My experience with Onyx-Word for typesetting Scripture
Loren Hawthorne - Mexico Branch

I'm about ready to start on the proof copy for a NT, so I used these files to see what I could do with Onyx and Word 2003. I'm running Windows 2000 Pro for an OS, for what it's worth, so it does work on 2000 in addition to XP, not that very many people will have that situation.

The Onyx-Word system has good capabilities, which should make it possible to actually do a NT in it. As with any new system, it takes awhile to find the options you need and figure out how to work around a few problems. By the time I finished my testing, I was fairly confident that I could do this NT with Onyx, but decided it was safer to go with my tried and true Ventura with legacy fonts at this point. I would like to do a one-book job with it and see how that goes. If it ends up being pretty smooth, I might consider trying a whole NT. However, if InDesign support gets released pretty soon, I will probably just move on into that for normal production work. I think I would recommend this system for do-it-yourself translators preparing a single book for publication. In my notes below, I don't try to be precise about style names, just to use the nearest I can remember off the top of my head without going back and looking them up.
Some issues that I had to deal with and found solutions to, though not necessarily the best solutions:

1. I needed to set the fonts and sizes to what I wanted to use. This is fairly easy to accomplish by taking one of the supplied "seed" files and editing the styles in it. It takes awhile to figure out which styles you need to modify. Since there are a lot of styles, you don't really want to spend the time to modify every style, just the ones you are going to use.

2. Changing the font size for the text called for changing the size and position of the drop cap chapter number, which was easily accomplished in the Onyx interface.

3. I wanted to use different spacing around text elements, which took a little time. I removed the space above the First Line style that puts extra space before the start of a chapter, and put the extra space into the section head. When working with VP, I normally use 8.5 points before a section head and 4.5 after. I went for 8 and 5 to keep things simple. I found that when a section heading falls at the top of a page, Word doesn't put in the space, which throws off the inter-line spacing. We don't usually worry about that on single books, but we do try to be very careful about it when doing whole NTs. If you need to preserve interline, the work-around that I found was to stick a \ib in front of every section head in my input usfm text, and format the Intro blank line style to 8 points of line spacing and remove the space before on the section head. You also give the blank line style the "Keep with next" property. I used the \ib marker, since we don't usually use introductory material, but might use the \b in something like Psalms or Proverbs. It is easy to insert the \ib with a search/replace operation in Word or a cc table. If you are doing a single book, you don't have to use the kludgy work-around, you can just let inter-line spacing slide. I also had to play with the spacing on elements that come at the start of a book in order to get the interline of the first page right.
4. Headers and footers: I modified the Book Break style to not start a new page, so that I could manually insert a new page type section break at the start of each book, which makes the first page of the book the first page of a section. This makes it possible to use a different header and footer on the first page of a new book. We normally put no header at the top and a page number in the footer on the first page of a book. At first I didn't think I could get the kind of chapter bridge headers that we normally use, but with some help from Michael Johnson, the programmer, I learned that if I went to a different seed file from the one I started, he had this worked out. I was able to copy the code from the header in that file into mine and modify it slightly to get very nice chapter bridge headers.

5. Poetry verse numbers: Normally, we align all poetry text at the same indent, but if a line starts with a verse number, we position the verse number to the left of the rest of the text. The Onyx default puts out poetry that places the verse number aligned with the other lines, not pushed to the left. To solve this, I created a new style that had a hanging indent, but no left indent. It also had a right aligned tab set at the spot where the verse number should go and a left aligned tab at the spot where the text should start. I then created a Word macro which searched for any digit formatted with the Poetry line 1 style, moved to the start of the line and inserted a tab, move to the next space and replaced it with a tab, and applied my custom style. It works great. I didn't go in and make the macro repeat, so I just keep hitting the hot key for it until all the lines of poetry with verse numbers have been fixed. It doesn't take very long. I recorded the macro, but for some reason the recorded macro wouldn't work, until I went in and edited it to chop out some extraneous search criteria that got added, even though I wasn't asking for it.
6. Crop marks: I had seen something in the write-up about creating crop marks as part of the footer that looked like a lot of work, so I did another kudge fix with a graphics file of a crop mark page which I added with Acrobat to the output PDF file. Later Michael informed me there is a check box under Extras in Onyx that would do it for me. Just one of the hazareds of finding your way through a new system. It's easy to overlook an option that makes it easy and spend time doing it the wrong way.

7. I had a strange problem with the Acrobat 7 created PDF file looking right on the screen and printing right with a Postscript printer driver, but not printing right with an HP PCL driver. I remade the PDF using CutePDF, and it worked fine, so it is some quirk in the way Acrobat handles the output of Word. It's not a terribly big deal, but we do rely heavily on PDF.

8. Special characters: The diacritics seemed to be positioning nicely, and I didn't notice any kerning problems. I did convert the charcter that we use for glottal stop from the proper Unicode position we are now using to the PUA character that has the appearance we want. This was done easily by adding it to the sample changes file supplied with Onyx that can be run automatically with the conversion. The text files I started from were encoded for a legacy font, but .tec file was already available to convert it to Unicode. I used the new Charis SIL fonts for everything.
I didn't get as far as inserting pictures, but I've used pictures in Word files before, and know that it works, though not quite as easily as with a DTP program sometimes.

One thing that impressed me was that I could just dump in a bunch of USFM files to the file selection box, and it would put them all in the right order in the output, even though the file names weren't named to sort in the right order alpha-numerically.

I found Word operated pretty sluggishly when I dumped the whole NT into one big file. I had never worked with a master document before, but dug in and figured out how to do that. That seems to work better. You need to copy the styles into the master document itself before dumping in individual subfiles. You also want to save the master document as xml, unless you want the subfiles converted to .doc format.

If anyone wants the seed file that I ended up with, I'd be happy to pass it along. It doesn't have every style tweaked, just the limited set that this NT used, and it assumes you are going to insert \ib before every section head. It also assumes you are going to make the alteration to the poetry lines that start with verse numbers that I describe above.
In case you have trouble copying the macro using Organizer, you could try copying the lines below and pasting them into the macro editor window.

Sub PoetryVerse()

'

' PoetryVerse Macro

' Macro recorded 2/7/2006 by Loren Hawthorne

'

    Selection.Find.ClearFormatting

    Selection.Find.Style = ActiveDocument.Styles("Poetry line 1")

    With Selection.Find

        .Text = "^#"

        .Replacement.Text = ""

        .Forward = True

        .Wrap = wdFindContinue

        .Format = True

        .MatchCase = False

        .MatchWholeWord = False

        .MatchWildcards = False

        .MatchSoundsLike = False

        .MatchAllWordForms = False

    End With

    Selection.Find.Execute

    Selection.HomeKey Unit:=wdLine

    Selection.TypeText Text:=vbTab

    Selection.MoveRight Unit:=wdWord, Count:=1

    Selection.MoveRight Unit:=wdCharacter, Count:=1, Extend:=wdExtend

    Selection.TypeText Text:=vbTab

    Selection.Style = ActiveDocument.Styles("Poetry verse")

End Sub
