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The Good News According to
John

1 In the beginningwas theWord,* and theWord
was with God, and theWordwas God. 2Hewas in
the beginning with God. 3 Everything was made
throughHim, andwithoutHimnothingwasmade
that was made. 4 In Him was life, and that life
was the light of mankind. 5The light shines in the
darkness, but the darkness hasn’t overcome† it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. 7This man came as a witness, to testify
about the light, that all throughhimmightbelieve.
8He wasn’t that light, but was sent as a witness of
that light. 9The true light that enlightenseveryone
was coming into the world.

10 The Word was in the world, and though the
world was made through Him, the world didn’t
recognize Him. 11He came to His own, and those
who were His own didn’t receive Him. 12 But as
many as received Him, to them He gave the right
to become God’s children, to those who believe in
His name: 13who were born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God.
* 1:1 TheGreekword translated “word” (Logos)meansmore than
just a collectionof a few letters. Itmeans anentiremessage and the
thought behind it. † 1:5 The Greek word translated “overcome”
(katelaben) also means overcome, comprehend, and overtake (to
grasp and defeat an enemy or to grasp and understand an idea).
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14 The Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we saw His glory, the glory as of the only
Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 John
testified about Him. He cried out, saying, “This
was He who I told you about when I said, ‘He
whocomesaftermehas surpassedmebecauseHe
was before me.’ ” 16FromHis fullness we have all
received grace upon grace. 17 The Law was given
throughMoses, but grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but
God’s only born Son, who is near to the heart of
His Father, has made Him known.

19 Now this is the testimony of John, when the
Jews sent priests and Levites‡ from Jerusalem to
ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and
didn’t deny, but confessed, “I’m not the Christ.”
21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you
Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
22 Then they asked him, “Who are you? Give

us an answer to take back to those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?” 23 John replied
in thewords of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice
of one calling in the desert, ‘Make straight theway
for the Lord.’ ”§ 24Now those whowere sent were
‡ 1:19 Levites are descendants of Levi, who were commissioned
to help the priests in their duties. (Numbers 18:23; Deuteronomy
18:1). § 1:23 Isaiah 40:3
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Pharisees.** 25Theyaskedhim, saying, “Why then
do you baptize if you aren’t the Christ, nor Elijah,
nor the Prophet?”

26 John answered them, saying, “I baptize with
water, but One stands among you that you don’t
know. 27 It is He who, coming after me, is pre-
ferred before me, whose sandal strap I’m not
worthy to untie.” 28 This all happened at Bethany
on the other side of the Jordan, where John was
baptizing.

29 The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward
him, and said, “Look! God’s Lamb who takes
away the sin of the world! 30 This is the One
I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after
me is preferred before me because He existed
before me.’ 31 I didn’t know Him, but the reason
I came baptizing with water was that He might
be revealed to Israel.” 32 John testified, saying,
“I saw the Spirit descending from Heaven like a
dove, and He remained upon Him. 33 I wouldn’t
have known Him, but He who sent me to baptize
with water told me, ‘Whoever you see the Spirit
descending upon, and remaining on Him, this is
He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have
seen and I testify that this is God’s Son.”

35 The next day, John again stood with two of
His disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by,
he said, “Look, God’s Lamb!” 37 The two disci-
ples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.
** 1:24 Pharisees were one of two main religious parties at this
time, the other being the Sadducees. The Pharisees emphasized
strict compliance with the Jewish Law and the traditions of the
elders. Acts 23:8.
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38 Jesus turned, and seeing them following, asked
them, “What are you looking for?” They said
to Him, “Rabbi” (which, when translated, means
Teacher), “Where are You staying?”

39 He told them, “Come and see.” They came
and saw where He was staying, and spent that
day with Him. It was about the tenth hour.††
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the
two who heard what John had said and who had
followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did
was to find his brother, Simon, and tell him, “We
have found the Messiah” (that is, translated, the
Christ‡‡).

42Andrew brought Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked
at him, and said, “You are Simon the son of Jonah.
You will be called Cephas” (which is translated
Peter§§).

43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for
Galilee. Finding Philip, he told him, “Follow me.”
44 Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew
and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told
him, “We have found Him who Moses in the Law,
and also the prophets, wrote about — Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

46 Nathanael asked Philip, “Can anything good
come out of Nazareth?”
Philip told Nathanael, “Come and see.”

†† 1:39 The tenth hour since sunrise, or about 4:00 p.m. ‡‡ 1:41
“Messiah” (Hebrew) and “Christ” (Greek) both mean “Anointed
One.” §§ 1:42 “Cephas” (Aramaic) and “Peter” (Greek) both
mean “Rock.”
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47 Jesus sawNathanael coming towardHim, and
saidofNathanael, “Look! An Israelite indeed,who
has no deceit in him!”

48 Nathanael asked Him, “How do You know
me?”
Jesusanswered, “BeforePhilip calledyou,when

youwere under the fig tree, I saw you.”
49 Nathanael answered, “Rabbi,*** You are

God’s Son. You are the King of Israel.”
50 Jesus said to him, “Because I told you that I

saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You
will see greater things than these.” 51 And He
told him, “Most assuredly, I tell you, you will see
Heaven opened, and God’s angels ascending and
descending on the Son of Man.”

2
1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana

of Galilee, and Jesus’ mother was there. 2 Now
both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the
wedding. 3 When they ran out of wine, Jesus’
mother told Him, “They have no wine.”

4 Jesus said to her, “Woman,what does that have
todowithyouandme? My timehasnot yet come.”
5His mother told the servants, “Do whatever He
tells you.” 6 Nearby stood six stone water jars,
the kindusedby the Jews for ceremonialwashing,
each holding two to three metretes.* 7 Jesus told
the servants, “Fill the jars with water,” so they
filled them to the brim. 8ThenHe told them, “Now
*** 1:49 Rabbi is Hebrew for “teacher.” * 2:6 Two to three
metretes equals about 20 to 30 U. S. gallons, 16 to 25 imperial
gallons, or 75 to 115 liters.
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draw some out and take it to the master of the
banquet.” They did so, 9 and the master of the
banquet tasted the water that had been turned
into wine. He didn’t realize where it had come
from, though the servants who had drawn the
water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside
10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine
first, and then the cheaper wine after the guests
have drunk freely, but you have saved the best till
now!” 11 Jesus did this beginning of signs in Cana
of Galilee. He revealedHis glory, andHis disciples
believed in Him.

12After this, He went down to Capernaumwith
His mother, His brothers, and His disciples, and
they stayed there only a few days.

13 The time for the Passover† of the Jews was
near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14He found
in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and
doves, and the money changers doing business.
15When He had made a whip of cords, He drove
them all out of the temple, with the sheep and
the oxen, and poured out the changers’ money
and overturned the tables. 16 He told those who
sold doves, “Take these things away! Don’t make
my Father’s house a market place!” 17 Then His
disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal
for Your house will consume me.”‡ 18 So the
Jews answered and askedHim, “What sign do You
show to us, since You do these things?” 19 Jesus
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three
days Iwill raise it up.” 20Then the Jews said, “It has
† 2:13 The Passover Feast is also called the Feast of Unleavened
Bread. Exodus 12:1-28; Numbers 9:1-14 ‡ 2:17 Psalm 69:9
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taken forty-six years to build this temple, andwill
You raise it up in three days?” 21 But the temple
He had spoken of was His body. 22 After He was
raised from the dead, His disciples recalled what
Hehad said. Then they believed the Scripture and
the words that Jesus had spoken.

23 Now while He was in Jerusalem at the
Passover Feast, many people saw the miraculous
signs He was doing and believed in His name.
24 But Jesus didn’t commit Himself to them, be-
cause He knew all people, 25 and had no need for
anyone to testify about people, for He knewwhat
was in people.

3
1 There was a Pharisee, a man named Nicode-

mus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus
by night, and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that
You have come from God as a teacher, for no one
can do these signs that You do unless God is with
him.”

3 Jesus answered and told him, “Most assuredly,
I tell you, unless one is born again, that person
can’t see the kingdom of God.”

4 Nicodemus asked Him, “How can a man be
born when he is old? He can’t go back into his
mother’s womb and be born, can he?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I tell you,
unless one is born ofwater and the Spirit, that one
can’t enter the Kingdom of God. 6 That which is
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Don’t marvel that I told
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you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind* blows
where it wants to, and you hear its sound, but
can’t tell where it comes from and where it goes.
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus asked Him, “How can these things
be?”

10 “Are you Israel’s teacher,” asked Jesus, “and
yet you don’t understand these things? 11 Most
assuredly, I tell you, we speak what we know and
testify what we have seen, and you don’t receive
ourwitness. 12 If I have toldyouearthly thingsand
you don’t believe, howwill you believe if I tell you
heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone up into
Heaven except the one who came fromHeaven—
the SonofMan. 14 Just asMoses liftedup the snake
in the desert,† so the Son ofManmust be lifted up,
15 that everyone who believes in Him should not
die, but have eternal life. 16 For God so sincerely
loved‡ the world that He gave His only born Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life. 17 For God didn’t send
His Son into the world to condemn the world,
but to save the world through Him. 18Whoever
believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever
doesn’t believe is condemned already because
that person has not believed in the name of God’s
only Son. 19 This is the condemnation, that light
has come into the world, but people sincerely
loved darkness rather than light, because their
* 3:8 Greek uses the same word for both “wind” and “spirit”
(pneuma). † 3:14 Numbers 21:4-9 ‡ 3:16 The Greek word
for the strongest kind of love, agape (pronounced ah-gah-pay), is
translated “sincere love” throughout this book.
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deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who practices evil
hates the light, and doesn’t come to the light, for
fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21Whoever
practices the truth comes to the light to show
clearly that theirdeedshavebeendonewithGod.”

22 After this, Jesus and His disciples went out
into the countryside of Judea,whereHe remained
with them, and baptized. 23 John was also bap-
tizing at Aenon, near Salim, because there was
plenty of water there, and people kept coming to
be baptized. 24 John had not yet been thrown into
prison. 25 There were some questions between
some of John’s disciples and the Jews about purifi-
cation. 26They came to John and told him, “Rabbi,
Hewhowaswith you beyond the Jordan, that you
have testified about — look, He is baptizing, and
everyone is flocking to Him!” 27 John replied, “A
man can receive nothing, unless it’s given to him
from Heaven. 28 You yourselves can testify that
I said, ‘I’m not the Christ, but I have been sent
ahead of Him.’ 29 The bride belongs to the bride-
groom. The friend who attends the bridegroom
waits and listens for him, and rejoices when he
hears the bridegroom’s voice. This joy of mine is
now made complete. 30 He must increase, but I
must decrease.

31 “He who comes from above is above all. He
who isof theEarthbelongs to theEarthandspeaks
of the Earth. Hewho comes fromHeaven is above
all. 32 He testifies about what He has seen and
heard, but no one accepts His testimony. 33 The
manwhohas acceptedHis testimonyhas certified
that God is truthful. 34 The one that God has
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sent speaks God’s words, for God gives the Spirit
without measure. 35 The Father sincerely loves
the Son, and has given everything into His hand.
36Whoeverbelieves in the Sonhas eternal life, but
whoever rejects the Son won’t see life, for God’s
wrath remains on that person.”

4
1 Therefore when the Lord knew that the Phar-

isees had heard that Jesus was gaining and bap-
tizing more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus
Himself wasn’t baptizing, but His disciples were),
3 He left Judea, and went back towards Galilee.
4 He had to go through Samaria. 5 He came to a
city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the parcel of
ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph, 6 and
Jacob’swellwas there. Jesus therefore, being tired
from His journey, sat down by the well. It was
about the sixth hour.* 7ASamaritanwoman came
to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Please give me
a drink.” 8 His disciples had gone into the town
to buy food. 9 The Samaritan woman therefore
askedHim, “How is it that You, being a Jew, askme
for a drink, since I’m a Samaritan woman?” (For
Jewshavenothing to dowith Samaritans.) 10 Jesus
answered her, “If you knew God’s gift, and who it
is who says to you, ‘Please give me a drink,’ you
would have asked Him, and He would have given
you living water.”

11 The woman said, “Sir, you have nothing to
draw with and the well is deep. Where could you

* 4:6 The sixth hour from sunrise, or about noon.
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get this livingwater from? 12Are You greater than
our forefather Jacob, who gave us this well and
who used to drink from it himself, as did also his
sons and his flocks and herds?”

13 Jesus answered her, “Everyone who drinks of
this water will get thirsty again, 14 but whoever
drinks the water that I will give will never, ever
get thirsty. The water that I will give will become
in that person a fountain of water springing up
into everlasting life.”

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this
water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep
coming all the way here to drawwater.”

16 Jesus told her, “Go, call your husband, and
come here.”

17The woman answered, “I have no husband.”
Jesus toldher, “Youare right in saying, ‘I haveno

husband,’ 18 for you have had five husbands, and
the one you have now isn’t your husband. What
you have said is quite true.”

19 The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that
You are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshipped
on this mountain, but you Jews say that the place
where wemust worship is in Jerusalem.”

21 Jesus told her, “Woman, believe me, a time is
comingwhen youwill worship the Father neither
in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samar-
itans worship what you don’t know. We worship
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23A
time is coming, and has now come, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth, for they are the kind of worshipers that
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the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and those who
worship Himmust worship in spirit and truth.”

25 The woman said to Him, “I know that the
Messiah (who is calledChrist) is coming. WhenHe
comes, He will explain everything to us.”

26 Jesus told her, “I who speak to you amHe.”
27 Just then Jesus’ disciples returned. Theywere

surprised to find him talking with a woman, but
no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are
you talking with her?” 28Then, leaving her water
jar, the woman went back to the town and began
telling the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told
me everything that I ever did. Could this be the
Christ?” 30 They went out of the city, and started
to go to Him.

31 Meanwhile, the disciples urged Him, saying
“Rabbi, eat something.”

32He told them, “I have food to eat that youdon’t
know about.”

33 So the disciples asked one another, “Nobody
brought Him anything to eat, did they?”

34 Jesus told them, “My food is to do the will of
Him who sent me, and to accomplish His work.
35 Don’t you say, ‘It’s still four months until the
harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and
look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36He
who harvests is already receiving wages, and is
gathering fruit for eternal life, so that he who
plants and he who harvests may rejoice together.
37 Thus the saying ‘One plants and another har-
vests’ is true. 38 I sent you toharvest that forwhich
you didn’t labor. Others have labored, and you
have entered into their labor.”
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39Many Samaritans from that town believed in
Jesus because of the woman’s testimony, “He told
me everything that I ever did.” 40 So when the
Samaritans arrived, they asked Him to stay with
them, and He stayed there two days. 41 Many
more believed because of His words. 42 They
told the woman, “It’s no longer just because of
what you said that we believe, for we have heard
for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the
Savior of the world, the Christ.”

43 After the two days, He departed from there
and went to Galilee, 44 for Jesus Himself testified
that a prophet has no honor in his own country.
45When He arrived in Galilee, the Galileans wel-
comedHim. Theyhad seen all thatHehaddone in
Jerusalemat the Passover Feast, for theyhadbeen
there, too.

46 Therefore He came back to Cana of Galilee,
where He had made the water wine. There was
a certain royal official, whose son was sick at
Capernaum. 47 When he heard that Jesus had
comeout of Judea intoGalilee, hewent toHimand
begged Him to come down and heal his son, who
was at the point of death.

48 Jesus told him, “Unless you people see signs
and wonders, you will never believe.”

49The royal official said toHim, “Sir, comedown
before my child dies!”

50 Jesus told him, “Go in peace. Your son lives.”
So the man believed the words that Jesus spoke
to him, and he went his way. 51 As he was still
going down the road, his servantsmet him, saying
that his son was living. 52 So he asked them the
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hour when he began to recover, and they told
him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour,† the fever
left him.” 53The father realized that it was at that
hour that Jesus told him, “Your son lives,” and he
himself believed, alongwithhiswhole household.
54Thiswas the second sign that Jesusdid,whenHe
had come from out of Judea to Galilee.

5
1 After this, there was a feast of the Jews, and

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 Near the Sheep
Gate in Jerusalem, there is a pool, which is called
Bethesda in Hebrew. It’s surrounded by five cov-
ered colonnades. 3 In these lay a great multitude
of sick people, blind, lame, or paralyzed, waiting
for the moving of the water, 4 for an angel went
down from time to time into the pool and stirred
up the water. Whoever stepped in first, after the
stirring of the water, was made well of whatever
disease thatpersonhad. 5Acertainmanwas there
who had an infirmity thirty-eight years. 6When
Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he had
already been sick for a long time, He asked him,
“Do youwant to bemade well?”

7 The sick man answered, “Sir, I have no one to
put me into the pool when the water is stirred up,
but while I’m coming, another steps down before
me.”

8 Jesus told him, “Stand up, pick up your mat,
andwalk.” 9 Immediately, themanwasmadewell,
took up his mat, and walked.
† 4:52 The seventh hour from sunrise, or about 1:00 p.m .



John 5:10 xv John 5:21

That was on the Sabbath day.* 10 Therefore the
Jews were telling him who was cured, “It’s the
Sabbath, and it isn’t legal for you to carry your
mat.”

11 He answered them, “He who made me well
told me, ‘Take up yourmat and walk.’ ”

12 Then they asked him, “Who told you to ‘Take
upyourmatandwalk’?” 13Themanwhohadbeen
healed didn’t knowwho it was, because Jesus had
disappeared into the crowd.

14Later, Jesus found him in the temple and told
him, “See, you have been made well! Don’t sin
anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you.”
15 The man went away, and told the Jews that it
was Jesus who had made him well. 16 For this
reason, the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to
killHim, becauseHewasdoing these things on the
Sabbath. 17 Jesus answered them, “My Father is
still working, so I am working, too.” 18 Because
of this, the Jews tried all the harder to kill Him.
Not onlywasHebreaking the Sabbath, butHewas
even calling God His own Father, making Himself
equal with God. 19 Then Jesus answered, “Most
assuredly, I tell you, the Son can do nothing of
Himself, unless He sees the Father do it, for what-
ever He does, the Son does likewise. 20The Father
loves the Son, and shows Him everything that He
Himself does. He will show Him even greater
works than these, that you may marvel. 21 As
the Father raises the dead and gives life to them,

* 5:9 The Sabbath day is the seventh day of the week, which was
set aside by God for rest. Genesis 2:2-3; Exodus 20:8-11.
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even so the Son gives life to whoever He wishes.
22 The Father judges no one, but has committed
all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the
Son just as they honor the Father. He who doesn’t
honor the Son doesn’t honor the Father who sent
Him.

24 “Most assuredly, I tell you, the person who
hears my words and believes in Him who sent
me has everlasting life, andwon’t come into judg-
ment, but has passed from death into life. 25Most
assuredly, I tell you, the time is coming, and now
is, when the dead will hear the voice of God’s
Son, and those who hear will live. 26 For just as
the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted
the Son to have life in Himself, 27 and has given
Him authority to execute judgment, because He
is the Son of Man. 28 Don’t marvel at this, for
the time is coming in which all who are in the
graveswill hear His voice 29and come out— those
who have done good, to the resurrection of life,
and those who have done evil, to the resurrection
of condemnation. 30 I can do nothing by myself.
As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is righteous,
because I don’t seek my own will, but the will of
the Father who sent me.

31 “If I testify about myself, my testimony isn’t
valid. 32 There is another who testifies on my
behalf, and I know that his testimony about me is
valid. 33Youhave sent to John, andhehas testified
to the truth. 34Not that I accept human testimony,
but I tell you this so that youmaybe saved. 35 John
was the burning and shining lamp, and you were
willing for a time to rejoice in his light. 36 I have
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a greater testimony than John’s. The works that
the Father has givenme to finish— the veryworks
that I do — testify about me, that the Father has
sent me. 37 The Father Himself, who sent me, has
testified about me. You have neither heard His
voice at any time, nor seen His form. 38 You don’t
haveHiswordsdwelling inyou, becauseyoudon’t
believe the One who He sent. 39 You search the
Scriptures, for in themyou think youhave eternal
life, and these testify aboutme. 40Yet you refuse to
come tome to have life.

41 “I don’t accept glory from men, 42 but I know
you. I know that you don’t haveGod’s sincere love
in you. 43 I have come in my Father’s name, and
you don’t accept me, but if someone else comes
in his own name, you will accept him. 44 How
can you believe when you accept glory from one
another, and don’t seek the glory that comes from
the only God?

45 “Don’t think that I will accuse you before the
Father. Your accuser is Moses, who you have set
your hope on. 46 If you believedMoses, youwould
believe me, for he wrote about me. 47 If you don’t
believe what hewrote, howwill you believe what
I say?”

6
1 After this, Jesus went to the other side of the

Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A
great multitude was following Him, because they
were seeing the signs that He was performing
on those who were sick. 3 Jesus went up on a
mountain side, and sat down with His disciples.
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4 The Jewish Passover Feast was near. 5 Jesus
looked up, and saw that a great multitude was
coming toHim, soHe askedPhilip, “Where canwe
buy bread, so that thesemay eat?” 6He said this to
test him, for He knewwhat He would do.

7 Philip answered, “Two hundred denarii*
worth of bread wouldn’t even be enough for
everyone to receive a little!” 8 One of Jesus’
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said
to Him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley
loaves and two fish, but what is that among so
many people?”

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There
was plenty of grass there, so the men sat down,
in number about five thousand. 11 Jesus took
the loaves, and when He had given thanks, He
distributed them to the disciples, and the disci-
ples to those sitting down. He did likewise with
the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 When they
were filled, He told His disciples, “Gather up the
leftover pieces, so that nothing may be wasted.”
13 Therefore they gathered them up, and filled
twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley
loaves, which were left over by those who had
eaten.

14When the people saw the sign which He had
performed, they said, “This is truly the Prophet
who is to come into the world.” 15 When Jesus
perceived that they meant to come and take Him
by force to make Him king, He withdrew again to
themountain by Himself.

* 6:7One denarius was the usual wage for one day of labor.
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16 When evening came, Jesus’ disciples went
down to the sea, 17got into theboat, andwent over
the sea toward Capernaum. It was already dark,
and Jesus had not come to them. 18 The sea arose
because a great wind was blowing. 19When they
had rowed about twenty-five or thirty stadia,†
they saw Jesus walking on the sea and drawing
near the boat. They were terrified, 20 but He told
them, “It’s me. Don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they
willingly tookHim into the boat, and immediately
the boat was at the land where they were going.

22 The next day, the crowd that had stayed on
the other side of the sea saw that there had been
only one boat there. They also saw that Jesus had
not gone in the boat with His disciples, but that
His disciples had gone away alone. 23 Then some
other boats from Tiberias landed near the place
where the people had eaten the bread after the
Lord had given thanks. 24 When the crowd saw
that neither Jesus nor His disciples were there,
they got into the boats and went to Capernaum
looking for Jesus. 25 When they found Him on
the other side of the sea, they asked Him, “Rabbi,
when did you come here?”

26 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I tell you,
you are looking for me, not because you saw the
signs, but because you ate the loaves and were
filled. 27 Don’t labor for perishable food, but for
the food which endures to everlasting life, which
the Son of Man will give you, because God the
Father has set His seal on Him.”
† 6:19 25 to 30 stadia equals about 3 to 4 miles or about 5 to 6
kilometers.
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28Then they askedHim, “Whatmustwedo to do
God’s works?”

29 Jesus answered them, “This is God’s work,
that you believe in Himwho He has sent.”

30 Therefore they asked Him, “What sign will
You perform then, that we may see it and believe
You? What workwill You do? 31Our ancestors ate
the manna in the wilderness. As it’s written, ‘He
gave them bread fromHeaven to eat.’ ”‡

32 Jesus told them, “Most assuredly, I tell you,
Moses didn’t give you the bread fromHeaven, but
my Father gives you the true bread from Heaven.
33 For God’s bread is He who comes down from
Heaven and gives life to the world.”

34 Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this
bread forever.”

35 Jesus told them, “I am the bread of life. Who-
ever comes to me will never be hungry, and who-
ever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 As I
told you, you have seenme, and yet you still don’t
believe. 37All that theFather givesmewill come to
me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive
away. 38 I have come down from Heaven, not to
do my own will, but the will of Him who sent me.
39This is thewill of the Fatherwho sentme, that of
all He has givenme I should lose none, but should
raise themup at the last day. 40This is also thewill
of Him who sent me, that everyone who sees the
Sonandbelieves inHimmayhaveeverlasting life;
and I will raise them up at the last day.”

41The Jews then grumbled about Jesus, because
He said, “I am the bread which came down from
‡ 6:31 Exodus 16:4; Nehemiah 9:15; Psalm 78:24-25
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Heaven.” 42 They were saying, “Isn’t this Jesus,
the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we
know? How can He claim, ‘I have come down
from Heaven’?” 43 Jesus answered, “Stop grum-
bling among yourselves. 44 No one can come to
me unless drawn by the Father who sent me, and
I will raise that person up on the last day. 45 It’s
written in the prophets, ‘They will all be taught
by God.’§ Everyone who has heard and learned
from the Father comes to me. 46Nobody has seen
the Father except the one who is from God. He
has seen the Father. 47Most assuredly, I tell you,
everyone who believes in me has everlasting life.
48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate
manna in the wilderness, but they died. 50 This
is the bread which comes down from Heaven, so
that onemay eat of it andnot die. 51 I am the living
bread that came down from Heaven. Whoever
eats of this bread will live forever. The bread that
I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

52 Therefore the Jews argued among them-
selves, saying, “Howcan thisMan give usHis flesh
to eat?”

53 Then Jesus told them, “Most assuredly, I tell
you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man,
and drink His blood, you have no life in you.
54Whoever eatsmyflesh anddrinksmyblood has
eternal life, and I will raise that person up at the
last day, 55 for my flesh is true food, and my blood
is true drink. 56Onewho eats my flesh and drinks
my blood lives in me, and I in that person. 57 Just
as the living Father sent me, and I live because
§ 6:45 Isaiah 54:13
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of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will
live because of me. 58 This is the bread which
camedown fromHeaven, not like themannayour
forefathers ate, and died. A person who eats this
bread will live forever.” 59 He said this while
teaching in the synagogue** at Capernaum.

60 Therefore when many of His disciples heard
this, they said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can
stand to hear it?”

61 Jesus, aware that his discipleswere complain-
ing about this, asked them, “Does this offend you?
62What if you saw the SonofManascend towhere
He was before? 63 The Spirit gives life. The flesh
profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are
spirit and life. 64 Yet there are some of you who
don’t believe.” Jesus knew from the beginning
who didn’t believe, and who would betray Him.
65He said, “For this reason I have told you, that no
one can come tome, unless it has been granted by
the Father.”

66Because of this, many of His disciples turned
back and didn’t walk with him any more. 67Then
Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you want to go away,
too?”

68 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, who will
we go to? You have words of eternal life. 69We
have come to believe and know that You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.”

70 Jesus answered, “Didn’t I choose you, the
twelve, yet one of you is a slanderer††?” 71Hewas
** 6:59 A synagogue is a Jewish congregation. “Synagogue” also
refers to the place where they gather to worship God. †† 6:70
Literally, a devil (diabolos) — one prone to slander, and accusing
falsely.



John 7:1 xxiii John 7:13

speakingof Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, forhe, one
of the twelve, was going to betray him.

7
1 After these things, Jesus walked in Galilee,

for He didn’t want to walk in Judea, because the
Jews sought to kill Him. 2Now the Jews’ Feast of
Tabernacles* was near. 3 Therefore His brothers
toldHim, “Leavehereandgo to Judea, so that Your
discipleswill see theworks thatYouaredoing, too.
4 Nobody does anything in secret while he seeks
to be known openly. If You do these things, show
Yourself to the world.” 5 For even His brothers
didn’t believe in Him.

6 Then Jesus told them, “My time hasn’t yet
come, but your time is always right. 7 The world
can’t hateyou, but ithatesmebecause I testify that
its works are evil. 8Go up to this feast yourselves.
I’m not going up to this feast, yet, for my time
hasn’t yet fully come.” 9Having said these things
to them, He stayed in Galilee.

10When His brothers had gone up to the feast,
however, Jesus also went up, not publicly, but in
secret. 11 The Jews were looking for Him at the
feast, and saying, “Where is He?” 12 There was
much complaining among the people about Him.
Some said, “He is good,” but others said, “No, He
deceives the people.” 13 No one spoke openly of
Him for fear of the Jews.

* 7:2 Called Sukkot inHebrew. Also called the “Feast of Booths” or
the “Feast of Ingathering.” Exodus 23:16, 34:22; Leviticus 23:39-43;
Numbers 29:12-38
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14 About the middle of the feast, Jesus went
up into the temple and began to teach. 15 The
Jewsmarveled, saying, “How does this man know
letters, having never been educated?”

16 Jesus answered, “My teaching isn’t mine, but
His who sent me. 17Anyone who wants to do His
will shall know if the teaching is from God or if
I speak on my own. 18 The one who speaks on
his own seeks his own glory; but He who seeks
the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and no
unrighteousness is in Him. 19 Didn’t Moses give
you the Law, yet none of you keeps the Law? Why
are you trying to kill me?”

20 The people answered, “You have a demon.
Who is trying to kill You?”

21 Jesus answered, “I did one work, and you all
marvel. 22Moses gave you circumcision (not that
it’s fromMoses, but fromthe forefathers), andyou
circumcise a boy on the Sabbath. 23 If a boy gets
circumcised on the Sabbath, so that the Law of
Moses should not be broken, are you angry with
me because I made a man completely well on the
Sabbath? 24Don’t judge by appearance, but judge
with righteous judgment.”

25 Some of the people of Jerusalem said, “Isn’t
this the man they are trying to kill? 26 Look! He
is speaking boldly, and they say nothing to Him.
The rulers haven’t really concluded that this is the
Christ, have they? 27 Still, we know where this
man is from, but when the Christ comes, no one
will knowwhere He is from.”

28 Then Jesus cried out, as He taught in the
temple, “You know me, and you know where I’m
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from. I haven’t come of my own accord, but He
who sent me is true, who you don’t know. 29 I
know Him, because I am from Him, and He sent
me.”

30 Because of this, they were seeking to seize
Him, but no one laid hands on Him, because His
time had not yet come. 31 Many of the people
believed in Him, saying, “When the Christ comes,
will He domore signs than this man has done?”

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring
these things about Jesus, and the Pharisees and
the chief priests sent officers to seize Him.

33 Then Jesus told them, “I will be with you a
littlewhile longer, and then I amgoing toHimwho
sent me. 34 You will look for me, and not find me,
and where I am, you can’t come.”

35 Then the Jews said among themselves,
“Where does He intend to go that we won’t be
able to find Him? He doesn’t intend to go to
the dispersion among the Greeks and teach the
Greeks, doesHe? 36What doesHemeanby saying,
‘You will look for me, and not findme, and where
I am, you can’t come’?”

37On the last and greatest day of the feast, Jesus
stood and declared loudly, “If anyone is thirsty,
let that person come to me and drink. 38 Rivers
of living water will flow from within whoever
believes in me, as the Scripture has said.” 39 He
said this about the Spirit, who those believing in
Him would receive. The Holy Spirit wasn’t yet
given, because Jesus wasn’t yet glorified.

40 When they heard these words, many in the
crowd were saying, “This is really the prophet.”
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41 Others were saying, “This is the Christ,” but
somewere saying, “Surely the Christ isn’t going to
come from Galilee, is He? 42Hasn’t the Scripture
said that the Christ comes from the seed of David
and from the town of Bethlehem, where David
was?” 43So therewas a division among the crowd
because of Jesus. 44 Some of themwanted to seize
Him, but no one laid hands on Him.

45 When the officers went back to the chief
priests and Pharisees, they asked them, “Why
didn’t you bring Him in?” 46 The officers an-
swered, “No man ever spoke like this man!”
47 Then the Pharisees answered, “You haven’t
been deceived, too, have you? 48Have any of the
rulers or Pharisees believed in Him? 49 But this
accursed crowd doesn’t know the Law.”

50Nicodemus (who came to Jesus before, being
one of them) asked them, 51 “Does our Lawpermit
us to judge aman before hearing him and finding
outwhathe isdoing?” 52Theyansweredhim, “You
aren’t from Galilee, too, are you? Search and you
will see that no prophet comes out of Galilee.”

53Then everyone went home,

8
1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 At

dawn, He came back into the temple. All the peo-
ple were coming to Him, and He sat down and be-
gan to teach them. 3The scribes and the Pharisees
brought a woman caught in adultery, and having
set her in themidst, 4 they told Him, “Teacher, this
woman has been caught in adultery, in the very
act. 5 In the Law, Moses commanded us to stone
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such women. What do You say?” 6 They were
saying this, testing Him, so that they might have
grounds to accuse Him. Jesus stooped down and
wrote on the groundwithHisfinger, as ifHedidn’t
hear. 7 When they persisted in asking Him, He
straightened up, and told them, “Let whoever is
without sinamongyoube thefirst to throwastone
at her.” 8He stooped down, again, and wrote on
the ground.

9 When they heard this, they began to go out
one by one, beginning with the older ones. Jesus
was left alonewith thewomanstill standing there.
10 Straightening up, Jesus asked her, “Woman,
where are they? Has no one condemned you?”

11 She said, “No one, Lord.”
Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go and

sin nomore.”
12 Jesus spoke again to the people, saying, “I am

the light of the world. Anyone who follows me
won’t walk in the darkness, but will have the light
of life.”

13 Then the Pharisees told Him, “You are testi-
fying on your own behalf, so your testimony isn’t
valid.”

14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own
behalf, my testimony is valid because I know
where I came from and where I am going, but
you don’t know where I come from or where I
am going. 15 You judge by human standards, but
I am not judging anyone. 16Even if I do judge, my
judgment is true, because I amnot alone, but I am
with the Fatherwho sentme. 17 It’s alsowritten in
your Law that the testimony of two men is valid.
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18 I am one who bears witness of myself, and my
Father who sent me bears witness of me.”

19Then theyaskedHim, “Where isYourFather?”
Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my

Father. If you had known me, you would have
knownmy Father, too.”

20 Jesus spoke thesewords in the treasury, as He
taught in the temple. Nobody laid hands on Him,
for His time had not yet come.

21 Jesus told them again, “I am going away, and
you will look for me, and you will die in your sin.
Where I am going, you can’t come.”

22 Therefore the Jews were saying, “Surely He
won’t kill Himself, will He, since He says, ‘Where I
am going, you can’t come’?”

23 Jesus was saying to them, “You are from be-
low. I am from above. You are of this world. I am
not of this world. 24 Therefore I told you that you
will die in your sins, because if you don’t believe
that I amHe, you will die in your sins.”

25Then they asked Him, “Who are You?”
Jesus told them, “Just what I have been saying

to you from the beginning. 26 I have many things
to say and judge about you, but Hewho sentme is
true, and I speak to theworld those thingswhich I
heard fromHim.”

27They didn’t realize thatHehadbeen speaking
to them about the Father. 28 So, Jesus said, “When
you lift up the SonofMan, then youwill know that
I am He, and that I do nothing on my own, but I
speak these things as the Father taught me. 29He
who sent me is with me. He hasn’t left me alone,
because I always do the things that are pleasing to
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Him.” 30As Jesus spoke, many came to believe in
Him.

31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed
Him, “If you continue in my words, you are truly
my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free.”

33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s de-
scendants, and have never been slaves to anyone.
How can you say that we’ll be set free?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I tell
you, whoever sins is a slave of sin. 35 A slave
doesn’t remain in the house forever, but a son
does belong forever. 36 Therefore if the Son sets
you free, you will be free indeed.

37 “I know that you are Abraham’s descendants,
but you seek to kill me, because my word has no
place in you. 38 I talk about what I have seen with
my Father, and you do what you have heard from
your father.”

39They answered, “Abraham is our father.”
Jesus told them, “If you were Abraham’s chil-

dren, you would do the works of Abraham, 40 but
now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you
the truthwhich Iheard fromGod. Abrahamdidn’t
do this. 41You do the deeds of your father.”
Then they said to Him, “We weren’t born of

fornication. We have one Father— God.”
42 Jesus said, “If God were your Father, you

would sincerely loveme, for I came fromGod, and
nowamhere. I haven’t comeofmyown initiative,
but He sent me. 43 Why don’t you understand
what I say? It’s because you can’t accept my
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words. 44 You are of your father, the Devil,* and
you want to do the desires of your father. He
was a murderer from the beginning, and doesn’t
stand in the truth, because there is no truth in
him. Wheneverhe speaks a lie, he speaks fromhis
own nature, because he is a liar, and the father of
lies. 45 Because I tell the truth, you don’t believe
me. 46Which of you convicts me of sin? If I tell
the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47Whoever
is from God hears God’s words. The reason you
don’t hear them is that you aren’t from God.”

48 The Jews answered and asked Him, “Aren’t
we right in saying that You are a Samaritan and
have a demon?”

49 Jesus answered, “I don’t have a demon, but I
honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50 I don’t
seek glory for myself, but there is One who seeks
it, andHe is the judge. 51Most assuredly, I tell you,
anyonewho keepsmywordwill never see death.”

52Then the Jews answeredHim, “Nowwe know
that You have a demon! Abraham is dead, and
the prophets, and You say, ‘Anyone who keeps my
word will never taste death.’ 53 Surely You aren’t
greater than our forefather Abraham, who died?
The prophets died too. Who do You claim to be?”

54 Jesus answered, “If I honor myself, my honor
is nothing. It’s my Father, who you say is your
God, who honors me. 55 Yet you haven’t come to
knowHim, but I knowHim. If I said, ‘I don’t know
Him,’ I would be a liar like you, but I do knowHim
and keep His word. 56 Your forefather Abraham
* 8:44 The meaning of the word “Devil” (Greek diabolou) is “one
prone to slander, a false accuser.”



John 7:57 xxxi John 9:10

rejoiced that he would see my day, and he saw it
and was glad.”

57Then the Jews said toHim, “Youaren’t yet fifty
years old, and You have seen Abraham?”

58 Jesus told them, “Most assuredly, I tell you,
before Abrahamwas, I AM.”†

59 Then they took up stones to throw at Him,
but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple,
going through themidst of them, and sopassedby.

9
1 Passing by, Jesus saw a man who was blind

frombirth. 2His disciples askedHim, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?”

3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his
parents sinned, but this happened so that God’s
works might be revealed in this man. 4We must
work theworks ofHimwho sentme, as long as it’s
day. Night is coming, when nobody canwork. 5As
long as I am in the world, I am the world’s light.”

6 After Jesus said this, He spat on the ground
andmade mud with the saliva, put it on the blind
man’s eyes, 7 and told him, “Go, wash in the pool
of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went away
and washed, and came back seeing. 8 Then the
neighbors and those who used to see him as a
beggar began to ask, “Isn’t this the man who used
to sit and beg?” 9 Somewere saying, “Yes, it is he,”
others were saying, “No, but he is like him.” He
kept saying, “I’m the one.” 10 So they asked him,
“Howwere your eyes opened?”
† 8:58 Exodus 3:14
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11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made
mud, put it onmy eyes, and toldme, ‘Go to Siloam,
and wash’; so I went and washed, and I received
sight.”

12 “Where is this man?” they asked him.
“I don’t know,” he said.
13Theybrought themanwhoused to be blind to

the Pharisees. 14Now it was a sabbath day when
Jesus made the mud and opened the man’s eyes.
15 So the Pharisees were also asking him how he
received his sight. He told them, “He appliedmud
tomy eyes, I washed, and I see.”

16 Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This
Man isn’t from God, because He doesn’t keep the
Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a sinner do such
signs?” So there was a division among them. 17 So
they turned again to the blind man and asked,
“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.”
He said, “He is a prophet.”
18 The Jews didn’t believe that he had been

blind, and had received sight, until they called
the parents of the one who had received his sight,
19 and questioned them, saying, “Is this your son,
who you say was born blind? Then how does he
now see?”

20 His parents answered them, “We know that
this is our son, and that he was born blind, 21 but
how he now sees, we don’t know. Who opened
his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age.
He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this
because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews
had already agreed that if anyone would confess
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that Jesus was the Christ, theywould be put out of
the synagogue. 23For this reason, his parents said,
“Ask him. He is of age.”

24 So they called the man who had been blind a
second time, and told him, “Give glory to God. We
know that this man is a sinner.”

25He answered, “Whether He is a sinner or not
I don’t know. One thing I do know: that though I
was blind, now I see.”

26 Then they asked him again, “What did He do
to you? How did He open your eyes?”

27 He answered, “I told you already, and you
didn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it again?
You don’t want to become His disciples, too, do
you?”

28 Then they became abusive towards him and
said, “You are that man’s disciple, but we are
Moses’ disciples. 29 We know that God spoke to
Moses, but as for this man, we don’t know where
He is from.”

30Themananswered, “Howamazing! Youdon’t
know where He comes from, yet He opened my
eyes. 31We know that God doesn’t hear sinners,
but if anyone is God-fearing, and does His will, He
hears him. 32 Since the beginning of time it has
never been heard of that anyone opened the eyes
of a person born blind. 33 If thismanweren’t from
God, He could do nothing.”

34To this they replied, “Whoare you to teachus?
You were born entirely in sin!” Then they threw
him out.
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35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out,
and finding him, He said, “Do you believe in the
Son of Man?”

36 He answered, “Who is He, sir, that I may
believe in Him?”

37 Jesus told him, “You have seen Him, and it is
He who is talking with you.”

38 Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” and he wor-
shipped Jesus.

39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judg-
ment, so that those who don’t see may see, and
those who do seemay become blind.”

40 Some of the Pharisees who were with Him
heard these things, and asked Him, “We aren’t
blind too, are we?”

41 Jesus told them, “If youwereblind, youwould
have no sin, but since you say, ‘We see,’ your sin
remains.

10
1 “Most assuredly, I tell you, whoever doesn’t

enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs in
some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The one
who enters by the gate is the sheep’s shepherd.
3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the
sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out. 4When he brings out
his ownsheep, he goes before them, and the sheep
follow him, because they know his voice. 5 There
is no way that they will follow a stranger, but will
run away from the stranger, because they don’t
know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this
illustration, but the Pharisees didn’t understand
what He was telling them.
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7Then Jesus told them again, “Most assuredly, I
tell you, I am the sheep’s door. 8Allwho ever came
before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep
didn’t listen to them. 9 I am the door. Anyone who
enters by me will be saved, and will go in and out
and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal,
and kill, and destroy. I came that they might have
life, and that they might have it in all its fullness.
11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd
lays down His life for the sheep. 12 The hired
hand, who isn’t the shepherd and doesn’t own the
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep
and runs away. So, the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. 13 The hired hand is concerned
about the wages, and not the sheep, so the hired
hand runs away. 14 I am the good shepherd. I
know my own and my own know me, 15 just as
the Father knows me and I know the Father. I lay
down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep
that don’t belong to this fold. I must bring them
also, and theywill listen tomyvoice. So, therewill
be oneflock,with one shepherd. 17For this reason
the Father sincerely loves me, because I lay down
my life, so that I may take it up again. 18 No one
takes it away fromme, but I lay it downofmyown
free will. I have the authority to lay it down, and
I have the authority to take it up again. I received
this commandment frommy Father.”

19The Jewsweredividedagain, becauseof these
words. 20 Many of them were saying, “He has a
demon and is insane. Why do you listen to Him?”
21Otherswere saying, “These aren’t the sayings of
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ademon-possessedperson. Canademonopen the
eyes of the blind?”

22 At that time the Feast of Dedication* took
place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus
was walking in the temple, in Solomon’s porch.
24Then the Jews gathered aroundHim, and asked
Him, “How long will You keep us in suspense?
If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus
answered, “I told you, but you don’t believe. The
works that I do in my Father’s name testify about
me, 26but you don’t believe, because you aren’t of
my sheep. 27My sheep listen to my voice. I know
them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish. No one is able to
snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who
has given them to me, is greater than all; and no
one is able to snatch themout ofmyFather’s hand.
30 I andmy Father are one.”

31 Therefore the Jews took up stones again to
stone Him. 32 Jesus answered, “I showed you
many good works from the Father. For which of
them are you stoningme?”

33 The Jews answered Him, “We aren’t stoning
you for a good work, but for blasphemy, because
You, being aman, claim to be God.”

34 Jesus answered, “Isn’t it written in your Law,
‘I said, “You are gods” ’?† 35 If he, who God’s word
came to, called them gods, (and the Scripture
can’t be broken), 36 do you say of Him who the
Father set apart and sent into the world, ‘You are

* 10:22Chanukkah— celebration of recovery and cleansing of the
Temple by Judas Maccabeaus in 164 BC. † 10:34 Psalm 82:6
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blaspheming,’because I said, ‘I amGod’s Son’? 37 If
I don’t do my Father’s works, then don’t believe
me. 38 But if I do them, even if you don’t believe
me, believe the works, so that you may know and
understand that the Father is in me, and I am in
the Father.” 39 Therefore they were trying again
to seize Him, and He escaped from their grasp.

40 Jesus went away again across the Jordan to
the place where John was first baptizing, and He
was staying there. 41 Many came to Him and
were saying, “Johnperformednomiraculous sign,
but everything that John said about this man was
true.” 42Many believed in Jesus there.

11
1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus from

Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. 2 It was the Mary who anointed the Lord
with ointment, and wiped His feet with her hair,
whose brother Lazarus was sick. 3 These sisters
therefore sent to Him, saying, “Lord, one You love
is sick!”

4When Jesus heard this, He said, “This sickness
won’t end in death, but for God’s glory, so that
God’s Son may be glorified by it.” 5Now Jesus sin-
cerely loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.
6Yet, when He heard that Lazarus was sick, Jesus
stayed where He was for twomore days.

7 After this, He said to the disciples, “Let’s go
back to Judea.”

8 The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews
were just recently trying to stone You! Are You
really going back there?”
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9 Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve hours of
daylight? Anyonewhowalks by day doesn’t stum-
ble, because he sees the light of this world. 10But
anyonewhowalks by night stumbles, because the
light isn’t in him.” 11AfterHehad said this, He told
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I
am going there to wake him up.”

12 The disciples therefore said to Him, “Lord, if
he is sleeping, he will recover.” 13Now Jesus had
spoken of his death, but they thought that He was
talking about literal sleep.

14 So Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead,
15and I am glad for your sakes that I wasn’t there,
so that youmay believe— but let’s go to him.”

16 Therefore Thomas, who is called the Twin,*
said to his fellow disciples, “Let’s go, too, that we
may die with Him.”

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus
had already been in the tomb four days.
18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about fifteen
stadia† away, 19 and many of the Jews had come
to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning
their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus
was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary
stayed home. 21Then Martha said to Jesus, “Lord,
if You had been here, my brother wouldn’t have
died. 22 Even now I know that God will give you
whatever You ask of Him.”

23 Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.”

* 11:16 Greek: Didymus † 11:18 15 stadia is about 1.7 miles or
about 2.8 kilometers.
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24Martha replied, “I know that hewill rise again
in the resurrection on the last day.”

25 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the
life. Whoever believes in me will live even if they
die, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?”

27 “Yes, Lord,” she answered, “I have believed
that You are the Christ, God’s Son, who was to
come into the world.” 28When she had said this,
she went back and called Mary, her sister, saying
secretly, “The Teacher is here, and is asking for
you.” 29When she heard this, she arose quickly,
and went to Him.

30 Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was
still at the place where Martha met Him. 31 The
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling
her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They
followed her, saying, “She is going to the tomb
to weep there.” 32 When Mary came to where
Jesuswas, she sawHim, and fell at His feet, saying
to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother
wouldn’t havedied.” 33When Jesus sawherweep-
ing, and the Jews who came with her weeping,
He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. 34He
asked, “Where have you laid him?”
They replied, “Lord, come and see.”
35 Jesus wept.
36 So the Jews were saying, “See how He loved

him!” 37 But some of them said, “Couldn’t this
man, who opened the eyes of the blindman, have
kept this man from dying?”
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38 Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came
to the tomb. It was a cave, and a boulder was
placed against the entrance.

39 Jesus said, “Take away the boulder.”
Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to Him,

“Lord, by this time there is a stench, because he
has been dead four days.”

40 Jesus told her, “Didn’t I tell you that if you
wouldbelieveyouwould seeGod’s glory?” 41Then
they took the boulder away from the place where
the dead man was lying. Jesus lifted up His eyes
and said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard
me. 42 I know that You always hear me, but
because of the people who are standing here I
said this, that theymay believe that You sent me.”
43Now when He had said these things, He called
loudly, “Lazarus, come out!” 44He who had died
came out, bound hand and foot with wrappings,
and his face was wrapped around with a cloth.
Jesus told them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45Thenmanyof the Jewswhohadcome toMary,
andhadseen the things Jesusdid, believed inHim.
46 But some of them went away to the Pharisees
and told themwhat Jesus did.

47Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gath-
ered a council and said, “What are we doing? For
this Man performs many signs. 48 If we let Him
go on like this, everyone will believe in Him, and
the Romans will come and take away both our
place and our nation.” 49 Then a certain one of
them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year,
told them, “You don’t know anything, 50 nor do
you take into account that it’s better for you that
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one man should die for the people, than for the
whole nation to perish.” 51 He didn’t say this on
his own initiative; but being high priest that year,
he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the
nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but that
Jesus might also gather together into one God’s
childrenwhoare scatteredabroad. 53So fromthat
day on, they planned together to kill Jesus.

54 Therefore Jesus stopped walking publicly
among the Jews, but went away from there to
the region near the wilderness, into a city called
Ephraim, and there He stayed with the disciples.
55 Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and
many went from the country up to Jerusalem
before the Passover, to purify themselves. 56Then
they were looking for Jesus, and spoke among
themselves as they stood in the temple, “What do
you think? Isn’t He coming to the feast at all?”
57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had
given a command, that anyone who knew where
Jesus was should report it, that they might arrest
Him.

12
1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to

Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead,
who He had raised from the dead. 2 There they
made Him a supper, and Martha served, but
Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table
with Him. 3 Then Mary took a pound of very
costly perfume of pure nard,* and anointed the
* 12:3 Nard, also called spikenard, is an East Indian plant with
pleasantly scented roots.
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feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair.
The house was filled with the fragrance of the
perfume. 4 Then one of Jesus’ disciples, Judas
Iscariot, Simon’s son, who was about to betray
Him, said, 5 “Why wasn’t this fragrant oil sold for
three hundred denarii† and given to the poor?”
6Now he said this, not because he was concerned
about the poor, but because he was a thief, and
since he had themoney box, he used to steal from
what was put into it.

7 Jesus therefore said, “Leave her alone. She has
kept this for thedayofmyburial. 8Youwill always
have the poor among you, but you won’t always
haveme.”

9Thenagreatmultitudeof the Jews learned that
He was there; and they came, not just for Jesus’
sake, but also so that they could see Lazarus, who
Hehadraised fromthedead. 10So the chief priests
plotted to kill Lazarus too, 11 because on account
of him many of the Jews were going away, and
were believing in Jesus.

12Thenext day,whena greatmultitude that had
come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem, 13 they tookbranchesofpalm trees and
went out to meet Him, and shouted:
“Hosanna!‡

‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
LORD!’

The King of Israel!”

† 12:5300denariiwasabout ayear’swages for a laborer. ‡ 12:13
“Hosanna” is derived from a Hebrew word for “Save us” and is
used as an expression of praise. Psalm 118:25-26.



John 12:14 xliii John 12:26

14 Then Jesus, finding a young donkey, sat on it,
as it is written:
15 “Don’t be afraid, Daughter of Zion;

look, your king is coming,
sitting on a donkey’s colt.”§

16 His disciples didn’t understand these things
at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that these thingswerewritten about
Him and that they had done these things to Him.
17 So the crowd that had been with Him when He
called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him
from the dead continued to testify. 18 The crowd
also met Him because they heard that He had
done this sign. 19 Then the Pharisees said among
themselves, “You see that you are accomplishing
nothing. Look, the whole world has gone after
Him!”

20Now there were certain Greeks among those
who came up to worship at the feast. 21Then they
came toPhilip,whowas fromBethsaidaofGalilee,
and told him, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.”
22Philip came and told Andrew, then Andrew and
Philip came and told Jesus.

23 Jesus answered them, saying, “The time has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Most
assuredly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls
into the ground and dies, it remains alone, but if
it dies, it produces many grains. 25 Anyone who
loves their life will lose it, and anyone who hates
their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.
26 If anyone serves me, let them follow me; and

§ 12:15 Zechariah 9:9
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where I am, there my servant will be also. If
anyone serves me, my Father will honor them.

27“Nowmysoul has become troubled; andwhat
will I say? ‘Father, saveme from this time’? No, for
this purpose I came to this time. 28 Father, glorify
Your name.”
Then a voice came fromHeaven, saying, “I have

both glorified it and will glorify it again.”
29Therefore the peoplewho stood by and heard

it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An
angel has spoken to Him.”

30 Jesus answered, “This voice hasn’t come for
my sake, but for your sakes. 31Now judgment is
upon this world. Now the ruler of this world will
be cast out. 32 And I, if I am lifted up from the
Earth, will draw everyone to myself.” 33 He was
saying this to indicate the kind of death He was
about to die.

34 Therefore the crowd answered Him, “We
have heard from the Law that the Christ is to
remain forever, so how can You say, ‘The Son of
Manmust be lifted up’? Who is this Son of Man?”

35 Jesus told them, “The light is with you for a
little longer. Walkwhile you have the light, so that
the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk
in the darkness, you don’t know where you are
going. 36 Believe in the light while you have the
light, so that you may become children of light.”
After Jesushadsaid this, hedepartedandhid from
them.

37 Although He had performed so many signs
in front of them, they still didn’t believe in Him,
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38 so that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be
fulfilled, which he spoke:
“Lord, who has believed our report?

And who has the arm of the LORD been re-
vealed to?”**

39 Therefore they couldn’t believe, because Isa-
iah said again:
40 “He has blinded their eyes

and hardened their hearts,
lest they see with their eyes,
and understand with their hearts and turn—
and I would heal them.”††

41 Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory
and spoke about Him.

42 Nevertheless, even many of the rulers be-
lieved in Him, but because of the Pharisees they
weren’t confessing Him, for fear that they might
be put out of the synagogue; 43 because they
sincerely loved men’s approval more than God’s
approval.

44 Jesus criedout and said, “Whoeverbelieves in
medoesn’t just believe inme, but inHimwho sent
me. 45Whoever seesmeseesHimwhosentme. 46 I
have come into the world as light, that everyone
who believes in me should not stay in darkness.
47 If anyone hears the words I speak, and doesn’t
keep them, I don’t judge them; because I didn’t
come to judge the world, but to save the world.
48 Whoever rejects me, and doesn’t receive my
sayings, has one who judges them. The words
that I spoke are what will judge him at the last
day. 49 For I haven’t spoken on my own initiative,
** 12:38 Isaiah 53:1 †† 12:40 Isaiah 6:10
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but the Father Himself who sent me has givenme
commandment, what to say, and what to speak.
50 I know thatHis commandment is eternal life, so
the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has
told me.”

13
1 Before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knew

that His time had come that He should depart out
of thisworld to the Father. Having sincerely loved
His own who were in the world, He sincerely
loved them to the end.

2Supperwasfinished, and theDevilhadalready
put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son,
to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father
had given everything into His hands, and that He
had come from God and was going to God, 4 got
up from supper, laid aside His outer garment, and
wrapped a towel around His waist. 5 Then He
poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel
that was wrapped around Him.

6Then He came to Simon Peter, and Peter asked
Him, “Lord, are You washingmy feet?”

7 Jesus answered, “You don’t understand what I
am doing now, but you will know after this.”

8Peter told Him, “Youwill never washmy feet!”
Jesus answered, “If I don’t wash you, you have

no part withme.”
9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not just my

feet, but also my hands andmy head!”
10 Jesus said to him, “Someone who has bathed

only needs to wash their feet, but is completely
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clean; and most of you are clean, but not all of
you.” 11 For He knew who would betray Him,
therefore He said, “You aren’t all clean.”

12 When He had washed their feet, He put on
His outer garment and sat down again. He asked
them, “Do you know what I have done to you?
13You callme Teacher and Lord, and you are right
in saying so, for so I am. 14 If I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought
to wash one another’s feet. 15 I have given you an
example, that you should also do as I have done
to you. 16 Most assuredly, I tell you, a servant
isn’t greater than his master, nor is he who is sent
greater than he who sent him. 17 If you know
these things, you are blessed if you do them. 18 I’m
not talking about all of you. I know who I have
chosen; but this is to fulfill the Scripture, ‘He who
eats bread with me has lifted up his heel against
me.’* 19 Now I tell you before it happens, that
when it does happen, youmay believe that I AM.†
20 Most assuredly, I tell you, whoever receives
anyone I send receives me; and he who receives
me receives Himwho sent me.”

21 When Jesus had said these things, He was
troubled in spirit, and testified and said, “Most
assuredly, I tell you, one of you will betrayme.”

22 The disciples began looking at one another,
perplexed about which one of them He was talk-
ing about. 23 One of Jesus’ disciples, who Jesus
sincerely loved, was leaning against His breast.
24SimonPeter thereforenodded tohimtoaskwho
* 13:18 Psalm 41:9 † 13:19 Exodus 3:14
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He spoke about. 25 Then, leaning back on Jesus’
breast, he asked Him, “Lord, who is it?”

26 Jesus answered, “It is he who I will give a
morsel to when I have dipped it.” Having dipped
the morsel, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, Simon’s
son. 27 After the morsel, Satan‡ entered into
him. Jesus therefore told him, “What you do, do
quickly.” 28 None of those reclining at the table
knew why He had said this to him. 29 Some were
supposing, because Judas had the money box,
that Jesus was saying to him, “Buy the things we
need for the feast”; or else, that he should give
something to the poor. 30 Having received the
morsel, he went out immediately. It was night.

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the
SonofMan is glorified, andGod is glorified inHim.
32 If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify
Him inHimself, andwill glorifyHim immediately.
33 Little children, I am with you a little while
longer. Youwill look forme, and as I told the Jews,
I now tell you, also, ‘Where I am going, you can’t
come.’§ 34 I give to you a new commandment, that
you sincerely love one another, even as I have
sincerely loved you, so you should also sincerely
love one another. 35 By this everyone will know
that you aremy disciples, if you have sincere love
for one another.”

36Simon Peter askedHim, “Lord, where are You
going?”
Jesus answered, “Where I go, you aren’t able to

followme now, but you will follow later.”
‡ 13:27 “Satan”means “Adversary” or “Accuser.” § 13:33 John
7:34
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37Peter askedHim, “Lord,whycan’t I followYou
right now? I will lay downmy life for You.”

38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life
formy sake? Most assuredly, I tell you, the rooster
won’t crow until you have deniedme three times.

14
1 “Don’t let your heart be troubled. You believe

in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house
are manymansions. If it weren’t so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for you, 3 and if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and receive you to myself; that where I am, there
you may also be. 4 You know where I go, and you
know the way.”

5 Thomas asked Him, “Lord, we don’t know
where You are going, so how can we know the
way?”

6 Jesus toldhim, “I am theway, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through
me. 7 If you had known me, you would have
known my Father too. From now on you know
Him and have seen Him.”

8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father,
and that would be enough for us.”

9 Jesus answered, “Have I beenwith you so long,
and yet you haven’t known me, Philip? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father, so how can you
say, ‘Showus the Father’? 10Don’t you believe that
I am in the Father, and the Father in me? The
words that I speak to you aren’t my own, but from
the Father who lives in me. He does the works.
11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father
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and the Father in me, or else believe me for the
sake of the works themselves.

12 “Most assuredly, I tell you, whoever believes
in me will also do the works that I do, and even
greater works than these, because I am going to
my Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my
name, that the Father may be glorified in the
Son. 14 If you ask anything in my name, I will
do it. 15 If you sincerely love me, you will keep
my commandments. 16 I will then ask the Father,
and He will give you another Counselor,* that He
may be with you forever — 17 the Spirit of truth,
whom the world can’t receive, because it neither
sees Him nor knowsHim. You knowHim, though,
because He lives with you and will be in you.
18 I won’t leave you orphans. I will come to you.
19After a little while the world won’t see me, but
you will see me. Because I live, you will also live.
20 In that day youwill know that I am inmyFather,
and you in me, and I in you. 21Whoever has my
commandments and keeps them, sincerely loves
me. Whoever sincerely loves mewill be sincerely
loved by my Father, and I’ll sincerely love them
and reveal myself to them.”

22 Judas (not Iscariot) asked Him, “Lord, how is
it that Youwill reveal Yourself to us, and not to the
world?”

23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone sincerely
loves me, that person will keep my words; and
my Father will sincerely love that person, and we

* 14:16 The Greek word for Counselor (Paraklete) also means
Comforter, Helper, Advocate, Intercessor, and Strengthener.



John 14:24 li John 15:5

will come and make our home with that person.
24Whoever doesn’t sincerely lovemedoesn’t keep
my words. The word which you hear isn’t mine,
but the Father’s who sent me. 25 “I’ve told you
these thingswhile livingwith you, 26but theCoun-
selor, the Holy Spirit, who the Father will send in
my name, will teach you everything, and bring to
your remembrance all that I told you. 27 I leave
peace with you. I give you my peace. I don’t give
to you as the world gives. Don’t let your heart be
troubled, neither let it beafraid. 28Youhaveheard
me tell you, ‘I am going away and coming back to
you.’ If you sincerely lovedme, youwould rejoice
because I said, ‘I am going to the Father,’ for my
Father is greater than I. 29 Now I have told you
before it happens, that when it does happen, you
may believe. 30 I won’t talkmuch longerwith you,
for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no
power over me, 31 but the world must learn that
I sincerely love the Father and that I do exactly
what my Father has commandedme.
“Come on. Let’s go.

15
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the

gardener. 2He takes awayeverybranch inme that
doesn’t bear fruit, and He prunes every branch
that bears fruit, so that it may bear more fruit.
3 You are already pruned clean because of the
words which I have spoken to you. 4 Live in me,
as I live in you. As the branch can’t bear fruit of
itself, unless it lives in thevine, soneither canyou,
unless you live in me. 5 I am the vine, and you
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are the branches. Whoever lives in me, and I in
them, bears much fruit; for apart from me you
can do nothing. 6Anyone who doesn’t live in me
is thrown away as a branch, and dries up. The
dried up branches are gathered up, thrown into
the fire, and burned. 7 If you live in me, and my
words live in you, ask whatever you want, and it
will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by
this, that you bearmuch fruit, so youwill prove to
bemy disciples.

9 “Just as the Father has sincerely loved me, I
have also sincerely loved you. Continue to live
in my sincere love. 10 If you keep my command-
ments, youwill continue to live inmysincere love;
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments,
and continue to live in His sincere love. 11 I have
told you these things, that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be made full. 12 This is
my commandment, that you sincerely love one
another, just as I have sincerely loved you. 13No
one has greater sincere love than this, than to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are
my friends if you do whatever I command you.
15 I don’t call you servants any longer, because a
servant doesn’t know what the master is doing;
but I have called you friends, because I havemade
known to you everything that I have heard from
myFather. 16Youdidn’t chooseme, but I choseyou
andappointedyou, so that you should goandbear
fruit, and so that your fruit should remain, that
whatever you ask the Father in my name He may
giveyou. 17 I commandyou this, that yousincerely
love one another.
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18 “If the world hates you, know that it hated
me before it hated you. 19 If you belonged to the
world, theworldwould love its own. Because you
aren’t theworld’s, but I choseyouout of theworld,
therefore theworld hates you. 20Remember that I
told you, ‘A servant isn’t greater than his master.’
If they persecuted me, they will also persecute
you. If they obeyed my teaching, they will also
obey yours. 21Theworldwill do all these things to
you, however, for My name’s sake, because they
don’t know Him who sent me. 22 If I hadn’t come
and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but
now they have no excuse for their sin. 23Whoever
hates me also hates my Father. 24 If I hadn’t done
theworkswhichnooneelsedidamong them, they
would have no sin; but now they have seen and
also hated both me and my Father. 25 This was
to fulfill the word that is written in their Law,
‘They hated me without a cause.’* 26 When the
Counselor comes, who I will send to you from
the Father, the Spirit of Truth who proceeds from
the Father, He will testify of me. 27 You will also
testify, because you have been with me from the
beginning.

16
1 “I have told you these things so that you may

be kept from stumbling. 2 They will put you out
of the synagogues. Indeed, the time is coming
that whoever kills you will think that they are
serving God. 3 They will do these things to you

* 15:25 Psalms 35:19; Psalms 69:4



John 16:4 liv John 16:17

because they haven’t known the Father nor me.
4 I have told you these things, so that when the
time comes, you may remember that I told you
about them. I didn’t tell you these things at the
beginning, because I was with you.

5 “Now I amgoing toHimwho sentme, yet none
of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Instead,
because I have told you these things, sorrow has
filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I tell you the
truth: it’s to your advantage that I go away; be-
cause if I don’t go away, the Counselorwon’t come
toyou; but if I go, Iwill sendHimtoyou. 8WhenHe
has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment: 9 of sin, because
they don’t believe in me; 10 of righteousness, be-
cause I go to my Father and you see me no more;
11andof judgment, because the ruler of thisworld
is judged.

12 “I still have many things to tell you, but you
can’t bear them now. 13However, when the Spirit
of truth has come, Hewill guide you into all truth.
He won’t speak on His own, but whatever He
hears He will speak. He will announce things
to come. 14 He will glorify me, because He will
take from what is mine and reveal it to you.
15 Everything that the Father has is mine. That is
why I said thatHewill take fromwhat ismine and
reveal it to you.

16 “In a little while, you won’t see me; and in a
little while longer, you will see me again, because
I go to the Father.”

17 Then some of Jesus’ disciples said among
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themselves, “What does He mean by, ‘In a little
while, and you won’t see me; and in a little while
longer, you will see me, again;’ and, ‘because I go
to the Father’?” 18 They kept asking, “What does
He mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand
what He is saying.”

19Now Jesus knew that theywanted to askHim,
and He said to them, “Are you asking yourselves
about what I said, ‘In a little while, and you won’t
see me; and in a little while longer, you will see
me, again’? 20Most assuredly, I tell you that you
will weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice.
You will be sad, but your sadness will be turned
into joy. 21 A woman in labor is in pain because
her time has come; but as soon as she has given
birth to thebaby, she forgets the agony, for joy that
a child has been born into the world. 22Therefore
youhave sorrownow, too, but Iwill see you again,
and your heart will rejoice, and nobody will take
your joy away from you.

23 “In that day you will ask me nothing. Most
assuredly, I tell you, whatever you ask the Father
in My name He will give you. 24 Until now you
have askednothing inmyname. Ask, and youwill
receive, that your joymay be full.

25“I’ve told you these things infigures of speech,
but the time is comingwhen Iwill no longer speak
to you in figures of speech, but I will tell you
plainly about the Father. 26 In that day youwill ask
inmy name. I don’t tell you that I’ll ask the Father
for you, 27 because the Father Himself loves you,
because you have loved me, and have believed
that I came forth from God. 28 I came forth from
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the Father and have come into the world. Again, I
am leaving the world and going to the Father.”

29His disciples said to Him, “See, now You are
speaking plainly, and not in figures of speech!
30Nowweare sure that Youknoweverything, and
don’t need anyone to question You. By this we
believe that You came forth from God.”

31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe?
32The time is coming, and indeed, has now come,
that you will be scattered, each to his own home,
andyouwill leavemeall alone. Yet I amnot alone,
because the Father is with me. 33 I have told you
these things so that you may have peace in me.
Youwill have trouble in theworld, but cheer up! I
have overcome the world.”

17
1After Jesus said these things, He looked toward

Heaven, and said: “Father, the time has come.
Glorify Your Son, so that Your Sonmay also glorify
You, 2 as You have given Him authority over all
flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many
as You have given Him. 3 This is eternal life, that
they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ who You have sent. 4 I have glorified You
on the Earth. I have finished the work which You
have given me to do. 5Now, O Father, glorify me
together with Yourself, with the glorywhich I had
with You before the world existed.

6 “I have revealed Your name to the people
You’ve given me out of the world. They were
Yours. You gave them to me, and they have kept
Your word. 7 Now they know that everything
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You’ve givenme comes from You, 8 for I have spo-
ken to themthewordsYou’vegivenme. Theyhave
received Your words, and have come to know for
certain that I came forth from You. They have
believed that You sent me. 9 It is for them I pray.
I’m not praying for the world, but for those who
You’vegivenme, because theybelong toYou. 10All
of mine are Yours, and Yours are mine. I am
glorified in them. 11 Now I am no longer in the
world, but these are in the world. I am coming
to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name
those who You’ve given me, that they may be one
just as we are one. 12 I kept them in Your name
while I was with them in the world. I have kept
the people You gave me; and none of them is lost
except the son of perdition, so that the Scripture
might be fulfilled.* 13 Now I am coming to You,
and I speak these things in the world, so that they
may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have
given themYourword. Theworld has hated them
because they don’t belong to the world, just as I
don’t belong to the world. 15 I don’t pray that You
should take them out of the world, but that You
should keep them from the evil one. 16They don’t
belong to the world, just as I don’t belong to the
world. 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word
is truth. 18 As You sent me into the world, I have
sent them into the world. 19 I sanctify myself for
their sakes, so that they may also be sanctified by
the truth.

20 “I don’t pray for these alone, but also for those
who will believe in me through their message,
* 17:12 Psalms 41:9; John 6:70-71
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21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in
me, and I in You. I pray that they also may be
one in Us, so that the world may believe that You
sent me. 22 I have given them the glory which You
gave me, that they may be one just as we are one:
23 I in them and You in me. May they be brought
to complete unity to let the world know that You
sent me and have sincerely loved them even as
You have sincerely loved me. 24 Father, I desire
that thoseYougavememayalsobewithmewhere
I am, that they may see my glory which You’ve
given me; because You sincerely loved me before
the foundationof theworld. 25OrighteousFather!
The world hasn’t known You, but I have always
knownYou, and thesehave come toknowthatYou
sent me. 26 I have declared to them Your name,
and will continue to declare it, so that the sincere
lovewithwhich You sincerely lovedmemay be in
them, and I may be in them.”

18
1 When Jesus had said these things, He went

withHis disciples across theKidron ravine,where
there was a garden, into which He and His dis-
ciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who was betraying
Him, also knew the place, because Jesus had often
met there with His disciples. 3 Then Judas, lead-
ing a detachment* of soldiers and officers from
the chief priests and Pharisees, came there with
lanterns, torches, and weapons.

* 18:3 The Greek word used here indicates a unit size that nor-
mally consisted of about 600 Roman soldiers.



John 18:4 lix John 18:16

4 Therefore Jesus, knowing everything that
would happen to Him, went forward and asked
them, “Who are you looking for?”

5They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
Jesus told them, “I AM.” Judas, who betrayed

Him, also stood with them. 6 Now when He told
them, “I AM,” they drew back and fell to the
ground. 7 Then He asked them again, “Who are
you looking for?”
They said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I AM. So, if you

are looking for me, let these go their way,” 9 that
the saying might be fulfilled which He spoke, “I
have lost none of those who You gaveme.”

10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it
and struck thehighpriest’s servant, and cut offhis
right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus. 11 So
Jesus told Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath!
Shouldn’t I drink the cup thatmy Father has given
me?”

12 Then the detachment of soldiers and their
commander and the officers of the Jews arrested
Jesus and tied Him up. 13 They led Him away
to Annas first, because he was the father-in-law
of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 It
was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was
expedient that oneman should die for the people.

15 Simon Peter was following Jesus, and so was
another disciple. Since the high priest knew
that disciple, he entered with Jesus into the high
priest’s court, 16 but Peter was standing just out-
side the door. So the other disciple, who the high
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priest knew, went out and spoke to the woman
who guarded the door, and brought Peter in.

17 Then the maidservant who kept the door
asked Peter, “You aren’t one of this man’s disci-
ples, too, are you?”
He said, “I am not.”
18 Because it was cold, the servants and the of-

ficers were standing there warming themselves,
having made a charcoal fire. Peter was also with
them, standing andwarming himself.

19 Then the high priest asked Jesus about His
disciples andHis doctrine. 20 Jesus answered him,
“I have spoken openly to the world. I always
taught in synagogues, and in the temple,where all
the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret.
21Why do you askme? Ask those who have heard
me to tell you what I told them. They certainly
knowwhat I said.”

22 When He had said these things, one of the
officers who stood by hit Jesus with the palm of
his hand, saying, “Is that howyou answer the high
priest?”

23 Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken evil,
testify about theevil, but if I have spokenhonestly,
why do you hit me?” 24Then Annas sent Him, still
bound, to Caiaphas, the high priest.

25Now Simon Peter stood andwarmed himself.
Therefore they asked him, “You aren’t one of His
disciples, too, are you?”
He denied it, saying, “I am not!”
26 One of the servants of the high priest, a rel-

ative of the man whose ear Peter cut off, said,
“Didn’t I see you in the garden with Him?”
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27Peter then denied it again, and immediately a
rooster crowed.

28 Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the
Praetorium.† It was early morning. They them-
selves didn’t go into the Praetorium, so that they
wouldn’t be defiled, and so that theymight eat the
Passover supper. 29 So Pilate came out to them
and asked, “What charges do you bring against
this man?” 30 They answered, “If this man wasn’t
a criminal, we wouldn’t have handed him over to
you.”

31 Then Pilate told them, “You take Him and
judge Him according to your Law.” Therefore the
Jews said tohim, “It’s illegal forus toput anyone to
death.” 32This happened so that the words would
be fulfilledwhich Jesus had spoken indicating the
kind of death he was going to die.

33 Then Pilate went back into the Praetorium,
summoned Jesus, and asked Him, “Are You the
King of the Jews?”

34 Jesus answered, “Are you speaking for your-
self about this, or did others tell you this about
me?”

35 Pilate answered, “I’m not a Jew, am I? Your
own nation and the chief priests have delivered
You tome. What have You done?”

36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom doesn’t belong
to this world. If my kingdom did belong to this
world, thenmy servantswould befighting to keep
me from being delivered up to the Jews; but as it
is, my kingdom isn’t from here.”
† 18:28 The Praetorium was the Roman Governor’s official
residence.
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37 Pilate therefore asked Him, “So You are a
king?”
Jesus answered, “You are right in saying that I

am a king. For this I have been born, and for this
I have come into the world, to testify about the
truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens
to my voice.”

38 “What is truth?” Pilate asked. After asking
this, hewent out again to the Jews and said, “I find
no basis for a charge against Him, 39but you have
a custom that I should release someone to you at
the Passover. Therefore you decide: do you want
me to release the King of the Jews to you?”

40 Then they all shouted back, saying, “Not this
man, but Barabbas!” NowBarabbaswas a robber.

19
1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.

2The soldiers twisted thorns into a crown and put
it onHis head, and they put a purple robe onHim.
3 They kept coming up to Him, saying, “Hail, King
of the Jews!” and slapping Him on the face.

4 Pilate then went out again, and told the Jews,
“Look, I’m bringing Him out to you, that you may
know that I find no basis for a charge against
Him.” 5 Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown
of thorns and the purple robe, and Pilate said
to them, “Look! Here is the man!” 6 When the
chief priests and officers saw Him, they shouted
“Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate told them,
“You take Him and crucify Him, because I find no
basis for a charge against Him.”
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7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and
according to our law He ought to die, because He
claimed to be God’s Son.”

8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more
afraid, 9 and went back into the Praetorium, and
asked Jesus, “Where are You from?” But Jesus
didn’t answer him. 10 Pilate therefore asked him,
“Do you refuse to speak to me? Don’t you know
that I have authority to release you, and authority
to crucify you?”

11 Jesus answered, “You would have no author-
ity at all against me unless it had been given you
from above. Therefore the one who delivered me
to you has the greater sin.”

12 From then on, Pilate tried to release Him,
but the Jews shouted, “If you let this man go, you
aren’t Caesar’s friend. Whoever makes himself a
king speaks against Caesar.”

13Therefore when Pilate heard these words, he
brought Jesus out, and sat down on the judgment
seat at a place called “The Pavement,” but in
Hebrew, “Gabbatha.” 14 Now it was the day of
preparation for the Passover. It was about the
sixth hour.* Pilate told the Jews, “Look! Here is
your King!”

15 They therefore shouted, “Away with Him!
Awaywith Him! Crucify Him!”
Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?”
The chief priests answered, “We have no king

but Caesar!”
16Then Pilate delivered Jesus to them to be cru-

cified. So they took Jesus and ledHimaway. 17And

* 19:14 The sixth hour since sunrise, about noon.
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He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called
the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew,
Golgotha. 18 There they crucified Him, and two
others with Him, one on either side, with Jesus in
the center. 19Now Pilate wrote a notice, and put it
on the cross. The notice said:

“JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE
JEWS.”

20 Then many of the Jews read this notice, be-
cause the place where Jesus was crucified was
near the city, and itwaswritten inHebrew, Greek,
and Latin. 21 Therefore the chief priests of the
Jews told Pilate, “Don’t write, ‘The King of the
Jews,’ but, ‘He said, “I am the King of the Jews.” ’ ”

22Pilate answered, “What I havewritten, I have
written.”

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they
split His garments into four parts, to each soldier
a part, including the tunic. Now the tunic was
without seam, woven from the top in one piece.
24 Therefore they said to one another, “Let’s not
tear it, but cast lots to see whose it will be,” that
the Scripture might be fulfilled which says:
“They dividedmy garments among them,
And for my clothing they cast lots.”†
So the soldiers did these things.
25Now Jesus’mother, His mother’s sister, Mary

the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene stood
by Jesus’ cross. 26 Therefore when Jesus saw His
mother, and the disciple who He sincerely loved
† 19:24 Psalm 22:18
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standing by, He told His mother, “Woman, here is
your son!” 27 Then He told the disciple, “Here is
your mother!” From that hour, that disciple took
her into his own home.

28After this, Jesus, knowing that everythingwas
now accomplished, so that the Scripturemight be
fulfilled, said, “I’mthirsty!” 29A jar full of vinegar‡
was standing there, so theyput a sponge full of the
vinegar on a hyssop stalk, and lifted it up to His
mouth. 30When Jesus had received the vinegar,
He said, “It is finished!” Then, He bowedHis head,
and gave up His spirit.

31Because it was the PreparationDay,§ the Jews
asked Pilate for the prisoners’ legs to be broken,
and that they might be taken away, so that the
bodies wouldn’t stay on the cross on the Sabbath
(because that Sabbath was a special one). 32Then
the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first
man and of the othermanwhowas crucifiedwith
Jesus, 33 but when they came to Jesus and saw
that He was already dead, they didn’t break His
legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced His
side with a spear, and immediately blood and
water came out. 35 He who saw it has testified,
and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is
telling the truth, so that youmay believe. 36These
things were done so that the Scripture should be
fulfilled, “Not one ofHis bones shall be broken.”**

‡ 19:29 A sour wine. § 19:31 The Preparation Day is the day
before the Sabbath. Preparations for meals and activities are
made in advance so that no work has to be done on the Sabbath.
** 19:36 Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12; Psalm 34:19-20
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37Another Scripture says, “They will look on Him
who they pierced.”††

38 After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a dis-
ciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews,
asked Pilate if he could take the body of Jesus
away; and Pilate gave him permission. So he
came and took the body of Jesus. 39 Nicodemus,
who at first came to Jesus by night, also came,
bringing about a hundred Roman pounds‡‡ of a
mixture of myrrh§§ and aloes.*** 40 So they took
the body of Jesus, andwrapped it in strips of linen
with the spices, as is the burial custom of the
Jews. 41 In the placewhereHewas crucified, there
was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in
which no one had yet been laid. 42 Because of
the JewishPreparationDay, andbecause the tomb
was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

20
1On the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene

came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and
saw that the stone had been taken away from the
tomb. 2 Then she ran and came to Simon Peter,
and to the other disciple, who Jesus loved, and
told them, “They’ve taken the Lord away, out of
†† 19:37 Zechariah 12:10 ‡‡ 19:39 100 Roman pounds equals
about 72 poundsweight or about 33 Kilograms. A Roman pound is
12 ounces. §§ 19:39Myrrh is anaromatic resin formed from the
gum that drips from the stems and branches of a low, shrubby tree
(Commiphoramyrhha and closely related trees) native to Arabian
deserts and parts of Africa. *** 19:39 Aloes probably refers
to an aromatic derivative from eaglewood (Aquilaria agallochum)
trees found today inMalaya, East Bengal, and China.
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the tomb, and we don’t know where they’ve laid
Him!” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple went
out, and were going to the tomb. 4 They both
ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter
and came to the tomb first. 5 Stooping down and
looking in, He saw the strips of linen lying there,
but he didn’t go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came,
followinghim, andwent into the tomb. Hesawthe
strips of linen lying there, 7 and the handkerchief
that had been aroundHis head, not lying with the
strips of linen, but folded together in a place by
itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who came to the
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed.
9For they still didn’t knowtheScripture, that Jesus
must rise again from the dead.

10 Then the disciples went back to their own
homes, 11 but Mary stood outside by the tomb,
weeping. As she wept, she stooped down and
looked into the tomb. 12 She saw two angels in
white sitting where the body of Jesus had been
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.
13 Then they asked her, “Woman, why are you
weeping?”
She answered them, “Because they have taken

awaymy Lord, and I don’t knowwhere they have
laid Him.”

14 Now when she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing there, but she
didn’t know that it was Jesus.

15 Jesus asked her, “Woman, why are you weep-
ing? Who are you looking for?”
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She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to
Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me
where You’ve laid Him, and Iwill takeHim away.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
She turned and said to him, “Rhabbouni!”*

(whichmeans Teacher).
17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t touch me, because

I haven’t yet ascended to my Father; but go to
my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, and to my God and your
God.’ ”

18Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples
that she had seen the Lord, and that He had told
her these things.

19 Then, that same first day of the week, at
evening, although the doors were locked where
thediscipleswereassembled (for fearof the Jews),
Jesus came and stood in their midst. He said to
them, “Peace be with you.” 20When He had said
this, He showed them His hands and His side.
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord.

21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you! As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
22Whenhehad said this, hebreathedon themand
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them. If
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 Now Thomas, called the Twin,† one of the
twelve, wasn’t with them when Jesus came.

* 20:16Rhabbouni is a Greek spelling for theHebrewwordwhich
means “my great one” and “teacher.” † 20:24 Greek: Didymus
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25 Therefore the other disciples were telling him,
“We have seen the Lord!”
But he told them, “Unless I see the imprint of

the nails in His hands, put my finger into the nail
prints, and put my hand into His side, I won’t
believe.”

26 After eight days, His disciples were again
inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the
doors having been locked, and stood in their
midst, and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then He
told Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my
hands. Reach your hand here, and put it into my
side. Don’t be doubting, but believing.”

28 Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my
God!”

29 Jesus told him, “Thomas, you have believed
because you have seenme. Blessed are thosewho
haven’t seen, and yet have believed.”

30Truly, Jesus also performedmany other signs
in the presence of the disciples, which aren’t writ-
ten in this book, 31but these have been written so
that youmay believe that Jesus is the Christ, God’s
Son; and so that believing youmayhave life inHis
name.

21
1After these things, Jesus showedHimself to the

disciples again, at the Sea of Tiberias. He showed
Himself in the following way. 2 Simon Peter,
Thomas called the Twin,* Nathanael of Cana in
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of
His disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter told
them, “I’mgoing fishing.” They said to him, “We’ll
* 21:2 Greek: Didymus
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go with you, too.” They went out immediately
and got into the boat, and that night they caught
nothing. 4 Now when the morning had come,
Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples didn’t
know that it was Jesus. 5 Therefore Jesus asked
them, “Children, you don’t have any fish, do you?”
“No,” they answered Him.
6He told them, “Cast the net on the right-hand

side of the boat, and you’ll find some.” So, they
cast the net, and then they were unable to haul it
in because of the great numberoffish. 7Therefore
that disciple who Jesus sincerely loved told Peter,
“It’s the Lord!” So when Simon Peter heard that
it was the Lord, he put his outer garment on (for
he had taken it off), and threw himself into the
sea. 8 The other disciples came in the little boat,
for they weren’t far from land, but about two
hundred cubits†away, dragging thenet full of fish.
9 So when they came ashore, they saw a charcoal
fire already burning, with fish and bread placed
on it.

10 Jesus told them, “Bring some of the fish that
you just caught.” 11 Simon Peter went up and
dragged the net to land, full of one hundred fifty-
three large fish. Although therewere somany, the
net wasn’t torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and
eat breakfast.” Yet none of the disciples dared ask
Him, “Who are You?” They knew that it was the
Lord. 13 Jesus then came and took the bread and
gave it to them, and likewise the fish. 14 This is

† 21:8 200 cubits equals about 100 yards or about 91meters
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now the third time that Jesus showed Himself to
His disciples after He was raised from the dead.

15When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus asked
Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you sin-
cerely lovememore than these?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord. You know that I love

You.”
“Feed my lambs,” Jesus replied. 16 He asked

him a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you
sincerely loveme?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord. You know that I love

You.”
“Shepherd my sheep,” He replied. 17He asked

the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love
me?”
Peter was grieved because He asked him the

third time, “Do you love me?” He answered,
“Lord, You know everything. You know that I love
You.”
“Feed My sheep,” Jesus replied. 18 “Most as-

suredly, I tell you, when you were younger, you
dressed yourself and walked where you wanted
to; but when you are old, you will stretch out
your hands, and another will dress you and carry
you where you don’t want to go.” 19He said this
to indicate what kind of death he would glorify
God with. When He had said this, He told Peter,
“Followme!”

20 Then Peter, turning around, saw a disciple
following. This was the disciple who Jesus sin-
cerely loved, the one who had also leaned on
Jesus’ breast at the supper and asked, “Lord, who
is going to betray You?” 21 Peter therefore, seeing
him, asked Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?”
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22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain
until I come, what is that to you? You follow
me!” 23Because of this answer, the rumor spread
among thebrothers that thisdisciplewouldn’t die,
but Jesus didn’t tell him that he wouldn’t die, but
only, “If I want him to remain until I come, what
is that to you?”

24 This is the disciple who testifies about these
things, andwhowrote these things. We know that
his testimony is true. 25There are alsomany other
things that Jesus did, which if they were written
one by one, I suppose that even the world itself
couldn’t contain the books that would be written.
Amen.
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