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Preface to theWorld
English Bible

What is the Holy Bible?
The Holy Bible is a collection of books

and letters written by many people who
were inspired by the Holy Spirit of God.
These books tell us how we can be saved
from the evil of thisworld and gain eternal
life that is truly worth living. Although
the Holy Bible contains rules of conduct,
it is not just a rule book. It reveals God’s
heart—a Father’s heart, full of love and
compassion. The Holy Bible tells youwhat
you need to know and believe to be saved
from sin and evil and how to live a life that
is truly worth living, no matter what your
current circumstances may be.
The Holy Bible consists of two main sec-

tions: theOldTestament (includingPsalms
and Proverbs) and the New Testament
(Matthew through Revelation). The Old
Testament records God’s interaction with
mankind beforeHe sent His son to redeem
us, while recording prophesy predicting
that coming. TheNewTestament tells us of
God’s SonandAnointedOne, Jesus, and the
wonderful salvation thatHepurchased for
us.
The same Holy Spirit who inspired the

HolyBible is living amongus today, andHe
is happy to help you understand what He
intended as you study His Word. Just ask
Him, and He is more than happy to help
you apply His message to your life.
The Old Testament was originally writ-

tenmostly in Hebrew. The New Testament
was originally written mostly in the com-
mon street Greek (not the formal Greek
used for official legal matters). The Holy
Bible is translated into many languages,
and being translated into many more, so
that everyonemay have an opportunity to
hear the Good News about Jesus Christ.†

Why was the World English Bible trans-
lated?
There are already many good transla-

tions of the Holy Bible into contemporary
English. Unfortunately, almost all of them

are restricted by copyright and copyright
holder policy. This restricts publication
and republication of God’s Word in many
ways, such as in downloadable files on
the Internet, use of extensive quotations
in books, etc. The World English Bible
was commissioned by God in response to
prayer about this subject.
Because the World English Bible is in

the Public Domain (not copyrighted), it
can be freely copied, distributed, and re-
distributed without any payment of royal-
ties. You don’t even have to ask permis-
sion to do so. You may publish the whole
World English Bible in book form, bind it
in leather and sell it. You may incorporate
it into your Bible study software. You may
make and distribute audio recordings of
it. You may broadcast it. All you have to
do is maintain the integrity of God’s Word
before God, and reserve the name “World
English Bible” for faithful copies of this
translation.

How was the World English Bible trans-
lated?
The World English Bible is an update

of the American Standard Version (ASV)
of the Holy Bible, published in 1901. A
customcomputer programupdated the ar-
chaic words andword forms to contempo-
rary equivalents, and then a team of vol-
unteers proofread and updated the gram-
mar. The New Testament was updated
in places to conform to the Byzantine Ma-
jority Text reconstruction of the original
Greekmanuscripts, thus taking advantage
of the superior access to manuscripts that
we have now compared to when the origi-
nal ASVwas translated.

What is different about the World En-
glish Bible?
The style of the World English Bible,

while fairly literally translated, is in infor-
mal, spoken English. The World English
Bible is designed to sound good and be
accurate when read aloud. It is not formal
in its language, just as the original Greek
of the New Testament was not formal. The
WEB uses contractions rather freely.

† : “Christ”means “Anointed One”.
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The World English Bible doesn’t capi-
talize pronouns pertaining to God. The
original manuscripts made no such dis-
tinction. Hebrew has no such thing as up-
per and lower case, and the original Greek
manuscriptswerewritten inall upper case
letters. Attempting to add in suchadistinc-
tion raises some difficulties in translating
dual-meaning Scriptures such as the coro-
nation psalms.
The Classic World English Bible trans-

lates God’s Proper Name in the Old Tes-
tament as “Yahweh.” All other editions
of the World English Bible translate the
same name as “LORD” (all capital letters),
or when used with “Lord” (mixed case,
translated from “Adonai”), GOD. There are
solid translational arguments for both tra-
ditions.
Because World English Bible uses the

Byzantine Majority Text (MT) as the pri-
mary basis for the New Testament, you
may notice the following differences in
comparing theWEB to other translations:
The order of Matthew 23:13 and 14 is
reversed in some translations.

Luke 17:36 and Acts 15:34, which are
not found in the majority of the Greek
Manuscripts (and are relegated to
footnotes in theWEB)maybe included
in some other translations.

Romans 14:24-26 in the WEB may ap-
pear as Romans 16:25-27 in other
translations.

1 John5:7-8 containsanaddition in some
translations, including the KJV. Eras-
mus admitted adding this text to his
publishedGreekNewTestament, even
though he could at first find no Greek
manuscript support for it, because he
was being pressured by men to do so,
and because he didn’t see any doc-
trinal harm in it. Lots of things not
written by John in this letter are true,
butwedecline to add them towhat the
Holy Spirit inspired through John.

With all of the above and some other
places where lack of clarity in the original
manuscripts has led to multiple possible
readings, significant variants are listed in
footnotes. The reading that in our prayer-
ful judgment is best is in the main text.

Overall, the World English Bible doesn’t
differ very much from several other good
contemporary English translations of the
Holy Bible. The message of Salvation
through Jesus Christ is still the same. The
point of this translation was not to be very
different (except for legal status), but to
update the ASV for readability while re-
taining or improving the accuracy of that
well-respected translation and retaining
the public domain status of the ASV.

Does theWorld English Bible include the
Apocrypha?
The World English Bible is an ecumeni-

cal project that includes books included
in Bibles in many denominations. The
main 66 books of the Old and New Tes-
taments are recognized as Scripture by
all true Christians. There are also books
considered to be part of, depending on
which book and who you ask, Deutero-
canon, Apocrypha, and Pseudepigrapha.
The Deuterocanon/Apocrypha books are
included in the printed editions marked
“Ecumenical” but not in the printed edi-
tions marked “Old and New Testaments”.
The following books and parts of books

are recognized as Deuterocanonical Scrip-
ture by the Roman Catholic, Greek, and
Russian Orthodox Churches: Tobit, Judith,
Esther from the Greek Septuagint, TheWis-
dom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus (also called
TheWisdomof Jesus Son of Sirach),Baruch,
The Song of the Three Holy Children, Su-
sanna, and Bel and the Dragon, 1 Mac-
cabees, 2 Maccabees. In this edition, The
Letter of Jeremiah is included as chapter
6 of Baruch. Three of those books come
from parts of Daniel found in the Greek
Septuagint, but not the Hebrew Old Testa-
ment: The Song of the Three Holy Children,
Susanna, and Bel and the Dragon. These
three are included in Daniel (Greek), in
context, as theymakemore sense thatway.
The following books are recognized as

Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Greek
and Russian Orthodox Churches, but not
the Roman Catholic Church: 1 Esdras, The
Prayer ofManasseh, Psalm151, and 3Mac-
cabees. Note that 1 Esdras and the Prayer
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ofManasseh are also in an appendix to the
Latin Vulgate Bible.
The Slavonic Bible includes 2 Esdras, but

calls it 3 Esdras. This same book is in the
Appendix to the Latin Vulgate as 4 Esdras.
An appendix to the Greek Septuagint

contains 4 Maccabees. It is included for its
historical value.
Among Christian denominations and

among individual Christians, opinions
vary widely on the Deuterocanon/ Apoc-
rypha, as do the collective names they
give them. Many regard them as useful in
gaining additional understanding of the
Old and New Testaments and the hand
of God in history, even if they don’t give
them the same status as the 66 books of
the Old and New Testaments. They are
included here in support of the churches
and individuals who read them and use
them, as separate from, but frequently
used with, the core canon of the 66 books
of the Holy Bible.

What areMT, TR, and NU?
In the footnotes, MT refers to the Byzan-

tine Greek Majority Text New Testament,
which isusually in themain text. TRstands
for Textus Receptus, which is the Greek
Text from which the King James Version
New Testament was translated. NU stands
for theNestle-Aland/UBS critical text of the
Greek New Testament, which is used as a
basis for some other Bible translations.

More Information
For answers to frequently asked ques-

tions about theWorld English Bible, please
visit our web site atWorldEnglish.Bible.
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The First Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called

Genesis
1 In the beginning, God† created the

heavens and the earth.
2 The earth was formless and empty.

Darkness was on the surface of the deep
and God’s Spirit was hovering over the
surface of the waters.

3God said, “Let there be light,” and there
was light.

4 God saw the light, and saw that it was
good. God divided the light from the dark-
ness.

5Godcalled the light “day”, and thedark-
ness he called “night”. There was evening
and there wasmorning, the first day.

6 God said, “Let there be an expanse in
the middle of the waters, and let it divide
the waters from the waters.”

7 God made the expanse, and divided
the waters which were under the expanse
from the waters which were above the
expanse; and it was so.

8 God called the expanse “sky”. There
was evening and there was morning, a
second day.

9God said, “Let the waters under the sky
be gathered together to one place, and let
the dry land appear;” and it was so.

10 God called the dry land “earth”, and
the gathering together of the waters he
called “seas”. God saw that it was good.

11 God said, “Let the earth yield grass,
herbs yielding seeds, and fruit trees bear-
ing fruit after their kind, with their seeds
in it, on the earth;” and it was so.

12Theearthyieldedgrass, herbs yielding
seed after their kind, and trees bearing
fruit, with their seeds in it, after their kind;
and God saw that it was good.

13 There was evening and there was
morning, a third day.

14 God said, “Let there be lights in the
expanse of the sky to divide the day from
thenight; and let thembe for signs tomark
seasons, days, and years;

15 and let them be for lights in the ex-
panse of the sky to give light on the earth;”
and it was so.

16 God made the two great lights: the
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser
light to rule the night. He also made the
stars.

17God set them in the expanse of the sky
to give light to the earth,

18 and to rule over the day and over
the night, and to divide the light from the
darkness. God saw that it was good.

19 There was evening and there was
morning, a fourth day.

20God said, “Let thewaters aboundwith
living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth in the open expanse of the sky.”

21 God created the large sea creatures
and every living creature thatmoves, with
which the waters swarmed, after their
kind, and every winged bird after its kind.
God saw that it was good.

22God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful,
and multiply, and fill the waters in the
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”

23 There was evening and there was
morning, a fifth day.

24God said, “Let the earth produce living
creatures after their kind, livestock, creep-
ing things, and animals of the earth after
their kind;” and it was so.

25 God made the animals of the earth
after their kind, and the livestock after
their kind, and everything that creeps on
the ground after its kind. God saw that it
was good.

26 God said, “Let’s make man in our im-
age, after our likeness. Let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the birds of the sky, and over the livestock,
and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

27 God created man in his own image.
In God’s image he created him; male and
female he created them.

28 God blessed them. God said to them,
“Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and
subdue it. Have dominion over the fish
of the sea, over the birds of the sky, and

† 1:1 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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over every living thing that moves on the
earth.”

29 God said, “Behold,‡ I have given you
every herb yielding seed, which is on the
surface of all the earth, and every tree,
which bears fruit yielding seed. It will be
your food.

30 To every animal of the earth, and to
every bird of the sky, and to everything
that creeps on the earth, in which there
is life, I have given every green herb for
food;” and it was so.

31God saw everything that he hadmade,
and, behold, it was very good. There was
evening and there was morning, a sixth
day.

2
1 The heavens, the earth, and all their

vast array were finished.
2 On the seventh day God finished his

workwhich he had done; and he rested on
the seventhday fromall hisworkwhichhe
had done.

3God blessed the seventh day, andmade
it holy, because he rested in it from all his
work of creation which he had done.

4 This is the history of the generations
of the heavens and of the earth when they
were created, in the day that Yahweh†God
made the earth and the heavens.

5 No plant of the field was yet in the
earth, and no herb of the field had yet
sprungup; for YahwehGodhadnot caused
it to rain on the earth. Therewasnot aman
to till the ground,

6but a mist went up from the earth, and
watered the whole surface of the ground.

7YahwehGod formedman from thedust
of the ground, and breathed into his nos-
trils the breath of life; and man became a
living soul.

8 Yahweh God planted a garden east-
ward, in Eden, and there he put the man
whom he had formed.

9 Out of the ground Yahweh God made
every tree to grow that is pleasant to the
sight, and good for food, including the tree

of life in the middle of the garden and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10A river went out of Eden to water the
garden; and from there it was parted, and
became the source of four rivers.

11Thenameof thefirst is Pishon: it flows
through the whole land of Havilah, where
there is gold;

12and the gold of that land is good. Bdel-
lium‡ and onyx stone are also there.

13The name of the second river is Gihon.
It is the same river that flows through the
whole land of Cush.

14 The name of the third river is Hid-
dekel. This is the one which flows in front
of Assyria. The fourth river is the Eu-
phrates.

15 Yahweh God took the man, and put
him into the garden of Eden to cultivate
and keep it.

16 Yahweh God commanded the man,
saying, “Youmay freely eat of every tree of
the garden;

17 but you shall not eat of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil; for in the day
that you eat of it, you will surely die.”

18YahwehGodsaid, “It is not good for the
man to be alone. I will make him a helper
comparable to§ him.”

19Out of the groundYahwehGod formed
every animal of the field, and every bird
of the sky, and brought them to the man
to see what he would call them. Whatever
the man called every living creature be-
came its name.

20 The man gave names to all livestock,
and to the birds of the sky, and to every
animal of the field; but for man there was
not found a helper comparable to him.

21 Yahweh God caused the man to fall
into a deep sleep. As theman slept, he took
oneof his ribs, and closedup theflesh in its
place.

22Yahweh God made a woman from the
rib which he had taken from theman, and
brought her to theman.

23Theman said, “This is now bone ofmy
bones, and flesh of my flesh. She will be

‡ 1:29 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
† 2:4 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 2:12 or,
aromatic resin § 2:18 or, suitable for, or appropriate for.
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called ‘woman,’ because shewas taken out
of Man.”

24 Therefore a man will leave his father
and hismother, andwill joinwith his wife,
and they will be one flesh.

25 The man and his wife were both
naked, and they were not ashamed.

3
1Now the serpent was more subtle than

any animal of the field which Yahweh God
hadmade. He said to thewoman, “HasGod
really said, ‘You shall not eat of any tree of
the garden’?”

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat fruit from the trees of the garden,

3 but not the fruit of the tree which is in
the middle of the garden. God has said,
‘You shall not eat of it. You shall not touch
it, lest you die.’ ”

4 The serpent said to the woman, “You
won’t really die,

5 for God knows that in the day you eat
it, your eyes will be opened, and you will
be like God, knowing good and evil.”

6When thewoman saw that the treewas
good for food, and that it was a delight
to the eyes, and that the tree was to be
desired tomake onewise, she took someof
its fruit, andate. Thenshegavesome toher
husbandwith her, and he ate it, too.

7Their eyes were opened, and they both
knew that they were naked. They sewed
fig leaves together, andmade coverings for
themselves.

8 They heard Yahweh God’s voice walk-
ing in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves
from the presence of Yahweh God among
the trees of the garden.

9YahwehGodcalled to theman, and said
to him, “Where are you?”

10 The man said, “I heard your voice in
the garden, and Iwas afraid, because Iwas
naked; so I hid myself.”

11God said, “Who told you that youwere
naked? Have you eaten from the tree that
I commanded you not to eat from?”

12Theman said, “Thewomanwhomyou
gave to bewithme, she gaveme fruit from
the tree, and I ate it.”

13YahwehGodsaid to thewoman, “What
have you done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived

me, and I ate.”
14Yahweh God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
you are cursed above all livestock,
and above every animal of the field.

You shall go on your belly
and you shall eat dust all the days of
your life.

15 I will put hostility between you and the
woman,

and between your offspring and her
offspring.

He will bruise your head,
and youwill bruise his heel.”

16To the woman he said,
“I will greatly multiply your pain in child-

birth.
You will bear children in pain.

Your desire will be for your husband,
and he will rule over you.”

17To Adam he said,
“Because you have listened to your wife’s

voice,
and have eaten from the tree,
about which I commanded you, say-
ing, ‘You shall not eat of it,’

the ground is cursed for your sake.
Youwill eat from itwithmuch labor all the

days of your life.
18 It will yield thorns and thistles to
you;

and youwill eat the herb of the field.
19 You will eat bread by the sweat of your

face until you return to the ground,
for you were taken out of it.

For you are dust,
and you shall return to dust.”

20 The man called his wife Eve because
she would be themother of all the living.

21 Yahweh God made garments of ani-
mal skins for Adam and for his wife, and
clothed them.

22 Yahweh God said, “Behold, the man
has become like one of us, knowing good
and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand,
andalso take of the tree of life, andeat, and
live forever—”
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23 Therefore Yahweh God sent him out
from the garden of Eden, to till the ground
fromwhich he was taken.

24Sohedroveout theman; andheplaced
cherubim† at the east of the garden of
Eden, and a flaming sword which turned
every way, to guard the way to the tree of
life.

4
1 The man knew† Eve his wife. She con-

ceived,‡ and gave birth to Cain, and said, “I
have gotten amanwith Yahweh’s help.”

2Again she gave birth, to Cain’s brother
Abel. Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain
was a tiller of the ground.

3As time passed, Cain brought an offer-
ing to Yahweh from the fruit of the ground.

4Abel also brought some of the firstborn
ofhisflockandof its fat. Yahwehrespected
Abel and his offering,

5but he didn’t respect Cain and his offer-
ing. Cain was very angry, and the expres-
sion on his face fell.

6 Yahweh said to Cain, “Why are you
angry? Why has the expression of your
face fallen?

7 If you do well, won’t it be lifted up? If
you don’t do well, sin crouches at the door.
Its desire is foryou, but youare to ruleover
it.”

8 Cain said to Abel, his brother, “Let’s go
into thefield.” While theywere in thefield,
Cain rose up against Abel, his brother, and
killed him.

9 Yahweh said to Cain, “Where is Abel,
your brother?”
Hesaid, “I don’t know. AmImybrother’s

keeper?”
10 Yahweh said, “What have you done?

The voice of your brother’s blood cries to
me from the ground.

11 Now you are cursed because of the
ground, which has opened its mouth to
receive your brother’s blood from your
hand.

12 From now on, when you till the
ground, it won’t yield its strength to you.
Youwill bea fugitiveandawanderer in the
earth.”

13Cain said to Yahweh, “My punishment
is greater than I can bear.

14Behold, you have drivenme out today
from the surface of the ground. I will be
hidden from your face, and Iwill be a fugi-
tive and awanderer in the earth. Whoever
findsmewill kill me.”

15 Yahweh said to him, “Therefore who-
ever slaysCain, vengeancewill be takenon
him sevenfold.” Yahweh appointed a sign
for Cain, so that anyonefinding himwould
not strike him.

16Cain left Yahweh’s presence, and lived
in the land of Nod, east of Eden.

17 Cain knew his wife. She conceived,
and gave birth to Enoch. He built a city,
and named the city after the name of his
son, Enoch.

18 Irad was born to Enoch. Irad became
the father of Mehujael. Mehujael became
the father of Methushael. Methushael be-
came the father of Lamech.

19 Lamech took two wives: the name of
thefirst onewasAdah, and thenameof the
second one was Zillah.

20Adah gave birth to Jabal, who was the
father of thosewhodwell in tents andhave
livestock.

21 His brother’s name was Jubal, who
was the father of all who handle the harp
and pipe.

22 Zillah also gave birth to Tubal Cain,
the forger of every cutting instrument of
bronze and iron. Tubal Cain’s sister was
Naamah.

23Lamech said to his wives,
“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice.

You wives of Lamech, listen to my
speech,

for I have slain aman for woundingme,
a youngman for bruisingme.

24 If Cain will be avenged seven times,
truly Lamech seventy-seven times.”

25 Adam knew his wife again. She gave
birth to a son, and named him Seth, say-
ing, “for God has given me another child
instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.”

26 A son was also born to Seth, and he
namedhimEnosh. At that timemenbegan
to call on Yahweh’s name.

† 3:24 cherubim are powerful angelic creatures, messengers of Godwith wings. See Ezekiel 10. † 4:1 or, lay with,
or, had relations with ‡ 4:1 or, became pregnant
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5
1 This is the book of the generations of

Adam. In the day that God createdman, he
made him in God’s likeness.

2He created themmale and female, and
blessed them. On the day they were cre-
ated, he named them Adam.†

3 Adam lived one hundred thirty years,
and became the father of a son in his own
likeness, after his image, and named him
Seth.

4 The days of Adam after he became the
father of Seth were eight hundred years,
andhebecame the fatherof other sonsand
daughters.

5All the days that Adam lived were nine
hundred thirty years, then he died.

6Seth lived one hundred five years, then
became the father of Enosh.

7Seth lived after he became the father of
Enosh eight hundred seven years, and be-
came the father of other sons and daugh-
ters.

8 All of the days of Seth were nine hun-
dred twelve years, then he died.

9 Enosh lived ninety years, and became
the father of Kenan.

10 Enosh lived after he became the fa-
ther of Kenan eight hundred fifteen years,
and became the father of other sons and
daughters.

11 All of the days of Enosh were nine
hundred five years, then he died.

12 Kenan lived seventy years, then be-
came the father of Mahalalel.

13Kenan livedafterhebecame the father
of Mahalalel eight hundred forty years,
and became the father of other sons and
daughters

14and all of the days of Kenanwere nine
hundred ten years, then he died.

15 Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, then
became the father of Jared.

16 Mahalalel lived after he became the
father of Jared eight hundred thirty years,
and became the father of other sons and
daughters.

17All of the days ofMahalalel were eight
hundred ninety-five years, then he died.

18 Jared lived one hundred sixty-two
years, then became the father of Enoch.

19 Jared lived after he became the father
of Enoch eight hundred years, andbecame
the father of other sons and daughters.

20All of the days of Jaredwere nine hun-
dred sixty-two years, then he died.

21 Enoch lived sixty-five years, then be-
came the father of Methuselah.

22 After Methuselah’s birth, Enoch
walked with God for three hundred years,
and became the father of more sons and
daughters.

23All the days of Enoch were three hun-
dred sixty-five years.

24 Enoch walked with God, and he was
not found, for God took him.

25Methuselah lived one hundred eighty-
seven years, then became the father of
Lamech.

26Methuselah lived after he became the
father of Lamech seven hundred eighty-
two years, and became the father of other
sons and daughters.

27 All the days of Methuselah were nine
hundred sixty-nine years, then he died.

28Lamech lived one hundred eighty-two
years, then became the father of a son.

29HenamedhimNoah, saying, “This one
will comfort us in our work and in the toil
of our hands, caused by the ground which
Yahweh has cursed.”

30 Lamech lived after he became the
father of Noah five hundred ninety-five
years, and became the father of other sons
and daughters.

31 All the days of Lamech were seven
hundred seventy-seven years, then he
died.

32Noahwasfivehundred years old, then
Noah became the father of Shem, Ham,
and Japheth.

6
1 When men began to multiply on the

surface of the ground, and daughterswere
born to them,

2 God’s sons saw that men’s daughters
werebeautiful, and they tookany that they
wanted for themselves as wives.

3 Yahweh said, “My Spirit will not strive
with man forever, because he also is flesh;

† 5:2 “Adam” and “Man” are spelled with the exact same consonants in Hebrew, so this can be correctly translated
either way. † 6:4 or, giants
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so his days will be one hundred twenty
years.”

4 The Nephilim† were in the earth in
those days, and also after that, when
God’s sons came in to men’s daughters
and had children with them. Those were
the mighty men who were of old, men of
renown.

5 Yahweh saw that the wickedness of
manwas great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts ofman’s heart
was continually only evil.

6 Yahweh was sorry that he had made
man on the earth, and it grieved him in his
heart.

7Yahweh said, “Iwill destroymanwhom
I have created from the surface of the
ground—man, along with animals, creep-
ing things, and birds of the sky—for I am
sorry that I havemade them.”

8ButNoah found favor inYahweh’s eyes.
9This is the history of the generations of

Noah: Noah was a righteous man, blame-
less among the people of his time. Noah
walked with God.

10Noah became the father of three sons:
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

11Theearthwas corrupt beforeGod, and
the earth was filled with violence.

12God saw the earth, and saw that it was
corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their
way on the earth.

13God said to Noah, “I will bring an end
to all flesh, for the earth is filled with vio-
lence through them. Behold, I will destroy
them and the earth.

14Make a ship of gopherwood. You shall
make rooms in the ship, and shall seal it
inside and outside with pitch.

15 This is how you shall make it. The
length of the ship shall be three hundred
cubits,‡ its width fifty cubits, and its height
thirty cubits.

16 You shall make a roof in the ship, and
you shall finish it to a cubit upward. You
shall set the door of the ship in its side. You
shall make it with lower, second, and third
levels.

17 I, even I, will bring the flood of waters
on this earth, to destroyall fleshhaving the

breath of life from under the sky. Every-
thing that is in the earth will die.

18 But I will establish my covenant with
you. You shall come into the ship, you,
your sons, your wife, and your sons’wives
with you.

19 Of every living thing of all flesh, you
shall bring two of every sort into the ship,
to keep them alive with you. They shall be
male and female.

20Of thebirdsafter their kind, of the live-
stock after their kind, of every creeping
thing of the ground after its kind, two of
every sort will come to you, to keep them
alive.

21 Take with you some of all food that is
eaten, and gather it to yourself; and it will
be for food for you, and for them.”

22 Thus Noah did. He did all that God
commanded him.

7
1 Yahweh said to Noah, “Come with all

of your household into the ship, for I have
seen your righteousness before me in this
generation.

2 You shall take seven pairs of every
clean animal with you, the male and his
female. Of the animals that are not clean,
take two, themale and his female.

3 Also of the birds of the sky, seven and
seven, male and female, to keep seed alive
on the surface of all the earth.

4 In seven days, I will cause it to rain on
the earth for forty days and forty nights. I
will destroy every living thing that I have
made from the surface of the ground.”

5Noah did everything that Yahweh com-
manded him.

6Noah was six hundred years old when
the flood of waters came on the earth.

7Noah went into the ship with his sons,
hiswife, andhis sons’wives, becauseof the
floodwaters.

8Clean animals, unclean animals, birds,
and everything that creeps on the ground

9 went by pairs to Noah into the ship,
male and female, as God commanded
Noah.

10 After the seven days, the floodwaters
came on the earth.

‡ 6:15 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s
life, in the second month, on the seven-
teenth day of themonth, on that day all the
fountainsof thegreatdeepburst open, and
the sky’s windows opened.

12 It rained on the earth forty days and
forty nights.

13 In the same day Noah, and Shem,
Ham, and Japheth—the sons of Noah—and
Noah’swife and the threewives of his sons
with them, entered into the ship—

14 they, and every animal after its kind,
all the livestock after their kind, every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth
after its kind, and every bird after its kind,
every bird of every sort.

15 Pairs from all flesh with the breath of
life in themwent into the ship to Noah.

16 Those who went in, went in male and
female of all flesh, as God commanded
him; then Yahweh shut him in.

17The flood was forty days on the earth.
The waters increased, and lifted up the
ship, and it was lifted up above the earth.

18Thewaters rose, and increasedgreatly
on the earth; and the ship floated on the
surface of the waters.

19Thewaters roseveryhighon theearth.
All thehighmountains thatwereunder the
whole sky were covered.

20The waters rose fifteen cubits† higher,
and themountains were covered.

21All flesh died that moved on the earth,
including birds, livestock, animals, every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth,
and everyman.

22 All on the dry land, in whose nostrils
was the breath of the spirit of life, died.

23 Every living thing was destroyed that
was on the surface of the ground, includ-
ing man, livestock, creeping things, and
birds of the sky. Theywere destroyed from
the earth. Only Noah was left, and those
whowere with him in the ship.

24Thewaters flooded the earth one hun-
dred fifty days.

8
1 God remembered Noah, all the ani-

mals, and all the livestock that were with

him in the ship; and God made a wind to
pass over the earth. The waters subsided.

2The deep’s fountains and the sky’s win-
dowswere also stopped, and the rain from
the sky was restrained.

3 The waters continually receded from
the earth. After the end of one hundred
fifty days the waters receded.

4 The ship rested in the seventh month,
on the seventeenth day of the month, on
Ararat’s mountains.

5 The waters receded continually until
the tenth month. In the tenth month, on
the first day of the month, the tops of the
mountains were visible.

6 At the end of forty days, Noah opened
the window of the ship which he had
made,

7 and he sent out a raven. It went back
and forth, until the waters were dried up
from the earth.

8He himself sent out a dove to see if the
waterswereabated fromthe surfaceof the
ground,

9but the dove found no place to rest her
foot, and she returned into the ship to him,
for the waters were on the surface of the
whole earth. He put out his hand, and took
her, and brought her to him into the ship.

10Hewaited yet another sevendays; and
again he sent the dove out of the ship.

11The dove came back to him at evening
and, behold, in her mouth was a freshly
plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the
waters were abated from the earth.

12Hewaited yet another seven days, and
sent out the dove; and she didn’t return to
him anymore.

13 In the six hundred first year, in the
first month, the first day of the month,
the waters were dried up from the earth.
Noah removed the covering of the ship,
and looked. He saw that the surface of the
groundwas dry.

14 In the second month, on the twenty-
seventh day of the month, the earth was
dry.

15God spoke to Noah, saying,
16 “Go out of the ship, you, your wife,

your sons, and your sons’wives with you.
† 7:20 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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17 Bring out with you every living thing
that iswith youof all flesh, includingbirds,
livestock, and every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth, that they may breed
abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful,
andmultiply on the earth.”

18Noahwent out, with his sons, his wife,
and his sons’wives with him.

19 Every animal, every creeping thing,
and every bird, whatever moves on the
earth, after their families, went out of the
ship.

20 Noah built an altar to Yahweh, and
took of every clean animal, and of every
clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on
the altar.

21 Yahweh smelled the pleasant aroma.
Yahweh said in his heart, “I will not again
curse the ground any more for man’s sake
because the imagination of man’s heart is
evil from his youth. I will never again
strike every living thing, as I have done.

22 While the earth remains, seed time
and harvest, and cold and heat, and sum-
mer andwinter, and day and nightwill not
cease.”

9
1 God blessed Noah and his sons, and

said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, and
replenish the earth.

2 The fear of you and the dread of you
will be on every animal of the earth, and
on every bird of the sky. Everything that
moves along the ground, and all the fish of
the sea, are delivered into your hand.

3 Every moving thing that lives will be
food for you. As I gave you the green herb,
I have given everything to you.

4 But flesh with its life, that is, its blood,
you shall not eat.

5 I will surely require accounting for
your life’s blood. At the hand of every
animal Iwill require it. At thehandofman,
even at the hand of every man’s brother, I
will require the life of man.

6Whoever sheds man’s blood, his blood
will be shed byman, for Godmademan in
his own image.

7 Be fruitful and multiply. Increase
abundantly in the earth, and multiply in
it.”

8God spoke to Noah and to his sons with
him, saying,

9 “As for me, behold, I establish my
covenant with you, and with your off-
spring after you,

10 and with every living creature that
is with you: the birds, the livestock, and
every animal of the earth with you, of all
that go out of the ship, even every animal
of the earth.

11 I will establish my covenant with you:
All fleshwill not be cut off anymore by the
waters of the flood. Therewill never again
be a flood to destroy the earth.”

12 God said, “This is the token of the
covenant which I make between me and
you and every living creature that is with
you, for perpetual generations:

13 I set my rainbow in the cloud, and it
will be a sign of a covenant between me
and the earth.

14 When I bring a cloud over the earth,
that the rainbowwill be seen in the cloud,

15 I will remember my covenant, which
is between me and you and every living
creature of all flesh, and thewaterswill no
more become a flood to destroy all flesh.

16The rainbowwill be in the cloud. Iwill
look at it, that I may remember the ever-
lasting covenant between God and every
living creature of all flesh that is on the
earth.”

17 God said to Noah, “This is the token
of the covenant which I have established
between me and all flesh that is on the
earth.”

18 The sons of Noah who went out from
the ship were Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
Ham is the father of Canaan.

19 These three were the sons of Noah,
and from these the whole earth was pop-
ulated.

20 Noah began to be a farmer, and
planted a vineyard.

21 He drank of the wine and got drunk.
He was uncovered within his tent.

22 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the
nakedness of his father, and told his two
brothers outside.

23Shemand Japheth tookagarment, and
laid it on both their shoulders, went in
backwards, and covered the nakedness of
their father. Their faces were backwards,



Genesis 9:24 12 Genesis 11:1

and they didn’t see their father’s naked-
ness.

24Noah awoke from his wine, and knew
what his youngest son had done to him.

25He said,
“Canaan is cursed.

He will be a servant of servants to his
brothers.”

26He said,
“Blessed be Yahweh, the God of Shem.

Let Canaan be his servant.
27May God enlarge Japheth.

Let him dwell in the tents of Shem.
Let Canaan be his servant.”

28 Noah lived three hundred fifty years
after the flood.

29 All the days of Noah were nine hun-
dred fifty years, and then he died.

10
1 Now this is the history of the gener-

ations of the sons of Noah and of Shem,
Ham, and Japheth. Sonswereborn to them
after the flood.

2 The sons of Japheth were: Gomer, Ma-
gog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and
Tiras.

3 The sons of Gomer were: Ashkenaz,
Riphath, and Togarmah.

4 The sons of Javan were: Elishah,
Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.

5Of thesewere the islands of the nations
divided in their lands, everyone after his
language, after their families, in their na-
tions.

6The sons of Hamwere: Cush, Mizraim,
Put, and Canaan.

7 The sons of Cush were: Seba, Havilah,
Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of
Raamahwere: Sheba and Dedan.

8Cush became the father of Nimrod. He
began to be amighty one in the earth.

9 He was a mighty hunter before Yah-
weh. Therefore it is said, “like Nimrod, a
mighty hunter before Yahweh”.

10The beginning of his kingdomwas Ba-
bel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land
of Shinar.

11Out of that land he went into Assyria,
and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah,

12 and Resen between Nineveh and the
great city Calah.

13Mizraim became the father of Ludim,
Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim,

14 Pathrusim, Casluhim (which the
Philistines descended from), and Caph-
torim.

15 Canaan became the father of Sidon
(his firstborn), Heth,

16 the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Gir-
gashites,

17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites,
18 the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the

Hamathites. Afterward the families of the
Canaanites were spread abroad.

19 The border of the Canaanites was
from Sidon—as you go toward Gerar—to
Gaza—as you go toward Sodom, Gomor-
rah, Admah, and Zeboiim—to Lasha.

20 These are the sons of Ham, after their
families, according to their languages, in
their lands and their nations.

21 Children were also born to Shem (the
elder brother of Japheth), the father of all
the children of Eber.

22The sons of Shemwere: Elam, Asshur,
Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram.

23 The sons of Aram were: Uz, Hul,
Gether, andMash.

24Arpachshad became the father of She-
lah. Shelah became the father of Eber.

25ToEberwereborn twosons. Thename
of the one was Peleg, for in his days the
earthwasdivided. His brother’s namewas
Joktan.

26 Joktan became the father of Almodad,
Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah,

27Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
28Obal, Abimael, Sheba,
29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these

were the sons of Joktan.
30 Their dwelling extended fromMesha,

as you go toward Sephar, the mountain of
the east.

31 These are the sons of Shem, by their
families, according to their languages,
lands, and nations.

32 These are the families of the sons of
Noah, by their generations, according to
their nations. The nations divided from
these in the earth after the flood.

11
1 The whole earth was of one language

and of one speech.
† 11:2 LXX reads “from the east”.
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2 As they traveled east,† they found a
plain in the land of Shinar, and they lived
there.

3 They said to one another, “Come, let’s
make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.”
They had brick for stone, and they used tar
for mortar.

4They said, “Come, let’sbuildourselvesa
city, and a tower whose top reaches to the
sky, and let’s make a name for ourselves,
lest we be scattered abroad on the surface
of the whole earth.”

5Yahweh came down to see the city and
the tower, which the children ofmen built.

6 Yahweh said, “Behold, they are one
people, and they all have one language,
and this is what they begin to do. Now
nothingwill bewithheld fromthem,which
they intend to do.

7Come, let’s go down, and there confuse
their language, that they may not under-
stand one another’s speech.”

8SoYahwehscattered themabroad from
there on the surface of all the earth. They
stopped building the city.

9 Therefore its name was called Babel,
because there Yahweh confused the lan-
guage of all the earth. From there, Yahweh
scattered themabroad on the surface of all
the earth.

10 This is the history of the generations
of Shem: Shemwas one hundred years old
when he became the father of Arpachshad
two years after the flood.

11Shemlivedfivehundredyearsafterhe
became the father of Arpachshad, and be-
came the father of more sons and daugh-
ters.

12Arpachshad lived thirty-fiveyearsand
became the father of Shelah.

13Arpachshad lived four hundred three
years after he became the father of Shelah,
and became the father of more sons and
daughters.

14 Shelah lived thirty years, and became
the father of Eber.

15Shelah lived four hundred three years
after he became the father of Eber, and be-
came the father of more sons and daugh-
ters.

16 Eber lived thirty-four years, and be-
came the father of Peleg.

17 Eber lived four hundred thirty years
afterhebecame the fatherofPeleg, andbe-
came the father of more sons and daugh-
ters.

18 Peleg lived thirty years, and became
the father of Reu.

19 Peleg lived two hundred nine years
after he became the father of Reu, and be-
came the father of more sons and daugh-
ters.

20 Reu lived thirty-two years, and be-
came the father of Serug.

21Reu lived two hundred seven years af-
ter he became the father of Serug, and be-
came the father of more sons and daugh-
ters.

22 Serug lived thirty years, and became
the father of Nahor.

23 Serug lived two hundred years after
he became the father of Nahor, and be-
came the father of more sons and daugh-
ters.

24 Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and
became the father of Terah.

25 Nahor lived one hundred nineteen
years after he became the father of Terah,
and became the father of more sons and
daughters.

26Terah lived seventyyears, andbecame
the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

27Now this is the history of the genera-
tions of Terah. Terah became the father of
Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran became
the father of Lot.

28Haran died in the land of his birth, in
Ur of the Chaldees, while his father Terah
was still alive.

29AbramandNahormarriedwives. The
name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the
name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah, the
daughter of Haran, who was also the fa-
ther of Iscah.

30 Sarai was barren. She had no child.
31 Terah took Abram his son, Lot the

son of Haran, his son’s son, and Sarai
his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife.
They went from Ur of the Chaldees, to go
into the land of Canaan. They came to
Haran and lived there.

32 The days of Terah were two hundred
five years. Terah died in Haran.

12
1 Now Yahweh said to Abram, “Leave

your country, and your relatives, and your



Genesis 12:2 14 Genesis 13:9

father’s house, and go to the land that Iwill
show you.

2 I will make of you a great nation. I will
bless you and make your name great. You
will be a blessing.

3 I will bless those who bless you, and
I will curse him who treats you with con-
tempt. All the families of the earth will be
blessed through you.”

4 So Abram went, as Yahweh had told
him. Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed
fromHaran.

5 Abram took Sarai his wife, Lot his
brother’s son, all their possessions that
they had gathered, and the people whom
theyhadacquired inHaran, and theywent
to go into the landof Canaan. They entered
into the land of Canaan.

6 Abram passed through the land to the
place of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At
that time, Canaanites were in the land.

7Yahwehappeared toAbramand said, “I
will give this land to your offspring.”†
He built an altar there to Yahweh, who

had appeared to him.
8He left from there to go to themountain

on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent,
having Bethel on the west, and Ai on the
east. There he built an altar to Yahwehand
called on Yahweh’s name.

9 Abram traveled, still going on toward
the South.

10Therewasa famine in the land. Abram
went down into Egypt to live as a foreigner
there, for the famine was severe in the
land.

11 When he had come near to enter
Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, “See now,
I know that you are a beautiful woman to
look at.

12 Itwill happen thatwhen theEgyptians
see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’
They will kill me, but they will save you
alive.

13 Please say that you are my sister, that
it may be well with me for your sake, and
that my soul may live because of you.”

14 When Abram had come into Egypt,
some Egyptians saw that the woman was
very beautiful.

15 The princes of Pharaoh saw her, and
praised her to Pharaoh; and the woman
was taken into Pharaoh’s house.

16 He dealt well with Abram for her
sake. He had sheep, cattle, male donkeys,
male servants, female servants, female
donkeys, and camels.

17 Yahweh afflicted Pharaoh and his
house with great plagues because of Sarai,
Abram’s wife.

18 Pharaoh called Abram and said,
“What is this that you have done to me?
Why didn’t you tell me that she was your
wife?

19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’
so that I took her to be my wife? Now
therefore, see your wife, take her, and go
your way.”

20Pharaohcommandedmenconcerning
him, and they escorted him away with his
wife and all that he had.

13
1 Abram went up out of Egypt—he, his

wife, all that he had, and Lot with him—
into the South.

2 Abram was very rich in livestock, in
silver, and in gold.

3Hewent onhis journeys from the South
as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent
had been at the beginning, between Bethel
and Ai,

4 to the place of the altar, which he had
made thereat thefirst. ThereAbramcalled
on Yahweh’s name.

5 Lot also, who went with Abram, had
flocks, herds, and tents.

6The landwasnotable tobear them, that
they might live together; for their posses-
sions were so great that they couldn’t live
together.

7Therewasstrifebetween theherdsmen
of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of
Lot’s livestock. The Canaanites and the
Perizzites lived in the land at that time.

8 Abram said to Lot, “Please, let there
be no strife between you and me, and be-
tween your herdsmen and my herdsmen;
for we are relatives.

9 Isn’t the whole land before you? Please
separate yourself fromme. If you go to the
left hand, then I will go to the right. Or if

† 12:7 or, seed
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you go to the right hand, then I will go to
the left.”

10 Lot lifted up his eyes, and saw all
the plain of the Jordan, that it was well-
watered everywhere, before Yahweh de-
stroyedSodomandGomorrah, like thegar-
den of Yahweh, like the land of Egypt, as
you go to Zoar.

11 So Lot chose the Plain of the Jordan
for himself. Lot traveled east, and they
separated themselves from one another.

12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan,
and Lot lived in the cities of the plain, and
moved his tent as far as Sodom.

13Now the men of Sodom were exceed-
ingly wicked and sinners against Yahweh.

14 Yahweh said to Abram, after Lot was
separated from him, “Now, lift up your
eyes, and look from the place where you
are, northward and southward and east-
ward andwestward,

15 for I will give all the land which you
see to you and to your offspring forever.

16 I will make your offspring as the dust
of the earth, so that if a man can count the
dust of the earth, then your offspring may
also be counted.

17 Arise, walk through the land in its
length and in its width; for I will give it to
you.”

18Abram moved his tent, and came and
lived by the oaks of Mamre, which are in
Hebron, and built an altar there to Yah-
weh.

14
1 In thedays ofAmraphel, kingof Shinar;

Arioch, king of Ellasar; Chedorlaomer,
king of Elam; and Tidal, king of Goiim,

2 they made war with Bera, king of
Sodom; Birsha, king of Gomorrah; Shinab,
king of Admah; Shemeber, king of Ze-
boiim; and the king of Bela (also called
Zoar).

3All these joined together in the valley of
Siddim (also called the Salt Sea).

4 They served Chedorlaomer for twelve
years, and in the thirteenth year they re-
belled.

5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer
and the kings who were with him came

and struck the Rephaim in Ashteroth Kar-
naim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in
Shaveh Kiriathaim,

6 and the Horites in their Mount Seir, to
El Paran, which is by the wilderness.

7They returned, and came toEnMishpat
(also called Kadesh), and struck all the
country of the Amalekites, and also the
Amorites, that lived in Hazazon Tamar.

8 The king of Sodom, and the king of
Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (also called
Zoar) went out; and they set the battle in
array against them in the valley of Siddim

9 against Chedorlaomer king of Elam,
Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shi-
nar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings
against the five.

10NowthevalleyofSiddimwas full of tar
pits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomor-
rah fled, and some fell there. Those who
remained fled to the hills.

11 They took all the goods of Sodom and
Gomorrah, and all their food, and went
their way.

12 They took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son,
who lived in Sodom, and his goods, and
departed.

13 One who had escaped came and told
Abram, the Hebrew. At that time, he
lived by the oaks of Mamre, the Amorite,
brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner.
They were allies of Abram.

14 When Abram heard that his relative
was taken captive, he led out his three
hundred eighteen trainedmen, born in his
house, and pursued as far as Dan.

15 He divided himself against them by
night, he and his servants, and struck
them, and pursued them to Hobah, which
is on the left hand of Damascus.

16 He brought back all the goods, and
also brought back his relative Lot and his
goods, and the women also, and the other
people.

17 The king of Sodom went out to meet
him after his return from the slaughter
of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were
with him, at the valley of Shaveh (that is,
the King’s Valley).
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18 Melchizedek king of Salem brought
out bread and wine. He was priest of God
Most High.

19 He blessed him, and said, “Blessed
be Abram of God Most High, possessor of
heaven and earth.

20 Blessed be God Most High, who has
delivered your enemies into your hand.”
Abram gave him a tenth of all.
21 The king of Sodom said to Abram,

“Giveme thepeople, and take the goods for
yourself.”

22 Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I
have lifted up my hand to Yahweh, God
Most High, possessor of heaven and earth,

23 that I will not take a thread nor a
sandal strapnoranything that is yours, lest
you should say, ‘I havemade Abram rich.’

24 I will accept nothing from you except
that which the youngmen have eaten, and
the portion of the menwhowent with me:
Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre. Let them take
their portion.”

15
1After these things Yahweh’sword came

to Abram in a vision, saying, “Don’t be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your
exceedingly great reward.”

2Abram said, “Lord† Yahweh, what will
you give me, since I go childless, and he
who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of
Damascus?”

3Abramsaid, “Behold, youhavegivenno
children to me: and, behold, one born in
my house is my heir.”

4 Behold, Yahweh’s word came to him,
saying, “Thismanwill not be your heir, but
he who will come out of your own body
will be your heir.”

5Yahweh brought him outside, and said,
“Look now toward the sky, and count the
stars, if you are able to count them.” He
said to Abram, “So your offspring will be.”

6He believed in Yahweh, who credited it
to him for righteousness.

7 He said to Abram, “I am Yahweh who
brought you out of Ur of the Chaldees, to
give you this land to inherit it.”

8Hesaid, “LordYahweh, howwill I know
that I will inherit it?”

9He said to him, “Bringme aheifer three
years old, a female goat three years old,
a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a
young pigeon.”

10He brought him all these, and divided
them in the middle, and laid each half
opposite the other; but he didn’t divide the
birds.

11 The birds of prey came down on the
carcasses, and Abram drove them away.

12When the sunwas going down, a deep
sleep fell on Abram. Now terror and great
darkness fell on him.

13He said to Abram, “Know for sure that
your offspring will live as foreigners in a
land that is not theirs, andwill serve them.
They will afflict them four hundred years.

14 I will also judge that nation, whom
they will serve. Afterward they will come
out with great wealth;

15 but you will go to your fathers in
peace. Youwill be buried at a good old age.

16 In the fourth generation they will
come here again, for the iniquity of the
Amorite is not yet full.”

17 It came to pass that, when the sun
went down, and it was dark, behold,
a smoking furnace and a flaming torch
passed between these pieces.

18 In that day Yahweh made a covenant
withAbram, saying, “I have given this land
toyouroffspring, fromthe riverofEgypt to
the great river, the river Euphrates:

19 the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites,
the Kadmonites,

20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the
Rephaim,

21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Gir-
gashites, and the Jebusites.”

16
1Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him no

children. She had a servant, an Egyptian,
whose namewas Hagar.

2 Sarai said to Abram, “See now, Yahweh
has restrained me from bearing. Please
go in to my servant. It may be that I will

† 15:2 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai”.



Genesis 16:3 17 Genesis 17:12

obtain children by her.” Abram listened to
the voice of Sarai.

3 Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the
Egyptian, her servant, after Abram had
lived ten years in the land of Canaan, and
gave her to Abram her husband to be his
wife.

4Hewent in toHagar, and she conceived.
When she saw that she had conceived, her
mistress was despised in her eyes.

5 Sarai said to Abram, “This wrong is
your fault. I gave my servant into your
bosom, and when she saw that she had
conceived, she despised me. May Yahweh
judge betweenme and you.”

6But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your
maid is in your hand. Do to her whatever
is good in your eyes.” Sarai dealt harshly
with her, and she fled from her face.

7Yahweh’s angel foundherbya fountain
of water in thewilderness, by the fountain
on the way to Shur.

8He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s servant, where
did you come from? Where are you go-
ing?”
She said, “I am fleeing from the face of

mymistress Sarai.”
9 Yahweh’s angel said to her, “Return to

your mistress, and submit yourself under
her hands.”

10 Yahweh’s angel said to her, “I will
greatly multiply your offspring, that they
will not be counted for multitude.”

11 Yahweh’s angel said to her, “Behold,
you are with child, and will bear a son.
You shall call his name Ishmael, because
Yahweh has heard your affliction.

12 He will be like a wild donkey among
men. His hand will be against every man,
and everyman’s hand against him. Hewill
live opposed to all of his brothers.”

13 She called the name of Yahweh who
spoke to her, “You are a God who sees,” for
she said, “Have I even stayed alive after
seeing him?”

14 Therefore the well was called Beer
Lahai Roi.† Behold, it is between Kadesh
and Bered.

15 Hagar bore a son for Abram. Abram
called the name of his son, whom Hagar
bore, Ishmael.

16Abram was eighty-six years old when
Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

17
1 When Abram was ninety-nine years

old, Yahweh appeared to Abram and said
to him, “I am God Almighty. Walk before
me and be blameless.

2 I will make my covenant between me
and you, and will multiply you exceed-
ingly.”

3Abram fell on his face. God talked with
him, saying,

4“As forme, behold,my covenant iswith
you. Youwill be the fatherof amultitudeof
nations.

5 Your name will no more be called
Abram, but your name will be Abraham;
for I have made you the father of a multi-
tude of nations.

6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful,
and I will make nations of you. Kings will
come out of you.

7 I will establish my covenant between
me and you and your offspring after you
throughout their generations for an ever-
lasting covenant, to be a God to you and to
your offspring after you.

8 I will give to you, and to your offspring
after you, the land where you are travel-
ing, all the land of Canaan, for an everlast-
ing possession. I will be their God.”

9God said to Abraham, “As for you, you
shall keep my covenant, you and your off-
spring after you throughout their genera-
tions.

10 This is my covenant, which you shall
keep, between me and you and your off-
spring after you. Every male among you
shall be circumcised.

11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh
of your foreskin. It will be a token of the
covenant betweenme and you.

12 He who is eight days old shall be cir-
cumcised among you, everymale through-
out your generations, he who is born in

† 16:14 Beer Lahai Roi means “well of the one who lives and sees me”.



Genesis 17:13 18 Genesis 18:11

the house, or boughtwithmoney fromany
foreigner who is not of your offspring.

13He who is born in your house, and he
who is bought with your money, must be
circumcised. My covenant shall be in your
flesh for an everlasting covenant.

14 The uncircumcised male who is not
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin,
that soul shall be cut off from his people.
He has brokenmy covenant.”

15 God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai
your wife, you shall not call her name
Sarai, but her name shall be Sarah.

16 I will bless her, and moreover I will
give you a son by her. Yes, I will bless her,
and she will be a mother of nations. Kings
of peoples will come from her.”

17 Then Abraham fell on his face, and
laughed, and said in his heart, “Will a child
be born to him who is one hundred years
old? Will Sarah, who is ninety years old,
give birth?”

18 Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ish-
mael might live before you!”

19 God said, “No, but Sarah, your wife,
will bear you a son. You shall call his name
Isaac.† I will establish my covenant with
him for an everlasting covenant for his
offspring after him.

20As for Ishmael, I have heard you. Be-
hold, I have blessed him, and will make
him fruitful, andwillmultiply himexceed-
ingly. He will become the father of twelve
princes, and Iwillmakehimagreatnation.

21 But I will establish my covenant with
Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at this
set time next year.”

22 When he finished talking with him,
God went up from Abraham.

23Abrahamtook Ishmaelhis son, allwho
were born in his house, and all who were
boughtwithhismoney: everymale among
the men of Abraham’s house, and circum-
cised the flesh of their foreskin in the same
day, as God had said to him.

24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old
whenhewas circumcised in thefleshofhis
foreskin.

25 Ishmael, his son, was thirteen years
old when he was circumcised in the flesh
of his foreskin.

26 In the same day both Abraham and
Ishmael, his son, were circumcised.

27All themen of his house, those born in
the house, and those bought with money
from a foreigner, were circumcised with
him.

18
1 Yahweh appeared to him by the oaks

of Mamre, as he sat in the tent door in the
heat of the day.

2 He lifted up his eyes and looked, and
saw that three men stood near him. When
he saw them, he ran tomeet them from the
tent door, and bowed himself to the earth,

3 and said, “My lord, if now I have found
favor in your sight, please don’t go away
from your servant.

4Now let a little water be fetched, wash
your feet, and rest yourselves under the
tree.

5 I will get a piece of bread so you can
refresh your heart. After that you may go
your way, now that you have come to your
servant.”
They said, “Very well, do as you have

said.”
6Abrahamhurried into the tent to Sarah,

and said, “Quickly prepare three seahs† of
finemeal, knead it, andmake cakes.”

7 Abraham ran to the herd, and fetched
a tender and good calf, and gave it to the
servant. He hurried to dress it.

8He took butter, milk, and the calf which
he had dressed, and set it before them. He
stood by themunder the tree, and they ate.

9They asked him, “Where is Sarah, your
wife?”
He said, “There, in the tent.”
10He said, “I will certainly return to you

at about this time next year; and behold,
Sarah your wife will have a son.”
Sarah heard in the tent door, which was

behind him.
11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old,

well advanced in age. Sarah had passed
the age of childbearing.

† 17:19 Isaac means “he laughs”. † 18:6 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks
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12 Sarah laughed within herself, saying,
“After I have grown old will I have plea-
sure, my lord being old also?”

13 Yahweh said to Abraham, “Why did
Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Will I really bear a
child when I am old?’

14 Is anything too hard for Yahweh? At
the set time I will return to you, when the
season comes around, and Sarahwill have
a son.”

15 Then Sarah denied it, saying, “I didn’t
laugh,” for she was afraid.
He said, “No, but you did laugh.”
16 The men rose up from there, and

looked toward Sodom. Abraham went
with them to see them on their way.

17 Yahweh said, “Will I hide from Abra-
hamwhat I do,

18 since Abraham will surely become a
great and mighty nation, and all the na-
tions of the earth will be blessed in him?

19 For I have known him, to the end
that hemay commandhis children andhis
household after him, that they may keep
the way of Yahweh, to do righteousness
and justice; to the end that Yahweh may
bring on Abraham that which he has spo-
ken of him.”

20 Yahweh said, “Because the cry of
Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and be-
cause their sin is very grievous,

21 I will go down now, and see whether
their deeds are as bad as the reportswhich
have come tome. If not, I will know.”

22Themen turned from there, and went
toward Sodom, but Abraham stood yet be-
fore Yahweh.

23 Abraham came near, and said, “Will
you consume the righteous with the
wicked?

24What if therearefifty righteouswithin
the city? Will you consume and not spare
the place for the fifty righteous who are in
it?

25 May it be far from you to do things
like that, to kill the righteous with the
wicked, so that the righteous should be
like the wicked. May that be far from
you. Shouldn’t the Judge of all the earth do
right?”

26 Yahweh said, “If I find in Sodom fifty
righteous within the city, then I will spare
the whole place for their sake.”

27Abraham answered, “See now, I have
taken it on myself to speak to the Lord,
although I am dust and ashes.

28What if there will lack five of the fifty
righteous? Will you destroy all the city for
lack of five?”
He said, “I will not destroy it if I find

forty-five there.”
29 He spoke to him yet again, and said,

“What if there are forty found there?”
He said, “I will not do it for the forty’s

sake.”
30He said, “Oh don’t let the Lord be an-

gry, and I will speak. What if there are
thirty found there?”
He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty

there.”
31 He said, “See now, I have taken it on

myself to speak to the Lord. What if there
are twenty found there?”
He said, “I will not destroy it for the

twenty’s sake.”
32He said, “Oh don’t let the Lord be an-

gry, and I will speak just once more. What
if ten are found there?”
He said, “I will not destroy it for the ten’s

sake.”
33 Yahweh went his way as soon as he

had finished communing with Abraham,
and Abraham returned to his place.

19
1 The two angels came to Sodom at

evening. Lot sat in the gate of Sodom. Lot
saw them, and rose up to meet them. He
bowed himself with his face to the earth,

2 and he said, “See now, my lords, please
come into your servant’s house, stay all
night, wash your feet, and you can rise up
early, and go on your way.”
They said, “No, but we will stay in the

street all night.”
3He urged them greatly, and they came

inwithhim, andentered intohishouse. He
made them a feast, and baked unleavened
bread, and they ate.

4 But before they lay down, the men of
the city, themenof Sodom, surrounded the
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house, both young and old, all the people
from every quarter.

5 They called to Lot, and said to him,
“Where are the men who came in to you
this night? Bring them out to us, that we
may have sex with them.”

6Lot went out to them through the door,
and shut the door after himself.

7He said, “Please, my brothers, don’t act
so wickedly.

8 See now, I have two virgin daughters.
Please let me bring them out to you, and
you may do to them what seems good to
you. Only don’t do anything to these men,
because theyhave comeunder the shadow
of my roof.”

9 They said, “Stand back!” Then they
said, “This one fellow came in to live as a
foreigner, and he appoints himself a judge.
Nowwewill dealworsewithyou thanwith
them!” They pressed hard on theman Lot,
and came near to break the door.

10 But the men reached out their hand,
and brought Lot into the house to them,
and shut the door.

11 They struck the men who were at the
door of the house with blindness, both
small andgreat, so that theywearied them-
selves to find the door.

12 The men said to Lot, “Do you have
anybodyelsehere? Sons-in-law, your sons,
your daughters, and whomever you have
in the city, bring them out of the place:

13 for we will destroy this place, because
theoutcryagainst themhasgrownsogreat
before Yahweh that Yahweh has sent us to
destroy it.”

14Lot went out, and spoke to his sons-in-
law,whowerepledged tomarryhisdaugh-
ters, andsaid, “Getup! Getoutof thisplace,
for Yahwehwill destroy the city!”
But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be

joking.
15 When the morning came, then the

angels hurried Lot, saying, “Get up! Take
yourwife and your twodaughterswhoare
here, lest you be consumed in the iniquity
of the city.”

16But he lingered; and the men grabbed
his hand, his wife’s hand, and his two

daughters’ hands, Yahweh being merciful
to him; and they took him out, and set him
outside of the city.

17 It came to pass, when they had taken
them out, that he said, “Escape for your
life! Don’t look behind you, and don’t
stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the
mountains, lest you be consumed!”

18Lot said to them, “Oh, not so, my lord.
19See now, your servant has found favor

inyour sight, andyouhavemagnifiedyour
loving kindness, which you have shown to
me in saving my life. I can’t escape to the
mountain, lest evil overtakeme, and I die.

20See now, this city is near to flee to, and
it is a little one. Oh let me escape there
(isn’t it a little one?), andmy soulwill live.”

21Hesaid tohim, “Behold, I have granted
your request concerning this thing also,
that I will not overthrow the city of which
you have spoken.

22Hurry, escape there, for I can’t do any-
thing until you get there.” Therefore the
name of the city was called Zoar.†

23 The sun had risen on the earth when
Lot came to Zoar.

24 Then Yahweh rained on Sodom and
onGomorrah sulfur and fire fromYahweh
out of the sky.

25Heoverthrewthosecities, all theplain,
all the inhabitants of the cities, and that
which grew on the ground.

26 But Lot’s wife looked back from be-
hind him, and she became a pillar of salt.

27 Abraham went up early in the morn-
ing to the place where he had stood before
Yahweh.

28He looked toward Sodom and Gomor-
rah, and toward all the land of the plain,
and saw that the smokeof the landwentup
as the smoke of a furnace.

29When God destroyed the cities of the
plain, God remembered Abraham, and
sentLot out of themiddleof theoverthrow,
when he overthrew the cities in which Lot
lived.

30 Lot went up out of Zoar, and lived in
the mountain, and his two daughters with
him; for he was afraid to live in Zoar. He
lived in a cave with his two daughters.

† 19:22 Zoar means “little”.
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31Thefirstborn said to the younger, “Our
father is old, and there is not a man in the
earth to come in to us in the way of all the
earth.

32 Come, let’s make our father drink
wine, andwewill liewithhim, thatwemay
preserve our father’s family line.”

33 They made their father drink wine
that night: and the firstborn went in, and
lay with her father. He didn’t know when
she lay down, nor when she arose.

34 It came to pass on the next day, that
the firstborn said to the younger, “Behold,
I lay last night with my father. Let’s make
him drink wine again tonight. You go in,
and liewithhim, thatwemaypreserveour
father’s family line.”

35 They made their father drink wine
that night also. The younger went and lay
with him. He didn’t know when she lay
down, nor when she got up.

36 Thus both of Lot’s daughters were
with child by their father.

37 The firstborn bore a son, and named
himMoab. He is the father of theMoabites
to this day.

38 The younger also bore a son, and
calledhisnameBenAmmi. He is the father
of the children of Ammon to this day.

20
1 Abraham traveled from there toward

the land of the South, and lived between
Kadesh and Shur. He lived as a foreigner
in Gerar.

2 Abraham said about Sarah his wife,
“She ismy sister.” Abimelech king of Gerar
sent, and took Sarah.

3But God came to Abimelech in a dream
of the night, and said to him, “Behold, you
are a dead man, because of the woman
whom you have taken; for she is a man’s
wife.”

4NowAbimelech hadnot comenear her.
He said, “Lord, will you kill even a righ-
teous nation?

5Didn’t he tellme, ‘She ismy sister’? She,
even she herself, said, ‘He is my brother.’ I
have done this in the integrity of my heart
and the innocence of my hands.”

6 God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I
know that in the integrity of your heart

you have done this, and I also withheld
you from sinning against me. Therefore I
didn’t allow you to touch her.

7Now therefore, restore the man’s wife.
For he is a prophet, and he will pray for
you, and you will live. If you don’t restore
her, know for sure that you will die, you,
and all who are yours.”

8 Abimelech rose early in the morning,
and called all his servants, and told all
these things in their ear. The men were
very scared.

9 Then Abimelech called Abraham, and
said to him, “What have you done to us?
How have I sinned against you, that you
have brought onme and onmy kingdom a
great sin? You have done deeds to me that
ought not to be done!”

10 Abimelech said to Abraham, “What
didyousee, that youhavedone this thing?”

11 Abraham said, “Because I thought,
‘Surely the fear of God is not in this place.
They will kill me for mywife’s sake.’

12 Besides, she is indeed my sister, the
daughter of my father, but not the daugh-
ter ofmymother; and shebecamemywife.

13When God causedme to wander from
my father’s house, I said to her, ‘This is
your kindnesswhich you shall show tome.
Everywhere that we go, say of me, “He is
my brother.” ’ ”

14Abimelech took sheep and cattle,male
servants and female servants, and gave
them to Abraham, and restored Sarah, his
wife, to him.

15 Abimelech said, “Behold, my land is
before you. Dwell where it pleases you.”

16To Sarah he said, “Behold, I have given
your brother a thousand pieces of silver.
Behold, it is for you a covering of the eyes
to all that are with you. In front of all you
are vindicated.”

17 Abraham prayed to God. So God
healedAbimelech, hiswife, andhis female
servants, and they bore children.

18For Yahweh had closed up tight all the
wombsof thehouseofAbimelech, because
of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.
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21
1 Yahweh visited Sarah as he had said,

andYahwehdid to Sarah as hehad spoken.
2 Sarah conceived, and bore Abraham a

son in his old age, at the set time of which
God had spoken to him.

3Abraham called his son who was born
to him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac.†

4 Abraham circumcised his son, Isaac,
when he was eight days old, as God had
commanded him.

5 Abraham was one hundred years old
when his son, Isaac, was born to him.

6 Sarah said, “God has made me laugh.
Everyone who hears will laugh withme.”

7 She said, “Who would have said to
Abraham that Sarah would nurse chil-
dren? For I have borne him a son in his old
age.”

8The child grew andwas weaned. Abra-
ham made a great feast on the day that
Isaac was weaned.

9 Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyp-
tian, whom she had borne to Abraham,
mocking.

10 Therefore she said to Abraham, “Cast
out this servant and her son! For the son
of this servantwill not beheirwithmy son,
Isaac.”

11 The thing was very grievous in Abra-
ham’s sight on account of his son.

12 God said to Abraham, “Don’t let it
be grievous in your sight because of the
boy, and because of your servant. In all
that Sarah says to you, listen to her voice.
For your offspring will be named through
Isaac.

13 I will also make a nation of the son of
the servant, because he is your child.”

14 Abraham rose up early in the morn-
ing, and took bread and a container of wa-
ter, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her
shoulder; and gave her the child, and sent
her away. She departed, and wandered in
the wilderness of Beersheba.

15The water in the container was spent,
and she put the child under one of the
shrubs.

16 She went and sat down opposite him,
a goodway off, about a bow shot away. For
she said, “Don’t let me see the death of the

child.” She sat opposite him, and lifted up
her voice, and wept.

17God heard the voice of the boy.
The angel of God called to Hagar out of

the sky, and said to her, “What troubles
you, Hagar? Don’t be afraid. For God has
heard the voice of the boy where he is.

18 Get up, lift up the boy, and hold him
withyourhand. For Iwillmakehimagreat
nation.”

19 God opened her eyes, and she saw a
well of water. She went, filled the con-
tainer with water, and gave the boy a
drink.

20Godwaswith the boy, and he grew. He
lived in thewilderness, and as he grew up,
he became an archer.

21 He lived in the wilderness of Paran.
His mother got a wife for him out of the
land of Egypt.

22 At that time, Abimelech and Phicol
the captain of his army spoke to Abraham,
saying, “God is with you in all that you do.

23 Now, therefore, swear to me here by
God that you will not deal falsely with
me, nor with my son, nor with my son’s
son. But according to the kindness that I
have done to you, you shall do to me, and
to the land in which you have lived as a
foreigner.”

24Abraham said, “I will swear.”
25 Abraham complained to Abimelech

because of a water well, which Abim-
elech’s servants had violently taken away.

26Abimelech said, “I don’t knowwhohas
done this thing. You didn’t tell me, and I
didn’t hear of it until today.”

27 Abraham took sheep and cattle, and
gave them to Abimelech. Those two made
a covenant.

28 Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the
flock by themselves.

29Abimelech said to Abraham, “What do
these sevenewe lambs,whichyouhave set
by themselves, mean?”

30 He said, “You shall take these seven
ewe lambs frommy hand, that it may be a
witness to me, that I have dug this well.”

† 21:3 Isaac means “He laughs”. ‡ 21:31 Beersheba canmean “well of the oath” or “well of seven”.



Genesis 21:31 23 Genesis 22:24

31 Therefore he called that place Beer-
sheba,‡ because they both swore an oath
there.

32So theymadeacovenantatBeersheba.
Abimelech rose upwith Phicol, the captain
of his army, and they returned into the
land of the Philistines.

33 Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in
Beersheba, and there he called on the
name of Yahweh, the Everlasting God.

34 Abraham lived as a foreigner in the
land of the Philistines many days.

22
1 After these things, God tested Abra-

ham, and said to him, “Abraham!”
He said, “Here I am.”
2He said, “Now take your son, your only

son, Isaac, whom you love, and go into the
land of Moriah. Offer him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains which I
will tell you of.”

3 Abraham rose early in the morning,
and saddled his donkey; and took two of
his youngmenwith him, and Isaac his son.
He split the wood for the burnt offering,
and roseup, andwent to theplaceofwhich
God had told him.

4On the third day Abraham lifted up his
eyes, and saw the place far off.

5Abraham said to his young men, “Stay
here with the donkey. The boy and I will
go over there. We will worship, and come
back to you.”

6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt
offering and laid it on Isaac his son. He
took in his hand the fire and the knife.
They both went together.

7 Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, and
said, “My father?”
He said, “Here I am, my son.”
He said, “Here is the fire and the wood,

but where is the lamb for a burnt offer-
ing?”

8 Abraham said, “God will provide him-
self the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”
So they both went together.

9 They came to the place which God had
told him of. Abraham built the altar there,
and laid thewood in order, bound Isaac his
son, and laid himon the altar, on thewood.

10Abraham stretched out his hand, and
took the knife to kill his son.

11Yahweh’s angel called tohimout of the
sky, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”
He said, “Here I am.”
12 He said, “Don’t lay your hand on the

boy or do anything to him. For now I
know that you fear God, since you have
notwithheld your son, your only son, from
me.”

13 Abraham lifted up his eyes, and
looked, and saw that behind him was a
ram caught in the thicket by his horns.
Abraham went and took the ram, and
offered himup for a burnt offering instead
of his son.

14Abrahamcalled thenameof that place
“Yahweh Will Provide”.† As it is said to
this day, “OnYahweh’smountain, it will be
provided.”

15 Yahweh’s angel called to Abraham a
second time out of the sky,

16 and said, “ ‘I have sworn by myself,’
says Yahweh, ‘because you have done this
thing, and have not withheld your son,
your only son,

17 that I will bless you greatly, and I
will multiply your offspring greatly like
the stars of the heavens, and like the sand
which is on the seashore. Your offspring
will possess the gate of his enemies.

18 All the nations of the earth will be
blessed by your offspring, because you
have obeyedmy voice.’ ”

19 So Abraham returned to his young
men, and they rose up and went together
to Beersheba. Abraham lived at Beer-
sheba.

20After these things, Abraham was told,
“Behold, Milcah, she also has borne chil-
dren to your brother Nahor:

21 Uz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Ke-
muel the father of Aram,

22 Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and
Bethuel.”

23Bethuel became the fatherofRebekah.
These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abra-
ham’s brother.

24 His concubine, whose name was
Reumah, also bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash,
andMaacah.

† 22:14 or, Yahweh-Jireh, or, Yahweh-Seeing
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23
1 Sarah lived one hundred twenty-seven

years. This was the length of Sarah’s life.
2 Sarah died in Kiriath Arba (also called

Hebron), in the land of Canaan. Abraham
came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for
her.

3Abraham rose up from before his dead
and spoke to the children of Heth, saying,

4 “I am a stranger and a foreigner liv-
ing with you. Give me a possession of a
burying-place with you, that I may bury
my dead out of my sight.”

5 The children of Heth answered Abra-
ham, saying to him,

6 “Hear us, my lord. You are a prince
of God among us. Bury your dead in the
best of our tombs. Noneofuswillwithhold
from you his tomb. Bury your dead.”

7 Abraham rose up, and bowed himself
to the people of the land, to the children of
Heth.

8 He talked with them, saying, “If you
agree that I should bury my dead out of
my sight, hear me, and entreat for me to
Ephron the son of Zohar,

9 that he may sell me the cave of Mach-
pelah, which he has, which is in the end of
his field. For the full price let him sell it to
me among you as a possession for a burial
place.”

10Now Ephron was sitting in the middle
of the children of Heth. Ephron the Hittite
answered Abraham in the hearing of the
children of Heth, even of all who went in
at the gate of his city, saying,

11 “No, my lord, hear me. I give you the
field, and I give you the cave that is in it. In
the presence of the children ofmy people I
give it to you. Bury your dead.”

12Abraham bowed himself down before
the people of the land.

13He spoke to Ephron in the audience of
the people of the land, saying, “But if you
will, please hearme. I will give the price of
the field. Take it from me, and I will bury
my dead there.”

14Ephron answered Abraham, saying to
him,

15 “My lord, listen to me. What is a
piece of land worth four hundred shekels
of silver† between me and you? Therefore
bury your dead.”

16 Abraham listened to Ephron. Abra-
ham weighed to Ephron the silver which
he had named in the hearing of the chil-
dren of Heth, four hundred shekels of sil-
ver, according to the current merchants’
standard.

17 So the field of Ephron, which was in
Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the
field, the cave which was in it, and all the
trees that were in the field, that were in all
of its borders, were deeded

18 to Abraham for a possession in the
presence of the children ofHeth, before all
who went in at the gate of his city.

19 After this, Abraham buried Sarah his
wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah
beforeMamre (that is, Hebron), in the land
of Canaan.

20 The field, and the cave that is in it,
were deeded to Abraham by the children
of Heth as a possession for a burial place.

24
1 Abraham was old, and well advanced

in age. YahwehhadblessedAbraham inall
things.

2 Abraham said to his servant, the el-
der of his house, who ruled over all that
he had, “Please put your hand under my
thigh.

3 I will make you swear by Yahweh, the
God of heaven and the God of the earth,
that you shall not take a wife for my son
of the daughters of the Canaanites, among
whom I live.

4 But you shall go to my country, and to
my relatives, and take a wife for my son
Isaac.”

5 The servant said to him, “What if the
woman isn’t willing to follow me to this
land? Must I bring your son again to the
land you came from?”

6Abrahamsaid to him, “Beware that you
don’t bringmy son there again.

7 Yahweh, the God of heaven—who took
me from my father’s house, and from the
land of my birth, who spoke to me, and

† 23:15 A shekel is about 10 grams, so 400 shekels would be about 4 kg. or 8.8 pounds.
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who swore to me, saying, ‘I will give this
land to your offspring—he will send his
angel before you, and you shall take awife
for my son from there.

8 If thewoman isn’twilling to followyou,
then you shall be clear from this oath to
me. Only you shall not bring my son there
again.”

9 The servant put his hand under the
thigh of Abraham hismaster, and swore to
him concerning this matter.

10 The servant took ten of his master’s
camels, and departed, having a variety of
good things of his master’s with him. He
arose, and went to Mesopotamia, to the
city of Nahor.

11He made the camels kneel down out-
side the city by thewell ofwater at the time
of evening, the time that women go out to
drawwater.

12He said, “Yahweh, the God of my mas-
terAbraham, please giveme success today,
and show kindness to my master Abra-
ham.

13Behold, I am standing by the spring of
water. The daughters of themen of the city
are coming out to drawwater.

14 Let it happen, that the young lady to
whom I will say, ‘Please let down your
pitcher, that I may drink,’ then she says,
‘Drink, and I will also give your camels a
drink,’—let her be the one you have ap-
pointed for your servant Isaac. By this I
will knowthatyouhave shownkindness to
mymaster.”

15 Before he had finished speaking, be-
hold, Rebekah came out, who was born to
Bethuel the son of Milcah, the wife of Na-
hor, Abraham’s brother, with her pitcher
on her shoulder.

16 The young lady was very beautiful to
look at, a virgin. No man had known her.
She went down to the spring, filled her
pitcher, and came up.

17 The servant ran to meet her, and said,
“Please giveme a drink, a little water from
your pitcher.”

18 She said, “Drink, my lord.” She hur-
ried, and let downherpitcher onherhand,
and gave him a drink.

19 When she had finished giving him a
drink, she said, “I will also draw for your
camels, until they have finished drinking.”

20 She hurried, and emptied her pitcher
into the trough, and ran again to the well
to draw, and drew for all his camels.

21 The man looked steadfastly at her, re-
maining silent, to know whether Yahweh
hadmade his journey prosperous or not.

22 As the camels had finished drinking,
theman took a golden ring of half a shekel†
weight, and two bracelets for her hands of
ten shekels weight of gold,

23 and said, “Whose daughter are you?
Please tell me. Is there room in your fa-
ther’s house for us to stay?”

24 She said to him, “I am the daughter of
Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore
to Nahor.”

25 She said moreover to him, “We have
both straw and feed enough, and room to
lodge in.”

26 The man bowed his head, and wor-
shiped Yahweh.

27He said, “Blessed be Yahweh, the God
of my master Abraham, who has not for-
saken his loving kindness and his truth
toward my master. As for me, Yahweh
has led me on the way to the house of my
master’s relatives.”

28 The young lady ran, and told her
mother’s house about these words.

29 Rebekah had a brother, and his name
was Laban. Laban ran out to the man, to
the spring.

30 When he saw the ring, and the
bracelets on his sister’s hands, and when
he heard the words of Rebekah his sister,
saying, “This is what the man said to me,”
he came to the man. Behold, he was
standing by the camels at the spring.

31He said, “Come in, you blessed of Yah-
weh. Why do you stand outside? For I
haveprepared thehouse, and room for the
camels.”

32 The man came into the house, and he
unloaded the camels. He gave straw and
feed for the camels, and water to wash his
feet and the feet of themenwhowerewith
him.

† 24:22 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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33 Food was set before him to eat, but he
said, “I will not eat until I have told my
message.”
Laban said, “Speak on.”
34He said, “I am Abraham’s servant.
35 Yahweh has blessed my master

greatly. He has become great. Yahweh
has given him flocks and herds, silver and
gold, male servants and female servants,
and camels and donkeys.

36 Sarah, my master’s wife, bore a son to
mymasterwhen shewas old. He has given
all that he has to him.

37 My master made me swear, saying,
‘You shall not take a wife for my son from
the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose
land I live,

38 but you shall go to my father’s house,
and tomy relatives, and take awife formy
son.’

39 I askedmymaster, ‘What if thewoman
will not followme?’

40He said to me, ‘Yahweh, before whom
I walk, will send his angel with you, and
prosper your way. You shall take a wife
for my son from my relatives, and of my
father’s house.

41 Then you will be clear from my oath,
when you come to my relatives. If they
don’t give her to you, you shall be clear
frommy oath.’

42 I came today to the spring, and said,
‘Yahweh, the God of my master Abraham,
if now you do prospermywaywhich I go—

43 behold, I am standing by this spring
of water. Let it happen, that the maiden
who comes out to draw, towhom Iwill say,
“Please give me a little water from your
pitcher to drink,”

44 then she tells me, “Drink, and I will
also draw for your camels,”—let her be the
woman whom Yahweh has appointed for
mymaster’s son.’

45 Before I had finished speaking in my
heart, behold, Rebekah came out with her
pitcher on her shoulder. Shewent down to
the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please
let me drink.’

46 She hurried and let down her pitcher
from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and
I will also give your camels a drink.’ So

I drank, and she also gave the camels a
drink.

47 I asked her, and said, ‘Whose daugh-
ter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of
Bethuel, Nahor’s son,whomMilcahbore to
him.’ I put the ring on her nose, and the
bracelets on her hands.

48 I bowedmy head, andworshiped Yah-
weh, and blessed Yahweh, the God of my
master Abraham, who had led me in the
right way to take my master’s brother’s
daughter for his son.

49Now if you will deal kindly and truly
withmymaster, tellme. If not, tellme, that
I may turn to the right hand, or to the left.”

50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered,
“The thing proceeds from Yahweh. We
can’t speak to you bad or good.

51 Behold, Rebekah is before you. Take
her, and go, and let her be your master’s
son’s wife, as Yahweh has spoken.”

52When Abraham’s servant heard their
words, he bowed himself down to the
earth to Yahweh.

53 The servant brought out jewels of
silver, and jewels of gold, and clothing,
and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave
precious things to her brother and her
mother.

54 They ate and drank, he and the men
who were with him, and stayed all night.
They rose up in the morning, and he said,
“Sendme away tomymaster.”

55Her brother and hermother said, “Let
the young lady stay with us a few days, at
least ten. After that she will go.”

56 He said to them, “Don’t hinder me,
since Yahwehhas prosperedmyway. Send
me away that I may go to mymaster.”

57They said, “Wewill call the young lady,
and ask her.”

58 They called Rebekah, and said to her,
“Will you go with this man?”
She said, “I will go.”
59 They sent away Rebekah, their sister,

with her nurse, Abraham’s servant, and
his men.

60 They blessed Rebekah, and said to
her, “Our sister, may you be the mother of
thousands of ten thousands, and let your
offspring possess the gate of those who
hate them.”
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61 Rebekah arose with her ladies. They
rode on the camels, and followed theman.
The servant took Rebekah, and went his
way.

62 Isaac came from thewayof Beer Lahai
Roi, for he lived in the land of the South.

63 Isaac went out to meditate in the field
at the evening. He lifted up his eyes and
looked. Behold, there were camels com-
ing.

64Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when
she saw Isaac, she got off the camel.

65 She said to the servant, “Who is the
man who is walking in the field to meet
us?”
The servant said, “It is mymaster.”
She took her veil, and covered herself.
66 The servant told Isaac all the things

that he had done.
67 Isaac brought her into his mother

Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and she
became his wife. He loved her. So Isaac
was comforted after his mother’s death.

25
1 Abraham took another wife, and her

namewas Keturah.
2 She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan,

Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah.
3 Jokshan became the father of Sheba,

and Dedan. The sons of Dedan were
Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim.

4The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher,
Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All thesewere
the children of Keturah.

5Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac,
6 but Abraham gave gifts to the sons

of Abraham’s concubines. While he still
lived, he sent them away from Isaac his
son, eastward, to the east country.

7These are the days of the years of Abra-
ham’s life which he lived: one hundred
seventy-five years.

8 Abraham gave up his spirit, and died
at a good old age, an old man, and full of
years, and was gathered to his people.

9 Isaac and Ishmael, his sons, buried him
in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of
Ephron, the son of Zohar theHittite, which
is near Mamre,

10 the field which Abraham purchased
from the children of Heth. Abraham was
buried there with Sarah, his wife.

11 After the death of Abraham, God
blessed Isaac, his son. Isaac lived by Beer
Lahai Roi.

12 Now this is the history of the gener-
ations of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, whom
Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s servant, bore
to Abraham.

13These are the names of the sons of Ish-
mael, by their names, according to the or-
der of their birth: the firstborn of Ishmael,
Nebaioth, then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam,

14Mishma, Dumah, Massa,
15 Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and

Kedemah.
16 These are the sons of Ishmael, and

these are their names, by their villages,
and by their encampments: twelve
princes, according to their nations.

17 These are the years of the life of Ish-
mael: one hundred thirty-seven years. He
gave up his spirit and died, and was gath-
ered to his people.

18They lived fromHavilah to Shur that is
before Egypt, as you go towardAssyria. He
lived opposite all his relatives.

19 This is the history of the generations
of Isaac, Abraham’s son. Abrahambecame
the father of Isaac.

20 Isaac was forty years old when he
took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the
Syrian of PaddanAram, the sister of Laban
the Syrian, to be his wife.

21 Isaac entreated Yahweh for his wife,
because she was barren. Yahweh was
entreated by him, and Rebekah his wife
conceived.

22 The children struggled together
within her. She said, “If it is like this, why
do I live?” She went to inquire of Yahweh.

23Yahweh said to her,
“Two nations are in your womb.
Two peoples will be separated from your

body.
The one people will be stronger than the

other people.
The elder will serve the younger.”

24 When her days to be delivered were
fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her
womb.

25 The first came out red all over, like a
hairy garment. They named him Esau.
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26 After that, his brother came out, and
his hand had hold on Esau’s heel. He was
named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old
when she bore them.

27 The boys grew. Esau was a skillful
hunter, a man of the field. Jacob was a
quiet man, living in tents.

28Now Isaac loved Esau, because he ate
his venison. Rebekah loved Jacob.

29 Jacob boiled stew. Esau came in from
the field, and he was famished.

30 Esau said to Jacob, “Please feed me
with some of that red stew, for I am fam-
ished.” Therefore his name was called
Edom.†

31 Jacob said, “First, sell me your
birthright.”

32 Esau said, “Behold, I am about to die.
What good is the birthright to me?”

33 Jacob said, “Swear to me first.”
He swore to him. He sold his birthright

to Jacob.
34 Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew.

He ate and drank, rose up, and went his
way. So Esau despised his birthright.

26
1 There was a famine in the land, in

addition to the first famine that was in the
days of Abraham. Isaacwent toAbimelech
king of the Philistines, to Gerar.

2 Yahweh appeared to him, and said,
“Don’t go down into Egypt. Live in the land
I will tell you about.

3Live in this land, and Iwill bewith you,
and will bless you. For I will give to you,
and to your offspring, all these lands, and
I will establish the oath which I swore to
Abraham your father.

4 I will multiply your offspring as the
stars of the sky, andwill give all these lands
to your offspring. In your offspring all the
nations of the earth will be blessed,

5 because Abraham obeyed my voice,
and kept my requirements, my command-
ments, my statutes, andmy laws.”

6 Isaac lived in Gerar.
7 The men of the place asked him about

his wife. He said, “She is my sister,” for
he was afraid to say, “My wife”, lest, he

thought, “the men of the place might kill
me forRebekah, because she isbeautiful to
look at.”

8 When he had been there a long time,
Abimelech king of the Philistines looked
out at a window, and saw, and, behold,
Isaac was caressing Rebekah, his wife.

9 Abimelech called Isaac, and said, “Be-
hold, surely she is your wife. Why did you
say, ‘She is my sister’?”
Isaac said to him, “Because I said, ‘Lest I

die because of her.’ ”
10Abimelech said, “What is this youhave

done to us? One of the people might easily
have lain with your wife, and you would
have brought guilt on us!”

11Abimelech commanded all the people,
saying, “He who touches this man or his
wife will surely be put to death.”

12 Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped
in the same year one hundred times what
he planted. Yahweh blessed him.

13 The man grew great, and grew more
andmore until he became very great.

14 He had possessions of flocks, posses-
sions of herds, and a great household. The
Philistines envied him.

15 Now all the wells which his father’s
servants had dug in the days of Abraham
his father, the Philistines had stopped, and
filled with earth.

16 Abimelech said to Isaac, “Go away
from us, for you are much mightier than
we.”

17 Isaac departed from there, encamped
in the valley of Gerar, and lived there.

18 Isaac dug again the wells of water,
which they had dug in the days of Abra-
ham his father, for the Philistines had
stopped them after the death of Abraham.
He called their names after the names by
which his father had called them.

19 Isaac’s servants dug in the valley, and
found there a well of flowing†water.

20 The herdsmen of Gerar argued with
Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The water is
ours.” So he called the name of the well
Esek,‡ because they contended with him.

† 25:30 “Edom”means “red”. † 26:19Or, living. Or, fresh. ‡ 26:20 “Esek”means “contention”. § 26:21 “Sitnah”
means “hostility”.



Genesis 26:21 29 Genesis 27:15

21 They dug another well, and they ar-
gued over that, also. So he called its name
Sitnah.§

22 He left that place, and dug another
well. They didn’t argue over that one. So
he called it Rehoboth.† He said, “For now
Yahwehhasmade room for us, andwewill
be fruitful in the land.”

23Hewent up from there to Beersheba.
24 Yahweh appeared to him the same

night, and said, “I am the God of Abraham
your father. Don’t be afraid, for I am with
you, and will bless you, and multiply your
offspring for my servant Abraham’s sake.”

25He built an altar there, and called on
Yahweh’s name, andpitchedhis tent there.
There Isaac’s servants dug a well.

26 Then Abimelech went to him from
GerarwithAhuzzathhis friend, andPhicol
the captain of his army.

27 Isaac said to them, “Why have you
come to me, since you hate me, and have
sent me away from you?”

28 They said, “We saw plainly that Yah-
wehwaswith you. We said, ‘Let there now
be an oath between us, even between us
and you, and let’s make a covenant with
you,

29 thatyouwill dousnoharm, aswehave
not touched you, and as we have done to
you nothing but good, and have sent you
away in peace.’ You are now the blessed of
Yahweh.”

30Hemade themafeast, and theyateand
drank.

31 They rose up some time in the morn-
ing, and swore an oath to one another.
Isaac sent them away, and they departed
from him in peace.

32 The same day, Isaac’s servants came,
and told him concerning the well which
they had dug, and said to him, “We have
foundwater.”

33 He called it “Shibah”.‡ Therefore the
name of the city is “Beersheba”§ to this
day.

34 When Esau was forty years old, he
took as wife Judith, the daughter of Beeri
the Hittite, and Basemath, the daughter of
Elon the Hittite.

35 They grieved Isaac’s and Rebekah’s
spirits.

27
1When Isaac was old, and his eyes were

dim, so thathecouldnot see, he calledEsau
his elder son, and said to him, “My son?”
He said to him, “Here I am.”
2 He said, “See now, I am old. I don’t

know the day of my death.
3 Now therefore, please take your

weapons, your quiver and your bow, and
go out to the field, and get me venison.

4 Make me savory food, such as I love,
and bring it to me, that I may eat, and that
my soul may bless you before I die.”

5 Rebekah heard when Isaac spoke to
Esau his son. Esauwent to the field to hunt
for venison, and to bring it.

6Rebekah spoke to Jacobher son, saying,
“Behold, I heard your father speak to Esau
your brother, saying,

7 ‘Bring me venison, and make me sa-
vory food, that I may eat, and bless you
before Yahweh before my death.’

8Now therefore, my son, obey my voice
according to that which I command you.

9 Go now to the flock and get me two
good young goats from there. I will make
them savory food for your father, such as
he loves.

10 You shall bring it to your father, that
hemayeat, so that hemaybless youbefore
his death.”

11 Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Be-
hold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and
I am a smoothman.

12What if my father touches me? I will
seem to him as a deceiver, and I would
bring a curse on myself, and not a bless-
ing.”

13 His mother said to him, “Let your
curse be on me, my son. Only obey my
voice, and go get them for me.”

14 He went, and got them, and brought
them to his mother. His mother made
savory food, such as his father loved.

15Rebekah took the good clothes of Esau,
her elder son, which were with her in the

† 26:22 “Rehoboth”means “broad places”. ‡ 26:33 Shibahmeans “oath” or “seven”. § 26:33 Beershebameans
“well of the oath” or “well of the seven”
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house, andput themon Jacob, her younger
son.

16She put the skins of the young goats on
his hands, and on the smooth of his neck.

17 She gave the savory food and the
bread, which she had prepared, into the
hand of her son Jacob.

18 He came to his father, and said, “My
father?”
He said, “Here I am. Who are you, my

son?”
19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau

yourfirstborn. Ihavedonewhatyouasked
me to do. Please arise, sit and eat of my
venison, that your soul may bless me.”

20 Isaac said tohis son, “Howis it that you
have found it so quickly, my son?”
He said, “Because Yahweh your God

gaveme success.”
21 Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come near,

that I may feel you, my son, whether you
are really my son Esau or not.”

22 Jacob went near to Isaac his father.
He felt him, and said, “The voice is Ja-
cob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of
Esau.”

23 He didn’t recognize him, because his
hands were hairy, like his brother Esau’s
hands. So he blessed him.

24He said, “Are you reallymy son Esau?”
He said, “I am.”
25He said, “Bring it near tome, and Iwill

eat of my son’s venison, that my soul may
bless you.”
Hebrought it near to him, andhe ate. He

brought himwine, and he drank.
26 His father Isaac said to him, “Come

near now, and kiss me, my son.”
27 He came near, and kissed him. He

smelled the smell of his clothing, and
blessed him, and said,
“Behold, the smell of my son

is as the smell of a fieldwhich Yahweh
has blessed.

28God give you of the dew of the sky,
of the fatness of the earth,
and plenty of grain and newwine.

29Let peoples serve you,
and nations bow down to you.

Be lord over your brothers.
Let your mother’s sons bow down to
you.

Cursed be everyone who curses you.
Blessedbe everyonewhoblesses you.”

30As soon as Isaac had finished blessing
Jacob, and Jacob had just gone out from
the presence of Isaac his father, Esau his
brother came in from his hunting.

31 He also made savory food, and
brought it to his father. He said to his
father, “Let my father arise, and eat of his
son’s venison, that your soul may bless
me.”

32 Isaac his father said to him, “Who are
you?”
He said, “I am your son, your firstborn,

Esau.”
33 Isaac trembled violently, and said,

“Who, then, is he who has taken venison,
andbrought it tome, and Ihaveeatenof all
before you came, and have blessed him?
Yes, he will be blessed.”

34 When Esau heard the words of his
father, he cried with an exceedingly great
and bitter cry, and said to his father, “Bless
me, evenme also, my father.”

35He said, “Your brother came with de-
ceit, and has taken away your blessing.”

36He said, “Isn’t he rightly named Jacob?
For he has supplantedme these two times.
He took away my birthright. See, now
he has taken away my blessing.” He said,
“Haven’t you reserved a blessing for me?”

37 Isaac answered Esau, “Behold, I have
made him your lord, and all his brothers
I have given to him for servants. I have
sustained him with grain and new wine.
What then will I do for you, my son?”

38 Esau said to his father, “Do you have
just one blessing, my father? Bless me,
evenmealso,my father.” Esau lifted uphis
voice, and wept.

39 Isaac his father answered him,
“Behold, your dwelling will be of the fat-

ness of the earth,
and of the dew of the sky from above.
40Youwill live by your sword, and youwill

serve your brother.
It will happen, when youwill break loose,
that you will shake his yoke from off your

neck.”
41Esau hated Jacob because of the bless-

ing with which his father blessed him.



Genesis 27:42 31 Genesis 28:21

Esau said in his heart, “The days ofmourn-
ing for my father are at hand. Then I will
kill my brother Jacob.”

42Thewords of Esau, her elder son,were
told to Rebekah. She sent and called Jacob,
her younger son, and said to him, “Behold,
your brother Esau comforts himself about
you by planning to kill you.

43Nowtherefore,my son, obeymyvoice.
Arise, flee to Laban, my brother, in Haran.

44 Stay with him a few days, until your
brother’s fury turns away—

45until your brother’s anger turns away
from you, and he forgets what you have
done to him. Then I will send, and get you
from there. Why should I be bereaved of
you both in one day?”

46 Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of
my life because of the daughters ofHeth. If
Jacob takes awife of the daughters ofHeth,
such as these, of the daughters of the land,
what good will my life dome?”

28
1 Isaac called Jacob, blessed him, and

commandedhim, “Youshallnot takeawife
of the daughters of Canaan.

2Arise, go to Paddan Aram, to the house
of Bethuel your mother’s father. Take a
wife from there from the daughters of La-
ban, yourmother’s brother.

3MayGodAlmighty bless you, andmake
you fruitful, and multiply you, that you
may be a company of peoples,

4 and give you the blessing of Abraham,
to you and to your offspring with you, that
youmay inherit the landwhere you travel,
which God gave to Abraham.”

5 Isaac sent Jacob away. He went to
Paddan Aram to Laban, son of Bethuel the
Syrian, thebrotherofRebekah, Jacob’sand
Esau’s mother.

6 Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed
Jacob and sent him away to Paddan Aram,
to take him a wife from there, and that as
he blessed him he gave him a command,
saying, “You shall not take a wife of the
daughters of Canaan;”

7 and that Jacob obeyed his father and
hismother, andwas gone to PaddanAram.

8Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan
didn’t please Isaac, his father.

9 So Esau went to Ishmael, and took, in
addition to the wives that he had, Maha-
lath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s
son, the sister of Nebaioth, to be his wife.

10 Jacob went out from Beersheba, and
went toward Haran.

11He came to a certain place, and stayed
there all night, because the sun had set.
He took one of the stones of the place, and
put it under his head, and lay down in that
place to sleep.

12 He dreamed and saw a stairway set
upon the earth, and its top reached to
heaven. Behold, the angels of God were
ascending and descending on it.

13 Behold, Yahweh stood above it, and
said, “I am Yahweh, the God of Abraham
your father, and the God of Isaac. I will
give the land you lie on to you and to your
offspring.

14Youroffspringwill be as thedust of the
earth, and you will spread abroad to the
west, and to the east, and to the north, and
to the south. In you and in your offspring,
all the families of the earthwill be blessed.

15 Behold, I am with you, and will keep
you, wherever you go, and will bring you
again into this land. For Iwill not leaveyou
until I have done that which I have spoken
of to you.”

16 Jacob awakened out of his sleep, and
he said, “Surely Yahweh is in this place,
and I didn’t know it.”

17 He was afraid, and said, “How awe-
some this place is! This is none other than
God’shouse, and this is thegateofheaven.”

18 Jacob rose up early in the morning,
and took the stone that he had put under
his head, and set it up for a pillar, and
poured oil on its top.

19 He called the name of that place
Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at
the first.

20 Jacobvowedavow, saying, “If Godwill
be with me, and will keep me in this way
that I go, andwill giveme bread to eat, and
clothing to put on,

21 so that I come again to my father’s
house in peace, and Yahweh will be my



Genesis 28:22 32 Genesis 29:30

God,
22 then this stone, which I have set up for

a pillar, will be God’s house. Of all that you
will give me I will surely give a tenth to
you.”

29
1 Then Jacob went on his journey, and

came to the land of the children of the east.
2He looked, and saw a well in the field,

and saw three flocks of sheep lying there
by it. For out of that well they watered the
flocks. The stone on the well’s mouth was
large.

3 There all the flocks were gathered.
They rolled the stone from the well’s
mouth, andwatered the sheep, andput the
stone back on thewell’smouth in its place.

4 Jacob said to them, “My relatives,
where are you from?”
They said, “We are fromHaran.”
5He said to them, “Do you know Laban,

the son of Nahor?”
They said, “We know him.”
6He said to them, “Is it well with him?”
They said, “It is well. See, Rachel, his

daughter, is coming with the sheep.”
7 He said, “Behold, it is still the middle

of the day, not time to gather the livestock
together. Water the sheep, and go and feed
them.”

8They said, “We can’t, until all the flocks
are gathered together, and they roll the
stone from the well’s mouth. Then we will
water the sheep.”

9While he was yet speaking with them,
Rachel came with her father’s sheep, for
she kept them.

10When Jacob saw Rachel the daughter
of Laban, his mother’s brother, and the
sheep of Laban, his mother’s brother, Ja-
cob went near, and rolled the stone from
the well’s mouth, and watered the flock of
Laban his mother’s brother.

11 Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his
voice, and wept.

12 Jacob told Rachel that he was her fa-
ther’s relative, and that he was Rebekah’s
son. She ran and told her father.

13 When Laban heard the news of Ja-
cob, his sister’s son, he ran to meet Jacob,
and embraced him, and kissed him, and

broughthim tohis house. Jacob toldLaban
all these things.

14Laban said to him, “Surely you aremy
bone andmyflesh.” Jacob stayedwith him
for amonth.

15Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are
myrelative, shouldyou therefore serveme
for nothing? Tellme, whatwill yourwages
be?”

16 Laban had two daughters. The name
of the elder was Leah, and the name of the
younger was Rachel.

17Leah’s eyeswereweak, butRachelwas
beautiful in form and attractive.

18 Jacob loved Rachel. He said, “I will
serve you seven years for Rachel, your
younger daughter.”

19 Laban said, “It is better that I give
her to you, than that I should give her to
another man. Stay withme.”

20 Jacob served seven years for Rachel.
They seemed to him but a few days, for the
love he had for her.

21 Jacob said to Laban, “Givememywife,
formy days are fulfilled, that Imay go in to
her.”

22Labangathered togetherall themenof
the place, andmade a feast.

23 In the evening, he took Leah his
daughter, and brought her to Jacob. He
went in to her.

24 Laban gave Zilpah his servant to his
daughter Leah for a servant.

25 In the morning, behold, it was Leah!
He said to Laban, “What is this you have
done to me? Didn’t I serve with you for
Rachel? Why thenhaveyoudeceivedme?”

26 Laban said, “It is not done so in our
place, to give the younger before the first-
born.

27 Fulfill the week of this one, and we
will give you the other also for the service
which you will serve with me for seven
more years.”

28 Jacobdid so, and fulfilledherweek. He
gave him Rachel his daughter as wife.

29 Laban gave Bilhah, his servant, to his
daughter Rachel to be her servant.

30Hewent in also toRachel, andhe loved
also Rachel more than Leah, and served
with him sevenmore years.
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31Yahweh saw that Leahwas hated, and
he opened her womb, but Rachel was bar-
ren.

32 Leah conceived, and bore a son, and
she named him Reuben. For she said, “Be-
cause Yahweh has looked at my affliction;
for nowmy husbandwill loveme.”

33 She conceived again, and bore a son,
and said, “Because Yahweh has heard that
I am hated, he has therefore given me this
son also.” She named him Simeon.

34 She conceived again, and bore a son.
She said, “Now this time my husband will
be joined to me, because I have borne
him three sons.” Therefore his name was
called Levi.

35 She conceived again, and bore a son.
She said, “This time I will praise Yahweh.”
Therefore she namedhim Judah. Then she
stopped bearing.

30
1When Rachel saw that she bore Jacob

no children, Rachel envied her sister. She
said to Jacob, “Give me children, or else I
will die.”

2 Jacob’s anger burned against Rachel,
and he said, “Am I in God’s place, who has
withheld from you the fruit of thewomb?”

3 She said, “Behold, my maid Bilhah. Go
in to her, that she may bear on my knees,
and I also may obtain children by her.”

4 She gave him Bilhah her servant as
wife, and Jacob went in to her.

5Bilhah conceived, andbore Jacob a son.
6 Rachel said, “God has judged me, and

has also heardmy voice, and has givenme
a son.” Therefore she called his nameDan.

7 Bilhah, Rachel’s servant, conceived
again, and bore Jacob a second son.

8 Rachel said, “I have wrestled with my
sister with mighty wrestlings, and have
prevailed.” She named himNaphtali.

9When Leah saw that she had finished
bearing, she took Zilpah, her servant, and
gave her to Jacob as a wife.

10 Zilpah, Leah’s servant, bore Jacob a
son.

11 Leah said, “How fortunate!” She
named him Gad.

12 Zilpah, Leah’s servant, bore Jacob a
second son.

13Leah said, “Happy am I, for the daugh-
ters will call me happy.” She named him
Asher.

14 Reuben went in the days of wheat
harvest, and foundmandrakes in the field,
and brought them to his mother, Leah.
Then Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me
some of your son’s mandrakes.”

15 Leah said to her, “Is it a small matter
that you have taken away my husband?
Wouldyou takeawaymyson’smandrakes,
also?”
Rachel said, “Therefore he will lie with

you tonight for your son’s mandrakes.”
16 Jacob came from the field in the

evening, and Leah went out to meet him,
and said, “You must come in to me; for I
have surely hired you with my son’s man-
drakes.”
He lay with her that night.
17 God listened to Leah, and she con-

ceived, and bore Jacob a fifth son.
18Leah said, “God has givenmemy hire,

because I gavemyservant tomyhusband.”
She named him Issachar.

19Leahconceivedagain, andborea sixth
son to Jacob.

20Leah said, “God has endowedmewith
a good dowry. Now my husband will live
with me, because I have borne him six
sons.” She named him Zebulun.

21 Afterwards, she bore a daughter, and
named her Dinah.

22God remembered Rachel, and God lis-
tened to her, and opened her womb.

23 She conceived, bore a son, and said,
“God has taken awaymy reproach.”

24 She named him Joseph,† saying, “May
Yahweh add another son to me.”

25When Rachel had borne Joseph, Jacob
said to Laban, “Send me away, that I may
go to my own place, and tomy country.

26Givememywives andmy children for
whom I have served you, and let me go;
for youknowmyservicewithwhich I have
served you.”

27 Laban said to him, “If now I have
found favor in your eyes, stay here, for I
have divined that Yahweh has blessed me
for your sake.”

† 30:24 Josephmeans “may he add”.
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28He said, “Appoint me your wages, and
I will give it.”

29 Jacob said to him, “You know how I
have served you, and how your livestock
have fared withme.

30 For it was little which you had before
I came, and it has increased to a multi-
tude. Yahweh has blessed you wherever
I turned. Now when will I provide for my
own house also?”

31Laban said, “What shall I give you?”
Jacob said, “You shall not give me any-

thing. If youwill do this thing forme, I will
again feed your flock and keep it.

32 Iwill pass through all yourflock today,
removing from there every speckled and
spotted one, and every black one among
the sheep, and the spotted and speckled
among the goats. This will be my hire.

33 So my righteousness will answer for
me hereafter, when you come concerning
my hire that is before you. Every one
that is not speckled and spotted among
the goats, and black among the sheep,
that might be with me, will be considered
stolen.”

34Labansaid, “Behold, let it beaccording
to your word.”

35 That day, he removed the male goats
that were streaked and spotted, and all
the female goats that were speckled and
spotted, every one that hadwhite in it, and
all the black ones among the sheep, and
gave them into the hand of his sons.

36 He set three days’ journey between
himself and Jacob, and Jacob fed the rest of
Laban’s flocks.

37 Jacob took to himself rods of fresh
poplar, almond, and plane tree, peeled
white streaks in them, andmade thewhite
appear which was in the rods.

38 He set the rods which he had peeled
opposite the flocks in thewatering troughs
where the flocks came to drink. They con-
ceived when they came to drink.

39 The flocks conceived before the rods,
and the flocks produced streaked, speck-
led, and spotted.

40 Jacob separated the lambs, and set the
faces of the flocks toward the streaked and
all the black in Laban’s flock. He put his

owndroves apart, anddidn’t put them into
Laban’s flock.

41 Whenever the stronger of the flock
conceived, Jacob laid the rods in front
of the eyes of the flock in the watering
troughs, that they might conceive among
the rods;

42 but when the flock were feeble, he
didn’t put them in. So the feebler were
Laban’s, and the stronger Jacob’s.

43 The man increased exceedingly, and
had large flocks, female servants andmale
servants, and camels and donkeys.

31
1 Jacob heard Laban’s sons’ words, say-

ing, “Jacob has taken away all that was our
father’s. He has obtained all this wealth
from that which was our father’s.”

2 Jacob saw the expression on Laban’s
face, and, behold, it was not toward him as
before.

3 Yahweh said to Jacob, “Return to the
land of your fathers, and to your relatives,
and I will be with you.”

4 Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah
to the field to his flock,

5 and said to them, “I see the expression
on your father’s face, that it is not toward
me as before; but the God of my father has
been withme.

6 You know that I have served your fa-
ther with all of my strength.

7 Your father has deceived me, and
changed my wages ten times, but God
didn’t allow him to hurt me.

8 If he said, ‘The speckled will be your
wages,’ then all the flock bore speckled. If
he said, ‘The streaked will be your wages,’
then all the flock bore streaked.

9Thus God has taken away your father’s
livestock, and given them tome.

10 During mating season, I lifted up my
eyes, and saw in a dream, and behold, the
male goats which leaped on the flockwere
streaked, speckled, and grizzled.

11 The angel of God said to me in the
dream, ‘Jacob,’ and I said, ‘Here I am.’

12He said, ‘Now lift up your eyes, and be-
hold, all the male goats which leap on the
flock are streaked, speckled, and grizzled,
for I have seen all that Laban does to you.
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13 I am the God of Bethel, where you
anointed a pillar, where you vowed a vow
to me. Now arise, get out from this land,
and return to the land of your birth.’ ”

14 Rachel and Leah answered him, “Is
there yet any portion or inheritance for us
in our father’s house?

15Aren’t we considered as foreigners by
him? For he has sold us, and has also used
up ourmoney.

16For all the riches which God has taken
away from our father are ours and our
children’s. Now then, whatever God has
said to you, do.”

17 Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons
and his wives on the camels,

18 and he took away all his livestock,
and all his possessions which he had gath-
ered, including the livestock which he had
gained in Paddan Aram, to go to Isaac his
father, to the land of Canaan.

19 Now Laban had gone to shear his
sheep; and Rachel stole the teraphim† that
were her father’s.

20 Jacob deceived Laban the Syrian, in
that he didn’t tell him that he was running
away.

21So he fledwith all that he had. He rose
up, passed over the River, and set his face
toward themountain of Gilead.

22 Laban was told on the third day that
Jacob had fled.

23 He took his relatives with him, and
pursuedhim sevendays’ journey. He over-
took him in themountain of Gilead.

24 God came to Laban the Syrian in a
dream of the night, and said to him, “Be
careful that you don’t speak to Jacob either
good or bad.”

25 Laban caught up with Jacob. Now
Jacobhadpitchedhis tent in themountain,
and Laban with his relatives encamped in
themountain of Gilead.

26 Laban said to Jacob, “What have you
done, that you have deceived me, and car-
ried away my daughters like captives of
the sword?

27Why did you flee secretly, and deceive
me, and didn’t tell me, that I might have

sent you away with mirth and with songs,
with tambourine and with harp;

28 and didn’t allow me to kiss my sons
and my daughters? Now have you done
foolishly.

29 It is in the power of my hand to hurt
you, but theGodof your father spoke tome
last night, saying, ‘Be careful that youdon’t
speak to Jacob either good or bad.’

30Now, youwant tobegone, becauseyou
greatly longed for your father’s house, but
why have you stolenmy gods?”

31 JacobansweredLaban, “Because Iwas
afraid, for I said, ‘Lest you should takeyour
daughters fromme by force.’

32Anyone you find your gods with shall
not live. Before our relatives, discernwhat
is yours with me, and take it.” For Jacob
didn’t know that Rachel had stolen them.

33 Laban went into Jacob’s tent, into
Leah’s tent, and into the tent of the two
female servants; but he didn’t find them.
He went out of Leah’s tent, and entered
into Rachel’s tent.

34 Now Rachel had taken the teraphim,
put them in the camel’s saddle, and sat on
them. Laban felt around all the tent, but
didn’t find them.

35 She said to her father, “Don’t let my
lord be angry that I can’t rise up be-
fore you; for I’m having my period.” He
searched, but didn’t find the teraphim.

36 Jacob was angry, and argued with La-
ban. Jacob answered Laban, “What is my
trespass? What is my sin, that you have
hotly pursuedme?

37 Now that you have felt around in all
my stuff, what have you found of all your
household stuff? Set it here before my
relatives and your relatives, that theymay
judge between us two.

38 “These twenty years I have been with
you. Your ewes and your female goats
have not cast their young, and I haven’t
eaten the rams of your flocks.

39 That which was torn of animals, I
didn’t bring to you. I bore its loss. Of my
hand you required it, whether stolen by
day or stolen by night.

† 31:19 teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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40 This was my situation: in the day the
drought consumed me, and the frost by
night; andmy sleep fled frommy eyes.

41These twentyyears Ihavebeen inyour
house. I served you fourteen years for
your two daughters, and six years for your
flock, and you have changedmywages ten
times.

42 Unless the God of my father, the God
of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had
beenwithme, surely now youwould have
sent me away empty. God has seen my
affliction and the labor of my hands, and
rebuked you last night.”

43 Laban answered Jacob, “The daugh-
ters aremy daughters, the children aremy
children, the flocks are my flocks, and all
that you see is mine! What can I do today
to these my daughters, or to their children
whom they have borne?

44Now come, let’s make a covenant, you
and I. Let it be for a witness between me
and you.”

45 Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a
pillar.

46 Jacob said to his relatives, “Gather
stones.” They took stones, and made a
heap. They ate there by the heap.

47 Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha,‡ but
Jacob called it Galeed.§

48 Laban said, “This heap is witness be-
tweenmeandyou today.” Therefore itwas
named Galeed

49 and Mizpah, for he said, “Yahweh
watch between me and you, when we are
absent one from another.

50 If you afflict my daughters, or if you
take wives in addition to my daughters,
no man is with us; behold, God is witness
betweenme and you.”

51 Laban said to Jacob, “See this heap,
and see the pillar, which I have set be-
tweenme and you.

52 May this heap be a witness, and the
pillar be awitness, that I will not pass over
this heap to you, and that youwill not pass
over this heap and this pillar to me, for
harm.

53 The God of Abraham, and the God
of Nahor, the God of their father, judge
between us.” Then Jacob swore by the fear
of his father, Isaac.

54 Jacob offered a sacrifice in the moun-
tain, and called his relatives to eat bread.
They ate bread, and stayed all night in the
mountain.

55 Early in the morning, Laban rose up,
and kissed his sons and his daughters, and
blessed them. Laban departed and re-
turned to his place.

32
1 Jacob went on his way, and the angels

of Godmet him.
2When he saw them, Jacob said, “This is

God’s army.” He called the name of that
place Mahanaim.†

3 Jacob sent messengers in front of him
to Esau, his brother, to the land of Seir, the
field of Edom.

4 He commanded them, saying, “This is
what you shall tell my lord, Esau: ‘This is
whatyour servant, Jacob, says. I have lived
as a foreignerwith Laban, and stayeduntil
now.

5 I have cattle, donkeys, flocks, male ser-
vants, and female servants. I have sent to
tell my lord, that I may find favor in your
sight.’ ”

6Themessengers returned to Jacob, say-
ing, “We came to your brother Esau. He
is coming to meet you, and four hundred
men are with him.”

7Then Jacob was greatly afraid and was
distressed. He divided the people who
were with him, along with the flocks, the
herds, and thecamels, into twocompanies.

8 He said, “If Esau comes to the one
company, and strikes it, then the company
which is left will escape.”

9 Jacob said, “Godofmy fatherAbraham,
and God of my father Isaac, Yahweh, who
said to me, ‘Return to your country, and to
your relatives, and I will do you good,’

10 I am not worthy of the least of all
the loving kindnesses, and of all the truth,
which you have shown to your servant;
for with just my staff I crossed over this

‡ 31:47 “Jegar Sahadutha”means “WitnessHeap” inAramaic. § 31:47 “Galeed”means “WitnessHeap” inHebrew.
† 32:2 “Mahanaim”means “two camps”.
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Jordan; and now I have become two com-
panies.

11Please deliverme from the hand ofmy
brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear
him, lest he come and strike me and the
mothers with the children.

12Yousaid, ‘Iwill surelydoyougood, and
make your offspring as the sand of the sea,
which can’t be counted because there are
somany.’ ”

13 He stayed there that night, and took
from thatwhich he hadwith himapresent
for Esau, his brother:

14 two hundred female goats and twenty
male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty
rams,

15 thirty milk camels and their colts,
forty cows, ten bulls, twenty female don-
keys and ten foals.

16 He delivered them into the hands of
his servants, every herd by itself, and said
to his servants, “Pass over before me, and
put a space between herd and herd.”

17He commanded the foremost, saying,
“When Esau, my brother, meets you, and
asks you, saying, ‘Whose are you? Where
are you going? Whose are these before
you?’

18 Then you shall say, ‘They are your
servant, Jacob’s. It is a present sent to my
lord, Esau. Behold, he also is behind us.’ ”

19 He commanded also the second, and
the third, and all that followed the herds,
saying, “This is how you shall speak to
Esau, when you find him.

20 You shall say, ‘Not only that, but be-
hold, your servant, Jacob, is behind us.’ ”
For, he said, “I will appease him with the
present that goes before me, and after-
ward I will see his face. Perhaps he will
accept me.”

21So thepresent passedover beforehim,
and he himself stayed that night in the
camp.

22 He rose up that night, and took his
two wives, and his two servants, and his
eleven sons, and crossed over the ford of
the Jabbok.

23He took them, and sent them over the
stream, and sent over that which he had.

24 Jacob was left alone, and wrestled
with a man there until the breaking of the
day.

25 When he saw that he didn’t prevail
against him, the man touched the hollow
of his thigh, and the hollowof Jacob’s thigh
was strained as he wrestled.

26 The man said, “Let me go, for the day
breaks.”
Jacob said, “I won’t let you go unless you

bless me.”
27He said to him, “What is your name?”
He said, “Jacob”.
28 He said, “Your name will no longer

be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have
fought with God and with men, and have
prevailed.”

29 Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your
name.”
He said, “Why is it that you ask what my

name is?” So he blessed him there.
30 Jacob called the name of the place

Peniel;‡ for he said, “I have seen God face
to face, andmy life is preserved.”

31The sun rose on him as he passed over
Peniel, and he limped because of his thigh.

32 Therefore the children of Israel don’t
eat the sinew of the hip, which is on the
hollow of the thigh, to this day, because he
touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh in the
sinew of the hip.

33
1 Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked,

and, behold, Esau was coming, and with
him four hundred men. He divided the
children between Leah, Rachel, and the
two servants.

2He put the servants and their children
in front, Leah and her children after, and
Rachel and Joseph at the rear.

3 He himself passed over in front of
them, and bowed himself to the ground
seven times, until he came near to his
brother.

4 Esau ran to meet him, embraced him,
fell on his neck, kissed him, and theywept.

5 He lifted up his eyes, and saw the
women and the children; and said, “Who
are these with you?”

‡ 32:30 Peniel means “face of God”.
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He said, “The children whom God has
graciously given your servant.”

6Then the servants camenearwith their
children, and they bowed themselves.

7 Leah also and her children came near,
andbowed themselves. After them, Joseph
came near with Rachel, and they bowed
themselves.

8 Esau said, “What do you mean by all
this company which I met?”
Jacob said, “To find favor in the sight of

my lord.”
9Esau said, “I have enough, my brother;

let that which you have be yours.”
10 Jacob said, “Please, no, if I have now

found favor in your sight, then receive my
present at my hand, because I have seen
your face, as one sees the face of God, and
youwere pleased withme.

11 Please take the gift that I brought to
you, becauseGodhasdealt graciouslywith
me, and because I have enough.” Heurged
him, and he took it.

12Esau said, “Let’s take our journey, and
let’s go, and I will go before you.”

13 Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that
the children are tender, and that the flocks
andherdswithmehave their young, and if
they overdrive them one day, all the flocks
will die.

14Please let my lord pass over before his
servant, and I will lead on gently, accord-
ing to the pace of the livestock that are
beforeme and according to the pace of the
children, until I come tomy lord to Seir.”

15Esau said, “Letme now leavewith you
some of the people who are withme.”
He said, “Why? Let me find favor in the

sight of my lord.”
16 So Esau returned that day on his way

to Seir.
17 Jacob traveled to Succoth, built him-

self a house, and made shelters for his
livestock. Therefore the name of the place
is called Succoth.†

18 Jacob came in peace to the city of
Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan,
when he came from Paddan Aram; and
encamped before the city.

19He bought the parcel of groundwhere
he had spread his tent, at the hand of the
children of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for
one hundred pieces of money.

20He erected an altar there, and called it
El Elohe Israel.‡

34
1Dinah, the daughter of Leah,whomshe

bore to Jacob, went out to see the daugh-
ters of the land.

2 Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite,
the prince of the land, saw her. He took
her, lay with her, and humbled her.

3His soul joined to Dinah, the daughter
of Jacob, and he loved the young lady, and
spoke kindly to the young lady.

4 Shechem spoke to his father, Hamor,
saying, “Get me this young lady as a wife.”

5 Now Jacob heard that he had defiled
Dinah, his daughter; and his sons were
with his livestock in the field. Jacob held
his peace until they came.

6Hamor the father of Shechemwent out
to Jacob to talk with him.

7The sons of Jacob came in from thefield
when theyheard it. Themenweregrieved,
and they were very angry, because he had
done folly in Israel in lying with Jacob’s
daughter, a thing that ought not to be done.

8Hamor talked with them, saying, “The
soul of my son, Shechem, longs for your
daughter. Please give her to him as a wife.

9 Make marriages with us. Give your
daughters tous, and takeourdaughters for
yourselves.

10 You shall dwell with us, and the land
will be before you. Live and trade in it, and
get possessions in it.”

11 Shechem said to her father and to her
brothers, “Let me find favor in your eyes,
and whatever you will tell me I will give.

12 Ask me a great amount for a dowry,
and Iwill givewhatever you ask ofme, but
give me the young lady as a wife.”

13 The sons of Jacob answered Shechem
and Hamor his father with deceit when
they spoke, because he had defiled Dinah
their sister,

† 33:17 succoth means shelters or booths. ‡ 33:20 El Elohe Israel means “God, the God of Israel” or “The God of
Israel is mighty”.
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14 and said to them, “We can’t do this
thing, to give our sister to one who is un-
circumcised; for that is a reproach to us.

15Only on this conditionwill we consent
to you. If you will be as we are, that every
male of you be circumcised,

16 then will we give our daughters to
you; andwewill take your daughters to us,
and we will dwell with you, and we will
become one people.

17 But if you will not listen to us and be
circumcised, then we will take our sister,†
andwewill be gone.”

18 Their words pleased Hamor and
Shechem, Hamor’s son.

19 The young man didn’t wait to do this
thing, because he had delight in Jacob’s
daughter, and he was honored above all
the house of his father.

20Hamor and Shechem, his son, came to
the gate of their city, and talked with the
men of their city, saying,

21 “These men are peaceful with us.
Therefore let them live in the land and
trade in it. For behold, the land is large
enough for them. Let’s take their daugh-
ters to us forwives, and let’s give them our
daughters.

22 Only on this condition will the men
consent to us to livewith us, to becomeone
people, if every male among us is circum-
cised, as they are circumcised.

23Won’t their livestock and their posses-
sions and all their animals be ours? Only
let’s giveour consent to them, and theywill
dwell with us.”

24All whowent out of the gate of his city
listened toHamor, and to Shechemhis son;
and every male was circumcised, all who
went out of the gate of his city.

25On the third day,when theywere sore,
two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, Di-
nah’s brothers, each took his sword, came
upon the unsuspecting city, and killed all
the males.

26 They killed Hamor and Shechem, his
son, with the edge of the sword, and took
Dinah out of Shechem’s house, and went
away.

27 Jacob’s sons came on the dead, and
plundered the city, because they had de-
filed their sister.

28 They took their flocks, their herds,
their donkeys, that which was in the city,
that which was in the field,

29and all theirwealth. They took captive
all their little ones and their wives, and
took as plunder everything that was in the
house.

30 Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You
have troubled me, to make me odious to
the inhabitants of the land, among the
Canaanites and the Perizzites. I am few
in number. They will gather themselves
together against me and strike me, and I
will be destroyed, I andmy house.”

31 They said, “Should he deal with our
sister as with a prostitute?”

35
1 God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to

Bethel, and live there. Make there an altar
toGod,whoappeared toyouwhenyoufled
from the face of Esau your brother.”

2 Then Jacob said to his household, and
to all who were with him, “Put away the
foreign gods that are among you, purify
yourselves, and change your garments.

3 Let’s arise, and go up to Bethel. I will
make there an altar to God, who answered
me in the day of my distress, and was with
me on the way which I went.”

4 They gave to Jacob all the foreign
gods which were in their hands, and the
rings which were in their ears; and Jacob
hid them under the oak which was by
Shechem.

5 They traveled, and a terror of God was
on the cities that were around them, and
they didn’t pursue the sons of Jacob.

6 So Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel),
which is in the land of Canaan, he and all
the people whowere with him.

7He built an altar there, and called the
place El Beth El; because there God was
revealed to him, when he fled from the
face of his brother.

8 Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and
she was buried below Bethel under the
oak; and its namewas called Allon Bacuth.

† 34:17Hebrew has, literally, “daughter”
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9God appeared to Jacob again, when he
came fromPaddanAram, andblessedhim.

10God said to him, “Your name is Jacob.
Yournameshallnotbe Jacobanymore, but
your name will be Israel.” He named him
Israel.

11 God said to him, “I am God Almighty.
Be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a
company of nations will be from you, and
kings will come out of your body.

12 The land which I gave to Abraham
and Isaac, I will give it to you, and to your
offspring after you I will give the land.”

13 God went up from him in the place
where he spoke with him.

14 Jacob set up a pillar in the placewhere
he spoke with him, a pillar of stone. He
poured out a drink offering on it, and
poured oil on it.

15 Jacob called the name of the place
where God spoke with him “Bethel”.

16They traveled from Bethel. There was
still somedistance to come to Ephrath, and
Rachel travailed. She had hard labor.

17When she was in hard labor, the mid-
wife said to her, “Don’t be afraid, for now
youwill have another son.”

18 As her soul was departing (for she
died), she named him Benoni,† but his fa-
ther named him Benjamin.‡

19 Rachel died, and was buried on the
way to Ephrath (also called Bethlehem).

20 Jacob set up a pillar on her grave. The
same is the Pillar of Rachel’s grave to this
day.

21 Israel traveled, and spread his tent
beyond the tower of Eder.

22While Israel lived in that land, Reuben
went and lay with Bilhah, his father’s con-
cubine, and Israel heard of it.
Now the sons of Jacob were twelve.
23 The sons of Leah: Reuben (Jacob’s

firstborn), Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar,
and Zebulun.

24 The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Ben-
jamin.

25 The sons of Bilhah (Rachel’s servant):
Dan and Naphtali.

26 The sons of Zilpah (Leah’s servant):
GadandAsher. These are the sons of Jacob,
whowere born to him in Paddan Aram.

27 Jacob came to Isaac his father, to
Mamre, to Kiriath Arba (which is Hebron),
whereAbrahamand Isaac livedas foreign-
ers.

28 The days of Isaac were one hundred
eighty years.

29 Isaac gave up the spirit and died, and
was gathered to his people, old and full of
days. Esau and Jacob, his sons, buried him.

36
1 Now this is the history of the genera-

tions of Esau (that is, Edom).
2Esau took hiswives from the daughters

of Canaan: Adah the daughter of Elon, the
Hittite; and Oholibamah the daughter of
Anah, the daughter of Zibeon, the Hivite;

3 and Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, sis-
ter of Nebaioth.

4 Adah bore to Esau Eliphaz. Basemath
bore Reuel.

5Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam, andKo-
rah. These are the sons of Esau, who were
born to him in the land of Canaan.

6Esau tookhiswives, his sons, hisdaugh-
ters, and all themembers of his household,
with his livestock, all his animals, and all
his possessions, which he had gathered in
the land of Canaan, and went into a land
away from his brother Jacob.

7 For their substance was too great for
them to dwell together, and the land of
their travels couldn’t bear thembecause of
their livestock.

8 Esau lived in the hill country of Seir.
Esau is Edom.

9This is the history of the generations of
Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill
country of Seir:

10 these are the names of Esau’s sons:
Eliphaz, the son of Adah, the wife of Esau;
andReuel, the son of Basemath, thewife of
Esau.

11 The sons of Eliphaz were Teman,
Omar, Zepho, and Gatam, and Kenaz.

12 Timna was concubine to Eliphaz,
Esau’s son; and she bore to Eliphaz
Amalek. These are the descendants of
Adah, Esau’s wife.

† 35:18 “Benoni”means “son of my trouble”. ‡ 35:18 “Benjamin”means “son of my right hand”.
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13 These are the sons of Reuel: Nahath,
Zerah, Shammah, andMizzah. Thesewere
the descendants of Basemath, Esau’s wife.

14 These were the sons of Oholibamah,
the daughter of Anah, the daughter of
Zibeon, Esau’s wife: she bore to Esau
Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.

15 These are the chiefs of the sons of
Esau: the sons of Eliphaz the firstborn
of Esau: chief Teman, chief Omar, chief
Zepho, chief Kenaz,

16 chief Korah, chief Gatam, chief
Amalek. These are the chiefs who came
of Eliphaz in the land of Edom. These are
the sons of Adah.

17Theseare the sonsofReuel, Esau’s son:
chief Nahath, chief Zerah, chief Shammah,
chief Mizzah. These are the chiefs who
came of Reuel in the land of Edom. These
are the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife.

18 These are the sons of Oholibamah,
Esau’s wife: chief Jeush, chief Jalam, chief
Korah. These are the chiefs who came of
Oholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau’s
wife.

19 These are the sons of Esau (that is,
Edom), and these are their chiefs.

20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite,
the inhabitants of the land: Lotan, Shobal,
Zibeon, Anah,

21 Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. These are
the chiefs who came of the Horites, the
children of Seir in the land of Edom.

22 The children of Lotan were Hori and
Heman. Lotan’s sister was Timna.

23 These are the children of Shobal: Al-
van, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.

24These are the children of Zibeon: Aiah
and Anah. This is Anah who found the
hot springs in thewilderness, as he fed the
donkeys of Zibeon his father.

25 These are the children of Anah: Dis-
hon and Oholibamah, the daughter of
Anah.

26 These are the children of Dishon:
Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran.

27These are the children of Ezer: Bilhan,
Zaavan, and Akan.

28 These are the children of Dishan: Uz
and Aran.

29 These are the chiefs who came of the
Horites: chief Lotan, chief Shobal, chief
Zibeon, chief Anah,

30 chief Dishon, chief Ezer, and chief
Dishan. These are the chiefs who came of

theHorites, according to their chiefs in the
land of Seir.

31 These are the kings who reigned in
the land of Edom, before any king reigned
over the children of Israel.

32Bela, the son of Beor, reigned in Edom.
The name of his city was Dinhabah.

33Bela died, and Jobab, the son of Zerah
of Bozrah, reigned in his place.

34 Jobab died, andHusham of the land of
the Temanites reigned in his place.

35 Husham died, and Hadad, the son of
Bedad, who struck Midian in the field of
Moab, reigned in his place. The name of
his city was Avith.

36Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah
reigned in his place.

37 Samlah died, and Shaul of Rehoboth
by the river, reigned in his place.

38 Shaul died, and Baal Hanan the son of
Achbor reigned in his place.

39 Baal Hanan the son of Achbor died,
and Hadar reigned in his place. The name
of his city was Pau. His wife’s name was
Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the
daughter of Mezahab.

40These are the names of the chiefs who
came from Esau, according to their fami-
lies, after their places, and by their names:
chief Timna, chief Alvah, chief Jetheth,

41 chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief
Pinon,

42 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief
Mibzar,

43 chief Magdiel, and chief Iram. These
are the chiefs of Edom, according to their
habitations in the land of their possession.
This is Esau, the father of the Edomites.

37
1 Jacob lived in the land of his father’s

travels, in the land of Canaan.
2This is the history of the generations of

Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old,
was feeding the flock with his brothers.
He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and
Zilpah, his father’s wives. Joseph brought
an evil report of them to their father.

3Now Israel loved Joseph more than all
his children, because he was the son of his
old age, and he made him a tunic of many
colors.



Genesis 37:4 42 Genesis 37:32

4His brothers saw that their father loved
him more than all his brothers, and they
hated him, and couldn’t speak peaceably
to him.

5 Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it
to his brothers, and they hated him all the
more.

6 He said to them, “Please hear this
dreamwhich I have dreamed:

7 for behold, we were binding sheaves
in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose
and also stood upright; and behold, your
sheaves came around, and bowed down to
my sheaf.”

8 His brothers asked him, “Will you in-
deed reign over us? Will you indeed have
dominion over us?” They hated himall the
more for his dreams and for his words.

9 He dreamed yet another dream, and
told it to his brothers, and said, “Behold,
I have dreamed yet another dream: and
behold, the sun and the moon and eleven
stars bowed down tome.”

10 He told it to his father and to his
brothers. His father rebuked him, and
said to him, “What is this dream that you
have dreamed? Will I and your mother
and your brothers indeed come to bow
ourselves down to the earth before you?”

11Hisbrothers enviedhim, buthis father
kept this saying inmind.

12Hisbrotherswent to feed their father’s
flock in Shechem.

13 Israel said to Joseph, “Aren’t your
brothers feeding the flock in Shechem?
Come, and Iwill sendyou to them.” Hesaid
to him, “Here I am.”

14He said to him, “Go now, see whether
it is well with your brothers, andwell with
the flock; and bringmeword again.” So he
sent him out of the valley of Hebron, and
he came to Shechem.

15A certainman found him, and behold,
he was wandering in the field. The man
asked him, “What are you looking for?”

16He said, “I am looking formybrothers.
Tell me, please, where they are feeding the
flock.”

17Theman said, “Theyhave left here, for
I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’ ”
Joseph went after his brothers, and

found them in Dothan.

18 They saw him afar off, and before he
came near to them, they conspired against
him to kill him.

19They said to one another, “Behold, this
dreamer comes.

20Comenow therefore, and let’s kill him,
and cast him into one of the pits, and
we will say, ‘An evil animal has devoured
him.’ We will see what will become of his
dreams.”

21 Reuben heard it, and delivered him
out of their hand, and said, “Let’s not take
his life.”

22 Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood.
Throw him into this pit that is in the
wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that
he might deliver him out of their hand, to
restore him to his father.

23 When Joseph came to his brothers,
they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the tunic
of many colors that was on him;

24and they took him, and threwhim into
the pit. The pit was empty. There was no
water in it.

25 They sat down to eat bread, and they
lifted up their eyes and looked, and saw
a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from
Gilead, with their camels bearing spices
and balm and myrrh, going to carry it
down to Egypt.

26 Judah said to his brothers, “What
profit is it ifwekill ourbrotherandconceal
his blood?

27 Come, and let’s sell him to the Ish-
maelites, and not let our hand be on him;
for he is our brother, our flesh.” His broth-
ers listened to him.

28 Midianites who were merchants
passed by, and they drew and lifted up
Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to
the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver.
Themerchants brought Joseph into Egypt.

29 Reuben returned to the pit, and saw
that Joseph wasn’t in the pit; and he tore
his clothes.

30He returned to his brothers, and said,
“The child is no more; and I, where will I
go?”

31 They took Joseph’s tunic, and killed
a male goat, and dipped the tunic in the
blood.

32 They took the tunic of many colors,
and they brought it to their father, and
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said, “We have found this. Examine it,
now, and see if it is your son’s tunic or not.”

33 He recognized it, and said, “It is my
son’s tunic. An evil animal has devoured
him. Joseph is without doubt torn in
pieces.”

34 Jacob tore his clothes, and put sack-
cloth onhiswaist, andmourned forhis son
many days.

35All his sons and all his daughters rose
up to comfort him, but he refused to be
comforted. He said, “For I will go down to
Sheol† to my son, mourning.” His father
wept for him.

36 The Midianites sold him into Egypt
to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s, the
captain of the guard.

38
1At that time, Judahwent down fromhis

brothers, and visited a certain Adullamite,
whose namewas Hirah.

2 There, Judah saw the daughter of a
certain Canaanite man named Shua. He
took her, and went in to her.

3 She conceived, and bore a son; and he
named him Er.

4 She conceived again, and bore a son;
and she named him Onan.

5 She yet again bore a son, and named
him Shelah. He was at Chezib when she
bore him.

6 Judah took a wife for Er, his firstborn,
and her namewas Tamar.

7 Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in
Yahweh’s sight. So Yahweh killed him.

8 Judah said to Onan, “Go in to your
brother’s wife, and perform the duty of
a husband’s brother to her, and raise up
offspring for your brother.”

9Onan knew that the offspring wouldn’t
be his; and when he went in to his
brother’s wife, he spilled his semen on the
ground, lest he should give offspring to his
brother.

10 The thing which he did was evil in
Yahweh’s sight, and he killed him also.

11 Then Judah said to Tamar, his
daughter-in-law, “Remain awidow in your
father’s house, until Shelah, my son, is
grown up;” for he said, “Lest he also die,

like his brothers.” Tamar went and lived
in her father’s house.

12After many days, Shua’s daughter, the
wife of Judah, died. Judah was comforted,
and went up to his sheep shearers to Tim-
nah, he and his friend Hirah, the Adul-
lamite.

13 Tamar was told, “Behold, your father-
in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his
sheep.”

14 She took off the garments of her wid-
owhood, and coveredherselfwithher veil,
andwrapped herself, and sat in the gate of
Enaim, which is on the way to Timnah; for
she saw that Shelahwas grownup, and she
wasn’t given to him as a wife.

15When Judah saw her, he thought that
she was a prostitute, for she had covered
her face.

16He turned to her by the way, and said,
“Please come, let me come in to you,” for
he didn’t know that she was his daughter-
in-law.
She said, “What will you give me, that

youmay come in to me?”
17He said, “I will send you a young goat

from the flock.”
She said, “Will you give me a pledge,

until you send it?”
18He said, “What pledgewill I give you?”
She said, “Your signet andyour cord, and

your staff that is in your hand.”
He gave them to her, and came in to her,

and she conceived by him.
19 She arose, and went away, and put off

her veil from her, and put on the garments
of her widowhood.

20 Judah sent the young goat by the hand
of his friend, the Adullamite, to receive
the pledge from the woman’s hand, but he
didn’t find her.

21 Then he asked the men of her place,
saying, “Where is the prostitute, that was
at Enaim by the road?”
They said, “There has been no prostitute

here.”
22 He returned to Judah, and said, “I

haven’t found her; and also themen of the
place said, ‘There has been no prostitute
here.’ ”

† 37:35 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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23 Judah said, “Let her keep it, lest we
be shamed. Behold, I sent this young goat,
and you haven’t found her.”

24 About three months later, Judah was
told, “Tamar, your daughter-in-law, has
played the prostitute. Moreover, behold,
she is with child by prostitution.”
Judah said, “Bring her out, and let her be

burned.”
25When shewas brought out, she sent to

her father-in-law, saying, “I am with child
by the man who owns these.” She also
said, “Please discern whose these are—the
signet, and the cords, and the staff.”

26 Judah acknowledged them, and said,
“She is more righteous than I, because I
didn’t give her to Shelah, my son.”
He knew her again nomore.
27 In the timeofher travail, behold, twins

were in her womb.
28 When she travailed, one put out a

hand, and the midwife took and tied a
scarlet thread on his hand, saying, “This
came out first.”

29As he drew back his hand, behold, his
brother cameout, and she said, “Whyhave
you made a breach for yourself?” There-
fore his namewas called Perez.†

30Afterward his brother came out, who
had the scarlet thread on his hand, and his
namewas called Zerah.‡

39
1 Joseph was brought down to Egypt.

Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s, the cap-
tain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him
from the hand of the Ishmaelites that had
brought him down there.

2Yahweh was with Joseph, and he was a
prosperous man. He was in the house of
his master the Egyptian.

3His master saw that Yahweh was with
him, and that Yahwehmade all that he did
prosper in his hand.

4 Joseph found favor in his sight. He
ministered to him, andPotipharmadehim
overseer over his house, and all that he
had he put into his hand.

5 From the time that he made him over-
seer in his house, and over all that he had,
Yahweh blessed the Egyptian’s house for

Joseph’s sake. Yahweh’sblessingwasonall
that he had, in the house and in the field.

6He left all that he had in Joseph’s hand.
He didn’t concern himself with anything,
except for the food which he ate.
Joseph was well-built and handsome.
7After these things, his master’s wife set

her eyes on Joseph; and she said, “Lie with
me.”

8But he refused, and said to his master’s
wife, “Behold, my master doesn’t know
what is with me in the house, and he has
put all that he has into my hand.

9 No one is greater in this house than
I am, and he has not kept back anything
frommebut you, because you are hiswife.
How then can I do this great wickedness,
and sin against God?”

10As she spoke to Joseph day by day, he
didn’t listen to her, to lie by her, or to be
with her.

11About this time, hewent into thehouse
to do his work, and there were none of the
men of the house inside.

12Shecaughthimbyhisgarment, saying,
“Lie withme!”
He left his garment in her hand, and ran

outside.
13 When she saw that he had left his

garment in her hand, and had run outside,
14 she called to the men of her house,

and spoke to them, saying, “Behold, he has
brought a Hebrew in to us to mock us. He
came in to me to lie with me, and I cried
with a loud voice.

15 When he heard that I lifted up my
voice and cried, he left his garment byme,
and ran outside.”

16 She laid up his garment by her, until
his master came home.

17 She spoke to him according to these
words, saying, “The Hebrew servant,
whom you have brought to us, came in to
me tomockme,

18 and as I lifted up my voice and cried,
he left his garment by me, and ran out-
side.”

19When his master heard the words of
his wife, which she spoke to him, saying,
“This is what your servant did to me,” his
wrath was kindled.

† 38:29 Perez means “breaking out”. ‡ 38:30 Zerahmeans “scarlet” or “brightness”.
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20 Joseph’smaster took him, and put him
into the prison, the place where the king’s
prisonerswere bound, andhewas there in
custody.

21 But Yahweh was with Joseph, and
showed kindness to him, and gave him fa-
vor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.

22The keeper of the prison committed to
Joseph’s hand all the prisoners who were
in the prison. Whatever they did there, he
was responsible for it.

23 The keeper of the prison didn’t look
after anything that was under his hand,
because Yahweh was with him; and that
which he did, Yahwehmade it prosper.

40
1After these things, thebutler of the king

of Egypt and his baker offended their lord,
the king of Egypt.

2 Pharaoh was angry with his two offi-
cers, the chief cup bearer and the chief
baker.

3He put them in custody in the house of
the captain of the guard, into the prison,
the place where Joseph was bound.

4The captain of the guard assigned them
to Joseph, and he took care of them. They
stayed in prisonmany days.

5They both dreamed a dream, eachman
his dream, in one night, each man accord-
ing to the interpretation of his dream, the
cup bearer and the baker of the king of
Egypt, who were bound in the prison.

6 Joseph came in to them in themorning,
and saw them, and saw that theywere sad.

7He asked Pharaoh’s officers who were
with him in custody in his master’s house,
saying, “Why do you look so sad today?”

8 They said to him, “We have dreamed
a dream, and there is no one who can
interpret it.”
Joseph said to them, “Don’t interpreta-

tions belong to God? Please tell it to me.”
9 The chief cup bearer told his dream

to Joseph, and said to him, “In my dream,
behold, a vine was in front of me,

10and in thevinewere threebranches. It
was as though it budded, it blossomed, and
its clusters produced ripe grapes.

11 Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand; and
I took the grapes, and pressed them into
Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave the cup into
Pharaoh’s hand.”

12 Joseph said tohim, “This is its interpre-
tation: the three branches are three days.

13Within three more days, Pharaoh will
lift up your head, and restore you to your
office. You will give Pharaoh’s cup into his
hand, the way you did when you were his
cup bearer.

14But remembermewhen it is well with
you. Please show kindness to me, and
makementionofme toPharaoh, andbring
me out of this house.

15 For indeed, I was stolen away out of
the land of the Hebrews, and here also I
havedonenothing that they shouldputme
into the dungeon.”

16 When the chief baker saw that the
interpretationwas good, he said to Joseph,
“I alsowas inmy dream, and behold, three
baskets of white bread were onmy head.

17 In the uppermost basket there were
all kinds of baked food for Pharaoh, and
the birds ate them out of the basket on my
head.”

18 Joseph answered, “This is its interpre-
tation. The three baskets are three days.

19Within three more days, Pharaoh will
lift up your head from off you, and will
hang you on a tree; and the birds will eat
your flesh from off you.”

20On the third day, whichwas Pharaoh’s
birthday, he made a feast for all his ser-
vants, andhe lifted up thehead of the chief
cup bearer and the head of the chief baker
among his servants.

21He restored the chief cup bearer to his
position again, and he gave the cup into
Pharaoh’s hand;

22 but he hanged the chief baker, as
Joseph had interpreted to them.

23Yet the chief cup bearer didn’t remem-
ber Joseph, but forgot him.

41
1 At the end of two full years, Pharaoh

dreamed, and behold, he stood by the
river.
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2Behold, seven cattle came up out of the
river. They were sleek and fat, and they
fed in themarsh grass.

3 Behold, seven other cattle came up af-
ter themout of the river, ugly and thin, and
stoodby the other cattle on the brink of the
river.

4 The ugly and thin cattle ate up the
seven sleek and fat cattle. So Pharaoh
awoke.

5 He slept and dreamed a second time;
and behold, seven heads of grain came up
on one stalk, healthy and good.

6 Behold, seven heads of grain, thin and
blastedwith the eastwind, sprungup after
them.

7 The thin heads of grain swallowed up
the seven healthy and full ears. Pharaoh
awoke, and behold, it was a dream.

8 In themorning, his spirit was troubled,
and he sent and called for all of Egypt’s
magicians and wise men. Pharaoh told
them his dreams, but there was no one
who could interpret them to Pharaoh.

9 Then the chief cup bearer spoke to
Pharaoh, saying, “I remember my faults
today.

10 Pharaoh was angry with his servants,
and put me in custody in the house of the
captain of the guard, with the chief baker.

11We dreamed a dream in one night, he
and I. Eachman dreamed according to the
interpretation of his dream.

12There was with us there a youngman,
a Hebrew, servant to the captain of the
guard, andwe toldhim, andhe interpreted
to us our dreams. He interpreted to each
man according to his dream.

13 As he interpreted to us, so it was. He
restored me to my office, and he hanged
him.”

14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph,
and they brought him hastily out of the
dungeon. He shaved himself, changed his
clothing, and came in to Pharaoh.

15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have
dreamed a dream, and there is no onewho
can interpret it. I have heard it said of
you, that when you hear a dream you can
interpret it.”

16 Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “It
isn’t in me. God will give Pharaoh an
answer of peace.”

17 Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, “In my
dream, behold, I stood on the brink of the
river;

18 and behold, seven fat and sleek cattle
came up out of the river. They fed in the
marsh grass;

19 and behold, seven other cattle came
upafter them, poor andveryugly and thin,
such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt
for ugliness.

20The thin and ugly cattle ate up the first
seven fat cattle;

21 and when they had eaten them up,
it couldn’t be known that they had eaten
them, but they were still ugly, as at the
beginning. So I awoke.

22 I saw in my dream, and behold, seven
heads of grain came up on one stalk, full
and good;

23 and behold, seven heads of grain,
withered, thin, and blasted with the east
wind, sprung up after them.

24 The thin heads of grain swallowed up
the seven good heads of grain. I told it to
the magicians, but there was no one who
could explain it to me.”

25 Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dream of
Pharaoh is one. What God is about to do he
has declared to Pharaoh.

26The seven good cattle are seven years;
and the seven good heads of grain are
seven years. The dream is one.

27 The seven thin and ugly cattle that
came up after them are seven years,
and also the seven empty heads of grain
blasted with the east wind; they will be
seven years of famine.

28 That is the thing which I have spoken
to Pharaoh. God has shown Pharaoh what
he is about to do.

29 Behold, seven years of great plenty
throughout all the land of Egypt are com-
ing.

30 Seven years of famine will arise after
them, and all the plenty will be forgotten
in the land of Egypt. The famine will con-
sume the land,
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31 and the plenty will not be known in
the land by reason of that famine which
follows; for it will be very grievous.

32 The dream was doubled to Pharaoh,
because the thing is established by God,
and Godwill shortly bring it to pass.

33 “Now therefore let Pharaoh look for a
discreet and wise man, and set him over
the land of Egypt.

34 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him ap-
point overseers over the land, and take up
the fifth part of the land of Egypt’s produce
in the seven plenteous years.

35 Let them gather all the food of these
good years that come, and store grain un-
der the hand of Pharaoh for food in the
cities, and let them keep it.

36 The food will be to supply the land
against the seven years of famine, which
will be in the land of Egypt; so that the land
will not perish through the famine.”

37 The thing was good in the eyes of
Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants.

38 Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we
find such a one as this, a man in whom is
the Spirit of God?”

39 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Because God
has shownyou all of this, there is no one so
discreet and wise as you.

40 You shall be over my house. All my
people will be ruled according to your
word. Only in the throne I will be greater
than you.”

41 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Behold, I
have set you over all the land of Egypt.”

42 Pharaoh took off his signet ring from
his hand, and put it on Joseph’s hand, and
arrayed him in robes of fine linen, and put
a gold chain about his neck.

43He made him ride in the second char-
iot which he had. They cried before him,
“Bow the knee!” He set him over all the
land of Egypt.

44Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I amPharaoh.
Without you, no man shall lift up his hand
or his foot in all the land of Egypt.”

45 Pharaoh called Joseph’s name
Zaphenath-Paneah. He gave him Asenath,
the daughter of Potiphera priest of On as

a wife. Joseph went out over the land of
Egypt.

46 Joseph was thirty years old when he
stoodbeforePharaohkingofEgypt. Joseph
went out from the presence of Pharaoh,
andwent throughout all the land of Egypt.

47 In the seven plenteous years the earth
produced abundantly.

48 He gathered up all the food of the
seven years which were in the land of
Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities.
He stored food in each city from the fields
around that city.

49 Joseph laid up grain as the sand of the
sea, verymuch, until he stopped counting,
for it was without number.

50 To Joseph were born two sons before
the year of famine came, whom Asenath,
the daughter of Potiphera priest of On,
bore to him.

51 Joseph called thenameof thefirstborn
Manasseh,† “For”, he said, “God has made
me forget all my toil, and all my father’s
house.”

52 The name of the second, he called
Ephraim:‡ “For God has made me fruitful
in the land of my affliction.”

53The seven years of plenty, thatwere in
the land of Egypt, came to an end.

54 The seven years of famine began to
come, just as Joseph had said. There was
famine in all lands, but in all the land of
Egypt there was bread.

55 When all the land of Egypt was fam-
ished, the people cried to Pharaoh for
bread, and Pharaoh said to all the Egyp-
tians, “Go to Joseph. What he says to you,
do.”

56 The famine was over all the surface
of the earth. Joseph opened all the store
houses, and sold to the Egyptians. The
famine was severe in the land of Egypt.

57 All countries came into Egypt, to
Joseph, to buy grain, because the famine
was severe in all the earth.

42
1Now Jacob saw that there was grain in

Egypt, and Jacob said to his sons, “Why do
you look at one another?”

† 41:51 “Manasseh” sounds like the Hebrew for “forget”. ‡ 41:52 “Ephraim” sounds like the Hebrew for “twice
fruitful”.
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2 He said, “Behold, I have heard that
there is grain in Egypt. Go down there, and
buy for us from there, so that wemay live,
and not die.”

3 Joseph’s tenbrotherswent down tobuy
grain from Egypt.

4 But Jacob didn’t send Benjamin,
Joseph’s brother, with his brothers; for he
said, “Lest perhaps harm happen to him.”

5 The sons of Israel came to buy among
those who came, for the famine was in the
land of Canaan.

6 Josephwas the governor over the land.
It was he who sold to all the people of the
land. Joseph’s brothers came, and bowed
themselves down tohimwith their faces to
the earth.

7 Joseph saw his brothers, and he rec-
ognized them, but acted like a stranger to
them, and spoke roughly with them. He
said to them, “Where did you come from?”
They said, “From the land of Canaan, to

buy food.”
8 Joseph recognized his brothers, but

they didn’t recognize him.
9 Joseph remembered the dreamswhich

he dreamed about them, and said to them,
“You are spies! You have come to see the
nakedness of the land.”

10 They said to him, “No, my lord, but
your servants have come to buy food.

11 We are all one man’s sons; we are
honest men. Your servants are not spies.”

12 He said to them, “No, but you have
come to see the nakedness of the land!”

13 They said, “We, your servants, are
twelvebrothers, the sons of oneman in the
land of Canaan; and behold, the youngest
is today with our father, and one is no
more.”

14 Joseph said to them, “It is like I told
you, saying, ‘You are spies!’

15 By this you shall be tested. By the life
of Pharaoh, you shall not go out fromhere,
unless your youngest brother comes here.

16 Send one of you, and let him get your
brother, and you shall be bound, that your
words may be tested, whether there is
truth in you, or else by the life of Pharaoh
surely you are spies.”

17He put them all together into custody
for three days.

18 Joseph said to them the third day, “Do
this, and live, for I fear God.

19 If you are honest men, then let one of
yourbrothersbebound inyourprison; but
you go, carry grain for the famine of your
houses.

20Bring your youngest brother to me; so
will your words be verified, and youwon’t
die.”
They did so.
21 They said to one another, “We are

certainly guilty concerning our brother,
in that we saw the distress of his soul,
when he begged us, and we wouldn’t lis-
ten. Therefore this distress has come upon
us.”

22 Reuben answered them, saying,
“Didn’t I tell you, saying, ‘Don’t sin against
the child,’ and you wouldn’t listen? There-
fore also, behold, his blood is required.”

23 They didn’t know that Joseph under-
stood them; for there was an interpreter
between them.

24 He turned himself away from them,
and wept. Then he returned to them,
and spoke to them, and took Simeon from
among them, and bound him before their
eyes.

25 Then Joseph gave a command to fill
their bags with grain, and to restore each
man’s money into his sack, and to give
them food for the way. So it was done to
them.

26 They loaded their donkeys with their
grain, and departed from there.

27As one of them opened his sack to give
his donkey food in the lodging place, he
sawhismoney. Behold, itwas in themouth
of his sack.

28He said to his brothers, “My money is
restored! Behold, it is in my sack!” Their
hearts failed them, and they turned trem-
bling to one another, saying, “What is this
that God has done to us?”

29They came to Jacob their father, to the
land of Canaan, and told him all that had
happened to them, saying,

30 “The man, the lord of the land, spoke
roughlywithus, and tookus for spiesof the
country.

31 We said to him, ‘We are honest men.
We are no spies.
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32 We are twelve brothers, sons of our
father; one is no more, and the youngest
is today with our father in the land of
Canaan.’

33 The man, the lord of the land, said
to us, ‘By this I will know that you are
honest men: leave one of your brothers
with me, and take grain for the famine of
your houses, and go your way.

34 Bring your youngest brother to me.
Then Iwill know that youarenot spies, but
that you are honest men. So I will deliver
your brother to you, and you shall trade in
the land.’ ”

35 As they emptied their sacks, behold,
each man’s bundle of money was in his
sack. When they and their father saw their
bundles of money, they were afraid.

36 Jacob, their father, said to them, “You
have bereaved me of my children! Joseph
is no more, Simeon is no more, and you
want to take Benjamin away. All these
things are against me.”

37 Reuben spoke to his father, saying,
“Kill my two sons, if I don’t bring him to
you. Entrust him to my care, and I will
bring him to you again.”

38 He said, “My son shall not go down
with you; for his brother is dead, and he
only is left. If harm happens to him along
the way in which you go, then you will
bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to
Sheol.”†

43
1The famine was severe in the land.
2 When they had eaten up the grain

which they had brought out of Egypt, their
father said to them, “Go again, buy us a
little more food.”

3 Judah spoke to him, saying, “The man
solemnly warned us, saying, ‘You shall not
see my face, unless your brother is with
you.’

4 If you’ll send our brother with us, we’ll
go down and buy you food;

5 but if you don’t send him, we won’t go
down, for theman said to us, ‘You shall not
see my face, unless your brother is with
you.’ ”

6 Israel said, “Why did you treat me so
badly, telling the man that you had an-
other brother?”

7 They said, “The man asked directly
concerning ourselves, and concerning our
relatives, saying, ‘Is your father still alive?
Have you another brother?’ We just an-
swered his questions. Is there any way we
could know that he would say, ‘Bring your
brother down’?”

8 Judah said to Israel, his father, “Send
the boy with me, and we’ll get up and go,
so that we may live, and not die, both we,
and you, and also our little ones.

9 I’ll be collateral for him. Frommyhand
will you require him. If I don’t bring him
to you, and set him before you, then let me
bear the blame forever;

10 for if we hadn’t delayed, surely we
would have returned a second time by
now.”

11 Their father, Israel, said to them, “If
it must be so, then do this: Take from the
choice fruits of the land in your bags, and
carry down a present for the man, a little
balm, a little honey, spices and myrrh,
nuts, and almonds;

12 and take double money in your hand,
and take back the money that was re-
turned in the mouth of your sacks. Per-
haps it was an oversight.

13 Take your brother also, get up, and
return to theman.

14 May God Almighty give you mercy
before theman, that hemay release to you
your other brother and Benjamin. If I am
bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.”

15 The men took that present, and they
took doublemoney in their hand, andBen-
jamin; andgotup,wentdowntoEgypt, and
stood before Joseph.

16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with
them, he said to the steward of his house,
“Bring themen into thehouse, andbutcher
an animal, and prepare; for the men will
dine withme at noon.”

17 The man did as Joseph commanded,
and the man brought the men to Joseph’s
house.

18 The men were afraid, because they
were brought to Joseph’s house; and they

† 42:38 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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said, “Because of the money that was re-
turned in our sacks the first time, we’re
brought in; that he may seek occasion
against us, attack us, and seize us as slaves,
along with our donkeys.”

19 They came near to the steward of
Joseph’s house, and they spoke to him at
the door of the house,

20 and said, “Oh, my lord, we indeed
came down the first time to buy food.

21 When we came to the lodging place,
we opened our sacks, and behold, each
man’smoneywas in themouth of his sack,
ourmoney in fullweight. Wehavebrought
it back in our hand.

22We have brought down other money
in our hand to buy food. We don’t know
who put ourmoney in our sacks.”

23 He said, “Peace be to you. Don’t be
afraid. Your God, and the God of your
father, has given you treasure in your
sacks. I received yourmoney.” He brought
Simeon out to them.

24 The man brought the men into
Joseph’s house, and gave them water, and
they washed their feet. He gave their
donkeys fodder.

25Theyprepared thepresent for Joseph’s
coming at noon, for they heard that they
should eat bread there.

26 When Joseph came home, they
brought him the present which was in
their hand into the house, and bowed
themselves down to the earth before him.

27 He asked them of their welfare, and
said, “Is your father well, the old man of
whom you spoke? Is he yet alive?”

28They said, “Your servant, our father, is
well. He is still alive.” They bowed down
humbly.

29 He lifted up his eyes, and saw Ben-
jamin, his brother, his mother’s son, and
said, “Is this your youngest brother, of
whom you spoke to me?” He said, “God be
gracious to you, my son.”

30 Joseph hurried, for his heart yearned
over his brother; and he sought a place to
weep. He entered into his room, and wept
there.

31 He washed his face, and came out.
He controlled himself, and said, “Serve the

meal.”
32They served himby himself, and them

by themselves, and the Egyptians who ate
with himby themselves, because the Egyp-
tians don’t eatwith theHebrews, for that is
an abomination to the Egyptians.

33 They sat before him, the firstborn ac-
cording to his birthright, and the youngest
according to his youth, and the men mar-
veled with one another.

34He sent portions to them from before
him, butBenjamin’s portionwasfive times
as much as any of theirs. They drank, and
weremerry with him.

44
1 He commanded the steward of his

house, saying, “Fill the men’s sacks with
food, as much as they can carry, and put
eachman’s money in his sack’s mouth.

2Put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack’s
mouth of the youngest, with his grain
money.” He did according to theword that
Joseph had spoken.

3 As soon as the morning was light, the
men were sent away, they and their don-
keys.

4 When they had gone out of the city,
and were not yet far off, Joseph said to his
steward, “Up, follow after the men. When
you overtake them, ask them, ‘Why have
you rewarded evil for good?

5 Isn’t this that from which my lord
drinks, and by which he indeed divines?
You have done evil in so doing.’ ”

6He overtook them, and he spoke these
words to them.

7 They said to him, “Why does my lord
speak such words as these? Far be it from
your servants that they should do such a
thing!

8 Behold, the money, which we found
in our sacks’ mouths, we brought again to
you out of the land of Canaan. How then
should we steal silver or gold out of your
lord’s house?

9 With whomever of your servants it is
found, let him die, and we also will be my
lord’s slaves.”

10Hesaid, “Nowalso let it beaccording to
your words. He with whom it is foundwill
be my slave; and youwill be blameless.”
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11Then they hurried, and eachman took
his sackdown to theground, andeachman
opened his sack.

12 He searched, beginning with the old-
est, and ending at the youngest. The cup
was found in Benjamin’s sack.

13Then they tore their clothes, and each
man loaded his donkey, and returned to
the city.

14 Judah and his brothers came to
Joseph’shouse, andhewas still there. They
fell on the ground before him.

15 Joseph said to them, “What deed is this
that you have done? Don’t you know that
such aman as I can indeed do divination?”

16 Judah said, “Whatwillwe tellmy lord?
What will we speak? How will we clear
ourselves? God has found out the iniquity
of your servants. Behold, we are my lord’s
slaves, both we and he also in whose hand
the cup is found.”

17 He said, “Far be it from me that I
should do so. The man in whose hand the
cup is found, hewill bemy slave; but as for
you, go up in peace to your father.”

18 Then Judah came near to him, and
said, “Oh, my lord, please let your servant
speak a word in my lord’s ears, and don’t
let your anger burn against your servant;
for you are even as Pharaoh.

19 My lord asked his servants, saying,
‘Have you a father, or a brother?’

20We said to my lord, ‘We have a father,
an old man, and a child of his old age, a
little one; and his brother is dead, and he
alone is left of his mother; and his father
loves him.’

21 You said to your servants, ‘Bring him
down tome, that Imay setmyeyes onhim.’

22Wesaid tomy lord, ‘Theboycan’t leave
his father, for if he should leave his father,
his father would die.’

23You said to your servants, ‘Unless your
youngest brother comes down with you,
you will see my face nomore.’

24Whenwe came up to your servant my
father, we told him the words of my lord.

25Our father said, ‘Go again and buy us a
little food.’

26 We said, ‘We can’t go down. If our
youngest brother is with us, then we will
go down: for we may not see the man’s
face, unless our youngest brother is with
us.’

27 Your servant, my father, said to us,
‘You know that mywife boreme two sons.

28 One went out from me, and I said,
“Surely he is torn in pieces;” and I haven’t
seen him since.

29 If you take this one also fromme, and
harmhappens to him, youwill bring down
my gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.’†

30 Now therefore when I come to your
servant my father, and the boy is not with
us; since his life is bound up in the boy’s
life;

31 it will happen, when he sees that the
boy is no more, that he will die. Your
servants will bring down the gray hairs of
your servant, our father, with sorrow to
Sheol.‡

32For your servant became collateral for
theboy tomy father, saying, ‘If I don’t bring
himtoyou, then Iwill bear theblame tomy
father forever.’

33Now therefore, please let your servant
stay instead of the boy,my lord’s slave; and
let the boy go upwith his brothers.

34For howwill I go up tomy father, if the
boy isn’t with me?—lest I see the evil that
will come onmy father.”

45
1 Then Joseph couldn’t control himself

before all thosewho stood before him, and
he called out, “Cause everyone to go out
from me!” No one else stood with him,
while Joseph made himself known to his
brothers.

2 He wept aloud. The Egyptians heard,
and the house of Pharaoh heard.

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am
Joseph! Does my father still live?”
His brothers couldn’t answer him; for

they were terrified at his presence.
4 Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near

to me, please.”
They came near. He said, “I am Joseph,

your brother, whom you sold into Egypt.
† 44:29 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 44:31 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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5 Now don’t be grieved, nor angry with
yourselves, that you sold me here, for God
sent me before you to preserve life.

6 For these two years the famine has
been in the land, and there are yet five
years, in which there will be no plowing
and no harvest.

7God sent me before you to preserve for
youaremnant in theearth, and to saveyou
alive by a great deliverance.

8So now it wasn’t youwho sentme here,
but God, and he has made me a father to
Pharaoh, lord of all his house, and ruler
over all the land of Egypt.

9Hurry, and go up to my father, and tell
him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says,
“God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come
down tome. Don’t wait.

10 You shall dwell in the land of Goshen,
and you will be near to me, you, your chil-
dren, your children’s children, yourflocks,
your herds, and all that you have.

11 There I will provide for you; for there
are yet five years of famine; lest you come
to poverty, you, and your household, and
all that you have.” ’

12Behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of
my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth
that speaks to you.

13You shall tell my father of all my glory
in Egypt, and of all that you have seen.
You shall hurry and bringmy father down
here.”

14He fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck
andwept, and Benjaminwept on his neck.

15Hekissed all his brothers, andwept on
them. After that his brothers talked with
him.

16The report of itwasheard inPharaoh’s
house, saying, “Joseph’s brothers have
come.” It pleased Pharaoh well, and his
servants.

17 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your
brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals, and
go, travel to the land of Canaan.

18Takeyour fatherandyourhouseholds,
and come to me, and I will give you the
good of the land of Egypt, and you will eat
the fat of the land.’

19 Now you are commanded to do this:
Take wagons out of the land of Egypt for

your little ones, and for your wives, and
bring your father, and come.

20 Also, don’t concern yourselves about
your belongings, for the good of all the
land of Egypt is yours.”

21 The sons of Israel did so. Joseph gave
them wagons, according to the command-
ment of Pharaoh, and gave themprovision
for the way.

22He gave each one of them changes of
clothing, but to Benjamin he gave three
hundred pieces of silver and five changes
of clothing.

23 He sent the following to his father:
ten donkeys loaded with the good things
of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded
with grain and bread and provision for his
father by the way.

24So he sent his brothers away, and they
departed. He said to them, “See that you
don’t quarrel on the way.”

25 They went up out of Egypt, and came
into the land of Canaan, to Jacob their
father.

26 They told him, saying, “Joseph is still
alive, and he is ruler over all the land of
Egypt.” His heart fainted, for he didn’t
believe them.

27They told him all the words of Joseph,
which he had said to them. When he
saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to
carry him, the spirit of Jacob, their father,
revived.

28 Israel said, “It is enough. Joseph my
son is still alive. I will go and see him
before I die.”

46
1 Israel traveledwith all that he had, and

came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices
to the God of his father, Isaac.

2God spoke to Israel in the visions of the
night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob!”
He said, “Here I am.”
3 He said, “I am God, the God of your

father. Don’t be afraid to go down into
Egypt, for there I will make of you a great
nation.

4 I will go down with you into Egypt.
I will also surely bring you up again.
Joseph’s handwill close your eyes.”
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5 Jacob rose up from Beersheba, and the
sons of Israel carried Jacob, their father,
their little ones, and their wives, in the
wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry
him.

6 They took their livestock, and their
goods, which they had gotten in the land of
Canaan, and came into Egypt—Jacob, and
all his offspring with him,

7 his sons, and his sons’ sons with him,
hisdaughters, andhis sons’daughters, and
he brought all his offspring with him into
Egypt.

8 These are the names of the children of
Israel, who came into Egypt, Jacob and his
sons: Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn.

9 The sons of Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu,
Hezron, and Carmi.

10 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin,
Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul the son of
a Canaanite woman.

11 The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath,
andMerari.

12 The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, Shelah,
Perez, and Zerah; but Er and Onan died in
the land of Canaan. The sons of Perezwere
Hezron and Hamul.

13The sons of Issachar: Tola, Puvah, Iob,
and Shimron.

14The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon, and
Jahleel.

15These are the sons of Leah, whom she
bore to Jacob in Paddan Aram, with his
daughter Dinah. All the souls of his sons
and his daughters were thirty-three.

16 The sons of Gad: Ziphion, Haggi,
Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.

17 The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah,
Ishvi, Beriah, and Serah their sister. The
sons of Beriah: Heber andMalchiel.

18These are the sons of Zilpah,whomLa-
ban gave to Leah, his daughter, and these
she bore to Jacob, even sixteen souls.

19 The sons of Rachel, Jacob’s wife:
Joseph and Benjamin.

20 To Joseph in the land of Egypt were
born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Ase-
nath, the daughter of Potiphera, priest of
On, bore to him.

21 The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher,
Ashbel, Gera,Naaman, Ehi, Rosh,Muppim,
Huppim, and Ard.

22Theseare the sonsofRachel,whowere
born to Jacob: all the souls were fourteen.

23The son of Dan: Hushim.
24 The sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel, Guni,

Jezer, and Shillem.
25 These are the sons of Bilhah, whom

Laban gave to Rachel, his daughter, and
these she bore to Jacob: all the souls were
seven.

26All the soulswho camewith Jacob into
Egypt, who were his direct offspring, in
addition to Jacob’s sons’wives, all the souls
were sixty-six.

27 The sons of Joseph, who were born to
him in Egypt, were two souls. All the souls
of thehouseof Jacob,whocame intoEgypt,
were seventy.

28 Jacob sent Judah before him to Joseph,
to show thewaybeforehim toGoshen, and
they came into the land of Goshen.

29 Joseph prepared his chariot, andwent
up to meet Israel, his father, in Goshen. He
presented himself to him, and fell on his
neck, and wept on his neck a good while.

30 Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me die,
since I have seen your face, that you are
still alive.”

31 Joseph said to his brothers, and to his
father’shouse, “Iwill goup, andspeakwith
Pharaoh, and will tell him, ‘My brothers,
and my father’s house, who were in the
land of Canaan, have come tome.

32 These men are shepherds, for they
have been keepers of livestock, and they
have brought their flocks, and their herds,
and all that they have.’

33 It will happen, when Pharaoh sum-
mons you, and will say, ‘What is your oc-
cupation?’

34 that you shall say, ‘Your servants have
been keepers of livestock from our youth
even until now, both we, and our fathers:’
that you may dwell in the land of Goshen;
for every shepherd is an abomination to
the Egyptians.”

47
1Then Joseph went in and told Pharaoh,

and said, “My father and my brothers,
with their flocks, their herds, and all that
they own, have come out of the land of



Genesis 47:2 54 Genesis 47:24

Canaan; and behold, they are in the land
of Goshen.”

2 From among his brothers he took five
men, and presented them to Pharaoh.

3 Pharaoh said to his brothers, “What is
your occupation?”
They said to Pharaoh, “Your servants are

shepherds, both we, and our fathers.”
4 They also said to Pharaoh, “We have

come to live as foreigners in the land,
for there is no pasture for your servants’
flocks. For the famine is severe in the land
of Canaan. Now therefore, please let your
servants dwell in the land of Goshen.”

5Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, “Your
father and your brothers have come to
you.

6 The land of Egypt is before you. Make
your father and your brothers dwell in the
best of the land. Let them dwell in the
land of Goshen. If you know any able men
among them, then put them in charge of
my livestock.”

7 Joseph brought in Jacob, his father, and
set him before Pharaoh; and Jacob blessed
Pharaoh.

8 Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How old are
you?”

9 Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years ofmy
pilgrimage are one hundred thirty years.
The days of the years of my life have been
few and evil. They have not attained to the
days of the years of the life ofmy fathers in
the days of their pilgrimage.”

10 Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out
from the presence of Pharaoh.

11 Josephplacedhis father andhis broth-
ers, and gave themapossession in the land
of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land
of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded.

12 Joseph provided his father, his broth-
ers, and all of his father’s household with
bread, according to the sizes of their fami-
lies.

13 There was no bread in all the land;
for the famine was very severe, so that
the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan
fainted by reason of the famine.

14 Joseph gathered up all the money that
was found in the land of Egypt, and in the
land of Canaan, for the grain which they

bought: and Joseph brought the money
into Pharaoh’s house.

15When the money was all spent in the
land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan,
all the Egyptians came to Joseph, and said,
“Give us bread, for why should we die in
your presence? For ourmoney fails.”

16 Joseph said, “Give me your livestock;
and I will give you food for your livestock,
if yourmoney is gone.”

17Theybrought their livestock to Joseph,
and Joseph gave them bread in exchange
for the horses, and for the flocks, and for
the herds, and for the donkeys: and he fed
them with bread in exchange for all their
livestock for that year.

18When that year was ended, they came
to him the second year, and said to him,
“We will not hide from my lord how our
money is all spent, and the herds of live-
stock are my lord’s. There is nothing left
in the sight of my lord, but our bodies, and
our lands.

19Why should we die before your eyes,
both we and our land? Buy us and our
land for bread, and we and our land will
be servants to Pharaoh. Give us seed, that
wemay live, and not die, and that the land
won’t be desolate.”

20 So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt
for Pharaoh, for every man of the Egyp-
tians sold his field, because the famine
was severe on them, and the land became
Pharaoh’s.

21 As for the people, he moved them to
the cities from one end of the border of
Egypt even to the other end of it.

22 Only he didn’t buy the land of the
priests, for the priests had a portion from
Pharaoh, and ate their portion which
Pharaoh gave them. That is why they
didn’t sell their land.

23 Then Joseph said to the people, “Be-
hold, I have bought you and your land
today for Pharaoh. Behold, here is seed for
you, and you shall sow the land.

24 It will happen at the harvests, that you
shall give a fifth to Pharaoh, and four parts
will be your own, for seed of the field, for
your food, for them of your households,
and for food for your little ones.”
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25 They said, “You have saved our lives!
Letusfind favor in the sightofmy lord, and
wewill be Pharaoh’s servants.”

26 Joseph made it a statute concerning
the land of Egypt to this day, that Pharaoh
should have the fifth. Only the land of the
priests alone didn’t become Pharaoh’s.

27 Israel lived in the land of Egypt, in the
land of Goshen; and they got themselves
possessions therein, andwere fruitful, and
multiplied exceedingly.

28 Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seven-
teen years. So the days of Jacob, the years
of his life, were one hundred forty-seven
years.

29 The time came near that Israel must
die, and he called his son Joseph, and
said to him, “If now I have found favor in
your sight, please put your hand undermy
thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me.
Please don’t buryme in Egypt,

30but when I sleep with my fathers, you
shall carrymeout of Egypt, andburyme in
their burying place.”
Joseph said, “I will do as you have said.”
31 Israel said, “Swear to me,” and he

swore to him. Then Israel bowed himself
on the bed’s head.

48
1 After these things, someone said to

Joseph, “Behold, your father is sick.” He
took with him his two sons, Manasseh and
Ephraim.

2 Someone told Jacob, and said, “Behold,
your son Joseph comes to you,” and Israel
strengthened himself, and sat on the bed.

3 Jacob said to Joseph, “GodAlmighty ap-
peared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan,
and blessedme,

4and said tome, ‘Behold, I willmake you
fruitful, and multiply you, and I will make
of you a company of peoples, and will give
this land to your offspring after you for an
everlasting possession.’

5 Now your two sons, who were born
to you in the land of Egypt before I came
to you into Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and
Manasseh, even as Reuben and Simeon,
will be mine.

6 Your offspring, whom you become the
father of after them, will be yours. They

will be called after thenameof their broth-
ers in their inheritance.

7 As for me, when I came from Pad-
dan, Rachel died beside me in the land of
Canaan on the way, when there was still
some distance to come to Ephrath, and I
buried her there on the way to Ephrath
(also called Bethlehem).”

8 Israel saw Joseph’s sons, and said,
“Who are these?”

9 Joseph said to his father, “They are my
sons, whomGod has givenme here.”
He said, “Please bring them to me, and I

will bless them.”
10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim for

age, so that he couldn’t see well. Joseph
brought them near to him; and he kissed
them, and embraced them.

11 Israel said to Joseph, “I didn’t think I
would see your face, and behold, God has
let me see your offspring also.”

12 Joseph brought them out from be-
tween his knees, and he bowed himself
with his face to the earth.

13 Joseph took themboth, Ephraim in his
right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and
Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel’s
right hand, and brought themnear to him.

14 Israel stretchedouthis righthand, and
laid it on Ephraim’s head, who was the
younger, and his left hand on Manasseh’s
head, guiding his hands knowingly, for
Manasseh was the firstborn.

15He blessed Joseph, and said,
“The God before whom my fathers Abra-

ham and Isaac walked,
the God who has fed me all my life long to

this day,
16 the angelwhohas redeemedme fromall

evil, bless the lads,
and let my name be named on them,
and the name of my fathers Abraham and

Isaac.
Let them grow into a multitude upon the

earth.”
17When Joseph saw that his father laid

his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it
displeased him. He held up his father’s
hand, to remove it from Ephraim’s head to
Manasseh’s head.
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18 Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my
father, for this is the firstborn. Put your
right hand on his head.”

19His father refused, and said, “I know,
my son, I know. He alsowill become a peo-
ple, and he alsowill be great. However, his
younger brother will be greater than he,
and his offspring will become a multitude
of nations.”

20He blessed them that day, saying, “Is-
rael will bless in your name, saying, ‘God
make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh’ ”
He set Ephraim before Manasseh.

21 Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am
dying, but God will be with you, and bring
you again to the land of your fathers.

22Moreover I have given to you one por-
tion above your brothers, which I took out
of the hand of the Amorite with my sword
andwithmy bow.”

49
1 Jacob called to his sons, and said:

“Gather yourselves together, that Imay tell
you that which will happen to you in the
days to come.
2Assemble yourselves, and hear, you sons

of Jacob.
Listen to Israel, your father.

3 “Reuben, you aremyfirstborn,mymight,
and the beginning of my strength,

excelling in dignity, and excelling in
power.

4 Boiling over like water, you shall not
excel,

because you went up to your father’s
bed,

then defiled it. He went up to my
couch.

5 “Simeon and Levi are brothers.
Their swords areweapons of violence.

6My soul, don’t come into their council.
My glory, don’t be united to their as-
sembly;

for in their anger they killedmen.
In their self-will they hamstrung cat-
tle.

7Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce;
and their wrath, for it was cruel.

I will divide them in Jacob,

and scatter them in Israel.
8 “Judah, your brothers will praise you.

Your hand will be on the neck of your
enemies.

Your father’s sons will bow down be-
fore you.

9 Judah is a lion’s cub.
From the prey, my son, you have gone
up.

He stooped down, he crouched as a lion,
as a lioness.
Whowill rouse him up?

10The scepter will not depart from Judah,
nor the ruler’s staff from between his
feet,

until he comes to whom it belongs.
The obedience of the peopleswill be to
him.

11Binding his foal to the vine,
his donkey’s colt to the choice vine,

he has washed his garments in wine,
his robes in the blood of grapes.

12His eyes will be red with wine,
his teeth white withmilk.

13 “Zebulun will dwell at the haven of the
sea.

He will be for a haven of ships.
His border will be on Sidon.

14 “Issachar is a strong donkey,
lying down between the saddlebags.

15He saw a resting place, that it was good,
the land, that it was pleasant.

He bows his shoulder to the burden,
and becomes a servant doing forced
labor.

16 “Danwill judge his people,
as one of the tribes of Israel.

17Danwill be a serpent on the trail,
an adder in the path,

that bites the horse’s heels,
so that his rider falls backward.

18 I have waited for your salvation, Yah-
weh.

19 “A troop will press on Gad,
but he will press on their heel.

20 “Asher’s food will be rich.
He will produce royal dainties.
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21 “Naphtali is a doe set free,
who bears beautiful fawns.

22 “Joseph is a fruitful vine,
a fruitful vine by a spring.
His branches run over the wall.

23The archers have severely grieved him,
shot at him, and persecuted him:

24But his bow remained strong.
The arms of his hands were made
strong,

by the hands of the Mighty One of
Jacob,

(from there is the shepherd, the stone
of Israel),

25 even by the God of your father, who will
help you,

by the Almighty, who will bless you,
with blessings of heaven above,

blessings of the deep that lies below,
blessings of the breasts, and of the
womb.

26 The blessings of your father have pre-
vailed above the blessings of my an-
cestors,

above the boundaries of the ancient
hills.

They will be on the head of Joseph,
on the crownof theheadof himwho is
separated from his brothers.

27 “Benjamin is a ravenous wolf.
In the morning he will devour the
prey.

At evening hewill divide the plunder.”
28All these are the twelve tribes of Israel,

and this iswhat their father spoke to them,
and blessed them. He blessed everyone
according to his own blessing.

29He instructed them, and said to them,
“I am tobegathered tomypeople. Buryme
with my fathers in the cave that is in the
field of Ephron the Hittite,

30 in the cave that is in the field of Mach-
pelah, which is before Mamre, in the land
of Canaan, which Abraham bought with
thefield fromEphron theHittite as aburial
place.

31 There they buried Abraham and
Sarah, his wife. There they buried Isaac
and Rebekah, his wife, and there I buried
Leah:

32 the field and the cave that is therein,
whichwas purchased from the children of
Heth.”

33 When Jacob finished charging his
sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed,
breathed his last breath, andwas gathered
to his people.

50
1 Joseph fell on his father’s face, wept on

him, and kissed him.
2 Joseph commanded his servants, the

physicians, to embalm his father; and the
physicians embalmed Israel.

3 Forty days were used for him, for that
is how many days it takes to embalm. The
Egyptians wept for Israel for seventy days.

4Whenthedaysofweeping forhimwere
past, Joseph spoke to Pharaoh’s staff, say-
ing, “If now I have found favor in your
eyes, please speak in the ears of Pharaoh,
saying,

5 ‘My fathermademe swear, saying, “Be-
hold, I am dying. Bury me in my grave
which I have dug for myself in the land
of Canaan.” Now therefore, please let me
go up and bury my father, and I will come
again.’ ”

6 Pharaoh said, “Go up, and bury your
father, just like hemade you swear.”

7 Joseph went up to bury his father;
and with him went up all the servants of
Pharaoh, the elders of his house, all the
elders of the land of Egypt,

8 all the house of Joseph, his brothers,
and his father’s house. Only their little
ones, their flocks, and their herds, they left
in the land of Goshen.

9 Both chariots and horsemen went up
with him. It was a very great company.

10 They came to the threshing floor of
Atad, which is beyond the Jordan, and
there they lamented with a very great and
severe lamentation. He mourned for his
father seven days.

11 When the inhabitants of the land,
the Canaanites, saw the mourning in the
floor of Atad, they said, “This is a grievous
mourning by the Egyptians.” Therefore its
name was called Abel Mizraim, which is
beyond the Jordan.
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12 His sons did to him just as he com-
manded them,

13 for his sons carried him into the land
of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of
the field of Machpelah, which Abraham
bought with the field, as a possession for
a burial site, from Ephron the Hittite, near
Mamre.

14 Joseph returned into Egypt—he, and
his brothers, and all thatwent upwith him
to bury his father, after he had buried his
father.

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their
father was dead, they said, “It may be that
Joseph will hate us, and will fully pay us
back for all the evil which we did to him.”

16They sent amessage to Joseph, saying,
“Your father commanded before he died,
saying,

17 ‘You shall tell Joseph, “Now please
forgive the disobedience of your broth-
ers, and their sin, because they did evil
to you.” ’ Now, please forgive the disobe-
dience of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to
him.

18His brothers also went and fell down
before his face; and they said, “Behold, we
are your servants.”

19 Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid,
for am I in the place of God?

20As for you, youmeant evil against me,
but God meant it for good, to save many
people alive, as is happening today.

21 Now therefore don’t be afraid. I will
provide for you and your little ones.” He
comforted them, and spokekindly to them.

22 Joseph lived in Egypt, he, and his fa-
ther’s house. Joseph lived onehundred ten
years.

23 Joseph saw Ephraim’s children to the
third generation. The children also of
Machir, the sonofManasseh,were bornon
Joseph’s knees.

24 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am dy-
ing, butGodwill surely visit you, andbring
youupout of this land to the landwhichhe
swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

25 Joseph took an oath from the children
of Israel, saying, “Godwill surely visit you,
and you shall carry up my bones from
here.”

26So Joseph died, being one hundred ten
years old, and they embalmed him, and he
was put in a coffin in Egypt.
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The Second Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called

Exodus
1 Now these are the names of the sons

of Israel, who came into Egypt (every man
and his household camewith Jacob):

2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah,
3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin,
4Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher.
5 All the souls who came out of Jacob’s

body were seventy souls, and Joseph was
in Egypt already.

6 Joseph died, as did all his brothers, and
all that generation.

7Thechildrenof Israelwere fruitful, and
increased abundantly, andmultiplied, and
grew exceedingly mighty; and the land
was filled with them.

8Now there arose anewking over Egypt,
who didn’t know Joseph.

9 He said to his people, “Behold,† the
people of the children of Israel are more
andmightier than we.

10Come, let’s deal wisely with them, lest
theymultiply, and it happen thatwhenany
war breaks out, they also join themselves
to our enemies and fight against us, and
escape out of the land.”

11 Therefore they set taskmasters over
them to afflict them with their burdens.
They built storage cities for Pharaoh:
Pithom and Raamses.

12 But the more they afflicted them, the
more they multiplied and the more they
spread out. They started to dread the chil-
dren of Israel.

13 The Egyptians ruthlessly made the
children of Israel serve,

14 and they made their lives bitter with
hard service inmortar and in brick, and in
all kinds of service in thefield, all their ser-
vice, in which they ruthlessly made them
serve.

15The king of Egypt spoke to theHebrew
midwives, of whom the name of the one
was Shiphrah, and the name of the other
Puah,

16 and he said, “When you perform the
duty of a midwife to the Hebrew women,
and see them on the birth stool, if it is a
son, then you shall kill him; but if it is a
daughter, then she shall live.”

17 But the midwives feared God,‡ and
didn’t do what the king of Egypt com-
manded them, but saved the baby boys
alive.

18 The king of Egypt called for the mid-
wives, and said to them, “Why have you
done this thing and saved the boys alive?”

19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Be-
cause the Hebrew women aren’t like the
Egyptian women; for they are vigorous
andgivebirthbefore themidwife comes to
them.”

20 God dealt well with the midwives,
and the people multiplied, and grew very
mighty.

21 Because the midwives feared God, he
gave them families.

22 Pharaoh commanded all his people,
saying, “You shall cast every son who is
born into the river, and every daughter
you shall save alive.”

2
1 A man of the house of Levi went and

took a daughter of Levi as his wife.
2 The woman conceived and bore a son.

When she saw that he was a fine child, she
hid him threemonths.

3Whenshecouldno longerhidehim, she
took a papyrus basket for him, and coated
itwith tar andwith pitch. She put the child
in it, and laid it in the reeds by the river’s
bank.

4 His sister stood far off, to see what
would be done to him.

5 Pharaoh’s daughter came down to
bathe at the river. Her maidens walked
along by the riverside. She saw the basket
among the reeds, and sent her servant to
get it.

6 She opened it, and saw the child, and
behold, the baby cried. She had compas-
sion on him, and said, “This is one of the
Hebrews’ children.”

7Thenhis sister said to Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter, “Should I go and call a nurse for you

† 1:9 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
‡ 1:17 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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from the Hebrew women, that she may
nurse the child for you?”

8Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.”
The young woman went and called the

child’s mother.
9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take

this child away, and nurse him forme, and
I will give you your wages.”
Thewoman took the child, andnursed it.
10 The child grew, and she brought him

to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her
son. She named him Moses,† and said,
“Because I drew him out of the water.”

11 In those days, whenMoses had grown
up, he went out to his brothers and saw
theirburdens. HesawanEgyptianstriking
a Hebrew, one of his brothers.

12He looked this way and that way, and
when he saw that there was no one, he
killed the Egyptian, and hid him in the
sand.

13 He went out the second day, and be-
hold, two men of the Hebrews were fight-
ing with each other. He said to him who
did the wrong, “Why do you strike your
fellow?”

14He said, “Whomade you a prince and
a judge over us? Do you plan to kill me, as
you killed the Egyptian?”
Moses was afraid, and said, “Surely this

thing is known.”
15 Now when Pharaoh heard this thing,

he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled
from the face of Pharaoh, and lived in the
land of Midian, and he sat down by a well.

16 Now the priest of Midian had seven
daughters. They came and drew water,
and filled the troughs to water their fa-
ther’s flock.

17 The shepherds came and drove them
away; but Moses stood up and helped
them, and watered their flock.

18When they came to Reuel, their father,
he said, “How is it that you have returned
so early today?”

19 They said, “An Egyptian delivered us
out of the hand of the shepherds, and
moreover he drew water for us, and wa-
tered the flock.”

20Hesaid tohis daughters, “Where is he?
Why is it that you have left the man? Call
him, that hemay eat bread.”

21 Moses was content to dwell with the
man. He gave Moses Zipporah, his daugh-
ter.

22 She bore a son, and he named him
Gershom,‡ for he said, “I have lived as a
foreigner in a foreign land.”

23 In the course of those many days, the
king of Egypt died, and the children of
Israel sighed because of the bondage, and
they cried, and their cry came up to God
because of the bondage.

24 God heard their groaning, and God
remembered his covenant with Abraham,
with Isaac, and with Jacob.

25 God saw the children of Israel, and
God understood.

3
1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of

Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of Mid-
ian, and he led the flock to the back of the
wilderness, and came to God’s mountain,
to Horeb.

2 Yahweh’s† angel appeared to him in a
flameoffireout of themiddle of abush. He
looked, and behold, the bush burned with
fire, and the bush was not consumed.

3Moses said, “I will go now, and see this
great sight, why the bush is not burned.”

4WhenYahwehsawthathe cameover to
see, God called to him out of the middle of
the bush, and said, “Moses! Moses!”
He said, “Here I am.”
5 He said, “Don’t come close. Take off

your sandals, for the place you are stand-
ing on is holy ground.”

6Moreoverhe said, “I am theGodof your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”
Moses hid his face because hewas afraid

to look at God.
7 Yahweh said, “I have surely seen the

affliction of my people who are in Egypt,
and have heard their cry because of their
taskmasters, for I know their sorrows.

8 I have come down to deliver them out
of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring
them up out of that land to a good and

† 2:10 “Moses” sounds like the Hebrew for “draw out”. ‡ 2:22 “Gershom” sounds like the Hebrew for “an alien
there”. † 3:2 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations.
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large land, to a land flowing with milk
and honey; to the place of the Canaanite,
the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the
Hivite, and the Jebusite.

9Now, behold, the cry of the children of
Israel has come to me. Moreover I have
seen the oppression with which the Egyp-
tians oppress them.

10 Come now therefore, and I will send
you to Pharaoh, that you may bring my
people, the childrenof Israel, out ofEgypt.”

11 Moses said to God, “Who am I, that
I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should
bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”

12He said, “Certainly I will be with you.
This will be the token to you, that I have
sent you: when you have brought the peo-
ple out of Egypt, you shall serveGodon this
mountain.”

13 Moses said to God, “Behold, when I
come to the children of Israel, and tell
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent
me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his
name?’ what should I tell them?”

14God said to Moses, “I AMWHO I AM,”
and he said, “You shall tell the children of
Israel this: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”

15 God said moreover to Moses, “You
shall tell the children of Israel this, ‘Yah-
weh, the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my
name forever, and this is my memorial to
all generations.

16 Go and gather the elders of Israel to-
gether, and tell them, ‘Yahweh, the God of
your fathers, theGod of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying,
“I have surely visited you, and seen that
which is done to you in Egypt.

17 I have said, I will bring you up out
of the affliction of Egypt to the land of
the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the
Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, to a
land flowing withmilk and honey.” ’

18 They will listen to your voice. You
shall come, you and the elders of Israel, to
the king of Egypt, and you shall tell him,
‘Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, has met
with us. Now please let us go three days’
journey into the wilderness, that we may
sacrifice to Yahweh, our God.’

19 I know that the king of Egypt won’t
give you permission to go, no, not by a
mighty hand.

20 I will reach out my hand and strike
Egypt with all my wonders which I will do
among them, and after that he will let you
go.

21 I will give this people favor in the
sight of the Egyptians, and it will happen
that when you go, you shall not go empty-
handed.

22 But every woman shall ask of her
neighbor, and of her who visits her house,
jewels of silver, jewels of gold, and cloth-
ing. You shall put them on your sons, and
on your daughters. You shall plunder the
Egyptians.”

4
1 Moses answered, “But, behold, they

will not believe me, nor listen to my voice;
for they will say, ‘Yahweh has not ap-
peared to you.’ ”

2 Yahweh said to him, “What is that in
your hand?”
He said, “A rod.”
3He said, “Throw it on the ground.”
He threw it on the ground, and it became

a snake; andMoses ran away from it.
4 Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch out

your hand, and take it by the tail.”
He stretched out his hand, and took hold

of it, and it became a rod in his hand.
5 “This is so that they may believe that

Yahweh, the God of their fathers, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, has appeared to you.”

6Yahweh said furthermore tohim, “Now
put your hand inside your cloak.”
He put his hand inside his cloak, and

when he took it out, behold, his hand was
leprous, as white as snow.

7 He said, “Put your hand inside your
cloak again.”
He put his hand inside his cloak again,

and when he took it out of his cloak, be-
hold, it had turned again as his other flesh.

8 “It will happen, if they will not believe
you or listen to the voice of the first sign,
that theywill believe the voice of the latter
sign.
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9 It will happen, if they will not believe
even these two signsor listen toyourvoice,
that you shall take of thewater of the river,
and pour it on the dry land. The water
whichyou takeoutof the riverwill become
blood on the dry land.”

10 Moses said to Yahweh, “O Lord,† I
am not eloquent, neither before now, nor
since you have spoken to your servant; for
I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.”

11Yahwehsaid tohim, “Whomademan’s
mouth? Or who makes one mute, or deaf,
or seeing, or blind? Isn’t it I, Yahweh?

12 Now therefore go, and I will be with
your mouth, and teach you what you shall
speak.”

13 Moses said, “Oh, Lord, please send
someone else.”

14 Yahweh’s anger burned against
Moses, and he said, “What about Aaron,
your brother, the Levite? I know that he
can speak well. Also, behold, he is coming
out tomeet you. When he sees you, he will
be glad in his heart.

15 You shall speak to him, and put the
words in his mouth. I will be with your
mouth, andwith his mouth, andwill teach
you what you shall do.

16Hewill be your spokesman to the peo-
ple. It will happen that he will be to you a
mouth, and youwill be to him as God.

17 You shall take this rod in your hand,
with which you shall do the signs.”

18Moseswent and returned to Jethro his
father-in-law, and said to him, “Please let
me go and return to my brothers who are
in Egypt, and see whether they are still
alive.”
Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.”
19 Yahweh said to Moses in Midian, “Go,

return into Egypt; for all the men who
sought your life are dead.”

20Moses took his wife and his sons, and
set them on a donkey, and he returned to
the land of Egypt. Moses took God’s rod in
his hand.

21 Yahweh said to Moses, “When you go
back into Egypt, see that you do before
Pharaoh all the wonders which I have put

in your hand, but I will harden his heart
and he will not let the people go.

22 You shall tell Pharaoh, ‘Yahweh says,
Israel is my son, my firstborn,

23 and I have said to you, “Let my son
go, that he may serve me;” and you have
refused to let him go. Behold, I will kill
your firstborn son.’ ”

24On theway at a lodging place, Yahweh
met Moses and wanted to kill him.

25 Then Zipporah took a flint, and cut
off the foreskin of her son, and cast it at
his feet; and she said, “Surely you are a
bridegroom of blood to me.”

26 So he let him alone. Then she said,
“You are a bridegroom of blood,” because
of the circumcision.

27 Yahweh said to Aaron, “Go into the
wilderness to meet Moses.”
He went, and met him on God’s moun-

tain, and kissed him.
28Moses told Aaron all Yahweh’s words

with which he had sent him, and all the
signs with which he had instructed him.

29Moses and Aaron went and gathered
together all the elders of the children of
Israel.

30Aaron spoke all the words which Yah-
wehhadspoken toMoses, anddid the signs
in the sight of the people.

31 The people believed, and when they
heard that Yahweh had visited the chil-
dren of Israel, and that he had seen their
affliction, then theybowed theirheadsand
worshiped.

5
1AfterwardMoses and Aaron came, and

said to Pharaoh, “This is what Yahweh,
the God of Israel, says, ‘Let my people go,
that they may hold a feast to me in the
wilderness.’ ”

2 Pharaoh said, “Who is Yahweh, that I
should listen to his voice to let Israel go?
I don’t know Yahweh, and moreover I will
not let Israel go.”

3They said, “TheGod of theHebrewshas
met with us. Please let us go three days’
journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice
to Yahweh, our God, lest he fall on us with
pestilence, or with the sword.”

† 4:10 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai”.
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4 The king of Egypt said to them, “Why
do you, Moses and Aaron, take the people
from their work? Get back to your bur-
dens!”

5Pharaohsaid, “Behold, thepeopleof the
land are now many, and you make them
rest from their burdens.”

6The samedayPharaoh commanded the
taskmasters of the people and their offi-
cers, saying,

7 “You shall no longer give the people
straw to make brick, as before. Let them
go and gather straw for themselves.

8 You shall require from them the num-
ber of the bricks which they made before.
You shall not diminish anything of it, for
they are idle. Therefore they cry, saying,
‘Let’s go and sacrifice to our God.’

9 Let heavier work be laid on the men,
that theymay labor in it. Don’t let thempay
any attention to lying words.”

10 The taskmasters of the people went
out with their officers, and they spoke to
the people, saying, “This is what Pharaoh
says: ‘I will not give you straw.

11 Go yourselves, get straw where you
can find it, for nothing of your work shall
be diminished.’ ”

12 So the people were scattered abroad
throughout all the land of Egypt to gather
stubble for straw.

13 The taskmasters were urgent saying,
“Fulfill your work quota daily, as when
there was straw!”

14 The officers of the children of Israel,
whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over
them, were beaten, and were asked, “Why
haven’t you fulfilled your quota both yes-
terday and today, in making brick as be-
fore?”

15 Then the officers of the children of
Israel came and cried to Pharaoh, saying,
“Why do you deal this way with your ser-
vants?

16No straw is given to your servants, and
they tell us, ‘Make brick!’ and behold, your
servants are beaten; but the fault is in your
own people.”

17 But Pharaoh said, “You are idle! You
are idle! Therefore you say, ‘Let’s go and
sacrifice to Yahweh.’

18 Go therefore now, and work; for no
straw shall be given to you; yet you shall
deliver the same number of bricks!”

19 The officers of the children of Israel
saw that they were in trouble when it
was said, “You shall not diminish anything
from your daily quota of bricks!”

20TheymetMoses andAaron,who stood
along the way, as they came out from
Pharaoh.

21 They said to them, “May Yahweh look
at you and judge, because you have made
us a stench to be abhorred in the eyes of
Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to
put a sword in their hand to kill us!”

22Moses returned to Yahweh, and said,
“Lord, why have you brought trouble on
this people? Why is it that you have sent
me?

23For since I came toPharaoh to speak in
your name, he has brought trouble on this
people. You have not rescued your people
at all!”

6
1 Yahweh said to Moses, “Now you shall

see what I will do to Pharaoh, for by a
strong hand he shall let them go, and by a
strong hand he shall drive them out of his
land.”

2God spoke to Moses, and said to him, “I
am Yahweh.

3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, as God Almighty; but by my name
Yahweh I was not known to them.

4 I have also established my covenant
with them, to give them the land of
Canaan, the land of their travels, in which
they lived as aliens.

5Moreover I have heard the groaning of
the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians
keep in bondage, and I have remembered
my covenant.

6 Therefore tell the children of Israel, ‘I
am Yahweh, and I will bring you out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I
will rid you out of their bondage, and Iwill
redeemyouwith anoutstretchedarm, and
with great judgments.

7 I will take you to myself for a people. I
will be yourGod; and you shall know that I
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am Yahweh your God, who brings you out
from under the burdens of the Egyptians.

8 I will bring you into the land which I
swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob; and I will give it to you for a
heritage: I am Yahweh.’ ”

9Moses spoke so to the children of Israel,
but they didn’t listen to Moses for anguish
of spirit, and for cruel bondage.

10Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
11 “Go in, speak to Pharaoh king of Egypt,

that he let the children of Israel go out of
his land.”

12 Moses spoke before Yahweh, saying,
“Behold, the children of Israel haven’t lis-
tened tome. Howthenshall Pharaoh listen
to me, when I have uncircumcised lips?”

13Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron,
and gave them a command to the children
of Israel, and to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to
bring the children of Israel out of the land
of Egypt.

14 These are the heads of their fathers’
houses. The sons of Reuben the firstborn
of Israel: Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and
Carmi; these are the families of Reuben.

15 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, and
Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar,
and Shaul the son of a Canaanite woman;
these are the families of Simeon.

16These are thenamesof the sonsof Levi
according to their generations: Gershon,
and Kohath, and Merari; and the years of
the life of Levi were one hundred thirty-
seven years.

17 The sons of Gershon: Libni and
Shimei, according to their families.

18 The sons of Kohath: Amram, and
Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel; and the
years of the life of Kohath were one hun-
dred thirty-three years.

19 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi.
These are the families of the Levites ac-
cording to their generations.

20Amram took Jochebed his father’s sis-
ter to himself as wife; and she bore him
Aaron and Moses. The years of the life
of Amram were one hundred thirty-seven
years.

21The sons of Izhar: Korah, and Nepheg,
and Zichri.

22The sons of Uzziel: Mishael, Elzaphan,
and Sithri.

23 Aaron took Elisheba, the daughter of
Amminadab, the sister of Nahshon, as his
wife; and she bore him Nadab and Abihu,
Eleazar and Ithamar.

24 The sons of Korah: Assir, Elkanah,
and Abiasaph; these are the families of the
Korahites.

25 Eleazar Aaron’s son took one of the
daughters of Putiel as his wife; and she
bore him Phinehas. These are the heads of
the fathers’housesof theLevitesaccording
to their families.

26 These are that Aaron and Moses to
whom Yahweh said, “Bring out the chil-
dren of Israel from the land of Egypt ac-
cording to their armies.”

27These are thosewho spoke to Pharaoh
king of Egypt, to bring out the children of
Israel from Egypt. These are that Moses
and Aaron.

28 On the day when Yahweh spoke to
Moses in the land of Egypt,

29 Yahweh said to Moses, “I am Yahweh.
Tell Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I tell
you.”

30Moses said before Yahweh, “Behold, I
am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall
Pharaoh listen to me?”

7
1 Yahweh said to Moses, “Behold, I have

made you as God to Pharaoh; and Aaron
your brother shall be your prophet.

2 You shall speak all that I command
you; andAaronyourbrother shall speak to
Pharaoh, that he let the children of Israel
go out of his land.

3 I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, andmul-
tiply my signs andmywonders in the land
of Egypt.

4 But Pharaoh will not listen to you, so
I will lay my hand on Egypt, and bring
out my armies, my people the children of
Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great
judgments.

5 The Egyptians shall know that I am
Yahweh when I stretch out my hand on
Egypt, and bring the children of Israel out
from among them.”

6 Moses and Aaron did so. As Yahweh
commanded them, so they did.
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7Moses was eighty years old, and Aaron
eighty-three years old, when they spoke to
Pharaoh.

8 Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron,
saying,

9 “When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying,
‘Perform a miracle!’ then you shall tell
Aaron, ‘Take your rod, and cast it down
before Pharaoh, and it will become a ser-
pent.’ ”

10Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh,
and they did so, as Yahweh had com-
manded. Aaron cast down his rod before
Pharaoh and before his servants, and it
became a serpent.

11 Then Pharaoh also called for the wise
men and the sorcerers. They also, the ma-
gicians of Egypt, did the same thing with
their enchantments.

12 For they each cast down their rods,
and theybecame serpents; butAaron’s rod
swallowed up their rods.

13 Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and
he didn’t listen to them, as Yahweh had
spoken.

14 Yahweh said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s
heart is stubborn. He refuses to let the
people go.

15Go to Pharaoh in themorning. Behold,
he is going out to thewater. You shall stand
by the river’s bank to meet him. You shall
take the rodwhichwas turned to a serpent
in your hand.

16You shall tell him, ‘Yahweh, the God of
the Hebrews, has sent me to you, saying,
“Let my people go, that theymay serve me
in the wilderness. Behold, until now you
haven’t listened.”

17 Yahweh says, “In this you shall know
that I am Yahweh. Behold: I will strike
with the rod that is in my hand on the
waters which are in the river, and they
shall be turned to blood.

18 The fish that are in the river will die
and the river will become foul. The Egyp-
tians will loathe to drink water from the
river.” ’ ”

19 Yahweh said to Moses, “Tell Aaron,
‘Take your rod, and stretch out your hand
over the waters of Egypt, over their rivers,
over their streams, and over their pools,
and over all their ponds of water, that they
may become blood. There will be blood

throughout all the land of Egypt, both in
vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.’ ”

20 Moses and Aaron did so, as Yahweh
commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and
struck the waters that were in the river, in
the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his
servants; and all the waters that were in
the river were turned to blood.

21 The fish that were in the river died.
The river became foul. The Egyptians
couldn’t drink water from the river. The
bloodwas throughout all the landof Egypt.

22 The magicians of Egypt did the
same thing with their enchantments. So
Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he
didn’t listen to them, as Yahweh had
spoken.

23 Pharaoh turned and went into his
house, andhedidn’t even take this toheart.

24All the Egyptians dug around the river
for water to drink; for they couldn’t drink
the river water.

25 Seven days were fulfilled, after Yah-
weh had struck the river.

8
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses, “Go in to

Pharaoh, and tell him, ‘This is what Yah-
weh says, “Letmy people go, that theymay
serveme.

2 If you refuse to let them go, behold, I
will plague all your borders with frogs.

3The river will swarmwith frogs, which
will go up and come into your house, and
into your bedroom, and on your bed, and
into the house of your servants, and on
your people, and into your ovens, and into
your kneading troughs.

4 The frogs shall come up both on you,
and on your people, and on all your ser-
vants.” ’ ”

5 Yahweh said to Moses, “Tell Aaron,
‘Stretch out your hand with your rod over
the rivers, over the streams, and over the
pools, and cause frogs to come up on the
land of Egypt.’ ”

6 Aaron stretched out his hand over the
waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up,
and covered the land of Egypt.

7The magicians did the same thing with
their enchantments, and brought up frogs
on the land of Egypt.
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8 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and
Aaron, and said, “Entreat Yahweh, that he
take away the frogs fromme and frommy
people; and I will let the people go, that
theymay sacrifice to Yahweh.”

9Moses said to Pharaoh, “I give you the
honor of setting the time that I should pray
for you, and for your servants, and for
your people, that the frogs be destroyed
from you and your houses, and remain in
the river only.”

10Pharaoh said, “Tomorrow.”
Moses said, “Let it be according to your

word, that you may know that there is no
one like Yahweh our God.

11 The frogs shall depart from you, and
fromyourhouses, and fromyour servants,
and from your people. They shall remain
in the river only.”

12 Moses and Aaron went out from
Pharaoh, and Moses cried to Yahweh con-
cerning the frogswhich he had brought on
Pharaoh.

13 Yahweh did according to the word of
Moses, and the frogsdiedoutof thehouses,
out of the courts, and out of the fields.

14They gathered them together inheaps,
and the land stank.

15But when Pharaoh saw that there was
a respite, hehardenedhis heart, anddidn’t
listen to them, as Yahweh had spoken.

16 Yahweh said to Moses, “Tell Aaron,
‘Stretch out your rod, and strike the dust of
the earth, that it may become lice through-
out all the land of Egypt.’ ”

17 They did so; and Aaron stretched out
his hand with his rod, and struck the dust
of the earth, and there were lice on man,
and on animal; all the dust of the earth be-
came lice throughout all the land of Egypt.

18 The magicians tried with their en-
chantments to produce lice, but they
couldn’t. There were lice on man, and on
animal.

19 Then the magicians said to Pharaoh,
“This is God’s finger;” but Pharaoh’s heart
washardened, andhedidn’t listen to them,
as Yahweh had spoken.

20 Yahweh said to Moses, “Rise up early
in themorning, and stand before Pharaoh;
behold, he comes out to the water; and tell

him, ‘This is what Yahweh says, “Let my
people go, that theymay serveme.

21 Else, if you will not let my people go,
behold, I will send swarms of flies on you,
and on your servants, and on your people,
and into your houses. The houses of the
Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies,
and also the ground they are on.

22 I will set apart in that day the land of
Goshen, in whichmy people dwell, that no
swarms of flies shall be there, to the end
you may know that I am Yahweh on the
earth.

23 I will put a division between my peo-
ple and your people. This sign shall hap-
pen by tomorrow.” ’ ”

24 Yahweh did so; and there came
grievous swarms of flies into the house
of Pharaoh, and into his servants’ houses.
In all the land of Egypt the land was
corrupted by reason of the swarms of flies.

25 Pharaoh called for Moses and for
Aaron, and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God
in the land!”

26Moses said, “It isn’t appropriate to do
so; for we shall sacrifice the abomination
of the Egyptians to Yahweh our God. Be-
hold, if we sacrifice the abomination of
the Egyptians before their eyes, won’t they
stone us?

27Wewill go three days’ journey into the
wilderness, and sacrifice to Yahweh our
God, as he shall command us.”

28 Pharaoh said, “I will let you go, that
you may sacrifice to Yahweh your God in
the wilderness, only you shall not go very
far away. Pray for me.”

29 Moses said, “Behold, I am going out
from you. I will pray to Yahweh that the
swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh,
from his servants, and from his people,
tomorrow; only don’t let Pharaoh deal de-
ceitfully anymore in not letting the people
go to sacrifice to Yahweh.”

30 Moses went out from Pharaoh, and
prayed to Yahweh.

31 Yahweh did according to the word of
Moses, andhe removed the swarmsof flies
fromPharaoh, fromhis servants, and from
his people. There remained not one.

32 Pharaoh hardened his heart this time
also, and he didn’t let the people go.
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9
1 Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Go in to

Pharaoh, and tell him, ‘This is what Yah-
weh, theGodof theHebrews, says: “Letmy
people go, that theymay serveme.

2For if yourefuse to let themgo, andhold
them still,

3 behold, Yahweh’s hand is on your
livestock which are in the field, on the
horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on
the herds, and on the flocks with a very
grievous pestilence.

4 Yahweh will make a distinction be-
tween the livestock of Israel and the live-
stock of Egypt; and nothing shall die of all
that belongs to the children of Israel.” ’ ”

5 Yahweh appointed a set time, saying,
“Tomorrow Yahweh shall do this thing in
the land.”

6Yahweh did that thing on the next day;
and all the livestock of Egypt died, but of
the livestock of the children of Israel, not
one died.

7 Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was
not so much as one of the livestock of the
Israelites dead. But the heart of Pharaoh
was stubborn, and he didn’t let the people
go.

8 Yahweh said to Moses and to Aaron,
“Takehandfuls of ashesof the furnace, and
let Moses sprinkle it toward the sky in the
sight of Pharaoh.

9 It shall become small dust over all the
land of Egypt, and shall be boils and blis-
ters breaking out on man and on animal,
throughout all the land of Egypt.”

10 They took ashes of the furnace, and
stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprin-
kled it up toward the sky; and it became
boils andblisters breaking out onmanand
on animal.

11 The magicians couldn’t stand before
Moses because of the boils; for the boils
were on themagicians and on all the Egyp-
tians.

12 Yahweh hardened the heart of
Pharaoh, and he didn’t listen to them, as
Yahweh had spoken to Moses.

13 Yahweh said to Moses, “Rise up early
in themorning, and stand before Pharaoh,
and tell him, ‘This iswhat Yahweh, theGod
of the Hebrews, says: “Let my people go,
that theymay serveme.

14For this time I will send all my plagues
against your heart, against your officials,
and against your people; that you may
know that there is no one likeme in all the
earth.

15FornowIwouldhave stretchedoutmy
hand, and struckyouandyourpeoplewith
pestilence, and you would have been cut
off from the earth;

16 but indeed for this cause I have made
you stand: to showyoumypower, and that
my name may be declared throughout all
the earth,

17because you still exalt yourself against
my people, that you won’t let them go.

18 Behold, tomorrow about this time I
will cause it to rain a very grievous hail,
such as has not been in Egypt since the day
it was founded even until now.

19 Now therefore command that all of
your livestock and all that you have in
the field be brought into shelter. The hail
will come down on every man and animal
that is found in the field, and isn’t brought
home, and they will die.” ’ ”

20 Those who feared Yahweh’s word
among the servants of Pharaohmade their
servants and their livestock flee into the
houses.

21 Whoever didn’t respect Yahweh’s
word left his servants and his livestock in
the field.

22 Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand toward the sky, that there may
behail in all the landof Egypt, onman, and
on animal, and on every herb of the field,
throughout the land of Egypt.”

23Moses stretchedouthis rod toward the
heavens, and Yahweh sent thunder and
hail; and lightning flashed down to the
earth. Yahweh rained hail on the land of
Egypt.

24 So there was very severe hail, and
lightning mixed with the hail, such as had
not been in all the land of Egypt since it
became a nation.

25Thehail struck throughout all the land
of Egypt all that was in the field, both man
and animal; and the hail struck every herb
of the field, and broke every tree of the
field.

26Only in the land of Goshen, where the
children of Israel were, there was no hail.
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27Pharaoh sent and called forMoses and
Aaron, and said to them, “I have sinned
this time. Yahweh is righteous, and I and
my people are wicked.

28 Pray to Yahweh; for there has been
enough of mighty thunderings and hail.
I will let you go, and you shall stay no
longer.”

29Moses said to him, “As soon as I have
gone out of the city, I will spread out
my hands to Yahweh. The thunders shall
cease, and there will not be anymore hail;
that you may know that the earth is Yah-
weh’s.

30 But as for you and your servants, I
know that you don’t yet fear YahwehGod.”

31 The flax and the barley were struck,
for thebarleyhad ripenedand theflaxwas
blooming.

32 But the wheat and the spelt were not
struck, for they had not grown up.

33 Moses went out of the city from
Pharaoh, and spread out his hands to Yah-
weh; and the thunders and hail ceased,
and the rain was not poured on the earth.

34When Pharaoh saw that the rain and
the hail and the thunders had ceased, he
sinned yet more, and hardened his heart,
he and his servants.

35 The heart of Pharaoh was hardened,
and he didn’t let the children of Israel go,
just as Yahwehhad spoken throughMoses.

10
1 Yahweh said to Moses, “Go in to

Pharaoh, for Ihavehardenedhisheart and
the heart of his servants, that I may show
these my signs among them;

2 and that you may tell in the hearing
of your son, and of your son’s son, what
things I have done to Egypt, and my signs
which I have done among them; that you
may know that I am Yahweh.”

3Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh,
and said to him, “This is what Yahweh, the
God of the Hebrews, says: ‘How long will
you refuse to humble yourself before me?
Let my people go, that theymay serveme.

4Orelse, if yourefuse to letmypeople go,
behold, tomorrow I will bring locusts into
your country,

5 and they shall cover the surface of the
earth, so that one won’t be able to see
the earth. They shall eat the residue of
that which has escaped, which remains to
you from the hail, and shall eat every tree
which grows for you out of the field.

6 Your houses shall be filled, and the
houses of all your servants, and the houses
of all theEgyptians, asneither your fathers
nor your fathers’ fathers have seen, since
the day that they were on the earth to
this day.’ ” He turned, and went out from
Pharaoh.

7 Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How
long will this man be a snare to us? Let
the men go, that they may serve Yahweh,
their God. Don’t you yet know that Egypt is
destroyed?”

8Moses and Aaron were brought again
to Pharaoh, and he said to them, “Go, serve
Yahweh your God; but who are those who
will go?”

9Moses said, “Wewill go with our young
andwith our old. Wewill go with our sons
and with our daughters, with our flocks
and with our herds; for we must hold a
feast to Yahweh.”

10He said to them, “Yahweh be with you
if I let you gowith your little ones! See, evil
is clearly before your faces.

11Not so! Go now youwho aremen, and
serve Yahweh; for that iswhat youdesire!”
Then theywere driven out fromPharaoh’s
presence.

12 Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand over the land of Egypt for the
locusts, that theymay come up on the land
of Egypt, and eat every herb of the land,
even all that the hail has left.”

13 Moses stretched out his rod over the
land of Egypt, and Yahwehbrought an east
wind on the land all that day, and all night;
and when it was morning, the east wind
brought the locusts.

14 The locusts went up over all the land
of Egypt, and rested in all the borders of
Egypt. They were very grievous. Before
them there were no such locusts as they,
nor will there ever be again.

15 For they covered the surface of the
whole earth, so that the land was dark-
ened, and they ate every herb of the land,
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and all the fruit of the trees which the hail
had left. There remained nothing green,
either tree or herb of the field, through all
the land of Egypt.

16 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and
Aaron in haste, and he said, “I have sinned
againstYahwehyourGod, andagainst you.

17 Now therefore please forgive my sin
again, and pray to Yahweh your God, that
hemayalso takeaway frommethisdeath.”

18 Moses went out from Pharaoh, and
prayed to Yahweh.

19 Yahweh sent an exceedingly strong
west wind, which took up the locusts, and
drove them into the Red Sea.† There re-
mained not one locust in all the borders of
Egypt.

20 But Yahweh hardened Pharaoh’s
heart, and he didn’t let the children of
Israel go.

21 Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand toward the sky, that there may
be darkness over the land of Egypt, even
darkness whichmay be felt.”

22Moses stretched out his hand toward
the sky, and there was a thick darkness in
all the land of Egypt for three days.

23 They didn’t see one another, and no-
body rose from his place for three days;
but all the children of Israel had light in
their dwellings.

24Pharaohcalled toMoses, andsaid, “Go,
serve Yahweh. Only let your flocks and
yourherds staybehind. Let your little ones
also go with you.”

25 Moses said, “You must also give into
our hand sacrifices and burnt offerings,
that wemay sacrifice to Yahweh our God.

26Our livestock also shall gowith us. Not
a hoof shall be left behind, for of it we
must take to serve Yahweh our God; and
we don’t know with what we must serve
Yahweh, until we come there.”

27 But Yahweh hardened Pharaoh’s
heart, and he wouldn’t let them go.

28 Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from
me! Be careful to see my face nomore; for
in the day you seemy face you shall die!”

29Moses said, “You have spoken well. I
will see your face again nomore.”

11
1 Yahweh said to Moses, “I will bring

yet one more plague on Pharaoh, and on
Egypt; afterwards hewill let you go. When
he lets you go, hewill surely thrust you out
altogether.

2 Speak now in the ears of the people,
and let every man ask of his neighbor, and
every woman of her neighbor, jewels of
silver, and jewels of gold.”

3 Yahweh gave the people favor in the
sight of the Egyptians. Moreover, the man
Moses was very great in the land of Egypt,
in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants, and in
the sight of the people.

4Moses said, “This is what Yahweh says:
‘About midnight I will go out into the mid-
dle of Egypt,

5andall thefirstborn in the landofEgypt
shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh
who sits on his throne, even to the first-
born of the female servant who is behind
themill, and all the firstborn of livestock.

6 There will be a great cry throughout
all the land of Egypt, such as there has not
been, nor will be anymore.

7But against any of the children of Israel
a dog won’t even bark or move its tongue,
againstmanor animal, that youmayknow
that Yahweh makes a distinction between
the Egyptians and Israel.

8 All these servants of yours will come
down to me, and bow down themselves to
me, saying, “Get out, with all the people
who follow you;” and after that I will go
out.’ ” He went out from Pharaoh in hot
anger.

9 Yahweh said to Moses, “Pharaoh won’t
listen to you, that my wonders may be
multiplied in the land of Egypt.”

10 Moses and Aaron did all these won-
ders before Pharaoh, but Yahweh hard-
ened Pharaoh’s heart, and he didn’t let the
children of Israel go out of his land.

† 10:19 “RedSea” is the translation for theHebrew “YamSuf”, which couldbemore literally translated “SeaofReeds”
or “Sea of Cattails”. It refers to the body of water currently known as the Red Sea, or possibly to one of the bodies of
water connected to it or near it.
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12
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses and Aaron in

the land of Egypt, saying,
2 “This month shall be to you the begin-

ning of months. It shall be the first month
of the year to you.

3 Speak to all the congregation of Israel,
saying, ‘On the tenth day of this month,
they shall take to them every man a lamb,
according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb
for a household;

4 and if the household is too little for a
lamb, then he and his neighbor next to his
house shall take one according to the num-
ber of the souls. You shallmake your count
for the lamb according to what everyone
can eat.

5 Your lamb shall be without defect, a
male a year old. You shall take it from the
sheep or from the goats.

6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth
day of the same month; and the whole as-
sembly of the congregation of Israel shall
kill it at evening.

7 They shall take some of the blood, and
put it on the two door posts and on the
lintel, on thehouses inwhich they shall eat
it.

8 They shall eat the meat in that night,
roasted with fire, with unleavened bread.
They shall eat it with bitter herbs.

9 Don’t eat it raw, nor boiled at all with
water, but roasted with fire; with its head,
its legs and its inner parts.

10You shall let nothing of it remain until
the morning; but that which remains of it
until themorning you shall burnwith fire.

11 This is how you shall eat it: with your
belt on your waist, your sandals on your
feet, and your staff in your hand; and you
shall eat it inhaste: it is Yahweh’s Passover.

12For I will go through the land of Egypt
in that night, and will strike all the first-
born in the land of Egypt, both man and
animal. I will execute judgments against
all the gods of Egypt. I am Yahweh.

13Theblood shall be toyou fora tokenon
the houses where you are. When I see the
blood, I will pass over you, and no plague
will be on you to destroy youwhen I strike
the land of Egypt.

14 This day shall be a memorial for you.
You shall keep it as a feast to Yahweh. You
shall keep it as a feast throughout your
generations by an ordinance forever.

15“ ‘Sevendays you shall eat unleavened
bread; even the first day you shall put
away yeast out of your houses, for who-
ever eats leavenedbread from thefirst day
until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut
off from Israel.

16 In the first day there shall be to you a
holy convocation, and in the seventh day
a holy convocation; no kind of work shall
be done in them, except that which every
man must eat, only that may be done by
you.

17 You shall observe the feast of unleav-
ened bread; for in this same day I have
brought your armies out of the land of
Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this
day throughout your generations by an
ordinance forever.

18 In the first month, on the fourteenth
day of the month at evening, you shall eat
unleavened bread, until the twenty first
day of themonth at evening.

19 There shall be no yeast found in your
houses for seven days, for whoever eats
that which is leavened, that soul shall be
cut off from the congregation of Israel,
whether he is a foreigner, or one who is
born in the land.

20 You shall eat nothing leavened. In all
your habitations you shall eat unleavened
bread.’ ”

21Then Moses called for all the elders of
Israel, and said to them, “Draw out, and
take lambs according to your families, and
kill the Passover.

22 You shall take a bunch of hyssop, and
dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and
strike the lintel and the twodoorpostswith
the blood that is in the basin. None of you
shall go out of the door of his house until
the morning.

23For Yahwehwill pass through to strike
the Egyptians; and when he sees the blood
on the lintel, and on the two door posts,
Yahweh will pass over the door, and will
not allow the destroyer to come in to your
houses to strike you.
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24 You shall observe this thing for an
ordinance to you and to your sons forever.

25 It shall happen when you have come
to the landwhich Yahwehwill give you, as
he has promised, that you shall keep this
service.

26 Itwill happen,whenyour childrenask
you, ‘What do youmean by this service?’

27 that you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of
Yahweh’s Passover, who passed over the
houses of the children of Israel in Egypt,
when he struck the Egyptians, and spared
our houses.’ ”
The people bowed their heads and wor-

shiped.
28 The children of Israel went and did

so; as Yahweh had commandedMoses and
Aaron, so they did.

29 At midnight, Yahweh struck all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the
firstborn of Pharaohwho sat on his throne
to the firstborn of the captive who was
in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of
livestock.

30 Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and
all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and
there was a great cry in Egypt, for there
was not a house where there was not one
dead.

31 He called for Moses and Aaron by
night, and said, “Rise up, get out from
among my people, both you and the chil-
dren of Israel; and go, serve Yahweh, as
you have said!

32Take both your flocks and your herds,
as you have said, and be gone; and bless
me also!”

33 The Egyptians were urgent with the
people, to send them out of the land in
haste, for they said, “Weare all deadmen.”

34 The people took their dough before
it was leavened, their kneading troughs
being bound up in their clothes on their
shoulders.

35 The children of Israel did according
to the word of Moses; and they asked of
the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels
of gold, and clothing.

36 Yahweh gave the people favor in the
sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them
havewhat they asked. They plundered the
Egyptians.

37 The children of Israel traveled from
Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred
thousand on foot who were men, in addi-
tion to children.

38 A mixed multitude went up also with
them, with flocks, herds, and even very
much livestock.

39 They baked unleavened cakes of the
dough which they brought out of Egypt;
for it wasn’t leavened, because they were
thrust out of Egypt, and couldn’t wait, and
they had not prepared any food for them-
selves.

40 Now the time that the children of Is-
rael lived inEgyptwas four hundred thirty
years.

41 At the end of four hundred thirty
years, to the day, all of Yahweh’s armies
went out from the land of Egypt.

42 It is a night to be much observed to
Yahweh for bringing them out from the
land of Egypt. This is that night of Yahweh,
to be much observed by all the children of
Israel throughout their generations.

43 Yahweh said to Moses and Aaron,
“This is the ordinance of the Passover. No
foreigner shall eat of it,

44but everyman’s servantwho is bought
for money, when you have circumcised
him, then shall he eat of it.

45 A foreigner and a hired servant shall
not eat of it.

46 It must be eaten in one house. You
shall not carry any of the meat outside of
the house. Do not break any of its bones.

47 All the congregation of Israel shall
keep it.

48 When a stranger lives as a foreigner
with you, and would like to keep the
Passover to Yahweh, let all his males be
circumcised, and then let him come near
and keep it. He shall be as onewho is born
in the land; but no uncircumcised person
shall eat of it.

49 One law shall be to him who is born
at home, and to the stranger who lives as
a foreigner among you.”

50 All the children of Israel did so. As
Yahweh commandedMoses and Aaron, so
they did.

51 That same day, Yahweh brought the
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt
by their armies.
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13
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Sanctify to me all the firstborn, what-

ever opens the womb among the children
of Israel, both of man and of animal. It is
mine.”

3 Moses said to the people, “Remem-
ber this day, in which you came out of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for by
strength of hand Yahweh brought you out
from this place. No leavened bread shall
be eaten.

4Today you go out in themonth Abib.
5 It shall be, when Yahweh brings you

into the land of the Canaanite, and the
Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Hivite,
and the Jebusite, which he swore to your
fathers to give you, a land flowing with
milk and honey, that you shall keep this
service in this month.

6 Seven days you shall eat unleavened
bread, and in the seventh day shall be a
feast to Yahweh.

7 Unleavened bread shall be eaten
throughout the seven days; and no leav-
ened bread shall be seen with you. No
yeast shall be seen with you, within all
your borders.

8 You shall tell your son in that day, say-
ing, ‘It is because of thatwhich Yahwehdid
for mewhen I came out of Egypt.’

9 It shall be for a sign to you on your
hand, and for a memorial between your
eyes, that Yahweh’s law may be in your
mouth; forwith a strong hand Yahweh has
brought you out of Egypt.

10 You shall therefore keep this ordi-
nance in its season from year to year.

11 “It shall be, when Yahweh brings you
into the land of the Canaanite, as he swore
to you and to your fathers, and will give it
to you,

12 that you shall set apart to Yahweh all
that opens the womb, and every firstborn
that comes from an animal which you
have. Themales shall be Yahweh’s.

13 Every firstborn of a donkey you shall
redeem with a lamb; and if you will not
redeem it, then you shall break its neck;
and you shall redeem all the firstborn of
man among your sons.

14 It shall be, when your son asks you in
time to come, saying, ‘What is this?’ that
you shall tell him, ‘By strength of hand
Yahweh brought us out from Egypt, from
the house of bondage.

15When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to
let us go, Yahweh killed all the firstborn
in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of
man, and the firstborn of livestock. There-
fore I sacrifice to Yahwehall that opens the
womb, beingmales; but all the firstborn of
my sons I redeem.’

16 It shall be for a sign on your hand,
and for symbols between your eyes; for by
strength of handYahwehbrought us out of
Egypt.”

17When Pharaoh had let the people go,
God didn’t lead them by the way of the
land of the Philistines, although that was
near; for God said, “Lest perhaps the peo-
ple change theirmindswhen they seewar,
and they return to Egypt”;

18 but God led the people around by the
way of the wilderness by the Red Sea; and
the children of Israelwent up armedout of
the land of Egypt.

19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with
him, for he hadmade the children of Israel
swear, saying, “God will surely visit you,
and you shall carry up my bones away
from here with you.”

20They took their journey from Succoth,
and encamped in Etham, in the edge of the
wilderness.

21Yahweh went before them by day in a
pillar of cloud, to lead them on their way,
and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them
light, that they might go by day and by
night:

22 the pillar of cloud by day, and the
pillar of fire by night, didn’t depart from
before the people.

14
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, that

they turn back and encamp before Pihahi-
roth, between Migdol and the sea, before
Baal Zephon. You shall encamp opposite it
by the sea.
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3 Pharaoh will say of the children of Is-
rael, ‘They are entangled in the land. The
wilderness has shut them in.’

4 I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he
will follow after them; and I will get honor
over Pharaoh, and over all his armies; and
the Egyptians shall know that I am Yah-
weh.” They did so.

5 The king of Egypt was told that the
people had fled; and the heart of Pharaoh
and of his servants was changed toward
the people, and they said, “What is this we
have done, that we have let Israel go from
serving us?”

6 He prepared his chariot, and took his
armywith him;

7 and he took six hundred chosen char-
iots, and all the chariots of Egypt, with
captains over all of them.

8Yahwehhardened theheart of Pharaoh
king of Egypt, and he pursued the children
of Israel; for the children of Israelwent out
with a high hand.†

9 The Egyptians pursued them. All the
horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his horse-
men, andhisarmyovertook themencamp-
ing by the sea, beside Pihahiroth, before
Baal Zephon.

10 When Pharaoh came near, the chil-
dren of Israel lifted up their eyes, and be-
hold, the Egyptians were marching after
them; and they were very afraid. The
children of Israel cried out to Yahweh.

11 They said to Moses, “Because there
wereno graves inEgypt, have you takenus
away to die in the wilderness? Why have
you treated us this way, to bring us out of
Egypt?

12 Isn’t this the word that we spoke to
you in Egypt, saying, ‘Leave us alone, that
wemay serve the Egyptians’? For it would
have been better for us to serve the Egyp-
tians than to die in the wilderness.”

13 Moses said to the people, “Don’t be
afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of
Yahweh,which hewillwork for you today;
for you will never again see the Egyptians
whom you have seen today.

14 Yahweh will fight for you, and you
shall be still.”

15 Yahweh said to Moses, “Why do you
cry to me? Speak to the children of Israel,
that they go forward.

16 Lift up your rod, and stretch out your
hand over the sea and divide it. Then the
children of Israel shall go into the middle
of the sea on dry ground.

17Behold, Imyselfwill harden thehearts
of the Egyptians, and they will go in af-
ter them. I will get myself honor over
Pharaoh, and over all his armies, over his
chariots, and over his horsemen.

18 The Egyptians shall know that I am
Yahweh when I have gotten myself honor
over Pharaoh, over his chariots, and over
his horsemen.”

19The angel of God, whowent before the
camp of Israel, moved and went behind
them; and the pillar of cloud moved from
before them, and stood behind them.

20 It came between the camp of Egypt
and the camp of Israel. There was the
cloud and the darkness, yet it gave light by
night. One didn’t come near the other all
night.

21Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and Yahweh caused the sea to go back
by a strong east wind all night, and made
the sea dry land, and the waters were di-
vided.

22 The children of Israel went into the
middle of the sea on the dry ground; and
the waters were a wall to them on their
right hand and on their left.

23 The Egyptians pursued, and went in
after them into the middle of the sea: all
of Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his
horsemen.

24 In themorning watch, Yahweh looked
out on the Egyptian army through the pil-
lar of fire and of cloud, and confused the
Egyptian army.

25 He took off their chariot wheels, and
they drove them heavily; so that the Egyp-
tians said, “Let’s flee from the face of Is-
rael, forYahwehfights for themagainst the
Egyptians!”

26 Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand over the sea, that the waters
may come again on the Egyptians, on their
chariots, and on their horsemen.”

† 14:8 or, defiantly.
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27Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and the sea returned to its strength
when the morning appeared; and the
Egyptians fled against it. Yahweh over-
threw the Egyptians in the middle of the
sea.

28 The waters returned, and covered
the chariots and the horsemen, even all
Pharaoh’s army that went in after them
into the sea. There remained not so much
as one of them.

29 But the children of Israel walked on
dry land in the middle of the sea, and the
waters were a wall to them on their right
hand and on their left.

30Thus Yahweh saved Israel that day out
of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel
saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.

31 Israel saw the great work which Yah-
weh did to the Egyptians, and the people
feared Yahweh; and they believed in Yah-
weh and in his servant Moses.

15
1 Then Moses and the children of Israel

sang this song to Yahweh, and said,
“I will sing to Yahweh, for he has tri-

umphed gloriously.
He has thrown the horse and his rider
into the sea.

2Yah is my strength and song.
He has becomemy salvation.

This is my God, and I will praise him;
my father’s God, and I will exalt him.

3Yahweh is a man of war.
Yahweh is his name.

4 He has cast Pharaoh’s chariots and his
army into the sea.

His chosen captains are sunk in the
Red Sea.

5The deeps cover them.
They went down into the depths like a
stone.

6 Your right hand, Yahweh, is glorious in
power.

Your right hand, Yahweh, dashes the
enemy in pieces.

7 In the greatness of your excellency,
you overthrow those who rise up
against you.

You send out your wrath. It consumes
them as stubble.

8With the blast of your nostrils, thewaters
were piled up.

The floods stood upright as a heap.
The deepswere congealed in the heart
of the sea.

9 The enemy said, ‘I will pursue. I will
overtake. I will divide the plunder.

My desire will be satisfied on them.
I will draw my sword. My hand will
destroy them.’

10You blewwith your wind.
The sea covered them.
They sank like lead in the mighty wa-
ters.

11 Who is like you, Yahweh, among the
gods?

Who is like you, glorious in holiness,
fearful in praises, doing wonders?

12You stretched out your right hand.
The earth swallowed them.

13 “You, in your loving kindness, have led
the people that you have redeemed.

You have guided them in your
strength to your holy habitation.

14The peoples have heard.
They tremble.
Pangs have taken hold of the inhabi-
tants of Philistia.

15Then the chiefs of Edomwere dismayed.
Trembling takes hold of the mighty
men of Moab.

All the inhabitants of Canaan have
melted away.

16Terror and dread falls on them.
By the greatness of your arm they are
as still as a stone,

until your people pass over, Yahweh,
until the people you have purchased
pass over.

17 You will bring them in, and plant
them in themountain of your inher-
itance,

the place, Yahweh, which you have
made for yourself to dwell in:

the sanctuary, Lord, which your
hands have established.

18Yahwehwill reign forever and ever.”
19 For the horses of Pharaoh went in

with his chariots and with his horsemen
into the sea, and Yahweh brought back the
waters of the sea on them; but the children
of Israel walked on dry land in the middle
of the sea.

20 Miriam the prophetess, the sister of
Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand;
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and all the womenwent out after her with
tambourines and with dances.

21Miriam answered them,
“Sing to Yahweh, for he has triumphed

gloriously.
He has thrown the horse and his rider into

the sea.”
22Moses led Israel onward from the Red

Sea, and they went out into the wilderness
of Shur; and they went three days in the
wilderness, and found no water.

23 When they came to Marah, they
couldn’t drink from the waters of Marah,
for they were bitter. Therefore its name
was calledMarah.†

24 The people murmured against Moses,
saying, “What shall we drink?”

25 Then he cried to Yahweh. Yahweh
showedhima tree, andhe threw it into the
waters, and the waters were made sweet.
There hemade a statute and an ordinance
for them, and there he tested them.

26 He said, “If you will diligently listen
to Yahweh your God’s voice, and will do
that which is right in his eyes, and will
pay attention to his commandments, and
keep all his statutes, I will put none of
the diseases on you which I have put on
the Egyptians; for I am Yahweh who heals
you.”

27 They came to Elim, where there were
twelve springs of water and seventy palm
trees. They encamped there by thewaters.

16
1They took their journey fromElim, and

all the congregation of the children of Is-
rael came to the wilderness of Sin, which
is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth
dayof the secondmonthafter their depart-
ing out of the land of Egypt.

2Thewhole congregation of the children
of Israel murmured against Moses and
against Aaron in the wilderness;

3 and the children of Israel said to them,
“We wish that we had died by Yahweh’s
hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat
by the meat pots, when we ate our fill of
bread, foryouhavebroughtusout into this
wilderness tokill thiswholeassemblywith
hunger.”

4 Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Behold, I
will rain bread from the sky for you, and
the people shall go out and gather a day’s
portion every day, that I may test them,
whether they will walk inmy law or not.

5 It shall come to pass on the sixth day,
that they shall prepare that which they
bring in, and it shall be twice as much as
they gather daily.”

6 Moses and Aaron said to all the chil-
dren of Israel, “At evening, you shall know
that Yahweh has brought you out from the
land of Egypt.

7 In themorning, you shall see Yahweh’s
glory; because he hears your murmurings
against Yahweh. Who are we, that you
murmur against us?”

8Moses said, “NowYahwehwill give you
meat to eat in the evening, and in the
morningbread to satisfy you, becauseYah-
weh hears your murmurings which you
murmur against him. And who are we?
Your murmurings are not against us, but
against Yahweh.”

9Moses said to Aaron, “Tell all the con-
gregation of the children of Israel, ‘Come
close to Yahweh, for he has heard your
murmurings.’ ”

10AsAaron spoke to thewhole congrega-
tion of the children of Israel, they looked
toward the wilderness, and behold, Yah-
weh’s glory appeared in the cloud.

11Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
12 “I have heard the murmurings of the

children of Israel. Speak to them, saying,
‘At evening you shall eat meat, and in the
morning you shall be filled with bread.
Thenyouwill know that I amYahwehyour
God.’ ”

13 In the evening, quail came up and
covered the camp; and in the morning the
dew lay around the camp.

14When the dew that lay had gone, be-
hold, on the surface of the wilderness was
a small round thing, small as the frost on
the ground.

15 When the children of Israel saw it,
they said to one another, “What is it?” For
they didn’t know what it was. Moses said

† 15:23Marahmeans bitter.
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to them, “It is the breadwhich Yahweh has
given you to eat.

16 This is the thing which Yahweh has
commanded: ‘Gather of it everyone ac-
cording to his eating; an omer† a head,
according to the number of your persons,
you shall take it, every man for those who
are in his tent.’ ”

17The children of Israel did so, and some
gatheredmore, some less.

18When they measured it with an omer,
he who gathered much had nothing over,
and he who gathered little had no lack.
They each gathered according to his eat-
ing.

19Moses said to them, “Let no one leave
of it until the morning.”

20 Notwithstanding they didn’t listen to
Moses, but some of them left of it until the
morning, so it bred worms and became
foul; andMoses was angry with them.

21They gathered itmorning bymorning,
everyone according to his eating. When
the sun grew hot, it melted.

22On the sixth day, they gathered twice
as much bread, two omers for each one;
andall the rulers of the congregation came
and told Moses.

23 He said to them, “This is that which
Yahweh has spoken, ‘Tomorrow is a
solemn rest, a holy Sabbath to Yahweh.
Bake thatwhich youwant to bake, andboil
that which you want to boil; and all that
remains over lay up for yourselves to be
kept until the morning.’ ”

24 They laid it up until the morning, as
Moses ordered, and it didn’t become foul,
and there were no worms in it.

25Moses said, “Eat that today, for today is
a Sabbath to Yahweh. Today you shall not
find it in the field.

26 Six days you shall gather it, but on the
seventh day is the Sabbath. In it there shall
be none.”

27On the seventhday, someof the people
went out to gather, and they found none.

28 Yahweh said to Moses, “How long do
yourefuse tokeepmycommandmentsand
my laws?

29 Behold, because Yahweh has given
you the Sabbath, therefore he gives you
on the sixth day the bread of two days.
Everyone stay in his place. Let no one go
out of his place on the seventh day.”

30 So the people rested on the seventh
day.

31 The house of Israel called its name
“Manna”,‡ and it was like coriander seed,
white; and its taste was like wafers with
honey.

32 Moses said, “This is the thing which
Yahwehhas commanded, ‘Let anomer-full
of it be kept throughout your generations,
that they may see the bread with which I
fed you in the wilderness, when I brought
you out of the land of Egypt.’ ”

33Moses said to Aaron, “Take a pot, and
put an omer-full of manna in it, and lay it
up before Yahweh, to be kept throughout
your generations.”

34 As Yahweh commanded Moses, so
Aaron laid it upbefore theTestimony, to be
kept.

35 The children of Israel ate the manna
fortyyears, until theycame toan inhabited
land. They ate the manna until they came
to the borders of the land of Canaan.

36 Now an omer is one tenth of an
ephah.§

17
1 All the congregation of the children

of Israel traveled from the wilderness of
Sin, starting according to Yahweh’s com-
mandment, and encamped in Rephidim;
but there was no water for the people to
drink.

2 Therefore the people quarreled with
Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.”
Moses said to them, “Whydoyouquarrel

withme? Why do you test Yahweh?”
3 The people were thirsty for water

there; so the people murmured against
Moses, and said, “Why have you brought
us up out of Egypt, to kill us, our children,
and our livestock with thirst?”

4Moses cried to Yahweh, saying, “What
shall I do with these people? They are
almost ready to stoneme.”

† 16:16 An omer is about 2.2 liters or about 2.3 quarts ‡ 16:31 “Manna”means “What is it?” § 16:36 1 ephah is
about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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5Yahweh said toMoses, “Walk on before
the people, and take the elders of Israel
with you, and take the rod in your hand
with which you struck the Nile, and go.

6 Behold, I will stand before you there
on the rock in Horeb. You shall strike the
rock, and water will come out of it, that
the peoplemay drink.” Moses did so in the
sight of the elders of Israel.

7 He called the name of the place Mas-
sah,† and Meribah,‡ because the children
of Israel quarreled, and because they
tested Yahweh, saying, “Is Yahweh among
us, or not?”

8 Then Amalek came and fought with
Israel in Rephidim.

9Moses said to Joshua, “Choose men for
us, andgoout tofightwithAmalek. Tomor-
row I will stand on the top of the hill with
God’s rod inmy hand.”

10 So Joshua did as Moses had told
him, and fought with Amalek; and Moses,
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the
hill.

11When Moses held up his hand, Israel
prevailed. When he let down his hand,
Amalek prevailed.

12But Moses’ hands were heavy; so they
took a stone, and put it under him, and he
sat on it. Aaron andHur held up his hands,
the one on the one side, and the other on
the other side. His handswere steady until
sunset.

13 Joshua defeated Amalek and his peo-
ple with the edge of the sword.

14 Yahweh said to Moses, “Write this for
a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in
the ears of Joshua: that I will utterly blot
out thememory of Amalek fromunder the
sky.”

15 Moses built an altar, and called its
name “Yahweh our Banner”.§

16He said, “Yah has sworn: ‘Yahwehwill
have war with Amalek from generation to
generation.’ ”

18
1NowJethro, thepriest ofMidian,Moses’

father-in-law, heard of all that God had

done for Moses and for Israel his people,
how Yahweh had brought Israel out of
Egypt.

2 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, received
Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after he had sent
her away,

3 and her two sons. The name of one
son was Gershom,† for Moses said, “I have
lived as a foreigner in a foreign land”.

4The name of the other was Eliezer,‡ for
he said, “My father’s God wasmy help and
deliveredme from Pharaoh’s sword.”

5 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, camewith
Moses’ sons and his wife to Moses into the
wildernesswherehewasencamped, at the
Mountain of God.

6He said to Moses, “I, your father-in-law
Jethro, have come to you with your wife,
and her two sons with her.”

7 Moses went out to meet his father-in-
law, and bowed and kissed him. They
asked each other of theirwelfare, and they
came into the tent.

8 Moses told his father-in-law all that
Yahweh had done to Pharaoh and to the
Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all the hard-
ships that had come on them on the way,
and how Yahweh delivered them.

9 Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness
which Yahweh had done to Israel, in that
he had delivered them out of the hand of
the Egyptians.

10 Jethro said, “Blessed be Yahweh, who
has delivered you out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh;
who has delivered the people from under
the hand of the Egyptians.

11 Now I know that Yahweh is greater
than all gods because of the way that they
treated people arrogantly.”

12 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took a
burnt offering and sacrifices for God.
Aaron camewith all the elders of Israel, to
eat breadwithMoses’ father-in-lawbefore
God.

13 On the next day, Moses sat to judge
the people, and the people stood around
Moses from themorning to the evening.

14 When Moses’ father-in-law saw all
that he did to the people, he said, “What is

† 17:7 Massah means testing. ‡ 17:7 Meribah means quarreling. § 17:15 Hebrew, Yahweh Nissi † 18:3
“Gershom” sounds like the Hebrew for “an alien there”. ‡ 18:4 Eliezer means “God is my helper”.
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this thing that you do for the people? Why
do you sit alone, and all the people stand
around you frommorning to evening?”

15 Moses said to his father-in-law, “Be-
cause the people come to me to inquire of
God.

16 When they have a matter, they come
to me, and I judge between a man and
his neighbor, and I make them know the
statutes of God, and his laws.”

17Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “The
thing that you do is not good.

18 You will surely wear away, both you,
and this people that is with you; for the
thing is too heavy for you. You are not able
to perform it yourself alone.

19Listen now tomy voice. I will give you
counsel, and God be with you. You repre-
sent the people before God, and bring the
causes to God.

20 You shall teach them the statutes and
the laws, and shall show them the way in
which they must walk, and the work that
theymust do.

21 Moreover you shall provide out of
all the people able men which fear God:
men of truth, hating unjust gain; and place
such over them, to be rulers of thousands,
rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and
rulers of tens.

22Let them judge the people at all times.
It shall be that every great matter they
shall bring to you, but every small matter
they shall judge themselves. So shall it be
easier for you, and they shall share the
load with you.

23 If you will do this thing, and God com-
mands you so, then you will be able to
endure, and all these people also will go to
their place in peace.”

24 So Moses listened to the voice of his
father-in-law, and did all that he had said.

25Moses chose ablemen out of all Israel,
and made them heads over the people,
rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds,
rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.

26 They judged the people at all times.
They brought the hard cases to Moses,
but every small matter they judged them-
selves.

27Moses let his father-in-lawdepart, and
he went his way into his own land.

19
1 In the thirdmonth after the children of

Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on
that same day they came into the wilder-
ness of Sinai.

2 When they had departed from
Rephidim, and had come to thewilderness
of Sinai, they encamped in the wilderness;
and there Israel encamped before the
mountain.

3 Moses went up to God, and Yahweh
called to him out of the mountain, saying,
“This is what you shall tell the house of
Jacob, and tell the children of Israel:

4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyp-
tians, and how I bore you on eagles’wings,
and brought you tomyself.

5Now therefore, if you will indeed obey
my voice and keep my covenant, then you
shall be my own possession from among
all peoples; for all the earth is mine;

6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation.’ These are the
words which you shall speak to the chil-
dren of Israel.”

7Moses came and called for the elders of
the people, and set before them all these
words which Yahweh commanded him.

8 All the people answered together, and
said, “All that Yahweh has spoken we will
do.”
Moses reported the words of the people

to Yahweh.
9Yahweh said to Moses, “Behold, I come

to you in a thick cloud, that the peoplemay
hear when I speak with you, and may also
believe you forever.” Moses told thewords
of the people to Yahweh.

10Yahweh said to Moses, “Go to the peo-
ple, and sanctify them today and tomor-
row, and let themwash their garments,

11 and be ready for the third day; for on
the third day Yahweh will come down in
the sight of all the people onMount Sinai.

12 You shall set bounds to the people all
around, saying, ‘Be careful that you don’t
go up onto the mountain, or touch its bor-
der. Whoever touches the mountain shall
be surely put to death.

13No hand shall touch him, but he shall
surely be stoned or shot through; whether
it is animalorman, he shall not live.’ When
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the trumpet sounds long, they shall come
up to themountain.”

14Moses went down from the mountain
to the people, and sanctified the people;
and they washed their clothes.

15He said to the people, “Be ready by the
third day. Don’t have sexual relationswith
a woman.”

16 On the third day, when it was morn-
ing, there were thunders and lightnings,
and a thick cloud on the mountain, and
the sound of an exceedingly loud trumpet;
and all the people who were in the camp
trembled.

17Moses led thepeopleoutof thecampto
meet God; and they stood at the lower part
of themountain.

18 All of Mount Sinai smoked, because
Yahweh descended on it in fire; and its
smoke ascended like the smoke of a fur-
nace, and the whole mountain quaked
greatly.

19When the sound of the trumpet grew
louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God
answered him by a voice.

20 Yahweh came down on Mount Sinai,
to the top of the mountain. Yahweh called
Moses to the top of the mountain, and
Moses went up.

21 Yahweh said to Moses, “Go down,
warn thepeople, lest theybreak through to
Yahweh to gaze, andmany of them perish.

22Let the priests also, who come near to
Yahweh, sanctify themselves, lest Yahweh
break out on them.”

23 Moses said to Yahweh, “The people
can’t come up to Mount Sinai, for you
warned us, saying, ‘Set bounds around the
mountain, and sanctify it.’ ”

24 Yahweh said to him, “Go down! You
shall bringAaronupwith you, but don’t let
the priests and the people break through
to come up to Yahweh, lest he break out
against them.”

25SoMoseswentdownto thepeople, and
told them.

20
1God† spoke all these words, saying,

2 “I am Yahweh your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage.

3 “You shall have no other gods before
me.

4 “You shall not make for yourselves an
idol, nor any image of anything that is in
the heavens above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth:

5 you shall not bow yourself down to
them, nor serve them, for I, Yahweh your
God, ama jealousGod, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers on the children, on the third
and on the fourth generation of those who
hate me,

6 and showing loving kindness to thou-
sands of those who love me and keep my
commandments.

7 “You shall not misuse the name of Yah-
weh your God,‡ for Yahweh will not hold
him guiltless whomisuses his name.

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy.

9You shall labor six days, and do all your
work,

10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to
Yahweh your God. You shall not do any
work in it, you, nor your son, nor your
daughter, your male servant, nor your fe-
male servant, nor your livestock, nor your
stranger who is within your gates;

11 for in six days Yahweh made heaven
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
and rested the seventh day; therefore Yah-
weh blessed the Sabbath day, and made it
holy.

12 “Honor your father and your mother,
that your days may be long in the land
which Yahweh your God gives you.

13 “You shall not murder.
14 “You shall not commit adultery.
15 “You shall not steal.
16 “You shall not give false testimony

against your neighbor.
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s

house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife, nor his male servant, nor his female

† 20:1After “God”, the Hebrew has the two letters “Aleph Tav” (the first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet), not
as a word, but as a grammatical marker. ‡ 20:7 or, You shall not take the name of Yahweh your God in vain
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servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor
anything that is your neighbor’s.”

18All the people perceived the thunder-
ings, the lightnings, the sound of the trum-
pet, and themountain smoking. When the
people saw it, they trembled, and stayed at
a distance.

19 They said to Moses, “Speak with us
yourself, and we will listen; but don’t let
God speak with us, lest we die.”

20 Moses said to the people, “Don’t be
afraid, for God has come to test you, and
that his fear may be before you, that you
won’t sin.”

21 The people stayed at a distance, and
Moses came near to the thick darkness
where Godwas.

22 Yahweh said to Moses, “This is what
you shall tell the children of Israel: ‘You
yourselves have seen that I have talked
with you from heaven.

23Youshallmost certainlynotmakegods
of silver or godsof gold for yourselves tobe
alongsideme.

24 You shall make an altar of earth for
me, and shall sacrifice on it your burnt
offerings and your peace offerings, your
sheep and your cattle. In every place
where I recordmyname Iwill come to you
and I will bless you.

25 If you make me an altar of stone, you
shall not build it of cut stones; for if you lift
up your tool on it, you have polluted it.

26You shall not goupby steps tomyaltar,
that yournakednessmaynotbeexposed to
it.’

21
1 “Now these are the ordinances which

you shall set before them:
2 “If you buy a Hebrew servant, he shall

serve six years, and in the seventh he shall
go out free without paying anything.

3 If hecomes inbyhimself, he shall goout
by himself. If he is married, then his wife
shall go out with him.

4 If his master gives him a wife and she
bears him sons or daughters, the wife and
her children shall be her master’s, and he
shall go out by himself.

5 But if the servant shall plainly say, ‘I
lovemymaster, mywife, andmy children.
I will not go out free;’

6 then his master shall bring him to God,
and shall bring him to the door or to the
doorpost, and hismaster shall bore his ear
through with an awl, and he shall serve
him forever.

7 “If a man sells his daughter to be a
female servant, she shall not go out as the
male servants do.

8 If she doesn’t please her master, who
has married her to himself, then he shall
let herbe redeemed. He shall haveno right
to sell her to a foreign people, since he has
dealt deceitfully with her.

9 If he marries her to his son, he shall
deal with her as a daughter.

10 If he takes another wife to himself, he
shall not diminish her food, her clothing,
and her marital rights.

11 If he doesn’t do these three things for
her, she may go free without paying any
money.

12 “Onewho strikes aman so that he dies
shall surely be put to death,

13 but not if it is unintentional, but God
allows it to happen; then Iwill appoint you
a place where he shall flee.

14 If aman schemes and comespresump-
tuously on his neighbor to kill him, you
shall take him from my altar, that he may
die.

15 “Anyone who attacks his father or his
mother shall be surely put to death.

16 “Anyone who kidnaps someone and
sells him, or if he is found in his hand, he
shall surely be put to death.

17 “Anyone who curses his father or his
mother shall surely be put to death.

18 “If men quarrel and one strikes the
other with a stone, or with his fist, and he
doesn’t die, but is confined to bed;

19 if he rises again and walks around
withhis staff, thenhewho struckhim shall
be cleared; only he shall pay for the loss of
his time, and shall provide for his healing
until he is thoroughly healed.

20 “If a man strikes his servant or his
maid with a rod, and he dies under his
hand, theman shall surely be punished.
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21Notwithstanding, if his servant gets up
afteradayor two, heshallnotbepunished,
for the servant is his property.

22 “If men fight and hurt a pregnant
woman so that she gives birth prema-
turely, and yet no harm follows, he shall
be surely fined as much as the woman’s
husband demands and the judges allow.

23But if anyharm follows, thenyoumust
take life for life,

24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for
hand, foot for foot,

25 burning for burning, wound for
wound, and bruise for bruise.

26 “If a man strikes his servant’s eye, or
his maid’s eye, and destroys it, he shall let
him go free for his eye’s sake.

27 If he strikes out his male servant’s
tooth, or his female servant’s tooth, he
shall let the servant go free for his tooth’s
sake.

28 “If a bull gores a man or a woman to
death, the bull shall surely be stoned, and
its meat shall not be eaten; but the owner
of the bull shall not be held responsible.

29But if the bull had a habit of goring in
the past, and this has been testified to its
owner, and he has not kept it in, but it has
killed a man or a woman, the bull shall be
stoned, and its owner shall also be put to
death.

30 If a ransom is imposed on him, then
he shall give for the redemption of his life
whatever is imposed.

31 Whether it has gored a son or has
gored a daughter, according to this judg-
ment it shall be done to him.

32 If the bull gores a male servant or
a female servant, thirty shekels† of silver
shall be given to their master, and the ox
shall be stoned.

33 “If a man opens a pit, or if a man digs
a pit and doesn’t cover it, and a bull or a
donkey falls into it,

34 the owner of the pit shallmake it good.
He shall give money to its owner, and the
dead animal shall be his.

35 “If one man’s bull injures another’s,
so that it dies, then they shall sell the live

bull, and divide its price; and they shall
also divide the dead animal.

36Or if it is known that thebullwas in the
habit of goring in the past, and its owner
has not kept it in, he shall surely pay bull
for bull, and the dead animal shall be his
own.

22
1 “If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and

kills it or sells it, he shall pay five oxen for
an ox, and four sheep for a sheep.

2 If the thief is found breaking in, and
is struck so that he dies, there shall be no
guilt of bloodshed for him.

3 If the sun has risen on him, he is guilty
of bloodshed. He shall make restitution. If
hehasnothing, thenhe shall be sold for his
theft.

4 If the stolen property is found in his
hand alive, whether it is ox, donkey, or
sheep, he shall pay double.

5 “If a man causes a field or vineyard to
be eaten by letting his animal loose, and
it grazes in another man’s field, he shall
make restitution from the best of his own
field, and from the best of his own vine-
yard.

6 “If fire breaks out, and catches in
thorns so that the shocks of grain, or the
standing grain, or the field are consumed;
he who kindled the fire shall surely make
restitution.

7 “If a man delivers to his neighbor
money or stuff to keep, and it is stolen out
of the man’s house, if the thief is found, he
shall pay double.

8 If the thief isn’t found, then the master
of the house shall comenear toGod, to find
out whether or not he has put his hand on
his neighbor’s goods.

9 For every matter of trespass, whether
it is for ox, for donkey, for sheep, for cloth-
ing, or for any kind of lost thing, about
which one says, ‘This is mine,’ the cause
of both parties shall come before God. He
whom God condemns shall pay double to
his neighbor.

10 “If a man delivers to his neighbor a
donkey, an ox, a sheep, or any animal to

† 21:32 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 30 shekels is about 300 grams or about 10.6 ounces.
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keep, and it dies or is injured, or driven
away, noman seeing it;

11 the oath of Yahweh shall be between
them both, he has not put his hand on
his neighbor’s goods; and its owner shall
accept it, andhe shall notmake restitution.

12But if it is stolen fromhim, theonewho
stole shall make restitution to its owner.

13 If it is torn in pieces, let him bring it
for evidence. He shall not make good that
which was torn.

14 “If a man borrows anything of his
neighbor’s, and it is injured, or dies, its
owner not being with it, he shall surely
make restitution.

15 If its owner iswith it, he shall notmake
it good. If it is a leased thing, it came for its
lease.

16 “If a man entices a virgin who isn’t
pledged to be married, and lies with her,
he shall surely pay a dowry for her to be
his wife.

17 If her father utterly refuses to give her
tohim,heshallpaymoneyaccording to the
dowry of virgins.

18 “You shall not allow a sorceress to live.
19“Whoeverhas sexwithananimal shall

surely be put to death.
20 “He who sacrifices to any god, except

to Yahweh only, shall be utterly destroyed.
21 “You shall not wrong an alien or op-

press him, for you were aliens in the land
of Egypt.

22 “You shall not take advantage of any
widow or fatherless child.

23 If you take advantage of them at all,
and they cry at all to me, I will surely hear
their cry;

24andmywrathwill grow hot, and I will
kill you with the sword; and your wives
shall bewidows, and your children father-
less.

25“If you lendmoney toanyofmypeople
with you who is poor, you shall not be to
him as a creditor. You shall not charge him
interest.

26 If you take yourneighbor’s garment as
collateral, you shall restore it tohimbefore
the sun goes down,

27 for that is his only covering, it is his
garment for his skin. What would he sleep

in? It will happen, when he cries to me,
that I will hear, for I am gracious.

28 “You shall not blaspheme God, nor
curse a ruler of your people.

29 “You shall not delay to offer from
your harvest and from the outflow of your
presses.

“You shall give the firstborn of your sons
to me.

30 You shall do likewise with your cattle
and with your sheep. It shall be with its
mother seven days, then on the eighth day
you shall give it to me.

31 “You shall be holy men to me, there-
fore you shall not eat anymeat that is torn
by animals in the field. You shall cast it to
the dogs.

23
1 “You shall not spread a false report.

Don’t join your handwith thewicked to be
amalicious witness.

2 “You shall not follow a crowd to do evil.
You shall not testify in court to side with a
multitude to pervert justice.

3 You shall not favor a poor man in his
cause.

4 “If you meet your enemy’s ox or his
donkey going astray, you shall surely bring
it back to him again.

5 If you see the donkey of himwho hates
you fallen down under his burden, don’t
leave him. You shall surely help him with
it.

6 “You shall not deny justice to your poor
people in their lawsuits.

7 “Keep far froma false charge, anddon’t
kill the innocent and righteous; for I will
not justify the wicked.

8 “You shall take no bribe, for a bribe
blinds those who have sight and perverts
the words of the righteous.

9 “You shall not oppress an alien, for you
know the heart of an alien, since youwere
aliens in the land of Egypt.

10 “For six years you shall sow your land,
and shall gather in its increase,

11 but the seventh year you shall let it
rest and lie fallow, that the poor of your
people may eat; and what they leave the
animal of the field shall eat. In the same
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way, you shall dealwithyourvineyardand
with your olive grove.

12 “Six days you shall do your work, and
on the seventh day you shall rest, that your
ox andyourdonkeymayhave rest, and the
son of your servant, and the alien may be
refreshed.

13 “Be careful to do all things that I have
said to you; and don’t invoke the name of
other gods or even let them be heard out
of yourmouth.

14 “You shall observe a feast to me three
times a year.

15 You shall observe the feast of unleav-
ened bread. Seven days you shall eat un-
leavened bread, as I commanded you, at
the time appointed in the month Abib (for
in it you came out of Egypt), and no one
shall appear before me empty.

16And the feast of harvest, the first fruits
of your labors, which you sow in the field;
and the feast of ingathering, at the end of
the year, when you gather in your labors
out of the field.

17Three times in the year all your males
shall appear before the Lord Yahweh.

18 “You shall not offer the blood of my
sacrifice with leavened bread. The fat of
my feast shall not remainall night until the
morning.

19 You shall bring the first of the first
fruits of your ground into the house of
Yahweh your God.

“You shall not boil a young goat in its
mother’s milk.

20 “Behold, I send an angel before you, to
keep you by the way, and to bring you into
the place which I have prepared.

21 Pay attention to him, and listen to his
voice. Don’t provoke him, for he will not
pardon your disobedience, formy name is
in him.

22 But if you indeed listen to his voice,
and do all that I speak, then I will be an
enemy to your enemies, and an adversary
to your adversaries.

23 For my angel shall go before you, and
bring you in to the Amorite, the Hittite, the
Perizzite, the Canaanite, the Hivite, and
the Jebusite; and I will cut them off.

24 You shall not bow down to their gods,
nor serve them, nor follow their practices,
but you shall utterly overthrow them and
demolish their pillars.

25You shall serve Yahweh your God, and
he will bless your bread and your water,
and I will take sickness away from among
you.

26 No one will miscarry or be barren in
your land. I will fulfill the number of your
days.

27 I will send my terror before you, and
will confuse all the people to whom you
come, and I will make all your enemies
turn their backs to you.

28 I will send the hornet before you,
which will drive out the Hivite, the
Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before
you.

29 I will not drive them out from before
you in one year, lest the land become des-
olate, and the animals of the fieldmultiply
against you.

30 Little by little I will drive them out
from before you, until you have increased
and inherit the land.

31 I will set your border from the Red
Sea even to the sea of the Philistines, and
from the wilderness to the River; for I will
deliver the inhabitants of the land into
your hand, and you shall drive them out
before you.

32 You shall make no covenant with
them, nor with their gods.

33 They shall not dwell in your land, lest
they make you sin against me, for if you
serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to
you.”

24
1He said to Moses, “Come up to Yahweh,

you, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and
seventyof the elders of Israel; andworship
from a distance.

2 Moses alone shall come near to Yah-
weh, but they shall not come near. The
people shall not go up with him.”

3Moses cameand told thepeople all Yah-
weh’s words, and all the ordinances; and
all the people answered with one voice,
and said, “All thewordswhichYahwehhas
spokenwill we do.”
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4Moses wrote all Yahweh’s words, then
rose up early in the morning and built an
altar at the base of the mountain, with
twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Is-
rael.

5 He sent young men of the children of
Israel, who offered burnt offerings and
sacrificed peace offerings of cattle to Yah-
weh.

6Moses took half of the blood and put it
in basins, and half of the blood he sprin-
kled on the altar.

7 He took the book of the covenant and
read it in the hearing of the people, and
they said, “We will do all that Yahweh has
said, and be obedient.”

8 Moses took the blood, and sprinkled
it on the people, and said, “Look, this is
the blood of the covenant, which Yahweh
has made with you concerning all these
words.”

9ThenMoses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel went up.

10 They saw the God of Israel. Under his
feet was like a paved work of sapphire†
stone, like the skies for clearness.

11He didn’t lay his hand on the nobles of
the children of Israel. They saw God, and
ate and drank.

12Yahweh said toMoses, “Comeup tome
on the mountain, and stay here, and I will
give you the stone tablets with the law and
thecommands that Ihavewritten, thatyou
may teach them.”

13 Moses rose up with Joshua, his ser-
vant, andMoseswent upontoGod’sMoun-
tain.

14 He said to the elders, “Wait here for
us, until we come again to you. Behold,
Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever is
involved in a dispute can go to them.”

15Moses went up on the mountain, and
the cloud covered themountain.

16Yahweh’s glory settledonMount Sinai,
and the cloud covered it six days. The
seventh day he called to Moses out of the
middle of the cloud.

17TheappearanceofYahweh’s glorywas
like devouring fire on the top of themoun-
tain in the eyes of the children of Israel.

18Moses entered into the middle of the
cloud, and went up on the mountain; and
Moseswas on themountain forty days and
forty nights.

25
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, that

they take an offering for me. From every-
one whose heart makes him willing you
shall takemy offering.

3This is the offeringwhich you shall take
from them: gold, silver, bronze,

4 blue, purple, scarlet, fine linen, goats’
hair,

5 rams’ skins dyed red, sea cow hides,†
acacia wood,

6oil for the light, spices for the anointing
oil and for the sweet incense,

7onyx stones, and stones to be set for the
ephod and for the breastplate.

8 Let them make me a sanctuary, that I
may dwell among them.

9 According to all that I show you, the
pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern
of all of its furniture, even so you shall
make it.

10 “They shall make an ark of acacia
wood. Its length shall be two and a half
cubits,‡ its width a cubit and a half, and a
cubit and a half its height.

11Youshall overlay itwithpuregold. You
shall overlay it inside and outside, and you
shall make a goldmolding around it.

12 You shall cast four rings of gold for it,
and put them in its four feet. Two rings
shall be on the one side of it, and two rings
on the other side of it.

13 You shall make poles of acacia wood,
and overlay themwith gold.

14Youshall put thepoles into the ringson
the sides of the ark to carry the ark.

15 The poles shall be in the rings of the
ark. They shall not be taken from it.

16 You shall put the covenant which I
shall give you into the ark.

17 You shall make a mercy seat of pure
gold. Two and a half cubits shall be its
length, and a cubit and a half its width.

† 24:10 or, lapis lazuli † 25:5 or, fine leather ‡ 25:10A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the
elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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18You shall make two cherubim of ham-
mered gold. You shall make them at the
two ends of themercy seat.

19Make one cherub at the one end, and
one cherub at the other end. You shall
make the cherubim on its two ends of one
piece with themercy seat.

20 The cherubim shall spread out their
wings upward, covering the mercy seat
with their wings, with their faces toward
one another. The faces of the cherubim
shall be toward themercy seat.

21 You shall put the mercy seat on top of
the ark, and in the ark you shall put the
covenant that I will give you.

22 There I will meet with you, and I will
tell you from above the mercy seat, from
between the two cherubim which are on
the ark of the covenant, all that I command
you for the children of Israel.

23“Youshallmakea tableof acaciawood.
Its length shall be two cubits, and its width
a cubit, and its height one andahalf cubits.

24Youshall overlay itwithpuregold, and
make a goldmolding around it.

25 You shall make a rim of a hand width
around it. You shall make a golden mold-
ing on its rim around it.

26You shallmake four rings of gold for it,
and put the rings in the four corners that
are on its four feet.

27 The rings shall be close to the rim, for
places for the poles to carry the table.

28 You shall make the poles of acacia
wood, andoverlay themwith gold, that the
table may be carried with them.

29 You shall make its dishes, its spoons,
its ladles, and its bowlswithwhich to pour
out offerings. You shall make them of pure
gold.

30You shall set bread of the presence on
the table before me always.

31 “You shall make a lamp stand of pure
gold. The lamp stand shall be made of
hammered work. Its base, its shaft, its
cups, its buds, and its flowers shall be of
one piece with it.

32 There shall be six branches going
out of its sides: three branches of the

lamp stand out of its one side, and three
branches of the lamp stand out of its other
side;

33 three cupsmade likealmondblossoms
in one branch, a bud and a flower; and
three cups made like almond blossoms in
the other branch, a bud and a flower, so
for the six branches going out of the lamp
stand;

34 and in the lamp stand four cups made
likealmondblossoms, itsbudsand itsflow-
ers;

35 and a bud under two branches of
one piece with it, and a bud under two
branches of one piece with it, and a bud
under two branches of one piece with it,
for the six branches going out of the lamp
stand.

36 Their buds and their branches shall
be of one piece with it, all of it one beaten
work of pure gold.

37 You shall make its lamps seven, and
they shall light its lamps to give light to the
space in front of it.

38 Its snuffersand its snuffdishes shall be
of pure gold.

39 It shall be made of a talent§ of pure
gold, with all these accessories.

40 See that you make them after their
pattern, which has been shown to you on
themountain.

26
1 “Moreover you shallmake the taberna-

cle with ten curtains of fine twined linen,
and blue, and purple, and scarlet, with
cherubim. You shall make them with the
work of a skillful workman.

2 The length of each curtain shall be
twenty-eight cubits,† and thewidth of each
curtain four cubits: all the curtains shall
have onemeasure.

3Five curtains shall be coupled together
to one another, and the other five curtains
shall be coupled to one another.

4 You shall make loops of blue on the
edgeof theonecurtain fromtheedge in the
coupling, and you shall do likewise on the
edge of the curtain that is outermost in the
second coupling.

§ 25:39 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces † 26:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of
themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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5 You shall make fifty loops in the one
curtain, and you shall make fifty loops in
the edge of the curtain that is in the second
coupling. The loops shall be opposite one
another.

6You shall make fifty clasps of gold, and
couple the curtains tooneanotherwith the
clasps. The tabernacle shall be a unit.

7 “You shall make curtains of goats’ hair
for a covering over the tabernacle. You
shall make eleven curtains.

8 The length of each curtain shall be
thirty cubits, and thewidth of each curtain
four cubits: the eleven curtains shall have
onemeasure.

9You shall couple five curtains by them-
selves, and six curtains by themselves, and
shall double over the sixth curtain in the
forefront of the tent.

10 You shall make fifty loops on the edge
of the one curtain that is outermost in the
coupling, and fifty loops on the edge of the
curtain which is outermost in the second
coupling.

11 You shall make fifty clasps of bronze,
and put the clasps into the loops, and cou-
ple the tent together, that it may be one.

12 The overhanging part that remains of
the curtains of the tent—the half curtain
that remains—shall hang over the back of
the tabernacle.

13The cubit on the one side and the cubit
on the other side, of that which remains in
the length of the curtains of the tent, shall
hang over the sides of the tabernacle on
this side and on that side, to cover it.

14You shall make a covering for the tent
of rams’ skins dyed red, and a covering of
sea cow hides above.

15 “You shall make the boards for the
tabernacle of acacia wood, standing up-
right.

16 Ten cubits shall be the length of a
board, and one and a half cubits the width
of each board.

17 There shall be two tenons in each
board, joined to one another: thus you
shall make for all the boards of the taber-
nacle.

18 You shall make twenty boards for the
tabernacle, for the south side southward.

19 You shall make forty sockets of silver
under the twenty boards; two sockets un-

der one board for its two tenons, and two
sockets under another board for its two
tenons.

20 For the second side of the tabernacle,
on the north side, twenty boards,

21 and their forty sockets of silver; two
sockets under one board, and two sockets
under another board.

22For the far side of the tabernaclewest-
ward you shall make six boards.

23 You shall make two boards for the
corners of the tabernacle in the far side.

24 They shall be double beneath, and in
the sameway they shall be whole to its top
to one ring: thus shall it be for them both;
they shall be for the two corners.

25 There shall be eight boards, and their
sockets of silver, sixteen sockets; two sock-
ets under one board, and two sockets un-
der another board.

26 “You shall make bars of acacia wood:
five for the boards of the one side of the
tabernacle,

27 and five bars for the boards of the
other side of the tabernacle, and five bars
for the boards of the side of the tabernacle,
for the far side westward.

28 The middle bar in the middle of the
boards shall pass through fromend to end.

29You shall overlay theboardswith gold,
and make their rings of gold for places for
the bars. You shall overlay the bars with
gold.

30You shall set up the tabernacle accord-
ing to the way that it was shown to you on
themountain.

31 “You shall make a veil of blue, and
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen,
with cherubim. It shall be the work of a
skillful workman.

32 You shall hang it on four pillars of
acacia overlaidwith gold; their hooks shall
be of gold, on four sockets of silver.

33 You shall hang up the veil under the
clasps, and shall bring the ark of the
covenant in there within the veil. The veil
shall separate theholy place from themost
holy for you.

34You shall put themercy seat on the ark
of the covenant in themost holy place.

35 You shall set the table outside the
veil, and the lamp stand opposite the table
on the side of the tabernacle toward the
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south. You shall put the table on the north
side.

36 “You shall make a screen for the door
of theTent, ofblue, andpurple, andscarlet,
and fine twined linen, the work of the
embroiderer.

37 You shall make for the screen five pil-
lars of acacia, and overlay themwith gold.
Their hooks shall be of gold. You shall cast
five sockets of bronze for them.

27
1 “You shall make the altar of acacia

wood, five cubits† long, and five cubits
wide. The altar shall be square. Its height
shall be three cubits.‡

2 You shall make its horns on its four
corners. Its horns shall be of one piece
with it. You shall overlay it with bronze.

3You shall make its pots to take away its
ashes; and its shovels, its basins, its meat
hooks, and its fire pans. You shall make all
its vessels of bronze.

4 You shall make a grating for it of net-
work of bronze. On the net you shall make
four bronze rings in its four corners.

5You shall put it under the ledge around
the altar beneath, that the net may reach
halfway up the altar.

6You shallmake poles for the altar, poles
of acacia wood, and overlay them with
bronze.

7 Its poles shall be put into the rings, and
the poles shall be on the two sides of the
altar when carrying it.

8 You shall make it hollow with planks.
Theyshallmake it as ithasbeenshownyou
on themountain.

9 “You shall make the court of the taber-
nacle: for the south side southward there
shall be hangings for the court of fine
twined linen one hundred cubits long for
one side.

10 Its pillars shall be twenty, and their
sockets twenty, of bronze. Thehooks of the
pillars and their fillets shall be of silver.

11 Likewise for the length of the north
side, there shall be hangings one hundred
cubits long, and its pillars twenty, and

their sockets twenty, of bronze; the hooks
of the pillars, and their fillets, of silver.

12 For the width of the court on the west
side shall be hangings of fifty cubits; their
pillars ten, and their sockets ten.

13The width of the court on the east side
eastward shall be fifty cubits.

14 The hangings for the one side of the
gate shall be fifteen cubits; their pillars
three, and their sockets three.

15For the other side shall be hangings of
fifteen cubits; their pillars three, and their
sockets three.

16 For the gate of the court shall be a
screen of twenty cubits, of blue, and pur-
ple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen,
the work of the embroiderer; their pillars
four, and their sockets four.

17All the pillars of the court around shall
be filletedwith silver; their hooks of silver,
and their sockets of bronze.

18 The length of the court shall be
one hundred cubits, and the width fifty
throughout, and the height five cubits,
of fine twined linen, and their sockets of
bronze.

19 All the instruments of the tabernacle
in all its service, and all its pins, and all the
pins of the court, shall be of bronze.

20 “You shall command the children of
Israel, that they bring to you pure olive oil
beaten for the light, to causea lamptoburn
continually.

21 In the Tent ofMeeting, outside the veil
which is before the covenant, Aaron and
his sons shall keep it in order fromevening
to morning before Yahweh: it shall be a
statute forever throughout their genera-
tions on thebehalf of the children of Israel.

28
1 “Bring Aaron your brother, and his

sons with him, near to you from among
the children of Israel, that he may min-
ister to me in the priest’s office: Aaron,
with Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar,
Aaron’s sons.

2 You shall make holy garments for
Aaron your brother, for glory and for
beauty.

† 27:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. ‡ 27:1 The altar was to be about 2.3×2.3×1.4meters or about 7½×7½×4½ feet.



Exodus 28:3 88 Exodus 28:29

3 You shall speak to all who are wise-
hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit
of wisdom, that they make Aaron’s gar-
ments to sanctify him, that he may minis-
ter to me in the priest’s office.

4 These are the garments which they
shall make: a breastplate, an ephod, a
robe, a fitted tunic, a turban, and a sash.
They shall make holy garments for Aaron
your brother and his sons, that he may
minister to me in the priest’s office.

5 They shall use the gold, and the blue,
and the purple, and the scarlet, and the
fine linen.

6 “They shall make the ephod of gold,
blue, purple, scarlet, andfine twined linen,
the work of the skillful workman.

7 It shall have two shoulder straps joined
to the two ends of it, that it may be joined
together.

8 The skillfully woven band, which is on
it, shall be like its work and of the same
piece; of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and
fine twined linen.

9 You shall take two onyx stones, and
engraveon them thenamesof the children
of Israel.

10 Six of their names on the one stone,
and thenamesof the six that remainon the
other stone, in the order of their birth.

11With thework of an engraver in stone,
like the engravings of a signet, you shall
engrave the two stones, according to the
names of the children of Israel. You shall
make them to be enclosed in settings of
gold.

12 You shall put the two stones on the
shoulder straps of the ephod, to be stones
of memorial for the children of Israel.
Aaron shall bear their names before Yah-
weh on his two shoulders for amemorial.

13You shall make settings of gold,
14and two chains of pure gold; you shall

make them like cords of braided work.
You shall put the braided chains on the
settings.

15 “You shall make a breastplate of judg-
ment, the work of the skillful workman;
like the work of the ephod you shall make

it; of gold, of blue, and purple, and scarlet,
and fine twined linen, you shall make it.

16 It shall be square and folded double;
a span† shall be its length, and a span its
width.

17 You shall set in it settings of stones,
four rows of stones: a row of ruby, topaz,
and beryl shall be the first row;

18 and the second row a turquoise, a
sapphire,‡ and an emerald;

19 and the third row a jacinth, an agate,
and an amethyst;

20 and the fourth row a chrysolite, an
onyx, and a jasper. They shall be enclosed
in gold in their settings.

21 The stones shall be according to the
names of the children of Israel, twelve,
according to their names; like the engrav-
ings of a signet, everyone according to his
name, they shall be for the twelve tribes.

22 You shall make on the breastplate
chains like cords, of braided work of pure
gold.

23You shall make on the breastplate two
rings of gold, and shall put the two rings on
the two ends of the breastplate.

24 You shall put the two braided chains
of gold in the two rings at the ends of the
breastplate.

25The other two ends of the two braided
chains you shall put on the two settings,
and put them on the shoulder straps of the
ephod in its forepart.

26 You shall make two rings of gold, and
you shall put them on the two ends of the
breastplate, on its edge, which is toward
the side of the ephod inward.

27 You shall make two rings of gold, and
shall put them on the two shoulder straps
of the ephod underneath, in its forepart,
close by its coupling, above the skillfully
woven band of the ephod.

28 They shall bind the breastplate by its
rings to the ringsof theephodwitha laceof
blue, that it may be on the skillfully woven
bandof the ephod, and that thebreastplate
may not swing out from the ephod.

29 Aaron shall bear the names of the
† 28:16A span is the length from the tip of aman’s thumb to the tip of his little finger when his hand is stretched out
(about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.) ‡ 28:18 or, lapis lazuli
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childrenof Israel in thebreastplateof judg-
ment on his heart, when he goes in to the
holy place, for a memorial before Yahweh
continually.

30Youshall put in thebreastplateof judg-
ment the Urim and the Thummim; and
they shall be on Aaron’s heart, when he
goes in before Yahweh. Aaron shall bear
the judgment of the children of Israel on
his heart before Yahweh continually.

31 “You shall make the robe of the ephod
all of blue.

32 It shall have a hole for the head in
the middle of it. It shall have a binding of
wovenwork around its hole, as it were the
hole of a coat of mail, that it not be torn.

33 On its hem you shall make
pomegranates of blue, and of purple, and
of scarlet, all around its hem; with bells of
gold between and around them:

34 a golden bell and a pomegranate, a
goldenbell andapomegranate, around the
hem of the robe.

35 It shall be on Aaron to minister: and
its sound shall be heard when he goes in
to theholyplacebeforeYahweh, andwhen
he comes out, that he not die.

36 “You shall make a plate of pure gold,
and engrave on it, like the engravings of a
signet, ‘HOLY TO YAHWEH.’

37You shall put it on a lace of blue, and it
shall be on the sash. It shall be on the front
of the sash.

38 It shall be on Aaron’s forehead, and
Aaron shall bear the iniquity of the holy
things, which the children of Israel shall
makeholy in all their holy gifts; and it shall
be always on his forehead, that they may
be accepted before Yahweh.

39 You shall weave the tunic with fine
linen. You shall make a turban of fine
linen. You shall make a sash, the work of
the embroiderer.

40 “You shall make tunics for Aaron’s
sons. You shall make sashes for them. You
shall make headbands for them, for glory
and for beauty.

41 You shall put them on Aaron your
brother, and on his sons with him, and
shall anoint them, and consecrate them,
and sanctify them, that they may minister
to me in the priest’s office.

42 You shall make them linen pants to
cover their naked flesh. They shall reach
from the waist even to the thighs.

43 They shall be on Aaron and on his
sons, when they go in to the Tent of Meet-
ing, or when they come near to the altar to
minister in the holy place, that they don’t
bear iniquity, and die. This shall be a
statute forever to him and to his offspring
after him.

29
1 “This is the thing that you shall do to

them tomake them holy, to minister to me
in the priest’s office: take one young bull
and two rams without defect,

2 unleavened bread, unleavened cakes
mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers
anointed with oil. You shall make them of
fine wheat flour.

3You shall put them into one basket, and
bring them in the basket, with the bull and
the two rams.

4 You shall bring Aaron and his sons to
the door of the Tent of Meeting, and shall
wash themwith water.

5 You shall take the garments, and put
on Aaron the tunic, the robe of the ephod,
the ephod, and the breastplate, and clothe
him with the skillfully woven band of the
ephod.

6 You shall set the turban on his head,
and put the holy crown on the turban.

7 Then you shall take the anointing oil,
and pour it on his head, and anoint him.

8You shall bring his sons, and put tunics
on them.

9You shall clothe themwith belts, Aaron
andhis sons, andbindheadbandson them.
They shall have the priesthood by a per-
petual statute. You shall consecrate Aaron
and his sons.

10 “You shall bring the bull before the
Tent of Meeting; and Aaron and his sons
shall lay their hands on the head of the
bull.

11You shall kill thebull beforeYahwehat
the door of the Tent of Meeting.

12 You shall take of the blood of the bull,
and put it on the horns of the altar with
your finger; and you shall pour out all the
blood at the base of the altar.
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13 You shall take all the fat that covers
the innards, the cover of the liver, the two
kidneys, and the fat that is on them, and
burn them on the altar.

14 But the meat of the bull, and its skin,
and its dung, you shall burn with fire out-
side of the camp. It is a sin offering.

15 “You shall also take the one ram, and
Aaron andhis sons shall lay their hands on
the head of the ram.

16 You shall kill the ram, and you shall
take its blood, and sprinkle it around on
the altar.

17 You shall cut the ram into its pieces,
and wash its innards, and its legs, and put
themwith its pieces, and with its head.

18 You shall burn the whole ram on the
altar: it is a burnt offering to Yahweh; it is
a pleasant aroma, an offeringmade by fire
to Yahweh.

19 “You shall take the other ram, and
Aaron andhis sons shall lay their hands on
the head of the ram.

20 Then you shall kill the ram, and take
some of its blood, and put it on the tip of
the right ear of Aaron, and on the tip of the
right ear of his sons, and on the thumb of
their right hand, and on the big toe of their
right foot; and sprinkle the blood around
on the altar.

21 You shall take of the blood that is on
the altar, and of the anointing oil, and
sprinkle it on Aaron, and on his garments,
and on his sons, and on the garments of
his sons with him: and he shall be made
holy, and his garments, and his sons, and
his sons’ garments with him.

22 Also you shall take some of the ram’s
fat, the fat tail, the fat that covers the
innards, the cover of the liver, the two
kidneys, the fat that is on them, and the
right thigh (for it is a ram of consecration),

23andone loaf of bread, one cakeof oiled
bread, and one wafer out of the basket of
unleavened bread that is before Yahweh.

24 You shall put all of this in Aaron’s
hands, and in his sons’ hands, and shall
wave them for awave offering before Yah-
weh.

25You shall take them from their hands,
and burn them on the altar on the burnt
offering, for a pleasant aroma before Yah-

weh: it is an offering made by fire to Yah-
weh.

26 “You shall take the breast of Aaron’s
ram of consecration, and wave it for a
wave offering before Yahweh. It shall be
your portion.

27 You shall sanctify the breast of the
wave offering and the thigh of thewave of-
fering,which iswaved, andwhich is raised
up, of the ramof consecration, even of that
which is for Aaron, and of thatwhich is for
his sons.

28 It shall be for Aaron and his sons as
their portion forever from the children of
Israel; for it is a wave offering. It shall be a
waveoffering fromthechildrenof Israel of
the sacrifices of their peace offerings, even
their wave offering to Yahweh.

29 “The holy garments of Aaron shall be
for his sons after him, to be anointed in
them, and to be consecrated in them.

30 Seven days shall the son who is priest
in his place put them on, when he comes
into the Tent of Meeting to minister in the
holy place.

31“Youshall take theramofconsecration
and boil its meat in a holy place.

32Aaron and his sons shall eat the meat
of the ram, and the bread that is in the
basket, at the door of the Tent of Meeting.

33They shall eat those thingswithwhich
atonement was made, to consecrate and
sanctify them; but a stranger shall not eat
of it, because they are holy.

34 If anything of the meat of the conse-
cration, or of the bread, remains to the
morning, then you shall burn the remain-
der with fire. It shall not be eaten, because
it is holy.

35 “You shall do so to Aaron and to his
sons, according to all that I have com-
manded you. You shall consecrate them
seven days.

36Everydayyou shall offer thebull of sin
offering for atonement. You shall cleanse
the altar when youmake atonement for it.
You shall anoint it, to sanctify it.

37Seven days you shall make atonement
for the altar, and sanctify it; and the altar
shall be most holy. Whatever touches the
altar shall be holy.
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38 “Now this is that which you shall offer
on the altar: two lambs a year old day by
day continually.

39 The one lamb you shall offer in the
morning; and the other lamb you shall
offer at evening;

40 and with the one lamb a tenth part
of an ephah† of fine flour mixed with the
fourth part of a hin‡ of beaten oil, and the
fourth part of a hin of wine for a drink
offering.

41 The other lamb you shall offer at
evening, and shall do to it according to
the meal offering of the morning and ac-
cording to its drink offering, for a pleasant
aroma, an offering made by fire to Yah-
weh.

42 It shall be a continual burnt offering
throughout your generations at thedoorof
the Tent of Meeting before Yahweh, where
I will meet with you, to speak there to you.

43 There I will meet with the children of
Israel; and the place shall be sanctified by
my glory.

44 I will sanctify the Tent of Meeting and
the altar. I will also sanctify Aaron and his
sons tominister tome in the priest’s office.

45 I will dwell among the children of
Israel, and will be their God.

46 They shall know that I am Yahweh
their God, who brought them out of the
land of Egypt, that I might dwell among
them: I am Yahweh their God.

30
1 “You shall make an altar to burn in-

cense on. You shallmake it of acaciawood.
2 Its length shall be a cubit,† and itswidth

a cubit. It shall be square, and its height
shall be twocubits. Itshorns shall beofone
piece with it.

3 You shall overlay it with pure gold, its
top, its sides around it, and its horns; and
you shall make a goldmolding around it.

4 You shall make two golden rings for it
under its molding; on its two ribs, on its
two sides you shall make them; and they

shall be for places for poles with which to
bear it.

5 You shall make the poles of acacia
wood, and overlay themwith gold.

6You shall put it before the veil that is by
the ark of the covenant, before the mercy
seat that is over the covenant, where I will
meet with you.

7 Aaron shall burn incense of sweet
spices on it everymorning. Whenhe tends
the lamps, he shall burn it.

8 When Aaron lights the lamps at
evening, he shall burn it, a perpetual
incense before Yahweh throughout your
generations.

9You shall offer no strange incense on it,
nor burnt offering, nor meal offering; and
you shall pour no drink offering on it.

10 Aaron shall make atonement on its
horns once in the year; with the blood
of the sin offering of atonement once in
the year he shall make atonement for it
throughout your generations. It is most
holy to Yahweh.”

11Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
12 “When you take a census of the chil-

dren of Israel, according to those who are
counted among them, then eachman shall
give a ransom for his soul to Yahwehwhen
you count them, that there be no plague
among themwhen you count them.

13 They shall give this, everyone who
passes over to those who are counted, half
a shekel according to the shekel‡ of the
sanctuary (the shekel is twenty gerahs§);
half a shekel for an offering to Yahweh.

14 Everyone who passes over to those
who are counted, from twenty years old
and upward, shall give the offering to Yah-
weh.

15 The rich shall not give more, and
the poor shall not give less, than the half
shekel,†when theygive theofferingofYah-
weh, to make atonement for your souls.

16 You shall take the atonement money
from the children of Israel, and shall ap-

† 29:40 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 29:40A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons, so a fourth
of a hin is about 1.6 liters. † 30:2A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm,
or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters. ‡ 30:13 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. § 30:13 a gerah
is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7 grains † 30:15 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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point it for the service of the Tent of Meet-
ing; that it may be a memorial for the
children of Israel before Yahweh, to make
atonement for your souls.”

17Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
18“You shall alsomake abasin of bronze,

and its base of bronze, in which to wash.
You shall put it between the Tent of Meet-
ing and the altar, and you shall put water
in it.

19 Aaron and his sons shall wash their
hands and their feet in it.

20When they go into the Tent ofMeeting,
they shall wash with water, that they not
die; or when they come near to the altar to
minister, to burn an offering made by fire
to Yahweh.

21 So they shall wash their hands and
their feet, that they not die. This shall
be a statute forever to them, even to him
and to his descendants throughout their
generations.”

22 Moreover Yahweh spoke to Moses,
saying,

23 “Also take fine spices: of liquidmyrrh,
five hundred shekels;‡ and of fragrant cin-
namon half as much, even two hundred
and fifty; and of fragrant cane, two hun-
dred and fifty;

24 and of cassia five hundred, according
to the shekel of the sanctuary; and a hin§
of olive oil.

25You shall make it into a holy anointing
oil, a perfume compounded after the art of
the perfumer: it shall be a holy anointing
oil.

26 You shall use it to anoint the Tent of
Meeting, the ark of the covenant,

27 the table and all its articles, the lamp
stand and its accessories, the altar of in-
cense,

28 the altar of burnt offering with all its
utensils, and the basin with its base.

29You shall sanctify them, that theymay
be most holy. Whatever touches them
shall be holy.

30 You shall anoint Aaron and his sons,
and sanctify them, that they may minister
to me in the priest’s office.

31 You shall speak to the children of Is-
rael, saying, ‘This shall be a holy anointing
oil to me throughout your generations.

32 It shall not be poured on man’s flesh,
and do not make any like it, according to
its composition. It is holy. It shall be holy
to you.

33 Whoever compounds any like it, or
whoever puts any of it on a stranger, he
shall be cut off from his people.’ ”

34 Yahweh said to Moses, “Take to your-
self sweet spices, gum resin, onycha, and
galbanum: sweet spices with pure frank-
incense. There shall be an equal weight of
each.

35Youshallmake incenseof it, aperfume
after the art of the perfumer, seasoned
with salt, pure and holy.

36 You shall beat some of it very small,
and put some of it before the covenant in
the Tent ofMeeting, where Iwillmeetwith
you. It shall be to youmost holy.

37 You shall not make this incense, ac-
cording to its composition, for yourselves:
it shall be to you holy for Yahweh.

38Whoever shall make any like that, to
smell of it, he shall be cut off from his
people.”

31
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Behold, I have called by name Bezalel

the son of Uri, the son ofHur, of the tribe of
Judah.

3 I have filled himwith the Spirit of God,
in wisdom, and in understanding, and in
knowledge, and in all kinds of workman-
ship,

4 to devise skillfulworks, towork in gold,
and in silver, and in bronze,

5and in cutting of stones for setting, and
in carving of wood, to work in all kinds of
workmanship.

6 Behold, I myself have appointed with
him Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the
tribe ofDan; and in theheart of allwho are
wise-hearted I have put wisdom, that they
maymake all that I have commanded you:

‡ 30:23 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 500 shekels is about 5 kilograms or about 11 pounds.
§ 30:24 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons.
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7 the Tent of Meeting, the ark of the
covenant, the mercy seat that is on it, all
the furniture of the Tent,

8 the table and its vessels, the pure lamp
stand with all its vessels, the altar of in-
cense,

9 the altar of burnt offering with all its
vessels, the basin and its base,

10 the finely worked garments—the holy
garments for Aaron the priest, the gar-
ments of his sons tominister in the priest’s
office—

11 the anointing oil, and the incense of
sweet spices for the holy place: according
to all that I have commanded you they
shall do.”

12Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
13 “Speak also to the children of Israel,

saying, ‘Most certainly you shall keep my
Sabbaths; for it is a sign between me and
you throughout your generations, that you
mayknowthat IamYahwehwhosanctifies
you.

14 You shall keep the Sabbath therefore,
for it is holy to you. Everyone who pro-
fanes it shall surely be put to death; for
whoever does any work therein, that soul
shall be cut off from among his people.

15Six days shallworkbedone, but on the
seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest,
holy to Yahweh. Whoever does any work
on the Sabbath day shall surely be put to
death.

16 Therefore the children of Israel shall
keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath
throughout their generations, for a perpet-
ual covenant.

17 It is a sign between me and the chil-
dren of Israel forever; for in six days
Yahweh made heaven and earth, and on
the seventh day he rested, and was re-
freshed.’ ”

18When he finished speaking with him
on Mount Sinai, he gave Moses the two
tablets of the covenant, stone tablets, writ-
ten with God’s finger.

32
1 When the people saw that Moses de-

layed coming down from the mountain,
the people gathered themselves together
to Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make us

gods, which shall go before us; for as for
thisMoses, themanwhobrought us up out
of the land of Egypt, we don’t know what
has become of him.”

2Aaronsaid to them, “Takeoff thegolden
rings, which are in the ears of your wives,
of your sons, and of your daughters, and
bring them tome.”

3All the people took off the golden rings
which were in their ears, and brought
them to Aaron.

4 He received what they handed him,
fashioned it with an engraving tool,
and made it a molded calf. Then they
said, “These are your gods, Israel, which
brought you up out of the land of Egypt.”

5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar
before it; andAaronmade a proclamation,
and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to
Yahweh.”

6They rose up early on the next day, and
offeredburnt offerings, andbrought peace
offerings; and the people sat down to eat
and to drink, and rose up to play.

7Yahweh spoke toMoses, “Go, get down;
for your people, whom you brought up
out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted
themselves!

8 They have turned away quickly out of
the way which I commanded them. They
have made themselves a molded calf, and
have worshiped it, and have sacrificed to
it, and said, ‘These are your gods, Israel,
which brought you up out of the land of
Egypt.’ ”

9 Yahweh said to Moses, “I have seen
these people, and behold, they are a stiff-
necked people.

10Nowtherefore leavemealone, thatmy
wrathmayburnhot against them, and that
I may consume them; and I will make of
you a great nation.”

11 Moses begged Yahweh his God, and
said, “Yahweh, why does your wrath burn
hot against your people, that you have
brought out of the land of Egypt with great
power andwith amighty hand?

12Why should the Egyptians talk, saying,
‘He brought them out for evil, to kill them
in the mountains, and to consume them
from the surface of the earth’? Turn from
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yourfiercewrath, and turn away from this
evil against your people.

13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Is-
rael, your servants, to whom you swore
by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will
multiply your offspring† as the stars of the
sky, and all this land that I have spoken of
I will give to your offspring, and they shall
inherit it forever.’ ”

14 So Yahweh turned away from the evil
which he said he would do to his people.

15 Moses turned, and went down from
the mountain, with the two tablets of the
covenant in his hand; tablets that were
written on both their sides. They were
written on one side and on the other.

16 The tablets were the work of God,
and the writing was the writing of God,
engraved on the tablets.

17 When Joshua heard the noise of the
people as they shouted, he said to Moses,
“There is the noise of war in the camp.”

18He said, “It isn’t the voice of thosewho
shout for victory. It is not the voice of those
who cry for being overcome; but the noise
of those who sing that I hear.”

19As soon as he came near to the camp,
he saw the calf and the dancing. Then
Moses’ anger grew hot, and he threw the
tablets out of his hands, and broke them
beneath themountain.

20He took the calf which they hadmade,
and burned it with fire, ground it to pow-
der, and scattered it on the water, and
made the children of Israel drink it.

21Moses said to Aaron, “What did these
people do to you, that you have brought a
great sin on them?”

22Aaron said, “Don’t let the anger of my
lord grow hot. You know the people, that
they are set on evil.

23 For they said to me, ‘Make us gods,
which shall go before us. As for thisMoses,
themanwho brought us up out of the land
of Egypt, we don’t know what has become
of him.’

24 I said to them, ‘Whoever has any gold,
let them take it off.’ So they gave it to me;
and I threw it into the fire, and out came
this calf.”

25WhenMoses saw that the peoplewere
out of control, (for Aaron had let them
lose control, causing derision among their
enemies),

26 then Moses stood in the gate of the
camp, and said, “Whoever is on Yahweh’s
side, come tome!”
All the sons of Levi gathered themselves

together to him.
27 He said to them, “Yahweh, the God

of Israel, says, ‘Every man put his sword
on his thigh, and go back and forth from
gate to gate throughout the camp, and ev-
ery man kill his brother, and every man
his companion, and every man his neigh-
bor.’ ”

28 The sons of Levi did according to the
word ofMoses. About three thousandmen
fell of the people that day.

29Moses said, “Consecrate yourselves to-
day to Yahweh, for every man was against
his son and against his brother, that he
may give you a blessing today.”

30 On the next day, Moses said to the
people, “Youhave sinnedagreat sin. Now I
will go up to Yahweh. Perhaps I shallmake
atonement for your sin.”

31Moses returned to Yahweh, and said,
“Oh, this people have sinned a great sin,
and havemade themselves gods of gold.

32Yet now, if you will, forgive their sin—
and if not, please blot me out of your book
which you have written.”

33 Yahweh said to Moses, “Whoever has
sinned againstme, Iwill blot himout ofmy
book.

34Now go, lead the people to the place of
which I have spoken to you. Behold, my
angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in
the day when I punish, I will punish them
for their sin.”

35 Yahweh struck the people, because of
what they did with the calf, which Aaron
made.

33
1Yahweh spoke toMoses, “Depart, go up

from here, you and the people that you
have brought up out of the land of Egypt,
to the land of which I swore to Abraham,

† 32:13 or, seed
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to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it
to your offspring.’

2 I will send an angel before you; and
I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amor-
ite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the
Hivite, and the Jebusite.

3 Go to a land flowing with milk and
honey; but I will not go up among you,
for you are a stiff-necked people, lest I
consume you on the way.”

4When the people heard this evil news,
they mourned; and no one put on his jew-
elry.

5 Yahweh had said to Moses, “Tell the
children of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked
people. If I were to go up among you
for one moment, I would consume you.
Therefore now take off your jewelry from
you, that I may knowwhat to do to you.’ ”

6 The children of Israel stripped them-
selves of their jewelry from Mount Horeb
onward.

7 Now Moses used to take the tent and
pitch it outside the camp, far away from
the camp, and he called it “The Tent of
Meeting.” Everyone who sought Yahweh
went out to the Tent ofMeeting, whichwas
outside the camp.

8 When Moses went out to the Tent, all
the people rose up, and stood, everyone at
their tent door, and watched Moses, until
he had gone into the Tent.

9When Moses entered into the Tent, the
pillar of clouddescended, stoodat thedoor
of the Tent, and Yahweh spokewithMoses.

10 All the people saw the pillar of cloud
stand at the door of the Tent, and all the
people rose up and worshiped, everyone
at their tent door.

11 Yahweh spoke to Moses face to face,
as a man speaks to his friend. He turned
again into the camp, but his servant
Joshua, the sonofNun, ayoungman, didn’t
depart from the Tent.

12 Moses said to Yahweh, “Behold, you
tell me, ‘Bring up this people;’ and you
haven’t let me know whom you will send
withme. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by
name, andyouhavealso found favor inmy
sight.’

13 Now therefore, if I have found favor
in your sight, please show me your way,
now, that I may know you, so that I may
find favor in your sight; and consider that
this nation is your people.”

14Hesaid, “Mypresencewill gowithyou,
and I will give you rest.”

15 Moses said to him, “If your presence
doesn’t go with me, don’t carry us up from
here.

16 For how would people know that I
have found favor in your sight, I and your
people? Isn’t it that you go with us, so that
we are separated, I and your people, from
all the peoplewho are on the surface of the
earth?”

17 Yahweh said to Moses, “I will do this
thing also that you have spoken; for you
have found favor in my sight, and I know
you by name.”

18 Moses said, “Please show me your
glory.”

19He said, “I will make all my goodness
pass before you, and will proclaim Yah-
weh’s name before you. I will be gracious
to whom I will be gracious, and will show
mercy on whom I will showmercy.”

20He said, “You cannot see my face, for
manmay not see me and live.”

21 Yahweh also said, “Behold, there is a
place by me, and you shall stand on the
rock.

22 It will happen, while my glory passes
by, that I will put you in a cleft of the rock,
and will cover you with my hand until I
have passed by;

23 then Iwill takeawaymyhand, andyou
will see my back; but my face shall not be
seen.”

34
1 Yahweh said to Moses, “Chisel two

stone tablets like the first. I will write on
the tablets the words that were on the first
tablets, which you broke.

2 Be ready by the morning, and come
up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and
present yourself there to me on the top of
themountain.

3 No one shall come up with you or be
seen anywhere on the mountain. Do not
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let the flocks or herds graze in front of that
mountain.”

4 He chiseled two tablets of stone like
the first; then Moses rose up early in the
morning, and went up to Mount Sinai, as
Yahweh had commanded him, and took in
his hand two stone tablets.

5 Yahweh descended in the cloud, and
stoodwith him there, and proclaimedYah-
weh’s name.

6Yahwehpassed by before him, andpro-
claimed, “Yahweh! Yahweh, a merciful
and graciousGod, slow to anger, and abun-
dant in loving kindness and truth,

7keeping loving kindness for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and disobedience and
sin; and who will by no means clear the
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
on the children, and on the children’s chil-
dren, on the third and on the fourth gener-
ation.”

8Moses hurried and bowed his head to-
ward the earth, and worshiped.

9 He said, “If now I have found favor
in your sight, Lord, please let the Lord
go among us, even though this is a stiff-
necked people; pardon our iniquity and
our sin, and take us for your inheritance.”

10 He said, “Behold, I make a covenant:
before all your people I will do marvels,
such as have not been worked in all the
earth, nor in any nation; and all the people
amongwhomyou are shall see thework of
Yahweh; for it is an awesome thing that I
do with you.

11 Observe that which I command you
today. Behold, I will drive out before you
the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Hittite, the
Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite.

12 Be careful, lest you make a covenant
with the inhabitants of the landwhere you
are going, lest it be for a snare among you;

13but you shall break down their altars,
and dash in pieces their pillars, and you
shall cut down their Asherah poles;

14 for you shall worship no other god;
for Yahweh, whose name is Jealous, is a
jealous God.

15 “Don’t make a covenant with the in-
habitants of the land, lest they play the
prostitute after their gods, and sacrifice to

their gods, and one call you and you eat of
his sacrifice;

16andyou takeof theirdaughters toyour
sons, and their daughters play the prosti-
tute after their gods, and make your sons
play the prostitute after their gods.

17 “You shall make no cast idols for your-
selves.

18 “You shall keep the feast of unleav-
ened bread. Seven days you shall eat un-
leavened bread, as I commanded you, at
the time appointed in the month Abib; for
in themonth Abib you came out of Egypt.

19 “All that opens the womb is mine; and
all your livestock that ismale, thefirstborn
of cow and sheep.

20 You shall redeem the firstborn of a
donkeywith a lamb. If youwill not redeem
it, then you shall break its neck. You shall
redeem all the firstborn of your sons. No
one shall appear before me empty.

21 “Six days you shall work, but on the
seventhday you shall rest: in plowing time
and in harvest you shall rest.

22 “You shall observe the feast of weeks
with the first fruits of wheat harvest, and
the feast of harvest at the year’s end.

23Three times in the year all your males
shall appear before the Lord Yahweh, the
God of Israel.

24For I will drive out nations before you
and enlarge your borders; neither shall
any man desire your land when you go up
to appear before Yahweh, your God, three
times in the year.

25 “You shall not offer the blood of my
sacrifice with leavened bread. The sacri-
fice of the feast of the Passover shall not be
left to themorning.

26 “You shall bring the first of the first
fruits of your ground to the house of Yah-
weh your God.

“You shall not boil a young goat in its
mother’s milk.”

27 Yahweh said to Moses, “Write these
words; for in accordancewith thesewords
I havemade a covenant with you andwith
Israel.”

28He was there with Yahweh forty days
and forty nights; he neither ate bread, nor
drank water. He wrote on the tablets the
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words of the covenant, the ten command-
ments.

29When Moses came down from Mount
Sinai with the two tablets of the covenant
in Moses’ hand, when he came down from
the mountain, Moses didn’t know that the
skin of his face shone by reason of his
speaking with him.

30 When Aaron and all the children of
Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his
face shone; and they were afraid to come
near him.

31Moses called to them, and Aaron and
all the rulers of the congregation returned
to him; andMoses spoke to them.

32 Afterward all the children of Israel
came near, and he gave them all the com-
mandments that Yahweh had spoken with
him onMount Sinai.

33When Moses was done speaking with
them, he put a veil on his face.

34 But when Moses went in before Yah-
weh to speakwith him, he took the veil off,
until he came out; and he came out, and
spoke to the children of Israel that which
he was commanded.

35The children of Israel sawMoses’ face,
that the skinofMoses’ face shone; soMoses
put the veil on his face again, until hewent
in to speak with him.

35
1Moses assembled all the congregation

of the children of Israel, and said to them,
“These are the words which Yahweh has
commanded, that you should do them.

2 ‘Six days shall work be done, but on the
seventh day there shall be a holy day for
you, a Sabbath of solemn rest to Yahweh:
whoever does anywork in it shall be put to
death.

3 You shall kindle no fire throughout
your habitations on the Sabbath day.’ ”

4Moses spoke to all the congregation of
the children of Israel, saying, “This is the
thing which Yahweh commanded, saying,

5 ‘Take from among you an offering to
Yahweh. Whoever is of a willing heart, let
him bring it as Yahweh’s offering: gold,
silver, bronze,

6 blue, purple, scarlet, fine linen, goats’
hair,

7 rams’ skins dyed red, sea cow hides,
acacia wood,

8oil for the light, spices for the anointing
oil and for the sweet incense,

9onyx stones, and stones to be set for the
ephod and for the breastplate.

10 “ ‘Let every wise-hearted man among
you come, and make all that Yahweh has
commanded:

11 the tabernacle, its outer covering, its
roof, its clasps, its boards, its bars, its pil-
lars, and its sockets;

12 the ark, and its poles, the mercy seat,
the veil of the screen;

13 the table with its poles and all its ves-
sels, and the show bread;

14 the lamp stand also for the light, with
its vessels, its lamps, and the oil for the
light;

15 and the altar of incense with its poles,
the anointing oil, the sweet incense, the
screen for the door, at the door of the
tabernacle;

16 the altar of burnt offering, with its
grating of bronze, its poles, and all its ves-
sels, the basin and its base;

17 the hangings of the court, its pillars,
their sockets, and the screen for the gate of
the court;

18 the pins of the tabernacle, the pins of
the court, and their cords;

19 the finely worked garments for minis-
tering in theholy place—the holy garments
for Aaron the priest, and the garments of
his sons—tominister in thepriest’soffice.’ ”

20 All the congregation of the children
of Israel departed from the presence of
Moses.

21 They came, everyone whose heart
stirred him up, and everyone whom his
spirit madewilling, and brought Yahweh’s
offering for the work of the Tent of Meet-
ing, and for all of its service, and for the
holy garments.

22 They came, both men and women,
as many as were willing-hearted, and
brought brooches, earrings, signet rings,
and armlets, all jewels of gold; even every
man who offered an offering of gold to
Yahweh.



Exodus 35:23 98 Exodus 36:11

23Everyone with whomwas found blue,
purple, scarlet, fine linen, goats’ hair,
rams’ skins dyed red, and sea cow hides,
brought them.

24 Everyone who offered an offering of
silver and bronze brought Yahweh’s offer-
ing; and everyone with whom was found
acacia wood for any work of the service,
brought it.

25All thewomenwhowerewise-hearted
spun with their hands, and brought that
which they had spun: the blue, the purple,
the scarlet, and the fine linen.

26 All the women whose heart stirred
them up in wisdom spun the goats’ hair.

27 The rulers brought the onyx stones
and the stones to be set for the ephod and
for the breastplate;

28with the spice and the oil for the light,
for the anointing oil, and for the sweet
incense.

29 The children of Israel brought a free
will offering to Yahweh; every man and
womanwhose heart made themwilling to
bring for all the work, which Yahweh had
commanded to bemade byMoses.

30 Moses said to the children of Israel,
“Behold, Yahweh has called by nameBeza-
lel the sonofUri, the sonofHur, of the tribe
of Judah.

31Hehasfilledhimwith theSpirit ofGod,
in wisdom, in understanding, in knowl-
edge, and in all kinds of workmanship;

32 and to make skillful works, to work in
gold, in silver, in bronze,

33 in cutting of stones for setting, and in
carving of wood, to work in all kinds of
skillful workmanship.

34 He has put in his heart that he may
teach, both he and Oholiab, the son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan.

35 He has filled them with wisdom of
heart to work all kinds of workmanship,
of the engraver, of the skillful workman,
and of the embroiderer, in blue, in purple,
in scarlet, and in fine linen, and of the
weaver, even of those who do any work-
manship, and of those who make skillful
works.

36
1 “Bezalel and Oholiab shall work with

every wise-hearted man, in whom Yah-
weh has put wisdom and understanding
to know how to do all the work for the
service of the sanctuary, according to all
that Yahweh has commanded.”

2Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab, and
every wise-hearted man, in whose heart
Yahweh had put wisdom, even everyone
whose heart stirred him up to come to the
work to do it.

3 They received from Moses all the of-
fering which the children of Israel had
brought for the work of the service of the
sanctuary, with which to make it. They
kept bringing free will offerings to him
everymorning.

4 All the wise men, who performed all
thework of the sanctuary, each came from
his work which he did.

5They spoke to Moses, saying, “The peo-
ple have brought muchmore than enough
for the service of the work which Yahweh
commanded tomake.”

6Moses gave a commandment, and they
caused it to be proclaimed throughout
the camp, saying, “Let neither man nor
woman make anything else for the offer-
ing for the sanctuary.” So the people were
restrained from bringing.

7 For the stuff they had was sufficient to
do all the work, and toomuch.

8All the wise-hearted men among those
who did the work made the tabernacle
with tencurtainsoffine twined linen, blue,
purple, and scarlet. They made themwith
cherubim, the work of a skillful workman.

9The length of each curtain was twenty-
eight cubits,† and thewidth of each curtain
four cubits. All the curtains had one mea-
sure.

10 He coupled five curtains to one an-
other, and the other five curtains he cou-
pled to one another.

11 He made loops of blue on the edge
of the one curtain from the edge in the
coupling. Likewise he made in the edge
of the curtain that was outermost in the
second coupling.

† 36:9 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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12Hemade fifty loops in the one curtain,
and he made fifty loops in the edge of the
curtain that was in the second coupling.
The loops were opposite to one another.

13He made fifty clasps of gold, and cou-
pled the curtains to one another with the
clasps: so the tabernacle was a unit.

14 He made curtains of goats’ hair for a
covering over the tabernacle. He made
them eleven curtains.

15 The length of each curtain was thirty
cubits, and four cubits the width of each
curtain. The eleven curtains had onemea-
sure.

16 He coupled five curtains by them-
selves, and six curtains by themselves.

17 He made fifty loops on the edge of
the curtain that was outermost in the cou-
pling, and he made fifty loops on the edge
of the curtain which was outermost in the
second coupling.

18He made fifty clasps of bronze to cou-
ple the tent together, that itmight be a unit.

19 He made a covering for the tent of
rams’ skins dyed red, and a covering of sea
cow hides above.

20Hemade the boards for the tabernacle
of acacia wood, standing up.

21 Ten cubits was the length of a board,
and a cubit and a half the width of each
board.

22 Each board had two tenons, joined to
one another. Hemade all the boards of the
tabernacle this way.

23 He made the boards for the taberna-
cle, twenty boards for the south side south-
ward.

24He made forty sockets of silver under
the twenty boards: two sockets under one
board for its two tenons, and two sockets
under another board for its two tenons.

25 For the second side of the tabernacle,
on the north side, he made twenty boards

26 and their forty sockets of silver: two
sockets under one board, and two sockets
under another board.

27For the far part of the tabernaclewest-
ward hemade six boards.

28Hemade twoboards for the corners of
the tabernacle in the far part.

29They were double beneath, and in the
sameway theywere all theway to its top to
one ring. He did this to both of them in the
two corners.

30 There were eight boards and their
sockets of silver, sixteen sockets—under
every board two sockets.

31Hemade bars of acacia wood: five for
the boards of the one side of the taberna-
cle,

32 and five bars for the boards of the
other side of the tabernacle, and five bars
for the boards of the tabernacle for the
hinder part westward.

33 He made the middle bar to pass
through in the middle of the boards from
the one end to the other.

34He overlaid the boards with gold, and
made their rings of gold as places for the
bars, and overlaid the bars with gold.

35Hemade the veil of blue, purple, scar-
let, and fine twined linen, with cherubim.
Hemade it thework of a skillfulworkman.

36 He made four pillars of acacia for it,
and overlaid them with gold. Their hooks
were of gold. He cast four sockets of silver
for them.

37 He made a screen for the door of
the tent, of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine
twined linen, the work of an embroiderer;

38 and the five pillars of it with their
hooks. He overlaid their capitals and their
fillets with gold, and their five sockets
were of bronze.

37
1 Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood.

Its length was two and a half cubits,† and
itswidth a cubit and a half, and a cubit and
a half its height.

2Heoverlaid itwithpure gold inside and
outside, and made a molding of gold for it
around it.

3 He cast four rings of gold for it in its
four feet—two rings on its one side, and
two rings on its other side.

4 He made poles of acacia wood and
overlaid themwith gold.

5 He put the poles into the rings on the
sides of the ark, to bear the ark.

† 37:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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6He made a mercy seat of pure gold. Its
length was two and a half cubits, and a
cubit and a half its width.

7 He made two cherubim of gold. He
made themofbeatenwork, at the twoends
of themercy seat:

8 one cherub at the one end, and one
cherub at the other end. He made the
cherubim of one piecewith themercy seat
at its two ends.

9 The cherubim spread out their wings
above, covering the mercy seat with their
wings, with their faces toward one an-
other. The faces of the cherubim were
toward themercy seat.

10He made the table of acacia wood. Its
length was two cubits, and its width was a
cubit, and its height was a cubit and a half.

11 He overlaid it with pure gold, and
made a goldmolding around it.

12 He made a border of a hand’s width
around it, and made a golden molding on
its border around it.

13Hecast four rings of gold for it, andput
the rings in the four corners that were on
its four feet.

14The ringswere close by the border, the
places for the poles to carry the table.

15Hemade the poles of acaciawood, and
overlaid themwith gold, to carry the table.

16 He made the vessels which were on
the table, its dishes, its spoons, its bowls,
and its pitchers with which to pour out, of
pure gold.

17He made the lamp stand of pure gold.
He made the lamp stand of beaten work.
Its base, its shaft, its cups, its buds, and its
flowers were of one piece with it.

18 There were six branches going out of
its sides: three branches of the lamp stand
out of its one side, and three branches of
the lamp stand out of its other side:

19 three cupsmade likealmondblossoms
in one branch, a bud and a flower, and
three cups made like almond blossoms in
the other branch, a bud and a flower; so
for the six branches going out of the lamp
stand.

20 In the lamp stand were four cups
made like almond blossoms, its buds and
its flowers;

21 and a bud under two branches of
one piece with it, and a bud under two
branches of one piece with it, and a bud
under two branches of one piece with it,
for the six branches going out of it.

22Their buds and their brancheswere of
one piecewith it. Thewhole thingwas one
beaten work of pure gold.

23 He made its seven lamps, and its
snuffers, and its snuff dishes, of pure gold.

24 He made it of a talent‡ of pure gold,
with all its vessels.

25Hemade the altar of incense of acacia
wood. Itwas square: its lengthwas a cubit,
and its width a cubit. Its height was two
cubits. Its horns were of one piece with it.

26He overlaid it with pure gold: its top,
its sides around it, and its horns. He made
a goldmolding around it.

27Hemade two golden rings for it under
its molding crown, on its two ribs, on its
two sides, for places for poles with which
to carry it.

28Hemade the poles of acaciawood, and
overlaid themwith gold.

29Hemade theholy anointingoil and the
pure incense of sweet spices, after the art
of the perfumer.

38
1He made the altar of burnt offering of

acacia wood. It was square. Its length was
five cubits,† its width was five cubits, and
its height was three cubits.

2He made its horns on its four corners.
Its horns were of one piece with it, and he
overlaid it with bronze.

3Hemade all the vessels of the altar: the
pots, the shovels, the basins, the forks, and
the fire pans. He made all its vessels of
bronze.

4Hemade for the altar a grating of a net-
work of bronze, under the ledge around it
beneath, reaching halfway up.

5He cast four rings for the four corners
ofbronzegrating, tobeplaces for thepoles.

‡ 37:24 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces † 38:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of
themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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6Hemade the poles of acacia wood, and
overlaid themwith bronze.

7 He put the poles into the rings on the
sides of the altar, withwhich to carry it. He
made it hollowwith planks.

8 He made the basin of bronze, and its
base of bronze, out of the mirrors of the
ministering womenwhoministered at the
door of the Tent of Meeting.

9He made the court: for the south side
southward the hangings of the court were
of fine twined linen, one hundred cubits;

10 their pillars were twenty, and their
sockets twenty, of bronze; the hooks of the
pillars and their fillets were of silver.

11 For the north side one hundred cu-
bits, their pillars twenty, and their sockets
twenty, of bronze; the hooks of the pillars,
and their fillets, of silver.

12For thewest sidewerehangingsoffifty
cubits, their pillars ten, and their sockets
ten; the hooks of the pillars, and their
fillets, of silver.

13For the east side eastward fifty cubits,
14 the hangings for the one side were

fifteen cubits; their pillars three, and their
sockets three;

15and so for the other side: on this hand
and that hand by the gate of the court
were hangings of fifteen cubits; their pil-
lars three, and their sockets three.

16 All the hangings around the court
were of fine twined linen.

17 The sockets for the pillars were of
bronze. The hooks of the pillars and their
fillets were of silver. Their capitals were
overlaid with silver. All the pillars of the
court had silver bands.

18Thescreen for thegateof thecourtwas
the work of the embroiderer, of blue, pur-
ple, scarlet, and fine twined linen. Twenty
cubitswas the length, and the height along
thewidthwasfive cubits, like thehangings
of the court.

19Their pillarswere four, and their sock-
ets four, of bronze; their hooks of silver,
and the overlaying of their capitals, and
their fillets, of silver.

20 All the pins of the tabernacle, and
around the court, were of bronze.

21 These are the amounts of materials
used for the tabernacle, even the Taberna-
cle of the Testimony, as theywere counted,
according to the commandment of Moses,
for the service of the Levites, by the hand
of Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest.

22 Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur,
of the tribe of Judah,made all that Yahweh
commandedMoses.

23 With him was Oholiab, the son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an en-
graver, and a skillful workman, and an
embroiderer in blue, in purple, in scarlet,
and in fine linen.

24All the gold thatwas used for thework
in all the work of the sanctuary, even the
gold of the offering, was twenty-nine tal-
ents‡ and seven hundred thirty shekels,
according to the shekel§ of the sanctuary.

25 The silver of those who were counted
of the congregation was one hundred tal-
ents† and one thousand seven hundred
seventy-five shekels,‡ according to the
shekel of the sanctuary:

26 a beka§ a head, that is, half a shekel,
according to the shekel† of the sanctuary,
for everyone who passed over to those
who were counted, from twenty years old
and upward, for six hundred three thou-
sand five hundred fifty men.

27 The one hundred talents‡ of silver
were for casting the sockets of the sanctu-
ary and the sockets of the veil: one hun-
dred sockets for the one hundred talents,
one talent per socket.

28 From the one thousand seven hun-
dred seventy-five shekels§ he made hooks
for the pillars, overlaid their capitals, and
made fillets for them.

‡ 38:24 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces. § 38:24 A shekel is about 10 grams or
about 0.32 Troy ounces. † 38:25 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds ‡ 38:25 A shekel is about 10 grams
or about 0.35 ounces. § 38:26 a beka is about 5 grams or about 0.175 ounces † 38:26 A shekel is about 10 grams
or about 0.35 ounces. ‡ 38:27 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds. § 38:28 A shekel is about 10 grams
or about 0.35 ounces, so 1775 shekels is about 17.75 kilograms or about 39 pounds. † 38:29 A talent is about 30
kilograms or 66 pounds ‡ 38:29 70 talents + 2400 shekels is about 2124 kilograms, or 2.124metric tons.
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29Thebronzeof theofferingwas seventy
talents† and two thousand four hundred
shekels.‡

30 With this he made the sockets to the
door of the Tent of Meeting, the bronze al-
tar, the bronze grating for it, all the vessels
of the altar,

31 the sockets around the court, the sock-
ets of the gate of the court, all the pins of
the tabernacle, and all the pins around the
court.

39
1 Of the blue, purple, and scarlet, they

made finely worked garments for minis-
tering in the holy place, and made the
holy garments for Aaron, as Yahweh com-
mandedMoses.

2He made the ephod of gold, blue, pur-
ple, scarlet, and fine twined linen.

3They beat the gold into thin plates, and
cut it intowires, towork it inwith the blue,
the purple, the scarlet, and the fine linen,
the work of the skillful workman.

4 They made shoulder straps for it,
joined together. It was joined together at
the two ends.

5 The skillfully woven band that was on
it, with which to fasten it on, was of the
same piece, like its work: of gold, of blue,
purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen, as
Yahweh commandedMoses.

6Theyworked the onyx stones, enclosed
in settings of gold, engraved with the
engravings of a signet, according to the
names of the children of Israel.

7He put them on the shoulder straps of
the ephod, to be stones ofmemorial for the
children of Israel, as Yahweh commanded
Moses.

8 He made the breastplate, the work of
a skillful workman, like the work of the
ephod: of gold, of blue, purple, scarlet, and
fine twined linen.

9 It was square. They made the breast-
plate double. Its length was a span,† and
its width a span, being double.

10 They set in it four rows of stones. A
row of ruby, topaz, and beryl was the first
row;

11 and the second row, a turquoise, a
sapphire,‡ and an emerald;

12 and the third row, a jacinth, an agate,
and an amethyst;

13 and the fourth row, a chrysolite, an
onyx, and a jasper. They were enclosed in
gold settings.

14 The stones were according to the
names of the children of Israel, twelve,
according to their names; like the engrav-
ings of a signet, everyone according to his
name, for the twelve tribes.

15 They made on the breastplate chains
like cords, of braided work of pure gold.

16 They made two settings of gold, and
twogold rings, andput the tworingson the
two ends of the breastplate.

17 They put the two braided chains of
gold in the two rings at the ends of the
breastplate.

18The other two ends of the two braided
chains theyputon the twosettings, andput
them on the shoulder straps of the ephod,
in its front.

19 They made two rings of gold, and put
themon the twoendsof thebreastplate, on
its edge, which was toward the side of the
ephod inward.

20Theymade twomore ringsof gold, and
put them on the two shoulder straps of the
ephod underneath, in its front, close by its
coupling, above the skillfully woven band
of the ephod.

21Theybound thebreastplateby its rings
to the rings of the ephodwitha laceof blue,
that it might be on the skillfully woven
bandof the ephod, and that thebreastplate
might not come loose from the ephod, as
Yahweh commandedMoses.

22 He made the robe of the ephod of
wovenwork, all of blue.

23The opening of the robe in the middle
of it was like the opening of a coat of mail,
with a binding around its opening, that it
should not be torn.

24 They made on the skirts of the robe
pomegranates of blue, purple, scarlet, and
twined linen.

† 39:9 A span is the length from the tip of a man’s thumb to the tip of his little finger when his hand is stretched out
(about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.) ‡ 39:11 or, lapis lazuli
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25 They made bells of pure gold, and
put the bells between the pomegranates
around the skirts of the robe, between the
pomegranates;

26 a bell and a pomegranate, a bell
and a pomegranate, around the skirts of
the robe, to minister in, as Yahweh com-
mandedMoses.

27 They made the tunics of fine linen of
wovenwork for Aaron and for his sons,

28 the turban of fine linen, the linen
headbands of fine linen, the linen trousers
of fine twined linen,

29 the sash of fine twined linen, blue,
purple, and scarlet, the work of the em-
broiderer, as Yahweh commandedMoses.

30Theymade the plate of the holy crown
ofpuregold, andwroteon it an inscription,
like the engravings of a signet: “HOLY TO
YAHWEH”.

31 They tied to it a lace of blue, to fasten
it on the turban above, as Yahweh com-
mandedMoses.

32 Thus all the work of the tabernacle
of the Tent of Meeting was finished. The
children of Israel did according to all that
Yahweh commandedMoses; so they did.

33They brought the tabernacle toMoses:
the tent, with all its furniture, its clasps, its
boards, its bars, its pillars, its sockets,

34 the covering of rams’ skins dyed red,
the covering of sea cow hides, the veil of
the screen,

35 the ark of the covenant with its poles,
the mercy seat,

36 the table, all its vessels, the show
bread,

37 the pure lamp stand, its lamps, even
the lamps to be set in order, all its vessels,
the oil for the light,

38 the golden altar, the anointing oil, the
sweet incense, the screen for the door of
the Tent,

39 the bronze altar, its grating of bronze,
its poles, all of its vessels, the basin and its
base,

40 the hangings of the court, its pillars, its
sockets, the screen for the gate of the court,
its cords, itspins, andall the instrumentsof
the service of the tabernacle, for the Tent
of Meeting,

41 the finely worked garments for minis-
tering in the holy place, the holy garments
for Aaron the priest, and the garments of
his sons, to minister in the priest’s office.

42 According to all that Yahweh com-
manded Moses, so the children of Israel
did all the work.

43 Moses saw all the work, and behold,
they had done it as Yahweh had com-
manded. They had done so; and Moses
blessed them.

40
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “On the first day of the first month you

shall raise up the tabernacle of the Tent of
Meeting.

3 You shall put the ark of the covenant
in it, and you shall screen the ark with the
veil.

4 You shall bring in the table, and set in
order the things that are on it. You shall
bring in the lampstand, and light its lamps.

5 You shall set the golden altar for in-
cense before the ark of the covenant, and
put the screen of the door to the taberna-
cle.

6 “You shall set the altar of burnt offering
before the door of the tabernacle of the
Tent of Meeting.

7You shall set thebasinbetween theTent
of Meeting and the altar, and shall put
water therein.

8You shall set up the court around it, and
hang up the screen of the gate of the court.

9 “You shall take the anointing oil, and
anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it,
and shallmake it holy, and all its furniture,
and it will be holy.

10 You shall anoint the altar of burnt
offering, with all its vessels, and sanctify
the altar, and the altar will be most holy.

11You shall anoint the basin and its base,
and sanctify it.

12 “You shall bring Aaron and his sons to
the door of the Tent of Meeting, and shall
wash themwith water.

13 You shall put on Aaron the holy gar-
ments; and you shall anoint him, and sanc-
tify him, that he mayminister to me in the
priest’s office.
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14You shall bringhis sons, andput tunics
on them.

15You shall anoint them, as youanointed
their father, that they may minister to me
in the priest’s office. Their anointing shall
be to them for an everlasting priesthood
throughout their generations.”

16 Moses did so. According to all that
Yahweh commanded him, so he did.

17 In the first month in the second year,
on the first day of the month, the taberna-
cle was raised up.

18 Moses raised up the tabernacle, and
laid its sockets, and set up its boards, and
put in its bars, and raised up its pillars.

19He spread the covering over the tent,
andput the roof of the tabernacle aboveon
it, as Yahweh commandedMoses.

20He took and put the covenant into the
ark, and set the poles on the ark, and put
themercy seat above on the ark.

21 He brought the ark into the taberna-
cle, and set up the veil of the screen, and
screened the ark of the covenant, as Yah-
weh commandedMoses.

22Heput the table in the Tent ofMeeting,
on thenorth side of the tabernacle, outside
of the veil.

23He set the bread in order on it before
Yahweh, as Yahweh commandedMoses.

24 He put the lamp stand in the Tent of
Meeting, opposite the table, on the south
side of the tabernacle.

25 He lit the lamps before Yahweh, as
Yahweh commandedMoses.

26He put the golden altar in the Tent of
Meeting before the veil;

27and he burned incense of sweet spices
on it, as Yahweh commandedMoses.

28He put up the screen of the door to the
tabernacle.

29 He set the altar of burnt offering at
the door of the tabernacle of the Tent of
Meeting, and offered on it the burnt of-
fering and the meal offering, as Yahweh
commandedMoses.

30 He set the basin between the Tent
of Meeting and the altar, and put water
therein, with which to wash.

31 Moses, Aaron, and his sons washed
their hands and their feet there.

32When theywent into the Tent ofMeet-
ing, and when they came near to the al-

tar, they washed, as Yahweh commanded
Moses.

33 He raised up the court around the
tabernacle and the altar, and set up the
screen of the gate of the court. So Moses
finished the work.

34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of
Meeting, and Yahweh’s glory filled the
tabernacle.

35 Moses wasn’t able to enter into the
Tent of Meeting, because the cloud stayed
on it, and Yahweh’s glory filled the taber-
nacle.

36 When the cloud was taken up from
over the tabernacle, the children of Israel
went onward, throughout all their jour-
neys;

37 but if the cloud wasn’t taken up, then
they didn’t travel until the day that it was
taken up.

38 For the cloud of Yahweh was on the
tabernacle byday, and therewasfire in the
cloud by night, in the sight of all the house
of Israel, throughout all their journeys.
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The Third Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Leviticus

1 Yahweh† called to Moses, and spoke to
him from the Tent of Meeting, saying,

2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and
tell them, ‘When anyone of you offers an
offering to Yahweh, you shall offer your
offering of the livestock, from theherdand
from the flock.

3 “ ‘If his offering is a burnt offering from
the herd, he shall offer a male without
defect. He shall offer it at the door of the
Tent of Meeting, that he may be accepted
before Yahweh.

4He shall lay his hand on the head of the
burnt offering, and it shall be accepted for
him tomake atonement for him.

5 He shall kill the bull before Yahweh.
Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall present the
blood and sprinkle the blood around on
the altar that is at the door of the Tent of
Meeting.

6He shall skin the burnt offering and cut
it into pieces.

7 The sons of Aaron the priest shall put
fire on the altar, and lay wood in order on
the fire;

8 and Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall lay
thepieces, thehead, and the fat in order on
the wood that is on the fire which is on the
altar;

9 but he shall wash its innards and its
legs with water. The priest shall burn all
of it on the altar, for a burnt offering, an
offering made by fire, of a pleasant aroma
to Yahweh.

10 “ ‘If his offering is from the flock, from
the sheep or from the goats, for a burnt of-
fering, he shall offer amalewithout defect.

11 He shall kill it on the north side of
the altar before Yahweh. Aaron’s sons, the
priests, shall sprinkle its blood around on
the altar.

12He shall cut it into its pieces, with its
head and its fat. The priest shall lay them
in order on the wood that is on the fire
which is on the altar,

13 but the innards and the legs he shall
wash with water. The priest shall offer
the whole, and burn it on the altar. It is a
burnt offering, an offeringmade by fire, of
a pleasant aroma to Yahweh.

14 “ ‘If his offering to Yahweh is a burnt
offering of birds, then he shall offer his
offering from turtledoves or of young pi-
geons.

15 The priest shall bring it to the altar,
and wring off its head, and burn it on the
altar; and its blood shall be drained out on
the side of the altar;

16 and he shall take away its crop and its
feathers, and cast it beside the altar on the
east part, in the place of the ashes.

17He shall tear it by its wings, but shall
not divide it apart. The priest shall burn it
on the altar, on thewood that is on the fire.
It is a burnt offering, an offering made by
fire, of a pleasant aroma to Yahweh.

2
1 “ ‘When anyone offers an offering of a

meal offering to Yahweh, his offering shall
be of fine flour. He shall pour oil on it, and
put frankincense on it.

2 He shall bring it to Aaron’s sons, the
priests. He shall take his handful of its fine
flour, and of its oil, with all its frankin-
cense, and the priest shall burn its memo-
rial on the altar, an offering made by fire,
of a pleasant aroma to Yahweh.

3 That which is left of the meal offering
shall be Aaron’s and his sons’. It is a most
holy part of the offerings of Yahweh made
by fire.

4 “ ‘When you offer an offering of a meal
offering baked in the oven, it shall be un-
leavened cakes of fineflourmixedwith oil,
or unleavened wafers anointed with oil.

5 If your offering is ameal offeringmade
on a griddle, it shall be of unleavened fine
flour, mixed with oil.

6Youshall cut it inpieces, andpouroil on
it. It is a meal offering.

7 If your offering is ameal offering of the
pan, it shall be made of fine flour with oil.

8You shall bring themeal offering that is
made of these things to Yahweh. It shall be

† 1:1 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations.
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presented to the priest, and he shall bring
it to the altar.

9 The priest shall take from the meal
offering its memorial, and shall burn it on
the altar, an offering made by fire, of a
pleasant aroma to Yahweh.

10 That which is left of the meal offering
shall be Aaron’s and his sons’. It is a most
holy part of the offerings of Yahweh made
by fire.

11 “ ‘No meal offering which you shall
offer to Yahweh shall be made with yeast;
for you shall burn no yeast, nor any honey,
as an offeringmade by fire to Yahweh.

12 As an offering of first fruits you shall
offer them to Yahweh, but they shall not
rise up as a pleasant aroma on the altar.

13 Every offering of your meal offering
you shall seasonwith salt. You shall not al-
low the salt of the covenant of yourGod† to
be lacking from your meal offering. With
all your offerings you shall offer salt.

14 “ ‘If you offer a meal offering of first
fruits to Yahweh, you shall offer for the
meal offering of your first fruits fresh
heads of grain parched with fire and
crushed.

15You shall put oil on it and lay frankin-
cense on it. It is a meal offering.

16 The priest shall burn as its memorial
part of its crushed grain and part of its oil,
along with all its frankincense. It is an
offeringmade by fire to Yahweh.

3
1 “ ‘If his offering is a sacrifice of peace

offerings, if he offers it from the herd,
whether male or female, he shall offer it
without defect before Yahweh.

2He shall lay his hand on the head of his
offering, and kill it at the door of the Tent
of Meeting. Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall
sprinkle the blood around on the altar.

3He shall offer of the sacrifice of peace
offerings an offering made by fire to Yah-
weh. The fat that covers the innards, and
all the fat that is on the innards,

4 and the two kidneys, and the fat that
is on them, which is by the loins, and the

cover on the liver, with the kidneys, he
shall take away.

5 Aaron’s sons shall burn it on the altar
on theburnt offering,which is on thewood
that is on the fire: it is an offeringmade by
fire, of a pleasant aroma to Yahweh.

6 “ ‘If his offering for a sacrifice of peace
offerings to Yahweh is from the flock, ei-
ther male or female, he shall offer it with-
out defect.

7 If he offers a lamb for his offering, then
he shall offer it before Yahweh;

8 and he shall lay his hand on the head
of his offering, and kill it before the Tent
of Meeting. Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle its
blood around on the altar.

9 He shall offer from the sacrifice of
peace offerings an offeringmade by fire to
Yahweh; its fat, the entire tail fat, he shall
take away close to the backbone; and the
fat that covers the entrails, and all the fat
that is on the entrails,

10 and the two kidneys, and the fat that
is on them, which is by the loins, and the
cover on the liver, with the kidneys, he
shall take away.

11The priest shall burn it on the altar: it
is the food of the offering made by fire to
Yahweh.

12 “ ‘If his offering is a goat, then he shall
offer it before Yahweh.

13 He shall lay his hand on its head,
and kill it before the Tent of Meeting; and
the sons of Aaron shall sprinkle its blood
around on the altar.

14 He shall offer from it as his offering,
an offeringmade by fire to Yahweh; the fat
that covers the innards, and all the fat that
is on the innards,

15 and the two kidneys, and the fat that
is on them, which is by the loins, and the
cover on the liver, with the kidneys, he
shall take away.

16 The priest shall burn them on the al-
tar: it is the food of the offering made by
fire, for a pleasant aroma; all the fat is
Yahweh’s.

17 “ ‘It shall be a perpetual statute
throughout your generations in all your
dwellings, that you shall eat neither fat nor
blood.’ ”

† 2:13 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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4
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,

‘If anyone sins unintentionally, in any of
the things which Yahweh has commanded
not to be done, and does any one of them,

3 if the anointed priest sins so as to bring
guilt on the people, then let him offer for
his sin which he has sinned a young bull
withoutdefect toYahweh fora sinoffering.

4 He shall bring the bull to the door of
the Tent ofMeeting before Yahweh; andhe
shall lay his hand on the head of the bull,
and kill the bull before Yahweh.

5 The anointed priest shall take some of
the blood of the bull, and bring it to the
Tent of Meeting.

6 The priest shall dip his finger in the
blood, and sprinkle some of the blood
seven timesbeforeYahweh, before theveil
of the sanctuary.

7 The priest shall put some of the blood
on the horns of the altar of sweet incense
before Yahweh, which is in the Tent of
Meeting; and he shall pour out the rest of
the blood of the bull at the base of the altar
of burnt offering, which is at the door of
the Tent of Meeting.

8 He shall take all the fat of the bull of
the sin offering from it: the fat that covers
the innards, and all the fat that is on the
innards,

9 and the two kidneys, and the fat that
is on them, which is by the loins, and the
cover on the liver, with the kidneys, he
shall remove,

10 as it is removed from the bull of the
sacrifice of peace offerings. The priest
shall burn themon the altar of burnt offer-
ing.

11 He shall carry the bull’s skin, all its
meat, with its head, and with its legs, its
innards, and its dung

12 —all the rest of the bull—outside of
the camp to a clean place where the ashes
are poured out, and burn it on wood with
fire. It shall be burnedwhere the ashes are
poured out.

13 “ ‘If the whole congregation of Israel
sins, and the thing is hidden from the eyes
of the assembly, and they have done any of

the things which Yahweh has commanded
not to be done, and are guilty;

14 when the sin in which they have
sinned is known, then the assembly shall
offer a young bull for a sin offering, and
bring it before the Tent of Meeting.

15 The elders of the congregation shall
lay their hands on the head of the bull
before Yahweh; and the bull shall be killed
before Yahweh.

16 The anointed priest shall bring some
of the blood of the bull to the Tent of Meet-
ing.

17 The priest shall dip his finger in the
blood and sprinkle it seven times before
Yahweh, before the veil.

18He shall put some of the blood on the
horns of the altar which is before Yahweh,
that is in the Tent of Meeting; and the rest
of the blood he shall pour out at the base of
the altar of burnt offering, which is at the
door of the Tent of Meeting.

19 All its fat he shall take from it, and
burn it on the altar.

20 He shall do this with the bull; as he
did with the bull of the sin offering, so
he shall do with this; and the priest shall
make atonement for them, and they shall
be forgiven.

21 He shall carry the bull outside the
camp, and burn it as he burned the first
bull. It is the sin offering for the assembly.

22 “ ‘When a ruler sins, and unwittingly
does any one of all the things which Yah-
weh his God has commanded not to be
done, and is guilty,

23 if his sin in which he has sinned is
made known to him, he shall bring as his
offering a goat, a male without defect.

24Heshall layhis handon theheadof the
goat, and kill it in the place where they kill
the burnt offering before Yahweh. It is a
sin offering.

25The priest shall take some of the blood
of the sin offeringwithhis finger, andput it
on the horns of the altar of burnt offering.
He shall pour out the rest of its blood at the
base of the altar of burnt offering.

26All its fat he shall burnon the altar, like
the fat of the sacrifice of peace offerings;
and the priest shall make atonement for
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him concerning his sin, and he will be
forgiven.

27 “ ‘If anyone of the common people
sins unwittingly, in doing any of the things
which Yahweh has commanded not to be
done, and is guilty,

28 if his sin which he has sinned is made
known to him, then he shall bring for his
offeringagoat, a femalewithoutdefect, for
his sin which he has sinned.

29Heshall layhis handon theheadof the
sin offering, and kill the sin offering in the
place of burnt offering.

30 The priest shall take some of its blood
with his finger, and put it on the horns of
the altar of burnt offering; and the rest of
its bloodhe shall pour out at thebase of the
altar.

31All its fat he shall take away, like the fat
is taken away from the sacrifice of peace
offerings; and the priest shall burn it on
the altar for a pleasant aroma to Yahweh;
and the priest shall make atonement for
him, and he will be forgiven.

32 “ ‘If he brings a lamb as his offering
for a sin offering, he shall bring a female
without defect.

33Heshall layhis handon theheadof the
sin offering, and kill it for a sin offering in
the place where they kill the burnt offer-
ing.

34The priest shall take some of the blood
of the sin offeringwithhis finger, andput it
on the horns of the altar of burnt offering;
andall therestof itsbloodheshallpourout
at the base of the altar.

35He shall remove all its fat, like the fat
of the lamb is removed from the sacrifice
of peace offerings. The priest shall burn
them on the altar, on the offerings of Yah-
weh made by fire. The priest shall make
atonement for him concerning his sin that
he has sinned, and he will be forgiven.

5
1 “ ‘If anyone sins, in that he hears a

public adjuration to testify, he being a wit-
ness, whether he has seen or known, if
he doesn’t report it, then he shall bear his
iniquity.

2 “ ‘Or if anyone touches any unclean
thing, whether it is the carcass of an un-
clean animal, or the carcass of unclean
livestock, or the carcass of unclean creep-
ing things, and it is hidden from him, and
he is unclean, then he shall be guilty.

3 “ ‘Or if he touches the uncleanness of
man, whatever his uncleanness is with
which he is unclean, and it is hidden from
him; when he knows of it, then he shall be
guilty.

4 “ ‘Or if anyone swears rashly with his
lips to do evil or to do good—whatever it is
that amanmight utter rashlywith anoath,
and it is hidden fromhim—whenhe knows
of it, then he will be guilty of one of these.

5 It shall be, when he is guilty of one of
these, he shall confess that inwhich he has
sinned;

6and he shall bring his trespass offering
to Yahweh for his sinwhich he has sinned:
a female from the flock, a lamb or a goat,
for a sin offering; and the priest shallmake
atonement for him concerning his sin.

7 “ ‘If he can’t afford a lamb, then he
shall bring his trespass offering for that
in which he has sinned, two turtledoves,
or two young pigeons, to Yahweh; one for
a sin offering, and the other for a burnt
offering.

8He shall bring them to the priest, who
shall first offer the one which is for the sin
offering. He shall wring off its head from
its neck, but shall not sever it completely.

9He shall sprinkle some of the blood of
the sin offering on the side of the altar; and
the rest of the blood shall be drained out at
the base of the altar. It is a sin offering.

10 He shall offer the second for a burnt
offering, according to the ordinance; and
the priest shall make atonement for him
concerning his sin which he has sinned,
and he shall be forgiven.

11 “ ‘But if he can’t afford two turtledoves
or two young pigeons, then he shall bring
as his offering for that in which he has
sinned, one tenth of an ephah† of fineflour
for a sin offering. He shall put no oil on it,
andhe shall not put any frankincenseon it,
for it is a sin offering.

† 5:11 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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12He shall bring it to the priest, and the
priest shall take his handful of it as the
memorial portion, and burn it on the altar,
on the offerings of Yahwehmade by fire. It
is a sin offering.

13 The priest shall make atonement for
him concerning his sin that he has sinned
in any of these things, and he will be for-
given; and the rest shall be the priest’s, as
themeal offering.’ ”

14Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
15 “If anyone commits a trespass, and

sins unwittingly regarding Yahweh’s holy
things, then he shall bring his trespass
offering to Yahweh: a ram without defect
from the flock, according to your estima-
tion in silver by shekels, according to the
shekel‡ of the sanctuary, for a trespass
offering.

16 He shall make restitution for that
which he has done wrong regarding the
holy thing, and shall add a fifth part to
it, and give it to the priest; and the priest
shall make atonement for him with the
ramof the trespass offering, and hewill be
forgiven.

17 “If anyone sins, doing any of the things
which Yahweh has commanded not to be
done, though he didn’t know it, he is still
guilty, and shall bear his iniquity.

18 He shall bring a ram without defect
fromof theflock, according toyourestima-
tion, for a trespass offering, to the priest;
and the priest shall make atonement for
him concerning the thing in which he
sinned and didn’t know it, and he will be
forgiven.

19 It is a trespass offering. He is certainly
guilty before Yahweh.”

6
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “If anyone sins, and commits a trespass

against Yahweh, and deals falsely with his
neighbor in a matter of deposit, or of bar-
gain, or of robbery, or has oppressed his
neighbor,

3 or has found that which was lost, and
lied about it, and swearing to a lie—in any

of these things that a man sins in his ac-
tions—

4 then it shall be, if he has sinned, and
is guilty, he shall restore that which he
took by robbery, or the thing which he has
gotten by oppression, or the deposit which
was committed to him, or the lost thing
which he found,

5or any thing about which he has sworn
falsely: he shall restore it in full, and shall
add a fifth part more to it. He shall return
it to him to whom it belongs in the day of
his being found guilty.

6 He shall bring his trespass offering to
Yahweh: a ram without defect from the
flock, according to your estimation, for a
trespass offering, to the priest.

7 The priest shall make atonement for
him before Yahweh, and he will be for-
given concerning whatever he does to be-
come guilty.”

8Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
9 “Command Aaron and his sons, saying,

‘This is the law of the burnt offering: the
burnt offering shall beon thehearthon the
altar all night until the morning; and the
fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it.

10 The priest shall put on his linen gar-
ment, andhe shall putonhis linen trousers
upon his body; and he shall remove the
ashes from where the fire has consumed
the burnt offering on the altar, andhe shall
put them beside the altar.

11He shall take off his garments, and put
on other garments, and carry the ashes
outside the camp to a clean place.

12Thefireon thealtar shall bekeptburn-
ing on it, it shall not go out; and the priest
shall burn wood on it every morning. He
shall lay the burnt offering in order upon
it, and shall burn on it the fat of the peace
offerings.

13Fire shall be kept burning on the altar
continually; it shall not go out.

14 “ ‘This is the law of the meal offering:
the sons of Aaron shall offer it before Yah-
weh, before the altar.

15He shall take from there his handful of
the fine flour of the meal offering, and of
its oil, and all the frankincensewhich is on

‡ 5:15 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.



Leviticus 6:16 110 Leviticus 7:12

the meal offering, and shall burn it on the
altar for a pleasant aroma, as itsmemorial
portion, to Yahweh.

16 That which is left of it Aaron and his
sons shall eat. It shall be eaten without
yeast in aholy place. They shall eat it in the
court of the Tent of Meeting.

17 It shall not be bakedwith yeast. I have
given it as their portion of my offerings
made by fire. It is most holy, as are the sin
offering and the trespass offering.

18 Every male among the children of
Aaron shall eat of it, as their portion for-
ever throughout your generations, from
the offerings of Yahweh made by fire.
Whoever touches them shall be holy.’ ”

19Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
20“This is theofferingofAaronandofhis

sons, which they shall offer to Yahweh in
the day when he is anointed: one tenth of
an ephah† of fine flour for a meal offering
perpetually, half of it in the morning, and
half of it in the evening.

21 It shall be made with oil in a griddle.
When it is soaked, you shall bring it in.
You shall offer the meal offering in baked
pieces for a pleasant aroma to Yahweh.

22 The anointed priest that will be in his
place fromamonghis sons shall offer it. By
a statute forever, it shall be wholly burned
to Yahweh.

23Everymeal offering of a priest shall be
wholly burned. It shall not be eaten.”

24Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
25 “Speak to Aaron and to his sons, say-

ing, ‘This is the law of the sin offering: in
theplacewhere theburntoffering iskilled,
the sin offering shall be killed before Yah-
weh. It is most holy.

26Thepriestwhooffers it for sin shall eat
it. It shall be eaten in a holy place, in the
court of the Tent of Meeting.

27 Whatever shall touch its flesh shall
be holy. When there is any of its blood
sprinkled on a garment, you shall wash
that on which it was sprinkled in a holy
place.

28 But the earthen vessel in which it is
boiled shall be broken; and if it is boiled

in a bronze vessel, it shall be scoured, and
rinsed in water.

29Everymale among the priests shall eat
of it. It is most holy.

30 No sin offering, of which any of the
blood is brought into the Tent of Meeting
tomake atonement in the Holy Place, shall
be eaten. It shall be burned with fire.

7
1 “ ‘This is the law of the trespass offer-

ing: It is most holy.
2 In the place where they kill the burnt

offering, he shall kill the trespass offering;
and its blood he shall sprinkle around on
the altar.

3He shall offer all of its fat: the fat tail,
and the fat that covers the innards,

4andhe shall take away the twokidneys,
and the fat that is on them, which is by the
loins, and the cover on the liver, with the
kidneys;

5and thepriest shall burn themon theal-
tar for an offeringmade by fire to Yahweh:
it is a trespass offering.

6 Every male among the priests may eat
of it. It shall be eaten in a holy place. It is
most holy.

7“ ‘As is the sinoffering, so is the trespass
offering; there is one law for them. The
priest who makes atonement with them
shall have it.

8 The priest who offers any man’s burnt
offering shall have for himself the skin of
the burnt offering which he has offered.

9Everymeal offering that is baked in the
oven, and all that is prepared in the pan
andon thegriddle, shall be thepriest’swho
offers it.

10Everymeal offering, mixedwith oil or
dry, belongs to all the sons of Aaron, one as
well as another.

11 “ ‘This is the law of the sacrifice of
peace offerings, which one shall offer to
Yahweh:

12 If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then
he shall offer with the sacrifice of thanks-
giving unleavened cakes mixed with oil,
and unleavened wafers anointed with oil,
and cakes mixed with oil.

† 6:20 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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13 He shall offer his offering with the
sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanks-
giving with cakes of leavened bread.

14 Of it he shall offer one out of each
offering for a heave offering to Yahweh.
It shall be the priest’s who sprinkles the
blood of the peace offerings.

15 The flesh of the sacrifice of his peace
offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten
on the day of his offering. He shall not
leave any of it until the morning.

16 “ ‘But if the sacrifice of his offering is
a vow, or a free will offering, it shall be
eatenon theday that heoffershis sacrifice.
On the next daywhat remains of it shall be
eaten,

17 but what remains of the meat of the
sacrifice on the third day shall be burned
with fire.

18 If any of themeat of the sacrifice of his
peace offerings is eaten on the third day,
it will not be accepted, and it shall not be
credited to him who offers it. It will be an
abomination, and the soul who eats any of
it will bear his iniquity.

19 “ ‘The meat that touches any unclean
thing shall not be eaten. It shall be burned
with fire. As for themeat, everyonewho is
cleanmay eat it;

20but the soulwhoeats of themeat of the
sacrifice of peace offerings that belongs to
Yahweh, having his uncleanness on him,
that soul shall be cut off from his people.

21 When anyone touches any unclean
thing, the uncleanness of man, or an un-
clean animal, or any unclean abomina-
tion, and eats some of the meat of the
sacrifice of peace offerings which belong
to Yahweh, that soul shall be cut off from
his people.’ ”

22Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
23“Speak to the childrenof Israel, saying,

‘You shall eat no fat, of bull, or sheep, or
goat.

24The fat of that which dies of itself, and
the fat of thatwhich is tornof animals,may
be used for any other service, but you shall
in no way eat of it.

25For whoever eats the fat of the animal
which men offer as an offering made by
fire to Yahweh, even the soul who eats it
shall be cut off from his people.

26 You shall not eat any blood, whether
it is of bird or of animal, in any of your
dwellings.

27Whoever it is who eats any blood, that
soul shall be cut off from his people.’ ”

28Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
29“Speak to the childrenof Israel, saying,

‘Hewho offers the sacrifice of his peace of-
ferings to Yahweh shall bring his offering
to Yahweh out of the sacrifice of his peace
offerings.

30 With his own hands he shall bring
the offerings of Yahweh made by fire. He
shall bring the fat with the breast, that the
breast may be waved for a wave offering
before Yahweh.

31 The priest shall burn the fat on the
altar, but the breast shall be Aaron’s and
his sons’.

32 The right thigh you shall give to the
priest for a heave offering out of the sacri-
fices of your peace offerings.

33 He among the sons of Aaron who of-
fers the blood of the peace offerings, and
the fat, shall have the right thigh for a
portion.

34 For the waved breast and the heaved
thigh I have taken from the children of
Israel out of the sacrifices of their peace
offerings, and have given them to Aaron
the priest and to his sons as their portion
forever from the children of Israel.’ ”

35 This is the consecrated portion of
Aaron, and the consecrated portion of his
sons, out of the offerings of Yahweh made
by fire, in the daywhenhe presented them
tominister to Yahweh in the priest’s office;

36 which Yahweh commanded to be
given them of the children of Israel, in the
day that he anointed them. It is their por-
tion forever throughout their generations.

37 This is the law of the burnt offering,
themeal offering, the sin offering, the tres-
pass offering, the consecration, and the
sacrifice of peace offerings

38which Yahweh commanded Moses in
Mount Sinai in theday thathe commanded
the children of Israel to offer their offer-
ings to Yahweh, in the wilderness of Sinai.
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8
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2“TakeAaronandhis sonswithhim, and

the garments, and the anointing oil, and
the bull of the sin offering, and the two
rams, and the basket of unleavened bread;

3 and assemble all the congregation at
the door of the Tent of Meeting.”

4Moses did as Yahweh commandedhim;
and the congregationwasassembledat the
door of the Tent of Meeting.

5Moses said to the congregation, “This is
the thing which Yahweh has commanded
to be done.”

6Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and
washed themwith water.

7He put the tunic on him, tied the sash
on him, clothed himwith the robe, put the
ephodonhim, andhe tied the skillfullywo-
venbandof theephodonhimand fastened
it to himwith it.

8 He placed the breastplate on him. He
put the Urim and Thummim in the breast-
plate.

9 He set the turban on his head. He
set the golden plate, the holy crown, on
the front of the turban, as Yahweh com-
mandedMoses.

10 Moses took the anointing oil, and
anointed the tabernacle and all thatwas in
it, and sanctified them.

11 He sprinkled it on the altar seven
times, and anointed the altar and all its
vessels, and the basin and its base, to sanc-
tify them.

12 He poured some of the anointing oil
on Aaron’s head, and anointed him, to
sanctify him.

13 Moses brought Aaron’s sons, and
clothed them with tunics, and tied sashes
on them, and put headbands on them, as
Yahweh commandedMoses.

14He brought the bull of the sin offering,
andAaron andhis sons laid their hands on
the head of the bull of the sin offering.

15He killed it; andMoses took the blood,
and put it around on the horns of the altar
with his finger, and purified the altar, and
poured out the blood at the base of the
altar, and sanctified it, to make atonement
for it.

16 He took all the fat that was on the
innards, and the cover of the liver, and

the two kidneys, and their fat; and Moses
burned it on the altar.

17But the bull, and its skin, and its meat,
and its dung, he burned with fire outside
the camp, as Yahweh commandedMoses.

18 He presented the ram of the burnt
offering. Aaron and his sons laid their
hands on the head of the ram.

19 He killed it; and Moses sprinkled the
blood around on the altar.

20 He cut the ram into its pieces; and
Moses burned the head, and the pieces,
and the fat.

21 He washed the innards and the legs
with water; and Moses burned the whole
ramon the altar. Itwas a burnt offering for
a pleasant aroma. It was an offering made
by fire to Yahweh, as Yahweh commanded
Moses.

22Hepresented theother ram, the ramof
consecration. Aaronandhis sons laid their
hands on the head of the ram.

23Hekilled it; andMoses took some of its
blood, and put it on the tip of Aaron’s right
ear, and on the thumb of his right hand,
and on the great toe of his right foot.

24 He brought Aaron’s sons; and Moses
put some of the blood on the tip of their
right ear, and on the thumb of their
right hand, and on the great toe of their
right foot; and Moses sprinkled the blood
around on the altar.

25He took the fat, the fat tail, all the fat
that was on the innards, the cover of the
liver, the two kidneys and their fat, and the
right thigh;

26 and out of the basket of unleavened
bread thatwasbeforeYahweh, he tookone
unleavened cake, one cake of oiled bread,
and one wafer, and placed them on the fat
and on the right thigh.

27He put all these in Aaron’s hands and
in his sons’ hands, and waved them for a
wave offering before Yahweh.

28 Moses took them from their hands,
and burned them on the altar on the burnt
offering. They were a consecration offer-
ing for apleasant aroma. Itwasanoffering
made by fire to Yahweh.

29 Moses took the breast, and waved it
for a wave offering before Yahweh. It was
Moses’ portion of the ram of consecration,
as Yahweh commandedMoses.
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30Moses took some of the anointing oil,
and some of the blood which was on the
altar, and sprinkled it on Aaron, on his
garments, and onhis sons, and onhis sons’
garments with him, and sanctified Aaron,
his garments, and his sons, and his sons’
garments with him.

31 Moses said to Aaron and to his sons,
“Boil the meat at the door of the Tent of
Meeting, and there eat it and the bread
that is in the basket of consecration, as I
commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons
shall eat it.’

32What remains of the meat and of the
bread you shall burn with fire.

33 You shall not go out from the door of
the Tent of Meeting for seven days, until
the days of your consecration are fulfilled:
for he shall consecrate you seven days.

34What has been done today, so Yahweh
has commanded to do, tomake atonement
for you.

35 You shall stay at the door of the Tent
of Meeting day and night seven days, and
keep Yahweh’s command, that you don’t
die: for so I am commanded.”

36 Aaron and his sons did all the things
which Yahweh commanded byMoses.

9
1On the eighth day, Moses called Aaron

and his sons, and the elders of Israel;
2 and he said to Aaron, “Take a calf from

the herd for a sin offering, and a ram for
a burnt offering, without defect, and offer
them before Yahweh.

3You shall speak to the childrenof Israel,
saying, ‘Take amale goat for a sin offering;
and a calf and a lamb, both a year old,
without defect, for a burnt offering;

4 and a bull and a ram for peace offer-
ings, to sacrifice before Yahweh; and a
meal offering mixed with oil: for today
Yahweh appears to you.’ ”

5They brought whatMoses commanded
before the Tent of Meeting. All the con-
gregation camenear and stoodbeforeYah-
weh.

6 Moses said, “This is the thing which
Yahweh commanded that you should do;
and Yahweh’s glory shall appear to you.”

7Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the
altar, and offer your sin offering, and your
burnt offering, and make atonement for
yourself, and for the people; and offer the
offering of the people, and make atone-
ment for them, as Yahweh commanded.”

8 So Aaron came near to the altar, and
killed the calf of the sin offering, which
was for himself.

9 The sons of Aaron presented the blood
to him; and he dipped his finger in the
blood, and put it on the horns of the altar,
and poured out the blood at the base of the
altar;

10 but the fat, and the kidneys, and the
cover from the liver of the sin offering, he
burned upon the altar, as Yahweh com-
mandedMoses.

11Themeat and the skin he burnedwith
fire outside the camp.

12 He killed the burnt offering; and
Aaron’s sons delivered the blood to him,
and he sprinkled it around on the altar.

13 They delivered the burnt offering to
him, piece by piece, and the head. He
burned them upon the altar.

14 He washed the innards and the legs,
and burned them on the burnt offering on
the altar.

15 He presented the people’s offering,
and took the goat of the sin offering which
was for the people, and killed it, and of-
fered it for sin, like the first.

16He presented the burnt offering, and
offered it according to the ordinance.

17 He presented the meal offering, and
filled his hand from there, and burned it
upon the altar, in addition to the burnt
offering of themorning.

18He also killed the bull and the ram, the
sacrifice of peace offerings, which was for
the people. Aaron’s sons delivered to him
the blood, which he sprinkled around on
the altar;

19 and the fat of the bull and of the ram,
the fat tail, and that which covers the in-
nards, and the kidneys, and the cover of
the liver;

20 and they put the fat upon the breasts,
and he burned the fat on the altar.

21Aaronwaved the breasts and the right
thigh for a wave offering before Yahweh,
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as Moses commanded.
22 Aaron lifted up his hands toward the

people, and blessed them; and he came
down from offering the sin offering, and
theburnt offering, and thepeaceofferings.

23 Moses and Aaron went into the Tent
of Meeting, and came out, and blessed the
people; andYahweh’s glory appeared to all
the people.

24 Fire came out from before Yahweh,
and consumed the burnt offering and the
fat upon the altar. When all the people saw
it, they shouted, and fell on their faces.

10
1 Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron,

each took his censer, and put fire in it,
and laid incense on it, and offered strange
fire before Yahweh,whichhehadnot com-
manded them.

2 Fire came out from before Yahweh,
and devoured them, and they died before
Yahweh.

3ThenMoses said toAaron, “This iswhat
Yahweh spoke of, saying,
‘I will showmyself holy to thosewho come

nearme,
and before all the people I will be glo-
rified.’ ”

Aaron held his peace.
4MosescalledMishaelandElzaphan, the

sons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said
to them, “Draw near, carry your broth-
ers from before the sanctuary out of the
camp.”

5So they came near, and carried them in
their tunics out of the camp, as Moses had
said.

6Moses said toAaron, and toEleazar and
to Ithamar, his sons, “Don’t let the hair of
your heads go loose, and don’t tear your
clothes, so that youdon’t die, and so that he
will not beangrywithall the congregation;
but let your brothers, the whole house of
Israel, bewail the burning which Yahweh
has kindled.

7 You shall not go out from the door of
the Tent of Meeting, lest you die; for the
anointing oil of Yahweh is on you.” They
did according to the word of Moses.

8Then Yahweh said to Aaron,

9 “You and your sons are not to drink
wine or strongdrinkwhenever you go into
the Tent of Meeting, or you will die. This
shall be a statute forever throughout your
generations.

10You are tomake a distinction between
theholyand thecommon, andbetween the
unclean and the clean.

11 You are to teach the children of Israel
all the statutes which Yahweh has spoken
to them byMoses.”

12Moses spoke to Aaron, and to Eleazar
and to Ithamar, his sons who were left,
“Take themeal offering that remains of the
offerings of Yahweh made by fire, and eat
it without yeast beside the altar; for it is
most holy;

13 and you shall eat it in a holy place,
because it is your portion, and your sons’
portion, of the offerings of Yahweh made
by fire; for so I am commanded.

14 The waved breast and the heaved
thigh you shall eat in a clean place, you,
and your sons, and your daughters with
you: for they are given as your portion,
andyour sons’portion, out of the sacrifices
of the peace offerings of the children of
Israel.

15They shall bring the heaved thigh and
the waved breast with the offerings made
byfireof the fat, towave it for awaveoffer-
ing before Yahweh. It shall be yours, and
your sons’ with you, as a portion forever,
as Yahweh has commanded.”

16 Moses diligently inquired about the
goat of the sin offering, and, behold,† itwas
burned. He was angry with Eleazar and
with Ithamar, the sons of Aaron who were
left, saying,

17 “Why haven’t you eaten the sin offer-
ing in the place of the sanctuary, since it
is most holy, and he has given it to you to
bear the iniquity of the congregation, to
makeatonement for thembeforeYahweh?

18Behold, its blood was not brought into
the inner part of the sanctuary. You cer-
tainly should have eaten it in the sanctu-
ary, as I commanded.”

19Aaron spoke to Moses, “Behold, today
they have offered their sin offering and

† 10:16 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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their burnt offering before Yahweh; and
such things as these have happened tome.
If I had eaten the sin offering today, would
it have been pleasing in Yahweh’s sight?”

20When Moses heard that, it was pleas-
ing in his sight.

11
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying to them,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,

‘These are the living thingswhich youmay
eat among all the animals that are on the
earth.

3Whatever parts the hoof, and is cloven-
footed, and chews the cud among the ani-
mals, that youmay eat.

4 “ ‘Nevertheless these you shall not eat
of those that chew the cud, or of thosewho
part the hoof: the camel, because it chews
the cud but doesn’t have a parted hoof, is
unclean to you.

5 The hyrax,† because it chews the cud
but doesn’t have a parted hoof, is unclean
to you.

6The hare, because it chews the cud but
doesn’t have a parted hoof, is unclean to
you.

7The pig, because it has a split hoof, and
is cloven-footed, but doesn’t chew the cud,
is unclean to you.

8 You shall not eat their meat. You shall
not touch their carcasses. They are un-
clean to you.

9“ ‘Youmayeat of all these that are in the
waters: whatever hasfins and scales in the
waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, that
youmay eat.

10 All that don’t have fins and scales in
the seas and rivers, all that move in the
waters, andall the living creatures that are
in the waters, they are an abomination to
you,

11 and you shall detest them. You shall
not eat of their meat, and you shall detest
their carcasses.

12Whatever has no fins nor scales in the
waters is an abomination to you.

13 “ ‘You shall detest these among the
birds; they shall not be eaten because they

are anabomination: the eagle, the vulture,
the black vulture,

14 the red kite, any kind of black kite,
15any kind of raven,
16 the horned owl, the screech owl, the

gull, any kind of hawk,
17 the little owl, the cormorant, the great

owl,
18 the white owl, the desert owl, the os-

prey,
19 the stork, any kind of heron, the

hoopoe, and the bat.
20 “ ‘All flying insects that walk on all

fours are an abomination to you.
21 Yet you may eat these: of all winged

creeping things that go on all fours, which
have long, jointed legs for hopping on the
earth.

22 Even of these you may eat: any kind
of locust, any kind of katydid, any kind of
cricket, and any kind of grasshopper.

23 But all winged creeping things which
have four feet are an abomination to you.

24 “ ‘By these you will become unclean:
whoever touches their carcass shall be un-
clean until the evening.

25Whoever carries any part of their car-
cass shall wash his clothes, and be unclean
until the evening.

26 “ ‘Every animal which has a split hoof
that isn’t completely divided, or doesn’t
chew the cud, is unclean to you. Everyone
who touches them shall be unclean.

27 Whatever goes on its paws, among
all animals that go on all fours, they are
unclean to you. Whoever touches their
carcass shall be unclean until the evening.

28 He who carries their carcass shall
wash his clothes, and be unclean until the
evening. They are unclean to you.

29 “ ‘These are theywhich are unclean to
you among the creeping things that creep
on the earth: the weasel, the rat, any kind
of great lizard,

30 the gecko, and the monitor lizard, the
wall lizard, the skink, and the chameleon.

31 These are they which are unclean
to you among all that creep. Whoever
touches themwhen they are dead shall be
unclean until the evening.

† 11:5 or rock badger, or cony
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32 Anything they fall on when they are
dead shall be unclean; whether it is any
vessel ofwood, or clothing, or skin, or sack,
whatever vessel it is, withwhich anywork
is done, it must be put into water, and it
shall be unclean until the evening. Then it
will be clean.

33 Every earthen vessel into which any
of them falls and all that is in it shall be
unclean. You shall break it.

34All food which may be eaten which is
soaked inwater shall be unclean. All drink
that may be drunk in every such vessel
shall be unclean.

35 Everything whereupon part of their
carcass falls shall be unclean; whether
oven, or range for pots, it shall be broken
in pieces. They are unclean, and shall be
unclean to you.

36 Nevertheless a spring or a cistern in
whichwater is gathered shall be clean, but
that which touches their carcass shall be
unclean.

37 If part of their carcass falls on any
sowing seedwhich is to be sown, it is clean.

38But ifwater is put on the seed, andpart
of their carcass falls on it, it is unclean to
you.

39 “ ‘If any animal of which you may eat
dies, he who touches its carcass shall be
unclean until the evening.

40He who eats of its carcass shall wash
his clothes, and be unclean until the
evening. He also who carries its carcass
shall wash his clothes, and be unclean un-
til the evening.

41 “ ‘Every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth is an abomination. It shall not be
eaten.

42Whatever goes on its belly, and what-
ever goes on all fours, or whatever has
many feet, even all creeping things that
creep on the earth, them you shall not eat;
for they are an abomination.

43 You shall not make yourselves abom-
inablewith any creeping thing that creeps.
You shall not make yourselves unclean
with them, that you should be defiled by
them.

44 For I am Yahweh your God. Sanctify
yourselves therefore, and be holy; for I am
holy. You shall not defile yourselves with

any kind of creeping thing that moves on
the earth.

45 For I am Yahweh who brought you up
out of the land of Egypt, to be your God.
You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.

46 “ ‘This is the law of the animal, and of
the bird, and of every living creature that
moves in thewaters, and of every creature
that creeps on the earth,

47 to make a distinction between the un-
cleanand theclean, andbetween the living
thing that may be eaten and the living
thing that may not be eaten.’ ”

12
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, say-

ing, ‘If a woman conceives, and bears a
male child, then she shall beunclean seven
days; as in the days of her monthly period
she shall be unclean.

3 In the eighth day the flesh of his fore-
skin shall be circumcised.

4 She shall continue in the blood of pu-
rification thirty-three days. She shall not
touch any holy thing, nor come into the
sanctuary, until the days of her purifying
are completed.

5 But if she bears a female child, then
she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her
period; and she shall continue in the blood
of purification sixty-six days.

6 “ ‘When the days of her purification
are completed for a son or for a daughter,
she shall bring to the priest at the door of
the Tent of Meeting, a year old lamb for
a burnt offering, and a young pigeon or a
turtledove, for a sin offering.

7 He shall offer it before Yahweh, and
make atonement for her; then she shall be
cleansed from the fountain of her blood.

“ ‘This is the law for her who bears,
whether amale or a female.

8 If she cannot afford a lamb, then she
shall take two turtledoves or two young
pigeons: the one for a burnt offering, and
the other for a sin offering. The priest shall
make atonement for her, and she shall be
clean.’ ”

13
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying,
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2 “When a man shall have a swelling in
his body’s skin, or a scab, or a bright spot,
and it becomes in the skin of his body the
plague of leprosy, then he shall be brought
toAaron thepriest or to one of his sons, the
priests.

3 The priest shall examine the plague
in the skin of the body. If the hair in
the plague has turned white, and the ap-
pearance of the plague is deeper than the
body’s skin, it is the plague of leprosy;
so the priest shall examine him and pro-
nounce him unclean.

4 If the bright spot is white in the skin of
his body, and its appearance isn’t deeper
than the skin, and its hair hasn’t turned
white, then the priest shall isolate the in-
fected person for seven days.

5 The priest shall examine him on the
seventh day. Behold, if in his eyes the
plague is arrested and the plague hasn’t
spread in the skin, then the priest shall
isolate him for sevenmore days.

6 The priest shall examine him again on
the seventh day. Behold, if the plague has
faded and the plague hasn’t spread in the
skin, then the priest shall pronounce him
clean. It is a scab. He shall wash his
clothes, and be clean.

7But if the scab spreads on the skin after
he has shown himself to the priest for his
cleansing, he shall show himself to the
priest again.

8 The priest shall examine him; and be-
hold, if the scab has spread on the skin,
then the priest shall pronounce him un-
clean. It is leprosy.

9 “When the plague of leprosy is in a
man, thenhe shall be brought to the priest;

10 and the priest shall examine him. Be-
hold, if there is awhite swelling in the skin,
and it has turned the hair white, and there
is raw flesh in the swelling,

11 it is a chronic leprosy in the skin of his
body, and the priest shall pronounce him
unclean. He shall not isolate him, for he is
already unclean.

12 “If the leprosy breaks out all over the
skin, and the leprosy covers all the skin of
the infected person from his head even to
his feet, as far as it appears to the priest,

13 then the priest shall examine him.
Behold, if the leprosy has covered all his
flesh, he shall pronounce him clean of the
plague. It has all turned white: he is clean.

14 But whenever raw flesh appears in
him, he shall be unclean.

15Thepriest shall examine the rawflesh,
andpronounce himunclean: the rawflesh
is unclean. It is leprosy.

16Or if the raw flesh turns again, and is
changed towhite, thenhe shall come to the
priest.

17The priest shall examine him. Behold,
if the plague has turned white, then the
priest shall pronounce him clean of the
plague. He is clean.

18 “When the body has a boil on its skin,
and it has healed,

19 and in the place of the boil there is a
white swelling, or a bright spot, reddish-
white, then it shall be shown to the priest.

20 The priest shall examine it. Behold, if
its appearance is deeper than the skin, and
its hair has turned white, then the priest
shall pronounce him unclean. It is the
plague of leprosy. It has broken out in the
boil.

21 But if the priest examines it, and be-
hold, there are no white hairs in it, and it
isn’t deeper than the skin, but is dim, then
the priest shall isolate him seven days.

22 If it spreads in the skin, then the
priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is
a plague.

23But if the bright spot stays in its place,
and hasn’t spread, it is the scar from the
boil; and the priest shall pronounce him
clean.

24 “Or when the body has a burn from
fire on its skin, and the raw flesh of
the burn becomes a bright spot, reddish-
white, or white,

25 then the priest shall examine it; and
behold, if the hair in the bright spot has
turnedwhite, and its appearance is deeper
than the skin, it is leprosy. It has broken
out in the burning, and the priest shall
pronounce him unclean. It is the plague of
leprosy.

26 But if the priest examines it, and be-
hold, there is no white hair in the bright
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spot, and it isn’t deeper than the skin, but
has faded, then the priest shall isolate him
seven days.

27 The priest shall examine him on the
seventh day. If it has spread in the skin,
then the priest shall pronounce him un-
clean. It is the plague of leprosy.

28 If the bright spot stays in its place, and
hasn’t spread in the skin, but is faded, it is
the swelling from the burn, and the priest
shall pronouncehimclean, for it is the scar
from the burn.

29 “When a man or woman has a plague
on the head or on the beard,

30 then the priest shall examine the
plague; and behold, if its appearance is
deeper than the skin, and the hair in it
is yellow and thin, then the priest shall
pronounce him unclean. It is an itch. It is
leprosy of the head or of the beard.

31 If the priest examines the plague of
itching, and behold, its appearance isn’t
deeper than the skin, and there is no black
hair in it, then the priest shall isolate the
person infected with itching seven days.

32 On the seventh day the priest shall
examine the plague; and behold, if the itch
hasn’t spread, and there is no yellow hair
in it, and the appearance of the itch isn’t
deeper than the skin,

33 then he shall be shaved, but he shall
not shave the itch. Then thepriest shall iso-
late the one who has the itch seven more
days.

34 On the seventh day, the priest shall
examine the itch; and behold, if the itch
hasn’t spread in the skin, and its appear-
ance isn’t deeper than the skin, then the
priest shall pronounce him clean. He shall
wash his clothes and be clean.

35But if the itch spreads in the skin after
his cleansing,

36 then the priest shall examinehim; and
behold, if the itch has spread in the skin,
thepriest shall not look for the yellowhair;
he is unclean.

37 But if in his eyes the itch is arrested
and black hair has grown in it, then the
itch is healed. He is clean. The priest shall
pronounce him clean.

38 “When a man or a woman has bright
spots in the skin of the body, even white
bright spots,

39 then the priest shall examine them.
Behold, if the bright spots on the skin of
their body are a dull white, it is a harmless
rash. It has broken out in the skin. He is
clean.

40 “If a man’s hair has fallen from his
head, he is bald. He is clean.

41 If his hair has fallen off from the front
part of his head, his forehead is bald. He is
clean.

42 But if a reddish-white plague is in the
baldheador thebald forehead, it is leprosy
breaking out in his bald head or his bald
forehead.

43 Then the priest shall examine him.
Behold, if the swelling of the plague is
reddish-white in his bald head, or in his
bald forehead, like the appearance of lep-
rosy in the skin of the body,

44 he is a leprous man. He is unclean.
The priest shall surely pronounce him un-
clean. His plague is on his head.

45 “The leper inwhom the plague is shall
wear torn clothes, and the hair of his head
shall hang loose. He shall cover his upper
lip, and shall cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’

46 All the days in which the plague is in
him he shall be unclean. He is unclean.
He shall dwell alone. His dwelling shall be
outside of the camp.

47 “The garment also that the plague of
leprosy is in, whether it is a woolen gar-
ment, or a linen garment;

48 whether it is in warp or woof;† of
linen or of wool; whether in leather, or in
anythingmade of leather;

49 if the plague is greenish or reddish in
the garment, or in the leather, or in the
warp, or in the woof, or in anything made
of leather; it is the plague of leprosy, and
shall be shown to the priest.

50 The priest shall examine the plague,
and isolate the plague seven days.

51 He shall examine the plague on the
seventhday. If theplaguehas spread in the
garment, either in thewarp, or in thewoof,
or in the skin,whateveruse the skin isused

† 13:48warp andwoof are the vertical and horizontal threads in woven cloth
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for, the plague is a destructivemildew. It is
unclean.

52 He shall burn the garment, whether
the warp or the woof, in wool or in linen,
or anything of leather, in which the plague
is, for it is a destructive mildew. It shall be
burned in the fire.

53 “If the priest examines it, and behold,
the plague hasn’t spread in the garment,
either in the warp, or in the woof, or in
anything of skin;

54 then the priest shall command that
they wash the thing that the plague is in,
and he shall isolate it sevenmore days.

55 Then the priest shall examine it, after
the plague is washed; and behold, if the
plague hasn’t changed its color, and the
plague hasn’t spread, it is unclean; you
shall burn it in the fire. It is a mildewed
spot, whether the bareness is inside or
outside.

56 If the priest looks, and behold, the
plaguehas fadedafter it iswashed, thenhe
shall tear it out of thegarment, or out of the
skin, or out of thewarp, or out of thewoof;

57and if it appears again in the garment,
either in the warp, or in the woof, or in
anything of skin, it is spreading. You shall
burn what the plague is in with fire.

58 The garment, either the warp, or the
woof, orwhatever thing of skin it is, which
you shall wash, if the plague has departed
from them, then it shall be washed the
second time, and it will be clean.”

59This is the law of the plague ofmildew
in a garment of wool or linen, either in the
warp, or the woof, or in anything of skin,
to pronounce it clean, or to pronounce it
unclean.

14
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “This shall be the law of the leper in the

day of his cleansing: He shall be brought to
the priest,

3 and the priest shall go out of the camp.
The priest shall examine him. Behold, if
the plague of leprosy is healed in the leper,

4 then the priest shall command them
to take for him who is to be cleansed two

living cleanbirds, cedarwood, scarlet, and
hyssop.

5 The priest shall command them to kill
one of the birds in an earthen vessel over
running water.

6As for the livingbird, he shall take it, the
cedar wood, the scarlet, and the hyssop,
and shall dip them and the living bird in
the blood of the bird that was killed over
the running water.

7 He shall sprinkle on him who is to be
cleansed fromthe leprosyseven times, and
shall pronounce him clean, and shall let
the living bird go into the open field.

8 “He who is to be cleansed shall wash
his clothes, and shave off all his hair,
and bathe himself in water; and he shall
be clean. After that he shall come into
the camp, but shall dwell outside his tent
seven days.

9 It shall be on the seventh day, that he
shall shave all his hair off his head and his
beard andhis eyebrows. He shall shave off
all his hair. He shall wash his clothes, and
he shall bathe his body in water. Then he
shall be clean.

10 “On the eighth day he shall take two
male lambs without defect, one ewe lamb
a year old without defect, three tenths of
an ephah† of fine flour for a meal offering,
mixed with oil, and one log‡ of oil.

11 The priest who cleanses him shall set
the man who is to be cleansed, and those
things, before Yahweh, at the door of the
Tent of Meeting.

12 “The priest shall take one of the male
lambs, and offer him for a trespass offer-
ing, with the log of oil, and wave them for
a wave offering before Yahweh.

13He shall kill themale lamb in the place
where they kill the sin offering and the
burnt offering, in the place of the sanctu-
ary; for as the sin offering is the priest’s, so
is the trespass offering. It is most holy.

14The priest shall take some of the blood
of the trespassoffering, and thepriest shall
put it on the tip of the right ear of himwho
is to be cleansed, and on the thumb of his
right hand, and on the big toe of his right
foot.

† 14:10 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 14:10 a log is a liquid measure of about 300 ml or 10
ounces
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15The priest shall take some of the log of
oil, andpour it into the palmof his own left
hand.

16 The priest shall dip his right finger in
the oil that is in his left hand, and shall
sprinkle some of the oil with his finger
seven times before Yahweh.

17The priest shall put some of the rest of
the oil that is in his hand on the tip of the
right ear of himwho is to be cleansed, and
on the thumb of his right hand, and on the
big toe of his right foot, upon the blood of
the trespass offering.

18The rest of the oil that is in the priest’s
hand he shall put on the head of him who
is to be cleansed, and the priest shall make
atonement for him before Yahweh.

19 “The priest shall offer the sin offering,
and make atonement for him who is to
be cleansed because of his uncleanness.
Afterward he shall kill the burnt offering;

20 then the priest shall offer the burnt
offering and themeal offering on the altar.
The priest shall make atonement for him,
and he shall be clean.

21 “If he is poor, and can’t afford somuch,
then he shall take one male lamb for a
trespass offering to be waved, to make
atonement for him, and one tenth of an
ephah§ of fine flour mixed with oil for a
meal offering, and a log† of oil;

22 and two turtledoves, or two young pi-
geons, such as he is able to afford; and the
one shall be a sin offering, and the other a
burnt offering.

23 “On the eighth day he shall bring them
for his cleansing to the priest, to the door
of the Tent of Meeting, before Yahweh.

24 The priest shall take the lamb of the
trespass offering, and the log of oil, and the
priest shall wave them for a wave offering
before Yahweh.

25 He shall kill the lamb of the trespass
offering. The priest shall take some of the
blood of the trespass offering and put it on
the tip of the right ear of him who is to
be cleansed, and on the thumb of his right
hand, and on the big toe of his right foot.

26 The priest shall pour some of the oil
into the palm of his own left hand;

27 and the priest shall sprinkle with his
right finger some of the oil that is in his left
hand seven times before Yahweh.

28 Then the priest shall put some of the
oil that is in his hand on the tip of the right
earofhimwho is tobe cleansed, andon the
thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe
of his right foot, on the place of the blood
of the trespass offering.

29The rest of the oil that is in the priest’s
handhe shall put on theheadofhimwho is
to be cleansed, tomake atonement for him
before Yahweh.

30Heshall offeroneof the turtledoves, or
of the young pigeons, which ever he is able
to afford,

31of the kind he is able to afford, the one
for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt
offering, with themeal offering. The priest
shall make atonement for himwho is to be
cleansed before Yahweh.”

32This is the law for him in whom is the
plague of leprosy, who is not able to afford
the sacrifice for his cleansing.

33Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron,
saying,

34 “When you have come into the land
of Canaan, which I give to you for a pos-
session, and I put a spreading mildew in a
house in the land of your possession,

35 then he who owns the house shall
come and tell the priest, saying, ‘There
seems tometobesomesortofplague in the
house.’

36 The priest shall command that they
empty the house, before the priest goes in
to examine the plague, that all that is in the
housenot bemadeunclean. Afterward the
priest shall go in to inspect the house.

37He shall examine the plague; and be-
hold, if the plague is in the walls of the
house with hollow streaks, greenish or
reddish, and it appears to be deeper than
the wall,

38 then thepriest shall gooutof thehouse
to the door of the house, and shut up the
house seven days.

39 The priest shall come again on the
seventh day, and look. If the plague has
spread in the walls of the house,

§ 14:21 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 14:21 a log is a liquid measure of about 300 ml or 10
ounces
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40 then the priest shall command that
they take out the stones in which is the
plague, and cast them into an unclean
place outside of the city.

41He shall cause the inside of the house
to be scraped all over. They shall pour out
themortar that they scraped off outside of
the city into an unclean place.

42 They shall take other stones, and put
them in the place of those stones; and he
shall take other mortar, and shall plaster
the house.

43 “If the plague comes again, andbreaks
out in the house after he has taken out the
stones, and after he has scraped the house,
and after it was plastered,

44 then the priest shall come in and look;
and behold, if the plague has spread in
the house, it is a destructive mildew in the
house. It is unclean.

45 He shall break down the house, its
stones, and its timber, and all the house’s
mortar. He shall carry them out of the city
into an unclean place.

46 “Moreover hewho goes into the house
while it is shutup shall beuncleanuntil the
evening.

47 He who lies down in the house shall
wash his clothes; and he who eats in the
house shall wash his clothes.

48 “If the priest shall come in, and exam-
ine it, andbehold, the plaguehasn’t spread
in thehouse, after thehousewasplastered,
then the priest shall pronounce the house
clean, because the plague is healed.

49To cleanse the house he shall take two
birds, cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop.

50 He shall kill one of the birds in an
earthen vessel over running water.

51He shall take the cedar wood, the hys-
sop, the scarlet, and the livingbird, anddip
them in the blood of the slain bird, and in
the running water, and sprinkle the house
seven times.

52 He shall cleanse the house with the
blood of the bird, and with the running
water, with the living bird, with the cedar
wood, with the hyssop, and with the scar-
let;

53 but he shall let the living bird go out
of the city into the open field. So shall he

make atonement for the house; and it shall
be clean.”

54 This is the law for any plague of lep-
rosy, and for an itch,

55 and for the destructive mildew of a
garment, and for a house,

56 and for a swelling, and for a scab, and
for a bright spot;

57 to teach when it is unclean, and when
it is clean.
This is the law of leprosy.

15
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and

tell them, ‘When any man has a discharge
from his body, because of his discharge he
is unclean.

3 This shall be his uncleanness in his
discharge: whether his body runs with his
discharge, or his body has stopped from
his discharge, it is his uncleanness.

4 “ ‘Every bed on which he who has the
discharge lies shall be unclean; and every-
thing he sits on shall be unclean.

5Whoever toucheshisbedshallwashhis
clothes, and bathe himself inwater, and be
unclean until the evening.

6He who sits on anything on which the
man who has the discharge sat shall wash
his clothes, and bathe himself in water,
and be unclean until the evening.

7 “ ‘Hewho touches the body of himwho
has the discharge shall wash his clothes,
and bathe himself in water, and be un-
clean until the evening.

8 “ ‘If he who has the discharge spits on
him who is clean, then he shall wash his
clothes, and bathe himself inwater, and be
unclean until the evening.

9 “ ‘Whatever saddle he who has the dis-
charge rides on shall be unclean.

10 Whoever touches anything that was
under him shall be unclean until the
evening. Hewho carries those things shall
wash his clothes, and bathe himself in wa-
ter, and be unclean until the evening.

11 “ ‘Whomever he who has the dis-
charge touches, without having rinsed his
hands in water, he shall wash his clothes,
and bathe himself in water, and be un-
clean until the evening.
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12 “ ‘The earthen vessel, which he who
has thedischarge touches, shall be broken;
and every vessel ofwood shall be rinsed in
water.

13 “ ‘When he who has a discharge is
cleansed of his discharge, then he shall
count to himself seven days for his cleans-
ing, and wash his clothes; and he shall
bathe his flesh in running water, and shall
be clean.

14 “ ‘On the eighth day he shall take two
turtledoves, or two young pigeons, and
come before Yahweh to the door of the
Tent of Meeting, and give them to the
priest.

15The priest shall offer them, the one for
a sin offering, and the other for a burnt
offering. The priest shall make atonement
for him before Yahweh for his discharge.

16 “ ‘If any man has an emission of se-
men, then he shall bathe all his flesh in
water, and be unclean until the evening.

17 Every garment and every skin which
the semen is on shall be washed with wa-
ter, and be unclean until the evening.

18 If a man lies with a woman and there
is an emission of semen, they shall both
bathe themselves inwater, and be unclean
until the evening.

19 “ ‘If a woman has a discharge, and
her discharge in her flesh is blood, she
shall be in her impurity seven days. Who-
ever touches her shall be unclean until the
evening.

20 “ ‘Everything that she lies on in her
impurity shall be unclean. Everything also
that she sits on shall be unclean.

21Whoever touches her bed shall wash
his clothes, and bathe himself in water,
and be unclean until the evening.

22 Whoever touches anything that she
sits on shall wash his clothes, and bathe
himself in water, and be unclean until the
evening.

23 If it is on the bed, or on anything she
sits on, when he touches it, he shall be
unclean until the evening.

24 “ ‘If any man lies with her, and her
monthly flow is on him, he shall be un-
clean seven days; and every bed he lies on
shall be unclean.

25 “ ‘If a woman has a discharge of her
blood many days not in the time of her
period, or if she has a discharge beyond
the time of her period, all the days of the
discharge of her uncleanness shall be as in
the days of her period. She is unclean.

26 Every bed she lies on all the days of
her discharge shall be to her as the bed of
her period. Everything she sits on shall be
unclean, as the uncleanness of her period.

27Whoever touches these things shall be
unclean, and shall wash his clothes and
bathe himself in water, and be unclean
until the evening.

28 “ ‘But if she is cleansed of her dis-
charge, then she shall count to herself
seven days, and after that she shall be
clean.

29 On the eighth day she shall take two
turtledoves, or two young pigeons, and
bring them to the priest, to the door of the
Tent of Meeting.

30 The priest shall offer the one for a sin
offering, and theother for aburnt offering;
and the priest shall make atonement for
her before Yahweh for the uncleanness of
her discharge.

31 “ ‘Thus you shall separate the children
of Israel from their uncleanness, so they
will notdie in theiruncleannesswhen they
defilemy tabernacle that is among them.’ ”

32 This is the law of him who has a dis-
charge, and of himwho has an emission of
semen, so that he is unclean by it;

33 and of her who has her period, and of
aman orwomanwho has a discharge, and
of himwho lies with her who is unclean.

16
1Yahweh spoke to Moses after the death

of the two sons of Aaron, when they came
near before Yahweh, and died;

2 and Yahweh said to Moses, “Tell Aaron
your brother not to come at just any time
into the Most Holy Place within the veil,
before the mercy seat which is on the ark;
lest he die; for I will appear in the cloud on
themercy seat.

3 “Aaron shall come into the sanctuary
with a young bull for a sin offering, and a
ram for a burnt offering.
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4He shall put on the holy linen tunic. He
shall have the linen trousers on his body,
andshall puton the linensash, andheshall
be clothed with the linen turban. They are
the holy garments. He shall bathe his body
in water, and put them on.

5He shall take from the congregation of
the children of Israel two male goats for
a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt
offering.

6 “Aaron shall offer the bull of the sin
offering, which is for himself, and make
atonement for himself and for his house.

7 He shall take the two goats, and set
thembeforeYahwehat thedoorof theTent
of Meeting.

8Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats:
one lot for Yahweh, and the other lot for
the scapegoat.

9Aaron shall present the goat on which
the lot fell for Yahweh, and offer him for a
sin offering.

10But thegoatonwhich the lot fell for the
scapegoat shall be presented alive before
Yahweh, to make atonement for him, to
send him away as the scapegoat into the
wilderness.

11 “Aaron shall present the bull of the
sin offering, which is for himself, and shall
make atonement for himself and for his
house, and shall kill the bull of the sin
offering which is for himself.

12 He shall take a censer full of coals
of fire from off the altar before Yahweh,
and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten
small, and bring it within the veil.

13He shall put the incense on the fire be-
fore Yahweh, that the cloud of the incense
may cover the mercy seat that is on the
covenant, so that he will not die.

14 He shall take some of the blood of
the bull, and sprinkle it with his finger on
the mercy seat on the east; and before the
mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the
blood with his finger seven times.

15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin
offering that is for the people, and bring
his blood within the veil, and do with his
blood as he did with the blood of the bull,
and sprinkle it on the mercy seat and be-
fore themercy seat.

16He shall make atonement for the Holy
Place, because of the uncleanness of the
children of Israel, and because of their
transgressions, even all their sins; and so
he shall do for the Tent of Meeting that
dwells with them in the middle of their
uncleanness.

17No one shall be in the Tent of Meeting
when he enters to make atonement in the
Holy Place, until he comes out, and has
made atonement for himself and for his
household, and for all the assembly of Is-
rael.

18 “He shall go out to the altar that is
before Yahwehandmake atonement for it,
and shall take some of the bull’s blood, and
some of the goat’s blood, and put it around
on the horns of the altar.

19He shall sprinkle some of the blood on
it with his finger seven times, and cleanse
it, and make it holy from the uncleanness
of the children of Israel.

20 “When he has finished atoning for the
Holy Place, the Tent of Meeting, and the
altar, he shall present the live goat.

21Aaron shall lay both his hands on the
head of the live goat, and confess over him
all the iniquities of the children of Israel,
and all their transgressions, even all their
sins; and he shall put them on the head of
the goat, and shall send him away into the
wilderness by the hand of a man who is
ready.

22The goat shall carry all their iniquities
on himself to a solitary land, and he shall
release the goat in the wilderness.

23 “Aaron shall come into the Tent of
Meeting, and shall take off the linen gar-
ments which he put on when he went into
the Holy Place, and shall leave them there.

24 Then he shall bathe himself in water
in a holy place, put on his garments, and
come out and offer his burnt offering and
the burnt offering of the people, andmake
atonement for himself and for the people.

25The fat of the sin offeringhe shall burn
on the altar.

26 “He who lets the goat go as the scape-
goat shall wash his clothes, and bathe his
flesh in water, and afterward he shall
come into the camp.
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27 The bull for the sin offering, and the
goat for the sin offering, whose blood was
brought in to make atonement in the Holy
Place, shall be carried outside the camp;
and they shall burn their skins, their flesh,
and their dung with fire.

28 He who burns them shall wash his
clothes, and bathe his flesh in water, and
afterward he shall come into the camp.

29 “It shall be a statute to you forever:
in the seventh month, on the tenth day of
themonth, you shall afflict your souls, and
shall do no kind of work, whether native-
born or a strangerwho lives as a foreigner
among you;

30 for on this day shall atonement be
made for you, to cleanse you. You shall be
clean from all your sins before Yahweh.

31 It is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you,
and you shall afflict your souls. It is a
statute forever.

32 The priest, who is anointed and who
is consecrated to be priest in his father’s
place, shall make the atonement, and shall
put on the linen garments, even the holy
garments.

33Then he shall make atonement for the
Holy Sanctuary; and he shall make atone-
ment for the Tent of Meeting and for the
altar; and he shall make atonement for
the priests and for all the people of the
assembly.

34“This shallbeaneverlasting statute for
you, tomake atonement for the children of
Israel once in the year because of all their
sins.”
It was done as Yahweh commanded

Moses.

17
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to Aaron, and to his sons, and

to all the children of Israel, and say to
them, ‘This is the thing which Yahweh has
commanded:

3Whatever man there is of the house of
Israel who kills a bull, or lamb, or goat in
the camp, or who kills it outside the camp,

4 and hasn’t brought it to the door of the
Tent of Meeting to offer it as an offering
to Yahweh before Yahweh’s tabernacle:
blood shall be imputed to thatman. Hehas

shed blood. That man shall be cut off from
among his people.

5This is to the end that the children of Is-
rael may bring their sacrifices, which they
sacrifice in the open field, that they may
bring them to Yahweh, to the door of the
Tent of Meeting, to the priest, and sacrifice
them for sacrifices of peace offerings to
Yahweh.

6 The priest shall sprinkle the blood on
Yahweh’s altar at the door of the Tent of
Meeting, and burn the fat for a pleasant
aroma to Yahweh.

7 They shall no more sacrifice their sac-
rifices to the goat idols, after which they
play the prostitute. This shall be a statute
forever to them throughout their genera-
tions.’

8 “You shall say to them, ‘Any man there
is of the house of Israel, or of the strangers
who live as foreigners among them, who
offers a burnt offering or sacrifice,

9 and doesn’t bring it to the door of the
Tent of Meeting to sacrifice it to Yahweh,
that man shall be cut off from his people.

10 “ ‘Any man of the house of Israel, or
of the strangers who live as foreigners
among them, who eats any kind of blood, I
will set my face against that soul who eats
blood, andwill cut him off from among his
people.

11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood.
I have given it to you on the altar to make
atonement foryour souls; for it is theblood
thatmakesatonementby reasonof the life.

12 Therefore I have said to the children
of Israel, “No person among you may eat
blood, nor may any stranger who lives as
a foreigner among you eat blood.”

13 “ ‘Whatever man there is of the chil-
dren of Israel, or of the strangers who
live as foreigners among them, who takes
in hunting any animal or bird that may
be eaten, he shall pour out its blood, and
cover it with dust.

14 For as to the life of all flesh, its blood
is with its life. Therefore I said to the
children of Israel, “You shall not eat the
blood of any kind of flesh; for the life of all
flesh is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be
cut off.”
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15 “ ‘Every person that eats what dies of
itself, or that which is torn by animals,
whether he is native-born or a foreigner,
shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself
inwater, and be unclean until the evening.
Then he shall be clean.

16 But if he doesn’t wash them, or bathe
his flesh, then he shall bear his iniquity.’ ”

18
1Yahweh said to Moses,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and say

to them, ‘I am Yahweh your God.
3 You shall not do as they do in the land

of Egypt, where you lived. You shall not do
as they do in the land of Canaan, where I
ambringing you. You shall not follow their
statutes.

4 You shall do my ordinances. You shall
keep my statutes and walk in them. I am
Yahweh your God.

5 You shall therefore keep my statutes
and my ordinances, which if a man does,
he shall live in them. I am Yahweh.

6 “ ‘None of you shall approach any close
relatives, to uncover their nakedness: I am
Yahweh.

7 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father, nor the nakedness of your
mother: she is your mother. You shall not
uncover her nakedness.

8 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father’s wife. It is your father’s
nakedness.

9 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your sister, the daughter of your father,
or the daughter of your mother, whether
born at home or born abroad.

10 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your son’s daughter, or of your daugh-
ter’s daughter, even their nakedness; for
theirs is your own nakedness.

11 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father’s wife’s daughter, conceived
by your father, since she is your sister.

12 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father’s sister. She is your father’s
near kinswoman.

13 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your mother’s sister, for she is your
mother’s near kinswoman.

14 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father’s brother. You shall not
approach his wife. She is your aunt.

15 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your daughter-in-law. She is your son’s
wife. You shall not uncoverhernakedness.

16 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your brother’s wife. It is your brother’s
nakedness.

17 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of a woman and her daughter. You shall
not take her son’s daughter, or her daugh-
ter’s daughter, to uncover her nakedness.
They are near kinswomen. It is wicked-
ness.

18 “ ‘You shall not take a wife in addition
to her sister, to be a rival, to uncover her
nakedness, while her sister is still alive.

19 “ ‘You shall not approach a woman to
uncover her nakedness, as long as she is
impure by her uncleanness.

20 “ ‘You shall not lie carnally with your
neighbor’s wife, and defile yourself with
her.

21 “ ‘You shall not give any of your chil-
dren as a sacrifice to Molech. You shall
not profane the name of your God. I am
Yahweh.

22 “ ‘You shall not lie with a man as with
a woman. That is detestable.

23 “ ‘You shall not lie with any animal to
defile yourselfwith it. Nowomanmaygive
herself to an animal, to lie down with it: it
is a perversion.

24 “ ‘Don’t defile yourselves in any of
these things; for in all these the nations
which I am casting out before you were
defiled.

25The landwas defiled. Therefore I pun-
ished its iniquity, and the land vomited out
her inhabitants.

26 You therefore shall keep my statutes
and my ordinances, and shall not do any
of these abominations; neither the native-
born, nor the stranger who lives as a for-
eigner among you

27 (for the men of the land that were be-
fore you had done all these abominations,
and the land became defiled),

28 that the land not vomit you out also,
when you defile it, as it vomited out the
nation that was before you.

29 “ ‘For whoever shall do any of these
abominations, even the souls that do them
shall be cut off from among their people.
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30 Therefore you shall keep my require-
ments, that you do not practice any of
these abominable customs which were
practiced before you, and that you do not
defile yourselves with them. I am Yahweh
your God.’ ”

19
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to all the congregation of the

children of Israel, and tell them, ‘You shall
be holy; for I, Yahweh your God, am holy.

3 “ ‘Each one of you shall respect his
mother and his father. You shall keep my
Sabbaths. I am Yahweh your God.

4 “ ‘Don’t turn to idols, nor make molten
gods for yourselves. I am Yahweh your
God.

5 “ ‘When you offer a sacrifice of peace
offerings to Yahweh, you shall offer it so
that youmay be accepted.

6 It shall be eaten the same day you offer
it, andon thenext day. If anything remains
until the third day, it shall be burned with
fire.

7 If it is eaten at all on the third day, it is
an abomination. It will not be accepted;

8but everyone who eats it shall bear his
iniquity, because he has profaned the holy
thing of Yahweh, and that soul shall be cut
off from his people.

9 “ ‘When you reap the harvest of your
land, you shall notwholly reap the corners
of your field, neither shall you gather the
gleanings of your harvest.

10 You shall not glean your vineyard,
neither shall you gather the fallen grapes
of your vineyard. You shall leave them
for the poor and for the foreigner. I am
Yahweh your God.

11 “ ‘You shall not steal.
“ ‘You shall not lie.
“ ‘You shall not deceive one another.
12 “ ‘You shall not swear by my name

falsely, and profane the name of your God.
I am Yahweh.

13 “ ‘You shall not oppress your neighbor,
nor rob him.

“ ‘The wages of a hired servant shall not
remain with you all night until the morn-
ing.

14 “ ‘You shall not curse the deaf, nor put
a stumblingblockbefore theblind; but you
shall fear your God. I am Yahweh.

15 “ ‘You shall do no injustice in judg-
ment. You shall not be partial to the poor,
nor show favoritism to the great; but you
shall judge your neighbor in righteous-
ness.

16 “ ‘You shall not go around as a slan-
derer among your people.

“ ‘You shall not endanger the life†of your
neighbor. I am Yahweh.

17 “ ‘You shall not hate your brother in
your heart. You shall surely rebuke your
neighbor, and not bear sin because of him.

18 “ ‘You shall not take vengeance, nor
bear any grudge against the children of
your people; but you shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself. I am Yahweh.

19 “ ‘You shall keepmy statutes.
“ ‘You shall not cross-breed different

kinds of animals.
“ ‘You shall not sow your field with two

kinds of seed;
“ ‘Don’t wear a garment made of two

kinds of material.
20 “ ‘If a man lies carnally with a woman

who is a slavegirl, pledged tobemarried to
another man, and not ransomed or given
her freedom; they shall be punished. They
shall not be put to death, because she was
not free.

21He shall bring his trespass offering to
Yahweh, to the door of the Tent ofMeeting,
even a ram for a trespass offering.

22 The priest shall make atonement for
him with the ram of the trespass offering
before Yahweh for his sin which he has
committed; and the sin which he has com-
mitted shall be forgiven him.

23 “ ‘When you come into the land, and
have planted all kinds of trees for food,
then you shall count their fruit as forbid-
den.‡ For three years it shall be forbidden
to you. It shall not be eaten.

24But in the fourth year all its fruit shall
be holy, for giving praise to Yahweh.

† 19:16 literally, “blood” ‡ 19:23 literally, “uncircumcised”
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25 In the fifth year you shall eat its fruit,
that it may yield its increase to you. I am
Yahweh your God.

26 “ ‘You shall not eat any meat with the
blood still in it. You shall not use enchant-
ments, nor practice sorcery.

27“ ‘Youshall not cut thehair on the sides
of your head or clip off the edge of your
beard.

28 “ ‘You shall not make any cuttings in
your flesh for the dead, nor tattoo any
marks on you. I am Yahweh.

29 “ ‘Don’t profane your daughter, to
make her a prostitute; lest the land fall to
prostitution, and the land become full of
wickedness.

30 “ ‘You shall keep my Sabbaths, and
reverencemy sanctuary; I am Yahweh.

31 “ ‘Don’t turn to those who are medi-
ums, nor to the wizards. Don’t seek them
out, to be defiled by them. I am Yahweh
your God.

32 “ ‘You shall rise up before the gray
headandhonor the face of the elderly; and
you shall fear your God. I am Yahweh.

33 “ ‘If a stranger lives as a foreignerwith
you in your land, you shall not do him
wrong.

34 The stranger who lives as a foreigner
with you shall be to you as the native-
born among you, and you shall love himas
yourself; for you lived as foreigners in the
land of Egypt. I am Yahweh your God.

35 “ ‘You shall do no unrighteousness
in judgment, in measures of length, of
weight, or of quantity.

36 You shall have just balances, just
weights, a just ephah,§ anda just hin.† I am
Yahweh your God, who brought you out of
the land of Egypt.

37“ ‘You shall observe allmy statutes and
all my ordinances, and do them. I am
Yahweh.’ ”

20
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Moreover, you shall tell the children

of Israel, ‘Anyone of the children of Israel,
or of the strangers who live as foreigners
in Israel, who gives any of his offspring† to

Molech shall surely be put to death. The
people of the land shall stone that person
with stones.

3 I also will set my face against that per-
son, and will cut him off from among his
people, because he has given of his off-
spring to Molech, to defile my sanctuary,
and to profanemy holy name.

4 If the people of the land all hide their
eyes from that personwhen he gives of his
offspring to Molech, and don’t put him to
death,

5 then I will set my face against that man
and against his family, andwill cut himoff,
and all who play the prostitute after him
to play the prostitute with Molech, from
among their people.

6 “ ‘The person that turns to those who
aremediumsandwizards, toplay thepros-
titute after them, I will even set my face
against that person, and will cut him off
from among his people.

7 “ ‘Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be
holy; for I am Yahweh your God.

8 You shall keep my statutes, and do
them. I am Yahwehwho sanctifies you.

9 “ ‘For everyone who curses his father
or his mother shall surely be put to death.
He has cursed his father or hismother. His
blood shall be upon himself.

10 “ ‘The man who commits adultery
with another man’s wife, even he who
commits adulterywithhisneighbor’swife,
the adulterer and the adulteress shall
surely be put to death.

11 “ ‘The man who lies with his father’s
wifehasuncoveredhis father’snakedness.
Both of them shall surely be put to death.
Their blood shall be upon themselves.

12 “ ‘If a man lies with his daughter-in-
law, both of them shall surely be put to
death. They have committed a perversion.
Their blood shall be upon themselves.

13 “ ‘If a man lies with a male, as with
a woman, both of them have committed
an abomination. They shall surely be put
to death. Their blood shall be upon them-
selves.

14“ ‘If aman takes awife andhermother,
it iswickedness. They shall beburnedwith

§ 19:36 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 19:36 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons. † 20:2
or, seed
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fire, both he and they, that theremay be no
wickedness among you.

15 “ ‘If aman lieswith an animal, he shall
surely be put to death; and you shall kill
the animal.

16 “ ‘If a woman approaches any animal
and lies with it, you shall kill the woman
and the animal. They shall surely be put to
death. Their blood shall be upon them.

17 “ ‘If a man takes his sister—his fa-
ther’s daughter, or hismother’s daughter—
and sees her nakedness, and she sees his
nakedness, it is a shameful thing. They
shall be cut off in the sight of the children
of their people. He has uncovered his sis-
ter’s nakedness. He shall bear his iniquity.

18 “ ‘If a man lies with a woman hav-
ing her monthly period, and uncovers
her nakedness, he has made her fountain
naked, and she has uncovered the foun-
tain of her blood. Both of them shall be cut
off from among their people.

19 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of yourmother’s sister, nor of your father’s
sister, for he has made his close relative
naked. They shall bear their iniquity.

20 If a man lies with his uncle’s wife,
he has uncovered his uncle’s nakedness.
They shall bear their sin. They shall die
childless.

21 “ ‘If a man takes his brother’s wife,
it is an impurity. He has uncovered his
brother’s nakedness. They shall be child-
less.

22 “ ‘You shall therefore keep all my
statutes and all my ordinances, and do
them, that the land where I am bringing
you to dwell may not vomit you out.

23 You shall not walk in the customs of
the nation which I am casting out before
you; for they did all these things, and
therefore I abhorred them.

24 But I have said to you, “You shall in-
herit their land, and I will give it to you
to possess it, a land flowing with milk and
honey.” I am Yahweh your God, who has
separated you from the peoples.

25 “ ‘You shall therefore make a distinc-
tion between the clean animal and the un-
clean, and between the unclean fowl and
the clean. You shall not make yourselves
abominable by animal, or by bird, or by
anything with which the ground teems,

which I have separated from you as un-
clean for you.

26You shall be holy to me, for I, Yahweh,
am holy, and have set you apart from the
peoples, that you should bemine.

27 “ ‘Aman or awoman that is amedium
or is a wizard shall surely be put to death.
They shall be stoned with stones. Their
blood shall be upon themselves.’ ”

21
1 Yahweh said to Moses, “Speak to the

priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them,
‘A priest shall not defile himself for the
dead among his people,

2 except for his relatives that are near to
him: for his mother, for his father, for his
son, for his daughter, for his brother,

3 and for his virgin sister who is near to
him, who has had no husband; for her he
may defile himself.

4Heshall notdefilehimself, beinga chief
man amonghis people, to profane himself.

5 “ ‘They shall not shave their heads or
shave off the corners of their beards or
make any cuttings in their flesh.

6They shall be holy to their God, and not
profane the name of their God, for they
offer the offerings of Yahwehmade by fire,
the bread of their God. Therefore they
shall be holy.

7 “ ‘They shall not marry a woman who
is a prostitute, or profane. A priest shall
not marry a woman divorced from her
husband; for he is holy to his God.

8 Therefore you shall sanctify him, for
he offers the bread of your God. He shall
be holy to you, for I Yahweh, who sanctify
you, am holy.

9 “ ‘The daughter of any priest, if she pro-
fanes herself by playing the prostitute, she
profanes her father. She shall be burned
with fire.

10 “ ‘He who is the high priest among his
brothers, upon whose head the anointing
oil is poured, andwho is consecrated toput
on thegarments, shall not let thehair of his
head hang loose, or tear his clothes.

11 He must not go in to any dead body,
or defile himself for his father or for his
mother.
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12 He shall not go out of the sanctuary,
nor profane the sanctuary of his God; for
the crown of the anointing oil of his God is
upon him. I am Yahweh.

13 “ ‘He shall take a wife in her virginity.
14He shall notmarry awidow, or one di-

vorced, or a womanwho has been defiled,
or a prostitute. He shall take a virgin of his
own people as a wife.

15 He shall not profane his offspring
among his people, for I am Yahweh who
sanctifies him.’ ”

16Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
17 “Say to Aaron, ‘None of your offspring

throughout their generations who has a
defect may approach to offer the bread of
his God.

18 For whatever man he is that has a
defect, he shall not draw near: a blind
man, or a lame, or he who has a flat nose,
or any deformity,

19 or a man who has an injured foot, or
an injured hand,

20 or hunchbacked, or a dwarf, or one
who has a defect in his eye, or an itching
disease, or scabs, or who has damaged
testicles.

21No man of the offspring of Aaron the
priest who has a defect shall come near to
offer the offerings of Yahwehmade by fire.
Since he has a defect, he shall not come
near to offer the bread of his God.

22He shall eat the bread of his God, both
of themost holy, and of the holy.

23He shall not come near to the veil, nor
come near to the altar, because he has a
defect; that he may not profane my sanc-
tuaries, for I am Yahweh who sanctifies
them.’ ”

24 So Moses spoke to Aaron, and to his
sons, and to all the children of Israel.

22
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Tell Aaron and his sons to separate

themselves fromtheholy thingsof the chil-
drenof Israel,which theymakeholy tome,
and that they not profanemy holy name. I
am Yahweh.

3 “Tell them, ‘If anyone of all your off-
spring throughout your generations ap-
proaches the holy things which the chil-
dren of Israel make holy to Yahweh, hav-
ing his uncleanness on him, that soul shall
be cut off from before me. I am Yahweh.

4 “ ‘Whoever of the offspring of Aaron is
a leper or has a discharge shall not eat of
the holy things until he is clean. Whoever
touches anything that is unclean by the
dead, or a man who has a seminal emis-
sion,

5orwhoever touches any creeping thing
by which he may be made unclean, or a
man fromwhom hemay become unclean,
whatever uncleanness he has—

6 the person that touches any such shall
be unclean until the evening, and shall not
eat of the holy things unless he bathes his
body in water.

7 When the sun is down, he shall be
clean; and afterward he shall eat of the
holy things, because it is his bread.

8He shall not eat that which dies of itself
or is torn by animals, defiling himself by it.
I am Yahweh.

9 “ ‘They shall therefore follow my com-
mandment, lest they bear sin for it and die
in it, if they profane it. I am Yahweh who
sanctifies them.

10 “ ‘No stranger shall eat of the holy
thing: a foreigner living with the priests,
or a hired servant, shall not eat of the holy
thing.

11But if a priest buys a slave, purchased
by his money, he shall eat of it; and those
who are born in his house shall eat of his
bread.

12 If a priest’s daughter is married to an
outsider, she shall not eat of the heave
offering of the holy things.

13 But if a priest’s daughter is a widow,
or divorced, and has no child, and has
returned to her father’s house as in her
youth, she may eat of her father’s bread;
but no stranger shall eat any of it.

14 “ ‘If a man eats something holy unwit-
tingly, then he shall add the fifth part of its
value to it, and shall give the holy thing to
the priest.
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15 The priests shall not profane the holy
things of the children of Israel, which they
offer to Yahweh,

16and so cause them to bear the iniquity
that brings guilt when they eat their holy
things; for I am Yahweh who sanctifies
them.’ ”

17Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
18 “Speak to Aaron, and to his sons, and

to all the children of Israel, and say to
them, ‘Whoever is of the house of Israel, or
of the foreigners in Israel, who offers his
offering, whether it is any of their vows or
any of their free will offerings, which they
offer to Yahweh for a burnt offering:

19 that you may be accepted, you shall
offer a male without defect, of the bulls, of
the sheep, or of the goats.

20 But you shall not offer whatever has
a defect, for it shall not be acceptable for
you.

21 Whoever offers a sacrifice of peace
offerings to Yahweh to accomplish a vow,
or for a free will offering of the herd or of
the flock, it shall be perfect to be accepted.
It shall have no defect.

22 You shall not offer what is blind, is
injured, ismaimed, has awart, is festering,
or has a running sore to Yahweh, normake
an offering by fire of them on the altar to
Yahweh.

23 Either a bull or a lamb that has any
deformity or lacking in his parts, that you
may offer for a free will offering; but for a
vow it shall not be accepted.

24 You must not offer to Yahweh that
which has its testicles bruised, crushed,
broken, or cut. Youmustnotdo this inyour
land.

25 You must not offer any of these as
the bread of your God from the hand of
a foreigner, because their corruption is in
them. There is a defect in them. They shall
not be accepted for you.’ ”

26Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
27“Whenabull, a sheep, oragoat isborn,

it shall remain seven days with its mother.
From the eighth day on it shall be accepted
for the offering of an offeringmade by fire
to Yahweh.

28Whether it is a cow or ewe, you shall
not kill it and its young both in one day.

29 “When you sacrifice a sacrifice of
thanksgiving to Yahweh, you shall sacri-
fice it so that youmay be accepted.

30 It shall be eaten on the same day; you
shall leave none of it until the morning. I
am Yahweh.

31 “Therefore you shall keep my com-
mandments, and do them. I am Yahweh.

32 You shall not profane my holy name,
but Iwill bemadeholy among the children
of Israel. I am Yahweh who makes you
holy,

33 who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, to be your God. I am Yahweh.”

23
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell

them, ‘The set feasts of Yahweh, which you
shall proclaim to be holy convocations,
even these are my set feasts.

3 “ ‘Six days shall work be done, but on
the seventhday isaSabbathof solemnrest,
a holy convocation; you shall do no kind of
work. It is a Sabbath to Yahweh in all your
dwellings.

4 “ ‘These are the set feasts of Yahweh,
even holy convocations, which you shall
proclaim in their appointed season.

5 In the first month, on the fourteenth
day of the month in the evening, is Yah-
weh’s Passover.

6On the fifteenth day of the samemonth
is the feast of unleavened bread to Yah-
weh. Seven days you shall eat unleavened
bread.

7 In the first day you shall have a holy
convocation. You shall dono regularwork.

8But you shall offer an offeringmade by
fire to Yahweh seven days. In the seventh
day is a holy convocation. You shall do no
regular work.’ ”

9Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
10 “Speak to the children of Israel, and

tell them, ‘When you have come into the
land which I give to you, and shall reap its
harvest, then you shall bring the sheaf of
the first fruits of your harvest to the priest.

11 He shall wave the sheaf before Yah-
weh, to be accepted for you. On the next
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day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave
it.

12On the day when you wave the sheaf,
you shall offer amale lambwithout defect
a year old for a burnt offering to Yahweh.

13 The meal offering with it shall be two
tenths of an ephah† of fine flour mixed
with oil, an offering made by fire to Yah-
weh for a pleasant aroma; and the drink
offering with it shall be of wine, the fourth
part of a hin.‡

14 You must not eat bread, or roasted
grain, or fresh grain, until this same day,
until youhavebrought the offering of your
God. This is a statute forever throughout
your generations in all your dwellings.

15 “ ‘You shall count from the next day
after the Sabbath, from the day that you
brought the sheaf of the wave offering:
seven Sabbaths shall be completed.

16 The next day after the seventh Sab-
bath you shall count fifty days; and you
shall offer a newmeal offering to Yahweh.

17You shall bring out of your habitations
two loaves of bread for a wave offering
made of two tenths of an ephah§ of fine
flour. They shall be baked with yeast, for
first fruits to Yahweh.

18You shall presentwith thebread seven
lambswithout defect a year old, one young
bull, and two rams. They shall be a burnt
offering to Yahweh, with their meal of-
fering and their drink offerings, even an
offering made by fire, of a sweet aroma to
Yahweh.

19You shall offer one male goat for a sin
offering, and twomale lambs ayear old for
a sacrifice of peace offerings.

20 The priest shall wave them with the
bread of the first fruits for a wave offering
before Yahweh, with the two lambs. They
shall be holy to Yahweh for the priest.

21 You shall make proclamation on the
same day that there shall be a holy con-
vocation to you. You shall do no regular
work. This is a statute forever in all your
dwellings throughout your generations.

22 “ ‘When you reap the harvest of your

land, you must not wholly reap into the
corners of your field. You must not gather
the gleanings of your harvest. You must
leave them for the poor and for the for-
eigner. I am Yahweh your God.’ ”

23Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
24“Speak to the childrenof Israel, saying,

‘In the seventh month, on the first day of
themonth, there shall be a solemn rest for
you, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, a
holy convocation.

25Youshall donoregularwork. Youshall
offer anofferingmadebyfire toYahweh.’ ”

26Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
27 “However on the tenth day of this sev-

enth month is the day of atonement. It
shall be a holy convocation to you. You
shall afflict yourselves and you shall offer
an offeringmade by fire to Yahweh.

28 You shall do no kind of work in that
same day, for it is a day of atonement, to
make atonement for you before Yahweh
your God.

29 For whoever it is who shall not deny
himself in that same day shall be cut off
from his people.

30Whoeverdoes anykindofwork in that
same day, I will destroy that person from
among his people.

31 You shall do no kind of work: it is
a statute forever throughout your genera-
tions in all your dwellings.

32 It shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for
you, and you shall deny yourselves. In the
ninth day of the month at evening, from
evening to evening, you shall keep your
Sabbath.”

33Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
34 “Speak to the children of Israel, and

say, ‘On the fifteenth day of this seventh
month is the feast of booths† for sevendays
to Yahweh.

35On the first day shall be a holy convo-
cation. You shall do no regular work.

36 Seven days you shall offer an offering
made by fire to Yahweh. On the eighth
day shall be a holy convocation to you.
You shall offer an offering made by fire to

† 23:13 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 23:13A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons. § 23:17
1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 23:34 or, feast of tents, or Succoth
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Yahweh. It is a solemn assembly; you shall
do no regular work.

37 “ ‘These are the appointed feasts of
Yahweh which you shall proclaim to be
holy convocations, to offer an offering
made by fire to Yahweh, a burnt offering, a
meal offering, a sacrifice, and drink offer-
ings, each on its own day—

38 in addition to the Sabbaths of Yahweh,
and in addition to your gifts, and in addi-
tion to all your vows, and in addition to all
your free will offerings, which you give to
Yahweh.

39“ ‘Soon thefifteenthdayof the seventh
month, when you have gathered in the
fruits of the land, youshall keep the feast of
Yahweh seven days. On the first day shall
be a solemn rest, and on the eighth day
shall be a solemn rest.

40You shall take on the first day the fruit
of majestic trees, branches of palm trees,
and boughs of thick trees, and willows of
the brook; and you shall rejoice before
Yahweh your God seven days.

41 You shall keep it as a feast to Yahweh
seven days in the year. It is a statute
forever throughout your generations. You
shall keep it in the seventhmonth.

42You shall dwell in temporary shelters‡
for seven days. All who are native-born in
Israel shall dwell in temporary shelters,§

43 that your generations may know that
I made the children of Israel to dwell in
temporary shelters† when I brought them
out of the land of Egypt. I am Yahweh your
God.’ ”

44 So Moses declared to the children of
Israel the appointed feasts of Yahweh.

24
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Command the children of Israel, that

they bring to you pure olive oil beaten for
the light, to cause a lamp to burn continu-
ally.

3Outside of the veil of the Testimony, in
the Tent of Meeting, Aaron shall keep it
in order from evening to morning before

Yahweh continually. It shall be a statute
forever throughout your generations.

4 He shall keep in order the lamps on
the pure gold lamp stand before Yahweh
continually.

5 “You shall take fine flour, and bake
twelve cakes of it: two tenths of an ephah†
shall be in one cake.

6You shall set them in two rows, six on a
row, on thepure gold table before Yahweh.

7 You shall put pure frankincense on
each row, that it may be to the bread for a
memorial, even anofferingmadebyfire to
Yahweh.

8 Every Sabbath day he shall set it in
order before Yahweh continually. It is an
everlasting covenant on the behalf of the
children of Israel.

9 It shall be for Aaron and his sons. They
shall eat it in aholyplace; for it ismostholy
to him of the offerings of Yahwehmade by
fire by a perpetual statute.”

10The son of an Israelite woman, whose
father was an Egyptian, went out among
the children of Israel; and the son of the
Israelitewomanand amanof Israel strove
together in the camp.

11 The son of the Israelite woman blas-
phemed the Name, and cursed; and they
brought him to Moses. His mother’s name
was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of
the tribe of Dan.

12 They put him in custody until Yah-
weh’s will should be declared to them.

13Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
14 “Bring him who cursed out of the

camp; and let all who heard him lay their
hands on his head, and let all the congre-
gation stone him.

15 You shall speak to the children of Is-
rael, saying, ‘Whoever curses his God shall
bear his sin.

16 He who blasphemes Yahweh’s name,
he shall surely be put to death. All the con-
gregation shall certainly stone him. The
foreigner as well as the native-born shall
be put to death when he blasphemes the
Name.

17 “ ‘He who strikes any man mortally
shall surely be put to death.

‡ 23:42 or, booths § 23:42 or, booths † 23:43 or, booths † 24:5 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a
bushel
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18 He who strikes an animal mortally
shall make it good, life for life.

19 If anyone injures his neighbor, it shall
be done to him as he has done:

20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth
for tooth. It shall be done to him as he has
injured someone.

21 He who kills an animal shall make it
good; and he who kills a man shall be put
to death.

22You shall have one kind of law for the
foreigner as well as the native-born; for I
am Yahweh your God.’ ”

23Moses spoke to the children of Israel;
and they brought himwho had cursed out
of the camp, and stoned him with stones.
The children of Israel did as Yahweh com-
mandedMoses.

25
1Yahweh said to Moses onMount Sinai,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and

tell them, ‘When you come into the land
which I give you, then the land shall keep
a Sabbath to Yahweh.

3 You shall sow your field six years, and
you shall prune your vineyard six years,
and gather in its fruits;

4 but in the seventh year there shall be
a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a
Sabbath toYahweh. You shall not sowyour
field or prune your vineyard.

5 What grows of itself in your harvest
you shall not reap, andyoushall not gather
the grapes of your undressed vine. It shall
be a year of solemn rest for the land.

6 The Sabbath of the land shall be for
food for you; for yourself, for your servant,
for your maid, for your hired servant, and
for your stranger, who lives as a foreigner
with you.

7 For your livestock also, and for the
animals that are in your land, shall all its
increase be for food.

8 “ ‘You shall count off seven Sabbaths of
years, seven times seven years; and there
shall be to you the days of seven Sabbaths
of years, even forty-nine years.

9Then you shall sound the loud trumpet
on the tenth day of the seventh month. On
the Day of Atonement you shall sound the
trumpet throughout all your land.

10 You shall make the fiftieth year holy,
and proclaim liberty throughout the land
to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee
to you; and each of you shall return to his
ownproperty, and each of you shall return
to his family.

11 That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee to
you. In it you shall not sow, neither reap
that which grows of itself, nor gather from
the undressed vines.

12For it is a jubilee; it shall beholy to you.
You shall eat of its increase out of the field.

13 “ ‘In this Year of Jubilee each of you
shall return to his property.

14 “ ‘If you sell anything to your neigh-
bor, or buy from your neighbor, you shall
not wrong one another.

15According to thenumberof years after
the Jubilee you shall buy from your neigh-
bor. According to the number of years of
the crops he shall sell to you.

16 According to the length of the years
you shall increase its price, and according
to the shortness of the years you shall di-
minish its price; for he is selling the num-
ber of the crops to you.

17 You shall not wrong one another, but
you shall fear your God; for I am Yahweh
your God.

18 “ ‘Therefore you shall do my statutes,
and keepmy ordinances and do them; and
you shall dwell in the land in safety.

19 The land shall yield its fruit, and you
shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in
safety.

20 If you said, “What shall we eat the
seventh year? Behold, we shall not sow,
nor gather in our increase;”

21 then I will command my blessing on
you in the sixth year, and it shall bear fruit
for the three years.

22 You shall sow the eighth year, and eat
of the fruits from the old store until the
ninth year. Until its fruits come in, you
shall eat the old store.

23 “ ‘The land shall not be sold in per-
petuity, for the land is mine; for you are
strangers and live as foreigners withme.

24 In all the land of your possession you
shall grant a redemption for the land.
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25 “ ‘If your brother becomes poor, and
sells some of his possessions, then his kins-
man who is next to him shall come, and
redeem that which his brother has sold.

26 If a man has no one to redeem it, and
he becomes prosperous and finds suffi-
cient means to redeem it,

27 then let him reckon the years since its
sale, and restore the surplus to the man to
whom he sold it; and he shall return to his
property.

28 But if he isn’t able to get it back for
himself, then what he has sold shall re-
main in the hand of him who has bought
it until the Year of Jubilee. In the Jubilee it
shall be released, and he shall return to his
property.

29 “ ‘If a man sells a dwelling house in a
walled city, thenhemay redeem itwithin a
whole year after it has been sold. For a full
year he shall have the right of redemption.

30 If it isn’t redeemed within the space
of a full year, then the house that is in the
walled city shall be made sure in perpetu-
ity to him who bought it, throughout his
generations. It shall not be released in the
Jubilee.

31 But the houses of the villages which
have no wall around them shall be ac-
counted for with the fields of the country:
they may be redeemed, and they shall be
released in the Jubilee.

32 “ ‘Nevertheless, in the cities of the
Levites, the Levites may redeem the
houses in the cities of their possession at
any time.

33 The Levites may redeem the house
that was sold, and the city of his posses-
sion, and it shall be released in the Jubilee;
for the houses of the cities of the Levites
are their possession among the children of
Israel.

34 But the field of the pasture lands of
their cities may not be sold, for it is their
perpetual possession.

35 “ ‘If your brother has become poor,
and his hand can’t support himself among
you, then you shall uphold him. He shall
livewith you like an alien and a temporary
resident.

36 Take no interest from him or profit;
but fear your God, that your brother may
live among you.

37 You shall not lend him your money at
interest, nor give him your food for profit.

38 I am Yahweh your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, to give you the
land of Canaan, and to be your God.

39 “ ‘If your brother has grown poor
among you, and sells himself to you, you
shall not make him to serve as a slave.

40As a hired servant, and as a temporary
resident, he shall be with you; he shall
serve with you until the Year of Jubilee.

41Then he shall go out from you, he and
his children with him, and shall return to
his own family, and to the possession of his
fathers.

42 For they are my servants, whom I
broughtout of the landofEgypt. They shall
not be sold as slaves.

43Youshallnot ruleoverhimwithharsh-
ness, but shall fear your God.

44 “ ‘As for your male and your female
slaves, whom you may have from the na-
tions that are around you, from them you
may buymale and female slaves.

45Moreover, of the children of the aliens
who live among you, of themyoumay buy,
and of their families who are with you,
which they have conceived in your land;
and they will be your property.

46 You may make them an inheritance
for your children after you, to hold for a
possession. Of them you may take your
slaves forever, but over your brothers the
children of Israel you shall not rule, one
over another, with harshness.

47 “ ‘If an alien or temporary resident
with you becomes rich, and your brother
beside him has grown poor, and sells
himself to the stranger or foreigner liv-
ing among you, or to a member of the
stranger’s family,

48 after he is sold he may be redeemed.
One of his brothers may redeem him;

49 or his uncle, or his uncle’s son, may
redeem him, or any who is a close relative
to him of his family may redeem him; or if
hehas grownrich, hemayredeemhimself.
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50He shall reckon with him who bought
him from the year that he sold himself to
him to the Year of Jubilee. The price of his
sale shall be according to the number of
years; he shall be with him according to
the time of a hired servant.

51 If there are yet many years, according
to them he shall give back the price of his
redemption out of the money that he was
bought for.

52 If there remain but a few years to the
year of jubilee, then he shall reckon with
him; according to his years of service he
shall give back theprice of his redemption.

53 As a servant hired year by year shall
he be with him. He shall not rule with
harshness over him in your sight.

54 If he isn’t redeemed by these means,
then he shall be released in the Year of
Jubilee: he and his children with him.

55 For to me the children of Israel are
servants; they are my servants whom I
brought out of the land of Egypt. I am
Yahweh your God.

26
1 “ ‘You shall make for yourselves no

idols, and you shall not raise up a carved
image or a pillar, and you shall not place
any figured stone in your land, to bow
down to it; for I am Yahweh your God.

2“ ‘Youshall keepmySabbaths, andhave
reverence formy sanctuary. I am Yahweh.

3 “ ‘If you walk in my statutes and keep
my commandments, and do them,

4 then I will give you your rains in their
season, and the land shall yield its in-
crease, and the trees of the field shall yield
their fruit.

5Your threshing shall continue until the
vintage, and the vintage shall continue
until the sowing time. You shall eat your
bread to the full, and dwell in your land
safely.

6 “ ‘I will give peace in the land, and you
shall lie down, and no one will make you
afraid. Iwill removeevil animalsoutof the
land, neither shall the sword go through
your land.

7You shall chase your enemies, and they
shall fall before you by the sword.

8 Five of you shall chase a hundred, and
ahundredof you shall chase ten thousand;
and your enemies shall fall before you by
the sword.

9 “ ‘I will have respect for you, make you
fruitful, multiply you, and will establish
my covenant with you.

10 You shall eat old supplies long kept,
and you shall move out the old because of
the new.

11 I will set my tent among you, and my
soul won’t abhor you.

12 I will walk among you, and will be
your God, and you will be my people.

13 I am Yahweh your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, that you
should not be their slaves. I have broken
the bars of your yoke, and made you walk
upright.

14 “ ‘But if you will not listen to me, and
will not do all these commandments,

15and if you shall rejectmy statutes, and
if your soul abhors my ordinances, so that
youwill not do allmy commandments, but
breakmy covenant,

16 I also will do this to you: I will appoint
terror over you, even consumption and
fever, that shall consume the eyes, and
make the soul to pine away. You will sow
your seed invain, for yourenemieswill eat
it.

17 I will set my face against you, and you
will be struck before your enemies. Those
who hate you will rule over you; and you
will flee when no one pursues you.

18 “ ‘If you in spite of these thingswill not
listen to me, then I will chastise you seven
timesmore for your sins.

19 I will break the pride of your power,
and Iwillmakeyour sky like iron, andyour
soil like bronze.

20Your strengthwill be spent in vain; for
your land won’t yield its increase, neither
will the trees of the land yield their fruit.

21 “ ‘If you walk contrary to me, and
won’t listen to me, then I will bring seven
times more plagues on you according to
your sins.

22 I will send the wild animals among
you, which will rob you of your children,
destroy your livestock, and make you few
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in number. Your roads will become deso-
late.

23 “ ‘If by these things you won’t be
turned back to me, but will walk contrary
to me,

24 then I will also walk contrary to you;
and Iwill strike you, even I, seven times for
your sins.

25 I will bring a sword upon you that will
execute the vengeance of the covenant.
You will be gathered together within your
cities, and Iwill send the pestilence among
you. Youwill be delivered into the hand of
the enemy.

26When I break your staff of bread, ten
women shall bake your bread in one oven,
and they shall deliver your bread again by
weight. You shall eat, and not be satisfied.

27 “ ‘If you in spite of this won’t listen to
me, but walk contrary to me,

28 then I will walk contrary to you in
wrath. I will also chastise you seven times
for your sins.

29Youwill eat the flesh of your sons, and
you will eat the flesh of your daughters.

30 Iwill destroy your high places, and cut
down your incense altars, and cast your
dead bodies upon the bodies of your idols;
andmy soul will abhor you.

31 I will lay your cities waste, and will
bring your sanctuaries to desolation. I will
not take delight in the sweet fragrance of
your offerings.

32 I will bring the land into desolation,
and your enemies who dwell in it will be
astonished at it.

33 I will scatter you among the nations,
and I will draw out the sword after you.
Your land will be a desolation, and your
cities shall be a waste.

34 Then the land will enjoy its Sabbaths
as long as it lies desolate and you are in
your enemies’ land. Even then the land
will rest and enjoy its Sabbaths.

35As long as it lies desolate it shall have
rest, even the rest which it didn’t have in
your Sabbaths when you lived on it.

36 “ ‘As for those of you who are left, I
will send a faintness into their hearts in
the lands of their enemies. The sound of
a driven leaf will put them to flight; and

they shall flee, as oneflees from the sword.
They will fall when no one pursues.

37 They will stumble over one another,
as it were before the sword, when no one
pursues. You will have no power to stand
before your enemies.

38 You will perish among the nations.
The land of your enemies will eat you up.

39 Those of you who are left will pine
away in their iniquity in your enemies’
lands; and also in the iniquities of their
fathers they shall pine away with them.

40 “ ‘If they confess their iniquity and the
iniquity of their fathers, in their trespass
which they trespassed against me; and
also that because they walked contrary to
me,

41 I also walked contrary to them, and
brought them into the land of their ene-
mies; if then their uncircumcised heart is
humbled, and they then accept the punish-
ment of their iniquity,

42 then I will remember my covenant
with Jacob, my covenant with Isaac, and
alsomycovenantwithAbraham; and Iwill
remember the land.

43The land also will be left by them, and
will enjoy its Sabbathswhile it lies desolate
without them; and they will accept the
punishment of their iniquity because they
rejected my ordinances, and their soul ab-
horredmy statutes.

44 Yet for all that, when they are in the
land of their enemies, I will not reject
them, neither will I abhor them, to destroy
them utterly and to break my covenant
with them; for I am Yahweh their God.

45 But I will for their sake remember
the covenant of their ancestors, whom I
brought out of the landofEgypt in the sight
of the nations, that I might be their God. I
am Yahweh.’ ”

46 These are the statutes, ordinances,
and laws, which Yahweh made between
him and the children of Israel in Mount
Sinai byMoses.

27
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and

say to them, ‘When a man consecrates a
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person to Yahweh in a vow, according to
your valuation,

3 your valuation of a male from twenty
years old to sixty years old shall be fifty
shekels of silver, according to the shekel†
of the sanctuary.

4 If she is a female, then your valuation
shall be thirty shekels.

5 If the person is from five years old to
twenty years old, thenyourvaluation shall
be for a male twenty shekels, and for a
female ten shekels.

6 If the person is from a month old to
five years old, then your valuation shall
be for a male five shekels of silver, and
for a female your valuation shall be three
shekels of silver.

7 If the person is from sixty years old
and upward; if he is a male, then your
valuation shall be fifteen shekels, and for
a female ten shekels.

8But if he is poorer than your valuation,
then he shall be set before the priest, and
the priest shall assign a value to him. The
priest shall assign a value according to his
ability to pay.

9 “ ‘If it is an animal of which men offer
an offering to Yahweh, all that any man
gives of such to Yahweh becomes holy.

10 He shall not alter it, nor exchange it,
a good for a bad, or a bad for a good. If
he shall at all exchange animal for animal,
then both it and that for which it is ex-
changed shall be holy.

11 If it is any unclean animal, of which
they do not offer as an offering to Yahweh,
then he shall set the animal before the
priest;

12 and the priest shall evaluate it,
whether it is good or bad. As the priest
evaluates it, so it shall be.

13But if hewill indeed redeem it, thenhe
shall add the fifth part of it to its valuation.

14 “ ‘When a man dedicates his house to
be holy to Yahweh, then the priest shall
evaluate it, whether it is good or bad. As
the priest evaluates it, so it shall stand.

15 If he who dedicates it will redeem his
house, thenheshall add thefifthpartof the

money of your valuation to it, and it shall
be his.

16 “ ‘If a man dedicates to Yahweh part
of the field of his possession, then your
valuation shall be according to the seed for
it. The sowing of a homer‡ of barley shall
be valued at fifty shekels§ of silver.

17 If he dedicates his field from the Year
of Jubilee, according to your valuation it
shall stand.

18 But if he dedicates his field after the
Jubilee, then the priest shall reckon to him
the money according to the years that re-
main to the Year of Jubilee; and an abate-
ment shall be made from your valuation.

19 If he who dedicated the field will in-
deed redeem it, then he shall add the fifth
part of the money of your valuation to it,
and it shall remain his.

20 If he will not redeem the field, or if he
has sold the field to another man, it shall
not be redeemed anymore;

21but thefield,when it goes out in the Ju-
bilee, shall be holy to Yahweh, as a devoted
field. It shall be owned by the priests.

22 “ ‘If he dedicates a field to Yahweh
which he has bought, which is not of the
field of his possession,

23 then the priest shall reckon to him the
worth of your valuation up to the Year of
Jubilee; and he shall give your valuation
on that day, as a holy thing to Yahweh.

24 In the Year of Jubilee the field shall
return to him from whom it was bought,
even to him to whom the possession of the
land belongs.

25All your valuations shall be according
to the shekel of the sanctuary: twenty ger-
ahs† to the shekel.‡

26 “ ‘However the firstborn among ani-
mals, which belongs to Yahweh as a first-
born, nomanmaydedicate,whether anox
or a sheep. It is Yahweh’s.

27 If it is an unclean animal, then he shall
buy it back according to your valuation,
and shall add to it the fifth part of it; or
if it isn’t redeemed, then it shall be sold
according to your valuation.

† 27:3A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. ‡ 27:16 1 homer is about 220 liters or 6 bushels § 27:16
A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. † 27:25 A gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7 grains. ‡ 27:25
A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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28 “ ‘Notwithstanding, no devoted thing
that a man devotes to Yahweh of all that
he has, whether of man or animal, or of
the field of his possession, shall be sold or
redeemed. Everything that ispermanently
devoted is most holy to Yahweh.

29 “ ‘No one devoted to destruction, who
shall be devoted fromamongmen, shall be
ransomed. He shall surely be put to death.

30 “ ‘All the tithe of the land, whether of
the seed of the land or of the fruit of the
trees, is Yahweh’s. It is holy to Yahweh.

31 If aman redeems anything of his tithe,
he shall add a fifth part to it.

32All the tithe of the herds or the flocks,
whatever passes under the rod, the tenth
shall be holy to Yahweh.

33 He shall not examine whether it is
goodorbad, neither shall heexchange it. If
he exchanges it at all, then both it and that
for which it is exchanged shall be holy. It
shall not be redeemed.’ ”

34 These are the commandments which
Yahweh commanded Moses for the chil-
dren of Israel onMount Sinai.
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The Fourth Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Numbers

1 Yahweh† spoke to Moses in the wilder-
ness of Sinai, in the Tent ofMeeting, on the
firstdayof the secondmonth, in the second
year after they had come out of the land of
Egypt, saying,

2 “Take a census of all the congregation
of the children of Israel, by their families,
by their fathers’ houses, according to the
number of the names, every male, one by
one,

3 from twenty years old and upward, all
who are able to go out to war in Israel.
You and Aaron shall count them by their
divisions.

4With you there shall be a man of every
tribe, each one head of his fathers’ house.

5 These are the names of the men who
shall stand with you:
Of Reuben: Elizur the son of Shedeur.
6 Of Simeon: Shelumiel the son of Zur-

ishaddai.
7 Of Judah: Nahshon the son of Ammi-

nadab.
8Of Issachar: Nethanel the son of Zuar.
9Of Zebulun: Eliab the son of Helon.
10Of the children of Joseph: of Ephraim:

Elishama the son of Ammihud; of Man-
asseh: Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.

11 Of Benjamin: Abidan the son of
Gideoni.

12OfDan: Ahiezer the son of Ammishad-
dai.

13Of Asher: Pagiel the son of Ochran.
14Of Gad: Eliasaph the son of Deuel.
15Of Naphtali: Ahira the son of Enan.”
16These are thosewhowere called of the

congregation, the princes‡ of the tribes of
their fathers; they were the heads of the
thousands of Israel.

17Moses and Aaron took these menwho
arementioned by name.

18 They assembled all the congregation
together on the first day of the second
month; and they declared their ancestry
by their families, by their fathers’ houses,

according to the number of the names,
from twenty years old and upward, one by
one.

19 As Yahweh commanded Moses, so he
counted them in the wilderness of Sinai.

20 The children of Reuben, Israel’s first-
born, their generations, by their families,
by their fathers’ houses, according to the
number of the names, one by one, every
male from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war:

21 those who were counted of them, of
the tribe of Reuben, were forty-six thou-
sand five hundred.

22Of the children of Simeon, their gener-
ations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, those who were counted of it, ac-
cording to the number of the names, one
by one, every male from twenty years old
and upward, all whowere able to go out to
war:

23 those who were counted of them, of
the tribe of Simeon, were fifty-nine thou-
sand three hundred.

24 Of the children of Gad, their genera-
tions, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and up-
ward, all who were able to go out to war:

25 those who were counted of them, of
the tribe of Gad, were forty-five thousand
six hundred fifty.

26 Of the children of Judah, their gener-
ations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and up-
ward, all who were able to go out to war:

27 those who were counted of them, of
the tribe of Judah,were seventy-four thou-
sand six hundred.

28Of the children of Issachar, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and up-
ward, all who were able to go out to war:

29 those who were counted of them, of
the tribe of Issachar, were fifty-four thou-
sand four hundred.

30Of the children of Zebulun, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’

† 1:1 “Yahweh” isGod’sproperName, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) inother translations. ‡ 1:16or, chiefs,
or, leaders
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houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and up-
ward, all who were able to go out to war:

31 those who were counted of them, of
the tribeof Zebulun,werefifty-seven thou-
sand four hundred.

32Of the children of Joseph: of the chil-
dren of Ephraim, their generations, by
their families, by their fathers’ houses, ac-
cording to the number of the names, from
twenty years old and upward, all who
were able to go out to war:

33 those who were counted of them, of
the tribe of Ephraim, were forty thousand
five hundred.

34 Of the children of Manasseh, their
generations, by their families, by their fa-
thers’ houses, according to the number
of the names, from twenty years old and
upward, allwhowereable to goout towar:

35 those who were counted of them, of
the tribe of Manasseh, were thirty-two
thousand two hundred.

36 Of the children of Benjamin, their
generations, by their families, by their fa-
thers’ houses, according to the number
of the names, from twenty years old and
upward, allwhowereable to goout towar:

37 those who were counted of them, of
the tribe of Benjamin, were thirty-five
thousand four hundred.

38 Of the children of Dan, their gener-
ations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and up-
ward, all who were able to go out to war:

39 those who were counted of them, of
the tribe of Dan, were sixty-two thousand
seven hundred.

40 Of the children of Asher, their gener-
ations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and up-
ward, all who were able to go out to war:

41 those who were counted of them, of
the tribe of Asher, were forty-one thou-
sand five hundred.

42Of the children of Naphtali, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and up-
ward, all who were able to go out to war:

43 those who were counted of them, of
the tribe ofNaphtali, werefifty-three thou-
sand four hundred.

44 These are those who were counted,
whom Moses and Aaron counted, and the
twelve men who were princes of Israel,
each one for his fathers’ house.

45 So all those who were counted of the
children of Israel by their fathers’ houses,
from twenty years old and upward, all
who were able to go out to war in Israel—

46 all those who were counted were
six hundred three thousand five hundred
fifty.

47 But the Levites after the tribe of their
fathers were not counted among them.

48For Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
49 “Only the tribe of Levi you shall not

count, neither shall you take a census of
them among the children of Israel;

50but appoint theLevites over theTaber-
nacle of the Testimony, and over all its
furnishings, and over all that belongs to it.
They shall carry the tabernacle and all its
furnishings; and they shall take care of it,
and shall encamp around it.

51 When the tabernacle is to move, the
Levites shall take it down; and when the
tabernacle is to be set up, the Levites shall
set it up. The stranger who comes near
shall be put to death.

52The children of Israel shall pitch their
tents, every man by his own camp, and
everyman by his own standard, according
to their divisions.

53 But the Levites shall encamp around
theTabernacle of the Testimony, that there
may be no wrath on the congregation of
the children of Israel. The Levites shall
be responsible for the Tabernacle of the
Testimony.”

54 Thus the children of Israel did. Ac-
cording to all that Yahweh commanded
Moses, so they did.

2
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying,
2 “The children of Israel shall encamp

every man by his own standard, with the
banners of their fathers’ houses. They
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shall encamp around the Tent of Meeting
at a distance from it.

3 “Those who encamp on the east side
toward the sunrise shall be of the standard
of the camp of Judah, according to their di-
visions. Theprinceof thechildrenof Judah
shall be Nahshon the son of Amminadab.

4 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were seventy-four thou-
sand six hundred.

5 “Those who encamp next to him shall
be the tribe of Issachar. The prince of the
children of Issachar shall be Nethanel the
son of Zuar.

6 His division, and those who were
countedof it,werefifty-four thousand four
hundred.

7 “The tribe of Zebulun: the prince of the
children of Zebulun shall be Eliab the son
of Helon.

8 His division, and those who were
counted of it, were fifty-seven thousand
four hundred.

9 “All who were counted of the camp of
Judah were one hundred eighty-six thou-
sand four hundred, according to their di-
visions. They shall set out first.

10 “On the south side shall be the stan-
dard of the camp of Reuben according to
their divisions. The prince of the chil-
dren of Reuben shall be Elizur the son of
Shedeur.

11 His division, and those who were
counted of it, were forty-six thousand five
hundred.

12 “Those who encamp next to him shall
be the tribe of Simeon. The prince of the
children of Simeon shall be Shelumiel the
son of Zurishaddai.

13 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were fifty-nine thousand
three hundred.

14 “The tribe of Gad: the prince of the
childrenofGad shall be Eliasaph the sonof
Reuel.

15 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were forty-five thousand
six hundred fifty.

16 “All who were counted of the camp of
Reuben were one hundred fifty-one thou-
sand four hundred fifty, according to their
armies. They shall set out second.

17“Then theTent ofMeeting shall set out,
with the camp of the Levites in the middle

of the camps. As theyencamp, so shall they
set out, every man in his place, by their
standards.

18“On thewest side shall be the standard
of the camp of Ephraim according to their
divisions. The prince of the children of
Ephraim shall be Elishama the son of Am-
mihud.

19 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were forty thousand five
hundred.

20 “Next to him shall be the tribe of
Manasseh. The prince of the children of
Manasseh shall be Gamaliel the son of
Pedahzur.

21 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were thirty-two thou-
sand two hundred.

22 “The tribe of Benjamin: the prince of
the children of Benjamin shall be Abidan
the son of Gideoni.

23 His army, and those who were
counted of them, were thirty-five thou-
sand four hundred.

24 “All who were counted of the camp
of Ephraim were one hundred eight thou-
sand one hundred, according to their divi-
sions. They shall set out third.

25 “On the north side shall be the stan-
dard of the camp of Dan according to their
divisions. The prince of the children of
Dan shall beAhiezer the sonofAmmishad-
dai.

26 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were sixty-two thousand
seven hundred.

27 “Those who encamp next to him shall
be the tribe of Asher. The prince of the
children of Asher shall be Pagiel the son of
Ochran.

28 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were forty-one thousand
five hundred.

29 “The tribe of Naphtali: the prince of
the children of Naphtali shall be Ahira the
son of Enan.

30 His division, and those who were
counted of them, were fifty-three thou-
sand four hundred.

31 “All who were counted of the camp of
Dan were one hundred fifty-seven thou-
sand six hundred. They shall set out last by
their standards.”
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32 These are those who were counted
of the children of Israel by their fathers’
houses. All who were counted of the
camps according to their armies were
six hundred three thousand five hundred
fifty.

33 But the Levites were not counted
among the children of Israel, as Yahweh
commandedMoses.

34 Thus the children of Israel did. Ac-
cording to all that Yahweh commanded
Moses, so they encamped by their stan-
dards, and so they set out, everyone by
their families, according to their fathers’
houses.

3
1 Now this is the history of the genera-

tions of Aaron and Moses in the day that
Yahweh spoke withMoses in Mount Sinai.

2 These are the names of the sons of
Aaron: Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar.

3 These are the names of the sons of
Aaron, the priests who were anointed,
whom he consecrated to minister in the
priest’s office.

4Nadab and Abihu died before Yahweh
when they offered strange fire before Yah-
weh in the wilderness of Sinai, and they
hadnochildren. Eleazarand Ithamarmin-
istered in the priest’s office in the presence
of Aaron their father.

5Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
6 “Bring the tribe of Levi near, and set

them before Aaron the priest, that they
mayminister to him.

7 They shall keep his requirements, and
the requirements of the whole congrega-
tion before the Tent of Meeting, to do the
service of the tabernacle.

8 They shall keep all the furnishings of
the Tent of Meeting, and the obligations of
the children of Israel, to do the service of
the tabernacle.

9You shall give the Levites to Aaron and
to his sons. They are wholly given to him
on the behalf of the children of Israel.

10 You shall appoint Aaron and his sons,
and they shall keep their priesthood, but
the stranger who comes near shall be put
to death.”

11Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
12“Behold,† Ihave taken theLevites from

among the children of Israel instead of all
the firstborn who open the womb among
the children of Israel; and the Levites shall
be mine,

13 for all the firstborn are mine. On the
day that I struck down all the firstborn in
the land of Egypt I made holy to me all the
firstborn in Israel, both man and animal.
They shall be mine. I am Yahweh.”

14 Yahweh spoke to Moses in the wilder-
ness of Sinai, saying,

15 “Count the children of Levi by their
fathers’houses, by their families. You shall
count every male from a month old and
upward.”

16Moses counted themaccording to Yah-
weh’s word, as he was commanded.

17 These were the sons of Levi by their
names: Gershon, Kohath, andMerari.

18These are thenamesof the sons ofGer-
shon by their families: Libni and Shimei.

19 The sons of Kohath by their families:
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

20 The sons of Merari by their families:
Mahli andMushi.
These are the families of the Levites ac-

cording to their fathers’ houses.
21 Of Gershon was the family of the

Libnites, and the family of the Shimeites.
These are the families of the Gershonites.

22 Those who were counted of them, ac-
cording to the number of all the males
from amonth old and upward, even those
who were counted of them were seven
thousand five hundred.

23 The families of the Gershonites shall
encamp behind the tabernacle westward.

24 Eliasaph the son of Lael shall be the
princeof the fathers’houseof theGershon-
ites.

25The duty of the sons of Gershon in the
Tent ofMeeting shall be the tabernacle, the
tent, its covering, the screen for the door of
the Tent of Meeting,

26 the hangings of the court, the screen
for the door of the court which is by the
tabernacle and around the altar, and its
cords for all of its service.

† 3:12 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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27 Of Kohath was the family of the Am-
ramites, the family of the Izharites, the
family of the Hebronites, and the family of
theUzzielites. These are the families of the
Kohathites.

28 According to the number of all the
males fromamontholdandupward, there
were eight thousand six hundred keeping
the requirements of the sanctuary.

29The familiesof the sonsofKohath shall
encamp on the south side of the taberna-
cle.

30The prince of the fathers’ house of the
families of the Kohathites shall be Eliza-
phan the son of Uzziel.

31 Their duty shall be the ark, the table,
the lampstand, thealtars, thevessels of the
sanctuary with which they minister, the
screen, and all its service.

32 Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest
shall beprinceof theprincesof theLevites,
with the oversight of those who keep the
requirements of the sanctuary.

33 Of Merari was the family of the
Mahlites and the family of the Mushites.
These are the families of Merari.

34 Those who were counted of them, ac-
cording to the number of all the males
from a month old and upward, were six
thousand two hundred.‡

35The prince of the fathers’ house of the
families of Merari was Zuriel the son of
Abihail. They shall encamp on the north
side of the tabernacle.

36 The appointed duty of the sons of
Merari shall be the tabernacle’s boards, its
bars, its pillars, its sockets, all its instru-
ments, all its service,

37 the pillars of the court around it, their
sockets, their pins, and their cords.

38 Those who encamp before the taber-
nacle eastward, in front of the Tent of
Meeting toward the sunrise, shall be
Moses, with Aaron and his sons, keeping
the requirements of the sanctuary for the
duty of the children of Israel. The outsider
who comes near shall be put to death.

39 All who were counted of the Levites,
whom Moses and Aaron counted at the
commandment of Yahweh, by their fami-
lies, all the males from a month old and
upward, were twenty-two thousand.

40 Yahweh said to Moses, “Count all the
firstborn males of the children of Israel
from a month old and upward, and take
the number of their names.

41 You shall take the Levites for me—I
am Yahweh—instead of all the firstborn
among the children of Israel; and the live-
stock of the Levites instead of all the first-
bornamong the livestockof the childrenof
Israel.”

42 Moses counted, as Yahweh com-
manded him, all the firstborn among the
children of Israel.

43 All the firstborn males according to
the number of names from a month old
and upward, of those who were counted
of them, were twenty-two thousand two
hundred seventy-three.

44Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
45 “Take the Levites instead of all the

firstborn among the children of Israel, and
the livestock of the Levites instead of their
livestock; and the Levites shall be mine. I
am Yahweh.

46 For the redemption of the two hun-
dred seventy-three of the firstborn of the
children of Israel who exceed the number
of the Levites,

47 you shall take five shekels apiece for
each one; according to the shekel§ of the
sanctuary you shall take them (the shekel
is twenty gerahs†);

48 and you shall give the money, with
which their remainder is redeemed, to
Aaron and to his sons.”

49 Moses took the redemption money
from those who exceeded the number of
those whowere redeemed by the Levites;

50 from the firstborn of the children of
Israel he took the money, one thousand
three hundred sixty-five shekels,‡ accord-
ing to the shekel of the sanctuary;

51 and Moses gave the redemption
money to Aaron and to his sons, according

‡ 3:34 + 22,000 is the sum rounded to 2 significant digits. The sum of the Gershonites, Kohathites, and Merarites
given above is 22,300, but the traditionalHebrew text has thenumber rounded to 2 significant digits, not 3 significant
digits. § 3:47 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. † 3:47 A gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7
grains. ‡ 3:50 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1365 shekels is about 13.65 kilograms or about
30 pounds.
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to Yahweh’sword, as Yahweh commanded
Moses.

4
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying,
2 “Take a census of the sons of Kohath

from among the sons of Levi, by their fam-
ilies, by their fathers’ houses,

3 from thirty years old and upward even
until fifty years old, all who enter into
the service to do the work in the Tent of
Meeting.

4“This is the serviceof the sonsofKohath
in the Tent of Meeting, regarding the most
holy things.

5When the campmoves forward, Aaron
shall go in with his sons; and they shall
take down the veil of the screen, cover the
ark of the Testimony with it,

6 put a covering of sealskin on it, spread
a blue cloth over it, and put in its poles.

7 “On the table of show bread they shall
spread a blue cloth, and put on it the
dishes, the spoons, the bowls, and the cups
with which to pour out; and the continual
bread shall be on it.

8 They shall spread on them a scarlet
cloth, and cover it with a covering of seal-
skin, and shall put in its poles.

9 “They shall take a blue cloth and cover
the lamp stand of the light, its lamps, its
snuffers, its snuff dishes, and all its oil
vessels, with which theyminister to it.

10 They shall put it and all its vessels
within a covering of sealskin, and shall put
it on the frame.

11 “On the golden altar they shall spread
a blue cloth, and cover itwith a covering of
sealskin, and shall put in its poles.

12 “They shall take all the vessels of min-
istry with which theyminister in the sanc-
tuary, and put them in a blue cloth, cover
themwith a covering of sealskin, and shall
put them on the frame.

13 “They shall take away the ashes from
the altar, and spread a purple cloth on it.

14 They shall put on it all its vessels
with which they minister about it, the fire
pans, the meat hooks, the shovels, and the
basins—all thevessels of thealtar; and they

shall spread on it a covering of sealskin,
and put in its poles.

15 “When Aaron and his sons have fin-
ished covering the sanctuary and all the
furniture of the sanctuary, as the camp
moves forward; after that, the sons of Ko-
hath shall come to carry it; but they shall
not touch the sanctuary, lest they die. The
sons of Kohath shall carry these things
belonging to the Tent of Meeting.

16 “The duty of Eleazar the son of Aaron
the priest shall be the oil for the light, the
sweet incense, the continualmeal offering,
and the anointing oil, the requirements of
all the tabernacle, and of all that is in it, the
sanctuary, and its furnishings.”

17Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron,
saying,

18 “Don’t cut off the tribe of the families
of the Kohathites from among the Levites;

19but do this to them, that theymay live,
and not die, when they approach the most
holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in
and appoint everyone to his service and to
his burden;

20but they shall not go in to see the sanc-
tuary even for amoment, lest they die.”

21Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
22 “Take a census of the sons of Gershon

also, by their fathers’ houses, by their fam-
ilies;

23you shall count them from thirty years
old and upward until fifty years old: all
who enter in to wait on the service, to do
the work in the Tent of Meeting.

24 “This is the service of the families of
the Gershonites, in serving and in bearing
burdens:

25 they shall carry the curtains of the
tabernacle and the Tent of Meeting, its
covering, the covering of sealskin that is
on it, the screen for the door of the Tent of
Meeting,

26 the hangings of the court, the screen
for the door of the gate of the court which
is by the tabernacle and around the altar,
their cords, andall the instrumentsof their
service, and whatever shall be done with
them. They shall serve in there.

27At the commandmentofAaronandhis
sons shall be all the service of the sons of
the Gershonites, in all their burden and
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in all their service; and you shall appoint
their duty to them in all their responsibili-
ties.

28This is the service of the families of the
sons of theGershonites in the Tent ofMeet-
ing. Their duty shall be under the hand of
Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.

29 “As for the sons of Merari, you shall
count them by their families, by their fa-
thers’ houses;

30you shall count them from thirty years
old and upward even to fifty years old—
everyone who enters on the service, to do
the work of the Tent of Meeting.

31 This is the duty of their burden, ac-
cording to all their service in the Tent of
Meeting: the tabernacle’s boards, its bars,
its pillars, its sockets,

32 the pillars of the court around it, their
sockets, their pins, their cords, with all
their instruments, and with all their ser-
vice. You shall appoint the instruments of
the duty of their burden to them by name.

33This is the service of the families of the
sons of Merari, according to all their ser-
vice in the Tent ofMeeting, under the hand
of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.”

34 Moses and Aaron and the princes of
the congregation counted the sons of the
Kohathites by their families, and by their
fathers’ houses,

35 fromthirtyyearsoldandupwardeven
to fifty years old, everyone who entered
into the service for work in the Tent of
Meeting.

36 Those who were counted of them by
their families were two thousand seven
hundred fifty.

37 These are those who were counted
of the families of the Kohathites, all who
served in theTentofMeeting,whomMoses
and Aaron counted according to the com-
mandment of Yahweh byMoses.

38 Those who were counted of the sons
of Gershon, by their families, and by their
fathers’ houses,

39 fromthirtyyearsoldandupwardeven
to fifty years old—everyone who entered
into the service for work in the Tent of
Meeting,

40even thosewhowere counted of them,
by their families, by their fathers’ houses,
were two thousand six hundred thirty.

41 These are those who were counted
of the families of the sons of Gershon, all
who served in the Tent of Meeting, whom
Moses andAaron counted according to the
commandment of Yahweh.

42 Those who were counted of the fami-
lies of the sons ofMerari, by their families,
by their fathers’ houses,

43 fromthirtyyearsoldandupwardeven
to fifty years old—everyone who entered
into the service for work in the Tent of
Meeting,

44 even those whowere counted of them
by their families, were three thousand two
hundred.

45 These are those who were counted of
the families of the sons of Merari, whom
Moses andAaron counted according to the
commandment of Yahweh byMoses.

46 All those who were counted of the
Levites whom Moses and Aaron and the
princes of Israel counted, by their families
and by their fathers’ houses,

47 fromthirtyyearsoldandupwardeven
to fifty years old, everyonewho entered in
to do the work of service and the work of
bearing burdens in the Tent of Meeting,

48even thosewhowere counted of them,
were eight thousand five hundred eighty.

49 According to the commandment of
Yahweh they were counted by Moses, ev-
eryone according to his service and ac-
cording to his burden. Thus they were
counted by him, as Yahweh commanded
Moses.

5
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Command the children of Israel that

they put out of the camp every leper, ev-
eryone who has a discharge, and whoever
is unclean by a corpse.

3 You shall put both male and female
outsideof thecampso that theydon’t defile
their camp, in themidst of which I dwell.”

4 The children of Israel did so, and put
them outside of the camp; as Yahweh
spoke to Moses, so the children of Israel
did.

5Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
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6 “Speak to the children of Israel: ‘When
amanorwomancommits any sin thatmen
commit, so as to trespass against Yahweh,
and that soul is guilty,

7 then he shall confess his sin which he
has done; andhe shallmake restitution for
his guilt in full, add to it the fifth part of it,
and give it to him in respect of whom he
has been guilty.

8But if themanhasnokinsman towhom
restitution may be made for the guilt, the
restitution for guilt which is made to Yah-
weh shall be the priest’s, in addition to
the ram of the atonement, bywhich atone-
ment shall be made for him.

9 Every heave offering of all the holy
things of the children of Israel, which they
present to the priest, shall be his.

10 Every man’s holy things shall be his;
whatever anyman gives the priest, it shall
be his.’ ”

11Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
12 “Speak to the children of Israel, and

tell them: ‘If any man’s wife goes astray
and is unfaithful to him,

13andaman lieswithher carnally, and it
ishidden fromtheeyesofherhusbandand
this is kept concealed, and she is defiled,
there is no witness against her, and she
isn’t taken in the act;

14 and the spirit of jealousy comes on
him, and he is jealous of hiswife and she is
defiled; or if the spirit of jealousy comes on
him, and he is jealous of his wife and she
isn’t defiled;

15 then themanshall bringhiswife to the
priest, and shall bring her offering for her:
one tenth of an ephah† of barley meal. He
shallpournooil on it, norput frankincense
on it, for it is a meal offering of jealousy, a
meal offering of memorial, bringing iniq-
uity to memory.

16The priest shall bring her near, and set
her before Yahweh.

17 The priest shall take holy water in an
earthen vessel; and the priest shall take
some of the dust that is on the floor of the
tabernacle and put it into the water.

18 The priest shall set the woman before
Yahweh, and let the hair of the woman’s

head go loose, and put themeal offering of
memorial in her hands, which is the meal
offering of jealousy. The priest shall have
in his hand the water of bitterness that
brings a curse.

19 The priest shall cause her to take an
oath and shall tell the woman, “If no man
has lain with you, and if you haven’t gone
aside to uncleanness, being under your
husband’s authority, be free from this wa-
ter of bitterness that brings a curse.

20But if you have gone astray, being un-
der your husband’s authority, and if you
are defiled, and some man has lain with
you besides your husband—”

21 then the priest shall cause the woman
to swear with the oath of cursing, and the
priest shall tell the woman, “May Yahweh
make you a curse and an oath among your
people, when Yahweh allows your thigh to
fall away, and your body to swell;

22 and this water that brings a curse
will go into your bowels, and make your
body swell, and your thigh fall away.” The
woman shall say, “Amen, Amen.”

23 “ ‘The priest shall write these curses
in a book, and he shall wipe them into the
water of bitterness.

24 He shall make the woman drink the
water of bitterness that causes the curse;
and the water that causes the curse shall
enter into her and become bitter.

25The priest shall take the meal offering
of jealousy out of the woman’s hand, and
shall wave the meal offering before Yah-
weh, and bring it to the altar.

26 The priest shall take a handful of the
meal offering, as itsmemorial portion, and
burn it on the altar, and afterward shall
make the woman drink the water.

27When he has made her drink the wa-
ter, then it shall happen, if she is defiled
and has committed a trespass against her
husband, that the water that causes the
curse will enter into her and become bit-
ter, and her body will swell, and her thigh
will fall away; and the woman will be a
curse among her people.

28 If thewoman isn’t defiled, but is clean;
then she shall be free, and shall conceive
offspring.‡

† 5:15 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 5:28 or, seed
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29 “ ‘This is the law of jealousy, when
a wife, being under her husband, goes
astray, and is defiled,

30orwhen thespirit of jealousycomeson
aman, andhe is jealous of hiswife; thenhe
shall set the woman before Yahweh, and
the priest shall execute on her all this law.

31 The man shall be free from iniquity,
and that woman shall bear her iniquity.’ ”

6
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell

them: ‘When either man or woman shall
make a special vow, the vow of a Nazirite,
to separate himself to Yahweh,

3 he shall separate himself from wine
and strong drink. He shall drink no vine-
gar ofwine, or vinegar of fermenteddrink,
neither shall he drink any juice of grapes,
nor eat fresh grapes or dried.

4 All the days of his separation he shall
eat nothing that is made of the grapevine,
from the seeds even to the skins.

5 “ ‘All the days of his vow of separation
no razor shall come on his head, until the
days are fulfilled in which he separates
himself to Yahweh. He shall be holy. He
shall let the locks of the hair of his head
grow long.

6 “ ‘All the days that he separates himself
to Yahweh he shall not go near a dead
body.

7 He shall not make himself unclean
for his father, or for his mother, for his
brother, or for his sister, when they die,
because his separation to God† is on his
head.

8All the days of his separation he is holy
to Yahweh.

9 “ ‘If anyman dies very suddenly beside
him, and he defiles the head of his sepa-
ration, then he shall shave his head in the
day of his cleansing. On the seventh dayhe
shall shave it.

10 On the eighth day he shall bring two
turtledoves or two young pigeons to the
priest, to the door of the Tent of Meeting.

11 The priest shall offer one for a sin
offering, and theother for aburnt offering,

and make atonement for him, because he
sinned by reason of the dead, and shall
make his head holy that same day.

12He shall separate to Yahweh the days
of his separation, and shall bring a male
lamb a year old for a trespass offering; but
the former days shall be void, because his
separation was defiled.

13 “ ‘This is the law of the Nazirite: when
the days of his separation are fulfilled, he
shall be brought to the door of the Tent of
Meeting,

14 and he shall offer his offering to Yah-
weh: one male lamb a year old without
defect for a burnt offering, one ewe lamb
a year oldwithout defect for a sin offering,
one ram without defect for peace offer-
ings,

15a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of
fine flour mixed with oil, and unleavened
wafers anointed with oil with their meal
offering and their drink offerings.

16 The priest shall present them before
Yahweh, and shall offer his sin offering
and his burnt offering.

17He shall offer the ram for a sacrifice of
peace offerings to Yahweh,with the basket
of unleavened bread. The priest shall offer
also its meal offering and its drink offer-
ing.

18 The Nazirite shall shave the head of
his separation at the door of the Tent of
Meeting, take the hair of the head of his
separation, and put it on the fire which is
under the sacrifice of peace offerings.

19 The priest shall take the boiled shoul-
der of the ram, one unleavened cake out
of the basket, and one unleavened wafer,
and shall put them on the hands of the
Nazirite after hehas shaved theheadofhis
separation;

20 and the priest shall wave them for a
wave offering before Yahweh. They are
holy for thepriest, togetherwith thebreast
that is waved and the thigh that is offered.
After that the Nazirite may drink wine.

21 “ ‘This is the law of the Nazirite who
vows and of his offering to Yahweh for his
separation, in addition to that which he is
able to afford. According to his vowwhich

† 6:7 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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he vows, so he must do after the law of his
separation.’ ”

22Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
23 “Speak to Aaron and to his sons, say-

ing, ‘This is how you shall bless the chil-
dren of Israel.’ You shall tell them,
24 ‘Yahweh bless you, and keep you.

25 Yahweh make his face to shine on
you,

and be gracious to you.
26Yahweh lift up his face toward you,

and give you peace.’
27 “So they shall put my name on the

children of Israel; and I will bless them.”

7
1On the day that Moses had finished set-

ting up the tabernacle, and had anointed
it and sanctified it with all its furniture,
and the altar with all its vessels, and had
anointed and sanctified them;

2 the princes of Israel, the heads of their
fathers’ houses, gave offerings. These
were the princes of the tribes. These
are they who were over those who were
counted;

3 and they brought their offering before
Yahweh, six covered wagons and twelve
oxen; awagon for every twoof theprinces,
and for each one an ox. They presented
them before the tabernacle.

4Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
5 “Accept these from them, that theymay

be used in doing the service of the Tent
of Meeting; and you shall give them to
the Levites, to every man according to his
service.”

6 Moses took the wagons and the oxen,
and gave them to the Levites.

7 He gave two wagons and four oxen
to the sons of Gershon, according to their
service.

8 He gave four wagons and eight oxen
to the sons of Merari, according to their
service, under the direction of Ithamar the
son of Aaron the priest.

9But to the sons of Kohath he gave none,
because the service of the sanctuary be-
longed to them; they carried it on their
shoulders.

10The princes gave offerings for the ded-
ication of the altar in the day that it was
anointed. The princes gave their offerings
before the altar.

11 Yahweh said to Moses, “They shall of-
fer their offering, each prince on his day,
for the dedication of the altar.”

12 He who offered his offering the first
day was Nahshon the son of Amminadab,
of the tribe of Judah,

13and his offering was:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,†
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flourmixedwith oil for
a meal offering;

14 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

15one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
16onemale goat for a sin offering;
17and for the sacrificeof peaceofferings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and fivemale lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Nahshon the son of
Amminadab.

18On the second day Nethanel the son of
Zuar, prince of Issachar, gave his offering.

19He offered for his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flourmixedwith oil for
a meal offering;

20 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

21one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
22onemale goat for a sin offering;
23and for the sacrificeof peaceofferings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, fivemale lambs a year old. This was
the offering of Nethanel the son of Zuar.

† 7:13 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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24Onthe thirddayEliab the sonofHelon,
prince of the children of Zebulun,

25 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was a hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flourmixedwith oil for
a meal offering;

26 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

27one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
28onemale goat for a sin offering;
29and for the sacrificeof peaceofferings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and fivemale lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Eliab the son of Helon.

30 On the fourth day Elizur the son of
Shedeur, prince of the children of Reuben,

31 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flourmixedwith oil for
a meal offering;

32 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

33one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
34onemale goat for a sin offering;
35 and for the sacrifice of peace offer-

ings, two head of cattle, five rams, five
male goats, andfivemale lambs a year old.
This was the offering of Elizur the son of
Shedeur.

36 On the fifth day Shelumiel the son
of Zurishaddai, prince of the children of
Simeon,

37 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flourmixedwith oil for
a meal offering;

38 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

39one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
40onemale goat for a sin offering;
41and for the sacrificeof peaceofferings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old: this
was the offering of Shelumiel the son of
Zurishaddai.

42 On the sixth day, Eliasaph the son of
Deuel, prince of the children of Gad,

43 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flourmixedwith oil for
a meal offering;

44 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

45one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
46onemale goat for a sin offering;
47and for the sacrificeof peaceofferings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and fivemale lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Eliasaph the son of
Deuel.

48 On the seventh day Elishama the son
of Ammihud, prince of the children of
Ephraim,

49 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flourmixedwith oil for
a meal offering;

50 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

51one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
52onemale goat for a sin offering;
53and for the sacrificeof peaceofferings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
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goats, and fivemale lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Elishama the son of
Ammihud.

54On the eighth day Gamaliel the son of
Pedahzur, prince of the children of Man-
asseh,

55 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flourmixedwith oil for
a meal offering;

56 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

57one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
58onemale goat for a sin offering;
59and for the sacrificeof peaceofferings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and fivemale lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Gamaliel the son of
Pedahzur.

60 On the ninth day Abidan the son of
Gideoni, prince of the children of Ben-
jamin,

61 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flourmixedwith oil for
a meal offering;

62 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

63one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
64onemale goat for a sin offering;
65 and for the sacrifice of peace offer-

ings, two head of cattle, five rams, five
male goats, andfivemale lambs a year old.
This was the offering of Abidan the son of
Gideoni.

66 On the tenth day Ahiezer the son of
Ammishaddai, prince of the children of
Dan,

67 gave his offering:

one silver platter, the weight of which
was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flourmixedwith oil for
a meal offering;

68 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

69one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
70onemale goat for a sin offering;
71and for the sacrificeof peaceofferings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and fivemale lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Ahiezer the son of Am-
mishaddai.

72On the eleventh day Pagiel the son of
Ochran, prince of the children of Asher,

73 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flourmixedwith oil for
a meal offering;

74 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

75one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
76onemale goat for a sin offering;
77 and for the sacrifice of peace offer-

ings, two head of cattle, five rams, five
male goats, andfivemale lambs a year old.
This was the offering of Pagiel the son of
Ochran.

78 On the twelfth day Ahira the son of
Enan, prince of the children of Naphtali,

79 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flourmixedwith oil for
a meal offering;

80 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

81one young bull,
one ram,
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one male lamb a year old, for a burnt
offering;

82onemale goat for a sin offering;
83and for the sacrificeof peaceofferings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and fivemale lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Ahira the son of Enan.

84Thiswas the dedication offering of the
altar, on the day when it was anointed, by
the princes of Israel: twelve silver platters,
twelve silver bowls, twelve golden ladles;

85 each silver platter weighing one hun-
dred thirty shekels, and each bowl sev-
enty; all the silver of the vessels two thou-
sand four hundred shekels, according to
the shekel of the sanctuary;

86 the twelve golden ladles, full of in-
cense, weighing ten shekels apiece, ac-
cording to the shekel of the sanctuary; all
the goldof the ladlesweighedonehundred
twenty shekels;

87 all the cattle for the burnt offering
twelve bulls, the rams twelve, the male
lambs a year old twelve, and their meal
offering; and twelve male goats for a sin
offering;

88 and all the cattle for the sacrifice of
peace offerings: twenty-four bulls, sixty
rams, sixty male goats, and sixty male
lambs a year old. This was the dedication
offering of the altar, after it was anointed.

89 When Moses went into the Tent of
Meeting to speak with Yahweh, he heard
his voice speaking to him from above the
mercy seat that was on the ark of the Tes-
timony, from between the two cherubim;
and he spoke to him.

8
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to Aaron, and tell him, ‘When

you light the lamps, the seven lamps shall
give light in front of the lamp stand.’ ”

3Aarondid so. He lit its lamps to light the
area in front of the lamp stand, as Yahweh
commandedMoses.

4This was the workmanship of the lamp
stand, beaten work of gold. From its base
to its flowers, itwas beatenwork. Hemade
the lamp stand according to the pattern
which Yahweh had shownMoses.

5Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
6 “Take the Levites from among the chil-

dren of Israel, and cleanse them.
7 You shall do this to them to cleanse

them: sprinkle the water of cleansing on
them, let them shave their whole bodies
with a razor, let them wash their clothes,
and cleanse themselves.

8 Then let them take a young bull and
its meal offering, fine flourmixedwith oil;
and another young bull you shall take for
a sin offering.

9 You shall present the Levites before
the Tent of Meeting. You shall assemble
the whole congregation of the children of
Israel.

10 You shall present the Levites before
Yahweh. The children of Israel shall lay
their hands on the Levites,

11 and Aaron shall offer the Levites be-
fore Yahweh for a wave offering on the
behalf of the children of Israel, that it may
be theirs to do the service of Yahweh.

12 “The Levites shall lay their hands on
the heads of the bulls, and you shall offer
the one for a sin offering and the other
for a burnt offering to Yahweh, to make
atonement for the Levites.

13You shall set the Levites before Aaron
and before his sons, and offer them as a
wave offering to Yahweh.

14 Thus you shall separate the Levites
from among the children of Israel, and the
Levites shall be mine.

15 “After that, the Levites shall go in to do
theserviceof theTentofMeeting. Youshall
cleanse them, and offer them as a wave
offering.

16 For they are wholly given to me from
among the children of Israel; instead of all
who open the womb, even the firstborn of
all the children of Israel, I have taken them
tome.

17 For all the firstborn among the chil-
dren of Israel are mine, both man and
animal. On the day that I struck all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, I sanctified
them for myself.

18 I have taken the Levites instead of all
the firstborn among the children of Israel.

19 I have given the Levites as a gift to
Aaron and to his sons from among the
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children of Israel, to do the service of the
children of Israel in the Tent of Meeting,
and to make atonement for the children
of Israel, so that there will be no plague
among the childrenof Israelwhen the chil-
dren of Israel come near to the sanctuary.”

20Moses, and Aaron, and all the congre-
gation of the children of Israel did so to the
Levites. According to all that Yahweh com-
manded Moses concerning the Levites, so
the children of Israel did to them.

21 The Levites purified themselves from
sin, and they washed their clothes; and
Aaronoffered them for awave offering be-
fore Yahweh and Aaron made atonement
for them to cleanse them.

22 After that, the Levites went in to do
their service in the Tent of Meeting be-
fore Aaron and before his sons: as Yah-
weh had commanded Moses concerning
the Levites, so they did to them.

23Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
24 “This iswhat is assigned to the Levites:

from twenty-five years old and upward
they shall go in towait on the service in the
work of the Tent of Meeting;

25 and from the age of fifty years they
shall retire from doing the work, and shall
serve nomore,

26 but shall assist their brothers in the
Tent of Meeting, to perform the duty, and
shall perform no service. This is how you
shall have the Levites do their duties.”

9
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses in the wilder-

ness of Sinai, in the first month of the
second year after they had come out of the
land of Egypt, saying,

2 “Let the children of Israel keep the
Passover in its appointed season.

3On the fourteenth day of this month, at
evening, you shall keep it in its appointed
season. You shall keep it according to all
its statutes and according to all its ordi-
nances.”

4 Moses told the children of Israel that
they should keep the Passover.

5 They kept the Passover in the first
month, on the fourteenth day of themonth

at evening, in the wilderness of Sinai. Ac-
cording to all that Yahweh commanded
Moses, so the children of Israel did.

6 There were certain men who were un-
clean because of the dead body of a man,
so that they could not keep the Passover on
that day, and they came before Moses and
Aaron on that day.

7 Those men said to him, “We are un-
clean because of the dead body of a man.
Why are we kept back, that wemay not of-
fer the offering of Yahweh in its appointed
season among the children of Israel?”

8 Moses answered them, “Wait, that I
may hear what Yahweh will command
concerning you.”

9Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
10 “Say to the children of Israel, ‘If any

man of you or of your generations is un-
clean by reason of a dead body, or is on
a journey far away, he shall still keep the
Passover to Yahweh.

11 In the second month, on the four-
teenth day at evening they shall keep it;
they shall eat it with unleavened bread
and bitter herbs.

12 They shall leave none of it until the
morning, nor break a bone of it. According
to all the statute of the Passover they shall
keep it.

13But themanwho is clean, and is not on
a journey, and fails to keep the Passover,
that soul shall be cut off from his people.
Because he didn’t offer the offering of Yah-
weh in its appointed season, thatmanshall
bear his sin.

14 “ ‘If a foreigner lives among you and
desires to keep the Passover to Yahweh,
then he shall do so according to the statute
of the Passover, and according to its ordi-
nance. You shall have one statute, both for
the foreigner and for him who is born in
the land.’ ”

15 On the day that the tabernacle was
raised up, the cloud covered the taberna-
cle, even the Tent of the Testimony. At
evening it was over the tabernacle, as it
were the appearance of fire, until morn-
ing.

16 So it was continually. The cloud cov-
ered it, and the appearance offirebynight.
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17 Whenever the cloud was taken up
from over the Tent, then after that the
childrenof Israel traveled; and in theplace
where the cloud remained, there the chil-
dren of Israel encamped.

18 At the commandment of Yahweh, the
children of Israel traveled, and at the com-
mandment of Yahweh they encamped. As
long as the cloud remainedon the taberna-
cle they remained encamped.

19 When the cloud stayed on the taber-
nacle many days, then the children of Is-
rael kept Yahweh’s command, and didn’t
travel.

20 Sometimes the cloud was a few days
on the tabernacle; then according to the
commandment of Yahweh they remained
encamped, and according to the com-
mandment of Yahweh they traveled.

21 Sometimes the cloud was from
evening until morning; and when the
cloud was taken up in the morning, they
traveled; or by day and by night, when the
cloud was taken up, they traveled.

22Whether it was two days, or a month,
or a year that the cloud stayed on the
tabernacle, remaining on it, the children
of Israel remained encamped, and didn’t
travel; but when it was taken up, they
traveled.

23At the commandment of Yahweh they
encamped, and at the commandment of
Yahweh they traveled. TheykeptYahweh’s
command, at the commandment of Yah-
weh byMoses.

10
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Make two trumpets of silver. You shall

make them of beaten work. You shall use
them for the calling of the congregation
and for the journeying of the camps.

3When theyblowthem, all the congrega-
tion shall gather themselves to you at the
door of the Tent of Meeting.

4 If they blow just one, then the princes,
the heads of the thousands of Israel, shall
gather themselves to you.

5 When you blow an alarm, the camps
that lie on the east side shall go forward.

6 When you blow an alarm the second
time, the camps that lie on the south side
shall go forward. They shall blowanalarm
for their journeys.

7 But when the assembly is to be gath-
ered together, you shall blow, but you shall
not sound an alarm.

8 “The sons of Aaron, the priests, shall
blow the trumpets. This shall be to you for
a statute forever throughout your genera-
tions.

9 When you go to war in your land
against the adversary who oppresses you,
then you shall sound an alarm with the
trumpets. Then you will be remembered
before Yahweh your God, and you will be
saved from your enemies.

10 “Also in the day of your gladness, and
in your set feasts, and in the beginnings of
your months, you shall blow the trumpets
over your burnt offerings, and over the
sacrifices of your peace offerings; and they
shall be to you for amemorial before your
God. I am Yahweh your God.”

11 In the second year, in the second
month, on the twentieth day of themonth,
the cloud was taken up from over the
tabernacle of the covenant.

12 The children of Israel went forward
on their journeys out of the wilderness of
Sinai; and the cloud stayed in the wilder-
ness of Paran.

13 They first went forward according to
the commandment of Yahweh byMoses.

14 First, the standard of the camp of the
children of Judahwent forward according
to their armies. Nahshon the son of Ammi-
nadab was over his army.

15 Nethanel the son of Zuar was over
the army of the tribe of the children of
Issachar.

16 Eliab the son of Helon was over the
army of the tribe of the children of Zebu-
lun.

17 The tabernacle was taken down; and
the sonsofGershonand the sonsofMerari,
who bore the tabernacle, went forward.

18 The standard of the camp of Reuben
went forward according to their armies.
Elizur the son of Shedeur was over his
army.
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19 Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai was
over the army of the tribe of the children
of Simeon.

20Eliasaph the son of Deuelwas over the
army of the tribe of the children of Gad.

21 The Kohathites set forward, bearing
the sanctuary. The others set up the taber-
nacle before they arrived.

22 The standard of the camp of the chil-
dren of Ephraim set forward according to
their armies. Elishama the son of Ammi-
hud was over his army.

23Gamaliel the sonofPedahzurwasover
the army of the tribe of the children of
Manasseh.

24 Abidan the son of Gideoni was over
the army of the tribe of the children of
Benjamin.

25 The standard of the camp of the chil-
dren of Dan, which was the rear guard
of all the camps, set forward according
to their armies. Ahiezer the son of Am-
mishaddai was over his army.

26 Pagiel the son of Ochran was over the
army of the tribe of the children of Asher.

27 Ahira the son of Enan was over the
army of the tribe of the children of Naph-
tali.

28 Thus were the travels of the children
of Israel according to their armies; and
they went forward.

29Moses said to Hobab, the son of Reuel
the Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, “We
are journeying to the place of which Yah-
weh said, ‘I will give it to you.’ Come with
us, and we will treat you well; for Yahweh
has spoken good concerning Israel.”

30 He said to him, “I will not go; but I
will depart to my own land, and to my
relatives.”

31 Moses said, “Don’t leave us, please;
because you know how we are to encamp
in thewilderness, and you can be our eyes.

32 It shall be, if you go with us—yes, it
shall be—thatwhatever good Yahweh does
to us, we will do the same to you.”

33 They set forward from the Mount
of Yahweh three days’ journey. The ark
of Yahweh’s covenant went before them
three days’ journey, to seek out a resting
place for them.

34ThecloudofYahwehwasover themby
day,when they set forward from the camp.

35 When the ark went forward, Moses
said, “Rise up, Yahweh, and let your ene-
mies be scattered! Let those who hate you
flee before you!”

36When it rested, he said, “Return, Yah-
weh, to the ten thousands of the thousands
of Israel.”

11
1 The people were complaining in the

ears of Yahweh. When Yahweh heard
it, his anger burned; and Yahweh’s fire
burned among them, and consumed some
of the outskirts of the camp.

2 The people cried to Moses; and Moses
prayed to Yahweh, and the fire abated.

3 The name of that place was called
Taberah,† because Yahweh’s fire burned
among them.

4 The mixed multitude that was among
them lusted exceedingly; and the children
of Israel also wept again, and said, “Who
will give us meat to eat?

5We remember the fish, whichwe ate in
Egypt for nothing; the cucumbers, and the
melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and
the garlic;

6 but now we have lost our appetite.
There is nothing at all except this manna
to look at.”

7 The manna was like coriander seed,
and it looked like bdellium.‡

8 The people went around, gathered it,
andground it inmills, or beat it inmortars,
and boiled it in pots, and made cakes of it.
Its taste was like the taste of fresh oil.

9When the dew fell on the camp in the
night, the manna fell on it.

10 Moses heard the people weeping
throughout their families, every man at
the door of his tent; and Yahweh’s anger
burnedgreatly; andMoseswasdispleased.

11 Moses said to Yahweh, “Why have
you treated your servant so badly? Why
haven’t I found favor in your sight, that
you lay theburdenofall thispeopleonme?

12Have I conceived all this people? Have
I brought them out, that you should tell

† 11:3 Taberahmeans “burning” ‡ 11:7 Bdellium is a resin extracted from certain African trees.
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me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse
carries a nursing infant, to the land which
you swore to their fathers’?

13Where could I getmeat to giveall these
people? For they weep before me, saying,
‘Give us meat, that wemay eat.’

14 I am not able to bear all this people
alone, because it is too heavy for me.

15 If you treat me this way, please kill me
right now, if I have found favor in your
sight; and don’t let me see my wretched-
ness.”

16 Yahweh said to Moses, “Gather to me
seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom
youknowtobe theelders of thepeople and
officers over them; and bring them to the
Tent of Meeting, that theymay stand there
with you.

17 I will come down and talk with you
there. I will take of the Spirit which is on
you, andwill put it on them; and they shall
bear the burden of the people with you,
that you don’t bear it yourself alone.

18“Say to thepeople, ‘Sanctifyyourselves
in preparation for tomorrow, and you will
eat meat; for you have wept in the ears
of Yahweh, saying, “Whowill give us meat
to eat? For it was well with us in Egypt.”
Therefore Yahwehwill give youmeat, and
you will eat.

19 You will not eat just one day, or two
days, or five days, or ten days, or twenty
days,

20 but a whole month, until it comes out
at your nostrils, and it is loathsome to you;
because you have rejected Yahweh who
is among you, and have wept before him,
saying, “WhydidwecomeoutofEgypt?” ’ ”

21Moses said, “Thepeople, amongwhom
I am, are six hundred thousand men on
foot; and you have said, ‘I will give them
meat, that theymay eat a whole month.’

22 Shall flocks and herds be slaughtered
for them, to be sufficient for them? Shall
all the fish of the sea be gathered together
for them, to be sufficient for them?”

23Yahweh said to Moses, “Has Yahweh’s
hand grown short? Now you will see

whether my word will happen to you or
not.”

24 Moses went out, and told the people
Yahweh’s words; and he gathered seventy
men of the elders of the people, and set
them around the Tent.

25 Yahweh came down in the cloud, and
spoke to him, and took of the Spirit that
was on him, and put it on the seventy
elders. When the Spirit rested on them,
they prophesied, but they did so nomore.

26 But two men remained in the camp.
The name of one was Eldad, and the name
of the other Medad; and the Spirit rested
on them. They were of those who were
written, but had not gone out to the Tent;
and they prophesied in the camp.

27A youngman ran, and toldMoses, and
said, “EldadandMedadareprophesying in
the camp!”

28 Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of
Moses, one of his chosen men, answered,
“My lordMoses, forbid them!”

29Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for
my sake? I wish that all Yahweh’s people
were prophets, that Yahwehwould put his
Spirit on them!”

30Moses went into the camp, he and the
elders of Israel.

31 A wind from Yahweh went out and
brought quails from the sea, and let them
fall by the camp, about a day’s journey
on this side, and a day’s journey on the
other side, around the camp, and about
two cubits§ above the surface of the earth.

32 The people rose up all that day, and
all of that night, and all the next day, and
gathered thequails. Hewhogathered least
gathered ten homers;† and they spread
them all out for themselves around the
camp.

33While themeatwas still between their
teeth, before it was chewed, Yahweh’s
anger burned against the people, and Yah-
weh struck the people with a very great
plague.

34 The name of that place was called
Kibroth Hattaavah,‡ because there they
buried the people who lusted.

§ 11:31 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. † 11:32 1 homer is about 220 liters or 6 bushels ‡ 11:34 Kibroth Hattaavahmeans “graves of lust”
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35 From Kibroth Hattaavah the people
traveled to Hazeroth; and they stayed at
Hazeroth.

12
1MiriamandAaron spoke againstMoses

because of the Cushite woman whom he
hadmarried; for he hadmarried a Cushite
woman.

2They said, “Has Yahweh indeed spoken
only with Moses? Hasn’t he spoken also
with us?” And Yahweh heard it.

3Now the man Moses was very humble,
more than all the men who were on the
surface of the earth.

4 Yahweh spoke suddenly to Moses, to
Aaron, and toMiriam, “You three comeout
to the Tent of Meeting!”
The three of them came out.
5Yahweh came down in a pillar of cloud,

andstoodat thedoorof theTent, andcalled
Aaron and Miriam; and they both came
forward.

6He said, “Now hear my words. If there
is a prophet among you, I, Yahweh, will
make myself known to him in a vision. I
will speak with him in a dream.

7 My servant Moses is not so. He is
faithful in all my house.

8With him, I will speakmouth tomouth,
even plainly, and not in riddles; and he
shall see Yahweh’s form. Why then were
younot afraid to speak againstmy servant,
against Moses?”

9 Yahweh’s anger burned against them;
and he departed.

10 The cloud departed from over the
Tent; and behold, Miriam was leprous, as
white as snow. Aaron looked at Miriam,
and behold, she was leprous.

11 Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, my lord,
please don’t count this sin against us, in
which we have done foolishly, and in
which we have sinned.

12 Let her not, I pray, be as one dead, of
whom the flesh is half consumed when he
comes out of his mother’s womb.”

13Moses cried to Yahweh, saying, “Heal
her, God, I beg you!”

14 Yahweh said to Moses, “If her father
had but spit in her face, shouldn’t she be
ashamed seven days? Let her be shut up

outside of the camp seven days, and after
that she shall be brought in again.”

15 Miriam was shut up outside of the
camp seven days, and the people didn’t
travel until Miriamwas brought in again.

16 Afterward the people traveled from
Hazeroth, and encamped in the wilder-
ness of Paran.

13
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Send men, that they may spy out the

landofCanaan,which Igive to thechildren
of Israel. Of every tribe of their fathers,
you shall send a man, every one a prince
among them.”

3Moses sent themfromthewildernessof
Paran according to the commandment of
Yahweh. All of them were men who were
heads of the children of Israel.

4These were their names:
Of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son
of Zaccur.
5Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of
Hori.
6 Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of
Jephunneh.
7 Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of
Joseph.
8Of the tribe of Ephraim,Hoshea the sonof
Nun.
9Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of
Raphu.
10Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son
of Sodi.
11 Of the tribe of Joseph, of the tribe of
Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi.
12 Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of
Gemalli.
13 Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of
Michael.
14Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of
Vophsi.
15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of
Machi.
16 These are the names of the men who
Moses sent to spy out the land. Moses
called Hoshea the son of Nun Joshua.
17 Moses sent them to spy out the land
of Canaan, and said to them, “Go up this
way by the South, and go up into the hill
country.
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18 See the land, what it is; and the peo-
ple who dwell therein, whether they are
strong or weak, whether they are few or
many;
19 and what the land is that they dwell in,
whether it is good or bad; and what cities
they are that they dwell in, whether in
camps, or in strongholds;
20andwhat the land is, whether it is fertile
or poor, whether there is wood therein, or
not. Be courageous, and bring some of the
fruit of the land.” Now the time was the
time of the first-ripe grapes.

21So theywentup, andspiedout the land
from thewilderness of Zin to Rehob, to the
entrance of Hamath.

22 They went up by the South, and came
to Hebron; and Ahiman, Sheshai, and Tal-
mai, the children of Anak, were there.
(NowHebronwas built seven years before
Zoan in Egypt.)

23They came to the valley of Eshcol, and
cut down from there a branch with one
cluster of grapes, and they bore it on a staff
between two. They also brought some of
the pomegranates and figs.

24 That place was called the valley of
Eshcol, because of the cluster which the
children of Israel cut down from there.

25 They returned from spying out the
land at the end of forty days.

26 They went and came to Moses, to
Aaron, and to all the congregation of the
children of Israel, to the wilderness of
Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word
to them and to all the congregation. They
showed them the fruit of the land.

27 They told him, and said, “We came to
the landwhere you sent us. Surely it flows
withmilk and honey, and this is its fruit.

28However, the people who dwell in the
land are strong, and the cities are fortified
and very large. Moreover, we saw the
children of Anak there.

29Amalekdwells in the landof theSouth.
The Hittite, the Jebusite, and the Amorite
dwell in the hill country. The Canaanite
dwells by the sea, and along the side of the
Jordan.”

30 Caleb stilled the people before Moses,
and said, “Let’s go up at once, and possess

it; for we are well able to overcome it!”
31 But the men who went up with him

said, “We aren’t able to go up against the
people; for they are stronger than we.”

32 They brought up an evil report of the
land which they had spied out to the chil-
dren of Israel, saying, “The land, through
which we have gone to spy it out, is a land
that eats up its inhabitants; and all the
people who we saw in it are men of great
stature.

33 There we saw the Nephilim,† the sons
of Anak, who come from the Nephilim.‡
Wewere in our own sight as grasshoppers,
and so wewere in their sight.”

14
1 All the congregation lifted up their

voice, and cried; and the people wept that
night.

2 All the children of Israel murmured
against Moses and against Aaron. The
whole congregation said to them, “We
wish that we had died in the land of Egypt,
or that we had died in this wilderness!

3 Why does Yahweh bring us to this
land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and
our little ones will be captured or killed!
Wouldn’t it be better for us to return into
Egypt?”

4 They said to one another, “Let’s choose
a leader, and let’s return into Egypt.”

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their
faces before all the assembly of the congre-
gation of the children of Israel.

6 Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the
son of Jephunneh, who were of those who
spied out the land, tore their clothes.

7 They spoke to all the congregation of
the children of Israel, saying, “The land,
which we passed through to spy it out, is
an exceedingly good land.

8 If Yahweh delights in us, then he will
bring us into this land, and give it to us: a
land which flows withmilk and honey.

9 Only don’t rebel against Yahweh, nei-
ther fear the people of the land; for they
are bread for us. Their defense is removed
from over them, and Yahweh is with us.
Don’t fear them.”

† 13:33 or, giants ‡ 13:33 or, giants
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10But all the congregation threatened to
stone themwith stones.
Yahweh’s glory appeared in the Tent of

Meeting to all the children of Israel.
11Yahweh said to Moses, “How long will

this peopledespiseme? How longwill they
not believe in me, for all the signs which I
have worked among them?

12 I will strike them with the pestilence,
and disinherit them, and will make of you
a nation greater andmightier than they.”

13Moses said toYahweh, “Then theEgyp-
tians will hear it; for you brought up this
people in yourmight from among them.

14 They will tell it to the inhabitants of
this land. They have heard that you Yah-
weh are among this people; for you Yah-
weh are seen face to face, and your cloud
stands over them, and you go before them,
in a pillar of cloud by day, and in a pillar of
fire by night.

15 Now if you killed this people as one
man, then the nations which have heard
the fame of you will speak, saying,

16 ‘BecauseYahwehwasnot able to bring
this people into the land which he swore
to them, therefore he has slain them in the
wilderness.’

17Now please let the power of the Lord†
be great, according as you have spoken,
saying,

18 ‘Yahweh is slow to anger, and abun-
dant in loving kindness, forgiving iniquity
anddisobedience; andhewill bynomeans
clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the children, on the thirdandon
the fourth generation.’

19Please pardon the iniquity of this peo-
ple according to the greatness of your lov-
ingkindness, and just as youhave forgiven
this people, from Egypt even until now.”

20 Yahweh said, “I have pardoned ac-
cording to your word;

21 but in very deed—as I live, and as
all the earth shall be filled with Yahweh’s
glory—

22 because all those men who have seen
my glory and my signs, which I worked
in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have

tempted me these ten times, and have not
listened to my voice;

23 surely they shall not see the land
which I swore to their fathers, neither
shall any of those who despisedme see it.

24But my servant Caleb, because he had
another spirit with him, and has followed
me fully, him I will bring into the land into
which he went. His offspring shall possess
it.

25Since theAmalekite and theCanaanite
dwell in the valley, tomorrow turn and go
into the wilderness by the way to the Red
Sea.”

26Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron,
saying,

27 “How long shall I bear with this evil
congregation that complain against me? I
have heard the complaints of the children
of Israel, which they complain against me.

28 Tell them, ‘As I live, says Yahweh,
surely as you have spoken in my ears, so I
will do to you.

29 Your dead bodies shall fall in this
wilderness; and all who were counted of
you, according to your whole number,
from twenty years old and upward, who
have complained against me,

30surely you shall not come into the land
concerning which I swore that I would
make you dwell therein, except Caleb the
son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of
Nun.

31But I will bring in your little ones that
you said should be captured or killed, and
they shall know the land which you have
rejected.

32But as for you, your dead bodies shall
fall in this wilderness.

33 Your children shall be wanderers in
the wilderness forty years, and shall bear
your prostitution, until your dead bodies
are consumed in the wilderness.

34After the number of the days in which
you spied out the land, even forty days,
for every day a year, you will bear your
iniquities, even forty years, and you will
knowmy alienation.’

35 I, Yahweh, have spoken. I will surely
do this to all this evil congregation who

† 14:17 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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are gathered together against me. In this
wilderness they shall be consumed, and
there they shall die.”

36 The men whom Moses sent to spy out
the land, who returned and made all the
congregation to murmur against him by
bringingupan evil report against the land,

37 even those men who brought up an
evil report of the land, died by the plague
before Yahweh.

38 But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb
the son of Jephunneh remained alive of
those menwhowent to spy out the land.

39Moses told these words to all the chil-
dren of Israel, and the people mourned
greatly.

40They rose up early in themorning and
went up to the top of themountain, saying,
“Behold, we are here, and will go up to the
place which Yahweh has promised; for we
have sinned.”

41 Moses said, “Why now do you dis-
obey the commandment of Yahweh, since
it shall not prosper?

42 Don’t go up, for Yahweh isn’t among
you; that way you won’t be struck down
before your enemies.

43 For there the Amalekite and the
Canaanite are before you, and you will
fall by the sword because you turned back
fromfollowingYahweh; thereforeYahweh
will not be with you.”

44 But they presumed to go up to the
top of the mountain. Nevertheless, the
arkofYahweh’s covenantandMosesdidn’t
depart out of the camp.

45 Then the Amalekites came down, and
the Canaanites who lived in that moun-
tain, and struck them and beat themdown
even to Hormah.

15
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell

them, ‘When you have come into the land
of your habitations, which I give to you,

3 and will make an offering by fire to
Yahweh—a burnt offering, or a sacrifice, to
accomplish avow, or as a freewill offering,

or in your set feasts, to make a pleasant
aroma to Yahweh, of the herd, or of the
flock—

4 then he who offers his offering shall
offer to Yahweh a meal offering of one
tenth of an ephah† of fine flourmixedwith
one fourth of a hin‡ of oil.

5 You shall prepare wine for the drink
offering, one fourthof ahin,with theburnt
offering or for the sacrifice, for each lamb.

6 “ ‘For a ram, you shall prepare for a
meal offering two tenths of an ephah§ of
fineflourmixedwith the thirdpart of ahin
of oil;

7 and for the drink offering you shall
offer the third part of a hin of wine, of a
pleasant aroma to Yahweh.

8 When you prepare a bull for a burnt
offering or for a sacrifice, to accomplish a
vow, or for peace offerings to Yahweh,

9 then he shall offer with the bull a meal
offeringof three tenths of anephah†offine
flourmixed with half a hin of oil;

10and you shall offer for the drink offer-
ing half a hin ofwine, for an offeringmade
by fire, of a pleasant aroma to Yahweh.

11Thus it shall be done for each bull, for
each ram, for each of themale lambs, or of
the young goats.

12 According to the number that you
shall prepare, so you shall do to everyone
according to their number.

13 “ ‘All who are native-born shall do
these things in this way, in offering an
offering made by fire, of a pleasant aroma
to Yahweh.

14 If a stranger lives as a foreigner
with you, or whoever may be among you
throughout your generations, and will of-
fer an offering made by fire, of a pleasant
aroma to Yahweh, as youdo, so he shall do.

15 For the assembly, there shall be one
statute for you and for the stranger who
lives as a foreigner, a statute forever
throughout your generations. As you are,
so the foreigner shall be before Yahweh.

16 One law and one ordinance shall be
for you and for the stranger who lives as a
foreigner with you.’ ”

† 15:4 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 15:4 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons. § 15:6 1
ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 15:9 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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17Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
18 “Speak to the children of Israel, and

tell them, ‘When you come into the land
where I bring you,

19 then it shall be thatwhenyoueatof the
breadof the land, you shall offerupawave
offering to Yahweh.

20 Of the first of your dough you shall
offer up a cake for a wave offering. As the
wave offering of the threshing floor, so you
shall heave it.

21 Of the first of your dough, you shall
give to Yahweh a wave offering through-
out your generations.

22 “ ‘When you err, and don’t observe all
these commandments which Yahweh has
spoken to Moses—

23 even all that Yahweh has commanded
you by Moses, from the day that Yahweh
gave commandment andonward through-
out your generations—

24 then it shall be, if it was done unwit-
tingly, without the knowledge of the con-
gregation, that all the congregation shall
offer one young bull for a burnt offering,
for a pleasant aroma to Yahweh, with its
meal offering and its drink offering, ac-
cording to the ordinance, and one male
goat for a sin offering.

25 The priest shall make atonement for
all the congregation of the children of Is-
rael, and they shall be forgiven; for it was
an error, and they have brought their of-
fering, an offeringmade byfire to Yahweh,
and their sin offering before Yahweh, for
their error.

26 All the congregation of the children
of Israel shall be forgiven, as well as the
stranger who lives as a foreigner among
them; for with regard to all the people, it
was done unwittingly.

27 “ ‘If a person sins unwittingly, then he
shall offer a female goat a year old for a sin
offering.

28 The priest shall make atonement for
the soulwhoerrswhenhe sinsunwittingly
before Yahweh. He shall make atonement
for him; and he shall be forgiven.

29 You shall have one law for him who
does anything unwittingly, for him who is

native-born among the children of Israel,
and for the stranger who lives as a for-
eigner among them.

30 “ ‘But the soulwho does anythingwith
ahighhand,whetherhe isnative-bornora
foreigner, blasphemes Yahweh. That soul
shall be cut off from among his people.

31 Because he has despised Yahweh’s
word, and has broken his commandment,
that soul shall be utterly cut off. His iniq-
uity shall be on him.’ ”

32 While the children of Israel were in
the wilderness, they found a man gather-
ing sticks on the Sabbath day.

33Thosewho found him gathering sticks
broughthim toMoses andAaron, and toall
the congregation.

34 They put him in custody, because it
had not been declared what should be
done to him.

35Yahweh said to Moses, “Theman shall
surelybeput todeath. All thecongregation
shall stone him with stones outside of the
camp.”

36All the congregation brought him out-
side of the camp, and stoned him to
deathwith stones, as Yahweh commanded
Moses.

37Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
38 “Speak to the children of Israel, and

tell them that they should make them-
selves fringes‡ on the borders of their gar-
ments throughout their generations, and
that they put on the fringe§ of each border
a cord of blue.

39 It shall be to you for a fringe,† that
youmaysee it, andrememberall Yahweh’s
commandments, and do them; and that
you don’t follow your own heart and your
own eyes, after which you used to play the
prostitute;

40 so that you may remember and do all
my commandments, and be holy to your
God.

41 I am Yahweh your God, who brought
yououtof the landofEgypt, tobeyourGod:
I am Yahweh your God.”

16
1Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of

‡ 15:38 or, tassels (Hebrew ת (צִיצִ֛ § 15:38 or, tassel † 15:39 or, tassel
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Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and
Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son
of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took somemen.

2 They rose up before Moses, with some
of the children of Israel, two hundred fifty
princes of the congregation, called to the
assembly, men of renown.

3 They assembled themselves together
against Moses and against Aaron, and said
to them, “You take too much on yourself,
since all the congregation are holy, every-
one of them, and Yahweh is among them!
Why do you lift yourselves up above Yah-
weh’s assembly?”

4WhenMosesheard it, he fell onhis face.
5Hesaid toKorahand to all his company,

“In the morning, Yahweh will show who
arehis, andwho is holy, andwill causehim
to come near to him. Even him whom he
shall choose, he will cause to come near to
him.

6 Do this: have Korah and all his com-
pany take censers,

7 put fire in them, and put incense on
them before Yahweh tomorrow. It shall be
that the man whom Yahweh chooses, he
shall be holy. You have gone too far, you
sons of Levi!”

8 Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, you
sons of Levi!

9 Is it a small thing to you that the God of
Israel has separated you from the congre-
gation of Israel, to bring you near to him-
self, to do the service of Yahweh’s taberna-
cle, and to standbefore the congregation to
minister to them;

10and that he has brought you near, and
all yourbrothers the sonsofLeviwithyou?
Do you seek the priesthood also?

11 Therefore you and all your company
have gathered together against Yahweh!
What is Aaron that you complain against
him?”

12Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram,
the sons of Eliab; and they said, “Wewon’t
come up!

13 Is it a small thing that you have
brought us up out of a land flowing with
milk andhoney, to kill us in thewilderness,
but you must also make yourself a prince
over us?

14Moreover you haven’t brought us into
a land flowing with milk and honey, nor
given us inheritance of fields and vine-
yards. Will you put out the eyes of these
men? Wewon’t come up.”

15Moseswas very angry, and said to Yah-
weh, “Don’t respect their offering. I have
not taken one donkey from them, neither
have I hurt one of them.”

16Moses said to Korah, “You and all your
company go before Yahweh, you, and they,
and Aaron, tomorrow.

17 Each man take his censer and put
incense on it, and each man bring be-
fore Yahweh his censer, two hundred fifty
censers; you also, andAaron, eachwithhis
censer.”

18They each took his censer, and put fire
in it, and laid incense on it, and stood at the
doorof theTent ofMeetingwithMoses and
Aaron.

19Korah assembled all the congregation
opposite them to the door of the Tent of
Meeting.
Yahweh’s glory appeared to all the con-

gregation.
20Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying,
21 “Separate yourselves from among this

congregation, that I may consume them in
amoment!”

22They fell on their faces, and said, “God,
the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one
man sin, andwill you be angrywith all the
congregation?”

23Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
24 “Speak to the congregation, saying,

‘Get away from around the tent of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram!’ ”

25Moses rose upandwent toDathanand
Abiram; and the elders of Israel followed
him.

26He spoke to the congregation, saying,
“Depart, please, from the tents of these
wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs,
lest you be consumed in all their sins!”

27 So they went away from the tent of
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, on every side.
Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood
at the door of their tents with their wives,
their sons, and their little ones.
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28 Moses said, “Hereby you shall know
that Yahweh has sent me to do all these
works; for theyarenot frommyownmind.

29 If these men die the common death of
allmen, or if they experiencewhat allmen
experience, then Yahweh hasn’t sent me.

30But if Yahwehmakes a new thing, and
the ground opens its mouth, and swallows
them up with all that belong to them, and
they go down alive into Sheol,† then you
shall understand that these men have de-
spised Yahweh.”

31 As he finished speaking all these
words, the ground that was under them
split apart.

32The earth opened its mouth and swal-
lowed them up with their households, all
of Korah’s men, and all their goods.

33 So they, and all that belonged to them
went down alive into Sheol.‡ The earth
closed on them, and they perished from
among the assembly.

34 All Israel that were around them fled
at their cry; for they said, “Lest the earth
swallow us up!”

35 Fire came out from Yahweh, and de-
voured the two hundred fifty men who
offered the incense.

36Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
37 “Speak to Eleazar the son of Aaron the

priest, thathe takeup thecensersoutof the
burning, andscatter thefireaway fromthe
camp; for they are holy,

38 even the censers of those who sinned
against their own lives. Let thembebeaten
into plates for a covering of the altar, for
they offered them before Yahweh. There-
fore they are holy. They shall be a sign to
the children of Israel.”

39 Eleazar the priest took the bronze
censerswhich thosewhowereburnedhad
offered; and they beat them out for a cov-
ering of the altar,

40 to be a memorial to the children of
Israel, to the end that no strangerwho isn’t
of theoffspringofAaron,would comenear
to burn incense before Yahweh, that he
not be as Korah and as his company; as
Yahweh spoke to him byMoses.

41 But on the next day all the congrega-
tion of the children of Israel complained
against Moses and against Aaron, saying,
“You have killed Yahweh’s people!”

42 When the congregation was assem-
bled against Moses and against Aaron,
they looked toward the Tent of Meeting.
Behold, the cloud covered it, and Yahweh’s
glory appeared.

43Moses and Aaron came to the front of
the Tent of Meeting.

44Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
45 “Get away from among this congrega-

tion, that I may consume them in a mo-
ment!” They fell on their faces.

46 Moses said to Aaron, “Take your
censer, put fire from the altar in it, lay
incense on it, carry it quickly to the con-
gregation, and make atonement for them;
for wrath has gone out from Yahweh! The
plague has begun.”

47Aaron did as Moses said, and ran into
the middle of the assembly. The plague
had already begun among the people. He
put on the incense, and made atonement
for the people.

48 He stood between the dead and the
living; and the plague was stayed.

49 Now those who died by the plague
were fourteen thousand seven hundred,
in addition to those who died about the
matter of Korah.

50 Aaron returned to Moses to the door
of the Tent of Meeting, and the plague was
stopped.

17
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and

take rods from them, one for each fathers’
house, of all their princes according to
their fathers’ houses, twelve rods. Write
eachman’s name on his rod.

3You shall write Aaron’s name on Levi’s
rod. There shall be one rod for each head
of their fathers’ houses.

4 You shall lay them up in the Tent of
Meetingbefore the covenant,where Imeet
with you.

5 It shall happen that the rod of the man
whom I shall choose shall bud. I will make

† 16:30 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 16:33 Sheol is the place of the dead.



Numbers 17:6 163 Numbers 18:15

the murmurings of the children of Israel,
which they murmur against you, cease
fromme.”

6 Moses spoke to the children of Israel;
and all their princes gave him rods, for
eachprinceone, according to their fathers’
houses, a total of twelve rods. Aaron’s rod
was among their rods.

7Moses laid up the rods before Yahweh
in the Tent of the Testimony.

8 On the next day, Moses went into the
Tent of the Testimony; andbehold, Aaron’s
rod for the house of Levi had sprouted,
budded, producedblossoms, andbore ripe
almonds.

9 Moses brought out all the rods from
before Yahweh to all the children of Israel.
They looked, and eachman took his rod.

10 Yahweh said to Moses, “Put back the
rod of Aaron before the covenant, to be
kept for a token against the children of
rebellion; that you may make an end of
their complaining against me, that they
not die.”

11Moses did so. As Yahweh commanded
him, so he did.

12 The children of Israel spoke to Moses,
saying, “Behold, we perish! We are un-
done! We are all undone!

13 Everyone who keeps approaching
Yahweh’s tabernacle, dies! Will we all
perish?”

18
1 Yahweh said to Aaron, “You and your

sons and your fathers’ house with you
shall bear the iniquity of the sanctuary;
and you and your sons with you shall bear
the iniquity of your priesthood.

2 Bring your brothers also, the tribe of
Levi, the tribe of your father, near with
you, that they may be joined to you, and
minister to you; but you and your sons
with you shall be before the Tent of the
Testimony.

3 They shall keep your commands and
the duty of the whole Tent; only they shall
not come near to the vessels of the sanc-
tuary and to the altar, that they not die,
neither they nor you.

4They shall be joined toyouandkeep the
responsibility of theTentofMeeting, forall

the service of the Tent. A stranger shall not
come near to you.

5 “You shall perform the duty of the sanc-
tuary and the duty of the altar, that there
be nomorewrath on the children of Israel.

6Behold, Imyself have takenyourbroth-
ers the Levites from among the children
of Israel. They are a gift to you, dedicated
to Yahweh, to do the service of the Tent of
Meeting.

7 You and your sons with you shall keep
yourpriesthood for everything of the altar,
and for that within the veil. You shall
serve. I give you the service of the priest-
hood as a gift. The stranger who comes
near shall be put to death.”

8Yahweh spoke to Aaron, “Behold, I my-
self have given you the command of my
wave offerings, even all the holy things of
the children of Israel. I have given them to
youby reasonof the anointing, and to your
sons, as a portion forever.

9 This shall be yours of the most holy
things from the fire: every offering of
theirs, even every meal offering of theirs,
and every sin offering of theirs, and every
trespassofferingof theirs,which they shall
give to me, shall be most holy for you and
for your sons.

10 You shall eat of it like the most holy
things. Every male shall eat of it. It shall
be holy to you.

11 “This is yours, too: the wave offering
of their gift, even all the wave offerings
of the children of Israel. I have given
them to you, and to your sons and to your
daughters with you, as a portion forever.
Everyone who is clean in your house shall
eat of it.

12 “I have given to you all the best of the
oil, all the best of the vintage, and of the
grain, the first fruits of them which they
give to Yahweh.

13Thefirst-ripe fruits of all that is in their
land, which they bring to Yahweh, shall
be yours. Everyone who is clean in your
house shall eat of it.

14 “Everything devoted in Israel shall be
yours.

15Everything that opens thewomb, of all
flesh which they offer to Yahweh, both of
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manand animal, shall be yours. Neverthe-
less, you shall surely redeem the firstborn
ofman, and you shall redeem thefirstborn
of unclean animals.

16 You shall redeem those who are to be
redeemed of them from a month old, ac-
cording to your estimation, for five shekels
of money, according to the shekel† of the
sanctuary, which weighs twenty gerahs.‡

17 “But you shall not redeem the first-
born of a cow, or the firstborn of a sheep,
or the firstborn of a goat. They are holy.
You shall sprinkle their blood on the altar,
and shall burn their fat for an offering
made by fire, for a pleasant aroma to Yah-
weh.

18Theirmeat shall be yours, as the wave
offering breast and as the right thigh, it
shall be yours.

19 All the wave offerings of the holy
things which the children of Israel offer to
Yahweh, I have given you and your sons
and your daughters with you, as a portion
forever. It is a covenant of salt forever be-
fore Yahweh to you and to your offspring
with you.”

20Yahweh said to Aaron, “You shall have
no inheritance in their land, neither shall
you have any portion among them. I am
your portion and your inheritance among
the children of Israel.

21 “To the children of Levi, behold, I have
given all the tithe in Israel for an inher-
itance, in return for their service which
they serve, even the service of the Tent of
Meeting.

22Henceforth the children of Israel shall
not come near the Tent of Meeting, lest
they bear sin, and die.

23 But the Levites shall do the service of
the Tent of Meeting, and they shall bear
their iniquity. It shall be a statute forever
throughout your generations. Among the
childrenof Israel, they shall haveno inher-
itance.

24 For the tithe of the children of Israel,
which they offer as a wave offering to
Yahweh, I have given to the Levites for an
inheritance. Therefore I have said to them,

‘Among the children of Israel they shall
have no inheritance.’ ”

25Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
26 “Moreover you shall speak to the

Levites, and tell them, ‘When you take of
the childrenof Israel the tithewhich I have
given you from them for your inheritance,
then you shall offer up a wave offering of
it for Yahweh, a tithe of the tithe.

27 Your wave offering shall be credited
to you, as though it were the grain of the
threshing floor, and as the fullness of the
wine press.

28Thus you also shall offer a wave offer-
ing to Yahweh of all your tithes, which you
receive of the children of Israel; and of it
you shall give Yahweh’s wave offering to
Aaron the priest.

29 Out of all your gifts, you shall offer
every wave offering to Yahweh, of all its
best parts, even the holy part of it.’

30 “Therefore you shall tell them, ‘When
you heave its best from it, then it shall be
credited to the Levites as the increase of
the threshing floor, and as the increase of
the wine press.

31Youmayeat it anywhere, youandyour
households, for it is your reward in return
for your service in the Tent of Meeting.

32 You shall bear no sin by reason of it,
when youhaveheaved from it its best. You
shall not profane the holy things of the
children of Israel, that you not die.’ ”

19
1 Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying,
2 “This is the statute of the law which

Yahwehhas commanded. Tell the children
of Israel to bring you a red heifer without
spot, in which is no defect, and which was
never yoked.

3You shall give her to Eleazar the priest,
and he shall bring her outside of the camp,
and one shall kill her before his face.

4 Eleazar the priest shall take some of
her blood with his finger, and sprinkle
her blood toward the front of the Tent of
Meeting seven times.

† 18:16 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. ‡ 18:16 A gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7 grains.
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5 One shall burn the heifer in his sight;
her skin, andhermeat, andherblood,with
her dung, shall he burn.

6 The priest shall take cedar wood, hys-
sop, and scarlet, and cast it into themiddle
of the burning of the heifer.

7 Then the priest shall wash his clothes,
and he shall bathe his flesh in water, and
afterward he shall come into the camp,
and the priest shall be unclean until the
evening.

8 He who burns her shall wash his
clothes in water, and bathe his flesh in wa-
ter, and shall be unclean until the evening.

9 “Amanwho is clean shall gather up the
ashes of theheifer, and lay themupoutside
of the camp in a clean place; and it shall be
kept for the congregation of the children
of Israel for use in water for cleansing
impurity. It is a sin offering.

10Hewho gathers the ashes of the heifer
shall wash his clothes, and be unclean un-
til the evening. It shall be to the children
of Israel, and to the stranger who lives
as a foreigner among them, for a statute
forever.

11 “Hewho touches the dead body of any
man shall be unclean seven days.

12 He shall purify himself with water
on the third day, and on the seventh day
he shall be clean; but if he doesn’t purify
himself the third day, then the seventh day
he shall not be clean.

13 Whoever touches a dead person, the
body of a man who has died, and doesn’t
purify himself, defiles Yahweh’s taberna-
cle; and that soul shall be cut off from
Israel; because thewater for impurity was
not sprinkled on him, he shall be unclean.
His uncleanness is yet on him.

14 “This is the law when a man dies in
a tent: everyone who comes into the tent,
and everyone who is in the tent, shall be
unclean seven days.

15 Every open vessel, which has no cov-
ering bound on it, is unclean.

16 “Whoever in the open field touches
one who is slain with a sword, or a dead
body, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall
be unclean seven days.

17 “For the unclean, they shall take of
the ashes of the burning of the sin offer-
ing; and running water shall be poured on
them in a vessel.

18 A clean person shall take hyssop, dip
it in the water, and sprinkle it on the tent,
on all the vessels, on the personswhowere
there, and on him who touched the bone,
or the slain, or the dead, or the grave.

19 The clean person shall sprinkle on
the unclean on the third day, and on the
seventh day. On the seventh day, he shall
purify him. He shall wash his clothes and
bathe himself in water, and shall be clean
at evening.

20But themanwho shall beunclean, and
shall not purify himself, that soul shall be
cut off from among the assembly, because
he has defiled the sanctuary of Yahweh.
Thewater for impurity has not been sprin-
kled on him. He is unclean.

21 It shall be a perpetual statute to them.
He who sprinkles the water for impurity
shall wash his clothes, and hewho touches
the water for impurity shall be unclean
until evening.

22 “Whatever the unclean person
touches shall be unclean; and the soul that
touches it shall be unclean until evening.”

20
1 The children of Israel, even the whole

congregation, came into the wilderness of
Zin in the first month. The people stayed
in Kadesh. Miriam died there, and was
buried there.

2 There was no water for the congrega-
tion; and they assembled themselves to-
gether against Moses and against Aaron.

3 The people quarreled with Moses, and
spoke, saying, “We wish that we had died
when our brothers died before Yahweh!

4 Why have you brought Yahweh’s
assembly into this wilderness, that we
should die there, we and our animals?

5Why have you made us to come up out
of Egypt, to bring us in to this evil place?
It is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines,
or of pomegranates; neither is there any
water to drink.”

6Moses and Aaron went from the pres-
ence of the assembly to the door of the
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Tent of Meeting, and fell on their faces.
Yahweh’s glory appeared to them.

7Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
8“Take therod, andassemble thecongre-

gation, you, and Aaron your brother, and
speak to the rock before their eyes, that it
pour out its water. You shall bringwater to
them out of the rock; so you shall give the
congregation and their livestock drink.”

9 Moses took the rod from before Yah-
weh, as he commanded him.

10Moses and Aaron gathered the assem-
bly together before the rock, and he said
to them, “Hear now, you rebels! Shall we
bring water out of this rock for you?”

11 Moses lifted up his hand, and struck
the rock with his rod twice, and water
came out abundantly. The congregation
and their livestock drank.

12Yahweh said toMoses and Aaron, “Be-
cause you didn’t believe in me, to sanctify
me in the eyes of the children of Israel,
therefore you shall not bring this assembly
into the land which I have given them.”

13 These are the waters of Meribah;† be-
cause the children of Israel strove with
Yahweh, and he was sanctified in them.

14 Moses sent messengers from Kadesh
to the king of Edom, saying:

“Your brother Israel says: You know all
the travail that has happened to us;

15 how our fathers went down into
Egypt, and we lived in Egypt a long time.
The Egyptians mistreated us and our fa-
thers.

16 When we cried to Yahweh, he heard
our voice, sent an angel, and brought us
out of Egypt. Behold, we are in Kadesh, a
city in the edge of your border.

17 “Please let us pass through your land.
We will not pass through field or through
vineyard, neither will we drink from the
water of the wells. We will go along the
king’s highway. We will not turn away to
the right handnor to the left, untilwe have
passed your border.”

18 Edom said to him, “You shall not pass
throughme, lest I come outwith the sword
against you.”

19The children of Israel said to him, “We
will go up by the highway; and if we drink
your water, I and my livestock, then I will
give its price. Only let me, without doing
anything else, pass through onmy feet.”

20He said, “You shall not pass through.”
Edom came out against him with many
people, and with a strong hand.

21 Thus Edom refused to give Israel pas-
sage through his border, so Israel turned
away from him.

22 They traveled from Kadesh, and the
children of Israel, even the whole congre-
gation, came toMount Hor.

23 Yahweh spoke to Moses and Aaron in
Mount Hor, by the border of the land of
Edom, saying,

24“Aaron shall be gathered tohis people;
for he shall not enter into the land which
I have given to the children of Israel, be-
cause you rebelled against my word at the
waters of Meribah.

25 Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and
bring them up toMount Hor;

26 and strip Aaron of his garments, and
put them on Eleazar his son. Aaron shall
be gathered, and shall die there.”

27 Moses did as Yahweh commanded.
They went up onto Mount Hor in the sight
of all the congregation.

28Moses strippedAaron of his garments,
and put them on Eleazar his son. Aaron
died there on the top of themountain, and
Moses and Eleazar came down from the
mountain.

29 When all the congregation saw that
Aaron was dead, they wept for Aaron
thirty days, even all the house of Israel.

21
1 The Canaanite, the king of Arad, who

lived in the South, heard that Israel came
by the way of Atharim. He fought against
Israel, and took some of them captive.

2 Israel vowed a vow to Yahweh, and
said, “If youwill indeed deliver this people
into my hand, then I will utterly destroy
their cities.”

3 Yahweh listened to the voice of Israel,
and delivered up the Canaanites; and they

† 20:13 “Meribah”means “quarreling”. † 21:3 “Hormah”means “destruction”.
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utterly destroyed them and their cities.
Thenameof theplacewas calledHormah.†

4 They traveled from Mount Hor by the
way to the Red Sea, to go around the land
of Edom. The soul of the people was very
discouraged because of the journey.

5 The people spoke against God and
against Moses: “Why have you brought us
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?
For there is no bread, there is no water,
and our soul loathes this disgusting food!”

6 Yahweh sent venomous snakes among
the people, and they bit the people. Many
people of Israel died.

7 The people came to Moses, and said,
“Wehave sinned, becausewe have spoken
against Yahweh and against you. Pray to
Yahweh, that he take away the serpents
from us.” Moses prayed for the people.

8 Yahweh said to Moses, “Make a ven-
omous snake, and set it on a pole. It shall
happen that everyone who is bitten, when
he sees it, shall live.”

9 Moses made a serpent of bronze, and
set it on the pole. If a serpent had bitten
anyman, when he looked at the serpent of
bronze, he lived.

10 The children of Israel traveled, and
encamped in Oboth.

11 They traveled from Oboth, and en-
camped at Iyeabarim, in the wilderness
which is before Moab, toward the sunrise.

12 From there they traveled, and en-
camped in the valley of Zered.

13 From there they traveled, and en-
camped on the other side of the Arnon,
which is in the wilderness that comes out
of the border of the Amorites; for the
Arnon is the border of Moab, between
Moab and the Amorites.

14 Therefore it is said in The Book of the
Wars of Yahweh, “Vaheb in Suphah, the
valleys of the Arnon,

15 the slope of the valleys that incline
toward the dwelling of Ar, leans on the
border of Moab.”

16From there they traveled to Beer; that
is the well of which Yahweh said to Moses,
“Gather the people together, and Iwill give
themwater.”

17Then Israel sang this song:

“Spring up, well! Sing to it,
18 the well, which the princes dug,
which the nobles of the people dug,
with the scepter, andwith their poles.”

From the wilderness they traveled to
Mattanah;

19 and from Mattanah to Nahaliel; and
fromNahaliel to Bamoth;

20 and from Bamoth to the valley that is
in the field of Moab, to the top of Pisgah,
which looks down on the desert.

21 Israel sentmessengers to Sihonkingof
the Amorites, saying,

22 “Let me pass through your land. We
will not turn away into field or vineyard.
Wewill not drink of the water of the wells.
We will go by the king’s highway, until we
have passed your border.”

23 Sihon would not allow Israel to pass
through his border, but Sihon gathered all
his people together, and went out against
Israel into the wilderness, and came to
Jahaz. He fought against Israel.

24 Israel struck him with the edge of the
sword, and possessed his land from the
Arnon to the Jabbok, even to the children
of Ammon; for the border of the children
of Ammonwas fortified.

25 Israel took all these cities. Israel lived
in all the cities of the Amorites, in Hesh-
bon, and in all its villages.

26 For Heshbon was the city of Sihon
the king of the Amorites, who had fought
against the formerkingofMoab, and taken
all his land out of his hand, even to the
Arnon.

27 Therefore those who speak in
proverbs say,
“Come to Heshbon.

Let the city of Sihonbebuilt and estab-
lished;

28 for a fire has gone out of Heshbon,
a flame from the city of Sihon.

It has devoured Ar of Moab,
The lords of the high places of the
Arnon.

29Woe to you, Moab!
You are undone, people of Chemosh!

He has given his sons as fugitives,
and his daughters into captivity,
to Sihon king of the Amorites.

30We have shot at them.
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Heshbon has perished even to Dibon.
We have laid waste even to Nophah,

Which reaches to Medeba.”
31 Thus Israel lived in the land of the

Amorites.
32Moses sent to spy out Jazer. They took

its villages, and drove out the Amorites
whowere there.

33 They turned and went up by the way
of Bashan. Og the king of Bashan went
out against them, he and all his people, to
battle at Edrei.

34Yahwehsaid toMoses, “Don’t fearhim,
for I have delivered him into your hand,
with all his people, and his land. You shall
do to him as you did to Sihon king of the
Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.”

35 So they struck him, with his sons and
all his people, until there were no sur-
vivors; and they possessed his land.

22
1 The children of Israel traveled, and

encamped in the plains of Moab beyond
the Jordan at Jericho.

2 Balak the son of Zippor saw all that
Israel had done to the Amorites.

3 Moab was very afraid of the people,
because they were many. Moab was dis-
tressed because of the children of Israel.

4Moabsaid to theeldersofMidian, “Now
thismultitudewill lickupall that is around
us, as the ox licks up the grass of the field.”
Balak the sonofZipporwaskingofMoab

at that time.
5He sent messengers to Balaam the son

of Beor, to Pethor, which is by the River,
to the land of the children of his people, to
call him, saying, “Behold, there is a people
who came out of Egypt. Behold, they cover
the surface of the earth, and they are stay-
ing opposite me.

6 Please come now therefore, and curse
this people for me; for they are too mighty
for me. Perhaps I shall prevail, that we
maystrike them, and that Imaydrive them
out of the land; for I know that he whom
you bless is blessed, and he whom you
curse is cursed.”

7 The elders of Moab and the elders of
Midian departed with the rewards of div-
ination in their hand. They came to Bal-
aam, and spoke to him the words of Balak.

8He said to them, “Lodge here this night,
and Iwill bringyouwordagain, asYahweh
shall speak to me.” The princes of Moab
stayed with Balaam.

9 God came to Balaam, and said, “Who
are these menwith you?”

10 Balaam said to God, “Balak the son of
Zippor, king of Moab, has said to me,

11 ‘Behold, the people that has come out
of Egypt covers the surface of the earth.
Now, come curse them for me. Perhaps
I shall be able to fight against them, and
shall drive them out.’ ”

12 God said to Balaam, “You shall not go
with them. You shall not curse the people,
for they are blessed.”

13 Balaam rose up in the morning, and
said to the princes of Balak, “Go to your
land; for Yahweh refuses to permit me to
go with you.”

14The princes of Moab rose up, and they
went toBalak, and said, “Balaamrefuses to
comewith us.”

15 Balak again sent princes, more, and
more honorable than they.

16They came to Balaam, and said to him,
“Balak the son of Zippor says, ‘Please let
nothing hinder you from coming to me,

17 for I will promote you to very great
honor, and whatever you say to me I will
do. Please come therefore, and curse this
people for me.’ ”

18 Balaam answered the servants of
Balak, “If Balak would give me his house
full of silver and gold, I can’t go beyond
the word of Yahweh my God, to do less or
more.

19 Now therefore please stay here
tonight as well, that I may know what else
Yahwehwill speak to me.”

20God came to Balaam at night, and said
to him, “If the men have come to call you,
rise up, go with them; but only the word
which I speak to you, that you shall do.”

21 Balaam rose up in the morning, and
saddled his donkey, and went with the
princes of Moab.

22God’s anger burned because he went;
and Yahweh’s angel placed himself in the
way as an adversary against him. Now
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he was riding on his donkey, and his two
servants were with him.

23ThedonkeysawYahweh’sangel stand-
ing in the way, with his sword drawn in
his hand; and the donkey turned out of
the path, and went into the field. Balaam
struck the donkey, to turn her into the
path.

24 Then Yahweh’s angel stood in a nar-
row path between the vineyards, a wall
being on this side, and a wall on that side.

25 The donkey saw Yahweh’s angel, and
she thrust herself to the wall, and crushed
Balaam’s foot against the wall. He struck
her again.

26 Yahweh’s angel went further, and
stood in a narrow place, where there was
no way to turn either to the right hand or
to the left.

27 The donkey saw Yahweh’s angel, and
she lay down under Balaam. Balaam’s
anger burned, and he struck the donkey
with his staff.

28Yahweh opened themouth of the don-
key, and she said to Balaam, “What have I
done to you, that you have struckme these
three times?”

29 Balaam said to the donkey, “Because
you have mocked me, I wish there were a
sword in my hand, for now I would have
killed you.”

30 The donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not
your donkey, onwhich you have ridden all
your life longuntil today? Was I ever in the
habit of doing so to you?”
He said, “No.”
31 Then Yahweh opened the eyes of Bal-

aam, and he saw Yahweh’s angel standing
in the way, with his sword drawn in his
hand; and he bowed his head, and fell on
his face.

32 Yahweh’s angel said to him, “Why
have you struck your donkey these three
times? Behold, I have come out as an
adversary, because your way is perverse
before me.

33The donkey sawme, and turned away
before me these three times. Unless she
had turned away from me, surely now
I would have killed you, and saved her
alive.”

34Balaamsaid toYahweh’s angel, “I have
sinned; for I didn’t know that you stood in
the way against me. Now therefore, if it
displeases you, I will go back again.”

35 Yahweh’s angel said to Balaam, “Go
with themen; but you shall only speak the
word that I shall speak to you.”
So Balaam went with the princes of

Balak.
36 When Balak heard that Balaam had

come, hewentout tomeethimto theCityof
Moab,which is on the border of theArnon,
which is in the utmost part of the border.

37 Balak said to Balaam, “Didn’t I
earnestly send for you to summon you?
Why didn’t you come tome? Am I not able
indeed to promote you to honor?”

38 Balaam said to Balak, “Behold, I have
come to you. Have I now any power at all
to speak anything? I will speak the word
that God puts in mymouth.”

39 Balaam went with Balak, and they
came to Kiriath Huzoth.

40Balak sacrificed cattle and sheep, and
sent to Balaam, and to the princes who
were with him.

41 In the morning, Balak took Balaam,
and brought him up into the high places
of Baal; and he saw from there part of the
people.

23
1Balaamsaid toBalak, “Buildhere seven

altars forme, andpreparehere sevenbulls
and seven rams for me.”

2 Balak did as Balaam had spoken; and
Balak and Balaam offered on every altar a
bull and a ram.

3 Balaam said to Balak, “Stand by your
burnt offering, and I will go. Perhaps
Yahweh will come to meet me. Whatever
he showsme I will tell you.”
Hewent to a bare height.
4Godmet Balaam, and he said to him, “I

have prepared the seven altars, and I have
offered up a bull and a ramon every altar.”

5Yahweh put aword in Balaam’smouth,
and said, “Return to Balak, and thus you
shall speak.”

6He returned to him, andbehold, hewas
standing by his burnt offering, he, and all
the princes of Moab.
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7He took up his parable, and said,
“From Aram has Balak brought me,

the king of Moab from the mountains
of the East.

Come, curse Jacob for me.
Come, defy Israel.

8 How shall I curse whom God has not
cursed?

How shall I defy whom Yahweh has
not defied?

9For from the top of the rocks I see him.
From the hills I see him.

Behold, it is a people that dwells alone,
and shall not be listed among the na-
tions.

10Who can count the dust of Jacob,
or count the fourth part of Israel?

Let me die the death of the righteous!
Let my last end be like his!”

11Balak said to Balaam, “What have you
done to me? I took you to curse my ene-
mies, and behold, you have blessed them
altogether.”

12Heansweredandsaid, “Must Inot take
heed to speak that which Yahweh puts in
mymouth?”

13 Balak said to him, “Please come with
me to another place, where you may see
them. You shall see just part of them, and
shall not see them all. Curse them from
there for me.”

14He took him into the field of Zophim,
to the top of Pisgah, and built seven altars,
and offered up a bull and a ram on every
altar.

15He said to Balak, “Stand here by your
burnt offering, while I meet God over
there.”

16 Yahweh met Balaam, and put a word
in his mouth, and said, “Return to Balak,
and say this.”

17 He came to him, and behold, he was
standing by his burnt offering, and the
princes of Moab with him. Balak said to
him, “What has Yahweh spoken?”

18He took up his parable, and said,
“Rise up, Balak, and hear!

Listen to me, you son of Zippor.
19God is not a man, that he should lie,

nor a son of man, that he should re-
pent.

Has he said, and he won’t do it?

Or has he spoken, and he won’t make
it good?

20 Behold, I have received a command to
bless.

He has blessed, and I can’t reverse it.
21He has not seen iniquity in Jacob.

Neither has he seen perverseness in
Israel.

Yahweh his God is with him.
The shout of a king is among them.

22God brings them out of Egypt.
He has as it were the strength of the
wild ox.

23 Surely there is no enchantment with
Jacob;

neither is there any divination with
Israel.

Now it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel,
‘What has God done!’

24Behold, a people rises up as a lioness.
As a lion he lifts himself up.

He shall not lie down until he eats of the
prey,

and drinks the blood of the slain.”
25 Balak said to Balaam, “Neither curse

them at all, nor bless them at all.”
26But Balaam answered Balak, “Didn’t I

tell you, saying, ‘All that Yahweh speaks,
that I must do’?”

27 Balak said to Balaam, “Come now, I
will take you to another place; perhaps it
will please God that you may curse them
for me from there.”

28 Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor,
that looks down on the desert.

29 Balaam said to Balak, “Build seven
altars formehere, andprepare sevenbulls
and seven rams for me here.”

30 Balak did as Balaam had said, and
offered up a bull and a ram on every altar.

24
1When Balaam saw that it pleased Yah-

weh to bless Israel, he didn’t go, as at the
other times, to use divination, but he set
his face toward the wilderness.

2 Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he saw
Israel dwelling according to their tribes;
and the Spirit of God came on him.

3He took up his parable, and said,
“Balaam the son of Beor says,

the manwhose eyes are open says;
4he says, who hears the words of God,
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who sees the vision of the Almighty,
falling down, and having his eyes
open:

5How goodly are your tents, Jacob,
and your dwellings, Israel!

6As valleys they are spread out,
as gardens by the riverside,
as aloes which Yahweh has planted,
as cedar trees beside the waters.

7Water shall flow from his buckets.
His seed shall be inmanywaters.

His king shall be higher than Agag.
His kingdom shall be exalted.

8God brings him out of Egypt.
He has as it were the strength of the
wild ox.

He shall consume the nations his adver-
saries,

shall break their bones in pieces,
and pierce themwith his arrows.

9He couched, he lay down as a lion,
as a lioness;
who shall rouse him up?

Everyone who blesses you is blessed.
Everyone who curses you is cursed.”

10Balak’s anger burned against Balaam,
and he struck his hands together. Balak
said to Balaam, “I called you to curse my
enemies, and, behold, you have altogether
blessed them these three times.

11 Therefore, flee to your place, now! I
thought to promote you to great honor;
but, behold, Yahweh has kept you back
from honor.”

12Balaam said to Balak, “Didn’t I also tell
your messengers whom you sent to me,
saying,

13 ‘If Balak would give me his house full
of silver and gold, I can’t go beyond Yah-
weh’s word, to do either good or bad from
my own mind. I will say what Yahweh
says’?

14Now, behold, I go to my people. Come,
I will inform youwhat this people shall do
to your people in the latter days.”

15He took up his parable, and said,
“Balaam the son of Beor says,

the manwhose eyes are open says;
16he says,whohears thewordsofGod,
knows the knowledge of the Most
High,

and who sees the vision of the
Almighty,

falling down, and having his eyes
open:

17 I see him, but not now.
I see him, but not near.

A star will come out of Jacob.
A scepter will rise out of Israel,

and shall strike through the corners of
Moab,

and crush all the sons of Sheth.
18Edom shall be a possession.

Seir, his enemy, also shall be a posses-
sion,

while Israel does valiantly.
19Out of Jacob shall one have dominion,

and shall destroy the remnant from
the city.”

20He looked at Amalek, and took up his
parable, and said,
“Amalek was the first of the nations,

but his latter end shall come to de-
struction.”

21 He looked at the Kenite, and took up
his parable, and said,
“Your dwelling place is strong.

Your nest is set in the rock.
22Nevertheless Kain shall be wasted,

until Asshur carries you away cap-
tive.”

23He took up his parable, and said,
“Alas, who shall live when God does this?

24 But ships shall come from the coast
of Kittim.

They shall afflict Asshur, and shall afflict
Eber.

He also shall come to destruction.”
25 Balaam rose up, and went and re-

turned tohisplace; andBalakalsowenthis
way.

25
1 Israel stayed in Shittim; and the peo-

ple began to play the prostitute with the
daughters of Moab;

2 for they called the people to the sac-
rifices of their gods. The people ate and
bowed down to their gods.

3 Israel joined himself to Baal Peor, and
Yahweh’s anger burned against Israel.

4 Yahweh said to Moses, “Take all the
chiefs of the people, and hang them up
to Yahweh before the sun, that the fierce



Numbers 25:5 172 Numbers 26:14

anger of Yahweh may turn away from Is-
rael.”

5Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Ev-
eryone kill hismenwhohave joined them-
selves to Baal Peor.”

6 Behold, one of the children of Israel
came and brought to his brothers a Midi-
anite woman in the sight of Moses, and in
the sight of all the congregation of the chil-
dren of Israel, while they were weeping at
the door of the Tent of Meeting.

7When Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the
son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up
from the middle of the congregation, and
took a spear in his hand.

8Hewent after theman of Israel into the
pavilion, and thrust both of them through,
theman of Israel, and the woman through
her body. So the plague was stopped
among the children of Israel.

9 Those who died by the plague were
twenty-four thousand.

10Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
11 “Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son

of Aaron the priest, has turned my wrath
away from the children of Israel, in that he
was jealouswithmy jealousy among them,
so that I didn’t consume the children of
Israel in my jealousy.

12 Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give to him
my covenant of peace.

13 It shall be to him, and to his offspring
after him, the covenant of an everlasting
priesthood, because he was jealous for his
God, andmade atonement for the children
of Israel.’ ”

14 Now the name of the man of Israel
that was slain, who was slain with the
Midianite woman, was Zimri, the son of
Salu, a prince of a fathers’ house among
the Simeonites.

15 The name of the Midianite woman
who was slain was Cozbi, the daughter of
Zur. Hewas head of the people of a fathers’
house inMidian.

16Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
17 “Harass the Midianites, and strike

them;
18 for they harassed youwith theirwiles,

wherein they have deceived you in the
matter of Peor, and in the incident regard-
ing Cozbi, the daughter of the prince of

Midian, their sister, who was slain on the
day of the plague in thematter of Peor.”

26
1 After the plague, Yahweh spoke to

Moses and to Eleazar the son of Aaron the
priest, saying,

2 “Take a census of all the congregation
of the children of Israel, from twenty years
old and upward, by their fathers’ houses,
all who are able to go out to war in Israel.”

3 Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke
with them in the plains of Moab by the
Jordan at Jericho, saying,

4 “Take a census, from twenty years
old and upward, as Yahweh commanded
Moses and the children of Israel.”
Theseare thosewhocameoutof the land

of Egypt.
5Reuben, the firstborn of Israel; the sons

of Reuben: of Hanoch, the family of the
Hanochites; of Pallu, the family of the Pal-
luites;

6ofHezron, the family of theHezronites;
of Carmi, the family of the Carmites.

7 These are the families of the Reuben-
ites; and those who were counted of them
were forty-three thousand seven hundred
thirty.

8The son of Pallu: Eliab.
9The sons of Eliab: Nemuel, Dathan, and

Abiram. These are that Dathan and Abi-
ramwho were called by the congregation,
who rebelled against Moses and against
Aaron in the company of Korahwhen they
rebelled against Yahweh;

10 and the earth opened its mouth, and
swallowed them up together with Korah
when that company died; at the time the
fire devoured two hundred fifty men, and
they became a sign.

11 Notwithstanding, the sons of Korah
didn’t die.

12 The sons of Simeon after their fam-
ilies: of Nemuel, the family of the Ne-
muelites; of Jamin, the family of the
Jaminites; of Jachin, the family of the Ja-
chinites;

13of Zerah, the family of the Zerahites; of
Shaul, the family of the Shaulites.

14 These are the families of the Sime-
onites, twenty-two thousand twohundred.
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15 The sons of Gad after their families:
of Zephon, the family of the Zephonites; of
Haggi, the family of the Haggites; of Shuni,
the family of the Shunites;

16 of Ozni, the family of the Oznites; of
Eri, the family of the Erites;

17 of Arod, the family of the Arodites; of
Areli, the family of the Arelites.

18 These are the families of the sons of
Gad according to those who were counted
of them, forty thousand and five hundred.

19 The sons of Judah: Er and Onan. Er
and Onan died in the land of Canaan.

20 The sons of Judah after their families
were: of Shelah, the family of the Shelan-
ites; of Perez, the family of the Perezites; of
Zerah, the family of the Zerahites.

21 The sons of Perez were: of Hezron,
the family of theHezronites; of Hamul, the
family of the Hamulites.

22Theseare the families of Judahaccord-
ing to those who were counted of them,
seventy-six thousand five hundred.

23 The sons of Issachar after their fami-
lies: of Tola, the family of the Tolaites; of
Puvah, the family of the Punites;

24of Jashub, the family of the Jashubites;
of Shimron, the family of the Shimronites.

25 These are the families of Issachar ac-
cording to those who were counted of
them, sixty-four thousand three hundred.

26 The sons of Zebulun after their fami-
lies: of Sered, the family of the Seredites; of
Elon, the family of the Elonites; of Jahleel,
the family of the Jahleelites.

27 These are the families of the Zebulu-
nites according to thosewhowere counted
of them, sixty thousand five hundred.

28The sons of Joseph after their families:
Manasseh and Ephraim.

29 The sons of Manasseh: of Machir, the
family of the Machirites; and Machir be-
came the father of Gilead; of Gilead, the
family of the Gileadites.

30 These are the sons of Gilead: of Iezer,
the family of the Iezerites; of Helek, the
family of the Helekites;

31 and Asriel, the family of the As-
rielites; and Shechem, the family of the
Shechemites;

32 and Shemida, the family of the

Shemidaites; andHepher, the family of the
Hepherites.

33 Zelophehad the son of Hepher had no
sons, but daughters: and the names of the
daughters of Zelophehad were Mahlah,
Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

34 These are the families of Manasseh.
Those who were counted of them were
fifty-two thousand seven hundred.

35 These are the sons of Ephraim after
their families: of Shuthelah, the family of
the Shuthelahites; of Becher, the family of
the Becherites; of Tahan, the family of the
Tahanites.

36 These are the sons of Shuthelah: of
Eran, the family of the Eranites.

37 These are the families of the sons
of Ephraim according to those who were
counted of them, thirty-two thousand five
hundred. These are the sons of Joseph
after their families.

38 The sons of Benjamin after their fam-
ilies: of Bela, the family of the Belaites;
of Ashbel, the family of the Ashbelites; of
Ahiram, the family of the Ahiramites;

39 of Shephupham, the family of the
Shuphamites; of Hupham, the family of
the Huphamites.

40 The sons of Bela were Ard and Naa-
man: the family of the Ardites; and of
Naaman, the family of the Naamites.

41 These are the sons of Benjamin af-
ter their families; and those who were
counted of them were forty-five thousand
six hundred.

42 These are the sons of Dan after their
families: of Shuham, the family of the
Shuhamites. These are the families of Dan
after their families.

43 All the families of the Shuhamites,
according to those who were counted of
them, were sixty-four thousand four hun-
dred.

44 The sons of Asher after their families:
of Imnah, the family of the Imnites; of
Ishvi, the family of the Ishvites; of Beriah,
the family of the Berites.

45 Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the
family of the Heberites; of Malchiel, the
family of the Malchielites.

46 The name of the daughter of Asher
was Serah.
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47 These are the families of the sons
of Asher according to those who were
counted of them, fifty-three thousand four
hundred.

48 The sons of Naphtali after their fami-
lies: of Jahzeel, the family of the Jahzeel-
ites; of Guni, the family of the Gunites;

49 of Jezer, the family of the Jezerites; of
Shillem, the family of the Shillemites.

50 These are the families of Naphtali
according to their families; and those
whowere counted of themwere forty-five
thousand four hundred.

51 These are those who were counted
of the children of Israel, six hundred one
thousand seven hundred thirty.

52Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
53 “To these the land shall be divided for

an inheritance according to the number of
names.

54 To the more you shall give the more
inheritance, and to the fewer you shall
give the less inheritance. To everyone ac-
cording to those who were counted of him
shall his inheritance be given.

55Notwithstanding, the land shall be di-
vided by lot. According to the names of the
tribes of their fathers they shall inherit.

56According to the lot shall their inheri-
tancebedividedbetween themoreand the
fewer.”

57 These are those who were counted of
theLevitesafter their families: ofGershon,
the family of the Gershonites; of Kohath,
the family of the Kohathites; ofMerari, the
family of the Merarites.

58 These are the families of Levi: the
family of the Libnites, the family of the
Hebronites, the family of the Mahlites, the
family of the Mushites, and the family of
theKorahites. Kohathbecamethe fatherof
Amram.

59 The name of Amram’s wife was
Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, who was
born to Levi in Egypt. She bore to Amram
Aaron andMoses, andMiriam their sister.

60ToAaronwerebornNadabandAbihu,
Eleazar and Ithamar.

61 Nadab and Abihu died when they of-
fered strange fire before Yahweh.

62Thosewhowere countedof themwere
twenty-three thousand, every male from
a month old and upward; for they were

not counted among the children of Israel,
because there was no inheritance given
them among the children of Israel.

63 These are those who were counted by
Moses andEleazar the priest, who counted
the children of Israel in the plains of Moab
by the Jordan at Jericho.

64But among these there was not a man
of them who were counted by Moses and
Aaron thepriest,whocounted thechildren
of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai.

65 For Yahweh had said of them, “They
shall surely die in the wilderness.” There
was not a man left of them, except Caleb
the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son
of Nun.

27
1Then the daughters of Zelophehad, the

son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son
of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the
families of Manasseh the son of Joseph
came near. These are the names of his
daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah,
and Tirzah.

2 They stood before Moses, before
Eleazar the priest, and before the princes
and all the congregation, at the door of the
Tent of Meeting, saying,

3 “Our father died in the wilderness. He
was not among the company of those who
gathered themselves together against Yah-
weh in the company of Korah, but he died
in his own sin. He had no sons.

4Why should the name of our father be
taken away from among his family, be-
cause he had no son? Give to us a posses-
sion among the brothers of our father.”

5Moses brought their cause before Yah-
weh.

6Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
7 “The daughters of Zelophehad speak

right. You shall surely give them a posses-
sionof an inheritance among their father’s
brothers. You shall cause the inheritance
of their father to pass to them.

8You shall speak to the childrenof Israel,
saying, ‘If a man dies, and has no son, then
you shall cause his inheritance to pass to
his daughter.

9 If he has no daughter, then you shall
give his inheritance to his brothers.
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10 If he has no brothers, then you shall
give his inheritance to his father’s broth-
ers.

11 If his father has no brothers, then you
shall give his inheritance to his kinsman
who is next to him of his family, and he
shall possess it. This shall be a statute
and ordinance for the children of Israel, as
Yahweh commandedMoses.’ ”

12 Yahweh said to Moses, “Go up into
this mountain of Abarim, and see the land
which Ihavegiven to the childrenof Israel.

13When you have seen it, you also shall
be gathered to your people, as Aaron your
brother was gathered;

14 because in the strife of the congrega-
tion, you rebelled against my word in the
wilderness of Zin, to honor me as holy at
the waters before their eyes.” (These are
the waters of Meribah of Kadesh in the
wilderness of Zin.)

15Moses spoke to Yahweh, saying,
16 “Let Yahweh, the God of the spirits of

all flesh, appoint aman over the congrega-
tion,

17whomay go out before them, andwho
may come in before them, and who may
lead themout, andwhomaybring them in,
that the congregation of Yahweh may not
be as sheep which have no shepherd.”

18 Yahweh said to Moses, “Take Joshua
the sonofNun, aman inwhomis theSpirit,
and lay your hand on him.

19 Set him before Eleazar the priest, and
before all the congregation; and commis-
sion him in their sight.

20You shall give authority to him, that all
the congregation of the children of Israel
may obey.

21 He shall stand before Eleazar the
priest, who shall inquire for him by the
judgment of the Urim before Yahweh. At
his word they shall go out, and at his word
they shall come in, both he and all the
children of Israel with him, even all the
congregation.”

22 Moses did as Yahweh commanded
him. He took Joshua, and set him before

Eleazar the priest and before all the con-
gregation.

23He laid his hands on him and commis-
sioned him, as Yahweh spoke byMoses.

28
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Command the children of Israel, and

tell them, ‘See that you present my offer-
ing, my food formy offeringsmade by fire,
as a pleasant aroma to me, in their due
season.’

3 You shall tell them, ‘This is the offer-
ing made by fire which you shall offer to
Yahweh: male lambs a year old without
defect, two day by day, for a continual
burnt offering.

4 You shall offer the one lamb in the
morning, and you shall offer the other
lamb at evening,

5withone tenthof anephah†offineflour
for a meal offering, mixed with the fourth
part of a hin‡ of beaten oil.

6 It is a continual burnt offering which
wasordained inMount Sinai for apleasant
aroma, an offering made by fire to Yah-
weh.

7 Its drink offering shall be the fourth
part of a hin§ for each lamb. You shall
pour out a drink offering of strong drink to
Yahweh in the holy place.

8 The other lamb you shall offer at
evening. As themeal offering of themorn-
ing, and as its drink offering, you shall
offer it, an offering made by fire, for a
pleasant aroma to Yahweh.

9 “ ‘On the Sabbath day, you shall offer
two male lambs a year old without defect,
and two tenths of an ephah† of fine flour
for a meal offering mixed with oil, and its
drink offering:

10 this is the burnt offering of every Sab-
bath, in addition to the continual burnt
offering and its drink offering.

11 “ ‘In the beginnings of your months,
you shall offer a burnt offering to Yahweh:
two young bulls, one ram, seven male
lambs a year old without defect,

† 28:5 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 28:5Ahin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons. § 28:7One
hin is about 6.5 liters, so 1/4 hin is about 1.6 liters or 1.7 quarts. † 28:9 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a
bushel ‡ 28:12 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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12 and three tenths of an ephah‡ of fine
flour for ameal offeringmixedwith oil, for
each bull; and two tenth parts of fine flour
for a meal offering mixed with oil, for the
one ram;

13 and one tenth part of fine flour mixed
with oil for a meal offering to every lamb,
as a burnt offering of a pleasant aroma, an
offeringmade by fire to Yahweh.

14 Their drink offerings shall be half a
hinofwine for abull, the thirdpart of ahin
for the ram, and the fourth part of a hin for
a lamb. This is the burnt offering of every
month throughout themonths of the year.

15 Also, one male goat for a sin offering
to Yahweh shall be offered in addition to
the continual burnt offering and its drink
offering.

16 “ ‘In the firstmonth, on the fourteenth
day of themonth, is Yahweh’s Passover.

17 On the fifteenth day of this month
shall be a feast. Unleavened bread shall be
eaten for seven days.

18 In thefirst day shall be aholy convoca-
tion. You shall do no regular work,

19 but you shall offer an offering made
by fire, a burnt offering to Yahweh: two
young bulls, one ram, and seven male
lambs a year old. They shall be without
defect,

20 with their meal offering, fine flour
mixedwith oil. You shall offer three tenths
for a bull, and two tenths for the ram.

21 You shall offer one tenth for every
lamb of the seven lambs;

22and onemale goat for a sin offering, to
make atonement for you.

23You shall offer these in addition to the
burnt offering of themorning, which is for
a continual burnt offering.

24 In this way you shall offer daily, for
seven days, the food of the offering made
by fire, of a pleasant aroma to Yahweh. It
shall be offered in addition to the contin-
ual burnt offering and its drink offering.

25 On the seventh day you shall have a
holy convocation. You shall do no regular
work.

26 “ ‘Also in the day of the first fruits,
when you offer a new meal offering to
Yahweh in your feast of weeks, you shall

have a holy convocation. You shall do no
regular work;

27but you shall offer a burnt offering for
a pleasant aroma to Yahweh: two young
bulls, one ram, seven male lambs a year
old;

28 and their meal offering, fine flour
mixed with oil, three tenths for each bull,
two tenths for the one ram,

29 one tenth for every lamb of the seven
lambs;

30andonemale goat, tomakeatonement
for you.

31 Besides the continual burnt offering
and its meal offering, you shall offer them
and their drink offerings. See that they are
without defect.

29
1 “ ‘In the seventh month, on the first

day of the month, you shall have a holy
convocation; you shall dono regularwork.
It is a day of blowing of trumpets to you.

2 You shall offer a burnt offering for a
pleasant aroma to Yahweh: one young
bull, one ram, sevenmale lambs a year old
without defect;

3 and their meal offering, fine flour
mixed with oil: three tenths for the bull,
two tenths for the ram,

4 and one tenth for every lamb of the
seven lambs;

5 and one male goat for a sin offering, to
make atonement for you;

6 in addition to the burnt offering of
the new moon with its meal offering, and
the continual burnt offering with its meal
offering, and their drink offerings, ac-
cording to their ordinance, for a pleasant
aroma, an offering made by fire to Yah-
weh.

7 “ ‘On the tenth day of this seventh
month you shall have a holy convocation.
You shall afflict your souls. You shall do no
kind of work;

8 but you shall offer a burnt offering to
Yahweh for a pleasant aroma: one young
bull, one ram, sevenmale lambsayear old,
all without defect;

9 and their meal offering, fine flour
mixed with oil: three tenths for the bull,
two tenths for the one ram,
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10 one tenth for every lamb of the seven
lambs;

11 one male goat for a sin offering, in
addition to the sin offering of atonement,
and the continual burnt offering, and its
meal offering, and their drink offerings.

12 “ ‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh
month you shall have a holy convocation.
You shall do no regular work. You shall
keep a feast to Yahweh seven days.

13 You shall offer a burnt offering, an
offering made by fire, of a pleasant aroma
toYahweh: thirteenyoungbulls, tworams,
fourteenmale lambsayearold, allwithout
defect;

14 and their meal offering, fine flour
mixed with oil: three tenths for every bull
of the thirteen bulls, two tenths for each
ram of the two rams,

15 and one tenth for every lamb of the
fourteen lambs;

16and onemale goat for a sin offering, in
addition to the continual burnt offering, its
meal offering, and its drink offering.

17 “ ‘On the second day you shall offer
twelve young bulls, two rams, and four-
teenmale lambs a year oldwithout defect;

18 and their meal offering and their
drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams,
and for the lambs, according to their num-
ber, after the ordinance;

19 and one male goat for a sin offering,
in addition to the continual burnt offering,
with its meal offering and their drink of-
ferings.

20 “ ‘On the third day: eleven bulls, two
rams, fourteenmale lambsayear oldwith-
out defect;

21 and their meal offering and their
drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams,
and for the lambs, according to their num-
ber, after the ordinance;

22 and one male goat for a sin offering,
in addition to the continual burnt offering,
and its meal offering, and its drink offer-
ing.

23 “ ‘On the fourth day ten bulls, two
rams, fourteenmale lambsayear oldwith-
out defect;

24 their meal offering and their drink
offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and

for the lambs, according to their number,
after the ordinance;

25and onemale goat for a sin offering; in
addition to the continual burnt offering, its
meal offering, and its drink offering.

26 “ ‘On the fifth day: nine bulls, two
rams, fourteenmale lambsayear oldwith-
out defect;

27 and their meal offering and their
drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams,
and for the lambs, according to their num-
ber, after the ordinance,

28 and one male goat for a sin offering,
in addition to the continual burnt offering,
and its meal offering, and its drink offer-
ing.

29 “ ‘On the sixth day: eight bulls, two
rams, fourteenmale lambsayear oldwith-
out defect;

30 and their meal offering and their
drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams,
and for the lambs, according to their num-
ber, after the ordinance,

31and onemale goat for a sin offering; in
addition to the continual burnt offering, its
meal offering, and the drink offerings of it.

32 “ ‘On the seventh day: seven bulls,
two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old
without defect;

33 and their meal offering and their
drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams,
and for the lambs, according to their num-
ber, after the ordinance,

34and onemale goat for a sin offering; in
addition to the continual burnt offering, its
meal offering, and its drink offering.

35 “ ‘On the eighth day you shall have a
solemn assembly. You shall do no regular
work;

36 but you shall offer a burnt offering,
an offeringmade by fire, a pleasant aroma
to Yahweh: one bull, one ram, seven male
lambs a year old without defect;

37 their meal offering and their drink of-
ferings for the bull, for the ram, and for the
lambs, shall be according to their number,
after the ordinance,

38 and one male goat for a sin offering,
in addition to the continual burnt offering,
with its meal offering, and its drink offer-
ing.
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39 “ ‘You shall offer these to Yahweh
in your set feasts—in addition to your
vows and your free will offerings—for
your burnt offerings, your meal offerings,
your drink offerings, and your peace offer-
ings.’ ”

40 Moses told the children of Israel ac-
cording to all that Yahweh commanded
Moses.

30
1Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes

of the children of Israel, saying, “This is the
thing which Yahweh has commanded.

2 When a man vows a vow to Yahweh,
or swears an oath to bind his soul with a
bond, he shall not break hisword. He shall
do according to all that proceeds out of his
mouth.

3 “Also, when a woman vows a vow to
Yahweh and binds herself by a pledge, be-
ing in her father’s house, in her youth,

4 and her father hears her vow and her
pledgewithwhich she has bound her soul,
and her father says nothing to her, then
all her vows shall stand, and every pledge
with which she has bound her soul shall
stand.

5 But if her father forbids her in the
day that he hears, none of her vows or of
her pledges with which she has bound her
soul, shall stand. Yahweh will forgive her,
because her father has forbidden her.

6 “If she has a husband, while her vows
are on her, or the rash utterance of her lips
with which she has bound her soul,

7 and her husband hears it, and says
nothing to her in the day that he hears it;
then her vows shall stand, and her pledges
with which she has bound her soul shall
stand.

8 But if her husband forbids her in the
day thathehears it, thenhemakesvoidher
vowwhich is onherand the rashutterance
of her lips, with which she has bound her
soul. Yahwehwill forgive her.

9 “But the vow of a widow, or of her who
is divorced, everythingwithwhich she has
bound her soul shall stand against her.

10 “If she vowed in her husband’s house
or bound her soul by a bondwith an oath,

11andherhusbandheard it, andheldhis
peace at her and didn’t disallow her, then

all her vows shall stand, and every pledge
withwhich she boundher soul shall stand.

12 But if her husband made them null
and void in the day that he heard them,
then whatever proceeded out of her lips
concerning her vows, or concerning the
bond of her soul, shall not stand. Her
husband has made them void. Yahweh
will forgive her.

13 Every vow, and every binding oath to
afflict the soul, her husbandmay establish
it, or her husbandmaymake it void.

14But if her husband says nothing to her
fromday to day, then he establishes all her
vows or all her pledges which are on her.
He has established them, because he said
nothing to her in the day that he heard
them.

15 But if he makes them null and void
after he has heard them, thenhe shall bear
her iniquity.”

16 These are the statutes which Yahweh
commanded Moses, between a man and
his wife, between a father and his daugh-
ter, being in her youth, in her father’s
house.

31
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Avenge the children of Israel on the

Midianites. Afterward you shall be gath-
ered to your people.”

3 Moses spoke to the people, saying,
“Arm men from among you for war, that
they may go against Midian, to execute
Yahweh’s vengeance onMidian.

4 You shall send one thousand out of
every tribe, throughout all the tribes of
Israel, to the war.”

5 So there were delivered, out of the
thousandsof Israel, a thousand fromevery
tribe, twelve thousand armed for war.

6Moses sent them, one thousand of ev-
ery tribe, to thewarwith Phinehas the son
of Eleazar the priest, to the war, with the
vessels of the sanctuary and the trumpets
for the alarm in his hand.

7 They fought against Midian, as Yah-
weh commandedMoses. They killed every
male.

8Theykilled the kings ofMidianwith the
rest of their slain: Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur,
and Reba, the five kings of Midian. They
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also killed Balaam the son of Beorwith the
sword.

9 The children of Israel took the women
ofMidiancaptivewith their little ones; and
all their livestock, all their flocks, and all
their goods, they took as plunder.

10 All their cities in the places in which
they lived, and all their encampments,
they burned with fire.

11 They took all the captives, and all the
plunder, both of man and of animal.

12 They brought the captives with the
prey and the plunder, to Moses, and to
Eleazar the priest, and to the congregation
of the children of Israel, to the camp at the
plains of Moab, which are by the Jordan at
Jericho.

13Moses and Eleazar the priest, with all
the princes of the congregation, went out
to meet them outside of the camp.

14 Moses was angry with the officers of
the army, the captains of thousands and
the captains of hundreds, who came from
the service of the war.

15Moses said to them, “Have you saved
all the women alive?

16 Behold, these caused the children of
Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to
commit trespass against Yahweh in the
matter of Peor, and so the plague was
among the congregation of Yahweh.

17Now therefore kill every male among
the little ones, and kill every woman who
has knownman by lying with him.

18 But all the girls, who have not known
manby lyingwithhim, keepalive for your-
selves.

19 “Encamp outside of the camp for
seven days. Whoever has killed any per-
son, and whoever has touched any slain,
purify yourselves on the third day and on
the seventh day, you and your captives.

20Youshall purifyeverygarment, andall
that is made of skin, and all work of goats’
hair, and all things made of wood.”

21 Eleazar the priest said to the men of
war who went to the battle, “This is the
statute of the law which Yahweh has com-
mandedMoses.

22 However the gold, and the silver, the
bronze, the iron, the tin, and the lead,

23 everything that may withstand the
fire, you shall make to go through the fire,
and it shall be clean; nevertheless it shall
be purified with the water for impurity.
All that doesn’twithstand thefire you shall
make to go through the water.

24 You shall wash your clothes on the
seventh day, and you shall be clean. After-
ward you shall come into the camp.”

25Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
26 “Count the plunder that was taken,

both of man and of animal, you, and
Eleazar the priest, and the heads of the
fathers’ households of the congregation;

27and divide the plunder into two parts:
between the men skilled in war, who went
out to battle, and all the congregation.

28 Levy a tribute to Yahweh of the men
of war who went out to battle: one soul of
five hundred; of the persons, of the cattle,
of the donkeys, and of the flocks.

29 Take it from their half, and give it
to Eleazar the priest, for Yahweh’s wave
offering.

30 Of the children of Israel’s half, you
shall take one drawn out of every fifty, of
the persons, of the cattle, of the donkeys,
and of the flocks, of all the livestock, and
give them to the Levites, who perform the
duty of Yahweh’s tabernacle.”

31 Moses and Eleazar the priest did as
Yahweh commandedMoses.

32Now the plunder, over and above the
booty which the men of war took, was six
hundred seventy-five thousand sheep,

33 seventy-two thousand head of cattle,
34 sixty-one thousand donkeys,
35 and thirty-two thousand persons in

all, of thewomenwhohadnot knownman
by lying with him.

36 The half, which was the portion of
thosewhowent out to war, was in number
three hundred thirty-seven thousand five
hundred sheep;

37and Yahweh’s tribute of the sheepwas
six hundred seventy-five.

38The cattle were thirty-six thousand, of
which Yahweh’s tribute was seventy-two.

39Thedonkeyswere thirty thousandfive
hundred, of which Yahweh’s tribute was
sixty-one.
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40 The persons were sixteen thousand,
of whom Yahweh’s tribute was thirty-two
persons.

41 Moses gave the tribute, which was
Yahweh’s wave offering, to Eleazar the
priest, as Yahweh commandedMoses.

42Of the children of Israel’s half, which
Moses divided off from the men who
fought

43 (nowthecongregation’shalfwas three
hundred thirty-seven thousand five hun-
dred sheep,

44 thirty-six thousand head of cattle,
45 thirty thousandfivehundreddonkeys,
46and sixteen thousand persons),
47 even of the children of Israel’s half,

Moses took one drawn out of every fifty,
both of man and of animal, and gave them
to the Levites, who performed the duty
of Yahweh’s tabernacle, as Yahweh com-
mandedMoses.

48 The officers who were over the thou-
sands of the army, the captains of thou-
sands, and the captains of hundreds, came
near to Moses.

49 They said to Moses, “Your servants
have taken the sum of themen of warwho
are under our command, and there lacks
not oneman of us.

50 We have brought Yahweh’s offering,
what every man found: gold ornaments,
armlets, bracelets, signet rings, earrings,
and necklaces, to make atonement for our
souls before Yahweh.”

51MosesandEleazar thepriest took their
gold, even all worked jewels.

52 All the gold of the wave offering that
they offered up to Yahweh, of the captains
of thousands, and of the captains of hun-
dreds, was sixteen thousand seven hun-
dred fifty shekels.†

53Themenofwarhad takenbooty, every
man for himself.

54Moses and Eleazar the priest took the
gold of the captains of thousands and of
hundreds, and brought it into the Tent of
Meeting for amemorial for the children of
Israel before Yahweh.

32
1 Now the children of Reuben and the

children of Gad had a very greatmultitude
of livestock. They saw the land of Jazer,
and the land of Gilead. Behold, the place
was a place for livestock.

2 Then the children of Gad and the chil-
dren of Reuben came and spoke to Moses,
and toEleazar thepriest, and to theprinces
of the congregation, saying,

3 “Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Hesh-
bon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo, and Beon,

4 the land which Yahweh struck before
the congregationof Israel, is a land for live-
stock; and your servants have livestock.”

5 They said, “If we have found favor in
your sight, let this land be given to your
servants for a possession. Don’t bring us
over the Jordan.”

6Moses said to the children of Gad, and
to the children of Reuben, “Shall your
brothers go to war while you sit here?

7Whydo you discourage the heart of the
children of Israel from going over into the
land which Yahweh has given them?

8 Your fathers did so when I sent them
from Kadesh Barnea to see the land.

9 For when they went up to the valley of
Eshcol, and saw the land, theydiscouraged
the heart of the children of Israel, that they
should not go into the land which Yahweh
had given them.

10 Yahweh’s anger burned in that day,
and he swore, saying,

11 ‘Surely none of the men who came up
out of Egypt, from twenty years old and
upward, shall see the land which I swore
toAbraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; because
they have not wholly followedme,

12 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh
the Kenizzite, and Joshua the son of Nun,
because they have followed Yahweh com-
pletely.’

13Yahweh’s anger burned against Israel,
and hemade themwander back and forth
in the wilderness forty years, until all the
generationwho had done evil in Yahweh’s
sight was consumed.

14 “Behold, you have risen up in your
fathers’ place, an increase of sinful men,

† 31:52 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 16,750 shekels is about 167.5 kilograms or about 368.5
pounds.
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to increase the fierce anger of Yahweh to-
ward Israel.

15For if you turnaway fromafterhim, he
will yetagain leave themin thewilderness;
and you will destroy all these people.”

16They came near to him, and said, “We
will build sheepfolds here for our live-
stock, and cities for our little ones;

17 but we ourselves will be ready armed
to go before the children of Israel, until
we have brought them to their place. Our
little ones shall dwell in the fortified cities
because of the inhabitants of the land.

18 We will not return to our houses un-
til the children of Israel have all received
their inheritance.

19 For we will not inherit with them on
the other side of the Jordan and beyond,
because our inheritance has come to us on
this side of the Jordan eastward.”

20 Moses said to them: “If you will do
this thing, if you will arm yourselves to go
before Yahweh to the war,

21and every one of your armedmenwill
pass over the Jordan before Yahweh until
he has driven out his enemies from before
him,

22 and the land is subdued before Yah-
weh; then afterward you shall return, and
be clear of obligation to Yahweh and to
Israel. Then this land shall be your posses-
sion before Yahweh.

23 “But if you will not do so, behold, you
have sinned against Yahweh; and be sure
your sin will find you out.

24 Build cities for your little ones, and
folds for your sheep; anddo thatwhichhas
proceeded out of yourmouth.”

25 The children of Gad and the children
of Reuben spoke to Moses, saying, “Your
servants will do as my lord commands.

26 Our little ones, our wives, our flocks,
and all our livestock shall be there in the
cities of Gilead;

27but your servantswill pass over, every
manwho is armed forwar, before Yahweh
to battle, as my lord says.”

28 So Moses commanded concerning
them to Eleazar the priest, and to Joshua
the son of Nun, and to the heads of the
fathers’ households of the tribes of the
children of Israel.

29 Moses said to them, “If the children
of Gad and the children of Reuben will
pass with you over the Jordan, every man
who is armed to battle before Yahweh, and
the land is subdued before you, then you
shall give them the land of Gilead for a
possession;

30but if they will not pass over with you
armed, they shall have possessions among
you in the land of Canaan.”

31 The children of Gad and the children
of Reuben answered, saying, “As Yahweh
has said to your servants, so will we do.

32We will pass over armed before Yah-
weh into the land of Canaan, and the pos-
session of our inheritance shall remain
with us beyond the Jordan.”

33Moses gave to them, even to the chil-
dren ofGad, and to the children of Reuben,
and to the half-tribe of Manasseh the son
of Joseph, the kingdomof Sihon king of the
Amorites, and the kingdom of Og king of
Bashan; the land, according to its cities and
borders, even the cities of the surrounding
land.

34 The children of Gad built Dibon,
Ataroth, Aroer,

35Atroth-shophan, Jazer, Jogbehah,
36 Beth Nimrah, and Beth Haran: forti-

fied cities and folds for sheep.
37The childrenofReubenbuiltHeshbon,

Elealeh, Kiriathaim,
38 Nebo, and Baal Meon, (their names

being changed), and Sibmah. They gave
other names to the cities which they built.

39The childrenofMachir the sonofMan-
asseh went to Gilead, took it, and dispos-
sessed the Amorites whowere therein.

40Moses gaveGilead toMachir the sonof
Manasseh; and he lived therein.

41 Jair the son of Manasseh went and
took its villages, and called them Havvoth
Jair.

42 Nobah went and took Kenath and its
villages, and called it Nobah, after his own
name.

33
1 These are the journeys of the children

of Israel, when they went out of the land
of Egypt by their armies under the hand of
Moses and Aaron.
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2Moseswrote the starting points of their
journeysby thecommandmentofYahweh.
These are their journeys according to their
starting points.

3They traveled fromRameses in the first
month, on the fifteenth day of the first
month; on the next day after the Passover,
the children of Israel went out with a high
hand in the sight of all the Egyptians,

4 while the Egyptians were burying all
their firstborn, whom Yahweh had struck
among them. Yahweh also executed judg-
ments on their gods.

5 The children of Israel traveled from
Rameses, and encamped in Succoth.

6 They traveled from Succoth, and en-
camped in Etham, which is in the edge of
the wilderness.

7They traveled from Etham, and turned
back to Pihahiroth, which is before
Baal Zephon, and they encamped before
Migdol.

8 They traveled from before Hahiroth,
and crossed through the middle of the sea
into thewilderness. Theywent three days’
journey in the wilderness of Etham, and
encamped inMarah.

9They traveled fromMarah, and came to
Elim. In Elim, there were twelve springs
of water and seventy palm trees, and they
encamped there.

10 They traveled from Elim, and en-
camped by the Red Sea.

11 They traveled from the Red Sea, and
encamped in the wilderness of Sin.

12 They traveled from the wilderness of
Sin, and encamped in Dophkah.

13 They traveled from Dophkah, and en-
camped in Alush.

14 They traveled from Alush, and en-
camped in Rephidim, where there was no
water for the people to drink.

15They traveled fromRephidim, and en-
camped in the wilderness of Sinai.

16 They traveled from the wilderness
of Sinai, and encamped in Kibroth Hat-
taavah.

17 They traveled from Kibroth Hat-
taavah, and encamped in Hazeroth.

18They traveled from Hazeroth, and en-
camped in Rithmah.

19 They traveled from Rithmah, and en-
camped in Rimmon Perez.

20 They traveled from Rimmon Perez,
and encamped in Libnah.

21 They traveled from Libnah, and en-
camped in Rissah.

22 They traveled from Rissah, and en-
camped in Kehelathah.

23 They traveled from Kehelathah, and
encamped inMount Shepher.

24 They traveled from Mount Shepher,
and encamped in Haradah.

25 They traveled from Haradah, and en-
camped inMakheloth.

26 They traveled from Makheloth, and
encamped in Tahath.

27 They traveled from Tahath, and en-
camped in Terah.

28 They traveled from Terah, and en-
camped inMithkah.

29 They traveled from Mithkah, and en-
camped in Hashmonah.

30 They traveled from Hashmonah, and
encamped inMoseroth.

31They traveled fromMoseroth, and en-
camped in Bene Jaakan.

32 They traveled from Bene Jaakan, and
encamped in Hor Haggidgad.

33 They traveled from Hor Haggidgad,
and encamped in Jotbathah.

34They traveled from Jotbathah, and en-
camped in Abronah.

35 They traveled from Abronah, and en-
camped in Ezion Geber.

36 They traveled from Ezion Geber, and
encamped at Kadesh in the wilderness of
Zin.

37 They traveled from Kadesh, and en-
camped in Mount Hor, in the edge of the
land of Edom.

38 Aaron the priest went up into Mount
Hor at the commandment of Yahweh and
died there, in the fortieth year after the
children of Israel had come out of the land
of Egypt, in the fifthmonth, on the first day
of themonth.

39Aaron was one hundred twenty-three
years old when he died inMount Hor.

40The Canaanite king of Arad, who lived
in the South in the land of Canaan, heard
of the coming of the children of Israel.
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41 They traveled from Mount Hor, and
encamped in Zalmonah.

42 They traveled from Zalmonah, and
encamped in Punon.

43 They traveled from Punon, and en-
camped in Oboth.

44 They traveled from Oboth, and en-
camped in Iye Abarim, in the border of
Moab.

45 They traveled from Iyim, and en-
camped in Dibon Gad.

46 They traveled from Dibon Gad, and
encamped in Almon Diblathaim.

47 They traveled from Almon Diblath-
aim, and encamped in the mountains of
Abarim, before Nebo.

48 They traveled from the mountains of
Abarim, and encamped in the plains of
Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.

49 They encamped by the Jordan, from
Beth Jeshimoth even to Abel Shittim in the
plains of Moab.

50Yahweh spoke toMoses in theplains of
Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying,

51Speak to the children of Israel, and tell
them, “Whenyoupass over the Jordan into
the land of Canaan,

52 then you shall drive out all the in-
habitants of the land from before you, de-
stroy all their stone idols, destroy all their
molten images, anddemolish all their high
places.

53 You shall take possession of the land,
anddwell therein; for Ihavegiven the land
to you to possess it.

54Youshall inherit the landby lotaccord-
ing to your families; to the larger groups
you shall give a larger inheritance, and
to the smaller you shall give a smaller in-
heritance. Wherever the lot falls to any
man, that shall be his. You shall inherit
according to the tribes of your fathers.

55 “But if you do not drive out the inhab-
itants of the land from before you, then
those you let remain of them will be like
pricks in your eyes and thorns in your
sides. They will harass you in the land in
which you dwell.

56 It shall happen that as I thought to do
to them, so I will do to you.”

34
1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Command the children of Israel, and

tell them, ‘When you come into the land
of Canaan (this is the land that shall fall
to you for an inheritance, even the land of
Canaan according to its borders),

3 then your south quarter shall be from
the wilderness of Zin along by the side of
Edom, andyour southborder shall be from
the end of the Salt Sea eastward.

4 Your border shall turn about south-
ward of the ascent of Akrabbim, and pass
along to Zin; and it shall pass southward of
Kadesh Barnea; and it shall go from there
to Hazar Addar, and pass along to Azmon.

5 The border shall turn about from Az-
mon to the brook of Egypt, and it shall end
at the sea.

6 “ ‘For the western border, you shall
have the great sea and its border. This
shall be your west border.

7“ ‘This shall be yournorthborder: from
the great sea you shall mark out for your-
selves Mount Hor.

8FromMount Hor you shall mark out to
the entrance of Hamath; and the border
shall pass by Zedad.

9 Then the border shall go to Ziphron,
and it shall end at Hazar Enan. This shall
be your north border.

10 “ ‘You shall mark out your east border
fromHazar Enan to Shepham.

11 The border shall go down from Shep-
ham to Riblah, on the east side of Ain. The
border shall go down, and shall reach to
the side of the sea of Chinnereth eastward.

12 The border shall go down to the Jor-
dan, and end at the Salt Sea. This shall be
your land according to its borders around
it.’ ”

13Moses commanded the children of Is-
rael, saying, “This is the land which you
shall inherit by lot, which Yahweh has
commanded to give to the nine tribes, and
to the half-tribe;

14 for the tribe of the children of Reuben
according to their fathers’houses, the tribe
of the children of Gad according to their
fathers’ houses, and the half-tribe of Man-
asseh have received their inheritance.
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15The two tribes and the half-tribe have
received their inheritance beyond the Jor-
dan at Jericho eastward, toward the sun-
rise.”

16Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
17 “These are the names of the men who

shall divide the land toyou for inheritance:
Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of
Nun.

18 You shall take one prince of every
tribe, to divide the land for inheritance.

19Theseare thenamesof themen: Of the
tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh.

20Of the tribe of the children of Simeon,
Shemuel the son of Ammihud.

21 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the
son of Chislon.

22 Of the tribe of the children of Dan a
prince, Bukki the son of Jogli.

23Of the children of Joseph: of the tribe
of the children ofManasseh a prince, Han-
niel the son of Ephod.

24Of the tribe of the children of Ephraim
a prince, Kemuel the son of Shiphtan.

25Of the tribe of the children of Zebulun
a prince, Elizaphan the son of Parnach.

26Of the tribe of the children of Issachar
a prince, Paltiel the son of Azzan.

27Of the tribe of the children of Asher a
prince, Ahihud the son of Shelomi.

28Of the tribe of the children of Naphtali
a prince, Pedahel the son of Ammihud.”

29 These are they whom Yahweh com-
manded to divide the inheritance to the
children of Israel in the land of Canaan.

35
1Yahweh spoke to Moses in the plains of

Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying,
2“Command thechildrenof Israel to give

to the Levites cities to dwell in out of their
inheritance. You shall give pasture lands
for the cities around them to the Levites.

3 They shall have the cities to dwell in.
Their pasture lands shall be for their live-
stock, and for their possessions, and for all
their animals.

4 “The pasture lands of the cities, which
you shall give to the Levites, shall be from
the wall of the city and outward one thou-
sand cubits† around it.

5 You shall measure outside of the city
for the east side two thousand cubits, and
for the south side two thousandcubits, and
for the west side two thousand cubits, and
for the north side two thousand cubits, the
city being in the middle. This shall be the
pasture lands of their cities.

6 “The cities which you shall give to
the Levites, they shall be the six cities of
refuge, which you shall give for the man
slayer to flee to. Besides them you shall
give forty-two cities.

7All the cities which you shall give to the
Levites shall be forty-eight cities together
with their pasture lands.

8 Concerning the cities which you shall
give of the possession of the children of
Israel, from themany you shall takemany,
and from the few you shall take few. Ev-
eryone according to his inheritancewhich
he inherits shall give some of his cities to
the Levites.”

9Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
10 “Speak to the children of Israel, and

tell them, ‘When you pass over the Jordan
into the land of Canaan,

11 then you shall appoint for yourselves
cities to be cities of refuge for you, that
themanslayerwhokills anypersonunwit-
tingly may flee there.

12The cities shall be for your refuge from
the avenger, that the man slayer not die
until he stands before the congregation for
judgment.

13The citieswhich you shall give shall be
for you six cities of refuge.

14 You shall give three cities beyond the
Jordan, and you shall give three cities in
the land of Canaan. They shall be cities of
refuge.

15 These six cities shall be refuge for the
children of Israel, for the stranger, and
for the foreigner living among them, that
everyonewhokills anypersonunwittingly
may flee there.

16 “ ‘But if he struck him with an instru-
ment of iron, so that he died, he is a mur-
derer. The murderer shall surely be put to
death.

† 35:4 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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17 If he struck him with a stone in the
hand, by which a man may die, and he
died, he is amurderer. Themurderer shall
surely be put to death.

18 Or if he struck him with a weapon of
wood in the hand, by which a man may
die, and he died, he is a murderer. The
murderer shall surely be put to death.

19The avenger of blood shall himself put
the murderer to death. When he meets
him, he shall put him to death.

20 If he shoved him out of hatred, or
hurled something at him while lying in
wait, so that he died,

21 or in hostility struck him with his
hand, so that he died, he who struck him
shall surely be put to death. He is a mur-
derer. The avenger of blood shall put the
murderer to death when hemeets him.

22 “ ‘But if he shoved him suddenly with-
out hostility, or hurled on him anything
without lying in wait,

23orwithany stone, bywhichamanmay
die, not seeing him, and cast it on him so
that he died, andhewasnot his enemyand
not seeking his harm,

24 then the congregation shall judge be-
tween the striker and the avenger of blood
according to these ordinances.

25 The congregation shall deliver the
man slayer out of the hand of the avenger
of blood, and the congregation shall re-
store him to his city of refuge, where he
had fled. He shall dwell therein until the
death of the high priest, whowas anointed
with the holy oil.

26 “ ‘But if the man slayer shall at any
time go beyond the border of his city of
refuge where he flees,

27 and the avenger of blood finds him
outside of the border of his city of refuge,
and the avenger of blood kills the man
slayer, he shall not be guilty of blood,

28 because he should have remained in
his city of refuge until the death of the
high priest. But after the death of the high
priest, the man slayer shall return into the
land of his possession.

29 “ ‘These things shall be for a statute
and ordinance to you throughout your
generations in all your dwellings.

30 “ ‘Whoever kills any person, the mur-
derer shall be slain based on the testimony
of witnesses; but one witness shall not
testify alone against any person so that he
dies.

31 “ ‘Moreover you shall take no ransom
for the life of a murderer who is guilty of
death. He shall surely be put to death.

32 “ ‘You shall take no ransom for him
who has fled to his city of refuge, that he
may comeagain to dwell in the landbefore
the death of the priest.

33 “ ‘So you shall not pollute the land
where you live; for bloodpollutes the land.
No atonement canbemade for the land for
the blood that is shed in it, but by the blood
of himwho shed it.

34You shall not defile the landwhich you
inhabit,where Idwell; for I, Yahweh, dwell
among the children of Israel.’ ”

36
1 The heads of the fathers’ households

of the family of the children of Gilead, the
son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the
families of the sons of Joseph, came near
and spoke before Moses and before the
princes, the heads of the fathers’ house-
holds of the children of Israel.

2 They said, “Yahweh commanded my
lord to give the land for inheritance by
lot to the children of Israel. My lord was
commanded by Yahweh to give the inher-
itance of Zelophehad our brother to his
daughters.

3 If they are married to any of the sons
of the other tribes of the children of Israel,
then their inheritance will be taken away
from the inheritance of our fathers, and
will beadded to the inheritanceof the tribe
to which they shall belong. So it will be
takenaway from the lot of our inheritance.

4 When the jubilee of the children of
Israel comes, then their inheritance will
be added to the inheritance of the tribe to
which they shall belong. So their inheri-
tance will be taken away from the inheri-
tance of the tribe of our fathers.”

5 Moses commanded the children of Is-
rael according to Yahweh’s word, saying,
“The tribe of the sons of Joseph speakwhat
is right.
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6 This is the thing which Yahweh
commands concerning the daughters of
Zelophehad, saying, ‘Let them be married
to whom they think best, only they shall
marry into the family of the tribe of their
father.

7 So shall no inheritance of the children
of Israel move from tribe to tribe; for the
children of Israel shall all keep the inheri-
tance of the tribe of his fathers.

8 Every daughter who possesses an in-
heritance in any tribe of the children of
Israel shall be wife to one of the family of
the tribe of her father, that the children of
Israel may each possess the inheritance of
his fathers.

9 So shall no inheritance move from one
tribe to another tribe; for the tribes of the
children of Israel shall each keep his own
inheritance.’ ”

10 The daughters of Zelophehad did as
Yahweh commandedMoses:

11 for Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah,
and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad,
were married to their father’s brothers’
sons.

12 They were married into the families
of the sons of Manasseh the son of Joseph.
Their inheritance remained in the tribe of
the family of their father.

13These are the commandments and the
ordinanceswhich Yahweh commandedby
Moses to the children of Israel in the plains
of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.
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The Fifth Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Deuteronomy

1 These are the words which Moses
spoke to all Israel beyond the Jordan in
thewilderness, in theArabahopposite Suf,
between Paran, Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth,
and Dizahab.

2 It is elevendays’ journey fromHorebby
the way of Mount Seir to Kadesh Barnea.

3 In the fortieth year, in the eleventh
month, on thefirstdayof themonth,Moses
spoke to the children of Israel according
to all that Yahweh† had given him in com-
mandment to them,

4afterhehad struckSihon thekingof the
Amorites who lived in Heshbon, and Og
the king of Bashanwho lived in Ashtaroth,
at Edrei.

5Beyond the Jordan, in the landofMoab,
Moses began to declare this law, saying,

6“YahwehourGod‡ spoke tous inHoreb,
saying, ‘You have lived long enough at this
mountain.

7 Turn, and take your journey, and go
to the hill country of the Amorites and to
all the places near there: in the Arabah,
in the hill country, in the lowland, in the
South, by the seashore, in the land of the
Canaanites, and in Lebanon as far as the
great river, the river Euphrates.

8Behold,§ I have set the land before you.
Go in and possess the land which Yah-
weh swore to your fathers—toAbraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob—to give to them and to
their offspring† after them.’ ”

9 I spoke to you at that time, saying, “I am
not able to bear youmyself alone.

10 Yahweh your God has multiplied you,
and behold, you are today as the stars of
the sky for multitude.

11May Yahweh, the God of your fathers,
makeyoua thousand times asmanyas you
are and bless you, as he has promised you!

12 How can I myself alone bear your
problems, your burdens, and your strife?

13 Take wise men of understanding who
are respected amongyour tribes, and Iwill
make them heads over you.”

14Youansweredme, and said, “The thing
which you have spoken is good to do.”

15So I took the heads of your tribes, wise
and respectedmen, andmade them heads
over you, captains of thousands, captains
of hundreds, captains of fifties, captains of
tens, and officers, according to your tribes.

16 I commanded your judges at that time,
saying, “Hear casesbetweenyourbrothers
and judge righteously between a man and
his brother, and the foreignerwho is living
with him.

17 You shall not show partiality in judg-
ment; you shall hear the small and the
great alike. You shall not be afraid of the
face ofman, for the judgment is God’s. The
case that is too hard for you, you shall
bring to me, and I will hear it.”

18 I commanded you at that time all the
things which you should do.

19 We traveled from Horeb and went
through all that great and terrible wilder-
ness which you saw, by the way to the
hill country of the Amorites, as Yahweh
our God commanded us; and we came to
Kadesh Barnea.

20 I said to you, “Youhave come to thehill
country of the Amorites, which Yahweh
our God gives to us.

21 Behold, Yahweh your God has set the
land before you. Go up, take possession,
as Yahweh the God of your fathers has
spoken to you. Don’t be afraid, neither be
dismayed.”

22You camenear tome, everyone of you,
and said, “Let’s send men before us, that
theymay search the land for us, and bring
back to us word of the way by which we
must goup, and the cities towhichwe shall
come.”

23 The thing pleased me well. I took
twelve of your men, one man for every
tribe.

† 1:3 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:6 The
Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:8 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, takenotice, observe,
see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 1:8 or, seed
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24 They turned and went up into the hill
country, and came to the valley of Eshcol,
and spied it out.

25They took some of the fruit of the land
in their hands and brought it down to us,
and brought us word again, and said, “It is
a good land which Yahweh our God gives
to us.”

26 Yet you wouldn’t go up, but rebelled
against the commandment of Yahweh
your God.

27Youmurmured in your tents, and said,
“Because Yahwehhated us, he has brought
us out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us
into thehandof theAmorites to destroyus.

28Where are we going up? Our brothers
have made our heart melt, saying, ‘The
people are greater and taller than we. The
cities are great and fortified up to the sky.
Moreover we have seen the sons of the
Anakim there!’ ”

29 Then I said to you, “Don’t be terrified.
Don’t be afraid of them.

30 Yahweh your God, who goes before
you, he will fight for you, according to all
that he did for you in Egypt before your
eyes,

31and in thewilderness where you have
seen how that Yahweh your God carried
you, as a man carries his son, in all the
way that you went, until you came to this
place.”

32 Yet in this thing you didn’t believe
Yahweh your God,

33 who went before you on the way, to
seek out a place for you to pitch your tents
in: in fire by night, to show you by what
wayyou should go, and in the cloudbyday.

34Yahwehheard the voice of yourwords
and was angry, and swore, saying,

35 “Surely not one of these men of this
evil generation shall see the good land
which I swore to give to your fathers,

36except Caleb the son of Jephunneh. He
shall see it. I will give the land that he
has trodden on to him and to his children,
because he has wholly followed Yahweh.”

37 Also Yahweh was angry with me for
your sakes, saying, “You also shall not go in
there.

38 Joshua the son of Nun, who stands
before you, shall go in there. Encourage
him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.

39Moreover your little ones, whom you
said would be captured or killed, your
children, who today have no knowledge of
good or evil, shall go in there. I will give it
to them, and they shall possess it.

40 But as for you, turn, and take your
journey into the wilderness by the way to
the Red Sea.”

41 Then you answered and said to me,
“We have sinned against Yahweh. We will
go up and fight, according to all that Yah-
weh our God commanded us.” Every man
of you put on his weapons of war, and
presumed to go up into the hill country.

42 Yahweh said to me, “Tell them, ‘Don’t
go up and don’t fight; for I am not among
you, lest you be struck before your ene-
mies.’ ”

43So I spoke to you, and youdidn’t listen;
but you rebelled against the command-
ment of Yahweh, andwere presumptuous,
and went up into the hill country.

44 The Amorites, who lived in that hill
country, came out against you and chased
you as bees do, and beat you down in Seir,
even to Hormah.

45 You returned and wept before Yah-
weh, but Yahweh didn’t listen to your
voice, nor turn his ear to you.

46 So you stayed in Kadesh many days,
according to the days that you remained.

2
1 Then we turned, and took our journey

into the wilderness by the way to the Red
Sea, as Yahweh spoke tome; andwe encir-
cledMount Seir many days.

2Yahweh spoke to me, saying,
3 “Youhave encircled thismountain long

enough. Turn northward.
4 Command the people, saying, ‘You are

to pass through the border of your broth-
ers, the childrenofEsau,whodwell in Seir;
and they will be afraid of you. Therefore
be careful.

5 Don’t contend with them; for I will
not give you any of their land, no, not so
much as for the sole of the foot to tread on,
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because I have given Mount Seir to Esau
for a possession.

6You shall purchase food from them for
money, that you may eat. You shall also
buy water from them for money, that you
may drink.’ ”

7 For Yahweh your God has blessed you
in all the work of your hands. He has
known your walking through this great
wilderness. These forty years, Yahweh
your God has been with you. You have
lacked nothing.

8Sowe passed by from our brothers, the
children of Esau, who dwell in Seir, from
thewayof theArabah fromElath and from
Ezion Geber. We turned and passed by the
way of the wilderness of Moab.

9 Yahweh said to me, “Don’t bother
Moab, neither contendwith theminbattle;
for I will not give you any of his land for a
possession, because I have given Ar to the
children of Lot for a possession.”

10 (The Emim lived there before, a great
and numerous people, and tall as the
Anakim.

11 These also are considered to be
Rephaim, as the Anakim; but theMoabites
call them Emim.

12 The Horites also lived in Seir in the
past, but the children of Esau succeeded
them. They destroyed them from before
them, and lived in their place, as Israel
did to the land of his possession, which
Yahweh gave to them.)

13 “Now rise up and cross over the brook
Zered.” Wewent over the brook Zered.

14 The days in which we came from
KadeshBarneauntilwehad comeover the
brook Zered were thirty-eight years, until
all the generation of the men of war were
consumed from themiddle of the camp, as
Yahweh swore to them.

15Moreover Yahweh’s hand was against
them, to destroy them from the middle of
the camp, until they were consumed.

16So, when all themen of war were con-
sumed and dead from among the people,

17Yahweh spoke to me, saying,
18 “You are to pass over Ar, the border of

Moab, today.
19 When you come near the border of

the childrenofAmmon, don’t bother them,

nor contend with them; for I will not give
you any of the land of the children of Am-
mon for a possession, because I have given
it to the children of Lot for a possession.”

20 (That also is considered a land of
Rephaim. Rephaim lived there in the past,
but the Ammonites call them Zamzum-
mim,

21 a great people, many, and tall, as the
Anakim; but Yahwehdestroyed them from
before Israel, and they succeeded them,
and lived in their place,

22 as he did for the children of Esau
who dwell in Seir, when he destroyed the
Horites from before them; and they suc-
ceeded them, and lived in their place even
to this day.

23 Then the Avvim, who lived in villages
as far as Gaza: the Caphtorim, who came
out of Caphtor, destroyed them and lived
in their place.)

24 “Rise up, take your journey, and pass
over the valley of the Arnon. Behold, I
havegiven intoyourhandSihon theAmor-
ite, king of Heshbon, and his land; begin to
possess it, and contend with him in battle.

25 Today I will begin to put the dread of
you and the fear of you on the peopleswho
are under the whole sky, who shall hear
the report of you, and shall tremble and be
in anguish because of you.”

26 I sent messengers out of the wilder-
nessofKedemoth toSihonkingofHeshbon
with words of peace, saying,

27 “Let me pass through your land. I will
go alongby thehighway. Iwill turnneither
to the right hand nor to the left.

28 You shall sell me food for money, that
I may eat; and give me water for money,
that I may drink. Just let me pass through
onmy feet,

29 as the children of Esau who dwell in
Seir, and theMoabites who dwell in Ar, did
to me, until I pass over the Jordan into the
land which Yahweh our God gives us.”

30 But Sihon king of Heshbon would not
let us pass by him, for Yahweh your God
hardened his spirit and made his heart
obstinate, that he might deliver him into
your hand, as it is today.
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31 Yahweh said to me, “Behold, I have
begun to deliver up Sihon and his land
before you. Begin to possess, that youmay
inherit his land.”

32 Then Sihon came out against us, he
and all his people, to battle at Jahaz.

33Yahweh our God delivered him up be-
fore us; and we struck him, his sons, and
all his people.

34 We took all his cities at that time,
and utterly destroyed every inhabited city,
with thewomenand the little ones. We left
no one remaining.

35Only the livestockwe took for plunder
for ourselves,with theplunder of the cities
which we had taken.

36 From Aroer, which is on the edge of
the valley of the Arnon, and the city that
is in the valley, even to Gilead, there was
not a city too high for us. Yahweh our God
delivered up all before us.

37Only to the land of the children of Am-
mon you didn’t comenear: all the banks of
the river Jabbok, and the cities of the hill
country, and wherever Yahweh our God
forbade us.

3
1 Then we turned, and went up the way

to Bashan. Og the king of Bashan came out
against us, he and all his people, to battle
at Edrei.

2Yahweh said tome, “Don’t fear him; for
I have delivered him, with all his people
and his land, into your hand. You shall
do to him as you did to Sihon king of the
Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.”

3 So Yahweh our God also delivered into
ourhandOg, thekingofBashan, andall his
people. Westruckhimuntil noonewas left
to him remaining.

4We took all his cities at that time. There
was not a city which we didn’t take from
them: sixty cities, all the region of Argob,
the kingdom of Og in Bashan.

5All these were cities fortified with high
walls, gates, andbars, in addition to a great
many villages without walls.

6Weutterly destroyed them, aswedid to
Sihon king of Heshbon, utterly destroying

every inhabited city, with the women and
the little ones.

7 But all the livestock, and the plunder
of the cities, we took for plunder for our-
selves.

8We took the land at that time out of the
hand of the two kings of the Amorites who
werebeyond the Jordan, from the valley of
the Arnon toMount Hermon.

9 (The Sidonians call Hermon Sirion, and
the Amorites call it Senir.)

10 We took all the cities of the plain,
and all Gilead, and all Bashan, to Salecah
and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in
Bashan.

11 (For only Og king of Bashan remained
of the remnant of theRephaim. Behold, his
bedstead was a bedstead of iron. Isn’t it in
Rabbah of the children of Ammon? Nine
cubits† was its length, and four cubits its
width, after the cubit of a man.)

12This landwe took in possession at that
time: from Aroer, which is by the valley
of the Arnon, and half the hill country of
Gilead with its cities, I gave to the Reuben-
ites and to the Gadites;

13 and the rest of Gilead, and all Bashan,
the kingdom of Og, I gave to the half-tribe
ofManasseh—all the region of Argob, even
all Bashan. (The same is called the land of
Rephaim.

14 Jair the son of Manasseh took all the
regionofArgob, to theborderof theGeshu-
rites and theMaacathites, and called them,
evenBashan, after his ownname,Havvoth
Jair, to this day.)

15 I gave Gilead to Machir.
16 To the Reubenites and to the Gadites

I gave from Gilead even to the valley of
the Arnon, themiddle of the valley, and its
border, even to the river Jabbok, which is
the border of the children of Ammon;

17 theArabahalso, and the Jordanand its
border, from Chinnereth even to the sea of
the Arabah, the Salt Sea, under the slopes
of Pisgah eastward.

18 I commanded you at that time, saying,
“Yahweh your God has given you this land
to possess it. All of you men of valor shall
pass over armed before your brothers, the
children of Israel.

† 3:11 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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19 But your wives, and your little ones,
and your livestock, (I know that you have
much livestock), shall live in your cities
which I have given you,

20until Yahweh gives rest to your broth-
ers, as to you, and they also possess the
land which Yahweh your God gives them
beyond the Jordan. Then you shall each
return to his own possession, which I have
given you.”

21 I commanded Joshua at that time, say-
ing, “Your eyes have seen all that Yahweh
your God has done to these two kings. So
shall Yahwehdo to all the kingdomswhere
you go over.

22 You shall not fear them; for Yahweh
your God himself fights for you.”

23 I begged Yahweh at that time, saying,
24 “Lord‡ Yahweh, you have begun to

show your servant your greatness, and
your strong hand. For what god is there in
heaven or in earth that can do works like
yours, andmighty acts like yours?

25Please let me go over and see the good
land that is beyond the Jordan, that fine
mountain, and Lebanon.”

26 But Yahweh was angry with me be-
cause of you, and didn’t listen to me. Yah-
weh said to me, “That is enough! Speak no
more to me of this matter.

27Go up to the top of Pisgah, and lift up
your eyes westward, and northward, and
southward, and eastward, and see with
your eyes; for you shall not go over this
Jordan.

28 But commission Joshua, and encour-
age him, and strengthen him; for he shall
go over before this people, and he shall
cause them to inherit the land which you
shall see.”

29 So we stayed in the valley near Beth
Peor.

4
1 Now, Israel, listen to the statutes and

to the ordinances which I teach you, to
do them, that you may live and go in and
possess the landwhich Yahweh, the God of
your fathers, gives you.

2 You shall not add to the word which
I command you, neither shall you take

away from it, that you may keep the com-
mandments of Yahweh your God which I
command you.

3 Your eyes have seen what Yahweh did
becauseofBaal Peor; forYahwehyourGod
has destroyed all the men who followed
Baal Peor from among you.

4 But you who were faithful to Yahweh
your God are all alive today.

5 Behold, I have taught you statutes and
ordinances, even as Yahweh my God com-
manded me, that you should do so in the
middle of the land where you go in to
possess it.

6Keep therefore and do them; for this is
your wisdom and your understanding in
the sight of the peoples who shall hear all
these statutes and say, “Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding peo-
ple.”

7 For what great nation is there that has
a god so near to them as Yahweh our God
is whenever we call on him?

8 What great nation is there that has
statutes and ordinances so righteous as all
this lawwhich I set before you today?

9 Only be careful, and keep your soul
diligently, lest you forget the things which
your eyes saw, and lest they depart from
your heart all the days of your life; but
make them known to your children and
your children’s children—

10 the day that you stood before Yahweh
your God in Horeb, when Yahweh said to
me, “Assemble the people to me, and I will
make them hear my words, that they may
learn to fear me all the days that they live
on the earth, and that theymay teach their
children.”

11 You came near and stood under the
mountain. The mountain burned with
fire to the heart of the sky, with darkness,
cloud, and thick darkness.

12Yahweh spoke to you out of themiddle
of the fire: you heard the voice of words,
but you saw no form; you only heard a
voice.

13 He declared to you his covenant,
which he commanded you to perform,

‡ 3:24 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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even the ten commandments. He wrote
them on two stone tablets.

14 Yahweh commanded me at that time
to teach you statutes and ordinances, that
you might do them in the land where you
go over to possess it.

15Be very careful, for you sawno kind of
form on the day that Yahweh spoke to you
in Horeb out of themiddle of the fire,

16 lest you corrupt yourselves, andmake
yourself a carved image in the form of any
figure, the likeness of male or female,

17 the likeness of any animal that is on
the earth, the likeness of any winged bird
that flies in the sky,

18 the likeness of anything that creeps on
the ground, the likeness of any fish that is
in the water under the earth;

19and lest you lift upyour eyes to the sky,
and when you see the sun and the moon
and the stars, even all the army of the sky,
you are drawn away and worship them,
and serve them, which Yahweh your God
has allotted to all the peoples under the
whole sky.

20 But Yahweh has taken you, and
brought you out of the iron furnace, out of
Egypt, to be to him a people of inheritance,
as it is today.

21 Furthermore Yahweh was angry with
me for your sakes, and swore that I should
not go over the Jordan, and that I should
not go in to that good land which Yahweh
your God gives you for an inheritance;

22 but I must die in this land. I must not
go over the Jordan, but you shall go over
and possess that good land.

23Becareful, lest you forget thecovenant
of Yahweh your God, which he made with
you, and make yourselves a carved image
in the form of anything which Yahweh
your God has forbidden you.

24 For Yahweh your God is a devouring
fire, a jealous God.

25 When you father children and chil-
dren’s children, and you have been long in
the land, and then corrupt yourselves, and
make a carved image in the form of any-
thing, and do that which is evil in Yahweh
your God’s sight to provoke him to anger,

26 I call heaven and earth to witness

against you today, that you will soon ut-
terly perish fromoff the landwhich you go
over the Jordan to possess it. You will not
prolong your days on it, but will utterly be
destroyed.

27 Yahweh will scatter you among the
peoples, and you will be left few in num-
ber among the nations where Yahwehwill
lead you away.

28 There you will serve gods, the work
of men’s hands, wood and stone, which
neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.

29But from there you shall seek Yahweh
your God, and you will find himwhen you
search after him with all your heart and
with all your soul.

30 When you are in oppression, and all
these thingshavecomeonyou, in the latter
days you shall return to Yahweh your God
and listen to his voice.

31 For Yahweh your God is a merciful
God. He will not fail you nor destroy you,
nor forget the covenant of your fathers
which he swore to them.

32 For ask now of the days that are past,
which were before you, since the day that
God created man on the earth, and from
the one endof the sky to the other,whether
there has been anything as great as this
thing is, or has been heard like it?

33Didapeople everhear thevoice ofGod
speaking out of the middle of the fire, as
you have heard, and live?

34 Or has God tried to go and take a
nation for himself from among another
nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, by
war, by a mighty hand, by an outstretched
arm, and by great terrors, according to all
that Yahweh your God did for you in Egypt
before your eyes?

35 It was shown to you so that you might
know that Yahweh is God. There is no one
else besides him.

36Out of heaven hemade you to hear his
voice, that hemight instruct you. On earth
he made you to see his great fire; and you
heard his words out of the middle of the
fire.

37 Because he loved your fathers, there-
fore he chose their offspring after them,
and brought you out with his presence,
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with his great power, out of Egypt;
38 to drive out nations from before you

greater and mightier than you, to bring
you in, to give you their land for an inheri-
tance, as it is today.

39 Know therefore today, and take it
to heart, that Yahweh himself is God in
heaven above and on the earth beneath.
There is no one else.

40 You shall keep his statutes and his
commandments which I command you to-
day, that it may go well with you and with
your children after you, and that you may
prolong your days in the land which Yah-
weh your God gives you for all time.

41 Then Moses set apart three cities be-
yond the Jordan toward the sunrise,

42 that the man slayer might flee there,
whokills his neighborunintentionally and
didn’t hate him in time past, and that flee-
ing to one of these cities hemight live:

43 Bezer in the wilderness, in the plain
country, for the Reubenites; and Ramoth
in Gilead for the Gadites; and Golan in
Bashan for theManassites.

44This is the lawwhichMoses set before
the children of Israel.

45 These are the testimonies, and the
statutes, and the ordinances which Moses
spoke to the children of Israel when they
came out of Egypt,

46 beyond the Jordan, in the valley op-
posite Beth Peor, in the land of Sihon king
of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon,
whom Moses and the children of Israel
struck when they came out of Egypt.

47 They took possession of his land and
the land of Og king of Bashan, the two
kings of the Amorites, who were beyond
the Jordan toward the sunrise;

48 fromAroer, which is on the edge of the
valley of the Arnon, even to Mount Siyon
(also called Hermon),

49 and all the Arabah beyond the Jordan
eastward, even to the sea of the Arabah,
under the slopes of Pisgah.

5
1 Moses called to all Israel, and said to

them, “Hear, Israel, the statutes and the or-
dinances which I speak in your ears today,

thatyoumay learn them, andobserve todo
them.”

2Yahweh our Godmade a covenantwith
us in Horeb.

3Yahwehdidn’tmake this covenantwith
our fathers, but with us, even us, who are
all of us here alive today.

4Yahweh spoke with you face to face on
themountain out of themiddle of the fire,

5 (I stood between Yahweh and you at
that time, to show you Yahweh’s word; for
you were afraid because of the fire, and
didn’t go up onto themountain) saying,
6“I amYahwehyourGod,whobrought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.

7 “You shall have no other gods before
me.

8 “You shall not make a carved image for
yourself—any likeness ofwhat is in heaven
above, or what is in the earth beneath, or
that is in the water under the earth.

9 You shall not bow yourself down to
them, nor serve them, for I, Yahweh your
God, ama jealousGod, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers on the children and on the
third andon the fourth generation of those
who hate me

10 and showing loving kindness to thou-
sands of those who love me and keep my
commandments.

11 “You shall notmisuse the nameof Yah-
weh your God;† for Yahweh will not hold
him guiltless whomisuses his name.

12 “Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy, as Yahweh your God commanded
you.

13 You shall labor six days, and do all
your work;

14 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to
Yahweh your God, in which you shall not
do any work—neither you, nor your son,
nor your daughter, nor yourmale servant,
nor your female servant, nor your ox, nor
yourdonkey, nor anyof your livestock, nor
your stranger who is within your gates;
that your male servant and your female
servant may rest as well as you.

15 You shall remember that you were a
servant in the land of Egypt, and Yahweh
your God brought you out of there by a

† 5:11 or, You shall not take the name of Yahweh your God in vain;
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mighty hand and by an outstretched arm.
Therefore Yahweh your God commanded
you to keep the Sabbath day.

16 “Honor your father and your mother,
as YahwehyourGod commandedyou, that
your days may be long and that it may go
well with you in the land which Yahweh
your God gives you.

17 “You shall not murder.
18 “You shall not commit adultery.
19 “You shall not steal.
20 “You shall not give false testimony

against your neighbor.
21 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s

wife. Neither shall you desire your neigh-
bor’s house, his field, or his male servant,
or his female servant, his ox, or his donkey,
or anything that is your neighbor’s.”

22Yahweh spoke these words to all your
assembly on the mountain out of the mid-
dle of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick
darkness, with a great voice. He added no
more. Hewrote them on two stone tablets,
and gave them tome.

23When you heard the voice out of the
middle of the darkness, while the moun-
tain was burning with fire, you came near
tome, evenall theheadsofyour tribes, and
your elders;

24 and you said, “Behold, Yahweh our
God has shown us his glory and his great-
ness, and we have heard his voice out of
the middle of the fire. We have seen today
that God does speak with man, and he
lives.

25 Now therefore, why should we die?
For this great fire will consume us. If we
hear Yahweh our God’s voice any more,
then we shall die.

26 For who is there of all flesh who has
heard the voice of the living God speaking
out of the middle of the fire, as we have,
and lived?

27Go near, and hear all that Yahweh our
God shall say, and tell us all that Yahweh
our God tells you; and we will hear it, and
do it.”

28Yahwehheard the voice of yourwords
when you spoke tome; and Yahweh said to
me, “I have heard the voice of the words
of this people which they have spoken to

you. They havewell said all that they have
spoken.

29 Oh that there were such a heart in
them that they would fear me and keep all
my commandments always, that it might
be well with them and with their children
forever!

30 “Go tell them, ‘Return to your tents.’
31 But as for you, stand here by me, and

I will tell you all the commandments, and
the statutes, and the ordinances, which
you shall teach them, that they may do
them in the land which I give them to
possess.”

32 You shall observe to do therefore as
Yahweh your God has commanded you.
You shall not turn away to the right hand
or to the left.

33 You shall walk in all the way which
Yahweh your God has commanded you,
that you may live and that it may be well
with you, and that you may prolong your
days in the land which you shall possess.

6
1Now these are the commandments, the

statutes, and the ordinances, which Yah-
weh your God commanded to teach you,
that youmightdo them in the land that you
go over to possess;

2 that you might fear Yahweh your God,
to keep all his statutes and his command-
ments, which I command you—you, your
son, andyour son’s son, all thedays of your
life; and that your days may be prolonged.

3 Hear therefore, Israel, and observe to
do it, that it may bewell with you, and that
youmay increasemightily, as Yahweh, the
God of your fathers, has promised to you,
in a land flowing withmilk and honey.

4Hear, Israel: Yahweh is our God. Yah-
weh is one.

5 You shall love Yahweh your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, and with
all yourmight.

6 These words, which I command you
today, shall be on your heart;

7 and you shall teach them diligently to
your children, and shall talk of themwhen
you sit in your house, and when you walk
by the way, and when you lie down, and
when you rise up.
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8 You shall bind them for a sign on your
hand, and they shall be for frontlets be-
tween your eyes.

9 You shall write them on the door posts
of your house and on your gates.

10 It shall be, when Yahweh your God
brings you into the landwhich he swore to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, to give you, great and goodly cities
which you didn’t build,

11 and houses full of all good things
which you didn’t fill, and cisterns dug out
which you didn’t dig, vineyards and olive
trees which you didn’t plant, and you shall
eat and be full;

12 then beware lest you forget Yahweh,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.

13 You shall fear Yahweh your God; and
you shall serve him, and shall swear by his
name.

14You shall not go after other gods, of the
gods of the peoples who are around you,

15 for Yahweh your God among you is a
jealous God, lest the anger of Yahweh your
Godbekindled against you, andhedestroy
you from off the face of the earth.

16You shall not tempt Yahweh your God,
as you tempted him inMassah.

17 You shall diligently keep the com-
mandments of Yahweh your God, and his
testimonies, and his statutes, which he has
commanded you.

18 You shall do that which is right and
good in Yahweh’s sight, that it may be well
with you and that you may go in and pos-
sess the good landwhich Yahweh swore to
your fathers,

19 to thrust out all your enemies from
before you, as Yahweh has spoken.

20 When your son asks you in time to
come, saying, “What do the testimonies,
the statutes, and the ordinances, which
Yahweh our God has commanded you
mean?”

21 then you shall tell your son, “We
were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt. Yahweh
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty
hand;

22 and Yahweh showed great and awe-
some signs and wonders on Egypt, on

Pharaoh, and on all his house, before our
eyes;

23and he brought us out from there, that
he might bring us in, to give us the land
which he swore to our fathers.

24Yahweh commanded us to do all these
statutes, to fear Yahweh our God, for our
good always, that he might preserve us
alive, as we are today.

25 It shall be righteousness to us, if we
observe to do all these commandments
before Yahweh our God, as he has com-
manded us.”

7
1 When Yahweh your God brings you

into the land where you go to possess it,
and casts out many nations before you—
the Hittite, the Girgashite, the Amorite, the
Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and
the Jebusite—seven nations greater and
mightier than you;

2 and when Yahweh your God delivers
them up before you, and you strike them,
then you shall utterly destroy them. You
shall make no covenant with them, nor
showmercy to them.

3 You shall not make marriages with
them. You shall not give your daughter to
his son, nor shall you take his daughter for
your son.

4 For that would turn away your sons
from following me, that they may serve
other gods. So Yahweh’s anger would be
kindled against you, and hewould destroy
you quickly.

5 But you shall deal with them like this:
you shall break down their altars, dash
their pillars in pieces, cut down their
Asherah poles, and burn their engraved
images with fire.

6 For you are a holy people to Yahweh
your God. Yahweh your God has chosen
you to be a people for his own possession,
aboveall peopleswhoareon the faceof the
earth.

7 Yahweh didn’t set his love on you nor
choose you, because you were more in
number than any people; for youwere the
fewest of all peoples;

8but because Yahweh loves you, and be-
cause he desires to keep the oath which he
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swore toyour fathers, Yahwehhasbrought
you outwith amighty hand and redeemed
you out of the house of bondage, from the
hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

9Know therefore that Yahweh your God
himself is God, the faithful God, who keeps
covenant and loving kindness to a thou-
sand generations with those who love him
and keep his commandments,

10andrepays thosewhohatehimto their
face, to destroy them. He will not be slack
to him who hates him. He will repay him
to his face.

11 You shall therefore keep the com-
mandments, the statutes, and the ordi-
nances which I command you today, to do
them.

12 It shall happen, because you listen to
these ordinances and keep and do them,
that Yahweh your God will keep with
you the covenant and the loving kindness
which he swore to your fathers.

13He will love you, bless you, andmulti-
ply you. He will also bless the fruit of your
body and the fruit of your ground, your
grain and your newwine and your oil, the
increase of your livestock and the youngof
your flock, in the land which he swore to
your fathers to give you.

14 You will be blessed above all peoples.
There won’t be male or female barren
among you, or among your livestock.

15 Yahweh will take away from you all
sickness; and he will put none of the evil
diseases of Egypt, which youknow, on you,
butwill lay themonall thosewhohateyou.

16 You shall consume all the peoples
whom Yahweh your God shall deliver to
you. Your eye shall not pity them. You shall
not serve their gods; for that would be a
snare to you.

17 If you shall say in your heart, “These
nations are more than I; how can I dispos-
sess them?”

18 you shall not be afraid of them. You
shall remember well what Yahweh your
God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt:

19 the great trials which your eyes saw,
the signs, the wonders, the mighty hand,
and the outstretched arm, by which Yah-
weh your God brought you out. So shall

Yahweh your God do to all the peoples of
whom you are afraid.

20Moreover Yahweh your God will send
the hornet among them, until those who
are left, and hide themselves, perish from
before you.

21 You shall not be scared of them; for
Yahweh your God is among you, a great
and awesome God.

22 Yahweh your God will cast out those
nations before you little by little. You may
not consume themat once, lest the animals
of the field increase on you.

23 But Yahweh your God will deliver
themupbefore you, andwill confuse them
with a great confusion, until they are de-
stroyed.

24 He will deliver their kings into your
hand, and you shall make their name per-
ish from under the sky. No one will be
able to stand before you until you have
destroyed them.

25You shall burn the engraved images of
their godswith fire. You shall not covet the
silver or the gold that is on them, nor take
it for yourself, lest you be snared in it; for
it is an abomination to Yahweh your God.

26 You shall not bring an abomination
into your house and become a devoted
thing like it. You shall utterly detest it. You
shall utterly abhor it; for it is a devoted
thing.

8
1 You shall observe to do all the com-

mandments which I command you today,
that you may live, and multiply, and go in
and possess the landwhich Yahweh swore
to your fathers.

2 You shall remember all the way which
Yahweh your God has led you these forty
years in the wilderness, that he might
humble you, to test you, to knowwhatwas
in your heart, whether youwould keep his
commandments or not.

3 He humbled you, allowed you to be
hungry, and fed you with manna, which
you didn’t know, neither did your fathers
know, that he might teach you that man
does not live by bread only, but man lives
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by every word that proceeds out of Yah-
weh’s mouth.

4 Your clothing didn’t grow old on you,
neither did your foot swell, these forty
years.

5You shall consider in your heart that as
a man disciplines his son, so Yahweh your
God disciplines you.

6 You shall keep the commandments of
Yahweh your God, towalk in hisways, and
to fear him.

7 For Yahweh your God brings you into
a good land, a land of brooks of water, of
springs, and underground water flowing
into valleys and hills;

8 a land of wheat, barley, vines, fig trees,
and pomegranates; a land of olive trees
and honey;

9 a land in which you shall eat bread
without scarcity, you shall not lack any-
thing in it; a land whose stones are iron,
and out of whose hills youmay dig copper.

10You shall eat and be full, and you shall
bless Yahweh your God for the good land
which he has given you.

11 Beware lest you forget Yahweh your
God, in not keeping his commandments,
his ordinances, and his statutes, which I
command you today;

12 lest, when you have eaten and are full,
and have built fine houses and lived in
them;

13 and when your herds and your flocks
multiply, and your silver and your gold is
multiplied, and all that you have is multi-
plied;

14 thenyourheartmight be liftedup, and
you forget Yahweh your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage;

15who led you through the great and ter-
rible wilderness, with venomous snakes
and scorpions, and thirsty ground where
therewas nowater; who pouredwater for
you out of the rock of flint;

16 who fed you in the wilderness with
manna, which your fathers didn’t know,
that he might humble you, and that he
might prove you, to do you good at your
latter end;

17 and lest you say in your heart, “My
power and the might of my hand has got-
tenme this wealth.”

18But you shall remember Yahweh your
God, for it is hewho gives you power to get
wealth, that hemay establish his covenant
which he swore to your fathers, as it is
today.

19 It shall be, if you shall forget Yahweh
your God, and walk after other gods, and
serve them and worship them, I testify
against you today that you shall surely
perish.

20 As the nations that Yahweh makes to
perish before you, so you shall perish, be-
cause you wouldn’t listen to Yahweh your
God’s voice.

9
1 Hear, Israel! You are to pass over the

Jordan today, to go in to dispossess nations
greater and mightier than yourself, cities
great and fortified up to the sky,

2 a people great and tall, the sons of the
Anakim, whom you know, and of whom
you have heard say, “Who can stand be-
fore the sons of Anak?”

3 Know therefore today that Yahweh
your God is he who goes over before you
as a devouring fire. He will destroy them
and he will bring them down before you.
Soyoushall drive themoutandmake them
perish quickly, as Yahweh has spoken to
you.

4 Don’t say in your heart, after Yahweh
your God has thrust them out from be-
fore you, “For my righteousness Yahweh
has brought me in to possess this land;”
because Yahweh drives them out before
you because of the wickedness of these
nations.

5 Not for your righteousness or for the
uprightness of your heart do you go in to
possess their land; but for the wickedness
of these nations Yahweh your God does
drive them out from before you, and that
he may establish the word which Yahweh
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.

6Know therefore that Yahweh your God
doesn’t give you this good land to possess
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for your righteousness, for you are a stiff-
necked people.

7 Remember, and don’t forget, how you
provokedYahwehyourGod towrath in the
wilderness. From the day that you left the
land of Egypt until you came to this place,
you have been rebellious against Yahweh.

8Also in Horeb you provoked Yahweh to
wrath, and Yahweh was angry with you to
destroy you.

9 When I had gone up onto the moun-
tain to receive the stone tablets, even
the tablets of the covenant which Yahweh
madewith you, then I stayed on themoun-
tain forty days and forty nights. I neither
ate bread nor drank water.

10Yahweh delivered tome the two stone
tablets written with God’s finger. On them
were all the words which Yahweh spoke
with you on the mountain out of the mid-
dle of the fire in the day of the assembly.

11 It came to pass at the end of forty days
and forty nights that Yahweh gave me the
two stone tablets, even the tablets of the
covenant.

12 Yahweh said to me, “Arise, get down
quickly from here; for your people whom
you have brought out of Egypt have cor-
rupted themselves. They have quickly
turned away from the way which I com-
manded them. They have made a molten
image for themselves!”

13 Furthermore Yahweh spoke to me,
saying, “I have seen these people, and be-
hold, they are a stiff-necked people.

14 Leave me alone, that I may destroy
them, and blot out their name from under
the sky; and I will make of you a nation
mightier and greater than they.”

15 So I turned and came down from the
mountain, and the mountain was burning
with fire. The two tablets of the covenant
were inmy two hands.

16 I looked, and behold, you had sinned
against Yahweh your God. You had made
yourselves a molded calf. You had quickly
turned away from the way which Yahweh
had commanded you.

17 I took hold of the two tablets, and
threw them out of my two hands, and
broke them before your eyes.

18 I fell down before Yahweh, as at the
first, forty days and forty nights. I neither
ate bread nor drank water, because of all
your sin which you sinned, in doing that
which was evil in Yahweh’s sight, to pro-
voke him to anger.

19 For I was afraid of the anger and hot
displeasurewithwhichYahwehwasangry
against you to destroy you. But Yahweh
listened to me that time also.

20YahwehwasangryenoughwithAaron
to destroy him. I prayed for Aaron also at
the same time.

21 I took your sin, the calf which you had
made, andburned itwithfire, and crushed
it, grinding it very small, until itwas asfine
as dust. I threw its dust into the brook that
descended out of themountain.

22At Taberah, at Massah, and at Kibroth
HattaavahyouprovokedYahweh towrath.

23When Yahweh sent you from Kadesh
Barnea, saying, “Go up and possess the
land which I have given you,” you re-
belled against the commandment of Yah-
weh your God, and you didn’t believe him
or listen to his voice.

24You have been rebellious against Yah-
weh from the day that I knew you.

25So I fell down before Yahweh the forty
days and forty nights that I fell down, be-
cause Yahweh had said he would destroy
you.

26 I prayed to Yahweh, and said, “Lord
Yahweh, don’t destroy your people and
your inheritance that you have redeemed
through your greatness, that you have
brought out of Egypt with amighty hand.

27 Remember your servants, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. Don’t look at the
stubbornness of this people, nor at their
wickedness, nor at their sin,

28 lest the land you brought us out from
say, ‘Because Yahwehwas not able to bring
them into the land which he promised to
them, and because he hated them, he has
brought themout tokill themin thewilder-
ness.’

29 Yet they are your people and your in-
heritance, which you brought out by your
great power and by your outstretched
arm.”
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10
1 At that time Yahweh said to me, “Cut

twostone tablets like thefirst, andcomeup
tome onto themountain, andmake an ark
of wood.

2 Iwillwrite on the tablets thewords that
were on the first tablets which you broke,
and you shall put them in the ark.”

3 So I made an ark of acacia wood, and
cut two stone tablets like the first, and
went up onto the mountain, having the
two tablets in my hand.

4 He wrote on the tablets, according to
the first writing, the ten commandments,
which Yahweh spoke to you on the moun-
tain out of the middle of the fire in the day
of the assembly; and Yahweh gave them to
me.

5 I turned and came down from the
mountain, and put the tablets in the ark
which I had made; and there they are as
Yahweh commandedme.

6 (The children of Israel traveled from
Beeroth Bene Jaakan to Moserah. There
Aaron died, and there he was buried; and
Eleazar his son ministered in the priest’s
office in his place.

7From there they traveled to Gudgodah;
and fromGudgodah to Jotbathah, a land of
brooks of water.

8 At that time Yahweh set apart the
tribe of Levi to bear the ark of Yahweh’s
covenant, to stand before Yahweh to min-
ister tohim, and tobless inhisname, to this
day.

9 Therefore Levi has no portion nor in-
heritance with his brothers; Yahweh is
his inheritance, according as Yahweh your
God spoke to him.)

10 I stayed on themountain, as at thefirst
time, forty days and forty nights; and Yah-
weh listened to me that time also. Yahweh
would not destroy you.

11 Yahweh said to me, “Arise, take your
journey before the people; and they shall
go in and possess the land which I swore
to their fathers to give to them.”

12 Now, Israel, what does Yahweh your
God require of you, but to fear Yahweh
your God, to walk in all his ways, to love
him, and to serve Yahweh your God with
all your heart and with all your soul,

13 to keepYahweh’s commandments and
statutes, which I command you today for
your good?

14 Behold, to Yahweh your God belongs
heaven, the heaven of heavens, and the
earth, with all that is therein.

15 Only Yahweh had a delight in your
fathers to love them, and he chose their
offspring after them, even you above all
peoples, as it is today.

16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of
your heart, and be nomore stiff-necked.

17 For Yahweh your God, he is God of
gods and Lord of lords, the great God, the
mighty, and the awesome, who doesn’t
respect persons or take bribes.

18 He executes justice for the fatherless
and widow and loves the foreigner in giv-
ing him food and clothing.

19 Therefore love the foreigner, for you
were foreigners in the land of Egypt.

20 You shall fear Yahweh your God. You
shall serve him. You shall cling to him, and
you shall swear by his name.

21He is your praise, and he is your God,
who has done for you these great and awe-
some things which your eyes have seen.

22 Your fathers went down into Egypt
with seventy persons; and now Yahweh
your God has made you as the stars of the
sky for multitude.

11
1 Therefore you shall love Yahweh your

God, andkeephis instructions, his statutes,
his ordinances, and his commandments,
always.

2 Know this day—for I don’t speak with
your children who have not known, and
who have not seen the chastisement of
Yahweh your God, his greatness, his
mighty hand, his outstretched arm,

3 his signs, and his works, which he did
in the middle of Egypt to Pharaoh the king
of Egypt, and to all his land;

4 and what he did to the army of Egypt,
to their horses, and to their chariots; how
he made the water of the Red Sea to over-
flow them as they pursued you, and how
Yahweh has destroyed them to this day;
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5 and what he did to you in the wilder-
ness until you came to this place;

6 and what he did to Dathan and Abi-
ram, the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben—
how the earth opened its mouth and swal-
lowed them up, with their households,
their tents, and every living thing that fol-
lowed them, in themiddle of all Israel;

7but your eyes have seen all of Yahweh’s
great work which he did.

8 Therefore you shall keep the entire
commandment which I command you to-
day, that you may be strong, and go in
and possess the land that you go over to
possess;

9 and that youmay prolong your days in
the land which Yahweh swore to your fa-
thers to give to themand to their offspring,
a land flowing withmilk and honey.

10 For the land, where you go in to pos-
sess isn’t like the land of Egypt that you
came out of, where you sowed your seed
and watered it with your foot, as a garden
of herbs;

11but the land that yougoover topossess
is a land of hills and valleys which drinks
water from the rain of the sky,

12 a land which Yahweh your God cares
for. Yahweh your God’s eyes are always on
it, from the beginning of the year even to
the end of the year.

13 It shall happen, if you shall listen dili-
gently tomy commandmentswhich I com-
mand you today, to love Yahweh your God,
and to serve him with all your heart and
with all your soul,

14 that I will give the rain for your land
in its season, the early rain and the latter
rain, that you may gather in your grain,
your newwine, and your oil.

15 I will give grass in your fields for your
livestock, and you shall eat and be full.

16Be careful, lest yourheart bedeceived,
and you turn away to serve other gods and
worship them;

17 and Yahweh’s anger be kindled
against you, and he shut up the sky so that
there is no rain, and the land doesn’t yield
its fruit; and you perish quickly from off
the good land which Yahweh gives you.

18Thereforeyou shall layup thesewords
ofmine in yourheart and in your soul. You
shall bind them for a sign on your hand,
and they shall be for frontlets between
your eyes.

19You shall teach them to your children,
talkingof themwhenyousit inyourhouse,
when you walk by the way, when you lie
down, and when you rise up.

20You shall write them on the door posts
of your house and on your gates;

21 that your days and your children’s
days may be multiplied in the land which
Yahweh swore to your fathers to give
them, as the days of the heavens above the
earth.

22For if you shall diligently keepall these
commandmentswhich I commandyou—to
do them, to love Yahweh your God, towalk
in all his ways, and to cling to him—

23 then Yahweh will drive out all these
nations frombefore you, and you shall dis-
possess nations greater and mightier than
yourselves.

24 Every place on which the sole of your
foot treads shall be yours: from thewilder-
ness andLebanon, from the river, the river
Euphrates, even to thewestern sea shall be
your border.

25 No man will be able to stand before
you. Yahweh your God will lay the fear of
you and the dread of you on all the land
that you tread on, as he has spoken to you.

26Behold, I set before you today a bless-
ing and a curse:

27 the blessing, if you listen to the com-
mandments of Yahweh your God, which I
command you today;

28 and the curse, if you do not listen to
the commandments of Yahweh your God,
but turn away out of the way which I com-
mand you today, to go after other gods
which you have not known.

29 It shall happen, when Yahweh your
God brings you into the land that you go
to possess, that you shall set the blessing
onMountGerizim, and the curseonMount
Ebal.

30Aren’t they beyond the Jordan, behind
the way of the going down of the sun, in
the land of the Canaanites who dwell in
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the Arabah near Gilgal, beside the oaks of
Moreh?

31 For you are to pass over the Jordan
to go in to possess the land which Yahweh
your God gives you, and you shall possess
it and dwell in it.

32You shall observe to do all the statutes
and the ordinances which I set before you
today.

12
1 These are the statutes and the ordi-

nances which you shall observe to do in
the land which Yahweh, the God of your
fathers, has given you to possess all the
days that you live on the earth.

2You shall surelydestroyall theplaces in
which thenations that you shall dispossess
served their gods: on the high mountains,
and on the hills, and under every green
tree.

3You shall break down their altars, dash
their pillars in pieces, and burn their
Asherah poles with fire. You shall cut
down the engraved images of their gods.
You shall destroy their name out of that
place.

4You shall not do so to YahwehyourGod.
5 But to the place which Yahweh your

God shall choose out of all your tribes,
to put his name there, you shall seek his
habitation, and you shall come there.

6 You shall bring your burnt offerings,
your sacrifices, your tithes, thewave offer-
ing of your hand, your vows, your freewill
offerings, and the firstborn of your herd
and of your flock there.

7Thereyoushall eatbeforeYahwehyour
God, and you shall rejoice in all that you
put your hand to, you and your house-
holds, in which Yahweh your God has
blessed you.

8Youshall notdoall the things thatwedo
here today, everymanwhatever is right in
his own eyes;

9 for you haven’t yet come to the rest and
to the inheritancewhichYahwehyourGod
gives you.

10 But when you go over the Jordan and
dwell in the land which Yahweh your God
causes you to inherit, and he gives you rest

from all your enemies around you, so that
you dwell in safety,

11 then it shall happen that to the place
which Yahweh your God shall choose,
to cause his name to dwell there, there
you shall bring all that I command you:
your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your
tithes, thewave offering of your hand, and
all your choice vows which you vow to
Yahweh.

12 You shall rejoice before Yahweh your
God—you, and your sons, your daughters,
your male servants, your female servants,
and the Levite who is within your gates,
because he has no portion nor inheritance
with you.

13 Be careful that you don’t offer your
burnt offerings in every place that you see;

14 but in the place which Yahweh
chooses in one of your tribes, there you
shall offer your burnt offerings, and there
you shall do all that I command you.

15 Yet you may kill and eat meat within
all your gates, after all the desire of your
soul, according to Yahweh your God’s
blessing which he has given you. The un-
clean and the clean may eat of it, as of the
gazelle and the deer.

16Only you shall not eat the blood. You
shall pour it out on the earth like water.

17You may not eat within your gates the
tithe of your grain, or of your newwine, or
of your oil, or the firstborn of your herd or
of your flock, nor any of your vows which
you vow, nor your free will offerings, nor
the wave offering of your hand;

18but you shall eat them before Yahweh
your God in the place which Yahweh your
God shall choose: you, your son, your
daughter, your male servant, your female
servant, and the Levite who is within your
gates. You shall rejoice before Yahweh
your God in all that you put your hand to.

19 Be careful that you don’t forsake the
Levite as long as you live in your land.

20WhenYahwehyourGodenlarges your
border, as he has promised you, and you
say, “Iwant to eatmeat,”because your soul
desires toeatmeat, youmayeatmeat, after
all the desire of your soul.
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21 If the place which Yahweh your God
shall choose to put his name is too far from
you, then you shall kill of your herd and of
your flock, which Yahweh has given you,
as I have commanded you; and you may
eatwithin your gates, after all the desire of
your soul.

22 Even as the gazelle and as the deer is
eaten, so you shall eat of it. The unclean
and the cleanmay eat of it alike.

23 Only be sure that you don’t eat the
blood; for theblood is the life. You shall not
eat the life with themeat.

24 You shall not eat it. You shall pour it
out on the earth like water.

25 You shall not eat it, that it may go
well with you andwith your children after
you, when you do that which is right in
Yahweh’s eyes.

26Only your holy thingswhich youhave,
and your vows, you shall take and go to the
place which Yahweh shall choose.

27 You shall offer your burnt offerings,
the meat and the blood, on Yahweh your
God’s altar. The blood of your sacrifices
shall be poured out on Yahweh your God’s
altar, and you shall eat themeat.

28 Observe and hear all these words
which I command you, that it may go well
with you and with your children after you
forever, when you do that which is good
and right in Yahweh your God’s eyes.

29 When Yahweh your God cuts off the
nations frombeforeyouwhereyougo in to
dispossess them, and you dispossess them
and dwell in their land,

30be careful that youarenot ensnared to
follow them after they are destroyed from
before you, and that you not inquire after
their gods, saying, “How do these nations
serve their gods? I will do likewise.”

31 You shall not do so to Yahweh your
God; for every abomination to Yahweh,
which he hates, they have done to their
gods; for they even burn their sons and
their daughters in the fire to their gods.

32Whatever thing I command you, that
you shall observe to do. You shall not add
to it, nor take away from it.

13
1 If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams

arises among you, and he gives you a sign
or a wonder,

2 and the sign or the wonder comes to
pass, of which he spoke to you, saying,
“Let’s go after other gods” (which youhave
not known) “and let’s serve them,”

3you shall not listen to the words of that
prophet, or to that dreamer of dreams; for
Yahweh your God is testing you, to know
whether you love Yahweh your God with
all your heart and with all your soul.

4You shall walk after Yahweh your God,
fear him, keep his commandments, and
obey his voice. You shall serve him, and
cling to him.

5 That prophet, or that dreamer of
dreams, shall be put to death, because he
has spoken rebellion against Yahweh your
God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt and redeemed you out of the house
of bondage, to draw you aside out of the
waywhich Yahweh your God commanded
you towalk in. Soyou shall remove theevil
from among you.

6 If your brother, the son of yourmother,
or your son, or your daughter, or the wife
of your bosom, or your friend who is as
your ownsoul, entices you secretly, saying,
“Let’s go and serve other gods”—which you
have not known, you, nor your fathers;

7 of the gods of the peoples who are
around you, near to you, or far off from
you, from the one end of the earth even to
the other end of the earth—

8 you shall not consent to him nor listen
to him; neither shall your eye pity him,
neither shall you spare, neither shall you
conceal him;

9but you shall surely kill him. Your hand
shall be first on him to put him to death,
and afterwards the hands of all the people.

10 You shall stone him to death with
stones, because he has sought to draw
you away from Yahweh your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of bondage.

11 All Israel shall hear, and fear, and
shall not do anymore wickedness like this
among you.
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12 If you hear about one of your cities,
whichYahwehyourGod gives you to dwell
there, that

13 certain wicked fellows have gone out
fromamongyouandhavedrawnaway the
inhabitants of their city, saying, “Let’s go
and serve other gods,”which you have not
known,

14 then you shall inquire, investigate,
and ask diligently. Behold, if it is true, and
the thing certain, that such abomination
was done among you,

15 you shall surely strike the inhabitants
of that city with the edge of the sword,
destroying it utterly, with all that is therein
and its livestock, with the edge of the
sword.

16You shall gather all its plunder into the
middleof its street, andshall burnwithfire
the city, with all of its plunder, to Yahweh
yourGod. It shall be aheap forever. It shall
not be built again.

17 Nothing of the devoted thing shall
cling to your hand, that Yahweh may turn
from the fierceness of his anger and show
you mercy, and have compassion on you
and multiply you, as he has sworn to your
fathers,

18 when you listen to Yahweh your
God’s voice, to keep all his commandments
which I command you today, to do that
which is right in Yahweh your God’s eyes.

14
1 You are the children of Yahweh your

God. You shall not cut yourselves, nor
make any baldness between your eyes for
the dead.

2 For you are a holy people to Yahweh
your God, and Yahweh has chosen you to
be a people for his own possession, above
all peopleswhoareon the faceof theearth.

3You shall not eat any abominable thing.
4 These are the animals which you may

eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat,
5 the deer, the gazelle, the roebuck, the

wild goat, the ibex, the antelope, and the
chamois.

6 Every animal that parts the hoof, and
has thehoof split in twoandchews the cud,
among the animals, youmay eat.

7Nevertheless these you shall not eat of
them that chew the cud, or of those who
have the hoof split: the camel, the hare,
and the rabbit. Because they chew the cud
but don’t part the hoof, they are unclean to
you.

8 The pig, because it has a split hoof but
doesn’t chew the cud, is unclean to you.
You shall not eat their meat. You shall not
touch their carcasses.

9These you may eat of all that are in the
waters: youmay eatwhatever hasfins and
scales.

10 You shall not eat whatever doesn’t
have fins and scales. It is unclean to you.

11Of all clean birds youmay eat.
12 But these are they of which you shall

not eat: the eagle, the vulture, the osprey,
13 the red kite, the falcon, the kite of any

kind,
14 every raven of any kind,
15 the ostrich, the owl, the seagull, the

hawk of any kind,
16 the little owl, the great owl, thehorned

owl,
17 the pelican, the vulture, the cor-

morant,
18 the stork, the heron after its kind, the

hoopoe, and the bat.
19 All winged creeping things are un-

clean to you. They shall not be eaten.
20Of all clean birds youmay eat.
21 You shall not eat of anything that dies

of itself. You may give it to the foreigner
living amongyouwho iswithin your gates,
that he may eat it; or you may sell it to
a foreigner; for you are a holy people to
Yahweh your God.
You shall not boil a young goat in its

mother’s milk.
22 You shall surely tithe all the increase

of your seed, that which comes out of the
field year by year.

23You shall eat before Yahweh yourGod,
in the place which he chooses to cause his
name to dwell, the tithe of your grain, of
your new wine, and of your oil, and the
firstborn of your herd and of your flock;
that you may learn to fear Yahweh your
God always.

24 If the way is too long for you, so that
you are not able to carry it because the
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placewhichYahwehyourGodshall choose
to set his name there is too far from you,
when Yahweh your God blesses you,

25 then you shall turn it intomoney, bind
up the money in your hand, and shall go
to the place which Yahweh your God shall
choose.

26 You shall trade the money for what-
ever your soul desires: for cattle, or for
sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or
for whatever your soul asks of you. You
shall eat there before Yahweh your God,
and you shall rejoice, you and your house-
hold.

27 You shall not forsake the Levite who
is within your gates, for he has no portion
nor inheritance with you.

28 At the end of every three years you
shall bring all the tithe of your increase
in the same year, and shall store it within
your gates.

29The Levite, because he has no portion
nor inheritance with you, as well as the
foreigner living among you, the fatherless,
and the widow who are within your gates
shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied;
that Yahweh your Godmay bless you in all
the work of your handwhich you do.

15
1 At the end of every seven years, you

shall cancel debts.
2 This is the way it shall be done: ev-

ery creditor shall release that which he
has lent to his neighbor. He shall not
require payment from his neighbor and
his brother, because Yahweh’s release has
been proclaimed.

3 Of a foreigner you may require it; but
whatever of yours is with your brother,
your hand shall release.

4However therewill benopoorwithyou
(for Yahweh will surely bless you in the
landwhichYahwehyourGod gives you for
an inheritance to possess)

5 if only you diligently listen to Yahweh
your God’s voice, to observe to do all this
commandment which I command you to-
day.

6For Yahweh your Godwill bless you, as
he promised you. You will lend to many

nations, but you will not borrow. You will
rule over many nations, but they will not
rule over you.

7 If a poor man, one of your brothers, is
with you within any of your gates in your
land which Yahweh your God gives you,
you shall not harden your heart, nor shut
your hand from your poor brother;

8but you shall surely open your hand to
him, and shall surely lend him sufficient
for his need, which he lacks.

9 Beware that there not be a wicked
thought in your heart, saying, “The sev-
enth year, the year of release, is at hand,”
and your eye be evil against your poor
brother and you give him nothing; and he
cry to Yahweh against you, and it be sin to
you.

10 You shall surely give, and your heart
shall not be grieved when you give to him,
because it is for this thing Yahweh your
God will bless you in all your work and in
all that you put your hand to.

11For thepoorwill never cease out of the
land. Therefore I command you to surely
open your hand to your brother, to your
needy, and to your poor, in your land.

12 If your brother, a Hebrew man, or a
Hebrew woman, is sold to you and serves
you six years, then in the seventh year you
shall let him go free from you.

13 When you let him go free from you,
you shall not let him go empty.

14 You shall furnish him liberally out of
your flock, out of your threshing floor, and
out of your wine press. As Yahweh your
God has blessed you, you shall give to him.

15 You shall remember that you were a
slave in the land of Egypt, and Yahweh
your God redeemed you. Therefore I com-
mand you this thing today.

16 It shall be, if he tells you, “I will not go
out from you,” because he loves you and
your house, because he is well with you,

17 then you shall take an awl, and thrust
it through his ear to the door, and he shall
be your servant forever. Also to your fe-
male servant you shall do likewise.

18 It shall not seem hard to you when
you let him go free from you, for he has
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been double the value of a hired hand as
he served you six years. Yahweh your God
will bless you in all that you do.

19 You shall dedicate all the firstborn
males that are born of your herd and of
your flock to Yahweh your God. You shall
donoworkwith thefirstbornof yourherd,
nor shear the firstborn of your flock.

20 You shall eat it before Yahweh your
God year by year in the place which Yah-
weh shall choose, youandyourhousehold.

21 If it has any defect—is lame or blind,
or has any defect whatever, you shall not
sacrifice it to Yahweh your God.

22You shall eat it within your gates. The
unclean and the clean shall eat it alike, as
the gazelle and as the deer.

23 Only you shall not eat its blood. You
shall pour it out on the ground like water.

16
1 Observe the month of Abib, and keep

the Passover to Yahweh your God; for
in the month of Abib Yahweh your God
brought you out of Egypt by night.

2You shall sacrifice the Passover to Yah-
weh your God, of the flock and the herd,
in the place which Yahweh shall choose to
cause his name to dwell there.

3 You shall eat no leavened bread with
it. You shall eat unleavened bread with it
sevendays, even thebreadof affliction (for
you came out of the land of Egypt in haste)
that youmay remember the daywhen you
cameout of the landof Egypt all the days of
your life.

4 No yeast shall be seen with you in all
your borders seven days; neither shall any
of the meat, which you sacrifice the first
day at evening, remain all night until the
morning.

5 You may not sacrifice the Passover
within any of your gates which Yahweh
your God gives you;

6 but at the place which Yahweh your
God shall choose to cause his name to
dwell in, there you shall sacrifice the
Passover at evening, at the going down of
the sun, at the season that you came out of
Egypt.

7 You shall roast and eat it in the place
which Yahweh your God chooses. In the
morning you shall return to your tents.

8 Six days you shall eat unleavened
bread. On the seventh day shall be a
solemnassembly toYahwehyourGod. You
shall do no work.

9 You shall count for yourselves seven
weeks. From the time you begin to put the
sickle to the standing grain you shall begin
to count seven weeks.

10 You shall keep the feast of weeks to
Yahweh your God with a tribute of a free
will offering of your hand, which you shall
give according to how Yahweh your God
blesses you.

11 You shall rejoice before Yahweh your
God: you, your son, your daughter, your
male servant, your female servant, the
Levite who is within your gates, the for-
eigner, the fatherless, and the widow who
are among you, in the placewhich Yahweh
your God shall choose to cause his name to
dwell there.

12 You shall remember that you were a
slave in Egypt. You shall observe and do
these statutes.

13 You shall keep the feast of booths
seven days, after you have gathered in
from your threshing floor and from your
wine press.

14 You shall rejoice in your feast, you,
your son, your daughter, your male ser-
vant, your female servant, the Levite, the
foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow
who are within your gates.

15 You shall keep a feast to Yahweh your
God seven days in the placewhich Yahweh
chooses, because Yahweh your God will
bless you in all your increase and in all
the work of your hands, and you shall be
altogether joyful.

16Three times in a year all of yourmales
shall appear before Yahweh your God in
the place which he chooses: in the feast of
unleavened bread, in the feast of weeks,
and in the feast of booths. They shall not
appear before Yahweh empty.

17 Every man shall give as he is able,
according to Yahweh your God’s blessing
which he has given you.
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18 You shall make judges and officers in
all your gates, which Yahweh your God
gives you, according to your tribes; and
they shall judge the people with righteous
judgment.

19You shall not pervert justice. You shall
not show partiality. You shall not take a
bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the
wise and perverts the words of the righ-
teous.

20 You shall follow that which is alto-
gether just, that you may live and inherit
the land which Yahweh your God gives
you.

21 You shall not plant for yourselves an
Asherah of any kind of tree beside Yahweh
your God’s altar, which you shall make for
yourselves.

22Neither shall you set yourself up a sa-
cred stone which Yahweh your God hates.

17
1 You shall not sacrifice to Yahweh your

God an ox or a sheep inwhich is a defect or
anything evil; for that is an abomination to
Yahweh your God.

2 If there is found among you, within
any of your gates which Yahweh your God
gives you, a man or woman who does that
which is evil in Yahweh your God’s sight in
transgressing his covenant,

3 and has gone and served other gods
and worshiped them, or the sun, or the
moon, or any of the stars of the sky, which
I have not commanded,

4 and you are told, and you have heard
of it, then you shall inquire diligently. Be-
hold, if it is true, and the thing certain, that
such abomination is done in Israel,

5 then you shall bring out that man or
thatwomanwhohasdone this evil thing to
your gates, even that samemanorwoman;
and you shall stone them to death with
stones.

6At themouth of twowitnesses, or three
witnesses, he who is to die shall be put to
death. At themouthof onewitnesshe shall
not be put to death.

7Thehands of thewitnesses shall befirst
on him to put him to death, and afterward
the hands of all the people. So you shall
remove the evil from among you.

8 If there arises amatter too hard for you
in judgment, betweenblood andblood, be-
tween plea and plea, and between stroke
and stroke, being matters of controversy
withinyour gates, thenyou shall arise, and
go up to the placewhich Yahweh your God
chooses.

9 You shall come to the priests who are
Levites and to the judge who shall be in
those days. You shall inquire, and they
shall give you the verdict.

10You shall do according to the decisions
of the verdict which they shall give you
from that place which Yahweh chooses.
Youshall observe todoaccording toall that
they shall teach you.

11 According to the decisions of the law
which they shall teach you, and according
to the judgment which they shall tell you,
you shall do. You shall not turn away from
the sentence which they announce to you,
to the right hand, nor to the left.

12Themanwho does presumptuously in
not listening to the priest who stands to
minister therebeforeYahwehyourGod, or
to the judge, even that man shall die. You
shall put away the evil from Israel.

13All the people shall hear and fear, and
do nomore presumptuously.

14 When you have come to the land
which Yahweh your God gives you, and
possess it and dwell in it, and say, “Iwill set
a king overme, like all the nations that are
aroundme,”

15 you shall surely set him whom Yah-
weh your God chooses as king over your-
selves. You shall set as king over you one
from among your brothers. You may not
put a foreigner over you, who is not your
brother.

16 Only he shall not multiply horses to
himself, nor cause the people to return
to Egypt, to the end that he may multiply
horses; because Yahweh has said to you,
“You shall not go back that way again.”

17He shall notmultiplywives to himself,
that his heart not turn away. He shall not
greatlymultiply to himself silver and gold.

18 It shall be, when he sits on the throne
of his kingdom, that he shall write himself
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a copy of this law in a book, out of that
which is before the Levitical priests.

19 It shall be with him, and he shall read
from it all the days of his life, that he may
learn to fear Yahweh his God, to keep all
the words of this law and these statutes, to
do them;

20 that his heart not be liftedupabovehis
brothers, and that he not turn away from
the commandment to the right hand, or to
the left, to the end that he may prolong his
days in his kingdom, he and his children,
in themiddle of Israel.

18
1 The priests and the Levites—all the

tribe of Levi—shall have no portion nor
inheritance with Israel. They shall eat the
offerings of Yahweh made by fire and his
portion.

2 They shall have no inheritance among
their brothers. Yahweh is their inheri-
tance, as he has spoken to them.

3 This shall be the priests’ due from the
people, from those who offer a sacrifice,
whether it be ox or sheep, that they shall
give to the priest: the shoulder, the two
cheeks, and the inner parts.

4Youshall givehimthefirst fruitsofyour
grain, of your new wine, and of your oil,
and the first of the fleece of your sheep.

5 For Yahweh your God has chosen him
out of all your tribes to stand tominister in
Yahweh’s name, him and his sons forever.

6 If a Levite comes fromanyof your gates
out of all Israel where he lives, and comes
with all the desire of his soul to the place
which Yahweh shall choose,

7 then he shall minister in the name of
Yahweh his God, as all his brothers the
Levites do, who stand there before Yah-
weh.

8 They shall have like portions to eat, in
addition to thatwhich comes from the sale
of his family possessions.

9 When you have come into the land
which Yahweh your God gives you, you
shall not learn to imitate the abominations
of those nations.

10 There shall not be found with you
anyonewhomakes his son or his daughter
to pass through the fire, one who uses

divination, one who tells fortunes, or an
enchanter, or a sorcerer,

11 or a charmer, or someone who con-
sults with a familiar spirit, or a wizard, or
a necromancer.

12 For whoever does these things is an
abomination to Yahweh. Because of these
abominations, Yahweh your God drives
them out from before you.

13 You shall be blameless with Yahweh
your God.

14For thesenations that you shall dispos-
sess listen to those who practice sorcery
and to diviners; but as for you, Yahweh
your God has not allowed you so to do.

15 Yahweh your God will raise up to you
a prophet from among you, of your broth-
ers, like me. You shall listen to him.

16This is according toall that youdesired
of Yahweh your God in Horeb in the day
of the assembly, saying, “Let me not hear
again Yahweh my God’s voice, neither let
me see this great fire any more, that I not
die.”

17 Yahweh said to me, “They have well
said that which they have spoken.

18 I will raise them up a prophet from
among their brothers, like you. I will put
mywords in hismouth, and he shall speak
to them all that I shall command him.

19 It shall happen, that whoever will not
listen to mywords which he shall speak in
my name, I will require it of him.

20 But the prophet who speaks a word
presumptuously inmyname,which I have
not commanded him to speak, or who
speaks in the name of other gods, that
same prophet shall die.”

21Youmay say in your heart, “How shall
we know the word which Yahweh has not
spoken?”

22 When a prophet speaks in Yahweh’s
name, if the thing doesn’t follow, nor hap-
pen, that is the thing which Yahweh has
not spoken. The prophet has spoken it
presumptuously. You shall not be afraid of
him.

19
1WhenYahwehyourGod cuts off thena-

tions whose land Yahweh your God gives



Deuteronomy 19:2 208 Deuteronomy 20:4

you, and you succeed them and dwell in
their cities and in their houses,

2you shall set apart three cities for your-
selves in the middle of your land, which
Yahweh your God gives you to possess.

3 You shall prepare the way, and di-
vide the borders of your land which Yah-
weh your God causes you to inherit into
three parts, that everyman slayermayflee
there.

4 This is the case of the man slayer who
shall flee there and live: Whoever kills his
neighbor unintentionally, and didn’t hate
him in time past—

5aswhen aman goes into the forestwith
his neighbor to chop wood and his hand
swings the ax to cut down the tree, and
the head slips from the handle and hits his
neighbor so that he dies—he shall flee to
one of these cities and live.

6Otherwise, the avenger of blood might
pursue the man slayer while hot anger is
in his heart and overtake him, because
the way is long, and strike him mortally,
even though he was not worthy of death,
because he didn’t hate him in time past.

7 Therefore I command you to set apart
three cities for yourselves.

8 If Yahweh your God enlarges your bor-
der, as he has sworn to your fathers, and
gives you all the land which he promised
to give to your fathers;

9 and if you keep all this commandment
to do it, which I command you today, to
love Yahweh your God, and to walk ever
in his ways, then you shall add three cities
more for yourselves, in addition to these
three.

10 This is so that innocent blood will not
be shed in the middle of your land which
Yahweh your God gives you for an inheri-
tance, leaving blood guilt on you.

11 But if any man hates his neighbor,
lies in wait for him, rises up against him,
strikes himmortally so that he dies, andhe
flees into one of these cities;

12 then the elders of his city shall send
and bring him there, and deliver him into
the hand of the avenger of blood, that he
may die.

13 Your eye shall not pity him, but you

shall purge the innocent blood from Israel
that it may go well with you.

14 You shall not remove your neighbor’s
landmark, which they of old time have
set, in your inheritance which you shall
inherit, in the land that Yahweh your God
gives you to possess.

15 One witness shall not rise up against
a man for any iniquity, or for any sin that
he sins. At the mouth of two witnesses,
or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall a
matter be established.

16 If an unrighteous witness rises up
against any man to testify against him of
wrongdoing,

17 thenboth themen, betweenwhom the
controversy is, shall stand before Yahweh,
before the priests and the judgeswho shall
be in those days;

18 and the judges shall make diligent
inquisition; and behold, if the witness is
a false witness, and has testified falsely
against his brother,

19 then you shall do to him as he had
thought to do to his brother. So you shall
remove the evil from among you.

20 Those who remain shall hear, and
fear, andwill never again commit any such
evil among you.

21 Your eyes shall not pity: life for life,
eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand,
foot for foot.

20
1When you go out to battle against your

enemies, and see horses, chariots, and a
peoplemorenumerous thanyou, you shall
not be afraid of them; for Yahweh your
God, who brought you up out of the land
of Egypt, is with you.

2 It shall be, when you draw near to the
battle, that the priest shall approach and
speak to the people,

3 and shall tell them, “Hear, Israel, you
draw near today to battle against your en-
emies. Don’t let your heart faint! Don’t be
afraid, nor tremble, neither be scared of
them;

4 for Yahweh your God is he who goes
with you, to fight for you against your
enemies, to save you.”
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5 The officers shall speak to the people,
saying, “What man is there who has built
a new house, and has not dedicated it? Let
him go and return to his house, lest he die
in the battle, and another man dedicate it.

6What man is there who has planted a
vineyard, and has not used its fruit? Let
him go and return to his house, lest he die
in the battle, and anothermanuse its fruit.

7What man is there who has pledged to
be married to a wife, and has not taken
her? Let him go and return to his house,
lest he die in the battle, and another man
take her.”

8 The officers shall speak further to the
people, and they shall say, “What man is
therewho is fearful and faint-hearted? Let
him go and return to his house, lest his
brother’s heart melt as his heart.”

9 It shall be, when the officers have fin-
ished speaking to the people, that they
shall appoint captains of armies at the
head of the people.

10When you draw near to a city to fight
against it, then proclaim peace to it.

11 It shall be, if it gives you answer of
peaceandopens toyou, then it shall be that
all the people who are found therein shall
become forced laborers to you, and shall
serve you.

12 If it will make no peace with you, but
will make war against you, then you shall
besiege it.

13 When Yahweh your God delivers it
into your hand, you shall strike everymale
of it with the edge of the sword;

14 but the women, the little ones, the
livestock, and all that is in the city, even
all its plunder, you shall take for plunder
for yourself. You may use the plunder
of your enemies, which Yahweh your God
has given you.

15Thusyou shall do to all the citieswhich
are very far off from you, which are not of
the cities of these nations.

16 But of the cities of these peoples that
Yahweh your God gives you for an inher-
itance, you shall save alive nothing that
breathes;

17 but you shall utterly destroy them:
the Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the

Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, as
Yahweh your God has commanded you;

18 that they not teach you to follow all
their abominations, which they have done
for their gods; so would you sin against
Yahweh your God.

19 When you shall besiege a city a long
time, in making war against it to take it,
you shall not destroy its trees by wielding
an ax against them; for you may eat of
them. You shall not cut them down, for is
the tree of the field man, that it should be
besieged by you?

20 Only the trees that you know are not
trees for food, you shall destroy and cut
them down. You shall build bulwarks
against the city that makes war with you,
until it falls.

21
1 If someone is found slain in the land

which Yahweh your God gives you to pos-
sess, lying in the field, and it isn’t known
who has struck him,

2 then your elders and your judges shall
come out, and they shall measure to the
cities which are around himwho is slain.

3 It shall be that the elders of the city
which is nearest to the slainman shall take
a heifer of the herd, which hasn’t been
worked with and which has not drawn in
the yoke.

4 The elders of that city shall bring the
heifer down to a valley with running wa-
ter, which is neither plowed nor sown, and
shall break the heifer’s neck there in the
valley.

5 The priests the sons of Levi shall come
near, for them Yahweh your God has cho-
sen to minister to him, and to bless in Yah-
weh’s name; and according to their word
shall every controversy and every assault
be decided.

6All the elders of that city which is near-
est to the slainman shall wash their hands
over the heifer whose neck was broken in
the valley.

7They shall answer and say, “Our hands
have not shed this blood, neither have our
eyes seen it.

8 Forgive, Yahweh, your people Israel,
whom you have redeemed, and don’t al-
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low innocent blood among your people
Israel.” The blood shall be forgiven them.

9 So you shall put away the innocent
blood from among you, when you shall do
that which is right in Yahweh’s eyes.

10Whenyou go out to battle against your
enemies, and Yahweh your God delivers
them into your hands and you carry them
away captive,

11and seeamong the captives abeautiful
woman, and you are attracted to her, and
desire to take her as your wife,

12 then you shall bring her home to your
house. She shall shave her head and trim
her nails.

13 She shall take off the clothing of her
captivity, and shall remain in your house,
and bewail her father and her mother a
fullmonth. After that you shall go in to her
and be her husband, and she shall be your
wife.

14 It shall be, if you have no delight in
her, then you shall let her go where she
desires; but you shall not sell her at all for
money. You shall not deal with her as a
slave, because you have humbled her.

15 If a man has two wives, the one
beloved and the other hated, and they
have bornehimchildren, both the beloved
and the hated, and if the firstborn son is
hers whowas hated,

16 then it shall be, in the day that he
causes his sons to inherit that which he
has, that he may not give the son of the
beloved the rights of the firstborn before
the son of the hated, who is the firstborn;

17 but he shall acknowledge the first-
born, the son of the hated, by giving him a
double portion of all that he has; for he is
the beginning of his strength. The right of
the firstborn is his.

18 If amanhas a stubborn and rebellious
son who will not obey the voice of his fa-
ther or the voice of hismother, and though
they chasten him, will not listen to them,

19 then his father and his mother shall
take hold of him and bring him out to the
eldersofhis cityand to thegateofhisplace.

20 They shall tell the elders of his city,
“This our son is stubborn and rebellious.
He will not obey our voice. He is a glutton
and a drunkard.”

21All the men of his city shall stone him
to death with stones. So you shall remove
the evil from among you. All Israel shall
hear, and fear.

22 If amanhas committeda sinworthyof
death, and he is put to death, and you hang
him on a tree,

23 his body shall not remain all night on
the tree, but you shall surely bury him the
sameday; for hewho is hanged is accursed
of God. Don’t defile your land which Yah-
wehyourGodgivesyou foran inheritance.

22
1 You shall not see your brother’s ox or

his sheep go astray and hide yourself from
them. You shall surely bring them again to
your brother.

2 If your brother isn’t near to you, or if
you don’t know him, then you shall bring
it home to your house, and it shall be with
you until your brother comes looking for
it, and you shall restore it to him.

3 So you shall do with his donkey. So
you shall dowith his garment. So you shall
do with every lost thing of your brother’s,
which he has lost and you have found. You
may not hide yourself.

4You shall not see your brother’s donkey
or his ox fallen down by the way, and hide
yourself from them. You shall surely help
him to lift them up again.

5 A woman shall not wear men’s cloth-
ing, neither shall a man put on women’s
clothing; for whoever does these things is
an abomination to Yahweh your God.

6 If you come across a bird’s nest on the
way, in any tree or on the ground, with
young ones or eggs, and the hen sitting on
theyoung, oron theeggs, youshallnot take
the hen with the young.

7 You shall surely let the hen go, but the
young you may take for yourself, that it
may be well with you, and that you may
prolong your days.

8When you build a new house, then you
shall make a railing around your roof, so
that you don’t bring blood on your house if
anyone falls from there.
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9 You shall not sow your vineyard with
two kinds of seed, lest all the fruit be de-
filed, the seed which you have sown, and
the increase of the vineyard.

10 You shall not plow with an ox and a
donkey together.

11You shall not wear clothes of wool and
linen woven together.

12You shall make yourselves fringes† on
the four corners of your cloak with which
you cover yourself.

13 If anyman takes a wife, and goes in to
her, hates her,

14 accuses her of shameful things, gives
her a bad name, and says, “I took this
woman, and when I came near to her, I
didn’t find in her the tokens of virginity;”

15 then the young lady’s father and
mother shall take and bring the tokens of
the young lady’s virginity to the elders of
the city in the gate.

16 The young lady’s father shall tell the
elders, “I gave my daughter to this man as
his wife, and he hates her.

17 Behold, he has accused her of shame-
ful things, saying, ‘I didn’t find in your
daughter the tokens of virginity;’ and yet
these are the tokens of my daughter’s vir-
ginity.” They shall spread the cloth before
the elders of the city.

18 The elders of that city shall take the
man and chastise him.

19 They shall fine him one hundred
shekels of silver,‡ and give them to the
father of the young lady, because he has
given a bad name to a virgin of Israel. She
shall be his wife. Hemay not put her away
all his days.

20But if this thing is true, that the tokens
of virginity were not found in the young
lady,

21 then they shall bring out the young
lady to the door of her father’s house, and
themen of her city shall stone her to death
with stones, because she has done folly in
Israel, to play the prostitute in her father’s
house. So you shall remove the evil from
among you.

22 If a man is found lying with a woman
married to a husband, then they shall both
die, the man who lay with the woman and
the woman. So you shall remove the evil
from Israel.

23 If there is a young lady who is a virgin
pledged to be married to a husband, and a
man finds her in the city, and lies with her,

24 then you shall bring them both out to
the gate of that city, and you shall stone
them to death with stones; the lady, be-
cause she didn’t cry, being in the city;
and the man, because he has humbled his
neighbor’s wife. So you shall remove the
evil from among you.

25 But if the man finds the lady who is
pledged to be married in the field, and the
man forces her and lieswith her, then only
themanwho lay with her shall die;

26 but to the lady you shall do nothing.
There is in the lady no sinworthy of death;
for as when a man rises against his neigh-
bor and kills him, even so is this matter;

27 for he found her in the field, the
pledged to be married lady cried, and
there was no one to save her.

28 If a man finds a lady who is a virgin,
who is not pledged to be married, grabs
her and lies with her, and they are found,

29 then the man who lay with her shall
give to the lady’s father fifty shekels§ of
silver. She shall be hiswife, because he has
humbled her. He may not put her away all
his days.

30A man shall not take his father’s wife,
and shall not uncover his father’s skirt.

23
1He who is emasculated by crushing or

cutting shall not enter into Yahweh’s as-
sembly.

2 A person born of a forbidden union
shall not enter into Yahweh’s assembly;
even to the tenth generation shall no one
of his enter into Yahweh’s assembly.

3 An Ammonite or a Moabite shall not
enter into Yahweh’s assembly; even to the
tenth generation shall no one belonging

† 22:12 or, tassels ‡ 22:19 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 100 shekels is about a kilogram or
2.2 pounds. § 22:29 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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to them enter into Yahweh’s assembly for-
ever,

4 because they didn’t meet you with
bread and with water on the way when
you came out of Egypt, and because they
hired against you Balaam the son of Beor
fromPethor ofMesopotamia, to curse you.

5 Nevertheless Yahweh your God
wouldn’t listen to Balaam, but Yahweh
your God turned the curse into a blessing
to you, because Yahweh your God loved
you.

6You shall not seek their peace nor their
prosperity all your days forever.

7 You shall not abhor an Edomite, for he
is your brother. You shall not abhor an
Egyptian, because you lived as a foreigner
in his land.

8 The children of the third generation
who are born to themmay enter into Yah-
weh’s assembly.

9 When you go out and camp against
your enemies, then you shall keep your-
selves from every evil thing.

10 If there is among you any man who is
not clean by reason of that which happens
to him by night, then shall he go outside
of the camp. He shall not come within the
camp;

11but it shall be,wheneveningcomes, he
shall bathe himself inwater. When the sun
is down, he shall comewithin the camp.

12 You shall have a place also outside of
the campwhere you go relieve yourself.

13 You shall have a trowel among your
weapons. It shall be, when you relieve
yourself, you shall dig with it, and shall
turn back and cover your excrement;

14 for Yahweh your God walks in the
middle of your camp, to deliver you, and
to giveupyour enemies before you. There-
fore your camp shall be holy, that he may
not see an unclean thing in you, and turn
away from you.

15 You shall not deliver to his master a
servant who has escaped from his master
to you.

16He shall dwellwith you, amongyou, in
the placewhich he shall choosewithin one

of your gates, where it pleases him best.
You shall not oppress him.

17 There shall be no prostitute of the
daughters of Israel, neither shall there be
a sodomite of the sons of Israel.

18 You shall not bring the hire of a pros-
titute, or the wages of a male prostitute,†
into the house of Yahweh your God for any
vow; for both of these are an abomination
to Yahweh your God.

19 You shall not lend on interest to your
brother: interest of money, interest of
food, interest of anything that is lent on
interest.

20 You may charge a foreigner interest;
but you shall not charge your brother in-
terest, that Yahweh your God may bless
you in all that you put your hand to, in the
land where you go in to possess it.

21When you vow a vow to Yahweh your
God, you shall not be slack to pay it, for
Yahweh your God will surely require it of
you; and it would be sin in you.

22But if you refrain frommaking a vow,
it shall be no sin in you.

23 You shall observe and do that which
has gone out of your lips. Whatever you
have vowed to Yahweh your God as a free
will offering, which you have promised
with yourmouth, youmust do.

24When you come into your neighbor’s
vineyard, then you may eat your fill of
grapes at your own pleasure; but you shall
not put any in your container.

25When you come into your neighbor’s
standing grain, then you may pluck the
ears with your hand; but you shall not use
a sickle on your neighbor’s standing grain.

24
1When a man takes a wife and marries

her, then it shall be, if she finds no favor
in his eyes because he has found some
unseemly thing in her, that he shall write
her a certificate of divorce, put it in her
hand, and send her out of his house.

2 When she has departed out of his
house, she may go and be another man’s
wife.

† 23:18 literally, dog
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3 If the latter husband hates her, and
writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in
her hand, and sends her out of his house;
or if the latter husband dies, who took her
to be his wife;

4 her former husband, who sent her
away, may not take her again to be his
wife after she is defiled; for that would be
an abomination to Yahweh. You shall not
cause the land to sin, which Yahweh your
God gives you for an inheritance.

5When aman takes a newwife, he shall
not go out in the army, neither shall he be
assigned any business. He shall be free at
home one year, and shall cheer his wife
whom he has taken.

6Noman shall take themill or the upper
millstone as a pledge, for he takes a life in
pledge.

7 If a man is found stealing any of his
brothers of the children of Israel, and he
dealswith himas a slave, or sells him, then
that thief shall die. So you shall remove the
evil from among you.

8Be careful in the plague of leprosy, that
you observe diligently and do according to
all that the Levitical priests teach you. As I
commanded them, so you shall observe to
do.

9Remember what Yahweh your God did
to Miriam, by the way as you came out of
Egypt.

10 When you lend your neighbor any
kindof loan, you shall not go intohis house
to get his pledge.

11 You shall stand outside, and the man
to whom you lend shall bring the pledge
outside to you.

12 If he is a poorman, you shall not sleep
with his pledge.

13 You shall surely restore to him the
pledge when the sun goes down, that he
may sleep in his garment and bless you. It
shall be righteousness to you before Yah-
weh your God.

14 You shall not oppress a hired servant
who is poor and needy, whether he is one
of your brothers or one of the foreigners
who are in your land within your gates.

15 Inhisdayyoushall givehimhiswages,
neither shall the sun go down on it, for he

is poor and sets his heart on it, lest he cry
against you to Yahweh, and it be sin to you.

16 The fathers shall not be put to death
for the children, neither shall the children
be put to death for the fathers. Every man
shall be put to death for his own sin.

17 You shall not deprive the foreigner or
the fatherless of justice, nor take awidow’s
clothing in pledge;

18but you shall remember that youwere
a slave in Egypt, and Yahweh your God re-
deemed you there. Therefore I command
you to do this thing.

19When you reap your harvest in your
field, and have forgotten a sheaf in the
field, you shall not go again to get it. It shall
be for the foreigner, for the fatherless, and
for the widow, that Yahweh your Godmay
bless you in all the work of your hands.

20 When you beat your olive tree, you
shall not go over the boughs again. It shall
be for the foreigner, for the fatherless, and
for the widow.

21When you harvest your vineyard, you
shall not glean it after yourselves. It shall
be for the foreigner, for the fatherless, and
for the widow.

22 You shall remember that you were a
slave in the land of Egypt. Therefore I
command you to do this thing.

25
1 If there is a controversy between men,

and they come to judgment and the judges
judge them, then they shall justify the righ-
teous and condemn the wicked.

2 It shall be, if the wicked man is worthy
to be beaten, that the judge shall cause
him to lie down and to be beaten before
his face, according to his wickedness, by
number.

3He may sentence him to no more than
forty stripes. He shall not give more, lest
if he should give more and beat him more
than that many stripes, then your brother
will be degraded in your sight.

4 You shall not muzzle the ox when he
treads out the grain.

5 If brothers dwell together, and one of
them dies and has no son, the wife of the
dead shall not be married outside to a
stranger. Her husband’s brother shall go



Deuteronomy 25:6 214 Deuteronomy 26:10

in to her, and take her as his wife, and
perform the duty of a husband’s brother to
her.

6 It shall be that the firstborn whom she
bears shall succeed in the name of his
brother who is dead, that his name not be
blotted out of Israel.

7 If the man doesn’t want to take his
brother’swife, thenhisbrother’swife shall
go up to the gate to the elders, and say, “My
husband’s brother refuses to raise up to
his brother a name in Israel. He will not
perform the duty of a husband’s brother to
me.”

8Then theelders ofhis city shall call him,
and speak to him. If he stands and says, “I
don’t want to take her,”

9 then his brother’s wife shall come to
him in thepresenceof the elders, and loose
his sandal from off his foot, and spit in his
face. She shall answer and say, “So shall it
be done to the man who does not build up
his brother’s house.”

10 His name shall be called in Israel,
“The house of him who had his sandal
removed.”

11 When men strive against each other,
and the wife of one draws near to deliver
her husband out of the hand of him who
strikes him, and puts out her hand, and
grabs him by his private parts,

12 then you shall cut off her hand. Your
eye shall have no pity.

13You shall not have in your bag diverse
weights, one heavy and one light.

14 You shall not have in your house di-
verse measures, one large and one small.

15 You shall have a perfect and just
weight. You shall have a perfect and just
measure, that your daysmaybe long in the
land which Yahweh your God gives you.

16 For all who do such things, all who
do unrighteously, are an abomination to
Yahweh your God.

17Rememberwhat Amalek did to you by
the way as you came out of Egypt,

18howhemet youby theway, and struck
the rearmost of you, all who were fee-
ble behind you, when you were faint and
weary; and he didn’t fear God.

19 Therefore it shall be, when Yahweh
your God has given you rest from all your

enemies all around, in the landwhich Yah-
weh your God gives you for an inheritance
to possess it, that you shall blot out the
memory of Amalek from under the sky.
You shall not forget.

26
1 It shall be, when you have come in to

the landwhichYahwehyourGodgives you
for an inheritance, possess it, and dwell in
it,

2 that you shall take some of the first of
all the fruit of the ground, which you shall
bring in from your land that Yahweh your
God gives you. You shall put it in a basket,
and shall go to the place which Yahweh
your God shall choose to cause his name to
dwell there.

3 You shall come to the priest who shall
be in those days, and tell him, “I profess
today to Yahweh your God, that I have
come to the land which Yahweh swore to
our fathers to give us.”

4 The priest shall take the basket out of
your hand, and set it down before Yahweh
your God’s altar.

5 You shall answer and say before Yah-
weh your God, “My father† was a Syrian
ready to perish. He went down into Egypt,
and lived there, few in number. There
he became a great, mighty, and populous
nation.

6 The Egyptians mistreated us, afflicted
us, and imposed hard labor on us.

7 Then we cried to Yahweh, the God of
our fathers. Yahweh heard our voice, and
sawour affliction, our toil, andour oppres-
sion.

8 Yahweh brought us out of Egypt with
a mighty hand, with an outstretched arm,
with great terror, with signs, and with
wonders;

9 and he has brought us into this place,
and has given us this land, a land flowing
withmilk and honey.

10 Now, behold, I have brought the first
of the fruit of the ground, which you, Yah-
weh, have givenme.” You shall set it down
before Yahweh your God, and worship be-
fore Yahweh your God.

† 26:5 or, forefather
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11You shall rejoice in all the good which
Yahweh your God has given to you, and to
your house, you, and the Levite, and the
foreigner who is among you.

12When you have finished tithing all the
tithe of your increase in the third year,
which is the year of tithing, then you shall
give it to the Levite, to the foreigner, to the
fatherless, and to thewidow, that theymay
eat within your gates and be filled.

13You shall saybeforeYahwehyourGod,
“I have put away the holy things out of
my house, and also have given them to
the Levite, to the foreigner, to the father-
less, and to the widow, according to all
your commandmentwhich you have com-
manded me. I have not transgressed any
of your commandments, neither have I
forgotten them.

14 I have not eaten of it in mymourning,
neither have I removed any of it while I
was unclean, nor given of it for the dead.
I have listened to Yahweh my God’s voice.
I have done according to all that you have
commandedme.

15Look down fromyour holy habitation,
fromheaven, and bless your people Israel,
and the ground which you have given us,
as you swore to our fathers, a land flowing
withmilk and honey.”

16 Today Yahweh your God commands
you to do these statutes and ordinances.
You shall therefore keep and do themwith
all your heart and with all your soul.

17 You have declared today that Yahweh
is your God, and that you would walk in
his ways, keep his statutes, his command-
ments, andhis ordinances, and listen tohis
voice.

18 Yahweh has declared today that you
are a people for his own possession, as
he has promised you, and that you should
keep all his commandments.

19 He will make you high above all na-
tions that he has made, in praise, in name,
and in honor, and that you may be a holy
people to Yahweh your God, as he has spo-
ken.

27
1 Moses and the elders of Israel com-

manded the people, saying, “Keep all the
commandment which I command you to-
day.

2 It shall be on the day when you shall
pass over the Jordan to the land which
Yahweh your God gives you, that you shall
set yourself up great stones, and coat them
with plaster.

3You shallwrite on themall thewords of
this law, when you have passed over, that
you may go in to the land which Yahweh
your God gives you, a land flowing with
milk and honey, as Yahweh, the God of
your fathers, has promised you.

4 It shall be, when you have crossed over
the Jordan, that you shall set up these
stones, which I command you today, on
Mount Ebal, and you shall coat them with
plaster.

5 There you shall build an altar to Yah-
weh your God, an altar of stones. You shall
not use any iron tool on them.

6 You shall build Yahweh your God’s al-
tar of uncut stones. You shall offer burnt
offerings on it to Yahweh your God.

7You shall sacrifice peace offerings, and
shall eat there. You shall rejoice before
Yahweh your God.

8 You shall write on the stones all the
words of this law very plainly.”

9 Moses and the Levitical priests spoke
to all Israel, saying, “Be silent and listen,
Israel! Today you have become the people
of Yahweh your God.

10You shall therefore obey Yahweh your
God’s voice, and do his commandments
and his statutes, which I command you
today.”

11 Moses commanded the people the
same day, saying,

12 “These shall stand on Mount Gerizim
to bless the people, when youhave crossed
over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Is-
sachar, Joseph, and Benjamin.

13 These shall stand on Mount Ebal for
the curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun,
Dan, and Naphtali.

14With a loud voice, the Levites shall say
to all the men of Israel,

15 ‘Cursed is the man who makes an en-
graved or molten image, an abomination
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to Yahweh, the work of the hands of the
craftsman, and sets it up in secret.’
All the people shall answer and say,

‘Amen.’
16 ‘Cursed is hewho dishonors his father

or his mother.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
17 ‘Cursed is he who removes his neigh-

bor’s landmark.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
18 ‘Cursed is he who leads the blind

astray on the road.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
19 ‘Cursed is he who withholds justice

from the foreigner, fatherless, andwidow.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
20 ‘Cursed is hewho lieswith†his father’s

wife, because he dishonors his father’s
bed.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
21 ‘Cursed is hewho lies with any kind of

animal.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
22 ‘Cursed is he who lies with his sis-

ter, his father’s daughter or his mother’s
daughter.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
23 ‘Cursed is hewho lieswith hismother-

in-law.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
24 ‘Cursed is he who secretly kills his

neighbor.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
25 ‘Cursed is he who takes a bribe to kill

an innocent person.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
26 ‘Cursed is he who doesn’t uphold the

words of this law by doing them.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ ”

28
1 It shall happen, if you shall listen dili-

gently to Yahweh your God’s voice, to ob-
serve to do all his commandments which
I command you today, that Yahweh your
God will set you high above all the nations
of the earth.

2All these blessings will come upon you,
and overtake you, if you listen to Yahweh
your God’s voice.

3You shall be blessed in the city, and you
shall be blessed in the field.

4You shall be blessed in the fruit of your
body, the fruit of your ground, the fruit
of your animals, the increase of your live-
stock, and the young of your flock.

5Your basket and your kneading trough
shall be blessed.

6You shall be blessedwhen you come in,
and you shall be blessed when you go out.

7 Yahweh will cause your enemies who
rise up against you to be struck before you.
They will come out against you one way,
and will flee before you seven ways.

8 Yahweh will command the blessing on
you in your barns, and in all that you put
your hand to. He will bless you in the land
which Yahweh your God gives you.

9 Yahweh will establish you for a holy
people to himself, as he has sworn to you,
if you shall keep the commandments of
Yahweh your God, and walk in his ways.

10 All the peoples of the earth shall see
that you are called by Yahweh’s name, and
they will be afraid of you.

11Yahwehwill grant you abundant pros-
perity in the fruit of your body, in the fruit
of your livestock, and in the fruit of your
ground, in the land which Yahweh swore
to your fathers to give you.

12Yahwehwill open to youhis good trea-
sure in the sky, to give the rain of your land
in its season, and to bless all the work of
your hand. You will lend to many nations,
and you will not borrow.

13 Yahweh will make you the head, and
not the tail. You will be above only, and
you will not be beneath, if you listen to
the commandments of Yahweh your God
which I command you today, to observe
and to do,

14 and shall not turn away from any of
the words which I command you today, to
the right hand or to the left, to go after
other gods to serve them.

15 But it shall come to pass, if you will
not listen to Yahweh your God’s voice, to
observe to do all his commandments and
his statutes which I command you today,
that all these curses will come on you and
overtake you.

† 27:20 i.e., has sexual relations with
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16You will be cursed in the city, and you
will be cursed in the field.

17Yourbasket andyour kneading trough
will be cursed.

18The fruit of your body, the fruit of your
ground, the increase of your livestock, and
the young of your flock will be cursed.

19You will be cursed when you come in,
and youwill be cursed when you go out.

20Yahwehwill send on you cursing, con-
fusion, and rebuke in all that you put your
hand to do, until you are destroyed and
until you perish quickly, because of the
evil of your doings, by which you have
forsakenme.

21Yahwehwill make the pestilence cling
to you, until he has consumed you fromoff
the land where you go in to possess it.

22Yahwehwill strike youwith consump-
tion, with fever, with inflammation, with
fiery heat, with the sword, with blight, and
with mildew. They will pursue you until
you perish.

23Your sky that is over your headwill be
bronze, and theearth that isunderyouwill
be iron.

24 Yahweh will make the rain of your
land powder and dust. It will come down
on you from the sky, until you are de-
stroyed.

25 Yahweh will cause you to be struck
before your enemies. You will go out one
wayagainst them, andwill flee sevenways
before them. You will be tossed back and
forth among all the kingdoms of the earth.

26 Your dead bodies will be food to all
birds of the sky, and to the animals of the
earth; and there will be no one to frighten
them away.

27 Yahweh will strike you with the boils
of Egypt, with the tumors, with the scurvy,
and with the itch, of which you can not be
healed.

28Yahweh will strike you with madness,
with blindness, and with astonishment of
heart.

29Youwill grope at noonday, as the blind
gropes in darkness, and you shall not pros-
per in your ways. You will only be op-
pressed and robbed always, and there will
be no one to save you.

30 You will betroth a wife, and another
man shall lie with her. You will build a
house, and you won’t dwell in it. You will
plant a vineyard, and not use its fruit.

31Your ox will be slain before your eyes,
and you will not eat any of it. Your donkey
will be violently taken away from before
your face, and will not be restored to you.
Your sheep will be given to your enemies,
and you will have no one to save you.

32 Your sons and your daughters will be
given to another people. Your eyes will
look and fail with longing for them all day
long. Therewill be no power in your hand.

33 A nation which you don’t know will
eat the fruit of your ground and all of your
work. You will only be oppressed and
crushed always,

34 so that the sights that you see with
your eyes will drive youmad.

35 Yahweh will strike you in the knees
and in the legs with a sore boil, of which
youcannotbehealed, fromthe soleof your
foot to the crown of your head.

36Yahweh will bring you, and your king
whom you will set over yourselves, to a
nation that you have not known, you nor
your fathers. There you will serve other
gods of wood and stone.

37 You will become an astonishment, a
proverb, and a byword among all the peo-
ples where Yahwehwill lead you away.

38 You will carry much seed out into the
field, andwill gather little in, for the locust
will consume it.

39 You will plant vineyards and dress
them, but you will neither drink of the
wine, nor harvest, because worms will eat
them.

40 You will have olive trees throughout
all your borders, but you won’t anoint
yourself with the oil, for your olives will
drop off.

41 You will father sons and daughters,
but they will not be yours, for they will go
into captivity.

42Locusts will consume all of your trees
and the fruit of your ground.

43 The foreigner who is among you will
mount up above you higher and higher,
and you will come down lower and lower.
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44Hewill lend to you, andyouwon’t lend
tohim. Hewill be thehead, andyouwill be
the tail.

45All these curses will come on you, and
will pursue you and overtake you, until
you are destroyed, because you didn’t lis-
ten to YahwehyourGod’s voice, to keephis
commandments and his statutes which he
commanded you.

46 They will be for a sign and for a won-
der to you and to your offspring forever.

47Because youdidn’t serve Yahwehyour
God with joyfulness and with gladness of
heart, by reason of the abundance of all
things;

48 therefore you will serve your ene-
mies whom Yahweh sends against you, in
hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in lack
of all things. He will put an iron yoke on
your neck until he has destroyed you.

49 Yahweh will bring a nation against
you from far away, from the end of the
earth, as the eagle flies: a nation whose
language you will not understand,

50 a nation of fierce facial expressions,
that doesn’t respect the elderly, nor show
favor to the young.

51Theywill eat the fruit of your livestock
and the fruit of your ground, until you
are destroyed. They also won’t leave you
grain, new wine, oil, the increase of your
livestock, or the young of your flock, until
they have caused you to perish.

52They will besiege you in all your gates
until yourhighand fortifiedwalls inwhich
you trusted come down throughout all
your land. They will besiege you in all
your gates throughout all your landwhich
Yahweh your God has given you.

53Youwill eat the fruit of your ownbody,
the flesh of your sons and of your daugh-
ters, whom Yahweh your God has given
you, in the siege and in the distress with
which your enemies will distress you.

54 The man who is tender among you,
and very delicate, his eye will be evil to-
ward his brother, toward the wife whom
he loves, and toward the remnant of his
children whom he has remaining,

55 so that he will not give to any of them
of the flesh of his children whom he will

eat, because he has nothing left to him, in
the siege and in the distress with which
your enemy will distress you in all your
gates.

56 The tender and delicate woman
among you, who would not venture to
set the sole of her foot on the ground for
delicateness and tenderness, her eye will
be evil toward the husband that she loves,
toward her son, toward her daughter,

57 toward her young one who comes out
from between her feet, and toward her
children whom she bears; for she will eat
them secretly for lack of all things in the
siege and in the distress with which your
enemywill distress you in your gates.

58 If you will not observe to do all the
words of this law that are written in this
book, that you may fear this glorious and
fearful name, YAHWEH your God,

59 then Yahweh will make your plagues
and the plagues of your offspring fearful,
even great plagues, and of long duration,
and severe sicknesses, and of long dura-
tion.

60 He will bring on you again all the
diseases of Egypt, which you were afraid
of; and they will cling to you.

61 Also every sickness and every plague
which is notwritten in the book of this law,
Yahweh will bring them on you until you
are destroyed.

62 You will be left few in number, even
though you were as the stars of the sky
for multitude, because you didn’t listen to
Yahweh your God’s voice.

63 It will happen that as Yahweh rejoiced
over you to do you good, and to multiply
you, so Yahweh will rejoice over you to
causeyou toperishand todestroyyou. You
will be plucked from the land that you are
going in to possess.

64 Yahweh will scatter you among all
peoples, from one end of the earth to
the other end of the earth. There you
will serve other gods which you have not
known, you nor your fathers, even wood
and stone.

65Among these nations you will find no
ease, and there will be no rest for the sole
of your foot; but Yahweh will give you
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therea tremblingheart, failingof eyes, and
pining of soul.

66Your lifewill hang indoubtbeforeyou.
You will be afraid night and day, and will
have no assurance of your life.

67 In the morning you will say, “I wish
it were evening!” and at evening you will
say, “I wish it were morning!” for the fear
of your heart which you will fear, and for
the sights which your eyes will see.

68 Yahweh will bring you into Egypt
again with ships, by the way of which I
told you that youwould never see it again.
There you will offer yourselves to your
enemies for male and female slaves, and
nobody will buy you.

29
1 These are the words of the covenant

which Yahweh commanded Moses to
makewith the childrenof Israel in the land
ofMoab, in addition to the covenantwhich
hemade with them in Horeb.

2 Moses called to all Israel, and said to
them:
Your eyes have seen all that Yahweh did

in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all
his servants, and to all his land;

3 the great trials which your eyes saw,
the signs, and those great wonders.

4ButYahwehhasnot givenyouaheart to
know, eyes to see, and ears to hear, to this
day.

5 I have led you forty years in thewilder-
ness. Your clothes have not grown old on
you, and your sandals have not grown old
on your feet.

6You have not eaten bread, neither have
you drunk wine or strong drink, that you
may know that I am Yahweh your God.

7 When you came to this place, Sihon
the king of Heshbon and Og the king of
Bashan came out against us to battle, and
we struck them.

8We took their land, and gave it for an
inheritance to the Reubenites, and to the
Gadites, and to the half-tribe of theManas-
sites.

9 Therefore keep the words of this
covenant and do them, that you may
prosper in all that you do.

10All of you stand today in the presence
of Yahweh your God: your heads, your
tribes, your elders, and your officers, even
all the men of Israel,

11 your little ones, your wives, and the
foreigners who are in the middle of your
camps, from the one who cuts your wood
to the one who draws your water,

12 that you may enter into the covenant
of Yahweh your God, and into his oath,
which Yahweh your God makes with you
today,

13 that he may establish you today as his
people, and that he may be your God, as
he spoke to you and as he swore to your
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

14 Neither do I make this covenant and
this oath with you only,

15 but with those who stand here with
us today before Yahweh our God, and also
with those who are not here with us today

16 (for youknowhowwe lived in the land
of Egypt, and how we came through the
middle of the nations through which you
passed;

17and youhave seen their abominations
and their idols of wood, stone, silver, and
gold, which were among them);

18 lest there should be among you man,
woman, family, or tribe whose heart turns
away today from Yahweh our God, to go to
serve the gods of those nations; lest there
should be among you a root that produces
bitter poison;

19 and it happen, when he hears the
words of this curse, that he bless himself
in his heart, saying, “I shall have peace,
though I walk in the stubbornness of my
heart,” to destroy themoist with the dry.

20 Yahweh will not pardon him, but
then Yahweh’s anger and his jealousy will
smoke against that man, and all the curse
that is written in this bookwill fall on him,
and Yahweh will blot out his name from
under the sky.

21Yahweh will set him apart for evil out
of all the tribes of Israel, according to all
the curses of the covenant written in this
book of the law.

22 The generation to come—your chil-
dren who will rise up after you, and the
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foreigner who will come from a far land—
will say, when they see the plagues of that
land, and the sicknesses with which Yah-
weh hasmade it sick,

23 that all of its land is sulfur, salt, and
burning, that it is not sown, doesn’t pro-
duce, nor does any grass grow in it, like the
overthrow of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah,
and Zeboiim, which Yahweh overthrew in
his anger, and in his wrath.

24Even all the nationswill say, “Whyhas
Yahweh done this to this land? What does
the heat of this great anger mean?”

25 Then men will say, “Because they
abandoned the covenant of Yahweh, the
God of their fathers, which he made with
them when he brought them out of the
land of Egypt,

26 and went and served other gods and
worshiped them, gods that they didn’t
know and that he had not given to them.

27 Therefore Yahweh’s anger burned
against this land, to bring on it all the
curses that are written in this book.

28Yahweh rooted them out of their land
in anger, in wrath, and in great indigna-
tion, and thrust them into another land, as
it is today.”

29 The secret things belong to Yahweh
our God; but the things that are revealed
belong to us and to our children forever,
that wemay do all the words of this law.

30
1 It shall happen, when all these things

have come on you, the blessing and the
curse,which I have set before you, andyou
shall call them to mind among all the na-
tions where Yahweh your God has driven
you,

2 and return to Yahweh your God and
obey his voice according to all that I com-
mand you today, you and your children,
with all your heart and with all your soul,

3 that then Yahweh yourGodwill release
you from captivity, have compassion on
you, and will return and gather you from
all the peoples where Yahweh your God
has scattered you.

4 If your outcasts are in the uttermost
parts of the heavens, from there Yahweh

your God will gather you, and from there
he will bring you back.

5 Yahweh your God will bring you into
the land which your fathers possessed,
and you will possess it. He will do you
good, and increase your numbers more
than your fathers.

6Yahweh your God will circumcise your
heart, and the heart of your offspring, to
love Yahweh your God with all your heart
and with all your soul, that youmay live.

7 Yahweh your God will put all these
curses on your enemies and on those who
hate you, who persecuted you.

8 You shall return and obey Yahweh’s
voice, and do all his commandments
which I command you today.

9 Yahweh your God will make you pros-
perous in all the work of your hand, in
the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your
livestock, and in the fruit of your ground,
for good; for Yahweh will again rejoice
over you for good, as he rejoiced over your
fathers,

10 if you will obey Yahweh your God’s
voice, to keep his commandments and his
statutes which are written in this book of
the law, if you turn to Yahweh your God
with all your heart and with all your soul.

11 For this commandment which I com-
mand you today is not too hard for you or
too distant.

12 It is not in heaven, that you should say,
“Who will go up for us to heaven, bring it
to us, and proclaim it to us, that wemay do
it?”

13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you
should say, “Who will go over the sea for
us, bring it to us, and proclaim it to us, that
wemay do it?”

14 But the word is very near to you, in
your mouth and in your heart, that you
may do it.

15Behold, I have set before you today life
and prosperity, and death and evil.

16 For I command you today to love Yah-
weh your God, to walk in his ways and
to keep his commandments, his statutes,
and his ordinances, that you may live and
multiply, and that Yahweh your God may
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bless you in the land where you go in to
possess it.

17 But if your heart turns away, and you
will not hear, but are drawn away and
worship other gods, and serve them,

18 I declare to you today that you will
surely perish. You will not prolong your
days in the land where you pass over the
Jordan to go in to possess it.

19 I call heaven and earth to witness
against you today that Ihave setbeforeyou
life and death, the blessing and the curse.
Therefore choose life, that you may live,
you and your descendants,

20 to love Yahweh your God, to obey his
voice, and tocling tohim; forhe is your life,
and the length of your days, that you may
dwell in the land which Yahweh swore to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, to give them.

31
1Moses went and spoke these words to

all Israel.
2 He said to them, “I am one hundred

twenty years old today. I can no more go
out and come in. Yahweh has said to me,
‘You shall not go over this Jordan.’

3 Yahweh your God himself will go over
before you. He will destroy these nations
from before you, and you shall dispossess
them. Joshua will go over before you, as
Yahweh has spoken.

4 Yahweh will do to them as he did to
Sihon and to Og, the kings of the Amorites,
and to their land,whenhedestroyed them.

5 Yahweh will deliver them up before
you, and you shall do to them according to
all the commandment which I have com-
manded you.

6 Be strong and courageous. Don’t be
afraid or scared of them, for Yahweh your
God himself is who goes with you. He will
not fail you nor forsake you.”

7Moses called to Joshua, and said to him
in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong and
courageous, for you shall go with this peo-
ple into the landwhich Yahweh has sworn
to their fathers to give them; and you shall
cause them to inherit it.

8Yahwehhimself iswhogoesbeforeyou.
He will be with you. He will not fail you

nor forsake you. Don’t be afraid. Don’t be
discouraged.”

9Moses wrote this law and delivered it
to the priests the sons of Levi, who bore
thearkofYahweh’s covenant, and toall the
elders of Israel.

10 Moses commanded them, saying, “At
theendofevery sevenyears, in the set time
of the year of release, in the feast of booths,

11when all Israel has come to appear be-
fore Yahweh your God in the place which
he will choose, you shall read this law
before all Israel in their hearing.

12Assemble the people, the men and the
womenand the little ones, and the foreign-
ers who are within your gates, that they
may hear, learn, fear Yahweh your God,
and observe to do all the words of this law,

13 and that their children, who have not
known, may hear and learn to fear Yah-
weh your God, as long as you live in the
land where you go over the Jordan to pos-
sess it.”

14 Yahweh said to Moses, “Behold, your
days approach that you must die. Call
Joshua, and present yourselves in the Tent
of Meeting, that I may commission him.”
Moses and Joshua went, and presented

themselves in the Tent of Meeting.
15 Yahweh appeared in the Tent in a pil-

lar of cloud, and the pillar of cloud stood
over the Tent’s door.

16 Yahweh said to Moses, “Behold, you
shall sleep with your fathers. This people
will rise up and play the prostitute after
the strange gods of the land where they
go to be among them, and will forsake me
andbreakmycovenantwhich Ihavemade
with them.

17 Then my anger shall be kindled
against them in that day, and I will forsake
them, and I will hide my face from them,
and they shall be devoured, and many
evils and troubles shall come on them; so
that theywill say in that day, ‘Haven’t these
evils come on us because our God is not
among us?’

18 I will surely hide my face in that day
for all the evil which they have done, in
that they have turned to other gods.
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19 “Now therefore write this song for
yourselves, and teach it to the children of
Israel. Put it in their mouths, that this
song may be a witness for me against the
children of Israel.

20Forwhen I have brought them into the
land which I swore to their fathers, flow-
ing with milk and honey, and they have
eaten and filled themselves, and grown
fat, then they will turn to other gods, and
serve them, and despiseme, and breakmy
covenant.

21 It will happen, when many evils and
troubles have comeon them, that this song
will testify before them as a witness; for it
will not be forgotten out of the mouths of
their descendants; for I know their ways
and what they are doing today, before I
have brought them into the land which I
promised them.”

22SoMoseswrote this song the sameday,
and taught it to the children of Israel.

23 He commissioned Joshua the son of
Nun, and said, “Be strong and courageous;
for you shall bring the children of Israel
into the land which I swore to them. I will
be with you.”

24When Moses had finished writing the
words of this law in abook, until theywere
finished,

25 Moses commanded the Levites, who
bore the ark of Yahweh’s covenant, saying,

26 “Take this book of the law, and put it
by the side of the ark of YahwehyourGod’s
covenant, that itmaybe there for awitness
against you.

27 For I know your rebellion and your
stiff neck. Behold, while I am yet alive
with you today, you have been rebellious
against Yahweh. Howmuchmore aftermy
death?

28 Assemble to me all the elders of your
tribes and your officers, that I may speak
these words in their ears, and call heaven
and earth to witness against them.

29For I know that aftermydeathyouwill
utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn away
from the way which I have commanded
you; and evil will happen to you in the
latter days, because youwill do that which

is evil in Yahweh’s sight, to provoke him to
anger through the work of your hands.”

30Moses spoke in the ears of all the as-
sembly of Israel the words of this song,
until they were finished.

32
1Give ear, you heavens, and I will speak.

Let the earth hear the words of my
mouth.

2My doctrine will drop as the rain.
My speech will condense as the dew,
as themisty rain on the tender grass,
as the showers on the herb.

3For I will proclaim Yahweh’s name.
Ascribe greatness to our God!

4The Rock: his work is perfect,
for all his ways are just.
A God of faithfulness who does no
wrong,

just and right is he.
5They have dealt corruptly with him.

They are not his children, because of
their defect.

They are a perverse and crooked gen-
eration.

6 Is this the way you repay Yahweh,
foolish and unwise people?

Isn’t he your father who has bought you?
He hasmade you and established you.

7Remember the days of old.
Consider the years of many genera-
tions.

Ask your father, and he will show you;
your elders, and they will tell you.

8When the Most High gave to the nations
their inheritance,

when he separated the children of
men,

he set the bounds of the peoples
according to the number of the chil-
dren of Israel.

9For Yahweh’s portion is his people.
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance.

10He found him in a desert land,
in the waste howling wilderness.

He surrounded him.
He cared for him.
He kept him as the apple of his eye.

11As an eagle that stirs up her nest,
that flutters over her young,

he spread abroad his wings,
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he took them,
he bore them on his feathers.

12Yahweh alone led him.
There was no foreign god with him.

13He made him ride on the high places of
the earth.

He ate the increase of the field.
He caused him to suck honey out of the

rock,
oil out of the flinty rock;

14butter from the herd, and milk from the
flock,

with fat of lambs,
rams of the breed of Bashan, and
goats,

with the finest of the wheat.
From the blood of the grape, you
drank wine.

15But Jeshurun grew fat, and kicked.
You have grown fat.
You have grown thick.
You have become sleek.

Then he abandoned Godwhomade him,
and rejected the Rock of his salvation.

16 They moved him to jealousy with
strange gods.

They provoked him to anger with
abominations.

17They sacrificed to demons, not God,
to gods that they didn’t know,
to new gods that came up recently,
which your fathers didn’t dread.

18 Of the Rock who became your father,
you are unmindful,

and have forgotten God who gave you
birth.

19Yahweh saw and abhorred,
because of the provocation of his sons
and his daughters.

20He said, “I will hide my face from them.
I will see what their end will be;

for they are a very perverse generation,
children in whom is no faithfulness.

21 They have moved me to jealousy with
that which is not God.

They have provokedme to anger with
their vanities.

I will move them to jealousy with those
who are not a people.

I will provoke them to anger with a
foolish nation.

22For a fire is kindled inmy anger,

that burns to the lowest Sheol,†
devours the earth with its increase,
and sets the foundations of the moun-
tains on fire.

23 “I will heap evils on them.
I will spendmy arrows on them.

24They shall be wasted with hunger,
and devoured with burning heat
and bitter destruction.

I will send the teeth of animals on them,
with the venom of vipers that glide in
the dust.

25Outside the sword will bereave,
and in the rooms,
terror on both youngman and virgin,
the nursing infant with the gray-
hairedman.

26 I said that I would scatter them afar.
I would make their memory to cease
from amongmen;

27were it not that I feared the provocation
of the enemy,

lest their adversaries should judge
wrongly,

lest they should say, ‘Our hand is ex-
alted;

Yahweh has not done all this.’ ”
28For they are a nation void of counsel.

There is no understanding in them.
29Oh that they were wise, that they under-

stood this,
that they would consider their latter
end!

30How could one chase a thousand,
and two put ten thousand to flight,

unless their Rock had sold them,
and Yahweh had delivered them up?

31For their rock is not as our Rock,
even our enemies themselves con-
cede.

32For their vine is of the vine of Sodom,
of the fields of Gomorrah.

Their grapes are poison grapes.
Their clusters are bitter.

33Their wine is the poison of serpents,
the cruel venom of asps.

34 “Isn’t this laid up in store withme,
sealed up amongmy treasures?

35Vengeance is mine, and recompense,
† 32:22 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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at the time when their foot slides,
for the day of their calamity is at hand.

Their doom rushes at them.”
36For Yahwehwill judge his people,

and have compassion on his servants,
when he sees that their power is gone,

that there isnoone remaining, shutup
or left at large.

37Hewill say, “Where are their gods,
the rock in which they took refuge,

38which ate the fat of their sacrifices,
and drank the wine of their drink of-
fering?

Let them rise up and help you!
Let them be your protection.

39 “See now that I myself am he.
There is no god withme.

I kill and I make alive.
I wound and I heal.
There is no onewho can deliver out of
my hand.

40 For I lift up my hand to heaven and
declare,

as I live forever,
41 if I sharpenmy glittering sword,

my hand grasps it in judgment;
I will take vengeance onmy adversaries,

and will repay those who hate me.
42 Iwillmakemyarrowsdrunkwithblood.

My sword shall devour flesh with the
blood of the slain and the captives,

from the head of the leaders of the
enemy.”

43Rejoice, you nations, with his people,
for he will avenge the blood of his
servants.

He will take vengeance on his adver-
saries,

and will make atonement for his land
and for his people.‡

44Moses cameand spoke all thewords of
this song in the ears of the people, he and
Joshua the son of Nun.

45Mosesfinishedrecitingall thesewords
to all Israel.

46 He said to them, “Set your heart to
all the words which I testify to you today,
whichyoushall commandyourchildren to
observe to do, all the words of this law.

47For it is no vain thing for you, because
it is your life, and through this thing you
shall prolong your days in the land, where
you go over the Jordan to possess it.”

48Yahweh spoke toMoses that same day,
saying,

49 “Go up into this mountain of Abarim,
to Mount Nebo, which is in the land of
Moab, that is across from Jericho; and see
the land of Canaan, which I give to the
children of Israel for a possession.

50Die on themountainwhere you go up,
and be gathered to your people, as Aaron
your brother died on Mount Hor, and was
gathered to his people;

51 because you trespassed against me
among the children of Israel at the waters
of Meribah of Kadesh, in the wilderness
of Zin; because you didn’t uphold my ho-
liness among the children of Israel.

52 For you shall see the land from a dis-
tance; but you shall not go there into the
land which I give the children of Israel.”

33
1 This is the blessing with which Moses

the man of God blessed the children of
Israel before his death.

2He said,
“Yahweh came from Sinai,

and rose from Seir to them.
He shone fromMount Paran.

He came from the ten thousands of
holy ones.

At his right hand was a fiery law for
them.†

3Yes, he loves the people.
All his saints are in your hand.
They sat down at your feet.
Each receives your words.

4Moses commanded us a law,
an inheritance for the assembly of Ja-
cob.

‡ 32:43 For this verse, LXX reads: Rejoice, you heavens, with him, and let all the angels of God worship him; rejoice
you Gentiles, with his people, and let all the sons of God strengthen themselves in him; for he will avenge the blood
of his sons, and he will give vengeance, and recompense justice to his enemies, and will reward them that hate him;
and the Lord shall purge the land of his people. † 33:2 another manuscript reads “He came with myriads of holy
ones from the south, from his mountain slopes.”
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5Hewas king in Jeshurun,
when the heads of the people were
gathered,

all the tribes of Israel together.

6 “Let Reuben live, and not die;
Nor let his men be few.”

7This is for Judah. He said,
“Hear, Yahweh, the voice of Judah.

Bring him in to his people.
With his hands he contended for himself.

You shall be a help against his adver-
saries.”

8About Levi he said,
“Your Thummim and your Urim are with

your godly one,
whom you proved at Massah,
with whom you contended at the wa-
ters of Meribah.

9He said of his father, and of his mother, ‘I
have not seen him.’

He didn’t acknowledge his brothers,
nor did he know his own children;

for they have observed your word,
and keep your covenant.

10They shall teach Jacob your ordinances,
and Israel your law.

They shall put incense before you,
and whole burnt offering on your al-
tar.

11Yahweh, bless his skills.
Accept the work of his hands.

Strike through the hips of those who rise
up against him,

of those who hate him, that they not
rise again.”

12About Benjamin he said,
“The beloved of Yahweh will dwell in

safety by him.
He covers him all day long.
He dwells between his shoulders.”

13About Joseph he said,
“His land is blessed by Yahweh,

for the precious things of the heavens,
for the dew,

for the deep that couches beneath,
14 for the precious things of the fruits of the

sun,
for the precious things that the moon
can yield,

15 for the best things of the ancient moun-
tains,

for the precious things of the everlast-
ing hills,

16 for the precious things of the earth and
its fullness,

the good will of him who lived in the
bush.‡

Let this come on the head of Joseph,
on the crown of the head of him who
was separated from his brothers.

17 Majesty belongs to the firstborn of his
herd.

His horns are the horns of the wild ox.
With themhewill push all the peoples
to the ends of the earth.

They are the ten thousands of Ephraim.
They are the thousands of Manasseh.”

18About Zebulun he said,
“Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going out;

and Issachar, in your tents.
19 They will call the peoples to the moun-

tain.
There theywill offer sacrifices of righ-
teousness,

for theywill drawout theabundanceof the
seas,

the hidden treasures of the sand.”
20About Gad he said,

“Hewho enlarges Gad is blessed.
He dwells as a lioness,
and tears the armand the crownof the
head.

21He provided the first part for himself,
for the lawgiver’s portion was re-
served for him.

He camewith the heads of the people.
He executed the righteousness of Yah-
weh,

His ordinances with Israel.”
22About Dan he said,

“Dan is a lion’s cub
that leaps out of Bashan.”

23About Naphtali he said,
“Naphtali, satisfied with favor,

full of Yahweh’s blessing,
Possess the west and the south.”

24About Asher he said,
“Asher is blessed with children.

Let him be acceptable to his brothers.
Let him dip his foot in oil.

25Your bars will be iron and bronze.
As your days, so your strength will be.

‡ 33:16 i.e., the burning bush of Exodus 3:3-4.
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26 “There is no one like God, Jeshurun,
who rides on the heavens for your
help,

in his excellency on the skies.
27The eternal God is your dwelling place.

Underneath are the everlasting arms.
He thrust out the enemy from before you,

and said, ‘Destroy!’
28 Israel dwells in safety,

the fountain of Jacob alone,
In a land of grain and newwine.

Yes, his heavens drop down dew.
29You are happy, Israel!

Who is like you, a people saved by
Yahweh,

the shield of your help,
the sword of your excellency?

Your enemies will submit themselves to
you.

You will tread on their high places.”

34
1Moseswent up from the plains ofMoab

to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is
opposite Jericho. Yahweh showed him all
the land of Gilead to Dan,

2 and all Naphtali, and the land of
EphraimandManasseh, and all the land of
Judah, to theWestern Sea,

3 and the south,† and the Plain of the
valley of Jericho the city of palm trees, to
Zoar.

4 Yahweh said to him, “This is the land
which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your off-
spring.’ I have caused you to see it with
your eyes, but you shall not go over there.”

5 So Moses the servant of Yahweh died
there in the land of Moab, according to
Yahweh’s word.

6He buried him in the valley in the land
of Moab opposite Beth Peor, but no man
knows where his tomb is to this day.

7Moses was one hundred twenty years
oldwhenhedied. His eyewas not dim, nor
his strength gone.

8 The children of Israel wept for Moses
in the plains of Moab thirty days, until the
daysofweeping in themourning forMoses
were ended.

9 Joshua the son of Nun was full of the
spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his
hands on him. The children of Israel lis-
tened to him, and did as Yahweh com-
mandedMoses.

10 Since then, there has not arisen a
prophet in Israel like Moses, whom Yah-
weh knew face to face,

11 in all the signs and thewonderswhich
Yahweh sent him todo in the landof Egypt,
to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to
all his land,

12 and in all the mighty hand, and in all
the awesome deeds, which Moses did in
the sight of all Israel.

† 34:3 or, Negev
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The Book of
Joshua

1 Now after the death of Moses the ser-
vant of Yahweh,† Yahweh spoke to Joshua
the son of Nun, Moses’ servant, saying,

2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now there-
fore arise, go across this Jordan, you and
all these people, to the land which I am
giving to them, even to the children of
Israel.

3 I have given you every place that the
sole of your foot will tread on, as I told
Moses.

4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon
even to the great river, the river Eu-
phrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to
the great sea toward the going down of the
sun, shall be your border.

5 No man will be able to stand before
you all the days of your life. As I was with
Moses, so I will be with you. I will not fail
you nor forsake you.

6 “Be strong and courageous; for you
shall cause this people to inherit the land
which I swore to their fathers to give them.

7Onlybe strongandverycourageous. Be
careful to observe todoaccording to all the
law which Moses my servant commanded
you. Don’t turn from it to the right hand or
to the left, that youmay have good success
wherever you go.

8 This book of the law shall not depart
from your mouth, but you shall meditate
on it day and night, that you may observe
to do according to all that is written in it;
for then you shallmake yourway prosper-
ous, and then you shall have good success.

9Haven’t I commanded you? Be strong
and courageous. Don’t be afraid. Don’t be
dismayed, for Yahweh your God‡ is with
you wherever you go.”

10 Then Joshua commanded the officers
of the people, saying,

11 “Pass through themiddle of the camp,
and command the people, saying, ‘Prepare

food; for within three days you are to pass
over this Jordan, to go in to possess the
land which Yahweh your God gives you to
possess.’ ”

12 Joshua spoke to the Reubenites, and to
the Gadites, and to the half-tribe of Man-
asseh, saying,

13 “Remember the word which Moses
the servant of Yahweh commanded you,
saying, ‘Yahweh your God gives you rest,
and will give you this land.

14 Your wives, your little ones, and your
livestock shall live in the landwhichMoses
gave you beyond the Jordan; but you shall
pass over before your brothers armed, all
the mighty men of valor, and shall help
them

15 until Yahweh has given your broth-
ers rest, as he has given you, and they
have also possessed the land which Yah-
weh your God gives them. Then you shall
return to the land of your possession and
possess it, whichMoses the servant of Yah-
weh gave you beyond the Jordan toward
the sunrise.’ ”

16 They answered Joshua, saying, “All
that you have commanded us we will do,
and wherever you send us wewill go.

17 Just as we listened to Moses in all
things, so will we listen to you. Only may
Yahweh your God be with you, as he was
withMoses.

18 Whoever rebels against your com-
mandment, and doesn’t listen to your
words in all that you command him shall
himself beput todeath. Onlybe strongand
courageous.”

2
1 Joshua the son of Nun secretly sent two

men out of Shittim as spies, saying, “Go,
view the land, including Jericho.” They
went and came into the house of a pros-
titute whose name was Rahab, and slept
there.

2 The king of Jericho was told, “Behold,†
men of the children of Israel came in here
tonight to spy out the land.”

† 1:1 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:9 The
Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 2:2 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe,
see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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3 Jericho’s king sent to Rahab, saying,
“Bring out themenwho have come to you,
who have entered into your house; for
they have come to spy out all the land.”

4 The woman took the two men and hid
them. Then she said, “Yes, the men came
to me, but I didn’t know where they came
from.

5 About the time of the shutting of the
gate, when it was dark, the men went out.
Where the men went, I don’t know. Pur-
sue them quickly. You may catch up with
them.”

6 But she had brought them up to the
roof, and hidden them under the stalks of
flax which she had laid in order on the
roof.

7 The men pursued them along the way
to the fords of the Jordan River. As soon
as those who pursued them had gone out,
they shut the gate.

8Before theyhad laindown, she cameup
to them on the roof.

9 She said to the men, “I know that Yah-
weh has given you the land, and that the
fear of you has fallen upon us, and that
all the inhabitants of the land melt away
before you.

10For we have heard how Yahweh dried
up the water of the Red Sea before you,
whenyou cameout of Egypt; andwhat you
did to the two kings of the Amorites, who
were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and to
Og, whom you utterly destroyed.

11As soon as we had heard it, our hearts
melted, and there wasn’t any more spirit
in any man, because of you: for Yahweh
your God, he is God in heaven above, and
on earth beneath.

12 Now therefore, please swear to me
by Yahweh, since I have dealt kindly with
you, that you also will deal kindly withmy
father’s house, and give me a true sign;

13 and that you will save alive my father,
my mother, my brothers, and my sisters,
and all that they have, andwill deliver our
lives from death.”

14 The men said to her, “Our life for
yours, if you don’t talk about this business
of ours; and it shall be,whenYahweh gives
us the land, that we will deal kindly and
truly with you.”

15 Then she let them down by a cord
through thewindow; for her housewas on
the side of the wall, and she lived on the
wall.

16She said to them, “Go to themountain,
lest thepursuersfindyou. Hide yourselves
there three days, until the pursuers have
returned. Afterward, you may go your
way.”

17The men said to her, “Wewill be guilt-
less of this youroathwhichyou’vemadeus
to swear.

18 Behold, when we come into the land,
tie this line of scarlet thread in thewindow
which you used to let us down. Gather to
yourself into the house your father, your
mother, your brothers, and all your fa-
ther’s household.

19 It shall be that whoever goes out of
the doors of your house into the street,
his blood will be on his head, and we will
be guiltless. Whoever is with you in the
house, his blood shall be on our head, if
any hand is on him.

20 But if you talk about this business of
ours, thenweshall be guiltless of youroath
which you’vemade us to swear.”

21 She said, “Let it be as you have said.”
She sent them away, and they departed.
Then she tied the scarlet line in the win-
dow.

22They went and came to the mountain,
and stayed there three days, until the pur-
suers had returned. The pursuers sought
them all along the way, but didn’t find
them.

23 Then the two men returned, de-
scended from the mountain, crossed the
river, and came to Joshua the son of Nun.
They told him all that had happened to
them.

24 They said to Joshua, “Truly Yahweh
has delivered all the land into our hands.
Moreover, all the inhabitants of the land
melt away before us.”

3
1 Joshua got up early in themorning; and

they moved from Shittim and came to the
Jordan, he and all the children of Israel.
They camped there before they crossed
over.
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2 After three days, the officers went
through themiddle of the camp;

3 and they commanded the people, say-
ing, “Whenyou see the ark of Yahwehyour
God’s covenant, and the Levitical priests
bearing it, then leave your place and fol-
low it.

4 Yet there shall be a space between you
and it of about two thousand cubits† by
measure—don’t come closer to it—that you
may know the way by which you must go;
for you have not passed this way before.”

5 Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify
yourselves; for tomorrow Yahweh will do
wonders among you.”

6 Joshua spoke to the priests, saying,
“Takeup the ark of the covenant, and cross
over before the people.” They took up the
ark of the covenant, and went before the
people.

7 Yahweh said to Joshua, “Today I will
begin to magnify you in the sight of all
Israel, that they may know that as I was
withMoses, so I will be with you.

8 You shall command the priests who
bear the ark of the covenant, saying,
‘When you come to the brink of thewaters
of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the
Jordan.’ ”

9 Joshua said to the children of Israel,
“Comehere, andhear thewordsofYahweh
your God.”

10 Joshua said, “By this you shall know
that the living God is among you, and that
he will without fail drive the Canaanite,
the Hittite, the Hivite, the Perizzite, the
Girgashite, the Amorite, and the Jebusite
out from before you.

11Behold, the ark of the covenant of the
Lord‡ of all the earth passes over before
you into the Jordan.

12Now therefore take twelve men out of
the tribes of Israel, for every tribe aman.

13 It shall be that when the soles of the
feet of the priests who bear the ark of
Yahweh, the Lord of all the earth, rest in
thewaters of the Jordan, that thewaters of
the Jordan will be cut off. The waters that

come down from above shall stand in one
heap.”

14 When the people moved from their
tents to pass over the Jordan, the priests
who bore the ark of the covenant being
before the people,

15 and when those who bore the ark had
come to the Jordan, and the feet of the
priests who bore the ark had dipped in the
edgeof thewater (for the Jordanoverflows
all its banks all the time of harvest),

16 the waters which came down from
above stood, and rose up in one heap a
great way off, at Adam, the city that is be-
side Zarethan; and those that went down
toward the sea of the Arabah, even the Salt
Sea, were wholly cut off. Then the people
passed over near Jericho.

17 The priests who bore the ark of Yah-
weh’s covenant stood firm on dry ground
in the middle of the Jordan; and all Israel
crossed over on dry ground, until all the
nation had passed completely over the Jor-
dan.

4
1 When all the nation had completely

crossed over the Jordan, Yahweh spoke to
Joshua, saying,

2 “Take twelve men out of the people, a
man out of every tribe,

3and command them, saying, ‘Take from
out of the middle of the Jordan, out of the
place where the priests’ feet stood firm,
twelve stones, carry them over with you,
and lay them down in the place where
you’ll camp tonight.’ ”

4 Then Joshua called the twelve men
whom he had prepared of the children of
Israel, a man out of every tribe.

5 Joshua said to them, “Cross before the
ark of Yahweh your God into themiddle of
the Jordan, and each of you pick up a stone
and put it on your shoulder, according to
the number of the tribes of the children of
Israel;

6 that this may be a sign among you, that
when your children ask in the future, say-
ing, ‘What do youmean by these stones?’

† 3:4 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters, so 2,000 cubits is about 920meters. ‡ 3:11 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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7 then you shall tell them, ‘Because the
waters of the Jordan were cut off before
the ark of Yahweh’s covenant. When it
crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the
Jordan were cut off. These stones shall
be for a memorial to the children of Israel
forever.’ ”

8 The children of Israel did as Joshua
commanded, and took up twelve stones
out of themiddle of the Jordan, as Yahweh
spoke to Joshua, according to the number
of the tribes of the children of Israel. They
carried them over with them to the place
where they camped, and laid them down
there.

9 Joshua set up twelve stones in the mid-
dle of the Jordan, in the place where the
feet of the priests who bore the ark of the
covenant stood; and they are there to this
day.

10 For the priests who bore the ark
stood in the middle of the Jordan until
everythingwas finished that Yahweh com-
manded Joshua to speak to the people,
according to all that Moses commanded
Joshua; and the people hurried andpassed
over.

11 When all the people had completely
crossed over, Yahweh’s ark crossed over
with the priests in the presence of the peo-
ple.

12 The children of Reuben, and the chil-
dren of Gad, and the half-tribe of Man-
asseh crossed over armed before the chil-
dren of Israel, as Moses spoke to them.

13About forty thousand men, ready and
armed for war, passed over before Yah-
weh to battle, to the plains of Jericho.

14On that day, Yahwehmagnified Joshua
in the sight of all Israel; and they feared
him, as they feared Moses, all the days of
his life.

15Yahweh spoke to Joshua, saying,
16 “Command the priests who bear the

ark of the covenant, that they come up out
of the Jordan.”

17 Joshua therefore commanded the
priests, saying, “Come up out of the
Jordan!”

18When the priests who bore the ark of
Yahweh’s covenant had come up out of the
middle of the Jordan, and the soles of the

priests’ feet had been lifted up to the dry
ground, the waters of the Jordan returned
to their place, and went over all its banks,
as before.

19 The people came up out of the Jordan
on the tenth day of the first month, and
encamped in Gilgal, on the east border of
Jericho.

20 Joshua set up those twelve stones,
which they tookoutof the Jordan, inGilgal.

21He spoke to the children of Israel, say-
ing, “When your children ask their fathers
in time to come, saying, ‘What do these
stones mean?’

22Then you shall let your children know,
saying, ‘Israel cameover this Jordanondry
land.

23 For Yahweh your God dried up the
waters of the Jordan from before you until
you had crossed over, as Yahweh your God
did to the Red Sea, which he dried up from
before us, until we had crossed over,

24 that all the peoples of the earth may
know that Yahweh’s hand is mighty, and
that you may fear Yahweh your God for-
ever.’ ”

5
1 When all the kings of the Amorites,

who were beyond the Jordan westward,
and all the kings of the Canaanites, who
were by the sea, heard how Yahweh had
dried up the waters of the Jordan from
before the children of Israel until we had
crossed over, their heartmelted, and there
was nomore spirit in them, because of the
children of Israel.

2 At that time, Yahweh said to Joshua,
“Make flint knives, and circumcise again
the sons of Israel the second time.”

3 Joshua made himself flint knives, and
circumcised the sons of Israel at the hill of
the foreskins.

4 This is the reason Joshua circumcised
them: all the people who came out of
Egypt,whoweremales, evenall themenof
war, died in the wilderness along the way,
after they came out of Egypt.

5 For all the people who came out were
circumcised; but all the people who were
born in the wilderness along the way as
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they came out of Egypt had not been cir-
cumcised.

6 For the children of Israel walked forty
years in the wilderness until all the na-
tion, even the men of war who came out
of Egypt, were consumed, because they
didn’t listen to Yahweh’s voice. Yahweh
swore to them that he wouldn’t let them
see the land which Yahweh swore to their
fathers that he would give us, a land flow-
ing withmilk and honey.

7 Their children, whom he raised up in
their place, were circumcised by Joshua,
for theywereuncircumcised, because they
had not circumcised them on the way.

8When theywere done circumcising the
whole nation, they stayed in their places in
the camp until they were healed.

9 Yahweh said to Joshua, “Today I have
rolled away the reproach of Egypt from
you.” Therefore thenameof thatplacewas
called Gilgal† to this day.

10 The children of Israel encamped in
Gilgal. They kept the Passover on the four-
teenth day of the month at evening in the
plains of Jericho.

11 They ate unleavened cakes and
parched grain of the produce of the land
on the next day after the Passover, in the
same day.

12 The manna ceased on the next day,
after they had eaten of the produce of the
land. The children of Israel didn’t have
manna any more, but they ate of the fruit
of the land of Canaan that year.

13When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted
up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man
stood in front of himwithhis sworddrawn
inhis hand. Joshuawent to himand said to
him, “Are you for us, or for our enemies?”

14He said, “No; but I have come now as
commander of Yahweh’s army.”
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and

worshiped, and asked him, “What doesmy
lord say to his servant?”

15 The prince of Yahweh’s army said to
Joshua, “Take off your sandals, for the
place on which you stand is holy.” Joshua
did so.

6
1 Now Jericho was tightly shut up be-

causeof thechildrenof Israel. Noonewent
out, and no one came in.

2Yahweh said to Joshua, “Behold, I have
given Jericho into your hand, with its king
and themighty men of valor.

3 All of your men of war shall march
around the city, going around the city
once. You shall do this six days.

4Sevenpriests shall bear seven trumpets
of rams’ horns before the ark. On the
seventh day, you shall march around the
city seven times, and the priests shall blow
the trumpets.

5 It shall be that when they make a long
blast with the ram’s horn, and when you
hear the sound of the trumpet, all the peo-
ple shall shout with a great shout; then the
city wall will fall down flat, and the people
shall go up, every man straight in front of
him.”

6 Joshua the sonofNuncalled thepriests,
and said to them, “Take up the ark of the
covenant, and let seven priests bear seven
trumpets of rams’ horns before Yahweh’s
ark.”

7 They said to the people, “Advance!
March around the city, and let the armed
men pass on before Yahweh’s ark.”

8 It was so, that when Joshua had spoken
to the people, the seven priests bearing
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before
Yahweh advanced and blew the trumpets,
and thearkofYahweh’s covenant followed
them.

9The armedmenwent before the priests
who blew the trumpets, and the ark went
after them. The trumpets sounded as they
went.

10 Joshua commanded the people, say-
ing, “You shall not shout nor let your voice
be heard, neither shall any word proceed
out of yourmouth until the day I tell you to
shout. Then you shall shout.”

11 So he caused Yahweh’s ark to go
around the city, circling it once. Then
they came into the camp, and stayed in the
camp.

12 Joshua rose early in the morning, and
the priests took up Yahweh’s ark.

† 5:9 “Gilgal” sounds like the Hebrew for “roll.”
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13 The seven priests bearing the seven
trumpets of rams’ horns in front of Yah-
weh’s ark went on continually, and blew
the trumpets. The armed men went in
front of them. The rear guard came after
Yahweh’s ark. The trumpets sounded as
they went.

14The second day they marched around
the city once, and returned into the camp.
They did this six days.

15 On the seventh day, they rose early
at the dawning of the day, and marched
around the city in the same way seven
times. On this day only they marched
around the city seven times.

16 At the seventh time, when the priests
blew the trumpets, Joshua said to the peo-
ple, “Shout, for Yahweh has given you the
city!

17 The city shall be devoted, even it and
all that is in it, to Yahweh. Only Rahab the
prostitute shall live, she and all who are
with her in the house, because she hid the
messengers that we sent.

18 But as for you, only keep yourselves
from what is devoted to destruction, lest
when you have devoted it, you take of
the devoted thing; so you would make the
camp of Israel accursed and trouble it.

19 But all the silver, gold, and vessels of
bronze and iron are holy to Yahweh. They
shall come into Yahweh’s treasury.”

20 So the people shouted and the priests
blew the trumpets. When the people
heard the sound of the trumpet, the people
shouted with a great shout, and the wall
fell down flat, so that the people went up
into the city, everyman straight in front of
him, and they took the city.

21 They utterly destroyed all that was in
the city, bothman andwoman, both young
and old, and ox, sheep, and donkey, with
the edge of the sword.

22 Joshua said to the two men who had
spied out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s
house, and bring the woman and all that
she has out from there, as you swore to
her.”

23 The young men who were spies went
in, and brought out Rahab with her father,

her mother, her brothers, and all that she
had. They also brought out all of her rel-
atives, and they set them outside of the
camp of Israel.

24They burned the city with fire, and all
that was in it. Only they put the silver, the
gold, and the vessels of bronze and of iron
into the treasury of Yahweh’s house.

25 But Rahab the prostitute, her father’s
household, and all that she had, Joshua
saved alive. She lives in the middle of
Israel to this day, because she hid the mes-
sengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jeri-
cho.

26 Joshuacommanded themwithanoath
at that time, saying, “Cursed is theman be-
fore Yahweh who rises up and builds this
city Jericho. With the loss of his firstborn
hewill lay its foundation, andwith the loss
of his youngest son hewill set up its gates.”

27 So Yahweh was with Joshua; and his
famewas in all the land.

7
1 But the children of Israel committed a

trespass in the devoted things; for Achan,
the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son
of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some
of the devoted things. Therefore Yahweh’s
anger burned against the children of Is-
rael.

2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai,
which is beside Beth Aven, on the east side
of Bethel, and spoke to them, saying, “Go
up and spy out the land.”
Themenwent up and spied out Ai.
3 They returned to Joshua, and said to

him, “Don’t let all the people go up, but let
about two or three thousand men go up
and strike Ai. Don’t make all the people to
toil there, for there areonly a fewof them.”

4 So about three thousand men of the
people went up there, and they fled before
themen of Ai.

5 The men of Ai struck about thirty-six
men of them. They chased them from be-
fore the gate even to Shebarim, and struck
them at the descent. The hearts of the
people melted, and became like water.

6 Joshua tore his clothes, and fell to the
earth onhis face before Yahweh’s ark until
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the evening, he and the elders of Israel;
and they put dust on their heads.

7 Joshua said, “Alas, Lord Yahweh, why
have you brought this people over the Jor-
dan at all, to deliver us into the hand of the
Amorites, to cause us to perish? Iwish that
we had been content and lived beyond the
Jordan!

8 Oh, Lord, what shall I say, after Israel
has turned their backs before their ene-
mies?

9 For the Canaanites and all the inhab-
itants of the land will hear of it, and will
surround us, and cut off our name from
the earth. What will you do for your great
name?”

10 Yahweh said to Joshua, “Get up! Why
have you fallen on your face like that?

11 Israel has sinned. Yes, they have even
transgressed my covenant which I com-
manded them. Yes, they have even taken
some of the devoted things, and have also
stolen, and also deceived. They have even
put it among their own stuff.

12 Therefore the children of Israel can’t
stand before their enemies. They turn
their backs before their enemies, because
theyhavebecomedevoted for destruction.
I will not bewith you anymore, unless you
destroy the devoted things from among
you.

13 Get up! Sanctify the people, and
say, ‘Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, for
Yahweh, the God of Israel, says, “There is a
devoted thing among you, Israel. You can-
not stand before your enemies until you
take away the devoted thing from among
you.”

14 In the morning therefore you shall be
brought near by your tribes. It shall be
that the tribe which Yahweh selects shall
come near by families. The family which
Yahweh selects shall come near by house-
holds. The household which Yahweh se-
lects shall come near man byman.

15 It shall be, that he who is taken with
the devoted thing shall be burned with
fire, he and all that he has, because he
has transgressed Yahweh’s covenant, and
because he has done a disgraceful thing in
Israel.’ ”

16So Joshua roseup early in themorning
and brought Israel near by their tribes.
The tribe of Judah was selected.

17He brought near the family of Judah,
and he selected the family of the Zerahites.
He brought near the family of the Zer-
ahites man by man, and Zabdi was se-
lected.

18 He brought near his household man
by man, and Achan, the son of Carmi, the
son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe
of Judah, was selected.

19 Joshua said to Achan, “My son, please
give glory toYahweh, theGodof Israel, and
make confession to him. Tellme nowwhat
you have done! Don’t hide it fromme!”

20 Achan answered Joshua, and said, “I
have truly sinned against Yahweh, theGod
of Israel, and this is what I have done.

21 When I saw among the plunder a
beautiful Babylonian robe, two hundred
shekels† of silver, and a wedge of gold
weighing fifty shekels, then I coveted them
and took them. Behold, they are hidden in
the ground in the middle of my tent, with
the silver under it.”

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they
ran to the tent. Behold, it was hidden in his
tent, with the silver under it.

23They took them from themiddle of the
tent, and brought them to Joshua and to
all the children of Israel. They laid them
down before Yahweh.

24 Joshua, and all Israel with him, took
Achan the sonof Zerah, the silver, the robe,
the wedge of gold, his sons, his daughters,
his cattle, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent,
and all that he had; and they brought them
up to the valley of Achor.

25 Joshua said, “Why have you troubled
us? Yahweh will trouble you today.” All
Israel stoned him with stones, and they
burned them with fire and stoned them
with stones.

26 They raised over him a great heap of
stones that remains to this day. Yahweh
turned from the fierceness of his anger.
Therefore the name of that place was
called “The valley of Achor” to this day.

† 7:21 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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8
1Yahwehsaid to Joshua, “Don’t beafraid,

and don’t be dismayed. Take all the war-
riors with you, and arise, go up to Ai. Be-
hold, I have given into your hand the king
of Ai, with his people, his city, and his land.

2 You shall do to Ai and her king as you
did to Jericho and her king, except you
shall take its goods and its livestock for
yourselves. Set an ambush for the city
behind it.”

3 So Joshua arose, with all the warriors,
to go up to Ai. Joshua chose thirty thou-
sand men, the mighty men of valor, and
sent them out by night.

4He commanded them, saying, “Behold,
you shall lie in ambush against the city,
behind the city. Don’t go very far from the
city, but all of you be ready.

5 I and all the people who are with me
will approach the city. It shall happen,
when they come out against us, as at the
first, that we will flee before them.

6 They will come out after us until we
have drawn them away from the city; for
they will say, ‘They flee before us, like the
first time.’ So wewill flee before them,

7and you shall rise up from the ambush,
and take possession of the city; for Yahweh
your Godwill deliver it into your hand.

8 It shall be, when you have seized the
city, that you shall set the city on fire. You
shall do this according to Yahweh’s word.
Behold, I have commanded you.”

9 Joshua sent them out; and they went
to set up the ambush, and stayed between
Bethel and Ai on the west side of Ai; but
Joshua stayedamong thepeople thatnight.

10 Joshua rose up early in the morning,
mustered the people, and went up, he and
the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai.

11 All the people, even the men of war
who were with him, went up and came
near, and came before the city and en-
camped on the north side of Ai. Now there
was a valley between him and Ai.

12He took about five thousandmen, and
set theminambushbetweenBethel andAi,
on the west side of the city.

13 So they set the people, even all the
armywhowas on the north of the city, and

their ambush on the west of the city; and
Joshua went that night into the middle of
the valley.

14When the king of Ai saw it, they hur-
ried and rose up early, and the men of the
city went out against Israel to battle, he
and all his people, at the time appointed,
before theArabah; but he didn’t know that
there was an ambush against him behind
the city.

15 Joshua and all Israel made as if they
were beaten before them, and fled by the
way of the wilderness.

16 All the people who were in the city
were called together to pursue after them.
They pursued Joshua, and were drawn
away from the city.

17Therewasnotaman left inAiorBethel
who didn’t go out after Israel. They left the
city open, and pursued Israel.

18 Yahweh said to Joshua, “Stretch out
the javelin that is in your hand toward Ai,
for I will give it into your hand.”
Joshua stretched out the javelin thatwas

in his hand toward the city.
19The ambush arose quickly out of their

place, and they ran as soon as he had
stretchedouthishandandentered into the
city and took it. They hurried and set the
city on fire.

20 When the men of Ai looked behind
them, they saw, and behold, the smoke
of the city ascended up to heaven, and
they had no power to flee this way or that
way. The people who fled to the wilder-
ness turned back on the pursuers.

21 When Joshua and all Israel saw that
the ambush had taken the city, and that
the smoke of the city ascended, then they
turned back and killed themen of Ai.

22The others came out of the city against
them, so they were in the middle of Israel,
some on this side, and some on that side.
They struck them, so that they let none of
them remain or escape.

23They captured the king of Ai alive, and
brought him to Joshua.

24 When Israel had finished killing all
the inhabitants of Ai in the field, in the
wilderness in which they pursued them,
and they had all fallen by the edge of the
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sword until theywere consumed, all Israel
returned to Ai and struck it with the edge
of the sword.

25All that fell that day, both of men and
women, were twelve thousand, even all
the people of Ai.

26For Joshua didn’t draw back his hand,
with which he stretched out the javelin,
until he had utterly destroyed all the in-
habitants of Ai.

27 Israel took for themselves only the
livestock and the goods of that city, ac-
cording to Yahweh’s word which he com-
manded Joshua.

28 So Joshua burned Ai and made it a
heap forever, even a desolation, to this
day.

29 He hanged the king of Ai on a tree
until the evening. At sundown, Joshua
commanded, and they took his body down
from the tree and threw it at the entrance
of the gate of the city, and raised a great
heap of stones on it that remains to this
day.

30 Then Joshua built an altar to Yahweh,
the God of Israel, onMount Ebal,

31 as Moses the servant of Yahweh com-
manded the children of Israel, as it is writ-
ten in the book of the law of Moses: an
altar of uncut stones, on which no one
had lifted up any iron. They offered burnt
offerings on it to Yahweh and sacrificed
peace offerings.

32 He wrote there on the stones a copy
of Moses’ law, which he wrote in the pres-
ence of the children of Israel.

33 All Israel, with their elders, officers,
and judges, stood on both sides of the ark
before the Levitical priests, who carried
the ark of Yahweh’s covenant, the for-
eigner aswell as the native; half of them in
frontofMountGerizim, andhalf of themin
front of Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant
of Yahweh had commanded at the first,
that they should bless the people of Israel.

34Afterward he read all thewords of the
law, the blessing and the curse, according
to all that is written in the book of the law.

35Therewas not aword of all thatMoses
commanded which Joshua didn’t read be-
fore all the assembly of Israel, with the
women, the little ones, and the foreigners

whowere among them.

9
1 When all the kings who were beyond

the Jordan, in the hill country, and in the
lowland, and on all the shore of the great
sea in front of Lebanon, the Hittite, the
Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the
Hivite, and the Jebusite, heard of it

2 they gathered themselves together to
fight with Joshua andwith Israel, with one
accord.

3 But when the inhabitants of Gibeon
heardwhat Joshuahaddone to Jerichoand
to Ai,

4 they also resorted to a ruse, and went
and made as if they had been ambas-
sadors, and took old sacks on their don-
keys, and old, torn-up and bound upwine-
skins,

5 and old and patched sandals on their
feet, and wore old garments. All the bread
of their food supply was dry andmoldy.

6 They went to Joshua at the camp at
Gilgal, and said to him and to the men of
Israel, “We have come from a far country.
Now therefore make a covenant with us.”

7 The men of Israel said to the Hivites,
“What if you live amongus? Howcouldwe
make a covenant with you?”

8 They said to Joshua, “We are your ser-
vants.”
Joshua said to them, “Who are you?

Where do you come from?”
9 They said to him, “Your servants have

come from a very far country because of
thenameofYahwehyourGod; forwehave
heard of his fame, all that he did in Egypt,

10 and all that he did to the two kings of
theAmoriteswhowerebeyond the Jordan,
to Sihon king of Heshbon and to Og king of
Bashan, whowas at Ashtaroth.

11 Our elders and all the inhabitants of
our country spoke to us, saying, ‘Take sup-
plies in your hand for the journey, and go
to meet them. Tell them, “We are your
servants. Nowmake a covenant with us.” ’

12 This our bread we took hot for our
supplies out of our houses on the day we
went out to go to you; but now, behold, it is
dry, and has becomemoldy.
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13 These wineskins, which we filled,
were new; and behold, they are torn.
These our garments and our sandals have
become old because of the very long jour-
ney.”

14 The men sampled their provisions,
and didn’t ask counsel from Yahweh’s
mouth.

15 Joshua made peace with them, and
made a covenant with them, to let them
live. The princes of the congregation
swore to them.

16At the end of three days after they had
made a covenant with them, they heard
that they were their neighbors, and that
they lived among them.

17 The children of Israel traveled and
came to their cities on the third day.
Now their cities were Gibeon, Chephirah,
Beeroth, and Kiriath Jearim.

18 The children of Israel didn’t strike
them, because the princes of the congre-
gation had sworn to them by Yahweh, the
God of Israel. All the congregation mur-
mured against the princes.

19 But all the princes said to all the con-
gregation, “Wehave sworn to thembyYah-
weh, the God of Israel. Now therefore we
may not touch them.

20We will do this to them, and let them
live; lest wrath be on us, because of the
oath which we swore to them.”

21 The princes said to them, “Let them
live.” So they became wood cutters and
drawers of water for all the congregation,
as the princes had spoken to them.

22 Joshuacalled for them, andhespoke to
them, saying, “Why have you deceived us,
saying, ‘We are very far from you,’ when
you live among us?

23 Now therefore you are cursed, and
some of you will never fail to be slaves,
both wood cutters and drawers of water
for the house of my God.”

24 They answered Joshua, and said, “Be-
cause your servants were certainly told
how Yahweh your God commanded his
servant Moses to give you all the land, and
to destroy all the inhabitants of the land
from before you. Therefore we were very
afraid for our lives because of you, and
have done this thing.

25Now, behold, we are in your hand. Do
to us as it seems good and right to you to
do.”

26He did so to them, and delivered them
out of the hand of the children of Israel, so
that they didn’t kill them.

27That day Joshuamade themwood cut-
ters and drawers of water for the congre-
gation and for Yahweh’s altar to this day,
in the place which he should choose.

10
1 Now when Adoni-Zedek king of

Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken
Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; as he
had done to Jericho and her king, so he
had done to Ai and her king; and how
the inhabitants of Gibeon hadmade peace
with Israel, and were among them,

2 they were very afraid, because Gibeon
was a great city, as one of the royal cities,
and because it was greater than Ai, and all
its menweremighty.

3 Therefore Adoni-Zedek king of
Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron,
Piram king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of
Lachish, and Debir king of Eglon, saying,

4 “Come up to me and help me. Let’s
strike Gibeon; for they have made peace
with Joshua and with the children of Is-
rael.”

5 Therefore the five kings of the Amor-
ites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of
Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of
Lachish, and the king of Eglon, gathered
themselves togetherandwentup, theyand
all their armies, and encamped against
Gibeon, andmade war against it.

6 The men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at
the camp at Gilgal, saying, “Don’t abandon
your servants! Come up to us quickly
and save us! Help us; for all the kings of
the Amorites that dwell in the hill country
have gathered together against us.”

7 So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and
thewhole armywith him, including all the
mighty men of valor.

8 Yahweh said to Joshua, “Don’t fear
them, for I have delivered them into your
hands. Not amanof themwill standbefore
you.”
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9 Joshua therefore came to them sud-
denly. Hemarched from Gilgal all night.

10 Yahweh confused them before Israel.
He killed them with a great slaughter at
Gibeon, and chased themby theway of the
ascent of Beth Horon, and struck them to
Azekah and to Makkedah.

11 As they fled from before Israel, while
they were at the descent of Beth Horon,
Yahweh hurled down great stones from
the sky on them to Azekah, and they died.
There were more who died from the hail-
stones than those whom the children of
Israel killed with the sword.

12 Then Joshua spoke to Yahweh in the
day when Yahweh delivered up the Amor-
ites before the children of Israel. He said
in the sight of Israel, “Sun, stand still on
Gibeon! You, moon, stop in the valley of
Aijalon!”

13 The sun stood still, and the moon
stayed, until the nationhad avenged them-
selves of their enemies. Isn’t this written
in the book of Jashar? The sun stayed in
the middle of the sky, and didn’t hurry to
go down about a whole day.

14There was no day like that before it or
after it, that Yahweh listened to thevoiceof
a man; for Yahweh fought for Israel.

15 Joshua returned, and all Israel with
him, to the camp to Gilgal.

16 These five kings fled, and hid them-
selves in the cave at Makkedah.

17 Joshua was told, saying, “The five
kings have been found, hidden in the cave
at Makkedah.”

18 Joshua said, “Roll large stones to cover
the cave’s entrance, and set men by it to
guard them;

19but don’t stay there. Pursue your ene-
mies, and attack them from the rear. Don’t
allow them to enter into their cities; for
Yahweh your God has delivered them into
your hand.”

20 When Joshua and the children of Is-
rael had finished killing them with a very
great slaughter until theywere consumed,
and the remnant which remained of them
had entered into the fortified cities,

21 all the people returned to the camp to
JoshuaatMakkedah inpeace. Nonemoved

his tongue against any of the children of
Israel.

22 Then Joshua said, “Open the cave en-
trance, andbring thosefivekingsout of the
cave to me.”

23 They did so, and brought those five
kings out of the cave to him: the king of
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king
of Eglon.

24When they brought those kings out to
Joshua, Joshua called for all the men of
Israel, and said to the chiefs of the men of
war who went with him, “Come near. Put
your feet on the necks of these kings.”
They came near, and put their feet on

their necks.
25 Joshua said to them, “Don’t be afraid,

nor be dismayed. Be strong and coura-
geous, for Yahweh will do this to all your
enemies against whom you fight.”

26 Afterward Joshua struck them, put
them to death, and hanged them on five
trees. Theywerehanging on the trees until
the evening.

27 At the time of the going down of the
sun, Joshua commanded, and they took
them down off the trees, and threw them
into the cave in which they had hidden
themselves, and laid great stones on the
mouth of the cave, which remain to this
very day.

28 Joshua took Makkedah on that day,
and struck it with the edge of the sword,
with its king. He utterly destroyed it and
all the souls who were in it. He left no one
remaining. Hedid to thekingofMakkedah
as he had done to the king of Jericho.

29 Joshua passed from Makkedah, and
all Israel with him, to Libnah, and fought
against Libnah.

30Yahwehdelivered it also, with its king,
into the hand of Israel. He struck it with
theedgeof the sword, andall the soulswho
were in it. He left no one remaining in it.
He did to its king as hehaddone to the king
of Jericho.

31 Joshua passed from Libnah, and all
Israel with him, to Lachish, and encamped
against it, and fought against it.
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32 Yahweh delivered Lachish into the
hand of Israel. He took it on the second
day, and struck it with the edge of the
sword, with all the souls who were in it,
according toall thathehaddone toLibnah.

33Then Horam king of Gezer came up to
help Lachish; and Joshua struck him and
his people, until he had left him no one
remaining.

34 Joshua passed from Lachish, and all
Israel with him, to Eglon; and they en-
camped against it and fought against it.

35 They took it on that day, and struck
it with the edge of the sword. He utterly
destroyed all the souls who were in it that
day, according to all that he had done to
Lachish.

36 Joshua went up from Eglon, and all Is-
rael with him, to Hebron; and they fought
against it.

37 They took it, and struck it with the
edge of the sword, with its king and all
its cities, and all the souls who were in it.
He left no one remaining, according to all
that he had done to Eglon; but he utterly
destroyed it, and all the souls who were in
it.

38 Joshua returned, and all Israel with
him, to Debir, and fought against it.

39Hetook it,with itskingandall its cities.
They struck them with the edge of the
sword, and utterly destroyed all the souls
who were in it. He left no one remaining.
As he had done to Hebron, so he did to
Debir, and to its king; as he had done also
to Libnah, and to its king.

40 So Joshua struck all the land, the hill
country, the South, the lowland, the slopes,
and all their kings. He left no one re-
maining, but he utterly destroyed all that
breathed, as Yahweh, the God of Israel,
commanded.

41 Joshua struck them from Kadesh
Barnea even to Gaza, and all the country
of Goshen, even to Gibeon.

42 Joshua took all these kings and their
land at one time because Yahweh, the God
of Israel, fought for Israel.

43 Joshua returned, and all Israel with
him, to the camp to Gilgal.

11
1When Jabin king of Hazor heard of it,

he sent to Jobab king of Madon, to the king
of Shimron, to the king of Achshaph,

2and to the kingswhowere on thenorth,
in the hill country, in the Arabah south
of Chinneroth, in the lowland, and in the
heights of Dor on the west,

3 to the Canaanite on the east and on the
west, theAmorite, theHittite, thePerizzite,
the Jebusite in the hill country, and the
Hivite under Hermon in the land of Miz-
pah.

4Theywentout, theyandall their armies
with them, many people, even as the sand
that is on the seashore in multitude, with
verymany horses and chariots.

5 All these kings met together; and they
cameandencamped togetherat thewaters
of Merom, to fight with Israel.

6Yahweh said to Joshua, “Don’t be afraid
because of them; for tomorrow at this
time, I will deliver themup all slain before
Israel. You shall hamstring their horses
and burn their chariots with fire.”

7 So Joshua came suddenly, with all the
warriors, against them by the waters of
Merom, and attacked them.

8 Yahweh delivered them into the hand
of Israel, and they struck them, and chased
them to great Sidon, and to Misrephoth
Maim, and to the valley of Mizpah east-
ward. They struck them until they left
them no one remaining.

9 Joshua did to themas Yahweh told him.
He hamstrung their horses and burned
their chariots with fire.

10 Joshua turned back at that time, and
took Hazor, and struck its king with the
sword; for Hazor used to be the head of all
those kingdoms.

11 They struck all the souls who were
in it with the edge of the sword, utterly
destroying them. There was no one left
who breathed. He burned Hazor with fire.

12 Joshua captured all the cities of those
kings, with their kings, and he struck them
with the edge of the sword, and utterly
destroyed them, as Moses the servant of
Yahweh commanded.
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13But as for the cities that stood on their
mounds, Israel burned none of them, ex-
cept Hazor only. Joshua burned that.

14The childrenof Israel tookall theplun-
der of these cities, with the livestock, as
plunder for themselves; but every man
they struck with the edge of the sword,
until they haddestroyed them. They didn’t
leave any who breathed.

15AsYahweh commandedMoses his ser-
vant, soMoses commanded Joshua. Joshua
did so. He left nothing undone of all that
Yahweh commandedMoses.

16 So Joshua captured all that land, the
hill country, all the South, all the land of
Goshen, the lowland, the Arabah, the hill
country of Israel, and the lowland of the
same,

17 fromMountHalak, that goesup to Seir,
even to Baal Gad in the valley of Lebanon
under Mount Hermon. He took all their
kings, struck them, and put them to death.

18 Joshua made war a long time with all
those kings.

19 There was not a city that made peace
with the children of Israel, except the
Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon. They
took all in battle.

20 For it was of Yahweh to harden their
hearts, to comeagainst Israel inbattle, that
he might utterly destroy them, that they
might have no favor, but that he might de-
stroy them, asYahwehcommandedMoses.

21 Joshua came at that time, and cut off
the Anakim from the hill country, from
Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from
all the hill country of Judah, and from all
the hill country of Israel. Joshua utterly
destroyed themwith their cities.

22 There were none of the Anakim left
in the land of the children of Israel. Only
in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod, did some
remain.

23So Joshua took thewhole land, accord-
ing to all that Yahweh spoke to Moses; and
Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel
according to their divisions by their tribes.
Then the land had rest fromwar.

12
1 Now these are the kings of the land,

whom the children of Israel struck, and
possessed their land beyond the Jordan

toward the sunrise, from the valley of
the Arnon to Mount Hermon, and all the
Arabah eastward:

2Sihonkingof theAmorites,who lived in
Heshbon, and ruled from Aroer, which is
on the edge of the valley of the Arnon, and
the middle of the valley, and half Gilead,
even to the river Jabbok, the border of the
children of Ammon;

3 and the Arabah to the sea of Chin-
neroth, eastward, and to the sea of the
Arabah, even the Salt Sea, eastward, the
way to Beth Jeshimoth; and on the south,
under the slopes of Pisgah:

4and the border of Og king of Bashan, of
the remnant of the Rephaim, who lived at
Ashtaroth and at Edrei,

5 and ruled in Mount Hermon, and in
Salecah, and in all Bashan, to the border
of theGeshurites and theMaacathites, and
half Gilead, the border of Sihon king of
Heshbon.

6 Moses the servant of Yahweh and the
children of Israel struck them. Moses the
servant of Yahweh gave it for a possession
to the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh.

7 These are the kings of the land whom
Joshua and the children of Israel struckbe-
yond the Jordan westward, from Baal Gad
in the valley of Lebanon even to Mount
Halak, that goes up to Seir. Joshua gave
it to the tribes of Israel for a possession
according to their divisions;

8 in the hill country, and in the lowland,
and in the Arabah, and in the slopes, and
in the wilderness, and in the South; the
Hittite, theAmorite, and theCanaanite, the
Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite:
9 the king of Jericho, one;
the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one;
10 the king of Jerusalem, one;
the king of Hebron, one;
11 the king of Jarmuth, one;
the king of Lachish, one;
12 the king of Eglon, one;
the king of Gezer, one;
13 the king of Debir, one;
the king of Geder, one;
14 the king of Hormah, one;
the king of Arad, one;
15 the king of Libnah, one;
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the king of Adullam, one;
16 the king of Makkedah, one;
the king of Bethel, one;
17 the king of Tappuah, one;
the king of Hepher, one;
18 the king of Aphek, one;
the king of Lassharon, one;
19 the king of Madon, one;
the king of Hazor, one;
20 the king of ShimronMeron, one;
the king of Achshaph, one;
21 the king of Taanach, one;
the king of Megiddo, one;
22 the king of Kedesh, one;
the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one;
23 the king of Dor in the height of Dor, one;
the king of Goiim in Gilgal, one;
24 the king of Tirzah, one:
all the kings thirty-one.

13
1Now Joshuawas old andwell advanced

in years. Yahweh said to him, “You are old
and advanced in years, and there remains
yet verymuch land to be possessed.

2 “This is the land that still remains: all
the regions of the Philistines, and all the
Geshurites;

3 from the Shihor, which is before Egypt,
even to the border of Ekron northward,
which is counted as Canaanite; the five
lords of thePhilistines; theGazites, and the
Ashdodites, the Ashkelonites, the Gittites,
and the Ekronites; also the Avvim,

4on the south; all the land of the Canaan-
ites, and Mearah that belongs to the Sido-
nians, to Aphek, to the border of the Amor-
ites;

5 and the land of the Gebalites, and all
Lebanon, toward the sunrise, from Baal
Gad underMount Hermon to the entrance
of Hamath;

6 all the inhabitants of the hill country
from Lebanon to Misrephoth Maim, even
all the Sidonians. I will drive them out
from before the children of Israel. Just
allocate it to Israel for an inheritance, as I
have commanded you.

7 Now therefore divide this land for an
inheritance to the nine tribes and the half-
tribe of Manasseh.”

8 With him the Reubenites and the Ga-
dites received their inheritance, which
Moses gave them, beyond the Jordan east-
ward, even as Moses the servant of Yah-
weh gave them:

9 from Aroer, that is on the edge of the
valley of the Arnon, and the city that is in
the middle of the valley, and all the plain
of Medeba to Dibon;

10 and all the cities of Sihon king of the
Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, to the
border of the children of Ammon;

11 and Gilead, and the border of the
Geshurites andMaacathites, andallMount
Hermon, and all Bashan to Salecah;

12 all the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who
reigned in Ashtaroth and in Edrei (who
was left of the remnant of the Rephaim);
for Moses attacked these, and drove them
out.

13 Nevertheless the children of Israel
didn’t drive out the Geshurites, nor the
Maacathites: but Geshur andMaacath live
within Israel to this day.

14 Only he gave no inheritance to the
tribe of Levi. The offerings of Yahweh,
the God of Israel, made by fire are his
inheritance, as he spoke to him.

15Moses gave to the tribe of the children
of Reuben according to their families.

16 Their border was from Aroer, that is
on the edge of the valley of the Arnon, and
the city that is in the middle of the valley,
and all the plain byMedeba;

17 Heshbon, and all its cities that are in
the plain; Dibon, Bamoth Baal, Beth Baal
Meon,

18 Jahaz, Kedemoth, Mephaath,
19Kiriathaim, Sibmah, Zereth Shahar in

themount of the valley,
20 Beth Peor, the slopes of Pisgah, Beth

Jeshimoth,
21 all the cities of the plain, and all the

kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites,
who reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses
struck with the chiefs of Midian, Evi,
Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, the princes of
Sihon, who lived in the land.

22 The children of Israel also killed Bal-
aam the son of Beor, the soothsayer, with
the sword, among the rest of their slain.

23 The border of the children of Reuben
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was the bank of the Jordan. This was
the inheritance of the children of Reuben
according to their families, the cities and
its villages.

24Moses gave to the tribe of Gad, to the
children of Gad, according to their fami-
lies.

25 Their border was Jazer, and all the
cities of Gilead, and half the land of the
children of Ammon, to Aroer that is near
Rabbah;

26and fromHeshbon to RamathMizpeh,
and Betonim; and from Mahanaim to the
border of Debir;

27 and in the valley, Beth Haram, Beth
Nimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of
the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon,
the Jordan’s bank, to the uttermost part of
the sea of Chinnereth beyond the Jordan
eastward.

28 This is the inheritance of the children
of Gad according to their families, the
cities and its villages.

29Moses gave an inheritance to the half-
tribe of Manasseh. It was for the half-tribe
of the children of Manasseh according to
their families.

30 Their border was from Mahanaim,
all Bashan, all the kingdom of Og king of
Bashan, and all the villages of Jair, which
are in Bashan, sixty cities.

31Half Gilead, Ashtaroth, and Edrei, the
cities of the kingdomofOg inBashan,were
for the children of Machir the son of Man-
asseh, even for the half of the children of
Machir according to their families.

32 These are the inheritances which
Moses distributed in the plains of Moab,
beyond the Jordan at Jericho, eastward.

33 But Moses gave no inheritance to the
tribe of Levi. Yahweh, the God of Israel, is
their inheritance, as he spoke to them.

14
1 These are the inheritances which the

children of Israel took in the land of
Canaan, which Eleazar the priest, Joshua
the son of Nun, and the heads of the fa-
thers’ houses of the tribes of the children
of Israel, distributed to them,

2 by the lot of their inheritance, as Yah-
weh commanded by Moses, for the nine
tribes, and for the half-tribe.

3For Moses had given the inheritance of
the two tribes and the half-tribe beyond
the Jordan; but to the Levites he gave no
inheritance among them.

4 For the children of Joseph were two
tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim. They gave
noportion to theLevites in the land, except
cities to dwell in, with their pasture lands
for their livestock and for their property.

5 The children of Israel did as Yahweh
commanded Moses, and they divided the
land.

6 Then the children of Judah came near
to Joshua in Gilgal. Caleb the son of Je-
phunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You
know the thing that Yahweh spoke to
Moses the man of God concerning me and
concerning you in Kadesh Barnea.

7 I was forty years old when Moses the
servant of Yahweh sent me from Kadesh
Barnea to spy out the land. I brought him
word again as it was inmy heart.

8 Nevertheless, my brothers who went
up with me made the heart of the people
melt; but I wholly followed Yahweh my
God.

9 Moses swore on that day, saying,
‘Surely the landwhere youwalked shall be
an inheritance to you and to your children
forever, because youhavewholly followed
Yahwehmy God.’

10 “Now, behold, Yahweh has kept me
alive, as he spoke, these forty-five years,
from the time that Yahweh spoke this
word to Moses, while Israel walked in the
wilderness. Now, behold, I am eighty-five
years old, today.

11As yet I am as strong today as I was in
theday thatMoses sentme. Asmystrength
was then, even so is my strength now for
war, to go out and to come in.

12Now therefore give me this hill coun-
try, of which Yahweh spoke in that day;
for you heard in that day how the Anakim
were there, andgreat and fortified cities. It
may be that Yahwehwill be withme, and I
shall drive them out, as Yahweh said.”

13 Joshua blessed him; and he gave He-
bron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh for an
inheritance.
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14 Therefore Hebron became the inher-
itance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the
Kenizzite to this day, because he followed
Yahweh, the God of Israel wholeheartedly.

15 Now the name of Hebron before
was Kiriath Arba, after the greatest man
among theAnakim. Then the landhad rest
fromwar.

15
1 The lot for the tribe of the children of

Judah according to their families was to
theborder of Edom, even to thewilderness
of Zin southward, at the uttermost part of
the south.

2Their south border was from the utter-
most part of the Salt Sea, from the bay that
looks southward;

3and itwent out southwardof the ascent
of Akrabbim, and passed along to Zin, and
went up by the south of Kadesh Barnea,
and passed along by Hezron, went up to
Addar, and turned toward Karka;

4 and it passed along to Azmon, went
out at the brook of Egypt; and the border
ended at the sea. This shall be your south
border.

5 The east border was the Salt Sea, even
to the end of the Jordan. The border of the
north quarter was from the bay of the sea
at the end of the Jordan.

6 The border went up to Beth Hoglah,
and passed along by the north of Beth
Arabah; and the border went up to the
stone of Bohan the son of Reuben.

7 The border went up to Debir from the
valley of Achor, and so northward, look-
ing toward Gilgal, that faces the ascent of
Adummim, which is on the south side of
the river. The border passed along to the
waters of En Shemesh, and ended at En
Rogel.

8The borderwent up by the valley of the
son of Hinnom to the side of the Jebusite
(also called Jerusalem) southward; and the
border went up to the top of the mountain
that lies before the valley of Hinnomwest-
ward, which is at the farthest part of the
valley of Rephaim northward.

9 The border extended from the top of
the mountain to the spring of the waters
of Nephtoah, and went out to the cities of

MountEphron; and theborderextended to
Baalah (also called Kiriath Jearim);

10 and the border turned about from
Baalah westward to Mount Seir, and
passed along to the side of Mount Jearim
(also called Chesalon) on the north, and
went down to Beth Shemesh, and passed
along by Timnah;

11 and the border went out to the side
of Ekron northward; and the border ex-
tended to Shikkeron, and passed along to
Mount Baalah, and went out at Jabneel;
and the goings out of the border were at
the sea.

12Thewestborderwas to the shoreof the
great sea. This is the border of the children
of Judah according to their families.

13He gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh
a portion among the children of Judah, ac-
cording to the commandment of Yahweh
to Joshua, even Kiriath Arba, named after
the father of Anak (also called Hebron).

14Calebdroveout the three sonsofAnak:
Sheshai, andAhiman, andTalmai, the chil-
dren of Anak.

15He went up against the inhabitants of
Debir: now the name of Debir before was
Kiriath Sepher.

16 Caleb said, “He who strikes Kiriath
Sepher, and takes it, to him I will give
Achsahmy daughter as wife.”

17Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother
of Caleb, took it: and he gave him Achsah
his daughter as wife.

18When she came, she had him ask her
father for a field. She got off her donkey,
and Caleb said, “What do you want?”

19She said, “Giveme a blessing. Because
you have set me in the land of the South,
give me also springs of water.”
So he gave her the upper springs and the

lower springs.
20 This is the inheritance of the tribe of

the children of Judah according to their
families.

21 The farthest cities of the tribe of the
children of Judah toward the border of
Edom in the South were Kabzeel, Eder,
Jagur,

22Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah,
23Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan,
24Ziph, Telem, Bealoth,
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25Hazor Hadattah, Kerioth Hezron (also
called Hazor),

26Amam, Shema, Moladah,
27Hazar Gaddah, Heshmon, Beth Pelet,
28Hazar Shual, Beersheba, Biziothiah,
29Baalah, Iim, Ezem,
30Eltolad, Chesil, Hormah,
31Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansannah,
32 Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon.

All the cities are twenty-nine, with their
villages.
33 In the lowland, Eshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah,
34Zanoah, En Gannim, Tappuah, Enam,
35 Jarmuth, Adullam, Socoh, Azekah,
36 Shaaraim, Adithaim and Gederah (or
Gederothaim); fourteen cities with their
villages.
37Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal Gad,
38Dilean, Mizpah, Joktheel,
39Lachish, Bozkath, Eglon,
40Cabbon, Lahmam, Chitlish,
41 Gederoth, Beth Dagon, Naamah, and
Makkedah; sixteen cities with their vil-
lages.
42Libnah, Ether, Ashan,
43 Iphtah, Ashnah, Nezib,
44 Keilah, Achzib, and Mareshah; nine
cities with their villages.
45Ekron, with its towns and its villages;
46 fromEkron even to the sea, all that were
by the side of Ashdod, with their villages.
47Ashdod, its towns and its villages; Gaza,
its towns and its villages; to the brook of
Egypt, and the great sea with its coastline.
48 In the hill country, Shamir, Jattir, Socoh,
49 Dannah, Kiriath Sannah (which is De-
bir),
50Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim,
51 Goshen, Holon, and Giloh; eleven cities
with their villages.
52Arab, Dumah, Eshan,
53 Janim, Beth Tappuah, Aphekah,
54 Humtah, Kiriath Arba (also called He-
bron), and Zior; nine cities with their vil-
lages.
55Maon, Carmel, Ziph, Jutah,
56 Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah,
57 Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah; ten cities
with their villages.
58Halhul, Beth Zur, Gedor,
59 Maarath, Beth Anoth, and Eltekon; six
cities with their villages.

60Kiriath Baal (also called Kiriath Jearim),
and Rabbah; two cities with their villages.
61 In the wilderness, Beth Arabah, Middin,
Secacah,
62Nibshan, the City of Salt, andEnGedi; six
cities with their villages.

63As for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, the children of Judah couldn’t
drive them out; but the Jebusites live with
the children of Judah at Jerusalem to this
day.

16
1 The lot came out for the children of

Joseph from the Jordan at Jericho, at the
waters of Jericho on the east, even the
wilderness, going up from Jericho through
the hill country to Bethel.

2 It went out from Bethel to Luz, and
passed along to the border of the Archites
to Ataroth;

3and it went downwestward to the bor-
der of the Japhletites, to the border of Beth
Horon the lower, and on to Gezer; and
ended at the sea.

4 The children of Joseph, Manasseh and
Ephraim, took their inheritance.

5 This was the border of the children of
Ephraim according to their families. The
border of their inheritance eastward was
Ataroth Addar, to Beth Horon the upper.

6Theborderwent outwestwardatMich-
methath on the north. The border turned
about eastward to Taanath Shiloh, and
passed along it on the east of Janoah.

7 ItwentdownfromJanoah toAtaroth, to
Naarah, reached to Jericho, and went out
at the Jordan.

8 From Tappuah the border went along
westward to the brook of Kanah; and
ended at the sea. This is the inheritance
of the tribe of the children of Ephraim
according to their families;

9 together with the cities which were set
apart for the children of Ephraim in the
middleof the inheritanceof the childrenof
Manasseh, all the cities with their villages.

10 They didn’t drive out the Canaan-
ites who lived in Gezer; but the Canaan-
ites dwell in the territory of Ephraim to
this day, and have become servants to do
forced labor.
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17
1 This was the lot for the tribe of Man-

asseh, for he was the firstborn of Joseph.
As for Machir the firstborn of Manasseh,
the father of Gilead, because he was a
man of war, therefore he had Gilead and
Bashan.

2So thiswas for the rest of the childrenof
Manasseh according to their families: for
the children of Abiezer, for the children
of Helek, for the children of Asriel, for the
children of Shechem, for the children of
Hepher, and for the children of Shemida.
Thesewere themale children ofManasseh
the son of Joseph according to their fami-
lies.

3 But Zelophehad, the son of Hepher,
the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the
son of Manasseh, had no sons, but daugh-
ters. These are the names of his daughters:
Mahlah,Noah,Hoglah,Milcah, andTirzah.

4They came to Eleazar the priest, and to
Joshua the son of Nun, and to the princes,
saying, “Yahweh commanded Moses to
give us an inheritance among our broth-
ers.” Therefore according to the com-
mandment of Yahweh he gave them an
inheritance among the brothers of their
father.

5 Ten parts fell to Manasseh, in addition
to the land of Gilead and Bashan, which is
beyond the Jordan;

6 because the daughters of Manasseh
had an inheritance among his sons. The
land of Gilead belonged to the rest of the
sons of Manasseh.

7 The border of Manasseh was from
Asher to Michmethath, which is before
Shechem. The border went along to the
right hand, to the inhabitants of En Tap-
puah.

8The land of Tappuah belonged to Man-
asseh; but Tappuah on the border of Man-
assehbelonged to the children of Ephraim.

9 The border went down to the brook
of Kanah, southward of the brook. These
cities belonged to Ephraim among the
cities of Manasseh. The border of Man-
asseh was on the north side of the brook,
and ended at the sea.

10 Southward it was Ephraim’s, and
northward it was Manasseh’s, and the sea
was his border. They reached to Asher on

the north, and to Issachar on the east.
11 Manasseh had three heights in Is-

sachar, in Asher Beth Shean and its towns,
and Ibleam and its towns, and the inhab-
itants of Dor and its towns, and the in-
habitants of Endor and its towns, and the
inhabitants of Taanach and its towns, and
the inhabitants of Megiddo and its towns.

12 Yet the children of Manasseh couldn’t
drive out the inhabitants of those cities;
but the Canaanites would dwell in that
land.

13When the childrenof Israel hadgrown
strong, they put the Canaanites to forced
labor, and didn’t utterly drive them out.

14 The children of Joseph spoke to
Joshua, saying, “Why have you given
me just one lot and one part for an
inheritance, since we are a numerous
people, because Yahweh has blessed us so
far?”

15 Joshua said to them, “If you are a
numerous people, go up to the forest, and
clear land for yourself there in the land of
the Perizzites and of the Rephaim, since
the hill country of Ephraim is too narrow
for you.”

16 The children of Joseph said, “The hill
country is not enough for us. All the
Canaanites who dwell in the land of the
valley have chariots of iron, both those
who are in Beth Shean and its towns, and
those who are in the valley of Jezreel.”

17 Joshua spoke to the house of Joseph,
that is, to Ephraim and to Manasseh, say-
ing, “You are a numerous people, and have
great power. You shall not have one lot
only;

18but the hill country shall be yours. Al-
though it is a forest, you shall cut it down,
and it’s farthest extent shall be yours; for
you shall drive out the Canaanites, though
theyhave chariots of iron, and though they
are strong.”

18
1Thewhole congregation of the children

of Israel assembled themselves together
at Shiloh, and set up the Tent of Meeting
there. The landwas subdued before them.
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2 Seven tribes remained among the chil-
dren of Israel, which had not yet divided
their inheritance.

3 Joshua said to the children of Israel,
“How long will you neglect to go in to pos-
sess the land, which Yahweh, the God of
your fathers, has given you?

4Appoint for yourselves threemen from
each tribe. I will send them, and they shall
arise, walk through the land, and describe
it according to their inheritance; then they
shall come tome.

5They shall divide it into seven portions.
Judah shall live inhis borders on the south,
and the house of Joseph shall live in their
borders on the north.

6 You shall survey the land into seven
parts, and bring the description here to
me; and I will cast lots for you here before
Yahweh our God.

7 However, the Levites have no portion
among you; for the priesthood of Yahweh
is their inheritance. Gad, Reuben, and
the half-tribe of Manasseh have received
their inheritance east of the Jordan, which
Moses the servant of Yahweh gave them.”

8 The men arose and went. Joshua com-
manded those who went to survey the
land, saying, “Go walk through the land,
survey it, and come again tome. I will cast
lots for youhere before Yahweh in Shiloh.”

9 The men went and passed through the
land, and surveyed it by cities into seven
portions in a book. They came to Joshua to
the camp at Shiloh.

10 Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh
before Yahweh. There Joshua divided the
land to the children of Israel according to
their divisions.

11 The lot of the tribe of the children
of Benjamin came up according to their
families. The border of their lot went out
between thechildrenof Judahand thechil-
dren of Joseph.

12Their border on the north quarterwas
from the Jordan. The border went up to
the side of Jericho on the north, and went
up through the hill country westward. It
ended at the wilderness of Beth Aven.

13The border passed along from there to
Luz, to the side of Luz (also called Bethel),
southward. The border went down to

Ataroth Addar, by the mountain that lies
on the south of Beth Horon the lower.

14 The border extended, and turned
around on the west quarter southward,
from the mountain that lies before Beth
Horon southward; and ended at Kiriath
Baal (also called Kiriath Jearim), a city of
the children of Judah. This was the west
quarter.

15 The south quarter was from the far-
thest part of Kiriath Jearim. The border
went out westward, and went out to the
spring of the waters of Nephtoah.

16 The border went down to the farthest
part of the mountain that lies before the
valley of the son of Hinnom, which is in
the valley of Rephaim northward. It went
down to the valley of Hinnom, to the side
of the Jebusite southward, andwent down
to En Rogel.

17 It extended northward, went out at En
Shemesh, and went out to Geliloth, which
is opposite the ascent of Adummim. It
went down to the stone of Bohan the son
of Reuben.

18 It passed along to the side opposite the
Arabah northward, and went down to the
Arabah.

19 The border passed along to the side
of Beth Hoglah northward; and the border
endedat thenorthbayof theSalt Sea, at the
southendof the Jordan. Thiswas the south
border.

20 The Jordan was its border on the
east quarter. This was the inheritance of
the children of Benjamin, by the borders
around it, according to their families.

21 Now the cities of the tribe of the
children of Benjamin according to their
families were Jericho, Beth Hoglah, Emek
Keziz,

22Beth Arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel,
23Avvim, Parah, Ophrah,
24 Chephar Ammoni, Ophni, and Geba;

twelve cities with their villages.
25Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth,
26Mizpeh, Chephirah, Mozah,
27Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah,
28 Zelah, Eleph, the Jebusite (also called

Jerusalem), Gibeath, and Kiriath; fourteen
cities with their villages. This is the inher-
itance of the children of Benjamin accord-
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ing to their families.

19
1 The second lot came out for Simeon,

even for the tribe of the childrenof Simeon
according to their families. Their inheri-
tance was in the middle of the inheritance
of the children of Judah.

2 They had for their inheritance Beer-
sheba (or Sheba), Moladah,

3Hazar Shual, Balah, Ezem,
4Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah,
5Ziklag, BethMarcaboth, Hazar Susah,
6 Beth Lebaoth, and Sharuhen; thirteen

cities with their villages;
7 Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan; four

cities with their villages;
8 and all the villages that were around

these cities to Baalath Beer, Ramah of the
South. This is the inheritanceof the tribeof
the children of Simeon according to their
families.

9 Out of the part of the children of Ju-
dah was the inheritance of the children of
Simeon; for the portion of the children of
Judah was too much for them. Therefore
the children of Simeon had inheritance in
themiddle of their inheritance.

10The third lot came up for the children
of Zebulun according to their families. The
border of their inheritance was to Sarid.

11Their border went up westward, even
to Maralah, and reached to Dabbesheth.
It reached to the brook that is before
Jokneam.

12 It turned from Sarid eastward toward
the sunrise to the border of Chisloth Tabor.
It went out to Daberath, and went up to
Japhia.

13Fromthere it passedalongeastward to
Gath Hepher, to Ethkazin; and it went out
at Rimmonwhich stretches to Neah.

14 The border turned around it on the
north to Hannathon; and it ended at the
valley of Iphtah El;

15Kattath,Nahalal, Shimron, Idalah, and
Bethlehem: twelve cities with their vil-
lages.

16 This is the inheritance of the children
of Zebulun according to their families,
these cities with their villages.

17 The fourth lot came out for Issachar,
even for the childrenof Issacharaccording
to their families.

18 Their border was to Jezreel, Chesul-
loth, Shunem,

19Hapharaim, Shion, Anaharath,
20Rabbith, Kishion, Ebez,
21 Remeth, Engannim, En Haddah, and

Beth Pazzez.
22 The border reached to Tabor, Sha-

hazumah, and Beth Shemesh. Their bor-
der endedat the Jordan: sixteen citieswith
their villages.

23 This is the inheritance of the tribe of
the children of Issachar according to their
families, the cities with their villages.

24 The fifth lot came out for the tribe of
the children of Asher according to their
families.

25Their borderwasHelkath, Hali, Beten,
Achshaph,

26 Allammelech, Amad, Mishal. It
reached to Carmel westward, and to
Shihorlibnath.

27 It turned toward the sunrise to Beth
Dagon, and reached to Zebulun, and to
the valley of Iphtah El northward to Beth
EmekandNeiel. Itwent out toCabul on the
left hand,

28 and Ebron, Rehob, Hammon, and
Kanah, even to great Sidon.

29 The border turned to Ramah, to the
fortified city of Tyre; and the border
turned to Hosah. It ended at the sea by the
region of Achzib;

30 Ummah also, and Aphek, and Rehob:
twenty-two cities with their villages.

31 This is the inheritance of the tribe of
the children of Asher according to their
families, these cities with their villages.

32The sixth lot came out for the children
of Naphtali, even for the children of Naph-
tali according to their families.

33 Their border was from Heleph, from
the oak in Zaanannim, Adami-nekeb, and
Jabneel, to Lakkum. It ended at the Jordan.

34 The border turned westward to
Aznoth Tabor, and went out from there
to Hukkok. It reached to Zebulun on the
south, and reached to Asher on the west,
and to Judah at the Jordan toward the
sunrise.

35 The fortified cities were Ziddim, Zer,
Hammath, Rakkath, Chinnereth,

36Adamah, Ramah, Hazor,
37Kedesh, Edrei, En Hazor,
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38 Iron, Migdal El, Horem, Beth Anath,
and Beth Shemesh; nineteen cities with
their villages.

39 This is the inheritance of the tribe of
the children of Naphtali according to their
families, the cities with their villages.

40 The seventh lot came out for the tribe
of the children of Dan according to their
families.

41 The border of their inheritance was
Zorah, Eshtaol, Irshemesh,

42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah,
43Elon, Timnah, Ekron,
44Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath,
45 Jehud, Bene Berak, Gath Rimmon,
46Me Jarkon, and Rakkon, with the bor-

der opposite Joppa.
47Theborderof the childrenofDanwent

out beyond them; for the children of Dan
went up and fought against Leshem, and
took it, and struck it with the edge of the
sword, and possessed it, and lived therein,
and called Leshem, Dan, after the name of
Dan their forefather.

48 This is the inheritance of the tribe
of the children of Dan according to their
families, these cities with their villages.

49 So they finished distributing the land
for inheritance by its borders. The chil-
dren of Israel gave an inheritance to
Joshua the son of Nun among them.

50 According to Yahweh’s command-
ment, they gave him the city which he
asked, even Timnathserah in the hill
country of Ephraim; and he built the city,
and lived there.

51 These are the inheritances, which
Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of Nun,
and the heads of the fathers’ houses of the
tribes of the children of Israel, distributed
for inheritance by lot in Shiloh before Yah-
weh, at the door of the Tent of Meeting. So
they finished dividing the land.

20
1Yahweh spoke to Joshua, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,

‘Assign the cities of refuge, ofwhich I spoke
to you byMoses,

3 that the man slayer who kills any per-
son accidentally or unintentionally may

flee there. They shall be to you for a refuge
from the avenger of blood.

4He shall flee to one of those cities, and
shall standat theentranceof thegateof the
city, and declare his case in the ears of the
elders of that city. They shall take him into
the city with them, and give him a place,
that hemay live among them.

5 If the avenger of blood pursues him,
then they shall not deliver up the man
slayer into his hand; because he struck his
neighbor unintentionally, and didn’t hate
him before.

6 He shall dwell in that city until he
stands before the congregation for judg-
ment, until the death of the highpriest that
shall be in those days. Then theman slayer
shall return, and come to his own city, and
to his ownhouse, to the city he fled from.’ ”

7 They set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the
hill country of Naphtali, Shechem in the
hill country of Ephraim, and Kiriath Arba
(also called Hebron) in the hill country of
Judah.

8 Beyond the Jordan at Jericho east-
ward, they assigned Bezer in the wilder-
ness in the plain out of the tribe of Reuben,
Ramoth in Gilead out of the tribe of Gad,
and Golan in Bashan out of the tribe of
Manasseh.

9 These were the appointed cities for all
the childrenof Israel, and for thealienwho
lives among them, that whoever kills any
person unintentionally might flee there,
and not die by the hand of the avenger
of blood, until he stands trial before the
congregation.

21
1 Then the heads of fathers’ houses of

theLevites camenear toEleazar thepriest,
and to Joshua the son of Nun, and to the
heads of fathers’ houses of the tribes of the
children of Israel.

2They spoke to themat Shiloh in the land
of Canaan, saying, “Yahweh commanded
throughMoses to give us cities to dwell in,
with their pasture lands for our livestock.”

3 The children of Israel gave to the
Levites out of their inheritance, according
to the commandment of Yahweh, these
cities with their pasture lands.
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4 The lot came out for the families of
the Kohathites. The children of Aaron the
priest, who were of the Levites, had thir-
teen cities by lot out of the tribe of Judah,
out of the tribe of the Simeonites, and out
of the tribe of Benjamin.

5 The rest of the children of Kohath had
ten cities by lot out of the families of the
tribe of Ephraim, out of the tribe of Dan,
and out of the half-tribe of Manasseh.

6 The children of Gershon had thirteen
cities by lot out of the families of the tribe
of Issachar, out of the tribe of Asher, out of
the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the half-
tribe of Manasseh in Bashan.

7 The children of Merari according to
their families had twelve cities out of the
tribe of Reuben, out of the tribe ofGad, and
out of the tribe of Zebulun.

8 The children of Israel gave these cities
with their pasture lands by lot to the
Levites, as Yahweh commanded byMoses.

9 They gave out of the tribe of the chil-
dren of Judah, and out of the tribe of the
children of Simeon, these cities which are
mentioned by name:

10 and they were for the children of
Aaron, of the families of the Kohathites,
whowere of the children of Levi; for theirs
was the first lot.

11 They gave them Kiriath Arba, named
after the father of Anak (also called He-
bron), in the hill country of Judah, with its
pasture lands around it.

12But they gave the fields of the city and
its villages to Caleb the son of Jephunneh
for his possession.

13 To the children of Aaron the priest
they gave Hebron with its pasture lands,
the city of refuge for the man slayer, Lib-
nah with its pasture lands,

14 Jattir with its pasture lands, Eshtemoa
with its pasture lands,

15 Holon with its pasture lands, Debir
with its pasture lands,

16Ain with its pasture lands, Juttah with
its pasture lands, and Beth Shemesh with
its pasture lands: nine cities out of those
two tribes.

17 Out of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon
with its pasture lands, Geba with its pas-
ture lands,

18 Anathoth with its pasture lands, and
Almonwith its pasture lands: four cities.

19All the cities of the children of Aaron,
the priests, were thirteen cities with their
pasture lands.

20The families of the children of Kohath,
the Levites, even the rest of the children of
Kohath, had the cities of their lot out of the
tribe of Ephraim.

21They gave them Shechemwith its pas-
ture lands in the hill country of Ephraim,
the city of refuge for the man slayer, and
Gezer with its pasture lands,

22 Kibzaim with its pasture lands, and
Beth Horon with its pasture lands: four
cities.

23Out of the tribe of Dan, Elteke with its
pasture lands, Gibbethon with its pasture
lands,

24 Aijalon with its pasture lands, Gath
Rimmonwith its pasture lands: four cities.

25 Out of the half-tribe of Manasseh,
Taanach with its pasture lands, and Gath
Rimmonwith its pasture lands: two cities.

26All the cities of the families of the rest
of the children of Kohath were ten with
their pasture lands.

27 They gave to the children of Gershon,
of the families of the Levites, out of the
half-tribe of Manasseh Golan in Bashan
with its pasture lands, the city of refuge for
the man slayer, and Be Eshterah with its
pasture lands: two cities.

28 Out of the tribe of Issachar, Kishion
with its pasture lands, Daberath with its
pasture lands,

29 Jarmuth with its pasture lands, En
Gannimwith its pasture lands: four cities.

30Out of the tribe of Asher, Mishal with
its pasture lands, Abdon with its pasture
lands,

31 Helkath with its pasture lands, and
Rehob with its pasture lands: four cities.

32 Out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh
in Galilee with its pasture lands, the city
of refuge for theman slayer, Hammothdor
with its pasture lands, and Kartan with its
pasture lands: three cities.

33All the cities of theGershonites accord-
ing to their families were thirteen cities
with their pasture lands.
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34To the families of the children of Mer-
ari, the rest of theLevites, outof the tribeof
Zebulun, Jokneam with its pasture lands,
Kartah with its pasture lands,

35 Dimnah with its pasture lands, and
Nahalal with its pasture lands: four cities.

36Out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer with
its pasture lands, Jahaz with its pasture
lands,

37Kedemoth with its pasture lands, and
Mephaath with its pasture lands: four
cities.

38 Out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in
Gilead with its pasture lands, the city of
refuge for the man slayer, and Mahanaim
with its pasture lands,

39Heshbon with its pasture lands, Jazer
with its pasture lands: four cities in all.

40All thesewere the cities of the children
of Merari according to their families, even
the rest of the families of the Levites. Their
lot was twelve cities.

41All the cities of the Levites among the
possessions of the children of Israel were
forty-eight cities with their pasture lands.

42Each of these cities included their pas-
ture lands around them. It was this way
with all these cities.

43 So Yahweh gave to Israel all the land
which he swore to give to their fathers.
They possessed it, and lived in it.

44Yahweh gave them rest all around, ac-
cording toall thathe swore to their fathers.
Not amanof all their enemies stoodbefore
them. Yahweh delivered all their enemies
into their hand.

45Nothing failedof anygood thingwhich
Yahweh had spoken to the house of Israel.
All came to pass.

22
1Then Joshua called the Reubenites, the

Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh,
2andsaid to them, “Youhavekeptall that

Moses the servant of Yahweh commanded
you, and have listened to my voice in all
that I commanded you.

3 You have not left your brothers these
many days to this day, but have performed
the duty of the commandment of Yahweh
your God.

4NowYahwehyourGodhas given rest to
your brothers, as he spoke to them. There-
fore nowreturn and go to your tents, to the
land of your possession, which Moses the
servant of Yahweh gave you beyond the
Jordan.

5Only take diligent heed to do the com-
mandment and the law which Moses the
servant of Yahweh commanded you, to
love Yahweh your God, to walk in all his
ways, to keep his commandments, to hold
fast to him, and to serve him with all your
heart and with all your soul.”

6 So Joshua blessed them, and sent them
away; and they went to their tents.

7Now to the one half-tribe of Manasseh
Moses had given inheritance in Bashan;
but Joshua gave to the other half among
their brothers beyond the Jordan west-
ward. Moreover when Joshua sent them
away to their tents, he blessed them,

8 and spoke to them, saying, “Return
with much wealth to your tents, with very
much livestock, with silver, with gold, with
bronze, with iron, and with very much
clothing. Divide the plunder of your ene-
mies with your brothers.”

9 The children of Reuben and the chil-
dren ofGadand thehalf-tribe ofManasseh
returned, and departed from the children
of Israel out of Shiloh, which is in the land
of Canaan, to go to the land of Gilead, to
the land of their possession, which they
owned, according to the commandment of
Yahweh byMoses.

10 When they came to the region near
the Jordan, that is in the land of Canaan,
the children of Reuben and the children of
Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh built
an altar there by the Jordan, a great altar
to look at.

11 The children of Israel heard this, “Be-
hold, the children of Reuben and the chil-
dren ofGadand thehalf-tribe ofManasseh
have built an altar along the border of
the land of Canaan, in the region around
the Jordan, on the side that belongs to the
children of Israel.”

12 When the children of Israel heard of
it, the whole congregation of the children
of Israel gathered themselves together at
Shiloh, to go up against them to war.
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13 The children of Israel sent to the chil-
dren of Reuben, and to the children ofGad,
and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, into the
land of Gilead, Phinehas the son of Eleazar
the priest.

14Withhimwere ten princes, one prince
of a fathers’ house for each of the tribes of
Israel; and they were each head of their
fathers’ houses among the thousands of
Israel.

15 They came to the children of Reuben,
and to the children of Gad, and to the half-
tribe of Manasseh, to the land of Gilead,
and they spoke with them, saying,

16 “The whole congregation of Yahweh
says, ‘What trespass is this that you have
committed against the God of Israel, to
turn away today from following Yahweh,
in that you have built yourselves an altar,
to rebel today against Yahweh?

17 Is the iniquity of Peor too little for
us, from which we have not cleansed our-
selves to this day, although there came a
plague on the congregation of Yahweh,

18 that you must turn away today from
following Yahweh? It will be, since you
rebel today against Yahweh, that tomor-
row he will be angry with the whole con-
gregation of Israel.

19 However, if the land of your posses-
sion is unclean, then pass over to the land
of the possession of Yahweh, inwhich Yah-
weh’s tabernacle dwells, and take posses-
sion amongus; but don’t rebel against Yah-
weh, nor rebel against us, in building an
altar other than Yahweh our God’s altar.

20Didn’t Achan the son of Zerah commit
a trespass in the devoted thing, and wrath
fell on all the congregation of Israel? That
man didn’t perish alone in his iniquity.’ ”

21 Then the children of Reuben and the
children of Gad and the half-tribe of Man-
asseh answered, and spoke to the heads of
the thousands of Israel,

22 “The Mighty One, God, Yahweh, the
Mighty One, God, Yahweh, he knows; and
Israel shall know: if it was in rebellion, or
if in trespass against Yahweh (don’t saveus
today),

23 that we have built us an altar to turn
away from following Yahweh; or if to offer
burnt offering or meal offering, or if to

offer sacrifices of peace offerings, let Yah-
weh himself require it.

24 “If we have not out of concern done
this, and for a reason, saying, ‘In time to
come your children might speak to our
children, saying, “What have you to do
with Yahweh, the God of Israel?

25 For Yahweh has made the Jordan a
border between us and you, you children
of Reuben and children of Gad. You have
no portion in Yahweh.” ’ So your children
might make our children cease from fear-
ing Yahweh.

26“Thereforewe said, ‘Let’snowprepare
to build ourselves an altar, not for burnt
offering, nor for sacrifice;

27but it will be awitness between us and
you, andbetweenour generations after us,
that we may perform the service of Yah-
weh before him with our burnt offerings,
with our sacrifices, and with our peace
offerings;’ that your children may not tell
our children in time to come, ‘You have no
portion in Yahweh.’

28 “Therefore we said, ‘It shall be, when
they tell us or our generations this in time
to come, that we shall say, “Behold the
pattern of Yahweh’s altar, which our fa-
thers made, not for burnt offering, nor for
sacrifice; but it is awitness betweenus and
you.” ’

29 “Far be it fromus that we should rebel
againstYahweh, and turnaway today from
following Yahweh, to build an altar for
burnt offering, for meal offering, or for
sacrifice, besides Yahweh our God’s altar
that is before his tabernacle!”

30 When Phinehas the priest, and the
princes of the congregation, even the
heads of the thousands of Israel that were
with him, heard the words that the chil-
dren of Reuben and the children of Gad
and the children of Manasseh spoke, it
pleased themwell.

31 Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest
said to the children of Reuben, to the chil-
dren of Gad, and to the children of Man-
asseh, “Today we know that Yahweh is
among us, because you have not commit-
ted this trespass against Yahweh. Now you
have delivered the children of Israel out of
Yahweh’s hand.”
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32Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest,
and the princes, returned from the chil-
dren of Reuben, and from the children of
Gad, out of the land of Gilead, to the land
of Canaan, to the children of Israel, and
brought themword again.

33 The thing pleased the children of Is-
rael; and thechildrenof IsraelblessedGod,
and spoke no more of going up against
them to war, to destroy the land in which
the children of Reuben and the children of
Gad lived.

34 The children of Reuben and the chil-
dren of Gad named the altar “A Witness
Between Us that Yahweh is God.”

23
1 After many days, when Yahweh had

given rest to Israel from their enemies all
around, and Joshua was old and well ad-
vanced in years,

2 Joshua called for all Israel, for their
elders and for their heads, and for their
judges and for their officers, and said to
them, “I am old and well advanced in
years.

3Youhaveseenall thatYahwehyourGod
has done to all these nations because of
you; for it is Yahweh your God who has
fought for you.

4 Behold, I have allotted to you these
nations that remain, to be an inheritance
for your tribes, from the Jordan, with all
the nations that I have cut off, even to the
great sea toward the going down of the
sun.

5 Yahweh your God will thrust them out
from before you, and drive them from out
of your sight. You shall possess their land,
as Yahweh your God spoke to you.

6 “Therefore be very courageous to keep
and to do all that is written in the book of
the law of Moses, that you not turn away
from it to the right hand or to the left;

7 that you not come among these na-
tions, these that remain among you; nei-
ther make mention of the name of their
gods, nor cause to swear by them, neither
serve them, nor bow down yourselves to
them;

8 but hold fast to Yahweh your God, as
you have done to this day.

9 “For Yahweh has driven great and
strong nations out from before you. But
as for you, noman has stood before you to
this day.

10 One man of you shall chase a thou-
sand; for it is Yahweh your God who fights
for you, as he spoke to you.

11 Take good heed therefore to your-
selves, that you love Yahweh your God.

12 “But if you do at all go back, and hold
fast to the remnant of these nations, even
these who remain among you, and make
marriages with them, and go in to them,
and they to you;

13know for a certainty that Yahwehyour
God will no longer drive these nations
from out of your sight; but they shall be
a snare and a trap to you, a scourge in
your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until
you perish from off this good land which
Yahweh your God has given you.

14 “Behold, today I am going the way of
all the earth. You know in all your hearts
and in all your souls that not one thing has
failed of all the good things which Yahweh
your God spoke concerning you. All have
happened to you. Not one thing has failed
of it.

15 It shall happen that as all the good
things have come on you ofwhich Yahweh
your God spoke to you, so Yahweh will
bring on you all the evil things, until he
has destroyed you from off this good land
which Yahweh your God has given you,

16 when you disobey the covenant of
Yahweh your God, which he commanded
you, and go and serve other gods, and bow
down yourselves to them. Then Yahweh’s
anger will be kindled against you, and you
will perish quickly from off the good land
which he has given to you.”

24
1 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel

to Shechem, and called for the elders of
Israel, for their heads, for their judges,
and for their officers; and they presented
themselves before God.

2 Joshua said to all the people, “Yahweh,
the God of Israel, says, ‘Your fathers lived
of old time beyond the River, even Terah,
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the father of Abraham, and the father of
Nahor. They served other gods.

3 I took your father Abraham from be-
yond the River, and led him throughout
all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his
offspring,† and gave him Isaac.

4 I gave to Isaac Jacob and Esau: and
I gave to Esau Mount Seir, to possess it.
Jacob and his children went down into
Egypt.

5“ ‘I sentMosesandAaron, and Iplagued
Egypt, according to thatwhich I did among
them: and afterward I brought you out.

6 I brought your fathers out of Egypt:
and you came to the sea. The Egyptians
pursued your fathers with chariots and
with horsemen to the Red Sea.

7When they cried out to Yahweh, he put
darkness between you and the Egyptians,
and brought the sea on them, and covered
them; and your eyes saw what I did in
Egypt. You lived in the wilderness many
days.

8 “ ‘I brought you into the land of the
Amorites, that lived beyond the Jordan.
They foughtwith you, and I gave them into
your hand. You possessed their land, and I
destroyed them from before you.

9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of
Moab, arose and fought against Israel. He
sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to
curse you,

10but Iwouldnot listen toBalaam; there-
fore he blessed you still. So I delivered you
out of his hand.

11 “ ‘Youwent over the Jordan, and came
to Jericho. The men of Jericho fought
against you, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the
Canaanite, the Hittite, the Girgashite, the
Hivite, and the Jebusite; and I delivered
them into your hand.

12 I sent the hornet before you, which
drove them out from before you, even the
two kings of the Amorites; not with your
sword, nor with your bow.

13 I gave youa landonwhichyouhadnot
labored, and cities which you didn’t build,
and you live in them. You eat of vineyards
and olive groves which you didn’t plant.’

14 “Now therefore fear Yahweh, and
serve him in sincerity and in truth. Put
away the gods which your fathers served
beyond the River, in Egypt; and serve Yah-
weh.

15 If it seems evil to you to serve Yah-
weh, choose today whom you will serve;
whether the gods which your fathers
served that were beyond the River, or the
gods of the Amorites, in whose land you
dwell; but as forme andmy house, wewill
serve Yahweh.”

16 The people answered, “Far be it from
us thatwe should forsakeYahweh, to serve
other gods;

17 for it is Yahweh our God who brought
us and our fathers up out of the land of
Egypt, from the house of bondage, and
who did those great signs in our sight, and
preserved us in all the way in which we
went, and among all the peoples through
themiddle of whomwe passed.

18 Yahweh drove out from before us all
the peoples, even the Amorites who lived
in the land. Therefore we also will serve
Yahweh; for he is our God.”

19 Joshua said to the people, “You can’t
serve Yahweh, for he is a holy God. He
is a jealous God. He will not forgive your
disobedience nor your sins.

20 If you forsake Yahweh, and serve for-
eigngods, thenhewill turnanddoyouevil,
and consume you, after he has done you
good.”

21The people said to Joshua, “No, but we
will serve Yahweh.”

22 Joshua said to the people, “Youarewit-
nesses against yourselves that you have
chosen Yahweh yourselves, to serve him.”
They said, “We are witnesses.”
23 “Now therefore put away the foreign

gods which are among you, and incline
your heart to Yahweh, the God of Israel.”

24 The people said to Joshua, “We will
serve Yahweh our God, and we will listen
to his voice.”

25 So Joshua made a covenant with the
people that day, and made for them a
statute and an ordinance in Shechem.

26 Joshua wrote these words in the book
of the lawofGod; andhe tookagreat stone,

† 24:3 or, seed
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and set it up there under the oak that was
by the sanctuary of Yahweh.

27 Joshua said to all the people, “Behold,
this stone shall be a witness against us, for
it has heard all Yahweh’s words which he
spoke to us. It shall be therefore a witness
against you, lest you deny your God.”

28 So Joshua sent the people away, each
to his own inheritance.

29 After these things, Joshua the son of
Nun, the servant of Yahweh, died, being
one hundred ten years old.

30 They buried him in the border of his
inheritance in Timnathserah, which is in
the hill country of Ephraim, on the north
of themountain of Gaash.

31 Israel served Yahweh all the days of
Joshua, and all the days of the elders who
outlived Joshua, and had known all the
work of Yahweh, that he had worked for
Israel.

32 They buried the bones of Joseph,
which the children of Israel brought up
out of Egypt, in Shechem, in the parcel
of ground which Jacob bought from the
sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for
a hundred pieces of silver.‡ They became
the inheritance of the children of Joseph.

33 Eleazar the son of Aaron died. They
buried him in the hill of Phinehas his son,
which was given him in the hill country of
Ephraim.

‡ 24:32Hebrew: kesitahs. A kesitah was a kind of silver coin.
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The Book of
Judges

1 After the death of Joshua, the chil-
dren of Israel asked of Yahweh,† saying,
“Who should go up for us first against the
Canaanites, to fight against them?”

2 Yahweh said, “Judah shall go up. Be-
hold,‡ I have delivered the land into his
hand.”

3 Judah said to Simeon his brother,
“Comeupwithme intomy lot, thatwemay
fight against the Canaanites; and I likewise
will go with you into your lot.” So Simeon
went with him.

4 Judah went up, and Yahweh delivered
theCanaanites and thePerizzites into their
hand. They struck ten thousand men in
Bezek.

5 They found Adoni-Bezek in Bezek, and
they fought against him. They struck the
Canaanites and the Perizzites.

6 But Adoni-Bezek fled. They pursued
him, caught him, and cut off his thumbs
and his big toes.

7Adoni-Bezek said, “Seventy kings, hav-
ing their thumbs and their big toes cut off,
scavenged undermy table. As I have done,
so God§ has done to me.” They brought
him to Jerusalem, and he died there.

8 The children of Judah fought against
Jerusalem, took it, struck it with the edge
of the sword, and set the city on fire.

9 After that, the children of Judah went
down to fight against the Canaanites who
lived in the hill country, and in the South,
and in the lowland.

10 Judah went against the Canaanites
who lived inHebron. (ThenameofHebron
before that was Kiriath Arba.) They struck
Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai.

11From there hewent against the inhab-
itants of Debir. (The name of Debir before
that was Kiriath Sepher.)

12 Caleb said, “I will give Achsah my
daughter as wife to the man who strikes
Kiriath Sepher, and takes it.”

13 Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s
younger brother, took it, so he gave him
Achsah his daughter as his wife.

14When she came, she got him to ask her
father for a field. She got off her donkey;
and Caleb said to her, “What would you
like?”

15 She said to him, “Give me a blessing;
because you have set me in the land of the
South, givemealso springs ofwater.” Then
Caleb gave her the upper springs and the
lower springs.

16 The children of the Kenite, Moses’
brother-in-law, went up out of the city of
palm trees with the children of Judah into
the wilderness of Judah, which is in the
south of Arad; and they went and lived
with the people.

17 Judah went with Simeon his brother,
and they struck the Canaaniteswho inhab-
ited Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. The
name of the city was called Hormah.

18 Also Judah took Gaza with its border,
and Ashkelon with its border, and Ekron
with its border.

19 Yahweh was with Judah, and drove
out the inhabitants of the hill country; for
he could not drive out the inhabitants of
the valley, because they had chariots of
iron.

20 They gave Hebron to Caleb, as Moses
had said, and he drove the three sons of
Anak out of there.

21The children of Benjamin didn’t drive
out the Jebusiteswho inhabited Jerusalem,
but the Jebusites dwellwith the childrenof
Benjamin in Jerusalem to this day.

22 The house of Joseph also went up
against Bethel, and Yahweh was with
them.

23 The house of Joseph sent to spy out
Bethel. (The name of the city before that
was Luz.)

24 The watchers saw a man come out of
the city, and they said to him, “Please show
us the entrance into the city, and we will
deal kindly with you.”

25He showed them the entrance into the
city, and they struck the city with the edge

† 1:1 “Yahweh” is God’s properName, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:2 “Behold”,
from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is oftenused as an interjection. § 1:7TheHebrew
word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).



Judges 1:26 255 Judges 2:14

of the sword; but they let the man and all
his family go.

26 The man went into the land of the
Hittites, built a city, and called its name
Luz, which is its name to this day.

27Manasseh didn’t drive out the inhab-
itants of Beth Shean and its towns, nor
Taanach and its towns, nor the inhabitants
of Dor and its towns, nor the inhabitants of
Ibleam and its towns, nor the inhabitants
of Megiddo and its towns; but the Canaan-
ites would dwell in that land.

28 When Israel had grown strong, they
put the Canaanites to forced labor, and
didn’t utterly drive them out.

29 Ephraim didn’t drive out the Canaan-
ites who lived in Gezer, but the Canaanites
lived in Gezer among them.

30 Zebulun didn’t drive out the inhab-
itants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of
Nahalol; but the Canaanites lived among
them, and became subject to forced labor.

31Asher didn’t drive out the inhabitants
of Acco, nor the inhabitants of Sidon, nor
of Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor of Helbah, nor
of Aphik, nor of Rehob;

32 but the Asherites lived among the
Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land, for
they didn’t drive them out.

33 Naphtali didn’t drive out the inhab-
itants of Beth Shemesh, nor the inhabi-
tants of Beth Anath; but he lived among
the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the
land. Nevertheless the inhabitants of Beth
Shemesh and of Beth Anath became sub-
ject to forced labor.

34 The Amorites forced the children of
Dan into the hill country, for they would
not allow them to comedown to the valley;

35 but the Amorites would dwell in
Mount Heres, in Aijalon, and in Shaal-
bim. Yet the hand of the house of Joseph
prevailed, so that they became subject to
forced labor.

36 The border of the Amorites was from
the ascent of Akrabbim, from the rock, and
upward.

2
1Yahweh’s angel came up from Gilgal to

Bochim. He said, “I brought you out of
Egypt, and have brought you to the land

which I swore to give your fathers. I said,
‘I will never breakmy covenant with you.

2 You shall make no covenant with the
inhabitants of this land. You shall break
down their altars.’ But you have not lis-
tened to my voice. Why have you done
this?

3 Therefore I also said, ‘I will not drive
themout frombeforeyou; but theyshallbe
in your sides, and their godswill be a snare
to you.’ ”

4 When Yahweh’s angel spoke these
words to all the children of Israel, the peo-
ple lifted up their voice and wept.

5 They called the name of that place
Bochim,† and they sacrificed there to Yah-
weh.

6Now when Joshua had sent the people
away, the children of Israel each went to
his inheritance to possess the land.

7The people served Yahweh all the days
of Joshua, and all the days of the elders
who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the
great work of Yahweh that he had worked
for Israel.

8 Joshua the son of Nun, the servant
of Yahweh, died, being one hundred ten
years old.

9 They buried him in the border of his
inheritance in Timnath Heres, in the hill
country of Ephraim, on the north of the
mountain of Gaash.

10 After all that generation were gath-
ered to their fathers, another generation
aroseafter themwhodidn’t knowYahweh,
nor theworkwhich he had done for Israel.

11 The children of Israel did that which
was evil in Yahweh’s sight, and served the
Baals.

12 They abandoned Yahweh, the God of
their fathers, who brought them out of the
land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of
the gods of the peoples who were around
them, and bowed themselves down to
them; and they provokedYahweh to anger.

13 They abandoned Yahweh, and served
Baal and the Ashtaroth.

14Yahweh’s anger burned against Israel,
and he delivered them into the hands of
raiders who plundered them. He sold
them into the hands of their enemies all

† 2:5 “Bochim”means “weepers”.
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around, so that they could no longer stand
before their enemies.

15 Wherever they went out, Yahweh’s
handwas against them for evil, as Yahweh
had spoken, and as Yahweh had sworn to
them; and they were very distressed.

16 Yahweh raised up judges, who saved
them out of the hand of those who plun-
dered them.

17 Yet they didn’t listen to their judges;
for they prostituted themselves to other
gods, and bowed themselves down to
them. They quickly turned away from the
way in which their fathers walked, obey-
ing Yahweh’s commandments. They didn’t
do so.

18 When Yahweh raised up judges for
them, then Yahweh was with the judge,
and saved them out of the hand of their
enemies all the days of the judge; for it
grieved Yahweh because of their groaning
by reason of those who oppressed them
and troubled them.

19 But when the judge was dead, they
turned back, and dealt more corruptly
than their fathers in following other gods
to serve them and to bow down to them.
They didn’t ceasewhat theywere doing, or
give up their stubborn ways.

20Yahweh’s anger burned against Israel;
and he said, “Because this nation trans-
gressed my covenant which I commanded
their fathers, and has not listened to my
voice,

21 I also will no longer drive out any of
the nations that Joshua left when he died
from before them;

22 that by them I may test Israel, to see
if they will keep Yahweh’s way to walk
therein, as their fathers kept it, or not.”

23 So Yahweh left those nations, without
driving them out hastily. He didn’t deliver
them into Joshua’s hand.

3
1 Now these are the nations which Yah-

weh left, to test Israel by them, even as
many as had not known all the wars of
Canaan;

2 only that the generations of the chil-
dren of Israel might know, to teach them

war, at least those who knew nothing of it
before:

3 the five lords of the Philistines, all the
Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites
who lived onMount Lebanon, fromMount
Baal Hermon to the entrance of Hamath.

4 They were left to test Israel by them,
to know whether they would listen to
Yahweh’s commandments, which he com-
manded their fathers byMoses.

5 The children of Israel lived among the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

6 They took their daughters to be their
wives, and gave their own daughters to
their sons and served their gods.

7 The children of Israel did that which
was evil in Yahweh’s sight, and forgot Yah-
weh their God, and served the Baals and
the Asheroth.

8 Therefore Yahweh’s anger burned
against Israel, and he sold them into
the hand of Cushan Rishathaim king of
Mesopotamia; and the children of Israel
served Cushan Rishathaim eight years.

9 When the children of Israel cried to
Yahweh, Yahweh raised up a savior to the
children of Israel, who saved them, even
Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger
brother.

10 Yahweh’s Spirit came on him, and
he judged Israel; and he went out to
war, and Yahweh delivered Cushan
Rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his
hand. His hand prevailed against Cushan
Rishathaim.

11 The land had rest forty years, then
Othniel the son of Kenaz died.

12 The children of Israel again did that
whichwas evil in Yahweh’s sight, and Yah-
weh strengthened Eglon the king of Moab
against Israel, because they had done that
which was evil in Yahweh’s sight.

13 He gathered the children of Ammon
and Amalek to himself; and he went and
struck Israel, and theypossessed the city of
palm trees.

14The children of Israel servedEglon the
king of Moab eighteen years.

15 But when the children of Israel cried
to Yahweh, Yahweh raised up a savior for
them: Ehud the son ofGera, theBenjamite,
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a left-handed man. The children of Israel
sent tribute by him to Eglon the king of
Moab.

16Ehudmadehimself a swordwhichhad
two edges, a cubit† in length; and he wore
it under his clothing on his right thigh.

17He offered the tribute to Eglon king of
Moab. Now Eglon was a very fat man.

18When Ehud had finished offering the
tribute, he sent away the people who car-
ried the tribute.

19 But he himself turned back from the
stone idols that were by Gilgal, and said, “I
have a secret message for you, O king.”
The king said, “Keep silence!” All who

stood by him left him.
20 Ehud came to him; and he was sitting

by himself alone in the cool upper room.
Ehud said, “I have a message from God to
you.” He arose out of his seat.

21 Ehud put out his left hand, and took
the sword from his right thigh, and thrust
it into his body.

22 The handle also went in after the
blade; and the fat closed on the blade, for
he didn’t draw the sword out of his body;
and it came out behind.

23 Then Ehud went out onto the porch,
and shut the doors of the upper room on
him, and locked them.

24 After he had gone, his servants came
and saw that the doors of the upper room
were locked. They said, “Surely he is cov-
ering his feet‡ in the upper room.”

25Theywaited until theywere ashamed;
and behold, he didn’t open the doors of the
upper room. Therefore they took the key
and opened them, and behold, their lord
had fallen down dead on the floor.

26 Ehud escaped while they waited,
passed beyond the stone idols, and es-
caped to Seirah.

27Whenhehad come, he blewa trumpet
in thehill countryofEphraim; and the chil-
dren of Israel went down with him from
the hill country, and he led them.

28 He said to them, “Follow me; for
Yahweh has delivered your enemies the
Moabites into your hand.” They followed
him, and took the fords of the Jordan

against the Moabites, and didn’t allow any
man to pass over.

29 They struck at that time about ten
thousand men of Moab, every strong man
and everyman of valor. Noman escaped.

30 So Moab was subdued that day under
the hand of Israel. Then the land had rest
eighty years.

31 After him was Shamgar the son of
Anath, who struck six hundredmen of the
Philistines with an ox goad. He also saved
Israel.

4
1 The children of Israel again did that

which was evil in Yahweh’s sight, when
Ehudwas dead.

2 Yahweh sold them into the hand of
Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Ha-
zor; the captain of whose armywas Sisera,
who lived in Harosheth of the Gentiles.

3The children of Israel cried to Yahweh,
for he had nine hundred chariots of iron;
and he mightily oppressed the children of
Israel for twenty years.

4NowDeborah, a prophetess, thewife of
Lappidoth, judged Israel at that time.

5 She lived under Deborah’s palm tree
between Ramah and Bethel in the hill
country of Ephraim; and the children of
Israel came up to her for judgment.

6 She sent and called Barak the son of
Abinoam out of Kedesh Naphtali, and said
to him, “Hasn’t Yahweh, the God of Is-
rael, commanded, ‘Go and lead the way
to Mount Tabor, and take with you ten
thousand men of the children of Naphtali
and of the children of Zebulun?

7 I will draw to you, to the river Kishon,
Sisera, the captain of Jabin’s army, with
his chariots and his multitude; and I will
deliver him into your hand.’ ”

8 Barak said to her, “If you will go with
me, then Iwill go; but if youwillnot gowith
me, I will not go.”

9 She said, “I will surely go with you.
Nevertheless, the journey that you take
won’t be for your honor; for Yahweh will
sell Sisera into a woman’s hand.” Deborah
arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh.

† 3:16 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. ‡ 3:24 or, “relieving himself”.
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10 Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali
together to Kedesh. Ten thousand men
followed him; and Deborah went up with
him.

11 Now Heber the Kenite had separated
himself from the Kenites, even from the
children of Hobab, Moses’ brother-in-law,
and had pitched his tent as far as the oak
in Zaanannim, which is by Kedesh.

12 They told Sisera that Barak the son of
Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor.

13 Sisera gathered together all his char-
iots, even nine hundred chariots of iron,
and all the people who were with him,
fromHaroshethof theGentiles, to the river
Kishon.

14 Deborah said to Barak, “Go; for this
is the day in which Yahweh has delivered
Sisera intoyourhand. Hasn’t Yahwehgone
out before you?” So Barak went down
fromMount Tabor, and ten thousand men
after him.

15Yahweh confused Sisera, all his chari-
ots, and all his army, with the edge of the
sword before Barak. Sisera abandoned his
chariot and fled away on his feet.

16 But Barak pursued the chariots and
the army to Harosheth of the Gentiles; and
all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the
sword. There was not a man left.

17However Sisera fled away on his feet
to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the
Kenite; for there was peace between Jabin
the king of Hazor and the house of Heber
the Kenite.

18 Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said
to him, “Turn in, my lord, turn in to me;
don’t be afraid.” He came in to her into the
tent, and she covered himwith a rug.

19He said to her, “Please give me a little
water to drink; for I am thirsty.”
Sheopenedacontainerofmilk, andgave

him a drink, and covered him.
20He said to her, “Stand in the door of the

tent, and if anyman comes and inquires of
you, and says, ‘Is there anymanhere?’ you
shall say, ‘No.’ ”

21 Then Jael, Heber’s wife, took a tent
peg, and took a hammer in her hand, and
went softly to him, and struck the pin into
his temples, and it pierced through into the

ground, for he was in a deep sleep; so he
fainted and died.

22 Behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael
came out to meet him, and said to him,
“Come, and Iwill showyou themanwhom
you seek.” He came to her; and behold,
Sisera lay dead, and the tent pegwas in his
temples.

23 So God subdued Jabin the king of
Canaan before the children of Israel on
that day.

24The hand of the children of Israel pre-
vailed more and more against Jabin the
king of Canaan, until they had destroyed
Jabin king of Canaan.

5
1 Then Deborah and Barak the son of

Abinoam sang on that day, saying,
2 “Because the leaders took the lead in Is-

rael,
because the people offered them-
selves willingly,

be blessed, Yahweh!
3 “Hear, you kings!

Give ear, you princes!
I, even I, will sing to Yahweh.

Iwill sing praise to Yahweh, theGod of
Israel.

4 “Yahweh, when youwent out of Seir,
when you marched out of the field of
Edom,

the earth trembled, the sky also dropped.
Yes, the clouds dropped water.

5Themountains quaked at Yahweh’s pres-
ence,

even Sinai at the presence of Yahweh,
the God of Israel.

6 “In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath,
in the days of Jael, the highways were
unoccupied.

The travelerswalked throughbyways.
7The rulers ceased in Israel.

They ceased until I, Deborah, arose;
Until I arose amother in Israel.

8They chose new gods.
Then war was in the gates.
Was there a shield or spear seen
among forty thousand in Israel?
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9 My heart is toward the governors of Is-
rael,

who offered themselves willingly
among the people.

Bless Yahweh!
10 “Speak, you who ride on white donkeys,

you who sit on rich carpets,
and you whowalk by the way.

11 Far from the noise of archers, in the
places of drawing water,

there they will rehearse Yahweh’s
righteous acts,

the righteous acts of his rule in Israel.

“Then Yahweh’s people went down to the
gates.

12 ‘Awake, awake, Deborah!
Awake, awake, utter a song!
Arise, Barak, and lead away your cap-
tives, you son of Abinoam.’

13 “Then a remnant of the nobles and the
people came down.

Yahwehcamedown formeagainst the
mighty.

14Those whose root is in Amalek came out
of Ephraim,

after you, Benjamin, among your peo-
ples.

Governors come down out of Machir.
Those who handle the marshal’s staff
came out of Zebulun.

15The princes of Issachar were with Debo-
rah.

As was Issachar, so was Barak.
They rushed into the valley at his feet.

By the watercourses of Reuben,
there were great resolves of heart.

16Why did you sit among the sheepfolds?
To hear the whistling for the flocks?

At the watercourses of Reuben,
there were great searchings of heart.

17Gilead lived beyond the Jordan.
Why did Dan remain in ships?
Asher sat still at the haven of the sea,
and lived by his creeks.

18 Zebulun was a people that jeopardized
their lives to the death;

Naphtali also, on the high places of the
field.

19 “The kings came and fought,

then the kings of Canaan fought at
Taanach by the waters of Megiddo.

They took no plunder of silver.
20From the sky the stars fought.

From their courses, they fought
against Sisera.

21The river Kishon swept them away,
that ancient river, the river Kishon.
My soul, march onwith strength.

22 Then the horse hoofs stamped because
of the prancing,

the prancing of their strong ones.
23 ‘Curse Meroz,’ said Yahweh’s angel.

‘Curse bitterly its inhabitants,
because they didn’t come to help Yah-
weh,

to help Yahweh against the mighty.’
24 “Jael shall be blessed above women,

the wife of Heber the Kenite;
blessed shall she be above women in
the tent.

25He asked for water.
She gave himmilk.
She brought him butter in a lordly
dish.

26 She put her hand to the tent peg,
and her right hand to the workmen’s
hammer.

With the hammer she struck Sisera.
She struck through his head.
Yes, she pierced and struck through
his temples.

27At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay.
At her feet he bowed, he fell.
Where he bowed, there he fell down
dead.

28 “Through the window she looked out,
and cried:

Sisera’s mother looked through the
lattice.

‘Why is his chariot so long in coming?
Why do the wheels of his chariots
wait?’

29Her wise ladies answered her,
Yes, she returned answer to herself,

30 ‘Have they not found, have they not di-
vided the plunder?

A lady, two ladies to everyman;
to Sisera a plunder of dyed garments,

a plunder of dyed garments embroi-
dered,
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of dyed garments embroidered on
both sides, on the necks of the plun-
der?’

31 “So let all your enemies perish, Yahweh,
but let those who love him be as the
sun when it rises in its strength.”

Then the land had rest forty years.

6
1 The children of Israel did that which

was evil in Yahweh’s sight, so Yahweh de-
livered theminto thehandofMidianseven
years.

2 The hand of Midian prevailed against
Israel; and because of Midian the children
of Israel made themselves the dens which
are in the mountains, the caves, and the
strongholds.

3 So it was, when Israel had sown, that
the Midianites, the Amalekites, and the
children of the east came up against them.

4 They encamped against them, and de-
stroyed the increase of the earth, until you
come to Gaza. They left no sustenance in
Israel, and no sheep, ox, or donkey.

5 For they came up with their livestock
and their tents. They came in as locusts
for multitude. Both they and their camels
were without number; and they came into
the land to destroy it.

6 Israel was brought very low because of
Midian; and the children of Israel cried to
Yahweh.

7 When the children of Israel cried to
Yahweh because of Midian,

8 Yahweh sent a prophet to the children
of Israel; andhe said to them, “Yahweh, the
God of Israel, says, ‘I brought you up from
Egypt, and brought you out of the house of
bondage.

9 I delivered you out of the hand of the
Egyptians and out of the hand of all who
oppressed you, and drove them out from
before you, and gave you their land.

10 I said to you, “I am Yahweh your God.
You shall not fear the gods of the Amorites,
inwhose landyoudwell.” Butyouhavenot
listened to my voice.’ ”

11 Yahweh’s angel came and sat under
the oak which was in Ophrah, that be-
longed to Joash the Abiezrite. His son
Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine
press, to hide it from theMidianites.

12 Yahweh’s angel appeared to him, and
said to him, “Yahweh is with you, you
mighty man of valor!”

13 Gideon said to him, “Oh, my lord, if
Yahweh is with us, why then has all this
happened to us? Where are all his won-
drous works which our fathers told us of,
saying, ‘Didn’t Yahweh bring us up from
Egypt?’ But now Yahweh has cast us off,
and delivered us into the hand of Midian.”

14 Yahweh looked at him, and said, “Go
in this yourmight, and save Israel from the
hand of Midian. Haven’t I sent you?”

15 He said to him, “O Lord,† how shall
I save Israel? Behold, my family is the
poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in
my father’s house.”

16 Yahweh said to him, “Surely I will be
with you, and you shall strike the Midian-
ites as oneman.”

17 He said to him, “If now I have found
favor in your sight, then show me a sign
that it is you who talk withme.

18 Please don’t go away until I come to
you, and bring out my present, and lay it
before you.”
He said, “I will wait until you come

back.”
19Gideon went in and prepared a young

goat and unleavened cakes of an ephah‡ of
meal. He put the meat in a basket and he
put the broth in a pot, and brought it out to
him under the oak, and presented it.

20The angel of God said to him, “Take the
meat and the unleavened cakes, and lay
themon this rock, and pour out the broth.”
He did so.
21 Then Yahweh’s angel stretched out

the end of the staff that was in his hand,
and touched the meat and the unleavened
cakes; and firewent up out of the rock and
consumed the meat and the unleavened
cakes. Then Yahweh’s angel departed out
of his sight.

† 6:15 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 6:19 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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22Gideon saw that he was Yahweh’s an-
gel; and Gideon said, “Alas, Lord Yahweh!
Because I have seenYahweh’s angel face to
face!”

23Yahweh said to him, “Peace be to you!
Don’t be afraid. You shall not die.”

24 Then Gideon built an altar there to
Yahweh, and called it “Yahweh is Peace.”§
To this day it is still in Ophrah of the
Abiezrites.

25 That same night, Yahweh said to him,
“Take your father’s bull, even the second
bull seven years old, and throw down the
altar of Baal that your father has, and cut
down the Asherah that is by it.

26 Then build an altar to Yahweh your
God on the top of this stronghold, in an
orderly way, and take the second bull, and
offer a burnt offering with the wood of the
Asherah which you shall cut down.”

27 Then Gideon took ten men of his ser-
vants, and did as Yahweh had spoken to
him. Because he feared his father’s house-
hold and the men of the city, he could not
do it by day, but he did it by night.

28When the men of the city arose early
in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal
was broken down, and the Asherah was
cut down that was by it, and the second
bullwas offered on the altar thatwas built.

29 They said to one another, “Who has
done this thing?”
When they inquired and asked, they

said, “Gideon the sonof Joashhasdone this
thing.”

30Then the men of the city said to Joash,
“Bring out your son, that he may die, be-
causehehasbrokendownthealtarofBaal,
and because he has cut down the Asherah
that was by it.”

31 Joashsaid toallwhostoodagainsthim,
“Will you contend for Baal? Or will you
save him? Hewhowill contend for him, let
him be put to death by morning! If he is a
god, let him contend for himself, because
someone has broken down his altar!”

32 Therefore on that day he named
him Jerub-Baal,† saying, “Let Baal contend
against him, because he has broken down
his altar.”

33 Then all the Midianites and the
Amalekites and the children of the east
assembled themselves together; and they
passed over, and encamped in the valley
of Jezreel.

34 But Yahweh’s Spirit came on Gideon,
and he blew a trumpet; and Abiezer was
gathered together to follow him.

35 He sent messengers throughout all
Manasseh, and they alsowere gathered to-
gether to follow him. He sent messengers
to Asher, to Zebulun, and to Naphtali; and
they came up tomeet them.

36 Gideon said to God, “If you will save
Israel bymy hand, as you have spoken,

37 behold, I will put a fleece of wool on
the threshing floor. If there is dew on the
fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground,
then I’ll know that you will save Israel by
my hand, as you have spoken.”

38 It was so; for he rose up early on the
next day, and pressed the fleece together,
andwrung thedewoutof thefleece, abowl
full of water.

39 Gideon said to God, “Don’t let your
anger be kindled against me, and I will
speak but this once. Please let me make a
trial just this once with the fleece. Let it
now be dry only on the fleece, and on all
the ground let there be dew.”

40God did so that night; for it was dry on
the fleece only, and there was dew on all
the ground.

7
1Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all

the people who were with him, rose up
early and encamped beside the spring of
Harod. Midian’s camp was on the north
side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the
valley.

2 Yahweh said to Gideon, “The people
who are with you are too many for me to
give the Midianites into their hand, lest
Israel brag against me, saying, ‘My own
hand has savedme.’

3Now therefore proclaim in the ears of
the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and
trembling, let him return and depart from
Mount Gilead.’ ” So twenty-two thousand

§ 6:24 or, Yahweh Shalom † 6:32 “Jerub-Baal”means “Let Baal contend”.
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of the people returned, and ten thousand
remained.

4Yahweh said to Gideon, “There are still
too many people. Bring them down to the
water, and I will test them for you there. It
shall be, that those whom I tell you, ‘This
shall go with you,’ shall go with you; and
whoever I tell you, ‘This shall not go with
you,’ shall not go.”

5 So he brought down the people to the
water; and Yahweh said to Gideon, “Every-
one who laps of the water with his tongue,
likeadog laps, youshall sethimbyhimself;
likewise everyone who bows down on his
knees to drink.”

6 The number of those who lapped,
putting their hand to their mouth, was
three hundred men; but all the rest of
the people bowed down on their knees to
drink water.

7Yahweh said to Gideon, “I will save you
by the three hundred men who lapped,
and deliver theMidianites into your hand.
Let all the other people go, each to his own
place.”

8 So the people took food in their hand,
and their trumpets; and he sent all the rest
of the men of Israel to their own tents, but
retained the three hundred men; and the
camp of Midian was beneath him in the
valley.

9 That same night, Yahweh said to him,
“Arise, go down into the camp, for I have
delivered it into your hand.

10 But if you are afraid to go down,
go with Purah your servant down to the
camp.

11 You will hear what they say; and af-
terward your hands will be strengthened
to go down into the camp.” Then went he
down with Purah his servant to the outer-
most part of the armed men who were in
the camp.

12 The Midianites and the Amalekites
and all the children of the east lay along
in the valley like locusts formultitude; and
their camels were without number, as the
sand which is on the seashore for multi-
tude.

13WhenGideon had come, behold, there
was a man telling a dream to his fellow.
He said, “Behold, I dreamed a dream; and

behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled
into the camp of Midian, came to the tent,
and struck it so that it fell, and turned it
upside down, so that the tent lay flat.”

14His fellow answered, “This is nothing
other than the sword of Gideon the son of
Joash, a man of Israel. God has delivered
Midian into his hand, with all the army.”

15 It was so, when Gideon heard the
telling of the dream and its interpretation,
that he worshiped. Then he returned into
the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for
Yahweh has delivered the army of Midian
into your hand!”

16 He divided the three hundred men
into three companies, and he put into the
hands of all of them trumpets and empty
pitchers, with torches within the pitchers.

17 He said to them, “Watch me, and do
likewise. Behold, when I come to the out-
ermost part of the camp, it shall be that, as
I do, so you shall do.

18WhenIblowthe trumpet, I andallwho
are with me, then blow the trumpets also
on every side of all the camp, and shout,
‘For Yahweh and for Gideon!’ ”

19 So Gideon and the hundred men who
were with him came to the outermost part
of the camp in the beginning of themiddle
watch, when they had but newly set the
watch. Then they blew the trumpets and
broke in pieces the pitchers that were in
their hands.

20 The three companies blew the trum-
pets, broke the pitchers, and held the
torches in their left hands and the trum-
pets in their right hands with which to
blow; and they shouted, “The sword of
Yahweh and of Gideon!”

21 They each stood in his place around
the camp, and all the army ran; and they
shouted, and put them to flight.

22 They blew the three hundred trum-
pets, and Yahweh set every man’s sword
against his fellow and against all the army;
and the army fled as far as Beth Shittah
toward Zererah, as far as the border of
Abel Meholah, by Tabbath.

23 The men of Israel were gathered to-
gether out of Naphtali, out of Asher, and
out of all Manasseh, and pursuedMidian.
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24 Gideon sent messengers throughout
all the hill country of Ephraim, saying,
“Come down against Midian and take the
waters before them as far as Beth Barah,
even the Jordan!” So all the men of
Ephraimwere gathered together and took
the waters as far as Beth Barah, even the
Jordan.

25 They took the two princes of Midian,
Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at Oreb’s
rock, and Zeeb they killed at Zeeb’s wine
press, as they pursued Midian. Then they
brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to
Gideon beyond the Jordan.

8
1Themen of Ephraim said to him, “Why

have you treated us this way, that you
didn’t call us when you went to fight with
Midian?” They rebuked him sharply.

2Hesaid to them, “Whathave Inowdone
in comparisonwith you? Isn’t the gleaning
of the grapes of Ephraim better than the
vintage of Abiezer?

3 God has delivered into your hand the
princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb! What
was I able to do in comparison with you?”
Then their anger was abated toward him
when he had said that.

4Gideon came to the Jordan and passed
over, he and the three hundred men who
were with him, faint, yet pursuing.

5He said to the men of Succoth, “Please
give loaves of bread to the people who
follow me; for they are faint, and I am
pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna, the
kings of Midian.”

6 The princes of Succoth said, “Are the
handsofZebahandZalmunnanowinyour
hand, that we should give bread to your
army?”

7Gideon said, “Therefore when Yahweh
has delivered Zebah and Zalmunna into
my hand, then I will tear your flesh with
the thorns of the wilderness and with
briers.”

8He went up there to Penuel, and spoke
to them in the same way; and the men
of Penuel answered him as the men of
Succoth had answered.

9 He spoke also to the men of Penuel,
saying, “When I come again in peace, I will
break down this tower.”

10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in
Karkor, and their armies with them, about
fifteen thousand men, all who were left of
all the army of the children of the east; for
there fell one hundred twenty thousand
menwho drew sword.

11 Gideon went up by the way of those
who lived in tents on the east of Nobah
and Jogbehah, and struck the army; for the
army felt secure.

12Zebah and Zalmunna fled and he pur-
sued them. He took the two kings of Mid-
ian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and confused
all the army.

13Gideon the son of Joash returned from
the battle from the ascent of Heres.

14 He caught a young man of the men
of Succoth, and inquired of him; and he
described for him the princes of Succoth,
and its elders, seventy-sevenmen.

15 He came to the men of Succoth, and
said, “See Zebah and Zalmunna, concern-
ingwhomyou tauntedme, saying, ‘Are the
handsofZebahandZalmunnanowinyour
hand, that we should give bread to your
menwho are weary?’ ”

16 He took the elders of the city, and
thorns of the wilderness and briers, and
with them he taught themen of Succoth.

17 He broke down the tower of Penuel,
and killed themen of the city.

18Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna,
“What kind of men were they whom you
killed at Tabor?”
They answered, “They were like you.

They all resembled the children of a king.”
19He said, “They were my brothers, the

sons of mymother. As Yahweh lives, if you
had saved themalive, Iwouldnot kill you.”

20He said to Jether his firstborn, “Get up
and kill them!” But the youth didn’t draw
his sword; for he was afraid, because he
was yet a youth.

21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, “You
rise and fall on us; for as the man is, so is
his strength.” Gideon arose, and killed Ze-
bah and Zalmunna, and took the crescents
that were on their camels’ necks.
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22Then the men of Israel said to Gideon,
“Rule overus, bothyou, your son, andyour
son’s son also; for you have saved us out of
the hand of Midian.”

23 Gideon said to them, “I will not rule
over you, neither shall my son rule over
you. Yahweh shall rule over you.”

24 Gideon said to them, “I do have a re-
quest: that you would each give me the
earrings of his plunder.” (For they had
golden earrings, because they were Ish-
maelites.)

25 They answered, “We will willingly
give them.” They spread a garment, and
every man threw the earrings of his plun-
der into it.

26Theweight of the golden earrings that
he requested was one thousand and seven
hundred shekels† of gold, in addition to
the crescents, and the pendants, and the
purple clothing that was on the kings of
Midian, and in addition to the chains that
were about their camels’ necks.

27 Gideon made an ephod out of it, and
put it in Ophrah, his city. Then all Israel
played the prostitute with it there; and it
becamea snare toGideonand tohis house.

28 So Midian was subdued before the
children of Israel, and they lifted up their
heads no more. The land had rest forty
years in the days of Gideon.

29 Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and
lived in his own house.

30 Gideon had seventy sons conceived
from his body, for he hadmanywives.

31 His concubine who was in Shechem
also bore him a son, and he named him
Abimelech.

32 Gideon the son of Joash died in a
good old age, and was buried in the tomb
of Joash his father, in Ophrah of the
Abiezrites.

33As soon as Gideon was dead, the chil-
dren of Israel turned again and played the
prostitute following the Baals, and made
Baal Berith their god.

34 The children of Israel didn’t remem-
ber Yahweh their God, who had delivered
them out of the hand of all their enemies
on every side;

35neither did they show kindness to the
house of Jerubbaal, that is, Gideon, accord-
ing toall thegoodnesswhichhehadshown
to Israel.

9
1 Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went

to Shechem to his mother’s brothers, and
spoke with them andwith all the family of
the house of his mother’s father, saying,

2 “Please speak in the ears of all the men
of Shechem, ‘Is it better for you that all
the sons of Jerubbaal, who are seventy
persons, rule over you, or that one rule
over you?’ Remember also that I am your
bone and your flesh.”

3His mother’s brothers spoke of him in
the ears of all the men of Shechem all
these words. Their hearts inclined to fol-
low Abimelech; for they said, “He is our
brother.”

4 They gave him seventy pieces of silver
out of the house of Baal Berith, withwhich
Abimelech hired vain and reckless fellows
who followed him.

5Hewent tohis father’shouseatOphrah,
and killed his brothers the sons of Jerub-
baal, being seventy persons, on one stone;
but Jotham the youngest son of Jerubbaal
was left, for he hid himself.

6 All the men of Shechem assembled
themselves together with all the house
of Millo, and went and made Abimelech
king by the oak of the pillar that was in
Shechem.

7 When they told it to Jotham, he went
and stood on the top ofMount Gerizimand
lifted up his voice, cried out, and said to
them, “Listen to me, you men of Shechem,
that Godmay listen to you.

8 The trees set out to anoint a king over
themselves. They said to the olive tree,
‘Reign over us.’

9 “But the olive tree said to them, ‘Should
I stop producing my oil, with which they
honor God andman byme, and go towave
back and forth over the trees?’

10 “The trees said to the fig tree, ‘Come
and reign over us.’

11 “But the fig tree said to them, ‘Should
I leave my sweetness, and my good fruit,

† 8:26 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 1700 shekels is about 17 kilograms or 37.4 pounds.
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and go to wave back and forth over the
trees?’

12 “The trees said to the vine, ‘Come and
reign over us.’

13 “The vine said to them, ‘Should I leave
my newwine, which cheers God andman,
and go to wave back and forth over the
trees?’

14 “Then all the trees said to the bramble,
‘Come and reign over us.’

15 “The bramble said to the trees, ‘If in
truth you anoint me king over you, then
come and take refuge in my shade; and if
not, let fire come out of the bramble, and
devour the cedars of Lebanon.’

16“Now therefore, if youhavedealt truly
and righteously, in that you have made
Abimelech king, and if you have dealt well
with Jerubbaal and his house, and have
done to him according to the deserving of
his hands

17 (for my father fought for you, risked
his life, and delivered you out of the hand
of Midian;

18 and you have risen up against my fa-
ther’s house today and have slain his sons,
seventy persons, on one stone, and have
made Abimelech, the son of his female
servant, king over the men of Shechem,
because he is your brother);

19 if you then have dealt truly and righ-
teously with Jerubbaal and with his house
today, then rejoice in Abimelech, and let
him also rejoice in you;

20but if not, let fire come out fromAbim-
elech and devour themen of Shechem and
the house of Millo; and let fire come out
from the men of Shechem and from the
house of Millo and devour Abimelech.”

21 Jotham ran away and fled, and went
to Beer† and lived there, for fear of Abim-
elech his brother.

22 Abimelech was prince over Israel
three years.

23 Then God sent an evil spirit between
Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and
the men of Shechem dealt treacherously
with Abimelech,

24 that the violence done to the seventy
sons of Jerubbaal might come, and that
their blood might be laid on Abimelech

their brother who killed them, and on the
men of Shechem who strengthened his
hands to kill his brothers.

25 The men of Shechem set an ambush
for him on the tops of the mountains, and
they robbed all who came along that way
by them; and Abimelech was told about it.

26 Gaal the son of Ebed came with his
brothers and went over to Shechem; and
themen of Shechem put their trust in him.

27 They went out into the field, har-
vested their vineyards, trod the grapes,
celebrated, and went into the house of
their god and ate and drank, and cursed
Abimelech.

28 Gaal the son of Ebed said, “Who is
Abimelech, and who is Shechem, that we
should servehim? Isn’t he the sonof Jerub-
baal? Isn’t Zebulhis officer? Serve themen
of Hamor the father of Shechem, but why
should we serve him?

29 I wish that this people were under my
hand! Then I would remove Abimelech.”
He said toAbimelech, “Increase your army
and come out!”

30When Zebul the ruler of the city heard
thewordsofGaal the sonofEbed, hisanger
burned.

31 He sent messengers to Abimelech
craftily, saying, “Behold, Gaal the son
of Ebed and his brothers have come to
Shechem; and behold, they incite the city
against you.

32Nowtherefore, goupbynight, youand
the people who are with you, and lie in
wait in the field.

33 It shall be that in themorning, as soon
as the sun is up, you shall rise early and
rush on the city. Behold, when he and the
people who arewith him come out against
you, then may you do to them as you shall
find occasion.”

34Abimelech rose up, and all the people
whowerewith him, bynight, and they laid
wait against Shechem in four companies.

35 Gaal the son of Ebed went out, and
stood in the entrance of the gate of the city.
Abimelech rose up, and the people who
were with him, from the ambush.

36When Gaal saw the people, he said to
Zebul, “Behold, people are coming down

† 9:21 “Beer” is Hebrew for “well”, i.e., a village named for its well.
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from the tops of themountains.”
Zebul said to him, “You see the shadows

of themountains as if they weremen.”
37 Gaal spoke again and said, “Behold,

people are coming down by the middle of
the land, and one company comes by the
way of the oak of Meonenim.”

38Then Zebul said to him, “Nowwhere is
your mouth, that you said, ‘Who is Abim-
elech, that we should serve him?’ Isn’t this
the people that you have despised? Please
go out now and fight with them.”

39 Gaal went out before the men of
Shechem, and fought with Abimelech.

40 Abimelech chased him, and he fled
before him, and many fell wounded, even
to the entrance of the gate.

41Abimelech livedatArumah; andZebul
drove out Gaal and his brothers, that they
should not dwell in Shechem.

42 On the next day, the people went out
into the field; and they told Abimelech.

43He took the people and divided them
into three companies, and laid wait in the
field; and he looked, and behold, the peo-
ple came out of the city. So, he rose up
against them and struck them.

44 Abimelech and the companies that
were with him rushed forward and stood
in the entrance of the gate of the city; and
the two companies rushedonallwhowere
in the field and struck them.

45 Abimelech fought against the city all
that day; and he took the city and killed
the people in it. He beat down the city and
sowed it with salt.

46 When all the men of the tower of
Shechem heard of it, they entered into the
stronghold of the house of Elberith.

47 Abimelech was told that all the men
of the tower of Shechem were gathered
together.

48Abimelech went up to Mount Zalmon,
he and all the people who were with him;
and Abimelech took an ax in his hand, and
cut down a bough from the trees, and took
it up, and laid it on his shoulder. Then
he said to the people who were with him,
“What you have seen me do, make haste,
and do as I have done!”

49All the people likewise each cut down
his bough, followed Abimelech, and put

them at the base of the stronghold, and set
the stronghold on fire over them, so that
all the people of the tower of Shechemdied
also, about a thousandmen andwomen.

50 Then Abimelech went to Thebez and
encamped against Thebez, and took it.

51 But there was a strong tower within
the city, and all themen andwomen of the
city fled there, and shut themselves in, and
went up to the roof of the tower.

52 Abimelech came to the tower and
fought against it, and came near to the
door of the tower to burn it with fire.

53 A certain woman cast an upper mill-
stone on Abimelech’s head, and broke his
skull.

54 Then he called hastily to the young
man, his armor bearer, and said to him,
“Draw your sword and kill me, that men
not say of me, ‘A woman killed him.’ His
young man thrust him through, and he
died.”

55When themenof Israel saw thatAbim-
elech was dead, they each departed to his
place.

56 Thus God repaid the wickedness of
Abimelech, which he did to his father in
killing his seventy brothers;

57 and God repaid all the wickedness of
the men of Shechem on their heads; and
the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal
came on them.

10
1After Abimelech, Tola the son of Puah,

the son of Dodo, aman of Issachar, arose to
save Israel. He lived in Shamir in the hill
country of Ephraim.

2 He judged Israel twenty-three years,
and died, and was buried in Shamir.

3After him Jair, the Gileadite, arose. He
judged Israel twenty-two years.

4He had thirty sons who rode on thirty
donkey colts. They had thirty cities, which
are called Havvoth Jair to this day, which
are in the land of Gilead.

5 Jair died, and was buried in Kamon.
6 The children of Israel again did that

which was evil in Yahweh’s sight, and
served theBaals, theAshtaroth, the gods of
Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab,
the godsof the childrenofAmmon, and the
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gods of the Philistines. They abandoned
Yahweh, and didn’t serve him.

7 Yahweh’s anger burned against Israel,
and he sold them into the hand of the
Philistines and into the hand of the chil-
dren of Ammon.

8 They troubled and oppressed the chil-
dren of Israel that year. For eighteen years
they oppressed all the children of Israel
that were beyond the Jordan in the land of
the Amorites, which is in Gilead.

9 The children of Ammon passed over
the Jordan to fight also against Judah, and
against Benjamin, and against the house
of Ephraim, so that Israel was very dis-
tressed.

10The children of Israel cried to Yahweh,
saying, “We have sinned against you, even
because we have forsaken our God, and
have served the Baals.”

11 Yahweh said to the children of Israel,
“Didn’t I save you from the Egyptians, and
from the Amorites, from the children of
Ammon, and from the Philistines?

12 The Sidonians also, and the
Amalekites, and the Maonites, oppressed
you; and you cried to me, and I saved you
out of their hand.

13 Yet you have forsaken me and served
other gods. Therefore I will save you no
more.

14Go and cry to the godswhich you have
chosen. Let them save you in the time of
your distress!”

15 The children of Israel said to Yahweh,
“Wehave sinned! Do touswhatever seems
good to you; only deliver us, please, today.”

16 They put away the foreign gods from
among them and served Yahweh; and his
soul was grieved for themisery of Israel.

17 Then the children of Ammon were
gathered together and encamped in
Gilead. The children of Israel assembled
themselves together and encamped in
Mizpah.

18The people, the princes of Gilead, said
to one another, “Who is the man who will
begin to fight against the children of Am-
mon? He shall be head over all the inhabi-
tants of Gilead.”

11
1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a

mighty man of valor. He was the son of
a prostitute. Gilead became the father of
Jephthah.

2Gilead’s wife bore him sons. When his
wife’s sons grew up, they drove Jephthah
out and said to him, “You will not inherit
in our father’s house, for you are the son
of another woman.”

3 Then Jephthah fled from his brothers
and lived in the land of Tob. Outlaws
joined up with Jephthah, and they went
out with him.

4 After a while, the children of Ammon
made war against Israel.

5 When the children of Ammon made
war against Israel, the elders of Gilead
went to get Jephthah out of the land of Tob.

6 They said to Jephthah, “Come and be
our chief, that we may fight with the chil-
dren of Ammon.”

7 Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead,
“Didn’t you hate me, and drive me out of
my father’s house? Why have you come to
me nowwhen you are in distress?”

8 The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah,
“Therefore we have turned again to you
now, that you may go with us and fight
with the children of Ammon. You will
be our head over all the inhabitants of
Gilead.”

9 Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “If
you bring me home again to fight with the
children of Ammon, and Yahweh delivers
them before me, will I be your head?”

10 The elders of Gilead said to Jeph-
thah, “Yahwehwill bewitness between us.
Surely we will do what you say.”

11 Then Jephthah went with the elders
of Gilead, and the people made him head
andchiefover them. Jephthahspokeallhis
words before Yahweh inMizpah.

12 Jephthah sent messengers to the king
of the children of Ammon, saying, “What
do you have to do with me, that you have
come tome to fight against my land?”

13The king of the children of Ammonan-
swered the messengers of Jephthah, “Be-
cause Israel took away my land when he
came up out of Egypt, from the Arnon
even to the Jabbok, and to the Jordan.
Now therefore restore that territory again
peaceably.”
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14 Jephthah sentmessengers again to the
king of the children of Ammon;

15 and he said to him, “Jephthah says:
Israel didn’t take away the land of Moab,
nor the land of the children of Ammon;

16 but when they came up from Egypt,
and Israel went through the wilderness to
the Red Sea, and came to Kadesh,

17 then Israel sent messengers to the
king of Edom, saying, ‘Please let me pass
through your land;’ but the king of Edom
didn’t listen. In the same way, he sent to
the king of Moab, but he refused; so Israel
stayed in Kadesh.

18 Then they went through the wilder-
ness, and went around the land of Edom,
and the land of Moab, and came by the
east side of the land of Moab, and they
encamped on the other side of the Arnon;
but they didn’t come within the border of
Moab, for the Arnon was the border of
Moab.

19 Israel sentmessengers to Sihonkingof
the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and Is-
rael said to him, ‘Please let us pass through
your land tomy place.’

20 But Sihon didn’t trust Israel to pass
through his border; but Sihon gathered
all his people together, and encamped in
Jahaz, and fought against Israel.

21 Yahweh, the God of Israel, delivered
Sihon and all his people into the hand of
Israel, and they struck them. So Israel
possessed all the land of the Amorites, the
inhabitants of that country.

22 They possessed all the border of the
Amorites, from the Arnon even to the Jab-
bok, and from the wilderness even to the
Jordan.

23 So now Yahweh, the God of Israel,
hasdispossessed theAmorites frombefore
his people Israel, and should you possess
them?

24 Won’t you possess that which
Chemosh your god gives you to possess?
So whoever Yahweh our God has dis-
possessed from before us, them will we
possess.

25 Now are you anything better than
Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did
he ever strive against Israel, or did he ever

fight against them?
26 Israel lived in Heshbon and its towns,

and in Aroer and its towns, and in all the
cities that are along the side of the Arnon
for three hundred years! Why didn’t you
recover themwithin that time?

27 Therefore I have not sinned against
you, but you do me wrong to war against
me. May Yahweh the Judge be judge today
between the childrenof Israel and the chil-
dren of Ammon.”

28 However, the king of the children of
Ammon didn’t listen to the words of Jeph-
thah which he sent him.

29 Then Yahweh’s Spirit came on Jeph-
thah, and he passed over Gilead and Man-
asseh, and passed over Mizpah of Gilead,
and fromMizpah of Gilead he passed over
to the children of Ammon.

30 Jephthahvowedavow toYahweh, and
said, “If you will indeed deliver the chil-
dren of Ammon into my hand,

31 then it shall be, that whatever comes
out of the doors of my house to meet me
when I return in peace from the children
of Ammon, it shall be Yahweh’s, and I will
offer it up for a burnt offering.”

32 So Jephthah passed over to the chil-
dren of Ammon to fight against them; and
Yahweh delivered them into his hand.

33He struck them from Aroer until you
come toMinnith, even twenty cities, and to
Abelcheramim, with a very great slaugh-
ter. So the children of Ammon were sub-
dued before the children of Israel.

34 Jephthah came toMizpah to his house;
and behold, his daughter came out tomeet
him with tambourines and with dances.
She was his only child. Besides her he had
neither son nor daughter.

35When he saw her, he tore his clothes,
and said, “Alas, my daughter! You have
brought me very low, and you are one of
those who trouble me; for I have opened
mymouth to Yahweh, and I can’t go back.”

36 She said to him, “My father, you have
opened your mouth to Yahweh; do to me
according to thatwhich has proceeded out
of your mouth, because Yahweh has taken
vengeance for you on your enemies, even
on the children of Ammon.”
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37 Then she said to her father, “Let this
thing be done for me. Leave me alone two
months, that I may depart and go down on
the mountains, and bewail my virginity, I
andmy companions.”

38 He said, “Go.” He sent her away for
twomonths; andshedeparted, sheandher
companions, and mourned her virginity
on themountains.

39At theendof twomonths, she returned
to her father, who did with her according
to his vowwhich he had vowed. She was a
virgin. It became a custom in Israel

40 that the daughters of Israel went
yearly to celebrate the daughter of Jeph-
thah the Gileadite four days in a year.

12
1 The men of Ephraim were gathered

together, and passed northward; and they
said to Jephthah, “Whydidyoupassover to
fight against the children of Ammon, and
didn’t call us to go with you? We will burn
your house around youwith fire!”

2 Jephthahsaid to them, “I andmypeople
were at great strife with the children of
Ammon; andwhen I called you, you didn’t
saveme out of their hand.

3When I saw that you didn’t save me, I
put my life in my hand, and passed over
against the children of Ammon, and Yah-
weh delivered them into my hand. Why
thenhaveyoucomeup tome today, tofight
against me?”

4 Then Jephthah gathered together
all the men of Gilead, and fought with
Ephraim. The men of Gilead struck
Ephraim, because they said, “You are
fugitives of Ephraim, you Gileadites, in the
middle of Ephraim, and in the middle of
Manasseh.”

5The Gileadites took the fords of the Jor-
dan against the Ephraimites. Whenever a
fugitive of Ephraim said, “Let me go over,”
the men of Gilead said to him, “Are you an
Ephraimite?” If he said, “No;”

6 then they said to him, “Now say ‘Shib-
boleth;’ ” and he said “Sibboleth”; for he
couldn’t manage to pronounce it correctly,
then they seized him and killed him at the

fords of the Jordan. At that time, forty-two
thousand of Ephraim fell.

7 Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then
Jephthah the Gileadite died, and was
buried in the cities of Gilead.

8 After him Ibzan of Bethlehem judged
Israel.

9 He had thirty sons. He sent his thirty
daughters outside his clan, and he brought
in thirty daughters from outside his clan
for his sons. He judged Israel seven years.

10 Ibzan died, and was buried at Bethle-
hem.

11After him, Elon the Zebulunite judged
Israel; and he judged Israel ten years.

12 Elon the Zebulunite died, and was
buried in Aijalon in the land of Zebulun.

13After him, Abdon the son of Hillel the
Pirathonite judged Israel.

14Hehad forty sons and thirty sons’ sons
who rode on seventy donkey colts. He
judged Israel eight years.

15Abdon the son ofHillel the Pirathonite
died, and was buried in Pirathon in the
land of Ephraim, in the hill country of the
Amalekites.

13
1 The children of Israel again did that

whichwas evil in Yahweh’s sight; and Yah-
weh delivered them into the hand of the
Philistines forty years.

2 There was a certain man of Zorah, of
the family of the Danites, whose namewas
Manoah; and his wife was barren, and
childless.

3 Yahweh’s angel appeared to the
woman, and said to her, “See now, you
are barren and childless; but you shall
conceive and bear a son.

4 Now therefore please beware and
drink no wine nor strong drink, and don’t
eat any unclean thing;

5 for, behold, you shall conceive and give
birth to a son. No razor shall come on his
head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to
God from thewomb. He shall begin to save
Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.”

6 Then the woman came and told her
husband, saying, “A man of God came to
me, and his face was like the face of the
angel of God, very awesome. I didn’t ask
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himwhere hewas from, neither did he tell
me his name;

7 but he said to me, ‘Behold, you shall
conceive andbear a son; andnowdrinkno
wine nor strong drink. Don’t eat any un-
clean thing, for the child shall be aNazirite
to God from the womb to the day of his
death.’ ”

8 Then Manoah entreated Yahweh, and
said, “Oh, Lord, please let the man of God
whomyousent comeagain tous, and teach
uswhatweshoulddo to the childwhoshall
be born.”

9 God listened to the voice of Manoah,
and the angel of God came again to the
woman as she sat in the field; butManoah,
her husband, wasn’t with her.

10The woman hurried and ran, and told
her husband, saying to him, “Behold, the
man who came to me that day has ap-
peared to me.”

11Manoah arose and followed his wife,
and came to theman, and said to him, “Are
you themanwho spoke to mywife?”
He said, “I am.”
12 Manoah said, “Now let your words

happen. What shall the child’s way of life
andmission be?”

13Yahweh’s angel said toManoah, “Of all
that I said to the woman let her beware.

14Shemaynoteatofanything that comes
of the vine, neither let her drink wine or
strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing.
Let her observe all that I commanded her.”

15 Manoah said to Yahweh’s angel,
“Please stay with us, that we may make a
young goat ready for you.”

16 Yahweh’s angel said to Manoah,
“Though you detain me, I won’t eat your
bread. If youwill prepare a burnt offering,
you must offer it to Yahweh.” For Manoah
didn’t know that he was Yahweh’s angel.

17Manoahsaid toYahweh’sangel, “What
is your name, that when your words hap-
pen, wemay honor you?”

18 Yahweh’s angel said to him, “Why do
you ask about my name, since it is incom-
prehensible†?”

19 So Manoah took the young goat with
the meal offering, and offered it on the
rock to Yahweh. Then the angel did an

amazing thing as Manoah and his wife
watched.

20 For when the flame went up toward
the sky from off the altar, Yahweh’s angel
ascended in the flame of the altar. Manoah
andhiswifewatched; and they fell on their
faces to the ground.

21 But Yahweh’s angel didn’t appear to
Manoah or to his wife any more. Then
Manoahknew that hewas Yahweh’s angel.

22 Manoah said to his wife, “We shall
surely die, because we have seen God.”

23 But his wife said to him, “If Yahweh
were pleased to kill us, he wouldn’t have
received a burnt offering and a meal of-
fering at our hand, and he wouldn’t have
shown us all these things, nor would he
have told us such things as these at this
time.”

24 The woman bore a son and named
him Samson. The child grew, and Yahweh
blessed him.

25 Yahweh’s Spirit began to move him
in Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah and Esh-
taol.

14
1SamsonwentdowntoTimnah, andsaw

awoman inTimnahof thedaughters of the
Philistines.

2He came up, and told his father and his
mother, saying, “I have seen a woman in
Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines.
Now therefore get her for me as mywife.”

3 Then his father and his mother said
to him, “Isn’t there a woman among your
brothers’ daughters, or among all my peo-
ple, that you go to take a wife of the uncir-
cumcised Philistines?”
Samson said to his father, “Get her for

me, for she pleases mewell.”
4 But his father and his mother didn’t

know that it was of Yahweh; for he sought
an occasion against the Philistines. Now at
that time the Philistines ruled over Israel.

5 Then Samson went down to Timnah
with his father and his mother, and came
to the vineyards of Timnah; and behold, a
young lion roared at him.

6 Yahweh’s Spirit came mightily on him,
and he tore him as he would have torn
a young goat with his bare hands, but he

† 13:18 or, wonderful
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didn’t tell his father or his mother what he
had done.

7 He went down and talked with the
woman, and she pleased Samsonwell.

8 After a while he returned to take her,
and he went over to see the carcass of the
lion; and behold, there was a swarm of
bees in the body of the lion, and honey.

9He took it into his hands, and went on,
eating as he went. He came to his father
andmotherandgave to them, and theyate,
but he didn’t tell them that he had taken
the honey out of the lion’s body.

10His father went down to the woman;
and Samson made a feast there, for the
youngmen used to do so.

11 When they saw him, they brought
thirty companions to be with him.

12 Samson said to them, “Let me tell you
a riddle now. If you can tell me the answer
within the seven days of the feast, and
find it out, then I will give you thirty linen
garments and thirty changes of clothing;

13 but if you can’t tell me the answer,
then you shall give me thirty linen gar-
ments and thirty changes of clothing.”
They said to him, “Tell us your riddle,

that wemay hear it.”
14He said to them,

“Out of the eater came out food.
Out of the strong cameout sweetness.”

They couldn’t in three days declare the
riddle.

15On the seventh day, they said to Sam-
son’s wife, “Entice your husband, that he
may declare to us the riddle, lest we burn
you and your father’s house with fire.
Have you called us to impoverish us? Isn’t
that so?”

16 Samson’s wife wept before him, and
said, “You just hate me, and don’t love me.
You’ve told a riddle to the children of my
people, and haven’t told it to me.”
He said to her, “Behold, I haven’t toldmy

father or my mother, so why should I tell
you?”

17 She wept before him the seven days,
while their feast lasted; andon the seventh
day, he told her, because she pressed him
severely; and she told the riddle to the
children of her people.

18 The men of the city said to him on
the seventhdaybefore the sunwent down,
“What is sweeter than honey? What is
stronger than a lion?”
He said to them,

“If you hadn’t plowedwithmy heifer,
you wouldn’t have found out my rid-
dle.”

19Yahweh’s Spirit camemightily onhim,
and he went down to Ashkelon and struck
thirty men of them. He took their plun-
der, then gave the changes of clothing to
those who declared the riddle. His anger
burned, and he went up to his father’s
house.

20 But Samson’s wife was given to his
companion, who had been his friend.

15
1 But after a while, in the time of wheat

harvest, Samson visited his wife with a
young goat. He said, “I will go in to my
wife’s room.”
But her father wouldn’t allow him to go

in.
2 Her father said, “I most certainly

thought that you utterly hated her; there-
fore I gave her to your companion. Isn’t
her younger sister more beautiful than
she? Please, take her instead.”

3 Samson said to them, “This time I will
be blameless in the case of the Philistines
when I harm them.”

4 Samson went and caught three hun-
dred foxes, and took torches, and turned
tail to tail, and put a torch in the middle
between every two tails.

5When he had set the torches on fire, he
let them go into the standing grain of the
Philistines, and burned up both the shocks
and the standing grain, and also the olive
groves.

6 Then the Philistines said, “Who has
done this?”
They said, “Samson, the son-in-law of

the Timnite, because he has taken his wife
and given her to his companion.” The
Philistines came up, and burned her and
her father with fire.

7 Samson said to them, “If you behave
like this, surely I will take revenge on you,
and after that I will cease.”
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8 He struck them hip and thigh with a
great slaughter; and he went down and
lived in the cave in Etam’s rock.

9 Then the Philistines went up, en-
camped in Judah, and spread themselves
in Lehi.

10Themenof Judah said, “Whyhave you
come up against us?”
They said, “We have come up to bind

Samson, to do to him as he has done to us.”
11 Then three thousand men of Judah

went down to the cave in Etam’s rock, and
said to Samson, “Don’t you know that the
Philistines are rulers over us? What then
is this that you have done to us?”
He said to them, “As they did to me, so I

have done to them.”
12 They said to him, “We have come

down to bind you, thatwemay deliver you
into the hand of the Philistines.”
Samson said to them, “Swear to me that

you will not attackme yourselves.”
13 They spoke to him, saying, “No, but

we will bind you securely and deliver you
into their hands; but surelywewill not kill
you.” Theyboundhimwith twonewropes,
and brought him up from the rock.

14When he came to Lehi, the Philistines
shouted as they met him. Then Yahweh’s
Spirit camemightily on him, and the ropes
that were on his arms became as flax
that was burned with fire; and his bands
dropped from off his hands.

15He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey,
put out his hand, took it, and struck a
thousandmenwith it.

16 Samson said, “With the jawbone of a
donkey, heaps on heaps; with the jawbone
of adonkey I have struck a thousandmen.”

17 When he had finished speaking, he
threw the jawbone out of his hand; and
that place was called Ramath Lehi.†

18Hewas very thirsty, and called onYah-
weh and said, “You have given this great
deliverance by the hand of your servant;
and now shall I die of thirst, and fall into
the hands of the uncircumcised?”

19 But God split the hollow place that is
in Lehi, and water came out of it. When
hehaddrunk, his spirit cameagain, andhe

revived. Therefore its name was called En
Hakkore, which is in Lehi, to this day.

20 He judged Israel twenty years in the
days of the Philistines.

16
1 Samson went to Gaza, and saw there a

prostitute, and went in to her.
2 The Gazites were told, “Samson is

here!” They surrounded him and laidwait
for him all night in the gate of the city, and
were quiet all the night, saying, “Wait until
morning light; then wewill kill him.”

3 Samson lay until midnight, then arose
at midnight and took hold of the doors of
the gate of the city, with the two posts,
and plucked them up, bar and all, and put
themonhis shouldersandcarried themup
to the top of the mountain that is before
Hebron.

4 It came to pass afterward that he loved
a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose
namewas Delilah.

5 The lords of the Philistines came up to
her and said to her, “Entice him, and see in
which his great strength lies, and by what
means we may prevail against him, that
we may bind him to afflict him; and we
will each give you eleven hundred pieces
of silver.”

6Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me
where your great strength lies, and what
youmight be bound to afflict you.”

7 Samson said to her, “If they bind me
with seven green cords that were never
dried, then shall I becomeweak, and be as
another man.”

8 Then the lords of the Philistines
brought up toher seven green cordswhich
had not been dried, and she bound him
with them.

9 Now she had an ambush waiting in
the inner room. She said to him, “The
Philistines are on you, Samson!” He broke
the cords as a flax thread is broken when
it touches the fire. So his strength was not
known.

10 Delilah said to Samson, “Behold, you
have mocked me, and told me lies. Now
please tell me how youmight be bound.”

† 15:17 “Ramath”means “hill” and “Lehi”means “jawbone”.
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11 He said to her, “If they only bind me
with new ropes with which no work has
been done, then I will become weak, and
be as another man.”

12 So Delilah took new ropes and bound
him with them, then said to him, “The
Philistines are on you, Samson!” The am-
bush was waiting in the inner room. He
broke them off his arms like a thread.

13 Delilah said to Samson, “Until now,
you havemockedme and told me lies. Tell
me with what youmight be bound.”
He said to her, “If you weave the seven

locks of my head with the fabric on the
loom.”

14She fastened itwith thepin, andsaid to
him, “The Philistines are on you, Samson!”
He awakened out of his sleep, and plucked
away the pin of the beam and the fabric.

15 She said to him, “How can you say, ‘I
love you,’when your heart is not withme?
You have mocked me these three times,
and have not told me where your great
strength lies.”

16When she pressed him daily with her
words and urged him, his soul was trou-
bled to death.

17 He told her all his heart and said to
her, “No razor has ever come on my head;
for I have been a Nazirite to God from my
mother’s womb. If I am shaved, then my
strengthwill go frommeand Iwill become
weak, and be like any other man.”

18WhenDelilah saw that he had told her
all his heart, she sent and called for the
lords of the Philistines, saying, “Come up
this once, for he has told me all his heart.”
Then the lords of the Philistines cameup to
her and brought themoney in their hand.

19Shemade him sleep on her knees; and
she called for a man and shaved off the
seven locks of his head; and she began
to afflict him, and his strength went from
him.

20 She said, “The Philistines are upon
you, Samson!”
He awoke out of his sleep, and said, “I

will go out as at other times, and shakemy-
self free.” But he didn’t know that Yahweh
had departed from him.

21 The Philistines laid hold on him and
put out his eyes; and they brought him

down to Gaza and bound him with fetters
of bronze; and he ground at the mill in the
prison.

22However, the hair of his head began to
grow again after he was shaved.

23 The lords of the Philistines gathered
together to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon
their god, and to rejoice; for they said, “Our
god has delivered Samson our enemy into
our hand.”

24 When the people saw him, they
praised their god; for they said, “Our god
hasdeliveredourenemyand thedestroyer
of our country, who has slain many of us,
into our hand.”

25 When their hearts were merry, they
said, “Call for Samson, that he may enter-
tain us.” They called for Samson out of
theprison; andheperformedbefore them.
They set him between the pillars;

26 and Samson said to the boy who held
him by the hand, “Allow me to feel the
pillars onwhich the house rests, that Imay
lean on them.”

27 Now the house was full of men and
women; and all the lords of the Philistines
were there; and there were on the roof
about three thousand men and women,
who sawwhile Samson performed.

28 Samson called to Yahweh, and said,
“Lord Yahweh, remember me, please, and
strengthenme, please, only this once, God,
that I may be at once avenged of the
Philistines for my two eyes.”

29 Samson took hold of the two mid-
dle pillars on which the house rested and
leaned on them, the one with his right
hand and the other with his left.

30 Samson said, “Let me die with the
Philistines!” He bowed himself with all his
might; and the house fell on the lords, and
on all the people who were in it. So the
dead that he killed at his death were more
than those who he killed in his life.

31 Then his brothers and all the house
of his father came down and took him,
and brought him up and buried him be-
tween Zorah and Eshtaol in the burial site
of Manoah his father. He judged Israel
twenty years.

17
1 There was a man of the hill country of
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Ephraim, whose namewasMicah.
2He said to hismother, “The eleven hun-

dred pieces of silver that were taken from
you, about which you uttered a curse, and
also spoke it in my ears—behold, the silver
is withme. I took it.”
His mother said, “May Yahweh bless my

son!”
3He restored the eleven hundred pieces

of silver to his mother, then his mother
said, “Imost certainlydedicate the silver to
Yahweh frommyhand formy son, tomake
a carved image and a molten image. Now
therefore I will restore it to you.”

4 When he restored the money to his
mother, his mother took two hundred
pieces of silver, and gave them to a silver-
smith, who made a carved image and a
molten image out of it. It was in the house
of Micah.

5 The man Micah had a house of gods,
andhemadeanephod, and teraphim,†and
consecrated one of his sons, who became
his priest.

6 In those days there was no king in Is-
rael. Everyone did that which was right in
his own eyes.

7 There was a young man out of Bethle-
hemJudah, of the familyof Judah,whowas
a Levite; and he lived there.

8 The man departed out of the city, out
of Bethlehem Judah, to livewherehe could
find a place, and he came to the hill coun-
try of Ephraim, to thehouse ofMicah, as he
traveled.

9 Micah said to him, “Where did you
come from?”
He said to him, “I am a Levite of Bethle-

hem Judah, and I am looking for a place to
live.”

10 Micah said to him, “Dwell with me,
andbe tomea fatherandapriest, and Iwill
give you ten pieces of silver per year, a suit
of clothing, and your food.” So the Levite
went in.

11 The Levite was content to dwell with
theman; and the youngmanwas to him as
one of his sons.

12Micah consecrated the Levite, and the
young man became his priest, and was in
the house of Micah.

13 Then Micah said, “Now I know that
Yahweh will do good to me, since I have a
Levite as my priest.”

18
1 In those days there was no king in Is-

rael. In those days the tribe of the Danites
sought an inheritance to dwell in; for to
that day, their inheritancehadnot fallen to
them among the tribes of Israel.

2 The children of Dan sent five men of
their family from their whole number,
men of valor, from Zorah and from Esh-
taol, to spy out the land and to search it.
They said to them, “Go, explore the land!”
They came to the hill country of

Ephraim, to the house of Micah, and
lodged there.

3When theywere by the house ofMicah,
they knew the voice of the young man the
Levite; so they went over there and said to
him, “Whobroughtyouhere? Whatdoyou
do in this place? What do you have here?”

4 He said to them, “Thus and thus has
Micah dealt withme, and he has hiredme,
and I have become his priest.”

5They said to him, “Please ask counsel of
God, that we may know whether our way
which we go shall be prosperous.”

6 The priest said to them, “Go in peace.
Your way in which you go is before Yah-
weh.”

7 Then the five men departed and came
to Laish and saw the people who were
there, how they lived in safety, in the way
of the Sidonians, quiet and secure; for
there was no one in the land possessing
authority, thatmight put them to shame in
anything, and theywere far from the Sido-
nians, and had no dealings with anyone
else.

8 They came to their brothers at Zo-
rah and Eshtaol; and their brothers asked
them, “What do you say?”

9They said, “Arise, and let’s goupagainst
them; for we have seen the land, and be-
hold, it is very good. Do you stand still?
Don’t be slothful to go and to enter in to
possess the land.

† 17:5 teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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10 When you go, you will come to an
unsuspecting people, and the land is large;
for God has given it into your hand, a place
where there is no lack of anything that is in
the earth.”

11The family of the Danites set out from
Zorah and Eshtaol with six hundred men
armedwith weapons of war.

12 They went up and encamped in
Kiriath Jearim in Judah. Therefore they
call that place Mahaneh Dan to this day.
Behold, it is behind Kiriath Jearim.

13 They passed from there to the hill
countryofEphraim, andcame to thehouse
of Micah.

14Then the fivemenwhowent to spy out
the country of Laish answered and said to
their brothers, “Do you know that there is
in these houses an ephod, and teraphim,†
and a carved image, and a molten image?
Now therefore consider what you have to
do.”

15They went over there and came to the
house of the young Leviteman, even to the
houseofMicah, andaskedhimhowhewas
doing.

16Thesixhundredmenarmedwith their
weapons of war, who were of the children
of Dan, stood by the entrance of the gate.

17 The five men who went to spy out
the land went up, and came in there, and
took the engraved image, the ephod, the
teraphim, and the molten image; and the
priest stood by the entrance of the gate
with the six hundred men armed with
weapons of war.

18When these went into Micah’s house,
and took the engraved image, the ephod,
the teraphim, and the molten image, the
priest said to them, “What are you doing?”

19 They said to him, “Hold your peace,
put your hand on yourmouth, and gowith
us. Be a father and a priest to us. Is it
better for you to be priest to the house of
one man, or to be priest to a tribe and a
family in Israel?”

20 The priest’s heart was glad, and he
took the ephod, the teraphim, and the en-
graved image, and went with the people.

21 So they turned and departed, and put
the little ones, the livestock, and the goods
before them.

22 When they were a good way from
the house of Micah, the men who were in
the houses near Micah’s house gathered
together and overtook the children of Dan.

23 As they called to the children of Dan,
they turned their faces, and said to Micah,
“What ails you, that you come with such a
company?”

24 He said, “You have taken away my
gods which I made, and the priest, and
have gone away! What more do I have?
How can you askme, ‘What ails you?’ ”

25The childrenofDan said to him, “Don’t
let your voice be heard among us, lest an-
gry fellows fall on you, and you lose your
life, with the lives of your household.”

26 The children of Dan went their way;
and when Micah saw that they were too
strong for him, he turned andwent back to
his house.

27They took thatwhichMicahhadmade,
and the priest whom he had, and came
to Laish, to a people quiet and unsuspect-
ing, and struck them with the edge of the
sword; then they burned the city with fire.

28Therewas no deliverer, because it was
far from Sidon, and they had no dealings
with anyone else; and it was in the valley
that lies by Beth Rehob. They built the city
and lived in it.

29 They called the name of the city Dan,
after the name of Dan their father, who
was born to Israel; however the name of
the city used to be Laish.

30 The children of Dan set up for them-
selves the engraved image; and Jonathan,
the son of Gershom, the son of Moses, and
his sons were priests to the tribe of the
Danites until the day of the captivity of the
land.

31 So they set up for themselves Micah’s
engraved image which he made, and it
remainedall the time thatGod’s housewas
in Shiloh.

19
1 In those days, when there was no king

† 18:14 teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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in Israel, there was a certain Levite living
on the farther side of the hill country of
Ephraim, who took for himself a concu-
bine out of Bethlehem Judah.

2 His concubine played the prostitute
against him, and went away from him
to her father’s house to Bethlehem Judah,
and was there for four months.

3Her husband arose and went after her
to speak kindly to her, to bring her again,
having his servant with him and a couple
of donkeys. She brought him into her
father’s house; and when the father of the
young lady saw him, he rejoiced to meet
him.

4 His father-in-law, the young lady’s fa-
ther, kept him there; and he stayed with
him three days. So they ate and drank, and
stayed there.

5 On the fourth day, they got up early
in the morning, and he rose up to depart.
The young lady’s father said to his son-in-
law, “Strengthen your heart with a morsel
of bread, and afterward you shall go your
way.”

6 So they sat down, ate, and drank, both
of them together. Then the young lady’s
father said to the man, “Please be pleased
to stay all night, and let your heart be
merry.”

7 The man rose up to depart; but his
father-in-law urged him, and he stayed
there again.

8 He arose early in the morning on the
fifth day to depart; and the young lady’s
father said, “Please strengthen your heart
and stay until the day declines;” and they
both ate.

9 When the man rose up to depart, he,
and his concubine, and his servant, his
father-in-law, the young lady’s father, said
tohim, “Behold, nowthedaydraws toward
evening, please stay all night. Behold, the
day is ending. Stay here, that your heart
may be merry; and tomorrow go on your
way early, that youmay go home.”

10 But the man wouldn’t stay that night,
but he rose up and went near Jebus (also
called Jerusalem). With himwere a couple
of saddled donkeys. His concubine also
was with him.

11 When they were by Jebus, the day
was far spent; and the servant said to his
master, “Please come and let’s enter into
this city of the Jebusites, and stay in it.”

12 His master said to him, “We won’t
enter into the city of a foreigner that is not
of the children of Israel; but we will pass
over to Gibeah.”

13He said to his servant, “Come and let’s
draw near to one of these places; and we
will lodge in Gibeah, or in Ramah.”

14So they passed on andwent their way;
and the sun went down on them near
Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin.

15 They went over there, to go in to stay
in Gibeah. Hewent in, and sat down in the
street of the city; for therewas no onewho
took them into his house to stay.

16 Behold, an old man came from his
work out of the field at evening. Now the
manwas from the hill country of Ephraim,
and he lived in Gibeah; but the men of the
place were Benjamites.

17 He lifted up his eyes, and saw the
wayfaringman in the street of the city; and
the old man said, “Where are you going?
Where did you come from?”

18He said to him, “We are passing from
Bethlehem Judah to the farther side of the
hill country of Ephraim. I am from there,
and Iwent to Bethlehem Judah. I am going
to Yahweh’s house; and there is no one
who has takenme into his house.

19 Yet there is both straw and feed for
our donkeys; and there is bread and wine
also for me, and for your servant, and for
the young man who is with your servants.
There is no lack of anything.”

20 The old man said, “Peace be to you!
Just let me supply all your needs, but don’t
sleep in the street.”

21 So he brought him into his house,
and gave the donkeys fodder. Then they
washed their feet, and ate and drank.

22 As they were making their hearts
merry, behold, the men of the city, certain
wicked fellows, surrounded the house,
beating at the door; and they spoke to the
master of the house, the old man, saying,
“Bring out the man who came into your
house, that we can have sex with him!”
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23 The man, the master of the house,
went out to them, and said to them, “No,
my brothers, please don’t act so wickedly;
since this man has come into my house,
don’t do this folly.

24 Behold, here is my virgin daughter
and his concubine. I will bring them out
now. Humble them, and do with them
what seems good to you; but to this man
don’t do any such folly.”

25 But the men wouldn’t listen to him;
so the man grabbed his concubine, and
brought her out to them; and they had sex
with her, and abused her all night until the
morning. When the day began to dawn,
they let her go.

26Then thewoman came in the dawning
of the day, and fell down at the door of the
man’s house where her lord was, until it
was light.

27 Her lord rose up in the morning and
opened the doors of the house, and went
out to go his way; and behold, the woman
his concubine had fallen down at the door
of the house, with her hands on the thresh-
old.

28 He said to her, “Get up, and let’s get
going!” butnooneanswered. Thenhe took
herupon thedonkey; and themanroseup,
and went to his place.

29 When he had come into his house,
he took a knife and cut up his concubine,
and divided her, limb by limb, into twelve
pieces, and sent her throughout all the
borders of Israel.

30 Itwas so, that allwhosawit said, “Such
a deed has not been done or seen from the
day that the children of Israel came up out
of the land of Egypt to this day! Consider it,
take counsel, and speak.”

20
1 Then all the children of Israel went

out, and the congregation was assembled
as one man, from Dan even to Beersheba,
with the land of Gilead, to Yahweh at Miz-
pah.

2 The chiefs of all the people, even of
all the tribes of Israel, presented them-
selves in the assembly of the people of
God, four hundred thousand footmenwho
drew sword.

3 (Now the children of Benjamin heard
that the children of Israel had gone up to
Mizpah.) The children of Israel said, “Tell
us, how did this wickedness happen?”

4 The Levite, the husband of the woman
who was murdered, answered, “I came
intoGibeah thatbelongs toBenjamin, I and
my concubine, to spend the night.

5 The men of Gibeah rose against me,
and surrounded the house by night. They
intended to kill me and they raped my
concubine, and she is dead.

6 I took my concubine and cut her in
pieces, and sent her throughout all the
country of the inheritance of Israel; for
theyhave committed lewdness and folly in
Israel.

7 Behold, you children of Israel, all of
you, give here your advice and counsel.”

8All the people arose as oneman, saying,
“None of us will go to his tent, neither will
any of us turn to his house.

9But now this is the thing which we will
do toGibeah: wewill goupagainst it by lot;

10 and we will take ten men of one hun-
dred throughout all the tribes of Israel,
and one hundred of one thousand, and a
thousand out of ten thousand to get food
for thepeople, that theymaydo,when they
come to Gibeah of Benjamin, according to
all the folly that the men of Gibeah have
done in Israel.”

11 So all the men of Israel were gathered
against the city, knit together as oneman.

12 The tribes of Israel sent men through
all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, “What
wickedness is this that has happened
among you?

13Now therefore deliver up themen, the
wicked fellows who are in Gibeah, that we
may put them to death and put away evil
from Israel.”
But Benjamin would not listen to the

voice of their brothers, the children of Is-
rael.

14 The children of Benjamin gathered
themselves together out of the cities to
Gibeah, to go out to battle against the chil-
dren of Israel.

15 The children of Benjamin were
counted on that day out of the cities
twenty-six thousand men who drew the
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sword, in addition to the inhabitants of
Gibeah, whowere counted seven hundred
chosenmen.

16 Among all these soldiers there were
seven hundred chosenmenwhowere left-
handed. Every one of them could sling a
stone at a hair and not miss.

17 The men of Israel, besides Benjamin,
were counted fourhundred thousandmen
who drew sword. All these were men of
war.

18 The children of Israel arose, went up
to Bethel, and asked counsel of God. They
asked, “Whoshall goup forusfirst tobattle
against the children of Benjamin?”
Yahweh said, “Judah first.”
19 The children of Israel rose up in the

morning and encamped against Gibeah.
20 The men of Israel went out to battle

againstBenjamin; and themenof Israel set
the battle in array against them at Gibeah.

21The children of Benjamin came out of
Gibeah, and on that day destroyed twenty-
two thousand of the Israelite men down to
the ground.

22The people, the men of Israel, encour-
aged themselves, and set the battle again
in array in the place where they set them-
selves in array the first day.

23 The children of Israel went up and
wept before Yahweh until evening; and
they asked of Yahweh, saying, “Shall I
again draw near to battle against the chil-
dren of Benjaminmy brother?”
Yahweh said, “Go up against him.”
24 The children of Israel came near

against the children of Benjamin the sec-
ond day.

25 Benjamin went out against them out
of Gibeah the second day, and destroyed
down to the ground of the children of
Israel again eighteen thousand men. All
these drew the sword.

26 Then all the children of Israel and all
the people went up, and came to Bethel,
and wept, and sat there before Yahweh,
and fasted that day until evening; then
they offered burnt offerings and peace of-
ferings before Yahweh.

27 The children of Israel asked Yahweh
(for the ark of the covenant of God was
there in those days,

28 and Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the
son ofAaron, stoodbefore it in those days),
saying, “Shall I yet again go out to bat-
tle against the children of Benjamin my
brother, or shall I cease?”
Yahweh said, “Goup; for tomorrow Iwill

deliver him into your hand.”
29 Israel set ambushesall aroundGibeah.
30The children of Israel went up against

the children of Benjamin on the third
day, and set themselves in array against
Gibeah, as at other times.

31 The children of Benjamin went out
against the people, and were drawn away
from the city; and they began to strike and
kill of the people as at other times, in the
highways, of which one goes up to Bethel
and the other to Gibeah, in the field, about
thirty men of Israel.

32 The children of Benjamin said, “They
are struck down before us, as at the first.”
But the children of Israel said, “Let’s flee,
and draw them away from the city to the
highways.”

33 All the men of Israel rose up out of
their place and set themselves in array
at Baal Tamar. Then the ambushers of
Israel broke out of their place, even out of
Maareh Geba.

34 Ten thousand chosen men out of all
Israel came over against Gibeah, and the
battle was severe; but they didn’t know
that disaster was close to them.

35 Yahweh struck Benjamin before Is-
rael; and the children of Israel destroyed
ofBenjamin that day twenty-five thousand
one hundred men. All these drew the
sword.

36 So the children of Benjamin saw that
they were struck, for the men of Israel
yielded to Benjamin because they trusted
the ambushers whom they had set against
Gibeah.

37 The ambushers hurried, and rushed
onGibeah; then theambushers spreadout,
and struck all the city with the edge of the
sword.

38 Now the appointed sign between the
men of Israel and the ambushers was that
they should make a great cloud of smoke
rise up out of the city.
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39The men of Israel turned in the battle,
and Benjamin began to strike and kill of
the men of Israel about thirty persons; for
they said, “Surely they are struck down
before us, as in the first battle.”

40 But when the cloud began to arise up
out of the city in a pillar of smoke, the Ben-
jamites looked behind them; and behold,
thewhole city went up in smoke to the sky.

41Themen of Israel turned, and themen
of Benjamin were dismayed; for they saw
that disaster had come on them.

42 Therefore they turned their backs be-
fore the men of Israel to the way of the
wilderness, but the battle followed hard
after them; and those who came out of the
cities destroyed them in themiddle of it.

43 They surrounded the Benjamites,
chased them, and trod them down at their
resting place, as far as near Gibeah toward
the sunrise.

44 Eighteen thousand men of Benjamin
fell; all these weremen of valor.

45 They turned and fled toward the
wilderness to the rock of Rimmon. They
gleaned five thousand men of them in the
highways, and followedhard after them to
Gidom, and struck two thousand men of
them.

46 So that all who fell that day of Ben-
jamin were twenty-five thousand men
who drew the sword. All these were men
of valor.

47 But six hundred men turned and fled
toward the wilderness to the rock of Rim-
mon, and stayed in the rock of Rimmon
fourmonths.

48 The men of Israel turned again on
the children of Benjamin, and struck them
with the edge of the sword—including the
entire city, the livestock, and all that they
found. Moreover they set all the cities
which they found on fire.

21
1 Now the men of Israel had sworn in

Mizpah, saying, “None of us will give his
daughter to Benjamin as a wife.”

2Thepeople came toBethel and sat there
until evening before God, and lifted up
their voices, and wept severely.

3 They said, “Yahweh, the God of Israel,
why has this happened in Israel, that there
should be one tribe lacking in Israel to-
day?”

4 On the next day, the people rose early
and built an altar there, and offered burnt
offerings and peace offerings.

5 The children of Israel said, “Who is
there among all the tribes of Israel who
didn’t come up in the assembly to Yah-
weh?” For they had made a great oath
concerning him who didn’t come up to
Yahweh toMizpah, saying, “Heshall surely
be put to death.”

6 The children of Israel grieved for Ben-
jamin their brother, and said, “There is one
tribe cut off from Israel today.

7How shall we provide wives for those
who remain, since we have sworn by Yah-
weh that we will not give them of our
daughters to wives?”

8 They said, “What one is there of the
tribes of Israel who didn’t come up to Yah-
weh to Mizpah?” Behold, no one came
from Jabesh Gilead to the camp to the as-
sembly.

9 For when the people were counted,
behold, therewerenone of the inhabitants
of Jabesh Gilead there.

10 The congregation sent twelve thou-
sand of the most valiant men there, and
commanded them, saying, “Go and strike
the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead with the
edgeof the sword,with thewomenand the
little ones.

11This is the thing that you shall do: you
shall utterly destroy everymale, and every
womanwho has lain with aman.”

12 They found among the inhabitants of
Jabesh Gilead four hundred young virgins
who had not known man by lying with
him; and they brought them to the camp to
Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan.

13 The whole congregation sent and
spoke to the children of Benjamin who
were in the rock of Rimmon, and pro-
claimed peace to them.

14 Benjamin returned at that time; and
theygave themthewomenwhomtheyhad
saved alive of thewomen of Jabesh Gilead.
There still weren’t enough for them.
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15 The people grieved for Benjamin, be-
cause Yahweh had made a breach in the
tribes of Israel.

16 Then the elders of the congregation
said, “How shall we provide wives for
those who remain, since the women are
destroyed out of Benjamin?”

17 They said, “There must be an inher-
itance for those who are escaped of Ben-
jamin, that a tribe not be blotted out from
Israel.

18However, wemay not give themwives
of our daughters, for the children of Israel
had sworn, saying, ‘Cursed is he who gives
a wife to Benjamin.’ ”

19 They said, “Behold, there is a feast of
Yahweh fromyear to year in Shiloh, which
is on the north of Bethel, on the east side
of the highway that goes up from Bethel to
Shechem, and on the south of Lebonah.”

20They commanded the children of Ben-
jamin, saying, “Go and lie in wait in the
vineyards,

21 and see, and behold, if the daughters
of Shiloh come out to dance in the dances,
then come out of the vineyards, and each
man catch his wife of the daughters of
Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin.

22 It shall be, when their fathers or their
brothers come to complain to us, that we
will say to them, ‘Grant them graciously to
us, because we didn’t take for each man
his wife in battle, neither did you give
them to them; otherwise you would now
be guilty.’ ”

23 The children of Benjamin did so, and
took wives for themselves according to
their number, of those who danced, whom
they carried off. They went and returned
to their inheritance, built the cities, and
lived in them.

24 The children of Israel departed from
there at that time, every man to his tribe
and to his family, and they each went out
from there to his own inheritance.

25 In those days there was no king in
Israel. Everyone did that which was right
in his own eyes.
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The Book of
Ruth

1 In the days when the judges judged,
there was a famine in the land. A certain
manofBethlehemJudahwent to live in the
country of Moab with his wife and his two
sons.

2 The name of the man was Elimelech,
and the name of his wife Naomi. The
names of his two sons were Mahlon and
Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem Judah.
They came into the country of Moab and
lived there.

3Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and
she was left with her two sons.

4 They took for themselves wives of the
women of Moab. The name of the one
was Orpah, and the name of the other was
Ruth. They lived there about ten years.

5Mahlon and Chilion both died, and the
woman was bereaved of her two children
and of her husband.

6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-
law, that she might return from the coun-
try ofMoab; for she had heard in the coun-
try of Moab how Yahweh† had visited his
people in giving them bread.

7 She went out of the place where she
was, and her two daughters-in-law with
her. They went on the way to return to the
land of Judah.

8 Naomi said to her two daughters-
in-law, “Go, return each of you to her
mother’s house. May Yahweh deal kindly
with you, as you have dealt with the dead
andwithme.

9 May Yahweh grant you that you may
find rest, each of you in the house of her
husband.”
Then she kissed them, and they lifted up

their voices, and wept.
10 They said to her, “No, but we will

return with you to your people.”
11 Naomi said, “Go back, my daughters.

Why do you want to go with me? Do I still

have sons in my womb, that they may be
your husbands?

12 Go back, my daughters, go your way;
for I am too old to have a husband. If I
should say, ‘I have hope,’ if I should even
have a husband tonight, and should also
bear sons,

13 would you then wait until they were
grown? Would you then refrain from hav-
ing husbands? No, my daughters, for it
grieves me seriously for your sakes, for
Yahweh’s hand has gone out against me.”

14 They lifted up their voices and wept
again; then Orpah kissed her mother-in-
law, but Ruth stayed with her.

15 She said, “Behold,‡ your sister-in-law
has goneback toher people and toher god.
Follow your sister-in-law.”

16 Ruth said, “Don’t urge me to leave
you, and to return from following you, for
where you go, I will go; and where you
stay, I will stay. Your people will be my
people, and your God§my God.

17Where you die, I will die, and there I
will be buried. May Yahweh do so to me,
and more also, if anything but death parts
you andme.”

18When Naomi saw that she was deter-
mined to go with her, she stopped urging
her.

19 So they both went until they came
to Bethlehem. When they had come to
Bethlehem, all the city was excited about
them, and they asked, “Is this Naomi?”

20 She said to them, “Don’t call me
Naomi.† Call me Mara,‡ for the Almighty
has dealt very bitterly withme.

21 I went out full, and Yahweh has
brought me home again empty. Why do
you call me Naomi, since Yahweh has tes-
tified against me, and the Almighty has
afflictedme?”

22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the
Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with her,
who returned out of the country of Moab.
They came to Bethlehem in the beginning
of barley harvest.

† 1:6“Yahweh” isGod’sproperName, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) inother translations. ‡ 1:15“Behold”,
from means,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ lookat, takenotice, observe, see, or gazeat. It is oftenusedasan interjection. § 1:16TheHebrew
word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 1:20 “Naomi”means “pleasant”. ‡ 1:20 “Mara”means “bitter”.
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2
1Naomi had a relative of her husband’s,

a mighty man of wealth, of the family of
Elimelech, and his namewas Boaz.

2Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Let
me now go to the field, and glean among
the ears of grain after him in whose sight
I find favor.”
She said to her, “Go, my daughter.”
3 She went, and came and gleaned in

the field after the reapers; and she hap-
pened to come to the portion of the field
belonging to Boaz, who was of the family
of Elimelech.

4 Behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem,
and said to the reapers, “May Yahweh be
with you.”
They answered him, “May Yahweh bless

you.”
5Then Boaz said to his servant who was

set over the reapers, “Whose young lady is
this?”

6 The servant who was set over the
reapers answered, “It is the Moabite lady
who came back with Naomi out of the
country of Moab.

7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and
gather after the reapers among the
sheaves.’ So she came, and has continued
even from the morning until now, except
that she rested a little in the house.”

8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen, my
daughter. Don’t go to glean in another
field, and don’t go from here, but stay here
close to mymaidens.

9 Let your eyes be on the field that they
reap, and go after them. Haven’t I com-
manded the young men not to touch you?
Whenyouare thirsty, go to the vessels, and
drink fromthatwhich theyoungmenhave
drawn.”

10 Then she fell on her face and bowed
herself to the ground, and said to him,
“Whyhave I found favor in your sight, that
you should take knowledge of me, since I
am a foreigner?”

11 Boaz answered her, “I have been told
all about what you have done for your
mother-in-law since the death of your hus-
band, and how you have left your father,
your mother, and the land of your birth,

and have come to a people that you didn’t
know before.

12May Yahweh repay your work, and a
full reward be given to you from Yahweh,
the God of Israel, under whose wings you
have come to take refuge.”

13 Then she said, “Let me find favor in
your sight,my lord, becauseyouhavecom-
forted me, and because you have spoken
kindly to your servant, though I am not as
one of your servants.”

14 At meal time Boaz said to her, “Come
here, and eat some bread, and dip your
morsel in the vinegar.”
She sat beside the reapers, and they

passed her parched grain. She ate, was
satisfied, and left some of it.

15When she had risen up to glean, Boaz
commanded his young men, saying, “Let
her glean even among the sheaves, and
don’t reproach her.

16 Also pull out some for her from the
bundles, and leave it. Let her glean, and
don’t rebuke her.”

17 So she gleaned in the field until
evening; and she beat out that which she
had gleaned, and itwas about an ephah† of
barley.

18 She took it up, and went into the city.
Then hermother-in-law sawwhat she had
gleaned; and she brought out and gave to
her that which she had left after she had
enough.

19Hermother-in-law said to her, “Where
have you gleaned today? Where have you
worked? Blessed be he who noticed you.”
She told her mother-in-law with whom

she had worked, “The man’s name with
whom I worked today is Boaz.”

20 Naomi said to her daughter-in-law,
“May he be blessed by Yahweh, who has
not abandoned his kindness to the living
and to the dead.” Naomi said to her, “The
man isaclose relative tous, oneofournear
kinsmen.”

21 Ruth the Moabitess said, “Yes, he said
to me, ‘You shall stay close to my young
men until they have finished all my har-
vest.’ ”

22 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-
law, “It is good, my daughter, that you go

† 2:17 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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out with his maidens, and that they not
meet you in any other field.”

23 So she stayed close to the maidens of
Boaz, to glean to the end of barley harvest
and of wheat harvest; and she lived with
her mother-in-law.

3
1 Naomi her mother-in-law said to her,

“My daughter, shall I not seek rest for you,
that it may be well with you?

2 Now isn’t Boaz our kinsman, with
whose maidens you were? Behold, he
will be winnowing barley tonight on the
threshing floor.

3 Therefore wash yourself, anoint your-
self, get dressed, and go down to the
threshing floor; but don’t make yourself
known to the man until he has finished
eating and drinking.

4 It shall be, when he lies down, that you
shall note theplacewherehe is lying. Then
you shall go in, uncover his feet, and lie
down. Then he will tell you what to do.”

5 She said to her, “All that you say, I will
do.”

6 She went down to the threshing floor,
and did everything that hermother-in-law
told her.

7When Boaz had eaten and drunk, and
his heart was merry, he went to lie down
at the end of the heap of grain. She came
softly, uncovered his feet, and lay down.

8At midnight, the man was startled and
turned himself; and behold, a woman lay
at his feet.

9He said, “Who are you?”
She answered, “I am Ruth your servant.

Therefore spread the corner of your gar-
ment over your servant; for you are a near
kinsman.”

10 He said, “You are blessed by Yah-
weh, my daughter. You have shown more
kindness in the latter end than at the be-
ginning, because you didn’t follow young
men, whether poor or rich.

11 Now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I
will do to you all that you say; for all the
city of my people knows that you are a
worthy woman.

12Nowit is true that I amanearkinsman.
However, there is a kinsmannearer than I.

13 Stay this night, and in the morning,
if he will perform for you the part of a
kinsman, good. Let him do the kinsman’s
duty. But if he will not do the duty of a
kinsman for you, then I will do the duty of
a kinsman for you, as Yahweh lives. Lie
down until the morning.”

14 She lay at his feet until the morning,
then she rose up before one could discern
another. For he said, “Let it not be known
that the woman came to the threshing
floor.”

15 He said, “Bring the mantle that is on
you, and hold it.” She held it; and he
measured six measures of barley, and laid
it on her; then he went into the city.

16When she came to her mother-in-law,
she said, “How did it go, my daughter?”
She told her all that the man had done

for her.
17 She said, “He gave me these six mea-

sures of barley; for he said, ‘Don’t go empty
to yourmother-in-law.’ ”

18 Then she said, “Wait, my daughter,
until you know what will happen; for the
man will not rest until he has settled this
today.”

4
1 Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat

down there. Behold, the near kinsman
of whom Boaz spoke came by. Boaz said
to him, “Come over here, friend, and sit
down!” He came over, and sat down.

2 Boaz took ten men of the elders of the
city, and said, “Sit downhere,” and they sat
down.

3 He said to the near kinsman, “Naomi,
who has come back out of the country of
Moab, is selling the parcel of land, which
was our brother Elimelech’s.

4 I thought I should tell you, saying, ‘Buy
it before thosewho sit here, and before the
elders of my people.’ If you will redeem
it, redeem it; but if you will not redeem it,
then tell me, that I may know. For there is
no one to redeem it besides you; and I am
after you.”
He said, “I will redeem it.”
5 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy

thefield from thehandofNaomi, youmust
buy it also from Ruth the Moabitess, the
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wifeof thedead, to raiseup thenameof the
dead on his inheritance.”

6The near kinsman said, “I can’t redeem
it for myself, lest I endanger my own in-
heritance. Takemyrightof redemption for
yourself; for I can’t redeem it.”

7Nowthiswas thecustomin former time
in Israel concerning redeeming and con-
cerning exchanging, to confirm all things:
aman took off his sandal, and gave it to his
neighbor; and this was the way of formal-
izing transactions in Israel.

8 So the near kinsman said to Boaz, “Buy
it for yourself,” then he took off his sandal.

9 Boaz said to the elders and to all the
people, “You are witnesses today, that I
have bought all that was Elimelech’s, and
all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, from
the hand of Naomi.

10 Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess, the
wife ofMahlon, I have purchased to bemy
wife, to raise up the name of the dead on
his inheritance, that the name of the dead
maynotbecutoff fromamonghisbrothers
and from the gate of his place. You are
witnesses today.”

11 All the people who were in the gate,
and the elders, said, “We are witnesses.
May Yahweh make the woman who has
come into your house like Rachel and like
Leah, which both built the house of Israel;
and treat you worthily in Ephrathah, and
be famous in Bethlehem.

12 Let your house be like the house of
Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, of the
offspring† which Yahweh will give you by
this young woman.”

13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his
wife; and he went in to her, and Yahweh
enabled her to conceive, and she bore a
son.

14 The women said to Naomi, “Blessed
be Yahweh, who has not left you today
without a near kinsman. Let his name be
famous in Israel.

15 He shall be to you a restorer of life
and sustain you in your old age; for your
daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is
better to you than seven sons, has given
birth to him.”

16Naomi took the child, laid him in her
bosom, and became nurse to him.

17 The women, her neighbors, gave him
a name, saying, “A son is born to Naomi”.
They named him Obed. He is the father of
Jesse, the father of David.

18Now this is the history of the genera-
tions of Perez: Perez became the father of
Hezron,

19andHezronbecame the father of Ram,
and Ram became the father of Ammi-
nadab,

20and Amminadab became the father of
Nahshon, and Nahshon became the father
of Salmon,

21andSalmonbecamethe fatherofBoaz,
and Boaz became the father of Obed,

22 and Obed became the father of Jesse,
and Jesse became the father of David.

† 4:12 or, seed
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The First Book of Samuel
1 Now there was a certain man of Ra-

mathaim Zophim, of the hill country of
Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah, the
son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of
Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite.

2 He had two wives. The name of one
was Hannah, and the name of the other
Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but
Hannah had no children.

3 This man went up out of his city from
year to year to worship and to sacrifice
to Yahweh† of Armies in Shiloh. The two
sonsofEli, Hophni andPhinehas, priests to
Yahweh, were there.

4When the day came that Elkanah sac-
rificed, he gave portions to Peninnah his
wife and to all her sons and her daughters;

5 but he gave a double portion to Han-
nah, for he lovedHannah, but Yahwehhad
shut up her womb.

6Her rival provoked her severely, to irri-
tate her, because Yahweh had shut up her
womb.

7 So year by year, when she went up to
Yahweh’s house, her rival provoked her.
Therefore she wept, and didn’t eat.

8Elkanah her husband said to her, “Han-
nah,whydoyouweep? Whydon’t youeat?
Why is your heart grieved? Am Inot better
to you than ten sons?”

9 So Hannah rose up after they had fin-
ished eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now
Eli the priest was sitting on his seat by the
doorpost of Yahweh’s temple.

10 She was in bitterness of soul, and
prayed to Yahweh, weeping bitterly.

11 She vowed a vow, and said, “Yahweh
of Armies, if you will indeed look at the
affliction of your servant and remember
me, and not forget your servant, but will
give to your servant a boy, then I will give
him to Yahweh all the days of his life, and
no razor shall come on his head.”

12As she continued praying before Yah-
weh, Eli saw hermouth.

13NowHannah spoke in her heart. Only
her lips moved, but her voice was not
heard. Therefore Eli thought she was
drunk.

14 Eli said to her, “How long will you be
drunk? Get rid of your wine!”

15Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am
a woman of a sorrowful spirit. I have not
been drinking wine or strong drink, but I
poured out my soul before Yahweh.

16Don’t consider your servant a wicked
woman; for I have been speaking out of
the abundance of my complaint and my
provocation.”

17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; and
may the God‡ of Israel grant your petition
that you have asked of him.”

18 She said, “Let your servant find favor
in your sight.” So thewomanwentherway
and ate; and her facial expression wasn’t
sad anymore.

19They rose up in themorning early and
worshiped Yahweh, then returned and
came to their house to Ramah. Then Elka-
nah knew Hannah his wife; and Yahweh
remembered her.

20Whenthe timehadcome,Hannahcon-
ceived, andbore a son; and shenamedhim
Samuel,§ saying, “Because I have asked
him of Yahweh.”

21 The man Elkanah, and all his house,
went up to offer to Yahweh the yearly sac-
rifice and his vow.

22 But Hannah didn’t go up, for she said
to her husband, “Not until the child is
weaned; then I will bring him, that he
mayappear before Yahweh, and stay there
forever.”

23 Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do
what seems good to you. Wait until you
have weaned him; only may Yahweh es-
tablish his word.”
So the woman waited and nursed her

son until she weaned him.
24When she had weaned him, she took

him up with her, with three bulls, and
one ephah† of meal, and a container of
wine, and brought him to Yahweh’s house
in Shiloh. The child was young.

† 1:3 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:17 The
Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:20 Samuel sounds like the Hebrew for “heard by God.”
† 1:24 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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25 They killed the bull, and brought the
child to Eli.

26 She said, “Oh, my lord, as your soul
lives, my lord, I am the woman who stood
by you here, praying to Yahweh.

27 I prayed for this child, andYahwehhas
givenmemypetitionwhich I asked of him.

28 Therefore I have also given him to
Yahweh. As long as he lives he is given to
Yahweh.” Heworshiped Yahweh there.

2
1Hannah prayed, and said,

“My heart exults in Yahweh!
My horn is exalted in Yahweh.

Mymouth is enlarged over my enemies,
because I rejoice in your salvation.

2There is no one as holy as Yahweh,
for there is no one besides you,
nor is there any rock like our God.

3 “Don’t keep talking so exceedingly
proudly.

Don’t let arrogance come out of your
mouth,

for Yahweh is a God of knowledge.
By him actions are weighed.

4 “The bows of themightymen are broken.
Those who stumbled are armed with
strength.

5 Those who were full have hired them-
selves out for bread.

Those whowere hungry are satisfied.
Yes, the barren has borne seven.

She who has many children lan-
guishes.

6 “Yahweh kills andmakes alive.
He brings down to Sheol† and brings
up.

7Yahwehmakes poor andmakes rich.
He brings low, he also lifts up.

8He raises up the poor out of the dust.
He lifts up theneedy from thedunghill
to make them sit with princes
and inherit the throne of glory.

For the pillars of the earth are Yahweh’s.
He has set the world on them.

9Hewill keep the feet of his holy ones,

but thewickedwill be put to silence in
darkness;

for nomanwill prevail by strength.
10 Those who strive with Yahweh shall be

broken to pieces.
He will thunder against them in the
sky.

“Yahwehwill judge the ends of the earth.
He will give strength to his king,
and exalt the horn of his anointed.”

11 Elkanah went to Ramah to his house.
The child served Yahweh before Eli the
priest.

12Now the sons of Eli were wicked men.
They didn’t know Yahweh.

13 The custom of the priests with the
people was that when anyone offered a
sacrifice, the priest’s servant came while
the meat was boiling, with a fork of three
teeth in his hand;

14 and he stabbed it into the pan, or ket-
tle, or cauldron, or pot. The priest took all
that the fork brought up for himself. They
did this to all the Israeliteswho came there
to Shiloh.

15 Yes, before they burned the fat, the
priest’s servant came, and said to the man
who sacrificed, “Give meat to roast for the
priest; for he will not accept boiled meat
from you, but raw.”

16 If the man said to him, “Let the fat
be burned first, and then take as much as
your soul desires;” then hewould say, “No,
but you shall give it to me now; and if not,
I will take it by force.”

17 The sin of the young men was very
great beforeYahweh; for themendespised
Yahweh’s offering.

18 But Samuel ministered before Yah-
weh, being a child, clothed with a linen
ephod.

19Moreoverhismothermadehima little
robe, and brought it to him from year to
year when she came up with her husband
to offer the yearly sacrifice.

20 Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, and
said, “May Yahweh give you offspring‡
from this woman for the petition which
was asked of Yahweh.” Then they went to
their own home.

† 2:6 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 2:20 or, seed
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21 Yahweh visited Hannah, and she con-
ceived andbore three sons and twodaugh-
ters. The child Samuel grew before Yah-
weh.

22NowEli was very old; and he heard all
that his sons did to all Israel, and how that
they slept with the women who served at
the door of the Tent of Meeting.

23He said to them, “Why do you do such
things? For I hear of your evil dealings
from all these people.

24No, my sons; for it is not a good report
that I hear! You make Yahweh’s people
disobey.

25 If one man sins against another, God
will judge him; but if a man sins against
Yahweh, who will intercede for him?”
Notwithstanding, they didn’t listen to the
voice of their father, because Yahweh in-
tended to kill them.

26 The child Samuel grew on, and in-
creased in favor both with Yahweh and
also withmen.

27 A man of God came to Eli and said to
him, “Yahweh says, ‘Did I reveal myself to
thehouseof your fatherwhen theywere in
Egypt in bondage to Pharaoh’s house?

28Didn’t I choose himout of all the tribes
of Israel to be my priest, to go up to my
altar, to burn incense, to wear an ephod
before me? Didn’t I give to the house of
your father all the offerings of the children
of Israel made by fire?

29Whydo you kick atmy sacrifice and at
my offering, which I have commanded in
my habitation, and honor your sons above
me, tomake yourselves fat with the best of
all the offerings of Israel my people?’

30 “Therefore Yahweh, the God of Israel,
says, ‘I said indeed that your house and the
house of your father should walk before
me forever.’ But now Yahweh says, ‘Far be
it from me; for those who honor me I will
honor, and those who despise me will be
cursed.

31 Behold,§ the days come that I will cut
off your arm and the arm of your father’s
house, that there will not be an old man in
your house.

32 You will see the affliction of my habi-
tation, in all the wealth which I will give
Israel. There shall not be an old man in
your house forever.

33Theman of yours whom I don’t cut off
frommyaltarwill consumeyour eyes†and
grieve your heart. All the increase of your
house will die in the flower of their age.

34 This will be the sign to you that will
come on your two sons, on Hophni and
Phinehas: in one day they will both die.

35 I will raise up a faithful priest for
myselfwhowill do according to thatwhich
is in my heart and in mymind. I will build
him a sure house. He will walk before my
anointed forever.

36 Itwill happen thateveryonewho is left
in your house will come and bow down to
him for apiece of silver anda loaf of bread,
andwill say, “Please putme into one of the
priests’ offices, that I may eat a morsel of
bread.” ’ ”

3
1ThechildSamuelministered toYahweh

before Eli. Yahweh’s word was rare in
those days. There were not many visions,
then.

2At that time, when Eli was laid down in
his place (now his eyes had begun to grow
dim, so that he could not see),

3andGod’s lamphadn’t yet goneout, and
Samuel had laid down in Yahweh’s temple
where God’s ark was,

4Yahweh called Samuel. He said, “Here I
am.”

5He ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; for
you calledme.”
He said, “I didn’t call. Lie down again.”
Hewent and lay down.
6Yahweh called yet again, “Samuel!”
Samuel arose and went to Eli and said,

“Here I am; for you calledme.”
He answered, “I didn’t call, my son. Lie

down again.”
7 Now Samuel didn’t yet know Yahweh,

neitherwasYahweh’swordyet revealed to
him.

§ 2:31 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
† 2:33 or, blind your eyes with tears
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8 Yahweh called Samuel again the third
time. He arose and went to Eli and said,
“Here I am; for you calledme.”
Eli perceived that Yahwehhad called the

child.
9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie

down. It shall be, if he calls you, that you
shall say, ‘Speak, Yahweh; for your servant
hears.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in
his place.

10Yahwehcame, and stood, and called as
at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”
Then Samuel said, “Speak; for your ser-

vant hears.”
11Yahweh said to Samuel, “Behold, I will

do a thing in Israel at which both the ears
of everyone who hears it will tingle.

12 In thatday Iwill performagainstEli all
that I have spoken concerning his house,
from the beginning even to the end.

13 For I have told him that I will judge
his house forever for the iniquitywhich he
knew, because his sons brought a curse on
themselves, and he didn’t restrain them.

14 Therefore I have sworn to the house
of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall
not be removed with sacrifice or offering
forever.”

15 Samuel lay until the morning, and
opened the doors of Yahweh’s house.
Samuel was afraid to show Eli the vision.

16 Then Eli called Samuel and said,
“Samuel, my son!”
He said, “Here I am.”
17He said, “What is the thing that he has

spoken to you? Please don’t hide it from
me. God do so to you, andmore also, if you
hideanything frommeofall the things that
he spoke to you.”

18 Samuel told him every bit, and hid
nothing from him.
He said, “It is Yahweh. Let him do what

seems good to him.”
19 Samuel grew, and Yahweh was with

him and let none of his words fall to the
ground.

20All Israel from Dan even to Beersheba
knew that Samuel was established to be a
prophet of Yahweh.

21Yahweh appeared again in Shiloh; for
Yahweh revealed himself to Samuel in
Shiloh by Yahweh’s word.

4
1The word of Samuel came to all Israel.
Now Israel went out against the

Philistines to battle, and encamped beside
Ebenezer; and the Philistines encamped in
Aphek.

2The Philistines put themselves in array
against Israel. When they joined battle,
Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who
killed about four thousand men of the
army in the field.

3 When the people had come into the
camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why
has Yahweh defeated us today before the
Philistines? Let’s get the ark of Yahweh’s
covenant out of Shiloh and bring it to us,
that itmay come among us and save us out
of the hand of our enemies.”

4 So the people sent to Shiloh, and they
brought from there the arkof the covenant
of Yahweh of Armies, who sits above the
cherubim; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni
and Phinehas, were there with the ark of
the covenant of God.

5 When the ark of Yahweh’s covenant
came into the camp, all Israel shoutedwith
a great shout, so that the earth resounded.

6 When the Philistines heard the noise
of the shout, they said, “What does the
noise of this great shout in the camp of the
Hebrews mean?” They understood that
Yahweh’s ark had come into the camp.

7 The Philistines were afraid, for they
said, “God has come into the camp.” They
said, “Woe to us! For there has not been
such a thing before.

8Woe to us! Who shall deliver us out of
the hand of these mighty gods? These are
the gods that struck the Egyptians with all
kinds of plagues in the wilderness.

9 Be strong and behave like men, O
you Philistines, that you not be servants
to the Hebrews, as they have been to
you. Strengthen yourselves like men, and
fight!”

10 The Philistines fought, and Israel was
defeated, and each man fled to his tent.
Therewasaverygreat slaughter; for thirty
thousand footmen of Israel fell.

11God’s ark was taken; and the two sons
of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain.
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12AmanofBenjamin ranout of thearmy
and came to Shiloh the same day, with his
clothes torn andwith dirt on his head.

13When he came, behold, Eli was sitting
on his seat by the road watching, for his
heart trembled for God’s ark. When the
mancame into the city and told about it, all
the city cried out.

14WhenEli heard thenoise of the crying,
he said, “Whatdoes thenoise of this tumult
mean?”
Theman hurried, and came and told Eli.
15 Now Eli was ninety-eight years old.

His eyes were set, so that he could not see.
16Themansaid toEli, “I amhewhocame

out of the army, and I fled today out of the
army.”
He said, “How did the matter go, my

son?”
17 He who brought the news answered,

“Israel has fled before the Philistines, and
there has been also a great slaughter
among the people. Your two sons also,
Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and God’s
ark has been captured.”

18When he made mention of God’s ark,
Eli fell from off his seat backward by the
side of the gate; and his neck broke, and he
died, for he was an oldman and heavy. He
had judged Israel forty years.

19 His daughter-in-law, Phinehas’ wife,
was with child, near to giving birth. When
she heard the news that God’s ark was
taken and that her father-in-law and her
husband were dead, she bowed herself
and gave birth; for her pains came on her.

20 About the time of her death the
women who stood by her said to her,
“Don’t be afraid, for you have given birth
to a son.” But she didn’t answer, neither
did she regard it.

21 She named the child Ichabod,† saying,
“The glory has departed from Israel!” be-
cause God’s ark was taken, and because of
her father-in-law and her husband.

22She said, “Thegloryhasdeparted from
Israel; for God’s ark has been taken.”

5
1 Now the Philistines had taken God’s

ark, and they brought it from Ebenezer to
Ashdod.

2 The Philistines took God’s ark, and
brought it into the house of Dagon and set
it by Dagon.

3When the people of Ashdod arose early
on the next day, behold, Dagon had fallen
on his face to the ground before Yahweh’s
ark. They took Dagon and set him in his
place again.

4When they arose early on the following
morning, behold, Dagon had fallen on his
face to the ground before Yahweh’s ark;
and the head of Dagon and both the palms
of his hands were cut off on the threshold.
Only Dagon’s torso was intact.

5 Therefore neither the priests of Dagon
nor anywho come into Dagon’s house step
on the thresholdofDagon inAshdod to this
day.

6 But Yahweh’s hand was heavy on the
people of Ashdod, and he destroyed them
and struck them with tumors, even Ash-
dod and its borders.

7 When the men of Ashdod saw that it
was so, they said, “The ark of the God of
Israel shall not staywith us, for his hand is
severe on us and on Dagon our god.”

8 They sent therefore and gathered to-
gether all the lords of the Philistines, and
said, “What shall we do with the ark of the
God of Israel?”
They answered, “Let the ark of the God

of Israel be carried over to Gath.” They
carried the ark of the God of Israel there.

9 It was so, that after they had carried it
there, Yahweh’s hand was against the city
with a very great confusion; and he struck
the men of the city, both small and great,
so that tumors broke out on them.

10 So they sent God’s ark to Ekron.
As God’s ark came to Ekron, the Ekro-

nites cried out, saying, “Theyhave brought
the arkof theGodof Israel here tous, to kill
us and our people.”

11 They sent therefore and gathered to-
gether all the lords of the Philistines, and
they said, “Send the ark of theGod of Israel
away, and let it go again to its own place,
that it not kill us andourpeople.” For there
was a deadly panic throughout all the city.
The hand of God was very heavy there.

† 4:21 “Ichabod”means “no glory”.
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12 The men who didn’t die were struck
with the tumors; and the cry of the city
went up to heaven.

6
1Yahweh’s ark was in the country of the

Philistines sevenmonths.
2 The Philistines called for the priests

and the diviners, saying, “What shall we
do with Yahweh’s ark? Show us how we
should send it to its place.”

3They said, “If you send away the ark of
the God of Israel, don’t send it empty; but
by all means return a trespass offering to
him. Thenyouwill be healed, and itwill be
known to youwhyhis hand is not removed
from you.”

4 Then they said, “What should the tres-
pass offering be which we shall return to
him?”
They said, “Five golden tumors and five

goldenmice, for the number of the lords of
the Philistines; for one plague was on you
all, and on your lords.

5 Therefore you shall make images of
your tumors and images of your mice that
mar the land; and you shall give glory to
the God of Israel. Perhaps he will release
his hand from you, from your gods, and
from your land.

6Why thendo youharden yourhearts as
the Egyptians andPharaohhardened their
hearts? Whenhe hadworkedwonderfully
among them, didn’t they let the people go,
and they departed?

7 “Now therefore take and prepare your-
selves a new cart and two milk cows on
which there has come no yoke; and tie the
cows to the cart, and bring their calves
home from them;

8 and take Yahweh’s ark and lay it on
the cart. Put the jewels of gold, which you
return him for a trespass offering, in a box
by its side; and send it away, that itmay go.

9 Behold, if it goes up by the way of its
own border to Beth Shemesh, then he has
done us this great evil; but if not, then
we shall know that it is not his hand that
struck us. It was a chance that happened
to us.”

10 The men did so, and took two milk
cows and tied them to the cart, and shut up
their calves at home.

11 They put Yahweh’s ark on the cart,
and the box with the golden mice and the
images of their tumors.

12 The cows took the straight way by the
way to Beth Shemesh. Theywent along the
highway, lowing as they went, and didn’t
turn away to the right hand or to the left;
and the lords of the Philistines went after
them to the border of Beth Shemesh.

13 The people of Beth Shemesh were
reaping their wheat harvest in the valley;
and they lifted up their eyes and saw the
ark, and rejoiced to see it.

14 The cart came into the field of Joshua
of Beth Shemesh, and stood there, where
therewas a great stone. Then they split the
wood of the cart and offered up the cows
for a burnt offering to Yahweh.

15 The Levites took down Yahweh’s ark
and the box that was with it, in which the
jewels of gold were, and put them on the
great stone; and the men of Beth Shemesh
offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sac-
rifices the same day to Yahweh.

16When the five lords of the Philistines
had seen it, they returned to Ekron the
same day.

17Theseare thegolden tumorswhich the
Philistines returned for a trespass offering
to Yahweh: for Ashdod one, for Gaza one,
for Ashkelon one, for Gath one, for Ekron
one;

18 and the golden mice, according to the
number of all the cities of the Philistines
belonging to thefive lords, both of fortified
cities and of country villages, even to the
great stone on which they set down Yah-
weh’s ark. That stone remains to this day
in the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh.

19He struck of themen of Beth Shemesh,
because they had looked into Yahweh’s
ark, he struck fifty thousand seventy of the
men. Then the people mourned, because
Yahweh had struck the peoplewith a great
slaughter.

20 The men of Beth Shemesh said, “Who
is able to stand before Yahweh, this holy
God? To whom shall he go up from us?”

21 They sent messengers to the inhab-
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itants of Kiriath Jearim, saying, “The
Philistines have brought back Yahweh’s
ark. Come down and bring it up to
yourselves.”

7
1 The men of Kiriath Jearim came and

took Yahweh’s ark, and brought it intoAbi-
nadab’s house on the hill, and consecrated
Eleazar his son to keep Yahweh’s ark.

2 From the day that the ark stayed in
Kiriath Jearim, the time was long—for it
was twenty years; and all the house of
Israel lamented after Yahweh.

3 Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel,
saying, “If you are returning to Yahweh
with all your heart, then put away the for-
eign gods and the Ashtaroth from among
you, anddirect yourhearts toYahweh, and
serve himonly; and hewill deliver you out
of the hand of the Philistines.”

4 Then the children of Israel removed
the Baals and the Ashtaroth, and served
Yahweh only.

5 Samuel said, “Gather all Israel to Miz-
pah, and I will pray to Yahweh for you.”

6They gathered together to Mizpah, and
drew water, and poured it out before Yah-
weh, and fastedon that day, and said there,
“Wehave sinnedagainst Yahweh.” Samuel
judged the children of Israel in Mizpah.

7 When the Philistines heard that the
children of Israel were gathered together
atMizpah, the lords of the Philistineswent
up against Israel. When the children of
Israel heard it, they were afraid of the
Philistines.

8 The children of Israel said to Samuel,
“Don’t stop crying to Yahweh our God for
us, that he will save us out of the hand of
the Philistines.”

9 Samuel took a suckling lamb, and of-
fered it for a whole burnt offering to Yah-
weh. Samuel cried to Yahweh for Israel,
and Yahweh answered him.

10 As Samuel was offering up the burnt
offering, the Philistines came near to bat-
tle against Israel; but Yahweh thundered
with a great thunder on that day on the
Philistines and confused them; and they
were struck down before Israel.

11 The men of Israel went out of Mizpah
and pursued the Philistines, and struck
them until they came under Beth Kar.

12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it
between Mizpah and Shen, and called its
name Ebenezer,† saying, “Yahweh helped
us until now.”

13 So the Philistines were subdued, and
they stopped coming within the border of
Israel. Yahweh’s hand was against the
Philistines all the days of Samuel.

14 The cities which the Philistines had
taken from Israel were restored to Israel,
from Ekron even to Gath; and Israel re-
covered its border out of the hand of the
Philistines. There was peace between Is-
rael and the Amorites.

15Samuel judged Israel all the days of his
life.

16 He went from year to year in a cir-
cuit to Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah; and he
judged Israel in all those places.

17His returnwas toRamah, forhis house
was there, and he judged Israel there; and
he built an altar to Yahweh there.

8
1 When Samuel was old, he made his

sons judges over Israel.
2Now the name of his firstbornwas Joel,

and the name of his second, Abijah. They
were judges in Beersheba.

3 His sons didn’t walk in his ways, but
turned away after dishonest gain, took
bribes, and perverted justice.

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered
themselves together and came to Samuel
to Ramah.

5 They said to him, “Behold, you are old,
and your sons don’t walk in your ways.
Nowmake us a king to judge us like all the
nations.”

6 But the thing displeased Samuel when
they said, “Give us a king to judge us.”
Samuel prayed to Yahweh.
7 Yahweh said to Samuel, “Listen to the

voice of the people in all that they tell you;
for they have not rejected you, but they
have rejectedme as the king over them.

8 According to all the works which they
have done since the day that I brought

† 7:12 “Ebenezer”means “stone of help”.
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them up out of Egypt even to this day, in
that they have forsaken me and served
other gods, so they also do to you.

9 Now therefore, listen to their voice.
However, you shall protest solemnly to
them, and shall show them the way of the
king whowill reign over them.”

10 Samuel told all Yahweh’s words to the
people who asked him for a king.

11 He said, “This will be the way of the
king who shall reign over you: he will
take your sons and appoint them as his
servants, for his chariots and to be his
horsemen; and they will run before his
chariots.

12 He will appoint them to him for cap-
tains of thousands and captains of fifties;
andhewill assign some to plowhis ground
and to reap his harvest; and to make his
instruments ofwar and the instruments of
his chariots.

13He will take your daughters to be per-
fumers, to be cooks, and to be bakers.

14 He will take your fields, your vine-
yards, and your olive groves, even your
best, and give them to his servants.

15Hewill takeone tenthof your seedand
of your vineyards, andgive it to his officers
and to his servants.

16He will take your male servants, your
female servants, yourbest youngmen, and
your donkeys, and assign them to his own
work.

17He will take one tenth of your flocks;
and you will be his servants.

18You will cry out in that day because of
your king whom you will have chosen for
yourselves; and Yahweh will not answer
you in that day.”

19 But the people refused to listen to the
voice of Samuel; and they said, “No, butwe
will have a king over us,

20 thatwealsomaybe likeall thenations;
and that our kingmay judge us, and go out
before us, and fight our battles.”

21Samuel heard all thewords of the peo-
ple, and he rehearsed them in the ears of
Yahweh.

22 Yahweh said to Samuel, “Listen to
their voice, andmake them a king.”

Samuel said to themen of Israel, “Every-
one go to your own city.”

9
1 Now there was a man of Benjamin,

whose namewas Kish the son of Abiel, the
son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son
of Aphiah, the son of a Benjamite, amighty
man of valor.

2He had a son whose namewas Saul, an
impressive young man; and there was not
among the children of Israel a more hand-
some person than he. From his shoulders
and upward he was taller than any of the
people.

3The donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were
lost. Kish said to Saul his son, “Now take
one of the servants with you, and arise, go
look for the donkeys.”

4 He passed through the hill country of
Ephraim, and passed through the land of
Shalishah, but they didn’t find them. Then
they passed through the land of Shaalim,
and they weren’t there. Then he passed
through the land of the Benjamites, but
they didn’t find them.

5 When they had come to the land of
Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was
with him, “Come! Let’s return, lest my
father stop caring about the donkeys and
be anxious for us.”

6 The servant said to him, “Behold now,
there is a man of God in this city, and he
is a man who is held in honor. All that he
says surely happens. Now let’s go there.
Perhaps he can tell us which way to go.”

7 Then Saul said to his servant, “But be-
hold, if we go, what should we bring the
man? For the bread is spent in our sacks,
and there is not a present to bring to the
man of God. What do we have?”

8 The servant answered Saul again and
said, “Behold, I have inmyhand the fourth
part of a shekel† of silver. I will give that to
theman of God, to tell us our way.”

9 (In earlier times in Israel, when a man
went to inquire of God, he said, “Come!
Let’s go to the seer;” for he who is now
called a prophet was before called a seer.)

† 9:8 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1/4 shekel would be a small coin of about 2.5 grams.
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10 Then Saul said to his servant, “Well
said. Come! Let’s go.” So they went to the
city where theman of God was.

11As they went up the ascent to the city,
they found young maidens going out to
draw water, and said to them, “Is the seer
here?”

12 They answered them and said, “He is.
Behold, he is before you. Hurrynow, forhe
has come today into the city; for the people
have a sacrifice today in the high place.

13As soon as you have come into the city,
you will immediately find him before he
goes up to the high place to eat; for the
peoplewill not eat until he comes, because
he blesses the sacrifice. Afterwards those
who are invited eat. Now therefore go up;
for at this time youwill find him.”

14Theywent up to the city. As they came
within the city, behold, Samuel came out
toward them to go up to the high place.

15Now Yahweh had revealed to Samuel
a day before Saul came, saying,

16 “Tomorrow about this time I will send
youamanout of the land of Benjamin, and
you shall anoint him to be prince over my
people Israel. He will save my people out
of the hand of the Philistines; for I have
looked upon my people, because their cry
has come tome.”

17When Samuel saw Saul, Yahweh said
to him, “Behold, the man of whom I spoke
to you! He will have authority over my
people.”

18 Then Saul approached Samuel in the
gateway, and said, “Please tell me where
the seer’s house is.”

19Samuel answered Saul and said, “I am
the seer. Go up beforeme to the high place,
for you are to eat with me today. In the
morning I will let you go and will tell you
all that is in your heart.

20 As for your donkeys who were lost
three days ago, don’t set your mind on
them, for theyhavebeen found. Forwhom
does all Israel desire? Is it not you and all
your father’s house?”

21Saul answered, “Am I not a Benjamite,
of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? And
my family the least of all the families of the
tribe of Benjamin? Why then do you speak
to me like this?”

22 Samuel took Saul and his servant and
brought them into the guest room, and
made them sit in the best place among
those who were invited, who were about
thirty persons.

23 Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the
portion which I gave you, of which I said
to you, ‘Set it aside.’ ”

24 The cook took up the thigh, and that
which was on it, and set it before Saul.
Samuel said, “Behold, that which has been
reserved! Set it before yourself and eat;
because it has been kept for you for the
appointed time, for I said, ‘I have invited
the people.’ ” So Saul ate with Samuel that
day.

25When they had come down from the
high place into the city, he talkedwith Saul
on the housetop.

26They arose early; and about daybreak,
Samuel called to Saul on the housetop, say-
ing, “Get up, that I may send you away.”
Saul arose, and they both went outside, he
and Samuel, together.

27 As they were going down at the end
of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the
servant to go on ahead of us.” He went
ahead, then Samuel said, “But stand still
first, that I may cause you to hear God’s
message.”

10
1 Then Samuel took the vial of oil and

poured it on his head, then kissed him and
said, “Hasn’t Yahweh anointed you to be
prince over his inheritance?

2When you have departed from me to-
day, thenyouwill find twomenbyRachel’s
tomb, on the border of Benjamin at Zelzah.
They will tell you, ‘The donkeys which you
went to look for have been found; and be-
hold, your father has stopped caring about
the donkeys and is anxious for you, saying,
“What shall I do for my son?” ’

3 “Then you will go on forward from
there, and you will come to the oak of Ta-
bor. Three men will meet you there going
up to God to Bethel: one carrying three
young goats, and another carrying three
loaves of bread, and another carrying a
container of wine.
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4 They will greet you and give you two
loaves of bread, which you shall receive
from their hand.

5 “After that you will come to the hill of
God, where the garrison of the Philistines
is; and itwill happen,whenyouhave come
there to the city, that you will meet a band
of prophets coming down from the high
place with a lute, a tambourine, a pipe,
and a harp before them; and they will be
prophesying.

6 Then Yahweh’s Spirit will come might-
ily on you, then you will prophesy with
themandwill be turned into anotherman.

7 Let it be, when these signs have come
to you, that you do what is appropriate for
the occasion; for God is with you.

8 “Go down ahead of me to Gilgal; and
behold, I will come down to you to offer
burnt offerings and to sacrifice sacrifices
of peace offerings. Wait seven days, until
I come to you and show you what you are
to do.”

9 It was so, that when he had turned his
back to go from Samuel, God gave him an-
other heart; and all those signs happened
that day.

10When they came there to the hill, be-
hold, a band of prophets met him; and the
Spirit of God camemightily on him, and he
prophesied among them.

11 When all who knew him before saw
that, behold, he prophesied with the
prophets, then the people said to one
another, “What is this that has come to
the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the
prophets?”

12 One from the same place answered,
“Who is their father?” Therefore it be-
came a proverb, “Is Saul also among the
prophets?”

13Whenhehadfinishedprophesying, he
came to the high place.

14 Saul’s uncle said to him and to his
servant, “Where did you go?”
He said, “To seek the donkeys. When we

saw that they were not found, we came to
Samuel.”

15 Saul’s uncle said, “Please tell me what
Samuel said to you.”

16 Saul said to his uncle, “He told us
plainly that the donkeys were found.” But

concerning the matter of the kingdom, of
which Samuel spoke, he didn’t tell him.

17 Samuel called the people together to
Yahweh toMizpah;

18 and he said to the children of Israel,
“Yahweh, the God of Israel, says ‘I brought
Israel up out of Egypt and I delivered you
out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out
of the hand of all the kingdoms that op-
pressed you.’

19But you have today rejected your God,
who himself saves you out of all your
calamities and your distresses; and you
have said to him, ‘No! Set a king over us!’
Now therefore present yourselves before
Yahweh by your tribes and by your thou-
sands.”

20 So Samuel brought all the tribes of
Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin was
chosen.

21He brought the tribe of Benjamin near
by their families and the family of the Ma-
trites was chosen. Then Saul the son of
Kishwas chosen; butwhen they looked for
him, he could not be found.

22 Therefore they asked of Yahweh fur-
ther, “Is there yet a man to come here?”
Yahweh answered, “Behold, he has hid-

den himself among the baggage.”
23 They ran and got him there. When

he stood among the people, he was higher
than any of the people from his shoulders
and upward.

24 Samuel said to all the people, “Do you
see him whom Yahweh has chosen, that
there is no one like him among all the
people?”
All the people shouted and said, “Long

live the king!”
25 Then Samuel told the people the reg-

ulations of the kingdom, and wrote it in a
bookand laid it upbeforeYahweh. Samuel
sent all the people away, every man to his
house.

26 Saul also went to his house in Gibeah;
and the armywentwithhim,whosehearts
God had touched.

27 But certain worthless fellows said,
“How could this man save us?” They de-
spised him, and brought him no tribute.
But he held his peace.
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11
1 Then Nahash the Ammonite came up

and encamped against Jabesh Gilead; and
all the men of Jabesh said to Nahash,
“Make a covenant with us, and we will
serve you.”

2 Nahash the Ammonite said to them,
“On this condition I will make it with you,
that all your right eyesbegougedout. Iwill
make this dishonor all Israel.”

3 The elders of Jabesh said to him, “Give
us seven days, that we may send messen-
gers to all the borders of Israel; and then,
if there is no one to save us, we will come
out to you.”

4 Then the messengers came to Gibeah
of Saul, and spoke these words in the ears
of the people, then all the people lifted up
their voice and wept.

5 Behold, Saul came following the oxen
out of the field; and Saul said, “What ails
the people that they weep?” They told him
the words of themen of Jabesh.

6 God’s Spirit came mightily on Saul
when he heard thosewords, and his anger
burned hot.

7He took a yoke of oxen and cut them in
pieces, then sent them throughout all the
borders of Israel by the hand of messen-
gers, saying, “Whoever doesn’t come out
after Saul and after Samuel, so shall it be
done to his oxen.” The dread of Yahweh
fell on thepeople, and theycameoutasone
man.

8Hecounted them inBezek; and the chil-
dren of Israel were three hundred thou-
sand, and the men of Judah thirty thou-
sand.

9They said to themessengerswho came,
“Tell themen of Jabesh Gilead, ‘Tomorrow,
by the time the sun is hot, you will be
rescued.’ ” The messengers came and told
themen of Jabesh; and they were glad.

10Therefore themen of Jabesh said, “To-
morrow we will come out to you, and you
shall dowithusall that seemsgood toyou.”

11 On the next day, Saul put the people
in three companies; and they came into
the middle of the camp in the morning
watch, and struck theAmmonites until the
heat of the day. Thosewho remainedwere

scattered, so that no two of them were left
together.

12 The people said to Samuel, “Who is
he who said, ‘Shall Saul reign over us?’
Bring those men, that we may put them to
death!”

13 Saul said, “No man shall be put to
death today; for todayYahwehhas rescued
Israel.”

14 Then Samuel said to the people,
“Come! Let’s go to Gilgal, and renew the
kingdom there.”

15All thepeoplewent toGilgal; and there
theymade Saul king before Yahweh in Gil-
gal. There they offered sacrifices of peace
offerings before Yahweh; and there Saul
and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.

12
1Samuel said toall Israel, “Behold, I have

listened to your voice in all that you said to
me, and havemade a king over you.

2Now,behold, thekingwalksbeforeyou.
I amold and gray-headed. Behold,my sons
are with you. I have walked before you
frommy youth to this day.

3Here I am. Witness against me before
Yahweh and before his anointed. Whose
ox have I taken? Whose donkey have I
taken? Whom have I defrauded? Whom
have I oppressed? Of whose hand have I
taken a bribe to make me blind my eyes? I
will restore it to you.”

4They said, “You have not defrauded us,
nor oppressed us, neither have you taken
anything from anyone’s hand.”

5 He said to them, “Yahweh is witness
against you, and his anointed is witness
today, that you have not found anything in
my hand.”
They said, “He is witness.”
6Samuel said to the people, “It is Yahweh

who appointedMoses and Aaron, and that
brought your fathers up out of the land of
Egypt.

7 Now therefore stand still, that I may
pleadwith you before Yahweh concerning
all the righteous acts of Yahweh, which he
did to you and to your fathers.
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8 “When Jacob had come into Egypt, and
your fathers cried to Yahweh, then Yah-
weh sent Moses and Aaron, who brought
your fathers out of Egypt, and made them
to dwell in this place.

9But they forgot Yahweh their God; and
he sold them into the hand of Sisera, cap-
tain of the army of Hazor, and into the
hand of the Philistines, and into the hand
of the king of Moab; and they fought
against them.

10 They cried to Yahweh, and said, ‘We
have sinned, because we have forsaken
Yahweh and have served the Baals and the
Ashtaroth; but now deliver us out of the
hand of our enemies, and we will serve
you.’

11 Yahweh sent Jerubbaal, Bedan, Jeph-
thah, and Samuel, and delivered you out
of the hand of your enemies on every side;
and you lived in safety.

12 “When you saw that Nahash the king
of the children of Ammon came against
you, you said to me, ‘No, but a king shall
reignoverus,’whenYahwehyourGodwas
your king.

13Now therefore see the kingwhom you
have chosen and whom you have asked
for. Behold, Yahweh has set a king over
you.

14 If you will fear Yahweh, and serve
him, and listen to his voice, and not
rebel against the commandment of Yah-
weh, then both you and also the king who
reigns over you are followers of Yahweh
your God.

15 But if you will not listen to Yahweh’s
voice, but rebel against the commandment
of Yahweh, then Yahweh’s hand will be
against you, as it was against your fathers.

16 “Now therefore stand still and see this
great thing, which Yahweh will do before
your eyes.

17 Isn’t it wheat harvest today? I will call
to Yahweh, that he may send thunder and
rain; and you will know and see that your
wickedness is great, which you have done
in Yahweh’s sight, in asking for a king.”

18 So Samuel called to Yahweh, and Yah-
weh sent thunder and rain that day. Then
all the people greatly feared Yahweh and
Samuel.

19All thepeople said to Samuel, “Pray for
your servants toYahwehyourGod, thatwe
not die; for we have added to all our sins
this evil, to ask for a king.”

20 Samuel said to the people, “Don’t be
afraid. You have indeed done all this evil;
yet don’t turn away from following Yah-
weh, but serveYahwehwith all yourheart.

21Don’t turn away to go after vain things
which can’t profit or deliver, for they are
vain.

22ForYahwehwill not forsakehis people
for his great name’s sake, because it has
pleased Yahweh to make you a people for
himself.

23Moreover, as for me, far be it fromme
that I should sin against Yahweh in ceasing
topray foryou; but Iwill instruct you in the
good and the right way.

24 Only fear Yahweh, and serve him in
truth with all your heart; for consider
what great things he has done for you.

25But if you keep doing evil, you will be
consumed, both you and your king.”

13
1 Saul was thirty years old when he

became king, and he reigned over Israel
forty-two years.†

2 Saul chose for himself three thousand
men of Israel, ofwhich two thousandwere
with Saul in Michmash and in the Mount
of Bethel, and one thousand were with
Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. He sent
the rest of the people to their own tents.

3 Jonathan struck the garrison of the
Philistines that was in Geba, and the
Philistines heard of it. Saul blew the trum-
pet throughoutall the land, saying, “Let the
Hebrews hear!”

4All Israel heard that Saul had struck the
garrison of the Philistines, and also that
Israel was considered an abomination to
the Philistines. The people were gathered
together after Saul to Gilgal.

† 13:1 The traditional Hebrew text omits “thirty” and “forty-”. The blanks are filled in here from a fewmanuscripts
of the Septuagint.
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5 The Philistines assembled themselves
together to fight with Israel: thirty thou-
sandchariots, six thousandhorsemen, and
peopleas the sandwhich ison the seashore
inmultitude. Theycameupandencamped
inMichmash, eastward of Beth Aven.

6When the men of Israel saw that they
were in trouble (for the people were dis-
tressed), then the people hid themselves in
caves, in thickets, in rocks, in tombs, and in
pits.

7 Now some of the Hebrews had gone
over the Jordan to the land of Gad and
Gilead; but as for Saul, hewas yet in Gilgal,
and all the people followed him trembling.

8 He stayed seven days, according to
the time set by Samuel; but Samuel didn’t
come to Gilgal, and the people were scat-
tering from him.

9 Saul said, “Bring the burnt offering to
me here, and the peace offerings.” He
offered the burnt offering.

10 It came to pass that as soon as he
had finished offering the burnt offering,
behold, Samuel came; andSaulwent out to
meet him, that hemight greet him.

11 Samuel said, “What have you done?”
Saul said, “Because I saw that the peo-

ple were scattered from me, and that you
didn’t come within the days appointed,
and that the Philistines assembled them-
selves together at Michmash,

12 therefore I said, ‘Now the Philistines
will come down on me to Gilgal, and I
haven’t entreated the favor of Yahweh.’ I
forced myself therefore, and offered the
burnt offering.”

13 Samuel said to Saul, “You have done
foolishly. You have not kept the com-
mandment of Yahweh your God, which he
commanded you; for now Yahweh would
have established your kingdom on Israel
forever.

14 But now your kingdom will not con-
tinue. Yahweh has sought for himself a
man after his own heart, and Yahweh has
appointed him to be prince over his peo-
ple, because you have not kept that which
Yahweh commanded you.”

15 Samuel arose, and went from Gilgal
to Gibeah of Benjamin. Saul counted the
people who were present with him, about
six hundredmen.

16 Saul, and Jonathan his son, and the
people who were present with them,
stayed in Geba of Benjamin; but the
Philistines encamped inMichmash.

17 The raiders came out of the camp of
the Philistines in three companies: one
company turned to the way that leads to
Ophrah, to the land of Shual;

18 another company turned the way to
Beth Horon; and another company turned
the way of the border that looks down on
the valley of Zeboim toward the wilder-
ness.

19 Now there was no blacksmith found
throughout all the land of Israel, for the
Philistines said, “Lest the Hebrews make
themselves swords or spears”;

20but all the Israelites went down to the
Philistines, each man to sharpen his own
plowshare, mattock, ax, and sickle.

21 The price was one payim‡ each to
sharpenmattocks, plowshares, pitchforks,
axes, and goads.

22 So it came to pass in the day of battle
that neither sword nor spear was found
in the hand of any of the people who
werewith Saul and Jonathan; but Saul and
Jonathan his son had them.

23 The garrison of the Philistines went
out to the pass of Michmash.

14
1 Now it happened on a day that

Jonathan the son of Saul said to the young
man who bore his armor, “Come! Let’s go
over to the Philistines’ garrison that is on
the other side.” But he didn’t tell his father.

2 Saul stayed in the uttermost part of
Gibeahunder the pomegranate treewhich
is in Migron; and the people who were
with himwere about six hundredmen,

3 including Ahijah the son of Ahitub, Ich-
abod’s brother, the son of Phinehas, the
son of Eli the priest of Yahweh in Shiloh,
wearinganephod. Thepeopledidn’t know
that Jonathan was gone.

‡ 13:21 A payim (or pim) was 2/3 shekel of silver, or 0.26 ounces, or 7.6 grams
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4Between the passes, bywhich Jonathan
sought to go over to the Philistines’ garri-
son, therewas a rocky crag on the one side
and a rocky crag on the other side; and the
name of the one was Bozez, and the name
of the other Seneh.

5 The one crag rose up on the north in
front of Michmash, and the other on the
south in front of Geba.

6 Jonathan said to the young man who
bore his armor, “Come! Let’s go over to the
garrison of these uncircumcised. Itmaybe
that Yahweh will work for us, for there is
no restraint on Yahweh to save bymany or
by few.”

7 His armor bearer said to him, “Do all
that is in your heart. Go, and behold, I am
with you according to your heart.”

8 Then Jonathan said, “Behold, we will
pass over to the men, and we will reveal
ourselves to them.

9 If they say this to us, ‘Wait until we
come to you!’ thenwewill stand still in our
place and will not go up to them.

10 But if they say this, ‘Come up to us!’
then we will go up, for Yahweh has deliv-
ered them into our hand. This shall be the
sign to us.”

11 Both of them revealed themselves to
the garrison of the Philistines; and the
Philistines said, “Behold, the Hebrews are
coming out of the holes where they had
hidden themselves!”

12 The men of the garrison answered
Jonathan and his armor bearer, and said,
“Come up to us, and we will show you
something!”
Jonathan said to his armor bearer,

“Come up after me, for Yahweh has
delivered them into the hand of Israel.”

13 Jonathan climbed up onhis hands and
on his feet, and his armor bearer after
him, and they fell before Jonathan; and his
armor bearer killed them after him.

14 That first slaughter, which Jonathan
and his armor bearer made, was about
twenty men, within as it were half a fur-
row’s length in an acre of land.

15 There was a trembling in the camp,
in the field, and among all the people; the
garrison and the raiders also trembled;

and the earth quaked, so there was an
exceedingly great trembling.

16 The watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of
Benjamin looked; and behold, the multi-
tudemelted away and scattered.

17Then Saul said to the peoplewhowere
with him, “Count now, and see who is
missing fromus.” When they had counted,
behold, Jonathan and his armor bearer
were not there.

18 Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring God’s ark
here.” For God’s ark was with the children
of Israel at that time.

19While Saul talked to the priest, the tu-
mult thatwas in the campof thePhilistines
wentonand increased; andSaul said to the
priest, “Withdraw your hand!”

20Saul and all the people whowerewith
him were gathered together, and came to
the battle; and behold, they were all strik-
ing each other with their swords in very
great confusion.

21Now the Hebrews who were with the
Philistines before and who went up with
them into the camp from all around, even
they also turned to be with the Israelites
whowere with Saul and Jonathan.

22 Likewise all the men of Israel who
had hidden themselves in the hill coun-
try of Ephraim, when they heard that the
Philistines fled, even they also followed
hard after them in the battle.

23 So Yahweh saved Israel that day; and
the battle passed over by Beth Aven.

24Themen of Israel were distressed that
day; for Saul had adjured the people, say-
ing, “Cursed is the man who eats any food
until it is evening, and I am avenged of
my enemies.” So none of the people tasted
food.

25All thepeople came into the forest; and
there was honey on the ground.

26When the people had come to the for-
est, behold, honey was dripping, but no
one put his hand to his mouth, for the
people feared the oath.

27But Jonathan didn’t hear when his fa-
ther commanded the peoplewith the oath.
Thereforeheput out the endof the rod that
was in his hand anddipped it in the honey-
comb, and put his hand to his mouth; and
his eyes brightened.
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28Then one of the people answered, and
said, “Your father directly commanded the
people with an oath, saying, ‘Cursed is the
man who eats food today.’ ” So the people
were faint.

29 Then Jonathan said, “My father has
troubled the land. Please lookhowmyeyes
have brightened because I tasted a little of
this honey.

30Howmuchmore, if perhaps thepeople
had eaten freely today of the plunder of
their enemies which they found? For now
there has been no great slaughter among
the Philistines.”

31 They struck the Philistines that day
from Michmash to Aijalon. The people
were very faint;

32 and the people pounced on the plun-
der, and took sheep, cattle, and calves, and
killed them on the ground; and the people
ate themwith the blood.

33 Then they told Saul, saying, “Behold,
the people are sinning against Yahweh, in
that they eat meat with the blood.”
He said, “You have dealt treacherously.

Roll a large stone to me today!”
34Saul said, “Disperse yourselves among

thepeople, and tell them, ‘Everymanbring
me here his ox, and every man his sheep,
and kill them here, and eat; and don’t sin
against Yahweh in eating meat with the
blood.’ ” All the people brought everyman
his oxwith him that night, and killed them
there.

35Saul built an altar toYahweh. Thiswas
the first altar that he built to Yahweh.

36 Saul said, “Let’s go down after the
Philistines by night, and take plunder
among them until the morning light. Let’s
not leave aman of them.”
They said, “Do whatever seems good to

you.”
Then the priest said, “Let’s draw near

here to God.”
37 Saul asked counsel of God: “Shall I

go down after the Philistines? Will you
deliver them into the hand of Israel?” But
he didn’t answer him that day.

38 Saul said, “Draw near here, all you
chiefs of the people, and know and see in
whom this sin has been today.

39For as Yahweh lives, who saves Israel,
though it is in Jonathan my son, he shall
surely die.” But there was not a man
among all the people who answered him.

40 Then he said to all Israel, “You be on
one side, and I and Jonathan my son will
be on the other side.”
The people said to Saul, “Do what seems

good to you.”
41 Therefore Saul said to Yahweh, the

God of Israel, “Show the right.”
Jonathan and Saul were chosen, but the

people escaped.
42 Saul said, “Cast lots between me and

Jonathanmy son.”
Jonathan was selected.
43 Then Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me

what you have done!”
Jonathan told him, and said, “I certainly

did taste a little honey with the end of the
rod that was in my hand; and behold, I
must die.”

44 Saul said, “God do so and more also;
for you shall surely die, Jonathan.”

45 The people said to Saul, “Shall
Jonathan die, who has worked this great
salvation in Israel? Far from it! As Yahweh
lives, there shall not one hair of his head
fall to the ground, for he has worked
with God today!” So the people rescued
Jonathan, so he didn’t die.

46 Then Saul went up from following
the Philistines; and the Philistines went to
their own place.

47 Now when Saul had taken the king-
dom over Israel, he fought against all his
enemies on every side: against Moab,
and against the children of Ammon, and
against Edom, and against the kings of
Zobah, and against the Philistines. Wher-
ever he turned himself, he defeated them.

48 He did valiantly and struck the
Amalekites, and delivered Israel out of the
hands of those who plundered them.

49 Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan,
Ishvi, and Malchishua; and the names of
his two daughters were these: the name of
the firstborn Merab, and the name of the
younger Michal.

50The name of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam
the daughter of Ahimaaz. The name of the
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captain of his army was Abner the son of
Ner, Saul’s uncle.

51 Kish was the father of Saul, and Ner
the father of Abner was the son of Abiel.

52 There was severe war against the
Philistines all the days of Saul; and when
Saul saw any mighty man or any valiant
man, he took him into his service.

15
1 Samuel said to Saul, “Yahweh sent me

to anoint you to be king over his people,
over Israel. Now therefore listen to the
voice of Yahweh’s words.

2 Yahweh of Armies says, ‘I remember
what Amalek did to Israel, how he set him-
self against him on the way when he came
up out of Egypt.

3Now go and strike Amalek, and utterly
destroy all that they have, and don’t spare
them; butkill bothmanandwoman, infant
andnursingbaby, ox and sheep, camel and
donkey.’ ”

4 Saul summoned the people, and
counted them in Telaim, two hundred
thousand footmen and ten thousand men
of Judah.

5Saul came to the city of Amalek, and set
an ambush in the valley.

6 Saul said to the Kenites, “Go, depart,
go down from among the Amalekites, lest
I destroy you with them; for you showed
kindness to all the children of Israel when
they came up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites
departed from among the Amalekites.

7 Saul struck the Amalekites, from Hav-
ilah as you go to Shur, which is before
Egypt.

8He tookAgag the king of theAmalekites
alive, and utterly destroyed all the people
with the edge of the sword.

9 But Saul and the people spared Agag
and the best of the sheep, of the cattle, of
the fat calves, of the lambs, and all that
was good, and were not willing to utterly
destroy them; but everything that was vile
and refuse, that they destroyed utterly.

10Then Yahweh’s word came to Samuel,
saying,

11 “It grieves me that I have set up Saul
to be king, for he has turned back from
following me, and has not performed my

commandments.” Samuel was angry; and
he cried to Yahweh all night.

12 Samuel rose early to meet Saul in
the morning; and Samuel was told, say-
ing, “Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he
set up a monument for himself, turned,
passed on, and went down to Gilgal.”

13 Samuel came to Saul; and Saul said
to him, “You are blessed by Yahweh! I
have performed the commandment of
Yahweh.”

14 Samuel said, “Then what does this
bleating of the sheep in my ears and the
lowing of the cattle which I hear mean?”

15 Saul said, “They have brought them
from theAmalekites; for thepeople spared
the best of the sheep and of the cattle, to
sacrifice to Yahweh your God. We have
utterly destroyed the rest.”

16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stay, and I
will tell you what Yahweh said to me last
night.”
He said to him, “Say on.”
17 Samuel said, “Though you were lit-

tle in your own sight, weren’t you made
the head of the tribes of Israel? Yahweh
anointed you king over Israel;

18 and Yahweh sent you on a journey,
and said, ‘Go, and utterly destroy the
sinners the Amalekites, and fight against
them until they are consumed.’

19 Why then didn’t you obey Yahweh’s
voice, but took the plunder, and did that
which was evil in Yahweh’s sight?”

20 Saul said to Samuel, “But I have
obeyed Yahweh’s voice, and have gone
the way which Yahweh sent me, and have
broughtAgag thekingofAmalek, andhave
utterly destroyed the Amalekites.

21 But the people took of the plunder,
sheep and cattle, the best of the devoted
things, to sacrifice to Yahweh your God in
Gilgal.”

22 Samuel said, “Has Yahweh as great
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
as in obeying Yahweh’s voice? Behold, to
obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen
than the fat of rams.

23For rebellion is as the sin ofwitchcraft,
and stubbornness is as idolatry and
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teraphim.† Because you have rejected
Yahweh’s word, he has also rejected you
from being king.”

24Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned; for
I have transgressed the commandment of
Yahweh and your words, because I feared
the people and obeyed their voice.

25Now therefore, please pardon my sin,
and turn again with me, that I may wor-
ship Yahweh.”

26 Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return
with you; for you have rejected Yahweh’s
word, and Yahweh has rejected you from
being king over Israel.”

27As Samuel turned around to go away,
Saul grabbed the skirt of his robe, and it
tore.

28 Samuel said to him, “Yahweh has torn
the kingdom of Israel from you today, and
has given it to a neighbor of yours who is
better than you.

29 Also the Strength of Israel will not lie
nor repent; for he is not a man, that he
should repent.”

30 Then he said, “I have sinned; yet
please honor me now before the elders
of my people and before Israel, and come
back with me, that I may worship Yahweh
your God.”

31 So Samuel went back with Saul; and
Saul worshiped Yahweh.

32 Then Samuel said, “Bring Agag the
king of the Amalekites here to me!”
Agag came to him cheerfully. Agag said,

“Surely the bitterness of death is past.”
33Samuel said, “As your swordhasmade

women childless, so your mother will be
childless among women!” Then Samuel
cut Agag in pieces before Yahweh inGilgal.

34Then Samuelwent to Ramah; and Saul
went up to his house to Gibeah of Saul.

35Samuel camenomore to see Saul until
the day of his death, but Samuel mourned
for Saul. Yahwehgrieved thathehadmade
Saul king over Israel.

16
1Yahweh said to Samuel, “How long will

you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected

him from being king over Israel? Fill your
horn with oil, and go. I will send you to
Jesse theBethlehemite, for I haveprovided
a king for myself among his sons.”

2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul
hears it, he will kill me.”
Yahweh said, “Take a heifer with you,

and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to Yah-
weh.’

3 Call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will
show you what you shall do. You shall
anoint to me himwhom I name to you.”

4 Samuel did that which Yahweh spoke,
and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the
city came tomeet him trembling, and said,
“Do you come peaceably?”

5 He said, “Peaceably; I have come to
sacrifice to Yahweh. Sanctify yourselves,
and come with me to the sacrifice.” He
sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called
them to the sacrifice.

6 When they had come, he looked at
Eliab, and said, “Surely Yahweh’s anointed
is before him.”

7But Yahweh said to Samuel, “Don’t look
on his face, or on the height of his stature,
because I have rejected him; for I don’t
see as man sees. For man looks at the
outward appearance, but Yahweh looks at
the heart.”

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made
himpass before Samuel. He said, “Yahweh
has not chosen this one, either.”

9 Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by.
He said, “Yahweh has not chosen this one,
either.”

10 Jesse made seven of his sons to pass
before Samuel. Samuel said to Jesse, “Yah-
weh has not chosen these.”

11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your
children here?”
He said, “There remains yet the

youngest. Behold, he is keeping the sheep.”
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him,

for we will not sit down until he comes
here.”

12He sent, and brought him in. Now he
was ruddy,withahandsome faceandgood
appearance. Yahweh said, “Arise! Anoint
him, for this is he.”

† 15:23 teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and
anointedhim in themiddle of his brothers.
Then Yahweh’s Spirit came mightily on
David from that day forward. So Samuel
rose up andwent to Ramah.

14 Now Yahweh’s Spirit departed from
Saul, and an evil spirit from Yahweh trou-
bled him.

15 Saul’s servants said to him, “See now,
an evil spirit from God troubles you.

16 Let our lord now command your ser-
vants who are in front of you to seek out
a man who is a skillful player on the harp.
Then when the evil spirit from God is on
you, he will play with his hand, and you
will be well.”

17 Saul said to his servants, “Provide me
now a man who can play well, and bring
him tome.”

18Then one of the young men answered
and said, “Behold, I have seen a son of
Jesse the Bethlehemite who is skillful in
playing, a mighty man of valor, a man of
war, prudent in speech, and a handsome
person; and Yahweh is with him.”

19 Therefore Saul sent messengers to
Jesse, and said, “Send me David your son,
who is with the sheep.”

20 Jesse tookadonkey loadedwithbread,
a container of wine, and a young goat, and
sent them by David his son to Saul.

21 David came to Saul and stood before
him. He loved him greatly; and he became
his armor bearer.

22 Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Please let
David stand before me, for he has found
favor inmy sight.”

23When the spirit fromGodwas on Saul,
David took the harp and played with his
hand; so Saul was refreshed and was well,
and the evil spirit departed from him.

17
1 Now the Philistines gathered together

their armies to battle; and they were gath-
ered together at Socoh, which belongs to

Judah, and encamped between Socoh and
Azekah in Ephesdammim.

2 Saul and the men of Israel were gath-
ered together, and encamped in the valley
of Elah, and set the battle in array against
the Philistines.

3 The Philistines stood on the mountain
on the one side, and Israel stood on the
mountain on the other side: and therewas
a valley between them.

4 A champion out of the camp of the
Philistines named Goliath of Gath, whose
heightwas six cubits and a span†went out.

5He had a helmet of bronze on his head,
and hewore a coat of mail; and the weight
of the coat was five thousand shekels‡ of
bronze.

6He had bronze shin armor on his legs
and a bronze javelin between his shoul-
ders.

7 The staff of his spear was like a
weaver’s beam; and his spear’s head
weighed six hundred shekels of iron.§ His
shield bearer went before him.

8 He stood and cried to the armies of
Israel, and said to them, “Why have you
come out to set your battle in array? Am
I not a Philistine, and you servants to Saul?
Choose a man for yourselves, and let him
come down tome.

9 If he is able to fight with me and kill
me, then will we be your servants; but if I
prevail against him and kill him, then you
will be our servants and serve us.”

10 The Philistine said, “I defy the armies
of Israel today! Give me a man, that we
may fight together!”

11When Saul and all Israel heard those
words of the Philistine, they were dis-
mayed and greatly afraid.

12 Now David was the son of that
Ephrathite of Bethlehem Judah, whose
namewas Jesse; andhehadeight sons. The
manwas an elderly old man in the days of
Saul.

13The three oldest sons of Jesse had gone
after Saul to the battle; and the names

† 17:4 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. A span is the length from the tip of aman’s thumb to the tip of his little fingerwhenhis hand is stretched
out (about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.) Therefore, Goliath was about 9 feet and 9 inches or 2.97 meters tall.
‡ 17:5A shekel is about 10 gramsor about 0.35 ounces, so 5000 shekels is about 50 kilogramsor 110 pounds. § 17:7
A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 600 shekels is about 6 kilograms or about 13 pounds.
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of his three sons who went to the battle
were Eliab the firstborn, and next to him
Abinadab, and the third Shammah.

14Davidwas the youngest; and the three
oldest followed Saul.

15Now David went back and forth from
Saul to feed his father’s sheep at Bethle-
hem.

16The Philistine camenearmorning and
evening, and presented himself forty days.

17 Jesse said to David his son, “Now
take for your brothers an ephah† of this
parched grain and these ten loaves, and
carry them quickly to the camp to your
brothers;

18and bring these ten cheeses to the cap-
tain of their thousand; and see how your
brothers are doing, and bring back news.”

19Now Saul, and they, and all themen of
Israel were in the valley of Elah, fighting
with the Philistines.

20 David rose up early in the morning
and left the sheep with a keeper, and took
the provisions andwent, as Jesse had com-
manded him. He came to the place of the
wagons as the army which was going out
to the fight shouted for the battle.

21 Israel and the Philistines put the battle
in array, army against army.

22 David left his baggage in the hand of
the keeper of the baggage and ran to the
army, and came and greeted his brothers.

23 As he talked with them, behold, the
champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath
by name, came up out of the ranks of the
Philistines, and said the same words; and
David heard them.

24 All the men of Israel, when they saw
theman, fled fromhim andwere terrified.

25Themen of Israel said, “Have you seen
this man who has come up? He has surely
come up to defy Israel. The king will give
great riches to the man who kills him, and
will give him his daughter, and will make
his father’s house tax-free in Israel.”

26 David spoke to the men who stood
by him, saying, “What shall be done to
the man who kills this Philistine and takes
away the reproach from Israel? For who
is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he
should defy the armies of the living God?”

27The people answered him in this way,
saying, “So shall it be done to themanwho
kills him.”

28Eliabhisoldestbrotherheardwhenhe
spoke to themen; andEliab’sangerburned
against David, and he said, “Why have you
come down? With whom have you left
those few sheep in the wilderness? I know
your pride and the evil of your heart; for
you have come down that you might see
the battle.”

29David said, “What have I nowdone? Is
there not a cause?”

30He turned away from him toward an-
other, and spoke like that again; and the
people answered him again the sameway.

31 When the words were heard which
David spoke, they rehearsed them before
Saul; and he sent for him.

32David said to Saul, “Let noman’s heart
fail because of him. Your servant will go
and fight with this Philistine.”

33Saul said to David, “You are not able to
go against this Philistine to fight with him;
for you are but a youth, and he a man of
war from his youth.”

34David said to Saul, “Your servant was
keepinghis father’s sheep; andwhena lion
or a bear came and took a lamb out of the
flock,

35 I went out after him, struck him, and
rescued it out of hismouth. Whenhe arose
against me, I caught him by his beard,
struck him, and killed him.

36 Your servant struck both the lion and
the bear. This uncircumcised Philistine
shall be as one of them, since he has defied
the armies of the living God.”

37 David said, “Yahweh, who delivered
me out of the paw of the lion and out of the
paw of the bear, will deliver me out of the
hand of this Philistine.”
Saul said to David, “Go! Yahweh will be

with you.”
38 Saul dressed David with his clothing.

He put a helmet of bronze on his head, and
he clad himwith a coat of mail.

39David strapped his sword on his cloth-
ing and he tried to move, for he had not
tested it. David said to Saul, “I can’t gowith
these, for I have not tested them.” Then
David took them off.

† 17:17 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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40He tookhis staff inhis hand, and chose
for himself five smooth stones out of the
brook, and put them in the pouch of his
shepherd’s bag which he had. His sling
was in his hand; and he came near to the
Philistine.

41 The Philistine walked and came near
to David; and themanwho bore the shield
went before him.

42 When the Philistine looked around
and saw David, he disdained him; for he
was but a youth, and ruddy, and had a
good looking face.

43 The Philistine said to David, “Am I a
dog, that you come tomewith sticks?” The
Philistine cursed David by his gods.

44 The Philistine said to David, “Come to
me, and Iwill give yourflesh to the birds of
the sky and to the animals of the field.”

45Then David said to the Philistine, “You
come to me with a sword, with a spear,
andwith a javelin; but I come to you in the
name of Yahweh of Armies, the God of the
armies of Israel, whom you have defied.

46 Today, Yahweh will deliver you into
my hand. I will strike you and take your
head from off you. I will give the dead
bodies of the army of the Philistines today
to the birds of the sky and to the wild
animals of the earth, that all the earthmay
know that there is a God in Israel,

47 and that all this assembly may know
that Yahweh doesn’t save with sword and
spear; for the battle is Yahweh’s, and he
will give you into our hand.”

48When the Philistine arose, andwalked
and came near to meet David, David hur-
ried and ran toward the army to meet the
Philistine.

49 David put his hand in his bag, took a
stoneand slung it, and struck thePhilistine
in his forehead. The stone sank into his
forehead, and he fell on his face to the
earth.

50 So David prevailed over the Philistine
with a sling and with a stone, and struck
thePhilistine andkilledhim; but therewas
no sword in David’s hand.

51 Then David ran, stood over the Philis-
tine, took his sword, drew it out of its
sheath, killed him, and cut off his head
with it.

When the Philistines saw that their
champion was dead, they fled.

52 The men of Israel and of Judah arose
and shouted, and pursued the Philistines
as far as Gai and to the gates of Ekron. The
wounded of the Philistines fell down by
the way to Shaaraim, even to Gath and to
Ekron.

53 The children of Israel returned from
chasing after the Philistines, and they
plundered their camp.

54 David took the head of the Philistine
and brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his
armor in his tent.

55 When Saul saw David go out against
the Philistine, he said to Abner, the captain
of the army, “Abner, whose son is this
youth?”
Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king, I

can’t tell.”
56 The king said, “Inquire whose son the

youngman is!”
57 As David returned from the slaugh-

ter of the Philistine, Abner took him and
brought him before Saul with the head of
the Philistine in his hand.

58 Saul said to him, “Whose son are you,
you youngman?”
David answered, “I am the son of your

servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.”
18

1Whenhe hadfinished speaking to Saul,
the soul of Jonathanwas knit with the soul
of David, and Jonathan loved him as his
own soul.

2 Saul took him that day, and wouldn’t
let him go home to his father’s house any
more.

3 Then Jonathan and David made a
covenant, becausehe lovedhimashis own
soul.

4 Jonathan stripped himself of the robe
that was on him and gave it to David with
his clothing, even including his sword, his
bow, and his sash.

5 David went out wherever Saul sent
him, andbehavedhimselfwisely; and Saul
set him over themen ofwar. It was good in
the sight of all the people, and also in the
sight of Saul’s servants.

6 As they came, when David returned
from the slaughter of the Philistine, the
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women came out of all the cities of Israel,
singing and dancing, to meet King Saul
with tambourines, with joy, and with in-
struments of music.

7Thewomen sang to one another as they
played, and said,
“Saul has slain his thousands,

and David his ten thousands.”
8 Saul was very angry, and this saying

displeased him. He said, “They have cred-
ited David with ten thousands, and they
have only credited me with thousands.
What can he havemore but the kingdom?”

9 Saul watched David from that day and
forward.

10 On the next day, an evil spirit from
God came mightily on Saul, and he proph-
esied in the middle of the house. David
playedwith his hand, as he did day by day.
Saul had his spear in his hand;

11 and Saul threw the spear, for he said,
“I will pin David to the wall!” David es-
caped from his presence twice.

12Saulwas afraid of David, because Yah-
wehwaswith him, and had departed from
Saul.

13Therefore Saul removed him from his
presence, and made him his captain over
a thousand; and he went out and came in
before the people.

14 David behaved himself wisely in all
his ways; and Yahwehwas with him.

15When Saul saw that he behaved him-
self very wisely, he stood in awe of him.

16 But all Israel and Judah loved David;
for he went out and came in before them.

17 Saul said to David, “Behold, my elder
daughter Merab. I will give her to you as
wife. Only be valiant for me, and fight
Yahweh’s battles.” For Saul said, “Don’t let
my hand be on him, but let the hand of the
Philistines be on him.”

18 David said to Saul, “Who am I, and
what is my life, or my father’s family in
Israel, that I should be son-in-law to the
king?”

19 But at the time when Merab, Saul’s
daughter, should have been given to
David, she was given to Adriel the Meho-
lathite as wife.

20 Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved David;
and they told Saul, and the thing pleased
him.

21 Saul said, I will give her to him, that
she may be a snare to him and that the
handof the Philistinesmaybe against him.
Therefore Saul said toDavida second time,
“You shall today bemy son-in-law.”

22 Saul commanded his servants, “Talk
with David secretly, and say, ‘Behold, the
kinghas delight in you, andall his servants
love you. Now therefore be the king’s son-
in-law.’ ”

23 Saul’s servants spoke those words in
the ears ofDavid. David said, “Does it seem
to you a light thing to be the king’s son-
in-law, since I am a poor man and little
known?”

24 The servants of Saul told him, saying,
“David spoke like this.”

25 Saul said, “Tell David, ‘The king de-
sires no dowry except one hundred fore-
skins of the Philistines, to be avenged of
the king’s enemies.’ ”Now Saul thought he
would make David fall by the hand of the
Philistines.

26 When his servants told David these
words, it pleased David well to be the
king’s son-in-law. Before the deadline,

27 David arose and went, he and his
men, and killed two hundred men of the
Philistines. ThenDavid brought their fore-
skins, and they gave them in full number
to the king, that he might be the king’s
son-in-law. Then Saul gave himMichal his
daughter as wife.

28 Saul saw and knew that Yahweh was
with David; and Michal, Saul’s daughter,
loved him.

29 Saul was even more afraid of David;
and Saul was David’s enemy continually.

30 Then the princes of the Philistines
went out; and as often as they went out,
David behaved himself more wisely than
all the servants of Saul, so that his name
was highly esteemed.

19
1 Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to

all his servants, that they should kill David.
But Jonathan, Saul’s son, greatly delighted
in David.

2 Jonathan told David, saying, “Saul my
father seeks to kill you. Now therefore,
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please takecareofyourself in themorning,
live in a secret place, and hide yourself.

3 I will go out and stand besidemy father
in the field where you are, and I will talk
with my father about you; and if I see
anything, I will tell you.”

4 Jonathan spoke good of David to Saul
his father, and said to him, “Don’t let the
king sin against his servant, against David;
becausehehasnot sinnedagainst you, and
because his works have been very good
toward you;

5 for heput his life in his handand struck
the Philistine, and Yahwehworked a great
victory for all Israel. You saw it and re-
joiced. Why thenwill you sin against inno-
cent blood, to kill David without a cause?”

6 Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan;
and Saul swore, “As Yahweh lives, he shall
not be put to death.”

7 Jonathan called David, and Jonathan
showed him all those things. Then
Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he
was in his presence as before.

8 There was war again. David went out
and fought with the Philistines, and killed
them with a great slaughter; and they fled
before him.

9An evil spirit fromYahwehwas on Saul
as he sat in his house with his spear in his
hand; and David was playing music with
his hand.

10 Saul sought to pin David to the wall
with the spear, but he slipped away out
of Saul’s presence; and he stuck the spear
into the wall. David fled and escaped that
night.

11Saul sentmessengers to David’s house
to watch him and to kill him in the morn-
ing. Michal, David’s wife, told him, saying,
“If you don’t save your life tonight, tomor-
row youwill be killed.”

12 So Michal let David down through the
window. He went away, fled, and escaped.

13Michal took the teraphim† and laid it
in the bed, and put a pillow of goats’ hair
at its head and covered it with clothes.

14 When Saul sent messengers to take
David, she said, “He is sick.”

15Saul sent themessengers to see David,
saying, “Bringhimup tome in thebed, that
I may kill him.”

16 When the messengers came in, be-
hold, the teraphimwas in the bed,with the
pillow of goats’ hair at its head.

17 Saul said to Michal, “Why have you
deceivedme like this and letmy enemy go,
so that he has escaped?”
Michal answered Saul, “He said to me,

‘Let me go! Why should I kill you?’ ”
18 Now David fled and escaped, and

came to Samuel at Ramah, and told him all
that Saul had done to him. He and Samuel
went and lived in Naioth.

19 Saul was told, saying, “Behold, David
is at Naioth in Ramah.”

20 Saul sent messengers to seize David;
and when they saw the company of the
prophets prophesying, and Samuel stand-
ing as head over them, God’s Spirit came
on Saul’smessengers, and they also proph-
esied.

21WhenSaulwas told, he sentothermes-
sengers, and they also prophesied. Saul
sent messengers again the third time, and
they also prophesied.

22Thenhealsowent toRamah, andcame
to the great well that is in Secu: and he
asked, “Where are Samuel and David?”
One said, “Behold, they are at Naioth in

Ramah.”
23 He went there to Naioth in Ramah.

ThenGod’s Spirit cameonhimalso, andhe
went on, and prophesied, until he came to
Naioth in Ramah.

24 He also stripped off his clothes. He
also prophesied before Samuel and lay
down naked all that day and all that night.
Therefore they say, “Is Saul also among the
prophets?”

20
1David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and

came and said to Jonathan, “What have I
done? What ismy iniquity? What ismy sin
before your father, that he seeks my life?”

2Hesaid tohim, “Far from it; youwill not
die. Behold, my father does nothing either
great or small, but that he discloses it to

† 19:13 teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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me. Why would my father hide this thing
fromme? It is not so.”

3David sworemoreover, and said, “Your
father knows well that I have found fa-
vor in your eyes; and he says, ‘Don’t let
Jonathanknow this, lest hebe grieved;’but
truly as Yahweh lives, and as your soul
lives, there is but a step between me and
death.”

4 Then Jonathan said to David, “What-
ever your soul desires, I will even do it for
you.”

5David said to Jonathan, “Behold, tomor-
row is the newmoon, and I should not fail
to dine with the king; but let me go, that I
mayhidemyself in thefield to the thirdday
at evening.

6 If your fathermissesme at all, then say,
‘David earnestly asked leave of me that he
might run to Bethlehem, his city; for it is
the yearly sacrifice there for all the family.’

7 If he says, ‘It is well,’ your servant shall
have peace; but if he is angry, then know
that evil is determined by him.

8 Therefore deal kindly with your ser-
vant, for you have brought your servant
into a covenant of Yahwehwith you; but if
there is iniquity inme, killme yourself, for
why should you bringme to your father?”

9 Jonathan said, “Far be it from you; for
if I should at all know that evil were deter-
mined by my father to come on you, then
wouldn’t I tell you that?”

10 Then David said to Jonathan, “Who
will tell me if your father answers you
roughly?”

11 Jonathan said to David, “Come! Let’s
go out into the field.” They both went out
into the field.

12 Jonathan said to David, “By Yahweh,
the God of Israel, when I have sounded
out my father about this time tomorrow,
or the third day, behold, if there is good
towardDavid,won’t I then send to you and
disclose it to you?

13 Yahweh do so to Jonathan and more
also, should it please my father to do you
evil, if I don’t disclose it to you and send
you away, that you may go in peace. May
Yahweh be with you as he has been with
my father.

14You shall not only showme the loving
kindness of Yahweh while I still live, that I
not die;

15 but you shall also not cut off your
kindness from my house forever, no, not
when Yahweh has cut off every one of the
enemies of David from the surface of the
earth.”

16 So Jonathan made a covenant with
David’s house, saying, “Yahweh will re-
quire it at the hand of David’s enemies.”

17 JonathancausedDavid to swearagain,
for the love that hehad tohim; for he loved
him as he loved his own soul.

18 Then Jonathan said to him, “Tomor-
row is the new moon, and you will be
missed, because your seat will be empty.

19When you have stayed three days, go
downquickly and come to the placewhere
you hid yourself when this started, and
remain by the stone Ezel.

20 I will shoot three arrows on its side, as
though I shot at a mark.

21Behold, I will send the boy, saying, ‘Go,
find the arrows!’ If I tell the boy, ‘Behold,
the arrows are on this side of you. Take
them;’ then come, for there is peace to you
and no danger, as Yahweh lives.

22But if I say this to the boy, ‘Behold, the
arrows are beyond you,’ then go yourway,
for Yahweh has sent you away.

23Concerning thematter which you and
I have spoken of, behold, Yahweh is be-
tween you andme forever.”

24 So David hid himself in the field.
When the new moon had come, the king
sat himself down to eat food.

25 The king sat on his seat, as at other
times, even on the seat by the wall; and
Jonathan stood up, and Abner sat by Saul’s
side, but David’s place was empty.

26Nevertheless Saul didn’t say anything
that day, for he thought, “Something has
happened to him. He is not clean. Surely
he is not clean.”

27 On the next day after the new moon,
the second day, David’s place was empty.
Saul said to Jonathan his son, “Why didn’t
the son of Jesse come to eat, either yester-
day, or today?”
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28 Jonathan answered Saul, “David
earnestly asked permission of me to go to
Bethlehem.

29He said, ‘Please let me go, for our fam-
ily has a sacrifice in the city. My brother
has commanded me to be there. Now, if I
have found favor in your eyes, please let
me go away and see my brothers.’ There-
fore he has not come to the king’s table.”

30 Then Saul’s anger burned against
Jonathan, and he said to him, “You son of a
perverse rebellious woman, don’t I know
that you have chosen the son of Jesse to
your own shame, and to the shame of your
mother’s nakedness?

31 For as long as the son of Jesse lives on
the earth, you will not be established, nor
will your kingdom. Therefore now send
and bring him to me, for he shall surely
die!”

32 Jonathan answered Saul his father,
and said to him, “Why should he be put to
death? What has he done?”

33Saul cast his spear at him to strikehim.
By this Jonathan knew that his father was
determined to put David to death.

34 So Jonathan arose from the table in
fierce anger, and ate no food the second
day of the month; for he was grieved for
David, because his father had treated him
shamefully.

35 In the morning, Jonathan went out
into the field at the time appointed with
David, and a little boy with him.

36He said to his boy, “Run, find now the
arrows which I shoot.” As the boy ran, he
shot an arrow beyond him.

37 When the boy had come to the place
of the arrow which Jonathan had shot,
Jonathan cried after the boy, and said,
“Isn’t the arrow beyond you?”

38 Jonathan cried after the boy, “Go fast!
Hurry! Don’t delay!” Jonathan’s boy gath-
ered up the arrows, and came to his mas-
ter.

39 But the boy didn’t know anything.
Only Jonathan andDavid knew thematter.

40 Jonathan gave his weapons to his boy,
and said to him, “Go, carry them to the
city.”

41 As soon as the boy was gone, David
arose out of the south, and fell on his face
to the ground, and bowed himself three
times. They kissed one another and wept
with one another, and David wept the
most.

42 Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace,
because we have both sworn in Yahweh’s
name, saying, ‘Yahweh is between me
and you, and between my offspring and
your offspring, forever.’ ” He arose and
departed; and Jonathan went into the city.

21
1 Then David came to Nob to Ahimelech

the priest. Ahimelech came to meet David
trembling, and said to him, “Why are you
alone, and nomanwith you?”

2 David said to Ahimelech the priest,
“The king has commandedme to do some-
thing, andhas said tome, ‘Let no one know
anything about the business about which
I send you, and what I have commanded
you. I have sent the youngmen to a certain
place.’

3 Now therefore what is under your
hand? Please give me five loaves of bread
inmy hand, or whatever is available.”

4The priest answered David, and said, “I
have no common bread, but there is holy
bread; if only the young men have kept
themselves fromwomen.”

5 David answered the priest, and said
to him, “Truly, women have been kept
from us as usual these three days. When
I came out, the vessels of the young men
were holy, though it was only a common
journey. Howmuchmore then today shall
their vessels be holy?”

6 So the priest gave him holy bread; for
there was no bread there but the show
bread thatwas taken frombefore Yahweh,
to be replaced with hot bread in the day
when it was taken away.

7 Now a certain man of the servants
of Saul was there that day, detained be-
fore Yahweh; and his name was Doeg the
Edomite, the best of the herdsmen who
belonged to Saul.

8 David said to Ahimelech, “Isn’t there
here under your hand spear or sword?
For I haven’t brought my sword or my
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weapons withme, because the king’s busi-
ness required haste.”

9 The priest said, “Behold, the sword of
Goliath the Philistine, whom you killed in
the valley of Elah, is here wrapped in a
cloth behind the ephod. If you would like
to take that, take it, for there is no other
except that here.”
David said, “There is none like that. Give

it to me.”
10David arose and fled that day for fear

of Saul, and went to Achish the king of
Gath.

11 The servants of Achish said to him,
“Isn’t this David the king of the land?
Didn’t they sing to one another about him
in dances, saying,
‘Saul has slain his thousands,

and David his ten thousands’?”
12David laid up thesewords in his heart,

and was very afraid of Achish the king of
Gath.

13He changed his behavior before them
and pretended to be insane in their hands,
and scribbled on the doors of the gate, and
let his spittle fall down on his beard.

14 Then Achish said to his servants,
“Look, you see the man is insane. Why
then have you brought him tome?

15 Do I lack madmen, that you have
brought this fellow to play the madman in
mypresence? Should this fellow come into
my house?”

22
1 David therefore departed from there

and escaped to Adullam’s cave. When his
brothers andall his father’s househeard it,
they went down there to him.

2 Everyone who was in distress, every-
one who was in debt, and everyone who
was discontented gathered themselves to
him; and he became captain over them.
There were with him about four hundred
men.

3 David went from there to Mizpeh of
Moab; and he said to the king of Moab,
“Please let my father andmymother come
out to you, until I know what God will do
for me.”

4 He brought them before the king of
Moab; and they livedwith him all the time
that David was in the stronghold.

5 The prophet Gad said to David, “Don’t
stay in the stronghold. Depart, and go into
the land of Judah.”
Then David departed, and came into the

forest of Hereth.
6 Saul heard that David was discovered,

with the men who were with him. Now
Saul was sitting in Gibeah, under the
tamarisk tree in Ramah, with his spear in
his hand, and all his servants were stand-
ing around him.

7 Saul said to his servants who stood
around him, “Hear now, you Benjamites!
Will the son of Jesse give everyone of you
fields and vineyards? Will he make you
all captains of thousands and captains of
hundreds?

8 Is that why all of you have conspired
against me, and there is no one who dis-
closes to me when my son makes a treaty
with the son of Jesse, and there is none of
you who is sorry for me, or discloses to
me that my son has stirred up my servant
against me, to lie in wait, as it is today?”

9 Then Doeg the Edomite, who stood by
the servants of Saul, answered and said,
“I saw the son of Jesse coming to Nob, to
Ahimelech the son of Ahitub.

10He inquired of Yahweh for him, gave
him food, and gave him the sword of Go-
liath the Philistine.”

11 Then the king sent to call Ahimelech
the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his
father’s house, the priests who were in
Nob; and they all came to the king.

12 Saul said, “Hear now, you son of Ahi-
tub.”
He answered, “Here I am, my lord.”
13 Saul said to him, “Why have you con-

spired againstme, youand the sonof Jesse,
in that you have given him bread, and a
sword, and have inquired of God for him,
that he should rise against me, to lie in
wait, as it is today?”

14 Then Ahimelech answered the king,
and said, “Who among all your servants is
so faithful as David, who is the king’s son-
in-law, captain of your body guard, and
honored in your house?
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15Have I today begun to inquire of God
for him? Be it far from me! Don’t let the
king impute anything to his servant, nor to
all the house ofmy father; for your servant
knew nothing of all this, less or more.”

16 The king said, “You shall surely die,
Ahimelech, you and all your father’s
house.”

17 The king said to the guard who stood
about him, “Turn and kill the priests of
Yahweh, because their hand also is with
David, and because they knew that he fled
and didn’t disclose it to me.” But the ser-
vants of the king wouldn’t put out their
hand to fall on the priests of Yahweh.

18 The king said to Doeg, “Turn and at-
tack the priests!”
Doeg the Edomite turned, and he at-

tacked thepriests, andhekilledon thatday
eighty-fivepeoplewhoworea linenephod.

19He struck Nob, the city of the priests,
with the edge of the sword—both men and
women, children and nursing babies, and
cattle, donkeys, andsheep,with theedgeof
the sword.

20Oneof the sonsofAhimelech the sonof
Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped and fled
after David.

21Abiathar toldDavid that Saul had slain
Yahweh’s priests.

22David said to Abiathar, “I knewon that
day, when Doeg the Edomite was there,
that hewould surely tell Saul. I am respon-
sible for thedeathof all thepersonsof your
father’s house.

23 Stay with me. Don’t be afraid, for he
who seeks my life seeks your life. You will
be safe withme.”

23
1Davidwas told, “Behold, the Philistines

are fighting against Keilah, and are rob-
bing the threshing floors.”

2 Therefore David inquired of Yah-
weh, saying, “Shall I go and strike these
Philistines?”
Yahweh said to David, “Go strike the

Philistines, and save Keilah.”
3 David’s men said to him, “Behold, we

are afraid here in Judah. Howmuch more
then if we go to Keilah against the armies
of the Philistines?”

4 Then David inquired of Yahweh yet
again. Yahweh answered him, and said,
“Arise, go down to Keilah; for I will deliver
the Philistines into your hand.”

5David and his men went to Keilah and
fought with the Philistines, and brought
away their livestock, and killed themwith
a great slaughter. So David saved the in-
habitants of Keilah.

6 When Abiathar the son of Ahimelech
fled to David to Keilah, he came downwith
an ephod in his hand.

7 Saul was told that David had come to
Keilah. Saul said, “God has delivered him
into my hand, for he is shut in by entering
into a town that has gates and bars.”

8 Saul summoned all the people to war,
to go down to Keilah to besiege David and
his men.

9David knew that Saulwas devisingmis-
chief against him. He said to Abiathar the
priest, “Bring the ephod here.”

10 Then David said, “O Yahweh, the God
of Israel, your servant has surely heard
that Saul seeks to come toKeilah to destroy
the city for my sake.

11Will the men of Keilah deliver me up
into his hand? Will Saul come down, as
your servant has heard? Yahweh, the God
of Israel, I beg you, tell your servant.”
Yahweh said, “Hewill come down.”
12 Then David said, “Will the men of

Keilah deliver me and my men into the
hand of Saul?”
Yahweh said, “Theywill deliver you up.”
13 Then David and his men, who were

about six hundred, arose anddeparted out
of Keilah and went wherever they could
go. Saul was told that David had escaped
from Keilah; and he gave up going there.

14 David stayed in the wilderness in
the strongholds, and remained in the hill
country in the wilderness of Ziph. Saul
sought him every day, but God didn’t de-
liver him into his hand.

15 David saw that Saul had come out to
seek his life. David was in the wilderness
of Ziph in the woods.

16 Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went
to David into thewoods, and strengthened
his hand in God.
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17He said tohim, “Don’t be afraid, for the
hand of Saulmy fatherwon’t find you; and
you will be king over Israel, and I will be
next to you; and Saulmy father knows that
also.”

18 They both made a covenant before
Yahweh. Then David stayed in the woods
and Jonathan went to his house.

19 Then the Ziphites came up to Saul
to Gibeah, saying, “Doesn’t David hide
himself with us in the strongholds in the
woods, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on
the south of the desert?

20 Now therefore, O king, come down.
According to all the desire of your soul to
come down; and our part will be to deliver
him up into the king’s hand.”

21Saul said, “You are blessed by Yahweh,
for you have had compassion onme.

22 Please go make yet more sure, and
know and see his place where his haunt
is, and who has seen him there; for I have
been told that he is very cunning.

23 See therefore, and take knowledge of
all the lurking places where he hides him-
self; and come again to me with certainty,
and I will go with you. It shall happen, if
he is in the land, that I will search him out
among all the thousands of Judah.”

24 They arose, and went to Ziph before
Saul; but David and his men were in the
wilderness of Maon, in the Arabah on the
south of the desert.

25 Saul and his men went to seek him.
When David was told, he went down to
the rock, and stayed in the wilderness of
Maon. When Saul heard that, he pursued
David in the wilderness of Maon.

26Saulwent on this side of themountain,
and David and his men on that side of the
mountain; and David hurried to get away
for fear of Saul, for Saul and his men sur-
rounded David and his men to take them.

27But a messenger came to Saul, saying,
“Hurry and come, for the Philistines have
made a raid on the land!”

28 So Saul returned from pursuing
David, and went against the Philistines.
Therefore they called that place Sela
Hammahlekoth.†

29Davidwent up from there and lived in
the strongholds of En Gedi.

24
1When Saul had returned from follow-

ing the Philistines, he was told, “Behold,
David is in the wilderness of En Gedi.”

2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen
men out of all Israel, and went to seek
David and hismen on the rocks of thewild
goats.

3He came to the sheep pens by the way,
where there was a cave; and Saul went in
to relieve himself. NowDavid and hismen
were staying in the innermost parts of the
cave.

4 David’s men said to him, “Behold, the
day of which Yahweh said to you, ‘Behold,
I will deliver your enemy into your hand,
and you shall do to him as it shall seem
good toyou.’ ”ThenDavidaroseandcut off
the skirt of Saul’s robe secretly.

5 Afterward, David’s heart struck him
because he had cut off Saul’s skirt.

6He said to hismen, “Yahweh forbid that
I should do this thing tomy lord, Yahweh’s
anointed, to stretch out my hand against
him, since he is Yahweh’s anointed.”

7 So David checked his men with these
words, and didn’t allow them to rise
against Saul. Saul rose up out of the cave,
and went on his way.

8 David also arose afterward, and went
out of the cave and cried after Saul, saying,
“My lord the king!”
When Saul looked behind him, David

bowed with his face to the earth, and
showed respect.

9 David said to Saul, “Why do you lis-
ten to men’s words, saying, ‘Behold, David
seeks to harm you’?

10 Behold, today your eyes have seen
how Yahweh had delivered you today into
my hand in the cave. Some urged me to
kill you, but I spared you. I said, ‘I will not
stretchoutmyhandagainstmy lord, forhe
is Yahweh’s anointed.’

11Moreover, my father, behold, yes, see
the skirt of your robe in my hand; for in
that I cut off the skirt of your robe and
didn’t kill you, know and see that there is
neither evil nor disobedience in my hand.

† 23:28 “Sela Hammahlekoth”means “rock of parting”.
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I have not sinned against you, though you
hunt for my life to take it.

12 May Yahweh judge between me and
you, and may Yahweh avenge me of you;
but my handwill not be on you.

13 As the proverb of the ancients says,
‘Out of the wicked comes wickedness;’ but
my handwill not be on you.

14 Against whom has the king of Israel
come out? Whom do you pursue? A dead
dog? A flea?

15May Yahweh therefore be judge, and
give sentence between me and you, and
see, and plead my cause, and deliver me
out of your hand.”

16 It came to pass, when David had fin-
ished speaking these words to Saul, that
Saul said, “Is that your voice, my son
David?” Saul lifted up his voice and wept.

17He said to David, “You are more righ-
teous than I; for youhave done good tome,
whereas I have done evil to you.

18Youhavedeclared todayhowyouhave
dealt well withme, because when Yahweh
had delivered me up into your hand, you
didn’t kill me.

19For if amanfindshis enemy,will he let
him go away unharmed? Therefore may
Yahweh reward you good for that which
you have done to me today.

20 Now, behold, I know that you will
surely be king, and that the kingdom of
Israel will be established in your hand.

21Swearnow therefore tomebyYahweh
that you will not cut off my offspring after
me, and that youwill not destroymyname
out of my father’s house.”

22David swore to Saul. Saul went home,
but David and his men went up to the
stronghold.

25
1 Samuel died; and all Israel gathered

themselves together and mourned for
him, and buried him at his house at
Ramah.
Then David arose and went down to the

wilderness of Paran.
2 There was a man in Maon whose pos-

sessions were in Carmel; and themanwas
very great. He had three thousand sheep

anda thousand goats; andhewas shearing
his sheep in Carmel.

3 Now the name of the man was Nabal;
and the name of his wife Abigail. This
womanwas intelligent andhadabeautiful
face; but the man was surly and evil in his
doings. He was of the house of Caleb.

4David heard in the wilderness that Na-
bal was shearing his sheep.

5 David sent ten young men; and David
said to the young men, “Go up to Carmel,
andgo toNabal, andgreethim inmyname.

6 Tell him, ‘Long life to you! Peace be to
you! Peace be to your house! Peace be to
all that you have!

7Now I have heard that you have shear-
ers. Your shepherds have now been with
us, andwe didn’t harm them. Nothingwas
missing from them all the time they were
in Carmel.

8Ask your young men, and they will tell
you. Therefore let the young men find
favor in your eyes, for we come on a good
day. Please give whatever comes to your
hand to your servants and to your son
David.’ ”

9 When David’s young men came, they
spoke toNabal all thosewords in the name
of David, and waited.

10Nabal answered David’s servants and
said, “Who is David? Who is the son of
Jesse? There aremany servantswhobreak
away from their masters these days.

11 Shall I then take my bread, my water,
and my meat that I have killed for my
shearers, and give it to men who I don’t
knowwhere they come from?”

12 So David’s young men turned on their
wayandwentback, andcameand toldhim
all these words.

13David said to hismen, “Everyman put
on his sword!”
Every man put on his sword. David also

putonhis sword. About fourhundredmen
followed David, and two hundred stayed
by the baggage.

14But one of the youngmen told Abigail,
Nabal’s wife, saying, “Behold, David sent
messengers out of the wilderness to greet
our master; and he insulted them.
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15But themenwere very good to us, and
we were not harmed, and we didn’t miss
anything as long as we went with them,
whenwewere in the fields.

16 They were a wall to us both by night
and by day, all the while we were with
them keeping the sheep.

17 Now therefore know and consider
what you will do; for evil is determined
against our master and against all his
house, for he is such a worthless fellow
that one can’t speak to him.”

18 Then Abigail hurried and took two
hundred loavesofbread, twocontainersof
wine, five sheep ready dressed, five seahs†
of parched grain, one hundred clusters of
raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and
laid them on donkeys.

19 She said to her young men, “Go on
beforeme. Behold, I amcoming after you.”
But she didn’t tell her husband, Nabal.

20As she rode on her donkey, and came
down hidden by the mountain, behold,
David andhismen camedown towardher,
and shemet them.

21 Now David had said, “Surely in vain
I have kept all that this fellow has in the
wilderness, so that nothing was missed of
all that pertained to him. He has returned
me evil for good.

22God do so to the enemies of David, and
more also, if I leave of all that belongs to
him by the morning light so much as one
who urinates on a wall.”‡

23When Abigail saw David, she hurried
and got off her donkey, and fell before
David onher face and bowedherself to the
ground.

24She fell at his feet and said, “Onme,my
lord, on me be the blame! Please let your
servant speak inyourears. Hear thewords
of your servant.

25 Please don’t let my lord pay attention
to this worthless fellow, Nabal, for as his
name is, so is he. Nabal§ is his name, and
folly iswith him; but I, your servant, didn’t
see my lord’s youngmenwhom you sent.

26 Now therefore, my lord, as Yahweh
lives and as your soul lives, since Yahweh

has withheld you from blood guiltiness
and fromavengingyourselfwithyourown
hand, now therefore let your enemies and
thosewho seek evil tomy lord be as Nabal.

27Now this present which your servant
hasbrought tomy lord, let it be given to the
youngmenwho followmy lord.

28Please forgive the trespass of your ser-
vant. For Yahweh will certainly make my
lord a sure house, because my lord fights
Yahweh’s battles. Evil will not be found in
you all your days.

29 Though men may rise up to pursue
you and to seek your soul, yet the soul of
my lord will be bound in the bundle of life
with Yahweh your God. He will sling out
the souls of your enemies as from a sling’s
pocket.

30 It will come to pass, when Yahweh has
done to my lord according to all the good
that he has spoken concerning you, and
has appointed you prince over Israel,

31 that this shall be no grief to you, nor
offense of heart to my lord, either that you
have shed blood without cause, or that my
lord has avenged himself. When Yahweh
has dealt well with my lord, then remem-
ber your servant.”

32David said to Abigail, “Blessed is Yah-
weh, the God of Israel, who sent you today
to meet me!

33Blessed is your discretion, and blessed
are you, who have kept me today from
blood guiltiness, and from avenging my-
self withmy own hand.

34 For indeed, as Yahweh the God of
Israel lives, who has withheld me from
harming you, unless you had hurried and
come to meet me, surely there wouldn’t
have been left to Nabal by the morning
light so much as one who urinates on a
wall.”†

35 So David received from her hand that
which she had brought him. Then he said
to her, “Go up in peace to your house.
Behold, I have listened to your voice and
have granted your request.”

36Abigail came to Nabal; and behold, he
held a feast in his house like the feast of a

† 25:18 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks ‡ 25:22 or, male. § 25:25 “Nabal” means “foolish”.
† 25:34 or, onemale.
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king. Nabal’s heart wasmerrywithin him,
for he was very drunk. Therefore she told
him nothing until the morning light.

37 In the morning, when the wine had
gone out of Nabal, his wife told him these
things; and his heart died within him, and
he became as a stone.

38 About ten days later, Yahweh struck
Nabal, so that he died.

39 When David heard that Nabal was
dead, he said, “Blessed is Yahweh, who has
pleaded the cause of my reproach from
the hand of Nabal, and has kept back his
servant from evil. Yahweh has returned
the evildoing of Nabal on his own head.”
David sent and spoke concerning Abi-

gail, to take her to himself as wife.
40 When David’s servants had come to

Abigail to Carmel, they spoke to her, say-
ing, “David has sent us to you, to take you
to him as wife.”

41 She arose and bowed herself with her
face to the earth, and said, “Behold, your
servant is a servant to wash the feet of the
servants of my lord.”

42Abigail hurriedly arose and rode on a
donkey with her five maids who followed
her; and she went after the messengers of
David, and became his wife.

43 David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel;
and they both became his wives.

44Now Saul had givenMichal his daugh-
ter, David’s wife, to Palti the son of Laish,
who was of Gallim.

26
1 The Ziphites came to Saul to Gibeah,

saying, “Doesn’t David hide himself in
the hill of Hachilah, which is before the
desert?”

2 Then Saul arose and went down to the
wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand
chosen men of Israel with him, to seek
David in the wilderness of Ziph.

3 Saul encamped in the hill of Hachilah,
which is before the desert, by the way.
But David stayed in the wilderness, and
he saw that Saul came after him into the
wilderness.

4David therefore sent out spies, and un-
derstood that Saul had certainly come.

5ThenDavid arose and came to theplace
where Saul had encamped; and David saw

the place where Saul lay, with Abner the
son of Ner, the captain of his army. Saul
laywithin the place of thewagons, and the
people were encamped around him.

6 Then David answered and said to
Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Abishai the
son of Zeruiah, brother of Joab, saying,
“Who will go down with me to Saul to the
camp?”
Abishai said, “I will go downwith you.”
7 So David and Abishai came to the peo-

ple by night; and, behold, Saul lay sleeping
within the place of the wagons, with his
spear stuck in the ground at his head; and
Abner and the people lay around him.

8 Then Abishai said to David, “God has
delivered up your enemy into your hand
today. Now therefore please let me strike
him with the spear to the earth at one
stroke, and I will not strike him the second
time.”

9 David said to Abishai, “Don’t destroy
him, for who can stretch out his hand
against Yahweh’s anointed, and be guilt-
less?”

10David said, “As Yahweh lives, Yahweh
will strikehim; orhis day shall come todie,
or he shall go down into battle and perish.

11 Yahweh forbid that I should stretch
out my hand against Yahweh’s anointed;
but now please take the spear that is at his
head and the jar of water, and let’s go.”

12 So David took the spear and the jar
of water from Saul’s head, and they went
away. No man saw it, or knew it, nor
did any awake; for they were all asleep,
because a deep sleep from Yahweh had
fallen on them.

13 Then David went over to the other
side, and stood on the top of the moun-
tain far away, a great space being between
them;

14 and David cried to the people, and to
Abner the son of Ner, saying, “Don’t you
answer, Abner?”
Then Abner answered, “Who are you

who calls to the king?”
15 David said to Abner, “Aren’t you a

man? Who is like you in Israel? Why then
have you not kept watch over your lord
the king? For one of the people came in to
destroy your lord the king.
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16 This thing isn’t good that you have
done. As Yahweh lives, you are worthy
to die, because you have not kept watch
over your lord, Yahweh’s anointed. Now
seewhere the king’s spear is, and the jar of
water that was at his head.”

17 Saul recognized David’s voice, and
said, “Is this your voice, my son David?”
David said, “It is my voice, my lord, O

king.”
18He said, “Whydoesmy lord pursue his

servant? For what have I done? What evil
is in my hand?

19Now therefore, please let my lord the
king hear the words of his servant. If it is
so that Yahweh has stirred you up against
me, let him accept an offering. But if it
is the children of men, they are cursed
before Yahweh; for they have driven me
out today that I shouldn’t cling to Yahweh’s
inheritance, saying, ‘Go, serve other gods!’

20Now therefore, don’t let my blood fall
to the earth away from the presence of
Yahweh; for the king of Israel has come
out to seek a flea, as when one hunts a
partridge in themountains.”

21 Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Re-
turn, my son David; for I will no more do
you harm, becausemy life was precious in
your eyes today. Behold, I have played the
fool, and have erred exceedingly.”

22David answered, “Behold the spear, O
king! Let one of the youngmen come over
and get it.

23 Yahweh will give to every man his
righteousness and his faithfulness; be-
cause Yahweh delivered you intomy hand
today, and I wouldn’t stretch out my hand
against Yahweh’s anointed.

24 Behold, as your life was respected to-
day in my eyes, so let my life be respected
in Yahweh’s eyes, and let him deliver me
out of all oppression.”

25 Then Saul said to David, “You are
blessed, my son David. You will both do
mightily, and will surely prevail.”
So David went his way, and Saul re-

turned to his place.

27
1 David said in his heart, “I will now

perish one day by the hand of Saul. There
is nothing better for me than that I should
escape into the land of the Philistines; and
Saul will despair of me, to seek me any
more in all the borders of Israel. So I will
escape out of his hand.”

2 David arose and passed over, he and
the six hundred men who were with him,
to Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath.

3 David lived with Achish at Gath, he
and his men, every man with his house-
hold, even David with his two wives,
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess and Abigail the
Carmelitess, Nabal’s wife.

4 Saul was told that David had fled to
Gath, so he stopped looking for him.

5 David said to Achish, “If now I have
found favor in your eyes, let them give me
a place in one of the cities in the country,
that I may dwell there. For why should
your servant dwell in the royal city with
you?”

6 Then Achish gave him Ziklag that day:
therefore Ziklag belongs to the kings of
Judah to this day.

7 The number of the days that David
lived in the country of the Philistines was
a full year and fourmonths.

8 David and his men went up and
raided theGeshurites, theGirzites, and the
Amalekites; for thosewere the inhabitants
of the land who were of old, on the way to
Shur, even to the land of Egypt.

9 David struck the land, and saved no
man or woman alive, and took away the
sheep, the cattle, the donkeys, the camels,
and the clothing. Then he returned, and
came to Achish.

10Achish said, “Against whom have you
made a raid today?”
David said, “Against the South of Judah,

against the South of the Jerahmeelites, and
against the South of the Kenites.”

11David saved neither man nor woman
alive to bring them to Gath, saying, “Lest
they should tell about us, saying, ‘David
did this, and this has been his way all the
time he has lived in the country of the
Philistines.’ ”



1 Samuel 27:12 316 1 Samuel 28:21

12AchishbelievedDavid, saying, “Hehas
made his people Israel utterly to abhor
him. Therefore he will be my servant
forever.”

28
1 In those days, the Philistines gathered

their armies together for warfare, to fight
with Israel. Achish said to David, “Know
assuredly that you will go out with me in
the army, you and yourmen.”

2 David said to Achish, “Therefore you
will knowwhat your servant can do.”
Achish said to David, “Therefore I will

make youmy bodyguard forever.”
3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel

had mourned for him and buried him in
Ramah, even in his own city. Saul had sent
away those who had familiar spirits and
the wizards out of the land.

4 The Philistines gathered themselves
together, and came and encamped in
Shunem; and Saul gathered all Israel to-
gether, and they encamped in Gilboa.

5 When Saul saw the army of the
Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart
trembled greatly.

6 When Saul inquired of Yahweh, Yah-
weh didn’t answer him by dreams, by
Urim, or by prophets.

7ThenSaul said to his servants, “Seek for
meawomanwhohas a familiar spirit, that
I may go to her and inquire of her.”
His servants said to him, “Behold, there

is a woman who has a familiar spirit at
Endor.”

8Saul disguisedhimself andput onother
clothing, and went, he and two men with
him, and they came to thewomanbynight.
Then he said, “Please consult forme by the
familiar spirit, andbringmeupwhomever
I shall name to you.”

9 The woman said to him, “Behold, you
know what Saul has done, how he has cut
off those who have familiar spirits and the
wizards out of the land. Why then do you
lay a snare formy life, to causeme to die?”

10 Saul swore to her by Yahweh, saying,
“As Yahweh lives, no punishmentwill hap-
pen to you for this thing.”

11 Then the woman said, “Whom shall I
bring up to you?”

He said, “Bring Samuel up for me.”
12 When the woman saw Samuel, she

cried with a loud voice; and the woman
spoke to Saul, saying, “Why have you de-
ceivedme? For you are Saul!”

13 The king said to her, “Don’t be afraid!
What do you see?”
The woman said to Saul, “I see a god

coming up out of the earth.”
14 He said to her, “What does he look

like?”
She said, “An old man comes up. He is

covered with a robe.” Saul perceived that
it was Samuel, and he bowed with his face
to the ground, and showed respect.

15 Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you
disturbedme, to bringme up?”
Saulanswered, “I amverydistressed; for

the Philistines make war against me, and
God has departed from me, and answers
me no more, by prophets, or by dreams.
Therefore I have called you, that you may
make known tomewhat I shall do.”

16Samuel said, “Whythendoyouaskme,
since Yahweh has departed from you and
has become your adversary?

17Yahwehhasdone toyouashe spokeby
me. Yahweh has torn the kingdom out of
your hand and given it to your neighbor,
even to David.

18 Because you didn’t obey Yahweh’s
voice, and didn’t execute his fierce wrath
on Amalek, therefore Yahweh has done
this thing to you today.

19 Moreover Yahweh will deliver Is-
rael also with you into the hand of the
Philistines; and tomorrow you and your
sons will be with me. Yahweh will deliver
the army of Israel also into the hand of the
Philistines.”

20 Then Saul fell immediately his full
length on the earth, and was terrified, be-
cause of Samuel’s words. There was no
strength in him, for he had eaten no bread
all day long or all night long.

21Thewoman came to Saul and saw that
he was very troubled, and said to him,
“Behold, your servant has listened to your
voice, and I have put my life in my hand,
andhave listened toyourwordswhichyou
spoke to me.
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22 Now therefore, please listen also to
the voice of your servant, and let me set a
morsel of bread before you. Eat, that you
may have strength when you go on your
way.”

23 But he refused, and said, “I will not
eat.” But his servants, together with the
woman, constrained him; and he listened
to their voice. So he arose from the earth
and sat on the bed.

24 The woman had a fattened calf in the
house. She hurried and killed it; and she
took flour and kneaded it, and baked un-
leavened bread of it.

25 She brought it before Saul and before
his servants, and they ate. Then they rose
up andwent away that night.

29
1 Now the Philistines gathered together

all their armies to Aphek; and the Is-
raelites encamped by the spring which is
in Jezreel.

2 The lords of the Philistines passed on
by hundreds and by thousands; and David
and his men passed on in the rear with
Achish.

3Then the princes of the Philistines said,
“What about these Hebrews?”
Achish said to the princes of the

Philistines, “Isn’t this David, the servant
of Saul the king of Israel, who has been
with me these days, or rather these years?
I have found no fault in him since he fell
away until today.”

4 But the princes of the Philistines were
angry with him; and the princes of the
Philistines said to him, “Make the man
return, that he may go back to his place
where you have appointed him, and let
him not go down with us to battle, lest in
the battle he become an adversary to us.
For with what should this fellow reconcile
himself to his lord? Should it not be with
the heads of these men?

5 Isn’t thisDavid, ofwhompeople sang to
one another in dances, saying,
‘Saul has slain his thousands,

and David his ten thousands’?”
6 Then Achish called David and said to

him, “As Yahweh lives, you have been up-
right, and your going out and your coming
in withme in the army is good inmy sight;

for I have not found evil in you since the
day of your coming to me to this day. Nev-
ertheless, the lords don’t favor you.

7Therefore now return, and go in peace,
that you not displease the lords of the
Philistines.”

8 David said to Achish, “But what have
I done? What have you found in your
servant so longas Ihavebeenbeforeyou to
this day, that Imay not go and fight against
the enemies of my lord the king?”

9 Achish answered David, “I know that
you are good in my sight, as an angel of
God. Notwithstanding, the princes of the
Philistines have said, ‘He shall not go up
with us to the battle.’

10 Therefore now rise up early in the
morning with the servants of your lord
who have come with you; and as soon as
you are up early in the morning and have
light, depart.”

11SoDavid roseupearly, he andhismen,
to depart in themorning, to return into the
land of the Philistines; and the Philistines
went up to Jezreel.

30
1When David and his men had come to

Ziklag on the third day, the Amalekites had
made a raid on the South and on Ziklag,
and had struck Ziklag and burned it with
fire,

2 and had taken captive the women and
all who were in it, both small and great.
They didn’t kill any, but carried them off
andwent their way.

3When David and his men came to the
city, behold, it was burned with fire; and
theirwives, their sons, and theirdaughters
were taken captive.

4 Then David and the people who were
with him lifted up their voice and wept
until they had nomore power to weep.

5David’s two wives were taken captive,
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the
wife of Nabal the Carmelite.

6 David was greatly distressed, for the
people spoke of stoning him, because the
souls of all the people were grieved, every
man for his sons and for his daughters; but
David strengthened himself in Yahweh his
God.



1 Samuel 30:7 318 1 Samuel 30:29

7 David said to Abiathar the priest, the
son of Ahimelech, “Please bring the ephod
here to me.”
Abiathar brought the ephod to David.
8 David inquired of Yahweh, saying, “If

I pursue after this troop, will I overtake
them?”
He answered him, “Pursue, for you will

surely overtake them, andwillwithout fail
recover all.”

9 So David went, he and the six hundred
men who were with him, and came to the
brook Besor, where those who were left
behind stayed.

10 But David pursued, he and four hun-
dredmen; for two hundred stayed behind,
who were so faint that they couldn’t go
over the brook Besor.

11 They found an Egyptian in the field,
and brought him to David, and gave him
bread, andheate; and theygavehimwater
to drink.

12They gave him a piece of a cake of figs
and two clusters of raisins. When he had
eaten, his spirit came again to him; for he
had eaten no bread, and drank no water
for three days and three nights.

13 David asked him, “To whom do you
belong? Where are you from?”
He said, “I am a young man of Egypt,

servant to an Amalekite; and my master
left me, because three days ago I got sick.

14 We made a raid on the South of the
Cherethites, and on that which belongs to
Judah, and on the South of Caleb; and we
burned Ziklag with fire.”

15David said to him, “Will you bring me
down to this troop?”
He said, “Swear to me by God that you

will not kill me and not deliver me up into
the hands of my master, and I will bring
you down to this troop.”

16When he had brought him down, be-
hold, they were spread around over all
the ground, eating, drinking, and dancing,
because of all the great plunder that they
had taken out of the land of the Philistines,
and out of the land of Judah.

17 David struck them from the twilight
even to the evening of the next day. Not
a man of them escaped from there, except

four hundred young men who rode on
camels and fled.

18 David recovered all that the
Amalekites had taken, and David rescued
his two wives.

19 There was nothing lacking to them,
neither small nor great, neither sons nor
daughters, neither plunder, nor anything
that they had taken. David brought them
all back.

20David took all theflocks and theherds,
which they drove before those other live-
stock, and said, “This is David’s plunder.”

21David came to the two hundred men,
who were so faint that they could not fol-
low David, whom also they had made to
stay at the brook Besor; and they went out
tomeet David, and tomeet the peoplewho
were with him. When David came near to
the people, he greeted them.

22 Then all the wicked men and worth-
less fellows of those who went with David
answered and said, “Because they didn’t
go with us, we will not give them anything
of the plunder that we have recovered,
except to every man his wife and his chil-
dren, that he may lead them away and
depart.”

23 Then David said, “Do not do so, my
brothers, with that which Yahweh has
given to us, who has preserved us, and
delivered the troop that came against us
into our hand.

24Who will listen to you in this matter?
For as his share is who goes down to the
battle, so shall his share be who stays with
the baggage. They shall share alike.”

25 It was so from that day forward that
he made it a statute and an ordinance for
Israel to this day.

26 When David came to Ziklag, he sent
some of the plunder to the elders of Ju-
dah, even to his friends, saying, “Behold,
a present for you from the plunder of Yah-
weh’s enemies.”

27He sent it to those whowere in Bethel,
to those whowere in Ramoth of the South,
to those whowere in Jattir,

28 to those who were in Aroer, to those
who were in Siphmoth, to those who were
in Eshtemoa,

29 to those who were in Racal, to those
whowere in the cities of the Jerahmeelites,
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to those who were in the cities of the Ken-
ites,

30 to thosewhowere inHormah, to those
who were in Borashan, to those who were
in Athach,

31 to those who were in Hebron, and to
all the places where David himself and his
men used to stay.

31
1 Now the Philistines fought against Is-

rael; and the men of Israel fled from be-
fore the Philistines, and fell down slain on
Mount Gilboa.

2 The Philistines overtook Saul and his
sons; and the Philistines killed Jonathan,
Abinadab, and Malchishua, the sons of
Saul.

3 The battle went hard against Saul, and
the archers overtook him; and he was
greatly distressedby reasonof the archers.

4 Then Saul said to his armor bearer,
“Draw your sword, and thrust me through
with it, lest these uncircumcised come and
thrust me through and abuse me!” But
his armor bearer would not, for he was
terrified. Therefore Saul took his sword
and fell on it.

5When his armor bearer saw that Saul
was dead, he likewise fell on his sword,
and died with him.

6 So Saul died with his three sons, his
armor bearer, and all his men that same
day together.

7 When the men of Israel who were on
the other side of the valley, and those who
were beyond the Jordan, saw that themen
of Israel fled and that Saul and his sons
were dead, they abandoned the cities and
fled; and the Philistines came and lived in
them.

8 On the next day, when the Philistines
came to strip the slain, they foundSaul and
his three sons fallen onMount Gilboa.

9 They cut off his head, stripped off
his armor, and sent into the land of the
Philistines all around, to carry the news to
the house of their idols and to the people.

10They put his armor in the house of the
Ashtaroth, and they fastened his body to
the wall of Beth Shan.

11When the inhabitants of JabeshGilead
heard what the Philistines had done to
Saul,

12 all the valiant men arose, went all
night, and took the body of Saul and the
bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth
Shan; and they came to Jabesh and burned
them there.

13 They took their bones and buried
them under the tamarisk† tree in Jabesh,
and fasted seven days.

† 31:13 or, salt cedar
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The Second Book of
Samuel

1 After the death of Saul, when David
had returned from the slaughter of the
Amalekites, and David had stayed two
days in Ziklag,

2 on the third day, behold,† a man came
out of the camp from Saul, with his clothes
torn and earth on his head. When he came
to David, he fell to the earth and showed
respect.

3David said to him, “Where do you come
from?”
He said to him, “I have escapedout of the

camp of Israel.”
4 David said to him, “How did it go?

Please tell me.”
He answered, “The people have fled

from the battle, and many of the people
also have fallen and are dead. Saul and
Jonathan his son are dead also.”

5David said to the young man who told
him, “How do you know that Saul and
Jonathan his son are dead?”

6 The young man who told him said, “As
I happened by chance on Mount Gilboa,
behold, Saul was leaning on his spear; and
behold, the chariots and the horsemen fol-
lowed close behind him.

7Whenhe lookedbehindhim,he sawme
and called to me. I answered, ‘Here I am.’

8 He said to me, ‘Who are you?’ I an-
swered him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’

9He said to me, ‘Please stand beside me,
and kill me, for anguish has taken hold of
me becausemy life lingers in me.’

10 So I stood beside him and killed him,
because I was sure that he could not live
after he had fallen. I took the crown that
was on his head and the bracelet that was
onhis arm, andhave brought themhere to
my lord.”

11 Then David took hold on his clothes
and tore them; and all the men who were
with him did likewise.

12 They mourned, wept, and fasted until
evening for Saul and for Jonathan his son,

and for the people of Yahweh,‡ and for the
house of Israel, because they had fallen by
the sword.

13David said to the young man who told
him, “Where are you from?”
He answered, “I am the son of a for-

eigner, an Amalekite.”
14David said to him, “Whywere you not

afraid to stretch out your hand to destroy
Yahweh’s anointed?”

15David calledoneof theyoungmenand
said, “Go near, and cut him down!” He
struck him so that he died.

16 David said to him, “Your blood be on
your head, for your mouth has testified
against you, saying, ‘I have slain Yahweh’s
anointed.’ ”

17David lamentedwith this lamentation
over Saul and over Jonathan his son

18 (and he commanded them to teach
the children of Judah the song of the bow;
behold, it is written in the book of Jashar):
19 “Your glory, Israel, was slain on your

high places!
How themighty have fallen!

20Don’t tell it in Gath.
Don’t publish it in the streets of
Ashkelon,

lest thedaughters of thePhilistines rejoice,
lest the daughters of the uncircum-
cised triumph.

21Youmountains of Gilboa,
let there be no dewor rain on you, and
no fields of offerings;

for there the shield of the mighty was
defiled and cast away,

the shield of Saul was not anointed
with oil.

22From the blood of the slain,
from the fat of themighty,
Jonathan’s bow didn’t turn back.
Saul’s sword didn’t return empty.

23 Saul and Jonathan were lovely and
pleasant in their lives.

In their death, they were not divided.
They were swifter than eagles.

They were stronger than lions.
24You daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,

who clothed you delicately in scarlet,
† 1:2 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
‡ 1:12 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations.
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who put ornaments of gold on your
clothing.

25How the mighty have fallen in the mid-
dle of the battle!

Jonathan was slain on your high
places.

26 I am distressed for you, my brother
Jonathan.

You have been very pleasant to me.
Your love to mewas wonderful,
surpassing the love of women.

27How themighty have fallen,
and the weapons of war have per-
ished!”

2
1 After this, David inquired of Yahweh,

saying, “Shall I go up into any of the cities
of Judah?”
Yahweh said to him, “Go up.”
David said, “Where shall I go up?”
He said, “To Hebron.”
2 So David went up there with his two

wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abi-
gail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite.

3 David brought up his men who were
with him, every man with his household.
They lived in the cities of Hebron.

4Themen of Judah came, and there they
anointed David king over the house of Ju-
dah. They told David, “The men of Jabesh
Gilead were those who buried Saul.”

5 David sent messengers to the men of
Jabesh Gilead, and said to them, “Blessed
are you by Yahweh, that you have shown
this kindness to your lord, even to Saul,
and have buried him.

6 Now may Yahweh show loving kind-
ness and truth to you. I also will reward
you for this kindness, because you have
done this thing.

7 Now therefore let your hands be
strong, and be valiant; for Saul your lord
is dead, and also the house of Judah have
anointedme king over them.”

8 Now Abner the son of Ner, captain
of Saul’s army, had taken Ishbosheth the
son of Saul and brought him over to Ma-
hanaim.

9 He made him king over Gilead, over
the Ashurites, over Jezreel, over Ephraim,
over Benjamin, and over all Israel.

10 Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, was forty years
oldwhenhebegan to reignover Israel, and
he reigned two years. But the house of
Judah followed David.

11 The time that David was king in He-
bron over the house of Judah was seven
years and six months.

12Abner the son of Ner, and the servants
of Ishbosheth the son of Saul, went out
fromMahanaim to Gibeon.

13 Joab the son of Zeruiah and David’s
servants went out, and met them by the
pool of Gibeon; and they sat down, the one
on the one side of the pool and the other on
the other side of the pool.

14 Abner said to Joab, “Please let the
youngmen arise and compete before us!”
Joab said, “Let them arise!”
15 Then they arose and went over by

number: twelve for Benjamin and for Ish-
bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve of
David’s servants.

16They each caught his opponent by the
head and thrust his sword in his fellow’s
side; so they fell down together. Therefore
that place in Gibeon was called Helkath
Hazzurim.†

17 The battle was very severe that day;
and Abner was beaten, and the men of
Israel, before David’s servants.

18 The three sons of Zeruiah were there:
Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. Asahel was as
light of foot as a wild gazelle.

19Asahel pursued Abner. He didn’t turn
to the right hand or to the left from follow-
ing Abner.

20 Then Abner looked behind him and
said, “Is that you, Asahel?”
He answered, “It is.”
21Abner said to him, “Turn away to your

right hand or to your left, and grab one of
the young men, and take his armor.” But
Asahel would not turn away from follow-
ing him.

22 Abner said again to Asahel, “Turn
away from following me. Why should I

† 2:16 “Helkath Hazzurim”means “field of daggers”.
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strike you to the ground? How then could
I look Joab your brother in the face?”

23 However, he refused to turn away.
Therefore Abner with the back end of the
spear struck him in the body, so that the
spear came out behind him; and he fell
down there and died in the same place. As
many as came to the place where Asahel
fell down and died stood still.

24 But Joab and Abishai pursued Abner.
The sun went down when they had come
to the hill of Ammah, that lies before Giah
by the way of the wilderness of Gibeon.

25 The children of Benjamin gathered
themselves together after Abner and be-
came one band, and stood on the top of a
hill.

26 Then Abner called to Joab, and said,
“Shall the sword devour forever? Don’t
you know that it will be bitterness in the
latter end? How longwill it be then, before
you ask the people to return from follow-
ing their brothers?”

27 Joab said, “As God‡ lives, if you had
not spoken, surely then in the morning
the people would have gone away, and not
each followed his brother.”

28 So Joab blew the trumpet; and all the
people stood still and pursued Israel no
more, and they fought nomore.

29Abner and his men went all that night
through the Arabah; and they passed over
the Jordan, and went through all Bithron,
and came toMahanaim.

30 Joab returned from following Abner;
and when he had gathered all the people
together, nineteenmen of David’s andAsa-
hel weremissing.

31 But David’s servants had struck Ben-
jamin Abner’s men so that three hundred
sixty men died.

32They tookupAsahel andburiedhim in
the tombofhis father,whichwas inBethle-
hem. Joab and his men went all night, and
the day broke on them at Hebron.

3
1Nowtherewas longwarbetweenSaul’s

house and David’s house. David grew

stronger and stronger, but Saul’s house
grewweaker and weaker.

2 Sons were born to David in Hebron.
His firstborn was Amnon, of Ahinoam the
Jezreelitess;

3 and his second, Chileab, of Abigail the
wife of Nabal the Carmelite; and the third,
Absalom the son of Maacah the daughter
of Talmai king of Geshur;

4 and the fourth, Adonijah the son of
Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah the son
of Abital;

5and thesixth, Ithream, ofEglah,David’s
wife. Thesewere born to David inHebron.

6 While there was war between Saul’s
house and David’s house, Abner made
himself strong in Saul’s house.

7 Now Saul had a concubine, whose
name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah;
and Ishbosheth said to Abner, “Why have
you gone in to my father’s concubine?”

8 Then Abner was very angry about Ish-
bosheth’s words, and said, “Am I a dog’s
head that belongs to Judah? Today I show
kindness to your father Saul’s house, to
his brothers, and to his friends, and have
not delivered you into the hand of David;
and yet you charge me today with a fault
concerning this woman!

9 God do so to Abner, and more also, if,
as Yahweh has sworn to David, I don’t do
even so to him:

10 to transfer the kingdom from Saul’s
house, and to set up David’s throne over
Israel and over Judah, from Dan even to
Beersheba.”

11 He could not answer Abner another
word, because he was afraid of him.

12Abner sentmessengers toDavid onhis
behalf, saying, “Whose is the land?” and
saying, “Make your alliance with me, and
behold, my hand will be with you to bring
all Israel around to you.”

13David said, “Good. I will make a treaty
with you, but one thing I require of you.
That is, youwill not seemy face unless you
first bring Michal, Saul’s daughter, when
you come to seemy face.”

14David sent messengers to Ishbosheth,
Saul’s son, saying, “Deliver me my wife

‡ 2:27 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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Michal,whomIwas given tomarry for one
hundred foreskins of the Philistines.”

15 Ishbosheth sent and took her fromher
husband, Paltiel the son of Laish.

16Her husband went with her, weeping
as he went, and followed her to Bahurim.
ThenAbner said to him, “Go! Return!” and
he returned.

17 Abner had communication with the
elders of Israel, saying, “In times past, you
sought for David to be king over you.

18Now then do it! For Yahweh has spo-
ken of David, saying, ‘By the hand of my
servant David, I will save my people Israel
out of the hand of the Philistines, and out
of the hand of all their enemies.’ ”

19 Abner also spoke in the ears of Ben-
jamin; andAbnerwent also to speak in the
ears of David in Hebron all that seemed
good to Israel and to the whole house of
Benjamin.

20 So Abner came to David to Hebron,
and twenty men with him. David made
Abner and the men who were with him a
feast.

21 Abner said to David, “I will arise and
go, and will gather all Israel to my lord the
king, that they may make a covenant with
you, and that you may reign over all that
your souldesires.” DavidsentAbneraway;
and he went in peace.

22 Behold, David’s servants and Joab
came from a raid and brought in a great
plunder with them; but Abner was not
with David in Hebron, for he had sent him
away, and he had gone in peace.

23When Joab and all the army who was
with him had come, they told Joab, “Abner
the son of Ner came to the king, and he has
sent him away, and he has gone in peace.”

24 Then Joab came to the king and said,
“What have you done? Behold, Abner
came to you. Why is it that you have sent
him away, and he is already gone?

25 You know Abner the son of Ner. He
came to deceive you, and to know your
going out and your coming in, and to know
all that you do.”

26When Joab had come out from David,
he sent messengers after Abner, and they
brought him back from the well of Sirah;
but David didn’t know it.

27When Abner had returned to Hebron,
Joab took him aside into the middle of the
gate to speak with him quietly, and struck
him there in the body, so that he died for
the blood of Asahel his brother.

28 Afterward, when David heard it, he
said, “I and my kingdom are guiltless be-
fore Yahweh forever of the blood of Abner
the son of Ner.

29Let it fall on the head of Joab and on all
his father’s house. Let there not fail from
the house of Joab onewho has a discharge,
or who is a leper, or who leans on a staff,
or who falls by the sword, or who lacks
bread.”

30 So Joab and Abishai his brother killed
Abner, because he had killed their brother
Asahel at Gibeon in the battle.

31David said to Joab and to all the people
who were with him, “Tear your clothes,
and clothe yourselves with sackcloth, and
mourn in front of Abner.” King David
followed the bier.

32They buried Abner inHebron; and the
king lifteduphis voice andwept atAbner’s
grave; and all the people wept.

33 The king lamented for Abner, and
said, “Should Abner die as a fool dies?

34 Your hands weren’t bound, and your
feet weren’t put into fetters. As aman falls
before the children of iniquity, so you fell.”
All the people wept again over him.
35 All the people came to urge David to

eat bread while it was yet day; but David
swore, saying, “God do so to me, andmore
also, if I taste bread or anything else, until
the sun goes down.”

36 All the people took notice of it, and
it pleased them, as whatever the king did
pleased all the people.

37 So all the people and all Israel under-
stood that day that it was not of the king to
kill Abner the son of Ner.

38 The king said to his servants, “Don’t
you know that a prince and a great man
has fallen today in Israel?

39 I am weak today, though anointed
king. These men, the sons of Zeruiah are
too hard for me. May Yahweh reward the
evildoer according to his wickedness.”
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4
1When Saul’s son heard that Abner was

dead in Hebron, his hands became feeble,
and all the Israelites were troubled.

2 Saul’s son had two men who were
captains of raiding bands. The name of
one was Baanah and the name of the
other Rechab, the sons of Rimmon the
Beerothite, of the children of Benjamin
(for Beeroth also is considered a part of
Benjamin;

3and the Beerothites fled to Gittaim, and
have lived as foreigners there until today).

4 Now Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son
who was lame in his feet. He was five
years old when the news came about Saul
and Jonathan out of Jezreel; and his nurse
picked him up and fled. As she hurried to
flee, he fell and became lame. His name
wasMephibosheth.

5 The sons of Rimmon the Beerothite,
Rechab and Baanah, went out and came at
about the heat of the day to the house of
Ishbosheth as he took his rest at noon.

6They came there into the middle of the
house as though they would have fetched
wheat, and they struck him in the body;
and Rechab and Baanah his brother es-
caped.

7 Now when they came into the house
as he lay on his bed in his bedroom, they
struck him, killed him, beheaded him, and
took his head, and went by the way of the
Arabah all night.

8 They brought the head of Ishbosheth
to David to Hebron, and said to the king,
“Behold, the head of Ishbosheth, the son
of Saul, your enemy, who sought your life!
Yahweh has avenged my lord the king to-
day of Saul and of his offspring.†”

9 David answered Rechab and Baanah
his brother, the sons of Rimmon the
Beerothite, and said to them, “As Yahweh
lives, who has redeemedmy soul out of all
adversity,

10when someone told me, ‘Behold, Saul
is dead,’ thinking that he brought good
news, I seizedhimandkilledhim inZiklag,
which was the reward I gave him for his
news.

11 How much more, when wicked men
have slain a righteous person in his own

house on his bed, should I not now require
his blood from your hand, and rid the
earth of you?”

12 David commanded his young men,
and they killed them, cut off their hands
and their feet, and hanged them up be-
side the pool in Hebron. But they took
the head of Ishbosheth and buried it in
Abner’s grave in Hebron.

5
1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to

David at Hebron and spoke, saying, “Be-
hold, we are your bone and your flesh.

2 In times past, when Saul was king over
us, it was you who led Israel out and in.
Yahweh said to you, ‘You will be shepherd
ofmy people Israel, and youwill be prince
over Israel.’ ”

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the
king to Hebron, and King David made a
covenantwith them inHebronbefore Yah-
weh; and they anointed David king over
Israel.

4 David was thirty years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned forty years.

5 InHebron he reigned over Judah seven
years and sixmonths, and in Jerusalem he
reigned thirty-three years over all Israel
and Judah.

6 The king and his men went to
Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the in-
habitants of the land, who spoke to David,
saying, “The blind and the lame will keep
you out of here,” thinking, “David can’t
come in here.”

7NeverthelessDavid took the stronghold
of Zion. This is David’s city.

8 David said on that day, “Whoever
strikes the Jebusites, let him go up to the
watercourse and strike those lame and
blind, who are hated by David’s soul.”
Therefore they say, “The blind and the
lame can’t come into the house.”

9 David lived in the stronghold, and
called it David’s city. David built around
fromMillo and inward.

10 David grew greater and greater, for
Yahweh, the God of Armies, was with him.

† 4:8 or, seed
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11 Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers
to David, with cedar trees, carpenters, and
masons; and they built David a house.

12 David perceived that Yahweh had es-
tablished him king over Israel, and that
he had exalted his kingdom for his people
Israel’s sake.

13 David took more concubines and
wives for himself out of Jerusalem, after
he had come fromHebron; andmore sons
and daughters were born to David.

14 These are the names of those who
were born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua,
Shobab, Nathan, Solomon,

15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia,
16Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.
17 When the Philistines heard that they

had anointed David king over Israel, all
the Philistines went up to seek David, but
David heard about it andwent down to the
stronghold.

18 Now the Philistines had come and
spread themselves in the valley of
Rephaim.

19 David inquired of Yahweh, saying,
“Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will
you deliver them intomy hand?”
Yahweh said to David, “Go up; for I will

certainly deliver the Philistines into your
hand.”

20 David came to Baal Perazim, and
David struck them there. Then he said,
“Yahweh has broken my enemies before
me, like the breach of waters.” Therefore
he called the name of that place Baal Per-
azim.†

21They left their images there, andDavid
and his men took them away.

22 The Philistines came up yet again
and spread themselves in the valley of
Rephaim.

23 When David inquired of Yahweh, he
said, “You shall not go up. Circle around
behind them, and attack them in front of
themulberry trees.

24Whenyouhear the soundofmarching
in the tops of the mulberry trees, then stir
yourself up; for then Yahweh has gone
out before you to strike the army of the
Philistines.”

25David did so, as Yahweh commanded
him, and struck the Philistines all the way
from Geba to Gezer.

6
1 David again gathered together all the

chosenmen of Israel, thirty thousand.
2David arose and went with all the peo-

ple who were with him from Baale Judah,
to bring up from there God’s ark, which is
called by the Name, even the name of Yah-
weh of Armies who sits above the cheru-
bim.

3 They set God’s ark on a new cart, and
brought it out of Abinadab’s house that
was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the
sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart.

4 They brought it out of Abinadab’s
housewhichwas in thehill,withGod’s ark;
and Ahio went before the ark.

5 David and all the house of Israel
played before Yahweh with all kinds of
instruments made of cypress wood, with
harps, with stringed instruments, with
tambourines, with castanets, and with
cymbals.

6When they came to the threshing floor
of Nacon, Uzzah reached for God’s ark and
took hold of it, for the cattle stumbled.

7Yahweh’s anger burned against Uzzah,
andGodstruckhimthere forhis error; and
he died there by God’s ark.

8David was displeased because Yahweh
had broken out against Uzzah; and he
called that place Perez Uzzah† to this day.

9 David was afraid of Yahweh that day;
and he said, “How could Yahweh’s ark
come tome?”

10 So David would not move Yahweh’s
ark to be with him in David’s city; but
David carried it aside into Obed-Edom the
Gittite’s house.

11Yahweh’s ark remained inObed-Edom
the Gittite’s house three months; and Yah-
weh blessed Obed-Edom and all his house.

12 King David was told, “Yahweh has
blessed the house of Obed-Edom, and all
that belongs to him, because of God’s ark.”
So Davidwent and brought up God’s ark

from the house of Obed-Edom into David’s
city with joy.

† 5:20 “Baal Perazim”means “Lord who breaks out”. † 6:8 “Perez Uzzah”means “outbreak against Uzzah”.
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13 When those who bore Yahweh’s ark
had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and
a fattened calf.

14David danced before Yahweh with all
hismight; andDavidwas clothed in a linen
ephod.

15 So David and all the house of Israel
brought up Yahweh’s ark with shouting
and with the sound of the trumpet.

16 As Yahweh’s ark came into David’s
city, Michal the daughter of Saul looked
out through the window and saw King
David leaping and dancing before Yah-
weh; and she despised him in her heart.

17They brought in Yahweh’s ark, and set
it in its place in the middle of the tent that
David hadpitched for it; andDavid offered
burnt offerings and peace offerings before
Yahweh.

18When David had finished offering the
burnt offering and the peace offerings, he
blessed the people in the name of Yahweh
of Armies.

19He gave to all the people, even among
the whole multitude of Israel, both to
men and women, to everyone a portion of
bread, dates, and raisins. So all the people
departed, each to his own house.

20 Then David returned to bless his
household. Michal the daughter of Saul
came out to meet David, and said, “How
glorious the king of Israel was today, who
uncovered himself today in the eyes of his
servants’maids, as one of the vain fellows
shamelessly uncovers himself!”

21 David said to Michal, “It was before
Yahweh, who chose me above your father,
and above all his house, to appoint me
prince over the people of Yahweh, over
Israel. Therefore I will celebrate before
Yahweh.

22 I will be yet more undignified than
this, andwill beworthless inmyownsight.
But the maids of whom you have spoken
will honorme.”

23 Michal the daughter of Saul had no
child to the day of her death.

7
1When the king lived in his house, and

Yahweh had given him rest from all his
enemies all around,

2 the king said to Nathan the prophet,
“See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but
God’s ark dwells within curtains.”

3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that
is in your heart, for Yahweh is with you.”

4 That same night, Yahweh’s word came
to Nathan, saying,

5 “Goand tellmy servant David, ‘Yahweh
says, “Should you build me a house for me
to dwell in?

6 For I have not lived in a house since
theday that I brought the childrenof Israel
up out of Egypt, even to this day, but have
moved around in a tent and in a taberna-
cle.

7 In all places in which I have walked
with all the children of Israel, did I say a
word to anyone from the tribes of Israel
whom I commanded to be shepherd of my
people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not
built me a house of cedar?’ ” ’

8 Now therefore tell my servant David
this: ‘Yahweh of Armies says, “I took you
from the sheep pen, from following the
sheep, to be prince over my people, over
Israel.

9 I have been with you wherever you
went, and have cut off all your enemies
from before you. I will make you a great
name, like the name of the great ones who
are in the earth.

10 I will appoint a place for my people
Israel, and will plant them, that they may
dwell in their own place and be moved no
more. The children of wickedness will not
afflict them anymore, as at the first,

11and as from the day that I commanded
judges to be over my people Israel. I will
cause you to rest from all your enemies.
Moreover Yahweh tells you that Yahweh
will make you a house.

12When your days are fulfilled and you
sleep with your fathers, I will set up your
offspring after you, who will proceed out
of your body, and I will establish his king-
dom.

13Hewill buildahouse formyname, and
I will establish the throne of his kingdom
forever.

14 I will be his father, and he will be my
son. If he commits iniquity, I will chasten
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him with the rod of men and with the
stripes of the children of men;

15butmy loving kindnesswill not depart
fromhim, as I took it fromSaul,whomIput
away before you.

16 Your house and your kingdom will
be made sure forever before you. Your
throne will be established forever.” ’ ”

17Nathan spoke toDavid all thesewords,
and according to all this vision.

18 Then David the king went in and sat
before Yahweh; and he said, “Who am I,
Lord† Yahweh, and what is my house, that
you have brought me this far?

19Thiswas yet a small thing in your eyes,
Lord Yahweh, but you have spoken also of
your servant’s house for a great while to
come; and this amongmen, Lord Yahweh!

20What more can David say to you? For
you know your servant, Lord Yahweh.

21For yourword’s sake, andaccording to
your own heart, you have worked all this
greatness, to make your servant know it.

22Therefore you are great, Yahweh God.
For there isnoone likeyou, neither is there
any God besides you, according to all that
we have heard with our ears.

23 What one nation in the earth is like
your people, even like Israel, whom God
went to redeem to himself for a people,
and to make himself a name, and to do
great things for you, and awesome things
for your land, before your people, whom
you redeemed to yourself out of Egypt,
from the nations and their gods?

24You established for yourself your peo-
ple Israel to be your people forever; and
you, Yahweh, became their God.

25 “Now, Yahweh God, the word that you
have spoken concerning your servant, and
concerning his house, confirm it forever,
and do as you have spoken.

26 Let your name be magnified forever,
saying, ‘Yahweh of Armies is God over Is-
rael; and the house of your servant David
will be established before you.’

27 For you, Yahweh of Armies, the God
of Israel, have revealed to your servant,
saying, ‘Iwill build youahouse.’ Therefore

your servant has found in his heart to pray
this prayer to you.

28 “Now, O Lord Yahweh, you are God,
and your words are truth, and you have
promised this good thing to your servant.

29 Now therefore, let it please you to
bless the house of your servant, that itmay
continue forever before you; for you, Lord
Yahweh, have spoken it. Let the house of
your servant be blessed forever with your
blessing.”

8
1 After this, David struck the Philistines

and subdued them; and David took the
bridle of themother city out of the hand of
the Philistines.

2HedefeatedMoab, andmeasured them
with the line, making them to lie down on
the ground; and he measured two lines to
put to death, and one full line to keep alive.
The Moabites became servants to David,
and brought tribute.

3 David also struck Hadadezer the son
of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to
recover his dominion at the River.

4 David took from him one thousand
seven hundred horsemen and twenty
thousand footmen. David hamstrung the
chariot horses, but reserved enough of
them for one hundred chariots.

5 When the Syrians of Damascus came
to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David
struck twenty two thousand men of the
Syrians.

6 Then David put garrisons in Syria of
Damascus; and the Syrians became ser-
vants to David, and brought tribute. Yah-
weh gave victory to David wherever he
went.

7David took the shields of gold thatwere
on the servants of Hadadezer, and brought
them to Jerusalem.

8FromBetah and fromBerothai, cities of
Hadadezer, King David took a great quan-
tity of bronze.

9 When Toi king of Hamath heard
that David had struck all the army of
Hadadezer,

† 7:18 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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10 then Toi sent Joram his son to King
David to greet him and to bless him, be-
cause he had fought against Hadadezer
and struck him; for Hadadezer had wars
with Toi. Joram brought with him vessels
of silver, vessels of gold, and vessels of
bronze.

11 King David also dedicated these to
Yahweh, with the silver and gold that he
dedicated of all the nations which he sub-
dued—

12 of Syria, of Moab, of the children of
Ammon, of the Philistines, of Amalek, and
of the plunder of Hadadezer, son of Rehob,
king of Zobah.

13Davidearneda reputationwhenhe re-
turned from striking down eighteen thou-
sand men of the Syrians in the Valley of
Salt.

14 He put garrisons in Edom. Through-
out all Edom, he put garrisons, and all
the Edomites became servants to David.
Yahwehgavevictory toDavidwhereverhe
went.

15 David reigned over all Israel; and
David executed justice and righteousness
for all his people.

16 Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the
army, Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was
recorder,

17 Zadok the son of Ahitub and Ahim-
elech the son of Abiathar were priests,
Seraiah was scribe,

18 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over
the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and
David’s sons were chief ministers.

9
1 David said, “Is there yet any who is

left of Saul’s house, that I may show him
kindness for Jonathan’s sake?”

2 There was of Saul’s house a servant
whose namewas Ziba, and they called him
toDavid; and theking said tohim, “Areyou
Ziba?”
He said, “I am your servant.”
3 The king said, “Is there not yet any of

Saul’s house, that I may show the kindness
of God to him?”
Ziba said to the king, “Jonathan still has

a son, who is lame in his feet.”
4The king said to him, “Where is he?”

Ziba said to the king, “Behold, he is in the
house of Machir the son of Ammiel, in Lo
Debar.”

5Then King David sent and brought him
out of the house of Machir the son of Am-
miel, from Lo Debar.

6Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the
son of Saul, came to David, fell on his face,
and showed respect. David said, “Mephi-
bosheth?”
He answered, “Behold, your servant!”
7 David said to him, “Don’t be afraid,

for I will surely show you kindness for
Jonathan your father’s sake, and will re-
store to you all the land of Saul your father.
Youwill eat bread atmy table continually.”

8 He bowed down, and said, “What is
your servant, that you should look at such
a dead dog as I am?”

9Then the king called to Ziba, Saul’s ser-
vant, and said to him, “All that belonged
to Saul and to all his house I have given to
yourmaster’s son.

10 Till the land for him—you, your sons,
and your servants. Bring in the harvest,
that your master’s son may have bread to
eat; but Mephibosheth your master’s son
will always eat bread at my table.”
Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty

servants.
11Then Ziba said to the king, “According

to all that my lord the king commands
his servant, so your servant will do.” So
Mephibosheth ate at the king’s table like
one of the king’s sons.

12Mephiboshethhadayoungson,whose
name was Mica. All who lived in Ziba’s
house were servants to Mephibosheth.

13 So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem,
for he ate continually at the king’s table.
He was lame in both his feet.

10
1 After this, the king of the children of

Ammon died, and Hanun his son reigned
in his place.

2 David said, “I will show kindness to
Hanun the son of Nahash, as his father
showed kindness to me.” So David sent by
his servants to comfort himconcerninghis
father. David’s servants came into the land
of the children of Ammon.
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3 But the princes of the children of Am-
mon said to Hanun their lord, “Do you
think that David honors your father, in
that he has sent comforters to you? Hasn’t
David sent his servants to you to search the
city, to spy it out, and to overthrow it?”

4 So Hanun took David’s servants,
shaved off one half of their beards, and cut
off their garments in the middle, even to
their buttocks, and sent them away.

5 When they told David this, he sent
to meet them, for the men were greatly
ashamed. The king said, “Wait at Jericho
until your beards have grown, and then
return.”

6When the children of Ammon saw that
they had become odious to David, the chil-
dren of Ammon sent and hired the Syrians
of Beth Rehob and the Syrians of Zobah,
twenty thousand footmen, and the king of
Maacah with one thousand men, and the
men of Tob twelve thousandmen.

7 When David heard of it, he sent Joab
and all the army of themighty men.

8 The children of Ammon came out, and
put thebattle inarrayat theentranceof the
gate. The Syrians of Zobah and of Rehob
and the men of Tob and Maacah were by
themselves in the field.

9 Now when Joab saw that the battle
was set against him before and behind, he
chose of all the choice men of Israel and
put them in array against the Syrians.

10 The rest of the people he committed
into the hand of Abishai his brother; and
he put them in array against the children
of Ammon.

11He said, “If the Syrians are too strong
for me, then you shall help me; but if the
children of Ammon are too strong for you,
then I will come and help you.

12 Be courageous, and let’s be strong for
our people and for the cities of our God;
and may Yahweh do what seems good to
him.”

13So Joab and the people whowerewith
him came near to the battle against the
Syrians, and they fled before him.

14When the childrenofAmmonsaw that
the Syrians had fled, they likewise fled
before Abishai, and entered into the city.

Then Joab returned from the children of
Ammon and came to Jerusalem.

15When the Syrians saw that they were
defeated by Israel, they gathered them-
selves together.

16 Hadadezer sent and brought out the
Syrians who were beyond the River; and
they came to Helam, with Shobach the
captain of the army of Hadadezer at their
head.

17 David was told that; and he gathered
all Israel together, passed over the Jordan,
and came to Helam. The Syrians set them-
selves in array against David and fought
with him.

18 The Syrians fled before Israel; and
David killed seven hundred charioteers of
the Syrians and forty thousand horsemen,
and struck Shobach the captain of their
army, so that he died there.

19When all the kings whowere servants
to Hadadezer saw that they were defeated
before Israel, they made peace with Israel
and served them. So the Syrians were
afraid to help the children of Ammon any
more.

11
1 At the return of the year, at the time

when kings go out, David sent Joab and
his servants with him, and all Israel; and
theydestroyed the childrenofAmmonand
besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at
Jerusalem.

2 At evening, David arose from his bed
andwalked on the roof of the king’s house.
From the roof, he saw a woman bathing,
and the womanwas very beautiful to look
at.

3 David sent and inquired after the
woman. One said, “Isn’t this Bathsheba,
the daughter of Eliam, Uriah the Hittite’s
wife?”

4 David sent messengers, and took her;
and she came in tohim, andhe laywithher
(for she was purified from her unclean-
ness); and she returned to her house.

5 The woman conceived; and she sent
and told David, and said, “I amwith child.”

6David sent to Joab, “Send me Uriah the
Hittite.” Joab sent Uriah to David.
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7 When Uriah had come to him, David
asked him how Joab did, and how the peo-
ple fared, and how the war prospered.

8David said to Uriah, “Go down to your
house and wash your feet.” Uriah de-
parted out of the king’s house, and a gift
from the king was sent after him.

9But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s
house with all the servants of his lord, and
didn’t go down to his house.

10 When they had told David, saying,
“Uriah didn’t go down to his house,”David
said to Uriah, “Haven’t you come from a
journey? Why didn’t you go down to your
house?”

11 Uriah said to David, “The ark, Israel,
and Judah, are staying in tents; and my
lord Joab and the servants of my lord are
encamped in the open field. Shall I then go
intomyhouse to eat and to drink, and to lie
withmywife? As you live, andas your soul
lives, I will not do this thing!”

12 David said to Uriah, “Stay here today
also, and tomorrow I will let you depart.”
So Uriah stayed in Jerusalem that day and
the next day.

13 When David had called him, he ate
and drank before him; and he made him
drunk. At evening, hewent out to lie onhis
bedwith the servants of his lord, but didn’t
go down to his house.

14 In themorning, Davidwrote a letter to
Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah.

15 He wrote in the letter, saying, “Send
Uriah to the forefront of the hottest bat-
tle, and retreat from him, that he may be
struck and die.”

16When Joab kept watch on the city, he
assignedUriah to the placewhere he knew
that valiant menwere.

17 The men of the city went out and
fought with Joab. Some of the people fell,
even of David’s servants; and Uriah the
Hittite died also.

18 Then Joab sent and told David all the
things concerning the war;

19 and he commanded the messenger,
saying, “Whenyouhave finished telling all
the things concerning the war to the king,

20 it shall be that, if theking’swratharise,
andhe asks you, ‘Whydid you go sonear to

the city to fight? Didn’t you know that they
would shoot from the wall?

21 Who struck Abimelech the son of
Jerubbesheth? Didn’t a woman cast an
upper millstone on him from the wall, so
that he died at Thebez? Why did you go
so near the wall?’ then you shall say, ‘Your
servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead.’ ”

22So themessenger went, and came and
showed David all that Joab had sent him
for.

23 The messenger said to David, “The
men prevailed against us, and came out to
us into thefield; andwewereon themeven
to the entrance of the gate.

24 The shooters shot at your servants
from off the wall; and some of the king’s
servants are dead, and your servant Uriah
the Hittite is also dead.”

25 Then David said to the messenger,
“Tell Joab, ‘Don’t let this thing displease
you, for the sword devours one as well
as another. Make your battle stronger
against the city, and overthrow it.’ Encour-
age him.”

26 When Uriah’s wife heard that Uriah
her husband was dead, she mourned for
her husband.

27 When the mourning was past, David
sent and took her home to his house, and
she became his wife and bore him a son.
But the thing that David had done dis-
pleased Yahweh.

12
1Yahweh sentNathan toDavid. He came

to him, and said to him, “There were two
men inone city: the one rich, and the other
poor.

2The richmanhadverymanyflocks and
herds,

3 but the poor man had nothing, except
one little ewe lamb, which he had bought
and raised. It grew up together with him
and with his children. It ate of his own
food, drank of his own cup, and lay in his
bosom, and was like a daughter to him.

4A traveler came to the richman, and he
didn’t want to take of his own flock and of
his own herd to prepare for the wayfaring
man who had come to him, but took the
poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the
manwho had come to him.”
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5 David’s anger burned hot against the
man, and he said to Nathan, “As Yahweh
lives, the man who has done this deserves
to die!

6He must restore the lamb fourfold, be-
cause he did this thing and because he had
no pity!”

7Nathansaid toDavid, “Youare theman!
This is what Yahweh, the God of Israel,
says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and
I delivered you out of the hand of Saul.

8 I gave you your master’s house and
your master’s wives into your bosom, and
gave you the house of Israel and of Judah;
and if that would have been too little, I
would have added to youmanymore such
things.

9 Why have you despised Yahweh’s
word, to do that which is evil in his sight?
You have struck Uriah the Hittite with the
sword, have taken hiswife to be yourwife,
and have slain him with the sword of the
children of Ammon.

10 Now therefore the sword will never
depart fromyour house, because youhave
despisedme and have taken Uriah the Hit-
tite’s wife to be your wife.’

11 “This is what Yahweh says: ‘Behold, I
will raise up evil against you out of your
own house; and I will take your wives
before your eyes and give them to your
neighbor, and he will lie with your wives
in the sight of this sun.

12 For you did this secretly, but I will do
this thing before all Israel, and before the
sun.’ ”

13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned
against Yahweh.”
Nathan said to David, “Yahweh also has

put away your sin. You will not die.
14 However, because by this deed you

have given great occasion to Yahweh’s en-
emies to blaspheme, the child also who is
born to you will surely die.”

15Then Nathan departed to his house.
Yahweh struck the child that Uriah’s

wife bore to David, and he was very sick.
16 David therefore begged God for the

child; and David fasted, and went in and
lay all night on the ground.

17 The elders of his house arose beside
him, to raise him up from the earth; but
he would not, and he didn’t eat breadwith
them.

18 On the seventh day, the child died.
David’s servants were afraid to tell him
that the child was dead, for they said, “Be-
hold, while the child was yet alive, we
spoke to him and he didn’t listen to our
voice. Howwill he thenharmhimself ifwe
tell him that the child is dead?”

19 But when David saw that his ser-
vants were whispering together, David
perceived that the child was dead; and
David said to his servants, “Is the child
dead?”
They said, “He is dead.”
20 Then David arose from the earth,

and washed and anointed himself, and
changed his clothing; and he came into
Yahweh’s house, and worshiped. Then
he came to his own house; and when he
requested, they set bread before him and
he ate.

21 Then his servants said to him, “What
is this that you have done? You fasted and
wept for the child while he was alive, but
when the child was dead, you rose up and
ate bread.”

22He said, “While the childwas yet alive,
I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who knows
whether Yahweh will not be gracious to
me, that the child may live?’

23But nowhe is dead. Why should I fast?
Can I bring him back again? I will go to
him, but he will not return to me.”

24 David comforted Bathsheba his wife,
and went in to her, and lay with her.
She bore a son, and he called his name
Solomon. Yahweh loved him;

25and he sent by the hand of Nathan the
prophet, and he named him Jedidiah,† for
Yahweh’s sake.

26 Now Joab fought against Rabbah of
the children of Ammon, and took the royal
city.

27 Joab sent messengers to David, and
said, “I have fought against Rabbah. Yes, I
have taken the city of waters.

28 Now therefore gather the rest of the
people together, and encamp against the

† 12:25 “Jedidiah”means “loved by Yahweh”.
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city and take it; lest I take the city, and it
be called bymy name.”

29David gathered all the people together
and went to Rabbah, and fought against it
and took it.

30He took the crown of their king from
off his head; and its weight was a talent‡ of
gold, and in it were precious stones; and
it was set on David’s head. He brought a
great quantity of plunder out of the city.

31Hebroughtout thepeoplewhowere in
it, andput themtoworkunder saws, under
iron picks, under axes of iron, and made
them go to the brick kiln; and he did so
to all the cities of the children of Ammon.
Then David and all the people returned to
Jerusalem.

13
1 After this, Absalom the son of David

had a beautiful sister, whose name was
Tamar; and Amnon the son of David loved
her.

2Amnonwas so troubled that hebecame
sick because of his sister Tamar, for she
was a virgin, and it seemedhard toAmnon
to do anything to her.

3 But Amnon had a friend whose name
was Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s
brother; and Jonadab was a very subtle
man.

4He said to him, “Why, son of the king,
are you so sad from day to day? Won’t you
tell me?”
Amnon said to him, “I love Tamar, my

brother Absalom’s sister.”
5 Jonadabsaid tohim, “Laydownonyour

bed and pretend to be sick. When your
father comes to see you, tell him, ‘Please let
my sister Tamar come and give me bread
to eat, and prepare the food in my sight,
that Imay see it and eat it fromher hand.’ ”

6 So Amnon lay down and faked being
sick. When the king came to see him,
Amnon said to the king, “Please let my
sister Tamar come and make me a couple
of cakes inmysight, that Imayeat fromher
hand.”

7 Then David sent home to Tamar, say-
ing, “Go now to your brother Amnon’s
house, and prepare food for him.”

8So Tamarwent to her brother Amnon’s
house; and he was lying down. She took
dough, kneaded it, made cakes in his sight,
and baked the cakes.

9 She took the pan and poured them out
before him, but he refused to eat. Amnon
said, “Have all men leave me.” Then every
manwent out from him.

10Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the food
into the room, that I may eat from your
hand.” Tamar took the cakes which she
hadmade, andbrought theminto theroom
to Amnon her brother.

11 When she had brought them near to
him to eat, he took hold of her and said to
her, “Come, lie withme, my sister!”

12 She answered him, “No, my brother,
do not force me! For no such thing ought
to be done in Israel. Don’t you do this folly!

13 As for me, where would I carry my
shame? And as for you, you will be as one
of the fools in Israel. Now therefore, please
speak to the king; for he will not withhold
me from you.”

14 However, he would not listen to her
voice; but being stronger than she, he
forced her and lay with her.

15 Then Amnon hated her with exceed-
ingly great hatred; for the hatred with
which he hated her was greater than the
love with which he had loved her. Amnon
said to her, “Arise, be gone!”

16 She said to him, “Not so, because this
great wrong in sending me away is worse
than the other that you did to me!”
But he would not listen to her.
17 Then he called his servant who min-

istered to him, and said, “Now put this
woman out from me, and bolt the door
after her.”

18 She had a garment of various colors
on her, for the king’s daughters who were
virgins dressed in such robes. Then his
servant brought her out and bolted the
door after her.

19Tamar put ashes on her head, and tore
her garment of various colors that was on
her; and she laidherhandonherheadand
went her way, crying aloud as she went.

20Absalom her brother said to her, “Has
Amnon your brother been with you? But

‡ 12:30 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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now hold your peace, my sister. He is your
brother. Don’t take this thing to heart.”
So Tamar remained desolate in her

brother Absalom’s house.
21ButwhenKingDavidheardof all these

things, he was very angry.
22Absalomspoke toAmnonneithergood

nor bad; for Absalom hated Amnon, be-
cause he had forced his sister Tamar.

23 After two full years, Absalom had
sheep shearers in Baal Hazor, which is
beside Ephraim; and Absalom invited all
the king’s sons.

24 Absalom came to the king and said,
“See now, your servant has sheep shear-
ers. Please let the king and his servants go
with your servant.”

25The king said to Absalom, “No,my son,
let’s not all go, lest we be burdensome to
you.” He pressed him; however he would
not go, but blessed him.

26 Then Absalom said, “If not, please let
my brother Amnon go with us.”
The king said to him, “Why should he go

with you?”
27 But Absalom pressed him, and he let

Amnon and all the king’s sons gowith him.
28 Absalom commanded his servants,

saying, “Mark now, when Amnon’s heart
is merry with wine; and when I tell you,
‘Strike Amnon,’ then kill him. Don’t be
afraid. Haven’t I commanded you? Be
courageous, and be valiant!”

29The servants ofAbsalomdid toAmnon
as Absalom had commanded. Then all the
king’s sons arose, and everyman got up on
his mule and fled.

30While they were on the way, the news
came to David, saying, “Absalom has slain
all the king’s sons, and there is not one of
them left!”

31 Then the king arose, and tore his gar-
ments, and lay on the earth; and all his
servants stood by with their clothes torn.

32 Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s
brother, answered, “Don’t let my lord sup-
pose that they have killed all the young
men, the king’s sons, for Amnon only is
dead; for by the appointment of Absalom
thishasbeendetermined fromtheday that
he forced his sister Tamar.

33 Now therefore don’t let my lord the
king take the thing to his heart, to think
that all the king’s sons are dead; for only
Amnon is dead.”

34 But Absalom fled. The young man
who kept the watch lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, many people were
coming by way of the hillside behind him.

35 Jonadab said to the king, “Behold, the
king’s sons are coming! It is as your ser-
vant said.”

36 As soon as he had finished speaking,
behold, the king’s sons came, and lifted up
their voices andwept. Thekingalsoandall
his servants wept bitterly.

37 But Absalom fled and went to Talmai
the son of Ammihur, king of Geshur. David
mourned for his son every day.

38 So Absalom fled and went to Geshur,
and was there three years.

39 King David longed to go out to Ab-
salom, for he was comforted concerning
Amnon, since he was dead.

14
1Now Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived

that the king’s heart was toward Absalom.
2 Joab sent to Tekoa and brought a wise

woman from there, and said to her, “Please
act like a mourner, and put on mourning
clothing, please, and don’t anoint your-
self with oil; but be as a woman who has
mourned a long time for the dead.

3Go in to the king and speak like this to
him.” So Joab put the words in her mouth.

4When thewoman of Tekoa spoke to the
king, she fell on her face to the ground,
showed respect, and said, “Help, O king!”

5The king said to her, “What ails you?”
She answered, “Truly I am awidow, and

my husband is dead.
6 Your servant had two sons; and they

both fought together in the field, and there
wasnoone topart them, but theone struck
the other and killed him.

7 Behold, the whole family has risen
against your servant, and they say, ‘Deliver
him who struck his brother, that we may
kill him for the life of his brotherwhomhe
killed, and so destroy the heir also.’ Thus
they would quench my coal which is left,
and would leave to my husband neither
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name nor remainder on the surface of the
earth.”

8 The king said to the woman, “Go to
your house, and I will give a command
concerning you.”

9 The woman of Tekoa said to the king,
“My lord, O king, may the iniquity be on
me, and onmy father’s house; andmay the
king and his throne be guiltless.”

10Theking said, “Whoever saysanything
to you, bring him to me, and he will not
bother you anymore.”

11 Then she said, “Please let the king
remember Yahweh your God, that the
avengerofblooddestroynotanymore, lest
they destroymy son.”
He said, “As Yahweh lives, not one hair

of your son shall fall to the earth.”
12Then thewoman said, “Please let your

servant speak a word tomy lord the king.”
He said, “Say on.”
13The woman said, “Why then have you

devised such a thing against the people of
God? For in speaking this word the king is
as one who is guilty, in that the king does
not bring home again his banished one.

14 For we must die, and are like water
spilled on the ground, which can’t be gath-
ered up again; neither does God take away
life, but devises means, that he who is
banished not be an outcast from him.

15 Now therefore, seeing that I have
come to speak this word to my lord the
king, it is because the people have made
me afraid. Your servant said, ‘I will now
speak to the king; it may be that the king
will perform the request of his servant.’

16 For the king will hear, to deliver his
servant out of the hand of the man who
would destroyme andmy son together out
of the inheritance of God.

17Then your servant said, ‘Please let the
word of my lord the king bring rest; for as
an angel of God, so is my lord the king to
discern good and bad. May Yahweh, your
God, be with you.’ ”

18 Then the king answered the woman,
“Please don’t hide anything from me that
I ask you.”

The woman said, “Let my lord the king
now speak.”

19Theking said, “Is thehandof Joabwith
you in all this?”
The woman answered, “As your soul

lives, my lord the king, no one can turn to
the right hand or to the left from anything
that my lord the king has spoken; for your
servant Joaburgedme, andheput all these
words in themouth of your servant.

20 Your servant Joab has done this thing
to change the face of thematter. My lord is
wise, according to the wisdom of an angel
of God, to know all things that are in the
earth.”

21 The king said to Joab, “Behold now, I
have granted this thing. Go therefore, and
bring the youngman Absalom back.”

22 Joab fell to the ground on his face,
showed respect, and blessed the king. Joab
said, “Today your servant knows that I
have found favor in your sight, my lord,
O king, in that the king has performed the
request of his servant.”

23So Joab arose andwent to Geshur, and
brought Absalom to Jerusalem.

24 The king said, “Let him return to his
ownhouse, but let himnot seemy face.” So
Absalom returned to his own house, and
didn’t see the king’s face.

25Nowinall Israel therewasnoone tobe
somuchpraisedasAbsalom forhis beauty.
From the sole of his foot even to the crown
of his head there was no defect in him.

26When he cut the hair of his head (now
it was at every year’s end that he cut it;
because it was heavy on him, therefore
he cut it), he weighed the hair of his head
at two hundred shekels,† after the king’s
weight.

27Three sonswere born toAbsalom, and
one daughter, whose name was Tamar.
She was a womanwith a beautiful face.

28 Absalom lived two full years in
Jerusalem, and he didn’t see the king’s
face.

29 Then Absalom sent for Joab, to send
him to the king, but he would not come to
him. Then he sent again a second time, but
he would not come.

† 14:26 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 200 shekels is about 2 kilograms or about 4.4 pounds.
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30Therefore he said to his servants, “Be-
hold, Joab’s field is near mine, and he has
barley there. Go and set it on fire.” So
Absalom’s servants set the field on fire.

31Then Joab arose and came to Absalom
to his house, and said to him, “Why have
your servants set my field on fire?”

32 Absalom answered Joab, “Behold, I
sent to you, saying, ‘Come here, that I may
send you to the king, to say, “Why have I
come from Geshur? It would be better for
me to be there still. Now therefore, let me
see the king’s face; and if there is iniquity
inme, let him kill me.” ’ ”

33So Joab came to the king and told him;
and when he had called for Absalom, he
came to the king and bowed himself on his
face to the ground before the king; and the
king kissed Absalom.

15
1After this, Absalom prepared a chariot

and horses for himself, and fifty men to
run before him.

2 Absalom rose up early, and stood be-
side the way of the gate. When any man
had a suit which should come to the king
for judgment, then Absalom called to him,
and said, “What city are you from?”
He said, “Your servant is of one of the

tribes of Israel.”
3 Absalom said to him, “Behold, your

matters are good and right; but there is no
man deputized by the king to hear you.”

4 Absalom said moreover, “Oh that I
were made judge in the land, that every
manwhohas any suit or causemight come
tome, and I would do him justice!”

5 Itwas so, thatwhenanymancamenear
to bow down to him, he stretched out his
hand, took hold of him, and kissed him.

6 Absalom did this sort of thing to all
Israel who came to the king for judgment.
So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of
Israel.

7At the end of forty years, Absalom said
to the king, “Please let me go and pay my
vow, which I have vowed to Yahweh, in
Hebron.

8 For your servant vowed a vow while
I stayed at Geshur in Syria, saying, ‘If

Yahweh shall indeed bring me again to
Jerusalem, then I will serve Yahweh.’ ”

9The king said to him, “Go in peace.”
So he arose and went to Hebron.
10But Absalom sent spies throughout all

the tribes of Israel, saying, “As soon as you
hear the sound of the trumpet, then you
shall say, ‘Absalom is king in Hebron!’ ”

11TwohundredmenwentwithAbsalom
out of Jerusalem, who were invited, and
went in their simplicity; and they didn’t
know anything.

12 Absalom sent for Ahithophel the
Gilonite, David’s counselor, from his city,
even from Giloh, while he was offering
the sacrifices. The conspiracy was strong,
for the people increased continually with
Absalom.

13 A messenger came to David, saying,
“The hearts of the men of Israel are after
Absalom.”

14David said toall his servantswhowere
with him at Jerusalem, “Arise! Let’s flee,
or else none of us will escape from Absa-
lom. Hurry to depart, lest he overtake us
quickly and bring down evil on us, and
strike the city with the edge of the sword.”

15 The king’s servants said to the king,
“Behold, your servants are ready to do
whatever my lord the king chooses.”

16 The king went out, and all his house-
hold after him. The king left ten women,
whowere concubines, to keep the house.

17 The king went out, and all the people
after him; and they stayed in BethMerhak.

18 All his servants passed on beside
him; and all the Cherethites, and all the
Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hun-
dred men who came after him from Gath,
passed on before the king.

19 Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite,
“Why do you also go with us? Return, and
stay with the king; for you are a foreigner
and also an exile. Return to your own
place.

20 Whereas you came but yesterday,
should I today make you go up and down
with us, since I go where I may? Return,
and take back your brothers. Mercy and
truth be with you.”
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21 Ittai answered the king and said, “As
Yahweh lives, andasmy lord theking lives,
surely in what place my lord the king is,
whether for death or for life, your servant
will be there also.”

22David said to Ittai, “Go and pass over.”
Ittai the Gittite passed over, and all his
men, and all the little ones who were with
him.

23All the countryweptwith a loud voice,
and all the people passed over. The king
also himself passed over the brookKidron,
and all the people passed over toward the
way of the wilderness.

24 Behold, Zadok also came, and all the
Levites with him, bearing the ark of the
covenant of God; and they set down God’s
ark; and Abiathar went up until all the
people finished passing out of the city.

25 The king said to Zadok, “Carry God’s
ark back into the city. If I find favor in
Yahweh’s eyes, hewill bringme again, and
showme both it and his habitation;

26but if he says, ‘I havenodelight in you,’
behold, here I am. Let him do to me as
seems good to him.”

27 The king said also to Zadok the priest,
“Aren’t you a seer? Return into the city
in peace, and your two sons with you,
Ahimaaz your son and Jonathan the son of
Abiathar.

28 Behold, I will stay at the fords of the
wilderness until word comes from you to
informme.”

29Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried
God’s ark to Jerusalem again; and they
stayed there.

30 David went up by the ascent of the
Mount of Olives, and wept as he went up;
and he had his head covered and went
barefoot. All the people who were with
him each covered his head, and they went
up, weeping as they went up.

31 Someone told David, saying,
“Ahithophel is among the conspirators
with Absalom.”
David said, “Yahweh, please turn the

counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.”
32 When David had come to the top,

whereGodwasworshiped, behold,Hushai
the Archite came to meet him with his
tunic torn and earth on his head.

33David said to him, “If you pass onwith
me, then you will be a burden tome;

34 but if you return to the city, and tell
Absalom, ‘I will be your servant, O king.
As I have been your father’s servant in
time past, so I will now be your servant;
then you will defeat for me the counsel of
Ahithophel.’

35 Don’t you have Zadok and Abiathar
the priests there with you? Therefore
whatever you hear out of the king’s house,
tell it to Zadok and Abiathar the priests.

36 Behold, they have there with them
their two sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s son, and
Jonathan, Abiathar’s son. Send to me ev-
erything that you shall hear by them.”

37 So Hushai, David’s friend, came
into the city; and Absalom came into
Jerusalem.

16
1 When David was a little past the top,

behold, Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth
met himwith a couple of donkeys saddled,
and on them two hundred loaves of bread,
and one hundred clusters of raisins, and
one hundred summer fruits, and a con-
tainer of wine.

2 The king said to Ziba, “What do you
mean by these?”
Ziba said, “Thedonkeysare for theking’s

household to ride on; and the bread and
summer fruit for theyoungmen toeat; and
the wine, that those who are faint in the
wilderness may drink.”

3 The king said, “Where is your master’s
son?”
Ziba said to the king, “Behold, he is stay-

ing in Jerusalem; for he said, ‘Today the
house of Israel will restore me the king-
dom of my father.’ ”

4 Then the king said to Ziba, “Behold, all
that belongs to Mephibosheth is yours.”
Ziba said, “I bow down. Let me find

favor in your sight, my lord, O king.”
5 When King David came to Bahurim,

behold, aman of the family of Saul’s house
cameout,whosenamewasShimei, the son
of Gera. He came out and cursed as he
came.

6 He cast stones at David and at all the
servants of King David, and all the people
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and all the mighty men were on his right
hand and on his left.

7 Shimei said when he cursed, “Be gone,
be gone, you man of blood, and wicked
fellow!

8 Yahweh has returned on you all the
blood of Saul’s house, in whose place you
have reigned! Yahweh has delivered the
kingdom into the hand of Absalom your
son! Behold, you are caught by your own
mischief, because you are amanof blood!”

9Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to
the king, “Why should this dead dog curse
my lord theking? Please letmegooverand
take off his head.”

10 The king said, “What have I to do
with you, you sons of Zeruiah? Because
he curses, and because Yahweh has said
to him, ‘Curse David,’ who then shall say,
‘Why have you done so?’ ”

11 David said to Abishai and to all his
servants, “Behold, my son, who came out
of my bowels, seeks my life. How much
more this Benjamite, now? Leave him
alone, and let him curse; for Yahweh has
invited him.

12 It may be that Yahweh will look on
the wrong done to me, and that Yahweh
will repay me good for the cursing of me
today.”

13 So David and his men went by the
way; and Shimeiwent along on thehillside
opposite himand cursed as hewent, threw
stones at him, and threw dust.

14 The king and all the people who were
with him arrived weary; and he refreshed
himself there.

15Absalomandall thepeople, themenof
Israel, came to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel
with him.

16 When Hushai the Archite, David’s
friend, had come to Absalom, Hushai said
to Absalom, “Long live the king! Long live
the king!”

17 Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this your
kindness to your friend? Why didn’t you
go with your friend?”

18 Hushai said to Absalom, “No; but
whomever Yahweh and this people and all
themen of Israel have chosen, I will be his,
and I will stay with him.

19 Again, whom should I serve?
Shouldn’t I serve in the presence of his
son? As I have served in your father’s
presence, so I will be in your presence.”

20 Then Absalom said to Ahithophel,
“Give your counsel what we shall do.”

21Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go in to
your father’s concubines that he has left
to keep the house. Then all Israel will
hear that you are abhorred by your father.
Then thehandsof allwhoarewith youwill
be strong.”

22 So they spread a tent for Absalom on
the top of the house, and Absalomwent in
to his father’s concubines in the sight of all
Israel.

23 The counsel of Ahithophel, which he
gave in those days, was as if a man in-
quired at the inner sanctuary of God. All
the counsel of Ahithophel was like this
both with David and with Absalom.

17
1Moreover Ahithophel said to Absalom,

“Letmenowchoose twelve thousandmen,
and I will arise and pursue after David
tonight.

2 I will come on him while he is weary
and exhausted, and will make him afraid.
All the people who are with himwill flee. I
will strike the king only,

3 and I will bring back all the people to
you. The man whom you seek is as if all
returned. All the people shall be in peace.”

4 The saying pleased Absalom well, and
all the elders of Israel.

5 Then Absalom said, “Now call Hushai
the Archite also, and let’s hear likewise
what he says.”

6 When Hushai had come to Absalom,
Absalomspoke tohim, saying, “Ahithophel
has spoken like this. Shall we do what he
says? If not, speak up.”

7 Hushai said to Absalom, “The counsel
that Ahithophel has given this time is not
good.”

8Hushai saidmoreover, “You know your
father and his men, that they are mighty
men, and they are fierce in their minds,
like a bear robbed of her cubs in the field.
Your father is a man of war, and will not
lodge with the people.
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9 Behold, he is now hidden in some pit,
or in some other place. It will happen,
when some of themhave fallen at the first,
that whoever hears it will say, ‘There is
a slaughter among the people who follow
Absalom!’

10 Even he who is valiant, whose heart
is as the heart of a lion, will utterly melt;
for all Israel knows that your father is a
mighty man, and those who are with him
are valiant men.

11But I counsel that all Israel begathered
together to you, from Dan even to Beer-
sheba, as the sand that is by the sea for
multitude; and that you go to battle in your
own person.

12 So we will come on him in some place
where he will be found, and we will light
onhimas thedew falls on the ground, then
we will not leave so much as one of him
and of all the menwho are with him.

13 Moreover, if he has gone into a city,
then all Israel will bring ropes to that city,
and we will draw it into the river, until
there isn’t one small stone found there.”

14Absalomand all themenof Israel said,
“The counsel of Hushai the Archite is bet-
ter than the counsel of Ahithophel.” For
Yahweh had ordained to defeat the good
counsel of Ahithophel, to the intent that
Yahwehmight bring evil on Absalom.

15Then Hushai said to Zadok and to Abi-
athar the priests, “Ahithophel counseled
Absalom and the elders of Israel that way;
and I have counseled this way.

16 Now therefore send quickly, and tell
David, saying, ‘Don’t lodge tonight at the
fords of the wilderness, but by all means
pass over, lest the king be swallowed up,
and all the people who are with him.’ ”

17 Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz were
staying by En Rogel; and a female servant
used to go and report to them, and they
went and toldKingDavid; for they couldn’t
risk being seen coming into the city.

18But a boy saw them, and toldAbsalom.
Then they both went away quickly and
came to the house of a man in Bahurim,
who had awell in his court; and theywent
down there.

19 The woman took and spread the cov-
ering over the well’s mouth, and spread

out crushed grain on it; and nothing was
known.

20 Absalom’s servants came to the
woman to the house; and they said,
“Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?”
The woman said to them, “They have

gone over the brook of water.”
When they had sought and could not

find them, they returned to Jerusalem.
21 After they had departed, they came

up out of the well and went and told King
David; and they said to David, “Arise and
pass quickly over the water; for thus has
Ahithophel counseled against you.”

22 Then David arose, and all the people
who were with him, and they passed over
the Jordan. By the morning light there
lacked not one of them who had not gone
over the Jordan.

23WhenAhithophel saw that his counsel
was not followed, he saddled his donkey,
arose, and went home to his city, set his
house in order, and hanged himself; and
he died, and was buried in the tomb of his
father.

24Then David came toMahanaim. Absa-
lom passed over the Jordan, he and all the
men of Israel with him.

25Absalom set Amasa over the army in-
stead of Joab. Now Amasa was the son of
amanwhose namewas Ithra the Israelite,
who went in to Abigail the daughter of
Nahash, sister to Zeruiah, Joab’s mother.

26 Israel and Absalom encamped in the
land of Gilead.

27When David had come to Mahanaim,
Shobi the son of Nahash of Rabbah of the
children of Ammon, and Machir the son
of Ammiel of Lodebar, and Barzillai the
Gileadite of Rogelim,

28brought beds, basins, earthen vessels,
wheat, barley, meal, parched grain, beans,
lentils, roasted grain,

29honey, butter, sheep, and cheese of the
herd, for David and for the people who
were with him to eat; for they said, “The
people are hungry, weary, and thirsty in
the wilderness.”

18
1 David counted the people who were

with him, and set captains of thousands
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and captains of hundreds over them.
2 David sent the people out, a third

part under the hand of Joab, and a third
part under the hand of Abishai the son of
Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and a third part
under thehandof Ittai theGittite. The king
said to the people, “I will also surely go out
with youmyself.”

3 But the people said, “You shall not go
out, for if we flee away, they will not care
for us, neither if half of us die, will they
care for us. But you are worth ten thou-
sand of us. Therefore now it is better that
you are ready to help us out of the city.”

4 The king said to them, “I will do what
seems best to you.”
The king stood beside the gate, and all

the people went out by hundreds and by
thousands.

5The king commanded Joab andAbishai
and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake
with the young man Absalom.” All the
people heard when the king commanded
all the captains concerning Absalom.

6 So the people went out into the field
against Israel; and the battle was in the
forest of Ephraim.

7 The people of Israel were struck there
before David’s servants, and there was a
great slaughter there that day of twenty
thousandmen.

8For thebattlewas there spreadover the
surface of all the country, and the forest
devoured more people that day than the
sword devoured.

9Absalomhappened tomeetDavid’s ser-
vants. Absalom was riding on his mule,
and themulewent under the thick boughs
of a great oak; and his head caught hold
of the oak, and he was hanging between
the sky and earth; and the mule that was
under himwent on.

10 A certain man saw it, and told Joab,
and said, “Behold, I saw Absalom hanging
in an oak.”

11 Joab said to the man who told him,
“Behold, you saw it, and why didn’t you
strike him there to the ground? I would
have given you ten pieces of silver and a
sash.”

12Themansaid to Joab, “Though I should
receive a thousand pieces of silver in my
hand, I still wouldn’t stretch out my hand
against the king’s son; for in our hearing
the king commanded you and Abishai and
Ittai, saying, ‘Beware that no one touch the
youngman Absalom.’

13Otherwise, if I haddealt falsely against
his life (and there isnomatterhidden from
theking), thenyouyourselfwouldhave set
yourself against me.”

14 Then Joab said, “I’m not going to wait
like this with you.” He took three darts in
his hand and thrust them through Absa-
lom’s heart while he was still alive in the
middle of the oak.

15 Ten young men who bore Joab’s ar-
mor surrounded and struck Absalom, and
killed him.

16 Joab blew the trumpet, and the people
returned from pursuing after Israel; for
Joab held the people back.

17They tookAbsalomand cast him into a
great pit in the forest, and raised over him
a very great heap of stones. Then all Israel
fled, each to his own tent.

18NowAbsalom inhis lifetimehad taken
and reared up for himself the pillar which
is in the king’s valley, for he said, “I have
no son to keep my name in memory.” He
called the pillar after his own name. It is
called Absalom’s monument, to this day.

19 Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said,
“Let me now run and carry the king news,
how Yahweh has avenged him of his ene-
mies.”

20 Joab said to him, “You must not be the
bearer of news today, but you must carry
news another day. But today you must
carry no news, because the king’s son is
dead.”

21Then Joab said to the Cushite, “Go, tell
the kingwhat you have seen!” The Cushite
bowed himself to Joab, and ran.

22 Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said
yet again to Joab, “But come what may,
please let me also run after the Cushite.”
Joab said, “Why do you want to run, my

son, since you will have no reward for the
news?”

23 “But come what may,” he said, “I will
run.”
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He said to him, “Run!” Then Ahimaaz
ran by theway of the Plain, and outran the
Cushite.

24 Now David was sitting between the
two gates; and the watchman went up to
the roof of the gate to the wall, and lifted
up his eyes and looked, and, behold, aman
running alone.

25 The watchman shouted and told the
king. The king said, “If he is alone, there
is news in his mouth.” He came closer and
closer.

26The watchman saw another man run-
ning; and thewatchman called to the gate-
keeper and said, “Behold, a man running
alone!”
The king said, “He also brings news.”
27 The watchman said, “I think the run-

ning of the first one is like the running of
Ahimaaz the son of Zadok.”
The king said, “He is a good man, and

comes with good news.”
28 Ahimaaz called, and said to the king,

“All is well.” He bowed himself before
the king with his face to the earth, and
said, “Blessed is Yahweh your God, who
has delivered up the men who lifted up
their hand against my lord the king!”

29Theking said, “Is itwellwith theyoung
man Absalom?”
Ahimaazanswered, “When Joabsent the

king’s servant, evenmeyour servant, I saw
a great tumult, but I don’t know what it
was.”

30The king said, “Come and stand here.”
He came and stood still.

31Behold, the Cushite came. The Cushite
said, “Good news for my lord the king, for
Yahwehhas avenged you today of all those
who rose up against you.”

32The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well
with the youngman Absalom?”
The Cushite answered, “May the ene-

mies of my lord the king, and all who rise
up against you to do you harm, be as that
youngman is.”

33 The king was much moved, and went
up to the room over the gate and wept. As
he went, he said, “My son Absalom! My
son, my son Absalom! I wish I had died
instead of you, Absalom, my son, my son!”

19
1 Joab was told, “Behold, the king weeps

andmourns for Absalom.”
2 The victory that day was turned into

mourning among all the people, for the
people heard it said that day, “The king
grieves for his son.”

3 The people sneaked into the city that
day, as people who are ashamed steal
away when they flee in battle.

4The king covered his face, and the king
cried with a loud voice, “My son Absalom,
Absalom, my son, my son!”

5 Joab came into the house to the king,
and said, “Today you have shamed the
faces of all your servants who today have
saved your life, and the lives of your sons
and of your daughters, and the lives of
your wives, and the lives of your concu-
bines;

6 in that you love thosewhohate youand
hate those who love you. For you have
declared today that princes and servants
are nothing to you. For today I perceive
that if Absalom had lived and we had all
died today, then it would have pleased you
well.

7Now therefore arise, go out and speak
to comfort your servants; for I swear by
Yahweh, if you don’t go out, not a man
will stay with you this night. That would
be worse to you than all the evil that has
happened to you from your youth until
now.”

8Then the king arose and sat in the gate.
The people were all told, “Behold, the king
is sitting in the gate.” All the people came
before the king. Now Israel had fled every
man to his tent.

9All the peoplewere at strife throughout
all the tribes of Israel, saying, “The king
delivered us out of the hand of our ene-
mies, andhe savedusout of thehandof the
Philistines; and now he has fled out of the
land from Absalom.

10Absalom, whom we anointed over us,
is dead in battle. Now therefore why don’t
you speak a word of bringing the king
back?”

11 King David sent to Zadok and to Abi-
athar the priests, saying, “Speak to the
elders of Judah, saying, ‘Why are you the
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last to bring the king back to his house,
since the speech of all Israel has come to
the king, to return him to his house?

12You aremy brothers. You aremy bone
andmy flesh. Why then are you the last to
bring back the king?’

13Say toAmasa, ‘Aren’t youmybone and
my flesh? God do so to me, and more also,
if you aren’t captain of the armybeforeme
continually instead of Joab.’ ”

14He bowed the heart of all the men of
Judah, evenasoneman, so that they sent to
the king, saying, “Return, you and all your
servants.”

15 So the king returned, and came to the
Jordan. Judah came to Gilgal, to go tomeet
the king, to bring the king over the Jordan.

16Shimei the son of Gera, the Benjamite,
who was of Bahurim, hurried and came
down with the men of Judah to meet King
David.

17 There were a thousand men of Ben-
jamin with him, and Ziba the servant of
Saul’s house, and his fifteen sons and his
twenty servants with him; and they went
through the Jordan in the presence of the
king.

18 A ferry boat went to bring over the
king’s household, and to do what he
thought good.
Shimei the son of Gera fell down before

the king when he had come over the Jor-
dan.

19 He said to the king, “Don’t let my
lord impute iniquity to me, or remember
that which your servant did perversely
the day that my lord the king went out of
Jerusalem, that the king should take it to
his heart.

20 For your servant knows that I have
sinned. Therefore behold, I have come
today as the first of all the house of Joseph
to go down tomeet my lord the king.”

21 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah
answered, “Shouldn’t Shimei be put to
death for this, because he cursedYahweh’s
anointed?”

22 David said, “What have I to do with
you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should
be adversaries tome today? Shall anyman
be put to death today in Israel? For don’t I
know that I am king over Israel today?”

23 The king said to Shimei, “You will not
die.” The king swore to him.

24 Mephibosheth the son of Saul came
down tomeet the king; and he had neither
groomed his feet, nor trimmed his beard,
nor washed his clothes, from the day the
king departed until the day he came home
in peace.

25 When he had come to Jerusalem to
meet the king, the king said to him, “Why
didn’t you go withme, Mephibosheth?”

26 He answered, “My lord, O king, my
servant deceived me. For your servant
said, ‘I will saddle a donkey for myself,
that I may ride on it and go with the king,’
because your servant is lame.

27He has slandered your servant to my
lord the king, but my lord the king is as an
angel of God. Therefore dowhat is good in
your eyes.

28 For all my father’s house were but
deadmen beforemy lord the king; yet you
set your servant among those who ate at
your own table. What right therefore have
I yet that I should appeal any more to the
king?”

29 The king said to him, “Why do you
speak anymore of yourmatters? I say, you
and Ziba divide the land.”

30Mephiboshethsaid to theking, “Yes, let
him take all, because my lord the king has
come in peace to his own house.”

31 Barzillai the Gileadite came down
from Rogelim; and he went over the Jor-
dan with the king to conduct him over the
Jordan.

32 Now Barzillai was a very aged man,
even eighty years old. He had provided
the king with sustenance while he stayed
atMahanaim, for hewas a very greatman.

33 The king said to Barzillai, “Come over
with me, and I will sustain you with me in
Jerusalem.”

34 Barzillai said to the king, “How many
are the days of the years of my life, that I
should go up with the king to Jerusalem?

35 I am eighty years old, today. Can
I discern between good and bad? Can
your servant taste what I eat or what I
drink? Can I hear the voice of singingmen
and singing women any more? Why then
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shouldyour servantbeaburden tomy lord
the king?

36 Your servant will just go over the Jor-
dan with the king. Why should the king
repaymewith such a reward?

37 Please let your servant turn back
again, that I may die in my own city, by
the grave ofmy father andmymother. But
behold, your servant Chimham; let him go
over with my lord the king; and do to him
what shall seem good to you.”

38 The king answered, “Chimham shall
go over with me, and I will do to him that
which shall seem good to you. Whatever
you request of me, that I will do for you.”

39 All the people went over the Jordan,
and the king went over. Then the king
kissed Barzillai and blessed him; and he
returned to his own place.

40 So the king went over to Gilgal, and
Chimham went over with him. All the
people of Judah brought the king over, and
also half the people of Israel.

41 Behold, all the men of Israel came to
the king, and said to the king, “Why have
our brothers the men of Judah stolen you
away, and brought the king and his house-
hold, over the Jordan, and all David’s men
with him?”

42 All the men of Judah answered the
men of Israel, “Because the king is a close
relative to us. Why then are you angry
about this matter? Have we eaten at all
at the king’s cost? Or has he given us any
gift?”

43Themenof Israel answered themenof
Judah, and said, “We have ten parts in the
king, andwehavealsomoreclaimtoDavid
than you. Why then did you despise us,
that our advice should not be first had in
bringing back our king?” The words of the
men of Judah were fiercer than the words
of themen of Israel.

20
1 There happened to be there a wicked

fellow, whose name was Sheba the son
of Bichri, a Benjamite; and he blew the
trumpet, and said, “We have no portion in
David, neither have we inheritance in the
sonof Jesse. Everyman tohis tents, Israel!”

2 So all the men of Israel went up from
following David, and followed Sheba the
son of Bichri; but the men of Judah joined
with their king, from the Jordan even to
Jerusalem.

3David came to his house at Jerusalem;
and the king took the ten women his con-
cubines, whom he had left to keep the
house, and put them in custody and pro-
vided them with sustenance, but didn’t go
in to them. So theywere shut up to the day
of their death, living in widowhood.

4 Then the king said to Amasa, “Call me
the men of Judah together within three
days, and be here present.”

5So Amasawent to call themen of Judah
together, but he stayed longer than the set
time which had been appointed to him.

6David said to Abishai, “Now Sheba the
son of Bichri will do us more harm than
Absalom did. Take your lord’s servants
and pursue after him, lest he get himself
fortifiedcities, andescapeoutofour sight.”

7 Joab’s men went out after him with
the Cherethites, the Pelethites, and all
the mighty men; and they went out of
Jerusalem to pursue Sheba the son of
Bichri.

8 When they were at the great stone
which is in Gibeon, Amasa came to meet
them. Joab was clothed in his apparel of
war thathehadputon, andon itwasa sash
with a sword fastened on his waist in its
sheath; and as he went along it fell out.

9 Joab said to Amasa, “Is it well with
you, my brother?” Joab took Amasa by the
beard with his right hand to kiss him.

10 But Amasa took no heed to the sword
that was in Joab’s hand. So he struck him
with it in the body and shed out his bowels
to the ground, and didn’t strike him again;
and he died. Joab and Abishai his brother
pursued Sheba the son of Bichri.

11One of Joab’s youngmen stood byhim,
and said, “Hewho favors Joab, and hewho
is for David, let him follow Joab!”

12 Amasa lay wallowing in his blood in
the middle of the highway. When the
man saw that all the people stood still, he
carried Amasa out of the highway into the
field, andcast a garmentoverhimwhenhe
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saw that everyonewho came by him stood
still.

13Whenhewas removed out of the high-
way, all the people went on after Joab to
pursue Sheba the son of Bichri.

14Hewent through all the tribes of Israel
toAbel, toBethMaacah, andall theBerites.
They were gathered together, and went
also after him.

15 They came and besieged him in Abel
of BethMaacah, and they cast up amound
against the city, and it stood against the
rampart; and all the peoplewhowerewith
Joab battered the wall to throw it down.

16 Then a wise woman cried out of the
city, “Hear, hear! Please say to Joab, ‘Come
near here, that I may speak with you.’ ”

17He came near to her; and the woman
said, “Are you Joab?”
He answered, “I am.”
Then she said to him, “Hear thewords of

your servant.”
He answered, “I’m listening.”
18 Then she spoke, saying, “They used

to say in old times, ‘They shall surely ask
counsel at Abel,’ and so they settled a mat-
ter.

19 I am among those who are peaceable
and faithful in Israel. You seek to destroy a
city and a mother in Israel. Why will you
swallow up Yahweh’s inheritance?”

20 Joabanswered, “Farbe it, farbe it from
me, that I should swallow up or destroy.

21 The matter is not so. But a man of
the hill country of Ephraim, Sheba the son
of Bichri by name, has lifted up his hand
against the king, even against David. Just
deliver him, and I will depart from the
city.”
The woman said to Joab, “Behold, his

head will be thrown to you over the wall.”
22Then thewomanwent to all thepeople

in her wisdom. They cut off the head of
Sheba the son of Bichri, and threw it out to
Joab. He blew the trumpet, and they were
dispersed from the city, every man to his
tent. Then Joab returned to Jerusalem to
the king.

23Now Joab was over all the army of Is-
rael, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over
the Cherethites and over the Pelethites,

24 Adoram was over the men subject
to forced labor, Jehoshaphat the son of
Ahilud was the recorder,

25Shevawas scribe, Zadok and Abiathar
were priests,

26 and Ira the Jairite was chief minister
to David.

21
1Therewasa famine in thedays ofDavid

for three years, year after year; and David
sought the face of Yahweh. Yahweh said,
“It is for Saul, and for his bloody house,
because he put the Gibeonites to death.”

2The king called the Gibeonites and said
to them (now the Gibeonites were not of
the children of Israel, but of the remnant
of the Amorites, and the children of Israel
had sworn to them; and Saul sought to kill
them in his zeal for the children of Israel
and Judah);

3andDavid said to theGibeonites, “What
should I do for you? Andwithwhat should
Imake atonement, that youmay bless Yah-
weh’s inheritance?”

4 The Gibeonites said to him, “It is no
matter of silver or gold between us and
Saul or his house; neither is it for us to put
anyman to death in Israel.”
He said, “I will do for you whatever you

say.”
5 They said to the king, “The man who

consumed us and who plotted against us,
that we should be destroyed from remain-
ing in any of the borders of Israel,

6 let seven men of his sons be delivered
to us, andwewill hang themup to Yahweh
in Gibeah of Saul, the chosen of Yahweh.”
The king said, “I will give them.”
7 But the king spared Mephibosheth the

son of Jonathan the son of Saul, because
of Yahweh’s oath that was between them,
between David and Jonathan the son of
Saul.

8But theking took the two sonsofRizpah
the daughter of Aiah, whom she bore to
Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth; and the
five sons of Merab the daughter of Saul,
whom she bore to Adriel the son of Barzil-
lai the Meholathite.

9Hedelivered them into thehands of the
Gibeonites; and they hanged them on the
mountain before Yahweh, and all seven of
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them fell together. They were put to death
in the days of harvest, in the first days, at
the beginning of barley harvest.

10Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sack-
cloth and spread it for herself on the rock,
from the beginning of harvest until water
poured on them from the sky. She allowed
neither the birds of the sky to rest on them
by day, nor the animals of the field by
night.

11 David was told what Rizpah the
daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul,
had done.

12 So David went and took the bones of
Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son
from the men of Jabesh Gilead, who had
stolen them from the street of Beth Shan,
where the Philistines had hanged them in
the day that the Philistines killed Saul in
Gilboa;

13 and he brought up from there the
bonesofSauland thebonesof Jonathanhis
son. They also gathered the bones of those
whowere hanged.

14 They buried the bones of Saul and
Jonathan his son in the country of Ben-
jamin in Zela, in the tomb of Kish his fa-
ther; and they performed all that the king
commanded. After that, God answered
prayer for the land.

15 The Philistines had war again with
Israel; and David went down, and his ser-
vants with him, and fought against the
Philistines. David grew faint;

16 and Ishbibenob, who was of the sons
of the giant, theweight ofwhose spearwas
threehundred shekels of bronze inweight,
hebeing armedwith anewsword, thought
he would kill David.

17But Abishai the son of Zeruiah helped
him, and struck the Philistine and killed
him. Then the men of David swore to him,
saying, “Don’t go out with us to battle any
more, so that you don’t quench the lamp of
Israel.”

18 After this, there was again war with
the Philistines at Gob. Then Sibbecai the
Hushathite killed Saph, who was of the
sons of the giant.

19 There was again war with the
Philistines at Gob, and Elhanan the son
of Jaare-Oregim the Bethlehemite killed
Goliath the Gittite’s brother, the staff of
whose spear was like a weaver’s beam.

20 There was again war at Gath, where
there was a man of great stature, who had
six fingers on every hand and six toes on
every foot, twenty-four in number, and he
also was born to the giant.

21 When he defied Israel, Jonathan the
son of Shimei, David’s brother, killed him.

22 These four were born to the giant in
Gath; and they fell by the hand of David
and by the hand of his servants.

22
1 David spoke to Yahweh the words of

this song in the day that Yahweh delivered
him out of the hand of all his enemies, and
out of the hand of Saul,

2and he said:
“Yahweh is my rock,

my fortress,
andmy deliverer, evenmine;

3God is my rock in whom I take refuge;
my shield, and the horn of my salva-
tion,

my high tower, andmy refuge.
My savior, you saveme from violence.

4 I call on Yahweh, who is worthy to be
praised;

So shall I be saved frommy enemies.

5For the waves of death surroundedme.
The floods of ungodliness made me
afraid.

6The cords of Sheol†were aroundme.
The snares of death caught me.

7 In my distress, I called on Yahweh.
Yes, I called to my God.

He heardmy voice out of his temple.
My cry came into his ears.

8Then the earth shook and trembled.
The foundations of heaven quaked
andwere shaken,

because he was angry.
9 Smoke went up out of his nostrils.

Consumingfire cameout of hismouth.
Coals were kindled by it.

† 22:6 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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10 He bowed the heavens also, and came
down.

Thick darkness was under his feet.
11He rode on a cherub, and flew.

Yes, he was seen on the wings of the
wind.

12Hemadedarkness a shelter aroundhim-
self,

gathering of waters, and thick clouds
of the skies.

13At the brightness before him,
coals of fire were kindled.

14Yahweh thundered from heaven.
TheMost High uttered his voice.

15He sent out arrows and scattered them,
lightning and confused them.

16Then the channels of the sea appeared.
The foundations of the world were
laid bare by Yahweh’s rebuke,

at theblast of thebreathof his nostrils.
17He sent from on high and he tookme.

He drewme out of manywaters.
18He deliveredme frommy strong enemy,

from those who hated me, for they
were toomighty for me.

19 They came on me in the day of my
calamity,

but Yahwehwasmy support.
20Healsobroughtmeout intoa largeplace.

Hedeliveredme, becausehedelighted
inme.

21 Yahweh rewarded me according to my
righteousness.

He rewarded me according to the
cleanness of my hands.

22For I have kept Yahweh’s ways,
and have not wickedly departed from
my God.

23For all his ordinances were before me.
As for his statutes, I didn’t depart from
them.

24 I was also perfect toward him.
I kept myself frommy iniquity.

25Therefore Yahweh has rewarded me ac-
cording to my righteousness,

According to my cleanness in his eye-
sight.

26With themerciful youwill showyourself
merciful.

With the perfect man you will show
yourself perfect.

27 With the pure you will show your-
self pure.

With the crooked you will show your-
self shrewd.

28Youwill save the afflicted people,
but your eyes are on the arrogant, that
youmay bring them down.

29For you aremy lamp, Yahweh.
Yahwehwill light upmy darkness.

30For by you, I run against a troop.
Bymy God, I leap over a wall.

31As for God, his way is perfect.
Yahweh’s word is tested.
He is a shield to all those who take
refuge in him.

32For who is God, besides Yahweh?
Who is a rock, besides our God?

33God is my strong fortress.
Hemakes myway perfect.

34Hemakes his feet like hinds’ feet,
and sets me onmy high places.

35He teaches my hands to war,
so thatmy armsbend a bowof bronze.

36Youhavealsogivenme the shieldof your
salvation.

Your gentleness has mademe great.
37You have enlargedmy steps under me.

My feet have not slipped.
38 I have pursued my enemies and de-

stroyed them.
I didn’t turn againuntil theywere con-
sumed.

39 I have consumed them,
and struck them through,
so that they can’t arise.
Yes, they have fallen undermy feet.

40Foryouhavearmedmewith strength for
the battle.

You have subdued under me those
who rose up against me.

41 You have also made my enemies turn
their backs to me,

that Imight cut off thosewho hateme.
42 They looked, but there was no one to

save;
even to Yahweh, but he didn’t answer
them.

43 Then I beat them as small as the dust of
the earth.
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I crushed them as the mire of the
streets, and spread them abroad.

44 You also have delivered me from the
strivings of my people.

You have keptme to be the head of the
nations.

A people whom I have not knownwill
serveme.

45The foreignerswill submit themselves to
me.

As soon as they hear of me, they will
obeyme.

46The foreigners will fade away,
and will come trembling out of their
close places.

47Yahweh lives!
Blessed bemy rock!

Exalted be God, the rock of my salvation,
48 even the God who executes
vengeance for me,

who brings down peoples under me,
49who brings me away from my ene-
mies.

Yes, you liftme up above thosewho rise up
against me.

You deliver me from the violent man.
50Therefore I will give thanks to you, Yah-

weh, among the nations,
and will sing praises to your name.

51He gives great deliverance to his king,
and shows loving kindness to his
anointed,

to David and to his offspring, forever
more.”

23
1Now these are the last words of David.

David the son of Jesse says,
the manwhowas raised on high says,
the anointed of the God of Jacob,
the sweet psalmist of Israel:

2 “Yahweh’s Spirit spoke byme.
His word was onmy tongue.

3The God of Israel said,
the Rock of Israel spoke to me,
‘Onewho rules over men righteously,
who rules in the fear of God,

4 shall be as the light of the morning when
the sun rises,

a morning without clouds,

when the tender grass springs out of
the earth,

through clear shining after rain.’
5 Isn’t my house so with God?

Yet he has made with me an everlast-
ing covenant,

ordered in all things, and sure,
for it is all my salvation and all my
desire.

Won’t he make it grow?
6But all the ungodly will be as thorns to be

thrust away,
because they can’t be taken with the
hand.

7 The man who touches them must be
armed with iron and the staff of a
spear.

They will be utterly burned with fire in
their place.”

8These are the names of themightymen
whom David had: Josheb Basshebeth a
Tahchemonite, chief of the captains; he
was called Adino the Eznite, who killed
eight hundred at one time.

9After himwas Eleazar the son of Dodai
the son of an Ahohite, one of the three
mighty men with David when they defied
the Philistines who were there gathered
together to battle, and the men of Israel
had gone away.

10 He arose and struck the Philistines
until his hand was weary, and his hand
froze to the sword; and Yahweh worked
a great victory that day; and the people
returned after him only to take plunder.

11 After him was Shammah the son of
Agee a Hararite. The Philistines had gath-
ered together into a troopwhere therewas
a plot of ground full of lentils; and the
people fled from the Philistines.

12 But he stood in the middle of the plot
and defended it, and killed the Philistines;
and Yahwehworked a great victory.

13 Three of the thirty chief men went
down, and came to David in the harvest
time to the cave of Adullam; and the troop
of the Philistineswas encamped in the val-
ley of Rephaim.

14Davidwas then in the stronghold; and
the garrison of the Philistines was then in
Bethlehem.
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15 David said longingly, “Oh that some-
onewould givemewater to drink from the
well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!”

16 The three mighty men broke through
thearmyof thePhilistines, anddrewwater
out of the well of Bethlehem that was by
thegate and took it andbrought it toDavid;
but he would not drink of it, but poured it
out to Yahweh.

17 He said, “Be it far from me, Yahweh,
that I should do this! Isn’t this the blood
of the men who risked their lives to go?”
Therefore hewould not drink it. The three
mighty men did these things.

18Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of
Zeruiah,waschiefof the three. He liftedup
his spear against three hundred and killed
them, and had a name among the three.

19 Wasn’t he most honorable of the
three? Therefore he was made their cap-
tain. However he wasn’t included as one
of the three.

20 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son
of a valiantman of Kabzeel, who had done
mighty deeds, killed the two sons of Ariel
of Moab. He also went down and killed a
lion in themiddle of a pit in a time of snow.

21 He killed a huge Egyptian, and the
Egyptian had a spear in his hand; but he
went down to himwith a staff and plucked
the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and
killed himwith his own spear.

22Benaiah the son of Jehoiada did these
things, and had a name among the three
mighty men.

23 He was more honorable than the
thirty, but he didn’t attain to the three.
David set him over his guard.

24 Asahel the brother of Joab was one
of the thirty: Elhanan the son of Dodo of
Bethlehem,

25Shammah theHarodite, Elika theHar-
odite,

26Helez the Paltite, Ira the son of Ikkesh
the Tekoite,

27 Abiezer the Anathothite, Mebunnai
the Hushathite,

28 Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Ne-
tophathite,

29 Heleb the son of Baanah the Ne-
tophathite, Ittai the son of Ribai of Gibeah
of the children of Benjamin,

30 Benaiah a Pirathonite, Hiddai of the
brooks of Gaash.

31Abialbon the Arbathite, Azmaveth the
Barhumite,

32 Eliahba the Shaalbonite, the sons of
Jashen, Jonathan,

33Shammah theHararite, Ahiam the son
of Sharar the Ararite,

34 Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the
son of the Maacathite, Eliam the son of
Ahithophel the Gilonite,

35Hezro theCarmelite, Paarai theArbite,
36 Igal the son of Nathan of Zobah, Bani

the Gadite,
37 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the

Beerothite, armor bearers to Joab the son
of Zeruiah,

38 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite,
39 and Uriah the Hittite: thirty-seven in

all.

24
1 Again Yahweh’s anger burned against

Israel, and he moved David against them,
saying, “Go, count Israel and Judah.”

2The king said to Joab the captain of the
army, who was with him, “Now go back
and forth through all the tribes of Israel,
from Dan even to Beersheba, and count
the people, that I may know the sum of the
people.”

3 Joab said to the king, “Now may Yah-
weh your God add to the people, however
many they may be, one hundred times;
and may the eyes of my lord the king see
it. But why does my lord the king delight
in this thing?”

4Notwithstanding, the king’s word pre-
vailed against Joab and against the cap-
tains of the army. Joab and the captains of
thearmywentout fromthepresenceof the
king to count the people of Israel.

5 They passed over the Jordan and en-
camped in Aroer, on the right side of the
city that is in the middle of the valley of
Gad, and to Jazer;

6 then they came to Gilead and to the
land of Tahtim Hodshi; and they came to
Dan Jaan and around to Sidon,

7andcame to the strongholdof Tyre, and
to all the cities of the Hivites and of the
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Canaanites; and theywent out to the south
of Judah, at Beersheba.

8 So when they had gone back and
forth through all the land, they came to
Jerusalem at the end of nine months and
twenty days.

9 Joab gave up the sum of the counting
of the people to the king; and there were
in Israel eight hundred thousand valiant
men who drew the sword, and the men of
Judah were five hundred thousandmen.

10David’s heart struck him after he had
counted the people. David said to Yahweh,
“I have sinned greatly in that which I have
done. But now, Yahweh, put away, I beg
you, the iniquity of your servant; for I have
done very foolishly.”

11 When David rose up in the morning,
Yahweh’s word came to the prophet Gad,
David’s seer, saying,

12 “Go and speak to David, ‘Yahweh says,
“I offer you three things. Choose one of
them, that I may do it to you.” ’ ”

13 So Gad came to David, and told him,
saying, “Shall seven years of famine come
to you in your land? Or will you flee
three months before your foes while they
pursue you? Or shall there be three days’
pestilence in your land? Now answer, and
considerwhat answer I shall return to him
who sent me.”

14 David said to Gad, “I am in distress.
Let us fall now into Yahweh’s hand, for
his mercies are great. Let me not fall into
man’s hand.”

15 So Yahweh sent a pestilence on Israel
from the morning even to the appointed
time; and seventy thousand men died of
the people from Dan even to Beersheba.

16When the angel stretched out his hand
toward Jerusalem to destroy it, Yahweh re-
lented of the disaster, and said to the angel
who destroyed the people, “It is enough.
Now withdraw your hand.” Yahweh’s an-
gel was by the threshing floor of Araunah
the Jebusite.

17 David spoke to Yahweh when he saw
the angel who struck the people, and said,
“Behold, I have sinned, and I have done

perversely; but these sheep, what have
they done? Please let your hand be against
me, and against my father’s house.”

18 Gad came that day to David and said
to him, “Go up, build an altar to Yahweh
on the threshing floor of Araunah the Je-
busite.”

19Davidwent up according to the saying
of Gad, as Yahweh commanded.

20Araunah looked out, and saw the king
and his servants coming on toward him.
Then Araunah went out and bowed him-
self before the king with his face to the
ground.

21 Araunah said, “Why has my lord the
king come to his servant?”
David said, “To buy your threshing floor,

to build analtar to Yahweh, that the plague
maybestopped fromafflicting thepeople.”

22 Araunah said to David, “Let my lord
theking takeandofferupwhat seemsgood
to him. Behold, the cattle for the burnt
offering, and the threshing sledges and the
yokes of the oxen for the wood.

23 All this, O king, does Araunah give to
the king.” Araunah said to the king, “May
Yahweh your God accept you.”

24 The king said to Araunah, “No, but I
will most certainly buy it from you for a
price. I will not offer burnt offerings to
Yahweh my God which cost me nothing.”
So David bought the threshing floor and
the oxen for fifty shekels† of silver.

25 David built an altar to Yahweh there,
and offered burnt offerings and peace of-
ferings. So Yahweh was entreated for the
land, and the plague was removed from
Israel.

† 24:24 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 50 shekels is about 0.5 kilograms or 1.1 pounds.
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The First Book of Kings
1NowKing David was old and advanced

in years; and they covered him with
clothes, but he couldn’t keep warm.

2Therefore his servants said to him, “Let
a young virgin be sought for my lord the
king. Let her stand before the king, and
cherish him; and let her lie in your bosom,
that my lord the kingmay keep warm.”

3 So they sought for a beautiful young
lady throughout all the borders of Israel,
and found Abishag the Shunammite, and
brought her to the king.

4The young ladywas very beautiful; and
she cherished the king, and served him;
but the king didn’t know her intimately.

5 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith ex-
alted himself, saying, “I will be king.” Then
he prepared him chariots and horsemen,
and fifty men to run before him.

6 His father had not displeased him at
any time in saying, “Why have you done
so?” and he was also a very handsome
man; and he was born after Absalom.

7 He conferred with Joab the son of
Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest; and
they followed Adonijah and helped him.

8 But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei,
Rei, and the mighty men who belonged to
David, were not with Adonijah.

9 Adonijah killed sheep, cattle, and
fatlings by the stone of Zoheleth, which
is beside En Rogel; and he called all his
brothers, the king’s sons, and all the men
of Judah, the king’s servants;

10 but he didn’t call Nathan the prophet,
and Benaiah, and the mighty men, and
Solomon his brother.

11 Then Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the
mother of Solomon, saying, “Haven’t you
heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith
reigns, andDavidour lorddoesn’t know it?

12 Now therefore come, please let me
give you counsel, that you may save your
own life and your son Solomon’s life.

13 Go in to King David, and tell him,
‘Didn’t you,my lord theking, swear to your
servant, saying, “Assuredly Solomon your
son shall reign after me, and he shall sit
on my throne”? Why then does Adonijah
reign?’

14 Behold,† while you are still talking
therewith theking, Iwill also come inafter
you and confirm your words.”

15 Bathsheba went in to the king in his
room. The king was very old; and Abishag
the Shunammite was serving the king.

16Bathsheba bowed and showed respect
to the king. The king said, “What would
you like?”

17 She said to him, “My lord, you swore
by Yahweh‡ your God§ to your servant,
‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall reign
after me, and he shall sit onmy throne.’

18 Now, behold, Adonijah reigns; and
you, my lord the king, don’t know it.

19 He has slain cattle and fatlings and
sheep in abundance, and has called all the
sons of the king, Abiathar the priest, and
Joab the captain of the army; but he hasn’t
called Solomon your servant.

20 You, my lord the king, the eyes of all
Israel are on you, that you should tell them
who will sit on the throne of my lord the
king after him.

21 Otherwise it will happen, when my
lord the king sleeps with his fathers, that
I and my son Solomon will be considered
criminals.”

22Behold,while shewas still talkingwith
the king, Nathan the prophet came in.

23 They told the king, saying, “Behold,
Nathan the prophet!”
When he had come in before the king,

he bowed himself before the king with his
face to the ground.

24Nathan said, “My lord, King, have you
said, ‘Adonijah shall reign afterme, and he
shall sit onmy throne’?

† 1:14 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
‡ 1:17 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. § 1:17 The
Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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25 For he has gone down today, and has
slain cattle, fatlings, and sheep in abun-
dance, and has called all the king’s sons,
the captains of the army, and Abiathar
the priest. Behold, they are eating and
drinkingbeforehim, and saying, ‘Long live
King Adonijah!’

26But he hasn’t called me, evenme your
servant, Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon.

27 Was this thing done by my lord the
king, and you haven’t shown to your ser-
vants who should sit on the throne of my
lord the king after him?”

28 Then King David answered, “Call
Bathsheba in to me.” She came into the
king’s presence and stood before the king.

29The king vowed and said, “As Yahweh
lives, who has redeemedmy soul out of all
adversity,

30 most certainly as I swore to you by
Yahweh, the God of Israel, saying, ‘As-
suredly Solomon your son shall reign after
me, and he shall sit on my throne in my
place;’ I will most certainly do this today.”

31 Then Bathsheba bowed with her face
to the earth and showed respect to the
king, and said, “Letmy lordKingDavid live
forever!”

32King David said, “Call to me Zadok the
priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah
the son of Jehoiada.” They camebefore the
king.

33 The king said to them, “Take with
you the servants of your lord, and cause
Solomon my son to ride on my own mule,
and bring him down to Gihon.

34 Let Zadok the priest and Nathan the
prophet anoint him there king over Israel.
Blow the trumpet, and say, ‘Long live King
Solomon!’

35 Then come up after him, and he shall
come and sit on my throne; for he shall be
king in my place. I have appointed him to
be prince over Israel and over Judah.”

36Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered
the king, and said, “Amen. May Yahweh,
the God of my lord the king, say so.

37As Yahweh has been with my lord the
king, even somayhebewith Solomon, and

make his throne greater than the throne of
my lord King David.”

38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the
prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada,
and the Cherethites and the Pelethites
went down and had Solomon ride on King
David’s mule, and brought him to Gihon.

39 Zadok the priest took the horn of
oil from the Tent, and anointed Solomon.
They blew the trumpet; and all the people
said, “Long live King Solomon!”

40All the people came up after him, and
the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced
with great joy, so that the earth shookwith
their sound.

41Adonijah and all the guests who were
with him heard it as they had finished
eating. When Joab heard the sound of the
trumpet, he said, “Why is this noise of the
city being in an uproar?”

42While he yet spoke, behold, Jonathan
the son of Abiathar the priest came; and
Adonijah said, “Come in; for you are a
worthyman, and bring good news.”

43 Jonathan answered Adonijah, “Most
certainly our lord King David has made
Solomon king.

44 The king has sent with him Zadok the
priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the
son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and
the Pelethites; and they have caused him
to ride on the king’s mule.

45 Zadok the priest and Nathan the
prophet have anointed him king in Gihon.
Theyhavecomeupfromthererejoicing, so
that the city rang again. This is the noise
that you have heard.

46Also, Solomon sits on the throne of the
kingdom.

47Moreover the king’s servants came to
bless our lord King David, saying, ‘May
your God make the name of Solomon bet-
ter than your name, and make his throne
greater than your throne;’ and the king
bowed himself on the bed.

48 Also thus said the king, ‘Blessed be
Yahweh, the God of Israel, who has given
one to sit onmy throne today,myeyes even
seeing it.’ ”

49All the guests of Adonijahwere afraid,
and rose up, and eachmanwent his way.
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50 Adonijah was afraid because of
Solomon; and he arose, and went, and
hung onto the horns of the altar.

51 Solomon was told, “Behold, Adonijah
fears King Solomon; for, behold, he is
hanging onto the horns of the altar, saying,
‘Let King Solomon swear tomefirst that he
will not kill his servant with the sword.’ ”

52 Solomon said, “If he shows himself a
worthy man, not a hair of his shall fall to
the earth; but if wickedness is found in
him, he shall die.”

53 So King Solomon sent, and they
brought himdown from the altar. He came
and bowed down to King Solomon; and
Solomon said to him, “Go to your house.”

2
1 Now the days of David came near

that he should die; and he commanded
Solomon his son, saying,

2“I amgoing thewayof all the earth. You
be strong therefore, and show yourself a
man;

3 and keep the instruction of Yahweh
your God, to walk in his ways, to keep
his statutes, his commandments, his ordi-
nances, and his testimonies, according to
that which is written in the law of Moses,
that youmayprosper in all that youdo and
wherever you turn yourself.

4 Then Yahweh may establish his word
which he spoke concerning me, saying,
‘If your children are careful of their way,
to walk before me in truth with all their
heart andwithall their soul, there shallnot
fail you,’ he said, ‘a man on the throne of
Israel.’

5 “Moreover you know also what Joab
the son of Zeruiah did to me, even what
he did to the two captains of the armies
of Israel, to Abner the son of Ner and to
Amasa the son of Jether, whom he killed,
and shed the blood of war in peace, and
put the blood of war on his sash that was
around his waist and in his sandals that
were on his feet.

6 Do therefore according to your wis-
dom, and don’t let his gray head go down
to Sheol† in peace.

7But showkindness to the sons of Barzil-
lai the Gileadite, and let them be among
those who eat at your table; for so they
came tomewhen Ifled fromAbsalomyour
brother.

8 “Behold, there is with you Shimei the
son of Gera, the Benjamite of Bahurim,
who cursed me with a grievous curse in
the day when I went to Mahanaim; but he
came down tomeetme at the Jordan, and I
swore to him by Yahweh, saying, ‘I will not
put you to death with the sword.’

9Now therefore don’t hold him guiltless,
for you are awiseman; and youwill know
what you ought to do to him, and you shall
bring his gray head down to Sheol‡ with
blood.”

10 David slept with his fathers, and was
buried in David’s city.

11 The days that David reigned over Is-
rael were forty years; he reigned seven
years in Hebron, and he reigned thirty-
three years in Jerusalem.

12 Solomon sat on David his father’s
throne; and his kingdomwas firmly estab-
lished.

13 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith
came toBathsheba themother of Solomon.
She said, “Do you come peaceably?”
He said, “Peaceably.
14He saidmoreover, I have something to

tell you.”
She said, “Say on.”
15He said, “You know that the kingdom

wasmine, and that all Israel set their faces
on me, that I should reign. However, the
kingdom is turned around, and has be-
come my brother’s; for it was his from
Yahweh.

16 Now I ask one petition of you. Don’t
denyme.”
She said to him, “Say on.”
17He said, “Please speak to Solomon the

king (for he will not tell you ‘no’), that he
givemeAbishag the Shunammite aswife.”

18Bathsheba said, “All right. I will speak
for you to the king.”

19 Bathsheba therefore went to King
Solomon, to speak to him for Adonijah.
The king rose up to meet her and bowed

† 2:6 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 2:9 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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himself to her, and sat down on his throne
and caused a throne to be set for the king’s
mother; and she sat on his right hand.

20Then she said, “I ask one small petition
of you; don’t denyme.”
The king said to her, “Ask on,mymother,

for I will not deny you.”
21 She said, “Let Abishag the Shunam-

mite be given to Adonijah your brother as
wife.”

22 King Solomon answered his mother,
“Whydo you ask Abishag the Shunammite
for Adonijah? Ask for him the kingdom
also, for he is my elder brother; even for
him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for
Joab the son of Zeruiah.”

23ThenKing Solomon swore by Yahweh,
saying, “God do so to me, and more also, if
Adonijah has not spoken this word against
his own life.

24 Now therefore as Yahweh lives, who
has established me and set me on my fa-
therDavid’s throne, andwhohasmademe
a house as he promised, surely Adonijah
shall be put to death today.”

25King Solomon sent Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada; and he fell on him, so that he
died.

26 To Abiathar the priest the king said,
“GotoAnathoth, toyourownfields, foryou
are worthy of death. But I will not at this
time put you to death, because you bore
the Lord§ Yahweh’s ark before David my
father, and because you were afflicted in
all in whichmy father was afflicted.”

27 So Solomon thrust Abiathar out from
being priest to Yahweh, that he might ful-
fill Yahweh’s word which he spoke con-
cerning the house of Eli in Shiloh.

28 This news came to Joab; for Joab had
followed Adonijah, although he didn’t fol-
low Absalom. Joab fled to Yahweh’s Tent,
and held onto the horns of the altar.

29King Solomon was told, “Joab has fled
to Yahweh’s Tent; and behold, he is by the
altar.” Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada, saying, “Go, fall on him.”

30 Benaiah came to Yahweh’s Tent, and
said to him, “The king says, ‘Come out!’ ”
He said, “No; but I will die here.”

Benaiah brought the king word again,
saying, “This is what Joab said, and this is
how he answeredme.”

31 The king said to him, “Do as he has
said, and fall on him, and bury him, that
you may take away the blood, which Joab
shedwithout cause, fromme and frommy
father’s house.

32 Yahweh will return his blood on his
own head, because he fell on two men
more righteous and better than he, and
killed themwith the sword, andmy father
David didn’t know it: Abner the son of Ner,
captain of the army of Israel, and Amasa
the son of Jether, captain of the army of
Judah.

33 So their blood will return on the head
of Joab and on the head of his offspring†
forever. But for David, for his offspring,
for his house, and for his throne, therewill
be peace forever from Yahweh.”

34 Then Benaiah the son of Jehoiada
went up and fell on him, and killed him;
and he was buried in his own house in the
wilderness.

35 The king put Benaiah the son of Je-
hoiada in his place over the army; and the
king put Zadok the priest in the place of
Abiathar.

36 The king sent and called for Shimei,
and said to him, “Build yourself a house
in Jerusalem, and live there, and don’t go
anywhere else.

37Foron thedayyougooutandpassover
the brook Kidron, know for certain that
you will surely die. Your blood will be on
your own head.”

38 Shimei said to the king, “What you
say is good. As my lord the king has said,
so will your servant do.” Shimei lived in
Jerusalemmany days.

39 At the end of three years, two of
Shimei’s slaves ran away to Achish, son of
Maacah, king of Gath. They told Shimei,
saying, “Behold, your slaves are in Gath.”

40 Shimei arose, saddled his donkey, and
went to Gath to Achish to seek his slaves;
and Shimei went and brought his slaves
from Gath.

§ 2:26 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 2:33 or, seed
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41 Solomon was told that Shimei had
gone from Jerusalem to Gath, and had
come again.

42 The king sent and called for Shimei,
and said to him, “Didn’t I adjure you by
Yahweh and warn you, saying, ‘Know for
certain that on thedayyougoout andwalk
anywhere else, you shall surely die’? You
said to me, ‘The saying that I have heard is
good.’

43Whythenhaveyounotkept theoathof
Yahwehand thecommandment that Ihave
instructed you with?”

44 The king said moreover to Shimei,
“Youknowinyourheart all thewickedness
that you did to David my father. Therefore
Yahweh will return your wickedness on
your own head.

45But King Solomonwill be blessed, and
David’s throne will be established before
Yahweh forever.”

46 So the king commanded Benaiah the
son of Jehoiada; and he went out, and fell
on him, so that he died. The kingdom was
established in the hand of Solomon.

3
1 Solomon made a marriage alliance

with Pharaoh king of Egypt. He took
Pharaoh’s daughter and brought her into
David’s city until he had finished building
his own house, Yahweh’s house, and the
wall around Jerusalem.

2 However, the people sacrificed in the
high places, because there was not yet a
house built for Yahweh’s name.

3 Solomon loved Yahweh, walking in the
statutes of David his father, except that he
sacrificed and burned incense in the high
places.

4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice
there, for that was the great high place.
Solomon offered a thousand burnt offer-
ings on that altar.

5 In Gibeon, Yahweh appeared to
Solomon in a dream by night; and God
said, “Ask for what I should give you.”

6Solomon said, “Youhave shown to your
servant Davidmy father great loving kind-
ness, because he walked before you in
truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness
of heart with you. You have kept for him

this great loving kindness, that you have
given him a son to sit on his throne, as it
is today.

7Now, Yahweh my God, you have made
your servant king instead of David my fa-
ther. I am just a little child. I don’t know
how to go out or come in.

8 Your servant is among your people
which you have chosen, a great people,
that can’t be numbered or counted for
multitude.

9Give your servant therefore an under-
standing heart to judge your people, that
I may discern between good and evil; for
who is able to judge this great people of
yours?”

10 This request pleased the Lord, that
Solomon had asked this thing.

11 God said to him, “Because you have
asked this thing, and have not asked for
yourself long life, nor have you asked for
riches for yourself, nor have you asked for
the life of your enemies, but haveasked for
yourself understanding to discern justice,

12behold, I have done according to your
word. Behold, I have given you a wise
andunderstanding heart, so that there has
been no one like you before you, and after
you none will arise like you.

13 I have also given you that which you
have not asked, both riches and honor, so
that there will not be any among the kings
like you for all your days.

14 If youwillwalk inmyways, to keepmy
statutes and my commandments, as your
father David walked, then I will lengthen
your days.”

15 Solomon awoke; and behold, it was a
dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and
stoodbefore the arkof Yahweh’s covenant,
and offered up burnt offerings, offered
peaceofferings, andmadea feast for all his
servants.

16 Then two women who were prosti-
tutes came to the king, and stood before
him.

17 The one woman said, “Oh, my lord,
I and this woman dwell in one house. I
delivered a child with her in the house.

18 The third day after I delivered, this
woman delivered also. We were together.
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There was no stranger with us in the
house, just us two in the house.

19 This woman’s child died in the night,
because she lay on it.

20 She arose at midnight, and took my
son from beside me while your servant
slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid her
dead child inmy bosom.

21When I rose in the morning to nurse
my child, behold, he was dead; but when I
had looked at him in the morning, behold,
it was not my son whom I bore.”

22 The other woman said, “No! But the
living one is my son, and the dead one is
your son.”
The first one said, “No! But the dead one

is your son, and the living one is my son.”
They argued like this before the king.

23 Then the king said, “One says, ‘This is
my sonwho lives, and your son is the dead
one;’ and the other says, ‘No! But your son
is the dead one, and my son is the living
one.’ ”

24 The king said, “Get me a sword.” So
they brought a sword before the king.

25 The king said, “Divide the living child
in two, and give half to the one, and half to
the other.”

26 Then the woman whose the living
child was spoke to the king, for her heart
yearned over her son, and she said, “Oh,
my lord, give her the living child, and in no
way kill him!”
But the other said, “He shall be neither

mine nor yours. Divide him.”
27Then thekinganswered, “Give thefirst

woman the living child, and definitely do
not kill him. She is his mother.”

28All Israel heard of the judgmentwhich
the king had judged; and they feared the
king, for they saw that the wisdom of God
was in him to do justice.

4
1King Solomonwas king over all Israel.
2 These were the princes whom he had:

Azariah the son of Zadok, the priest;
3 Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons of

Shisha, scribes; Jehoshaphat the son of
Ahilud, the recorder;

4 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was
over the army; Zadok and Abiathar were
priests;

5Azariah the son of Nathanwas over the
officers; Zabud the sonofNathanwas chief
minister, the king’s friend;

6 Ahishar was over the household; and
Adoniram the son of Abda was over the
men subject to forced labor.

7 Solomon had twelve officers over all
Israel, who provided food for the king and
his household. Each man had to make
provision for amonth in the year.

8 These are their names: Ben Hur, in the
hill country of Ephraim;

9Ben Deker, inMakaz, in Shaalbim, Beth
Shemesh, and Elon Beth Hanan;

10BenHesed, in Arubboth (Socoh and all
the land of Hepher belonged to him);

11Ben Abinadab, in all the height of Dor
(he had Taphath, Solomon’s daughter, as
wife);

12 Baana the son of Ahilud, in Taanach
and Megiddo, and all Beth Shean which
is beside Zarethan, beneath Jezreel, from
Beth Shean to Abel Meholah, as far as be-
yond Jokmeam;

13 Ben Geber, in Ramoth Gilead (the
towns of Jair the son of Manasseh, which
are in Gilead, belonged to him; and the
region of Argob, which is in Bashan, sixty
great cities with walls and bronze bars,
belonged to him);

14 Ahinadab the son of Iddo, in Ma-
hanaim;

15 Ahimaaz, in Naphtali (he also took
Basemath the daughter of Solomon as
wife);

16Baana the son of Hushai, in Asher and
Bealoth;

17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in Is-
sachar;

18 Shimei the son of Ela, in Benjamin;
19 Geber the son of Uri, in the land of

Gilead, the country of Sihon king of the
Amorites and of Og king of Bashan; and he
was the only officer whowas in the land.

20 Judah and Israel were numerous as
the sand which is by the sea in multitude,
eating and drinking andmakingmerry.

21 Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms
fromtheRiver to the landof thePhilistines,



1 Kings 4:22 355 1 Kings 5:11

and to the border of Egypt. They brought
tribute and served Solomon all the days of
his life.

22 Solomon’s provision for one day was
thirty cors† of fine flour, sixty measures of
meal,

23 ten head of fat cattle, twenty head of
cattle out of thepastures, andonehundred
sheep, in addition to deer, gazelles, roe-
bucks, and fattened fowl.

24 For he had dominion over all on this
side of the River, from Tiphsah even to
Gaza, over all the kings on this side of
the River; and he had peace on all sides
around him.

25 Judah and Israel lived safely, every
man under his vine and under his fig tree,
fromDaneven toBeersheba, all thedaysof
Solomon.

26 Solomon had forty thousand stalls of
horses for his chariots, and twelve thou-
sand horsemen.

27 Those officers provided food for King
Solomon, and for all who came to King
Solomon’s table, every man in his month.
They let nothing be lacking.

28 They also brought barley and straw
for the horses and swift steeds to the place
where the officers were, eachman accord-
ing to his duty.

29God gave Solomon abundant wisdom,
understanding, and breadth of mind like
the sand that is on the seashore.

30 Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wis-
dom of all the children of the east and all
the wisdom of Egypt.

31 For he was wiser than all men—wiser
than Ethan the Ezrahite, Heman, Calcol,
andDarda, the sonsofMahol; andhis fame
was in all the nations all around.

32 He spoke three thousand proverbs,
and his songs numbered one thousand
five.

33 He spoke of trees, from the cedar
that is in Lebanon even to the hyssop that
grows out of the wall; he also spoke of
animals, of birds, of creeping things, and
of fish.

34 People of all nations came to hear the
wisdomof Solomon, sent by all kings of the

earth who had heard of his wisdom.

5
1 Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants

to Solomon, for he had heard that they
had anointed him king in the place of his
father, andHiramhad always lovedDavid.

2 Solomon sent to Hiram, saying,
3 “You know that David my father could

not build a house for the name of Yahweh
his God because of the wars which were
around him on every side, until Yahweh
put his enemies under the soles of his feet.

4But now Yahwehmy God has given me
rest on every side. There is no enemy and
no evil occurrence.

5 Behold, I intend to build a house for
the name of Yahweh my God, as Yahweh
spoke to David my father, saying, ‘Your
son,whomIwill set onyour throne in your
place shall build the house for my name.’

6 Now therefore command that cedar
trees be cut for me out of Lebanon. My
servants will be with your servants; and
I will give you wages for your servants
according to all that you say. For you know
that there is nobody among us who knows
how to cut timber like the Sidonians.”

7 When Hiram heard the words of
Solomon, he rejoiced greatly, and said,
“Blessed is Yahweh today, who has given
to David a wise son to rule over this great
people.”

8Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, “I have
heard the message which you have sent to
me. I will do all your desire concerning
timber of cedar, and concerning cypress
timber.

9 My servants will bring them down
from Lebanon to the sea. I will make them
into rafts to go by sea to the place that
you specify to me, and will cause them to
be broken up there, and you will receive
them. You will accomplish my desire, in
giving food for my household.”

10 So Hiram gave Solomon cedar timber
and cypress timber according to all his
desire.

11SolomongaveHiram twenty thousand
cors† of wheat for food to his household,

† 4:22 1 cor is the same as a homer, or about 55.9 U. S. gallons (liquid) or 211 liters or 6 bushels † 5:11 20,000 cors
would be about 120,000 bushels or about 4.2 megaliters of wheat, which would weigh about 3,270metric tons.
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and twenty cors‡ of pure oil. Solomongave
this to Hiram year by year.

12 Yahweh gave Solomon wisdom, as he
promised him. There was peace between
Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them
made a treaty together.

13 King Solomon raised a levy out of all
Israel; and the levy was thirty thousand
men.

14 He sent them to Lebanon, ten thou-
sand a month by courses: for a month
they were in Lebanon, and two months at
home; and Adoniram was over the men
subject to forced labor.

15 Solomon had seventy thousand who
bore burdens, and eighty thousand who
were stone cutters in themountains,

16 besides Solomon’s chief officers who
were over the work: three thousand three
hundred who ruled over the people who
labored in the work.

17Thekingcommanded, and theycutout
large stones, costly stones, to lay the foun-
dation of the house with worked stone.

18 Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s
builders and the Gebalites cut them, and
prepared the timber and the stones to
build the house.

6
1 In the four hundred and eightieth year

after the children of Israel had come out
of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of
Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month
Ziv, which is the second month, he began
to build Yahweh’s house.

2 The house which King Solomon built
for Yahweh had a length of sixty cubits,†
and its width twenty, and its height thirty
cubits.

3 The porch in front of the temple of the
house had a length of twenty cubits, which
was along the width of the house. Ten
cubits was its width in front of the house.

4Hemadewindows of fixed lattice work
for the house.

5 Against the wall of the house, he built
floors all around, against the walls of the
house all around, both of the temple and
of the inner sanctuary; and he made side
rooms all around.

6 The lowest floor was five cubits wide,
and the middle was six cubits wide, and
the third was seven cubits wide; for on the
outside he made offsets in the wall of the
house all around, that the beams should
not be inserted into the walls of the house.

7Thehouse,when itwasunderconstruc-
tion, was built of stone prepared at the
quarry; and no hammer or ax or any tool
of ironwas heard in the housewhile it was
under construction.

8Thedoor for themiddle side roomswas
in the right side of thehouse. Theywentup
bywinding stairs into themiddlefloor, and
out of themiddle into the third.

9 So he built the house and finished it;
and he covered the house with beams and
planks of cedar.

10He built the floors all along the house,
each five cubits high; and they rested on
the house with timbers of cedar.

11Yahweh’s word came to Solomon, say-
ing,

12 “Concerning this house which you are
building, if you will walk in my statutes,
and execute my ordinances, and keep all
my commandments to walk in them, then
I will establish my word with you, which I
spoke to David your father.

13 I will dwell among the children of
Israel, and will not forsake my people Is-
rael.”

14 So Solomon built the house and fin-
ished it.

15He built the walls of the house within
with boards of cedar; from the floor of the
house to thewalls of the ceiling, he covered
them on the inside with wood. He covered
the floor of the house with cypress boards.

16He built twenty cubits of the back part
of the housewith boards of cedar from the
floor to the ceiling. He built thiswithin, for
an inner sanctuary, even for themost holy
place.

17 In front of the temple sanctuary was
forty cubits long.

18 There was cedar on the house within,
carved with buds and open flowers. All
was cedar. No stone was visible.

19Heprepared an inner sanctuary in the
middle of thehousewithin, to set the arkof

‡ 5:11 20 cors is about 1,100 gallons or about 4220 liters. † 6:2A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger
to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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Yahweh’s covenant there.
20 Within the inner sanctuary was

twenty cubits in length, and twenty cubits
in width, and twenty cubits in its height.
He overlaid it with pure gold. He covered
the altar with cedar.

21 So Solomon overlaid the house within
with pure gold. He drew chains of gold
across before the inner sanctuary, and he
overlaid it with gold.

22Heoverlaid thewholehousewithgold,
until all the house was finished. He also
overlaid the whole altar that belonged to
the inner sanctuary with gold.

23 In the inner sanctuary he made two
cherubim‡ of olive wood, each ten cubits
high.

24Five cubits was the length of one wing
of the cherub, and five cubits was the
length of the other wing of the cherub.
From the tip of one wing to the tip of the
other was ten cubits.

25The other cherub was ten cubits. Both
the cherubim were of one measure and
one form.

26Onecherubwas tencubitshigh, and so
was the other cherub.

27He set the cherubim within the inner
house. The wings of the cherubim were
stretched out, so that the wing of the one
touched the one wall and the wing of the
other cherub touched the other wall; and
their wings touched one another in the
middle of the house.

28He overlaid the cherubimwith gold.
29 He carved all the walls of the house

around with carved figures of cherubim,
palm trees, and open flowers, inside and
outside.

30He overlaid the floor of the housewith
gold, inside and outside.

31 For the entrance of the inner sanctu-
ary, he made doors of olive wood. The
lintel anddoorpostswereafifthpart of the
wall.

32 So he made two doors of olive wood;
and he carved on them carvings of cheru-
bim, palm trees, and open flowers, and
overlaid them with gold. He spread the
gold on the cherubim and on the palm
trees.

33He also made the entrance of the tem-
pledoorposts of olivewood, out of a fourth
part of the wall,

34 and two doors of cypress wood. The
two leaves of the one door were folding,
and the two leaves of the other door were
folding.

35He carved cherubim, palm trees, and
open flowers; and he overlaid them with
gold fitted on the engraved work.

36 He built the inner court with three
courses of cut stone and a course of cedar
beams.

37 The foundation of Yahweh’s house
was laid in the fourth year, in the month
Ziv.

38 In the eleventh year, in the month
Bul, which is the eighth month, the house
was finished throughout all its parts and
according to all its specifications. So he
spent seven years building it.

7
1 Solomon was building his own house

thirteen years, and he finished all his
house.

2 For he built the House of the Forest
of Lebanon. Its length was one hundred
cubits,† its width fifty cubits, and its height
thirty cubits, on four rows of cedar pillars,
with cedar beams on the pillars.

3 It was covered with cedar above over
the forty-five beams that were on the pil-
lars, fifteen in a row.

4 There were beams in three rows,
and window was facing window in three
ranks.

5 All the doors and posts were made
square with beams; and window was fac-
ing window in three ranks.

6He made the hall of pillars. Its length
was fifty cubits and its width thirty cubits,
with a porch before them, and pillars and
a threshold before them.

7Hemade the porch of the thronewhere
he was to judge, even the porch of judg-
ment; and it was covered with cedar from
floor to floor.

8 His house where he was to dwell, the
other court within the porch, was of the
same construction. He made also a house

‡ 6:23 “Cherubim” is plural of “cherub”, an angelic being. † 7:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle
finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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for Pharaoh’s daughter (whom Solomon
had taken as wife), like this porch.

9 All these were of costly stones, even
of stone cut according to measure, sawed
with saws, inside and outside, even from
the foundation to the coping, and so on the
outside to the great court.

10 The foundation was of costly stones,
even great stones, stones of ten cubits and
stones of eight cubits.

11 Above were costly stones, even cut
stone, according to measure, and cedar
wood.

12 The great court around had three
courses of cut stone with a course of cedar
beams, like the inner court of Yahweh’s
house and the porch of the house.

13King Solomon sent andbroughtHiram
out of Tyre.

14Hewas the son of a widow of the tribe
of Naphtali, and his father was a man of
Tyre, aworker in bronze; andhewas filled
with wisdom and understanding and skill
to work all works in bronze. He came to
King Solomon and performed all his work.

15 For he fashioned the two pillars of
bronze, eighteen cubits high apiece; and
a line of twelve cubits encircled either of
them.

16 He made two capitals of molten
bronze to set on the tops of the pillars. The
height of the one capital was five cubits,
and the height of the other capital was five
cubits.

17 There were nets of checker work and
wreaths of chain work for the capitals
whichwere on the top of the pillars: seven
for the one capital, and seven for the other
capital.

18So hemade the pillars; and therewere
two rows of pomegranates around the one
network, to cover the capitals thatwere on
the top of the pillars; and he did so for the
other capital.

19The capitals thatwere on the top of the
pillars in the porch were of lily work, four
cubits.

20 There were capitals above also on the
two pillars, close by the belly which was
beside the network. There were two hun-
dred pomegranates in rows around the
other capital.

21He set up the pillars at the porch of the
temple. He setup the rightpillarandcalled
its name Jachin; andhe set up the left pillar
and called its name Boaz.

22On the tops of thepillarswas lilywork.
So the work of the pillars was finished.

23 He made the molten sea ten cubits
from brim to brim, round in shape. Its
height was five cubits; and a line of thirty
cubits encircled it.

24 Under its brim around there were
buds which encircled it for ten cubits, en-
circling the sea. The buds were in two
rows, cast when it was cast.

25 It stood on twelve oxen, three look-
ing toward the north, and three looking
toward thewest, and three looking toward
the south, and three looking toward the
east; and the sea was set on them above,
and all their hindquarters were inward.

26 It was a hand width thick. Its brim
was worked like the brim of a cup, like the
flower of a lily. It held two thousand baths.

27He made the ten bases of bronze. The
length of one base was four cubits, four
cubits itswidth, and three cubits its height.

28 The work of the bases was like this:
they had panels; and there were panels
between the ledges;

29 and on the panels that were between
the ledgeswere lions, oxen, and cherubim;
and on the ledges there was a pedestal
above; and beneath the lions and oxen
were wreaths of hanging work.

30 Every base had four bronze wheels
and axles of bronze; and its four feet had
supports. The supports were cast beneath
the basin, with wreaths at the side of each.

31 Its opening within the capital and
above was a cubit. Its opening was round
like the work of a pedestal, a cubit and a
half; and also on its opening were engrav-
ings, and their panels were square, not
round.

32The four wheels were underneath the
panels; and the axles of thewheelswere in
the base. The height of awheel was a cubit
and half a cubit.

33 The work of the wheels was like the
work of a chariot wheel. Their axles, their
rims, their spokes, and their hubs were all
of cast metal.
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34 There were four supports at the four
corners of each base. Its supports were of
the base itself.

35 In the top of the base there was a
round band half a cubit high; and on the
top of the base its supports and its panels
were the same.

36On the plates of its supports and on its
panels, he engraved cherubim, lions, and
palm trees, each in its space, with wreaths
all around.

37He made the ten bases in this way: all
of themhad one casting, onemeasure, and
one form.

38 He made ten basins of bronze. One
basin contained forty baths.‡ Every basin
measured four cubits. One basin was on
every one of the ten bases.

39He set the bases, five on the right side
of the house and five on the left side of the
house. He set the sea on the right side of
the house eastward and toward the south.

40Hirammade the pots, the shovels, and
the basins. So Hiram finished doing all the
work that he worked for King Solomon in
Yahweh’s house:

41 the two pillars; the two bowls of the
capitals that were on the top of the pillars;
the two networks to cover the two bowls
of the capitals that were on the top of the
pillars;

42 the four hundred pomegranates
for the two networks; two rows of
pomegranates for each network, to cover
the two bowls of the capitals that were on
the pillars;

43 the ten bases; the ten basins on the
bases;

44 the one sea; the twelve oxen under the
sea;

45 the pots; the shovels; and the basins.
All of these vessels, which Hirammade for
King Solomon in Yahweh’s house, were of
burnished bronze.

46 The king cast them in the plain of the
Jordan, in the clay ground between Suc-
coth and Zarethan.

47 Solomon left all the vessels un-
weighed, because there were so many of
them. The weight of the bronze could not
be determined.

48 Solomon made all the vessels that
were in Yahweh’s house: the golden altar
and the table that the show bread was on,
of gold;

49 and the lamp stands, five on the right
side and five on the left, in front of the
inner sanctuary, of pure gold; and the
flowers, the lamps, and the tongs, of gold;

50 the cups, the snuffers, the basins, the
spoons, and the fire pans, of pure gold;
and the hinges, both for the doors of the
inner house, the most holy place, and for
the doors of the house, of the temple, of
gold.

51 Thus all the work that King Solomon
did in Yahweh’s house was finished.
Solomon brought in the things which
David his father had dedicated—the silver,
the gold, and the vessels—and put them in
the treasuries of Yahweh’s house.

8
1 Then Solomon assembled the elders

of Israel with all the heads of the tribes,
the princes of the fathers’ households of
the children of Israel, to King Solomon in
Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of Yahweh’s
covenant out of David’s city, which is Zion.

2 All the men of Israel assembled them-
selves to King Solomon at the feast in
the month Ethanim, which is the seventh
month.

3 All the elders of Israel came, and the
priests picked up the ark.

4TheybroughtupYahweh’s ark, theTent
of Meeting, and all the holy vessels that
were in the Tent. The priests and the
Levites brought these up.

5 King Solomon and all the congrega-
tion of Israel, whowere assembled to him,
were with him before the ark, sacrificing
sheep and cattle that could not be counted
or numbered for multitude.

6 The priests brought in the ark of Yah-
weh’s covenant to its place, into the inner
sanctuary of the house, to the most holy
place, even under the cherubim’s wings.

7 For the cherubim spread their wings
outover theplaceof theark, and thecheru-
bim covered the ark and its poles above.

‡ 7:38 1 bath is one tenth of a cor, or about 5.6 U. S. gallons or 21 liters, so 40 bathswas about 224 gallons or 840 liters.
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8 The poles were so long that the ends
of the poles were seen from the holy place
before the inner sanctuary, but they were
not seen outside. They are there to this
day.

9Therewasnothing in the ark except the
two stone tablets which Moses put there
at Horeb, when Yahweh made a covenant
with the children of Israel, when they
came out of the land of Egypt.

10 It came to pass, when the priests had
come out of the holy place, that the cloud
filled Yahweh’s house,

11 so that the priests could not stand to
minister by reason of the cloud; for Yah-
weh’s glory filled Yahweh’s house.

12Then Solomon said, “Yahweh has said
that he would dwell in the thick darkness.

13 I have surely built you a house of habi-
tation, a place for you to dwell in forever.”

14 The king turned his face around and
blessed all the assembly of Israel; and all
the assembly of Israel stood.

15He said, “Blessed is Yahweh, theGodof
Israel, who spoke with his mouth to David
your father, and haswith his hand fulfilled
it, saying,

16 ‘Since theday that I broughtmypeople
Israel out of Egypt, I chose no city out of all
the tribes of Israel to build ahouse, thatmy
name might be there; but I chose David to
be over my people Israel.’

17 “Now it was in the heart of David my
father to build a house for the name of
Yahweh, the God of Israel.

18 But Yahweh said to David my father,
‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a
house formyname, youdidwell that itwas
in your heart.

19 Nevertheless, you shall not build the
house; but your son who shall come out of
your body, he shall build the house for my
name.’

20Yahweh has established his word that
he spoke; for I have risen up in the place of
David my father, and I sit on the throne of
Israel, asYahwehpromised, andhavebuilt
the house for the nameof Yahweh, theGod
of Israel.

21 There I have set a place for the ark,
in which is Yahweh’s covenant, which he

made with our fathers when he brought
them out of the land of Egypt.”

22 Solomon stood before Yahweh’s al-
tar in the presence of all the assembly of
Israel, and spread out his hands toward
heaven;

23 and he said, “Yahweh, the God of Is-
rael, there is no God like you, in heaven
above, or on earth beneath; who keeps
covenant and loving kindness with your
servants who walk before you with all
their heart;

24who has kept with your servant David
my father that which you promised him.
Yes, you spoke with your mouth, and have
fulfilled it with your hand, as it is today.

25Now therefore, may Yahweh, the God
of Israel, keepwith your servant Davidmy
father that which you have promised him,
saying, ‘There shall not fail fromyouaman
in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel,
if only your children take heed to their
way, towalkbeforemeas youhavewalked
before me.’

26 “Now therefore, God of Israel, please
let yourword be verified, which you spoke
to your servant Davidmy father.

27But will God in very deed dwell on the
earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of
heavens can’t contain you; howmuch less
this house that I have built!

28Yet have respect for the prayer of your
servant and for his supplication, Yahweh
my God, to listen to the cry and to the
prayer which your servant prays before
you today;

29 that your eyes may be open toward
this house night and day, even toward the
place of which you have said, ‘My name
shall be there;’ to listen to theprayerwhich
your servant prays toward this place.

30 Listen to the supplication of your ser-
vant, and of your people Israel, when
they pray toward this place. Yes, hear in
heaven, your dwelling place; and when
you hear, forgive.

31 “If a man sins against his neighbor,
and an oath is laid on him to cause him
to swear, and he comes and swears before
your altar in this house,
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32 then hear in heaven, and act, and
judge your servants, condemning the
wicked, to bring his way on his own head,
and justifying the righteous, to give him
according to his righteousness.

33 “When your people Israel are struck
downbefore the enemybecause they have
sinned against you, if they turn again to
you and confess your name, and pray and
make supplication to you in this house,

34 then hear in heaven, and forgive the
sin of your people Israel, and bring them
again to the land which you gave to their
fathers.

35 “When the sky is shut up and there is
no rain because they have sinned against
you, if they pray toward this place and
confess yourname, and turn fromtheir sin
when you afflict them,

36 then hear in heaven, and forgive the
sin of your servants, and of your people
Israel, when you teach them the good way
in which they should walk; and send rain
on your landwhich youhave given to your
people for an inheritance.

37 “If there is famine in the land, if there
is pestilence, if there is blight, mildew, lo-
cust or caterpillar; if their enemy besieges
them in the land of their cities, whatever
plague, whatever sickness there is,

38 whatever prayer and supplication is
made by any man, or by all your people
Israel, who shall each know the plague of
his own heart, and spread out his hands
toward this house,

39 then hear in heaven, your dwelling
place, and forgive, and act, and give to
everymanaccording toall hisways,whose
heart you know (for you, even you only,
know thehearts of all the childrenofmen);

40 that theymay fear youall the days that
they live in the landwhich you gave to our
fathers.

41 “Moreover, concerning the foreigner,
who is not of your people Israel, when he
comes out of a far country for your name’s
sake

42 (for they shall hear of your great name
and of your mighty hand and of your out-
stretched arm), when he comes and prays
toward this house,

43 hear in heaven, your dwelling place,
and do according to all that the foreigner
calls to you for; that all the peoples of the
earthmay knowyour name, to fear you, as
do your people Israel, and that they may
know that this house which I have built is
called by your name.

44 “If your people go out to battle against
their enemy, by whatever way you shall
send them, and they pray to Yahweh to-
ward the city which you have chosen, and
toward the house which I have built for
your name,

45 then hear in heaven their prayer
and their supplication, andmaintain their
cause.

46 If they sin against you (for there is no
man who doesn’t sin), and you are angry
with them and deliver them to the enemy,
so that they carry themaway captive to the
land of the enemy, far off or near;

47 yet if they repent in the land where
they are carried captive, and turn again,
and make supplication to you in the land
of those who carried them captive, say-
ing, ‘We have sinned and have done per-
versely; we have dealt wickedly,’

48 if they return to you with all their
heart and with all their soul in the land of
their enemies who carried them captive,
and pray to you toward their land which
you gave to their fathers, the city which
you have chosen and the house which I
have built for your name,

49 then hear their prayer and their sup-
plication in heaven, your dwelling place,
andmaintain their cause;

50 and forgive your people who have
sinned against you, and all their trans-
gressions in which they have transgressed
against you; andgive themcompassionbe-
fore those who carried them captive, that
theymay have compassion on them

51 (for they are your people and your in-
heritance,which youbrought out of Egypt,
from themiddle of the iron furnace);

52 that your eyes may be open to the
supplication of your servant and to the
supplication of your people Israel, to listen
to themwhenever they cry to you.

53 For you separated them from among
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all the peoples of the earth to be your
inheritance, as you spoke by Moses your
servant, when you brought our fathers out
of Egypt, Lord Yahweh.”

54 It was so, that when Solomon had
finished praying all this prayer and sup-
plication to Yahweh, he arose from before
Yahweh’s altar, fromkneeling on his knees
with his hands spread out toward heaven.

55He stood and blessed all the assembly
of Israel with a loud voice, saying,

56 “Blessed be Yahweh, who has given
rest to his people Israel, according to all
that he promised. There has not failed one
word of all his good promise, which he
promised byMoses his servant.

57May Yahweh our God be with us as he
was with our fathers. Let him not leave us
or forsake us,

58 that he may incline our hearts to him,
to walk in all his ways, and to keep his
commandments, his statutes, and his ordi-
nances, which he commanded our fathers.

59Let thesemywords, withwhich I have
made supplicationbeforeYahweh, benear
to Yahweh our God day and night, that he
maymaintain the cause of his servant and
the cause of his people Israel, as every day
requires;

60 that all the peoples of the earth may
know that Yahweh himself is God. There
is no one else.

61 “Let your heart therefore be perfect
with Yahweh our God, to walk in his
statutes, and to keep his commandments,
as it is today.”

62 The king, and all Israel with him, of-
fered sacrifice before Yahweh.

63 Solomon offered for the sacrifice of
peace offerings, which he offered to Yah-
weh, twenty two thousand head of cattle
and one hundred twenty thousand sheep.
So the king and all the children of Israel
dedicated Yahweh’s house.

64 The same day the king made the mid-
dle of the court holy that was before Yah-
weh’s house; for there he offered the burnt
offering, the meal offering, and the fat of
the peace offerings, because the bronze
altar that was before Yahweh was too lit-
tle to receive the burnt offering, the meal
offering, and the fat of the peace offerings.

65So Solomon held the feast at that time,
and all Israel with him, a great assembly,
from the entrance of Hamath to the brook
of Egypt, before Yahweh our God, seven
days and seven more days, even fourteen
days.

66 On the eighth day he sent the peo-
ple away; and they blessed the king, and
went to their tents joyful and glad in their
hearts for all the goodness that Yahweh
had shown to David his servant, and to
Israel his people.

9
1When Solomon had finished the build-

ing of Yahweh’s house, the king’s house,
and all Solomon’s desire which he was
pleased to do,

2 Yahweh appeared to Solomon the sec-
ond time, as he had appeared to him at
Gibeon.

3 Yahweh said to him, “I have heard
your prayer and your supplication that
you have made before me. I have made
this house holy, which you have built, to
put my name there forever; and my eyes
andmy heart shall be there perpetually.

4 As for you, if you will walk before me
asDavid your fatherwalked, in integrity of
heart and in uprightness, to do according
to all that I have commanded you, andwill
keepmy statutes andmy ordinances,

5 then I will establish the throne of your
kingdom over Israel forever, as I promised
to David your father, saying, ‘There shall
not fail from you a man on the throne of
Israel.’

6 But if you turn away from following
me, you or your children, and not keepmy
commandments and my statutes which I
have set before you, but go and serve other
gods and worship them,

7 then I will cut off Israel out of the land
which I have given them; and I will cast
this house, which I havemade holy for my
name, out of my sight; and Israel will be a
proverb and a byword among all peoples.

8Though this house is so high, yet every-
onewhopassesby itwill beastonishedand
hiss; and they will say, ‘Why has Yahweh
done this to this land and to this house?’
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9 and they will answer, ‘Because they
abandoned Yahweh their God, who
brought their fathers out of the land of
Egypt, and embraced other gods, and wor-
shiped them, and served them. Therefore
Yahwehhasbroughtall this evil on them.’ ”

10 At the end of twenty years, in which
Solomon had built the two houses, Yah-
weh’s house and the king’s house

11 (now Hiram the king of Tyre had fur-
nished Solomon with cedar trees and cy-
press trees, and with gold, according to
all his desire), King Solomon gave Hiram
twenty cities in the land of Galilee.

12HiramcameoutofTyre to see thecities
which Solomon had given him; and they
didn’t please him.

13He said, “What cities are these which
youhavegivenme,mybrother?” Hecalled
them the land of Cabul† to this day.

14 Hiram sent to the king one hundred
twenty talents‡ of gold.

15 This is the reason of the forced labor
which King Solomon conscripted: to build
Yahweh’s house, his own house, Millo,
Jerusalem’s wall, Hazor, Megiddo, and
Gezer.

16 Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up,
taken Gezer, burned it with fire, killed
the Canaanites who lived in the city, and
given it for a wedding gift to his daughter,
Solomon’s wife.

17 Solomon built in the land Gezer, Beth
Horon the lower,

18Baalath, Tamar in the wilderness,
19all the storage cities that Solomonhad,

the cities for his chariots, the cities for his
horsemen, and that which Solomon de-
sired tobuild forhispleasure in Jerusalem,
and in Lebanon, and in all the land of his
dominion.

20 As for all the people who were left of
the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites,
the Hivites, and the Jebusites, who were
not of the children of Israel—

21 their children who were left after
them in the land, whom the children of
Israel were not able utterly to destroy—of

them Solomon raised a levy of bondser-
vants to this day.

22 But of the children of Israel Solomon
made no bondservants; but they were the
men of war, his servants, his princes, his
captains, and rulers of his chariots and of
his horsemen.

23Thesewere thefivehundredfifty chief
officers who were over Solomon’s work,
who ruled over the people who labored in
the work.

24 But Pharaoh’s daughter came up out
ofDavid’s city to herhousewhich Solomon
had built for her. Then he built Millo.

25 Solomon offered burnt offerings and
peace offerings on the altar which he built
to Yahweh three times per year, burning
incense with them on the altar that was
before Yahweh. So he finished the house.

26King Solomon made a fleet of ships in
Ezion Geber, which is beside Eloth, on the
shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom.

27 Hiram sent in the fleet his servants,
sailorswhohadknowledge of the sea,with
the servants of Solomon.

28They came to Ophir, and fetched from
there gold, four hundred and twenty tal-
ents,§ and brought it to King Solomon.

10
1 When the queen of Sheba heard of

the fame of Solomon concerning Yahweh’s
name, she came to testhimwithhardques-
tions.

2 She came to Jerusalem with a very
great caravan, with camels that bore
spices, very much gold, and precious
stones; and when she had come to
Solomon, she talked with him about all
that was in her heart.

3 Solomon answered all her questions.
There wasn’t anything hidden from the
king which he didn’t tell her.

4When the queen of Sheba had seen all
the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he
had built,

5 the food of his table, the sitting of his
servants, the attendance of his officials,
their clothing, his cup bearers, and his

† 9:13 “Cabul” sounds like Hebrew for “good-for-nothing”. ‡ 9:14 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or
965 Troy ounces, so 120 talents is about 3.6 metric tons § 9:28 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965
Troy ounces, so 420 talents is about 12.6 metric tons
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ascent by which he went up to Yahweh’s
house, there was nomore spirit in her.

6 She said to the king, “It was a true
report that I heard inmy own land of your
acts and of your wisdom.

7However, I didn’t believe thewords un-
til I came andmy eyes had seen it. Behold,
not even half was told me! Your wisdom
and prosperity exceed the fame which I
heard.

8Happy are your men, happy are these
your servants who stand continually be-
fore you, who hear your wisdom.

9 Blessed is Yahweh your God, who de-
lighted in you, to set you on the throne
of Israel. Because Yahweh loved Israel
forever, therefore he made you king, to do
justice and righteousness.”

10She gave the king one hundred twenty
talents of gold, and a very great quantity
of spices, andprecious stones. Never again
was there such an abundance of spices as
these which the queen of Sheba gave to
King Solomon.

11 The fleet of Hiram that brought gold
from Ophir also brought in from Ophir
great quantities of almug trees† and pre-
cious stones.

12 The king made of the almug trees
pillars for Yahweh’s house and for the
king’s house, harps also and stringed in-
struments for the singers; no such almug
trees came or were seen to this day.

13 King Solomon gave to the queen of
Sheba all her desire, whatever she asked,
in addition to that which Solomon gave
her of his royal bounty. So she turned
and went to her own land, she and her
servants.

14 Now the weight of gold that came
to Solomon in one year was six hundred
sixty-six talents‡ of gold,

15 in addition to that which the traders
brought, and the traffic of the merchants,
and of all the kings of the mixed people,
and of the governors of the country.

16 King Solomon made two hundred
bucklers of beaten gold; six hundred
shekels§ of gold went to one buckler.

17 He made three hundred shields of
beaten gold; three minas† of gold went to
one shield; and the king put them in the
House of the Forest of Lebanon.

18 Moreover the king made a great
throne of ivory, and overlaid it with the
finest gold.

19Therewere six steps to the throne, and
the top of the throne was round behind;
and there were armrests on either side by
the place of the seat, and two lions stand-
ing beside the armrests.

20 Twelve lions stood there on the one
side and on the other on the six steps.
Nothing like it was made in any kingdom.

21 All King Solomon’s drinking vessels
were of gold, and all the vessels of the
House of the Forest of Lebanon were of
pure gold. None were of silver, because it
was considered of little value in the days of
Solomon.

22 For the king had a fleet of ships of
Tarshishat seawithHiram’sfleet. Onceev-
ery three years the fleet of Tarshish came
bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and pea-
cocks.

23 So King Solomon exceeded all the
kings of the earth in riches and inwisdom.

24 All the earth sought the presence of
Solomon to hear his wisdom which God
had put in his heart.

25Year after year, everyman brought his
tribute, vessels of silver, vessels of gold,
clothing, armor, spices, horses, andmules.

26 Solomon gathered together chariots
and horsemen. He had one thousand four
hundred chariots and twelve thousand
horsemen. He kept them in the chariot
cities and with the king at Jerusalem.

27 The king made silver as common as
stones in Jerusalem, and cedars as com-
mon as the sycamore trees that are in the
lowland.

28 The horses which Solomon had were
brought out of Egypt. The king’s mer-

† 10:11 possibly an Indian sandalwood, with nice grain and a pleasant scent, and good for woodworking ‡ 10:14
A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 666 talents is about 20 metric tons § 10:16 A
shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 600 shekels is about 6 kilograms or 13.2 pounds or 192 Troy
ounces. † 10:17 Amina is about 600 grams or 1.3 U. S. pounds.
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chants received them in droves, each
drove at a price.

29 A chariot was imported from Egypt
for six hundred shekels‡ of silver, and a
horse for one hundredfifty shekels; and so
they exported them to all the kings of the
Hittites and to the kings of Syria.

11
1 Now King Solomon loved many for-

eign women, together with the daughter
of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Am-
monites, Edomites, Sidonians, andHittites,

2 of the nations concerning which Yah-
weh said to the children of Israel, “You
shall not go among them, neither shall
they come among you, for surely they will
turn away your heart after their gods.”
Solomon joined to these in love.

3 He had seven hundred wives,
princesses, and three hundred concu-
bines. His wives turned his heart away.

4 When Solomon was old, his wives
turned away his heart after other gods;
and his heartwas not perfectwith Yahweh
his God, as the heart of David his father
was.

5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the
goddess of the Sidonians, andafterMilcom
the abomination of the Ammonites.

6 Solomon did that which was evil in
Yahweh’s sight, and didn’t go fully after
Yahweh, as David his father did.

7 Then Solomon built a high place for
Chemosh the abomination ofMoab, on the
mountain that is before Jerusalem, and for
Molech the abomination of the children of
Ammon.

8 So he did for all his foreign wives,
whoburned incense and sacrificed to their
gods.

9 Yahweh was angry with Solomon, be-
causehisheartwas turnedaway fromYah-
weh, the God of Israel, who had appeared
to him twice,

10 and had commanded him concerning
this thing, that he should not go after other
gods; but he didn’t keep that which Yah-
weh commanded.

11 Therefore Yahweh said to Solomon,
“Because this is done by you, and you have

not kept my covenant and my statutes,
which Ihave commandedyou, Iwill surely
tear the kingdom fromyou, andwill give it
to your servant.

12 Nevertheless, I will not do it in your
days, for David your father’s sake; but I
will tear it out of your son’s hand.

13 However, I will not tear away all the
kingdom; but I will give one tribe to your
son, for David my servant’s sake, and for
Jerusalem’s sake which I have chosen.”

14 Yahweh raised up an adversary to
Solomon: Hadad the Edomite. He was one
of the king’s offspring in Edom.

15ForwhenDavidwas inEdom, and Joab
the captain of the army had gone up to
bury the slain, and had struck every male
in Edom

16 (for Joab and all Israel remained there
sixmonths, until he had cut off everymale
in Edom),

17 Hadad fled, he and certain Edomites
of his father’s servants with him, to go into
Egypt, when Hadad was still a little child.

18They arose out of Midian and came to
Paran; and they tookmenwith themout of
Paran, and they came to Egypt, to Pharaoh
king of Egypt, who gave him a house, and
appointed him food, and gave him land.

19 Hadad found great favor in the sight
of Pharaoh, so that he gave him as wife
the sister of his own wife, the sister of
Tahpenes the queen.

20The sister of Tahpenes bore himGenu-
bath his son, whom Tahpenes weaned
in Pharaoh’s house; and Genubath was
in Pharaoh’s house among the sons of
Pharaoh.

21 When Hadad heard in Egypt that
David slept with his fathers, and that Joab
the captain of the army was dead, Hadad
said to Pharaoh, “Letme depart, that Imay
go to my own country.”

22 Then Pharaoh said to him, “But what
have you lacked with me, that behold, you
seek to go to your own country?”
He answered, “Nothing, however only

let me depart.”
‡ 10:29 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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23 God raised up an adversary to him,
Rezon the son of Eliada, who hadfled from
his lord, Hadadezer king of Zobah.

24 He gathered men to himself, and be-
came captain over a troop, when David
killed them of Zobah. They went to Dam-
ascus and lived there, and reigned inDam-
ascus.

25 He was an adversary to Israel all the
days of Solomon, in addition to the mis-
chief of Hadad. He abhorred Israel, and
reigned over Syria.

26 Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an
Ephraimite of Zeredah, a servant of
Solomon, whose mother’s name was
Zeruah, a widow, also lifted up his hand
against the king.

27 This was the reason why he lifted up
his hand against the king: Solomon built
Millo, andrepaired thebreachofhis father
David’s city.

28Theman Jeroboamwas amighty man
of valor; and Solomon saw the young man
that he was industrious, and he put him
in charge of all the labor of the house of
Joseph.

29 At that time, when Jeroboam went
out of Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah the
Shilonite found him on the way. Now Ahi-
jah had clad himself with a new garment;
and the twoof themwerealone in thefield.

30Ahijah took the new garment that was
on him, and tore it in twelve pieces.

31He said to Jeroboam, “Take ten pieces;
for Yahweh, the God of Israel, says, ‘Be-
hold, I will tear the kingdom out of the
hand of Solomon andwill give ten tribes to
you

32 (but he shall have one tribe, for my
servant David’s sake and for Jerusalem’s
sake, the citywhich I have chosen out of all
the tribes of Israel),

33 because they have forsaken me, and
have worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of
the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of Moab,
andMilcom the god of the children of Am-
mon. They have not walked in my ways,
to do that which is right in my eyes, and
to keep my statutes andmy ordinances, as
David his father did.

34 “ ‘However, I will not take the whole

kingdom out of his hand, but I will make
him prince all the days of his life for David
my servant’s sake whom I chose, who kept
my commandments andmy statutes,

35 but I will take the kingdom out of his
son’s hand and will give it to you, even ten
tribes.

36 I will give one tribe to his son, that
Davidmy servantmay have a lamp always
before me in Jerusalem, the city which I
have chosen for myself to put my name
there.

37 I will take you, and you shall reign
according to all that your soul desires, and
shall be king over Israel.

38 It shall be, if you will listen to all that I
command you, and will walk in my ways,
and do that which is right in my eyes, to
keep my statutes and my commandments,
as Davidmy servant did, that I will bewith
you, and will build you a sure house, as I
built for David, and will give Israel to you.

39 I will afflict the offspring of David for
this, but not forever.’ ”

40 Therefore Solomon sought to kill Jer-
oboam, but Jeroboam arose and fled into
Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt, andwas in
Egypt until the death of Solomon.

41 Now the rest of the acts of Solomon,
and all that he did, and his wisdom, aren’t
they written in the book of the acts of
Solomon?

42 The time that Solomon reigned in
Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years.

43 Solomon slept with his fathers, and
was buried in his father David’s city; and
Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.

12
1 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all

Israel had come to Shechem to make him
king.

2When Jeroboam the sonofNebat heard
of it (for hewas yet in Egypt, where he had
fled from the presence of King Solomon,
and Jeroboam lived in Egypt;

3 and they sent and called him), Jer-
oboamandall the assembly of Israel came,
and spoke to Rehoboam, saying,

4 “Your father made our yoke difficult.
Now therefore make the hard service of
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your father, and his heavy yoke which he
put on us, lighter, and wewill serve you.”

5He said to them, “Depart for three days,
then come back to me.”
So the people departed.
6 King Rehoboam took counsel with the

old men who had stood before Solomon
his fatherwhile he yet lived, saying, “What
counsel do you give me to answer these
people?”

7They replied, “If youwill be a servant to
this people today, andwill serve them, and
answer them with good words, then they
will be your servants forever.”

8 But he abandoned the counsel of the
old men which they had given him, and
took counsel with the youngmenwho had
grownupwith him,who stood before him.

9He said to them, “What counsel do you
give, that we may answer these people
who have spoken to me, saying, ‘Make the
yoke that your father put on us lighter’?”

10 The young men who had grown up
with him said to him, “Tell these people
who spoke to you, saying, ‘Your father
made our yoke heavy, but make it lighter
to us’—tell them, ‘My little finger is thicker
thanmy father’s waist.

11 Now my father burdened you with a
heavy yoke, but Iwill add to your yoke. My
father chastised you with whips, but I will
chastise you with scorpions.’ ”

12 So Jeroboam and all the people came
to Rehoboam the third day, as the king
asked, saying, “Come tome again the third
day.”

13 The king answered the people
roughly, and abandoned the counsel of the
old menwhich they had given him,

14 and spoke to them according to the
counsel of the young men, saying, “My
father made your yoke heavy, but I will
add to your yoke. My father chastised you
with whips, but I will chastise you with
scorpions.”

15 So the king didn’t listen to the peo-
ple; for it was a thing brought about
from Yahweh, that he might establish his
word, which Yahweh spoke by Ahijah the
Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

16Whenall Israel sawthat thekingdidn’t
listen to them, the people answered the
king, saying, “What portion have we in
David? We don’t have an inheritance in
the son of Jesse. To your tents, Israel! Now
see to your own house, David.” So Israel
departed to their tents.

17 But as for the children of Israel who
lived in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam
reigned over them.

18 Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram,
who was over the men subject to forced
labor; and all Israel stoned him to death
with stones. King Rehoboam hurried to
get himself up to his chariot, to flee to
Jerusalem.

19 So Israel rebelled against David’s
house to this day.

20 When all Israel heard that Jeroboam
had returned, they sent and called him to
the congregation, andmade him king over
all Israel. There was no one who followed
David’s house, except for the tribe of Judah
only.

21 When Rehoboam had come to
Jerusalem, he assembled all the house
of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, a
hundred and eighty thousand chosenmen
who were warriors, to fight against the
house of Israel, to bring the kingdomagain
to Rehoboam the son of Solomon.

22But thewordofGod came to Shemaiah
theman of God, saying,

23 “Speak to Rehoboam the son of
Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the
house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the
rest of the people, saying,

24 ‘Yahweh says, “You shall not go up or
fight against your brothers, the children of
Israel. Everyone return to his house; for
this thing is from me.” ’ ” So they listened
to Yahweh’s word, and returned and went
their way, according to Yahweh’s word.

25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the
hill countryofEphraim, and lived in it; and
he went out from there and built Penuel.

26 Jeroboam said in his heart, “Now the
kingdomwill return to David’s house.

27 If this people goes up to offer sacrifices
in Yahweh’s house at Jerusalem, then the
heart of this people will turn again to their
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lord, even to Rehoboamking of Judah; and
they will kill me, and return to Rehoboam
king of Judah.”

28 So the king took counsel, and made
two calves of gold; and he said to them, “It
is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem.
Look and behold your gods, Israel, which
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”

29He set the one in Bethel, and the other
he put in Dan.

30This thing became a sin, for the people
went even as far as Dan to worship before
the one there.

31 He made houses of high places, and
made priests from among all the people,
who were not of the sons of Levi.

32 Jeroboam ordained a feast in the
eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the
month, like the feast that is in Judah, and
hewent up to the altar. He did so in Bethel,
sacrificing to the calves that he had made,
and he placed in Bethel the priests of the
high places that he hadmade.

33He went up to the altar which he had
made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in the
eighth month, even in the month which
he had devised of his own heart; and he
ordained a feast for the children of Israel,
and went up to the altar to burn incense.

13
1Behold, amanofGod cameout of Judah

byYahweh’sword toBethel; and Jeroboam
was standing by the altar to burn incense.

2He cried against the altar by Yahweh’s
word, and said, “Altar! Altar! Yahweh
says: ‘Behold, a son will be born to David’s
house, Josiah by name. On you he will
sacrifice the priests of the high places who
burn incense on you, and they will burn
men’s bones on you.’ ”

3 He gave a sign the same day, saying,
“This is the signwhichYahwehhas spoken:
Behold, the altarwill be split apart, and the
ashes that are on it will be poured out.”

4When the king heard the saying of the
man of God, which he cried against the
altar in Bethel, Jeroboam put out his hand
from the altar, saying, “Seize him!” His
hand, which he put out against him, dried

up, so that he could not draw it back again
to himself.

5 The altar was also split apart, and the
ashes poured out from the altar, according
to the signwhich themanofGodhad given
by Yahweh’s word.

6 The king answered the man of God,
“Now intercede for the favor of Yahweh
your God, and pray for me, that my hand
may be restoredme again.”
The man of God interceded with Yah-

weh, and the king’s hand was restored to
him again, and became as it was before.

7The king said to theman of God, “Come
home with me and refresh yourself, and I
will give you a reward.”

8The man of God said to the king, “Even
if you gave me half of your house, I would
not go in with you, neither would I eat
bread nor drink water in this place;

9 for so was it commanded me by Yah-
weh’sword, saying, ‘Youshall eatnobread,
drink no water, and don’t return by the
way that you came.’ ”

10 So he went another way, and didn’t
return by the way that he came to Bethel.

11 Now an old prophet lived in Bethel,
and one of his sons came and told him all
the works that the man of God had done
that day in Bethel. They also told their
father the words which he had spoken to
the king.

12Their father said to them, “Whichway
did he go?” Now his sons had seen which
way theman of God went, who came from
Judah.

13He said to his sons, “Saddle the donkey
for me.” So they saddled the donkey for
him; and he rode on it.

14 He went after the man of God, and
found him sitting under an oak. He said to
him, “Are you the man of God who came
from Judah?”
He said, “I am.”
15Thenhe said to him, “Comehomewith

me and eat bread.”
16 He said, “I may not return with you,

nor go in with you. I will not eat bread or
drink water with you in this place.

17 For it was said to me by Yahweh’s
word, ‘You shall eat no bread or drink
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water there, and don’t turn again to go by
the way that you came.’ ”

18 He said to him, “I also am a prophet
as you are; and an angel spoke to me by
Yahweh’s word, saying, ‘Bring him back
with you into your house, that he may eat
bread and drink water.’ ”He lied to him.

19Sohewent backwith him, ate bread in
his house, and drank water.

20As they sat at the table, Yahweh’sword
came to the prophet who brought him
back;

21 and he cried out to the man of God
who came from Judah, saying, “Yahweh
says, ‘Because you have been disobedient
to Yahweh’s word, and have not kept the
commandment which Yahweh your God
commanded you,

22 but came back, and have eaten bread
and drank water in the place of which he
said to you, “Eat no bread, and drink no
water,” your body will not come to the
tomb of your fathers.’ ”

23 After he had eaten bread and after
he drank, he saddled the donkey for the
prophet whom he had brought back.

24 When he had gone, a lion met him
by the way and killed him. His body was
thrown on the path, and the donkey stood
by it. The lion also stood by the body.

25 Behold, men passed by and saw the
body thrown on the path, and the lion
standing by the body; and they came and
told it in the city where the old prophet
lived.

26 When the prophet who brought him
back from the way heard of it, he said, “It
is the man of God who was disobedient to
Yahweh’sword. Therefore Yahwehhas de-
livered him to the lion, which has mauled
him and slain him, according to Yahweh’s
word which he spoke to him.”

27He said to his sons, saying, “Saddle the
donkey for me,” and they saddled it.

28 He went and found his body thrown
on the path, and the donkey and the lion
standing by the body. The lion had not
eaten the body normauled the donkey.

29 The prophet took up the body of the
man of God, and laid it on the donkey, and
brought it back. He came to the city of the
old prophet to mourn, and to bury him.

30He laid his body in his own grave; and
they mourned over him, saying, “Alas, my
brother!”

31 After he had buried him, he spoke to
his sons, saying, “When I am dead, bury
me in the tomb in which theman of God is
buried. Laymy bones beside his bones.

32 For the saying which he cried by Yah-
weh’sword against the altar in Bethel, and
against all the houses of the high places
which are in the cities of Samaria, will
surely happen.”

33After this thing, Jeroboam didn’t turn
from his evil way, but again made priests
of the high places from among all the peo-
ple. Whoever wanted to, he consecrated
him, that theremight be priests of the high
places.

34 This thing became sin to the house of
Jeroboam, even to cut it off and to destroy
it from off the surface of the earth.

14
1At that timeAbijah the son of Jeroboam

became sick.
2 Jeroboam said to his wife, “Please get

up and disguise yourself, so that youwon’t
be recognized as Jeroboam’s wife. Go
to Shiloh. Behold, Ahijah the prophet is
there, who said that I would be king over
this people.

3Takewithyou ten loavesofbread, some
cakes, and a jar of honey, and go to him. He
will tell youwhatwill becomeof the child.”

4 Jeroboam’s wife did so, and arose and
went toShiloh, andcame toAhijah’shouse.
NowAhijahcouldnot see, forhis eyeswere
set by reason of his age.

5 Yahweh said to Ahijah, “Behold, Jer-
oboam’s wife is coming to inquire of you
concerning her son, for he is sick. Tell
her such and such; for it will be, when
she comes in, that she will pretend to be
another woman.”

6Sowhen Ahijah heard the sound of her
feet as she came in at the door, he said,
“Come in, Jeroboam’s wife! Why do you
pretend tobeanother? For I amsent to you
with heavy news.

7Go, tell Jeroboam, ‘Yahweh, the God of
Israel, says: “Because I exalted you from
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among the people, and made you prince
over my people Israel,

8 and tore the kingdom away from
David’s house, and gave it to you; and yet
you have not been as my servant David,
who kept my commandments, and who
followed me with all his heart, to do that
only which was right in my eyes,

9but have done evil above all who were
before you, and have gone and made for
yourself other gods,molten images, to pro-
vokeme to anger, and have castme behind
your back,

10 therefore, behold, I will bring evil on
the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off
from Jeroboam everyone who urinates on
a wall,† he who is shut up and he who
is left at large in Israel, and will utterly
sweep away the house of Jeroboam, as a
man sweeps away dung until it is all gone.

11 The dogs will eat he who belongs to
Jeroboam who dies in the city; and the
birds of the sky will eat he who dies in the
field, for Yahweh has spoken it.” ’

12Arise therefore, and go to your house.
When your feet enter into the city, the
child will die.

13All Israel will mourn for him and bury
him; for he only of Jeroboam will come to
the grave, because in him there is found
some good thing toward Yahweh, the God
of Israel, in the house of Jeroboam.

14Moreover Yahweh will raise up a king
for himself over Israel who will cut off the
house of Jeroboam. This is the day! What?
Even now.

15For Yahwehwill strike Israel, as a reed
is shaken in the water; and he will root up
Israel out of this good land which he gave
to their fathers, and will scatter them be-
yond the River,‡ because they have made
their Asherah poles, provoking Yahweh to
anger.

16 He will give Israel up because of the
sinsof Jeroboam,whichhehas sinned, and
with which he has made Israel to sin.”

17 Jeroboam’s wife arose and departed,
and came to Tirzah. As she came to the
threshold of the house, the child died.

18All Israel buried himandmourned for
him, according to Yahweh’s word, which

hespokebyhis servantAhijah theprophet.
19 The rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how

he fought and how he reigned, behold,
they are written in the book of the chron-
icles of the kings of Israel.

20 The days which Jeroboam reigned
were twenty two years; then he slept with
his fathers, and Nadab his son reigned in
his place.

21Rehoboamthe sonof Solomonreigned
in Judah. Rehoboam was forty-one years
oldwhenhebegan to reign, andhe reigned
seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city
which Yahweh had chosen out of all the
tribes of Israel, to put his name there.
His mother’s name was Naamah the Am-
monitess.

22 Judah did that which was evil in Yah-
weh’s sight, and they provoked him to jeal-
ousy with their sins which they commit-
ted, above all that their fathers had done.

23For they also built for themselves high
places, sacred pillars, and Asherah poles
on every high hill and under every green
tree.

24Therewere also sodomites in the land.
Theydid according to all the abominations
of the nations which Yahweh drove out
before the children of Israel.

25 In the fifth year of King Rehoboam,
Shishak king of Egypt came up against
Jerusalem;

26andhe took away the treasures of Yah-
weh’s house and the treasures of the king’s
house. He even took away all of it, includ-
ing all the gold shieldswhich Solomon had
made.

27 King Rehoboam made shields of
bronze in their place, and committed them
to the hands of the captains of the guard,
who kept the door of the king’s house.

28 Itwas so, that as often as the kingwent
into Yahweh’s house, the guard bore them,
and brought them back into the guard
room.

29Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam,
and all that he did, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Judah?

30 There was war between Rehoboam
and Jeroboam continually.

† 14:10 or, male ‡ 14:15 That is, the Euphrates.
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31 Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and
was buried with his fathers in David’s city.
His mother’s name was Naamah the Am-
monitess. Abijam his son reigned in his
place.

15
1 Now in the eighteenth year of King

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, Abijam began
to reign over Judah.

2 He reigned three years in Jerusalem.
Hismother’snamewasMaacah thedaugh-
ter of Abishalom.

3He walked in all the sins of his father,
which he had done before him; and his
heart was not perfect with Yahweh his
God, as the heart of David his father.

4Nevertheless for David’s sake, Yahweh
his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem, to
set up his son after him and to establish
Jerusalem;

5becauseDavid did thatwhichwas right
in Yahweh’s eyes, and didn’t turn away
from anything that he commanded him
all the days of his life, except only in the
matter of Uriah the Hittite.

6 Now there was war between Re-
hoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his
life.

7 The rest of the acts of Abijam, and all
that he did, aren’t they written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
There was war between Abijam and Jer-
oboam.

8Abijam slept with his fathers, and they
buried him in David’s city; and Asa his son
reigned in his place.

9 In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king
of Israel, Asa began to reign over Judah.

10 He reigned forty-one years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
Maacah the daughter of Abishalom.

11 Asa did that which was right in Yah-
weh’s eyes, as David his father did.

12He put away the sodomites out of the
land, and removed all the idols that his
fathers hadmade.

13 He also removed Maacah his mother
from being queen, because she had made
an abominable image for an Asherah. Asa
cut down her image and burned it at the
brook Kidron.

14 But the high places were not taken
away. Nevertheless the heart of Asa was
perfect with Yahweh all his days.

15 He brought into Yahweh’s house the
things that his father had dedicated, and
the things that he himself had dedicated:
silver, gold, and utensils.

16 There was war between Asa and
Baasha king of Israel all their days.

17 Baasha king of Israel went up against
Judah, and built Ramah, that he might not
allow anyone to go out or come in to Asa
king of Judah.

18 Then Asa took all the silver and the
gold that was left in the treasures of Yah-
weh’s house, and the treasures of the
king’shouse, anddelivered it into thehand
of his servants. Then King Asa sent them
to Ben Hadad, the son of Tabrimmon, the
son of Hezion, king of Syria, who lived at
Damascus, saying,

19 “Let there be a treaty betweenme and
you, like that between my father and your
father. Behold, I have sent to you a present
of silver and gold. Go, break your treaty
with Baasha king of Israel, that he may
depart fromme.”

20 Ben Hadad listened to King Asa, and
sent the captains of his armies against the
cities of Israel, and struck Ijon, and Dan,
andAbel BethMaacah, andall Chinneroth,
with all the land of Naphtali.

21When Baasha heard of it, he stopped
building Ramah, and lived in Tirzah.

22 Then King Asa made a proclamation
to all Judah. No one was exempted. They
carried away the stones of Ramah, and its
timber, with which Baasha had built; and
KingAsaused it to buildGeba of Benjamin,
andMizpah.

23Now the rest of all the acts of Asa, and
all his might, and all that he did, and the
cities which he built, aren’t theywritten in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Judah? But in the timeofhis old agehewas
diseased in his feet.

24 Asa slept with his fathers, and was
buried with his fathers in his father
David’s city; and Jehoshaphat his son
reigned in his place.
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25 Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to
reign over Israel in the second year of Asa
king of Judah; and he reigned over Israel
two years.

26Hedid thatwhichwasevil inYahweh’s
sight, and walked in the way of his father,
and in his sinwithwhich hemade Israel to
sin.

27Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house
of Issachar, conspired against him; and
Baasha struck him at Gibbethon, which
belonged to the Philistines; for Nadab and
all Israel were besieging Gibbethon.

28 Even in the third year of Asa king of
Judah, Baasha killed him and reigned in
his place.

29 As soon as he was king, he struck all
the house of Jeroboam. He didn’t leave
to Jeroboam any who breathed, until he
haddestroyedhim, according to the saying
of Yahweh, which he spoke by his servant
Ahijah the Shilonite;

30 for the sins of Jeroboam which he
sinned, and with which he made Israel to
sin, because of his provocationwithwhich
he provoked Yahweh, the God of Israel, to
anger.

31 Now the rest of the acts of Nadab,
and all that he did, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Israel?

32 There was war between Asa and
Baasha king of Israel all their days.

33 In the third year of Asa king of Judah,
Baasha the son of Ahijah began to reign
over all Israel in Tirzah for twenty-four
years.

34Hedid thatwhichwasevil inYahweh’s
sight, and walked in the way of Jeroboam,
and in his sinwithwhich hemade Israel to
sin.

16
1Yahweh’s word came to Jehu the son of

Hanani against Baasha, saying,
2 “Because I exalted you out of the dust

and made you prince over my people Is-
rael, and you have walked in the way of
Jeroboamandhavemademypeople Israel
to sin, to provoke me to anger with their
sins,

3 behold, I will utterly sweep away
Baashaandhishouse; and Iwillmakeyour
house like thehouseof Jeroboamthe sonof
Nebat.

4The dogs will eat Baasha’s descendants
who die in the city; and he who dies of his
in the field, the birds of the sky will eat.”

5Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, and
what he did, and his might, aren’t they
written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel?

6 Baasha slept with his fathers, and was
buried in Tirzah; and Elah his son reigned
in his place.

7Moreover Yahweh’s word came by the
prophet Jehu the son of Hanani against
Baasha and against his house, both be-
cause of all the evil that he did in Yahweh’s
sight, to provoke him to anger with the
work of his hands, in being like the house
of Jeroboam, and because he struck him.

8 In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king
of Judah, Elah the son of Baasha began to
reign over Israel in Tirzah for two years.

9 His servant Zimri, captain of half his
chariots, conspired against him. Now he
was in Tirzah, drinking himself drunk in
thehouseofArza,whowasover thehouse-
hold in Tirzah;

10and Zimri went in and struck him and
killed him in the twenty-seventh year of
Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his place.

11 When he began to reign, as soon as
he sat on his throne, he attacked all the
house of Baasha. He didn’t leave him a
single one who urinates on a wall† among
his relatives or his friends.

12 Thus Zimri destroyed all the house
of Baasha, according to Yahweh’s word
which he spoke against Baasha by Jehu the
prophet,

13 for all the sins of Baasha, and the sins
ofElahhis son,which they sinnedandwith
which they made Israel to sin, to provoke
Yahweh, the God of Israel, to anger with
their vanities.

14Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all
that he did, aren’t they written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

15 In the twenty-seventh year of Asa
king of Judah, Zimri reigned seven days in

† 16:11 or, male
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Tirzah. Now the people were encamped
against Gibbethon, which belonged to the
Philistines.

16 The people who were encamped
heard that Zimri had conspired, and had
also killed the king. Therefore all Israel
made Omri, the captain of the army, king
over Israel that day in the camp.

17Omriwent up fromGibbethon, and all
Israel with him, and they besieged Tirzah.

18 When Zimri saw that the city was
taken, hewent into the fortified part of the
king’s house and burned the king’s house
over himwith fire, and died,

19 for his sins which he sinned in doing
that which was evil in Yahweh’s sight, in
walking in theway of Jeroboam, and in his
sin which he did to make Israel to sin.

20Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and
his treason that he committed, aren’t they
written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel?

21Then the people of Israelwere divided
into two parts: half of the people followed
Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king,
and half followed Omri.

22 But the people who followed Omri
prevailed against the peoplewho followed
Tibni the son of Ginath; so Tibni died, and
Omri reigned.

23 In the thirty-first year of Asa king of
Judah, Omri began to reign over Israel
for twelve years. He reigned six years in
Tirzah.

24He bought the hill Samaria of Shemer
for two talents‡ of silver; and he built on
the hill, and called the name of the city
which he built, Samaria, after the name of
Shemer, the owner of the hill.

25 Omri did that which was evil in Yah-
weh’s sight, and dealt wickedly above all
who were before him.

26 For he walked in all the way of Jer-
oboam the son of Nebat, and in his sins
with which he made Israel to sin, to pro-
voke Yahweh, the God of Israel, to anger
with their vanities.

27Now the rest of the acts of Omri which
he did, and his might that he showed,
aren’t they written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel?

28 So Omri slept with his fathers, and
was buried in Samaria; and Ahab his son
reigned in his place.

29 In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of
Judah, Ahab the sonofOmri began to reign
over Israel. Ahab the son of Omri reigned
over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years.

30 Ahab the son of Omri did that which
was evil in Yahweh’s sight above all that
were before him.

31 As if it had been a light thing for him
to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, he tookaswife Jezebel thedaughter
of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went
and served Baal and worshiped him.

32 He raised up an altar for Baal in
the house of Baal, which he had built in
Samaria.

33Ahabmade theAsherah; andAhabdid
more yet to provoke Yahweh, the God of
Israel, to anger than all the kings of Israel
whowere before him.

34 In his days Hiel the Bethelite built
Jericho. He laid its foundation with the
loss of Abiram his firstborn, and set up
its gates with the loss of his youngest son
Segub, according to Yahweh’sword,which
he spoke by Joshua the son of Nun.

17
1Elijah the Tishbite, who was one of the

settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As Yah-
weh, theGodof Israel, lives, beforewhomI
stand, there shall notbedewnor rain these
years, but according to myword.”

2Then Yahweh’s word came to him, say-
ing,

3 “Go away from here, turn eastward,
and hide yourself by the brook Cherith,
that is before the Jordan.

4 You shall drink from the brook. I have
commanded the ravens to feed you there.”

5 So he went and did according to Yah-
weh’s word, for he went and lived by the
brook Cherith that is before the Jordan.

6 The ravens brought him bread and
meat in the morning, and bread and meat
in the evening; and he drank from the
brook.

7 After a while, the brook dried up, be-
cause there was no rain in the land.

‡ 16:24 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds.
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8Yahweh’s word came to him, saying,
9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which be-

longs to Sidon, and stay there. Behold, I
have commandedawidowthere to sustain
you.”

10 So he arose and went to Zarephath;
and when he came to the gate of the
city, behold, a widow was there gathering
sticks. Hecalled toherandsaid, “Pleaseget
me a little water in a jar, that I may drink.”

11As she was going to get it, he called to
her and said, “Please bring me a morsel of
bread in your hand.”

12 She said, “As Yahweh your God lives,
I don’t have anything baked, but only a
handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a
jar. Behold, I am gathering two sticks, that
I may go in and bake it for me andmy son,
that wemay eat it, and die.”

13 Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go
and do as you have said; but make me a
little cake from it first, and bring it out to
me, and afterwardmake some for you and
for your son.

14 For Yahweh, the God of Israel, says,
‘The jar of meal will not run out, and the
jar of oil will not fail, until the day that
Yahweh sends rain on the earth.’ ”

15Shewent and did according to the say-
ing of Elijah; and she, he, and her house-
hold ate many days.

16 The jar of meal didn’t run out and the
jar of oil didn’t fail, according to Yahweh’s
word, which he spoke by Elijah.

17 After these things, the son of the
woman, themistress of the house, became
sick; and his sickness was so severe that
there was no breath left in him.

18 She said to Elijah, “What have I to do
with you, youman of God? You have come
tome tobringmysin tomemory, and tokill
my son!”

19 He said to her, “Give me your son.”
He took him out of her bosom, and carried
himup into the roomwherehe stayed, and
laid him on his own bed.

20He cried to Yahweh and said, “Yahweh
my God, have you also brought evil on the
widow with whom I am staying, by killing
her son?”

21Hestretchedhimself on the child three
times, and cried to Yahweh and said, “Yah-
weh my God, please let this child’s soul
come into him again.”

22Yahweh listened to the voice of Elijah;
and the soul of the child came into him
again, and he revived.

23 Elijah took the child and brought him
down out of the room into the house, and
delivered him to his mother; and Elijah
said, “Behold, your son lives.”

24 The woman said to Elijah, “Now I
know that you are a man of God, and that
Yahweh’s word in yourmouth is truth.”

18
1After many days, Yahweh’s word came

to Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go,
showyourself to Ahab; and Iwill send rain
on the earth.”

2 Elijah went to show himself to Ahab.
The famine was severe in Samaria.

3Ahab calledObadiah,whowas over the
household. (Now Obadiah feared Yahweh
greatly;

4 for when Jezebel cut off Yahweh’s
prophets, Obadiah took one hundred
prophets, and hid them fifty to a cave, and
fed themwith bread andwater.)

5Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go through the
land, to all the springs of water, and to all
the brooks. Perhapswemayfindgrass and
save the horses and mules alive, that we
not lose all the animals.”

6So they divided the land between them
to pass throughout it. Ahab went one way
by himself, and Obadiah went another
way by himself.

7 As Obadiah was on the way, behold,
Elijah met him. He recognized him, and
fell on his face, and said, “Is it you, my lord
Elijah?”

8He answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your
lord, ‘Behold, Elijah is here!’ ”

9He said, “How have I sinned, that you
would deliver your servant into the hand
of Ahab, to kill me?

10As Yahweh your God lives, there is no
nation or kingdom where my lord has not
sent to seek you. When they said, ‘He is not
here,’ he took an oath of the kingdom and
nation that they didn’t find you.



1 Kings 18:11 375 1 Kings 18:36

11 Now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Be-
hold, Elijah is here.” ’

12 It will happen, as soon as I leave you,
that Yahweh’s Spirit will carry you I don’t
know where; and so when I come and tell
Ahab, andhe can’t find you, hewill killme.
But I, your servant, have feared Yahweh
frommy youth.

13 Wasn’t it told my lord what I did
when Jezebel killed Yahweh’s prophets,
how I hid one hundred men of Yahweh’s
prophets with fifty to a cave, and fed them
with bread andwater?

14 Now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Be-
hold, Elijah is here”.’ Hewill kill me.”

15 Elijah said, “As Yahweh of Armies
lives, before whom I stand, I will surely
showmyself to him today.”

16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and
told him; and Ahabwent to meet Elijah.

17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to
him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?”

18 He answered, “I have not troubled
Israel, but you and your father’s house,
in that you have forsaken Yahweh’s com-
mandments and you have followed the
Baals.

19Now therefore send, and gather to me
all Israel to Mount Carmel, and four hun-
dred fifty of the prophets of Baal, and four
hundred of the prophets of the Asherah,
who eat at Jezebel’s table.”

20 So Ahab sent to all the children of
Israel, and gathered the prophets together
to Mount Carmel.

21Elijah came near to all the people, and
said, “How long will you waver between
the two sides? If Yahweh is God, follow
him; but if Baal, then follow him.”
The people didn’t say a word.
22Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even

I only, am left as a prophet of Yahweh;
but Baal’s prophets are four hundred fifty
men.

23 Let them therefore give us two bulls;
and let them choose one bull for them-
selves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on
the wood, and put no fire under; and I will
dress the other bull, and lay it on thewood,
and put no fire under it.

24You call on the name of your god, and
Iwill call on Yahweh’s name. The Godwho
answers by fire, let him be God.”
All the people answered, “What you say

is good.”
25 Elijah said to the prophets of Baal,

“Choose one bull for yourselves, and dress
it first, for you are many; and call on the
nameof your god, but put nofire under it.”

26 They took the bull which was given
them, and they dressed it, and called on
the name of Baal frommorning even until
noon, saying, “Baal, hear us!” But there
was no voice, and nobody answered. They
leaped about the altar which wasmade.

27Atnoon, Elijahmocked them, andsaid,
“Cryaloud, forhe is a god. Eitherhe is deep
in thought, or he has gone somewhere, or
he is ona journey, orperhapshe sleepsand
must be awakened.”

28 They cried aloud, and cut themselves
in their way with knives and lances until
the blood gushed out on them.

29When midday was past, they prophe-
sied until the time of the evening offering;
but there was no voice, no answer, and
nobody paid attention.

30 Elijah said to all the people, “Come
near tome!”; and all the people came near
to him. He repaired Yahweh’s altar that
had been thrown down.

31 Elijah took twelve stones, according
to the number of the tribes of the sons
of Jacob, to whom Yahweh’s word came,
saying, “Israel shall be your name.”

32 With the stones he built an altar in
Yahweh’s name. Hemade a trench around
the altar large enough to contain two
seahs† of seed.

33He put the wood in order, and cut the
bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. He
said, “Fill four jars with water, and pour it
on the burnt offering and on the wood.”

34Hesaid, “Do it a second time;” and they
did it the second time. He said, “Do it a
third time;” and they did it the third time.

35Thewater ranaround thealtar; andhe
also filled the trench with water.

36 At the time of the evening offering,
Elijah the prophet came near and said,

† 18:32 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks
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“Yahweh, the God of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Israel, let it be known today that
you are God in Israel and that I am your
servant, and that I have done all these
things at your word.

37 Hear me, Yahweh, hear me, that this
people may know that you, Yahweh, are
God, and that you have turned their heart
back again.”

38Then Yahweh’s fire fell and consumed
the burnt offering, the wood, the stones,
and thedust; and it lickedup thewater that
was in the trench.

39When all the people saw it, they fell on
their faces. They said, “Yahweh, he is God!
Yahweh, he is God!”

40Elijah said to them, “Seize theprophets
of Baal! Don’t let one of them escape!”
They seized them; and Elijah brought

themdown to the brook Kishon, and killed
them there.

41 Elijah said to Ahab, “Get up, eat and
drink; for there is the sound of abundance
of rain.”

42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink.
Elijahwent up to the top of Carmel; and he
bowed himself down on the earth, and put
his face between his knees.

43He said to his servant, “Go up nowand
look toward the sea.”
He went up and looked, then said,

“There is nothing.”
He said, “Go again” seven times.
44On the seventh time, he said, “Behold,

a small cloud, like a man’s hand, is rising
out of the sea.”
He said, “Go up, tell Ahab, ‘Get ready

and go down, so that the rain doesn’t stop
you.’ ”

45 In a little while, the sky grew black
with clouds and wind, and there was a
great rain. Ahab rode, andwent to Jezreel.

46 Yahweh’s hand was on Elijah; and he
tucked his cloak into his belt and ran be-
fore Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.

19
1 Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had

done, and how he had killed all the
prophets with the sword.

2Then Jezebel sent amessenger toElijah,
saying, “So let the gods do tome, andmore

also, if I don’t make your life as the life of
one of themby tomorrowabout this time!”

3 When he saw that, he arose and ran
for his life, and came to Beersheba, which
belongs to Judah, and lefthis servant there.

4 But he himself went a day’s journey
into the wilderness, and came and sat
down under a juniper tree. Then he re-
quested for himself that he might die, and
said, “It is enough. Now, O Yahweh, take
away my life; for I am not better than my
fathers.”

5He lay down and slept under a juniper
tree; and behold, an angel touched him,
and said to him, “Arise and eat!”

6He looked, and behold, there was at his
head a cake baked on the coals, and a jar
of water. He ate and drank, and lay down
again.

7Yahweh’s angel came again the second
time, and touched him, and said, “Arise
and eat, because the journey is too great
for you.”

8He arose, and ate and drank, and went
in the strength of that food forty days and
forty nights to Horeb, God’s Mountain.

9 He came to a cave there, and camped
there; and behold, Yahweh’s word came
to him, and he said to him, “What are you
doing here, Elijah?”

10 He said, “I have been very jealous
for Yahweh, the God of Armies; for the
children of Israel have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I,
even I only, am left; and they seek my life,
to take it away.”

11 He said, “Go out and stand on the
mountain before Yahweh.”
Behold, Yahweh passed by, and a great

and strong wind tore the mountains and
broke in pieces the rocks before Yahweh;
but Yahweh was not in the wind. After
the wind there was an earthquake; but
Yahwehwas not in the earthquake.

12After the earthquake a fire passed; but
Yahweh was not in the fire. After the fire,
there was a still small voice.

13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his
face in his mantle, went out, and stood
in the entrance of the cave. Behold, a
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voice came tohim, and said, “What are you
doing here, Elijah?”

14 He said, “I have been very jealous
for Yahweh, the God of Armies; for the
children of Israel have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I,
even I only, am left; and they seek my life,
to take it away.”

15 Yahweh said to him, “Go, return on
your way to the wilderness of Damascus.
When you arrive, anoint Hazael to be king
over Syria.

16 Anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi to be
king over Israel; and anoint Elisha the son
of Shaphat of Abel Meholah to be prophet
in your place.

17 He who escapes from the sword of
Hazael, Jehu will kill; and he who escapes
from the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill.

18 Yet I reserved seven thousand in Is-
rael, all theknees ofwhichhavenot bowed
to Baal, and every mouth which has not
kissed him.”

19 So he departed from there and found
Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plow-
ing with twelve yoke of oxen before him,
and he with the twelfth. Elijah went over
to him and put his mantle on him.

20 Elisha left the oxen and ran after Eli-
jah, and said, “Letmeplease kissmy father
and my mother, and then I will follow
you.”
He said to him, “Go back again; for what

have I done to you?”
21He returned from following him, and

took the yoke of oxen, killed them, and
boiled their meat with the oxen’s equip-
ment, and gave to the people; and they ate.
Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and
served him.

20
1 Ben Hadad the king of Syria gathered

all his army together; and there were
thirty-two kings with him, with horses
and chariots. He went up and besieged
Samaria, and fought against it.

2 He sent messengers into the city to
Ahab king of Israel and said to him, “Ben
Hadad says,

3 ‘Your silver and your gold are mine.
Your wives also and your children, even
the best, are mine.’ ”

4 The king of Israel answered, “It is ac-
cording to your saying, my lord, O king. I
am yours, and all that I have.”

5 The messengers came again and said,
“Ben Hadad says, ‘I sent indeed to you,
saying, “You shall deliver me your silver,
your gold, your wives, and your children;

6 but I will send my servants to you
tomorrow about this time, and they will
search your house and the houses of your
servants. Whatever is pleasant in your
eyes, theywill put it in their hand, and take
it away.” ’ ”

7 Then the king of Israel called all the
elders of the land, and said, “Please notice
how thisman seeksmischief; for he sent to
me formywives, and formy children, and
for my silver, and for my gold; and I didn’t
deny him.”

8All the elders and all the people said to
him, “Don’t listen, and don’t consent.”

9Therefore he said to the messengers of
Ben Hadad, “Tell my lord the king, ‘All that
you sent for to your servant at the first I
will do, but this thing I cannot do.’ ”
The messengers departed and brought

him back themessage.
10Ben Hadad sent to him, and said, “The

gods do so tome, andmore also, if the dust
of Samariawill be enough for handfuls for
all the people who followme.”

11The king of Israel answered, “Tell him,
‘Don’t let him who puts on his armor brag
like he who takes it off.’ ”

12When Ben Hadad heard this message
as hewas drinking, he and the kings in the
pavilions, he said to his servants, “Prepare
to attack!” So they prepared to attack the
city.

13 Behold, a prophet came near to Ahab
king of Israel, and said, “Yahweh says,
‘Haveyouseenall this greatmultitude? Be-
hold, I will deliver it into your hand today.
Then youwill know that I am Yahweh.’ ”

14Ahab said, “Bywhom?”
He said, “Yahweh says, ‘By the young

men of the princes of the provinces.’ ”
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Then he said, “Who shall begin the bat-
tle?”
He answered, “You.”
15 Then he mustered the young men of

theprincesof theprovinces, and theywere
two hundred and thirty-two. After them,
he mustered all the people, even all the
children of Israel, being seven thousand.

16Theywent out at noon. But BenHadad
was drinking himself drunk in the pavil-
ions, he and the kings, the thirty-two kings
who helped him.

17 The young men of the princes of the
provinces went out first; and Ben Hadad
sent out, and they told him, saying, “Men
are coming out from Samaria.”

18 He said, “If they have come out for
peace, take them alive; or if they have
come out for war, take them alive.”

19So thesewent out of the city, the young
men of the princes of the provinces, and
the armywhich followed them.

20They each killed his man. The Syrians
fled, and Israel pursued them. Ben Hadad
the king of Syria escaped on a horse with
horsemen.

21The king of Israel went out and struck
the horses and chariots, and killed the Syr-
ians with a great slaughter.

22 The prophet came near to the king
of Israel and said to him, “Go, strengthen
yourself, and plan what you must do, for
at the return of the year, the king of Syria
will come up against you.”

23 The servants of the king of Syria said
to him, “Their god is a god of the hills;
therefore they were stronger thanwe. But
let’s fight against them in the plain, and
surely wewill be stronger than they.

24Do this thing: take the kings away, ev-
ery man out of his place, and put captains
in their place.

25Muster an army like the army that you
have lost, horse for horse and chariot for
chariot. We will fight against them in the
plain, and surely we will be stronger than
they are.”
He listened to their voice and did so.
26 At the return of the year, Ben Hadad

mustered the Syrians and went up to
Aphek to fight against Israel.

27 The children of Israel were mustered
and given provisions, and went against
them. The children of Israel encamped
before them like two little flocks of young
goats, but the Syrians filled the country.

28Aman of God came near and spoke to
the king of Israel, and said, “Yahweh says,
‘Because the Syrians have said, “Yahweh
is a god of the hills, but he is not a god of
the valleys,” therefore I will deliver all this
great multitude into your hand, and you
shall know that I am Yahweh.’ ”

29 They encamped opposite each other
for seven days. Then on the seventh day
the battle was joined; and the children of
Israel killed one hundred thousand foot-
men of the Syrians in one day.

30But the rest fled toAphek, into the city;
and thewall fell on twenty-seven thousand
men who were left. Ben Hadad fled and
came into the city, into an inner room.

31 His servants said to him, “See now,
we have heard that the kings of the house
of Israel are merciful kings. Please let us
put sackcloth on our bodies and ropes on
our heads, and go out to the king of Israel.
Maybe he will save your life.”

32 So they put sackcloth on their bodies
and ropes on their heads, and came to the
king of Israel, and said, “Your servant Ben
Hadad says, ‘Please let me live.’ ”
He said, “Is he still alive? He is my

brother.”
33Now the men observed diligently and

hurried to take this phrase; and they said,
“Your brother Ben Hadad.”
Then he said, “Go, bring him.”
ThenBenHadadcameout tohim; andhe

caused him to come up into the chariot.
34 Ben Hadad said to him, “The cities

which my father took from your father I
will restore. You shall make streets for
yourself in Damascus, as my father made
in Samaria.”

“I”, said Ahab, “will let you go with this
covenant.” So he made a covenant with
him and let him go.

35 A certain man of the sons of the
prophets said to his fellow by Yahweh’s
word, “Please strike me!”
Theman refused to strike him.
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36 Then he said to him, “Because you
have not obeyed Yahweh’s voice, behold,
as soon as you have departed from me,
a lion will kill you.” As soon as he had
departed from him, a lion found him and
killed him.

37Then he found anotherman, and said,
“Please strike me.”
Theman struck him andwounded him.
38 So the prophet departed and waited

for the king by the way, and disguised
himself with his headband over his eyes.

39 As the king passed by, he cried to the
king, and he said, “Your servant went out
into themiddle of the battle; and behold, a
man came over and brought a man to me,
and said, ‘Guard thisman! If by anymeans
he ismissing, then your life shall be for his
life, or else you shall pay a talent† of silver.’

40 As your servant was busy here and
there, he was gone.”
The king of Israel said to him, “So shall

your judgment be. You yourself have de-
cided it.”

41 He hurried, and took the headband
away from his eyes; and the king of Is-
rael recognized that he was one of the
prophets.

42Hesaid tohim, “Yahwehsays, ‘Because
you have let go out of your hand the man
whom I had devoted to destruction, there-
fore your life will take the place of his
life, and your people take the place of his
people.’ ”

43 The king of Israel went to his house
sullen and angry, and came to Samaria.

21
1 After these things, Naboth the Jezreel-

ite had a vineyard which was in Jezreel,
next to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria.

2 Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying, “Give
me your vineyard, that I may have it for
a garden of herbs, because it is near my
house; and I will give you for it a better
vineyard than it. Or, if it seems good to
you, I will give you its worth inmoney.”

3Naboth said to Ahab, “MayYahweh for-
bid me, that I should give the inheritance
of my fathers to you!”

4 Ahab came into his house sullen and
angry because of the word which Naboth
the Jezreelitehadspoken tohim, forhehad
said, “I will not give you the inheritance of
my fathers.” He laid himself down on his
bed, and turned away his face, and would
eat no bread.

5 But Jezebel his wife came to him, and
said to him, “Why is your spirit so sad that
you eat no bread?”

6 He said to her, “Because I spoke to
Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to him,
‘Giveme your vineyard formoney; or else,
if it pleases you, I will give you another
vineyard for it.’ He answered, ‘I will not
give youmy vineyard.’ ”

7 Jezebel his wife said to him, “Do you
now govern the kingdom of Israel? Arise,
and eat bread, and let your heart bemerry.
I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite.”

8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name
and sealed themwith his seal, and sent the
letters to the elders and to the nobles who
were in his city, who lived with Naboth.

9 She wrote in the letters, saying, “Pro-
claima fast, and setNaboth onhigh among
the people.

10 Set two men, wicked fellows, before
him, and let them testify against him, say-
ing, ‘You cursed God and the king!’ Then
carry him out, and stone him to death.”

11 The men of his city, even the elders
and the nobles who lived in his city, did as
Jezebel had instructed them in the letters
which she had written and sent to them.

12Theyproclaimeda fast, andsetNaboth
on high among the people.

13 The two men, the wicked fellows,
came in and sat before him. The wicked
fellows testified against him, even against
Naboth, in the presence of the people, say-
ing, “Naboth cursed God and the king!”
Then they carried him out of the city and
stoned him to death with stones.

14 Then they sent to Jezebel, saying,
“Naboth has been stoned and is dead.”

15When Jezebel heard that Naboth had
been stoned and was dead, Jezebel said to

† 20:39 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds
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Ahab, “Arise, take possession of the vine-
yard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he
refused to give you for money; for Naboth
is not alive, but dead.”

16 When Ahab heard that Naboth was
dead, Ahab rose up to go down to the
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take
possession of it.

17 Yahweh’s word came to Elijah the
Tishbite, saying,

18 “Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of
Israel, who dwells in Samaria. Behold, he
is in the vineyard of Naboth, where he has
gone down to take possession of it.

19 You shall speak to him, saying, ‘Yah-
weh says, “Have you killed and also taken
possession?” ’ You shall speak to him, say-
ing, ‘Yahwehsays, “In theplacewheredogs
licked the blood of Naboth, dogs will lick
your blood, even yours.” ’ ”

20 Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found
me, my enemy?”
He answered, “I have found you, be-

cause you have sold yourself to do that
which is evil in Yahweh’s sight.

21 Behold, I will bring evil on you, and
will utterly sweep you away and will cut
off from Ahab everyone who urinates
against awall,† andhimwho is shutupand
himwho is left at large in Israel.

22 I will make your house like the house
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like
the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, for
the provocation with which you have pro-
voked me to anger, and have made Israel
to sin.”

23 Yahweh also spoke of Jezebel, saying,
“The dogs will eat Jezebel by the rampart
of Jezreel.

24 The dogs will eat he who dies of Ahab
in the city; and the birds of the sky will eat
he who dies in the field.”

25 But there was no one like Ahab, who
sold himself to do that which was evil
in Yahweh’s sight, whom Jezebel his wife
stirred up.

26He did very abominably in following
idols, according to all that the Amorites
did,whomYahwehcast out before the chil-
dren of Israel.

27 When Ahab heard those words, he
tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his body,
fasted, lay in sackcloth, and went about
despondently.

28 Yahweh’s word came to Elijah the
Tishbite, saying,

29 “See how Ahab humbles himself be-
fore me? Because he humbles himself
before me, I will not bring the evil in his
days; but I will bring the evil on his house
in his son’s day.”

22
1 They continued three years without

war between Syria and Israel.
2 In the third year, Jehoshaphat the king

of Judah came down to the king of Israel.
3 The king of Israel said to his servants,

“You know that RamothGilead is ours, and
we do nothing, and don’t take it out of the
hand of the king of Syria?”

4 He said to Jehoshaphat, “Will you go
withme to battle to Ramoth Gilead?”
Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “I

am as you are, my people as your people,
my horses as your horses.”

5 Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel,
“Please inquire first for Yahweh’s word.”

6 Then the king of Israel gathered the
prophets together, about four hundred
men, and said to them, “Should I go against
Ramoth Gilead to battle, or should I re-
frain?”
They said, “Go up; for the Lord will de-

liver it into the hand of the king.”
7But Jehoshaphat said, “Isn’t there here

a prophet of Yahweh, that we may inquire
of him?”

8 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“There is yet onemanbywhomwemay in-
quire of Yahweh,Micaiah the sonof Imlah;
but I hate him, for he does not prophesy
good concerningme, but evil.”
Jehoshaphat said, “Don’t let the king say

so.”
9Then the king of Israel called an officer,

and said, “Quickly get Micaiah the son of
Imlah.”

10 Now the king of Israel and Je-
hoshaphat the king of Judah were sitting
each on his throne, arrayed in their robes,

† 21:21 or, male
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in an open place at the entrance of the
gate of Samaria; and all the prophets were
prophesying before them.

11 Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made
himself horns of iron, and said, “Yahweh
says, ‘With these youwill push the Syrians,
until they are consumed.’ ”

12All theprophets prophesied so, saying,
“Go up to Ramoth Gilead and prosper; for
Yahweh will deliver it into the hand of the
king.”

13 The messenger who went to call Mi-
caiah spoke to him, saying, “See now, the
prophets declare good to the kingwith one
mouth. Please let your word be like the
word of one of them, and speak good.”

14Micaiah said, “As Yahweh lives, what
Yahweh says to me, that I will speak.”

15 When he had come to the king, the
king said to him, “Micaiah, shall we go
to Ramoth Gilead to battle, or shall we
forbear?”
He answered him, “Go up and prosper;

and Yahwehwill deliver it into the hand of
the king.”

16Thekingsaid tohim, “Howmany times
do I have to adjure you that you speak
to me nothing but the truth in Yahweh’s
name?”

17 He said, “I saw all Israel scattered
on the mountains, as sheep that have no
shepherd. Yahweh said, ‘These have no
master. Let them each return to his house
in peace.’ ”

18The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“Didn’t I tell you that he would not proph-
esy good concerningme, but evil?”

19 Micaiah said, “Therefore hear Yah-
weh’s word. I saw Yahweh sitting on his
throne, and all the army of heaven stand-
ingbyhimonhis right handandonhis left.

20 Yahweh said, ‘Who will entice Ahab,
that he may go up and fall at Ramoth
Gilead?’ One said one thing, and another
said another.

21 A spirit came out and stood before
Yahweh, and said, ‘I will entice him.’

22Yahweh said to him, ‘How?’
He said, ‘I will go out and will be a lying

spirit in themouth of all his prophets.’
He said, ‘You will entice him, and will

also prevail. Go out and do so.’

23 Now therefore, behold, Yahweh has
put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these
your prophets; and Yahweh has spoken
evil concerning you.”

24 Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah
came near and struck Micaiah on the
cheek, and said, “Whichway did Yahweh’s
Spirit go fromme to speak to you?”

25Micaiah said, “Behold, you will see on
that day when you go into an inner room
to hide yourself.”

26The king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah,
and carry him back to Amon the governor
of the city and to Joash the king’s son.

27 Say, ‘The king says, “Put this fellow
in the prison, and feed him with bread of
affliction andwithwater of affliction, until
I come in peace.” ’ ”

28 Micaiah said, “If you return at all in
peace, Yahweh has not spoken by me.” He
said, “Listen, all you people!”

29 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
the king of Judah went up to Ramoth
Gilead.

30The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“I will disguise myself and go into the bat-
tle, but you put on your robes.” The king of
Israel disguised himself and went into the
battle.

31Nowthekingof Syriahadcommanded
the thirty-two captains of his chariots, say-
ing, “Don’t fight with small nor great, ex-
cept only with the king of Israel.”

32When the captains of the chariots saw
Jehoshaphat, they said, “Surely that is the
king of Israel!” and they came over to fight
against him. Jehoshaphat cried out.

33When the captains of the chariots saw
that it was not the king of Israel, they
turned back from pursuing him.

34 A certain man drew his bow at ran-
dom, and struck the king of Israel between
the joints of the armor. Therefore he said
to the driver of his chariot, “Turn around,
and carry me out of the battle, for I am
severely wounded.”

35Thebattle increased that day. Theking
was propped up in his chariot facing the
Syrians, and died at evening. The blood
ranout of thewound into thebottomof the
chariot.
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36Acrywent throughout the armyabout
the going down of the sun, saying, “Every
man to his city, and everyman to his coun-
try!”

37 So the king died, and was brought
to Samaria; and they buried the king in
Samaria.

38 They washed the chariot by the pool
of Samaria; and the dogs licked up his
bloodwhere the prostitutes washed them-
selves, according to Yahweh’s word which
he spoke.

39Nowtherestof theactsofAhab, andall
that he did, and the ivory house which he
built, and all the cities that he built, aren’t
they written in the book of the chronicles
of the kings of Israel?

40 So Ahab slept with his fathers; and
Ahaziah his son reigned in his place.

41 Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to
reignover Judah in the fourthyearofAhab
king of Israel.

42 Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old
when he began to reign; and he reigned
twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Azubah the daughter
of Shilhi.

43 He walked in all the way of Asa his
father. He didn’t turn away from it, doing
that which was right in Yahweh’s eyes.
However, the high places were not taken
away. The people still sacrificed and
burned incense on the high places.

44 Jehoshaphatmadepeacewith theking
of Israel.

45 Now the rest of the acts of Je-
hoshaphat, and his might that he showed,
and how he fought, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Judah?

46 The remnant of the sodomites, that
remained in the days of his father Asa, he
put away out of the land.

47 There was no king in Edom. A deputy
ruled.

48 Jehoshaphatmade ships of Tarshish to
go to Ophir for gold, but they didn’t go, for
the ships wrecked at Ezion Geber.

49 Then Ahaziah the son of Ahab said
to Jehoshaphat, “Let my servants go with

your servants in the ships.” But Je-
hoshaphat would not.

50 Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers,
and was buried with his fathers in his fa-
ther David’s city. Jehoram his son reigned
in his place.

51 Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to
reign over Israel in Samaria in the seven-
teenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah,
and he reigned two years over Israel.

52 He did that which was evil in Yah-
weh’s sight, and walked in the way of his
father, and in the way of his mother, and
in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
in which hemade Israel to sin.

53 He served Baal and worshiped him,
and provoked Yahweh, the God of Israel,
to anger in all the ways that his father had
done so.
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The Second Book of Kings
1 Moab rebelled against Israel after the

death of Ahab.
2Ahaziah fell down through the lattice in

his upper room that was in Samaria, and
was sick. So he sent messengers, and said
to them, “Go, inquire of Baal Zebub, the
god of Ekron,whether Iwill recover of this
sickness.”

3 But Yahweh’s† angel said to Elijah the
Tishbite, “Arise, go up to meet the messen-
gers of the king of Samaria, and tell them,
‘Is it because there is no God‡ in Israel that
you go to inquire of Baal Zebub, the god of
Ekron?

4Now therefore Yahweh says, “You will
not come down from the bed where you
have gone up, but you will surely die.” ’ ”
Then Elijah departed.

5 The messengers returned to him, and
he said to them, “Why is it that you have
returned?”

6 They said to him, “A man came up to
meet us, and said to us, ‘Go, return to the
king who sent you, and tell him, “Yahweh
says, ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel
that you send to inquire of Baal Zebub, the
god of Ekron? Therefore youwill not come
down from the bed where you have gone
up, but you will surely die.’ ” ’ ”

7Hesaid to them, “Whatkindofmanwas
he who came up to meet you and told you
these words?”

8 They answered him, “He was a hairy
man, and wearing a leather belt around
his waist.”
He said, “It’s Elijah the Tishbite.”
9 Then the king sent a captain of fifty

with his fifty to him. He went up to him;
and behold,§ he was sitting on the top of
the hill. He said to him, “Man of God, the
king has said, ‘Come down!’ ”

10Elijah answered to the captain of fifty,
“If I am a man of God, then let fire come
down from the sky and consume you and

your fifty!” Then fire came down from the
sky, and consumed him and his fifty.

11 Again he sent to him another captain
of fifty with his fifty. He answered him,
“Man of God, the king has said, ‘Come
down quickly!’ ”

12 Elijah answered them, “If I am a man
of God, then let fire come down from the
skyandconsumeyouandyourfifty!” Then
God’s fire came down from the sky, and
consumed him and his fifty.

13 Again he sent the captain of a third
fiftywith his fifty. The third captain of fifty
went up, and came and fell on his knees
before Elijah, and begged him, and said to
him, “Man of God, please let my life and
the life of these fifty of your servants be
precious in your sight.

14 Behold, fire came down from the sky
and consumed the last two captains of fifty
with their fifties. But now let my life be
precious in your sight.”

15 Yahweh’s angel said to Elijah, “Go
downwith him. Don’t be afraid of him.”
Then he arose and went down with him

to the king.
16Hesaid tohim, “Yahwehsays, ‘Because

you have sent messengers to inquire of
Baal Zebub, the god of Ekron, is it because
there is no God in Israel to inquire of his
word? Therefore you will not come down
from the bedwhere you have gone up, but
you will surely die.’ ”

17Sohediedaccording toYahweh’sword
which Elijah had spoken. Jehoram began
to reign in his place in the second year
of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of
Judah, because he had no son.

18 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah
which he did, aren’t they written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Is-
rael?

2
1When Yahwehwas about to take Elijah

upbyawhirlwind intoheaven, Elijahwent
with Elisha from Gilgal.

† 1:3 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:3 The
Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:9 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, takenotice, observe,
see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Please wait here,
for Yahweh has sent me as far as Bethel.”
Elisha said, “As Yahweh lives, and as

your soul lives, I will not leave you.” So
they went down to Bethel.

3 The sons of the prophets who were at
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him,
“Do you know that Yahweh will take away
yourmaster from over you today?”
He said, “Yes, I know it. Hold your

peace.”
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please wait

here, for Yahweh has sent me to Jericho.”
He said, “As Yahweh lives, and as your

soul lives, I will not leave you.” So they
came to Jericho.

5 The sons of the prophets who were at
Jericho came near to Elisha, and said to
him, “Do you know that Yahweh will take
away yourmaster from over you today?”
He answered, “Yes, I know it. Hold your

peace.”
6Elijah said tohim, “Pleasewait here, for

Yahweh has sent me to the Jordan.”
He said, “As Yahweh lives, and as your

soul lives, I will not leave you.” Then they
both went on.

7 Fifty men of the sons of the prophets
went and stood opposite them at a dis-
tance; and they both stood by the Jordan.

8 Elijah took his mantle, and rolled it
up, and struck the waters; and they were
divided here and there, so that they both
went over on dry ground.

9When they had gone over, Elijah said to
Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before
I am taken from you.”
Elisha said, “Please let a double portion

of your spirit be onme.”
10He said, “You have asked a hard thing.

If you seemewhen I am taken from you, it
will be so for you; but if not, it will not be
so.”

11 As they continued on and talked, be-
hold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire
separated them; and Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven.

12Elisha saw it, and he cried, “My father,
my father, the chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!”

He saw him nomore. Then he took hold
of his own clothes and tore them in two
pieces.

13Healso tookupElijah’smantle that fell
from him, and went back and stood by the
bank of the Jordan.

14He took Elijah’s mantle that fell from
him, and struck the waters, and said,
“Where is Yahweh, the God of Elijah?”
When he also had struck the waters, they
were divided apart, and Elisha went over.

15 When the sons of the prophets who
were at Jericho facing him saw him, they
said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.”
They came to meet him, and bowed them-
selves to the ground before him.

16 They said to him, “See now, there are
withyour servantsfifty strongmen. Please
let them go and seek yourmaster. Perhaps
Yahweh’s Spirit has taken him up, and put
him on some mountain or into some val-
ley.”
He said, “Don’t send them.”
17 When they urged him until he was

ashamed, he said, “Send them.”
Therefore they sent fifty men; and they

searched for three days, but didn’t find
him.

18Theycameback tohimwhilehe stayed
at Jericho; andhe said to them, “Didn’t I tell
you, ‘Don’t go’?”

19 The men of the city said to Elisha,
“Behold, please, the situation of this city is
pleasant, as my lord sees; but the water is
bad, and the land is barren.”

20He said, “Bring me a new jar, and put
salt in it.” Then they brought it to him.

21Hewentout to the springof thewaters,
and threw salt into it, and said, “Yahweh
says, ‘I have healed these waters. There
shall not be from there any more death or
barren wasteland.’ ”

22 So the waters were healed to this day,
according toElisha’swordwhichhe spoke.

23 He went up from there to Bethel. As
he was going up by the way, some youths
came out of the city and mocked him, and
said to him, “Go up, you baldy! Go up, you
baldy!”

24He looked behind him and saw them,
and cursed them in Yahweh’s name. Then
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two female bears came out of the woods
andmauled forty-two of those youths.

25He went from there to Mount Carmel,
and from there he returned to Samaria.

3
1 Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began

to reign over Israel in Samaria in the eigh-
teenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah,
and reigned twelve years.

2He did that which was evil in Yahweh’s
sight, but not like his father and like his
mother, for he put away the pillar of Baal
that his father hadmade.

3Nevertheless he held to the sins of Jer-
oboam the son of Nebat, with which he
made Israel to sin. He didn’t depart from
them.

4Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep
breeder; and he supplied the king of Israel
with one hundred thousand lambs and the
wool of one hundred thousand rams.

5 But when Ahab was dead, the king of
Moab rebelled against the king of Israel.

6 King Jehoram went out of Samaria at
that time, andmustered all Israel.

7 He went and sent to Jehoshaphat the
king of Judah, saying, “The king of Moab
has rebelled against me. Will you go with
me against Moab to battle?”
He said, “I will go up. I amas you are,my

people as your people, my horses as your
horses.”

8 Then he said, “Which way shall we go
up?”
Jehoram answered, “The way of the

wilderness of Edom.”
9 So the king of Israel went with the king

of Judah and the king of Edom, and they
marched for seven days along a circuitous
route. There was no water for the army or
for the animals that followed them.

10The king of Israel said, “Alas! For Yah-
weh has called these three kings together
to deliver them into the hand of Moab.”

11 But Jehoshaphat said, “Isn’t there a
prophet of Yahweh here, that we may in-
quire of Yahweh by him?”
One of the king of Israel’s servants an-

swered, “Elisha the son of Shaphat, who
poured water on the hands of Elijah, is
here.”

12 Jehoshaphat said, “Yahweh’s word is
with him.” So the king of Israel and Je-
hoshaphat and the king of Edom went
down to him.

13Elisha said to the king of Israel, “What
have I to do with you? Go to the prophets
of your father, and to the prophets of your
mother.”
The king of Israel said to him, “No, for

Yahweh has called these three kings to-
gether to deliver them into the hand of
Moab.”

14 Elisha said, “As Yahweh of Armies
lives, before whom I stand, surely, were
it not that I respect the presence of Je-
hoshaphat the king of Judah, I would not
look toward you, nor see you.

15But now bring me a musician.” When
themusician played, Yahweh’s hand came
on him.

16He said, “Yahweh says, ‘Make this val-
ley full of trenches.’

17 For Yahweh says, ‘You will not see
wind, neither will you see rain, yet that
valley will be filled with water, and you
will drink, bothyouandyour livestockand
your other animals.

18This is an easy thing in Yahweh’s sight.
Hewill also deliver theMoabites into your
hand.

19You shall strike every fortified city and
every choice city, and shall fell every good
tree, and stop all springs ofwater, andmar
every good piece of land with stones.’ ”

20 In the morning, about the time of of-
fering the sacrifice, behold, water came
by the way of Edom, and the country was
filled with water.

21Nowwhen all theMoabites heard that
the kings had come up to fight against
them, they gathered themselves together,
all who were able to put on armor, young
and old, and stood on the border.

22 They rose up early in the morning,
and the sun shone on the water, and the
Moabites saw the water opposite them as
red as blood.

23 They said, “This is blood. The kings
are surely destroyed, and they have struck
each other. Now therefore, Moab, to the
plunder!”
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24 When they came to the camp of Is-
rael, the Israelites rose up and struck the
Moabites, so that they fled before them;
and they went forward into the land at-
tacking theMoabites.

25 They beat down the cities; and on
every good piece of land each man cast
his stone, and filled it. They also stopped
all the springs of water and cut down all
the good trees, until in Kir Hareseth all
they left was its stones; however the men
armed with slings went around it and at-
tacked it.

26 When the king of Moab saw that the
battle was too severe for him, he took
with him seven hundred men who drew
a sword, to break through to the king of
Edom; but they could not.

27Thenhe tookhis oldest sonwhowould
have reigned in his place, and offered him
for a burnt offering on the wall. There
was great wrath against Israel; and they
departed from him, and returned to their
own land.

4
1 Now a certain woman of the wives of

the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha,
saying, “Your servant my husband is dead.
You know that your servant feared Yah-
weh. Now the creditor has come to take for
himself my two children to be slaves.”

2 Elisha said to her, “What should I do
for you? Tell me, what do you have in the
house?”
She said, “Your servant has nothing in

the house, except a pot of oil.”
3 Then he said, “Go, borrow empty con-

tainers from all your neighbors. Don’t
borrow just a few containers.

4 Go in and shut the door on you and
on your sons, and pour oil into all those
containers; and set aside those which are
full.”

5 So she went from him, and shut the
door on herself and on her sons. They
brought the containers to her, and she
poured oil.

6When the containerswere full, she said
to her son, “Bringme another container.”
He said to her, “There isn’t another con-

tainer.” Then the oil stopped flowing.

7Then she cameand told themanofGod.
He said, “Go, sell the oil, andpay your debt;
and you and your sons live on the rest.”

8One day Elishawent to Shunem,where
there was a prominent woman; and she
persuaded him to eat bread. So it was, that
as often as he passed by, he turned in there
to eat bread.

9 She said to her husband, “See now, I
perceive that this is a holymanof Godwho
passes by us continually.

10 Please, let’s make a little room on the
roof. Let’s set a bed, a table, a chair, and a
lamp stand for him there. When he comes
to us, he can stay there.”

11Onedayhe came there, andhewent to
the room and lay there.

12Hesaid toGehazi his servant, “Call this
Shunammite.” When he had called her,
she stood before him.

13 He said to him, “Say now to her, ‘Be-
hold, you have cared for us with all this
care. What is to be done for you? Would
you like to be spoken for to the king, or to
the captain of the army?’ ”
She answered, “I dwell among my own

people.”
14He said, “What then is to be done for

her?”
Gehazi answered, “Most certainly she

has no son, and her husband is old.”
15Hesaid, “Call her.” Whenhehad called

her, she stood in the door.
16He said, “At this season next year, you

will embrace a son.”
She said, “No, my lord, you man of God,

do not lie to your servant.”
17Thewoman conceived, and bore a son

at that seasonwhen the time camearound,
as Elisha had said to her.

18When the childwas grown, one dayhe
went out to his father to the reapers.

19 He said to his father, “My head! My
head!”
He said to his servant, “Carry him to his

mother.”
20When he had taken him and brought

him tohismother, he sat onher knees until
noon, and then died.

21 She went up and laid him on the man
ofGod’s bed, and shut thedooronhim, and
went out.
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22 She called to her husband and said,
“Please send me one of the servants, and
one of the donkeys, that I may run to the
man of God and come again.”

23 He said, “Why would you want to go
to him today? It is not a new moon or a
Sabbath.”
She said, “It’s all right.”
24Then she saddled adonkey, and said to

her servant, “Drive, and go forward! Don’t
slow down for me, unless I ask you to.”

25 So she went, and came to the man of
God to Mount Carmel. When the man of
God saw her afar off, he said to Gehazi his
servant, “Behold, there is theShunammite.

26 Please run now to meet her, and ask
her, ‘Is it well with you? Is it well with your
husband? Is it well with your child?’ ”
She answered, “It is well.”
27When she came to the man of God to

the hill, she caught hold of his feet. Gehazi
came near to thrust her away; but theman
of God said, “Leave her alone, for her soul
is troubled within her; and Yahweh has
hidden it fromme, and has not told me.”

28Then she said, “Did I ask you for a son,
my lord? Didn’t I say, ‘Donot deceiveme’?”

29 Then he said to Gehazi, “Tuck your
cloak into your belt, take my staff in your
hand, and go your way. If you meet any
man, don’t greet him; and if anyone greets
you, don’t answer him again. Then lay my
staff on the child’s face.”

30 The child’s mother said, “As Yahweh
lives, and as your soul lives, Iwill not leave
you.”
So he arose, and followed her.
31 Gehazi went ahead of them, and laid

the staff on the child’s face; but there was
no voice and no hearing. Therefore he
returned to meet him, and told him, “The
child has not awakened.”

32When Elisha had come into the house,
behold, the child was dead, and lying on
his bed.

33 He went in therefore, and shut the
door on themboth, and prayed to Yahweh.

34He went up and lay on the child, and
put his mouth on his mouth, and his eyes
onhis eyes, andhis hands onhis hands. He
stretched himself on him; and the child’s
flesh grewwarm.

35 Then he returned, and walked in the
house once back and forth, then went up
andstretchedhimself outonhim. Then the
child sneezed seven times, and the child
opened his eyes.

36 He called Gehazi, and said, “Call this
Shunammite!” So he called her.
When she had come in to him, he said,

“Take up your son.”
37 Then she went in, fell at his feet, and

bowed herself to the ground; then she
picked up her son, and went out.

38Elisha came again to Gilgal. Therewas
a famine in the land; and the sons of the
prophets were sitting before him; and he
said to his servant, “Get the large pot, and
boil stew for the sons of the prophets.”

39 One went out into the field to gather
herbs, and foundawild vine, andgathered
a lap full of wild gourds from it, and came
and cut them up into the pot of stew; for
they didn’t recognize them.

40 So they poured out for the men to eat.
As they were eating some of the stew, they
cried out and said, “Man of God, there is
death in the pot!” And they could not eat
it.

41 But he said, “Then bring meal.” He
threw it into the pot; and he said, “Serve it
to thepeople, that theymayeat.” Andthere
was nothing harmful in the pot.

42Aman from Baal Shalishah came, and
brought theman of God some bread of the
first fruits: twenty loaves of barley and
fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said,
“Give to the people, that theymay eat.”

43 His servant said, “What, should I set
this before a hundredmen?”
But he said, “Give it to the people, that

they may eat; for Yahweh says, ‘They will
eat, and will have some left over.’ ”

44 So he set it before them and they ate
and had some left over, according to Yah-
weh’s word.

5
1 Now Naaman, captain of the army of

the king of Syria, was a great man with
hismaster, and honorable, because by him
Yahweh had given victory to Syria; he was
also a mighty man of valor, but he was a
leper.
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2The Syrians had gone out in bands, and
had brought away captive out of the land
of Israel a little girl, and she waited on
Naaman’s wife.

3 She said to her mistress, “I wish that
my lord were with the prophet who is in
Samaria! Then he would heal him of his
leprosy.”

4 Someone went in and told his lord,
saying, “The girl who is from the land of
Israel said this.”

5 The king of Syria said, “Go now, and I
will send a letter to the king of Israel.”
He departed, and took with him ten tal-

ents† of silver, six thousand pieces of gold,
and ten changes of clothing.

6 He brought the letter to the king of
Israel, saying, “Now when this letter has
come to you, behold, I have sent Naaman
my servant to you, that you may heal him
of his leprosy.”

7 When the king of Israel had read the
letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I
God, to kill and tomakealive, that thisman
sends to me to heal a man of his leprosy?
But please consider and see how he seeks
a quarrel against me.”

8 It was so, when Elisha the man of God
heard that the king of Israel had torn his
clothes, that he sent to the king, saying,
“Why have you torn your clothes? Let him
come now to me, and he shall know that
there is a prophet in Israel.”

9 So Naaman came with his horses and
with his chariots, and stood at the door of
the house of Elisha.

10Elisha sent amessenger tohim, saying,
“Go and wash in the Jordan seven times,
andyourflesh shall comeagain toyou, and
you shall be clean.”

11 But Naaman was angry, and went
away and said, “Behold, I thought, ‘Hewill
surely come out to me, and stand, and call
on the name of Yahweh his God, and wave
his handover theplace, andheal the leper.’

12Aren’t Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers
of Damascus, better than all the waters of
Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be
clean?” So he turned and went away in a
rage.

13 His servants came near and spoke to
him, and said, “My father, if the prophet
had asked you do some great thing,
wouldn’t you have done it? How much
rather then, when he says to you, ‘Wash,
and be clean’?”

14 Then went he down and dipped him-
self seven times in the Jordan, according to
the saying of the man of God; and his flesh
was restored like the flesh of a little child,
and he was clean.

15 He returned to the man of God, he
and all his company, and came, and stood
before him; and he said, “See now, I know
that there is no God in all the earth, but
in Israel. Now therefore, please take a gift
from your servant.”

16 But he said, “As Yahweh lives, before
whom I stand, I will receive none.”
He urged him to take it; but he refused.
17 Naaman said, “If not, then, please let

two mules’ load of earth be given to your
servant; for your servantwill fromnowon
offerneitherburnt offeringnor sacrifice to
other gods, but to Yahweh.

18 In this thingmayYahwehpardonyour
servant: when my master goes into the
house of Rimmon toworship there, and he
leans onmy hand, and I bowmyself in the
house of Rimmon. When I bow myself in
thehouseofRimmon,mayYahwehpardon
your servant in this thing.”

19He said to him, “Go in peace.”
So he departed from him a little way.
20 But Gehazi the servant of Elisha the

man of God, said, “Behold, my master has
spared this Naaman the Syrian, in not re-
ceivingathishands thatwhichhebrought.
As Yahweh lives, I will run after him, and
take something from him.”

21 So Gehazi followed after Naaman.
WhenNaamansawone runningafterhim,
he came down from the chariot to meet
him, and said, “Is all well?”

22 He said, “All is well. My master has
sent me, saying, ‘Behold, even now two
young men of the sons of the prophets
have come to me from the hill country of
Ephraim. Please give them a talent‡ of
silver and two changes of clothing.’ ”

† 5:5 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds ‡ 5:22 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds
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23Naaman said, “Be pleased to take two
talents.” He urged him, and bound two tal-
ents of silver in twobags,with twochanges
of clothing, and laid them on two of his
servants; and they carried them before
him.

24Whenhe came to thehill, he took them
from their hand, and stored them in the
house. Then he let the men go, and they
departed.

25 But he went in, and stood before his
master. Elisha said to him, “Where did you
come from, Gehazi?”
He said, “Your servant went nowhere.”
26 He said to him, “Didn’t my heart go

with you when the man turned from his
chariot to meet you? Is it a time to re-
ceivemoney, and to receive garments, and
olive groves and vineyards, and sheep and
cattle, and male servants and female ser-
vants?

27 Therefore the leprosy of Naaman will
cling to you and to your offspring§ for-
ever.”
Hewent out fromhis presence a leper, as

white as snow.

6
1The sons of the prophets said to Elisha,

“See now, the place where we live and
meet with you is too small for us.

2Please let us go to the Jordan, and each
man take a beam from there, and let’s
makeus a place there,wherewemay live.”
He answered, “Go!”
3One said, “Please be pleased to go with

your servants.”
He answered, “I will go.”
4Sohewentwith them. When they came

to the Jordan, they cut downwood.
5But as one was cutting down a tree, the

ax head fell into the water. Then he cried
out and said, “Alas, my master! For it was
borrowed.”

6 The man of God asked, “Where did it
fall?” He showed him the place. He cut
down a stick, threw it in there, and made
the iron float.

7 He said, “Take it.” So he put out his
hand and took it.

8 Now the king of Syria was at war
against Israel; andhe took counselwithhis

servants, saying, “My campwill be in such
and such a place.”

9 The man of God sent to the king of
Israel, saying, “Beware that you not pass
thisplace, for theSyriansare comingdown
there.”

10 The king of Israel sent to the place
which the man of God told him and
warned him of; and he saved himself
there, not once or twice.

11ThekingofSyria’sheartwasvery trou-
bled about this. He called his servants, and
said to them, “Won’t you showmewhichof
us is for the king of Israel?”

12One of his servants said, “No, my lord,
O king; but Elisha, the prophet who is in
Israel, tells the king of Israel thewords that
you speak in your bedroom.”

13He said, “Go and seewhere he is, that I
may send and get him.”
Hewas told, “Behold, he is in Dothan.”
14 Therefore he sent horses, chariots,

and a great army there. They came by
night and surrounded the city.

15 When the servant of the man of God
had risen early and gone out, behold, an
armywithhorses and chariotswas around
the city. His servant said to him, “Alas, my
master! What shall we do?”

16 He answered, “Don’t be afraid, for
thosewho arewith us aremore than those
who are with them.”

17 Elisha prayed, and said, “Yahweh,
please open his eyes, that he may see.”
Yahwehopened the youngman’s eyes, and
he saw; and behold, the mountain was
full of horses and chariots of fire around
Elisha.

18When they came down to him, Elisha
prayed to Yahweh, and said, “Please strike
this people with blindness.”
He struck them with blindness accord-

ing to Elisha’s word.
19 Elisha said to them, “This is not the

way, neither is this the city. Follow me,
and I will bring you to the man whom you
seek.” He led them to Samaria.

20 When they had come into Samaria,
Elisha said, “Yahweh, open these men’s
eyes, that theymay see.”

§ 5:27 or, seed
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Yahweh opened their eyes, and they
saw; and behold, they were in the middle
of Samaria.

21The king of Israel said to Elisha, when
he saw them, “My father, shall I strike
them? Shall I strike them?”

22 He answered, “You shall not strike
them. Would you strike those whom you
have taken captive with your sword and
with your bow? Set bread and water be-
fore them, that they may eat and drink,
then go to their master.”

23 He prepared a great feast for them.
After they ate and drank, he sent them
away and theywent to theirmaster. So the
bands of Syria stopped raiding the land of
Israel.

24 After this, Benhadad king of Syria
gathered all his army, and went up and
besieged Samaria.

25 There was a great famine in Samaria.
Behold, they besieged it until a donkey’s
head was sold for eighty pieces of silver,
and the fourthpart of a kab†of dove’s dung
for five pieces of silver.

26 As the king of Israel was passing by
on the wall, a woman cried to him, saying,
“Help, my lord, O king!”

27He said, “If Yahweh doesn’t help you,
where could I get help for you? From the
threshing floor, or from the wine press?”

28Then the king asked her, “What is your
problem?”
She answered, “This woman said to me,

‘Give your son, that wemay eat him today,
and wewill eat my son tomorrow.’

29 So we boiled my son and ate him; and
I said to her on the next day, ‘Give up your
son, that we may eat him;’ and she has
hidden her son.”

30 When the king heard the words of
the woman, he tore his clothes. Now he
was passing by on thewall, and the people
looked, and behold, he had sackcloth un-
derneath on his body.

31 Then he said, “God do so to me, and
more also, if the head of Elisha the son of
Shaphat stays on him today.”

32But Elishawas sitting inhis house, and
the elders were sitting with him. Then
the king sent a man from before him; but
before themessenger came to him, he said
to the elders, “Do you see how this son of a
murderer has sent to take away my head?
Behold, when the messenger comes, shut
the door, and hold the door shut against
him. Isn’t the sound of his master’s feet
behind him?”

33While he was still talking with them,
behold, the messenger came down to him.
Then he said, “Behold, this evil is from
Yahweh. Why should I wait for Yahweh
any longer?”

7
1Elisha said, “Hear Yahweh’s word. Yah-

weh says, ‘Tomorrow about this time a
seah† of fineflourwill be sold for a shekel,‡
and two seahs of barley for a shekel, in the
gate of Samaria.’ ”

2 Then the captain on whose hand the
king leaned answered theman of God, and
said, “Behold, if Yahwehmadewindows in
heaven, could this thing be?”
He said, “Behold, you will see it with

your eyes, but will not eat of it.”
3 Now there were four leprous men at

the entrance of the gate. They said to one
another, “Why dowe sit here until we die?

4 If we say, ‘We will enter into the city,’
then the famine is in the city, and we will
die there. If we sit still here, we also die.
Now therefore come, and let’s surrender
to the army of the Syrians. If they save us
alive, we will live; and if they kill us, we
will only die.”

5They rose up in the twilight to go to the
camp of the Syrians. When they had come
to the outermost part of the camp of the
Syrians, behold, nomanwas there.

6 For the Lord§ had made the army of
the Syrians to hear the sound of chariots
and the sound of horses, even the noise
of a great army; and they said to one an-
other, “Behold, the king of Israel has hired

† 6:25 A kab was about 2 liters, so a fourth of a kab would be about 500 milliliters or about a pint † 7:1 1 seah is
about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks ‡ 7:1 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. In this context, it
was probably a silver coin weighing that much. § 7:6 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”



2 Kings 7:7 391 2 Kings 8:4

against us the kings of the Hittites and the
kings of the Egyptians to attack us.”

7 Therefore they arose and fled in the
twilight, and left their tents, their horses,
and theirdonkeys, even the campas itwas,
and fled for their life.

8 When these lepers came to the outer-
most part of the camp, they went into one
tent, and ate and drank, then carried away
silver, gold, and clothing andwent and hid
it. Then they came back, and entered into
another tent and carried things from there
also, and went and hid them.

9 Then they said to one another, “We
aren’t doing right. Today is a day of good
news, and we keep silent. If we wait until
the morning light, punishment will over-
take us. Now therefore come, let’s go and
tell the king’s household.”

10 So they came and called to the city
gatekeepers; and they told them, “We
came to the camp of the Syrians, and, be-
hold, there was no man there, not even a
man’s voice, but the horses tied, and the
donkeys tied, and the tents as they were.”

11 Then the gatekeepers called out and
told it to the king’s household within.

12The king arose in the night, and said to
his servants, “Iwill nowshowyouwhat the
Syrians have done to us. They know that
we are hungry. Therefore they have gone
out of the camp to hide themselves in the
field, saying, ‘When they come out of the
city, we shall take them alive, and get into
the city.’ ”

13One of his servants answered, “Please
let some people take five of the horses that
remain, which are left in the city. Behold,
they are like all the multitude of Israel
who are left in it. Behold, they are like all
themultitude of Israel who are consumed.
Let’s send and see.”

14Therefore they took two chariots with
horses; and the king sent them out to the
Syrian army, saying, “Go and see.”

15 They went after them to the Jordan;
and behold, all the path was full of gar-

ments and equipment which the Syrians
had cast away in their haste. The messen-
gers returned and told the king.

16 The people went out and plundered
the camp of the Syrians. So a seah† of
fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two
measuresofbarley fora shekel,‡according
to Yahweh’s word.

17The king had appointed the captain on
whose hand he leaned to be in charge of
thegate; and thepeople trampledoverhim
in the gate, and he died as the man of God
had said, who spoke when the king came
down to him.

18 It happened as the man of God had
spoken to the king, saying, “Two seahs§ of
barley for a shekel,† anda seahoffineflour
for a shekel, shall be tomorrow about this
time in the gate of Samaria;”

19 and that captain answered the man
of God, and said, “Now, behold, if Yahweh
made windows in heaven, might such a
thing be?” and he said, “Behold, you will
see it with your eyes, but will not eat of it.”

20 It happened like that to him, for the
people trampled over him in the gate, and
he died.

8
1 Now Elisha had spoken to the woman

whose son he had restored to life, saying,
“Arise, and go, you and your household,
and stay for a while wherever you can; for
Yahwehhas called for a famine. Itwill also
come on the land for seven years.”

2 The woman arose, and did according
to the man of God’s word. She went with
her household, and lived in the land of the
Philistines for seven years.

3 At the end of seven years, the woman
returned from the land of the Philistines.
Then she went out to beg the king for her
house and for her land.

4Now the king was talking with Gehazi
the servant of the man of God, saying,
“Please tell me all the great things that
Elisha has done.”

† 7:16 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks ‡ 7:16 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. In
this context, it was probably a silver coin weighing that much. § 7:18 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8
pecks † 7:18A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. In this context, itwas probably a silver coinweighing
that much.
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5 As he was telling the king how he had
restored to life himwhowas dead, behold,
the woman whose son he had restored to
life begged the king for her house and for
her land. Gehazi said, “Mylord,Oking, this
is the woman, and this is her son, whom
Elisha restored to life.”

6 When the king asked the woman, she
told him. So the king appointed to her
a certain officer, saying, “Restore all that
washers, andall the fruits of thefield since
the day that she left the land, even until
now.”

7 Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben-
hadad the king of Syria was sick. He was
told, “Theman of God has come here.”

8Theking said toHazael, “Take apresent
in your hand, and gomeet theman of God,
and inquire of Yahweh by him, saying,
‘Will I recover from this sickness?’ ”

9 So Hazael went to meet him and took
a present with him, even of every good
thing of Damascus, forty camels’ burden,
and came and stood before him and said,
“Your son Benhadad king of Syria has sent
me to you, saying, ‘Will I recover from this
sickness?’ ”

10 Elisha said to him, “Go, tell him, ‘You
will surely recover;’ however Yahweh has
shownme that he will surely die.”

11He settled his gaze steadfastly on him,
until he was ashamed. Then the man of
God wept.

12 Hazael said, “Why do you weep, my
lord?”
He answered, “Because I know the evil

that you will do to the children of Israel.
You will set their strongholds on fire, and
you will kill their young men with the
sword, and will dash their little ones in
pieces, and rip up their pregnant women.”

13Hazael said, “Butwhat is your servant,
who is but a dog, that he could do this great
thing?”
Elisha answered, “Yahweh has shown

me that you will be king over Syria.”
14 Then he departed from Elisha, and

came to hismaster,who said to him, “What
did Elisha say to you?”
He answered, “He told me that you

would surely recover.”

15On the next day, he took a thick cloth,
dipped it in water, and spread it on the
king’s face, so that he died. Then Hazael
reigned in his place.

16 In the fifth year of Joram the son of
Ahab king of Israel, Jehoshaphat being
king of Judah then, Jehoram the son of
Jehoshaphat king of Judah began to reign.

17He was thirty-two years old when he
began to reign. He reigned eight years in
Jerusalem.

18 He walked in the way of the kings of
Israel, as did Ahab’s house, for he married
Ahab’s daughter. He did that which was
evil in Yahweh’s sight.

19 However, Yahweh would not destroy
Judah, for David his servant’s sake, as he
promised him to give to him a lamp for his
children always.

20 In his days Edom revolted from under
the hand of Judah, and made a king over
themselves.

21 Then Joram crossed over to Zair, and
all his chariots with him; and he rose
up by night and struck the Edomites who
surrounded him with the captains of the
chariots; and the people fled to their tents.

22 So Edom revolted from under the
hand of Judah to this day. Then Libnah
revolted at the same time.

23 The rest of the acts of Joram, and all
that he did, aren’t they written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

24 Joram slept with his fathers, and was
buriedwith his fathers in David’s city; and
Ahaziah his son reigned in his place.

25 In the twelfth year of Joram the son
of Ahab king of Israel, Ahaziah the son of
Jehoram king of Judah began to reign.

26 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old
when he began to reign; and he reigned
one year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name
was Athaliah the daughter of Omri king of
Israel.

27He walked in the way of Ahab’s house
and did that which was evil in Yahweh’s
sight, as did Ahab’s house, for he was the
son-in-law of Ahab’s house.

28Hewentwith Joram the son of Ahab to
waragainstHazael kingof Syria atRamoth
Gilead, and the Syrians wounded Joram.
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29 King Joram returned to be healed in
Jezreel fromthewoundswhich theSyrians
had given him at Ramah, when he fought
against Hazael king of Syria. Ahaziah the
son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down
to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel,
because he was sick.

9
1 Elisha the prophet called one of the

sons of the prophets, and said to him, “Put
your belt on yourwaist, take this vial of oil
in your hand, and go to Ramoth Gilead.

2Whenyoucome there, find Jehu the son
of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go
in and make him rise up from among his
brothers, and take him to an inner room.

3Then take the vial of oil, and pour it on
his head, and say, ‘Yahweh says, “I have
anointedyoukingover Israel.” ’Thenopen
the door, flee, and don’t wait.”

4 So the young man, the young prophet,
went to Ramoth Gilead.

5 When he came, behold, the captains
of the army were sitting. Then he said, “I
have amessage for you, captain.”
Jehu said, “To which one of us?”
He said, “To you, O captain.”
6 He arose, and went into the house.

Then he poured the oil on his head, and
said to him, “Yahweh, the God of Israel,
says, ‘I have anointed you king over the
people of Yahweh, even over Israel.

7 You must strike your master Ahab’s
house, that I may avenge the blood of my
servants the prophets, and the blood of
all the servants of Yahweh, at the hand of
Jezebel.

8 For the whole house of Ahab will per-
ish. I will cut off from Ahab everyone who
urinates against a wall,† both him who is
shut up and him who is left at large in
Israel.

9 I will make Ahab’s house like the house
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the
house of Baasha the son of Ahijah.

10 The dogs will eat Jezebel on the plot
of ground of Jezreel, and there shall be no
one toburyher.’ ”Thenheopened thedoor
and fled.

11When Jehu came out to the servants of
his lord and one said to him, “Is all well?
Why did this madman come to you?”
He said to them, “You know theman and

how he talks.”
12They said, “That is a lie. Tell us now.”
He said, “He said to me, ‘Yahweh says, I

have anointed you king over Israel.’ ”
13Then they hurried, and eachman took

his cloak, and put it under him on the top
of the stairs, and blew the trumpet, saying,
“Jehu is king.”

14So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son
of Nimshi conspired against Joram. (Now
Joram was defending Ramoth Gilead, he
and all Israel, because of Hazael king of
Syria;

15 but King Joram had returned to be
healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the
Syrians had given him when he fought
with Hazael king of Syria.) Jehu said, “If
this is your thinking, then letnooneescape
and go out of the city to go to tell it in
Jezreel.”

16 So Jehu rode in a chariot and went to
Jezreel, for Joram lay there. Ahaziah king
of Judah had come down to see Joram.

17 Now the watchman was standing on
the tower in Jezreel, and he spied the com-
pany of Jehu as he came, and said, “I see a
company.”
Joram said, “Take a horseman, and send

to meet them, and let him say, ‘Is it
peace?’ ”

18Soonewentonhorseback tomeethim,
and said, “the king says, ‘Is it peace?’ ”
Jehu said, “What do you have to do with

peace? Fall in behindme!”
The watchman said, “The messenger

came to them, but he isn’t coming back.”
19 Then he sent out a second on horse-

back, who came to them and said, “The
king says, ‘Is it peace?’ ”
Jehu answered, “What do you have to do

with peace? Fall in behindme!”
20Thewatchmansaid, “Hecame to them,

and isn’t coming back. The driving is like
the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi, for
he drives furiously.”

21 Joram said, “Get ready!”
† 9:8 or, male



2 Kings 9:22 394 2 Kings 10:6

They got his chariot ready. Then Joram
king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah
went out, each in his chariot; and they
went out to meet Jehu, and found him on
Naboth the Jezreelite’s land.

22 When Joram saw Jehu, he said, “Is it
peace, Jehu?”
He answered, “What peace, so long as

the prostitution of your mother Jezebel
and her witchcraft abound?”

23 Joram turned his hands and fled, and
said toAhaziah, “This is treason, Ahaziah!”

24 Jehu drew his bow with his full
strength, and struck Joram between his
arms; and the arrowwent out at his heart,
and he sunk down in his chariot.

25 Then Jehu said to Bidkar his captain,
“Pick him up, and throw him in the plot
of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite; for
remember how, when you and I rode to-
gether after Ahab his father, Yahweh laid
this burden on him:

26 ‘Surely Ihave seenyesterday theblood
of Naboth, and the blood of his sons,’ says
Yahweh; ‘and I will repay you in this plot
of ground,’ says Yahweh. Now therefore
take and cast him onto the plot of ground,
according to Yahweh’s word.”

27 But when Ahaziah the king of Judah
saw this, he fled by the way of the garden
house. Jehu followed after him, and said,
“Strike him also in the chariot!” They
struck him at the ascent of Gur, which is
by Ibleam. He fled to Megiddo, and died
there.

28His servants carried him in a chariot
to Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb
with his fathers in David’s city.

29 In the eleventh year of Joram the son
of Ahab, Ahaziah began to reign over Ju-
dah.

30 When Jehu had come to Jezreel,
Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her
eyes, and adorned her head, and looked
out at the window.

31 As Jehu entered in at the gate, she
said, “Do you come in peace, Zimri, you
murderer of yourmaster?”

32 He lifted up his face to the window,
and said, “Who is onmy side? Who?”
Two or three eunuchs looked out at him.
33He said, “Throw her down!”

So they threwherdown; andsomeofher
blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on
the horses. Then he trampled her under
foot.

34 When he had come in, he ate and
drank. Then he said, “See now to this
cursed woman, and bury her; for she is a
king’s daughter.”

35They went to bury her, but they found
nomore of her than the skull, the feet, and
the palms of her hands.

36 Therefore they came back, and told
him.
He said, “This is Yahweh’s word, which

he spoke by his servant Elijah the Tish-
bite, saying, ‘The dogs will eat the flesh of
Jezebel on the plot of Jezreel,

37and the body of Jezebelwill be as dung
on the surface of the field on Jezreel’s land,
so that they won’t say, “This is Jezebel.” ’ ”

10
1 Now Ahab had seventy sons in

Samaria. Jehu wrote letters and sent them
to Samaria, to the rulers of Jezreel, even
the elders, and to those who brought up
Ahab’s sons, saying,

2 “Now as soon as this letter comes to
you, since yourmaster’s sons arewith you,
and you have chariots and horses, a forti-
fied city also, and armor,

3 select the best and fittest of your mas-
ter’s sons, set him on his father’s throne,
and fight for yourmaster’s house.”

4 But they were exceedingly afraid, and
said, “Behold, the two kings didn’t stand
before him! How then shall we stand?”

5Hewhowasover thehousehold, andhe
who was over the city, the elders also, and
thosewho raised the children, sent to Jehu,
saying, “We are your servants, and will do
all that you ask us. We will not make any
man king. You do that which is good in
your eyes.”

6 Then he wrote a letter the second time
to them, saying, “If you are onmy side, and
if youwill listen tomyvoice, take theheads
of themenwhoareyourmaster’s sons, and
come to me to Jezreel by tomorrow this
time.”
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Now the king’s sons, being seventy per-
sons, were with the great men of the city,
who brought them up.

7 When the letter came to them, they
took the king’s sons and killed them, even
seventy people, and put their heads in bas-
kets, and sent them to him to Jezreel.

8Amessenger came and told him, “They
have brought the heads of the king’s sons.”
He said, “Lay them in two heaps at the

entrance of the gate until the morning.”
9 In the morning, he went out and stood,

and said to all the people, “You are righ-
teous. Behold, I conspired againstmymas-
ter andkilledhim, butwhokilled all these?

10Know now that nothing will fall to the
earth of Yahweh’s word, which Yahweh
spoke concerning Ahab’s house. For Yah-
weh has done that which he spoke by his
servant Elijah.”

11 So Jehu struck all that remained of
Ahab’s house in Jezreel, with all his great
men, his familiar friends, and his priests,
until he left him no one remaining.

12 He arose and departed, and went to
Samaria. As he was at the shearing house
of the shepherds on the way,

13 Jehumetwith the brothers of Ahaziah
king of Judah, and said, “Who are you?”
They answered, “We are the brothers of

Ahaziah. We are going down to greet the
children of the king and the children of the
queen.”

14He said, “Take them alive!”
They took them alive, and killed them at

the pit of the shearing house, even forty-
twomen. He didn’t leave any of them.

15When he had departed from there, he
met Jehonadab the son of Rechab coming
to meet him. He greeted him, and said to
him, “Is your heart right, as my heart is
with your heart?”
Jehonadab answered, “It is.”
“If it is, givemeyour hand.” Hegavehim

his hand; and he took him up to him into
the chariot.

16 He said, “Come with me, and see my
zeal for Yahweh.” So they made him ride
in his chariot.

17When he came to Samaria, he struck
allwhoremained toAhab inSamaria, until

he had destroyed them, according to Yah-
weh’s word which he spoke to Elijah.

18 Jehu gathered all the people together,
andsaid to them, “AhabservedBaal a little,
but Jehu will serve himmuch.

19 Now therefore call to me all the
prophets of Baal, all of hisworshipers, and
all of his priests. Let no one be absent, for
I have a great sacrifice to Baal. Whoever
is absent, he shall not live.” But Jehu did
deceptively, intending to destroy the wor-
shipers of Baal.

20 Jehu said, “Sanctify a solemnassembly
for Baal!”
So they proclaimed it.
21 Jehu sent through all Israel; and all the

worshipers of Baal came, so that therewas
not aman left that didn’t come. They came
into the house of Baal; and the house of
Baal was filled from one end to another.

22He said tohimwhokept thewardrobe,
“Bring out robes for all the worshipers of
Baal!”
So he brought robes out to them.
23 Jehu went with Jehonadab the son of

Rechab into the house of Baal. Then he
said to the worshipers of Baal, “Search,
and see that none of the servants of Yah-
weh are here with you, but only the wor-
shipers of Baal.”

24 So they went in to offer sacrifices and
burnt offerings. Now Jehu had appointed
for himself eighty men outside, and said,
“If any of the men whom I bring into your
hands escape, he who lets him go, his life
shall be for the life of him.”

25As soon as he hadfinished offering the
burnt offering, Jehu said to the guard and
to the captains, “Go in and kill them! Let
no one escape.” So they struck them with
the edge of the sword. The guard and the
captains threw the bodies out, andwent to
the inner shrine of the house of Baal.

26They brought out the pillars that were
in the house of Baal and burned them.

27 They broke down the pillar of Baal,
and broke down the house of Baal, and
made it a latrine, to this day.

28Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel.
29However, Jehu didn’t depart from the

sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with
which he made Israel to sin—the golden
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calves thatwere in Bethel and thatwere in
Dan.

30 Yahweh said to Jehu, “Because you
have done well in executing that which
is right in my eyes, and have done to
Ahab’s house according to all that was in
myheart, your descendants shall sit on the
throne of Israel to the fourth generation.”

31 But Jehu took no heed to walk in the
law of Yahweh, the God of Israel, with all
his heart. He didn’t depart from the sins
of Jeroboam, with which hemade Israel to
sin.

32 In those days Yahweh began to cut
away parts of Israel; and Hazael struck
them in all the borders of Israel

33 from the Jordan eastward, all the land
of Gilead, the Gadites, and the Reubenites,
and the Manassites, from Aroer, which is
by the valley of theArnon, evenGilead and
Bashan.

34Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, and all
that he did, and all his might, aren’t they
written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel?

35 Jehu slept with his fathers; and they
buried him in Samaria. Jehoahaz his son
reigned in his place.

36The time that Jehu reigned over Israel
in Samaria was twenty-eight years.

11
1 Now when Athaliah the mother of

Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she
arose anddestroyedall the royal offspring.

2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of King
Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the
son of Ahaziah, and stole him away from
among the king’s sons who were slain,
even him and his nurse, and put them
in the bedroom; and they hid him from
Athaliah, so that he was not slain.

3 He was with her hidden in Yahweh’s
house six years while Athaliah reigned
over the land.

4 In the seventh year Jehoiada sent and
fetched the captains over hundreds of the
Carites andof theguard, andbrought them
tohim intoYahweh’s house; andhemadea
covenantwith them, andmade a covenant
with them in Yahweh’s house, and showed
them the king’s son.

5 He commanded them, saying, “This is
what you must do: a third of you, who
come in on the Sabbath, shall be keepers of
the watch of the king’s house;

6 a third of you shall be at the gate Sur;
and a third of you at the gate behind the
guard. So you shall keep the watch of the
house, and be a barrier.

7The twocompaniesof you, evenallwho
goout on the Sabbath, shall keep thewatch
of Yahweh’s house around the king.

8You shall surround the king, everyman
with his weapons in his hand; and he who
comes within the ranks, let him be slain.
Be with the king when he goes out, and
when he comes in.”

9 The captains over hundreds did ac-
cording to all that Jehoiada the priest com-
manded; and theyeach tookhismen, those
who were to come in on the Sabbath with
those who were to go out on the Sabbath,
and came to Jehoiada the priest.

10 The priest delivered to the captains
over hundreds the spears and shields that
had been King David’s, whichwere in Yah-
weh’s house.

11 The guard stood, every man with his
weapons in his hand, from the right side
of the house to the left side of the house,
along by the altar and the house, around
the king.

12 Then he brought out the king’s son,
and put the crown on him, and gave him
the covenant; and they made him king
and anointed him; and they clapped their
hands, and said, “Long live the king!”

13When Athaliah heard the noise of the
guard and of the people, she came to the
people into Yahweh’s house;

14 and she looked, and behold, the king
stood by the pillar, as the tradition was,
with the captains and the trumpets by the
king; and all the people of the land re-
joiced, and blew trumpets. Then Athaliah
tore her clothes and cried, “Treason! Trea-
son!”

15 Jehoiada the priest commanded the
captains of hundreds who were set over
the army, and said to them, “Bring her
out between the ranks. Kill anyone who
follows her with the sword.” For the priest
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said, “Don’t let her be slain in Yahweh’s
house.”

16So they seizedher; and shewentby the
wayof thehorses’entry to theking’shouse,
and she was slain there.

17 Jehoiada made a covenant between
Yahweh and the king and the people, that
they should be Yahweh’s people; also be-
tween the king and the people.

18 All the people of the land went to the
house of Baal, and broke it down. They
broke his altars and his images in pieces
thoroughly, and killed Mattan the priest
of Baal before the altars. The priest ap-
pointed officers over Yahweh’s house.

19 He took the captains over hundreds,
and the Carites, and the guard, and all the
people of the land; and they brought down
the king from Yahweh’s house, and came
by the way of the gate of the guard to the
king’s house. He sat on the throne of the
kings.

20 So all the people of the land rejoiced,
and the city was quiet. They had slain
Athaliah with the sword at the king’s
house.

21 Jehoash was seven years old when he
began to reign.

12
1 Jehoash began to reign in the seventh

year of Jehu, and he reigned forty years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zibiah
of Beersheba.

2 Jehoash did that which was right in
Yahweh’s eyes all his days in which Je-
hoiada the priest instructed him.

3 However, the high places were not
taken away. The people still sacrificed and
burned incense in the high places.

4 Jehoash said to the priests, “All the
money of the holy things that is brought
into Yahweh’s house, in current money,
the money of the people for whom each
man is evaluated,* and all the money that
it comes into anyman’s heart to bring into
Yahweh’s house,

5 let the priests take it to them, each
man from his donor; and they shall repair

the damage to the house, wherever any
damage is found.”

6 But it was so, that in the twenty-third
year of King Jehoash the priests had not
repaired the damage to the house.

7 Then King Jehoash called for Jehoiada
the priest, and for the other priests, and
said to them, “Why aren’t you repairing
the damage to the house? Now therefore
takenomoremoney fromyour treasurers,
but deliver it for repair of the damage to
the house.”

8 The priests consented that they should
take no more money from the people, and
not repair the damage to the house.

9But Jehoiada the priest took a chest and
bored a hole in its lid, and set it beside the
altar, on the right side as one comes into
Yahweh’s house; and the priests who kept
the threshold put all the money that was
brought into Yahweh’s house into it.

10When they saw that there was much
money in the chest, the king’s scribe and
the high priest came up, and they put it
in bags and counted the money that was
found in Yahweh’s house.

11 They gave the money that was
weighed out into the hands of those who
did the work, who had the oversight of
Yahweh’s house; and they paid it out to the
carpenters and the builders who worked
on Yahweh’s house,

12 and to the masons and the stone cut-
ters, and for buying timber and cut stone
to repair the damage to Yahweh’s house,
and for all that was laid out for the house
to repair it.

13But therewere notmade for Yahweh’s
house cups of silver, snuffers, basins,
trumpets, any vessels of gold or vessels of
silver, of the money that was brought into
Yahweh’s house;

14 for they gave that to thosewho did the
work, and repaired Yahweh’s house with
it.

15 Moreover they didn’t demand an ac-
counting from the men into whose hand
they delivered the money to give to those
who did the work; for they dealt faithfully.

16 The money for the trespass offerings
* 12:4 Exodus 30:12
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and themoney for the sinofferingswasnot
brought into Yahweh’s house. It was the
priests’.

17 Then Hazael king of Syria went up
and fought against Gath, and took it; and
Hazael set his face to go up to Jerusalem.

18 Jehoash king of Judah took all the holy
things that Jehoshaphat and Jehoram and
Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of Judah, had
dedicated, and his own holy things, and all
the gold that was found in the treasures of
Yahweh’s house, and of the king’s house,
and sent it to Hazael king of Syria; and he
went away from Jerusalem.

19Now the rest of the acts of Joash, and
all that he did, aren’t they written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Ju-
dah?

20 His servants arose and made a con-
spiracy, and struck Joash at the house of
Millo, on the way that goes down to Silla.

21 For Jozacar the son of Shimeath, and
Jehozabad the son of Shomer, his servants,
struck him, and he died; and they buried
him with his fathers in David’s city; and
Amaziah his son reigned in his place.

13
1 In the twenty-third year of Joash the

sonofAhaziah, kingof Judah, Jehoahaz the
son of Jehu began to reign over Israel in
Samaria for seventeen years.

2He did that which was evil in Yahweh’s
sight, and followed the sins of Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, with which he made Is-
rael to sin. He didn’t depart from it.

3 Yahweh’s anger burned against Israel,
and he delivered them into the hand of
Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand of
Benhadad the son of Hazael, continually.

4 Jehoahaz begged Yahweh, and Yahweh
listened to him; for he saw the oppression
of Israel, how the king of Syria oppressed
them.

5 (Yahweh gave Israel a savior, so that
they went out from under the hand of the
Syrians; and the children of Israel lived in
their tents as before.

6 Nevertheless they didn’t depart from
the sins of the house of Jeroboam, with
which hemade Israel to sin, but walked in

them; and the Asherah also remained in
Samaria.)

7 For he didn’t leave to Jehoahaz of the
people any more than fifty horsemen, and
ten chariots, and ten thousand footmen;
for the king of Syria destroyed them and
made them like the dust in threshing.

8 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz,
and all that he did, and his might, aren’t
they written in the book of the chronicles
of the kings of Israel?

9 Jehoahaz slept with his fathers; and
they buried him in Samaria; and Joash his
son reigned in his place.

10 In the thirty-seventh year of Joash
king of Judah, Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz
began to reign over Israel in Samaria for
sixteen years.

11Hedid thatwhichwasevil inYahweh’s
sight. He didn’t depart from all the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which he
made Israel to sin; but he walked in them.

12 Now the rest of the acts of Joash,
and all that he did, and his might with
which he fought against Amaziah king of
Judah, aren’t they written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

13 Joash slept with his fathers; and Jer-
oboam sat on his throne. Joashwas buried
in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

14 Now Elisha became sick with the ill-
ness of which he died; and Joash the king
of Israel came down to him, andwept over
him, and said, “My father, my father, the
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!”

15 Elisha said to him, “Take bow and
arrows;” and he took bow and arrows for
himself.

16He said to the king of Israel, “Put your
hand on the bow;” and he put his hand
on it. Elisha laid his hands on the king’s
hands.

17He said, “Open thewindoweastward;”
and he opened it. Then Elisha said,
“Shoot!” and he shot. He said, “Yahweh’s
arrow of victory, even the arrow of victory
over Syria; for you will strike the Syrians
in Aphek until you have consumed them.”

18 He said, “Take the arrows;” and he
took them. He said to the king of Israel,
“Strike the ground;” and he struck three
times, and stopped.
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19 The man of God was angry with him,
and said, “You should have struck five or
six times. Then you would have struck
Syria until you had consumed it, but now
youwill strike Syria just three times.”

20Elisha died, and they buried him.
Now the bands of the Moabites invaded

the land at the coming in of the year.
21 As they were burying a man, behold,

they sawa band of raiders; and they threw
the man into Elisha’s tomb. As soon as the
man touched Elisha’s bones, he revived,
and stood up on his feet.

22Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel
all the days of Jehoahaz.

23 But Yahweh was gracious to them,
and had compassion on them, and favored
them because of his covenant with Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not de-
stroy them and he didn’t cast them from
his presence as yet.

24 Hazael king of Syria died; and Ben-
hadad his son reigned in his place.

25 Jehoash the sonof Jehoahaz tookagain
out of the hand of Benhadad the son of
Hazael the cities which he had taken out
of the hand of Jehoahaz his father by war.
Joash struck him three times, and recov-
ered the cities of Israel.

14
1 In the second year of Joash, son of

Joahaz, king of Israel, Amaziah the son of
Joash king of Judah began to reign.

2He was twenty-five years old when he
began to reign; and he reigned twenty-
nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s
namewas Jehoaddin of Jerusalem.

3 He did that which was right in Yah-
weh’s eyes, yet not like David his father.
Hedid according to all that Joashhis father
had done.

4 However the high places were not
taken away. The people still sacrificed and
burned incense in the high places.

5Assoonas thekingdomwasestablished
in his hand, he killed his servants who had
slain the king his father,

6 but the children of the murderers he
didn’t put todeath, according to thatwhich

is written in the book of the law of Moses,
as Yahweh commanded, saying, “The fa-
thers shall not be put to death for the chil-
dren, nor the children be put to death for
the fathers; but everyman shall die for his
own sin.”

7He killed ten thousand Edomites in the
Valley of Salt, and took Sela by war, and
called its name Joktheel, to this day.

8 Then Amaziah sent messengers to Je-
hoash, the son of Jehoahaz son of Jehu,
king of Israel, saying, “Come, let’s look one
another in the face.”

9 Jehoash the king of Israel sent to
Amaziah king of Judah, saying, “The this-
tle that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar
that was in Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your
daughter to my son as wife.’ Then a wild
animal thatwas inLebanonpassedby, and
trampled down the thistle.

10 You have indeed struck Edom, and
your heart has lifted you up. Enjoy the
glory of it, and stay at home; for why
should youmeddle to your harm, that you
fall, even you, and Judah with you?”

11 But Amaziah would not listen. So
Jehoash king of Israel went up; and he and
Amaziah king of Judah looked one another
in the face at Beth Shemesh,whichbelongs
to Judah.

12 Judahwasdefeatedby Israel; andeach
man fled to his tent.

13 Jehoash king of Israel took Amaziah
king of Judah, the son of Jehoash the son
of Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh and came to
Jerusalem, then broke down the wall of
Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim to the
corner gate, four hundred cubits.†

14He took all the gold and silver and all
the vessels that were found in Yahweh’s
house and in the treasures of the king’s
house, the hostages also, and returned to
Samaria.

15 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash
which he did, and his might, and how he
fought with Amaziah king of Judah, aren’t
they written in the book of the chronicles
of the kings of Israel?

† 14:13 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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16 Jehoash sleptwithhis fathers, andwas
buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel;
and Jeroboam his son reigned in his place.

17Amaziah the sonof Joashkingof Judah
lived after the death of Jehoash son of Je-
hoahaz, king of Israel, fifteen years.

18 Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah,
aren’t they written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

19 They made a conspiracy against him
in Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish; but
they sent after him to Lachish and killed
him there.

20 They brought him on horses, and he
wasburied at Jerusalemwithhis fathers in
David’s city.

21 All the people of Judah took Azariah,
who was sixteen years old, and made him
king in the place of his father Amaziah.

22He built Elath and restored it to Judah.
After that the king slept with his fathers.

23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the
son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam the
son of Joash king of Israel began to reign
in Samaria for forty-one years.

24Hedid thatwhichwasevil inYahweh’s
sight. He didn’t depart from all the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which he
made Israel to sin.

25He restored the border of Israel from
the entrance of Hamath to the sea of the
Arabah, according to Yahweh, the God of
Israel’s word, which he spoke by his ser-
vant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet,
who was from Gath Hepher.

26ForYahwehsaw theafflictionof Israel,
that it was very bitter for all, slave and
free; and there was no helper for Israel.

27 Yahweh didn’t say that he would blot
out the name of Israel from under the
sky; but he saved them by the hand of
Jeroboam the son of Joash.

28Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam,
and all that he did, and his might, how
he fought, and how he recovered Dam-
ascus, and Hamath, which had belonged
to Judah, for Israel, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Israel?

29 Jeroboam slept with his fathers, even
with the kings of Israel; and Zechariah his

son reigned in his place.

15
1 In the twenty-seventh year of Jer-

oboam king of Israel, Azariah son of
Amaziah king of Judah began to reign.

2He was sixteen years old when he be-
gan to reign, andhe reignedfifty-twoyears
in Jerusalem. Hismother’s namewas Jeco-
liah of Jerusalem.

3 He did that which was right in Yah-
weh’s eyes, according to all that his father
Amaziah had done.

4 However, the high places were not
taken away. The people still sacrificed and
burned incense in the high places.

5Yahweh struck the king, so that he was
a leper to the day of his death, and lived
in a separate house. Jotham, the king’s
son, was over the household, judging the
people of the land.

6 Now the rest of the acts of Azariah,
and all that he did, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Judah?

7Azariah sleptwith his fathers; and they
buried himwith his fathers in David’s city;
and Jotham his son reigned in his place.

8 In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah
king of Judah, Zechariah the son of Jer-
oboam reigned over Israel in Samaria six
months.

9He did that which was evil in Yahweh’s
sight, as his fathers had done. He didn’t
depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, withwhich hemade Israel to sin.

10 Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired
against him, and struck him before the
people and killed him, and reigned in his
place.

11Now the rest of the acts of Zechariah,
behold, they are written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel.

12 This was Yahweh’s word which he
spoke to Jehu, saying, “Your sons to the
fourth generation shall sit on the throne of
Israel.” So it came to pass.

13 Shallum the son of Jabesh began to
reign in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah
king of Judah, and he reigned for a month
in Samaria.
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14 Menahem the son of Gadi went up
fromTirzah, came to Samaria, struck Shal-
lum the son of Jabesh in Samaria, killed
him, and reigned in his place.

15 Now the rest of the acts of Shallum,
and his conspiracy which he made, be-
hold, they are written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel.

16Then Menahem attacked Tiphsah and
all who were in it and its border areas,
from Tirzah. He attacked it because they
didn’t open their gates to him, and he
ripped up all their women who were with
child.

17 In the thirty ninth year of Azariah
king of Judah, Menahem the son of Gadi
began to reign over Israel for ten years in
Samaria.

18Hedid thatwhichwasevil inYahweh’s
sight. He didn’t depart all his days from
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with
which hemade Israel to sin.

19 Pul the king of Assyria came against
the land, andMenahemgave Pul one thou-
sand talents† of silver, that his hand might
be with him to confirm the kingdom in his
hand.

20 Menahem exacted the money from
Israel, even from all the mighty men of
wealth, from each man fifty shekels‡ of
silver, to give to the king of Assyria. So the
kingofAssyria turnedback, anddidn’t stay
there in the land.

21Now the rest of the acts of Menahem,
and all that he did, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Israel?

22 Menahem slept with his fathers, and
Pekahiah his son reigned in his place.

23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah king
of Judah, Pekahiah the son of Menahem
began to reign over Israel in Samaria for
two years.

24Hedid thatwhichwasevil inYahweh’s
sight. He didn’t depart from the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which he
made Israel to sin.

25 Pekah the son of Remaliah, his cap-
tain, conspired against him and attacked
him in Samaria, in the fortress of the king’s

house, with Argob and Arieh; and with
him were fifty men of the Gileadites. He
killed him, and reigned in his place.

26 Now the rest of the acts of Pekahiah,
andall thathedid, behold, theyarewritten
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Israel.

27 In the fifty-second year of Azariah
king of Judah, Pekah the son of Remaliah
began to reign over Israel in Samaria for
twenty years.

28Hedid thatwhichwasevil inYahweh’s
sight. He didn’t depart from the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which he
made Israel to sin.

29 In the days of Pekah king of Is-
rael, Tiglath Pileser king of Assyria came
and took Ijon, Abel Beth Maacah, Janoah,
Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galilee, all the
land of Naphtali; and he carried them cap-
tive to Assyria.

30 Hoshea the son of Elah made a con-
spiracy against Pekah the son of Remaliah,
attacked him, killed him, and reigned in
his place, in the twentieth year of Jotham
the son of Uzziah.

31Now the rest of the acts of Pekah, and
all that he did, behold, they are written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Israel.

32 In the second year of Pekah the son of
Remaliah king of Israel, Jotham the son of
Uzziah king of Judah began to reign.

33 He was twenty-five years old when
he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name
was Jerusha the daughter of Zadok.

34 He did that which was right in Yah-
weh’s eyes. He did according to all that his
father Uzziah had done.

35 However the high places were not
taken away. The people still sacrificed and
burned incense in the high places. He built
the upper gate of Yahweh’s house.

36 Now the rest of the acts of Jotham,
and all that he did, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Judah?

† 15:19 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds, so 1000 talents is about 30 metric tons ‡ 15:20 A shekel is
about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 50 shekels was about 0.5 kilograms or 1.1 pounds.
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37 In those days, Yahweh began to send
Rezin the king of Syria and Pekah the son
of Remaliah against Judah.

38 Jotham slept with his fathers, and
was buried with his fathers in his father
David’s city; and Ahaz his son reigned in
his place.

16
1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah the

son of Remaliah, Ahaz the son of Jotham
king of Judah began to reign.

2Ahazwas twenty years oldwhenhe be-
gan to reign, and he reigned sixteen years
in Jerusalem. He didn’t do that which was
right in Yahweh his God’s eyes, like David
his father.

3 But he walked in the way of the kings
of Israel, and even made his son to pass
through the fire, according to the abomi-
nations of the nations whom Yahweh cast
out from before the children of Israel.

4Hesacrificedandburned incense in the
high places, on the hills, and under every
green tree.

5 Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah
son of Remaliah king of Israel came up
to Jerusalem to wage war. They besieged
Ahaz, but could not overcome him.

6 At that time Rezin king of Syria recov-
ered Elath to Syria, and drove the Jews
from Elath; and the Syrians came to Elath,
and lived there to this day.

7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath
Pileser king of Assyria, saying, “I am your
servant and your son. Come up and save
me out of the hand of the king of Syria and
out of the hand of the king of Israel, who
rise up against me.”

8Ahaz took the silver and gold that was
found in Yahweh’s house, and in the trea-
sures of the king’s house, and sent it for a
present to the king of Assyria.

9The king of Assyria listened to him; and
the king of Assyria went up against Dam-
ascus and took it, and carried its people
captive to Kir, and killed Rezin.

10 King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet
Tiglath Pileser king of Assyria, and saw the
altar thatwas at Damascus; and King Ahaz

sent to Urijah the priest a drawing of the
altar and plans to build it.

11 Urijah the priest built an altar. Ac-
cording to all that KingAhazhad sent from
Damascus, so Urijah the priest made it for
the coming of King Ahaz from Damascus.

12 When the king had come from Dam-
ascus, the king saw the altar; and the king
came near to the altar, and offered on it.

13He burned his burnt offering and his
meal offering, poured his drink offering,
and sprinkled the blood of his peace offer-
ings on the altar.

14 The bronze altar, which was before
Yahweh, he brought from the front of the
house, from between his altar and Yah-
weh’s house, and put it on the north side
of his altar.

15 King Ahaz commanded Urijah the
priest, saying, “On the great altar burn the
morning burnt offering, the evening meal
offering, the king’s burnt offering and his
meal offering,with theburnt offeringof all
the people of the land, their meal offering,
and their drink offerings; and sprinkle on
it all the bloodof the burnt offering, and all
the blood of the sacrifice; but the bronze
altar will be for me to inquire by.”

16 Urijah the priest did so, according to
all that King Ahaz commanded.

17 King Ahaz cut off the panels of the
bases, and removed the basin from off
them, and took down the sea from off the
bronze oxen that were under it, and put it
on a pavement of stone.

18 He removed the covered way for the
Sabbath that they had built in the house,
and the king’s outer entrance to Yahweh’s
house, because of the king of Assyria.

19Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which
he did, aren’t they written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

20 Ahaz slept with his fathers, and was
buriedwith his fathers in David’s city; and
Hezekiah his son reigned in his place.

17
1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Ju-

dah, Hoshea the son of Elah began to reign
in Samaria over Israel for nine years.



2 Kings 17:2 403 2 Kings 17:24

2He did that which was evil in Yahweh’s
sight, yet not as the kings of Israel who
were before him.

3 Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up
against him; and Hoshea became his ser-
vant, and brought him tribute.

4 The king of Assyria discovered a con-
spiracy in Hoshea; for he had sent mes-
sengers to So king of Egypt, and offered no
tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had
done year by year. Therefore the king
of Assyria seized him, and bound him in
prison.

5 Then the king of Assyria came up
throughout all the land, went up to
Samaria, and besieged it three years.

6 In the ninth year of Hoshea the king
of Assyria took Samaria and carried Israel
away toAssyria, andplaced them inHalah,
and on the Habor, the river of Gozan, and
in the cities of the Medes.

7 It was so because the children of Israel
had sinned against Yahweh their God,who
brought them up out of the land of Egypt
from under the hand of Pharaoh king of
Egypt, and had feared other gods,

8 and walked in the statutes of the na-
tions whom Yahweh cast out from before
the children of Israel, and of the kings of
Israel, which theymade.

9 The children of Israel secretly did
things that were not right against Yahweh
their God; and they built high places for
themselves in all their cities, from the
tower of thewatchmen to the fortified city;

10 and they set up for themselves pillars
and Asherah poles on every high hill and
under every green tree;

11 and there they burned incense in all
the high places, as the nations whom Yah-
weh carried away before them did; and
they did wicked things to provoke Yahweh
to anger;

12 and they served idols, of which Yah-
wehhadsaid to them, “Youshall notdo this
thing.”

13Yet Yahweh testified to Israel and to Ju-
dah, by every prophet and every seer, say-
ing, “Turn from your evil ways, and keep
my commandments and my statutes, ac-
cording to all the lawwhich I commanded

your fathers, andwhich I sent to youbymy
servants the prophets.”

14 Notwithstanding, they would not lis-
ten, but hardened their neck like the neck
of their fathers who didn’t believe in Yah-
weh their God.

15 They rejected his statutes and his
covenant that he made with their fathers,
and his testimonies which he testified
to them; and they followed vanity, and
became vain, and followed the nations
thatwere around them, concerningwhom
Yahweh had commanded them that they
should not do like them.

16 They abandoned all the command-
ments of Yahweh their God, and made
molten images for themselves, even two
calves, and made an Asherah, and wor-
shiped all the army of the sky, and served
Baal.

17 They caused their sons and their
daughters to pass through the fire, used
divination and enchantments, and sold
themselves to do that which was evil in
Yahweh’s sight, to provoke him to anger.

18 Therefore Yahweh was very angry
with Israel, and removed them out of his
sight. There was none left but the tribe of
Judah only.

19Also Judah didn’t keep the command-
ments of Yahweh their God, but walked in
the statutes of Israel which theymade.

20 Yahweh rejected all the offspring of
Israel, afflicted them, and delivered them
into the hands of raiders, until he had cast
them out of his sight.

21 For he tore Israel from David’s house;
and they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat
king; and Jeroboam drove Israel from fol-
lowingYahweh, andmade themsin a great
sin.

22The children of Israelwalked in all the
sins of Jeroboamwhich he did; they didn’t
depart from them

23 until Yahweh removed Israel out of
his sight, as he said by all his servants the
prophets. So Israel was carried away out
of their own land to Assyria to this day.

24 The king of Assyria brought people
from Babylon, from Cuthah, from Avva,
and from Hamath and Sepharvaim, and
placed them in the cities of Samaria in-
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stead of the children of Israel; and they
possessed Samaria and lived in its cities.

25 So it was, at the beginning of their
dwelling there, that they didn’t fear Yah-
weh. Therefore Yahweh sent lions among
them, which killed some of them.

26 Therefore they spoke to the king of
Assyria, saying, “The nations which you
have carried away and placed in the cities
of Samaria don’t know the law of the god
of the land. Therefore he has sent lions
among them; and behold, they kill them,
because they don’t know the lawof the god
of the land.”

27Then the king of Assyria commanded,
saying, “Carry there one of the priests
whom you brought from there; and let
him† go and dwell there, and let him teach
them the law of the god of the land.”

28 So one of the priests whom they had
carried away from Samaria came and
lived in Bethel, and taught them how they
should fear Yahweh.

29 However every nation made gods of
their own, and put them in the houses of
the high places which the Samaritans had
made, every nation in their cities in which
they lived.

30 The men of Babylon made Succoth
Benoth, and themen of Cuthmade Nergal,
and themen of Hamathmade Ashima,

31 and the Avvites made Nibhaz and
Tartak; and the Sepharvites burned their
children in the fire to Adrammelech and
Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim.

32So they feared Yahweh, and alsomade
fromamong themselves priests of the high
places for themselves, who sacrificed for
them in the houses of the high places.

33 They feared Yahweh, and also served
their own gods, after the ways of the na-
tions from among whom they had been
carried away.

34 To this day they do what they did be-
fore. They don’t fear Yahweh, and they do
not follow the statutes, or the ordinances,
or the law, or the commandment which
Yahwehcommanded the childrenof Jacob,
whom he named Israel;

35 with whom Yahweh had made a
covenant and commanded them, saying,
“You shall not fear other gods, nor bow
yourselves to them, nor serve them, nor
sacrifice to them;

36 but you shall fear Yahweh, who
brought you up out of the land of Egypt
with great powerandwithanoutstretched
arm, and you shall bow yourselves to him,
and you shall sacrifice to him.

37 The statutes and the ordinances, and
the law and the commandment which he
wrote for you, you shall observe to do for-
ever more. You shall not fear other gods.

38 You shall not forget the covenant that
I have made with you. You shall not fear
other gods.

39 But you shall fear Yahweh your God,
and he will deliver you out of the hand of
all your enemies.”

40 However they didn’t listen, but they
did what they did before.

41 So these nations feared Yahweh, and
also served their engraved images. Their
children did likewise, and so did their chil-
dren’s children. They do as their fathers
did to this day.

18
1 Now in the third year of Hoshea son

of Elah king of Israel, Hezekiah the son of
Ahaz king of Judah began to reign.

2He was twenty-five years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned twenty-
nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s
namewas Abi the daughter of Zechariah.

3 He did that which was right in Yah-
weh’s eyes, according to all that David his
father had done.

4He removed the high places, broke the
pillars, and cut down the Asherah. He also
broke in pieces the bronze serpent that
Moseshadmade, because in thosedays the
children of Israel burned incense to it; and
he called it Nehushtan.

5 He trusted in Yahweh, the God of Is-
rael, so that after him was no one like him
among all the kings of Judah, nor among
them that were before him.

6 For he joined with Yahweh. He
didn’t depart from following him, but

† 17:27Hebrew: them
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kept his commandments, which Yahweh
commandedMoses.

7 Yahweh was with him. Wherever he
went, he prospered. He rebelled against
the king of Assyria, and didn’t serve him.

8He struck the Philistines to Gaza and its
borders, from the tower of the watchmen
to the fortified city.

9 In the fourth year of King Hezekiah,
whichwas the seventh year of Hoshea son
of Elah king of Israel, Shalmaneser king
of Assyria came up against Samaria and
besieged it.

10 At the end of three years they took it.
In the sixth year of Hezekiah, which was
the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel,
Samaria was taken.

11ThekingofAssyria carried Israel away
to Assyria, and put them in Halah, and on
the Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the
cities of the Medes,

12because theydidn’t obeyYahweh their
God’s voice, but transgressedhis covenant,
even all that Moses the servant of Yahweh
commanded, and would not hear it or do
it.

13 Now in the fourteenth year of King
Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria
came up against all the fortified cities of
Judah and took them.

14 Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the
king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, “I have
offended you. Withdraw from me. That
which you put onme, Iwill bear.” The king
of Assyria appointed to Hezekiah king of
Judah three hundred talents of silver and
thirty talents† of gold.

15 Hezekiah gave him all the silver that
was found in Yahweh’s house and in the
treasures of the king’s house.

16At that time, Hezekiah cut off the gold
from the doors of Yahweh’s temple, and
from the pillars which Hezekiah king of
Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the king
of Assyria.

17 The king of Assyria sent Tartan, Rab-
saris, andRabshakeh fromLachish to King
Hezekiah with a great army to Jerusalem.
They went up and came to Jerusalem.
When they had come up, they came and

stood by the conduit of the upper pool,
which is in the highwayof the fuller’s field.

18When they had called to the king, Eli-
akim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the
household, and Shebnah the scribe, and
Joah the son of Asaph the recorder came
out to them.

19 Rabshakeh said to them, “Say now
to Hezekiah, ‘The great king, the king of
Assyria, says, “What confidence is this in
which you trust?

20You say (but they are but vain words),
‘There is counsel and strength for war.’
Now on whom do you trust, that you have
rebelled against me?

21 Now, behold, you trust in the staff of
this bruised reed, even in Egypt. If a man
leans on it, it will go into his hand and
pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all
who trust on him.

22 But if you tell me, ‘We trust in Yah-
weh our God,’ isn’t that he whose high
places and whose altars Hezekiah has
taken away, and has said to Judah and to
Jerusalem, ‘You shall worship before this
altar in Jerusalem’?

23Now therefore, please give pledges to
my master the king of Assyria, and I will
give you two thousand horses if you are
able on your part to set riders on them.

24How then can you turn away the face
of one captain of the least of my master’s
servants, and put your trust on Egypt for
chariots and for horsemen?

25Have I now come up without Yahweh
against this place to destroy it? Yahweh
said to me, ‘Go up against this land, and
destroy it.’ ” ’ ”

26Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, Sheb-
nah, and Joah, said to Rabshakeh, “Please
speak to your servants in the Syrian lan-
guage, for we understand it. Don’t speak
with us in the Jews’ language, in the hear-
ing of the people who are on the wall.”

27 But Rabshakeh said to them, “Has my
master sent me to your master and to you,
to speak these words? Hasn’t he sent me
to the men who sit on the wall, to eat their
own dung, and to drink their own urine
with you?”

† 18:14 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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28Then Rabshakeh stood and cried with
a loud voice in the Jews’ language, and
spoke, saying, “Hear the word of the great
king, the king of Assyria.

29 The king says, ‘Don’t let Hezekiah de-
ceive you, for he will not be able to deliver
you out of his hand.

30 Don’t let Hezekiah make you trust in
Yahweh, saying, “Yahweh will surely de-
liverus, and this city shall not be given into
the hand of the king of Assyria.”

31Don’t listen to Hezekiah.’ For the king
of Assyria says, ‘Make your peacewithme,
and come out to me; and everyone of you
eat from his own vine, and everyone from
his ownfig tree, and everyone drinkwater
from his own cistern;

32 until I come and take you away to a
land like your own land, a land of grain
and new wine, a land of bread and vine-
yards, a land of olive trees and of honey,
that you may live and not die. Don’t listen
to Hezekiah when he persuades you, say-
ing, “Yahwehwill deliver us.”

33Has any of the gods of the nations ever
delivered his land out of the hand of the
king of Assyria?

34 Where are the gods of Hamath and
of Arpad? Where are the gods of Sephar-
vaim, of Hena, and Ivvah? Have they
delivered Samaria out of my hand?

35Whoare they amongall the gods of the
countries, that have delivered their coun-
try out of my hand, that Yahweh should
deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?’ ”

36 But the people stayed quiet, and an-
swered himnot aword; for the king’s com-
mandment was, “Don’t answer him.”

37 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah,
who was over the household, came with
Shebna the scribe and Joah the son of As-
aph the recorder to Hezekiah with their
clothes torn, and told him Rabshakeh’s
words.

19
1When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore

his clothes, covered himself with sack-
cloth, and went into Yahweh’s house.

2 He sent Eliakim, who was over the
household, Shebna the scribe, and the el-
ders of the priests, coveredwith sackcloth,
to Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz.

3 They said to him, “Hezekiah says, ‘To-
day is a day of trouble, of rebuke, and of
rejection; for thechildrenhavecome to the
point of birth, and there is no strength to
deliver them.

4 ItmaybeYahwehyourGodwill hearall
thewords of Rabshakeh, whom the king of
Assyria his master has sent to defy the liv-
ing God, and will rebuke the words which
Yahweh your God has heard. Therefore
lift up your prayer for the remnant that is
left.’ ”

5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came
to Isaiah.

6 Isaiah said to them, “Tell your master
this: ‘Yahweh says, “Don’t be afraid of the
words that you have heard, with which
the servants of the king of Assyria have
blasphemedme.

7Behold, I will put a spirit in him, and he
will hear news, and will return to his own
land. I will cause him to fall by the sword
in his own land.” ’ ”

8 So Rabshakeh returned and found the
king of Assyria warring against Libnah;
for he had heard that he had departed
from Lachish.

9 When he heard it said of Tirhakah
king of Ethiopia, “Behold, he has come out
to fight against you,” he sent messengers
again to Hezekiah, saying,

10 “Tell Hezekiah king of Judah this:
‘Don’t let your God in whom you trust de-
ceive you, saying, Jerusalem will not be
given into the hand of the king of Assyria.

11Behold, youhaveheardwhat thekings
of Assyria have done to all lands, by de-
stroying them utterly. Will you be deliv-
ered?

12Have the gods of the nations delivered
them, which my fathers have destroyed—
Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the children of
Eden whowere in Telassar?

13Where is the king of Hamath, the king
ofArpad, and thekingof the city of Sephar-
vaim, of Hena, and Ivvah?’ ”

14Hezekiah received the letter from the
hand of the messengers and read it. Then
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Hezekiah went up to Yahweh’s house, and
spread it before Yahweh.

15Hezekiah prayed before Yahweh, and
said, “Yahweh, the God of Israel, who are
enthroned above the cherubim, you are
the God, even you alone, of all the king-
doms of the earth. You have made heaven
and earth.

16 Incline your ear, Yahweh, and hear.
Openyoureyes, Yahweh, andsee. Hear the
words of Sennacherib, which he has sent
to defy the living God.

17 Truly, Yahweh, the kings of Assyria
have laid waste the nations and their
lands,

18 and have cast their gods into the fire;
for they were no gods, but the work of
men’s hands, wood and stone. Therefore
they have destroyed them.

19Now therefore, Yahweh our God, save
us, I beg you, out of his hand, that all the
kingdoms of the earthmay know that you,
Yahweh, are God alone.”

20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to
Hezekiah, saying, “Yahweh, the God of Is-
rael, says ‘You have prayed to me against
Sennacherib king of Assyria, and I have
heard you.

21This is the word that Yahweh has spo-
ken concerning him: ‘The virgin daughter
ofZionhasdespisedyouandridiculedyou.
The daughter of Jerusalem has shaken her
head at you.

22 Whom have you defied and blas-
phemed? Against whom have you exalted
your voice and liftedupyour eyes onhigh?
Against the Holy One of Israel!

23 By your messengers, you have defied
the Lord, and have said, “With the multi-
tude of my chariots, I have come up to the
height of the mountains, to the innermost
parts of Lebanon, and I will cut down its
tall cedars and its choice cypress trees; and
I will enter into his farthest lodging place,
the forest of his fruitful field.

24 I have dug and drunk strange waters,
and Iwill dryupall the rivers of Egyptwith
the sole of my feet.”

25Haven’t you heard how I have done it
long ago, and formed it of ancient times?
NowIhavebrought it topass, that it should

be yours to lay waste fortified cities into
ruinous heaps.

26 Therefore their inhabitants had little
power. They were dismayed and con-
founded. They were like the grass of the
field and like the green herb, like the grass
on the housetops and like grain blasted
before it has grown up.

27 But I know your sitting down, your
going out, your coming in, and your raging
against me.

28 Because of your raging against me,
and because your arrogance has come up
into my ears, therefore I will put my hook
in your nose, and my bridle in your lips,
and I will turn you back by the way by
which you came.’

29 “This will be the sign to you: This year,
you will eat that which grows of itself, and
in the second year thatwhich springs from
that; and in the third year sow and reap,
and plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

30 The remnant that has escaped of the
house of Judah will again take root down-
ward, and bear fruit upward.

31For out of Jerusalem a remnantwill go
out, and out ofMount Zion thosewho shall
escape. Yahweh’s zeal will perform this.

32 “Therefore Yahweh says concerning
thekingofAssyria, ‘Hewillnot come to this
city, nor shoot an arrow there. He will not
come before it with shield, nor cast up a
mound against it.

33 He will return the same way that he
came, and he will not come to this city,’
says Yahweh.

34 ‘For Iwill defend this city to save it, for
my own sake and for my servant David’s
sake.’ ”

35 That night, Yahweh’s angel went out
and struck one hundred eighty-five thou-
sand in the camp of the Assyrians. When
men arose early in the morning, behold,
these were all dead bodies.

36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria de-
parted, went home, and lived at Nineveh.

37 As he was worshiping in the house
of Nisroch his god, Adrammelech and
Sharezer struck him with the sword; and
they escaped into the land of Ararat. Esar
Haddon his son reigned in his place.
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20
1 In those days Hezekiah was sick and

dying. Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz
came to him, and said to him, “Yahweh
says, ‘Set your house in order; for you will
die, and not live.’ ”

2Then he turned his face to thewall, and
prayed to Yahweh, saying,

3 “Remember now, Yahweh, I beg you,
how I havewalked before you in truth and
with a perfect heart, and have done that
which is good inyour sight.” AndHezekiah
wept bitterly.

4 Before Isaiah had gone out into the
middle part of the city, Yahweh’s word
came to him, saying,

5 “Turn back, and tell Hezekiah the
prince of my people, ‘Yahweh, the God of
David your father, says, “I have heard your
prayer. I have seen your tears. Behold, I
will heal you. On the third day, you will go
up to Yahweh’s house.

6 I will add to your days fifteen years.
I will deliver you and this city out of the
hand of the king of Assyria. I will defend
this city for my own sake, and for my ser-
vant David’s sake.” ’ ”

7 Isaiah said, “Take a cake of figs.”
They took and laid it on the boil, and he

recovered.
8Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What will be

the sign that Yahwehwill healme, and that
I will go up to Yahweh’s house the third
day?”

9 Isaiah said, “This will be the sign to
you from Yahweh, that Yahweh will do
the thing that he has spoken: should the
shadow go forward ten steps, or go back
ten steps?”

10Hezekiah answered, “It is a light thing
for the shadow to go forward ten steps. No,
but let the shadow return backward ten
steps.”

11 Isaiah the prophet cried to Yahweh;
and he brought the shadow ten steps back-
ward, by which it had gone down on the
sundial of Ahaz.

12At that time Berodach Baladan the son
of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters
and a present to Hezekiah, for he had
heard that Hezekiah had been sick.

13 Hezekiah listened to them, and
showed them all the storehouse of his
precious things—the silver, the gold, the
spices, and the precious oil, and the house
of his armor, and all that was found in his
treasures. Therewas nothing in his house,
or in all his dominion, thatHezekiahdidn’t
show them.

14 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King
Hezekiah, and said tohim, “Whatdid these
men say? From where did they come to
you?”
Hezekiah said, “They have come from a

far country, even from Babylon.”
15He said, “What have they seen in your

house?”
Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all

that is in my house. There is nothing
amongmy treasures that I have not shown
them.”

16 Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear Yah-
weh’s word.

17 ‘Behold, the days come that all that is
in your house, and thatwhich your fathers
have laid up in store to this day, will be
carried to Babylon. Nothing will be left,’
says Yahweh.

18 ‘Theywill takeaway someof your sons
who will issue from you, whom you will
father; and they will be eunuchs in the
palace of the king of Babylon.’ ”

19 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “Yah-
weh’s word which you have spoken is
good.” He said moreover, “Isn’t it so, if
peace and truth will be inmy days?”

20 Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah,
and all his might, and how he made the
pool, and the conduit, and brought water
into the city, aren’t theywritten in thebook
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

21 Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and
Manasseh his son reigned in his place.

21
1Manasseh was twelve years old when

he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-
fiveyears in Jerusalem. Hismother’sname
was Hephzibah.

2He did that which was evil in Yahweh’s
sight, after theabominationsof thenations
whomYahwehcast out before the children
of Israel.
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3Forhebuilt again thehighplaceswhich
Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and
he raised up altars for Baal, and made an
Asherah, as Ahab king of Israel did, and
worshiped all the army of the sky, and
served them.

4 He built altars in Yahweh’s house, of
which Yahweh said, “I will putmy name in
Jerusalem.”

5Hebuilt altars forall thearmyof the sky
in the two courts of Yahweh’s house.

6 He made his son to pass through
the fire, practiced sorcery, used enchant-
ments, anddealtwith thosewhohad famil-
iar spirits and with wizards. He did much
evil in Yahweh’s sight, to provoke him to
anger.

7He set the engraved image of Asherah
that he had made in the house of which
Yahweh said to David and to Solomon
his son, “In this house, and in Jerusalem,
which I have chosen out of all the tribes of
Israel, I will put my name forever;

8 Iwill not cause the feet of Israel towan-
der any more out of the land which I gave
their fathers, if only they will observe to
do according to all that I have commanded
them, and according to all the law that my
servant Moses commanded them.”

9 But they didn’t listen, and Manasseh
seduced them to do thatwhich is evilmore
than the nations did whom Yahweh de-
stroyed before the children of Israel.

10 Yahweh spoke by his servants the
prophets, saying,

11 “Because Manasseh king of Judah has
done these abominations, and has done
wickedly above all that the Amorites did,
who were before him, and has also made
Judah to sin with his idols;

12 therefore Yahweh the God of Israel
says, ‘Behold, I will bring such evil on
Jerusalem and Judah that whoever hears
of it, both his ears will tingle.

13 I will stretch over Jerusalem the line
of Samaria, and the plumb line of Ahab’s
house; and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man
wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it up-
side down.

14 I will cast off the remnant of my in-
heritance and deliver them into the hands
of their enemies. They will become a prey
and a plunder to all their enemies,

15 because they have done that which is
evil in my sight, and have provoked me to
anger since the day their fathers came out
of Egypt, even to this day.’ ”

16 Moreover Manasseh shed innocent
blood very much, until he had filled
Jerusalem from one end to another; in
addition to his sin with which he made
Judah to sin, in doing that which was evil
in Yahweh’s sight.

17Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh,
and all that he did, and his sin that he
sinned, aren’t they written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

18 Manasseh slept with his fathers, and
was buried in the garden of his ownhouse,
in the garden of Uzza; and Amon his son
reigned in his place.

19Amonwas twenty-two years oldwhen
he began to reign; and he reigned two
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name
was Meshullemeth the daughter of Haruz
of Jotbah.

20Hedid thatwhichwasevil inYahweh’s
sight, as Manasseh his father did.

21 He walked in all the ways that his
father walked in, and served the idols that
his father served, and worshiped them;

22andhe abandoned Yahweh, theGod of
his fathers, and didn’t walk in the way of
Yahweh.

23 The servants of Amon conspired
against him, and put the king to death in
his own house.

24 But the people of the land killed all
those who had conspired against King
Amon; and the people of the land made
Josiah his son king in his place.

25Nowthe rest of theacts ofAmonwhich
he did, aren’t they written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

26He was buried in his tomb in the gar-
den of Uzza, and Josiah his son reigned in
his place.

22
1 Josiah was eight years old when he

began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name
was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of
Bozkath.
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2 He did that which was right in Yah-
weh’s eyes, and walked in all the ways of
David his father, and didn’t turn away to
the right hand or to the left.

3 In the eighteenth year of King Josiah,
the king sent Shaphan, the son of Azaliah
the son of Meshullam, the scribe, to Yah-
weh’s house, saying,

4 “Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that
he may count the money which is brought
into Yahweh’s house, which the keepers of
the threshold have gathered of the people.

5 Let them deliver it into the hand of
the workers who have the oversight of
Yahweh’s house; and let them give it to
theworkerswho are in Yahweh’s house, to
repair the damage to the house,

6 to the carpenters, and to the builders,
and to the masons, and for buying timber
and cut stone to repair the house.

7However, no accounting shall be asked
of them for themoney delivered into their
hand, for they deal faithfully.”

8Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan
the scribe, “I have found the book of the
law in Yahweh’s house.” Hilkiah delivered
the book to Shaphan, and he read it.

9 Shaphan the scribe came to the king,
and brought the king word again, and
said, “Your servants have emptied out the
money that was found in the house, and
have delivered it into the hands of the
workmen who have the oversight of Yah-
weh’s house.”

10 Shaphan the scribe told the king, say-
ing, “Hilkiah the priest has delivered a
book to me.” Then Shaphan read it before
the king.

11When the king had heard thewords of
the book of the law, he tore his clothes.

12 The king commanded Hilkiah the
priest, Ahikam the sonof Shaphan, Achbor
the son of Micaiah, Shaphan the scribe,
and Asaiah the king’s servant, saying,

13 “Go inquire of Yahweh forme, and for
the people, and for all Judah, concerning
the words of this book that is found; for
great is Yahweh’s wrath that is kindled
against us, because our fathers have not
listened to the words of this book, to do

according to all that which is written con-
cerning us.”

14 So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor,
Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the
prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of
Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the
wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in
the second quarter); and they talked with
her.

15 She said to them, “Yahweh the God of
Israel says, ‘Tell the man who sent you to
me,

16 “Yahweh says, ‘Behold, Iwill bring evil
on this place and on its inhabitants, even
all the words of the bookwhich the king of
Judah has read.

17 Because they have forsaken me and
have burned incense to other gods, that
they might provoke me to anger with all
the work of their hands, therefore my
wrath shall be kindled against this place,
and it will not be quenched.’ ”

18 But to the king of Judah, who sent
you to inquire of Yahweh, tell him, “Yah-
weh theGod of Israel says, ‘Concerning the
words which you have heard,

19 because your heart was tender, and
you humbled yourself before Yahweh
when you heard what I spoke against
this place and against its inhabitants, that
they should become a desolation and a
curse, andhave tornyourclothesandwept
before me, I also have heard you,’ says
Yahweh.

20 ‘Therefore behold, I will gather you to
your fathers, and you will be gathered to
your grave in peace. Your eyes will not
see all the evil which I will bring on this
place.’ ” ’ ” So they brought this message
back to the king.

23
1The king sent, and they gathered to him

all the elders of Judah and of Jerusalem.
2 The king went up to Yahweh’s house,

and all the men of Judah and all the in-
habitants of Jerusalemwith him—with the
priests, the prophets, and all the people,
both small and great; and he read in their
hearing all the words of the book of the
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covenant which was found in Yahweh’s
house.

3 The king stood by the pillar and made
a covenant before Yahweh to walk after
Yahweh and to keep his commandments,
his testimonies, and his statutes with all
his heart and all his soul, to confirm the
words of this covenant that were written
in this book; and all the people agreed to
the covenant.

4 The king commanded Hilkiah the high
priest, and the priests of the second order,
and the keepers of the threshold, to bring
out of Yahweh’s temple all the vessels that
were made for Baal, for the Asherah, and
for all the army of the sky; and he burned
them outside of Jerusalem in the fields
of the Kidron, and carried their ashes to
Bethel.

5 He got rid of the idolatrous priests
whom the kings of Judah had ordained
to burn incense in the high places in the
cities of Judah and in the places around
Jerusalem; those also who burned incense
to Baal, to the sun, to the moon, to the
planets, and to all the army of the sky.

6He brought out the Asherah from Yah-
weh’s house, outside of Jerusalem, to the
brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook
Kidron, and beat it to dust, and cast its dust
on the graves of the common people.

7He broke down the houses of the male
shrine prostitutes that were in Yahweh’s
house, where the women wove hangings
for the Asherah.

8 He brought all the priests out of the
cities of Judah, and defiled the high places
where the priests had burned incense,
from Geba to Beersheba; and he broke
down the high places of the gates that
were at the entrance of the gate of Joshua
the governor of the city, which were on a
man’s left hand at the gate of the city.

9 Nevertheless the priests of the high
places didn’t come up to Yahweh’s altar in
Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened bread
among their brothers.

10 He defiled Topheth, which is in the
valley of the children of Hinnom, that no
manmightmake his son or his daughter to
pass through the fire to Molech.

11He took away the horses that the kings

of Judah had dedicated to the sun, at the
entrance of Yahweh’s house, by the room
of Nathan Melech the officer who was in
the court; and he burned the chariots of
the sun with fire.

12 The king broke down the altars that
were on the roof of the upper room of
Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made,
and the altars which Manasseh had made
in the two courts of Yahweh’s house, and
beat them down from there, and cast their
dust into the brook Kidron.

13 The king defiled the high places that
were before Jerusalem, whichwere on the
right hand of the mountain of corruption,
which Solomon the king of Israel had built
for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sido-
nians, and for Chemosh the abomination
of Moab, and for Milcom the abomination
of the children of Ammon.

14 He broke in pieces the pillars, cut
down the Asherah poles, and filled their
places withmen’s bones.

15Moreover the altar that was at Bethel
and the high place which Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had
made, even that altar and the high place
he broke down; and he burned the high
place and beat it to dust, and burned the
Asherah.

16As Josiah turned himself, he spied the
tombs that were there in the mountain;
and he sent, and took the bones out of
the tombs, and burned them on the altar,
and defiled it, according to Yahweh’s word
which the man of God proclaimed, who
proclaimed these things.

17Thenhe said, “Whatmonument is that
which I see?”
The men of the city told him, “It is the

tomb of the man of God who came from
Judah and proclaimed these things that
you have done against the altar of Bethel.”

18He said, “Let him be! Let no onemove
his bones.” So they let his bones alone,
with the bones of the prophet who came
out of Samaria.

19 All the houses also of the high places
that were in the cities of Samaria, which
the kings of Israel had made to provoke
Yahweh to anger, Josiah took away, and
did to themaccording to all the acts that he
had done in Bethel.
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20 He killed all the priests of the high
places that were there, on the altars, and
burned men’s bones on them; and he re-
turned to Jerusalem.

21 The king commanded all the people,
saying, “Keep thePassover to Yahwehyour
God, as it is written in this book of the
covenant.”

22 Surely there was not kept such a
Passover from the days of the judges who
judged Israel, nor in all the days of the
kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah;

23 but in the eighteenth year of King
Josiah, thisPassoverwaskept toYahweh in
Jerusalem.

24Moreover, Josiah removed those who
had familiar spirits, the wizards, and the
teraphim,†and the idols, andall theabomi-
nations thatwere seen in the land of Judah
and in Jerusalem, that he might confirm
the words of the law which were written
in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in
Yahweh’s house.

25Therewasnoking likehimbeforehim,
who turned to Yahweh with all his heart,
andwithall his soul, andwithall hismight,
according toall the lawofMoses; and there
was none like himwho arose after him.

26Notwithstanding, Yahweh didn’t turn
fromthefiercenessofhis greatwrath,with
which his anger burned against Judah, be-
cause of all the provocation with which
Manasseh had provoked him.

27Yahwehsaid, “Iwill also remove Judah
out of my sight, as I have removed Israel;
and I will cast off this city which I have
chosen, even Jerusalem, and the house of
which I said, ‘My name shall be there.’ ”

28Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and
all that he did, aren’t they written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Ju-
dah?

29 In his days Pharaoh Necoh king of
Egypt went up against the king of Assyria
to the river Euphrates; and King Josiah
went against him, but Pharaoh Necoh
killed him at Megiddo when he saw him.

30 His servants carried him dead in a
chariot from Megiddo, brought him to
Jerusalem, and buried him in his own

tomb. The people of the land took Jehoa-
haz the son of Josiah, and anointed him,
andmade him king in his father’s place.

31 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned three months in Jerusalem. His
mother’s namewas Hamutal the daughter
of Jeremiah of Libnah.

32Hedid thatwhichwasevil inYahweh’s
sight, according to all that his fathers had
done.

33 Pharaoh Necoh put him in bonds at
Riblah in the landofHamath, thathemight
not reign in Jerusalem; and put the land to
a tribute of one hundred talents of silver
and a talent‡ of gold.

34 Pharaoh Necoh made Eliakim the son
of Josiah king in the place of Josiah his fa-
ther, and changed his name to Jehoiakim;
but he took Jehoahaz away, and he came to
Egypt and died there.

35 Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold
to Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to give
the money according to the command-
ment of Pharaoh. He exacted the silver
and the gold of the people of the land, from
everyone according to his assessment, to
give it to Pharaoh Necoh.

36 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s
name was Zebidah the daughter of Peda-
iah of Rumah.

37Hedid thatwhichwasevil inYahweh’s
sight, according to all that his fathers had
done.

24
1 In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of

Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became
his servant three years. Then he turned
and rebelled against him.

2 Yahweh sent against him bands of the
Chaldeans, bands of the Syrians, bands
of the Moabites, and bands of the chil-
dren of Ammon, and sent them against
Judah to destroy it, according to Yahweh’s
word which he spoke by his servants the
prophets.

† 23:24 teraphimwere household idols. ‡ 23:33 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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3Surely at the commandment of Yahweh
this came on Judah, to remove them out of
his sight for the sins of Manasseh, accord-
ing to all that he did,

4 and also for the innocent blood that he
shed; for he filled Jerusalemwith innocent
blood, and Yahwehwould not pardon.

5 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim,
and all that he did, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Judah?

6So Jehoiakim sleptwith his fathers, and
Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place.

7The king of Egypt didn’t come out of his
land anymore; for the king of Babylon had
taken, from the brook of Egypt to the river
Euphrates, all that belonged to the king of
Egypt.

8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned
in Jerusalem three months. His mother’s
name was Nehushta the daughter of El-
nathan of Jerusalem.

9He did that which was evil in Yahweh’s
sight, according to all that his father had
done.

10 At that time the servants of Neb-
uchadnezzar king of Babylon came up to
Jerusalem, and the city was besieged.

11 Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came to the city while his servants were
besieging it,

12and Jehoiachin the king of Judahwent
out to the king of Babylon—he, his mother,
his servants, his princes, and his officers;
and the king of Babylon captured him in
the eighth year of his reign.

13He carried out from there all the trea-
sures of Yahweh’s house and the treasures
of the king’s house, and cut in pieces all
the vessels of gold which Solomon king of
Israel had made in Yahweh’s temple, as
Yahweh had said.

14 He carried away all Jerusalem, and
all the princes, and all the mighty men
of valor, even ten thousand captives, and
all the craftsmen and the smiths. No one
remained except the poorest people of the
land.

15 He carried away Jehoiachin to Baby-
lon, with the king’s mother, the king’s
wives, his officers, and the chiefmenof the

land. He carried them into captivity from
Jerusalem to Babylon.

16All themen ofmight, even seven thou-
sand, and the craftsmen and the smiths
one thousand, all of them strong and fit
for war, even them the king of Babylon
brought captive to Babylon.

17 The king of Babylon made Mattaniah,
Jehoiachin’s father’s brother, king in his
place, and changed his name to Zedekiah.

18 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s
name was Hamutal the daughter of
Jeremiah of Libnah.

19Hedid thatwhichwasevil inYahweh’s
sight, according to all that Jehoiakim had
done.

20For through the anger of Yahweh, this
happened in Jerusalemand Judah, until he
had cast them out from his presence.
Then Zedekiah rebelled against the king

of Babylon.

25
1 In the ninth year of his reign, in the

tenthmonth, in the tenthdayof themonth,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he
and all his army, against Jerusalem, and
encamped against it; and they built forts
against it around it.

2 So the city was besieged until the
eleventh year of King Zedekiah.

3 On the ninth day of the fourth month,
the famine was severe in the city, so that
there was no bread for the people of the
land.

4 Then a breach was made in the city,
and all the men of war fled by night by
the way of the gate between the two walls,
which was by the king’s garden (now the
Chaldeans were against the city around
it); and the king went by the way of the
Arabah.

5 But the Chaldean army pursued the
king, and overtook him in the plains of
Jericho; and all his army was scattered
from him.

6 Then they captured the king and car-
ried him up to the king of Babylon to Ri-
blah; and they passed judgment on him.
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7 They killed Zedekiah’s sons before his
eyes, then put out Zedekiah’s eyes, bound
him in fetters, and carried him to Babylon.

8Now in the fifth month, on the seventh
day of the month, which was the nine-
teenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon,
came to Jerusalem.

9He burned Yahweh’s house, the king’s
house, and all the houses of Jerusalem. He
burned every great house with fire.

10 All the army of the Chaldeans, who
were with the captain of the guard, broke
down the walls around Jerusalem.

11Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard
carried away captive the rest of the people
whowere left in thecityand thosewhohad
deserted to thekingofBabylon—all the rest
of themultitude.

12But the captain of the guard left some
of the poorest of the land to work the vine-
yards and fields.

13 The Chaldeans broke up the pillars of
bronze that were in Yahweh’s house and
the bases and the bronze sea that were in
Yahweh’s house, and carried the bronze
pieces to Babylon.

14 They took away the pots, the shovels,
the snuffers, the spoons, and all the vessels
of bronze with which theyministered.

15 The captain of the guard took away
the fire pans, the basins, that whichwas of
gold, for gold, and that whichwas of silver,
for silver.

16 The two pillars, the one sea, and the
bases, which Solomon had made for Yah-
weh’s house, the bronze of all these vessels
was not weighed.

17 The height of the one pillar was eigh-
teen cubits,† and a capital of bronze was
on it. The height of the capital was three
cubits, with network and pomegranates
on the capital around it, all of bronze; and
the second pillar with its network was like
these.

18 The captain of the guard took Sera-
iah the chief priest, Zephaniah the second

priest, and the three keepers of the thresh-
old;

19 and out of the city he took an officer
who was set over the men of war; and
five men of those who saw the king’s face,
whowere found in the city; and the scribe,
the captain of the army, whomustered the
people of the land, and sixty men of the
people of the land who were found in the
city.

20Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard
took them, andbrought them to the king of
Babylon to Riblah.

21 The king of Babylon attacked them
and put them to death at Riblah in the land
of Hamath. So Judah was carried away
captive out of his land.

22As for the people who were left in the
landof JudahwhomNebuchadnezzarking
of Babylon had left, even over them he
made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son
of Shaphan, governor.

23 Now when all the captains of the
forces, they and their men, heard that the
king of Babylon hadmade Gedaliah gover-
nor, they came toGedaliah toMizpah, even
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, Johanan the
son of Kareah, Seraiah the son of Tan-
humeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah
the son of the Maacathite, they and their
men.

24 Gedaliah swore to them and to their
men, and said to them, “Don’t be afraid
because of the servants of the Chaldeans.
Dwell in the land and serve the king of
Babylon, and it will be well with you.”

25But in the seventhmonth, Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of
the royal offspring came, and tenmenwith
him, and struck Gedaliah so that he died,
with the Jews and the Chaldeans that were
with him at Mizpah.

26 All the people, both small and great,
and the captains of the forces arose and
came to Egypt; for they were afraid of the
Chaldeans.

27 In the thirty-seventh year of the cap-
tivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the
twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day

† 25:17 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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of the month, Evilmerodach king of Baby-
lon, in the year that he began to reign,
released Jehoiachin king of Judah out of
prison,

28and he spoke kindly to him and set his
throne above the throne of the kings who
were with him in Babylon,

29 and changed his prison garments. Je-
hoiachin ate bread before him continually
all the days of his life;

30 and for his allowance, there was a
continual allowance given him from the
king, everydayaportion, all thedays of his
life.
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The First Book of
Chronicles

1Adam, Seth, Enosh,
2Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared,
3Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech,
4Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
5 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog,

Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.
6The sons ofGomer: Ashkenaz, Diphath,

and Togarmah.
7 The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish,

Kittim, and Rodanim.
8 The sons of Ham: Cush, Mizraim, Put,

and Canaan.
9The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabta,

Raama, Sabteca. The sons of Raamah:
Sheba and Dedan.

10Cush became the father of Nimrod. He
began to be amighty one in the earth.

11Mizraim became the father of Ludim,
Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim,

12 Pathrusim, Casluhim (where the
Philistines came from), and Caphtorim.

13Canaan became the father of Sidon his
firstborn, Heth,

14 the Jebusite, the Amorite, the Gir-
gashite,

15 the Hivite, the Arkite, the Sinite,
16 the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and the

Hamathite.
17 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur,

Arpachshad, Lud, Aram, Uz, Hul, Gether,
andMeshech.

18Arpachshad became the father of She-
lah, and Shelah became the father of Eber.

19To Eberwere born two sons: the name
of the one was Peleg, for in his days the
earth was divided; and his brother’s name
was Joktan.

20 Joktan became the father of Almodad,
Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah,

21Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
22Ebal, Abimael, Sheba,
23 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these

were the sons of Joktan.
24 Shem, Arpachshad, Shelah,
25Eber, Peleg, Reu,
26 Serug, Nahor, Terah,
27Abram (also called Abraham).

28 The sons of Abraham: Isaac and Ish-
mael.

29 These are their generations: the first-
born of Ishmael, Nebaioth; then Kedar,
Adbeel, Mibsam,

30 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad,
Tema,

31 Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These
are the sons of Ishmael.

32 The sons of Keturah, Abraham’s con-
cubine: she bore Zimran, Jokshan, Medan,
Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. The sons of
Jokshan: Sheba and Dedan.

33 The sons of Midian: Ephah, Epher,
Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All thesewere
the sons of Keturah.

34 Abraham became the father of Isaac.
The sons of Isaac: Esau and Israel.

35 The sons of Esau: Eliphaz, Reuel,
Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.

36 The sons of Eliphaz: Teman, Omar,
Zephi, Gatam, Kenaz, Timna, and Amalek.

37 The sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah,
Shammah, andMizzah.

38 The sons of Seir: Lotan, Shobal,
Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.

39 The sons of Lotan: Hori and Homam;
and Timnawas Lotan’s sister.

40 The sons of Shobal: Alian, Manahath,
Ebal, Shephi, and Onam. The sons of
Zibeon: Aiah and Anah.

41 The son of Anah: Dishon. The sons
of Dishon: Hamran, Eshban, Ithran, and
Cheran.

42 The sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and
Jaakan. The sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran.

43Now these are the kings who reigned
in the land of Edom, before any king
reigned over the children of Israel: Bela
the son of Beor; and the name of his city
was Dinhabah.

44 Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah
of Bozrah reigned in his place.

45 Jobab died, andHusham of the land of
the Temanites reigned in his place.

46 Husham died, and Hadad the son of
Bedad, who struck Midian in the field of
Moab, reigned in his place; and the name
of his city was Avith.

47Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah
reigned in his place.

48 Samlah died, and Shaul of Rehoboth
by the River reigned in his place.
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49 Shaul died, and Baal Hanan the son of
Achbor reigned in his place.

50 Baal Hanan died, and Hadad reigned
in his place; and the name of his city was
Pai. His wife’s name was Mehetabel, the
daughter ofMatred, the daughter ofMeza-
hab.

51 Then Hadad died. The chiefs of Edom
were: chief Timna, chief Aliah, chief Je-
theth,

52 chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief
Pinon,

53 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief
Mibzar,

54 chief Magdiel, and chief Iram. These
are the chiefs of Edom.

2
1 These are the sons of Israel: Reuben,

Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun,
2 Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad,

and Asher.
3 The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, and

Shelah, which three were born to him of
Shua’s daughter the Canaanitess. Er, Ju-
dah’s firstborn, was wicked in Yahweh’s†
sight; and he killed him.

4 Tamar his daughter-in-law bore him
Perez and Zerah. All the sons of Judah
were five.

5The sons of Perez: Hezron and Hamul.
6 The sons of Zerah: Zimri, Ethan, He-

man, Calcol, and Dara—five of them in all.
7 The son of Carmi: Achar, the troubler

of Israel, who committed a trespass in the
devoted thing.

8The son of Ethan: Azariah.
9 The sons also of Hezron, who were

born to him: Jerahmeel, Ram, and
Chelubai.

10 Ram became the father of Ammi-
nadab, andAmminadabbecamethe father
of Nahshon, prince of the children of Ju-
dah;

11 and Nahshon became the father of
Salma, and Salma became the father of
Boaz,

12 and Boaz became the father of Obed,
and Obed became the father of Jesse;

13and Jessebecamethe fatherofhisfirst-
born Eliab, Abinadab the second, Shimea
the third,

14Nethanel the fourth, Raddai the fifth,
15Ozemthesixth, andDavid the seventh;
16 and their sisters were Zeruiah and

Abigail. The sonsofZeruiah: Abishai, Joab,
and Asahel, three.

17Abigail bore Amasa; and the father of
Amasa was Jether the Ishmaelite.

18Caleb the sonofHezronbecame the fa-
ther of childrenbyAzubahhiswife, andby
Jerioth; and these were her sons: Jesher,
Shobab, and Ardon.

19 Azubah died, and Caleb married
Ephrath, who bore himHur.

20Hur became the father of Uri, and Uri
became the father of Bezalel.

21 Afterward Hezron went in to the
daughter of Machir the father of Gilead,
whom he took as wife when he was sixty
years old; and she bore him Segub.

22 Segub became the father of Jair, who
had twenty-three cities in the land of
Gilead.

23 Geshur and Aram took the towns of
Jair from them, with Kenath, and its vil-
lages, even sixty cities. All these were the
sons of Machir the father of Gilead.

24AfterHezron died in Caleb Ephrathah,
Abijah, Hezron’s wife, bore him Ashhur
the father of Tekoa.

25 The sons of Jerahmeel the firstborn
of Hezron were Ram the firstborn, Bunah,
Oren, Ozem, and Ahijah.

26 Jerahmeel had another wife, whose
name was Atarah. She was the mother of
Onam.

27The sons of Ram the firstborn of Jerah-
meel wereMaaz, Jamin, and Eker.

28The sons of Onamwere Shammai and
Jada. The sons of Shammai: Nadab and
Abishur.

29 The name of the wife of Abishur was
Abihail; and she bore him Ahban and
Molid.

30The sons of Nadab: Seled andAppaim;
but Seled died without children.

31 The son of Appaim: Ishi. The son of
Ishi: Sheshan. The son of Sheshan: Ahlai.

32 The sons of Jada the brother of Sham-
mai: Jether and Jonathan; and Jether died
without children.

33The sons of Jonathan: Peleth andZaza.
These were the sons of Jerahmeel.

† 2:3 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations.
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34 Now Sheshan had no sons, but only
daughters. Sheshan had a servant, an
Egyptian, whose namewas Jarha.

35Sheshangavehis daughter to Jarhahis
servant as wife; and she bore him Attai.

36Attai became the fatherofNathan, and
Nathan became the father of Zabad,

37 and Zabad became the father of
Ephlal, and Ephlal became the father of
Obed,

38 and Obed became the father of Jehu,
and Jehu became the father of Azariah,

39 and Azariah became the father of
Helez, and Helez became the father of
Eleasah,

40 and Eleasah became the father of Sis-
mai, and Sismai became the father of Shal-
lum,

41 and Shallum became the father of
Jekamiah, and Jekamiah became the fa-
ther of Elishama.

42The sons of Caleb the brother of Jerah-
meel were Mesha his firstborn, who was
the father of Ziph, and the sons of Mare-
shah the father of Hebron.

43 The sons of Hebron: Korah, Tappuah,
Rekem, and Shema.

44 Shema became the father of Raham,
the father of Jorkeam; and Rekem became
the father of Shammai.

45 The son of Shammai was Maon; and
Maonwas the father of Beth Zur.

46 Ephah, Caleb’s concubine, bore Ha-
ran, Moza, and Gazez; and Haran became
the father of Gazez.

47 The sons of Jahdai: Regem, Jothan,
Geshan, Pelet, Ephah, and Shaaph.

48Maacah, Caleb’s concubine, bore She-
ber and Tirhanah.

49 She bore also Shaaph the father of
Madmannah, Sheva the father of Mach-
bena and the father of Gibea; and the
daughter of Caleb was Achsah.

50 These were the sons of Caleb, the son
of Hur, the firstborn of Ephrathah: Shobal
the father of Kiriath Jearim,

51 Salma the father of Bethlehem, and
Hareph the father of Beth Gader.

52Shobal the fatherofKiriath Jearimhad
sons: Haroeh, half of the Menuhoth.

53 The families of Kiriath Jearim: the
Ithrites, the Puthites, the Shumathites, and

the Mishraites; from them came the Zo-
rathites and the Eshtaolites.

54 The sons of Salma: Bethlehem, the
Netophathites, Atroth Beth Joab, and half
of the Manahathites, the Zorites.

55 The families of scribes who lived at
Jabez: the Tirathites, the Shimeathites,
and the Sucathites. These are the Kenites
who came from Hammath, the father of
the house of Rechab.

3
1Now these were the sons of David, who

were born to him inHebron: the firstborn,
Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; the
second, Daniel, of Abigail the Carmelitess;

2 the third, Absalom the son of Maacah
the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; the
fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith;

3 thefifth, ShephatiahofAbital; the sixth,
Ithream by Eglah his wife:

4 six were born to him in Hebron; and
he reigned there seven years and six
months. He reigned thirty-three years in
Jerusalem;

5 and these were born to him in
Jerusalem: Shimea, Shobab, Nathan, and
Solomon, four, by Bathshua the daughter
of Ammiel;

6and Ibhar, Elishama, Eliphelet,
7Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia,
8Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet, nine.
9 All these were the sons of David, in

addition to the sons of the concubines; and
Tamar was their sister.

10 Solomon’s son was Rehoboam, Abijah
his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat his son,

11 Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash
his son,

12 Amaziah his son, Azariah his son,
Jotham his son,

13 Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Man-
asseh his son,

14Amon his son, and Josiah his son.
15 The sons of Josiah: the firstborn Jo-

hanan, the second Jehoiakim, the third
Zedekiah, and the fourth Shallum.

16 The sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his
son, and Zedekiah his son.

17 The sons of Jeconiah, the captive:
Shealtiel his son,

18 Malchiram, Pedaiah, Shenazzar,
Jekamiah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah.
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19 The sons of Pedaiah: Zerubbabel and
Shimei. The sons of Zerubbabel: Meshul-
lam and Hananiah; and Shelomith was
their sister;

20andHashubah, Ohel, Berechiah,Hasa-
diah, and Jushab Hesed, five.

21 The sons of Hananiah: Pelatiah and
Jeshaiah; the sons of Rephaiah, the sons
of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, the sons of
Shecaniah.

22 The son of Shecaniah: Shemaiah. The
sons of Shemaiah: Hattush, Igal, Bariah,
Neariah, and Shaphat, six.

23 The sons of Neariah: Elioenai,
Hizkiah, and Azrikam, three.

24 The sons of Elioenai: Hodaviah,
Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub, Johanan, Dela-
iah, and Anani, seven.

4
1 The sons of Judah: Perez, Hezron,

Carmi, Hur, and Shobal.
2 Reaiah the son of Shobal became the

father of Jahath; and Jahath became the
father ofAhumai andLahad. These are the
families of the Zorathites.

3 These were the sons of the father of
Etam: Jezreel, Ishma, and Idbash. The
name of their sister was Hazzelelponi.

4 Penuel was the father of Gedor and
Ezer the father of Hushah. These are the
sons ofHur, thefirstbornof Ephrathah, the
father of Bethlehem.

5 Ashhur the father of Tekoa had two
wives, Helah and Naarah.

6 Naarah bore him Ahuzzam, Hepher,
Temeni, and Haahashtari. These were the
sons of Naarah.

7 The sons of Helah were Zereth, Izhar,
and Ethnan.

8 Hakkoz became the father of Anub,
Zobebah, and the families of Aharhel the
son of Harum.

9 Jabez was more honorable than his
brothers. His mother named him Jabez,†
saying, “Because I bore himwith sorrow.”

10 Jabez called on the God‡ of Israel, say-
ing, “Oh that you would bless me indeed,
and enlargemy border! May your hand be
with me, and may you keep me from evil,
that I may not cause pain!”

God granted him that which he re-
quested.

11Chelub the brother of Shuhah became
the father of Mehir, who was the father of
Eshton.

12 Eshton became the father of Beth
Rapha, Paseah, and Tehinnah the father of
Ir Nahash. These are themen of Recah.

13 The sons of Kenaz: Othniel and Sera-
iah. The sons of Othniel: Hathath.§

14 Meonothai became the father of
Ophrah: and Seraiah became the father
of Joab the father of Ge Harashim, for they
were craftsmen.

15 The sons of Caleb the son of Jephun-
neh: Iru, Elah, and Naam. The son of Elah:
Kenaz.

16 The sons of Jehallelel: Ziph, Ziphah,
Tiria, and Asarel.

17 The sons of Ezrah: Jether, Mered,
Epher, and Jalon; and Mered’s wife bore
Miriam, Shammai, and Ishbah the father
of Eshtemoa.

18 His wife the Jewess bore Jered the
father of Gedor, Heber the father of Soco,
and Jekuthiel the father of Zanoah. These
are the sons of Bithiah the daughter of
Pharaoh, whomMered took.

19 The sons of the wife of Hodiah, the
sister of Naham,were the fathers of Keilah
theGarmite andEshtemoa theMaacathite.

20 The sons of Shimon: Amnon, Rinnah,
Ben Hanan, and Tilon. The sons of Ishi:
Zoheth, and Ben Zoheth.

21The sons of Shelah the son of Judah: Er
the father of Lecah, Laadah the father of
Mareshah, and the families of the house of
those who worked fine linen, of the house
of Ashbea;

22and Jokim, and themenofCozeba, and
Joash, and Saraph, who had dominion in
Moab, and Jashubilehem. These records
are ancient.

23Thesewere the potters, and the inhab-
itants of Netaim and Gederah; they lived
there with the king for his work.

24 The sons of Simeon: Nemuel, Jamin,
Jarib, Zerah, Shaul;

25 Shallum his son, Mibsam his son, and
Mishma his son.

† 4:9 “Jabez” sounds similar to the Hebrewword for “pain”. ‡ 4:10 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑
(Elohim). § 4:13 Greek and Vulgate add “andMeonothai”
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26 The sons of Mishma: Hammuel his
son, Zaccur his son, Shimei his son.

27 Shimei had sixteen sons and six
daughters; but his brothers didn’t have
many children, and all their family didn’t
multiply like the children of Judah.

28 They lived at Beersheba, Moladah,
Hazarshual,

29at Bilhah, at Ezem, at Tolad,
30at Bethuel, at Hormah, at Ziklag,
31 at Beth Marcaboth, Hazar Susim, at

Beth Biri, and at Shaaraim. These were
their cities until David’s reign.

32 Their villages were Etam, Ain, Rim-
mon, Tochen, and Ashan, five cities;

33and all their villages thatwere around
the same cities, as far as Baal. These were
their settlements, and they kept their ge-
nealogy.

34Meshobab, Jamlech, Joshah the son of
Amaziah,

35 Joel, Jehu the son of Joshibiah, the son
of Seraiah, the son of Asiel,

36 Elioenai, Jaakobah, Jeshohaiah, Asa-
iah, Adiel, Jesimiel, Benaiah,

37 and Ziza the son of Shiphi, the son of
Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son of Shimri,
the son of Shemaiah—

38 these mentioned by name were
princes in their families. Their fathers’
houses increased greatly.

39 They went to the entrance of Gedor,
even to the east side of the valley, to seek
pasture for their flocks.

40They found rich, goodpasture, and the
land was wide, and quiet, and peaceful,
for those who lived there before were de-
scended fromHam.

41 These written by name came in the
days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and struck
their tents and the Meunim who were
found there; and they destroyed them ut-
terly to this day, and lived in their place,
because there was pasture there for their
flocks.

42 Some of them, even of the sons of
Simeon, five hundredmen, went toMount
Seir, having for their captains Pelatiah,
Neariah, Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the sons of
Ishi.

43 They struck the remnant of the
Amalekites who escaped, and have lived

there to this day.

5
1 The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Is-

rael (for he was the firstborn, but because
he defiled his father’s couch, his birthright
was given to the sons of Joseph the son of
Israel; and the genealogy is not to be listed
according to the birthright.

2For Judahprevailedabovehisbrothers,
and from him came the prince; but the
birthright was Joseph’s)—

3 the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Is-
rael: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.

4The sons of Joel: Shemaiah his son, Gog
his son, Shimei his son,

5Micah his son, Reaiah his son, Baal his
son,

6 and Beerah his son, whom Tilgath Pil-
neserkingofAssyria carriedawaycaptive.
He was prince of the Reubenites.

7Hisbrothersby their families,when the
genealogy of their generations was listed:
the chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah,

8 and Bela the son of Azaz, the son of
Shema, the son of Joel, who lived in Aroer,
even to Nebo and Baal Meon;

9 and he lived eastward even to the en-
trance of the wilderness from the river
Euphrates, because their livestock were
multiplied in the land of Gilead.

10 In the days of Saul, they made war
with the Hagrites, who fell by their hand;
and they lived in their tents throughout all
the land east of Gilead.

11 The sons of Gad lived beside them in
the land of Bashan to Salecah:

12 Joel the chief, Shapham the second,
Janai, and Shaphat in Bashan.

13Theirbrothers of their fathers’houses:
Michael, Meshullam, Sheba, Jorai, Jacan,
Zia, and Eber, seven.

14Thesewere the sons ofAbihail, the son
ofHuri, the sonof Jaroah, the sonofGilead,
the son ofMichael, the son of Jeshishai, the
son of Jahdo, the son of Buz;

15Ahi the son of Abdiel, the son of Guni,
chief of their fathers’ houses.

16 They lived in Gilead in Bashan and in
its towns, and in all the pasture lands of
Sharon as far as their borders.
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17All these were listed by genealogies in
thedaysof Jothamkingof Judah, and in the
days of Jeroboam king of Israel.

18 The sons of Reuben, the Gadites, and
the half-tribe ofManasseh, of valiantmen,
men able to bear buckler and sword, able
to shootwith bow, and skillful inwar,were
forty-four thousand seven hundred sixty
that were able to go out to war.

19 They made war with the Hagrites,
with Jetur, and Naphish, and Nodab.

20 They were helped against them, and
the Hagrites were delivered into their
hand, andallwhowerewith them; for they
cried toGod in the battle, and he answered
them because they put their trust in him.

21 They took away their livestock: of
their camels fifty thousand, and of sheep
two hundred fifty thousand, and of don-
keys two thousand, and of men one hun-
dred thousand.

22 For many fell slain, because the war
was of God. They lived in their place until
the captivity.

23 The children of the half-tribe of Man-
asseh lived in the land. They increased
from Bashan to Baal Hermon, Senir, and
Mount Hermon.

24 These were the heads of their fa-
thers’ houses: Epher, Ishi, Eliel, Azriel,
Jeremiah, Hodaviah, and Jahdiel—mighty
men of valor, famous men, heads of their
fathers’ houses.

25 They trespassed against the God of
their fathers, and played the prostitute
after the gods of the peoples of the land
whomGod destroyed before them.

26So theGodof Israel stirredup the spirit
of Pul king of Assyria, and the spirit of Til-
gath Pilneser king of Assyria, and he car-
ried away the Reubenites, the Gadites, and
the half-tribe of Manasseh, and brought
them to Halah, Habor, Hara, and to the
river of Gozan, to this day.

6
1The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and

Merari.
2 The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar,

Hebron, and Uzziel.

3The children of Amram: Aaron, Moses,
and Miriam. The sons of Aaron: Nadab,
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

4Eleazar became the father of Phinehas,
Phinehas became the father of Abishua,

5 Abishua became the father of Bukki.
Bukki became the father of Uzzi.

6 Uzzi became the father of Zerahiah.
Zerahiah became the father of Meraioth.

7 Meraioth became the father of
Amariah. Amariah became the father of
Ahitub.

8 Ahitub became the father of Zadok.
Zadok became the father of Ahimaaz.

9Ahimaaz became the father of Azariah.
Azariah became the father of Johanan.

10 Johananbecame the father ofAzariah,
who executed the priest’s office in the
house that Solomon built in Jerusalem.

11 Azariah became the father of
Amariah. Amariah became the father of
Ahitub.

12 Ahitub became the father of Zadok.
Zadok became the father of Shallum.

13Shallum became the father of Hilkiah.
Hilkiah became the father of Azariah.

14Azariah became the father of Seraiah.
Seraiah became the father of Jehozadak.

15 Jehozadak went into captivity when
Yahweh carried Judah and Jerusalem
away by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar.

16 The sons of Levi: Gershom, Kohath,
andMerari.

17 These are the names of the sons of
Gershom: Libni and Shimei.

18 The sons of Kohath were Amram,
Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

19 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi.
These are the families of the Levites ac-
cording to their fathers’ households.

20Of Gershom: Libni his son, Jahath his
son, Zimmah his son,

21 Joah his son, Iddo his son, Zerah his
son, and Jeatherai his son.

22 The sons of Kohath: Amminadab his
son, Korah his son, Assir his son,

23Elkanah his son, Ebiasaph his son, As-
sir his son,

24 Tahath his son, Uriel his son, Uzziah
his son, and Shaul his son.

25The sons of Elkanah: Amasai and Ahi-
moth.

26 As for Elkanah, the sons of Elkanah:
Zophai his son, Nahath his son,
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27 Eliab his son, Jeroham his son, and
Elkanah his son.

28The sons of Samuel: the firstborn, Joel,
and the second, Abijah.

29 The sons of Merari: Mahli, Libni his
son, Shimei his son, Uzzah his son,

30 Shimea his son, Haggiah his son, Asa-
iah his son.

31 These are they whom David set over
the service of song in Yahweh’s house after
the ark came to rest there.

32 They ministered with song before
the tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting un-
til Solomon had built Yahweh’s house in
Jerusalem. They performed the duties of
their office according to their order.

33These are those who served, and their
sons. Of the sons of the Kohathites: He-
man the singer, the son of Joel, the son of
Samuel,

34 the sonofElkanah, the sonof Jeroham,
the son of Eliel, the son of Toah,

35 the sonofZuph, the sonofElkanah, the
son of Mahath, the son of Amasai,

36 the son of Elkanah, the son of Joel, the
son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah,

37 the son of Tahath, the son of Assir, the
son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah,

38 the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the
son of Levi, the son of Israel.

39 His brother Asaph, who stood on
his right hand, even Asaph the son of
Berechiah, the son of Shimea,

40 the sonofMichael, the sonofBaaseiah,
the son of Malchijah,

41 the son of Ethni, the son of Zerah, the
son of Adaiah,

42 the son of Ethan, the son of Zimmah,
the son of Shimei,

43 the son of Jahath, the son of Gershom,
the son of Levi.

44 On the left hand their brothers the
sons of Merari: Ethan the son of Kishi, the
son of Abdi, the son of Malluch,

45 the son of Hashabiah, the son of
Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah,

46 the son of Amzi, the son of Bani, the
son of Shemer,

47 the son of Mahli, the son of Mushi, the
son of Merari, the son of Levi.

48 Their brothers the Levites were ap-
pointed for all the service of the tabernacle
of God’s house.

49But Aaron and his sons offered on the
altar of burnt offering, and on the altar of
incense, for all the work of the most holy
place, and to make atonement for Israel,
according to all that Moses the servant of
God had commanded.

50 These are the sons of Aaron: Eleazar
his son, Phinehas his son, Abishua his son,

51 Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah
his son,

52 Meraioth his son, Amariah his son,
Ahitub his son,

53Zadok his son, and Ahimaaz his son.
54 Now these are their dwelling places

according to their encampments in their
borders: to the sons of Aaron, of the fam-
ilies of the Kohathites (for theirs was the
first lot),

55 to them they gave Hebron in the land
of Judah, and its pasture lands around it;

56but thefieldsof thecityand its villages,
they gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh.

57 To the sons of Aaron they gave the
cities of refuge, Hebron, Libnah also with
its pasture lands, Jattir, Eshtemoa with its
pasture lands,

58 Hilen with its pasture lands, Debir
with its pasture lands,

59Ashanwith its pasture lands, and Beth
Shemesh with its pasture lands;

60and out of the tribe of Benjamin, Geba
with its pasture lands, Allemeth with its
pasture lands, and Anathoth with its pas-
ture lands. All their cities throughout their
families were thirteen cities.

61 To the rest of the sons of Kohath were
given by lot, out of the family of the tribe,
out of the half-tribe, the half of Manasseh,
ten cities.

62 To the sons of Gershom, according to
their families, out of the tribe of Issachar,
and out of the tribe of Asher, and out of
the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the tribe
of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities.

63To the sonsofMerariweregivenby lot,
according to their families, out of the tribe
of Reuben, and out of the tribe of Gad, and
out of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities.

64 The children of Israel gave to the
Levites the cities with their pasture lands.

65They gave by lot out of the tribe of the
children of Judah, and out of the tribe of
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the children of Simeon, and out of the tribe
of the children of Benjamin, these cities
which arementioned by name.

66 Some of the families of the sons of
Kohath had cities of their borders out of
the tribe of Ephraim.

67They gave to them the cities of refuge,
Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim
with its pasture lands and Gezer with its
pasture lands,

68 Jokmeam with its pasture lands, Beth
Horon with its pasture lands,

69 Aijalon with its pasture lands, Gath
Rimmonwith its pasture lands;

70 and out of the half-tribe of Manasseh,
Aner with its pasture lands, and Bileam
with its pasture lands, for the rest of the
family of the sons of Kohath.

71 To the sons of Gershom were given,
out of the family of the half-tribe of Man-
asseh, Golan in Bashan with its pasture
lands, and Ashtaroth with its pasture
lands;

72andout of the tribe of Issachar, Kedesh
with its pasture lands, Daberath with its
pasture lands,

73 Ramoth with its pasture lands, and
Anemwith its pasture lands;

74 and out of the tribe of Asher, Mashal
with its pasture lands, Abdon with its pas-
ture lands,

75Hukok with its pasture lands, and Re-
hob with its pasture lands;

76 and out of the tribe of Naphtali,
Kedesh in Galilee with its pasture lands,
Hammon with its pasture lands, and
Kiriathaimwith its pasture lands.

77 To the rest of the Levites, the sons
of Merari, were given, out of the tribe of
Zebulun, Rimmono with its pasture lands,
and Tabor with its pasture lands;

78 and beyond the Jordan at Jericho, on
the east side of the Jordan, were given
them out of the tribe of Reuben: Bezer
in the wilderness with its pasture lands,
Jahzah with its pasture lands,

79Kedemoth with its pasture lands, and
Mephaath with its pasture lands;

80 and out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in
Gilead with its pasture lands, Mahanaim
with its pasture lands,

81 Heshbon with its pasture lands, and
Jazer with its pasture lands.

7
1 Of the sons of Issachar: Tola, Puah,

Jashub, and Shimron, four.
2The sons of Tola: Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel,

Jahmai, Ibsam, and Shemuel, heads of
their fathers’ houses, of Tola; mighty men
of valor in their generations. Their num-
ber in the days of David was twenty-two
thousand six hundred.

3 The son of Uzzi: Izrahiah. The sons
of Izrahiah: Michael, Obadiah, Joel, and
Isshiah, five; all of them chief men.

4With them, by their generations, after
their fathers’ houses, were bands of the
army for war, thirty-six thousand; for they
hadmanywives and sons.

5 Their brothers among all the families
of Issachar, mighty men of valor, listed in
all by genealogy, were eighty-seven thou-
sand.

6 The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher,
and Jediael, three.

7 The sons of Bela: Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel,
Jerimoth, and Iri, five; heads of fathers’
houses, mighty men of valor; and they
were listed by genealogy twenty-two thou-
sand thirty-four.

8 The sons of Becher: Zemirah, Joash,
Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jeremoth, Abijah,
Anathoth, and Alemeth. All thesewere the
sons of Becher.

9 They were listed by genealogy, after
their generations, heads of their fathers’
houses, mighty men of valor, twenty thou-
sand two hundred.

10 The son of Jediael: Bilhan. The
sons of Bilhan: Jeush, Benjamin, Ehud,
Chenaanah, Zethan, Tarshish, and Ahisha-
har.

11All these were sons of Jediael, accord-
ing to the heads of their fathers’ house-
holds, mighty men of valor, seventeen
thousand two hundred, who were able to
go out in the army for war.

12Sowere Shuppim,Huppim, the sons of
Ir, Hushim, and the sons of Aher.

13 The sons of Naphtali: Jahziel, Guni,
Jezer, Shallum, and the sons of Bilhah.
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14 The sons of Manasseh: Asriel, whom
his concubine the Aramitess bore. She
bore Machir the father of Gilead.

15 Machir took a wife of Huppim
and Shuppim, whose sister’s name was
Maacah. The name of the second was
Zelophehad; and Zelophehad had daugh-
ters.

16Maacah thewife of Machir bore a son,
and she named him Peresh. The name of
hisbrotherwasSheresh; andhis sonswere
Ulam and Rakem.

17 The sons of Ulam: Bedan. These were
the sons of Gilead the son of Machir, the
son of Manasseh.

18His sisterHammolecheth bore Ishhod,
Abiezer, andMahlah.

19 The sons of Shemida were Ahian,
Shechem, Likhi, and Aniam.

20 The sons of Ephraim: Shuthelah,
Bered his son, Tahath his son, Eleadah his
son, Tahath his son,

21Zabad his son, Shuthelah his son, Ezer,
and Elead, whom the men of Gath who
were born in the land killed, because they
came down to take away their livestock.

22 Ephraim their father mourned many
days, and his brothers came to comfort
him.

23 He went in to his wife, and she con-
ceived and bore a son, and he named him
Beriah,† because there was trouble with
his house.

24His daughter was Sheerah, who built
Beth Horon the lower and the upper, and
Uzzen Sheerah.

25 Rephah was his son, Resheph his son,
Telah his son, Tahan his son,

26 Ladan his son, Ammihud his son, El-
ishama his son,

27Nun his son, and Joshua his son.
28 Their possessions and settlements

were Bethel and its towns, and eastward
Naaran, and westward Gezer with its
towns; Shechem also and its towns, to
Azzah and its towns;

29 and by the borders of the children
of Manasseh, Beth Shean and its towns,
Taanach and its towns, Megiddo and its
towns, andDorand its towns. The children
of Joseph the son of Israel lived in these.

30 The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah,
Ishvi, and Beriah. Serah was their sister.

31 The sons of Beriah: Heber and
Malchiel, who was the father of Birzaith.

32 Heber became the father of Japhlet,
Shomer, Hotham, and Shua their sister.

33 The sons of Japhlet: Pasach, Bimhal,
and Ashvath. These are the children of
Japhlet.

34 The sons of Shemer: Ahi, Rohgah, Je-
hubbah, and Aram.

35 The sons of Helem his brother:
Zophah, Imna, Shelesh, and Amal.

36The sons of Zophah: Suah, Harnepher,
Shual, Beri, Imrah,

37Bezer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, Ithran,
and Beera.

38 The sons of Jether: Jephunneh, Pispa,
and Ara.

39 The sons of Ulla: Arah, Hanniel, and
Rizia.

40 All these were the children of Asher,
heads of the fathers’ houses, choice and
mighty men of valor, chief of the princes.
The number of them listed by genealogy
for service inwarwas twenty-six thousand
men.

8
1Benjamin became the father of Bela his

firstborn, Ashbel the second, Aharah the
third,

2Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth.
3Bela had sons: Addar, Gera, Abihud,
4Abishua, Naaman, Ahoah,
5Gera, Shephuphan, and Huram.
6 These are the sons of Ehud. These

are the heads of fathers’ households of
the inhabitants of Geba, whowere carried
captive to Manahath:

7 Naaman, Ahijah, and Gera, who car-
ried them captive; and he became the fa-
ther of Uzza and Ahihud.

8 Shaharaim became the father of chil-
dren in the field ofMoab, after he had sent
them away. Hushim and Baara were his
wives.

9 By Hodesh his wife, he became the
father of Jobab, Zibia, Mesha, Malcam,

10 Jeuz, Shachia, and Mirmah. These
were his sons, heads of fathers’ house-
holds.

11 By Hushim, he became the father of
Abitub and Elpaal.

† 7:23 “Beriah” is similar to the Hebrewword for “misfortune”.
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12The sons of Elpaal: Eber, Misham, and
Shemed, who built Ono and Lod, with its
towns;

13 and Beriah and Shema, who were
heads of fathers’ households of the inhab-
itants of Aijalon, who put to flight the in-
habitants of Gath;

14and Ahio, Shashak, Jeremoth,
15Zebadiah, Arad, Eder,
16Michael, Ishpah, Joha, the sons of Be-

riah,
17Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hizki, Heber,
18 Ishmerai, Izliah, Jobab, the sons of

Elpaal,
19 Jakim, Zichri, Zabdi,
20Elienai, Zillethai, Eliel,
21Adaiah, Beraiah, Shimrath, the sons of

Shimei,
22 Ishpan, Eber, Eliel,
23Abdon, Zichri, Hanan,
24Hananiah, Elam, Anthothijah,
25 Iphdeiah, Penuel, the sons of Shashak,
26 Shamsherai, Shehariah, Athaliah,
27 Jaareshiah, Elijah, Zichri, and the sons

of Jeroham.
28 These were heads of fathers’ house-

holds throughout their generations, chief
men. These lived in Jerusalem.

29 The father of Gibeon, whose wife’s
namewasMaacah, lived in Gibeon

30 with his firstborn son Abdon, Zur,
Kish, Baal, Nadab,

31Gedor, Ahio, Zecher,
32 and Mikloth, who became the father

of Shimeah. They also lived with their
families in Jerusalem, near their relatives.

33 Ner became the father of Kish. Kish
became the fatherof Saul. Saul became the
father of Jonathan,Malchishua, Abinadab,
and Eshbaal.

34 The son of Jonathan was Merib-baal.
Merib-baal became the father of Micah.

35 The sons of Micah: Pithon, Melech,
Tarea, and Ahaz.

36Ahaz became the father of Jehoaddah.
Jehoaddah became the father of Alemeth,
Azmaveth, and Zimri. Zimri became the
father of Moza.

37 Moza became the father of Binea.
Raphah was his son, Eleasah his son, and
Azel his son.

38 Azel had six sons, whose names
are these: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael,
Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan. All these
were the sons of Azel.

39 The sons of Eshek his brother: Ulam
his firstborn, Jeush the second, and
Eliphelet the third.

40 The sons of Ulam were mighty men
of valor, archers, and had many sons, and
grandsons, one hundred fifty. All these
were of the sons of Benjamin.

9
1 So all Israel were listed by genealogies;

and behold,† they are written in the book
of the kings of Israel. Judah was carried
away captive to Babylon for their disobe-
dience.

2Now the first inhabitants who lived in
theirpossessions in their citieswere Israel,
the priests, the Levites, and the temple
servants.

3 In Jerusalem, there livedof thechildren
of Judah, of the children of Benjamin, and
of the children of Ephraim andManasseh:

4 Uthai the son of Ammihud, the son of
Omri, the sonof Imri, the sonofBani, of the
children of Perez the son of Judah.

5Of the Shilonites: Asaiah the firstborn
and his sons.

6 Of the sons of Zerah: Jeuel and their
brothers, six hundred ninety.

7Of the sons of Benjamin: Sallu the son
ofMeshullam, the sonofHodaviah, the son
of Hassenuah;

8 and Ibneiah the son of Jeroham, and
Elah the son of Uzzi, the son ofMichri; and
Meshullam the son of Shephatiah, the son
of Reuel, the son of Ibnijah;

9 and their brothers, according to their
generations, nine hundred fifty-six. All
these men were heads of fathers’ house-
holds by their fathers’ houses.

10 Of the priests: Jedaiah, Jehoiarib,
Jachin,

11andAzariah the sonofHilkiah, the son
of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of
Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler of
God’s house;

† 9:1 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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12andAdaiah thesonof Jeroham, theson
of Pashhur, the son ofMalchijah; andMaa-
sai the sonofAdiel, the sonof Jahzerah, the
sonofMeshullam, the sonofMeshillemith,
the son of Immer;

13 and their brothers, heads of their fa-
thers’ houses, one thousand seven hun-
dred sixty; theywerevery ablemen for the
work of the service of God’s house.

14 Of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of
Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of
Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari;

15 and Bakbakkar, Heresh, Galal, and
Mattaniah the son of Mica, the son of
Zichri, the son of Asaph,

16and Obadiah the son of Shemaiah, the
son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun; and
Berechiah the son of Asa, the son of Elka-
nah, who lived in the villages of the Ne-
tophathites.

17The gatekeepers: Shallum, Akkub, Tal-
mon, Ahiman, and their brothers (Shallum
was the chief),

18 who previously served in the king’s
gate eastward. They were the gatekeepers
for the camp of the children of Levi.

19Shallumwas the sonofKore, the sonof
Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, and his broth-
ers, of his father’s house, the Korahites,
were over the work of the service, keepers
of the thresholds of the tent. Their fathers
had been over Yahweh’s camp, keepers of
the entry.

20Phinehas the son of Eleazar was ruler
over them in time past, and Yahweh was
with him.

21 Zechariah the son of Meshelemiah
was gatekeeper of the door of the Tent of
Meeting.

22All these who were chosen to be gate-
keepers in the thresholds were two hun-
dred twelve. These were listed by ge-
nealogy in their villages, whom David and
Samuel the seer ordained in their office of
trust.

23 So they and their children had the
oversight of the gates of Yahweh’s house,
even the house of the tent, as guards.

24 On the four sides were the gatekeep-
ers, toward the east, west, north, and
south.

25 Their brothers, in their villages, were
to come in every seven days from time to

time to be with them,
26 for the four chief gatekeepers, who

were Levites, were in an office of trust,
and were over the rooms and over the
treasuries in God’s house.

27 They stayed around God’s house, be-
cause that was their duty; and it was their
duty to open it morning bymorning.

28 Certain of them were in charge of the
vessels of service, for these were brought
in by count, and these were taken out by
count.

29 Some of them also were appointed
over the furniture, and over all the vessels
of the sanctuary, over the fine flour, the
wine, the oil, the frankincense, and the
spices.

30 Some of the sons of the priests pre-
pared themixing of the spices.

31 Mattithiah, one of the Levites, who
was the firstborn of Shallum the Korahite,
had the office of trust over the things that
were baked in pans.

32 Some of their brothers, of the sons of
the Kohathites, were over the show bread,
to prepare it every Sabbath.

33These are the singers, heads of fathers’
households of the Levites, who lived in the
rooms and were free from other service,
for they were employed in their work day
and night.

34 These were heads of fathers’ house-
holds of the Levites, throughout their
generations, chief men. They lived at
Jerusalem.

35 Jeiel the fatherofGibeon,whosewife’s
namewasMaacah, lived in Gibeon.

36His firstborn sonwas Abdon, then Zur,
Kish, Baal, Ner, Nadab,

37Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah, andMikloth.
38 Mikloth became the father of

Shimeam. They also lived with their
relatives in Jerusalem, near their relatives.

39 Ner became the father of Kish. Kish
became the fatherof Saul. Saul became the
father of Jonathan,Malchishua, Abinadab,
and Eshbaal.

40 The son of Jonathan was Merib-baal.
Merib-baal became the father of Micah.

41 The sons of Micah: Pithon, Melech,
Tahrea, and Ahaz.

42Ahazbecame the fatherof Jarah. Jarah
became the father of Alemeth, Azmaveth,
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and Zimri. Zimri became the father of
Moza.

43 Moza became the father of Binea,
Rephaiahhis son, Eleasahhis son, andAzel
his son.

44 Azel had six sons, whose names are
Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah,
Obadiah, and Hanan. These were the sons
of Azel.

10
1 Now the Philistines fought against Is-

rael; and the men of Israel fled from be-
fore the Philistines, and fell down slain on
Mount Gilboa.

2 The Philistines followed hard af-
ter Saul and after his sons; and the
Philistines killed Jonathan, Abinadab, and
Malchishua, the sons of Saul.

3 The battle went hard against Saul, and
the archers overtook him; and he was dis-
tressed by reason of the archers.

4 Then Saul said to his armor bearer,
“Draw your sword, and thrust me through
with it, lest these uncircumcised come and
abuseme.”
But his armor bearer would not, for

he was terrified. Therefore Saul took his
sword and fell on it.

5When his armor bearer saw that Saul
was dead, he likewise fell onhis sword and
died.

6So Saul diedwith his three sons; and all
his house died together.

7When all themen of Israel whowere in
the valley saw that they fled, and that Saul
and his sons were dead, they abandoned
their cities, and fled; and the Philistines
came and lived in them.

8 On the next day, when the Philistines
came to strip the slain, they foundSaul and
his sons fallen onMount Gilboa.

9 They stripped him and took his head
and his armor, then sent into the land of
the Philistines all around to carry thenews
to their idols and to the people.

10 They put his armor in the house of
their gods, and fastened his head in the
house of Dagon.

11When all Jabesh Gilead heard all that
the Philistines had done to Saul,

12 all the valiant men arose and took
away the body of Saul and the bodies
of his sons, and brought them to Jabesh,

and buried their bones under the oak in
Jabesh, and fasted seven days.

13 So Saul died for his trespass which
he committed against Yahweh, because of
Yahweh’s word, which he didn’t keep, and
also because he asked counsel of one who
had a familiar spirit, to inquire,

14 and didn’t inquire of Yahweh. There-
forehekilledhim, and turned thekingdom
over to David the son of Jesse.

11
1 Then all Israel gathered themselves to

David to Hebron, saying, “Behold, we are
your bone and your flesh.

2 In times past, even when Saul was
king, it was you who led out and brought
in Israel. Yahweh your God said to you,
‘You shall be shepherd ofmy people Israel,
and you shall be prince over my people
Israel.’ ”

3 So all the elders of Israel came to
the king to Hebron; and David made a
covenantwith them inHebronbefore Yah-
weh. TheyanointedDavidkingover Israel,
according to Yahweh’s word by Samuel.

4David and all Israel went to Jerusalem
(also called Jebus); and the Jebusites, the
inhabitants of the land, were there.

5 The inhabitants of Jebus said to David,
“You will not come in here!” Nevertheless
David took the stronghold of Zion. The
same is David’s city.

6 David had said, “Whoever strikes the
Jebusites first shall be chief and captain.”
Joab the son of Zeruiah went up first, and
wasmade chief.

7 David lived in the stronghold; there-
fore they called it David’s city.

8He built the city all around, fromMillo
even around; and Joab repaired the rest of
the city.

9 David grew greater and greater, for
Yahweh of Armies was with him.

10Now these are the chief of the mighty
menwhomDavid had, who showed them-
selves strong with him in his kingdom,
together with all Israel, to make him king,
according to Yahweh’s word concerning
Israel.

11 This is the number of the mighty men
whom David had: Jashobeam, the son of
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a Hachmonite, the chief of the thirty; he
lifted up his spear against three hundred
and killed them at one time.

12After himwasEleazar the son ofDodo,
the Ahohite, who was one of the three
mighty men.

13 He was with David at Pasdammim,
and there the Philistines were gathered
together to battle, where there was a plot
of ground full of barley; and the people
fled from before the Philistines.

14 They stood in the middle of the plot,
defended it, and killed the Philistines; and
Yahweh saved them by a great victory.

15 Three of the thirty chief men went
down to the rock to David, into the cave of
Adullam; and the army of the Philistines
were encamped in the valley of Rephaim.

16David was then in the stronghold, and
the garrison of the Philistines was in Beth-
lehem at that time.

17 David longed, and said, “Oh, that
someone would give me water to drink
fromthewell ofBethlehem,which isby the
gate!”

18 The three broke through the army of
the Philistines, and drew water out of the
well of Bethlehem that was by the gate,
took it, and brought it to David; but David
would not drink any of it, but poured it out
to Yahweh,

19 and said, “My God forbid me, that I
should do this! Shall I drink the blood
of these men who have put their lives in
jeopardy?” For they risked their lives to
bring it. Therefore he would not drink it.
The threemighty men did these things.

20Abishai, the brother of Joab, was chief
of the three; for he lifted up his spear
against three hundred and killed them,
and had a name among the three.

21 Of the three, he was more honorable
than the two, and was made their captain;
however he wasn’t included in the three.

22 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son
of a valiantman of Kabzeel, who had done
mighty deeds, killed the two sons of Ariel
of Moab. He also went down and killed a
lion in themiddle of a pit on a snowy day.

23He killed an Egyptian, a man of great
stature, five cubits† high. In the Egyptian’s
hand was a spear like a weaver’s beam;
and he went down to him with a staff,
plucked the spear out of the Egyptian’s
hand, and killed himwith his own spear.

24Benaiah the son of Jehoiada did these
things and had a name among the three
mighty men.

25 Behold, he was more honorable than
the thirty, but he didn’t attain to the three;
and David set him over his guard.

26The mighty men of the armies also in-
clude Asahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan
the son of Dodo of Bethlehem,

27 Shammoth the Harorite, Helez the
Pelonite,

28 Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite,
Abiezer the Anathothite,

29 Sibbecai the Hushathite, Ilai the Aho-
hite,

30 Maharai the Netophathite, Heled the
son of Baanah the Netophathite,

31 Ithai the son of Ribai of Gibeah of
the children of Benjamin, Benaiah the Pi-
rathonite,

32Hurai of the brooks of Gaash, Abiel the
Arbathite,

33 Azmaveth the Baharumite, Eliahba
the Shaalbonite,

34 the sons of Hashem the Gizonite,
Jonathan the son of Shagee the Hararite,

35 Ahiam the son of Sacar the Hararite,
Eliphal the son of Ur,

36 Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the
Pelonite,

37Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai the son of
Ezbai,

38 Joel the brother of Nathan,Mibhar the
son of Hagri,

39 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the
Berothite (thearmorbearerof Joab the son
of Zeruiah),

40 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite,
41 Uriah the Hittite, Zabad the son of

Ahlai,
42 Adina the son of Shiza the Reubenite

(a chief of the Reubenites), and thirty with
him,

† 11:23 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. Therefore this Egyptian was about 7 feet and 6 inches or 2.28 meters tall.
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43 Hanan the son of Maacah, Joshaphat
the Mithnite,

44 Uzzia the Ashterathite, Shama and
Jeiel the sons of Hotham the Aroerite,

45 Jediael the son of Shimri, and Joha his
brother, the Tizite,

46 Eliel the Mahavite, and Jeribai, and
Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam, and Ithmah
theMoabite,

47Eliel, Obed, and Jaasiel the Mezobaite.

12
1Nowthese are thosewhocame toDavid

to Ziklag while he was a fugitive from Saul
the son of Kish. They were among the
mighty men, his helpers in war.

2Theywere armedwith bows, and could
useboth therighthandand the left in sling-
ing stones and in shooting arrows from the
bow. They were of Saul’s relatives of the
tribe of Benjamin.

3 The chief was Ahiezer, then Joash, the
sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite; Jeziel and
Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; Beracah; Jehu
the Anathothite;

4 Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a mighty man
among the thirty and a leader of the thirty;
Jeremiah; Jahaziel; Johanan; Jozabad the
Gederathite;

5 Eluzai; Jerimoth; Bealiah; Shemariah;
Shephatiah the Haruphite;

6 Elkanah, Isshiah, Azarel, Joezer, and
Jashobeam, the Korahites;

7 and Joelah and Zebadiah, the sons of
Jeroham of Gedor.

8 Some Gadites joined David in the
stronghold in the wilderness, mighty men
of valor, men trained for war, who could
handle shield and spear; whose faceswere
like the faces of lions, and they were as
swift as the gazelles on themountains:

9 Ezer the chief, Obadiah the second,
Eliab the third,

10Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the
fifth,

11Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh,
12 Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth,
13 Jeremiah the tenth, and Machbannai

the eleventh.
14These of the sons of Gadwere captains

of the army. He who was least was equal

to one hundred, and the greatest to one
thousand.

15 These are those who went over the
Jordan in the first month, when it had
overflowed all its banks; and they put to
flight all who lived in the valleys, both
toward the east and toward the west.

16 Some of the children of Benjamin and
Judah came to the stronghold to David.

17David went out to meet them, and an-
swered them, “If youhave comepeaceably
to me to help me, my heart will be united
with you; but if you have come to betray
me to my adversaries, since there is no
wrong in my hands, may the God of our
fathers see this and rebuke it.”

18 Then the Spirit came on Amasai, who
was chief of the thirty, andhe said, “Weare
yours, David, and on your side, you son of
Jesse. Peace, peace be to you, and peace be
to your helpers; for your God helps you.”
ThenDavid received themandmade them
captains of the band.

19 Some of Manasseh also joined David
when he came with the Philistines against
Saul tobattle, but theydidn’t help them, for
the lords of the Philistines sent him away
after consultation, saying, “He will desert
to his master Saul to the jeopardy of our
heads.”

20As he went to Ziklag, some fromMan-
asseh joined him: Adnah, Jozabad, Jediael,
Michael, Jozabad, Elihu, and Zillethai, cap-
tains of thousandswhowere ofManasseh.

21They helpedDavid against the band of
raiders, for they were all mighty men of
valor and were captains in the army.

22For fromday todaymencametoDavid
to help him, until there was a great army,
like God’s army.

23These are the numbers of the heads of
those who were armed for war, who came
to David to Hebron to turn the kingdom of
Saul to him, according to Yahweh’s word.

24The children of Judahwho bore shield
and spear were six thousand eight hun-
dred, armed for war.

25Of the childrenof Simeon,mightymen
of valor for the war: seven thousand one
hundred.

26Of the children of Levi: four thousand
six hundred.
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27 Jehoiada was the leader of the house-
hold of Aaron; and with him were three
thousand seven hundred,

28 and Zadok, a young man mighty of
valor, and of his father’s house twenty-two
captains.

29 Of the children of Benjamin, Saul’s
relatives: three thousand, for until then,
the greatest part of them had kept their
allegiance to Saul’s house.

30 Of the children of Ephraim: twenty
thousand eight hundred, mighty men of
valor, famousmen in their fathers’ houses.

31 Of the half-tribe of Manasseh: eigh-
teen thousand, who were mentioned by
name, to come andmake David king.

32 Of the children of Issachar, men who
had understanding of the times, to know
what Israel ought to do, their heads were
two hundred; and all their brothers were
at their command.

33 Of Zebulun, such as were able to go
out in the army, who could set the battle
in array with all kinds of instruments of
war: fifty thousand who could command
andwere not of double heart.

34 Of Naphtali: one thousand captains,
and with them with shield and spear
thirty-seven thousand.

35Of the Daniteswho could set the battle
in array: twenty-eight thousand six hun-
dred.

36OfAsher, such aswere able to go out in
the army,who could set the battle in array:
forty thousand.

37On the other side of the Jordan, of the
Reubenites, the Gadites, and of the half-
tribe of Manasseh, with all kinds of instru-
ments of war for the battle: one hundred
twenty thousand.

38All these were men of war who could
order the battle array, and came with a
perfect heart to Hebron to make David
king over all Israel; and all the rest also
of Israel were of one heart to make David
king.

39 They were there with David three
days, eating and drinking; for their broth-
ers had supplied provisions for them.

40 Moreover those who were near to
them, as far as Issachar, Zebulun, and
Naphtali, brought bread on donkeys, on

camels, on mules, and on oxen: supplies
of flour, cakes of figs, clusters of raisins,
wine, oil, cattle, and sheep in abundance;
for there was joy in Israel.

13
1 David consulted with the captains of

thousands and of hundreds, even with ev-
ery leader.

2David said to all the assembly of Israel,
“If it seems good to you, and if it is of Yah-
weh our God, let’s send word everywhere
to our brothers who are left in all the
land of Israel, with whom the priests and
Levites are in their cities that have pasture
lands, that they may gather themselves to
us.

3Also, let’s bring the ark of our God back
to us again, forwe didn’t seek it in the days
of Saul.”

4 All the assembly said that they would
do so, for the thing was right in the eyes of
all the people.

5 So David assembled all Israel together,
from the Shihor River of Egypt even to the
entrance of Hamath, to bring God’s ark
from Kiriath Jearim.

6Davidwent upwith all Israel to Baalah,
that is, to Kiriath Jearim, which belonged
to Judah, to bring up from there God Yah-
weh’s ark that sits above the cherubim,
that is called by the Name.

7 They carried God’s ark on a new cart,
and brought it out of Abinadab’s house;
and Uzza and Ahio drove the cart.

8David and all Israel played before God
with all their might, even with songs,
with harps, with stringed instruments,
with tambourines, with cymbals, andwith
trumpets.

9When they came to Chidon’s threshing
floor, Uzza put out his hand to hold the ark,
for the oxen stumbled.

10 Yahweh’s anger burned against Uzza,
and he struck himbecause he put his hand
on the ark; and he died there before God.

11 David was displeased, because Yah-
weh had broken out against Uzza. He
called that place Perez Uzza, to this day.

12David was afraid of God that day, say-
ing, “How can I bring God’s ark home to
me?”
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13SoDavid didn’tmove the arkwith him
into David’s city, but carried it aside into
Obed-Edom the Gittite’s house.

14 God’s ark remained with the family
of Obed-Edom in his house three months;
and Yahweh blessed Obed-Edom’s house
and all that he had.

14
1 Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers

to David with cedar trees, masons, and
carpenters, to build him a house.

2 David perceived that Yahweh had es-
tablishedhimkingover Israel, for his king-
dom was highly exalted, for his people
Israel’s sake.

3 David took more wives in Jerusalem,
and David became the father of more sons
and daughters.

4 These are the names of the children
whom he had in Jerusalem: Shammua,
Shobab, Nathan, Solomon,

5 Ibhar, Elishua, Elpelet,
6Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia,
7Elishama, Beeliada, and Eliphelet.
8When the Philistines heard that David

was anointed king over all Israel, all the
Philistines went up to seek David; and
David heard of it, and went out against
them.

9 Now the Philistines had come and
made a raid in the valley of Rephaim.

10 David inquired of God, saying, “Shall
I go up against the Philistines? Will you
deliver them intomy hand?”
Yahweh said to him, “Go up; for I will

deliver them into your hand.”
11 So they came up to Baal Perazim, and

David defeated them there. David said,
God has broken my enemies by my hand,
like waters breaking out. Therefore they
called the name of that place Baal Per-
azim.†

12 They left their gods there; and David
gave a command, and they were burned
with fire.

13 The Philistines made another raid in
the valley.

14David inquired again of God; and God
said tohim, “Youshall not goupafter them.
Turn away from them, and come on them
opposite themulberry trees.

15Whenyouhear the soundofmarching
in the tops of the mulberry trees, then go
out to battle; for God has gone out before
you to strike the army of the Philistines.”

16 David did as God commanded him;
and they attacked the army of the
Philistines from Gibeon even to Gezer.

17 The fame of David went out into all
lands; andYahwehbrought the fear of him
on all nations.

15
1 David made himself houses in David’s

city; and he prepared a place for God’s ark,
and pitched a tent for it.

2ThenDavid said, “Nooneought to carry
God’s ark but the Levites. For Yahweh has
chosen them to carry God’s ark, and to
minister to him forever.”

3 David assembled all Israel at
Jerusalem, to bring up Yahweh’s ark to its
place, which he had prepared for it.

4 David gathered together the sons of
Aaron and the Levites:

5 of the sons of Kohath, Uriel the chief,
and his brothers one hundred twenty;

6 of the sons of Merari, Asaiah the chief,
and his brothers two hundred twenty;

7 of the sons of Gershom, Joel the chief,
and his brothers one hundred thirty;

8 of the sons of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the
chief, and his brothers two hundred;

9 of the sons of Hebron, Eliel the chief,
and his brothers eighty;

10 of the sons of Uzziel, Amminadab
the chief, and his brothers one hundred
twelve.

11 David called for Zadok and Abiathar
the priests, and for the Levites: for Uriel,
Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and Ammi-
nadab,

12 and said to them, “You are the heads
of the fathers’ households of the Levites.
Sanctify yourselves, both you and your
brothers, that you may bring the ark of
Yahweh, the God of Israel, up to the place
that I have prepared for it.

13 For because you didn’t carry it at
first, Yahweh our God broke out in anger
against us, because we didn’t seek him
according to the ordinance.”

† 14:11 “Baal Perazim”means “The Lord who breaks out”.
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14 So the priests and the Levites sanc-
tified themselves to bring up the ark of
Yahweh, the God of Israel.

15The children of the Levites bore God’s
ark on their shoulders with its poles, as
Moses commanded according to Yahweh’s
word.

16David spoke to the chief of the Levites
to appoint their brothers as singers with
instruments of music, stringed instru-
ments, harps, and cymbals, sounding
aloud and lifting up their voices with joy.

17 So the Levites appointed Heman the
son of Joel; and of his brothers, Asaph the
son of Berechiah; and of the sons ofMerari
their brothers, Ethan the son of Kushaiah;

18 and with them their brothers of the
second rank: Zechariah, Ben, Jaaziel,
Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Bena-
iah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Eliphelehu,
Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, the
doorkeepers.

19 So the singers, Heman, Asaph, and
Ethan, were given cymbals of bronze to
sound aloud;

20 and Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth,
Jehiel, Unni, Eliab,Maaseiah, andBenaiah,
with stringed instruments set to Alamoth;

21andMattithiah, Eliphelehu,Mikneiah,
Obed-Edom, Jeiel, andAzaziah, with harps
tuned to the eight-stringed lyre, to lead.

22 Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was
over the singing. He taught the singers,
because he was skillful.

23 Berechiah and Elkanah were door-
keepers for the ark.

24Shebaniah, Joshaphat,Nethanel, Ama-
sai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer, the
priests, blew the trumpets before God’s
ark; and Obed-Edom and Jehiah were
doorkeepers for the ark.

25 So David, the elders of Israel, and the
captains over thousands went to bring the
ark of Yahweh’s covenant up out of the
house of Obed-Edomwith joy.

26 When God helped the Levites who
bore the ark of Yahweh’s covenant, they
sacrificed seven bulls and seven rams.

27David was clothed with a robe of fine
linen, as were all the Levites who bore the
ark, the singers, and Chenaniah the choir

master with the singers; and David had an
ephod of linen on him.

28 Thus all Israel brought the ark of
Yahweh’s covenant up with shouting,
with sound of the cornet, with trumpets,
and with cymbals, sounding aloud with
stringed instruments and harps.

29As the ark of Yahweh’s covenant came
to David’s city, Michal the daughter of Saul
looked out at the window, and saw king
David dancing and playing; and she de-
spised him in her heart.

16
1 They brought in God’s ark, and set it

in the middle of the tent that David had
pitched for it; and they offered burnt offer-
ings and peace offerings before God.

2When David had finished offering the
burnt offering and the peace offerings, he
blessed the people in Yahweh’s name.

3Hegave to everyoneof Israel, bothman
and woman, to everyone a loaf of bread, a
portion of meat, and a cake of raisins.

4 He appointed some of the Levites to
minister before Yahweh’s ark, and to com-
memorate, to thank, and topraiseYahweh,
the God of Israel:

5 Asaph the chief, and second to him
Zechariah, then Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Je-
hiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, Obed-
Edom, and Jeiel,with stringed instruments
and with harps; and Asaph with cymbals,
sounding aloud;

6 with Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests
with trumpets continually, before the ark
of the covenant of God.

7 Then on that day David first ordained
giving of thanks to Yahweh by the hand of
Asaph and his brothers.
8Oh give thanks to Yahweh.

Call on his name.
Makewhat he has done knownamong
the peoples.

9 Sing to him.
Sing praises to him.
Tell of all his marvelous works.

10Glory in his holy name.
Let the heart of those who seek Yah-
weh rejoice.

11 Seek Yahweh and his strength.
Seek his face forever more.
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12Remember his marvelous works that he
has done,

his wonders, and the judgments of his
mouth,

13you offspring† of Israel his servant,
you children of Jacob, his chosen ones.

14He is Yahweh our God.
His judgments are in all the earth.

15Remember his covenant forever,
the word which he commanded to a
thousand generations,

16 the covenant which he made with
Abraham,

his oath to Isaac.
17He confirmed it to Jacob for a statute,

and to Israel for an everlasting
covenant,

18 saying, “I will give you the land of
Canaan,

The lot of your inheritance,”
19 when you were but a few men in
number,

yes, very few, and foreigners in it.
20They went about from nation to nation,

from one kingdom to another people.
21He allowed noman to do themwrong.

Yes, he reproved kings for their sakes,
22 “Don’t touchmy anointed ones!

Domy prophets no harm!”
23 Sing to Yahweh, all the earth!

Display his salvation from day to day.
24Declare his glory among the nations,

and his marvelous works among all
the peoples.

25 For great is Yahweh, and greatly to be
praised.

He also is to be feared above all gods.
26For all the gods of the peoples are idols,

but Yahwehmade the heavens.
27Honor andmajesty are before him.

Strength and gladness are in his place.
28 Ascribe to Yahweh, you families of the

peoples,
ascribe to Yahweh glory and strength!

29 Ascribe to Yahweh the glory due to his
name.

Bring an offering, and come before
him.

Worship Yahweh in holy array.

30Tremble before him, all the earth.
The world also is established that it
can’t be moved.

31Let the heavens be glad,
and let the earth rejoice!
Let them say among the nations, “Yah-
weh reigns!”

32Let the sea roar, and its fullness!
Let the field exult, and all that is in it!

33 Then the trees of the forest will sing for
joy before Yahweh,

for he comes to judge the earth.
34Ohgive thanks to Yahweh, for he is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

35 Say, “Save us, God of our salvation!
Gatherus togetheranddeliverus from
the nations,

to give thanks to your holy name,
to triumph in your praise.”

36Blessed be Yahweh, the God of Israel,
from everlasting even to everlasting.

All the people said, “Amen,” and praised
Yahweh.

37Sohe left Asaphandhis brothers there
before the ark of Yahweh’s covenant, to
minister before the ark continually, as ev-
ery day’s work required;

38 and Obed-Edom with their sixty-eight
relatives; Obed-Edom also the son of Je-
duthun and Hosah to be doorkeepers;

39 and Zadok the priest and his brothers
the priests, before Yahweh’s tabernacle in
the high place that was at Gibeon,

40 to offer burnt offerings to Yahweh
on the altar of burnt offering continually
morning and evening, even according to
all that is written in Yahweh’s law, which
he commanded to Israel;

41 and with them Heman and Jeduthun
and the rest who were chosen, who were
mentioned by name, to give thanks to Yah-
weh, because his loving kindness endures
forever;

42 and with them Heman and Jeduthun
with trumpets and cymbals for those that
should sound aloud, andwith instruments
for the songs of God, and the sons of Je-
duthun to be at the gate.

† 16:13 or, seed
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43 All the people departed, each man to
his house; and David returned to bless his
house.

17
1 When David was living in his house,

David said toNathan the prophet, “Behold,
I live in a cedar house, but the ark of Yah-
weh’s covenant is in a tent.”

2Nathan said to David, “Do all that is in
your heart; for God is with you.”

3That same night, the word of God came
to Nathan, saying,

4 “Goand tell Davidmy servant, ‘Yahweh
says, “You shall not build me a house to
dwell in;

5 for I have not lived in a house since the
day that I brought up Israel to this day, but
have gone from tent to tent, and from one
tent to another.

6 In all places in which I have walked
with all Israel, did I speak awordwith any
of the judgesof Israel,whomI commanded
to be shepherd of my people, saying, ‘Why
have you not built me a house of cedar?’ ” ’

7 “Now therefore, you shall tell my ser-
vantDavid, ‘YahwehofArmies says, “I took
you from the sheep pen, from following
the sheep, to be prince over my people
Israel.

8 I have been with you wherever you
have gone, and have cut off all your ene-
mies from before you. I will make you a
name like the name of the great ones who
are in the earth.

9 I will appoint a place for my people
Israel, and will plant them, that they may
dwell in their own place, and bemoved no
more. The children of wickedness will not
waste them anymore, as at the first,

10 and from the day that I commanded
judges to be over my people Israel. I will
subdue all your enemies. Moreover I tell
you that Yahwehwill build you a house.

11 It will happen, when your days are
fulfilled that you must go to be with your
fathers, that I will set up your offspring
after you, who will be of your sons; and I
will establish his kingdom.

12 He will build me a house, and I will
establish his throne forever.

13 I will be his father, and he will be my
son. I will not take my loving kindness
away from him, as I took it from him who
was before you;

14 but I will settle him in my house and
in my kingdom forever. His throne will be
established forever.” ’ ”

15 According to all these words, and ac-
cording to all this vision, so Nathan spoke
to David.

16 Then David the king went in and sat
before Yahweh; and he said, “Who am I,
Yahweh God, and what is my house, that
you have brought me this far?

17 This was a small thing in your eyes, O
God, but youhave spokenof your servant’s
house for a great while to come, and have
respected me according to the standard of
a man of high degree, Yahweh God.

18 What can David say yet more to you
concerning the honor which is done to
your servant? For you know your servant.

19 Yahweh, for your servant’s sake, and
according to your own heart, you have
done all this greatness, to make known all
these great things.

20 Yahweh, there is no one like you, nei-
ther is there any God besides you, accord-
ing to all thatwe have heardwith our ears.

21 What one nation in the earth is like
your people Israel, whom God went to
redeem to himself for a people, to make
you a name by great and awesome things,
in driving out nations from before your
people whom you redeemed out of Egypt?

22 For you made your people Israel your
own people forever; and you, Yahweh, be-
came their God.

23 Now, Yahweh, let the word that you
have spoken concerning your servant, and
concerning his house, be established for-
ever, and do as you have spoken.

24 Let your name be established and
magnified forever, saying, ‘Yahweh of
Armies is the God of Israel, even a God to
Israel. The house of David your servant is
established before you.’

25 For you, my God, have revealed to
your servant that you will build him a
house. Therefore your servant has found
courage to pray before you.
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26Now, Yahweh, you are God, and have
promised this good thing to your servant.

27 Now it has pleased you to bless the
houseof your servant, that itmay continue
forever before you; for you, Yahweh, have
blessed, and it is blessed forever.”

18
1 After this, David defeated the

Philistines and subdued them, and took
Gath and its towns out of the hand of the
Philistines.

2 He defeated Moab; and the Moabites
became servants to David and brought
tribute.

3 David defeated Hadadezer king of
Zobah, toward Hamath, as he went to
establish his dominion by the river Eu-
phrates.

4 David took from him one thousand
chariots, seven thousand horsemen, and
twenty thousand footmen; and David
hamstrung all the chariot horses, but
reserved of them enough for one hundred
chariots.

5 When the Syrians of Damascus came
to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David
struck twenty-two thousand men of the
Syrians.

6 Then David put garrisons in Syria of
Damascus; and the Syrians became ser-
vants to David and brought tribute. Yah-
weh gave victory to David wherever he
went.

7David took the shields of gold thatwere
on the servants of Hadadezer, and brought
them to Jerusalem.

8 From Tibhath and from Cun, cities of
Hadadezer, David took very much bronze,
with which Solomonmade the bronze sea,
the pillars, and the vessels of bronze.

9 When Tou king of Hamath heard
that David had struck all the army of
Hadadezer king of Zobah,

10he sentHadoramhis son toKingDavid
to greet him and to bless him, because he
had fought against Hadadezer and struck
him (for Hadadezer had wars with Tou);
and he had with him all kinds of vessels of
gold and silver and bronze.

11 King David also dedicated these to
Yahweh, with the silver and the gold that

he carried away fromall the nations: from
Edom, from Moab, from the children of
Ammon, from the Philistines, and from
Amalek.

12Moreover Abishai the son of Zeruiah
struck eighteen thousand of the Edomites
in the Valley of Salt.

13 He put garrisons in Edom; and all
the Edomites became servants to David.
Yahwehgavevictory toDavidwhereverhe
went.

14 David reigned over all Israel; and he
executed justice and righteousness for all
his people.

15 Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the
army; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was
recorder;

16 Zadok the son of Ahitub and Abim-
elech the son of Abiathar were priests;
Shavsha was scribe;

17 and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was
over the Cherethites and the Pelethites;
and the sons of David were chief officials
serving the king.

19
1 After this, Nahash the king of the chil-

dren of Ammon died, and his son reigned
in his place.

2David said, “I will showkindness toHa-
nun the son of Nahash, because his father
showed kindness to me.”
So David sent messengers to comfort

him concerning his father. David’s ser-
vants came into the land of the children of
Ammon to Hanun to comfort him.

3 But the princes of the children of Am-
mon said to Hanun, “Do you think that
David honors your father, in that he has
sent comforters to you? Haven’t his ser-
vants come to you to search, to overthrow,
and to spy out the land?”

4 So Hanun took David’s servants,
shaved them, and cut off their garments
in the middle at their buttocks, and sent
them away.

5Then some people went and told David
how themenwere treated. He sent tomeet
them; for the men were greatly humili-
ated. The king said, “Stay at Jericho until
yourbeardshavegrown, and thenreturn.”

6 When the children of Ammon saw
that they had made themselves odious to
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David, Hanun and the children of Am-
mon sent one thousand talents† of sil-
ver to hire chariots and horsemen out of
Mesopotamia, out of Aram-maacah, and
out of Zobah.

7So they hired for themselves thirty-two
thousand chariots, and the king ofMaacah
with his people, who came and encamped
near Medeba. The children of Ammon
gathered themselves together from their
cities, and came to battle.

8 When David heard of it, he sent Joab
with all the army of themighty men.

9 The children of Ammon came out, and
put the battle in array at the gate of the
city; and the kings who had come were by
themselves in the field.

10 Now when Joab saw that the battle
was set against him before and behind, he
chose some of all the choice men of Israel,
and put them in array against the Syrians.

11 The rest of the people he committed
into the hand of Abishai his brother; and
they put themselves in array against the
children of Ammon.

12He said, “If the Syrians are too strong
for me, then you are to help me; but if the
children of Ammon are too strong for you,
then I will help you.

13 Be courageous, and let’s be strong for
our people and for the cities of our God.
May Yahweh do that which seems good to
him.”

14So Joab and the people whowerewith
him came near to the front of the Syrians
to the battle; and they fled before him.

15When the childrenofAmmonsaw that
the Syrians had fled, they likewise fled be-
fore Abishai his brother, and entered into
the city. Then Joab came to Jerusalem.

16When the Syrians saw that they were
defeated by Israel, they sent messengers
and called out the Syrians who were be-
yond the River,‡ with Shophach the cap-
tain of the army of Hadadezer leading
them.

17 David was told that, so he gathered
all Israel together, passed over the Jordan,
came to them, and set the battle in array
against them. So when David had put the

battle in array against the Syrians, they
fought with him.

18 The Syrians fled before Israel; and
David killed of the Syrianmen seven thou-
sand charioteers and forty thousand foot-
men, and also killed Shophach the captain
of the army.

19When the servants of Hadadezer saw
that they were defeated by Israel, they
made peace with David and served him.
The Syrianswould not help the children of
Ammon anymore.

20
1At the time of the return of the year, at

the timewhenkingsgoout, Joab ledout the
army and wasted the country of the chil-
dren of Ammon, and came and besieged
Rabbah. But David stayed at Jerusalem.
Joab struck Rabbah, and overthrew it.

2David took the crownof their king from
off his head, and found it to weigh a talent
of gold,† and there were precious stones
in it. It was set on David’s head, and he
brought verymuch plunder out of the city.

3 He brought out the people who were
in it, and had them cut with saws, with
iron picks, and with axes. David did so
to all the cities of the children of Ammon.
Then David and all the people returned to
Jerusalem.

4After this, war arose at Gezer with the
Philistines. Then Sibbecai the Hushathite
killed Sippai, of the sons of the giant; and
they were subdued.

5 Again there was war with the
Philistines; and Elhanan the son of Jair
killed Lahmi the brother of Goliath the
Gittite, the staff of whose spear was like
a weaver’s beam.

6 There was again war at Gath, where
there was a man of great stature, who had
twenty-four fingers and toes, six on each
hand and six on each foot; and he also was
born to the giant.

7 When he defied Israel, Jonathan the
son of Shimea, David’s brother, killed him.

† 19:6A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds, so 1000 talents is about 30metric tons ‡ 19:16 or, the Euphrates
River † 20:2 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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8 These were born to the giant in Gath;
and they fell by the hand of David and by
the hand of his servants.

21
1 Satan stood up against Israel, and

moved David to take a census of Israel.
2 David said to Joab and to the princes

of the people, “Go, count Israel from Beer-
sheba even to Dan; and bring me word,
that I may know howmany there are.”

3 Joab said, “May Yahweh make his peo-
ple a hundred times as many as they are.
But, my lord the king, aren’t they all my
lord’s servants? Why doesmy lord require
this thing? Why will he be a cause of guilt
to Israel?”

4Nevertheless the king’s word prevailed
against Joab. Therefore Joab departed and
went throughout all Israel, then came to
Jerusalem.

5 Joab gave the sum of the census of the
people to David. All those of Israel were
one million one hundred thousand men
whodrewa sword; and in Judahwere four
hundred seventy thousandmenwhodrew
a sword.

6But he didn’t count Levi and Benjamin
among them, for the king’s word was
abominable to Joab.

7 God was displeased with this thing;
therefore he struck Israel.

8 David said to God, “I have sinned
greatly, in that I have done this thing. But
now put away, I beg you, the iniquity of
your servant, for I have done very fool-
ishly.”

9Yahweh spoke to Gad, David’s seer, say-
ing,

10 “Go and speak to David, saying, ‘Yah-
weh says, “I offer you three things. Choose
one of them, that I may do it to you.” ’ ”

11So Gad came to David and said to him,
“Yahweh says, ‘Take your choice:

12 either three years of famine; or three
months to be consumed before your foes,
while the swordofyourenemiesovertakes
you; or else three days of the sword of
Yahweh, even pestilence in the land, and
Yahweh’s angel destroying throughout all

the borders of Israel. Now therefore con-
sider what answer I shall return to him
who sent me.’ ”

13David said toGad, “I am indistress. Let
me fall, I pray, into Yahweh’s hand, for his
mercies are very great. Don’t let me fall
into man’s hand.”

14 So Yahweh sent a pestilence on Israel,
and seventy thousandmen of Israel fell.

15 God sent an angel to Jerusalem to
destroy it. As he was about to destroy,
Yahweh saw, and he relented of the disas-
ter, and said to the destroying angel, “It is
enough. Now withdraw your hand.” Yah-
weh’s angel was standing by the threshing
floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

16David lifted up his eyes, and saw Yah-
weh’s angel standing between earth and
the sky, having a drawn sword in his hand
stretched out over Jerusalem.
Then David and the elders, clothed in

sackcloth, fell on their faces.
17David said to God, “Isn’t it I who com-

manded the people to be counted? It is
even I who have sinned and done very
wickedly; but these sheep, what have they
done? Please let your hand, O Yahweh my
God, be againstme and againstmy father’s
house; but not against your people, that
they should be plagued.”

18ThenYahweh’sangel commandedGad
to tell David that David should go up and
raise an altar to Yahweh on the threshing
floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

19 David went up at the saying of Gad,
which he spoke in Yahweh’s name.

20Ornan turned back and saw the angel;
and his four sons who were with him hid
themselves. Now Ornan was threshing
wheat.

21AsDavidcame toOrnan,Ornan looked
and sawDavid, andwent out of the thresh-
ing floor, and bowed himself to David with
his face to the ground.

22 Then David said to Ornan, “Sell me
the place of this threshing floor, that I may
build an altar to Yahweh on it. You shall
sell it to me for the full price, that the
plague may be stopped from afflicting the
people.”

23Ornan said to David, “Take it for your-
self, and letmy lord the king do that which
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is good in his eyes. Behold, I give the
oxen forburnt offerings, and the threshing
instruments for wood, and the wheat for
themeal offering. I give it all.”

24 King David said to Ornan, “No, but I
will most certainly buy it for the full price.
For I will not take that which is yours for
Yahweh, nor offer a burnt offering that
costs me nothing.”

25 So David gave to Ornan six hundred
shekels† of gold by weight for the place.

26 David built an altar to Yahweh there,
and offered burnt offerings and peace of-
ferings, and called on Yahweh; and he
answered him from the sky by fire on the
altar of burnt offering.

27 Then Yahweh commanded the angel,
and he put his sword back into its sheath.

28 At that time, when David saw that
Yahweh had answered him in the thresh-
ing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, then he
sacrificed there.

29ForYahweh’s tabernacle,whichMoses
made in the wilderness, and the altar of
burnt offering, were at that time in the
high place at Gibeon.

30 But David couldn’t go before it to in-
quire of God, for he was afraid because of
the sword of Yahweh’s angel.

22
1 Then David said, “This is the house of

Yahweh God, and this is the altar of burnt
offering for Israel.”

2 David gave orders to gather together
the foreigners who were in the land of
Israel; and he set masons to cut dressed
stones to build God’s house.

3David prepared iron in abundance for
the nails for the doors of the gates and for
the couplings, and bronze in abundance
without weight,

4 and cedar trees without number, for
the Sidonians and the people of Tyre
brought cedar trees in abundance to
David.

5David said, “Solomon my son is young
and tender, and the house that is to be built

for Yahweh must be exceedingly magnifi-
cent, of fame and of glory throughout all
countries. I will therefore make prepara-
tion for it.” So David prepared abundantly
before his death.

6 Then he called for Solomon his son,
and commanded him to build a house for
Yahweh, the God of Israel.

7David said to Solomon his son, “As for
me, it was in my heart to build a house to
the name of Yahwehmy God.

8But Yahweh’sword came tome, saying,
‘Youhave shedbloodabundantly andhave
made great wars. You shall not build a
house to my name, because you have shed
much blood on the earth inmy sight.

9Behold, a son shall be born to you, who
shall be a man of peace. I will give him
rest from all his enemies all around; for
his name shall be Solomon, and I will give
peace and quietness to Israel in his days.

10 He shall build a house for my name;
and he will be my son, and I will be his
father; and Iwill establish the throneof his
kingdom over Israel forever.’

11 Now, my son, may Yahweh be with
you and prosper you, and build the house
of Yahweh your God, as he has spoken
concerning you.

12May Yahweh give you discretion and
understanding, and put you in charge of
Israel, so that you may keep the law of
Yahweh your God.

13 Then you will prosper, if you ob-
serve to do the statutes and the ordinances
which Yahweh gave Moses concerning Is-
rael. Be strong and courageous. Don’t be
afraid and don’t be dismayed.

14 Now, behold, in my affliction I have
prepared forYahweh’s houseonehundred
thousand talents† of gold, one million tal-
ents‡ of silver, and bronze and iron with-
out weight; for it is in abundance. I have
also prepared timber and stone; and you
may add to them.

15 There are also workmen with you in
abundance—cutters and workers of stone
and timber, and all kinds of men who are

† 21:25A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 600 shekelswas about 6 kilograms or about 192 Troy
ounces. † 22:14A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 100,000 talents is about 3metric
tons ‡ 22:14 about 30,000metric tons
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skillful in every kind of work;
16 of the gold, the silver, the bronze, and

the iron, there is no number. Arise and be
doing, andmay Yahweh be with you.”

17David also commanded all the princes
of Israel to help Solomon his son, saying,

18 “Isn’t Yahweh your God with you?
Hasn’t he given you rest on every side?
For he has delivered the inhabitants of the
land intomyhand; and the land is subdued
before Yahweh and before his people.

19 Now set your heart and your soul to
follow Yahweh your God. Arise therefore,
and build the sanctuary of Yahweh God,
to bring the ark of Yahweh’s covenant and
the holy vessels of God into the house that
is to be built for Yahweh’s name.”

23
1NowDavidwasoldand full of days; and

hemade Solomon his son king over Israel.
2He gathered together all the princes of

Israel, with the priests and the Levites.
3 The Levites were counted from thirty

years old and upward; and their number
by their polls, man by man, was thirty-
eight thousand.

4David said, “Of these, twenty-four thou-
sand were to oversee the work of Yah-
weh’s house, six thousand were officers
and judges,

5 four thousand were doorkeepers, and
four thousandpraisedYahwehwith the in-
strumentswhich Imade for giving praise.”

6 David divided them into divisions ac-
cording to the sons of Levi: Gershon, Ko-
hath, andMerari.

7Of the Gershonites: Ladan and Shimei.
8 The sons of Ladan: Jehiel the chief,

Zetham, and Joel, three.
9The sons of Shimei: Shelomoth, Haziel,

and Haran, three. These were the heads of
the fathers’ households of Ladan.

10 The sons of Shimei: Jahath, Zina,
Jeush, and Beriah. These four were the
sons of Shimei.

11 Jahath was the chief, and Zizah the
second; but Jeush and Beriah didn’t have
many sons; therefore they became a fa-
thers’ house in one reckoning.

12 The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar,
Hebron, and Uzziel, four.

13The sons ofAmram: AaronandMoses;
and Aaron was separated that he should
sanctify the most holy things, he and his
sons forever, to burn incense before Yah-
weh, to minister to him, and to bless in his
name forever.

14 But as for Moses the man of God, his
sons were named among the tribe of Levi.

15 The sons of Moses: Gershom and
Eliezer.

16 The sons of Gershom: Shebuel the
chief.

17 The son of Eliezer was Rehabiah the
chief; and Eliezer had no other sons, but
the sons of Rehabiah were verymany.

18The son of Izhar: Shelomith the chief.
19 The sons of Hebron: Jeriah the chief,

Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third,
and Jekameam the fourth.

20 The sons of Uzziel: Micah the chief,
and Isshiah the second.

21 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi.
The sons of Mahli: Eleazar and Kish.

22 Eleazar died, and had no sons, but
daughters only; and their relatives, the
sons of Kish, took them as wives.

23 The sons of Mushi: Mahli, Eder, and
Jeremoth, three.

24Thesewere the sons of Levi after their
fathers’ houses, even the heads of the fa-
thers’ houses of those who were counted
individually, in the number of names by
their polls, who did the work for the ser-
vice of Yahweh’s house, from twenty years
old and upward.

25 For David said, “Yahweh, the God of
Israel, has given rest to his people; and he
dwells in Jerusalem forever.

26Also the Levites will no longer need to
carry the tabernacle and all its vessels for
its service.”

27For by the last words of David the sons
of Levi were counted, from twenty years
old and upward.

28 For their duty was to wait on the
sons of Aaron for the service of Yahweh’s
house—in the courts, in the rooms, and in
the purifying of all holy things, even the
work of the service of God’s house;

29 for the show bread also, and for the
fine flour for a meal offering, whether
of unleavened wafers, or of that which
is baked in the pan, or of that which is
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soaked, and for allmeasurements of quan-
tity and size;

30 and to stand every morning to thank
and praise Yahweh, and likewise in the
evening;

31 and to offer all burnt offerings to Yah-
weh on the Sabbaths, on the new moons,
and on the set feasts, in number according
to the ordinance concerning them, contin-
ually before Yahweh;

32 and that they should keep the duty of
the Tent of Meeting, the duty of the holy
place, and the duty of the sons of Aaron
their brothers for the service of Yahweh’s
house.

24
1 These were the divisions of the sons of

Aaron. The sons of Aaron: Nadab, Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar.

2But Nadab and Abihu died before their
father, and had no children; therefore
Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests.

3David,withZadokof the sonsofEleazar
and Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar, di-
vided them according to their ordering in
their service.

4 There were more chief men found of
the sons of Eleazar than of the sons of
Ithamar; and they were divided like this:
of the sons of Eleazar there were six-
teen, heads of fathers’ houses; and of the
sons of Ithamar, according to their fathers’
houses, eight.

5 Thus they were divided impartially by
drawing lots; for there were princes of the
sanctuary and princes of God, both of the
sons of Eleazar, and of the sons of Ithamar.

6 Shemaiah the son of Nethanel the
scribe, whowas of the Levites, wrote them
in the presence of the king, the princes,
Zadok thepriest, Ahimelech the sonofAbi-
athar, and the heads of the fathers’ house-
holds of the priests and of the Levites; one
fathers’ house being taken for Eleazar, and
one taken for Ithamar.

7Now the first lot came out to Jehoiarib,
the second to Jedaiah,

8 the third to Harim, the fourth to Se-
orim,

9 the fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mi-
jamin,

10 the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to
Abijah,

11 the ninth to Jeshua, the tenth to Sheca-
niah,

12 the eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to
Jakim,

13 the thirteenth to Huppah, the four-
teenth to Jeshebeab,

14 the fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to
Immer,

15 the seventeenth to Hezir, the eigh-
teenth to Happizzez,

16 the nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twen-
tieth to Jehezkel,

17 the twenty-first to Jachin, the twenty-
second to Gamul,

18 the twenty-third to Delaiah, and the
twenty-fourth to Maaziah.

19 This was their ordering in their ser-
vice, to come into Yahweh’s house accord-
ing to the ordinance given to them by
Aaron their father, as Yahweh, the God of
Israel, had commanded him.

20 Of the rest of the sons of Levi: of the
sons of Amram, Shubael; of the sons of
Shubael, Jehdeiah.

21Of Rehabiah: of the sons of Rehabiah,
Isshiah the chief.

22 Of the Izharites, Shelomoth; of the
sons of Shelomoth, Jahath.

23 The sons of Hebron: Jeriah, Amariah
the second, Jahaziel the third, and
Jekameam the fourth.

24 The sons of Uzziel: Micah; of the sons
of Micah, Shamir.

25 The brother of Micah: Isshiah; of the
sons of Isshiah, Zechariah.

26 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi.
The son of Jaaziah: Beno.

27 The sons of Merari by Jaaziah: Beno,
Shoham, Zaccur, and Ibri.

28OfMahli: Eleazar, who had no sons.
29Of Kish, the son of Kish: Jerahmeel.
30The sons ofMushi: Mahli, Eder, and Je-

rimoth. These were the sons of the Levites
after their fathers’ houses.

31 These likewise cast lots even as their
brothers the sons of Aaron in the presence
of David the king, Zadok, Ahimelech, and
the heads of the fathers’ households of
the priests and of the Levites, the fathers’
households of the chief even as those of his
younger brother.
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25
1Moreover,Davidand thecaptainsof the

armyset apart for the service certainof the
sons of Asaph, of Heman, and of Jeduthun,
who were to prophesy with harps, with
stringed instruments, and with cymbals.
The number of those who did the work
according to their service was:

2 of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph,
Nethaniah, and Asharelah. The sons of
Asaphwere under the hand of Asaph, who
prophesied at the order of the king.

3 Of Jeduthun, the sons of Je-
duthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei,
Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, under
the hands of their father Jeduthun, who
prophesied in giving thanks and praising
Yahwehwith the harp.

4 Of Heman, the sons of Heman:
Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel,
Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah,
Giddalti, Romamti-Ezer, Joshbekashah,
Mallothi, Hothir, andMahazioth.

5 All these were the sons of Heman the
king’s seer in thewordsofGod, to liftup the
horn. God gave to Heman fourteen sons
and three daughters.

6All these were under the hands of their
father for song in Yahweh’s house, with
cymbals, stringed instruments, and harps,
for the service of God’s house: Asaph, Je-
duthun, andHemanbeingunder the order
of the king.

7 The number of them, with their broth-
ers who were instructed in singing to Yah-
weh, even all who were skillful, was two
hundred eighty-eight.

8They cast lots for their offices, all alike,
the small as well as the great, the teacher
as well as the student.

9Now the first lot came out for Asaph to
Joseph; the second to Gedaliah, he and his
brothers and sons were twelve;

10 the third to Zaccur, his sons and his
brothers, twelve;

11 the fourth to Izri, his sons and his
brothers, twelve;

12 the fifth to Nethaniah, his sons and his
brothers, twelve;

13 the sixth to Bukkiah, his sons and his
brothers, twelve;

14 the seventh to Jesharelah, his sons and
his brothers, twelve;

15 the eighth to Jeshaiah, his sons and his
brothers, twelve;

16 the ninth to Mattaniah, his sons and
his brothers, twelve;

17 the tenth to Shimei, his sons and his
brothers, twelve;

18 the eleventh toAzarel, his sons andhis
brothers, twelve;

19 the twelfth to Hashabiah, his sons and
his brothers, twelve;

20 for the thirteenth, Shubael, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

21 for the fourteenth,Mattithiah, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

22 for the fifteenth to Jeremoth, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

23 for the sixteenth toHananiah, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

24 for the seventeenth to Joshbekashah,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

25 for the eighteenth to Hanani, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

26 for thenineteenth toMallothi, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

27 for the twentieth to Eliathah, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

28 for the twenty-first to Hothir, his sons
and his brothers, twelve;

29 for the twenty-second to Giddalti, his
sons and his brothers, twelve;

30 for the twenty-third to Mahazioth, his
sons and his brothers, twelve;

31 for the twenty-fourth to Romamti-
Ezer, his sons and his brothers, twelve.

26
1 For the divisions of the doorkeepers:

of the Korahites, Meshelemiah the son of
Kore, of the sons of Asaph.

2Meshelemiah had sons: Zechariah the
firstborn, Jediael the second, Zebadiah the
third, Jathniel the fourth,

3Elam thefifth, Jehohanan the sixth, and
Eliehoenai the seventh.

4 Obed-Edom had sons: Shemaiah the
firstborn, Jehozabad the second, Joah the
third, Sacar the fourth, Nethanel the fifth,

5Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh,
and Peullethai the eighth; for God blessed
him.
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6 Sons were also born to Shemaiah his
son, who ruled over the house of their
father; for they weremighty men of valor.

7 The sons of Shemaiah: Othni, Rephael,
Obed, and Elzabad, whose relatives were
valiant men, Elihu, and Semachiah.

8 All these were of the sons of Obed-
Edom with their sons and their brothers,
able men in strength for the service: sixty-
two of Obed-Edom.

9 Meshelemiah had sons and brothers,
eighteen valiant men.

10Also Hosah, of the children of Merari,
had sons: Shimri the chief (for though he
was not the firstborn, yet his father made
him chief),

11Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third,
and Zechariah the fourth. All the sons and
brothers of Hosah were thirteen.

12Of thesewere thedivisionsof thedoor-
keepers, even of the chief men, having
offices like their brothers, to minister in
Yahweh’s house.

13 They cast lots, the small as well as the
great, according to their fathers’ houses,
for every gate.

14 The lot eastward fell to Shelemiah.
Then for Zechariah his son, a wise coun-
selor, they cast lots; and his lot came out
northward.

15 To Obed-Edom southward; and to his
sons the storehouse.

16 To Shuppim and Hosah westward, by
the gate of Shallecheth, at the causeway
that goes up, watchman opposite watch-
man.

17Eastwardwere six Levites, northward
four a day, southward four a day, and for
the storehouse two and two.

18 For Parbar westward, four at the
causeway, and two at Parbar.

19 These were the divisions of the door-
keepers; of the sons of the Korahites, and
of the sons of Merari.

20 Of the Levites, Ahijah was over the
treasures of God’s house and over the trea-
sures of the dedicated things.

21 The sons of Ladan, the sons of the
Gershonites belonging to Ladan, the heads
of the fathers’ households belonging to
Ladan the Gershonite: Jehieli.

22 The sons of Jehieli: Zetham, and Joel
his brother, over the treasures of Yahweh’s
house.

23Of the Amramites, of the Izharites, of
the Hebronites, of the Uzzielites:

24Shebuel the sonofGershom, the sonof
Moses, was ruler over the treasuries.

25His brothers: of Eliezer, Rehabiah his
son, and Jeshaiah his son, and Joram his
son, and Zichri his son, and Shelomoth his
son.

26This Shelomoth and his brothers were
over all the treasuries of the dedicated
things, which David the king, and the
heads of the fathers’ households, the cap-
tains over thousands and hundreds, and
the captains of the army, had dedicated.

27 They dedicated some of the plunder
won in battles to repair Yahweh’s house.

28 All that Samuel the seer, Saul the son
of Kish, Abner the son of Ner, and Joab
the son of Zeruiahhaddedicated,whoever
had dedicated anything, it was under the
hand of Shelomoth and of his brothers.

29 Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his
sons were appointed to the outward busi-
ness over Israel, for officers and judges.

30Of the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his
brothers, one thousand seven hundred
men of valor, had the oversight of Israel
beyond the Jordan westward, for all the
business of Yahweh and for the service of
the king.

31 Of the Hebronites, Jerijah was the
chief of the Hebronites, according to their
generations by fathers’ households. They
were sought for in the fortieth year of the
reign of David, and mighty men of valor
were found among themat Jazer of Gilead.

32 His relatives, men of valor, were two
thousand sevenhundred, heads of fathers’
households, whomKing Davidmade over-
seers over theReubenites, theGadites, and
the half-tribe of the Manassites, for every
matter pertaining to God and for the af-
fairs of the king.

27
1 Now the children of Israel after their

number, the heads of fathers’ households
and the captains of thousands and of hun-
dreds, and their officers who served the
king in any matter of the divisions which
came in and went out month by month
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throughout all the months of the year—
of every division were twenty-four thou-
sand.

2 Over the first division for the first
month was Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel.
Inhis divisionwere twenty-four thousand.

3 He was of the children of Perez, the
chief of all the captains of the army for the
first month.

4Over the division of the second month
was Dodai the Ahohite and his division,
and Mikloth the ruler; and in his division
were twenty-four thousand.

5 The third captain of the army for the
third month was Benaiah, the son of Je-
hoiada the chief priest. In his division
were twenty-four thousand.

6 This is that Benaiah who was the
mighty man of the thirty and over the
thirty. Of his division was Ammizabad his
son.

7 The fourth captain for the fourth
monthwas Asahel the brother of Joab, and
Zebadiah his son after him. In his division
were twenty-four thousand.

8 The fifth captain for the fifth month
was Shamhuth the Izrahite. In his division
were twenty-four thousand.

9 The sixth captain for the sixth month
was Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite. In his
division were twenty-four thousand.

10 The seventh captain for the seventh
month was Helez the Pelonite, of the chil-
dren of Ephraim. In his division were
twenty-four thousand.

11 The eighth captain for the eighth
month was Sibbecai the Hushathite, of the
Zerahites. In his division were twenty-
four thousand.

12The ninth captain for the ninthmonth
was Abiezer the Anathothite, of the Ben-
jamites. In his division were twenty-four
thousand.

13The tenth captain for the tenth month
was Maharai the Netophathite, of the Zer-
ahites. In his division were twenty-four
thousand.

14 The eleventh captain for the eleventh
month was Benaiah the Pirathonite, of the
children of Ephraim. In his division were
twenty-four thousand.

15 The twelfth captain for the twelfth
month was Heldai the Netophathite, of

Othniel. In his division were twenty-four
thousand.

16 Furthermore over the tribes of Israel:
of the Reubenites, Eliezer the son of Zichri
was the ruler; of the Simeonites, Shepha-
tiah the son of Maacah;

17 of Levi, Hashabiah the son of Kemuel;
of Aaron, Zadok;

18 of Judah, Elihu, one of the brothers
of David; of Issachar, Omri the son of
Michael;

19 of Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son of Oba-
diah; of Naphtali, Jeremoth the son of
Azriel;

20of the childrenofEphraim,Hoshea the
son of Azaziah; of the half-tribe of Man-
asseh, Joel the son of Pedaiah;

21of thehalf-tribeofManasseh inGilead,
Iddo the son of Zechariah; of Benjamin,
Jaasiel the son of Abner;

22 of Dan, Azarel the son of Jeroham.
These were the captains of the tribes of
Israel.

23 But David didn’t take the number of
them from twenty years old and under, be-
cause Yahweh had said he would increase
Israel like the stars of the sky.

24 Joab the son of Zeruiah began to take a
census, but didn’t finish; and wrath came
on Israel for this. The number wasn’t put
into the account in the chronicles of King
David.

25 Over the king’s treasures was Az-
maveth the son of Adiel. Over the trea-
sures in the fields, in the cities, in the vil-
lages, and in the towers was Jonathan the
son of Uzziah;

26 Over those who did the work of the
field for tillage of the ground was Ezri the
son of Chelub.

27 Over the vineyards was Shimei the
Ramathite. Over the increase of the vine-
yards for the wine cellars was Zabdi the
Shiphmite.

28Over the olive trees and the sycamore
trees that were in the lowland was Baal
Hanan the Gederite. Over the cellars of oil
was Joash.

29Over the herds that fed in Sharon was
Shitrai the Sharonite. Over the herds that
were in the valleys was Shaphat the son of
Adlai.

30 Over the camels was Obil the Ish-
maelite. Over the donkeys was Jehdeiah
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the Meronothite. Over the flocks was Jaziz
the Hagrite.

31 All these were the rulers of the prop-
erty which was King David’s.

32 Also Jonathan, David’s uncle, was a
counselor, a man of understanding, and
a scribe. Jehiel the son of Hachmoni was
with the king’s sons.

33 Ahithophel was the king’s counselor.
Hushai the Archite was the king’s friend.

34After Ahithophelwas Jehoiada the son
of Benaiah, and Abiathar. Joab was the
captain of the king’s army.

28
1 David assembled all the princes of Is-

rael, the princes of the tribes, the captains
of the companies who served the king by
division, the captains of thousands, the
captains of hundreds, and the rulers over
all the substance and possessions of the
king and of his sons, with the officers and
the mighty men, even all the mighty men
of valor, to Jerusalem.

2 Then David the king stood up on his
feet and said, “Hear me, my brothers and
my people! As for me, it was in my heart
to build a house of rest for the ark of
Yahweh’s covenant, and for the footstool
of our God; and I had prepared for the
building.

3But God said to me, ‘You shall not build
a house for my name, because you are a
man of war and have shed blood.’

4 However Yahweh, the God of Israel,
chose me out of all the house of my father
to be king over Israel forever. For he
has chosen Judah to be prince; and in the
house of Judah, the house of my father;
and among the sons of my father he took
pleasure in me to make me king over all
Israel.

5 Of all my sons (for Yahweh has given
me many sons), he has chosen Solomon
my son to sit on the throne of Yahweh’s
kingdom over Israel.

6He said tome, ‘Solomon, your son, shall
build my house and my courts; for I have
chosen him to be my son, and I will be his
father.

7 I will establish his kingdom forever if
hecontinues todomycommandmentsand
my ordinances, as it is today.’

8Now therefore, in the sight of all Israel,
Yahweh’s assembly, and in the audience
of our God, observe and seek out all the
commandments of Yahweh your God, that
you may possess this good land, and leave
it for an inheritance to your children after
you forever.

9You, Solomonmy son, know the God of
your father, and serve him with a perfect
heart andwith awillingmind; for Yahweh
searches all hearts, and understands all
the imaginations of the thoughts. If you
seek him, he will be found by you; but
if you forsake him, he will cast you off
forever.

10 Take heed now, for Yahweh has cho-
sen you to build a house for the sanctuary.
Be strong, and do it.”

11 Then David gave to Solomon his son
the plans for the porch of the temple, for
its houses, for its treasuries, for its upper
rooms, for its inner rooms, for the place of
themercy seat;

12 and the plans of all that he had by the
Spirit, for the courts of Yahweh’s house,
for all the surrounding rooms, for the trea-
suries of God’s house, and for the trea-
suries of the dedicated things;

13also for the divisions of the priests and
the Levites, for all the work of the service
of Yahweh’s house, and for all the vessels
of service in Yahweh’s house—

14 of gold by weight for the gold for all
vessels of every kind of service, for all the
vessels of silver byweight, for all vessels of
every kind of service;

15 by weight also for the lamp stands of
gold, and for its lamps, of gold, by weight
for every lampstandand for its lamps; and
for the lamp stands of silver, by weight
for every lamp stand and for its lamps,
according to the use of every lamp stand;

16and the gold byweight for the tables of
show bread, for every table; and silver for
the tables of silver;

17and the forks, the basins, and the cups,
of pure gold; and for the golden bowls by
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weight for every bowl; and for the silver
bowls by weight for every bowl;

18 and for the altar of incense, refined
gold by weight; and gold for the plans
for the chariot, and the cherubim that
spread out and cover the ark of Yahweh’s
covenant.

19 “All this”, David said, “I have been
made to understand in writing from Yah-
weh’s hand, even all the works of this pat-
tern.”

20 David said to Solomon his son, “Be
strong and courageous, and do it. Don’t be
afraid, nor be dismayed, for Yahweh God,
even my God, is with you. He will not fail
you nor forsake you, until all the work for
the service of Yahweh’s house is finished.

21 Behold, there are the divisions of the
priests and the Levites for all the service of
God’s house. Every willing man who has
skill for any kind of service shall be with
you in all kinds of work. Also the captains
and all the people will be entirely at your
command.”

29
1David the king said to all the assembly,

“Solomon my son, whom alone God has
chosen, is yet young and tender, and the
work is great; for the palace is not forman,
but for Yahweh God.

2Now I have preparedwith allmymight
for the house of my God the gold for the
things of gold, the silver for the things of
silver, the bronze for the things of bronze,
iron for the things of iron, and wood for
the thingsofwood, alsoonyxstones, stones
to be set, stones for inlaid work of various
colors, all kinds of precious stones, and
marble stones in abundance.

3 Inaddition, because Ihave setmyaffec-
tion on the house of my God, since I have
a treasure of my own of gold and silver, I
give it to the house of my God, over and
above all that I have prepared for the holy
house:

4 even three thousand talents of gold,†
of the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand

talents‡ of refined silver, with which to
overlay the walls of the houses;

5 of gold for the things of gold, and of
silver for the things of silver, and for all
kinds of work to be made by the hands
of artisans. Who then offers willingly to
consecrate himself today to Yahweh?”

6 Then the princes of the fathers’ house-
holds, and the princes of the tribes of Is-
rael, and the captains of thousands and of
hundreds, with the rulers over the king’s
work, offered willingly;

7 and they gave for the service of God’s
house of gold five thousand talents§ and
ten thousand darics,† of silver ten thou-
sand talents, of bronze eighteen thousand
talents, and of iron one hundred thousand
talents.

8 People with whom precious stones
were found gave them to the treasure of
Yahweh’s house, under the hand of Jehiel
the Gershonite.

9Then the people rejoiced, because they
offered willingly, because with a perfect
heart they offered willingly to Yahweh;
andDavid the king also rejoicedwith great
joy.

10 Therefore David blessed Yahweh be-
fore all the assembly; and David said, “You
are blessed, Yahweh, the God of Israel our
father, forever and ever.

11 Yours, Yahweh, is the greatness, the
power, the glory, the victory, and the
majesty! For all that is in the heavens
and in the earth is yours. Yours is the
kingdom, Yahweh, and you are exalted as
head above all.

12Both riches andhonor come fromyou,
and you rule over all! In your hand is
power and might! It is in your hand to
make great, and to give strength to all!

13Now therefore, our God, we thank you
and praise your glorious name.

14But who am I, and what is my people,
that we should be able to offer so willingly
as this? For all things come from you, and
we have given you of your own.

† 29:4A talent is about 30 kilogramsor 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 3000 talents is about 90metric tons ‡ 29:4
about 210metric tons § 29:7Atalent is about 30kilogramsor66poundsor965Troyounces, so 5000 talents is about
150 metric tons † 29:7 a daric was a gold coin issued by a Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about 0.27
troy ounces each.
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15 For we are strangers before you and
foreigners, as all our fathers were. Our
days on the earth are as a shadow, and
there is no remaining.

16Yahweh our God, all this store that we
have prepared to build you a house for
your holy name comes from your hand,
and is all your own.

17 I know also, my God, that you try the
heart and have pleasure in uprightness.
As for me, in the uprightness of my heart
I have willingly offered all these things.
Now I have seenwith joy your people, who
are present here, offer willingly to you.

18Yahweh, theGod of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Israel, our fathers, keep this desire
forever in the thoughts of the heart of your
people, and prepare their heart for you;

19 and give to Solomon my son a perfect
heart, to keep your commandments, your
testimonies, and your statutes, and to do
all these things, and to build the palace, for
which I havemade provision.”

20 Then David said to all the assembly,
“Now bless Yahweh your God!”
All the assembly blessed Yahweh, the

Godof their fathers, andboweddowntheir
heads and prostrated themselves before
Yahweh and the king.

21 They sacrificed sacrifices to Yahweh
and offered burnt offerings to Yahweh on
the next day after that day, even one thou-
sand bulls, one thousand rams, and one
thousand lambs,with their drink offerings
and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel,

22 and ate and drank before Yahweh on
that day with great gladness. They made
Solomon the son of David king the second
time, and anointed him before Yahweh to
be prince, and Zadok to be priest.

23 Then Solomon sat on the throne of
Yahweh as king instead of David his father,
and prospered; and all Israel obeyed him.

24 All the princes, the mighty men, and
also all of the sons of KingDavid submitted
themselves to Solomon the king.

25 Yahweh magnified Solomon exceed-
ingly in the sight of all Israel, and gave to
him such royalmajesty as had not been on
any king before him in Israel.

26 Now David the son of Jesse reigned
over all Israel.

27 The time that he reigned over Israel
was forty years; he reigned seven years in
Hebron, and he reigned thirty-three years
in Jerusalem.

28He died at a good old age, full of days,
riches, and honor; and Solomon his son
reigned in his place.

29 Now the acts of David the king, first
and last, behold, they are written in the
history of Samuel the seer, and in the his-
tory of Nathan the prophet, and in the
history of Gad the seer,

30 with all his reign and his might, and
theevents that involvedhim, Israel, andall
the kingdoms of the lands.
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The Second Book of
Chronicles

1 Solomon the son of David was firmly
established in his kingdom, and Yahweh†
his God‡ was with him, and made him
exceedingly great.

2 Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the cap-
tains of thousands and of hundreds, to the
judges, and to every prince in all Israel, the
heads of the fathers’ households.

3 Then Solomon, and all the assembly
with him, went to the high place that was
at Gibeon; for God’s Tent of Meeting was
there, which Yahweh’s servant Moses had
made in the wilderness.

4 But David had brought God’s ark up
fromKiriath Jearim to the place that David
had prepared for it; for he had pitched a
tent for it at Jerusalem.

5 Moreover the bronze altar that Beza-
lel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, had
made was there before Yahweh’s taberna-
cle; and Solomon and the assembly were
seeking counsel there.

6 Solomon went up there to the bronze
altar before Yahweh, which was at the
Tent ofMeeting, and offered one thousand
burnt offerings on it.

7 That night, God appeared to Solomon
and said to him, “Ask for what you want
me to give you.”

8 Solomon said to God, “You have shown
great loving kindness to David my father,
and havemademe king in his place.

9Now, Yahweh God, let your promise to
David my father be established; for you
have made me king over a people like the
dust of the earth inmultitude.

10Now give me wisdom and knowledge,
that I may go out and come in before this
people; forwho can judge this great people
of yours?”

11 God said to Solomon, “Because this
was in your heart, and you have not asked

riches, wealth, honor, or the life of those
who hate you, nor yet have you asked
for long life; but have asked for wisdom
and knowledge for yourself, that you may
judge my people, over whom I have made
you king,

12 therefore wisdom and knowledge is
granted to you. I will give you riches,
wealth, and honor, such as none of the
kings have hadwho have been before you,
and none after you will have.”

13 So Solomon came from the high place
thatwas at Gibeon, frombefore the Tent of
Meeting, to Jerusalem; andhereignedover
Israel.

14Solomon gathered chariots and horse-
men. He had one thousand four hundred
chariots and twelve thousand horsemen
that he placed in the chariot cities, and
with the king at Jerusalem.

15 The king made silver and gold to be
as common as stones in Jerusalem, and
he made cedars to be as common as the
sycamore trees that are in the lowland.

16 The horses which Solomon had were
brought out of Egypt and from Kue. The
king’s merchants purchased them from
Kue.

17 They imported from Egypt then ex-
ported a chariot for six hundred pieces of
silver and a horse for one hundred fifty.§
They also exported them to the Hittite
kings and the Syrian† kings.

2
1Now Solomon decided to build a house

for Yahweh’s name, and a house for his
kingdom.

2Solomoncountedout seventy thousand
men to bear burdens, eighty thousand
men who were stone cutters in the moun-
tains, and three thousand six hundred to
oversee them.

3 Solomon sent to Huram the king of
Tyre, saying, “As you dealt with David my
father, and sent him cedars to build him a
house in which to dwell, so deal withme.

† 1:1 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:1 The
Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:17Thepieces of silverwere probably shekels, so 600 pieces
would be about 13.2 pounds or 6 kilograms of silver, and 150 would be about 3.3 pounds or 1.5 kilograms of silver.
† 1:17 or, Aramean † 2:4 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used
as an interjection.
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4 Behold,† I am about to build a house
for the name of Yahweh my God, to dedi-
cate it to him, to burn before him incense
of sweet spices, for the continual show
bread, and for theburnt offeringsmorning
and evening, on the Sabbaths, on the new
moons, andon the set feasts of Yahwehour
God. This is an ordinance forever to Israel.

5 “The house which I am building will be
great, for our God is greater than all gods.

6 But who is able to build him a house,
since heaven and the heaven of heavens
can’t contain him? Who am I then, that
I should build him a house, except just to
burn incense before him?

7 “Now therefore send me a man skillful
towork in gold, in silver, in bronze, in iron,
and in purple, crimson, and blue, andwho
knows how to engrave engravings, to be
with the skillful men who are with me in
Judah and in Jerusalem, whom David my
father provided.

8 “Send me also cedar trees, cypress
trees, and algum trees out of Lebanon, for
I know that your servants knowhow to cut
timber in Lebanon. Behold, my servants
will be with your servants,

9 even to prepare me timber in abun-
dance; for the house which I am about to
build will be great and wonderful.

10Behold, Iwill give to your servants, the
cutters who cut timber, twenty thousand
cors‡ of beaten wheat, twenty thousand
baths§ of barley, twenty thousand baths of
wine, and twenty thousand baths of oil.”

11 Then Huram the king of Tyre an-
swered in writing, which he sent to
Solomon, “Because Yahweh loves his
people, he has made you king over them.”

12 Huram continued, “Blessed be Yah-
weh, the God of Israel, who made heaven
and earth, who has given to David the king
a wise son, endowed with discretion and
understanding, who would build a house
for Yahweh and a house for his kingdom.

13 Now I have sent a skillful man, en-
dowedwith understanding, Huram-abi,†

14 the son of a woman of the daughters
of Dan; and his father was a man of Tyre.
He is skillful to work in gold, in silver, in
bronze, in iron, in stone, in timber, in pur-
ple, in blue, in fine linen, and in crimson,
also to engrave any kind of engraving and
to devise any device, that there may be a
place appointed to him with your skillful
men, and with the skillful men of my lord
David your father.

15 “Now therefore, the wheat, the barley,
the oil, and the wine which my lord has
spoken of, let him send to his servants;

16 and we will cut wood out of Lebanon,
as much as you need. We will bring it to
you in rafts by sea to Joppa; then you shall
carry it up to Jerusalem.”

17 Solomon counted all the foreigners
who were in the land of Israel, after the
census with which David his father had
counted them; and they found one hun-
dred fifty-three thousand six hundred.

18 He set seventy thousand of them to
bear burdens, eighty thousand who were
stone cutters in the mountains, and three
thousand six hundred overseers to assign
the people their work.

3
1 Then Solomon began to build Yah-

weh’s house at Jerusalem on Mount Mo-
riah, where Yahweh appeared to David
his father, which he prepared in the place
thatDavidhadappointed, on the threshing
floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

2He began to build in the second day of
the secondmonth, in the fourth year of his
reign.

3 Now these are the foundations which
Solomon laid for the building of God’s
house: the length by cubits† after the first
measure was sixty cubits, and the width
twenty cubits.

4 The porch that was in front, its
length, across the width of the house, was
twenty cubits, and the height one hundred

‡ 2:10 1 cor is the same as a homer, or about 55.9 U. S. gallons (liquid) or 211 liters or 6 bushels, so 20,000 cors of
wheat would weigh about 545 metric tons § 2:10 1 bath is one tenth of a cor, or about 5.6 U. S. gallons or 21 liters
or 2.4 pecks. 20,000 baths of barley would weigh about 262 metric tons. † 2:13 or, Huram, my father † 3:3 A
cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbowon aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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twenty; andheoverlaid itwithinwithpure
gold.

5Hemade the larger roomwith a ceiling
of cypress wood, which he overlaid with
fine gold, and ornamented it with palm
trees and chains.

6He decorated the house with precious
stones for beauty. The gold was gold from
Parvaim.

7He also overlaid the house, the beams,
the thresholds, its walls, and its doorswith
gold, and engraved cherubim on thewalls.

8Hemade themostholyplace. Its length,
according to the width of the house, was
twenty cubits, and its width twenty cubits;
and he overlaid it with fine gold, amount-
ing to six hundred talents.‡

9 The weight of the nails was fifty
shekels§ of gold. He overlaid the upper
rooms with gold.

10 In the most holy place he made two
cherubim by carving, and they overlaid
themwith gold.

11 The wings of the cherubim were
twenty cubits long: the wing of the one
was five cubits, reaching to the wall of the
house; and the other wing was five cubits,
reaching to the wing of the other cherub.

12The wing of the other cherub was five
cubits, reaching to the wall of the house;
and the other wingwas five cubits, joining
to the wing of the other cherub.

13 The wings of these cherubim spread
themselves out twenty cubits. They stood
on their feet, and their faces were toward
the house.

14Hemade the veil of blue, purple, crim-
son, and fine linen, and ornamented it
with cherubim.

15Also hemadebefore thehouse twopil-
lars thirty-five cubits high, and the capital
thatwason the topof eachof themwasfive
cubits.

16 He made chains in the inner sanctu-
ary, and put themon the tops of the pillars;

and he made one hundred pomegranates,
and put them on the chains.

17He set up the pillars before the temple,
one on the right hand and the other on
the left; and called the name of that on the
right hand Jachin, and the name of that on
the left Boaz.

4
1 Then he made an altar of bronze,

twenty cubits† long, twenty cubits wide,
and ten cubits high.

2 Also he made the molten sea‡ of ten
cubits from brim to brim. It was round,
five cubits high, and thirty cubits in cir-
cumference.

3 Under it was the likeness of oxen,
which encircled it, for ten cubits, encir-
cling the sea. The oxen were in two rows,
cast when it was cast.

4 It stood on twelve oxen, three looking
toward the north, three looking toward
the west, three looking toward the south,
and three looking toward the east; and the
sea was set on them above, and all their
hindquarters were inward.

5 It was a handbreadth thick. Its brim
was made like the brim of a cup, like the
flower of a lily. It received and held three
thousand baths.§

6Healsomade tenbasins, andputfiveon
the right hand and five on the left, to wash
in them. The things that belonged to the
burnt offering were washed in them, but
the sea was for the priests to wash in.

7Hemade the ten lamp stands of gold ac-
cording to theordinance concerning them;
and he set them in the temple, five on the
right hand and five on the left.

8 He made also ten tables, and placed
them in the temple, five on the right side
and five on the left. Hemade one hundred
basins of gold.

9 Furthermore he made the court of the
priests, the great court, and doors for
the court, and overlaid their doors with
bronze.

‡ 3:8 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 600 talents is about 18 metric tons § 3:9
A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 50 shekels was about 0.5 kilograms or about 16 Troy ounces.
† 4:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. ‡ 4:2 or, pool, or, reservoir § 4:5 A bath is about 5.6 U. S. gallons or 21.1 liters, so 3,000 baths is
about 16,800 gallons or 63.3 kiloliters.
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10He set the sea on the right side of the
house eastward, toward the south.

11Hurammade thepots, the shovels, and
the basins.
So Huram finished doing the work that

he did for King Solomon in God’s house:
12 the two pillars, the bowls, the two cap-

itals which were on the top of the pillars,
the two networks to cover the two bowls
of the capitals that were on the top of the
pillars,

13 and the four hundred pomegranates
for the two networks—two rows of
pomegranates for each network, to cover
the two bowls of the capitals that were on
the pillars.

14He also made the bases, and he made
the basins on the bases—

15one sea, and the twelve oxen under it.
16 Huram-abi† also made the pots, the

shovels, the forks, and all its vessels for
King Solomon, for Yahweh’s house, of
bright bronze.

17 The king cast them in the plain of the
Jordan, in the clay ground between Suc-
coth and Zeredah.

18 Thus Solomon made all these vessels
in great abundance, so that the weight of
the bronze could not be determined.

19 Solomon made all the vessels that
were in God’s house: the golden altar, the
tables with the show bread on them,

20 and the lamp stands with their lamps
to burn according to the ordinance before
the inner sanctuary, of pure gold;

21 and the flowers, the lamps, and the
tongs of gold that was purest gold;

22 and the snuffers, the basins, the
spoons, and the fire pans of pure gold. As
for the entry of the house, its inner doors
for themost holyplace and thedoors of the
main hall of the temple were of gold.

5
1Thus all the work that Solomon did for

Yahweh’s house was finished. Solomon
brought in the things that David his father
had dedicated, even the silver, the gold,
and all the vessels, and put them in the
treasuries of God’s house.

2 Then Solomon assembled the elders of
Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the

princes of the fathers’ households of the
children of Israel, to Jerusalem, to bring
up the ark of Yahweh’s covenant out of
David’s city, which is Zion.

3 So all the men of Israel assembled
themselves to the king at the feast, which
was in the seventhmonth.

4 All the elders of Israel came. The
Levites took up the ark.

5 They brought up the ark, the Tent of
Meeting, and all the holy vessels that were
in the Tent. The Levitical priests brought
these up.

6King Solomon and all the congregation
of Israel whowere assembled to himwere
before the ark, sacrificing sheep and cattle
that could not be counted or numbered for
multitude.

7 The priests brought in the ark of Yah-
weh’s covenant to its place, into the inner
sanctuary of the house, to the most holy
place, even under the wings of the cheru-
bim.

8 For the cherubim spread out their
wings over the place of the ark, and the
cherubim covered the ark and its poles
above.

9The poles were so long that the ends of
the poles were seen from the ark in front
of the inner sanctuary, but they were not
seen outside; and it is there to this day.

10 There was nothing in the ark except
the two tablets which Moses put there at
Horeb, when Yahweh made a covenant
with the children of Israel, when they
came out of Egypt.

11When the priests had come out of the
holy place (for all the priests who were
present had sanctified themselves, and
didn’t keep their divisions;

12 also the Levites who were the singers,
all of them, evenAsaph, Heman, Jeduthun,
and their sons and their brothers, arrayed
infine linen,with cymbals and stringed in-
struments and harps, stood at the east end
of the altar, and with them one hundred
twenty priests sounding with trumpets);

13 when the trumpeters and singers
were as one, to make one sound to be
heard in praising and thanking Yahweh;
and when they lifted up their voice with

† 4:16 “abi”means “his father”



2 Chronicles 5:14 451 2 Chronicles 6:20

the trumpets and cymbals and instru-
ments of music, and praised Yahweh, say-
ing,
“For he is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever!”

then the house was filled with a cloud,
even Yahweh’s house,
14so that thepriests couldnot stand tomin-
ister by reason of the cloud; for Yahweh’s
glory filled God’s house.

6
1 Then Solomon said, “Yahweh has said

that he would dwell in the thick darkness.
2But I have built you a house and home,

a place for you to dwell in forever.”
3Theking turnedhis face, andblessedall

the assembly of Israel; and all the assem-
bly of Israel stood.

4He said, “BlessedbeYahweh, theGodof
Israel, who spoke with his mouth to David
my father, and has with his hands fulfilled
it, saying,

5 ‘Since the day that I brought my people
out of the land of Egypt, I chose no city out
of all the tribes of Israel to build a house in,
that my name might be there, and I chose
noman to be prince overmy people Israel;

6 but now I have chosen Jerusalem, that
my name might be there; and I have cho-
sen David to be over my people Israel.’

7 Now it was in the heart of David my
father to build a house for the name of
Yahweh, the God of Israel.

8 But Yahweh said to David my father,
‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a
house formyname, youdidwell that itwas
in your heart;

9 nevertheless you shall not build the
house, but your son who will come out of
your body, he shall build the house for my
name.’

10 “Yahweh has performed his word that
he spoke; for I have risen up in the place of
David my father, and sit on the throne of
Israel, asYahwehpromised, andhavebuilt
the house for the nameof Yahweh, theGod
of Israel.

11 There I have set the ark, in which is
Yahweh’s covenant, which he made with
the children of Israel.”

12He stood before Yahweh’s altar in the
presence of all the assembly of Israel, and
spread out his hands

13 (for Solomon hadmade a bronze plat-
form, five cubits† long, five cubits wide,
and three cubits high, and had set it in
the middle of the court; and he stood on
it, and knelt down on his knees before all
the assembly of Israel, and spread out his
hands toward heaven).

14 Then he said, “Yahweh, the God of
Israel, there is no God like you in heaven
or on earth—you who keep covenant and
loving kindness with your servants who
walk before you with all their heart;

15 who have kept with your servant
David my father that which you promised
him. Yes, you spoke with your mouth, and
have fulfilled it with your hand, as it is
today.

16 “Now therefore, Yahweh, the God of
Israel, keep with your servant David my
father that which you have promised him,
saying, ‘There shall not fail you a man in
my sight to sit on the throne of Israel, if
only your children take heed to their way,
to walk in my law as you have walked
before me.’

17 Now therefore, Yahweh, the God of
Israel, let yourwordbeverified,whichyou
spoke to your servant David.

18 “But will God indeed dwell with men
on the earth? Behold, heaven and the
heaven of heavens can’t contain you; how
much less this house which I have built!

19Yet have respect for the prayer of your
servant and to his supplication, Yahweh
my God, to listen to the cry and to the
prayer which your servant prays before
you;

20 that your eyes may be open toward
this house day and night, even toward the
place where you have said that you would
put your name, to listen to the prayer
which your servant will pray toward this
place.

† 6:13 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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21 Listen to the petitions of your servant
and of your people Israel, when they pray
toward this place. Yes, hear from your
dwelling place, even from heaven; and
when you hear, forgive.

22 “If a man sins against his neighbor,
and an oath is laid on him to cause him
to swear, and he comes and swears before
your altar in this house,

23 then hear from heaven, act, and judge
your servants, bringing retribution to the
wicked, to bring his way on his own head;
and justifying the righteous, to give him
according to his righteousness.

24 “If your people Israel are struck
down before the enemy because they
have sinned against you, and they turn
again and confess your name, and pray
and make supplication before you in this
house,

25 then hear from heaven, and forgive
the sin of your people Israel, and bring
them again to the land which you gave to
them and to their fathers.

26 “When the sky is shut up and there is
no rain because they have sinned against
you, if they pray toward this place and
confess yourname, and turn fromtheir sin
when you afflict them,

27 then hear in heaven, and forgive the
sin of your servants, your people Israel,
when you teach them the good way in
which they should walk, and send rain on
your land, which you have given to your
people for an inheritance.

28 “If there is famine in the land, if there
is pestilence, if there is blight ormildew, lo-
cust or caterpillar; if their enemies besiege
them in the land of their cities; whatever
plague or whatever sickness there is—

29 whatever prayer and supplication is
made by any man, or by all your people
Israel, whowill each know his own plague
and his own sorrow, and shall spread out
his hands toward this house,

30 then hear from heaven your dwelling
place and forgive, and give to every man
according to all his ways, whose heart you
know (for you, even you only, know the
hearts of the children of men),

31 that theymay fear you, towalk in your
ways as long as they live in the landwhich
you gave to our fathers.

32 “Moreover, concerning the foreigner,
who is not of your people Israel, when he
comes from a far country for your great
name’s sake and your mighty hand and
your outstretched arm, when they come
and pray toward this house,

33 then hear from heaven, even from
your dwelling place, and do according to
all that the foreigner calls to you for; that
all the peoples of the earthmay knowyour
name and fear you, as do your people
Israel, and that they may know that this
house which I have built is called by your
name.

34 “If your people go out to battle against
their enemies, by whatever way you send
them, and they pray to you toward this
citywhich you have chosen, and the house
which I have built for your name;

35 then hear from heaven their prayer
and their supplication, andmaintain their
cause.

36 “If they sin against you (for there is no
man who doesn’t sin), and you are angry
with them and deliver them to the enemy,
so that they carry them away captive to a
land far off or near;

37 yet if they come to their senses in
the land where they are carried captive,
and turn again, and make supplication to
you in the land of their captivity, saying,
‘Wehave sinned,wehavedoneperversely,
and have dealt wickedly;’

38 if they return to you with all their
heart and with all their soul in the land
of their captivity, where they have been
taken captive, and pray toward their land
which you gave to their fathers, and the
city which you have chosen, and toward
the house which I have built for your
name;

39 then hear from heaven, even from
your dwelling place, their prayer and
their petitions, and maintain their cause,
and forgive your people who have sinned
against you.

40 “Now,myGod, let, I beg you, your eyes
be open, and let your ears be attentive to
the prayer that is made in this place.
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41 “Now therefore arise, Yahweh God,
into your resting place, you, and the ark
of your strength. Let your priests, Yahweh
God, be clothed with salvation, and let
your saints rejoice in goodness.

42“YahwehGod, don’t turnaway the face
of your anointed. Remember your loving
kindnesses to David your servant.”

7
1Nowwhen Solomon had finished pray-

ing, fire came down from heaven and con-
sumed the burnt offering and the sacri-
fices; and Yahweh’s glory filled the house.

2 The priests could not enter into Yah-
weh’s house, because Yahweh’s gloryfilled
Yahweh’s house.

3 All the children of Israel looked on,
when the fire came down, and Yahweh’s
glorywas on the house. They bowed them-
selveswith their faces to the ground on the
pavement, worshiped, and gave thanks to
Yahweh, saying,
“For he is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever!”

4Then thekingandall thepeople offered
sacrifices before Yahweh.

5 King Solomon offered a sacrifice of
twenty-two thousand head of cattle and a
hundred twenty thousand sheep. So the
king and all the people dedicated God’s
house.

6 The priests stood, according to their
positions; the Levites also with instru-
ments of music of Yahweh, which David
the king had made to give thanks to Yah-
weh, when David praised by their min-
istry, saying “For his loving kindness en-
dures forever.” The priests sounded trum-
pets before them; and all Israel stood.

7Moreover Solomonmade themiddle of
the court that was before Yahweh’s house
holy; for there he offered the burnt of-
ferings and the fat of the peace offerings,
because the bronze altar which Solomon
hadmadewasnot able to receive theburnt
offering, the meal offering, and the fat.

8 So Solomon held the feast at that time
for seven days, and all Israel with him, a
very great assembly, from the entrance of
Hamath to the brook of Egypt.

9 On the eighth day, they held a solemn
assembly; for they kept the dedication of
the altar seven days, and the feast seven
days.

10On the twenty-third day of the seventh
month, he sent the people away to their
tents, joyful and glad of heart for the good-
ness that Yahweh had shown to David, to
Solomon, and to Israel his people.

11 Thus Solomon finished Yahweh’s
house and the king’s house; and he
successfully completed all that came into
Solomon’s heart to make in Yahweh’s
house and in his own house.

12 Then Yahweh appeared to Solomon
by night, and said to him, “I have heard
your prayer, and have chosen this place
for myself for a house of sacrifice.

13 “If I shut up the sky so that there is no
rain, or if I command the locust to devour
the land, or if I send pestilence among my
people,

14 if my people who are called by my
name will humble themselves, pray, seek
my face, and turn from their wickedways,
then I will hear from heaven, will forgive
their sin, and will heal their land.

15 Now my eyes will be open and my
ears attentive to prayer that ismade in this
place.

16 For now I have chosen and made this
house holy, that my name may be there
forever; andmy eyes andmy heart will be
there perpetually.

17 “As for you, if you will walk before
me as David your father walked, and do
according to all that I have commanded
you, and will keep my statutes and my
ordinances,

18 then Iwill establish the throne of your
kingdom, according as I covenanted with
David your father, saying, ‘There shall not
fail you aman to be ruler in Israel.’

19 But if you turn away and forsake my
statutes and my commandments which I
havesetbeforeyou, andgoandserveother
gods and worship them,

20 then I will pluck them up by the roots
out of my land which I have given them;
and this house, which I have made holy
for my name, I will cast out of my sight,
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and I will make it a proverb and a byword
among all peoples.

21This house, which is so high, everyone
who passes by it will be astonished and
say, ‘WhyhasYahwehdone this to this land
and to this house?’

22 They shall answer, ‘Because they
abandoned Yahweh, the God of their
fathers, who brought them out of the land
of Egypt, and took other gods, worshiped
them, and served them. Therefore he has
brought all this evil on them.’ ”

8
1 At the end of twenty years, in which

Solomonhad built Yahweh’s house andhis
own house,

2 Solomon built the cities which Huram
had given to Solomon, and caused the chil-
dren of Israel to dwell there.

3 Solomon went to Hamath Zobah, and
prevailed against it.

4He built Tadmor in thewilderness, and
all the storage cities, which he built in
Hamath.

5Also he built Beth Horon the upper and
Beth Horon the lower, fortified cities with
walls, gates, and bars;

6 and Baalath, and all the storage cities
that Solomon had, and all the cities for his
chariots, the cities for his horsemen, and
all that Solomon desired to build for his
pleasure in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in
all the land of his dominion.

7As forall thepeoplewhowere left of the
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, whowere not of
Israel—

8 of their children who were left after
them in the land, whom the children of
Israel didn’t consume—of them Solomon
conscripted forced labor to this day.

9 But of the children of Israel, Solomon
made no servants for his work, but they
weremen ofwar, chief of his captains, and
rulers of his chariots and of his horsemen.

10 These were the chief officers of King
Solomon, even two-hundred fifty, who
ruled over the people.

11SolomonbroughtupPharaoh’s daugh-
ter out of David’s city to the house that he

hadbuilt forher; forhe said, “Mywife shall
not dwell in the house of David king of
Israel, because the places where Yahweh’s
ark has come are holy.”

12Then Solomon offered burnt offerings
to YahwehonYahweh’s altarwhich hehad
built before the porch,

13evenas thedutyof everyday required,
offering according to the commandment
of Moses on the Sabbaths, on the new
moons, and on the set feasts, three times
per year, during the feast of unleavened
bread, during the feast of weeks, and dur-
ing the feast of booths.†

14 He appointed, according to the ordi-
nance of David his father, the divisions of
the priests to their service, and the Levites
to their offices, to praise and to minister
before the priests, as the duty of every day
required, the doorkeepers also by their
divisions at every gate, for David the man
of God had so commanded.

15 They didn’t depart from the com-
mandment of the king to the priests and
Levites concerning anymatter or concern-
ing the treasures.

16Now all the work of Solomon was ac-
complished from thedayof the foundation
of Yahweh’s house until it was finished. So
Yahweh’s house was completed.

17 Then Solomon went to Ezion Geber
and to Eloth, on the seashore in the land of
Edom.

18 Huram sent him ships and servants
whohadknowledgeof theseaby thehands
of his servants; and they came with the
servants of Solomon to Ophir, and brought
from there four hundred fifty talents‡ of
gold, and brought them to King Solomon.

9
1When the queen of Sheba heard of the

fameof Solomon, she came to test Solomon
with hard questions at Jerusalem, with
a very great caravan, including camels
that bore spices, gold in abundance, and
precious stones. When she had come to
Solomon, she talked with him about all
that was in her heart.

† 8:13 or, feast of tents (Sukkot) ‡ 8:18 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 450
talents is about 13.5 metric tons
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2 Solomon answered all her questions.
There wasn’t anything hidden from
Solomonwhich he didn’t tell her.

3When the queen of Sheba had seen the
wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had
built,

4 the food of his table, the seating of his
servants, the attendance of his ministers,
their clothing, his cup bearers and their
clothing, and his ascent by which he went
up to Yahweh’s house, there was no more
spirit in her.†

5 She said to the king, “It was a true
report that I heard inmy own land of your
acts and of your wisdom.

6 However I didn’t believe their words
until I came, and my eyes had seen it;
and behold half of the greatness of your
wisdom wasn’t told me. You exceed the
fame that I heard!

7 Happy are your men, and happy are
these your servants, who stand continu-
ally before you and hear your wisdom.

8 Blessed be Yahweh your God, who de-
lighted in you and set you on his throne
to be king for Yahweh your God, because
your God loved Israel, to establish them
forever. Therefore he made you king over
them, to do justice and righteousness.”

9 She gave the king one hundred and
twenty talents‡ of gold, spices in great
abundance, and precious stones. There
was never before such spice as the queen
of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

10 The servants of Huram and the ser-
vants of Solomon, who brought gold from
Ophir, also brought algum trees§ and pre-
cious stones.

11 The king used algum tree wood to
make terraces for Yahweh’s house and for
the king’s house, and harps and stringed
instruments for the singers. There were
none like these seen before in the land of
Judah.

12 King Solomon gave to the queen of
Sheba all her desire, whatever she asked,

more than that which she had brought to
the king. So she turned and went to her
own land, she and her servants.

13 Now the weight of gold that came
to Solomon in one year was six hundred
sixty-six talents† of gold,

14 in addition to that which the traders
and merchants brought. All the kings of
Arabia and the governors of the country
brought gold and silver to Solomon.

15 King Solomon made two hundred
large shields of beaten gold. Six hundred
shekels‡ of beaten gold went to one large
shield.

16 He made three hundred shields of
beaten gold. Three hundred shekels§ of
goldwent to one shield. The king put them
in the House of the Forest of Lebanon.

17 Moreover the king made a great
throne of ivory, and overlaid it with pure
gold.

18 There were six steps to the throne,
with a footstool of gold, which were fas-
tened to the throne, andarmrests oneither
side by the place of the seat, and two lions
standing beside the armrests.

19 Twelve lions stood there on the one
side and on the other on the six steps.
There was nothing like it made in any
other kingdom.

20 All King Solomon’s drinking vessels
were of gold, and all the vessels of the
House of the Forest of Lebanon were of
pure gold. Silver was not considered valu-
able in the days of Solomon.

21 For the king had ships that went to
Tarshish with Huram’s servants. Once
every three years, the ships of Tarshish
came bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and
peacocks.

22 So King Solomon exceeded all the
kings of the earth in riches and wisdom.

23 All the kings of the earth sought the
presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom,
which God had put in his heart.

† 9:4 or, she was breathless. ‡ 9:9 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 120 talents
is about 3.6metric tons § 9:10 possibly Indian sandalwood, which has nice grain and a pleasant scent and is good
for woodworking † 9:13A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 666 talents is about 20
metric tons ‡ 9:15 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 600 shekels was about 6 kilograms or
about 192 Troy ounces. § 9:16 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 300 shekels was about 3
kilograms or about 96 Troy ounces.
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24 They each brought tribute: vessels
of silver, vessels of gold, clothing, armor,
spices, horses, andmules every year.

25 Solomon had four thousand stalls for
horses and chariots, and twelve thousand
horsemen that he stationed in the chariot
cities and with the king at Jerusalem.

26 He ruled over all the kings from the
River even to the land of the Philistines,
and to the border of Egypt.

27 The king made silver as common in
Jerusalemas stones, andhemadecedars to
be as abundant as the sycamore trees that
are in the lowland.

28 They brought horses for Solomon out
of Egypt and out of all lands.

29 Now the rest of the acts of Solomon,
first and last, aren’t they written in the
history of Nathan the prophet, and in the
prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and in
the visions of Iddo the seer concerning
Jeroboam the son of Nebat?

30Solomon reigned in Jerusalemover all
Israel forty years.

31Solomon slept with his fathers, and he
was buried in his father David’s city; and
Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.

10
1 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all

Israel had come to Shechem to make him
king.

2When Jeroboam the sonofNebat heard
of it (for he was in Egypt, where he had
fled from the presence of King Solomon),
Jeroboam returned out of Egypt.

3 They sent and called him; and Jer-
oboam and all Israel came, and they spoke
to Rehoboam, saying,

4 “Your father made our yoke grievous.
Now therefore make the grievous service
of your father andhisheavyyokewhichhe
put on us, lighter, and wewill serve you.”

5 He said to them, “Come again to me
after three days.”
So the people departed.
6 King Rehoboam took counsel with the

old men, who had stood before Solomon
his fatherwhile he yet lived, saying, “What
counsel do you give me about how to an-
swer these people?”

7 They spoke to him, saying, “If you are
kind to these people, please them, and
speak good words to them, then they will
be your servants forever.”

8 But he abandoned the counsel of the
old men which they had given him, and
took counsel with the youngmenwho had
grownupwith him,who stood before him.

9He said to them, “What counsel do you
give, that we may give an answer to these
people, who have spoken to me, saying,
‘Make the yoke that your father put on us
lighter’?”

10 The young men who had grown up
with him spoke to him, saying, “Thus you
shall tell the people who spoke to you,
saying, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy,
but make it lighter on us;’ thus you shall
say to them, ‘My little finger is thicker than
my father’s waist.

11Nowwhereasmy fatherburdenedyou
with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke.
My father chastised you with whips, but I
will chastise you with scorpions.’ ”

12 So Jeroboam and all the people came
to Rehoboam the third day, as the king
asked, saying, “Come tome again the third
day.”

13The king answered them roughly; and
King Rehoboam abandoned the counsel of
the old men,

14and spoke to them after the counsel of
the young men, saying, “My father made
your yoke heavy, but I will add to it. My
father chastised you with whips, but I will
chastise you with scorpions.”

15 So the king didn’t listen to the people;
for it was brought about by God, that Yah-
weh might establish his word, which he
spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam
the son of Nebat.

16Whenall Israel sawthat thekingdidn’t
listen to them, the people answered the
king, saying, “What portion do we have in
David? We don’t have an inheritance in
the son of Jesse! Every man to your tents,
Israel! Nowsee to your ownhouse, David.”
So all Israel departed to their tents.

17 But as for the children of Israel who
lived in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam
reigned over them.
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18 Then King Rehoboam sent Hadoram,
who was over the men subject to forced
labor; and the children of Israel stoned
him to death with stones. King Rehoboam
hurried to get himself up to his chariot, to
flee to Jerusalem.

19 So Israel rebelled against David’s
house to this day.

11
1 When Rehoboam had come to

Jerusalem, he assembled the house of
Judah and Benjamin, one hundred eighty
thousand chosenmenwhowerewarriors,
tofight against Israel, tobring thekingdom
again to Rehoboam.

2 But Yahweh’s word came to Shemaiah
theman of God, saying,

3 “Speak to Rehoboam the son of
Solomon, king of Judah, and to all Israel
in Judah and Benjamin, saying,

4 ‘Yahweh says, “You shall not go up, nor
fight against your brothers! Everyman re-
turn to his house; for this thing is ofme.” ’ ”
So they listened to Yahweh’s words, and
returned from going against Jeroboam.

5Rehoboamlived in Jerusalem, andbuilt
cities for defense in Judah.

6He built Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa,
7Beth Zur, Soco, Adullam,
8Gath, Mareshah, Ziph,
9Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah,
10Zorah, Aijalon, andHebron,which are

fortified cities in Judah and in Benjamin.
11 He fortified the strongholds and put

captains in them with stores of food, oil
and wine.

12Heput shields and spears in every city,
andmade them exceedingly strong. Judah
and Benjamin belonged to him.

13 The priests and the Levites who were
in all Israel stood with him out of all their
territory.

14For the Levites left their pasture lands
and their possessions, and came to Judah
and Jerusalem; for Jeroboam and his sons
cast them off, that they should not execute
the priest’s office to Yahweh.

15 He himself appointed priests for the
highplaces, for themale goat and calf idols
which he hadmade.

16 After them, out of all the tribes of Is-
rael, thosewho set their hearts to seekYah-
weh, the God of Israel, came to Jerusalem
to sacrifice to Yahweh, the God of their
fathers.

17 So they strengthened the kingdom of
Judah and made Rehoboam the son of
Solomon strong for three years, for they
walked threeyears in thewayofDavidand
Solomon.

18Rehoboam tookawife forhimself,Ma-
halath the daughter of Jerimoth the son of
David and of Abihail the daughter of Eliab
the son of Jesse.

19 She bore him sons: Jeush, Shemariah,
and Zaham.

20 After her, he took Maacah the grand-
daughter of Absalom; and she bore him
Abijah, Attai, Ziza, and Shelomith.

21 Rehoboam loved Maacah the grand-
daughter of Absalom above all his wives
and his concubines; for he took eighteen
wives and sixty concubines, and became
the father of twenty-eight sons and sixty
daughters.

22 Rehoboam appointed Abijah the son
of Maacah to be chief, the prince among
his brothers, for he intended to make him
king.

23 He dealt wisely, and dispersed some
of his sons throughout all the lands of Ju-
dah and Benjamin, to every fortified city.
He gave them food in abundance; and he
sought manywives for them.

12
1 When the kingdom of Rehoboam was

established and he was strong, he aban-
doned Yahweh’s law, and all Israel with
him.

2 In the fifth year of King Rehoboam,
Shishak king of Egypt came up against
Jerusalem, because they had trespassed
against Yahweh,

3with twelve hundred chariots and sixty
thousand horsemen. The people were
without number who came with him out
of Egypt: the Lubim, the Sukkiim, and the
Ethiopians.

4 He took the fortified cities which be-
longed to Judah, and came to Jerusalem.
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5 Now Shemaiah the prophet came to
Rehoboam and to the princes of Judah,
who were gathered together to Jerusalem
because of Shishak, and said to them, “Yah-
weh says, ‘You have forsaken me, there-
fore I have also left you in the hand of
Shishak.’ ”

6 Then the princes of Israel and the king
humbled themselves; and they said, “Yah-
weh is righteous.”

7When Yahweh saw that they humbled
themselves, Yahweh’s word came to She-
maiah, saying, “They have humbled them-
selves. I will not destroy them, but I
will grant them some deliverance, and my
wrath won’t be poured out on Jerusalem
by the hand of Shishak.

8Nevertheless they will be his servants,
that they may know my service, and the
service of the kingdoms of the countries.”

9 So Shishak king of Egypt came up
against Jerusalem and took away the trea-
sures of Yahweh’s house and the treasures
of the king’s house. He took it all away. He
also took away the shields of gold which
Solomon hadmade.

10 King Rehoboam made shields of
bronze in their place, and committed them
to the hands of the captains of the guard,
who kept the door of the king’s house.

11As often as the king entered into Yah-
weh’s house, the guard came and bore
them, then brought them back into the
guard room.

12When he humbled himself, Yahweh’s
wrath turned from him, so as not to de-
stroy him altogether. Moreover, there
were good things found in Judah.

13 So King Rehoboam strengthened him-
self in Jerusalem and reigned; for Re-
hoboam was forty-one years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned seventeen
years in Jerusalem, the city which Yahweh
had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel
to put his name there. His mother’s name
was Naamah the Ammonitess.

14Hedid thatwhichwas evil, because he
didn’t set his heart to seek Yahweh.

15 Now the acts of Rehoboam, first and
last, aren’t they written in the histories
of Shemaiah the prophet and of Iddo the
seer, in the genealogies? There were wars

between Rehoboam and Jeroboam contin-
ually.

16 Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and
was buried in David’s city; and Abijah his
son reigned in his place.

13
1 In the eighteenth year of King Jer-

oboam, Abijah began to reign over Judah.
2 He reigned three years in Jerusalem.

Hismother’snamewasMicaiah thedaugh-
ter of Uriel of Gibeah. There was war
between Abijah and Jeroboam.

3 Abijah joined battle with an army of
valiant men of war, even four hundred
thousand chosen men; and Jeroboam set
the battle in array against him with eight
hundred thousand chosenmen, whowere
mighty men of valor.

4 Abijah stood up on Mount Zemaraim,
which is in the hill country of Ephraim,
and said, “Hear me, Jeroboam and all Is-
rael:

5 Ought you not to know that Yahweh,
the God of Israel, gave the kingdom over
Israel to David forever, even to him and to
his sons by a covenant of salt?

6Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the ser-
vant of Solomon the son of David, rose up,
and rebelled against his lord.

7 Worthless men were gathered to
him, wicked fellows who strengthened
themselves against Rehoboam the son of
Solomon, when Rehoboamwas young and
tender hearted, and could not withstand
them.

8 “Nowyou intend towithstand the king-
dom of Yahweh in the hand of the sons of
David. You are a great multitude, and the
golden calves which Jeroboam made you
for gods are with you.

9 Haven’t you driven out the priests
of Yahweh, the sons of Aaron, and the
Levites, and made priests for yourselves
according to the ways of the peoples of
other lands? Whoever comes to conse-
crate himself with a young bull and seven
rams may be a priest of those who are no
gods.

10 “But as for us, Yahweh is our God, and
wehavenot forsakenhim. Wehavepriests
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servingYahweh, the sonsofAaron, and the
Levites in their work.

11 They burn to Yahweh every morning
and every evening burnt offerings and
sweet incense. They also set the show
bread in order on the pure table, and care
for the gold lamp stand with its lamps,
to burn every evening; for we keep the
instruction of Yahweh our God, but you
have forsaken him.

12Behold, God iswithus at ourhead, and
his priests with the trumpets of alarm to
sound an alarm against you. Children of
Israel, don’t fight against Yahweh, the God
of your fathers; for you will not prosper.”

13 But Jeroboam caused an ambush to
come about behind them; so they were
before Judah, and the ambushwas behind
them.

14When Judah looked back, behold, the
battle was before and behind them; and
they cried to Yahweh, and the priests
sounded with the trumpets.

15 Then the men of Judah gave a shout.
As the men of Judah shouted, God struck
Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and
Judah.

16 The children of Israel fled before Ju-
dah, and God delivered them into their
hand.

17Abijah andhis people killed themwith
a great slaughter, so five hundred thou-
sand chosenmen of Israel fell down slain.

18 Thus the children of Israel were
brought under at that time, and the
children of Judah prevailed, because they
relied on Yahweh, the God of their fathers.

19 Abijah pursued Jeroboam, and took
cities fromhim: Bethel with its villages, Je-
shanah with its villages, and Ephron with
its villages.

20 Jeroboam didn’t recover strength
again in the days of Abijah. Yahweh struck
him, and he died.

21 But Abijah grew mighty and took
for himself fourteen wives, and became
the father of twenty-two sons and sixteen
daughters.

22The rest of the acts of Abijah, hisways,
andhis sayingsarewritten in the commen-
tary of the prophet Iddo.

14
1 So Abijah slept with his fathers, and

theyburiedhim inDavid’s city; andAsahis
son reigned in his place. In his days, the
land was quiet ten years.

2Asa did that which was good and right
in Yahweh his God’s eyes,

3 for he took away the foreign altars and
thehighplaces, broke down the pillars, cut
down the Asherah poles,

4 and commanded Judah to seek Yah-
weh, the God of their fathers, and to obey
his law and command.

5Also he took away out of all the cities of
Judah the high places and the sun images;
and the kingdomwas quiet before him.

6He built fortified cities in Judah; for the
landwas quiet, and he had nowar in those
years, becauseYahwehhadgivenhimrest.

7 For he said to Judah, “Let’s build these
cities and make walls around them, with
towers, gates, and bars. The land is yet
beforeus, becausewehavesoughtYahweh
our God. We have sought him, and he has
given us rest on every side.” So they built
and prospered.

8 Asa had an army of three hundred
thousand out of Judah who bore bucklers
and spears, and two hundred eighty thou-
sandoutofBenjaminwhobore shieldsand
drew bows. All these were mighty men of
valor.

9 Zerah the Ethiopian came out against
themwith an army of amillion troops and
three hundred chariots, and he came to
Mareshah.

10 Then Asa went out to meet him, and
they set the battle in array in the valley of
Zephathah at Mareshah.

11Asa cried to Yahweh his God, and said,
“Yahweh, there is no one besides you to
help, between themightyandhimwhohas
no strength. Help us, Yahweh our God; for
we rely on you, and in your name are we
come against this multitude. Yahweh, you
are our God. Don’t let man prevail against
you.”

12 So Yahweh struck the Ethiopians be-
foreAsaandbefore Judah; and theEthiopi-
ans fled.
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13Asaand thepeoplewhowerewithhim
pursued them to Gerar. So many of the
Ethiopians fell that they could not recover
themselves, for they were destroyed be-
fore Yahweh and before his army. Judah’s
army carried away verymuch booty.

14They struck all the cities aroundGerar,
for the fear of Yahweh came on them.
They plundered all the cities, for therewas
much plunder in them.

15 They also struck the tents of those
whohad livestock, andcarriedawaysheep
and camels in abundance, then returned
to Jerusalem.

15
1 The Spirit of God came on Azariah the

son of Oded.
2 He went out to meet Asa, and said to

him, “Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and
Benjamin! Yahweh is with you while you
are with him; and if you seek him, he will
be found by you; but if you forsake him, he
will forsake you.

3Now for a long time Israel was without
the true God, without a teaching priest,
and without law.

4 But when in their distress they turned
to Yahweh, the God of Israel, and sought
him, he was found by them.

5 In those times there was no peace to
him who went out, nor to him who came
in; but great troubles were on all the in-
habitants of the lands.

6 They were broken in pieces, nation
against nation, and city against city; for
God troubled themwith all adversity.

7But you be strong! Don’t let your hands
be slack, for your work will be rewarded.”

8 When Asa heard these words and the
prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took
courage, and put away the abominations
out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin,
and out of the cities which he had taken
from the hill country of Ephraim; and he
renewed Yahweh’s altar that was before
Yahweh’s porch.

9 He gathered all Judah and Benjamin,
and those who lived with them out of
Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon; for they
came to him out of Israel in abundance

when they saw that Yahweh his God was
with him.

10 So they gathered themselves together
at Jerusalem in the third month, in the
fifteenth year of Asa’s reign.

11They sacrificed to Yahweh in that day,
of the plunder which they had brought,
seven hundred head of cattle and seven
thousand sheep.

12They entered into the covenant to seek
Yahweh, the God of their fathers, with all
their heart and with all their soul;

13and that whoeverwould not seek Yah-
weh, the God of Israel, should be put to
death, whether small or great, whether
man or woman.

14 They swore to Yahweh with a loud
voice, with shouting, with trumpets, and
with cornets.

15All Judah rejoiced at the oath, for they
had sworn with all their heart and sought
him with their whole desire; and he was
found by them. Then Yahweh gave them
rest all around.

16 Also Maacah, the mother of Asa
the king, he removed from being queen
mother, because she had made an abom-
inable image for an Asherah; so Asa cut
down her image, ground it into dust, and
burned it at the brook Kidron.

17 But the high places were not taken
away out of Israel; nevertheless the heart
of Asa was perfect all his days.

18 He brought the things that his father
haddedicatedand thathehimselfhadded-
icated, silver, gold, and vessels into God’s
house.

19 There was no more war to the thirty-
fifth year of Asa’s reign.

16
1 In the thirty-sixth year of Asa’s reign,

Baasha king of Israel went up against Ju-
dah, and built Ramah, that he might not
allow anyone to go out or come in to Asa
king of Judah.

2 Then Asa brought out silver and gold
out of the treasures of Yahweh’s house and
of the king’s house, and sent to Ben Hadad
king of Syria, who lived at Damascus, say-
ing,

3 “Let there be a treaty between me and
you, as there was between my father and
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your father. Behold, I have sent you sil-
ver and gold. Go, break your treaty with
Baasha king of Israel, that he may depart
fromme.”

4 Ben Hadad listened to King Asa, and
sent the captains of his armies against the
cities of Israel; and they struck Ijon, Dan,
Abel Maim, and all the storage cities of
Naphtali.

5 When Baasha heard of it, he stopped
building Ramah, and let his work cease.

6 Then Asa the king took all Judah, and
they carried away the stones and timber of
Ramah, with which Baasha had built; and
he built Geba andMizpah with them.

7 At that time Hanani the seer came to
Asa king of Judah, and said to him, “Be-
cause you have relied on the king of Syria,
and have not relied on Yahweh your God,
therefore the army of the king of Syria has
escaped out of your hand.

8Weren’t theEthiopiansand theLubima
huge army, with chariots and exceedingly
many horsemen? Yet, because you relied
on Yahweh, he delivered them into your
hand.

9 For Yahweh’s eyes run back and forth
throughout the whole earth, to show him-
self strong in the behalf of them whose
heart is perfect toward him. You have
done foolishly in this; for fromnowon you
will have wars.”

10Then Asawas angrywith the seer, and
put him in the prison; for he was in a
rage with him because of this thing. Asa
oppressed some of the people at the same
time.

11 Behold, the acts of Asa, first and last,
behold, they are written in the book of the
kings of Judah and Israel.

12 In the thirty-ninth year of his reign,
Asa was diseased in his feet. His disease
was exceedingly great; yet in his disease
he didn’t seek Yahweh, but just the physi-
cians.

13Asa slept with his fathers, and died in
the forty-first year of his reign.

14 They buried him in his own tomb,
which he had dug out for himself in
David’s city, and laid him in the bed which
was filled with sweet odors and various
kinds of spices prepared by the perfumers’

art; and they made a very great fire for
him.

17
1 Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his

place, and strengthened himself against
Israel.

2 He placed forces in all the fortified
cities of Judah, and set garrisons in the
land of Judah and in the cities of Ephraim,
which Asa his father had taken.

3 Yahweh was with Jehoshaphat, be-
cause he walked in the first ways of his
father David, and didn’t seek the Baals,

4 but sought the God of his father, and
walked in his commandments, and not in
the ways of Israel.

5 Therefore Yahweh established the
kingdom in his hand. All Judah brought
tribute to Jehoshaphat, and he had riches
and honor in abundance.

6 His heart was lifted up in the ways of
Yahweh. Furthermore, he took away the
high places and the Asherah poles out of
Judah.

7 Also in the third year of his reign he
sent his princes, even Ben Hail, Obadiah,
Zechariah,Nethanel, andMicaiah, to teach
in the cities of Judah;

8 and with them Levites, even Shema-
iah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemi-
ramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah,
and Tobadonijah, the Levites; and with
them Elishama and Jehoram, the priests.

9 They taught in Judah, having the book
of Yahweh’s law with them. They went
about throughout all the cities of Judah
and taught among the people.

10 The fear of Yahweh fell on all the
kingdoms of the lands that were around
Judah, so that they made no war against
Jehoshaphat.

11 Some of the Philistines brought Je-
hoshaphat presents and silver for trib-
ute. The Arabians also brought him
flocks: seven thousand seven hundred
rams and seven thousand seven hundred
male goats.

12 Jehoshaphat grew great exceedingly;
and he built fortresses and store cities in
Judah.
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13 He had many works in the cities of
Judah; and men of war, mighty men of
valor, in Jerusalem.

14 This was the numbering of them ac-
cording to their fathers’ houses: From Ju-
dah, the captains of thousands: Adnah
the captain, and with him three hundred
thousandmighty men of valor;

15 and next to him Jehohanan the cap-
tain, and with him two hundred eighty
thousand;

16 and next to him Amasiah the son of
Zichri, who willingly offered himself to
Yahweh, and with him two hundred thou-
sandmighty men of valor.

17FromBenjamin: Eliada, amightyman
of valor, and with him two hundred thou-
sand armedwith bow and shield;

18 and next to him Jehozabad, and with
him one hundred eighty thousand ready
and prepared for war.

19 These were those who waited on the
king, in addition to those whom the king
put in the fortified cities throughout all
Judah.

18
1NowJehoshaphathadrichesandhonor

in abundance; and he allied himself with
Ahab.

2 After some years, he went down to
Ahab to Samaria. Ahab killed sheep and
cattle for him in abundance, and for the
people who were with him, and moved
him to go up with him to Ramoth Gilead.

3Ahab king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat
king of Judah, “Will you go with me to
Ramoth Gilead?”
He answered him, “I am as you are, and

my people as your people. Wewill be with
you in the war.”

4 Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel,
“Please inquire first for Yahweh’s word.”

5 Then the king of Israel gathered the
prophets together, four hundredmen, and
said to them, “Shallwego toRamothGilead
to battle, or shall I forbear?”
They said, “Go up, for God will deliver it

into the hand of the king.”
6But Jehoshaphat said, “Isn’t there here

a prophet of Yahweh besides, that we may
inquire of him?”

7 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“There is yet one man by whom we may
inquire of Yahweh; but I hate him, for he
never prophesies good concerningme, but
always evil. He isMicaiah the son of Imla.”
Jehoshaphat said, “Don’t let the king say

so.”
8Then the king of Israel called an officer,

and said, “Get Micaiah the son of Imla
quickly.”

9Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
the king of Judah each sat on his throne,
arrayed in their robes, and they were sit-
ting in an open place at the entrance of the
gate of Samaria; and all the prophets were
prophesying before them.

10 Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made
himself horns of iron and said, “Yahweh
says, ‘With these you shall push the Syri-
ans, until they are consumed.’ ”

11All theprophets prophesied so, saying,
“Go up to Ramoth Gilead, and prosper; for
Yahweh will deliver it into the hand of the
king.”

12 The messenger who went to call Mi-
caiah spoke to him, saying, “Behold, the
words of the prophets declare good to the
kingwith onemouth. Let yourword there-
fore, please be like one of theirs, and speak
good.”

13Micaiah said, “As Yahweh lives, I will
say what my God says.”

14 When he had come to the king, the
king said to him, “Micaiah, shall we go
to Ramoth Gilead to battle, or shall I for-
bear?”
He said, “Go up, and prosper. They shall

be delivered into your hand.”
15Thekingsaid tohim, “Howmany times

shall I adjure you that you speak to me
nothing but the truth in Yahweh’s name?”

16 He said, “I saw all Israel scattered
on the mountains, as sheep that have no
shepherd. Yahweh said, ‘These have no
master. Let them each return to his house
in peace.’ ”

17The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“Didn’t I tell you that he would not proph-
esy good concerningme, but evil?”

18 Micaiah said, “Therefore hear Yah-
weh’s word: I saw Yahweh sitting on his
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throne, and all the army of heaven stand-
ing on his right hand and on his left.

19 Yahweh said, ‘Who will entice Ahab
king of Israel, that hemay go up and fall at
Ramoth Gilead?’ One spoke saying in this
way, and another saying in that way.

20 A spirit came out, stood before Yah-
weh, and said, ‘I will entice him.’

“Yahweh said to him, ‘How?’
21 “He said, ‘I will go, and will be a lying

spirit in themouth of all his prophets.’
“He said, ‘You will entice him, and will

prevail also. Go and do so.’
22 “Now therefore, behold, Yahweh has

put a lying spirit in the mouth of these
your prophets; and Yahweh has spoken
evil concerning you.”

23 Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah
came near, and struck Micaiah on the
cheek, and said, “Whichway did Yahweh’s
Spirit go fromme to speak to you?”

24Micaiah said, “Behold, you shall see on
that day, when you go into an inner room
to hide yourself.”

25The king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah,
and carry him back to Amon the governor
of the city, and to Joash the king’s son;

26and say, ‘The king says, “Put this fellow
in the prison, and feed him with bread of
affliction andwithwater of affliction, until
I return in peace.” ’ ”

27 Micaiah said, “If you return at all in
peace, Yahweh has not spoken by me.” He
said, “Listen, you people, all of you!”

28 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
the king of Judah went up to Ramoth
Gilead.

29The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“I will disguise myself, and go into the
battle; but you put on your robes.” So the
king of Israel disguised himself; and they
went into the battle.

30Nowthekingof Syriahadcommanded
the captains of his chariots, saying, “Don’t
fightwith small nor great, except onlywith
the king of Israel.”

31When the captains of the chariots saw
Jehoshaphat, they said, “It is the king of
Israel!” Therefore they turned around to
fight against him. But Jehoshaphat cried

out, and Yahweh helped him; and God
moved them to depart from him.

32When the captains of the chariots saw
that it was not the king of Israel, they
turned back from pursuing him.

33 A certain man drew his bow at ran-
dom, and struck the king of Israel between
the joints of the armor. Therefore he said
to the driver of the chariot, “Turn around
and carry me out of the battle, for I am
severely wounded.”

34 The battle increased that day. How-
ever, the king of Israel propped himself up
in his chariot against the Syrians until the
evening; and at about sunset, he died.

19
1 Jehoshaphat thekingof Judahreturned

to his house in peace to Jerusalem.
2 Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went

out to meet him, and said to King Je-
hoshaphat, “Should you help the wicked,
and love thosewhohate Yahweh? Because
of this, wrath is on you from before Yah-
weh.

3 Nevertheless there are good things
found inyou, in that youhaveput away the
Asheroth out of the land, andhave set your
heart to seek God.”

4 Jehoshaphat lived at Jerusalem; and
he went out again among the people from
Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim,
andbrought themback toYahweh, theGod
of their fathers.

5He set judges in the land throughout all
the fortified cities of Judah, city by city,

6 and said to the judges, “Consider what
you do, for you don’t judge for man, but
for Yahweh; and he is with you in the
judgment.

7Nowtherefore let the fearofYahwehbe
on you. Take heed and do it; for there is no
iniquitywith Yahweh our God, nor respect
of persons, nor taking of bribes.”

8 Moreover in Jerusalem Jehoshaphat
appointed certain Levites, priests, and
heads of the fathers’ households of Israel
to give judgment for Yahweh and for con-
troversies. They returned to Jerusalem.

9 He commanded them, saying, “You
shall do this in the fear of Yahweh, faith-
fully, and with a perfect heart.
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10 Whenever any controversy comes to
you from your brotherswho dwell in their
cities, between blood and blood, between
law and commandment, statutes and or-
dinances, you must warn them, that they
not be guilty towardYahweh, and sowrath
comeonyouandonyourbrothers. Do this,
and you will not be guilty.

11 Behold, Amariah the chief priest is
over you in all matters of Yahweh; and Ze-
badiah the son of Ishmael, the ruler of the
house of Judah, in all the king’s matters.
Also the Levites shall be officers before
you. Deal courageously, and may Yahweh
be with the good.”

20
1 After this, the children of Moab,

the children of Ammon, and with them
some of the Ammonites, came against
Jehoshaphat to battle.

2Thensomecamewho told Jehoshaphat,
saying, “A great multitude is coming
against you from beyond the sea from
Syria. Behold, they are inHazazon Tamar”
(that is, En Gedi).

3 Jehoshaphatwas alarmed, and set him-
self to seek Yahweh. He proclaimed a fast
throughout all Judah.

4 Judah gathered themselves together to
seek help from Yahweh. They came out of
all the cities of Judah to seek Yahweh.

5 Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of
Judah and Jerusalem, in Yahweh’s house,
before the new court;

6 and he said, “Yahweh, the God of our
fathers, aren’t you God in heaven? Aren’t
you ruler over all the kingdoms of the na-
tions? Power and might are in your hand,
so that no one is able to withstand you.

7 Didn’t you, our God, drive out the in-
habitants of this land before your people
Israel, and give it to the offspring† of Abra-
ham your friend forever?

8 They lived in it, and have built you a
sanctuary in it for your name, saying,

9 ‘If evil comes on us—the sword, judg-
ment, pestilence, or famine—wewill stand
before this house, andbefore you (for your

name is in thishouse), andcry toyou inour
affliction, and youwill hear and save.’

10 Now, behold, the children of Ammon
and Moab and Mount Seir, whom you
would not let Israel invade when they
came out of the land of Egypt, but they
turned away from them, and didn’t de-
stroy them;

11 behold, how they reward us, to come
tocastusoutofyourpossession,whichyou
have given us to inherit.

12 Our God, will you not judge them?
For we have no might against this great
company that comes against us. We don’t
knowwhat to do, but our eyes are on you.”

13 All Judah stood before Yahweh, with
their little ones, their wives, and their chil-
dren.

14ThenYahweh’s Spirit cameon Jahaziel
the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah,
the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, the
Levite, of the sons of Asaph, in the middle
of the assembly;

15andhe said, “Listen, all Judah, and you
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, King
Jehoshaphat. Yahweh says to you, ‘Don’t
be afraid, and don’t be dismayed because
of this great multitude; for the battle is not
yours, but God’s.

16Tomorrow, go down against them. Be-
hold, they are coming up by the ascent of
Ziz. You will find them at the end of the
valley, before the wilderness of Jeruel.

17 You will not need to fight this battle.
Set yourselves, stand still, and see the sal-
vation of Yahweh with you, O Judah and
Jerusalem. Don’t be afraid, nor be dis-
mayed. Go out against them tomorrow, for
Yahweh is with you.’ ”

18 Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his
face to the ground; and all Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before
Yahweh, worshiping Yahweh.

19 The Levites, of the children of the
Kohathites and of the children of the Ko-
rahites, stoodup topraiseYahweh, theGod
of Israel, with an exceedingly loud voice.

20 They rose early in the morning and
went out into the wilderness of Tekoa. As
theywent out, Jehoshaphat stood and said,

† 20:7 or, seed
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“Listen to me, Judah and you inhabitants
of Jerusalem! Believe in YahwehyourGod,
so you will be established! Believe his
prophets, so you will prosper.”

21When he had taken counsel with the
people, he appointed those who were to
sing to Yahweh and give praise in holy
array as they go out before the army, and
say, “Give thanks to Yahweh, for his loving
kindness endures forever.”

22When they began to sing and to praise,
Yahweh set ambushers against the chil-
dren of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir,
who had come against Judah; and they
were struck.

23 For the children of Ammon and Moab
stood up against the inhabitants of Mount
Seir to utterly kill and destroy them. When
they had finished the inhabitants of Seir,
everyone helped to destroy each other.

24 When Judah came to the place over-
looking the wilderness, they looked at the
multitude; and behold, they were dead
bodies fallen to the earth, and there were
none who escaped.

25 When Jehoshaphat and his people
came to take their plunder, they found
among theminabundanceboth riches and
dead bodies with precious jewels, which
they stripped off for themselves, more
than they could carry away. They took
plunder for three days, it was somuch.

26 On the fourth day, they assembled
themselves in Beracah‡ Valley, for there
they blessed Yahweh. Therefore the name
of that placewas called “BeracahValley” to
this day.

27 Then they returned, every man of Ju-
dah and Jerusalem, with Jehoshaphat in
frontof them, togoagain to Jerusalemwith
joy; for Yahweh had made them to rejoice
over their enemies.

28They came to Jerusalemwith stringed
instruments, harps, and trumpets to Yah-
weh’s house.

29 The fear of God was on all the king-
doms of the countries when they heard
that Yahweh fought against the enemies of
Israel.

30So the realmof Jehoshaphatwasquiet,
for his God gave him rest all around.

31 So Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah.
Hewas thirty-fiveyearsoldwhenhebegan
to reign. He reigned twenty-five years
in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
Azubah the daughter of Shilhi.

32Hewalked in theway of Asa his father,
and didn’t turn away from it, doing that
which was right in Yahweh’s eyes.

33 However the high places were not
taken away, and the people had still not set
their hearts on the God of their fathers.

34 Now the rest of the acts of Je-
hoshaphat, first and last, behold, they are
written in the history of Jehu the son of
Hanani, which is included in the book of
the kings of Israel.

35 After this, Jehoshaphat king of Judah
joined himself with Ahaziah king of Israel.
The same did very wickedly.

36 He joined himself with him to make
ships to go to Tarshish. They made the
ships in Ezion Geber.

37 Then Eliezer the son of Dodavahu
of Mareshah prophesied against Je-
hoshaphat, saying, “Because you have
joined yourself with Ahaziah, Yahweh has
destroyed your works.” The ships were
wrecked, so that they were not able to go
to Tarshish.

21
1 Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and

was buriedwith his fathers in David’s city;
and Jehoram his son reigned in his place.

2 He had brothers, the sons of Je-
hoshaphat: Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah,
Azariah, Michael, and Shephatiah. All
these were the sons of Jehoshaphat king
of Israel.

3 Their father gave them great gifts of
silver, of gold, and of precious things, with
fortified cities in Judah; but he gave the
kingdom to Jehoram, because he was the
firstborn.

4 Now when Jehoram had risen up
over the kingdom of his father, and had
strengthened himself, he killed all his

‡ 20:26 “Beracah”means “blessing”.
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brothers with the sword, and also some
of the princes of Israel.

5 Jehoramwas thirty-twoyears oldwhen
he began to reign, and he reigned eight
years in Jerusalem.

6 He walked in the way of the kings of
Israel, as did Ahab’s house, for he had
Ahab’s daughter as his wife. He did that
which was evil in Yahweh’s sight.

7 However Yahweh would not destroy
David’s house, because of the covenant
that he had made with David, and as he
promised to give a lamp to him and to his
children always.

8 In his days Edom revolted from under
the hand of Judah, and made a king over
themselves.

9Then Jehoramwent there with his cap-
tains and all his chariotswith him. He rose
up by night and struck the Edomites who
surrounded him, along with the captains
of the chariots.

10 So Edom has been in revolt from un-
der the hand of Judah to this day. Then
Libnah revolted at the same time from
under his hand, because he had forsaken
Yahweh, the God of his fathers.

11Moreover he made high places in the
mountains of Judah, andmade the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem play the prostitute, and
led Judah astray.

12 A letter came to him from Elijah
the prophet, saying, “Yahweh, the God of
David your father, says, ‘Because you have
not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat
your father, nor in the ways of Asa king of
Judah,

13 but have walked in the way of the
kings of Israel, and have made Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem to play the
prostitute like Ahab’s house did, and also
have slain your brothers of your father’s
house, who were better than yourself,

14 behold, Yahweh will strike your peo-
ple with a great plague, including your
children, your wives, and all your posses-
sions;

15 and you will have great sickness with
adisease of yourbowels, until yourbowels
fall out by reason of the sickness, day by
day.’ ”

16 Yahweh stirred up against Jehoram
the spirit of the Philistines and of the Ara-
bians who are beside the Ethiopians;

17and they cameupagainst Judah, broke
into it, and carried away all the posses-
sions that were found in the king’s house,
including his sons and his wives, so that
there was no son left to him except Jehoa-
haz, the youngest of his sons.

18After all this Yahweh struck him in his
bowels with an incurable disease.

19 In process of time, at the end of two
years, his bowels fell out by reason of his
sickness, and he died of severe diseases.
His people made no burning for him, like
the burning of his fathers.

20 He was thirty-two years old when
he began to reign, and he reigned in
Jerusalem eight years. He departed with
noone’s regret. TheyburiedhiminDavid’s
city, but not in the tombs of the kings.

22
1 The inhabitants of Jerusalem made

Ahaziah his youngest son king in his place,
because the band of men who came with
the Arabians to the camp had slain all the
oldest. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoramking
of Judah reigned.

2Ahaziah was forty-two years old when
he began to reign, and he reigned one
year in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Athaliah the daughter of Omri.

3 He also walked in the ways of Ahab’s
house, because his mother was his coun-
selor in acting wickedly.

4He did that which was evil in Yahweh’s
sight, as did Ahab’s house, for they were
his counselors after the death of his father,
to his destruction.

5 He also followed their counsel, and
wentwith Jehoram the son of Ahab king of
Israel towaragainstHazael kingof Syria at
Ramoth Gilead; and the Syrians wounded
Joram.

6 He returned to be healed in Jezreel
of the wounds which they had given him
at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael
king of Syria. Azariah the son of Jehoram,
king of Judah, went down to see Jehoram
the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was
sick.
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7Now the destruction of Ahaziah was of
God, in that he went to Joram; for when
he had come, he went out with Jehoram
against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whomYah-
weh had anointed to cut off Ahab’s house.

8 When Jehu was executing judgment
on Ahab’s house, he found the princes
of Judah and the sons of the brothers of
Ahaziah serving Ahaziah, and killed them.

9 He sought Ahaziah, and they caught
him (now he was hiding in Samaria), and
they brought him to Jehu and killed him;
and they buried him, for they said, “He is
the son of Jehoshaphat, who sought Yah-
weh with all his heart.” The house of
Ahaziah had no power to hold the king-
dom.

10 Now when Athaliah the mother of
Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she
arose and destroyed all the royal offspring
of the house of Judah.

11 But Jehoshabeath, the king’s daugh-
ter, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and
stealthily rescued him from among the
king’s sons who were slain, and put him
and his nurse in the bedroom. So Je-
hoshabeath, the daughter of King Jeho-
ram, thewife of Jehoiada thepriest (for she
was the sister of Ahaziah), hid him from
Athaliah, so that she didn’t kill him.

12 He was with them hidden in God’s
house six years while Athaliah reigned
over the land.

23
1 In the seventh year, Jehoiada strength-

enedhimself, and took the captainsofhun-
dreds—Azariah the son of Jeroham, Ish-
mael the son of Jehohanan, Azariah the
son of Obed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah,
and Elishaphat the son of Zichri—into a
covenant with him.

2 They went around in Judah and gath-
ered the Levites out of all the cities of Ju-
dah, and the heads of fathers’ households
of Israel, and they came to Jerusalem.

3All the assemblymade a covenant with
the king in God’s house. Jehoiada† said to
them, “Behold, the king’s son must reign,
as Yahwehhas spoken concerning the sons
of David.

4 This is the thing that you must do: a
third part of you, who come in on the
Sabbath, of the priests and of the Levites,
shall be gatekeepers of the thresholds.

5A third part shall be at the king’s house;
and a third part at the gate of the founda-
tion. All the people will be in the courts of
Yahweh’s house.

6 But let no one come into Yahweh’s
house except the priests and those who
minister of the Levites. They shall come in,
for they are holy, but all the people shall
follow Yahweh’s instructions.

7 The Levites shall surround the king,
every man with his weapons in his hand.
Whoever comes into the house, let him be
slain. Be with the king when he comes in
and when he goes out.”

8 So the Levites and all Judah did ac-
cording to all that Jehoiada the priest com-
manded. They each took his men, those
who were to come in on the Sabbath, with
those who were to go out on the Sabbath,
for Jehoiada the priest didn’t dismiss the
shift.

9 Jehoiada thepriest delivered to the cap-
tainsofhundreds the spears, bucklers, and
shields that had been king David’s, which
were in God’s house.

10He set all the people, every man with
hisweapon in his hand, from the right side
of the house to the left side of the house,
near the altar and the house, around the
king.

11 Then they brought out the king’s son,
put the crown on him, gave him the
covenant, and made him king. Jehoiada
and his sons anointed him, and they said,
“Long live the king!”

12When Athaliah heard the noise of the
people running and praising the king, she
came to the people into Yahweh’s house.

13Then she looked, and behold, the king
stood by his pillar at the entrance, with the
captains and the trumpeters by the king.
All thepeopleof the landrejoicedandblew
trumpets. The singers also played musical
instruments, and led the singing of praise.
Then Athaliah tore her clothes, and said,
“Treason! treason!”

† 23:3HebrewHe
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14 Jehoiada the priest brought out the
captains of hundreds who were set over
the army, and said to them, “Bring her out
between the ranks; and whoever follows
her, let him be slain with the sword.” For
the priest said, “Don’t kill her in Yahweh’s
house.”

15 So theymade way for her. She went to
the entrance of the horse gate to the king’s
house; and they killed her there.

16 Jehoiada made a covenant between
himself, all the people, and the king, that
they should be Yahweh’s people.

17 All the people went to the house of
Baal, broke it down, broke his altars and
his images in pieces, and killedMattan the
priest of Baal before the altars.

18 Jehoiadaappointed theofficers of Yah-
weh’s house under the hand of the Leviti-
cal priests, whomDavid had distributed in
Yahweh’s house, to offer the burnt offer-
ings of Yahweh, as it is written in the law
of Moses, with rejoicing and with singing,
as David had ordered.

19 He set the gatekeepers at the gates
of Yahweh’s house, that no one who was
unclean in anything should enter in.

20He took the captains of hundreds, the
nobles, the governors of the people, and
all the people of the land, and brought the
king down from Yahweh’s house. They
came through the upper gate to the king’s
house, and set the king on the throne of the
kingdom.

21 So all the people of the land rejoiced,
and the city was quiet. They had slain
Athaliah with the sword.

24
1 Joash was seven years old when he be-

gan to reign, and he reigned forty years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas Zibiah,
of Beersheba.

2 Joash did that which was right in Yah-
weh’s eyes all the days of Jehoiada the
priest.

3 Jehoiada took for him two wives, and
he became the father of sons and daugh-
ters.

4 After this, Joash intended to restore
Yahweh’s house.

5 He gathered together the priests and
theLevites, and said to them, “Goout to the
cities of Judah, and gathermoney to repair
the house of your God from all Israel from
year to year. See that you expedite this
matter.” However the Levites didn’t do it
right away.

6 The king called for Jehoiada the chief,
and said to him, “Why haven’t you re-
quired of the Levites to bring in the tax of
Moses the servant of Yahweh, and of the
assembly of Israel, out of Judah and out of
Jerusalem, for the Tent of the Testimony?”

7 For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked
woman, had broken up God’s house; and
they also gave all the dedicated things of
Yahweh’s house to the Baals.

8 So the king commanded, and they
made a chest, and set it outside at the gate
of Yahweh’s house.

9Theymade a proclamation through Ju-
dah and Jerusalem, to bring in for Yahweh
the tax that Moses the servant of God laid
on Israel in the wilderness.

10 All the princes and all the people re-
joiced, and brought in, and cast into the
chest, until they had filled it.

11 Whenever the chest was brought to
the king’s officers by the hand of the
Levites, andwhen they saw that there was
much money, the king’s scribe and the
chief priest’s officer came and emptied the
chest, and took it, and carried it to its place
again. Thus they did day by day, and
gatheredmoney in abundance.

12The king and Jehoiada gave it to those
who did the work of the service of Yah-
weh’s house. They hired masons and car-
penters to restore Yahweh’s house, and
also those who worked iron and bronze to
repair Yahweh’s house.

13So theworkmenworked, and thework
of repairing went forward in their hands.
They set upGod’s house as itwas designed,
and strengthened it.

14When they had finished, they brought
the rest of the money before the king
and Jehoiada, fromwhich were made ves-
sels for Yahweh’s house, even vessels with
which to minister and to offer, including
spoons and vessels of gold and silver. They
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offered burnt offerings in Yahweh’s house
continually all the days of Jehoiada.

15 But Jehoiada grew old and was full of
days, and he died. He was one hundred
thirty years old when he died.

16Theyburiedhim inDavid’s city among
the kings, because he had done good in
Israel, and toward God and his house.

17 Now after the death of Jehoiada, the
princes of Judah came and bowed down to
the king. Then the king listened to them.

18 They abandoned the house of Yah-
weh, the God of their fathers, and served
the Asherah poles and the idols, so wrath
cameon Judahand Jerusalem for this their
guiltiness.

19 Yet he sent prophets to them to bring
them again to Yahweh, and they testified
against them; but they would not listen.

20 The Spirit of God came on Zechariah
the son of Jehoiada the priest; andhe stood
above the people, and said to them, “God
says, ‘Why do you disobey Yahweh’s com-
mandments, so that you can’t prosper? Be-
cause you have forsaken Yahweh, he has
also forsaken you.’ ”

21 They conspired against him, and
stoned him with stones at the command-
ment of the king in the court of Yahweh’s
house.

22 Thus Joash the king didn’t remember
the kindness which Jehoiada his father
had done to him, but killed his son. When
he died, he said, “May Yahweh look at it,
and repay it.”

23At the end of the year, the army of the
Syrians came up against him. They came
to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed all
the princes of the people from among the
people, and sent all their plunder to the
king of Damascus.

24For the army of the Syrians camewith
a small company of men; and Yahweh de-
livered a very great army into their hand,
because they had forsaken Yahweh, the
God of their fathers. So they executed
judgment on Joash.

25 When they had departed from him
(for they left him seriously wounded), his

own servants conspired against him for
the blood of the sons of Jehoiada the priest,
and killed him on his bed, and he died.
They buried him in David’s city, but they
didn’t bury him in the tombs of the kings.

26Theseare thosewhoconspiredagainst
him: Zabad the son of Shimeath the Am-
monitess and Jehozabad the son of Shim-
rith theMoabitess.

27 Now concerning his sons, the great-
ness of the burdens laid on him, and the
rebuilding ofGod’s house, behold, they are
written in the commentary of the book of
the kings. Amaziah his son reigned in his
place.

25
1 Amaziah was twenty-five years

old when he began to reign, and he
reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name was Jehoaddan, of
Jerusalem.

2 He did that which was right in Yah-
weh’s eyes, but not with a perfect heart.

3 Now when the kingdom was estab-
lished to him, he killed his servants who
had killed his father the king.

4 But he didn’t put their children to
death, but did according to that which is
written in the law in the book of Moses, as
Yahweh commanded, saying, “The fathers
shall not die for the children, neither shall
the children die for the fathers; but every
man shall die for his own sin.”

5Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah to-
gether and ordered them according to
their fathers’ houses, under captains of
thousands and captains of hundreds, even
all Judah and Benjamin. He counted them
from twenty years old and upward, and
found that therewere threehundred thou-
sand chosen men, able to go out to war,
who could handle spear and shield.

6 He also hired one hundred thousand
mighty men of valor out of Israel for one
hundred talents† of silver.

7 A man of God came to him, saying, “O
king, don’t let the army of Israel go with
you, for Yahweh is not with Israel, with all
the children of Ephraim.

† 25:6 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds
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8 But if you will go, take action, and be
strong for the battle. God will overthrow
you before the enemy; for God has power
to help, and to overthrow.”

9 Amaziah said to the man of God, “But
what shall we do for the hundred talents‡
which I have given to the army of Israel?”
The man of God answered, “Yahweh is

able to give youmuchmore than this.”
10 Then Amaziah separated them, the

army that had come tohimout of Ephraim,
to go home again. Therefore their anger
was greatly kindled against Judah, and
they returned home in fierce anger.

11 Amaziah took courage, and led his
people out and went to the Valley of Salt,
and struck ten thousand of the children of
Seir.

12 The children of Judah carried away
ten thousand alive, and brought them to
the top of the rock, and threw them down
from the top of the rock, so that they all
were broken in pieces.

13 But the men of the army whom
Amaziah sent back, that they should not
go with him to battle, fell on the cities of
Judah from Samaria even to Beth Horon,
and struck of them three thousand, and
tookmuch plunder.

14NowafterAmaziahhadcome fromthe
slaughter of the Edomites, he brought the
gods of the children of Seir, and set them
up to behis gods, andboweddownhimself
before them and burned incense to them.

15 Therefore Yahweh’s anger burned
against Amaziah, and he sent to him a
prophet who said to him, “Why have you
sought after the gods of the people, which
have not delivered their own people out of
your hand?”

16As he talked with him, the king said to
him, “Have we made you one of the king’s
counselors? Stop! Why should you be
struck down?”
Then the prophet stopped, and said, “I

know that God has determined to destroy
you, because you have done this and have
not listened to my counsel.”

17ThenAmaziahkingof Judahconsulted
his advisers, and sent to Joash, the son of
Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel,
saying, “Come! Let’s look one another in
the face.”

18 Joash king of Israel sent to Amaziah
king of Judah, saying, “The thistle that was
in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in
Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter to
my sonashiswife. Thenawild animal that
was in Lebanon passed by and trampled
down the thistle.

19 You say to yourself that you have
struck Edom; and your heart lifts youup to
boast. Now stay at home. Why should you
meddle with trouble, that you should fall,
even you and Judah with you?’ ”

20 But Amaziah would not listen; for it
wasofGod, thathemightdeliver them into
the hand of their enemies, because they
had sought after the gods of Edom.

21 So Joash king of Israel went up, and
he and Amaziah king of Judah looked one
another in the faceatBethShemesh,which
belongs to Judah.

22 Judahwas defeated by Israel; so every
man fled to his tent.

23 Joash king of Israel took Amaziah king
of Judah, the son of Joash the son of Je-
hoahaz, at Beth Shemesh and brought him
to Jerusalem, and broke down the wall of
Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim to the
corner gate, four hundred cubits.§

24 He took all the gold and silver, and
all the vessels that were found in God’s
house with Obed-Edom, and the treasures
of the king’s house, and the hostages, and
returned to Samaria.

25 Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Ju-
dah, lived for fifteen years after the death
of Joash, son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel.

26 Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah,
first and last, behold, aren’t theywritten in
the book of the kings of Judah and Israel?

27 Now from the time that Amaziah
turned away from following Yahweh,
they made a conspiracy against him in
Jerusalem. He fled to Lachish, but they

‡ 25:9 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds § 25:23 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger
to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters, so 400 cubits is about 200 yards or 184meters.
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sent after him to Lachish and killed him
there.

28 They brought him on horses and
buried him with his fathers in the City of
Judah.

26
1 All the people of Judah took Uzziah,

who was sixteen years old, and made him
king in the place of his father Amaziah.

2He built Eloth and restored it to Judah.
After that the king slept with his fathers.

3 Uzziah was sixteen years old when he
began to reign; and he reigned fifty-two
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name
was Jechiliah, of Jerusalem.

4 He did that which was right in Yah-
weh’s eyes, according to all that his father
Amaziah had done.

5He set himself to seek God in the days
of Zechariah, who had understanding in
the vision of God; and as long as he sought
Yahweh, Godmade him prosper.

6 He went out and fought against the
Philistines, and broke down the wall of
Gath, the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of
Ashdod; and he built cities in the country
of Ashdod, and among the Philistines.

7God helped him against the Philistines,
and against the Arabians who lived in Gur
Baal, and theMeunim.

8The Ammonites gave tribute to Uzziah.
His name spread abroad even to the en-
trance of Egypt, for he grew exceedingly
strong.

9 Moreover Uzziah built towers in
Jerusalem at the corner gate, at the valley
gate, and at the turning of the wall, and
fortified them.

10He built towers in the wilderness, and
dug out many cisterns, for he had much
livestock, both in the lowlands and in the
plains. Hehad farmers andvineyardkeep-
ers in the mountains and in the fruitful
fields, for he loved farming.

11MoreoverUzziahhadanarmyoffight-
ingmenwhowent out towar by bands, ac-
cording to the number of their reckoning
made by Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the
officer, under the hand of Hananiah, one
of the king’s captains.

12 The whole number of the heads of
fathers’ households, even the mighty men
of valor, was two thousand six hundred.

13 Under their hand was an army, three
hundred seven thousand five hundred,
whomadewar withmighty power, to help
the king against the enemy.

14Uzziah prepared for them, even for all
the army, shields, spears, helmets, coats of
mail, bows, and stones for slinging.

15 In Jerusalem, he made devices, in-
vented by skillful men, to be on the tow-
ers and on the battlements, with which to
shoot arrows and great stones. His name
spread far abroad, because he was mar-
velously helped until he was strong.

16Butwhen hewas strong, his heart was
lifted up, so that he did corruptly and he
trespassed against Yahweh his God, for he
went intoYahweh’s temple toburn incense
on the altar of incense.

17 Azariah the priest went in after him,
and with him eighty priests of Yahweh,
whowere valiant men.

18 They resisted Uzziah the king, and
said to him, “It isn’t for you, Uzziah, to
burn incense toYahweh, but for thepriests
the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to
burn incense. Go out of the sanctuary, for
you have trespassed. It will not be for your
honor from Yahweh God.”

19 Then Uzziah was angry. He had a
censer in his hand to burn incense, and
while he was angry with the priests, the
leprosy broke out on his forehead before
the priests in Yahweh’s house, beside the
altar of incense.

20 Azariah the chief priest and all the
priests looked at him, and behold, he was
leprous in his forehead; and they thrust
him out quickly from there. Indeed, he
himself also hurried to go out, because
Yahweh had struck him.

21 Uzziah the king was a leper to the
day of his death, and lived in a separate
house, being a leper; for he was cut off
from Yahweh’s house. Jotham his son was
over theking’shouse, judging thepeopleof
the land.

22 Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah,
first and last, Isaiah the prophet, the son of
Amoz, wrote.
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23 So Uzziah slept with his fathers; and
they buried him with his fathers in the
field of burial which belonged to the kings,
for they said, “He is a leper.” Jotham his
son reigned in his place.

27
1 Jothamwas twenty-five years oldwhen

he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name
was Jerushah the daughter of Zadok.

2 He did that which was right in Yah-
weh’s eyes, according to all that his father
Uzziah had done. However he didn’t enter
into Yahweh’s temple. The people still
acted corruptly.

3 He built the upper gate of Yahweh’s
house, and he built much on the wall of
Ophel.

4Moreoverhebuilt cities in thehill coun-
try of Judah, and in the forests he built
fortresses and towers.

5 He also fought with the king of the
children of Ammon, and prevailed against
them. The children of Ammon gave him
the same year one hundred talents† of sil-
ver, ten thousand cors‡ of wheat, and ten
thousand cors of barley.§ The children of
Ammon also gave that much to him in the
second year, and in the third.

6 So Jotham became mighty, because he
ordered his ways before Yahweh his God.

7Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and
all his wars and his ways, behold, they are
written in the book of the kings of Israel
and Judah.

8He was twenty-five years old when he
began to reign, and reigned sixteen years
in Jerusalem.

9 Jotham slept with his fathers, and they
buried him in David’s city; and Ahaz his
son reigned in his place.

28
1Ahazwas twenty years oldwhenhe be-

gan to reign, and he reigned sixteen years
in Jerusalem. He didn’t do that which

was right in Yahweh’s eyes, like David his
father,

2 but he walked in the ways of the kings
of Israel, and alsomademolten images for
the Baals.

3Moreover he burned incense in the val-
ley of the son of Hinnom, and burned his
children in thefire, according to the abom-
inations of the nations whom Yahweh cast
out before the children of Israel.

4Hesacrificedandburned incense in the
high places, and on the hills, and under
every green tree.

5 Therefore Yahweh his God delivered
him into thehandof thekingof Syria. They
struck him, and carried away from him a
great multitude of captives, and brought
them to Damascus. He was also delivered
into the hand of the king of Israel, who
struck himwith a great slaughter.

6 For Pekah the son of Remaliah killed
in Judah one hundred twenty thousand in
one day, all of them valiant men, because
theyhad forsakenYahweh, theGodof their
fathers.

7Zichri, amightyman of Ephraim, killed
Maaseiah the king’s son, Azrikam the ruler
of the house, and Elkanahwhowas next to
the king.

8Thechildrenof Israel carriedawaycap-
tive of their brothers two hundred thou-
sand women, sons, and daughters, and
also took away much plunder from them,
and brought the plunder to Samaria.

9 But a prophet of Yahweh was there,
whose namewas Oded; and hewent out to
meet the army that came to Samaria, and
said to them, “Behold, because Yahweh,
the God of your fathers, was angry with
Judah, he has delivered them into your
hand, and you have slain them in a rage
which has reached up to heaven.

10 Now you intend to degrade the chil-
dren of Judah and Jerusalem as male and
female slaves for yourselves. Aren’t there
even with you trespasses of your own
against Yahweh your God?

11Nowhearme therefore, and sendback
the captives that you have taken captive

† 27:5 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds ‡ 27:5 1 cor is the same as a homer, or about 55.9 U. S. gallons
(liquid) or 211 liters or 6 bushels. 10,000 cors of wheat wouldweigh about 1,640metric tons. § 27:5 10,000 cors of
barley would weigh about 1,310metric tons.



2 Chronicles 28:12 473 2 Chronicles 29:6

from your brothers, for the fierce wrath of
Yahweh is on you.”

12 Then some of the heads of the chil-
dren of Ephraim, Azariah the son of Jo-
hanan, Berechiah the sonofMeshillemoth,
Jehizkiah the son of Shallum, and Amasa
the son of Hadlai, stood up against those
who came from the war,

13 and said to them, “You must not bring
in the captives here, for you intend that
which will bring on us a trespass against
Yahweh, to add to our sins and to our guilt;
for our guilt is great, and there is fierce
wrath against Israel.”

14So the armedmen left the captives and
the plunder before the princes and all the
assembly.

15 The men who have been mentioned
by name rose up and took the captives,
andwith the plunder clothed all whowere
naked among them, dressed them, gave
them sandals, gave them something to eat
and todrink, anointed them, carriedall the
feeble of them on donkeys, and brought
them to Jericho, the city of palm trees,
to their brothers. Then they returned to
Samaria.

16At that timeKingAhaz sent to thekings
of Assyria to help him.

17 For again the Edomites had come and
struck Judah, and carried away captives.

18 The Philistines also had invaded the
cities of the lowland and of the South of Ju-
dah, and had takenBeth Shemesh, Aijalon,
Gederoth, Soco with its villages, Timnah
with its villages, and also Gimzo and its
villages; and they lived there.

19 For Yahweh brought Judah low be-
cause of Ahaz king of Israel, because he
acted without restraint in Judah and tres-
passed severely against Yahweh.

20 Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria came
to him and gave him trouble, but didn’t
strengthen him.

21 For Ahaz took away a portion out of
Yahweh’s house, and out of the house of
the king and of the princes, and gave it to
the king of Assyria; but it didn’t help him.

22 In the time of his distress, he tres-
passedyetmoreagainstYahweh, this same
King Ahaz.

23 For he sacrificed to the gods of Dam-
ascus which had defeated him. He said,
“Because the gods of the kings of Syria
helped them, I will sacrifice to them, that
theymay helpme.” But theywere the ruin
of him and of all Israel.

24Ahaz gathered together the vessels of
God’s house, cut the vessels of God’s house
in pieces, and shut up the doors of Yah-
weh’shouse; andhemadehimself altars in
every corner of Jerusalem.

25 In every city of Judah he made high
places to burn incense to other gods, and
provoked Yahweh, the God of his fathers,
to anger.

26 Now the rest of his acts, and all his
ways, first and last, behold, they are writ-
ten in the book of the kings of Judah and
Israel.

27 Ahaz slept with his fathers, and they
buried him in the city, even in Jerusalem,
because they didn’t bring him into the
tombs of the kings of Israel; and Hezekiah
his son reigned in his place.

29
1Hezekiah began to reign when he was

twenty-five years old, and he reigned
twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Abijah, the daughter
of Zechariah.

2 He did that which was right in Yah-
weh’s eyes, according to all that David his
father had done.

3 In the first year of his reign, in the first
month, he opened the doors of Yahweh’s
house and repaired them.

4 He brought in the priests and the
Levites and gathered them together into
the wide place on the east,

5 and said to them, “Listen to me, you
Levites! Now sanctify yourselves, and
sanctify the house of Yahweh, the God of
your fathers, and carry thefilthiness out of
the holy place.

6 For our fathers were unfaithful, and
have done that which was evil in Yahweh
our God’s sight, and have forsaken him,
and have turned away their faces from
thehabitationof Yahweh, and turned their
backs.
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7Also they have shut up the doors of the
porch, and put out the lamps, andhave not
burned incense nor offered burnt offer-
ings in the holy place to the God of Israel.

8 Therefore Yahweh’s wrath was on Ju-
dah and Jerusalem, and he has delivered
them to be tossed back and forth, to be
an astonishment and a hissing, as you see
with your eyes.

9 For behold, our fathers have fallen by
the sword, andour sons andourdaughters
and our wives are in captivity for this.

10 Now it is in my heart to make a
covenant with Yahweh, the God of Israel,
that his fierce anger may turn away from
us.

11 My sons, don’t be negligent now; for
Yahweh has chosen you to stand before
him, to minister to him, and that you
should be hisministers and burn incense.”

12 Then the Levites arose: Mahath, the
son of Amasai, and Joel the son of Azariah,
of the sons of the Kohathites; and of the
sons of Merari, Kish the son of Abdi, and
Azariah the son of Jehallelel; and of the
Gershonites, Joah the son of Zimmah, and
Eden the son of Joah;

13 and of the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri
and Jeuel; and of the sons of Asaph,
Zechariah andMattaniah;

14 and of the sons of Heman, Jehuel and
Shimei; and of the sons of Jeduthun, She-
maiah and Uzziel.

15 They gathered their brothers, sancti-
fied themselves, and went in, according to
thecommandmentof thekingbyYahweh’s
words, to cleanse Yahweh’s house.

16The priests went into the inner part of
Yahweh’s house to cleanse it, and brought
out all the uncleanness that they found
in Yahweh’s temple into the court of Yah-
weh’shouse. TheLevites took it fromthere
to carry it out to the brook Kidron.

17Now they began on the first day of the
first month to sanctify, and on the eighth
day of the month they came to Yahweh’s
porch. They sanctified Yahweh’s house in
eight days, and on the sixteenth day of the
first month they finished.

18 Then they went in to Hezekiah the
king within the palace and said, “We have
cleansed all Yahweh’s house, including the

altar of burnt offering with all its vessels,
and the table of show bread with all its
vessels.

19 Moreover, we have prepared and
sanctified all the vessels which King Ahaz
threw away in his reign when he was un-
faithful. Behold, they are before Yahweh’s
altar.”

20 Then Hezekiah the king arose early,
gathered the princes of the city, and went
up to Yahweh’s house.

21They brought seven bulls, seven rams,
seven lambs, and seven male goats, for a
sin offering for the kingdom, for the sanc-
tuary, and for Judah. He commanded the
priests the sons of Aaron to offer them on
Yahweh’s altar.

22So they killed the bulls, and the priests
received the blood and sprinkled it on the
altar. They killed the rams and sprinkled
the blood on the altar. They also killed the
lambs and sprinkled the blood on the altar.

23 They brought near the male goats for
the sin offering before the king and the
assembly; and they laid their hands on
them.

24Then the priests killed them, and they
made a sin offeringwith their blood on the
altar, to make atonement for all Israel; for
the king commanded that the burnt offer-
ing and the sin offering shouldbemade for
all Israel.

25 He set the Levites in Yahweh’s house
with cymbals, with stringed instruments,
and with harps, according to the com-
mandment of David, of Gad the king’s
seer, and Nathan the prophet; for the
commandment was from Yahweh by his
prophets.

26 The Levites stood with David’s instru-
ments, and the priests with the trumpets.

27 Hezekiah commanded them to offer
the burnt offering on the altar. When
the burnt offering began, Yahweh’s song
also began, along with the trumpets and
instruments of David king of Israel.

28 All the assembly worshiped, the
singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded.
All this continued until the burnt offering
was finished.

29When they had finished offering, the
king and all who were present with him



2 Chronicles 29:30 475 2 Chronicles 30:12

bowed themselves and worshiped.
30 Moreover Hezekiah the king and the

princes commanded the Levites to sing
praises toYahwehwith thewordsofDavid,
and of Asaph the seer. They sang praises
with gladness, and they bowed their heads
and worshiped.

31 Then Hezekiah answered, “Now you
have consecrated yourselves to Yahweh.
Come near and bring sacrifices and thank
offerings into Yahweh’s house.” The as-
sembly brought in sacrifices and thank of-
ferings, and as many as were of a willing
heart brought burnt offerings.

32 The number of the burnt offerings
which the assembly brought was seventy
bulls, onehundred rams, and twohundred
lambs. All these were for a burnt offering
to Yahweh.

33 The consecrated things were six hun-
dred head of cattle and three thousand
sheep.

34 But the priests were too few, so that
they could not skin all the burnt offer-
ings. Therefore their brothers the Levites
helped them until the work was ended,
and until the priests had sanctified them-
selves, for the Levites were more upright
in heart to sanctify themselves than the
priests.

35Also the burnt offeringswere in abun-
dance, with the fat of the peace offerings
and with the drink offerings for every
burnt offering. So the service of Yahweh’s
house was set in order.

36 Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced
because of that which God had prepared
for the people; for the thing was done
suddenly.

30
1 Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Ju-

dah, and wrote letters also to Ephraim
and Manasseh, that they should come to
Yahweh’s house at Jerusalem, to keep the
Passover to Yahweh, the God of Israel.

2For the king had taken counsel with his
princes and all the assembly in Jerusalem
to keep the Passover in the secondmonth.

3 For they could not keep it at that
time, because the priests had not sancti-
fied themselves in sufficient number, and
the people had not gathered themselves
together to Jerusalem.

4 The thing was right in the eyes of the
king and of all the assembly.

5 So they established a decree to make
proclamation throughout all Israel, from
Beersheba even to Dan, that they should
come to keep the Passover to Yahweh, the
God of Israel, at Jerusalem, for they had
not kept it in great numbers in the way it
is written.

6 So the couriers went with the letters
from the king and his princes through-
out all Israel and Judah, according to the
commandment of the king, saying, “You
children of Israel, turn again to Yahweh,
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, that
he may return to the remnant of you that
have escaped out of the hand of the kings
of Assyria.

7Don’t be like your fathers and like your
brothers, who trespassed against Yahweh,
the God of their fathers, so that he gave
them up to desolation, as you see.

8 Now don’t be stiff-necked, as your fa-
thers were, but yield yourselves to Yah-
weh, and enter into his sanctuary, which
he has sanctified forever, and serve Yah-
weh your God, that his fierce anger may
turn away from you.

9 For if you turn again to Yahweh, your
brothers and your children will find com-
passion with those who led them captive,
andwill comeagain into this land, because
YahwehyourGod is gracious andmerciful,
andwill not turn away his face from you if
you return to him.”

10 So the couriers passed from city to
city through the country of Ephraim and
Manasseh, even to Zebulun, but people
ridiculed them andmocked them.

11 Nevertheless some men of Asher,
Manasseh, and Zebulun humbled them-
selves and came to Jerusalem.

12Also the hand of God came on Judah to
give them one heart, to do the command-
ment of the king and of the princes by
Yahweh’s word.
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13Many people assembled at Jerusalem
to keep the feast of unleavened bread in
the secondmonth, a very great assembly.

14 They arose and took away the altars
that were in Jerusalem, and they took
away all the altars for incense and threw
them into the brook Kidron.

15 Then they killed the Passover on the
fourteenth day of the second month. The
priests and the Leviteswere ashamed, and
sanctified themselves, and brought burnt
offerings into Yahweh’s house.

16 They stood in their place after their
order, according to the law of Moses the
man of God. The priests sprinkled the
blood which they received of the hand of
the Levites.

17 For there were many in the assembly
who had not sanctified themselves; there-
fore the Levites were in charge of killing
the Passovers for everyone who was not
clean, to sanctify them to Yahweh.

18 For a multitude of the people, even
many of Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar,
and Zebulun, had not cleansed them-
selves, yet they ate the Passover other than
the way it is written. For Hezekiah had
prayed for them, saying, “May the good
Yahweh pardon everyone

19 who sets his heart to seek God, Yah-
weh, the God of his fathers, even if they
aren’t clean according to the purification
of the sanctuary.”

20 Yahweh listened to Hezekiah, and
healed the people.

21 The children of Israel who were
present at Jerusalem kept the feast of
unleavened bread seven days with great
gladness. The Levites and the priests
praised Yahweh day by day, singing with
loud instruments to Yahweh.

22 Hezekiah spoke encouragingly to all
the Levites who had good understanding
in the service of Yahweh. So they ate
throughout the feast for the seven days,
offering sacrifices of peace offerings and
making confession to Yahweh, the God of
their fathers.

23 The whole assembly took counsel to
keep another seven days, and they kept
another seven days with gladness.

24 For Hezekiah king of Judah gave to
the assembly for offerings one thousand
bulls and seven thousand sheep; and the
princes gave to the assembly a thousand
bulls and ten thousand sheep; and a great
number of priests sanctified themselves.

25 All the assembly of Judah, with the
priests and the Levites, and all the assem-
blywhocameoutof Israel, and the foreign-
ers who came out of the land of Israel and
who lived in Judah, rejoiced.

26 So there was great joy in Jerusalem;
for since the time of Solomon the son of
David king of Israel there was nothing like
this in Jerusalem.

27 Then the Levitical priests arose and
blessed the people. Their voice was heard,
and their prayer came up to his holy habi-
tation, even to heaven.

31
1 Now when all this was finished, all

Israel who were present went out to the
cities of Judah and broke the pillars in
pieces, cut down the Asherah poles, and
broke down the high places and the al-
tars out of all Judah and Benjamin, also
in Ephraim and Manasseh, until they had
destroyed them all. Then all the children
of Israel returned, everyman tohis posses-
sion, into their own cities.

2 Hezekiah appointed the divisions of
the priests and the Levites after their divi-
sions, every man according to his service,
both the priests and the Levites, for burnt
offerings and for peace offerings, to min-
ister, to give thanks, and to praise in the
gates of Yahweh’s camp.

3He also appointed the king’s portion of
his possessions for the burnt offerings: for
the morning and evening burnt offerings,
and the burnt offerings for the Sabbaths,
for the new moons, and for the set feasts,
as it is written in Yahweh’s law.

4 Moreover he commanded the people
who lived in Jerusalem to give the portion
of the priests and the Levites, that they
might give themselves to Yahweh’s law.

5Assoonas the commandmentwentout,
the children of Israel gave in abundance
the first fruits of grain, new wine, oil,
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honey, and of all the increase of the field;
and they brought in the tithe of all things
abundantly.

6 The children of Israel and Judah, who
lived in the cities of Judah, also brought
in the tithe of cattle and sheep, and the
tithe of dedicated things which were con-
secrated to Yahweh their God, and laid
them in heaps.

7 In the third month, they began to lay
the foundation of the heaps, and finished
them in the seventhmonth.

8When Hezekiah and the princes came
and saw the heaps, they blessed Yahweh
and his people Israel.

9 Then Hezekiah questioned the priests
and the Levites about the heaps.

10 Azariah the chief priest, of the house
of Zadok, answered him and said, “Since
people began to bring the offerings into
Yahweh’s house, we have eaten and had
enough, and have plenty left over, for Yah-
wehhasblessedhispeople; and thatwhich
is left is this great store.”

11 Then Hezekiah commanded them to
prepare rooms in Yahweh’s house, and
they prepared them.

12 They brought in the offerings, the
tithes, and the dedicated things faithfully.
Conaniah the Levite was ruler over them,
and Shimei his brother was second.

13 Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jeri-
moth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismachiah, Mahath,
and Benaiah were overseers under the
hand of Conaniah and Shimei his brother,
by the appointment of Hezekiah the king
and Azariah the ruler of God’s house.

14 Kore the son of Imnah the Levite, the
gatekeeper at the east gate, was over the
freewill offerings ofGod, todistributeYah-
weh’s offerings and themost holy things.

15 Under him were Eden, Miniamin,
Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah, and Sheca-
niah, in the cities of the priests, in their
office of trust, to give to their brothers by
divisions, to the great as well as to the
small;

16 in addition to thosewhowere listed by
genealogy of males, from three years old
and upward, even everyone who entered
into Yahweh’s house, as the duty of every

day required, for their service in their of-
fices according to their divisions;

17 and those who were listed by geneal-
ogy of the priests by their fathers’ houses,
and the Levites from twenty years old and
upward, in their offices by their divisions;

18 and those who were listed by geneal-
ogy of all their little ones, theirwives, their
sons, and their daughters, through all the
congregation; for in their office of trust
they sanctified themselves in holiness.

19Also for the sons of Aaron the priests,
whowere in the fields of the pasture lands
of their cities, in every city, there were
menwhowerementioned by name to give
portions to all themales among the priests
and to all who were listed by genealogy
among the Levites.

20Hezekiah did so throughout all Judah;
and he did that whichwas good, right, and
faithful before Yahweh his God.

21 In every work that he began in the
service of God’s house, in the law, and in
thecommandments, to seekhisGod, hedid
it with all his heart and prospered.

32
1After these things and this faithfulness,

Sennacherib kingofAssyria came, entered
into Judah, encamped against the fortified
cities, and intended to win them for him-
self.

2When Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib
had come, and that he was planning to
fight against Jerusalem,

3 he took counsel with his princes and
his mighty men to stop the waters of the
springswhichwere outside of the city, and
they helped him.

4 Then many people gathered together
and they stopped all the springs and the
brook that flowed through the middle of
the land, saying, “Why should the kings of
Assyria come, and find abundant water?”

5 He took courage, built up all the wall
that was broken down, and raised it up
to the towers, with the other wall outside,
and strengthenedMillo inDavid’s city, and
made weapons and shields in abundance.

6He set captains of war over the people,
gathered them together to him in the wide



2 Chronicles 32:7 478 2 Chronicles 32:27

place at the gate of the city, and spoke
encouragingly to them, saying,

7 “Be strong and courageous. Don’t be
afraid or dismayed because of the king of
Assyria, nor for all the multitude who is
with him; for there is a greater onewith us
than with him.

8Anarmofflesh iswithhim, butYahweh
our God is with us to help us and to fight
our battles.” The people rested themselves
on the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

9After this, Sennacherib king of Assyria
sent his servants to Jerusalem, (now he
was attacking Lachish, and all his forces
werewith him), toHezekiah king of Judah,
and to all Judah who were at Jerusalem,
saying,

10 Sennacherib king of Assyria says, “In
whomdo you trust, that you remain under
siege in Jerusalem?

11Doesn’tHezekiahpersuadeyou to give
you over to die by famine and by thirst,
saying, ‘YahwehourGodwill deliverusout
of the hand of the king of Assyria’?

12Hasn’t the same Hezekiah taken away
his high places and his altars, and com-
manded Judah and Jerusalem, saying, ‘You
shall worship before one altar, and you
shall burn incense on it’?

13Don’t you knowwhat I andmy fathers
have done to all the peoples of the lands?
Were the gods of the nations of those lands
in anyway able to deliver their land out of
my hand?

14 Who was there among all the gods
of those nations which my fathers utterly
destroyed that could deliver his people out
of my hand, that your God should be able
to deliver you out of my hand?

15 Now therefore don’t let Hezekiah de-
ceive you nor persuade you in this way.
Don’t believe him, for no god of any nation
or kingdom was able to deliver his people
out of my hand, and out of the hand of
my fathers. How much less will your God
deliver you out of my hand?”

16 His servants spoke yet more against
Yahweh God and against his servant
Hezekiah.

17 He also wrote letters insulting Yah-
weh, the God of Israel, and speaking
against him, saying, “As the gods of the
nations of the lands, which have not deliv-
ered their people out of my hand, so shall
the God of Hezekiah not deliver his people
out of my hand.”

18They calledoutwith a loudvoice in the
Jews’ language to the people of Jerusalem
whowereon thewall, to frighten themand
to trouble them, that they might take the
city.

19 They spoke of the God of Jerusalem
as of the gods of the peoples of the earth,
which are the work of men’s hands.

20 Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the
prophet, the son of Amoz, prayed because
of this, and cried to heaven.

21 Yahweh sent an angel, who cut off all
the mighty men of valor, the leaders, and
captains in the campof the king of Assyria.
So he returned with shame of face to his
own land. When he had come into the
house of his god, those who came out of
his own body† killed him there with the
sword.

22Thus Yahweh saved Hezekiah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of
Sennacherib the king of Assyria and from
the hand of all others, and guided them on
every side.

23 Many brought gifts to Yahweh
to Jerusalem, and precious things to
Hezekiah king of Judah, so that he was
exalted in the sight of all nations from then
on.

24 In thosedaysHezekiahwas terminally
ill, and he prayed to Yahweh; and he spoke
to him, and gave him a sign.

25 But Hezekiah didn’t reciprocate ap-
propriate to the benefit done for him, be-
cause his heart was lifted up. There-
fore there was wrath on him, Judah, and
Jerusalem.

26 However, Hezekiah humbled himself
for the pride of his heart, both he and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that Yahweh’s
wrath didn’t come on them in the days of
Hezekiah.

27Hezekiahhadexceedinglygreat riches
and honor. He provided himself with

† 32:21 i.e., his own sons
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treasuries for silver, for gold, for precious
stones, for spices, for shields, and for all
kinds of valuable vessels;

28 also storehouses for the increase of
grain, new wine, and oil; and stalls for all
kinds of animals, and flocks in folds.

29 Moreover he provided for himself
cities, and possessions of flocks and herds
in abundance; for God had given him
abundant possessions.

30 This same Hezekiah also stopped the
upper spring of the waters of Gihon, and
brought them straight down on the west
side of David’s city. Hezekiah prospered in
all his works.

31 However, concerning the ambas-
sadors of the princes of Babylon, who sent
to him to inquire of the wonder that was
done in the land, God left him to test him,
that he might know all that was in his
heart.

32 Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah
and his good deeds, behold, they are writ-
ten in the vision of Isaiah the prophet, the
son of Amoz, in the book of the kings of
Judah and Israel.

33 Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and
they buried him in the ascent to the tombs
of the sons of David. All Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem honored him at
his death. Manasseh his son reigned in his
place.

33
1Manasseh was twelve years old when

he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-five
years in Jerusalem.

2He did that which was evil in Yahweh’s
sight, after theabominationsof thenations
whomYahwehcast out before the children
of Israel.

3Forhebuilt again thehighplaceswhich
Hezekiahhis fatherhadbrokendown; and
he raised up altars for the Baals, made
Asheroth, and worshiped all the army of
the sky, and served them.

4 He built altars in Yahweh’s house, of
which Yahweh said, “My name shall be in
Jerusalem forever.”

5Hebuilt altars forall thearmyof the sky
in the two courts of Yahweh’s house.

6 He also made his children to pass
through the fire in the valley of the son of
Hinnom. He practiced sorcery, divination,
and witchcraft, and dealt with those who
had familiar spirits and with wizards. He
did much evil in Yahweh’s sight, to pro-
voke him to anger.

7He set the engraved image of the idol,
which he had made, in God’s house, of
which God said to David and to Solomon
his son, “In this house, and in Jerusalem,
which I have chosen out of all the tribes of
Israel, I will put my name forever.

8 I will not any more remove the foot
of Israel from off the land which I have
appointed foryour fathers, if only theywill
observe to do all that I have commanded
them, even all the law, the statutes, and the
ordinances given byMoses.”

9 Manasseh seduced Judah and the in-
habitants of Jerusalem, so that they did
more evil than did the nations whom Yah-
weh destroyed before the children of Is-
rael.

10Yahweh spoke to Manasseh and to his
people, but they didn’t listen.

11 Therefore Yahweh brought on them
the captains of the army of the king of
Assyria, who took Manasseh in chains,
boundhimwith fetters, and carried him to
Babylon.

12 When he was in distress, he begged
Yahweh his God, and humbled himself
greatly before the God of his fathers.

13 He prayed to him; and he was en-
treatedbyhim, andheardhis supplication,
and brought him again to Jerusalem into
his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that
Yahwehwas God.

14Now after this, he built an outer wall
to David’s city on thewest side of Gihon, in
the valley, even to the entrance at the fish
gate. HeencircledOphelwith it, andraised
it up to a very great height; and he put
valiant captains in all the fortified cities of
Judah.

15 He took away the foreign gods and
the idol out of Yahweh’s house, and all the
altars that he had built in the mountain of
Yahweh’s house and in Jerusalem, and cast
them out of the city.
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16 He built up Yahweh’s altar, and of-
fered sacrifices of peace offerings and of
thanksgiving on it, and commanded Judah
to serve Yahweh, the God of Israel.

17Nevertheless the people still sacrificed
in thehighplaces, but only toYahweh their
God.

18Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh,
and his prayer to his God, and the words
of the seers who spoke to him in the name
of Yahweh, the God of Israel, behold, they
are written among the acts of the kings of
Israel.

19His prayer also, and how God listened
to his request, and all his sin and his tres-
pass, and the places in which he built high
places and set up the Asherah poles and
the engraved images before he humbled
himself: behold, they are written in the
history of Hozai.†

20 So Manasseh slept with his fathers,
and they buried him in his ownhouse; and
Amon his son reigned in his place.

21Amonwas twenty-two years oldwhen
he began to reign; and he reigned two
years in Jerusalem.

22Hedid thatwhichwasevil inYahweh’s
sight, as did Manasseh his father; and
Amonsacrificed toall the engraved images
whichManasseh his father hadmade, and
served them.

23He didn’t humble himself before Yah-
weh, as Manasseh his father had humbled
himself; but this same Amon trespassed
more andmore.

24 His servants conspired against him,
and put him to death in his own house.

25 But the people of the land killed all
those who had conspired against King
Amon; and the people of the land made
Josiah his son king in his place.

34
1 Josiah was eight years old when he

began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one
years in Jerusalem.

2 He did that which was right in Yah-
weh’s eyes, and walked in the ways of
David his father, and didn’t turn away to
the right hand or to the left.

3 For in the eighth year of his reign,
while he was yet young, he began to seek
after the God of David his father; and in
the twelfth year he began to purge Judah
and Jerusalem from the high places, the
Asherah poles, the engraved images, and
themolten images.

4They broke down the altars of the Baals
in his presence; and he cut down the in-
cense altars thatwere onhigh above them.
He broke the Asherah poles, the engraved
images, and the molten images in pieces,
made dust of them, and scattered it on the
gravesof thosewhohad sacrificed to them.

5 He burned the bones of the priests
on their altars, and purged Judah and
Jerusalem.

6 He did this in the cities of Manasseh,
Ephraim, and Simeon, even to Naphtali,
around in their ruins.

7 He broke down the altars, beat the
Asherah poles and the engraved images
into powder, and cut down all the incense
altars throughout all the land of Israel,
then returned to Jerusalem.

8Now in the eighteenth year of his reign,
when he had purged the land and the
house, he sent Shaphan the son of Aza-
liah, Maaseiah the governor of the city,
and Joah the son of Joahaz the recorder to
repair the house of Yahweh his God.

9 They came to Hilkiah the high priest
and delivered themoney thatwas brought
into God’s house, which the Levites, the
keepers of the threshold, had gathered
from the hands of Manasseh, Ephraim,
of all the remnant of Israel, of all Judah
and Benjamin, and of the inhabitants of
Jerusalem.

10 They delivered it into the hands of
the workmen who had the oversight of
Yahweh’s house; and the workmen who
labored in Yahweh’s house gave it tomend
and repair the house.

11 They gave it to the carpenters and to
the builders to buy cut stone and timber
for couplings, and to make beams for the
houses which the kings of Judah had de-
stroyed.

12 The men did the work faithfully.
† 33:19 or, the seers
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Their overseers were Jahath and Obadiah
the Levites, of the sons of Merari; and
Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of
the Kohathites, to give direction; and oth-
ers of the Levites, who were all skillful
withmusical instruments.

13Also theywereover thebearersofbur-
dens, and directed all who did the work in
every kind of service. Of the Levites, there
were scribes, officials, and gatekeepers.

14Whentheybroughtout themoney that
was brought into Yahweh’s house, Hilkiah
the priest found the book of Yahweh’s law
given byMoses.

15Hilkiah answered Shaphan the scribe,
“I have found the book of the law in Yah-
weh’s house.” So Hilkiah delivered the
book to Shaphan.

16 Shaphan carried the book to the king,
and moreover brought back word to the
king, saying, “All that was committed to
your servants, they are doing.

17Theyhave emptied out themoney that
was found in Yahweh’s house, and have
delivered it into the hand of the overseers
and into the hand of the workmen.”

18 Shaphan the scribe told the king, say-
ing, “Hilkiah the priest has delivered me a
book.” Shaphan read from it to the king.

19When the king had heard thewords of
the law, he tore his clothes.

20 The king commanded Hilkiah,
Ahikam the sonof Shaphan, Abdon the son
of Micah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah
the king’s servant, saying,

21 “Go inquire of Yahweh forme, and for
those who are left in Israel and in Judah,
concerning the words of the book that is
found; for great is Yahweh’s wrath that is
pouredoutonus, becauseour fathershave
not kept Yahweh’sword, to do according to
all that is written in this book.”

22 So Hilkiah and those whom the king
had commanded went to Huldah the
prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of
Tokhath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the
wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in
the second quarter), and they spoke to her
to that effect.

23 She said to them, “Yahweh, the God of
Israel says: ‘Tell the man who sent you to
me,

24 “Yahweh says, ‘Behold, Iwill bring evil
on this place and on its inhabitants, even
all the curses that are written in the book
which they have read before the king of
Judah.

25 Because they have forsaken me, and
have burned incense to other gods, that
they might provoke me to anger with all
the works of their hands, therefore my
wrath is poured out on this place, and it
will not be quenched.’ ” ’

26 But to the king of Judah, who sent
you to inquire of Yahweh, you shall tell
him this, ‘Yahweh, the God of Israel says:
“About the words which you have heard,

27 because your heart was tender, and
you humbled yourself before God when
you heard hiswords against this place and
against its inhabitants, and have humbled
yourself before me, and have torn your
clothes and wept before me, I also have
heard you,” says Yahweh.

28 “Behold, I will gather you to your fa-
thers, and you will be gathered to your
grave in peace. Your eyes won’t see all the
evil that Iwill bring on this place and on its
inhabitants.” ’ ”
They brought back this message to the

king.
29 Then the king sent and gathered

together all the elders of Judah and
Jerusalem.

30 The king went up to Yahweh’s house
with all the men of Judah and the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem—the priests, theLevites,
and all the people, both great and small—
and he read in their hearing all the words
of the book of the covenant thatwas found
in Yahweh’s house.

31 The king stood in his place and made
a covenant before Yahweh, to walk after
Yahweh, and to keep his commandments,
his testimonies, andhis statuteswithallhis
heart and with all his soul, to perform the
words of the covenant thatwerewritten in
this book.

32 He caused all who were found in
Jerusalem and Benjamin to stand. The in-
habitantsof Jerusalemdidaccording to the
covenant of God, the God of their fathers.

33 Josiah took away all the abominations
out of all the countries that belonged to
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the children of Israel, and made all who
were found in Israel to serve, even to serve
Yahweh their God. All his days they didn’t
depart from following Yahweh, the God of
their fathers.

35
1 Josiah kept a Passover to Yahweh in

Jerusalem. They killed the Passover on the
fourteenth day of the first month.

2Heset thepriests in their offices anden-
couraged them in the service of Yahweh’s
house.

3 He said to the Levites who taught all
Israel, who were holy to Yahweh, “Put the
holy ark in the house which Solomon the
son of David king of Israel built. It will
no longer be a burden on your shoulders.
Now serve Yahweh your God and his peo-
ple Israel.

4 Prepare yourselves after your fathers’
houses by your divisions, according to the
writing of David king of Israel, and accord-
ing to the writing of Solomon his son.

5 Stand in the holy place according to
the divisions of the fathers’ houses of your
brothers the children of the people, and
let there be for each a portion of a fathers’
house of the Levites.

6 Kill the Passover lamb, sanctify your-
selves, and prepare for your brothers, to
do according to Yahweh’s word byMoses.”

7 Josiah gave to the children of the peo-
ple, of the flock, lambs and young goats, all
of them for the Passover offerings, to all
who were present, to the number of thirty
thousand, and three thousandbulls. These
were of the king’s substance.

8 His princes gave a free will offering
to the people, to the priests, and to the
Levites. Hilkiah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, the
rulers of God’s house, gave to the priests
for the Passover offerings two thousand
six hundred small livestock, and three
hundred head of cattle.

9 Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and
Nethanel, his brothers, and Hashabiah,
Jeiel, and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Levites,
gave to the Levites for the Passover offer-
ings five thousand small livestock and five
hundred head of cattle.

10 So the service was prepared, and the
priests stood in their place, and the Levites
by their divisions, according to the king’s
commandment.

11 They killed the Passover lambs, and
the priests sprinkled the blood which they
received from their hands, and the Levites
skinned them.

12 They removed the burnt offerings,
that they might give them according to
the divisions of the fathers’ houses of the
children of the people, to offer to Yahweh,
as it is written in the book of Moses. They
did the samewith the cattle.

13 They roasted the Passover with fire
according to the ordinance. They boiled
the holy offerings in pots, in cauldrons,
and in pans, and carried them quickly to
all the children of the people.

14 Afterward they prepared for them-
selves and for the priests, because the
priests the sons of Aaron were busy with
offering the burnt offerings and the fat un-
til night. Therefore the Levites prepared
for themselves and for the priests the sons
of Aaron.

15 The singers, the sons of Asaph, were
in their place, according to the command-
ment of David, Asaph, Heman, and Je-
duthun the king’s seer; and the gatekeep-
ers were at every gate. They didn’t need
to depart from their service, because their
brothers the Levites prepared for them.

16 So all the service of Yahweh was pre-
pared the same day, to keep the Passover,
and to offer burnt offerings on Yahweh’s
altar, according to the commandment of
King Josiah.

17 The children of Israel who were
present kept the Passover at that time, and
the feast of unleavened bread seven days.

18TherewasnoPassover like that kept in
Israel fromthedaysof Samuel theprophet,
nor did any of the kings of Israel keep
such a Passover as Josiah kept—with the
priests, the Levites, and all Judah and Is-
rael who were present, and the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem.

19 This Passover was kept in the eigh-
teenth year of the reign of Josiah.

20 After all this, when Josiah had pre-
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pared the temple, Neco king of Egypt went
up to fight against Carchemish by the Eu-
phrates, and Josiah went out against him.

21 But he sent ambassadors to him, say-
ing, “What have I to do with you, you king
of Judah? I comenot against you today, but
against the house with which I have war.
God has commanded me to make haste.
Beware that it is God who is with me, that
he not destroy you.”

22Nevertheless Josiahwouldnot turnhis
face from him, but disguised himself, that
hemightfightwithhim, anddidn’t listen to
the words of Neco from the mouth of God,
and came to fight in the valley of Megiddo.

23 The archers shot at King Josiah; and
the king said to his servants, “Take me
away, because I am seriously wounded!”

24 So his servants took him out of the
chariot, and put him in the second chariot
that hehad, andbroughthim to Jerusalem;
and he died, and was buried in the tombs
of his fathers. All Judah and Jerusalem
mourned for Josiah.

25 Jeremiah lamented for Josiah, and all
the singingmen and singingwomen spoke
of Josiah in their lamentations to this day;
and they made them an ordinance in Is-
rael. Behold, theyarewritten in the lamen-
tations.

26Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and
his good deeds, according to that which is
written in Yahweh’s law,

27 and his acts, first and last, behold,
they are written in the book of the kings of
Israel and Judah.

36
1Then the people of the land took Jehoa-

haz the son of Josiah, and made him king
in his father’s place in Jerusalem.

2 Joahaz was twenty-three years old
when he began to reign; and he reigned
threemonths in Jerusalem.

3 The king of Egypt removed him from
office at Jerusalem, and fined the land one
hundred talents of silver and a talent† of
gold.

4 The king of Egypt made Eliakim his
brother king over Judah and Jerusalem,

and changed his name to Jehoiakim. Neco
took Joahaz his brother, and carried him to
Egypt.

5 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem. He did that
which was evil in Yahweh his God’s sight.

6Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came
up against him, and bound him in fetters
to carry him to Babylon.

7 Nebuchadnezzar also carried some of
the vessels of Yahweh’s house to Babylon,
and put them in his temple at Babylon.

8 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim,
and his abominations which he did, and
that which was found in him, behold, they
are written in the book of the kings of
Israel and Judah; and Jehoiachin his son
reigned in his place.

9 Jehoiachin was eight years old when
he began to reign, and he reigned three
months and ten days in Jerusalem. He did
that which was evil in Yahweh’s sight.

10 At the return of the year, King
Nebuchadnezzar sent and brought him
to Babylon, with the valuable vessels of
Yahweh’s house, and made Zedekiah his
brother king over Judah and Jerusalem.

11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem.

12He did that which was evil in Yahweh
his God’s sight. He didn’t humble him-
self before Jeremiah the prophet speaking
from Yahweh’s mouth.

13 He also rebelled against King Neb-
uchadnezzar, whohadmadehim swear by
God; but he stiffened his neck, and hard-
ened his heart against turning to Yahweh,
the God of Israel.

14Moreover all the chiefs of the priests
and the people trespassed very greatly af-
ter all theabominationsof thenations; and
they polluted Yahweh’s house which he
hadmade holy in Jerusalem.

15Yahweh, the God of their fathers, sent
to them by his messengers, rising up early
and sending, because he had compassion
on his people and on his dwelling place;

† 36:3 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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16 but they mocked the messengers of
God, despised his words, and scoffed at
his prophets, until Yahweh’s wrath arose
against his people, until therewas no rem-
edy.

17 Therefore he brought on them the
king of the Chaldeans, who killed their
young men with the sword in the house
of their sanctuary, and had no compassion
onyoungmanor virgin, oldmanor infirm.
He gave them all into his hand.

18 All the vessels of God’s house, great
and small, and the treasures of Yahweh’s
house, and the treasures of the king and of
his princes, all these he brought to Baby-
lon.

19 They burned God’s house, broke
down the wall of Jerusalem, burned all its
palaces with fire, and destroyed all of its
valuable vessels.

20 He carried those who had escaped
from the sword away to Babylon, and they
were servants to himandhis sons until the
reign of the kingdom of Persia,

21 to fulfill Yahweh’s word by Jeremiah’s
mouth, until the land had enjoyed its Sab-
baths. As long as it lay desolate, it kept
Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years.

22Now in the first year of Cyrus king of
Persia, that Yahweh’s word by the mouth
of Jeremiah might be accomplished, Yah-
weh stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of
Persia, so that he made a proclamation
throughout all his kingdom, and put it also
in writing, saying,

23 “Cyrus king of Persia says, ‘Yahweh,
the God of heaven, has given all the king-
doms of the earth to me; and he has
commanded me to build him a house in
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever
there is among you of all his people, Yah-
weh his God be with him, and let him go
up.’ ”
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The Book of
Ezra

1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of
Persia, that Yahweh’s†word by Jeremiah’s
mouth might be accomplished, Yahweh
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia,
so that he made a proclamation through-
out all his kingdom, and put it also in writ-
ing, saying,

2 “Cyrus king of Persia says, ‘Yahweh,
the God‡ of heaven, has given me all
the kingdoms of the earth; and he has
commanded me to build him a house in
Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
3Whoever there is among you of all his

people, may his God be with him, and let
him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah,
and build the house of Yahweh, the God of
Israel (he is God), which is in Jerusalem.

4Whoever is left, in any place where he
lives, let themenof his placehelphimwith
silver, with gold, with goods, and with an-
imals, in addition to the free will offering
for God’s house which is in Jerusalem.’ ”

5 Then the heads of fathers’ households
of Judah and Benjamin, the priests and the
Levites, all whose spirit God had stirred
to go up, rose up to build Yahweh’s house
which is in Jerusalem.

6 All those who were around them
strengthened their hands with vessels of
silver, with gold, with goods, with animals,
andwith precious things, in addition to all
that was willingly offered.

7AlsoCyrus thekingbrought out theves-
sels of Yahweh’s house, which Nebuchad-
nezzar had brought out of Jerusalem, and
had put in the house of his gods;

8 even those, Cyrus king of Persia
brought out by the hand of Mithredath
the treasurer, and counted them out to
Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah.

9This is the number of them: thirty plat-
ters of gold, one thousandplatters of silver,
twenty-nine knives,

10 thirty bowls of gold, four hundred ten
silver bowls of a second kind, and one
thousand other vessels.

11 All the vessels of gold and of silver
were five thousand four hundred. Shesh-
bazzar brought all these up when the cap-
tives were brought up from Babylon to
Jerusalem.

2
1 Now these are the children of the

province who went up out of the captiv-
ity of those who had been carried away,
whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby-
lon had carried away to Babylon, and who
returned to Jerusalem and Judah, every-
one to his city;

2whocamewithZerubbabel, Jeshua,Ne-
hemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bil-
shan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanah.
The number of the men of the people of

Israel:
3 The children of Parosh, two thousand

one hundred seventy-two.
4The children of Shephatiah, three hun-

dred seventy-two.
5 The children of Arah, seven hundred

seventy-five.
6 The children of Pahathmoab, of the

children of Jeshua and Joab, two thousand
eight hundred twelve.

7 The children of Elam, one thousand
two hundred fifty-four.

8 The children of Zattu, nine hundred
forty-five.

9 The children of Zaccai, seven hundred
sixty.

10 The children of Bani, six hundred
forty-two.

11 The children of Bebai, six hundred
twenty-three.

12 The children of Azgad, one thousand
two hundred twenty-two.

13 The children of Adonikam, six hun-
dred sixty-six.

14 The children of Bigvai, two thousand
fifty-six.

15 The children of Adin, four hundred
fifty-four.

† 1:1 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:2 The
Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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16 The children of Ater, of Hezekiah,
ninety-eight.

17 The children of Bezai, three hundred
twenty-three.

18 The children of Jorah, one hundred
twelve.

19The children ofHashum, twohundred
twenty-three.

20The children of Gibbar, ninety-five.
21 The children of Bethlehem, one hun-

dred twenty-three.
22Themen of Netophah, fifty-six.
23 The men of Anathoth, one hundred

twenty-eight.
24The children of Azmaveth, forty-two.
25 The children of Kiriath Arim, Chep-

hirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred forty-
three.

26 The children of Ramah and Geba, six
hundred twenty-one.

27 The men of Michmas, one hundred
twenty-two.

28 The men of Bethel and Ai, two hun-
dred twenty-three.

29The children of Nebo, fifty-two.
30The children ofMagbish, one hundred

fifty-six.
31 The children of the other Elam, one

thousand two hundred fifty-four.
32The children of Harim, three hundred

twenty.
33 The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono,

seven hundred twenty-five.
34The childrenof Jericho, threehundred

forty-five.
35 The children of Senaah, three thou-

sand six hundred thirty.
36 The priests: the children of Jeda-

iah, of the house of Jeshua, nine hundred
seventy-three.

37 The children of Immer, one thousand
fifty-two.

38 The children of Pashhur, one thou-
sand two hundred forty-seven.

39 The children of Harim, one thousand
seventeen.

40 The Levites: the children of Jeshua
and Kadmiel, of the children of Hodaviah,
seventy-four.

41 The singers: the children of Asaph,
one hundred twenty-eight.

42 The children of the gatekeepers: the
children of Shallum, the children of Ater,
the children of Talmon, the children of
Akkub, the children of Hatita, the children
of Shobai, in all one hundred thirty-nine.

43 The temple servants: the children of
Ziha, the childrenofHasupha, the children
of Tabbaoth,

44 the children of Keros, the children of
Siaha, the children of Padon,

45 the children of Lebanah, the children
of Hagabah, the children of Akkub,

46 the children of Hagab, the children of
Shamlai, the children of Hanan,

47 the children of Giddel, the children of
Gahar, the children of Reaiah,

48 the children of Rezin, the children of
Nekoda, the children of Gazzam,

49 the children of Uzza, the children of
Paseah, the children of Besai,

50 the children of Asnah, the children of
Meunim, the children of Nephisim,

51 the childrenof Bakbuk, the childrenof
Hakupha, the children of Harhur,

52 the childrenofBazluth, the childrenof
Mehida, the children of Harsha,

53 the children of Barkos, the children of
Sisera, the children of Temah,

54 the children of Neziah, the children of
Hatipha.

55 The children of Solomon’s servants:
the children of Sotai, the children of Has-
sophereth, the children of Peruda,

56 the children of Jaalah, the children of
Darkon, the children of Giddel,

57 the children of Shephatiah, the chil-
dren of Hattil, the children of Pochereth
Hazzebaim, the children of Ami.

58 All the temple servants, and the chil-
dren of Solomon’s servants, were three
hundred ninety-two.

59 These were those who went up from
TelMelah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, Addan, and
Immer; but they could not show their fa-
thers’housesand their offspring,†whether
they were of Israel:

60 the children of Delaiah, the children
of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda, six hun-
dred fifty-two.

61Of the children of the priests: the chil-
dren of Habaiah, the children of Hakkoz,

† 2:59 or, seed
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and the children of Barzillai, who took a
wife of the daughters of Barzillai theGilea-
dite, and was called after their name.

62 These sought their place among those
who were registered by genealogy, but
they were not found; therefore they were
deemed disqualified and removed from
the priesthood.

63 The governor told them that they
should not eat of themost holy things until
a priest stood up to serve with Urim and
with Thummim.

64 The whole assembly together was
forty-two thousand three hundred sixty,

65 in addition to their male servants and
their female servants, ofwhom therewere
seven thousand three hundred thirty-
seven; and they had two hundred singing
men and singing women.

66 Their horses were seven hundred
thirty-six; their mules, two hundred forty-
five;

67 their camels, four hundred thirty-five;
their donkeys, six thousand seven hun-
dred twenty.

68 Some of the heads of fathers’ house-
holds, when they came to Yahweh’s house
which is in Jerusalem, offeredwillingly for
God’s house to set it up in its place.

69 They gave according to their ability
into the treasury of the work sixty-one
thousand darics of gold,‡ five thousand
minas§ of silver, and one hundred priests’
garments.

70 So the priests and the Levites, with
some of the people, the singers, the gate-
keepers, and the temple servants, lived in
their cities, and all Israel in their cities.

3
1 When the seventh month had come,

and the childrenof Israelwere in the cities,
the people gathered themselves together
as oneman to Jerusalem.

2 Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak stood
upwith his brothers the priests andZerub-
babel the son of Shealtiel and his relatives,
and built the altar of the God of Israel, to

offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written
in the law of Moses theman of God.

3 In spite of their fear because of the peo-
ples of the surrounding lands, they set the
altar on its base; and they offered burnt
offerings on it toYahweh, evenburnt offer-
ings morning and evening.

4 They kept the feast of booths, as it is
written, and offered the daily burnt of-
ferings by number, according to the ordi-
nance, as the duty of every day required;

5 and afterward the continual burnt of-
fering, the offerings of the new moons, of
all the set feasts of Yahweh that were con-
secrated, and of everyone who willingly
offered a free will offering to Yahweh.

6 From the first day of the seventh
month, they began to offer burnt offerings
toYahweh; but the foundationof Yahweh’s
temple was not yet laid.

7 They also gave money to the masons
and to the carpenters. They also gave food,
drink, and oil to the people of Sidon and
Tyre to bring cedar trees from Lebanon to
the sea, to Joppa, according to the grant
that they had from Cyrus King of Persia.

8Now in the second year of their coming
to God’s house at Jerusalem, in the second
month, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the rest of
their brothers the priests and the Levites,
and all those who had come out of the
captivity to Jerusalem, began theworkand
appointed the Levites, from twenty years
old and upward, to have the oversight of
the work of Yahweh’s house.

9Then Jeshua stoodwithhis sons andhis
brothers, Kadmiel and his sons, the sons
of Judah, together to have the oversight of
the workmen in God’s house: the sons of
Henadad, with their sons and their broth-
ers the Levites.

10When the builders laid the foundation
of Yahweh’s temple, they set the priests in
their vestments with trumpets, with the
Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to
praise Yahweh, according to the directions
of David king of Israel.

11 They sang to one another in praising
‡ 2:69 a daric was a gold coin issued by a Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about 0.27 troy ounces each.
§ 2:69 Amina is about 600 grams or 1.3 U. S. pounds, so 5,000minas is about 3 metric tons.
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and giving thanks to Yahweh, “For he is
good, for his loving kindness endures for-
ever toward Israel.” All thepeople shouted
with a great shout, when they praised Yah-
weh, because the foundation of Yahweh’s
house had been laid.

12 But many of the priests and Levites
and heads of fathers’ households, the old
men who had seen the first house, when
the foundation of this house was laid be-
fore their eyes, wept with a loud voice.
Many also shouted aloud for joy,

13so that thepeoplecouldnotdiscern the
noise of the shout of joy from the noise of
the weeping of the people; for the people
shouted with a loud shout, and the noise
was heard far away.

4
1 Now when the adversaries of Judah

and Benjamin heard that the children of
the captivity were building a temple to
Yahweh, the God of Israel,

2 they came near to Zerubbabel, and to
the heads of fathers’ households, and said
to them, “Let us buildwith you, forwe seek
your God as you do; and we have been
sacrificing to him since the days of Esar
Haddon king of Assyria, who brought us
up here.”

3But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of
the heads of fathers’ households of Israel
said to them, “You have nothing to do with
us in building a house to our God; but we
ourselves together will build to Yahweh,
the God of Israel, as King Cyrus the king of
Persia has commanded us.”

4 Then the people of the land weakened
the hands of the people of Judah, and trou-
bled them in building.

5 They hired counselors against them
to frustrate their purpose all the days of
Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign
of Darius king of Persia.

6 In the reign of Ahasuerus, in the be-
ginning of his reign, they wrote an accusa-
tion against the inhabitants of Judah and
Jerusalem.

7 In the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam,
Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of his
companions wrote to Artaxerxes king of
Persia; and the writing of the letter was

written in Syrian and delivered in the Syr-
ian language.

8 Rehum the chancellor and Shimshai
the scribe wrote a letter against Jerusalem
to Artaxerxes the king as follows.

9 Then Rehum the chancellor, Shimshai
the scribe, and the rest of their compan-
ions, the Dinaites, and the Apharsath-
chites, the Tarpelites, the Apharsites, the
Archevites, the Babylonians, the Shushan-
chites, the Dehaites, the Elamites,

10 and the rest of the nations whom the
great and noble Osnappar brought over
and settled in the city of Samaria, and in
the rest of the country beyond the River,
and so forth, wrote.

11 This is the copy of the letter that they
sent:

To King Artaxerxes, from your servants,
the people beyond the River.

12Be it known to the king that the Jews
who came up from you have come to us
to Jerusalem. They are building the re-
bellious and bad city, and have finished
the walls and repaired the foundations.

13 Be it known now to the king that if
this city is built and thewalls finished, they
will not pay tribute, custom, or toll, and in
the end it will be hurtful to the kings.

14 Now because we eat the salt of the
palace and it is not appropriate for us to
see the king’s dishonor, therefore we have
sent and informed the king,

15 that searchmaybemade in thebook
of the records of your fathers. You will see
in the book of the records, and know that
this city is a rebellious city, and hurtful to
kings and provinces, and that they have
started rebellions within it in the past.
That is why this city was destroyed.

16We inform the king that if this city is
built and the walls finished, then you will
have no possession beyond the River.

17 Then the king sent an answer to Re-
hum the chancellor, and to Shimshai the
scribe, and to the rest of their companions
who live in Samaria, and in the rest of the
country beyond the River:

Peace.
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18 The letter which you sent to us has
been plainly read before me.

19 I decreed, and search has been
made, and it was found that this city has
made insurrection against kings in the
past, and that rebellion and revolts have
beenmade in it.

20 There have also been mighty kings
over Jerusalem who have ruled over all
the country beyond the River; and tribute,
custom, and toll was paid to them.

21 Make a decree now to cause these
men to cease, and that this city not be built
until a decree is made byme.

22 Be careful that you not be slack do-
ing so. Why should damage grow to the
hurt of the kings?

23 Then when the copy of King Ar-
taxerxes’ letter was read before Rehum,
Shimshai the scribe, and their compan-
ions, theywent in haste to Jerusalem to the
Jews, and made them to cease by force of
arms.

24 Then work stopped on God’s house
which is at Jerusalem. It stopped until the
second year of the reign of Darius king of
Persia.

5
1Now the prophets, Haggai the prophet

and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophe-
sied to the Jews who were in Judah and
Jerusalem. They prophesied to them in the
name of the God of Israel.

2 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak rose up
and began to build God’s house which is
at Jerusalem; and with them were the
prophets of God, helping them.

3 At the same time Tattenai, the gov-
ernor beyond the River, came to them,
with Shetharbozenai and their compan-
ions, and asked them, “Who gave you a
decree to build this house and to finish this
wall?”

4 They also asked for the names of the
menwhoweremaking this building.

5 But the eye of their God was on the
elders of the Jews, and they didn’t make
themceaseuntil thematter should come to

Darius, and an answer should be returned
by letter concerning it.

6The copy of the letter that Tattenai, the
governor beyond the River, and Shethar-
bozenai, and his companions the Apharsa-
chites who were beyond the River, sent to
Darius the king follows.

7They sent a letter to him, in which was
written:

To Darius the king, all peace.
8Be it known to the king that we went

into the province of Judah, to the house
of the great God, which is being built
with great stones and timber is laid in
the walls. This work goes on with dili-
gence and prospers in their hands.

9Thenwe asked those elders, and said
to them thus, “Who gave you a decree to
build this house, and to finish this wall?”

10We asked them their names also, to
inform you that wemight write the names
of themenwhowere at their head.

11 Thus they returned us answer, say-
ing, “We are the servants of the God of
heaven and earth and are building the
house thatwas built thesemany years ago,
which a great king of Israel built and fin-
ished.

12 But after our fathers had provoked
the God of heaven to wrath, he gave them
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, the Chaldean,who destroyed this
house and carried the people away into
Babylon.

13But in the first year of Cyrus king of
Babylon, Cyrus the king made a decree to
build this house of God.

14 The gold and silver vessels of God’s
house, which Nebuchadnezzar took out
of the temple that was in Jerusalem and
brought into the temple of Babylon, those
Cyrus the king also took out of the temple
of Babylon, and theywere delivered to one
whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom he
hadmade governor.

15 He said to him, ‘Take these ves-
sels, go, put them in the temple that is in
Jerusalem, and let God’s house be built in
its place.’

16 Then the same Sheshbazzar came
and laid the foundations of God’s house
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which is in Jerusalem. Since that timeeven
until now it has been being built, and yet it
is not completed.

17 Now therefore, if it seems good to
the king, let a search be made in the
king’s treasure house, which is there at
Babylon, whether it is so that a decree
wasmade by Cyrus the king to build this
house of God at Jerusalem; and let the
king send his pleasure to us concerning
this matter.”

6
1 Then Darius the king made a decree,

and the house of the archives, where the
treasures were laid up in Babylon, was
searched.

2A scroll was found at Achmetha, in the
palace that is in the province ofMedia, and
in it this was written for a record:

3 In the first year of Cyrus the king,
Cyrus the king made a decree: Concern-
ing God’s house at Jerusalem, let the
house be built, the place where they of-
fer sacrifices, and let its foundations be
strongly laid, with its height sixty cubits†
and its width sixty cubits;

4 with three courses of great stones
and a course of new timber. Let the ex-
penses be given out of the king’s house.

5Also let the gold and silver vessels of
God’s house, which Nebuchadnezzar took
out of the temple which is at Jerusalem
and brought to Babylon, be restored and
brought again to the temple which is at
Jerusalem, everything to its place. You
shall put them in God’s house.

6 Now therefore, Tattenai, governor
beyond the River, Shetharbozenai, and
your companions the Apharsachites,
who are beyond the River, youmust stay
far from there.

7 Leave the work of this house of God
alone; let the governor of the Jews and the
elders of the Jews build this house of God
in its place.

8Moreover I make a decree regarding
what you shall do for these elders of the
Jews for the building of this house of God:

that of the king’s goods, even of the tribute
beyond the River, expenses must be given
with all diligence to these men, that they
not be hindered.

9Thatwhich theyhaveneedof, includ-
ingyoungbulls, rams, and lambs, forburnt
offerings to the God of heaven; also wheat,
salt, wine, andoil, according to thewordof
the priests who are at Jerusalem, let it be
given them day by day without fail,

10 that they may offer sacrifices of
pleasant aroma to the God of heaven, and
pray for the life of the king and of his sons.

11 I have also made a decree that who-
ever alters this message, let a beam be
pulled out from his house, and let him be
lifted up and fastened on it; and let his
house bemade a dunghill for this.

12 May the God who has caused his
name to dwell there overthrow all kings
and peoples who stretch out their hand
to alter this, to destroy this house of God
which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have made
a decree. Let it be done with all diligence.

13 Then Tattenai, the governor beyond
the River, Shetharbozenai, and their com-
panions did accordinglywith all diligence,
because Darius the king had sent a decree.

14 The elders of the Jews built and pros-
pered, through the prophesying of Haggai
the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo.
They built and finished it, according to the
commandment of the God of Israel, and
according to the decree of Cyrus, Darius,
and Artaxerxes king of Persia.

15 This house was finished on the third
day of the month Adar, which was in the
sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.

16 The children of Israel, the priests, the
Levites, and the rest of the children of the
captivity, kept the dedication of this house
of God with joy.

17 They offered at the dedication of this
house of God one hundred bulls, two hun-
dred rams, four hundred lambs; and for
a sin offering for all Israel, twelve male
goats, according to the number of the
tribes of Israel.

† 6:3 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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18 They set the priests in their divisions
and the Levites in their courses, for the
service of God which is at Jerusalem, as it
is written in the book of Moses.

19 The children of the captivity kept the
Passover on the fourteenth day of the first
month.

20 Because the priests and the Levites
had purified themselves together, all of
them were pure. They killed the Passover
for all the children of the captivity, for
their brothers the priests, and for them-
selves.

21 The children of Israel who had re-
turned out of the captivity, and all who
had separated themselves to them from
the filthiness of the nations of the land to
seek Yahweh, the God of Israel, ate,

22andkept the feastofunleavenedbread
seven days with joy; because Yahweh had
made them joyful, and had turned the
heart of the king of Assyria to them, to
strengthen their hands in thework of God,
the God of Israel’s house.

7
1 Now after these things, in the reign

of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra the son
of Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of
Hilkiah,

2 the son of Shallum, the son of Zadok,
the son of Ahitub,

3 the son of Amariah, the son of Azariah,
the son of Meraioth,

4 the son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the
son of Bukki,

5 the sonofAbishua, the sonof Phinehas,
the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the
chief priest—

6 this Ezra went up from Babylon. He
was a skilled scribe in the law of Moses,
which Yahweh, the God of Israel, had
given; and the king granted him all his re-
quest, according to Yahwehhis God’s hand
on him.

7 Some of the children of Israel, includ-
ing some of the priests, the Levites, the
singers, the gatekeepers, and the temple
servants went up to Jerusalem in the sev-
enth year of Artaxerxes the king.

8 He came to Jerusalem in the fifth
month, which was in the seventh year of
the king.

9 For on the first day of the first month
he began to go up from Babylon; and on
the first day of the fifth month he came to
Jerusalem, according to the good hand of
his God on him.

10 For Ezra had set his heart to seek
Yahweh’s law, and to do it, and to teach
statutes and ordinances in Israel.

11Now this is the copy of the letter that
King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra the priest,
the scribe, even the scribe of the words
of Yahweh’s commandments, and of his
statutes to Israel:

12Artaxerxes, king of kings,
ToEzra thepriest, the scribe of the lawof
the perfect God of heaven.
Now
13 I make a decree that all those of the

people of Israel and their priests and the
Levites in my realm, who intend of their
own free will to go to Jerusalem, go with
you.

14Becauseyouare sentby thekingand
his sevencounselors to inquireconcerning
Judah and Jerusalem, according to the law
of your Godwhich is in your hand,

15 and to carry the silver and gold,
which the king and his counselors have
freely offered to the God of Israel, whose
habitation is in Jerusalem,

16 and all the silver and gold that you
will find in all the province of Babylon,
with the free will offering of the people
andof the priests, offeringwillingly for the
house of their God which is in Jerusalem.

17 Therefore you shall with all dili-
gencebuywith thismoneybulls, rams, and
lambs with their meal offerings and their
drinkofferings, and shall offer themon the
altar of the house of your God which is in
Jerusalem.

18Whatever seems good to you and to
your brothers to do with the rest of the
silver and the gold, do that according to the
will of your God.

19 The vessels that are given to you
for the service of the house of your God,
deliver before the God of Jerusalem.

20 Whatever more will be needed for
the house of your God, which you may
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have occasion to give, give it out of the
king’s treasure house.

21 I, even I, Artaxerxes the king, make
a decree to all the treasurers who are
beyond the River, that whatever Ezra
the priest, the scribe of the law of the
God of heaven, requires of you, it shall
be done with all diligence,

22up to one hundred talents† of silver,
and to one hundred cors‡ of wheat, and
to one hundred baths§ of wine, and to
one hundred baths of oil, and salt without
prescribing howmuch.

23Whatever is commandedby theGod
of heaven, let it be done exactly for the
houseof theGodofheaven; forwhyshould
there be wrath against the realm of the
king and his sons?

24Also we inform you that it shall not
be lawful to impose tribute, custom, or
toll onanyof thepriests, Levites, singers,
gatekeepers, temple servants, or labor-
ers of this house of God.

25 You, Ezra, according to the wisdom
of yourGod that is in your hand, appoint
magistrates and judges who may judge
all the people who are beyond the River,
who all know the laws of your God; and
teach himwho doesn’t know them.

26Whoever will not do the law of your
God and the law of the king, let judgment
be executed on him with all diligence,
whether it is to death, or to banishment,
or to confiscation of goods, or to imprison-
ment.

27 Blessed be Yahweh, the God of our
fathers, who has put such a thing as this
in the king’s heart, to beautify Yahweh’s
house which is in Jerusalem;

28 and has extended loving kindness to
me before the king and his counselors,
and before all the king’s mighty princes. I
was strengthenedaccording toYahwehmy
God’s hand onme, and I gathered together
chief men out of Israel to go up withme.

8
1 Now these are the heads of their fa-

thers’ households, and this is the geneal-
ogy of those who went up with me from
Babylon, in the reign of Artaxerxes the
king:

2Of the sons of Phinehas, Gershom.
Of the sons of Ithamar, Daniel.
Of the sons of David, Hattush.
3Of the sons of Shecaniah, of the sons of
Parosh, Zechariah; andwith himwere
listed by genealogy of the males one
hundred fifty.

4Of the sons of Pahathmoab, Eliehoenai
the son of Zerahiah; andwith him two
hundredmales.

5 Of the sons of Shecaniah, the son of
Jahaziel; and with him three hundred
males.

6 Of the sons of Adin, Ebed the son of
Jonathan; and with him fifty males.

7Of the sons of Elam, Jeshaiah the son of
Athaliah; andwithhim seventymales.

8Of the sons of Shephatiah, Zebadiah the
son of Michael; and with him eighty
males.

9 Of the sons of Joab, Obadiah the son
of Jehiel; and with him two hundred
eighteenmales.

10 Of the sons of Shelomith, the son of
Josiphiah; and with him one hundred
sixty males.

11Of the sons of Bebai, Zechariah the son
of Bebai; and with him twenty-eight
males.

12Of the sons of Azgad, Johanan the son
of Hakkatan; and with him one hun-
dred tenmales.

13 Of the sons of Adonikam, who were
the last, their names are: Eliphelet,
Jeuel, and Shemaiah; and with them
sixty males.

14 Of the sons of Bigvai, Uthai and Zab-
bud; and with them seventy males.

15 I gathered them together to the river
that runs to Ahava; and there we en-
camped three days. Then I looked around
at the people and the priests, and found
there were none of the sons of Levi.

† 7:22A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces ‡ 7:22 1 cor is the same as a homer, or about
55.9 U. S. gallons (liquid) or 211 liters or 6 bushels. § 7:22 1 bath is one tenth of a cor, or about 5.6 U. S. gallons or
21 liters or 2.4 pecks. 100 baths would be about 2,100 liters.
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16 Then I sent for Eliezer, for Ariel, for
Shemaiah, for Elnathan, for Jarib, for El-
nathan, for Nathan, for Zechariah, and for
Meshullam, chiefmen; also for Joiarib and
for Elnathan, whowere teachers.

17 I sent them out to Iddo the chief at
the place Casiphia; and I told them what
they should tell Iddo and his brothers the
temple servants at the place Casiphia, that
they should bring to us ministers for the
house of our God.

18According to the good hand of our God
on us they brought us a man of discretion,
of the sons ofMahli, the sonof Levi, the son
of Israel, namely Sherebiah, with his sons
and his brothers, eighteen;

19andHashabiah, andwithhimJeshaiah
of the sons of Merari, his brothers and
their sons, twenty;

20 and of the temple servants, whom
David and the princes had given for the
service of the Levites, two hundred twenty
temple servants. All of them were men-
tioned by name.

21 Then I proclaimed a fast there at the
river Ahava, that we might humble our-
selves before our God, to seek from him a
straight way for us, for our little ones, and
for all our possessions.

22For I was ashamed to ask of the king a
band of soldiers and horsemen to help us
against the enemy on the way, because we
had spoken to the king, saying, “The hand
of our God is on all those who seek him,
for good; but his power and his wrath is
against all those who forsake him.”

23 So we fasted and begged our God for
this, and he granted our request.

24 Then I set apart twelve of the chiefs
of the priests, even Sherebiah, Hashabiah,
and ten of their brothers with them,

25 and weighed to them the silver, the
gold, and the vessels, even the offering for
the house of our God, which the king, his
counselors, his princes, and all Israel there
present, had offered.

26 I weighed into their hand six hundred
fifty talents of silver,† one hundred talents

of silver vessels, one hundred talents of
gold,

27 twenty bowls of gold weighing one
thousand darics,‡ and two vessels of fine
bright bronze, precious as gold.

28 I said to them, “You are holy to Yah-
weh, and the vessels are holy. The silver
and the gold are a free will offering to
Yahweh, the God of your fathers.

29Watch and keep them until you weigh
them before the chiefs of the priests, the
Levites, and the princes of the fathers’
households of Israel at Jerusalem, in the
rooms of Yahweh’s house.”

30So the priests and the Levites received
the weight of the silver, the gold, and the
vessels, to bring them to Jerusalem to the
house of our God.

31 Then we departed from the river
Ahava on the twelfth day of the first
month, to go to Jerusalem. The hand of our
God was on us, and he delivered us from
the hand of the enemy and the bandits by
the way.

32 We came to Jerusalem, and stayed
there three days.

33 On the fourth day the silver and the
gold and the vessels were weighed in the
house of our God into the hand of Mere-
moth the son of Uriah the priest; and with
him was Eleazar the son of Phinehas; and
with themwere Jozabad the son of Jeshua,
andNoadiah the sonof Binnui, the Levites.

34Everythingwas counted andweighed;
and all theweightwaswritten at that time.

35 The children of the captivity, who
had come out of exile, offered burnt offer-
ings to the God of Israel: twelve bulls for
all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven
lambs, and twelve male goats for a sin
offering. All this was a burnt offering to
Yahweh.

36Theydelivered theking’s commissions
to the king’s local governors and to the
governors beyond the River. So they sup-
ported the people and God’s house.

9
1Nowwhen these things were done, the

† 8:26 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces ‡ 8:27 a daric was a gold coin issued by a
Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about 0.27 troy ounces each.
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princes came near tome, saying, “The peo-
ple of Israel, the priests, and the Levites
have not separated themselves from the
peoples of the lands, following their abom-
inations, even those of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the
Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians,
and the Amorites.

2 For they have taken of their daughters
for themselves and for their sons, so that
the holy offspring have mixed themselves
with thepeoples of the lands. Yes, thehand
of the princes and rulers has been chief in
this trespass.”

3When I heard this thing, I tore my gar-
ment andmy robe, and pulled the hair out
of my head and ofmy beard, and sat down
confounded.

4 Then everyone who trembled at the
words of the God of Israel were assembled
to me because of the trespass of the exiles;
and I sat confounded until the evening
offering.

5 At the evening offering I rose up from
my humiliation, even with my garment
and my robe torn; and I fell on my knees,
and spread out my hands to Yahweh my
God;

6and I said, “My God, I am ashamed and
blush to lift up my face to you, my God,
for our iniquities have increased over our
head, and our guiltiness has grown up to
the heavens.

7 Since the days of our fathers we have
been exceedingly guilty to this day; and
for our iniquities we, our kings, and our
priests have been delivered into the hand
of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to
captivity, to plunder, and to confusion of
face, as it is this day.

8Now for a littlemoment grace has been
shown from Yahweh our God, to leave
us a remnant to escape, and to give us a
stake in his holy place, that our God may
lighten our eyes, and revive us a little in
our bondage.

9 For we are bondservants; yet our God
has not forsaken us in our bondage, but
has extended loving kindness to us in the

sight of the kings of Persia, to revive us, to
set up the house of our God, and to repair
its ruins, and to give us awall in Judah and
in Jerusalem.

10 “Now, ourGod,what shallwe say after
this? For we have forsaken your com-
mandments,

11which you have commanded by your
servants the prophets, saying, ‘The land to
which you go to possess is an unclean land
through the uncleanness of the peoples
of the lands, through their abominations,
which have filled it from one end to an-
other with their filthiness.

12Now therefore don’t give your daugh-
ters to their sons. Don’t take their daugh-
ters to your sons, nor seek their peace or
their prosperity forever, that you may be
strong and eat the good of the land, and
leave it for an inheritance to your children
forever.’

13 “After all that has come on us for our
evil deeds and for our great guilt, since
you, our God, have punished us less than
our iniquities deserve, and have given us
such a remnant,

14 shall we again break your command-
ments, and join ourselveswith the peoples
that do these abominations? Wouldn’t you
be angry with us until you had consumed
us, so that therewould be no remnant, nor
any to escape?

15 Yahweh, the God of Israel, you are
righteous; for we are left a remnant that
has escaped, as it is today. Behold,†we are
before you in our guiltiness; for no one can
stand before you because of this.”

10
1Nowwhile Ezra prayed and made con-

fession,weepingandcastinghimself down
before God’s house, there was gathered
together tohimoutof Israel averygreatas-
sembly of men and women and children;
for the people wept very bitterly.

2 Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the
sons of Elam, answered Ezra, “We have
trespassed against our God, and havemar-
ried foreign women of the peoples of the

† 9:15 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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land. Yet now there is hope for Israel
concerning this thing.

3 Now therefore let’s make a covenant
with our God to put away all thewives and
those who are born of them, according to
the counsel of my lord and of those who
tremble at the commandment of our God.
Let it be done according to the law.

4Arise, for thematter belongs to you and
wearewith you. Be courageous, anddo it.”

5 Then Ezra arose, and made the chiefs
of the priests, the Levites, and all Israel to
swear that theywould do according to this
word. So they swore.

6 Then Ezra rose up from before God’s
house, and went into the room of Jeho-
hanan the son of Eliashib. When he came
there, he didn’t eat bread or drink water,
for he mourned because of the trespass of
the exiles.

7Theymade a proclamation throughout
Judah and Jerusalem to all the children
of the captivity, that they should gather
themselves together to Jerusalem;

8 and that whoever didn’t come within
three days, according to the counsel of the
princes and the elders, all his possessions
should be forfeited, and he himself sepa-
rated from the assembly of the captivity.

9 Then all the men of Judah and Ben-
jamin gathered themselves together to
Jerusalemwithin the three days. Itwas the
ninth month, on the twentieth day of the
month; and all the people sat in the wide
place in front of God’s house, trembling
because of this matter, and because of the
great rain.

10 Ezra the priest stood up and said to
them, “Youhave trespassed, andhavemar-
ried foreignwomen, increasing the guilt of
Israel.

11 Now therefore make confession to
Yahweh, the God of your fathers and do
his pleasure. Separate yourselves from the
peoples of the land and from the foreign
women.”

12 Then all the assembly answered with
a loud voice, “Wemust do as you have said
concerning us.

13 But the people are many, and it is a
time of much rain, and we are not able to
standoutside. This is not awork of oneday

or two, forwehave greatly transgressed in
this matter.

14Now let our princes be appointed for
all the assembly, and let all those who are
in our cities who have married foreign
women come at appointed times, andwith
them the elders of every city and its judges,
until the fierce wrath of our God is turned
from us, until this matter is resolved.”

15 Only Jonathan the son of Asahel and
Jahzeiah the sonofTikvahstoodupagainst
this; and Meshullam and Shabbethai the
Levite helped them.

16 The children of the captivity did so.
Ezra the priest, with certain heads of
fathers’ households, after their fathers’
houses, and all of them by their names,
were set apart; and they sat down in the
first day of the tenthmonth to examine the
matter.

17 They finished with all the men who
had married foreign women by the first
day of the first month.

18 Among the sons of the priests there
were found who had married foreign
women:
of the sons of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak,
and his brothers: Maaseiah, Eliezer,
Jarib, and Gedaliah.

19 They gave their hand that they would
put away their wives; and being guilty,
they offered a ram of the flock for their
guilt.

20 Of the sons of Immer: Hanani and
Zebadiah.

21Of the sonsofHarim: Maaseiah, Elijah,
Shemaiah, Jehiel, and Uzziah.

22Of the sons of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maa-
seiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad,
and Elasah.

23 Of the Levites: Jozabad, Shimei, Ke-
laiah (also called Kelita), Pethahiah,
Judah, and Eliezer.

24Of the singers: Eliashib.
Of the gatekeepers: Shallum, Telem, and
Uri.

25 Of Israel: Of the sons of Parosh:
Ramiah, Izziah, Malchijah, Mijamin,
Eleazar, Malchijah, and Benaiah.

26 Of the sons of Elam: Mattaniah,
Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth, and
Elijah.
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27Of the sons of Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib,
Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Zabad, and Az-
iza.

28 Of the sons of Bebai: Jehohanan,
Hananiah, Zabbai, and Athlai.

29Of the sons of Bani: Meshullam, Mal-
luch, Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal, and Jere-
moth.

30 Of the sons of Pahathmoab: Adna,
Chelal, Benaiah,Maaseiah,Mattaniah,
Bezalel, Binnui, andManasseh.

31Of the sons of Harim: Eliezer, Isshijah,
Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon,

32Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah.
33 Of the sons of Hashum: Mattenai,
Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai,
Manasseh, and Shimei.

34 Of the sons of Bani: Maadai, Amram,
Uel,

35Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi,
36Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,
37Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasu,
38Bani, Binnui, Shimei,
39 Shelemiah, Nathan, Adaiah,
40Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai,
41Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah,
42 Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph.
43Of the sons of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah,
Zabad, Zebina, Iddo, Joel, and Bena-
iah.

44 All these had taken foreign wives.
Someof themhadwivesbywhomtheyhad
children.
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The Book of
Nehemiah

1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Ha-
caliah.
Now in themonth Chislev, in the twenti-

eth year, as I was in Susa the palace,
2Hanani, one of my brothers, came, he

and certain men out of Judah; and I asked
them about the Jews who had escaped,
who were left of the captivity, and con-
cerning Jerusalem.

3They said tome, “The remnantwho are
left of the captivity there in the province
are in great affliction and reproach. The
wall of Jerusalem is also brokendown, and
its gates are burned with fire.”

4When I heard these words, I sat down
and wept, and mourned several days; and
I fasted and prayed before the God† of
heaven,

5 and said, “I beg you, Yahweh,‡ the God
of heaven, the great and awesome God
who keeps covenant and loving kindness
with thosewho lovehimandkeephis com-
mandments,

6 let your ear now be attentive and your
eyes open, that you may listen to the
prayer of your servantwhich I pray before
you at this time, day and night, for the
children of Israel your servants, while I
confess the sins of the children of Israel
which we have sinned against you. Yes, I
andmy father’s house have sinned.

7 We have dealt very corruptly against
you, and have not kept the command-
ments, nor the statutes, nor the ordi-
nances, which you commanded your ser-
vant Moses.

8 “Remember, I beg you, the word that
you commanded your servant Moses, say-
ing, ‘If you trespass, I will scatter you
among the peoples;

9 but if you return to me, and keep my
commandments anddo them, thoughyour
outcasts were in the uttermost part of the
heavens, yet I will gather them from there,

andwill bring them to the place that I have
chosen, to causemy name to dwell there.’

10 “Now these are your servants and
your people, whomyouhave redeemed by
your great powerandbyyour stronghand.

11Lord,§ I beg you, let your ear be atten-
tive now to the prayer of your servant, and
to the prayer of your servants who delight
to fear your name; and please prosper
your servant today, and grant him mercy
in the sight of this man.”
Now I was cup bearer to the king.

2
1 In the month Nisan, in the twentieth

year of Artaxerxes the king, when wine
was before him, I picked up the wine, and
gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad
before in his presence.

2 The king said to me, “Why is your face
sad, since you are not sick? This is nothing
else but sorrow of heart.”
Then I was verymuch afraid.
3 I said to the king, “Let the king live for-

ever! Why shouldn’t my face be sad, when
the city, the place ofmy fathers’ tombs, lies
waste, and its gates have been consumed
with fire?”

4Then the king said tome, “What is your
request?”
So I prayed to the God of heaven.
5 I said to the king, “If it pleases the king,

and if your servanthas found favor inyour
sight, I ask that you would send me to
Judah, to the city ofmy fathers’ tombs, that
I may build it.”

6 The king said to me (the queen was
also sitting by him), “How long will your
journey be? Whenwill you return?”
So it pleased the king to send me, and I

set a time for him.
7Moreover I said to theking, “If it pleases

the king, let letters be given me to the
governors beyond the River, that theymay
let me pass through until I come to Judah;

8 and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the
king’s forest, that hemaygiveme timber to
make beams for the gates of the citadel by

† 1:4 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 1:5 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes
rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. § 1:11 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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the temple, for the wall of the city, and for
the house that I will occupy.”
The king granted my requests, because

of the good hand of my God onme.
9 Then I came to the governors beyond

the River, and gave them the king’s letters.
Nowthekinghad sent captainsof thearmy
and horsemenwithme.

10When Sanballat the Horonite and To-
biah the Ammonite servant heard of it, it
grieved them exceedingly, because a man
had come to seek the welfare of the chil-
dren of Israel.

11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was there
three days.

12 I arose in the night, I and a few men
with me. I didn’t tell anyone what my
God put into my heart to do for Jerusalem.
There wasn’t any animal with me except
the animal that I rode on.

13 I went out by night by the valley
gate toward the jackal’s well, then to the
dung gate; and I inspected the walls of
Jerusalem, which were broken down, and
its gates were consumedwith fire.

14 Then I went on to the spring gate and
to the king’s pool, but there was no place
for the animal that was under me to pass.

15 Then I went up in the night by the
brook and inspected thewall; and I turned
back, and entered by the valley gate, and
so returned.

16 The rulers didn’t know where I went,
or what I did. I had not as yet told it to the
Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles,
nor to therulers, nor to therestwhodid the
work.

17 Then I said to them, “You see the bad
situation thatweare in, howJerusalemlies
waste, and its gates are burned with fire.
Come, let’s build up the wall of Jerusalem,
that we won’t be disgraced.”

18 I told them about the hand of my God
which was good onme, and also about the
king’s words that he had spoken tome.
They said, “Let’s rise up and build.” So

they strengthened their hands for the good
work.

19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, To-
biah the Ammonite servant, and Geshem
theArabian, heard it, they ridiculedus and
despised us, and said, “What is this thing

that you are doing? Will you rebel against
the king?”

20 Then I answered them, and said to
them, “The God of heaven will prosper us.
Therefore we, his servants, will arise and
build; but you have no portion, nor right,
nor memorial in Jerusalem.”

3
1 Then Eliashib the high priest rose up

withhisbrothers thepriests, and theybuilt
the sheep gate. They sanctified it, and set
up its doors. They sanctified it even to
the tower of Hammeah, to the tower of
Hananel.

2 Next to him the men of Jericho built.
Next to them Zaccur the son of Imri built.

3 The sons of Hassenaah built the fish
gate. They laid its beams, and set up its
doors, its bolts, and its bars.

4 Next to them, Meremoth the son of
Uriah, the son of Hakkoz made repairs.
Next to them, Meshullam the son of
Berechiah, the son of Meshezabel made
repairs. Next to them, Zadok the son of
Baanamade repairs.

5 Next to them, the Tekoites made re-
pairs; but their nobles didn’t put their
necks to the Lord’s work.

6 Joiada the son of Paseah and Meshul-
lam the son of Besodeiah repaired the old
gate. They laid its beams and set up its
doors, its bolts, and its bars.

7 Next to them, Melatiah the Gibeonite
and Jadon the Meronothite, the men of
Gibeon and of Mizpah, repaired the resi-
dence of the governor beyond the River.

8Next tohim,Uzziel the sonofHarhaiah,
goldsmiths, made repairs. Next to him,
Hananiah, one of the perfumers, made
repairs, and they fortified Jerusalem even
to the wide wall.

9Next to them, Rephaiah the son of Hur,
the ruler of half the district of Jerusalem,
made repairs.

10 Next to them, Jedaiah the son of
Harumaph made repairs across from his
house. Next to him, Hattush the son of
Hashabneiahmade repairs.
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11Malchijah the son of Harim and Has-
shub the son of Pahathmoab repaired an-
other portion and the tower of the fur-
naces.

12 Next to him, Shallum the son of Hal-
lohesh, the ruler of half the district of
Jerusalem, he and his daughters made re-
pairs.

13Hanun and the inhabitants of Zanoah
repaired the valley gate. They built it, and
set up its doors, its bolts, and its bars, and
one thousand cubits† of the wall to the
dung gate.

14Malchijah the son of Rechab, the ruler
of the district of BethHaccherem, repaired
the dung gate. He built it, and set up its
doors, its bolts, and its bars.

15 Shallun the son of Colhozeh, the ruler
of the district of Mizpah, repaired the
spring gate. He built it, covered it, and set
up its doors, its bolts, and its bars; and he
repaired the wall of the pool of Shelah by
the king’s garden, even to the stairs that go
down fromDavid’s city.

16Afterhim,Nehemiah the sonofAzbuk,
the ruler of half the district of Beth Zur,
made repairs to the place opposite the
tombs of David, and to the pool that was
made, and to the house of themightymen.

17 After him, the Levites—Rehum the
son of Bani made repairs. Next to him,
Hashabiah, the ruler of half the district of
Keilah, made repairs for his district.

18 After him, their brothers, Bavvai the
son of Henadad, the ruler of half the dis-
trict of Keilahmade repairs.

19Next tohim, Ezer the sonof Jeshua, the
ruler of Mizpah, repaired another portion
across from the ascent to the armory at the
turning of the wall.

20 After him, Baruch the son of Zabbai
earnestly repaired another portion, from
the turning of the wall to the door of the
house of Eliashib the high priest.

21After him, Meremoth the son of Uriah
the son of Hakkoz repaired another por-
tion, from the door of the house of Eliashib
even to the end of the house of Eliashib.

22 After him, the priests, the men of the
surrounding areamade repairs.

23 After them, Benjamin and Hasshub
made repairs across from their house. Af-
ter them, Azariah the son of Maaseiah the
son of Ananiah made repairs beside his
own house.

24After him, Binnui the son of Henadad
repaired another portion, from the house
of Azariah to the turning of the wall, and
to the corner.

25 Palal the son of Uzai made repairs
opposite the turning of the wall, and the
tower that stands out from the upper
house of the king, which is by the court of
the guard. After him Pedaiah the son of
Paroshmade repairs.

26 (Now the temple servants lived in
Ophel, to the place opposite the water gate
toward the east, and the tower that stands
out.)

27 After him the Tekoites repaired an-
other portion, opposite the great tower
that stands out, and to the wall of Ophel.

28Above the horse gate, the priestsmade
repairs, everyone across from his own
house.

29 After them, Zadok the son of Immer
made repairs across from his own house.
After him, Shemaiah the son of Shecaniah,
the keeper of the east gate, made repairs.

30 After him, Hananiah the son of
Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son of
Zalaph, repaired another portion. After
him, Meshullam the son of Berechiah
made repairs across from his room.

31After him, Malchijah, one of the gold-
smiths to the house of the temple servants,
and of the merchants, made repairs oppo-
site the gate of Hammiphkad and to the
ascent of the corner.

32 Between the ascent of the corner and
the sheep gate, the goldsmiths and the
merchants made repairs.

4
1ButwhenSanballat heard thatwewere

building the wall, he was angry, and was
very indignant, andmocked the Jews.

2 He spoke before his brothers and the
army of Samaria, and said, “What are
these feeble Jews doing? Will they fortify

† 3:13 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they
finish in a day? Will they revive the stones
out of the heaps of rubbish, since they are
burned?”

3NowTobiah theAmmonitewas by him,
and he said, “What they are building, if a
fox climbed up it, he would break down
their stone wall.”

4 “Hear, our God, for we are despised.
Turn back their reproach on their own
head. Give them up for a plunder in a land
of captivity.

5 Don’t cover their iniquity. Don’t let
their sin be blotted out from before you;
for they have insulted the builders.”

6 So we built the wall; and all the wall
was joined together to half its height, for
the people had amind to work.

7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Ara-
bians, the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites
heard that the repairing of the walls of
Jerusalem went forward, and that the
breaches began to befilled, theywere very
angry;

8and they all conspired together to come
and fight against Jerusalem, and to cause
confusion among us.

9 But we made our prayer to our God,
and set awatchagainst themdayandnight
because of them.

10 Judah said, “The strength of the bear-
ers of burdens is fading and there is much
rubble, so that we are not able to build the
wall.”

11 Our adversaries said, “They will not
know or see, until we come in among
them and kill them, and cause the work to
cease.”

12 When the Jews who lived by them
came, they said to us ten times from all
places, “Wherever you turn, they will at-
tack us.”

13 Therefore I set guards in the lowest
parts of the space behind the wall, in the
open places. I set the people by family
groupswith their swords, their spears, and
their bows.

14 I looked, and rose up, and said to
the nobles, to the rulers, and to the rest
of the people, “Don’t be afraid of them!
Remember theLord,who is great andawe-
some, and fight for your brothers, your

sons, your daughters, your wives, and
your houses.”

15 When our enemies heard that it was
known to us, and God had brought their
counsel to nothing, all of us returned to the
wall, everyone to his work.

16 From that time forth, half of my ser-
vants did the work, and half of them held
the spears, the shields, the bows, and the
coats of mail; and the rulers were behind
all the house of Judah.

17 Those who built the wall, and those
who bore burdens loaded themselves; ev-
eryonewith one of his hands did thework,
and with the other held his weapon.

18 Among the builders, everyone wore
his sword at his side, and so built. He who
sounded the trumpet was byme.

19 I said to the nobles, and to the rulers
and to the rest of the people, “The work
is great and widely spread out, and we
are separated on the wall, far from one
another.

20 Wherever you hear the sound of the
trumpet, rally there to us. Our God will
fight for us.”

21 So we did the work. Half of the peo-
ple held the spears from the rising of the
morning until the stars appeared.

22 Likewise at the same time I said to
the people, “Let everyone with his servant
lodge within Jerusalem, that in the night
they may be a guard to us, and may labor
in the day.”

23 So neither I, nor my brothers, nor my
servants, nor the men of the guard who
followedme tookoffourclothes. Everyone
took his weapon to the water.

5
1 Then there arose a great cry of the

people and of their wives against their
brothers the Jews.

2For therewere somewhosaid, “We, our
sons and our daughters, are many. Let us
get grain, that wemay eat and live.”

3 There were also some who said, “We
are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards,
and our houses. Let us get grain, because
of the famine.”
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4 There were also some who said, “We
have borrowed money for the king’s trib-
ute using our fields and our vineyards as
collateral.

5 Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our
brothers, our children as their children.
Behold,†webring our sons and our daugh-
ters into bondage to be servants, and some
of our daughters have been brought into
bondage. It is also not in our power to help
it, because other men have our fields and
our vineyards.”

6 Iwas very angrywhen I heard their cry
and these words.

7Then I consulted with myself, and con-
tendedwith the nobles and the rulers, and
said to them, “You exact usury, everyone
of his brother.” I held a great assembly
against them.

8 I said to them, “We, after our ability,
have redeemed our brothers the Jews that
were sold to the nations; and would you
even sell your brothers, and should they
be sold to us?” Then they held their peace,
and found not a word to say.

9Also I said, “The thing that you do is not
good. Shouldn’t youwalk in the fear of our
Godbecauseof thereproachof thenations,
our enemies?

10 I likewise, my brothers and my ser-
vants, lend themmoney and grain. Please
let us stop this usury.

11 Please restore to them, even today,
their fields, their vineyards, their olive
groves, and their houses, also the hun-
dredth part of themoney, and of the grain,
the new wine, and the oil, that you are
charging them.”

12Then they said, “Wewill restore them,
and will require nothing of them. We will
do so, even as you say.”
Then I called the priests, and took an

oathof them, that theywoulddoaccording
to this promise.

13Also I shook out my lap, and said, “So
may God shake out every man from his
house, and fromhis labor, that doesn’t per-
form this promise; evenmay he be shaken
out and emptied like this.”

All the assembly said, “Amen,” and
praised Yahweh. The people did according
to this promise.

14Moreover from the time that I was ap-
pointed to be their governor in the land of
Judah, from the twentieth year even to the
thirty-second year of Artaxerxes the king,
that is, twelve years, I and my brothers
have not eaten the bread of the governor.

15 But the former governors who were
before me were supported by the people,
and took bread and wine from them, plus
forty shekels‡ of silver; yes, even their ser-
vants ruled over the people, but I didn’t do
so, because of the fear of God.

16 Yes, I also continued in the work of
this wall. We didn’t buy any land. All my
servants were gathered there to the work.

17 Moreover there were at my table, of
the Jews and the rulers, one hundred fifty
men, in addition to those who came to us
from among the nations that were around
us.

18Now that which was prepared for one
day was one ox and six choice sheep. Also
fowls were prepared for me, and once in
ten days a store of all sorts of wine. Yet
for all this, I didn’t demand the governor’s
pay, because the bondage was heavy on
this people.

19 Remember me, my God, for all the
good that I have done for this people.

6
1Nowwhen itwas reported to Sanballat,

Tobiah, Geshem the Arabian, and to the
rest of our enemies that I had built the
wall, and that there was no breach left in
it (though even to that time I had not set up
the doors in the gates),

2 Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, say-
ing, “Come! Let’s meet together in the
villages in the plain of Ono.” But they
intended to harmme.

3 I sent messengers to them, saying, “I
amdoing a greatwork, so that I can’t come
down. Why should the work cease while I
leave it and come down to you?”

† 5:5 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
‡ 5:15 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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4They sent tome four times like this; and
I answered them the sameway.

5 Then Sanballat sent his servant to me
the same way the fifth time with an open
letter in his hand,

6 in which was written, “It is reported
among the nations, and Gashmu says it,
that you and the Jews intend to rebel. Be-
cause of that, you are building the wall.
Youwouldbe their king, according to these
words.

7 You have also appointed prophets to
proclaim of you at Jerusalem, saying,
‘There is a king in Judah!’ Now it will
be reported to the king according to these
words. Come now therefore, and let’s take
counsel together.”

8 Then I sent to him, saying, “There are
no such things done as you say, but you
imagine them out of your own heart.”

9For they allwould havemadeus afraid,
saying, “Their hands will be weakened
from the work, that it not be done.” But
now, strengthenmy hands.

10 I went to the house of Shemaiah the
son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabel, who
was shut in at his home; and he said, “Let
us meet together in God’s house, within
the temple, and let’s shut the doors of the
temple; for they will come to kill you. Yes,
in the night they will come to kill you.”

11 I said, “Should a man like me flee?
Who is there that, being suchas I,would go
into the temple to savehis life? Iwill not go
in.”

12 I discerned, and behold, God had not
senthim,buthepronounced thisprophecy
against me. Tobiah and Sanballat had
hired him.

13Hewas hired so that I would be afraid,
do so, and sin, and that they might have
material for an evil report, that theymight
reproachme.

14 “Remember, my God, Tobiah and San-
ballat according to these their works, and
also the prophetess Noadiah and the rest
of the prophets that would have put me in
fear.”

15So thewall was finished in the twenty-
fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days.

16 When all our enemies heard of it,
all the nations that were around us were

afraid, and they lost their confidence; for
they perceived that this work was done by
our God.

17Moreover in those days the nobles of
Judah sent many letters to Tobiah, and
Tobiah’s letters came to them.

18 For there were many in Judah sworn
to him because he was the son-in-law
of Shecaniah the son of Arah; and his
son Jehohanan had taken the daughter of
Meshullam the son of Berechiah as wife.

19 Also they spoke of his good deeds be-
fore me, and reported my words to him.
Tobiah sent letters to put me in fear.

7
1 Now when the wall was built and I

had set up the doors, and the gatekeepers
and the singers and the Levites were ap-
pointed,

2 IputmybrotherHanani, andHananiah
the governor of the fortress, in charge of
Jerusalem; for he was a faithful man and
feared God abovemany.

3 I said to them, “Don’t let the gates of
Jerusalem be opened until the sun is hot;
and while they stand guard, let them shut
the doors, and you bar them; and appoint
watches of the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
everyone in hiswatch,with everyonenear
his house.”

4 Now the city was wide and large;
but the people were few therein, and the
houses were not built.

5 My God put into my heart to gather
together thenobles, and the rulers, and the
people, that theymight be listed by geneal-
ogy. I found the book of the genealogy of
thosewho came up at the first, and I found
this written in it:

6 These are the children of the province
who went up out of the captivity of those
who had been carried away, whom Neb-
uchadnezzar the king of Babylon had car-
ried away, and who returned to Jerusalem
and to Judah, everyone to his city,

7 who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua,
Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Ne-
hum, and Baanah.
The number of the men of the people of

Israel:
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8 The children of Parosh: two thousand
one hundred seventy-two.

9The children of Shephatiah: three hun-
dred seventy-two.

10 The children of Arah: six hundred
fifty-two.

11 The children of Pahathmoab, of the
children of Jeshua and Joab: two thou-
sand eight hundred eighteen.

12 The children of Elam: one thousand
two hundred fifty-four.

13 The children of Zattu: eight hundred
forty-five.

14The childrenof Zaccai: sevenhundred
sixty.

15 The children of Binnui: six hundred
forty-eight.

16 The children of Bebai: six hundred
twenty-eight.

17 The children of Azgad: two thousand
three hundred twenty-two.

18 The children of Adonikam: six hun-
dred sixty-seven.

19 The children of Bigvai: two thousand
sixty-seven.

20 The children of Adin: six hundred
fifty-five.

21 The children of Ater: of Hezekiah,
ninety-eight.

22 The children of Hashum: three hun-
dred twenty-eight.

23 The children of Bezai: three hundred
twenty-four.

24 The children of Hariph: one hundred
twelve.

25The children of Gibeon: ninety-five.
26Themen of Bethlehem and Netophah:
one hundred eighty-eight.

27 The men of Anathoth: one hundred
twenty-eight.

28Themen of Beth Azmaveth: forty-two.
29Themen of Kiriath Jearim, Chephirah,
and Beeroth: seven hundred forty-
three.

30Themen of Ramah and Geba: six hun-
dred twenty-one.

31 The men of Michmas: one hundred
twenty-two.

32 The men of Bethel and Ai: one hun-
dred twenty-three.

33Themen of the other Nebo: fifty-two.
34 The children of the other Elam: one
thousand two hundred fifty-four.

35The children of Harim: three hundred
twenty.

36 The children of Jericho: three hun-
dred forty-five.

37 The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono:
seven hundred twenty-one.

38 The children of Senaah: three thou-
sand nine hundred thirty.

39 The priests: The children of Jedaiah,
of the house of Jeshua: nine hundred
seventy-three.

40The children of Immer: one thousand
fifty-two.

41 The children of Pashhur: one thou-
sand two hundred forty-seven.

42 The children of Harim: one thousand
seventeen.

43The Levites: the children of Jeshua, of
Kadmiel, of the children of Hodevah:
seventy-four.

44 The singers: the children of Asaph:
one hundred forty-eight.

45The gatekeepers: the children of Shal-
lum, the children of Ater, the chil-
drenofTalmon, thechildrenofAkkub,
the children of Hatita, the children of
Shobai: one hundred thirty-eight.

46 The temple servants: the children of
Ziha, the childrenofHasupha, the children
of Tabbaoth,

47 the children of Keros, the children of
Sia, the children of Padon,

48 the children of Lebana, the children of
Hagaba, the children of Salmai,

49 the children of Hanan, the children of
Giddel, the children of Gahar,

50 the children of Reaiah, the children of
Rezin, the children of Nekoda,

51 the children of Gazzam, the children
of Uzza, the children of Paseah,

52 the children of Besai, the children of
Meunim, the children of Nephushesim,

53 the childrenof Bakbuk, the childrenof
Hakupha, the children of Harhur,

54 the children of Bazlith, the children of
Mehida, the children of Harsha,

55 the children of Barkos, the children of
Sisera, the children of Temah,

56 the children of Neziah, and the chil-
dren of Hatipha.
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57 The children of Solomon’s servants:
the children of Sotai, the children of So-
phereth, the children of Perida,

58 the children of Jaala, the children of
Darkon, the children of Giddel,

59 the children of Shephatiah, the chil-
dren of Hattil, the children of Pochereth
Hazzebaim, and the children of Amon.

60 All the temple servants and the chil-
dren of Solomon’s servants were three
hundred ninety-two.

61 These were those who went up from
Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, Addon,
and Immer; but they could not show
their fathers’ houses, nor their offspring,†
whether they were of Israel:

62 The children of Delaiah, the children
of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda: six
hundred forty-two.

63Of thepriests: thechildrenofHobaiah,
the children of Hakkoz, the children
of Barzillai, who took a wife of the
daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite,
and was called after their name.

64 These searched for their genealogical
records, but couldn’t find them. There-
fore they were deemed disqualified and
removed from the priesthood.

65 The governor told them not to eat of
themost holy things until a priest stood up
tominister with Urim and Thummim.

66 The whole assembly together was
forty-two thousand three hundred sixty,

67 in addition to their male servants and
their female servants, ofwhom therewere
seven thousand three hundred thirty-
seven. They had two hundred forty-five
singingmen and singing women.

68 Their horses were seven hundred
thirty-six; their mules, two hundred forty-
five;

69 their camels, four hundred thirty-five;
their donkeys, six thousand seven hun-
dred twenty.

70 Some from among the heads of fa-
thers’ households gave to the work. The
governor gave to the treasury one thou-
sand darics of gold,‡ fifty basins, and five
hundred thirty priests’ garments.

71 Some of the heads of fathers’ house-
holds gave into the treasury of the work
twenty thousand darics of gold, and two
thousand two hundredminas§ of silver.

72That which the rest of the people gave
was twenty thousand darics of gold, plus
two thousand minas of silver, and sixty-
seven priests’ garments.

73 So the priests, the Levites, the gate-
keepers, the singers, some of the people,
the temple servants, and all Israel lived in
their cities.
When the seventh month had come, the

children of Israel were in their cities.

8
1All the people gathered themselves to-

gether as oneman into the wide place that
was in front of the water gate; and they
spoke to Ezra the scribe to bring the book
of the law of Moses, which Yahweh had
commanded to Israel.

2 Ezra the priest brought the law before
the assembly, both men and women, and
allwho could hearwith understanding, on
the first day of the seventhmonth.

3He read from it before the wide place
that was in front of the water gate from
early morning until midday, in the pres-
ence of the men and the women, and of
those who could understand. The ears of
all the peoplewere attentive to the book of
the law.

4 Ezra the scribe stood on a pulpit of
wood, which they had made for the pur-
pose; and beside him stood Mattithiah,
Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maa-
seiah, on his right hand; and on his
left hand, Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah,
Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and
Meshullam.

5 Ezra opened the book in the sight of
all the people (for he was above all the
people), and when he opened it, all the
people stood up.

6 Then Ezra blessed Yahweh, the great
God.
All the people answered, “Amen, Amen,”

with the lifting up of their hands. They
† 7:61 or, seed ‡ 7:70 a daric was a gold coin issued by a Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about 0.27 troy
ounces each. § 7:71 Amina is about 600 grams or 1.3 U. S. pounds, so 2,200minas is about 1.3 metric tons.
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bowed their heads, and worshiped Yah-
wehwith their faces to the ground.

7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin,
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah,Maaseiah, Ke-
lita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and
the Levites, caused the people to under-
stand the law; and the people stayed in
their place.

8Theyread in thebook, in the lawofGod,
distinctly; and they gave the sense, so that
they understood the reading.

9Nehemiah, whowas the governor, Ezra
the priest and scribe, and the Levites who
taught the people said to all the people,
“Today is holy to Yahweh your God. Don’t
mourn, nor weep.” For all the people wept
when they heard the words of the law.

10 Then he said to them, “Go your way.
Eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send por-
tions tohimforwhomnothing is prepared,
for today is holy to our Lord. Don’t be
grieved, for the joy of Yahweh is your
strength.”

11 So the Levites calmed all the people,
saying, “Hold your peace, for the day is
holy. Don’t be grieved.”

12All the peoplewent their way to eat, to
drink, to send portions, and to celebrate,
because they had understood the words
that were declared to them.

13 On the second day, the heads of fa-
thers’ households of all the people, the
priests, and the Levites were gathered to-
gether to Ezra the scribe, to study the
words of the law.

14 They found written in the law how
Yahweh had commanded by Moses that
the children of Israel should dwell in
booths in the feast of the seventhmonth;

15 and that they should publish and pro-
claim in all their cities and in Jerusalem,
saying, “Go out to the mountain, and get
olive branches, branches of wild olive,
myrtle branches, palm branches, and
branchesof thick trees, tomake temporary
shelters,† as it is written.”

16 So the people went out and brought
them, and made themselves temporary
shelters,‡ everyone on the roof of his
house, in their courts, in the courts ofGod’s

house, in the wide place of the water gate,
and in the wide place of Ephraim’s gate.

17 All the assembly of those who had
come back out of the captivity made tem-
porary shelters§ and lived in the tempo-
rary shelters, for since the days of Joshua
the son of Nun to that day the children of
Israel had not done so. There was very
great gladness.

18 Also day by day, from the first day to
the last day, he read in the book of the law
ofGod. They kept the feast sevendays; and
on the eighth day was a solemn assembly,
according to the ordinance.

9
1 Now in the twenty-fourth day of this

month the children of Israel were assem-
bled with fasting, with sackcloth, and dirt
on them.

2The offspring of Israel separated them-
selves from all foreigners and stood and
confessed their sins and the iniquities of
their fathers.

3 They stood up in their place, and read
in the book of the law of Yahweh their
God a fourth part of the day; and a fourth
part they confessed and worshiped Yah-
weh their God.

4 Then Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Sheba-
niah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani
of the Levites stood up on the stairs, and
cried with a loud voice to Yahweh their
God.

5Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel,
Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah,
Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, “Stand
up and bless Yahweh your God from ev-
erlasting to everlasting! Blessed be your
glorious name, which is exalted above all
blessing and praise!

6 You are Yahweh, even you alone. You
havemadeheaven, theheavenofheavens,
with all their army, the earth and all things
that are on it, the seas and all that is in
them, and you preserve them all. The
army of heaven worships you.

7 You are Yahweh, the God who chose
Abram, brought him out of Ur of the
Chaldees, gave him the name of Abraham,

† 8:15 or, booths ‡ 8:16 or, booths § 8:17 or, booths
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8 found his heart faithful before you,
and made a covenant with him to give
the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the
Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and
the Girgashite, to give it to his offspring,
and have performed your words, for you
are righteous.

9 “You saw the affliction of our fathers in
Egypt, and heard their cry by the Red Sea,

10 and showed signs and wonders
against Pharaoh, against all his servants,
and against all the people of his land, for
you knew that they dealt proudly against
them, and made a name for yourself, as it
is today.

11 You divided the sea before them, so
that they went through the middle of the
sea on the dry land; and you cast their
pursuers into the depths, as a stone into
themighty waters.

12Moreover, in a pillar of cloud you led
thembyday; and in a pillar of fire bynight,
to give them light in the way inwhich they
should go.

13 “You also came down on Mount Sinai,
and spoke with them from heaven, and
gave them right ordinances and true laws,
good statutes and commandments,

14 and made known to them your
holy Sabbath, and commanded them
commandments, statutes, and a law, by
Moses your servant,

15 and gave them bread from the sky
for their hunger, and brought water out
of the rock for them for their thirst, and
commanded them that they should go in to
possess the land which you had sworn to
give them.

16 “But they and our fathers behaved
proudly, hardened their neck, didn’t listen
to your commandments,

17 and refused to obey. They weren’t
mindful of your wonders that you did
among them, but hardened their neck, and
in their rebellion appointed a captain to
return to their bondage. But you are a
God ready to pardon, gracious and merci-
ful, slow to anger, and abundant in loving
kindness, and didn’t forsake them.

18 Yes, when they had made themselves
a molded calf, and said, ‘This is your God

who brought you up out of Egypt,’ and had
committed awful blasphemies,

19 yet you in your manifold mercies
didn’t forsake them in the wilderness. The
pillar of cloud didn’t depart from over
them by day, to lead them in the way;
neither did the pillar of fire by night, to
show them light, and the way in which
they should go.

20 You gave also your good Spirit to
instruct them, and didn’t withhold your
manna from their mouth, and gave them
water for their thirst.

21 “Yes, forty years you sustained them
in the wilderness. They lacked nothing.
Their clothesdidn’t growold, and their feet
didn’t swell.

22 Moreover you gave them kingdoms
and peoples, which you allotted according
to their portions. So they possessed the
land of Sihon, even the land of the king
of Heshbon, and the land of Og king of
Bashan.

23 You also multiplied their children as
the stars of the sky, and brought them
into the land concerning which you said
to their fathers that they should go in to
possess it.

24“So the childrenwent inandpossessed
the land; and you subdued before them
the inhabitants of the land, theCanaanites,
and gave them into their hands, with their
kings and the peoples of the land, that they
might do with them as they pleased.

25 They took fortified cities and a rich
land, and possessed houses full of all good
things, cisterns dug out, vineyards, olive
groves, and fruit trees in abundance. So
they ate, were filled, became fat, and de-
lighted themselves in your great goodness.

26 “Nevertheless they were disobedient
and rebelled against you, cast your law
behind their back, killed your prophets
that testified against them to turn them
again to you, and they committed awful
blasphemies.

27Therefore you delivered them into the
hand of their adversaries, who distressed
them. In the time of their trouble, when
they cried to you, you heard from heaven;
and according to your manifold mercies
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yougave themsaviorswho saved themout
of the hands of their adversaries.

28 But after they had rest, they did evil
again before you; therefore you left them
in the hands of their enemies, so that they
had the dominion over them; yet when
they returned and cried to you, you heard
from heaven; and many times you deliv-
ered them according to yourmercies,

29 and testified against them, that you
might bring them again to your law. Yet
they were arrogant, and didn’t listen to
your commandments, but sinned against
your ordinances (which if a man does, he
shall live in them), turned their backs, stiff-
ened their neck, and would not hear.

30Yet many years you put up with them,
and testified against them by your Spirit
through your prophets. Yet theywould not
listen. Therefore you gave them into the
hand of the peoples of the lands.

31 “Nevertheless in your manifold mer-
cies youdidn’tmake a full end of them, nor
forsake them; for you are a gracious and
merciful God.

32Now therefore, our God, the great, the
mighty, and the awesome God, who keeps
covenant and loving kindness, don’t let all
the travail seem little before you that has
come on us, on our kings, on our princes,
on our priests, on our prophets, on our
fathers, and on all your people, since the
time of the kings of Assyria to this day.

33 However you are just in all that has
come on us; for you have dealt truly, but
we have done wickedly.

34 Also our kings, our princes, our
priests, and our fathers have not kept your
law, nor listened to your commandments
and your testimonies with which you
testified against them.

35 For they have not served you in their
kingdom, and in your great goodness that
you gave them, and in the large and rich
land which you gave before them. They
didn’t turn from their wicked works.

36 “Behold, we are servants today, and as
for the land that you gave to our fathers
to eat its fruit and its good, behold, we are
servants in it.

37 It yields much increase to the kings
whom you have set over us because of our
sins. Also theyhavepower over ourbodies
and over our livestock, at their pleasure,
and we are in great distress.

38 Yet for all this, we make a sure
covenant, and write it; and our princes,
our Levites, and our priests, seal it.”

10
1Nowthosewhosealedwere: Nehemiah

the governor, the son of Hacaliah, and
Zedekiah,

2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah,
3Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah,
4Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch,
5Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah,
6Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch,
7Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin,
8Maaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah. These

were the priests.
9The Levites: Jeshua the son of Azaniah,

Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel;
10 and their brothers, Shebaniah, Ho-

diah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan,
11Mica, Rehob, Hashabiah,
12Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah,
13Hodiah, Bani, and Beninu.
14 The chiefs of the people: Parosh, Pa-

hathmoab, Elam, Zattu, Bani,
15Bunni, Azgad, Bebai,
16Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin,
17Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur,
18Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai,
19Hariph, Anathoth, Nobai,
20Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir,
21Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua,
22Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah,
23Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub,
24Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek,
25Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah,
26Ahiah, Hanan, Anan,
27Malluch, Harim, and Baanah.
28 The rest of the people, the priests, the

Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the
temple servants, and all those who had
separated themselves from the peoples of
the lands to the law of God, their wives,
their sons, and their daughters—everyone
who had knowledge and understanding—

29 joined with their brothers, their no-
bles, and entered into a curse and into
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an oath, to walk in God’s law, which was
given by Moses the servant of God, and to
observe and do all the commandments of
Yahweh our Lord, and his ordinances and
his statutes;

30and thatwewould not give our daugh-
ters to the peoples of the land, nor take
their daughters for our sons;

31 and if the peoples of the land bring
wares or any grain on the Sabbath day to
sell, that we would not buy from them on
the Sabbath, or on a holy day; and that we
would forego the seventh year crops and
the exaction of every debt.

32 Also we made ordinances for our-
selves, to charge ourselves yearly with the
third part of a shekel† for the service of the
house of our God:

33 for the show bread, for the contin-
ual meal offering, for the continual burnt
offering, for the Sabbaths, for the new
moons, for the set feasts, for the holy
things, for the sin offerings to make atone-
ment for Israel, and for all the work of the
house of our God.

34 We, the priests, the Levites, and the
people, cast lots for the wood offering, to
bring it into the house of our God, ac-
cording to our fathers’ houses, at times
appointedyearbyyear, to burnonYahweh
our God’s altar, as it is written in the law;

35 and to bring the first fruits of our
ground and the first fruits of all fruit of all
kinds of trees, year by year, to Yahweh’s
house;

36 also the firstborn of our sons and of
our livestock, as it is written in the law,
and the firstborn of our herds and of our
flocks, to bring to the house of our God, to
the priests who minister in the house of
our God;

37 and that we should bring the first
fruits of ourdough, ourwaveofferings, the
fruit of all kinds of trees, and the newwine
and the oil, to the priests, to the rooms of
the house of our God; and the tithes of our
ground to the Levites; for they, the Levites,
take the tithes in all our farming villages.

38 The priest, the descendent of Aaron,
shall be with the Levites when the Levites
take tithes. The Levites shall bring up the

tithe of the tithes to the house of our God,
to the rooms, into the treasure house.

39 For the children of Israel and the chil-
dren of Levi shall bring the wave offering
of the grain, of the new wine, and of the
oil, to the rooms where the vessels of the
sanctuary are, and the priests who minis-
ter, with the gatekeepers and the singers.
Wewill not forsake the house of our God.

11
1 The princes of the people lived in

Jerusalem. The rest of the people also
cast lots to bring one of ten to dwell in
Jerusalem, the holy city, and nine parts in
the other cities.

2 The people blessed all the men who
willingly offered themselves to dwell in
Jerusalem.

3Nowtheseare thechiefsof theprovince
who lived in Jerusalem; but in the cities of
Judah, everyone lived in his possession in
their cities—Israel, the priests, the Levites,
the temple servants, and the children of
Solomon’s servants.

4Someof thechildrenof Judahandof the
children of Benjamin lived in Jerusalem.
Of the children of Judah: Athaiah the son
of Uzziah, the son of Zechariah, the son of
Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the son of
Mahalalel, of the children of Perez;

5 and Maaseiah the son of Baruch, the
son of Colhozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the
son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the son of
Zechariah, the son of the Shilonite.

6 All the sons of Perez who lived in
Jerusalem were four hundred sixty-eight
valiant men.

7 These are the sons of Benjamin: Sallu
the son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the
son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son
of Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of
Jeshaiah.

8After him Gabbai and Sallai, nine hun-
dred twenty-eight.

9 Joel the son of Zichri was their over-
seer; and Judah the son of Hassenuah was
second over the city.

10 Of the priests: Jedaiah the son of
Joiarib, Jachin,

† 10:32 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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11 Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, the son of
Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of
Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler of
God’s house,

12 and their brothers who did the work
of the house, eight hundred twenty-two;
and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son
of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the son of
Zechariah, the son of Pashhur, the son of
Malchijah,

13 and his brothers, chiefs of fathers’
households, two hundred forty-two; and
Amashsai the son of Azarel, the son of
Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of
Immer,

14 and their brothers, mighty men of
valor, one hundred twenty-eight; and
their overseer was Zabdiel, the son of
Haggedolim.

15 Of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of
Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of
Hashabiah, the son of Bunni;

16 and Shabbethai and Jozabad, of the
chiefs of theLevites,whohad theoversight
of the outward business of God’s house;

17andMattaniah the son ofMica, the son
of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, who was the
chief to begin the thanksgiving in prayer,
and Bakbukiah, the second among his
brothers; and Abda the son of Shammua,
the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun.

18All theLevites in theholycitywere two
hundred eighty-four.

19Moreover thegatekeepers, Akkub, Tal-
mon, and their brothers, who kept watch
at the gates, were one hundred seventy-
two.

20 The residue of Israel, of the priests,
and the Levites were in all the cities of
Judah, everyone in his inheritance.

21But the temple servants lived inOphel;
and Ziha and Gishpawere over the temple
servants.

22 The overseer also of the Levites at
Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani, the
son of Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah,
the son of Mica, of the sons of Asaph, the
singers responsible for the service of God’s
house.

23 For there was a commandment from
the king concerning them, and a settled
provision for the singers, as every day re-
quired.

24 Pethahiah the son of Meshezabel, of
the children of Zerah the son of Judah, was
at theking’shand inallmatters concerning
the people.

25 As for the villages with their fields,
some of the children of Judah lived in
KiriathArbaand its towns, inDibonand its
towns, in Jekabzeel and its villages,

26 in Jeshua, in Moladah, Beth Pelet,
27 in Hazar Shual, in Beersheba and its

towns,
28 in Ziklag, inMeconah and in its towns,
29 in En Rimmon, in Zorah, in Jarmuth,
30 Zanoah, Adullam, and their villages,

Lachish and its fields, and Azekah and its
towns. So they encamped from Beersheba
to the valley of Hinnom.

31 The children of Benjamin also lived
fromGeba onward, at Michmash and Aija,
and at Bethel and its towns,

32at Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah,
33Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim,
34Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat,
35Lod, and Ono, the valley of craftsmen.
36Of the Levites, certain divisions in Ju-

dah settled in Benjamin’s territory.

12
1 Now these are the priests and the

Levites who went up with Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah,
Jeremiah, Ezra,

2Amariah, Malluch, Hattush,
3 Shecaniah, Rehum, Meremoth,
4 Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah,
5Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah,
6 Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah,
7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, and Jedaiah.

These were the chiefs of the priests and of
their brothers in the days of Jeshua.

8Moreover the Leviteswere Jeshua, Bin-
nui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mat-
taniah, who was over the thanksgiving
songs, he and his brothers.

9Also Bakbukiah and Unno, their broth-
ers, were close to them according to their
offices.

10 Jeshua became the father of Joiakim,
and Joiakim became the father of Eliashib,
and Eliashib became the father of Joiada,
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11 and Joiada became the father of
Jonathan, and Jonathan became the father
of Jaddua.

12 In the days of Joiakim were priests,
heads of fathers’ households: of Seraiah,
Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananiah;

13of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, Jeho-
hanan;

14 of Malluchi, Jonathan; of Shebaniah,
Joseph;

15of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai;
16 of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon,

Meshullam;
17of Abijah, Zichri; ofMiniamin, ofMoa-

diah, Piltai;
18 of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah, Je-

honathan;
19of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi;
20of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber;
21 of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of Jedaiah,

Nethanel.
22 As for the Levites, in the days of

Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua,
there were recorded the heads of fathers’
households; also the priests, in the reign of
Darius the Persian.

23 The sons of Levi, heads of fathers’
households, were written in the book of
the chronicles, even until the days of Jo-
hanan the son of Eliashib.

24 The chiefs of the Levites: Hashabiah,
Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of Kad-
miel, with their brothers close to them, to
praise and give thanks according to the
commandment of David the man of God,
section next to section.

25 Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah,
Meshullam, Talmon, and Akkub were
gatekeepers keeping the watch at the
storehouses of the gates.

26 These were in the days of Joiakim the
son of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in
the days of Nehemiah the governor, and of
Ezra the priest and scribe.

27 At the dedication of the wall of
Jerusalem, they sought the Levites out of
all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem
to keep the dedication with gladness, both
with giving thanks and with singing, with
cymbals, stringed instruments, and with
harps.

28The sons of the singers gathered them-
selves together, both out of the plain
around Jerusalem and from the villages of
the Netophathites;

29 also from Beth Gilgal and out of
the fields of Geba and Azmaveth, for
the singers had built themselves villages
around Jerusalem.

30 The priests and the Levites purified
themselves; and they purified the people,
the gates, and the wall.

31 Then I brought the princes of Judah
up on the wall, and appointed two great
companies who gave thanks and went in
procession. Onewent on the right hand on
the wall toward the dung gate;

32 and after them went Hoshaiah, with
half of the princes of Judah,

33and Azariah, Ezra, andMeshullam,
34 Judah,Benjamin, Shemaiah, Jeremiah,
35 and some of the priests’ sons with

trumpets: Zechariah the son of Jonathan,
the son of Shemaiah, the son ofMattaniah,
the son of Micaiah, the son of Zaccur, the
son of Asaph;

36 and his brothers, Shemaiah, Azarel,
Milalai, Gilalai,Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and
Hanani, with the musical instruments of
David the man of God; and Ezra the scribe
was before them.

37By the spring gate, and straight before
them, they went up by the stairs of David’s
city, at the ascent of thewall, aboveDavid’s
house, even to the water gate eastward.

38The other company of those who gave
thanks went to meet them, and I after
them, with the half of the people on the
wall above the tower of the furnaces, even
to the wide wall,

39and above the gate of Ephraim, and by
the old gate, and by the fish gate, the tower
of Hananel, and the tower of Hammeah,
even to the sheep gate; and they stood still
in the gate of the guard.

40 So the two companies of those who
gave thanks inGod’shouse stood, and Iand
the half of the rulers withme;

41 and the priests, Eliakim, Maaseiah,
Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah,
and Hananiah, with trumpets;
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42 and Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar,
Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and
Ezer. The singers sang loud, with
Jezrahiah their overseer.

43 They offered great sacrifices that day,
and rejoiced, for God had made them re-
joice with great joy; and the women and
the children also rejoiced, so that the joy of
Jerusalemwas heard even far away.

44On that day,menwere appointed over
the rooms for the treasures, for the wave
offerings, for the first fruits, and for the
tithes, to gather into them according to the
fields of the cities the portions appointed
by the law for the priests and Levites; for
Judah rejoiced for the priests and for the
Levites who served.

45 They performed the duty of their God
and the duty of the purification, and so did
the singers and the gatekeepers, accord-
ing to the commandment of David and of
Solomon his son.

46 For in the days of David and Asaph of
old there was a chief of the singers, and
songs of praise and thanksgiving to God.

47 All Israel in the days of Zerubbabel
and in the days of Nehemiah gave the por-
tions of the singers and the gatekeepers, as
every day required; and they set apart that
which was for the Levites; and the Levites
set apart that which was for the sons of
Aaron.

13
1 On that day they read in the book of

Moses in the hearing of the people; and it
was found written in it that an Ammonite
and a Moabite should not enter into the
assembly of God forever,

2 because they didn’t meet the children
of Israel with bread and with water, but
hired Balaam against them to curse them;
however, our God turned the curse into a
blessing.

3 It came to pass, when they had heard
the law, that they separated all the mixed
multitude from Israel.

4 Now before this, Eliashib the priest,
who was appointed over the rooms of the
house of our God, being allied to Tobiah,

5 had prepared for him a great room,
where before they laid the meal offer-
ings, the frankincense, the vessels, and the
tithes of the grain, the new wine, and the
oil, whichwere given by commandment to
the Levites, the singers, and the gatekeep-
ers; and the wave offerings for the priests.

6 But in all this, I was not at Jerusalem;
for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes
king of Babylon I went to the king; and
after some days I asked leave of the king,

7 and I came to Jerusalem, and under-
stood the evil that Eliashib had done for
Tobiah, in preparing him a room in the
courts of God’s house.

8 It grieved me severely. Therefore I
threw all Tobiah’s household stuff out of
the room.

9 Then I commanded, and they cleansed
the rooms. I brought into them the vessels
ofGod’shouse,with themeal offerings and
the frankincense again.

10 I perceived that the portions of the
Levites had not been given them, so that
the Levites and the singers, who did the
work, had each fled to his field.

11Then I contended with the rulers, and
said, “Why is God’s house forsaken?” I
gathered them together, and set them in
their place.

12 Then all Judah brought the tithe of
the grain, the new wine, and the oil to the
treasuries.

13 I made treasurers over the treasuries,
Shelemiah thepriest, andZadok the scribe,
and of the Levites, Pedaiah: and next to
themwasHanan the son of Zaccur, the son
of Mattaniah; for they were counted faith-
ful, and their business was to distribute to
their brothers.

14 Remember me, my God, concerning
this, anddon’twipeoutmygooddeeds that
I have done for the house of my God, and
for its observances.

15 In those days I saw some men tread-
ing wine presses on the Sabbath in Ju-
dah, bringing in sheaves, and loading
donkeys with wine, grapes, figs, and all
kinds of burdens which they brought into
Jerusalem on the Sabbath day; and I testi-
fied against them in the day in which they
sold food.
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16 Some men of Tyre also lived there,
who brought in fish and all kinds ofwares,
and sold on the Sabbath to the children of
Judah, and in Jerusalem.

17 Then I contended with the nobles of
Judah, and said to them, “What evil thing
is this thatyoudo, andprofane theSabbath
day?

18Didn’t your fathers do this, and didn’t
our God bring all this evil on us and on this
city? Yet youbringmorewrathon Israel by
profaning the Sabbath.”

19 It came to pass that when the gates of
Jerusalembegan to bedarkbefore the Sab-
bath, I commanded that the doors should
be shut, and commanded that they should
not be opened until after the Sabbath. I
set some of my servants over the gates, so
that noburden shouldbebrought in on the
Sabbath day.

20 So the merchants and sellers of
all kinds of wares camped outside of
Jerusalem once or twice.

21Then I testified against them, and said
to them, “Why do you stay around the
wall? If you do so again, I will lay hands on
you.” From that time on, they didn’t come
on the Sabbath.

22 I commanded the Levites that they
should purify themselves, and that they
should comeandkeep thegates, to sanctify
the Sabbath day. Remember me for this
also, my God, and spare me according to
the greatness of your loving kindness.

23 In those days I also saw the Jews who
had married women of Ashdod, of Am-
mon, and of Moab;

24 and their children spoke half in the
speech of Ashdod, and could not speak in
the Jews’ language, but according to the
language of each people.

25 I contended with them, cursed them,
struck certain of them, plucked off their
hair, and made them swear by God, “You
shall not give your daughters to their sons,
nor take their daughters for your sons, or
for yourselves.

26 Didn’t Solomon king of Israel sin by
these things? Yet among many nations
there was no king like him, and he was
loved by his God, and God made him

king over all Israel. Nevertheless foreign
women caused even him to sin.

27Shallwe then listen to you to do all this
great evil, to trespass against our God in
marrying foreign women?”

28 One of the sons of Joiada, the son of
Eliashib the high priest, was son-in-law to
Sanballat the Horonite; therefore I chased
him fromme.

29 Remember them, my God, because
they have defiled the priesthood and the
covenant of the priesthood and of the
Levites.

30Thus I cleansed them from all foreign-
ers and appointed duties for the priests
and for the Levites, everyone in his work;

31 and for the wood offering, at ap-
pointed times, and for the first fruits. Re-
memberme, my God, for good.
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The Book of
Esther

1 Now in the days of Ahasuerus (this is
Ahasueruswhoreigned fromIndia even to
Ethiopia, over one hundred twenty-seven
provinces),

2 in thosedays,when theKingAhasuerus
sat on the throne of his kingdom, which
was in Susa the palace,

3 in the third year of his reign, he made
a feast for all his princes and his servants;
the army of Persia and Media, the nobles
and princes of the provinces being before
him.

4He displayed the riches of his glorious
kingdom and the honor of his excellent
majesty many days, even one hundred
eighty days.

5 When these days were fulfilled, the
kingmade a seven day feast for all the peo-
ple who were present in Susa the palace,
both great and small, in the court of the
garden of the king’s palace.

6Therewere hangings of white and blue
material, fastened with cords of fine linen
and purple to silver rings and marble pil-
lars. The couches were of gold and silver,
on a pavement of red, white, yellow, and
blackmarble.

7 They gave them drinks in golden ves-
sels of various kinds, including royal wine
in abundance, according to the bounty of
the king.

8 In accordance with the law, the drink-
ing was not compulsory; for so the king
had instructed all the officials of his house,
that they should do according to every
man’s pleasure.

9 Also Vashti the queen made a feast
for the women in the royal house which
belonged to King Ahasuerus.

10 On the seventh day, when the heart
of the king was merry with wine, he
commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona,
Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcass,
the seven eunuchswho served in the pres-
ence of Ahasuerus the king,

11 to bring Vashti the queen before the
king wearing the royal crown, to show the
people and the princes her beauty; for she
was beautiful.

12 But the queen Vashti refused to come
at the king’s commandment by the eu-
nuchs. Therefore the king was very angry,
and his anger burned in him.

13 Then the king said to the wise men,
who knew the times (for it was the king’s
custom to consult thosewhoknew lawand
judgment;

14 and next to him were Carshena,
Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres,
Marsena, andMemucan, the sevenprinces
of Persia and Media, who saw the king’s
face, and sat first in the kingdom),

15 “What shall we do to Queen Vashti
according to law, because she has not done
the bidding of the King Ahasuerus by the
eunuchs?”

16 Memucan answered before the king
and the princes, “Vashti the queen has not
done wrong to just the king, but also to all
the princes, and to all the people who are
in all the provinces of the King Ahasuerus.

17For this deed of the queenwill become
known to all women, causing them to
show contempt for their husbandswhen it
is reported, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded
Vashti the queen to be brought in before
him, but she didn’t come.’

18 Today, the princesses of Persia and
Mediawhohave heard of the queen’s deed
will tell all the king’s princes. This will
cause much contempt and wrath.

19 “If it pleases the king, let a royal com-
mandment go from him, and let it be writ-
ten among the laws of the Persians and the
Medes, so that it cannot be altered, that
Vashti may never again come before King
Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal
estate to another who is better than she.

20When the king’s decreewhich he shall
make is published throughout all his king-
dom (for it is great), all the wives will
give their husbands honor, both great and
small.”

21 This advice pleased the king and the
princes, and the king did according to the
word of Memucan:
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22 for he sent letters into all the king’s
provinces, into every province according
to its writing, and to every people in their
language, that every man should rule his
ownhouse, speaking in the language of his
own people.

2
1 After these things, when the wrath of

King Ahasuerus was pacified, he remem-
bered Vashti, and what she had done, and
what was decreed against her.

2 Then the king’s servants who served
him said, “Let beautiful young virgins be
sought for the king.

3 Let the king appoint officers in all the
provinces of his kingdom, that they may
gather together all the beautiful young vir-
gins to the citadel of Susa, to the women’s
house, to the custody of Hegai the king’s
eunuch, keeper of thewomen. Let cosmet-
ics be given them;

4and let themaidenwhopleases theking
be queen instead of Vashti.” The thing
pleased the king, and he did so.

5 There was a certain Jew in the citadel
of SusawhosenamewasMordecai, the son
of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a
Benjamite,

6 who had been carried away from
Jerusalemwith the captives who had been
carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah,
whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby-
lon had carried away.

7 He brought up Hadassah, that is, Es-
ther, his uncle’s daughter; for she had nei-
ther father nor mother. The maiden was
fair and beautiful; and when her father
andmother were dead, Mordecai took her
for his own daughter.

8So,when the king’s commandment and
his decree was heard, and when many
maidens were gathered together to the
citadel of Susa, to the custody of Hegai,
Esther was taken into the king’s house, to
the custodyofHegai, keeper of thewomen.

9 The maiden pleased him, and she ob-
tainedkindness fromhim. Hequicklygave
her cosmetics and her portions of food,
and the seven choicemaidenswhowere to
be given her out of the king’s house. He

moved her and her maidens to the best
place in the women’s house.

10 Esther had not made known her peo-
ple nor her relatives, because Mordecai
had instructed her that she should not
make it known.

11 Mordecai walked every day in front
of the court of the women’s house, to find
outhowEstherwasdoing, andwhatwould
become of her.

12 Each young woman’s turn came to go
in to King Ahasuerus after her purifica-
tion for twelve months (for so were the
days of their purification accomplished,
six months with oil of myrrh, and six
months with sweet fragrances and with
preparations for beautifying women).

13 The young woman then came to the
king like this: whatever she desired was
givenher to gowithher out of thewomen’s
house to the king’s house.

14 In the evening she went, and on
the next day she returned into the sec-
ond women’s house, to the custody of
Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch, who kept
the concubines. She came in to the king no
more, unless the king delighted in her, and
she was called by name.

15 Now when the turn of Esther, the
daughter of Abihail the uncle of Morde-
cai, who had taken her for his daughter,
came to go in to the king, she required
nothing but what Hegai the king’s eunuch,
the keeper of the women, advised. Esther
obtained favor in the sight of all thosewho
looked at her.

16SoEstherwas taken toKingAhasuerus
into his royal house in the tenth month,
which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh
year of his reign.

17 The king loved Esther more than all
the women, and she obtained favor and
kindness in his sight more than all the
virgins; so that he set the royal crown on
her head, and made her queen instead of
Vashti.

18Then thekingmadeagreat feast for all
his princes and his servants, even Esther’s
feast; and he proclaimed a holiday in the
provinces, and gave gifts according to the
king’s bounty.
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19 When the virgins were gathered to-
gether the second time, Mordecai was sit-
ting in the king’s gate.

20 Esther had not yet made known her
relatives nor her people, as Mordecai
had commanded her; for Esther obeyed
Mordecai, like she did when she was
brought up by him.

21 In those days, while Mordecai was
sitting in the king’s gate, two of the king’s
eunuchs, Bigthan and Teresh, who were
doorkeepers, were angry, and sought to
lay hands on the King Ahasuerus.

22 This thing became known to Morde-
cai, who informed Esther the queen; and
Esther informed the king in Mordecai’s
name.

23 When this matter was investigated,
and it was found to be so, they were both
hanged on a gallows; and it was written
in the book of the chronicles in the king’s
presence.

3
1After these things King Ahasuerus pro-

motedHaman the son of Hammedatha the
Agagite, and advanced him, and set his
seat above all the princes who were with
him.

2All the king’s servants who were in the
king’s gate bowed down and paid homage
to Haman, for the king had so commanded
concerning him. But Mordecai didn’t bow
down or pay him homage.

3 Then the king’s servants who were in
the king’s gate said to Mordecai, “Why do
you disobey the king’s commandment?”

4Now it came to pass, when they spoke
daily to him, and he didn’t listen to them,
that they told Haman, to see whether
Mordecai’s reasonwould stand; for he had
told them that he was a Jew.

5WhenHaman saw thatMordecai didn’t
bow down nor pay him homage, Haman
was full of wrath.

6 But he scorned the thought of laying
hands on Mordecai alone, for they had
made known to him Mordecai’s people.
Therefore Haman sought to destroy all the

Jewswhowere throughout thewholeking-
dom of Ahasuerus, even Mordecai’s peo-
ple.

7 In the first month, which is the month
Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Aha-
suerus, they cast Pur, that is, the lot, before
Haman from day to day, and from month
to month, and chose the twelfth month,
which is themonth Adar.

8Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There
is a certain people scattered abroad and
dispersed among the peoples in all the
provinces of your kingdom, and their laws
are different from other people’s. They
don’t keep the king’s laws. Therefore it is
not for the king’s profit to allow them to
remain.

9 If it pleases the king, let it be written
that they be destroyed; and I will pay ten
thousand talents† of silver into the hands
of those who are in charge of the king’s
business, to bring it into the king’s trea-
suries.”

10 The king took his ring from his hand,
and gave it to Haman the son of Hamme-
datha the Agagite, the Jews’ enemy.

11The king said to Haman, “The silver is
given to you, the people also, to do with
them as it seems good to you.”

12 Then the king’s scribes were called
in on the first month, on the thirteenth
day of the month; and all that Haman
commandedwaswritten to the king’s local
governors, and to the governorswhowere
over every province, and to the princes of
every people, to every province according
to its writing, and to every people in their
language. It was written in the name of
KingAhasuerus, and itwas sealedwith the
king’s ring.

13 Letters were sent by couriers into all
the king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and
to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and
old, little children and women, in one day,
even on the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, which is the month Adar, and to
plunder their possessions.

14 A copy of the letter, that the decree
should be given out in every province,

† 3:9 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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was published to all the peoples, that they
should be ready against that day.

15 The couriers went out in haste by the
king’s commandment, and the decree was
given out in the citadel of Susa. The king
and Haman sat down to drink; but the city
of Susa was perplexed.

4
1NowwhenMordecai found out all that

was done, Mordecai tore his clothes and
put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out
into the middle of the city, and wailed
loudly and bitterly.

2 He came even before the king’s gate,
for no one is allowed inside the king’s gate
clothed with sackcloth.

3 In every province, wherever the king’s
commandment andhis decree came, there
was great mourning among the Jews, and
fasting, and weeping, and wailing; and
many lay in sackcloth and ashes.

4 Esther’s maidens and her eunuchs
came and told her this, and the queen was
exceedingly grieved. She sent clothing to
Mordecai, to replace his sackcloth, but he
didn’t receive it.

5 Then Esther called for Hathach, one
of the king’s eunuchs, whom he had ap-
pointed to attend her, and commanded
him to go toMordecai, to find outwhat this
was, and why it was.

6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai, to
the city squarewhichwasbefore theking’s
gate.

7Mordecai told him of all that had hap-
pened to him, and the exact sum of the
money thatHamanhadpromised to pay to
the king’s treasuries for the destruction of
the Jews.

8Healsogavehimthe copyof thewriting
of the decree that was given out in Susa to
destroy them, to show it to Esther, and to
declare it to her, and to urge her to go in to
the king to make supplication to him, and
tomake request before him for her people.

9 Hathach came and told Esther the
words of Mordecai.

10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and
gave him amessage to Mordecai:

11 “All the king’s servants and the people
of the king’s provinces know thatwhoever,

whethermanorwoman, comes to the king
into the inner court without being called,
there is one law for him, that he be put
to death, except those to whom the king
might hold out the golden scepter, that he
may live. I have not been called to come in
to the king these thirty days.”

12They told Esther’s words to Mordecai.
13 Then Mordecai asked them to return

this answer to Esther: “Don’t think to your-
self that youwill escape in the king’s house
anymore than all the Jews.

14 For if you remain silent now, then
relief and deliverance will come to the
Jews fromanother place, but you and your
father’s house will perish. Who knows if
you haven’t come to the kingdom for such
a time as this?”

15 Then Esther asked them to answer
Mordecai,

16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who
are present in Susa, and fast for me, and
neither eat nor drink three days, night or
day. I and my maidens will also fast the
same way. Then I will go in to the king,
which is against the law; and if I perish, I
perish.”

17 SoMordecai went his way, and did ac-
cording to all that Esther had commanded
him.

5
1 Now on the third day, Esther put on

her royal clothing and stood in the inner
court of the king’s house, next to the king’s
house. The king sat on his royal throne in
the royal house, next to the entrance of the
house.

2 When the king saw Esther the queen
standing in the court, she obtained favor
in his sight; and the king held out to Esther
the golden scepter that was in his hand. So
Esther came near and touched the top of
the scepter.

3 Then the king asked her, “What would
you like, queen Esther? What is your re-
quest? It shall be given you even to thehalf
of the kingdom.”

4Esther said, “If it seemsgood to theking,
let the king and Haman come today to the
banquet that I have prepared for him.”
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5 Then the king said, “Bring Haman
quickly, so that it may be done as Esther
has said.” So the king and Haman came to
the banquet that Esther had prepared.

6 The king said to Esther at the banquet
of wine, “What is your petition? It shall
be granted you. What is your request?
Even to the half of the kingdom it shall be
performed.”

7 Then Esther answered and said, “My
petition andmy request is this.

8 If I have found favor in the sight of
the king, and if it pleases the king to grant
my petition and to performmy request, let
the king and Haman come to the banquet
that I will prepare for them, and I will do
tomorrow as the king has said.”

9 Then Haman went out that day joyful
and glad of heart, but when Haman saw
Mordecai in the king’s gate, that he didn’t
stand up nor move for him, he was filled
with wrath against Mordecai.

10 Nevertheless Haman restrained him-
self, and went home. There, he sent and
called for his friends and Zeresh his wife.

11Haman recounted to them the glory of
his riches, themultitude of his children, all
the things inwhich the king had promoted
him, and how he had advanced him above
the princes and servants of the king.

12 Haman also said, “Yes, Esther the
queen let no man come in with the king
to the banquet that she had prepared but
myself; and tomorrow I am also invited by
her together with the king.

13Yetall thisavailsmenothing, so longas
I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’s
gate.”

14 Then Zeresh his wife and all his
friends said to him, “Let a gallows bemade
fifty cubits†high, and in themorning speak
to the king about hanging Mordecai on it.
Then go in merrily with the king to the
banquet.” This pleased Haman, so he had
the gallowsmade.

6
1 On that night, the king couldn’t sleep.

He commanded the book of records of the
chronicles to be brought, and they were
read to the king.

2 It was foundwritten thatMordecai had
told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the
king’s eunuchs, who were doorkeepers,
who had tried to lay hands on the King
Ahasuerus.

3The king said, “What honor and dignity
has been given to Mordecai for this?”
Then the king’s servants who attended

himsaid, “Nothinghasbeendone forhim.”
4 The king said, “Who is in the court?”

NowHamanhad come into the outer court
of the king’s house, to speak to the king
about hanging Mordecai on the gallows
that he had prepared for him.

5 The king’s servants said to him, “Be-
hold,†Haman stands in the court.”
The king said, “Let him come in.”
6 So Haman came in. The king said to

him, “What shall bedone to themanwhom
the king delights to honor?”
Now Haman said in his heart, “Who

would the king delight to honormore than
myself?”

7 Haman said to the king, “For the man
whom the king delights to honor,

8 let royal clothing be brought which the
king uses to wear, and the horse that the
king rides on, and on the head of which a
royal crown is set.

9Let the clothing and the horse be deliv-
ered to the hand of one of the king’s most
noble princes, that they may array the
manwhom the king delights to honorwith
them, and have him ride on horseback
through the city square, and proclaim be-
fore him, ‘Thus it shall be done to the man
whom the king delights to honor!’ ”

10 Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry
and take the clothing and the horse, as you
have said, and do this for Mordecai the
Jew,who sits at the king’s gate. Let nothing
fail of all that you have spoken.”

11 Then Haman took the clothing and
the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and had
him ride through the city square, and
proclaimed before him, “Thus it shall be

† 5:14 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. † 6:5 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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done to themanwhom the king delights to
honor!”

12Mordecai came back to the king’s gate,
but Haman hurried to his house, mourn-
ing and having his head covered.

13 Haman recounted to Zeresh his wife
and all his friends everything that had
happened to him. Then his wise men and
Zeresh his wife said to him, “If Morde-
cai, before whom you have begun to fall,
is of Jewish descent, you will not prevail
against him, but youwill surely fall before
him.”

14While they were yet talking with him,
the king’s eunuchs came, and hurried to
bring Haman to the banquet that Esther
had prepared.

7
1 So the king and Haman came to ban-

quet with Esther the queen.
2 The king said again to Esther on the

second day at the banquet of wine, “What
is your petition, queen Esther? It shall
be granted you. What is your request?
Even to the half of the kingdom it shall be
performed.”

3 Then Esther the queen answered, “If I
have found favor in your sight, O king, and
if it pleases the king, let my life be given
me at my petition, and my people at my
request.

4 For we are sold, I and my people, to be
destroyed, to be slain, and to perish. But
if we had been sold for male and female
slaves, I would have held my peace, al-
though the adversary could not have com-
pensated for the king’s loss.”

5ThenKingAhasuerus said to Esther the
queen, “Who is he, and where is he who
dared presume in his heart to do so?”

6 Esther said, “An adversary and an en-
emy, even this wicked Haman!”
Then Haman was afraid before the king

and the queen.
7 The king arose in his wrath from the

banquet of wine and went into the palace
garden. Haman stood up to make request
for his life to Esther the queen, for he saw

that therewasevil determinedagainsthim
by the king.

8 Then the king returned out of the
palacegarden into theplaceof thebanquet
of wine; and Haman had fallen on the
couch where Esther was. Then the king
said, “Will he even assault the queen in
front of me in the house?” As the word
went out of the king’smouth, they covered
Haman’s face.

9 Then Harbonah, one of the eunuchs
who were with the king, said, “Behold, the
gallows fifty cubits† high, which Haman
has made for Mordecai, who spoke good
for theking, is standingatHaman’shouse.”
The king said, “Hang him on it!”
10So they hanged Haman on the gallows

that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then
the king’s wrath was pacified.

8
1 On that day, King Ahasuerus gave the

house of Haman, the Jews’ enemy, to Es-
ther the queen. Mordecai came before the
king; for Esther had told what he was to
her.

2The king took offhis ring, which he had
taken from Haman, and gave it to Morde-
cai. Esther set Mordecai over the house of
Haman.

3Esther spoke yet again before the king,
and fell down at his feet and begged him
with tears to put away the mischief of
Haman the Agagite, and his plan that he
had planned against the Jews.

4 Then the king held out to Esther the
golden scepter. So Esther arose, and stood
before the king.

5 She said, “If it pleases the king, and if
I have found favor in his sight, and the
thing seems right to the king, and I am
pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to
reverse the letters devised by Haman, the
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he
wrote to destroy the Jewswhoare in all the
king’s provinces.

6 For how can I endure to see the evil
that would come to my people? How can
I endure to see the destruction of my rela-
tives?”

† 7:9 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Esther
the queen and to Mordecai the Jew, “See,
I have given Esther the house of Haman,
and they have hanged him on the gallows
because he laid his hand on the Jews.

8Write also to the Jews as it pleases you,
in the king’s name, and seal it with the
king’s ring; for thewritingwhich iswritten
in the king’s name, and sealed with the
king’s ring, may not be reversed by any
man.”

9 Then the king’s scribes were called at
that time, in the third month, which is the
month Sivan, on the twenty-third day of
themonth; and it waswritten according to
all that Mordecai commanded to the Jews,
and to the local governors, and the gover-
nors and princes of the provinces which
are from India to Ethiopia, one hundred
twenty-sevenprovinces, to every province
according to its writing, and to every peo-
ple in their language, and to the Jews in
their writing, and in their language.

10 He wrote in the name of King Aha-
suerus, and sealed it with the king’s ring,
and sent letters by courier on horseback,
riding on royal horses thatwere bred from
swift steeds.

11 In those letters, the king granted the
Jews who were in every city to gather
themselves together and to defend their
lives—to destroy, to kill, and to cause to
perish all the power of the people and
province thatwould assault them, their lit-
tle ones and women, and to plunder their
possessions,

12on one day in all the provinces of King
Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the
twelfth month, which is themonth Adar.

13 A copy of the letter, that the decree
should be given out in every province, was
published to all the peoples, that the Jews
should be ready for that day to avenge
themselves on their enemies.

14 So the couriers who rode on royal
horses went out, hastened and pressed on
by the king’s commandment. The decree
was given out in the citadel of Susa.

15 Mordecai went out of the presence
of the king in royal clothing of blue and
white, and with a great crown of gold, and

with a robe of fine linen and purple; and
the city of Susa shouted andwas glad.

16 The Jews had light, gladness, joy, and
honor.

17 In every province and in every city,
wherever the king’s commandment and
his decree came, the Jews had gladness,
joy, a feast and a holiday. Many from
among the peoples of the land became
Jews, for the fear of the Jews had fallen on
them.

9
1Now in the twelfth month, which is the

month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the
month, when the king’s commandment
and his decree came near to be put in ex-
ecution, on the day that the enemies of the
Jewshoped to conquer them, (but it turned
out that the opposite happened, that the
Jews conquered those who hated them),

2 the Jews gathered themselves together
in their cities throughout all the provinces
of the King Ahasuerus, to lay hands on
those who wanted to harm them. No one
could withstand them, because the fear of
them had fallen on all the people.

3 All the princes of the provinces, the
local governors, the governors, and those
who did the king’s business helped the
Jews, because the fear of Mordecai had
fallen on them.

4 For Mordecai was great in the king’s
house, and his fame went out throughout
all the provinces, for the man Mordecai
grew greater and greater.

5 The Jews struck all their enemies with
the stroke of the sword, andwith slaughter
anddestruction, anddidwhat theywanted
to those who hated them.

6 In the citadel of Susa, the Jews killed
and destroyed five hundredmen.

7TheykilledParshandatha,Dalphon,As-
patha,

8Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha,
9 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vaiza-

tha,
10 the ten sons of Haman the son of

Hammedatha, the Jews’ enemy, but they
didn’t lay their hand on the plunder.
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11 On that day, the number of those
who were slain in the citadel of Susa was
brought before the king.

12 The king said to Esther the queen,
“The Jews have slain and destroyed five
hundred men in the citadel of Susa, in-
cluding the ten sons of Haman; what then
have they done in the rest of the king’s
provinces! Now what is your petition? It
shall be granted you. What is your further
request? It shall be done.”

13 Then Esther said, “If it pleases the
king, let it be granted to the Jews who are
in Susa to do tomorrow also according to
today’sdecree, and letHaman’s ten sonsbe
hanged on the gallows.”

14 The king commanded this to be done.
A decree was given out in Susa; and they
hanged Haman’s ten sons.

15 The Jews who were in Susa gathered
themselves together on the fourteenth day
also of the month Adar, and killed three
hundred men in Susa; but they didn’t lay
their hand on the plunder.

16The other Jews who were in the king’s
provinces gathered themselves together,
defended their lives, had rest from their
enemies, and killed seventy-five thousand
of those who hated them; but they didn’t
lay their hand on the plunder.

17Thiswas done on the thirteenth day of
themonthAdar; andon the fourteenthday
of thatmonth they restedandmade it aday
of feasting and gladness.

18But the Jews who were in Susa assem-
bled together on the thirteenth and on the
fourteenth days of the month; and on the
fifteenth day of that month, they rested,
andmade it a day of feasting and gladness.

19Therefore the Jewsof the villages,who
live in the unwalled towns, make the four-
teenth day of the month Adar a day of
gladness and feasting, a holiday, and a day
of sending presents of food to one another.

20Mordecai wrote these things, and sent
letters to all the Jews who were in all
the provinces of the King Ahasuerus, both
near and far,

21 to enjoin them that they should keep
the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the
month Adar yearly,

22 as the days in which the Jews had
rest from their enemies, and the month
which was turned to them from sorrow
to gladness, and from mourning into a
holiday; that they should make them days
of feasting and gladness, and of sending
presents of food to one another, and gifts
to the needy.

23 The Jews accepted the custom that
they had begun, as Mordecai had written
to them,

24 because Haman the son of Hamme-
datha, the Agagite, the enemy of all the
Jews, had plotted against the Jews to de-
stroy them, and had cast “Pur”, that is the
lot, to consume them and to destroy them;

25 but when this became known to
the king, he commanded by letters that
his wicked plan, which he had planned
against the Jews, should return on his own
head, and that he and his sons should be
hanged on the gallows.

26 Therefore they called these days
“Purim”,† from the word “Pur.” Therefore
because of all the words of this letter, and
of that which they had seen concerning
this matter, and that which had come to
them,

27 the Jews established and imposed on
themselves, on their descendants, and on
all those who joined themselves to them,
so that it should not fail that they would
keep these two days according to what
waswritten andaccording to its appointed
time every year;

28and that these days should be remem-
bered and kept throughout every gener-
ation, every family, every province, and
every city; and that these days of Purim
should not fail from among the Jews, nor
theirmemoryperish from their offspring.‡

29 Then Esther the queen, the daughter
of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew wrote
with all authority to confirm this second
letter of Purim.

30 He sent letters to all the Jews in
the hundred twenty-seven provinces of

† 9:26 Purim is the Hebrew plural for pur, whichmeans lot. ‡ 9:28 or, seed
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the kingdom of Ahasuerus with words of
peace and truth,

31 to confirm these days of Purim in their
appointed times, as Mordecai the Jew and
Esther the queen had decreed, and as they
had imposed upon themselves and their
descendants in the matter of the fastings
and their mourning.

32 The commandment of Esther con-
firmed these matters of Purim; and it was
written in the book.

10
1 King Ahasuerus laid a tribute on the

land and on the islands of the sea.
2 Aren’t all the acts of his power and

of his might, and the full account of the
greatness of Mordecai, to which the king
advanced him, written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Media and Per-
sia?

3 For Mordecai the Jew was next to King
Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews and
accepted by the multitude of his brothers,
seeking the good of his people and speak-
ing peace to all his descendants.
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The Book of
Job

1 There was a man in the land of Uz,
whose name was Job. That man was
blameless and upright, and one who
feared God,† and turned away from evil.

2Therewere born to him seven sons and
three daughters.

3His possessions also were seven thou-
sand sheep, three thousand camels, five
hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred fe-
male donkeys, and a very great household;
so that this man was the greatest of all the
children of the east.

4 His sons went and held a feast in the
house of each one on his birthday; and
they sent and called for their three sisters
to eat and to drink with them.

5 It was so, when the days of their feast-
ing had run their course, that Job sent and
sanctified them, and rose up early in the
morning, and offered burnt offerings ac-
cording to the number of them all. For Job
said, “It may be that my sons have sinned,
and renounced God in their hearts.” Job
did so continually.

6Now on the day when God’s sons came
to present themselves before Yahweh,‡ Sa-
tan also came among them.

7Yahwehsaid to Satan, “Wherehaveyou
come from?”
Then Satan answered Yahweh, and said,

“From going back and forth in the earth,
and fromwalking up and down in it.”

8 Yahweh said to Satan, “Have you con-
sidered my servant, Job? For there is no
one like him in the earth, a blameless and
an upright man, one who fears God, and
turns away from evil.”

9 Then Satan answered Yahweh, and
said, “Does Job fear God for nothing?

10 Haven’t you made a hedge around
him, and around his house, and around
all that he has, on every side? You have

blessed the work of his hands, and his
substance is increased in the land.

11 But stretch out your hand now, and
touch all that he has, and hewill renounce
you to your face.”

12 Yahweh said to Satan, “Behold,§ all
that he has is in your power. Only on
himself don’t stretch out your hand.”
So Satan went out from the presence of

Yahweh.
13 It fell on a day when his sons and his

daughters were eating and drinking wine
in their oldest brother’s house,

14 thatamessengercame to Job, andsaid,
“The oxen were plowing, and the donkeys
feeding beside them,

15 and the Sabeans attacked, and took
them away. Yes, they have killed the ser-
vants with the edge of the sword, and I
alone have escaped to tell you.”

16 While he was still speaking, another
also came and said, “The fire of God has
fallen from the sky, and has burned up
the sheep and the servants, and consumed
them, and I alonehaveescaped to tell you.”

17 While he was still speaking, another
also came and said, “The Chaldeans made
three bands, and swept down on the
camels, and have taken them away, yes,
and killed the servants with the edge of
the sword; and I alone have escaped to tell
you.”

18 While he was still speaking, there
came also another, and said, “Your sons
and your daughters were eating and
drinking wine in their oldest brother’s
house,

19 and behold, there came a great wind
from the wilderness, and struck the four
corners of the house, and it fell on the
young men, and they are dead. I alone
have escaped to tell you.”

20Then Job arose, and tore his robe, and
shaved his head, and fell down on the
ground, and worshiped.

21 He said, “Naked I came out of my
mother’s womb, and naked will I return

† 1:1 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 1:6 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes
rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. § 1:12 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe,
see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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there. Yahweh gave, and Yahweh has
taken away. Blessed be Yahweh’s name.”

22 In all this, Job didn’t sin, nor charge
Godwith wrongdoing.

2
1 Again, on the day when God’s sons

came to present themselves before Yah-
weh, Satan came also among them to
present himself before Yahweh.

2Yahwehsaid to Satan, “Wherehaveyou
come from?”
Satan answered Yahweh, and said,

“From going back and forth in the earth,
and fromwalking up and down in it.”

3 Yahweh said to Satan, “Have you con-
sideredmyservant Job? For there isnoone
like him in the earth, a blameless and an
uprightman, onewho fearsGod, and turns
away from evil. He still maintains his
integrity, although you incited me against
him, to ruin himwithout cause.”

4 Satan answered Yahweh, and said,
“Skin for skin. Yes, all that a man has he
will give for his life.

5 But stretch out your hand now, and
touch his bone and his flesh, and he will
renounce you to your face.”

6Yahweh said to Satan, “Behold, he is in
your hand. Only spare his life.”

7So Satanwent out from the presence of
Yahweh, and struck Job with painful sores
from the sole of his foot to his head.

8He took forhimself apotsherd to scrape
himself with, and he sat among the ashes.

9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still
maintain your integrity? Renounce God,
and die.”

10 But he said to her, “You speak as one
of the foolish women would speak. What?
Shall we receive good at the hand of God,
and shall we not receive evil?”
In all this Job didn’t sin with his lips.
11 Now when Job’s three friends heard

of all this evil that had come on him, they
each came fromhis ownplace: Eliphaz the
Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar
the Naamathite; and they made an ap-
pointment together to come to sympathize
with him and to comfort him.

12 When they lifted up their eyes from
a distance, and didn’t recognize him, they

raised their voices, and wept; and they
each tore his robe, and sprinkled dust on
their heads toward the sky.

13 So they sat down with him on the
ground seven days and seven nights, and
no one spoke a word to him, for they saw
that his grief was very great.

3
1 After this Job opened his mouth, and

cursed the day of his birth.
2 Job answered:

3 “Let the day perish in which I was born,
the night which said, ‘There is a boy
conceived.’

4Let that day be darkness.
Don’t let God from above seek for it,
neither let the light shine on it.

5 Let darkness and the shadow of death
claim it for their own.

Let a cloud dwell on it.
Let all thatmakes the day black terrify
it.

6As for that night, let thick darkness seize
on it.

Let it not rejoice among the days of the
year.

Let it not come into the number of the
months.

7Behold, let that night be barren.
Let no joyful voice come therein.

8Let them curse it who curse the day,
who are ready to rouse up leviathan.

9Let the stars of its twilight be dark.
Let it look for light, but have none,
neither let it see the eyelids of the
morning,

10because it didn’t shut up the doors ofmy
mother’s womb,

nor did it hide trouble frommy eyes.

11 “Why didn’t I die from the womb?
Why didn’t I give up the spirit when
mymother boreme?

12Why did the knees receive me?
Orwhy thebreast, that I shouldnurse?

13 For now I should have lain down and
been quiet.

I should have slept, then I would have
been at rest,

14with kings and counselors of the earth,
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who built up waste places for them-
selves;

15or with princes who had gold,
who filled their houses with silver;

16 or as a hidden untimely birth I had not
been,

as infants who never saw light.
17There the wicked cease from troubling.

There the weary are at rest.
18There the prisoners are at ease together.

They don’t hear the voice of the
taskmaster.

19The small and the great are there.
The servant is free from his master.

20 “Why is light given to him who is in
misery,

life to the bitter in soul,
21who long for death, but it doesn’t come;

and dig for it more than for hidden
treasures,

22who rejoice exceedingly,
and are glad, when they can find the
grave?

23Why is light given to amanwhoseway is
hidden,

whomGod has hedged in?
24Formy sighing comes before I eat.

My groanings are poured out like wa-
ter.

25For the thing which I fear comes onme,
that which I am afraid of comes tome.

26 I am not at ease, neither am I quiet,
neither do I have rest;

but trouble comes.”
4

1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered,
2 “If someone ventures to talk with you,

will you be grieved?
But who can withhold himself from
speaking?

3Behold, you have instructedmany,
you have strengthened the weak
hands.

4Yourwords have supported himwhowas
falling,

you havemade the feeble knees firm.
5But now it has come to you, and you faint.

It touches you, and you are troubled.
6 Isn’t your piety your confidence?

Isn’t the integrity of your ways your
hope?

7 “Remember, now, who ever perished, be-
ing innocent?

Or where were the upright cut off?
8According towhat I have seen, thosewho

plow iniquity
and sow trouble, reap the same.

9By the breath of God they perish.
By the blast of his anger are they con-
sumed.

10The roaring of the lion,
and the voice of the fierce lion,
the teeth of the young lions, are bro-
ken.

11The old lion perishes for lack of prey.
The cubs of the lioness are scattered
abroad.

12“Nowa thingwas secretly brought tome.
My ear received a whisper of it.

13 In thoughts from the visions of the night,
when deep sleep falls onmen,

14 fear came onme, and trembling,
whichmade all my bones shake.

15Then a spirit passed before my face.
The hair of my flesh stood up.

16 It stood still, but I couldn’t discern its
appearance.

A formwas before my eyes.
Silence, then I heard a voice, saying,

17 ‘Shall mortal man be more just than
God?

Shall a man be more pure than his
Maker?

18Behold, he puts no trust in his servants.
He charges his angels with error.

19 How much more those who dwell in
houses of clay,

whose foundation is in the dust,
who are crushed before themoth!

20Between morning and evening they are
destroyed.

They perish forever without any re-
garding it.

21 Isn’t their tent cord plucked up within
them?

They die, and that without wisdom.’

5
1 “Call now; is there any who will answer

you?
To which of the holy ones will you
turn?
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2For resentment kills the foolishman,
and jealousy kills the simple.

3 I have seen the foolish taking root,
but suddenly I cursed his habitation.

4His children are far from safety.
They are crushed in the gate.
Neither is there any to deliver them,

5whose harvest the hungry eat up,
and take it even out of the thorns.
The snare gapes for their substance.

6For afflictiondoesn’t comeout of thedust,
neither does trouble spring out of the
ground;

7but man is born to trouble,
as the sparks fly upward.

8 “But as for me, I would seek God.
I would commit my cause to God,

9who does great things that can’t be fath-
omed,

marvelous things without number;
10who gives rain on the earth,

and sends waters on the fields;
11 so that he sets up on high those who are

low,
thosewhomournare exalted to safety.

12He frustrates the plans of the crafty,
so that their hands can’t perform their
enterprise.

13He takes thewise in their owncraftiness;
the counsel of the cunning is carried
headlong.

14Theymeetwithdarkness in theday time,
and grope at noonday as in the night.

15 But he saves from the sword of their
mouth,

even the needy from the hand of the
mighty.

16 So the poor has hope,
and injustice shuts her mouth.

17 “Behold, happy is the man whom God
corrects.

Therefore do not despise the chasten-
ing of the Almighty.

18For he wounds and binds up.
He injures and his handsmakewhole.

19Hewill deliver you in six troubles;
yes, in seven no evil will touch you.

20 In famine he will redeem you from
death;

in war, from the power of the sword.
21 You will be hidden from the scourge of

the tongue,
neither will you be afraid of destruc-
tion when it comes.

22 You will laugh at destruction and
famine,

neither will you be afraid of the ani-
mals of the earth.

23 For you will be allied with the stones of
the field.

The animals of the field will be at
peace with you.

24Youwill know that your tent is in peace.
You will visit your fold, and will miss
nothing.

25 You will know also that your offspring†
will be great,

youroffspringas thegrassof theearth.
26Youwill come to your grave in a full age,

like a shock of grain comes in its sea-
son.

27Behold, we have researched it. It is so.
Hear it, and know it for your good.”

6
1Then Job answered,

2 “Oh that my anguish were weighed,
and all my calamity laid in the bal-
ances!

3Fornowitwouldbeheavier than the sand
of the seas,

therefore mywords have been rash.
4For the arrows of theAlmighty arewithin

me.
My spirit drinks up their poison.

The terrors of God set themselves in array
against me.

5 Does the wild donkey bray when he
has grass?

Or does the ox low over his fodder?
6Can thatwhichhasnoflavorbe eaten
without salt?

Or is there any taste in thewhite of an egg?
7My soul refuses to touch them.

They are as loathsome food tome.

8 “Oh that I might havemy request,
that God would grant the thing that I
long for,

9even that itwouldpleaseGod tocrushme;
† 5:25 or, seed
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that he would let loose his hand, and
cut me off!

10Let it still be my consolation,
yes, let me exult in pain that doesn’t
spare,

that I have not denied thewords of the
Holy One.

11What is my strength, that I should wait?
What is my end, that I should be pa-
tient?

12 Is my strength the strength of stones?
Or is my flesh of bronze?

13 Isn’t it that I have no help inme,
that wisdom is driven away fromme?

14 “To him who is ready to faint, kindness
should be shown from his friend;

even to him who forsakes the fear of
the Almighty.

15My brothers have dealt deceitfully as a
brook,

as the channel of brooks that pass
away;

16which are black by reason of the ice,
in which the snow hides itself.

17 In the dry season, they vanish.
When it is hot, they are consumed out
of their place.

18 The caravans that travel beside them
turn away.

They go up into the waste, and perish.
19The caravans of Tema looked.

The companies of Sheba waited for
them.

20Theywere distressed because theywere
confident.

They came there, and were con-
founded.

21For now you are nothing.
You see a terror, and are afraid.

22Did I ever say, ‘Give to me’?
or, ‘Offer a present for me from your
substance’?

23 or, ‘Deliver me from the adversary’s
hand’?

or, ‘Redeem me from the hand of the
oppressors’?

24 “Teachme, and I will hold my peace.
Causeme to understandmy error.

25How forcible are words of uprightness!

But your reproof, what does it re-
prove?

26Do you intend to reprove words,
since the speeches of one who is des-
perate are as wind?

27 Yes, you would even cast lots for the
fatherless,

andmakemerchandise of your friend.
28Now therefore be pleased to look at me,

for surely I will not lie to your face.
29Please return.

Let there be no injustice.
Yes, return again.
My cause is righteous.

30 Is there injustice onmy tongue?
Can’t my taste discern mischievous
things?

7
1 “Isn’t a man forced to labor on earth?

Aren’t his days like the days of a hired
hand?

2 As a servant who earnestly desires the
shadow,

as a hireling who looks for his wages,
3so I ammade topossessmonths ofmisery,

wearisome nights are appointed to
me.

4When I lie down, I say,
‘When will I arise, and the night be
gone?’

I toss and turnuntil thedawningof the
day.

5Myflesh is clothedwith worms and clods
of dust.

My skin closes up, and breaks out
afresh.

6Mydays are swifter than aweaver’s shut-
tle,

and are spent without hope.
7Oh remember that my life is a breath.

My eye will nomore see good.
8 The eye of him who sees me will see me

nomore.
Your eyes will be on me, but I will not
be.

9 As the cloud is consumed and vanishes
away,

so he who goes down to Sheol† will
come up nomore.

10Hewill return nomore to his house,
† 7:9 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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neither will his place know him any
more.

11 “Therefore I will not keep silent.
Iwill speak in the anguish ofmy spirit.
I will complain in the bitterness of my
soul.

12Am I a sea, or a seamonster,
that you put a guard over me?

13When I say, ‘My bedwill comfort me.
My couch will ease my complaint,’

14 then you scare mewith dreams
and terrify me through visions,

15 so that my soul chooses strangling,
death rather thanmy bones.

16 I loathemy life.
I don’t want to live forever.
Leave me alone, for my days are but a
breath.

17 What is man, that you should magnify
him,

that you should set yourmind on him,
18 that you should visit himeverymorning,

and test him everymoment?
19 How long will you not look away from

me,
nor leave me alone until I swallow
downmy spittle?

20 If I have sinned, what do I do to you, you
watcher of men?

Why have you set me as a mark for
you,

so that I am a burden tomyself?
21 Why do you not pardon my disobedi-

ence, and take awaymy iniquity?
For nowwill I lie down in the dust.
You will seek me diligently, but I will
not be.”

8
1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered,

2 “How long will you speak these things?
Shall the words of your mouth be a
mighty wind?

3Does God pervert justice?
Or does the Almighty pervert righ-
teousness?

4 If your children have sinned against him,
he has delivered them into the hand of
their disobedience.

5 If you want to seek God diligently,
make your supplication to the
Almighty.

6 If you were pure and upright,
surely now he would awaken for you,

andmake thehabitationof your righteous-
ness prosperous.

7Though your beginning was small,
yet your latter endwould greatly increase.

8 “Please inquire of past generations.
Find out about the learning of their
fathers.

9 (For we are but of yesterday, and know
nothing,

because our days on earth are a
shadow.)

10 Shall they not teach you, tell you,
and utter words out of their heart?

11 “Can the papyrus growupwithoutmire?
Can the rushes growwithout water?

12 While it is yet in its greenness, not cut
down,

it withers before any other reed.
13 So are the paths of all who forget God.

The hope of the godless man will per-
ish,

14whose confidence will break apart,
whose trust is a spider’s web.

15He will lean on his house, but it will not
stand.

He will cling to it, but it will not en-
dure.

16He is green before the sun.
His shoots go out along his garden.

17His roots are wrapped around the rock
pile.

He sees the place of stones.
18 If he is destroyed from his place,

then it will deny him, saying, ‘I have
not seen you.’

19Behold, this is the joy of his way.
Out of the earth, others will spring.

20 “Behold, Godwill not cast away a blame-
less man,

neither will he uphold the evildoers.
21He will still fill your mouth with laugh-

ter,
your lips with shouting.

22Those who hate youwill be clothedwith
shame.

The tent of the wicked will be no
more.”
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9
1Then Job answered,

2 “Truly I know that it is so,
but how canman be just with God?

3 If he is pleased to contend with him,
he can’t answer him one time in a
thousand.

4 God is wise in heart, and mighty in
strength.

Who has hardened himself against
him and prospered?

5 He removes the mountains, and they
don’t know it,

when he overturns them in his anger.
6He shakes the earth out of its place.

Its pillars tremble.
7He commands the sun and it doesn’t rise,

and seals up the stars.
8He alone stretches out the heavens,

and treads on the waves of the sea.
9 He makes the Bear, Orion, and the

Pleiades,
and the rooms of the south.

10He does great things past finding out;
yes, marvelous things without num-
ber.

11 Behold, he goes by me, and I don’t see
him.

He passes on also, but I don’t perceive
him.

12Behold, he snatches away.
Who can hinder him?
Who will ask him, ‘What are you do-
ing?’

13 “Godwill not withdraw his anger.
ThehelpersofRahabstoopunderhim.

14Howmuch less will I answer him,
and choose my words to argue with
him?

15 Though I were righteous, yet I wouldn’t
answer him.

I would make supplication to my
judge.

16 If I had called, and he had answeredme,
yet I wouldn’t believe that he listened
to my voice.

17For he breaks mewith a storm,
and multiplies my wounds without
cause.

18Hewill not allowme to catchmy breath,
but fills mewith bitterness.

19 If it is a matter of strength, behold, he is
mighty!

If of justice, ‘Who,’ says he, ‘will sum-
monme?’

20 Though I am righteous, my own mouth
will condemnme.

Though I am blameless, it will prove
me perverse.

21 I am blameless.
I don’t respect myself.
I despise my life.

22 “It is all the same.
Therefore I say he destroys the blame-
less and the wicked.

23 If the scourge kills suddenly,
he will mock at the trial of the inno-
cent.

24 The earth is given into the hand of the
wicked.

He covers the faces of its judges.
If not he, then who is it?

25 “Nowmydays are swifter than a runner.
They flee away. They see no good.

26 They have passed away as the swift
ships,

as the eagle that swoops on the prey.
27 If I say, ‘I will forget my complaint,

I will put off my sad face, and cheer
up,’

28 I am afraid of all my sorrows.
I know that youwill not holdme inno-
cent.

29 I will be condemned.
Why then do I labor in vain?

30 If I washmyself with snow,
and cleansemy hands with lye,

31yet you will plungeme in the ditch.
My own clothes will abhorme.

32For he is not aman, as I am, that I should
answer him,

that we should come together in judg-
ment.

33There is no umpire between us,
that might lay his hand on us both.

34Let him take his rod away fromme.
Let his terror not makeme afraid;

35 then I would speak, and not fear him,
for I am not so inmyself.
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10
1 “My soul is weary of my life.

Iwill give free course tomycomplaint.
I will speak in the bitterness of my
soul.

2 I will tell God, ‘Do not condemnme.
Showmewhy you contend withme.

3 Is it good to you that you should oppress,
that you should despise the work of
your hands,

and smile on the counsel of the
wicked?

4Do you have eyes of flesh?
Or do you see as man sees?

5Are your days as the days of mortals,
or your years as man’s years,

6 that you inquire after my iniquity,
and search after my sin?

7Although you know that I am not wicked,
there is no one who can deliver out of
your hand.

8 “ ‘Your hands have framed me and fash-
ionedme altogether,

yet you destroyme.
9Remember, I beg you, that you have fash-

ionedme as clay.
Will you bringme into dust again?

10Haven’t you pouredme out like milk,
and curdledme like cheese?

11Youhave clothedmewith skin andflesh,
and knit me together with bones and
sinews.

12 You have granted me life and loving
kindness.

Your visitation has preserved my
spirit.

13Yet you hid these things in your heart.
I know that this is with you:

14 if I sin, then youmarkme.
You will not acquit me from my iniq-
uity.

15 If I amwicked, woe to me.
If I am righteous, I still will not lift up
my head,

being filled with disgrace,
and conscious of my affliction.

16 If my head is held high, you huntme like
a lion.

Again you show yourself powerful to
me.

17You renew your witnesses against me,
and increase your indignation onme.
Changes and warfare are withme.

18 “ ‘Why, then, have youbroughtmeout of
the womb?

I wish I had given up the spirit, and no
eye had seenme.

19 I should have been as though I had not
been.

I should have been carried from the
womb to the grave.

20Aren’t my days few?
Stop!

Leave me alone, that I may find a little
comfort,

21 before I go where I will not return
from,

to the land of darkness and of the
shadow of death;

22 the land dark as midnight,
of the shadow of death,
without any order,
where the light is as midnight.’ ”

11
1 Then Zophar, the Naamathite, an-

swered,
2 “Shouldn’t the multitude of words be an-

swered?
Should aman full of talk be justified?

3 Should your boastings make men hold
their peace?

When you mock, will no man make
you ashamed?

4For you say, ‘My doctrine is pure.
I am clean in your eyes.’

5But oh that God would speak,
and open his lips against you,

6 that he would show you the secrets of
wisdom!

For true wisdom has two sides.
Know therefore that God exacts of you
less than your iniquity deserves.

7 “Can you fathom themystery of God?
Or can you probe the limits of the
Almighty?

8 They are high as heaven. What can you
do?

† 11:8 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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They are deeper than Sheol.† What
can you know?

9 Its measure is longer than the earth,
and broader than the sea.

10 If he passes by, or confines,
or convenes a court, then who can
oppose him?

11For he knows false men.
He sees iniquity also, even though he
doesn’t consider it.

12An empty-headedman becomes wise
when aman is born as awild donkey’s
colt.

13 “If you set your heart aright,
stretch out your hands toward him.

14 If iniquity is in your hand, put it far
away.

Don’t let unrighteousness dwell in
your tents.

15 Surely then you will lift up your face
without spot.

Yes, you will be steadfast, and will not
fear,

16 for you will forget yourmisery.
You will remember it like waters that
have passed away.

17Life will be clearer than the noonday.
Though there is darkness, it will be as
themorning.

18Youwill be secure, because there ishope.
Yes, youwill search, andwill take your
rest in safety.

19 Also you will lie down, and no one will
make you afraid.

Yes, many will court your favor.
20But the eyes of the wicked will fail.

They will have no way to flee.
Their hope will be the giving up of the
spirit.”

12
1Then Job answered,

2 “No doubt, but you are the people,
and wisdomwill die with you.

3But I have understanding as well as you;
I am not inferior to you.
Yes, who doesn’t know such things as
these?

4 I am like onewho is a joke to his neighbor,
I,whocalledonGod, andheanswered.
The just, the blameless man is a joke.

5 In the thought of himwho is at ease there
is contempt for misfortune.

It is ready for themwhose foot slips.
6The tents of robbers prosper.

Those who provoke God are secure,
who carry their god in their hands.

7 “But ask the animals now, and they will
teach you;

the birds of the sky, and they will tell
you.

8 Or speak to the earth, and it will teach
you.

The fish of the sea will declare to you.
9Who doesn’t know that in all these,

Yahweh’s hand has done this,
10 in whose hand is the life of every living

thing,
and the breath of all mankind?

11Doesn’t the ear try words,
even as the palate tastes its food?

12With agedmen is wisdom,
in length of days understanding.

13 “With God is wisdom andmight.
He has counsel and understanding.

14 Behold, he breaks down, and it can’t be
built again.

He imprisons a man, and there can be
no release.

15 Behold, he withholds the waters, and
they dry up.

Again, he sends them out, and they
overturn the earth.

16With him is strength andwisdom.
The deceived and the deceiver are his.

17He leads counselors away stripped.
Hemakes judges fools.

18He loosens the bond of kings.
He binds their waist with a belt.

19He leads priests away stripped,
and overthrows themighty.

20He removes the speech of those who are
trusted,

and takes away the understanding of
the elders.

21He pours contempt on princes,
and loosens the belt of the strong.

22Heuncoversdeep thingsoutofdarkness,
and brings out to light the shadow of
death.
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23 He increases the nations, and he de-
stroys them.

He enlarges the nations, and he leads
them captive.

24He takes away understanding from the
chiefs of the people of the earth,

and causes them to wander in a
wilderness where there is no way.

25They grope in the dark without light.
Hemakes them stagger like a drunken
man.

13
1 “Behold, my eye has seen all this.

My ear has heard and understood it.
2What you know, I know also.

I am not inferior to you.
3 “Surely I would speak to the Almighty.

I desire to reason with God.
4But you are forgers of lies.

You are all physicians of no value.
5Oh that you would be completely silent!

Then youwould be wise.
6Hear nowmy reasoning.

Listen to the pleadings of my lips.
7Will you speak unrighteously for God,

and talk deceitfully for him?
8Will you show partiality to him?

Will you contend for God?
9 Is it good that he should search you out?

Or as one deceives a man, will you
deceive him?

10Hewill surely reprove you
if you secretly show partiality.

11Won’t his majesty make you afraid
and his dread fall on you?

12Yourmemorable sayings are proverbs of
ashes.

Your defenses are defenses of clay.
13 “Be silent!

Leaveme alone, that I may speak.
Let come onmewhat will.

14Why should I takemy flesh inmy teeth,
and put my life in my hand?

15Behold, he will kill me.
I have no hope.
Nevertheless, I will maintainmyways
before him.

16This also will be my salvation,

that a godless man will not come be-
fore him.

17Listen carefully to my speech.
Let my declaration be in your ears.

18 See now, I have set my cause in order.
I know that I am righteous.

19Who is he whowill contend withme?
For then I would hold my peace and
give up the spirit.

20 “Only don’t do two things to me,
then I will not hide myself from your
face:

21withdraw your hand far fromme,
and don’t let your terror make me
afraid.

22Then call, and I will answer,
or let me speak, and you answerme.

23Howmany aremy iniquities and sins?
Make me know my disobedience and
my sin.

24Why do you hide your face,
and consider me your enemy?

25Will you harass a driven leaf?
Will you pursue the dry stubble?

26For you write bitter things against me,
and make me inherit the iniquities of
my youth.

27You also put my feet in the stocks,
andmark all my paths.
You set a bound to the soles ofmy feet,

28 though I amdecaying like a rotten thing,
like a garment that is moth-eaten.

14
1 “Man, who is born of a woman,

is of few days, and full of trouble.
2 He grows up like a flower, and is cut

down.
He also flees like a shadow, and
doesn’t continue.

3Do you open your eyes on such a one,
and bringme into judgmentwith you?

4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an
unclean?

Not one.
5 Seeing his days are determined,
the number of his months is with you,
and you have appointed his bounds
that he can’t pass.
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6Look away from him, that hemay rest,
until he accomplishes, as a hireling,
his day.

7 “For there is hope for a tree if it is cut
down,

that it will sprout again,
that the tender branch of it will not
cease.

8Though its root grows old in the earth,
and its stock dies in the ground,

9yet through the scent of water it will bud,
and sprout boughs like a plant.

10But man dies, and is laid low.
Yes,mangivesup the spirit, andwhere
is he?

11As the waters fail from the sea,
and the river wastes and dries up,

12 so man lies down and doesn’t rise.
Until the heavens are no more, they
will not awake,

nor be roused out of their sleep.

13 “Oh that you would hideme in Sheol,†
that you would keep me secret until
your wrath is past,

that you would appoint me a set time
and rememberme!

14 If a man dies, will he live again?
I would wait all the days of my war-
fare,

until my release should come.
15Youwould call, and I would answer you.

You would have a desire for the work
of your hands.

16But now you count my steps.
Don’t you watch over my sin?

17My disobedience is sealed up in a bag.
You fasten upmy iniquity.

18 “But themountain falling comes to noth-
ing.

The rock is removed out of its place.
19The waters wear the stones.

The torrents of it wash away the dust
of the earth.

So you destroy the hope of man.
20 You forever prevail against him, and he

departs.
You change his face, and send him
away.

21His sons come to honor, and he doesn’t
know it.

They are brought low, but he doesn’t
perceive it of them.

22But his flesh on him has pain,
and his soul within himmourns.”

15
1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered,

2 “Should a wise man answer with vain
knowledge,

and fill himself with the east wind?
3 Should he reason with unprofitable talk,

orwith speecheswithwhichhe cando
no good?

4Yes, you do away with fear,
and hinder devotion before God.

5For your iniquity teaches yourmouth,
and you choose the language of the
crafty.

6Your own mouth condemns you, and not
I.

Yes, your own lips testify against you.
7 “Are you the first manwhowas born?

Or were you brought out before the
hills?

8 Have you heard the secret counsel of
God?

Do you limit wisdom to yourself?
9What do you know that we don’t know?

What do you understand which is not
in us?

10 With us are both the gray-headed and
the very agedmen,

much older than your father.
11Are the consolations of God too small for

you,
even the word that is gentle toward
you?

12Why does your heart carry you away?
Why do your eyes flash,

13 that you turn your spirit against God,
and let such words go out of your
mouth?

14What is man, that he should be clean?
What is he who is born of a woman,
that he should be righteous?

15Behold, he puts no trust in his holy ones.
Yes, the heavens are not clean in his
sight;

† 14:13 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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16 how much less one who is abominable
and corrupt,

a manwho drinks iniquity like water!
17 “I will show you, listen to me;

that which I have seen I will declare
18 (which wise men have told by their fa-

thers,
and have not hidden it;

19 to whom alone the land was given,
and no stranger passed among them):

20 the wicked man writhes in pain all his
days,

even the number of years that are laid
up for the oppressor.

21A sound of terrors is in his ears.
In prosperity the destroyer will come
on him.

22Hedoesn’t believe that hewill returnout
of darkness.

He is waited for by the sword.
23 He wanders abroad for bread, saying,

‘Where is it?’
He knows that the day of darkness is
ready at his hand.

24Distress and anguishmake him afraid.
They prevail against him, as a king
ready to the battle.

25 Because he has stretched out his hand
against God,

and behaves himself proudly against
the Almighty,

26he runs at himwith a stiff neck,
with the thick shields of his bucklers,

27because he has covered his face with his
fatness,

and gathered fat on his thighs.
28He has lived in desolate cities,

in houses which no one inhabited,
which were ready to become heaps.

29He will not be rich, neither will his sub-
stance continue,

neither will their possessions be ex-
tended on the earth.

30Hewill not depart out of darkness.
The flamewill dry up his branches.
He will go away by the breath of God’s
mouth.

31Let himnot trust in emptiness, deceiving
himself,

for emptiness will be his reward.
32 It will be accomplished before his time.

His branch will not be green.

33Hewill shake off his unripe grape as the
vine,

andwill cast off his flower as the olive
tree.

34 For the company of the godless will be
barren,

and fire will consume the tents of
bribery.

35They conceive mischief and produce in-
iquity.

Their heart prepares deceit.”

16
1Then Job answered,

2 “I have heardmany such things.
You are all miserable comforters!

3 Shall vain words have an end?
Or what provokes you that you an-
swer?

4 I also could speak as you do.
If your soul were inmy soul’s place,
I could join words together against
you,

and shakemy head at you,
5 but I would strengthen you with my

mouth.
The solace of my lips would relieve
you.

6 “Though I speak,my grief is not subsided.
Though I forbear, what am I eased?

7 But now, God, you have surely worn me
out.

You have made all my company deso-
late.

8 You have shriveled me up. This is a
witness against me.

My leanness rises up against me.
It testifies to my face.

9 He has torn me in his wrath and perse-
cutedme.

He has gnashed onmewith his teeth.
My adversary sharpens his eyes on
me.

10 They have gaped on me with their
mouth.

They have struck me on the cheek re-
proachfully.

They gather themselves together
against me.

11God delivers me to the ungodly,
and casts me into the hands of the
wicked.
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12 I was at ease, and he brokeme apart.
Yes, he has taken me by the neck, and
dashedme to pieces.

He has also set me up for his target.
13His archers surroundme.

He splits my kidneys apart, and does
not spare.

He pours out my bile on the ground.
14He breaks mewith breach on breach.

He runs at me like a giant.
15 I have sewed sackcloth onmy skin,

and have thrust my horn in the dust.
16My face is red with weeping.

Deep darkness is onmy eyelids,
17 although there is no violence in my

hands,
andmy prayer is pure.

18 “Earth, don’t cover my blood.
Let my cry have no place to rest.

19 Even now, behold, my witness is in
heaven.

He who vouches for me is on high.
20My friends scoff at me.

My eyes pour out tears to God,
21 that he would maintain the right of a

manwith God,
of a son of manwith his neighbor!

22For when a few years have come,
I will go the way of no return.

17
1 “My spirit is consumed.

My days are extinct
and the grave is ready for me.

2 Surely there are mockers withme.
My eye dwells on their provocation.

3 “Now give a pledge. Be collateral for me
with yourself.

Who is there who will strike hands
withme?

4 For you have hidden their heart from
understanding,

therefore you will not exalt them.
5 He who denounces his friends for plun-

der,
even the eyes of his children will fail.

6 “But he has made me a byword of the
people.

They spit in my face.
7My eye also is dim by reason of sorrow.

All mymembers are as a shadow.
8Upright menwill be astonished at this.

The innocent will stir himself up
against the godless.

9Yet the righteous will hold to his way.
He who has clean hands will grow
stronger and stronger.

10But as for you all, come back.
I will not find a wise man among you.

11My days are past.
My plans are broken off,
as are the thoughts of my heart.

12They change the night into day,
saying ‘The light is near’ in the pres-
ence of darkness.

13 If I look for Sheol† as my house,
if I have spread my couch in the dark-
ness,

14 if I have said to corruption, ‘You are my
father,’

and to theworm, ‘Mymother,’ and ‘My
sister,’

15where then is my hope?
As for my hope, whowill see it?

16 Shall it go down with me to the gates of
Sheol,‡

or descend together into the dust?”

18
1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered,

2 “How long will you hunt for words?
Consider, and afterwards we will
speak.

3Why are we counted as animals,
which have become unclean in your
sight?

4Youwho tear yourself in your anger,
will the earth be forsaken for you?
Or will the rock be removed out of its
place?

5 “Yes, the light of the wicked will be put
out.

The spark of his fire won’t shine.
6The light will be dark in his tent.

† 17:13 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 17:16 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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His lamp above himwill be put out.
7 The steps of his strength will be short-

ened.
His own counsel will cast him down.

8For he is cast into a net by his own feet,
and he wanders into its mesh.

9A snare will take him by the heel.
A trap will catch him.

10A noose is hidden for him in the ground,
a trap for him on the path.

11 Terrors will make him afraid on every
side,

and will chase him at his heels.
12His strength will be famished.

Calamity will be ready at his side.
13 The members of his body will be de-

voured.
The firstborn of death will devour his
members.

14 He will be rooted out of the security of
his tent.

He will be brought to the king of ter-
rors.

15There will dwell in his tent that which is
none of his.

Sulfur will be scattered on his habita-
tion.

16His roots will be dried up beneath.
His branch will be cut off above.

17His memory will perish from the earth.
He will have no name in the street.

18 He will be driven from light into dark-
ness,

and chased out of the world.
19 He will have neither son nor grandson

among his people,
nor any remaining where he lived.

20Thosewho comeafterwill be astonished
at his day,

as those who went before were fright-
ened.

21 Surely such are the dwellings of the un-
righteous.

This is the place of him who doesn’t
know God.”

19
1Then Job answered,

2 “How long will you torment me,
and crushmewith words?

3You have reproachedme ten times.
You aren’t ashamed that you attack
me.

4 If it is true that I have erred,
my error remains withmyself.

5 If indeed you will magnify yourselves
against me,

and plead against memy reproach,
6know now that God has subvertedme,

and has surroundedmewith his net.
7 “Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not

heard.
I cry for help, but there is no justice.

8He has walled up my way so that I can’t
pass,

and has set darkness in my paths.
9He has strippedme of my glory,

and taken the crown frommy head.
10He has broken me down on every side,

and I am gone.
He has pluckedmy hope up like a tree.

11 He has also kindled his wrath against
me.

He counts me among his adversaries.
12His troops come on together,

build a siege ramp against me,
and encamp aroundmy tent.

13 “He has put my brothers far fromme.
My acquaintances are wholly es-
tranged fromme.

14My relatives have gone away.
My familiar friends have forgotten
me.

15 Those who dwell in my house and my
maids consider me a stranger.

I am an alien in their sight.
16 I call to my servant, and he gives me no

answer.
I beg himwithmymouth.

17My breath is offensive to mywife.
I am loathsome to the children of my
ownmother.

18Even young children despise me.
If I arise, they speak against me.

19All my familiar friends abhorme.
They whom I loved have turned
against me.

20 My bones stick to my skin and to my
flesh.

I have escaped by the skin ofmy teeth.
21 “Have pity on me. Have pity on me, you

my friends,
for the hand of God has touchedme.

22Why do you persecute me as God,
and are not satisfied withmy flesh?
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23 “Oh that mywords were nowwritten!
Oh that theywere inscribed in a book!

24That with an iron pen and lead
they were engraved in the rock for-
ever!

25But as for me, I know that my Redeemer
lives.

In the end, he will stand upon the
earth.

26After my skin is destroyed,
then I will see God inmy flesh,

27whom I, even I, will see onmy side.
My eyeswill see, and not as a stranger.

“My heart is consumedwithinme.
28 If you say, ‘Howwewill persecute him!’

because the root of thematter is found
inme,

29be afraid of the sword,
for wrath brings the punishments of
the sword,

that you may know there is a judg-
ment.”

20
1 Then Zophar the Naamathite an-

swered,
2 “Therefore my thoughts answerme,

even by reason of my haste that is in
me.

3 I have heard the reproof which puts me
to shame.

The spirit of my understanding an-
swers me.

4Don’t you know this from old time,
since manwas placed on earth,

5 that the triumphingof thewicked is short,
the joy of the godless but for a mo-
ment?

6 Though his height mount up to the heav-
ens,

and his head reach to the clouds,
7 yet he will perish forever like his own

dung.
Those who have seen him will say,

‘Where is he?’
8He will fly away as a dream, and will not

be found.
Yes, he will be chased away like a vi-
sion of the night.

9 The eye which saw him will see him no
more,

neither will his place see him any
more.

10 His children will seek the favor of the
poor.

His hands will give back his wealth.
11His bones are full of his youth,

but youthwill lie downwithhim in the
dust.

12 “Though wickedness is sweet in his
mouth,

though he hide it under his tongue,
13 though he spare it, and will not let it go,

but keep it still within his mouth,
14yet his food in his bowels is turned.

It is cobra venomwithin him.
15He has swallowed down riches, and he

will vomit them up again.
God will cast them out of his belly.

16Hewill suck cobra venom.
The viper’s tongue will kill him.

17Hewill not look at the rivers,
the flowing streams of honey and but-
ter.

18Hewill restore that forwhichhe labored,
and will not swallow it down.

He will not rejoice according to the
substance that he has gotten.

19 For he has oppressed and forsaken the
poor.

He has violently taken away a house,
and he will not build it up.

20 “Because he knew no quietness within
him,

he will not save anything of that in
which he delights.

21 There was nothing left that he didn’t
devour,

therefore his prosperity will not en-
dure.

22 In the fullness of his sufficiency, distress
will overtake him.

Thehandof everyonewho is inmisery
will come on him.

23 When he is about to fill his belly, God
will cast the fierceness of his wrath
on him.

It will rain on himwhile he is eating.
24Hewill flee from the iron weapon.

The bronze arrow will strike him
through.

25He draws it out, and it comes out of his
body.
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Yes, the glittering point comes out of
his liver.

Terrors are on him.
26All darkness is laid up for his treasures.

An unfanned fire will devour him.
It will consume thatwhich is left in his
tent.

27The heavens will reveal his iniquity.
The earth will rise up against him.

28The increase of his house will depart.
They will rush away in the day of his
wrath.

29This is the portion of awickedman from
God,

theheritage appointed tohimbyGod.”

21
1Then Job answered,

2 “Listen diligently to my speech.
Let this be your consolation.

3Allowme, and I also will speak.
After I have spoken, mock on.

4As for me, is my complaint to man?
Why shouldn’t I be impatient?

5Look at me, and be astonished.
Lay your hand on yourmouth.

6When I remember, I am troubled.
Horror takes hold of my flesh.

7 “Why do the wicked live,
become old, yes, and grow mighty in
power?

8 Their child is established with them in
their sight,

their offspring before their eyes.
9Their houses are safe from fear,

neither is the rod of God upon them.
10Their bulls breed without fail.

Their cows calve, and don’t miscarry.
11Theysendout their littleones likeaflock.

Their children dance.
12They sing to the tambourine and harp,

and rejoice at the sound of the pipe.
13They spend their days in prosperity.

In an instant they go down to Sheol.†
14They tell God, ‘Depart from us,

for we don’t want to know about your
ways.

15 What is the Almighty, that we should
serve him?

Whatprofit shouldwehave, ifwepray
to him?’

16 Behold, their prosperity is not in their
hand.

The counsel of the wicked is far from
me.

17 “How often is it that the lamp of the
wicked is put out,

that their calamity comes on them,
that God distributes sorrows in his
anger?

18 How often is it that they are as stubble
before the wind,

as chaff that the storm carries away?
19 You say, ‘God lays up his iniquity for his

children.’
Let him recompense it to himself, that
hemay know it.

20Let his own eyes see his destruction.
Let him drink of the wrath of the
Almighty.

21Forwhat does he care for his house after
him,

when the number of his months is cut
off?

22 “Shall any teach God knowledge,
since he judges those who are high?

23One dies in his full strength,
being wholly at ease and quiet.

24His pails are full of milk.
Themarrowof his bones ismoistened.

25Another dies in bitterness of soul,
and never tastes of good.

26They lie down alike in the dust.
The worm covers them.

27 “Behold, I know your thoughts,
the plans with which you would
wrongme.

28 For you say, ‘Where is the house of the
prince?

Where is the tent in which the wicked
lived?’

29Haven’t you asked wayfaringmen?
Don’t you know their evidences,

30 that the evil man is reserved to the day
of calamity,

that they are led out to the day of
wrath?

31Whowill declare his way to his face?
† 21:13 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Whowill repayhimwhathehasdone?
32Yet he will be borne to the grave.

Menwill keep watch over the tomb.
33 The clods of the valley will be sweet to

him.
All menwill draw after him,
as there were innumerable before
him.

34 So how can you comfort me with non-
sense,

because in your answers there re-
mains only falsehood?”

22
1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered,

2 “Can aman be profitable to God?
Surely he who is wise is profitable to
himself.

3 Is it any pleasure to theAlmighty that you
are righteous?

Or does it benefit him that you make
your ways perfect?

4 Is it for your piety that he reproves you,
thatheenterswithyou into judgment?

5 Isn’t your wickedness great?
Neither is there any end to your iniq-
uities.

6 For you have taken pledges from your
brother for nothing,

and stripped the naked of their cloth-
ing.

7 You haven’t given water to the weary to
drink,

andyouhavewithheldbread from the
hungry.

8 But as for the mighty man, he had the
earth.

The honorable man, he lived in it.
9You have sent widows away empty,

and the arms of the fatherless have
been broken.

10Therefore snares are around you.
Sudden fear troubles you,

11or darkness, so that you can not see,
and floods of waters cover you.

12 “Isn’t God in the heights of heaven?
See the height of the stars, how high
they are!

13You say, ‘What does God know?
Can he judge through the thick dark-
ness?

14 Thick clouds are a covering to him, so
that he doesn’t see.

He walks on the vault of the sky.’
15Will you keep the old way,

which wickedmen have trodden,
16 who were snatched away before their

time,
whose foundationwas poured out as a
stream,

17who said to God, ‘Depart from us!’
and, ‘What can the Almighty do for
us?’

18 Yet he filled their houses with good
things,

but the counsel of the wicked is far
fromme.

19The righteous see it, and are glad.
The innocent ridicule them,

20saying, ‘Surely thosewhoroseupagainst
us are cut off.

The fire has consumed their remnant.’
21 “Acquaint yourself with him now, and

be at peace.
By it, good will come to you.

22 Please receive instruction from his
mouth,

and lay up his words in your heart.
23 If you return to the Almighty, youwill be

built up,
if you put away unrighteousness far
from your tents.

24Lay your treasure in the dust,
the gold of Ophir among the stones of
the brooks.

25The Almighty will be your treasure,
and precious silver to you.

26 For then you will delight yourself in the
Almighty,

and will lift up your face to God.
27Youwillmakeyourprayer tohim, andhe

will hear you.
You will pay your vows.

28Youwill alsodecree a thing, and itwill be
established to you.

Light will shine on your ways.
29 When they cast down, you will say, ‘be

lifted up.’
Hewill save the humble person.

30 He will even deliver him who is not
innocent.
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Yes, he will be delivered through the
cleanness of your hands.”

23
1Then Job answered,

2 “Even todaymy complaint is rebellious.
His hand is heavy in spite ofmy groan-
ing.

3Oh that I knewwhere I might find him!
That I might come even to his seat!

4 I would setmy cause in order before him,
and fill mymouth with arguments.

5 I would know the words which he would
answerme,

and understand what he would tell
me.

6Would he contend with me in the great-
ness of his power?

No, but he would listen to me.
7There the uprightmight reasonwith him,

so I should be delivered forever from
my judge.

8 “If I go east, he is not there.
If I go west, I can’t find him.

9Heworks to the north, but I can’t see him.
He turns south, but I can’t catch a
glimpse of him.

10But he knows the way that I take.
When he has tried me, I will come out
like gold.

11My foot has held fast to his steps.
I have kept his way, and not turned
away.

12 I haven’t gone back from the command-
ment of his lips.

I have treasured up the words of
his mouth more than my necessary
food.

13Buthe stands alone, andwhocanoppose
him?

What his soul desires, even that he
does.

14For he performs that which is appointed
for me.

Many such things are with him.
15Therefore I am terrified at his presence.

When I consider, I am afraid of him.
16For God has mademy heart faint.

The Almighty has terrifiedme.
17 Because I was not cut off before the

darkness,

neither did he cover the thick dark-
ness frommy face.

24
1 “Why aren’t times laid up by the

Almighty?
Whydon’t thosewhoknowhimseehis
days?

2 There are people who remove the land-
marks.

They violently take away flocks, and
feed them.

3Theydrive away thedonkeyof the father-
less,

and they take the widow’s ox for a
pledge.

4They turn the needy out of the way.
The poor of the earth all hide them-
selves.

5Behold, as wild donkeys in the desert,
they go out to their work, seeking dili-
gently for food.

Thewilderness yields thembread for their
children.

6They cut their food in the field.
They glean the vineyard of the wicked.

7 They lie all night naked without
clothing,

and have no covering in the cold.
8They are wet with the showers of the
mountains,

and embrace the rock for lack of a shelter.
9Thereare thosewhopluck the father-
less from the breast,

and take a pledge of the poor,
10 so that they go around naked with-
out clothing.

Being hungry, they carry the sheaves.
11 They make oil within the walls of these

men.
They tread wine presses, and suffer
thirst.

12 From out of the populous city, men
groan.

The soul of the wounded cries out,
yet God doesn’t regard the folly.

13“These areof thosewhorebel against the
light.

They don’t know its ways,
nor stay in its paths.
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14Themurderer rises with the light.
He kills the poor and needy.
In the night he is like a thief.

15 The eye also of the adulterer waits for
the twilight,

saying, ‘No eye will see me.’
He disguises his face.

16 In the dark they dig through houses.
They shut themselves up in the day-
time.

They don’t know the light.
17 For the morning is to all of them like

thick darkness,
for they know the terrors of the thick
darkness.

18 “They are foam on the surface of the
waters.

Their portion is cursed in the earth.
They don’t turn into the way of the
vineyards.

19 Drought and heat consume the snow
waters,

so does Sheol† those who have sinned.
20The wombwill forget him.

The wormwill feed sweetly on him.
He will be nomore remembered.
Unrighteousness will be broken as a
tree.

21He devours the barren who don’t bear.
He shows no kindness to the widow.

22 Yet God preserves the mighty by his
power.

He rises up who has no assurance of
life.

23God gives them security, and they rest in
it.

His eyes are on their ways.
24 They are exalted; yet a little while, and

they are gone.
Yes, they are brought low, they are
taken out of the way as all others,

and are cut offas the tops of the ears of
grain.

25 If it isn’t so now,whowill provemea liar,
andmakemy speech worth nothing?”

25
1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered,

2 “Dominion and fear are with him.
Hemakes peace in his high places.

3Can his armies be counted?
Onwhom does his light not arise?

4How then canman be just with God?
Orhowcanhewho is bornof awoman
be clean?

5Behold, even themoonhasnobrightness,
and the stars are not pure in his sight;

6Howmuch less man, who is a worm,
and the son of man, who is a worm!”

26
1Then Job answered,

2 “How have you helped him who is with-
out power!

How have you saved the arm that has
no strength!

3Howhave you counseled himwho has no
wisdom,

and plentifully declared sound knowl-
edge!

4To whom have you uttered words?
Whose spirit came out of you?

5 “The departed spirits tremble,
those beneath the waters and all that
live in them.

6 Sheol† is naked before God,
and Abaddon‡ has no covering.

7 He stretches out the north over empty
space,

and hangs the earth on nothing.
8Hebindsup thewaters inhis thick clouds,

and the cloud is not burst under them.
9He encloses the face of his throne,

and spreads his cloud on it.
10 He has described a boundary on the

surface of the waters,
and to the confines of light and dark-
ness.

11The pillars of heaven tremble
and are astonished at his rebuke.

12He stirs up the sea with his power,
and by his understanding he strikes
through Rahab.

13By his Spirit the heavens are garnished.
Hishandhaspierced theswift serpent.

14Behold, these are but the outskirts of his
ways.

How small a whisper do we hear of
him!

† 24:19 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 26:6 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 26:6 Abaddonmeans Destroyer.
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But the thunder of his power who can
understand?”

27
1 Job again took up his parable, and said,

2 “As God lives, who has taken away my
right,

the Almighty, who has made my soul
bitter

3 (for the length of my life is still in me,
and the spirit of God is inmy nostrils);

4surelymy lipswill not speakunrighteous-
ness,

neither will my tongue utter deceit.
5Far be it fromme that I should justify you.

Until I die I will not put away my in-
tegrity fromme.

6 I hold fast to my righteousness, and will
not let it go.

My heart will not reproachme so long
as I live.

7 “Let my enemy be as the wicked.
Let himwho rises up against me be as
the unrighteous.

8For what is the hope of the godless, when
he is cut off,

when God takes away his life?
9WillGodhearhis crywhen trouble comes

on him?
10Will he delight himself in the Almighty,

and call on God at all times?
11 I will teach you about the hand of God.

Iwill not conceal thatwhich iswith the
Almighty.

12 Behold, all of you have seen it your-
selves;

why then have you become altogether
vain?

13“This is the portion of awickedmanwith
God,

the heritage of oppressors, which they
receive from the Almighty.

14 If his children aremultiplied, it is for the
sword.

His offspring will not be satisfied with
bread.

15Those who remain of himwill be buried
in death.

Hiswidowswillmake no lamentation.
16Though he heap up silver as the dust,

and prepare clothing as the clay;
17hemay prepare it, but the just will put it

on,
and the innocent will divide the silver.

18He builds his house as themoth,
as a booth which the watchman
makes.

19He lies down rich, but he will not do so
again.

He opens his eyes, and he is not.
20Terrors overtake him like waters.

A storm steals him away in the night.
21 The east wind carries him away, and he

departs.
It sweeps him out of his place.

22For it hurls at him, and does not spare,
as he flees away from his hand.

23Menwill clap their hands at him,
and will hiss him out of his place.

28
1 “Surely there is a mine for silver,

and a place for goldwhich they refine.
2 Iron is taken out of the earth,

and copper is smelted out of the ore.
3Man sets an end to darkness,

and searches out, to the furthest
bound,

the stones of obscurity and of thick
darkness.

4He breaks open a shaft away fromwhere
people live.

They are forgotten by the foot.
They hang far from men, they swing
back and forth.

5As for the earth, out of it comes bread.
Underneath it is turned up as it were
by fire.

6 Sapphires come from its rocks.
It has dust of gold.

7That path no bird of prey knows,
neither has the falcon’s eye seen it.

8The proud animals have not trodden it,
nor has the fierce lion passed by there.

9He puts his hand on the flinty rock,
and he overturns the mountains by
the roots.

10He cuts out channels among the rocks.
His eye sees every precious thing.

11 He binds the streams that they don’t
trickle.
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The thing that is hidden he brings out
to light.

12 “But where will wisdom be found?
Where is the place of understanding?

13Man doesn’t know its price,
and it isn’t found in the land of the
living.

14The deep says, ‘It isn’t in me.’
The sea says, ‘It isn’t with me.’

15 It can’t be gotten for gold,
neither will silver be weighed for its
price.

16 It can’t be valued with the gold of Ophir,
with the precious onyx, or the sap-
phire.†

17Gold and glass can’t equal it,
neitherwill it be exchanged for jewels
of fine gold.

18 No mention will be made of coral or of
crystal.

Yes, the price of wisdom is above ru-
bies.

19The topaz of Ethiopia will not equal it.
It won’t be valued with pure gold.

20Where then does wisdom come from?
Where is the place of understanding?

21 Seeing it is hidden from the eyes of all
living,

and kept close from the birds of the
sky.

22Destruction and Death say,
‘We have heard a rumor of it with our
ears.’

23 “God understands its way,
and he knows its place.

24For he looks to the ends of the earth,
and sees under the whole sky.

25He establishes the force of the wind.
Yes, he measures out the waters by
measure.

26When hemade a decree for the rain,
andaway for the lightningof the thun-
der,

27 then he saw it, and declared it.
He established it, yes, and searched it
out.

28Toman he said,
‘Behold, the fear of the Lord,‡ that is
wisdom.

To depart from evil is understand-
ing.’ ”

29
1 Job again took up his parable, and said,

2 “Oh that I were as in themonths of old,
as in the dayswhenGodwatched over
me;

3when his lamp shone onmy head,
andbyhis light Iwalked throughdark-
ness,

4as I was inmy prime,
when the friendship of Godwas inmy
tent,

5when the Almighty was yet withme,
andmy children were aroundme,

6whenmy steps were washed with butter,
and the rock poured out streams of oil
for me,

7when I went out to the city gate,
when I preparedmy seat in the street.

8 The young men saw me and hid them-
selves.

The aged rose up and stood.
9The princes refrained from talking,

and laid their hand on their mouth.
10The voice of the nobles was hushed,

and their tongue stuck to the roof of
their mouth.

11 For when the ear heard me, then it
blessedme,

and when the eye saw me, it com-
mendedme,

12because I delivered the poor who cried,
and the fatherless also, who had no
one to help him,

13 the blessing of him who was ready to
perish came onme,

and I caused the widow’s heart to sing
for joy.

14 I put on righteousness, and it clothedme.
My justicewas as a robe andadiadem.

15 I was eyes to the blind,
and feet to the lame.

16 I was a father to the needy.
I researched the cause of him whom I
didn’t know.

17 I broke the jaws of the unrighteous
and plucked the prey out of his teeth.

18Then I said, ‘I will die in my own house,
† 28:16 or, lapis lazuli ‡ 28:28 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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I will count my days as the sand.
19My root is spread out to the waters.

The dew lies all night onmy branch.
20My glory is fresh inme.

My bow is renewed inmy hand.’
21 “Men listened to me, waited,

and kept silence for my counsel.
22After mywords they didn’t speak again.

My speech fell on them.
23They waited for me as for the rain.

Theirmouths drank aswith the spring
rain.

24 I smiled on them when they had no
confidence.

They didn’t reject the light of my face.
25 I chose out their way, and sat as chief.

I lived as a king in the army,
as one who comforts themourners.

30
1 “But now those who are younger than I

haveme in derision,
whose fathers I considered unworthy
to put withmy sheep dogs.

2Of what use is the strength of their hands
to me,

men in whom ripe age has perished?
3They are gaunt from lack and famine.

They gnaw the dry ground, in the
gloom of waste and desolation.

4They pluck salt herbs by the bushes.
The roots of the broom tree are their
food.

5They are driven out from amongmen.
They cry after them as after a thief,

6 so that they live in frightful valleys,
and in holes of the earth and of the
rocks.

7They bray among the bushes.
They are gathered together under the
nettles.

8Theyare childrenof fools, yes, childrenof
wickedmen.

They were flogged out of the land.

9 “Now I have become their song.
Yes, I am a byword to them.

10 They abhor me, they stand aloof from
me,

and don’t hesitate to spit in my face.

11 For he has untied his cord, and afflicted
me;

and they have thrown off restraint be-
fore me.

12Onmy right hand rise the rabble.
They thrust aside my feet.
They cast their ways of destruction up
against me.

13Theymarmy path.
They promote my destruction
without anyone’s help.

14As through a wide breach they come.
They roll themselves in amid the ruin.

15Terrors have turned onme.
They chasemy honor as the wind.
My welfare has passed away as a
cloud.

16 “Nowmy soul is poured out withinme.
Days of affliction have taken hold of
me.

17 In thenight seasonmybones are pierced
inme,

and the pains that gnaw me take no
rest.

18My garment is disfigured by great force.
It binds me about as the collar of my
tunic.

19He has cast me into themire.
I have become like dust and ashes.

20 I cry to you, and you do not answerme.
I stand up, and you gaze at me.

21You have turned to be cruel to me.
With the might of your hand you per-
secute me.

22You lift me up to the wind, and drive me
with it.

You dissolve me in the storm.
23 For I know that you will bring me to

death,
to the house appointed for all living.

24 “However doesn’t one stretch out a hand
in his fall?

Or in his calamity therefore cry for
help?

25 Didn’t I weep for him who was in trou-
ble?

Wasn’t my soul grieved for the needy?
26When I looked for good, then evil came.

When I waited for light, darkness
came.

27My heart is troubled, and doesn’t rest.
Days of affliction have come onme.
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28 I go mourning without the sun.
I stand up in the assembly, and cry for
help.

29 I am a brother to jackals,
and a companion to ostriches.

30My skin grows black and peels fromme.
My bones are burned with heat.

31Thereforemyharphas turned tomourn-
ing,

and my pipe into the voice of those
whoweep.

31
1 “I made a covenant withmy eyes;

how then should I look lustfully at a
young woman?

2For what is the portion from God above,
and the heritage from theAlmighty on
high?

3 Is it not calamity to the unrighteous,
and disaster to the workers of iniq-
uity?

4Doesn’t he see myways,
and count all my steps?

5 “If I have walked with falsehood,
andmy foot has hurried to deceit

6 (let me be weighed in an even balance,
that Godmay knowmy integrity);

7 if my step has turned out of the way,
if my heart walked after my eyes,
if any defilement has stuck to my
hands,

8 then let me sow, and let another eat.
Yes, let the produce of my field be
rooted out.

9“Ifmyheart hasbeenenticed to awoman,
and I have laid wait at my neighbor’s
door,

10 then let mywife grind for another,
and let others sleep with her.

11For that would be a heinous crime.
Yes, it would be an iniquity to be pun-
ished by the judges,

12 for it is a fire that consumes to destruc-
tion,

and would root out all my increase.
13 “If I have despised the cause of mymale

servant

or of my female servant,
when they contended withme,

14what then will I do when God rises up?
When he visits, what will I answer
him?

15 Didn’t he who made me in the womb
make him?

Didn’t one fashion us in the womb?
16 “If I have withheld the poor from their

desire,
or have caused the eyes of the widow
to fail,

17or have eatenmymorsel alone,
and the fatherless has not eaten of it

18 (no, frommy youth he grew up with me
as with a father,

I have guided her from my mother’s
womb);

19 if I have seen any perish for want of
clothing,

or that the needy had no covering;
20 if his heart hasn’t blessedme,

if he hasn’t been warmed with my
sheep’s fleece;

21 if I have lifted up my hand against the
fatherless,

because I sawmy help in the gate;
22 then let my shoulder fall from the shoul-

der blade,
andmy arm be broken from the bone.

23For calamity from God is a terror to me.
Because of his majesty, I can do noth-
ing.

24 “If I havemade goldmy hope,
and have said to the fine gold, ‘You are
my confidence;’

25 If I have rejoicedbecausemywealthwas
great,

and because my hand had gotten
much;

26 if I have seen the sun when it shined,
or themoonmoving in splendor,

27andmy heart has been secretly enticed,
and my hand threw a kiss from my
mouth;

28 this also would be an iniquity to be pun-
ished by the judges,

for I would have denied the God who
is above.

29 “If I have rejoiced at the destruction of
himwho hatedme,
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or lifted up myself when evil found
him

30 (I have certainly not allowed my mouth
to sin

by asking his life with a curse);
31 if the men of my tent have not said,

‘Who can find one who has not been
filled with his meat?’

32 (the foreigner has not camped in the
street,

but I have opened my doors to the
traveler);

33 if like Adam I have covered my trans-
gressions,

by hidingmy iniquity inmy heart,
34because I feared the great multitude,

and the contempt of families terrified
me,

so that I kept silence, and didn’t go out
of the door—

35oh that I had one to hear me!
Behold, here is my signature! Let the
Almighty answerme!

Let the accuser write my indictment!
36 Surely I would carry it onmy shoulder,

and I would bind it to me as a crown.
37 Iwoulddeclare to him thenumber ofmy

steps.
I would go near to him like a prince.

38 If my land cries out against me,
and its furrows weep together;

39 if I have eaten its fruits without money,
or have caused its owners to lose their
life,

40 let briers grow instead of wheat,
and stinkweed instead of barley.”

The words of Job are ended.

32
1 So these three men ceased to answer

Job, because he was righteous in his own
eyes.

2 Then the wrath of Elihu the son of
Barachel, the Buzite, of the family of Ram,
was kindled against Job. His wrath was
kindledbecausehe justifiedhimself rather
than God.

3Also his wrath was kindled against his
three friends, because they had found no
answer, and yet had condemned Job.

4Now Elihu had waited to speak to Job,
because they were older than he.

5When Elihu saw that there was no an-
swer in the mouth of these three men, his
wrath was kindled.

6 Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite
answered,
“I am young, and you are very old.

Therefore I held back, and didn’t dare
show youmy opinion.

7 I said, ‘Days should speak,
and multitude of years should teach
wisdom.’

8But there is a spirit in man,
and the Spirit† of the Almighty gives
them understanding.

9 It is not the great who are wise,
nor the aged who understand justice.

10Therefore I said, ‘Listen to me;
I also will showmy opinion.’

11 “Behold, I waited for your words,
and I listened for your reasoning,
while you searched out what to say.

12Yes, I gave youmy full attention,
but there was no one who convinced
Job,

or who answered his words, among
you.

13 Beware lest you say, ‘We have found
wisdom.

Godmay refute him, not man;’
14 for he has not directed hiswords against

me;
neither will I answer him with your
speeches.

15 “They are amazed. They answer no
more.

They don’t have a word to say.
16 Shall I wait, because they don’t speak,

because they stand still, and answer
nomore?

17 I also will answermy part,
and I also will showmy opinion.

18For I am full of words.
The spirit withinme constrains me.

19 Behold, my breast is as wine which has
no vent;

like newwineskins it is ready to burst.
20 I will speak, that I may be refreshed.

† 32:8 or, breath
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I will openmy lips and answer.
21 Please don’t let me respect any man’s

person,
neither will I give flattering titles to
anyman.

22 For I don’t know how to give flattering
titles,

or else my Maker would soon take me
away.

33
1 “However, Job, please hear my speech,

and listen to all mywords.
2 See now, I have openedmymouth.

My tongue has spoken inmymouth.
3Mywordswill utter theuprightnessofmy

heart.
That which my lips know they will
speak sincerely.

4The Spirit of God has mademe,
and the breath of the Almighty gives
me life.

5 If you can, answerme.
Set your words in order before me,
and stand up.

6Behold, I am toward God even as you are.
I am also formed out of the clay.

7 Behold, my terror will not make you
afraid,

neither will my pressure be heavy on
you.

8 “Surely you have spoken inmy hearing,
I have heard the voice of your words,
saying,

9 ‘I am clean, without disobedience.
I am innocent, neither is there iniquity
inme.

10Behold, he finds occasions against me.
He counts me for his enemy.

11He puts my feet in the stocks.
Hemarks all my paths.’

12 “Behold, I will answer you. In this you
are not just,

for God is greater thanman.
13Why do you strive against him,

becausehedoesn’t give account of any
of his matters?

14For God speaks once,

yes twice, though man pays no atten-
tion.

15 In a dream, in a vision of the night,
when deep sleep falls onmen,
in slumbering on the bed,

16 then he opens the ears of men,
and seals their instruction,

17 that he may withdraw man from his
purpose,

and hide pride fromman.
18He keeps back his soul from the pit,

and his life from perishing by the
sword.

19 “He is chastened also with pain on his
bed,

with continual strife in his bones,
20 so that his life abhors bread,

and his soul dainty food.
21 His flesh is so consumed away that it

can’t be seen.
His bones that were not seen stick out.

22Yes, his soul draws near to the pit,
and his life to the destroyers.

23 “If there is beside him an angel,
an interpreter, one among a thousand,
to show tomanwhat is right for him,

24 then God is gracious to him, and says,
‘Deliver him from going down to the
pit,

I have found a ransom.’
25His flesh will be fresher than a child’s.

He returns to the days of his youth.
26He prays to God, and he is favorable to

him,
so that he sees his face with joy.
He restores to man his righteousness.

27He sings before men, and says,
‘I have sinned, and perverted that
which was right,

and it didn’t profit me.
28 He has redeemed my soul from going

into the pit.
My life will see the light.’

29 “Behold, God does all these things,
twice, yes three times, with aman,

30 to bring back his soul from the pit,
that he may be enlightened with the
light of the living.

31Mark well, Job, and listen to me.
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Hold your peace, and I will speak.
32 If you have anything to say, answerme.

Speak, for I desire to justify you.
33 If not, listen to me.

Hold your peace, and I will teach you
wisdom.”

34
1Moreover Elihu answered,

2 “Hearmywords, you wise men.
Give ear to me, you who have knowl-
edge.

3For the ear tries words,
as the palate tastes food.

4Let us choose for us that which is right.
Let us know among ourselves what is
good.

5For Job has said, ‘I am righteous,
God has taken awaymy right.

6 Notwithstanding my right I am consid-
ered a liar.

My wound is incurable, though I am
without disobedience.’

7Whatman is like Job,
who drinks scorn like water,

8whogoes in companywith theworkers of
iniquity,

and walks with wickedmen?
9For he has said, ‘It profits a man nothing

that he should delight himself with
God.’

10 “Therefore listen to me, you men of un-
derstanding:

far be it from God, that he should do
wickedness,

from the Almighty, that he should
commit iniquity.

11For theworkof amanhewill give tohim,
andcause everyman tofindaccording
to his ways.

12Yes surely, God will not do wickedly,
neither will the Almighty pervert jus-
tice.

13Who put him in charge of the earth?
Or who has appointed him over the
whole world?

14 If he set his heart on himself,
if he gathered to himself his spirit and
his breath,

15all flesh would perish together,
andmanwould turn again to dust.

16 “If now you have understanding, hear
this.

Listen to the voice of mywords.
17 Should even one who hates justice gov-

ern?
Will you condemn him who is righ-
teous andmighty,

18who says to a king, ‘Vile!’
or to nobles, ‘Wicked!’?

19 He doesn’t respect the persons of
princes,

nor respect the rich more than the
poor,

for they all are the work of his hands.
20 In amoment they die, even at midnight.

The people are shaken and pass away.
The mighty are taken away without a
hand.

21 “For his eyes are on the ways of a man.
He sees all his goings.

22There is no darkness, nor thick gloom,
where the workers of iniquity may
hide themselves.

23 For he doesn’t need to consider a man
further,

that he should go before God in judg-
ment.

24He breaks mighty men in pieces in ways
past finding out,

and sets others in their place.
25 Therefore he takes knowledge of their

works.
Heoverturns them in thenight, so that
they are destroyed.

26He strikes them as wickedmen
in the open sight of others;

27 because they turned away from follow-
ing him,

and wouldn’t pay attention to any of
his ways,

28 so that they caused the cry of the poor to
come to him.

He heard the cry of the afflicted.
29When he gives quietness, who then can

condemn?
When he hides his face, who then can
see him?

He is over a nation or aman alike,
30 that the godless manmay not reign,

that there be no one to ensnare the
people.
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31 “For has any said to God,
‘I am guilty, but I will not offend any
more.

32Teachme that which I don’t see.
If I have done iniquity, I will do it no
more’?

33 Shall his recompense be as you desire,
that you refuse it?

For youmust choose, and not I.
Therefore speak what you know.

34Men of understanding will tell me,
yes, every wise manwho hears me:

35 ‘Job speaks without knowledge.
His words are without wisdom.’

36 I wish that Job were tried to the end,
because of his answering like wicked
men.

37For he adds rebellion to his sin.
He claps his hands among us,
andmultiplies hiswords againstGod.”

35
1Moreover Elihu answered,

2 “Do you think this to be your right,
or do you say, ‘My righteousness is
more than God’s,’

3 that you ask, ‘What advantagewill it be to
you?

What profit will I have, more than if I
had sinned?’

4 I will answer you,
and your companions with you.

5Look to the skies, and see.
See the skies, which are higher than
you.

6 If you have sinned, what effect do you
have against him?

If your transgressions are multiplied,
what do you do to him?

7 If you are righteous, what do you give
him?

Or what does he receive from your
hand?

8 Your wickedness may hurt a man as you
are,

and your righteousness may profit a
son of man.

9 “By reason of the multitude of oppres-
sions they cry out.

They cry for help by reason of the arm
of themighty.

10 But no one says, ‘Where is God my
Maker,

who gives songs in the night,
11who teachesusmore than the animals of

the earth,
and makes us wiser than the birds of
the sky?’

12There they cry, but no one answers,
because of the pride of evil men.

13 Surely God will not hear an empty cry,
neither will the Almighty regard it.

14How much less when you say you don’t
see him.

The cause is before him, and you wait
for him!

15 But now, because he has not visited in
his anger,

neither does he greatly regard arro-
gance,

16 therefore Job opens his mouth with
empty talk,

and he multiplies words without
knowledge.”

36
1Elihu also continued, and said,

2“Bearwithmea little, and Iwill showyou;
for I still have something to say on
God’s behalf.

3 I will get my knowledge from afar,
and will ascribe righteousness to my
Maker.

4For truly mywords are not false.
One who is perfect in knowledge is
with you.

5 “Behold, God is mighty, and doesn’t de-
spise anyone.

He is mighty in strength of under-
standing.

6Hedoesn’t preserve the life of thewicked,
but gives justice to the afflicted.

7 He doesn’t withdraw his eyes from the
righteous,

but with kings on the throne,
he sets them forever, and they are
exalted.

8 If they are bound in fetters,
and are taken in the cords of afflic-
tions,

9 then he shows them their work,
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and their transgressions, that they
have behaved themselves proudly.

10He also opens their ears to instruction,
and commands that they return from
iniquity.

11 If they listen and serve him,
they will spend their days in prosper-
ity,

and their years in pleasures.
12 But if they don’t listen, they will perish

by the sword;
they will die without knowledge.

13 “But those who are godless in heart lay
up anger.

They don’t cry for help when he binds
them.

14They die in youth.
Their life perishes among theunclean.

15 He delivers the afflicted by their afflic-
tion,

and opens their ear in oppression.
16 Yes, he would have allured you out of

distress,
into a wide place, where there is no
restriction.

That which is set on your table would
be full of fatness.

17 “But you are full of the judgment of the
wicked.

Judgment and justice take hold of you.
18Don’t let riches entice you to wrath,

neither let thegreat sizeofabribe turn
you aside.

19 Would your wealth sustain you in dis-
tress,

or all the might of your strength?
20Don’t desire the night,

when people are cut off in their place.
21Take heed, don’t regard iniquity;

for you have chosen this rather than
affliction.

22Behold, God is exalted in his power.
Who is a teacher like him?

23Who has prescribed his way for him?
Or who can say, ‘You have committed
unrighteousness’?

24 “Remember that youmagnify his work,
about whichmen have sung.

25All men have looked on it.

Man sees it afar off.
26Behold, God is great, and we don’t know

him.
The number of his years is unsearch-
able.

27For he draws up the drops of water,
which distill in rain from his vapor,

28which the skies pour down
andwhich drop onman abundantly.

29 Indeed, can anyone understand the
spreading of the clouds

and the thunderings of his pavilion?
30Behold, he spreads his light around him.

He covers the bottom of the sea.
31For by these he judges the people.

He gives food in abundance.
32He covers his hands with the lightning,

and commands it to strike themark.
33 Its noise tells about him,

and the livestock also, concerning the
storm that comes up.

37
1 “Yes, at this my heart trembles,

and is moved out of its place.
2Hear, oh, hear the noise of his voice,

the sound that goes out of his mouth.
3He sends it out under the whole sky,

and his lightning to the ends of the
earth.

4After it a voice roars.
He thunders with the voice of his
majesty.

He doesn’t hold back anything when
his voice is heard.

5God thundersmarvelouslywithhis voice.
He does great things, which we can’t
comprehend.

6For he says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth,’
likewise to the shower of rain,
and to the showers of his mighty rain.

7He seals up the hand of everyman,
that all men whom he has made may
know it.

8Then the animals take cover,
and remain in their dens.

9Out of its room comes the storm,
and cold out of the north.

10By the breath of God, ice is given,
and the width of the waters is frozen.

11 Yes, he loads the thick cloud with mois-
ture.
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He spreads abroad the cloud of his
lightning.

12 It is turned around by his guidance,
that they may do whatever he com-
mands them

on the surface of the habitable world,
13 whether it is for correction, or for his

land,
or for loving kindness, that he causes
it to come.

14 “Listen to this, Job.
Stand still, and consider thewondrous
works of God.

15Do you know how God controls them,
and causes the lightning of his cloud to
shine?

16Do you know theworkings of the clouds,
the wondrous works of him who is
perfect in knowledge?

17Youwhose clothing is warm
when the earth is still by reason of the
south wind?

18Can you, with him, spread out the sky,
which is strong as a castmetalmirror?

19Teach us what we will tell him,
for we can’t make our case by reason
of darkness.

20Will it be told him that I would speak?
Or should a man wish that he were
swallowed up?

21 Now men don’t see the light which is
bright in the skies,

but the wind passes, and clears them.
22Out of the north comes golden splendor.

With God is awesomemajesty.
23We can’t reach the Almighty.

He is exalted in power.
In justice and great righteousness, he
will not oppress.

24Therefore men revere him.
He doesn’t regard anywho arewise of
heart.”

38
1 Then Yahweh answered Job out of the

whirlwind,
2 “Who is this who darkens counsel

by words without knowledge?
3Brace yourself like aman,

for I will question you, then you an-
swerme!

4 “Wherewere youwhen I laid the founda-
tions of the earth?

Declare, if you have understanding.
5 Who determined its measures, if you

know?
Or who stretched the line on it?

6What were its foundations fastened on?
Or who laid its cornerstone,

7when themorning stars sang together,
andall the sonsofGodshouted for joy?

8 “Orwho shut up the sea with doors,
when it broke out of the womb,

9when I made clouds its garment,
and wrapped it in thick darkness,

10marked out for it my bound,
set bars and doors,

11 and said, ‘You may come here, but no
further.

Your proud waves shall be stopped
here’?

12 “Have you commanded the morning in
your days,

andcaused thedawntoknowitsplace,
13 that it might take hold of the ends of the

earth,
and shake the wicked out of it?

14 It is changed as clay under the seal,
and presented as a garment.

15From the wicked, their light is withheld.
The high arm is broken.

16“Haveyouentered into the springs of the
sea?

Or have you walked in the recesses of
the deep?

17Have the gates of death been revealed to
you?

Or have you seen the gates of the
shadow of death?

18Have you comprehended the earth in its
width?

Declare, if you know it all.

19 “What is theway to the dwelling of light?
As for darkness, where is its place,

20 that you should take it to its bound,
that you should discern the paths to its
house?
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21 Surely you know, for you were born
then,

and the number of your days is great!
22Have you entered the storehouses of the

snow,
or have you seen the storehouses of
the hail,

23which I have reserved against the time
of trouble,

against the day of battle and war?
24Bywhatway is the lightning distributed,

or the east wind scattered on the
earth?

25 Who has cut a channel for the flood
water,

or the path for the thunderstorm,
26 to cause it to rain on a land where there

is noman,
on thewilderness, inwhich there is no
man,

27 to satisfy thewaste and desolate ground,
to cause the tender grass to grow?

28Does the rain have a father?
Or who fathers the drops of dew?

29Whose womb did the ice come out of?
Who has given birth to the gray frost
of the sky?

30The waters become hard like stone,
when the surface of the deep is frozen.

31 “Can youbind the cluster of the Pleiades,
or loosen the cords of Orion?

32 Can you lead the constellations out in
their season?

Or can you guide the Bear with her
cubs?

33Do you know the laws of the heavens?
Can you establish its dominion over
the earth?

34 “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds,
that abundance of waters may cover
you?

35 Can you send out lightnings, that they
may go?

Do they report to you, ‘Here we are’?
36 Who has put wisdom in the inward

parts?
Or who has given understanding to
themind?

37Who can count the clouds by wisdom?

Orwho can pour out the containers of
the sky,

38when the dust runs into amass,
and the clods of earth stick together?

39 “Can you hunt the prey for the lioness,
or satisfy the appetite of the young
lions,

40when they crouch in their dens,
and lie in wait in the thicket?

41Who provides for the raven his prey,
when his young ones cry to God,
and wander for lack of food?

39
1 “Do you know the time when the moun-

tain goats give birth?
Do you watch when the doe bears
fawns?

2 Can you count the months that they ful-
fill?

Or do you know the time when they
give birth?

3 They bow themselves. They bear their
young.

They end their labor pains.
4Their young ones become strong.

They grow up in the open field.
They go out, and don’t return again.

5 “Who has set the wild donkey free?
Or who has loosened the bonds of the
swift donkey,

6whose home I havemade thewilderness,
and the salt land his dwelling place?

7He scorns the tumult of the city,
neither does he hear the shouting of
the driver.

8The rangeof themountains is his pasture.
He searches after every green thing.

9 “Will thewild ox be content to serve you?
Orwill he staybyyour feeding trough?

10 Can you hold the wild ox in the furrow
with his harness?

Or will he till the valleys after you?
11Will you trust him, because his strength

is great?
Or will you leave to him your labor?

12 Will you confide in him, that he will
bring home your seed,
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and gather the grain of your threshing
floor?

13 “The wings of the ostrich wave proudly,
but are they the feathers and plumage
of love?

14For she leaves her eggs on the earth,
warms them in the dust,

15and forgets that the footmaycrush them,
or that the wild animal may trample
them.

16 She deals harshly with her young ones,
as if they were not hers.

Though her labor is in vain, she is
without fear,

17 because God has deprived her of wis-
dom,

neither has he imparted to her under-
standing.

18When she lifts up herself on high,
she scorns the horse and his rider.

19 “Have you given the horse might?
Have you clothedhis neckwith a quiv-
eringmane?

20Have youmade him to leap as a locust?
The glory of his snorting is awesome.

21He paws in the valley, and rejoices in his
strength.

He goes out to meet the armedmen.
22Hemocks at fear, and is not dismayed,

neither does he turn back from the
sword.

23The quiver rattles against him,
the flashing spear and the javelin.

24 He eats up the ground with fierceness
and rage,

neither does he stand still at the sound
of the trumpet.

25Asoftenas the trumpet soundshe snorts,
‘Aha!’

He smells the battle afar off,
the thunder of the captains, and the
shouting.

26 “Is it by your wisdom that the hawk
soars,

and stretches her wings toward the
south?

27 Is it at your command that the eagle
mounts up,

andmakes his nest on high?

28 On the cliff he dwells and makes his
home,

on the point of the cliff and the
stronghold.

29From there he spies out the prey.
His eyes see it afar off.

30His young ones also suck up blood.
Where the slain are, there he is.”

40
1Moreover Yahweh answered Job,

2 “Shall he who argues contend with the
Almighty?

He who argues with God, let him an-
swer it.”

3Then Job answered Yahweh,
4 “Behold, I am of small account. Whatwill

I answer you?
I laymy hand onmymouth.

5 I have spokenonce, and Iwill not answer;
Yes, twice, but I will proceed no fur-
ther.”

6 Then Yahweh answered Job out of the
whirlwind:
7 “Now brace yourself like aman.

I will question you, and you will an-
swerme.

8Will you even annul my judgment?
Will you condemn me, that you may
be justified?

9Or do you have an arm like God?
Canyou thunderwithavoice likehim?

10 “Now deck yourself with excellency and
dignity.

Array yourself with honor and
majesty.

11Pour out the fury of your anger.
Look at everyone who is proud, and
bring him low.

12 Look at everyone who is proud, and
humble him.

Crush the wicked in their place.
13Hide them in the dust together.

Bind their faces in the hidden place.
14Then I will also admit to you

that your own right hand can save
you.
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15 “See now behemoth, which I made as
well as you.

He eats grass as an ox.
16Look now, his strength is in his thighs.

His force is in themuscles of his belly.
17Hemoves his tail like a cedar.

The sinews of his thighs are knit to-
gether.

18His bones are like tubes of bronze.
His limbs are like bars of iron.

19He is the chief of the ways of God.
He who made him gives him his
sword.

20 Surely the mountains produce food for
him,

where all the animals of the field play.
21He lies under the lotus trees,

in the covert of the reed, and the
marsh.

22The lotuses cover himwith their shade.
The willows of the brook surround
him.

23 Behold, if a river overflows, he doesn’t
tremble.

He is confident, though the Jordan
swells even to his mouth.

24 Shall any take him when he is on the
watch,

or pierce through his nose with a
snare?

41
1 “Can you draw out Leviathan†with a fish

hook,
or press down his tongue with a cord?

2Can you put a rope into his nose,
or pierce his jaw throughwith a hook?

3Will hemakemany petitions to you,
or will he speak soft words to you?

4Will hemake a covenant with you,
that you should take him for a servant
forever?

5Will you play with him as with a bird?
Or will you bind him for your girls?

6Will traders barter for him?
Will they part him among the mer-
chants?

7Can you fill his skin with barbed irons,
or his head with fish spears?

8Lay your hand on him.

Remember the battle, and do so no
more.

9Behold, the hope of him is in vain.
Won’t one be cast down even at the
sight of him?

10None is so fierce that he dare stir himup.
Who then is he who can stand before
me?

11Who has first given to me, that I should
repay him?

Everythingunder theheavens ismine.

12 “I will not keep silence concerning his
limbs,

norhismighty strength, norhis goodly
frame.

13Who can strip off his outer garment?
Whowill comewithin his jaws?

14Who can open the doors of his face?
Around his teeth is terror.

15 Strong scales are his pride,
shut up together with a close seal.

16One is so near to another,
that no air can come between them.

17They are joined to one another.
They stick together, so that they can’t
be pulled apart.

18His sneezing flashes out light.
His eyes are like the eyelids of the
morning.

19Out of his mouth go burning torches.
Sparks of fire leap out.

20Out of his nostrils a smoke goes,
as of a boiling pot over a fire of reeds.

21His breath kindles coals.
A flame goes out of his mouth.

22There is strength in his neck.
Terror dances before him.

23 The flakes of his flesh are joined to-
gether.

They are firm on him.
They can’t be moved.

24His heart is as firm as a stone,
yes, firm as the lowermillstone.

25 When he raises himself up, the mighty
are afraid.

They retreat before his thrashing.
26 If oneattackshimwith the sword, it can’t

prevail;
† 41:1 Leviathan is a name for a crocodile or similar creature.
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nor the spear, the dart, nor the pointed
shaft.

27He counts iron as straw,
and bronze as rotten wood.

28The arrow can’t make him flee.
Sling stones are like chaff to him.

29Clubs are counted as stubble.
He laughs at the rushing of the javelin.

30His undersides are like sharp potsherds,
leaving a trail in themud like a thresh-
ing sledge.

31Hemakes the deep to boil like a pot.
He makes the sea like a pot of oint-
ment.

32Hemakes a path shine after him.
One would think the deep had white
hair.

33On earth there is not his equal,
that is made without fear.

34He sees everything that is high.
He is king over all the sons of pride.”

42
1Then Job answered Yahweh:

2 “I know that you can do all things,
and that no purpose of yours can be
restrained.

3You asked, ‘Who is thiswhohides counsel
without knowledge?’

therefore I have uttered that which I
didn’t understand,

things too wonderful for me, which I
didn’t know.

4You said, ‘Listen, now, and I will speak;
I will question you, and you will an-
swerme.’

5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the
ear,

but nowmy eye sees you.
6Therefore I abhormyself,

and repent in dust and ashes.”
7 Itwas so, that after Yahwehhad spoken

thesewords to Job, Yahweh said to Eliphaz
theTemanite, “Mywrath is kindledagainst
you, and against your two friends; for you
have not spoken of me the thing that is
right, as my servant Job has.

8 Now therefore, take to yourselves
seven bulls and seven rams, and go to my
servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a

burnt offering; and my servant Job shall
pray for you, for I will accept him, that I
not deal with you according to your folly.
For you have not spoken of me the thing
that is right, as my servant Job has.”

9So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went
and did what Yahweh commanded them,
and Yahweh accepted Job.

10 Yahweh restored Job’s prosperity
when he prayed for his friends. Yahweh
gave Job twice as much as he had before.

11 Then all his brothers, all his sisters,
and all thosewho had been of his acquain-
tance before, came to him and ate bread
with him in his house. They comforted
him, and consoled him concerning all the
evil that Yahweh had brought on him. Ev-
eryone also gave him a piece of money,†
and everyone a ring of gold.

12SoYahwehblessed the latter endof Job
more than his beginning. He had fourteen
thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one
thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand
female donkeys.

13 He had also seven sons and three
daughters.

14 He called the name of the first,
Jemimah; and the name of the second,
Keziah; and the name of the third, Keren
Happuch.

15 In all the land were no women found
so beautiful as the daughters of Job. Their
father gave them an inheritance among
their brothers.

16After this Job lived one hundred forty
years, and sawhis sons, and his sons’ sons,
to four generations.

17 So Job died, being old and full of days.

† 42:11 literally, kesitah, a unit of money, probably silver
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The Psalms
BOOK 1

1
1 Blessed is the man who doesn’t walk in

the counsel of the wicked,
nor stand on the path of sinners,
nor sit in the seat of scoffers;

2but his delight is in Yahweh’s† law.
Onhis lawhemeditates day andnight.

3 He will be like a tree planted by the
streams of water,

that produces its fruit in its season,
whose leaf also does not wither.
Whatever he does shall prosper.

4The wicked are not so,
but are like the chaff which the wind
drives away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand in
the judgment,

nor sinners in the congregation of the
righteous.

6 For Yahweh knows the way of the righ-
teous,

but theway of thewicked shall perish.

2
1Why do the nations rage,

and the peoples plot a vain thing?
2The kings of the earth take a stand,

and the rulers take counsel together,
against Yahweh, and against his
Anointed,† saying,

3 “Let’s break their bonds apart,
and cast their cords from us.”

4Hewho sits in the heavens will laugh.
The Lord‡will have them in derision.

5Then he will speak to them in his anger,
and terrify them in his wrath:

6 “Yet I have set my King on my holy hill of
Zion.”

7 I will tell of the decree:
Yahweh said to me, “You aremy son.

Today I have become your father.
8Ask of me, and I will give the nations for

your inheritance,

the uttermost parts of the earth for
your possession.

9You shall break themwith a rod of iron.
You shall dash them in pieces like a
potter’s vessel.”

10Now therefore be wise, you kings.
Be instructed, you judges of the earth.

11 Serve Yahwehwith fear,
and rejoice with trembling.

12Give sincere homage to the Son,§ lest he
be angry, and youperish on theway,

for his wrath will soon be kindled.
Blessed are all those who take refuge
in him.

3
APsalmbyDavid,whenhefled fromAbsa-
lom his son.
1 Yahweh, how my adversaries have in-

creased!
Many are those who rise up against
me.

2Many there are who say of my soul,
“There is no help for him in God.”†

Selah.
3But you, Yahweh, are a shield aroundme,

my glory, and the one who lifts up my
head.

4 I cry to Yahwehwithmy voice,
and he answersme out of his holy hill.

Selah.
5 I laid myself down and slept.

I awakened, for Yahweh sustains me.
6 I will not be afraid of tens of thousands of

people
who have set themselves against me
on every side.

7Arise, Yahweh!
Saveme, my God!

For you have struck all of my enemies on
the cheek bone.

You have broken the teeth of the
wicked.

8 Salvation belongs to Yahweh.
May your blessing be on your people.

Selah.

4
For the Chief Musician; on stringed instru-
ments. A Psalm by David.

† 1:2 “Yahweh” is God’s properName, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. † 2:2Theword
“Anointed” is the sameas theword for “Messiah”or “Christ” ‡ 2:4Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” § 2:12
or, Kiss the son † 3:2 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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1 Answer me when I call, God of my righ-
teousness.

Give me relief frommy distress.
Have mercy on me, and hear my
prayer.

2You sons of men, how long shall my glory
be turned into dishonor?

Will you love vanity and seek after
falsehood?

Selah.
3 But know that Yahweh has set apart for

himself himwho is godly;
Yahwehwill hear when I call to him.

4 Stand in awe, and don’t sin.
Search your own heart on your bed,
and be still.

Selah.
5Offer the sacrifices of righteousness.

Put your trust in Yahweh.
6Many say, “Whowill show us any good?”

Yahweh, let the light of your face shine
on us.

7You have put gladness in my heart,
more than when their grain and their
newwine are increased.

8 In peace I will both lay myself down and
sleep,

for you alone, Yahweh, make me live
in safety.

5
For the Chief Musician, with the flutes. A
Psalm by David.
1Give ear to mywords, Yahweh.

Consider mymeditation.
2Listen to the voice ofmy cry, myKing and

my God,
for I pray to you.

3Yahweh, in themorning youwill hearmy
voice.

In the morning I will lay my requests
before you, and will watch expec-
tantly.

4For youarenot aGodwhohaspleasure in
wickedness.

Evil can’t live with you.
5The arrogant will not stand in your sight.

You hate all workers of iniquity.
6Youwill destroy those who speak lies.

Yahweh abhors the bloodthirsty and
deceitful man.

7 But as for me, in the abundance of your
loving kindness I will come into
your house.

I will bow toward your holy temple in
reverence of you.

8 Lead me, Yahweh, in your righteousness
because of my enemies.

Make your way straight before my
face.

9 For there is no faithfulness in their
mouth.

Their heart is destruction.
Their throat is an open tomb.
They flatter with their tongue.

10Hold them guilty, God.
Let them fall by their own counsels.

Thrust them out in the multitude of their
transgressions,

for they have rebelled against you.
11 But let all those who take refuge in you

rejoice.
Let themalways shout for joy, because
you defend them.

Let them also who love your name be joy-
ful in you.

12For you will bless the righteous.
Yahweh, youwill surroundhimwith favor

as with a shield.

6
For the Chief Musician; on stringed instru-
ments, upon the eight-stringed lyre. A
Psalm by David.
1Yahweh, don’t rebukeme in your anger,

neither discipline me in your wrath.
2 Have mercy on me, Yahweh, for I am

faint.
Yahweh, heal me, for my bones are
troubled.

3My soul is also in great anguish.
But you, Yahweh—how long?

4Return, Yahweh. Deliver my soul,
and saveme for your loving kindness’
sake.

5For in death there is nomemory of you.
In Sheol,†who shall give you thanks?

6 I amweary withmy groaning.
Every night I floodmy bed.
I drenchmy couch withmy tears.

7My eye wastes away because of grief.
† 6:5 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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It grows old because of all my adver-
saries.

8Depart from me, all you workers of iniq-
uity,

for Yahweh has heard the voice of my
weeping.

9Yahweh has heardmy supplication.
Yahweh accepts my prayer.

10 May all my enemies be ashamed and
dismayed.

They shall turn back, they shall be
disgraced suddenly.

7
A meditation by David, which he sang to
Yahweh, concerning thewordsofCush, the
Benjamite.
1Yahweh, my God, I take refuge in you.

Save me from all those who pursue
me, and deliver me,

2 lest they tear apart my soul like a lion,
ripping it in pieces, while there is no
one to deliver.

3Yahweh, my God, if I have done this,
if there is iniquity in my hands,

4 if I have rewarded evil to himwhowas at
peace withme

(yes, I have plundered him who with-
out cause wasmy adversary),

5 let the enemy pursue my soul, and
overtake it;

yes, let him treadmy lifedown to theearth,
and laymy glory in the dust.

Selah.
6Arise, Yahweh, in your anger.

Lift up yourself against the rage of my
adversaries.

Awake forme. Youhave commanded judg-
ment.

7 Let the congregation of the peoples
surround you.

Rule over them on high.
8Yahwehadministers judgment to thepeo-

ples.
Judge me, Yahweh, according to my
righteousness,

and to my integrity that is in me.

9Oh let thewickedness of thewicked come
to an end,

but establish the righteous;
their minds and hearts are searched
by the righteous God.

10My shield is with God,
who saves the upright in heart.

11God is a righteous judge,
yes, a God who has indignation every
day.

12 If a man doesn’t repent, he will sharpen
his sword;

he has bent and strung his bow.
13 He has also prepared for himself the

instruments of death.
Hemakes ready his flaming arrows.

14Behold,† he travails with iniquity.
Yes, he has conceivedmischief,
and brought out falsehood.

15He has dug a hole,
and has fallen into the pit which he
made.

16The trouble he causes shall return to his
own head.

His violence shall come down on the
crown of his own head.

17 Iwill give thanks toYahwehaccording to
his righteousness,

and will sing praise to the name of
YahwehMost High.

8
For the Chief Musician; on an instrument
of Gath. A Psalm by David.
1 Yahweh, our Lord, how majestic is your

name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the
heavens!

2 From the lips of babes and infants you
have established strength,

because of your adversaries, that you
might silence the enemy and the
avenger.

3When I consider your heavens, the work
of your fingers,

the moon and the stars, which you
have ordained,

4what is man, that you think of him?
† 7:14 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
† 8:5 Hebrew: Elohim. The word Elohim, used here, usually means “God”, but can also mean “gods”, “princes”, or
“angels”. The Septuagint reads “angels” here. See also the quote from the Septuagint in Hebrews 2:7.
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What is the son of man, that you care
for him?

5For youhavemadehima little lower than
the angels,†

and crowned him with glory and
honor.

6 You make him ruler over the works of
your hands.

You have put all things under his feet:
7All sheep and cattle,

yes, and the animals of the field,
8 the birds of the sky, thefishof the sea,
and whatever passes through the
paths of the seas.

9Yahweh, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the
earth!

9
For the Chief Musician. Set to “The Death
of the Son.” A Psalm by David.
1 I will give thanks to Yahweh with my

whole heart.
I will tell of all yourmarvelous works.

2 I will be glad and rejoice in you.
I will sing praise to your name, OMost
High.

3Whenmy enemies turn back,
they stumble and perish in your pres-
ence.

4For you havemaintainedmy just cause.
You sit on the throne judging righ-
teously.

5You have rebuked the nations.
You have destroyed the wicked.
You have blotted out their name for-
ever and ever.

6The enemy is overtaken by endless ruin.
The very memory of the cities which
you have overthrown has perished.

7But Yahweh reigns forever.
He has prepared his throne for judg-
ment.

8Hewill judge the world in righteousness.
He will administer judgment to the
peoples in uprightness.

9 Yahweh will also be a high tower for the
oppressed;

a high tower in times of trouble.
10 Those who know your name will put

their trust in you,

for you, Yahweh, have not forsaken
those who seek you.

11 Sing praises to Yahweh, who dwells in
Zion,

anddeclare among thepeoplewhathe
has done.

12 For he who avenges blood remembers
them.

He doesn’t forget the cry of the af-
flicted.

13Havemercy onme, Yahweh.
See my affliction by those who hate
me,

and lift me up from the gates of death,
14 that I may show all of your praise.
I will rejoice in your salvation in the
gates of the daughter of Zion.

15 The nations have sunk down in the pit
that theymade.

In the net which they hid, their own
foot is taken.

16Yahweh hasmade himself known.
He has executed judgment.
The wicked is snared by the work of
his own hands.

Meditation. Selah.
17 The wicked shall be turned back to

Sheol,†
even all the nations that forget God.

18For the needy shall not always be forgot-
ten,

nor the hope of the poor perish for-
ever.

19Arise, Yahweh! Don’t let man prevail.
Let thenationsbe judged inyour sight.

20Put them in fear, Yahweh.
Let the nations know that they are
only men.

Selah.

10
1Why do you stand far off, Yahweh?

Why do you hide yourself in times of
trouble?

2 In arrogance, the wicked hunt down the
weak.

They are caught in the schemes that
they devise.

3 For the wicked boasts of his heart’s crav-
ings.

He blesses the greedy and condemns
Yahweh.

4The wicked, in the pride of his face,
† 9:17 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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has no room in his thoughts for God.
5His ways are prosperous at all times.

He is arrogant, and your laws are far
from his sight.

As for all his adversaries, he sneers at
them.

6 He says in his heart, “I shall not be
shaken.

For generations I shall have no trou-
ble.”

7 His mouth is full of cursing, deceit, and
oppression.

Under his tongue is mischief and iniq-
uity.

8He lies in wait near the villages.
Fromambushes, hemurders the inno-
cent.

His eyes are secretly set against the help-
less.

9He lurks in secret as a lion in his ambush.
He lies in wait to catch the helpless.
He catches the helpless when he
draws him in his net.

10The helpless are crushed.
They collapse.
They fall under his strength.

11He says in his heart, “God has forgotten.
He hides his face.
He will never see it.”

12Arise, Yahweh!
God, lift up your hand!
Don’t forget the helpless.

13 Why does the wicked person condemn
God,

and say in his heart, “God won’t call
me into account”?

14But you do see trouble and grief.
You consider it to take it into your
hand.

You help the victim and the fatherless.
15Break the arm of the wicked.

As for the evil man, seek out his
wickedness until you find none.

16Yahweh is King forever and ever!
The nationswill perish out of his land.

17Yahweh, youhaveheard thedesireof the
humble.

You will prepare their heart.
You will cause your ear to hear,
18 to judge the fatherless and the op-
pressed,

that man who is of the earth may ter-
rify nomore.

11
For the Chief Musician. By David.
1 In Yahweh, I take refuge.

How can you say to my soul, “Flee as a
bird to yourmountain”?

2For, behold, the wicked bend their bows.
They set their arrows on the strings,
that theymay shoot in darkness at the
upright in heart.

3 If the foundations are destroyed,
what can the righteous do?

4Yahweh is in his holy temple.
Yahweh is on his throne in heaven.

His eyes observe.
His eyes examine the children ofmen.

5Yahweh examines the righteous,
but his soul hates the wicked and him
who loves violence.

6On the wicked he will rain blazing coals;
fire, sulfur, and scorching wind shall
be the portion of their cup.

7For Yahweh is righteous.
He loves righteousness.
The upright shall see his face.

12
For the Chief Musician; upon an eight-
stringed lyre. A Psalm of David.
1Help, Yahweh; for the godly man ceases.

For the faithful fail from among the
children of men.

2Everyone lies to his neighbor.
They speak with flattering lips, and
with a double heart.

3May Yahweh cut off all flattering lips,
and the tongue that boasts,

4who have said, “With our tongue we will
prevail.

Our lips are our own.
Who is lord over us?”

5 “Because of the oppression of the weak
and because of the groaning of the
needy,

I will now arise,” says Yahweh;
“I will set him in safety from those who

malign him.”
6Yahweh’s words are flawless words,

as silver refined in a clay furnace, pu-
rified seven times.
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7Youwill keep them, Yahweh.
You will preserve them from this gen-
eration forever.

8The wicked walk on every side,
whenwhat is vile is exalted among the
sons of men.

13
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1How long, Yahweh?

Will you forget me forever?
How longwill you hide your face from
me?

2How long shall I take counsel in my soul,
having sorrow inmy heart every day?
How long shall my enemy triumph
over me?

3Behold, andanswerme, Yahweh,myGod.
Give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in
death;

4 lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed
against him;”

lestmy adversaries rejoicewhen I fall.

5But I trust in your loving kindness.
My heart rejoices in your salvation.

6 I will sing to Yahweh,
because he has been good tome.

14
For the Chief Musician. By David.
1The fool has said in his heart, “There is no

God.”
They are corrupt.
They have done abominable deeds.
There is no one who does good.

2Yahweh lookeddown fromheavenon the
children of men,

to see if there were any who under-
stood,

who sought after God.
3They have all gone aside.

They have together become corrupt.
There is no onewhodoes good, no, not
one.

4 Have all the workers of iniquity no
knowledge,

who eat up my people as they eat
bread,

and don’t call on Yahweh?
5There they were in great fear,

forGod is in the generation of the righ-
teous.

6You frustrate the plan of the poor,
because Yahweh is his refuge.

7 Oh that the salvation of Israel would
come out of Zion!

WhenYahweh restores the fortunes of
his people,

then Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel
shall be glad.

15
A Psalm by David.
1 Yahweh, who shall dwell in your sanctu-

ary?
Who shall live on your holy hill?

2Hewhowalks blamelessly and doeswhat
is right,

and speaks truth in his heart;
3he who doesn’t slander with his tongue,

nor does evil to his friend,
nor casts slurs against his fellowman;

4 in whose eyes a vile man is despised,
but who honors those who fear Yah-
weh;

he who keeps an oath even when it
hurts, and doesn’t change;

5 he who doesn’t lend out his money for
usury,

nor take a bribe against the innocent.

He who does these things shall never be
shaken.

16
A Poem by David.
1Preserveme, God, for I take refuge in you.
2My soul, you have said to Yahweh, “You

aremy Lord.
Apart from you I have no good thing.”

3As for the saints who are in the earth,
they are the excellent ones inwhom is
all my delight.

4 Their sorrows shall be multiplied who
give gifts to another god.

Their drink offerings of blood I will
not offer,

nor take their names onmy lips.
5Yahwehassignedmyportion andmy cup.

Youmademy lot secure.

6 The lines have fallen to me in pleasant
places.
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Yes, I have a good inheritance.
7 I will bless Yahweh, who has given me

counsel.
Yes, my heart instructsme in the night
seasons.

8 I have set Yahweh always before me.
Because he is at my right hand, I shall
not bemoved.

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my
tongue rejoices.

My body shall also dwell in safety.
10For you will not leavemy soul in Sheol,†

neitherwill youallowyourholy one to
see corruption.

11Youwill showme the path of life.
In your presence is fullness of joy.

In your right hand there are pleasures for-
ever more.

17
A Prayer by David.
1Hear, Yahweh, my righteous plea.

Give ear to my prayer that doesn’t go
out of deceitful lips.

2 Let my sentence come out of your pres-
ence.

Let your eyes look on equity.
3You have provedmy heart.

You have visitedme in the night.
You have triedme, and found nothing.
I have resolved that my mouth shall
not disobey.

4 As for the deeds of men, by the word of
your lips,

Ihavekeptmyself fromthewaysof the
violent.

5My steps have held fast to your paths.
My feet have not slipped.

6 I have called on you, for you will answer
me, God.

Turn your ear to me.
Hear my speech.

7 Show yourmarvelous loving kindness,
you who save those who take refuge
by your right hand from their ene-
mies.

8Keepme as the apple of your eye.
Hide me under the shadow of your
wings,

9 from the wicked who oppress me,

my deadly enemies, who surround
me.

10They close up their callous hearts.
With their mouth they speak proudly.

11 They have now surrounded us in our
steps.

They set their eyes to cast us down to
the earth.

12He is like a lion that is greedy of his prey,
as it were a young lion lurking in se-
cret places.

13Arise, Yahweh, confront him.
Cast him down.

Deliver my soul from the wicked by your
sword,

14 frommen by your hand, Yahweh,
frommen of theworld, whose portion
is in this life.

You fill the belly of your cherished ones.
Your sons have plenty,
and they store upwealth for their chil-
dren.

15 As for me, I shall see your face in righ-
teousness.

I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with
seeing your form.

18
For the Chief Musician. By David the ser-
vant of Yahweh, who spoke to Yahweh the
words of this song in the day that Yahweh
delivered him from the hand of all his
enemies, and from the hand of Saul. He
said,
1 I love you, Yahweh, my strength.
2 Yahweh is my rock, my fortress, and my

deliverer;
my God, my rock, in whom I take
refuge;

my shield, and the horn of my salva-
tion, my high tower.

3 I call on Yahweh, who is worthy to be
praised;

and I am saved frommy enemies.
4The cords of death surroundedme.

The floods of ungodliness made me
afraid.

5The cords of Sheol†were aroundme.
The snares of death came onme.

6 In my distress I called on Yahweh,
and cried to my God.

He heardmy voice out of his temple.
† 16:10 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 18:5 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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My cry before him came into his ears.
7Then the earth shook and trembled.

The foundations also of themountains
quaked andwere shaken,

because he was angry.
8 Smoke went out of his nostrils.

Consumingfire cameout of hismouth.
Coals were kindled by it.

9 He bowed the heavens also, and came
down.

Thick darkness was under his feet.
10He rode on a cherub, and flew.

Yes, he soared on the wings of the
wind.

11He made darkness his hiding place, his
pavilion around him,

darkness of waters, thick clouds of the
skies.

12 At the brightness before him his thick
clouds passed,

hailstones and coals of fire.
13Yahweh also thundered in the sky.

TheMost High uttered his voice:
hailstones and coals of fire.

14 He sent out his arrows, and scattered
them.

He routed them with great lightning
bolts.

15Then the channels of waters appeared.
The foundations of the world were
laid bare at your rebuke, Yahweh,

at the blast of the breath of your nos-
trils.

16He sent from on high.
He tookme.
He drewme out of manywaters.

17He deliveredme frommy strong enemy,
from those who hated me; for they
were toomighty for me.

18 They came on me in the day of my
calamity,

but Yahwehwasmy support.
19Hebroughtmeoutalso intoa largeplace.

Hedeliveredme, becausehedelighted
inme.

20 Yahweh has rewarded me according to
my righteousness.

According to the cleanness of my
hands, he has recompensedme.

21For I have kept the ways of Yahweh,
and have not wickedly departed from
my God.

22For all his ordinances were before me.

I didn’t put away his statutes fromme.
23 I was also blameless with him.

I kept myself frommy iniquity.
24Therefore Yahweh has rewarded me ac-

cording to my righteousness,
according to the cleanness of my
hands in his eyesight.

25With themerciful youwill showyourself
merciful.

With the perfect man, you will show
yourself perfect.

26 With the pure, you will show yourself
pure.

With the crooked you will show your-
self shrewd.

27For you will save the afflicted people,
but the arrogant eyes you will bring
down.

28For you will light my lamp, Yahweh.
My Godwill light upmy darkness.

29For by you, I advance through a troop.
Bymy God, I leap over a wall.

30As for God, his way is perfect.
Yahweh’s word is tried.
He is a shield to all those who take
refuge in him.

31For who is God, except Yahweh?
Who is a rock, besides our God,
32 theGodwho armsmewith strength,
andmakes myway perfect?

33Hemakes my feet like deer’s feet,
and sets me onmy high places.

34He teaches my hands to war,
so thatmy armsbend a bowof bronze.

35Youhavealsogivenme the shieldof your
salvation.

Your right hand sustains me.
Your gentleness has mademe great.

36You have enlargedmy steps under me,
My feet have not slipped.

37 I will pursue my enemies, and overtake
them.

I won’t turn away until they are con-
sumed.

38 I will strike them through, so that they
will not be able to rise.

They shall fall under my feet.
39For you have armedmewith strength to

the battle.
You have subdued under me those
who rose up against me.



Psalms 18:40 563 Psalms 20:2

40 You have also made my enemies turn
their backs to me,

that Imight cut off thosewho hateme.
41They cried, but therewas no one to save;

even to Yahweh, but he didn’t answer
them.

42Then Ibeat themsmall as thedust before
the wind.

I cast them out as the mire of the
streets.

43 You have delivered me from the striv-
ings of the people.

You have made me the head of the
nations.

A people whom I have not known shall
serveme.

44As soon as theyhear ofme they shall
obeyme.

The foreigners shall submit them-
selves to me.

45The foreigners shall fade away,
and shall come trembling out of their
strongholds.

46Yahweh lives! Blessed bemy rock.
Exalted be the God of my salvation,

47 even the God who executes vengeance
for me,

and subdues peoples under me.
48He rescues me frommy enemies.

Yes, you lift me up above those who
rise up against me.

You deliver me from the violent man.
49Therefore I will give thanks to you, Yah-

weh, among the nations,
and will sing praises to your name.

50He gives great deliverance to his king,
and shows loving kindness to his
anointed,

to David and to his offspring,‡ forever
more.

19
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1The heavens declare the glory of God.

The expanse shows his handiwork.
2Day after day they pour out speech,

and night after night they display
knowledge.

3There is no speech nor language
where their voice is not heard.

4 Their voice has gone out through all the
earth,

their words to the end of the world.
In them he has set a tent for the sun,

5which is as a bridegroom coming out
of his room,

like a strong man rejoicing to run his
course.

6His going out is from the end of the heav-
ens,

his circuit to its ends.
There is nothing hidden from its heat.

7 Yahweh’s law is perfect, restoring the
soul.

Yahweh’s covenant is sure, making
wise the simple.

8Yahweh’s precepts are right, rejoicing the
heart.

Yahweh’s commandment is pure, en-
lightening the eyes.

9 The fear of Yahweh is clean, enduring
forever.

Yahweh’s ordinances are true, and
righteous altogether.

10 They are more to be desired than gold,
yes, thanmuch fine gold,

sweeter also than honey and the ex-
tract of the honeycomb.

11 Moreover your servant is warned by
them.

In keeping them there is great reward.
12Who can discern his errors?

Forgive me from hidden errors.

13 Keep back your servant also from pre-
sumptuous sins.

Let them not have dominion over me.
Then I will be upright.

I will be blameless and innocent of
great transgression.

14Let thewords ofmymouth and themed-
itation of my heart

be acceptable in your sight,
Yahweh, my rock, andmy redeemer.

20
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1 May Yahweh answer you in the day of

trouble.
May the name of the God of Jacob set
you up on high,

2 send you help from the sanctuary,
grant you support from Zion,

‡ 18:50 or, seed
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3 remember all your offerings,
and accept your burned sacrifice.

Selah.
4May he grant you your heart’s desire,

and fulfill all your counsel.
5Wewill triumph in your salvation.

In the name of our God, we will set up
our banners.

May Yahweh grant all your requests.
6 Now I know that Yahweh saves his

anointed.
He will answer him from his holy
heaven,

with the saving strength of his right
hand.

7 Some trust in chariots, and some in
horses,

but we trust in the name of Yahweh
our God.

8They are bowed down and fallen,
but we rise up, and stand upright.

9 Save, Yahweh!
Let the King answer us whenwe call!

21
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1 The king rejoices in your strength, Yah-

weh!
How greatly he rejoices in your salva-
tion!

2You have given him his heart’s desire,
and have not withheld the request of
his lips.

Selah.
3 For you meet him with the blessings of

goodness.
You set a crown of fine gold on his
head.

4 He asked life of you and you gave it to
him,

even length of days forever and ever.
5His glory is great in your salvation.

You lay honor andmajesty on him.
6For youmake himmost blessed forever.

You make him glad with joy in your
presence.

7For the king trusts in Yahweh.
Through the loving kindness of the
Most High, he shall not bemoved.

8 Your hand will find out all of your ene-
mies.

Your right hand will find out those
who hate you.

9 You will make them as a fiery furnace in
the time of your anger.

Yahweh will swallow them up in his
wrath.

The fire shall devour them.
10You will destroy their descendants from

the earth,
their posterity from among the chil-
dren of men.

11For they intended evil against you.
They plotted evil against you which
cannot succeed.

12For you will make them turn their back,
when you aim drawn bows at their
face.

13Be exalted, Yahweh, in your strength,
so wewill sing and praise your power.

22
For the Chief Musician; set to “The Doe of
the Morning.” A Psalm by David.
1My God, my God, why have you forsaken

me?
Why are you so far from helping me,
and from thewordsofmygroaning?

2MyGod, I cry in thedaytime, butyoudon’t
answer;

in the night season, and am not silent.
3But you are holy,

you who inhabit the praises of Israel.
4Our fathers trusted in you.

They trusted, and you delivered them.
5They cried to you, and were delivered.

They trusted in you, and were not dis-
appointed.

6But I am aworm, and noman;
a reproach of men, and despised by
the people.

7All those who seememockme.
They insult me with their lips. They
shake their heads, saying,

8 “He trusts in Yahweh.
Let him deliver him.
Let him rescue him, since he delights
in him.”

9But you brought me out of the womb.
You made me trust while at my
mother’s breasts.

10 I was thrown on you from my mother’s
womb.

You aremy God sincemymother bore
me.

11Don’t be far fromme, for trouble is near.
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For there is no one to help.
12Many bulls have surroundedme.

Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled
me.

13 They open their mouths wide against
me,

lions tearing prey and roaring.
14 I am poured out like water.

All my bones are out of joint.
My heart is like wax.

It is melted withinme.
15My strength is dried up like a potsherd.

My tongue sticks to the roof of my
mouth.

You have brought me into the dust of
death.

16For dogs have surroundedme.
A company of evildoers have enclosed
me.

Theyhavepiercedmyhands and feet.†
17 I can count all of my bones.
They look and stare at me.
18They dividemy garments among them.

They cast lots for my clothing.
19But don’t be far off, Yahweh.

You aremy help. Hurry to help me!
20Deliver my soul from the sword,

my precious life from the power of the
dog.

21 Saveme from the lion’s mouth!
Yes, you have rescued me from the
horns of the wild oxen.

22 I will declare your name tomy brothers.
Among the assembly, I will praise you.

23Youwho fear Yahweh, praise him!
All you descendants of Jacob, glorify
him!

Stand in awe of him, all you descen-
dants of Israel!

24Forhehasnotdespisednorabhorred the
affliction of the afflicted,

neither has he hidden his face from
him;

but when he cried to him, he heard.
25 My praise of you comes in the great

assembly.
I will pay my vows before those who
fear him.

26The humble shall eat and be satisfied.

They shall praise Yahweh who seek
after him.

Let your hearts live forever.
27All the ends of the earth shall remember

and turn to Yahweh.
All the relatives of the nations shall
worship before you.

28For the kingdom is Yahweh’s.
He is the ruler over the nations.

29All the richonesof theearth shall eat and
worship.

All thosewhogodown to thedust shall
bow before him,

even he who can’t keep his soul alive.
30Posterity shall serve him.

Future generations shall be told about
the Lord.

31 They shall come and shall declare his
righteousness to a people that shall
be born,

for he has done it.

23
A Psalm by David.
1Yahweh is my shepherd;

I shall lack nothing.
2Hemakesme lie down in green pastures.

He leads me beside still waters.
3He restores my soul.

Heguidesme in thepathsof righteous-
ness for his name’s sake.

4Even though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil, for you are withme.
Your rod and your staff,

they comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil.

My cup runs over.
6 Surely goodness and loving kindness

shall follow me all the days of my
life,

and I will dwell in Yahweh’s house
forever.

24
A Psalm by David.
1The earth is Yahweh’s, with its fullness;

the world, and those who dwell in it.
2For he has founded it on the seas,

and established it on the floods.
† 22:16 So Dead Sea Scrolls. Masoretic Text reads, “Like a lion, they pinmy hands and feet.”
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3Whomay ascend to Yahweh’s hill?
Whomay stand in his holy place?

4Hewhohas cleanhands andapureheart;
who has not lifted up his soul to false-
hood,

and has not sworn deceitfully.
5He shall receive a blessing from Yahweh,

righteousness from the God of his sal-
vation.

6 This is the generation of those who seek
Him,

who seek your face—even Jacob.
Selah.

7Lift up your heads, you gates!
Be lifted up, you everlasting doors,
and the King of glory will come in.

8Who is the King of glory?
Yahweh strong andmighty,
Yahwehmighty in battle.

9Lift up your heads, you gates;
yes, lift them up, you everlasting
doors,

and the King of glory will come in.
10Who is this King of glory?

Yahweh of Armies is the King of glory!
Selah.

25
By David.
1To you, Yahweh, I lift upmy soul.
2My God, I have trusted in you.

Don’t let me be shamed.
Don’t let my enemies triumph over
me.

3 Yes, no one who waits for you will be
shamed.

They will be shamed who deal treach-
erously without cause.

4 Showme your ways, Yahweh.
Teachme your paths.

5Guideme in your truth, and teachme,
for you are the God of my salvation.
I wait for you all day long.

6 Yahweh, remember your tender mercies
and your loving kindness,

for they are from old times.
7Don’t remember the sins ofmyyouth, nor

my transgressions.
Remember me according to your lov-
ing kindness,

for your goodness’ sake, Yahweh.
8Good and upright is Yahweh,

therefore he will instruct sinners in
the way.

9Hewill guide the humble in justice.
He will teach the humble his way.

10All the paths of Yahweh are loving kind-
ness and truth

to such as keep his covenant and his
testimonies.

11For your name’s sake, Yahweh,
pardonmy iniquity, for it is great.

12Whatman is he who fears Yahweh?
He shall instruct him in the way that
he shall choose.

13His soul will dwell at ease.
His offspring will inherit the land.

14 The friendship of Yahweh is with those
who fear him.

He will show them his covenant.
15My eyes are ever on Yahweh,

for hewill pluckmy feet out of the net.
16Turn tome, and havemercy onme,

for I am desolate and afflicted.
17The troubles of my heart are enlarged.

Oh bringme out of my distresses.
18Consider my affliction andmy travail.

Forgive all my sins.
19Considermyenemies, for they aremany.

They hate mewith cruel hatred.
20Oh keepmy soul, and deliver me.

Let me not be disappointed, for I take
refuge in you.

21 Let integrity and uprightness preserve
me,

for I wait for you.
22God, redeem Israel

out of all his troubles.

26
By David.
1 Judge me, Yahweh, for I have walked in

my integrity.
I have trusted also in Yahweh without
wavering.

2Examineme, Yahweh, and proveme.
Trymy heart andmymind.

3 For your loving kindness is before my
eyes.

I have walked in your truth.
4 I have not sat with deceitful men,

neither will I go in with hypocrites.
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5 I hate the assembly of evildoers,
and will not sit with the wicked.

6 I will washmy hands in innocence,
so I will go about your altar, Yahweh,
7 that I may make the voice of thanks-
giving to be heard

and tell of all your wondrous deeds.
8 Yahweh, I love the habitation of your

house,
the place where your glory dwells.

9Don’t gather my soul with sinners,
nor my life with bloodthirsty men
10 in whose hands is wickedness;
their right hand is full of bribes.

11But as forme, I will walk inmy integrity.
Redeemme, and bemerciful to me.

12My foot stands in an even place.
In the congregations I will bless Yah-
weh.

27
By David.
1Yahweh is my light andmy salvation.

Whom shall I fear?
Yahweh is the strength of my life.

Of whom shall I be afraid?
2When evildoers came at me to eat up my

flesh,
evenmyadversaries andmyfoes, they
stumbled and fell.

3 Though an army should encamp against
me,

my heart shall not fear.
Though war should rise against me,

even then I will be confident.
4One thing I have asked of Yahweh, that I

will seek after:
that I may dwell in Yahweh’s house all
the days of my life,

to see Yahweh’s beauty,
and to inquire in his temple.

5For in the day of trouble, he will keep me
secretly in his pavilion.

In the secret placeofhis tabernacle, he
will hide me.

He will lift me up on a rock.
6Now my head will be lifted up above my

enemies aroundme.
I will offer sacrifices of joy in his tent.

I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to
Yahweh.

7Hear, Yahweh, when I cry withmy voice.
Have mercy also on me, and answer
me.

8When you said, “Seekmy face,”
my heart said to you, “I will seek your
face, Yahweh.”

9Don’t hide your face fromme.
Don’t put your servant away in anger.

You have beenmy help.
Don’t abandonme,
neither forsake me, God of my salva-
tion.

10Whenmy father andmymother forsake
me,

then Yahwehwill takeme up.
11Teachme your way, Yahweh.

Lead me in a straight path, because of
my enemies.

12Don’t deliverme over to the desire ofmy
adversaries,

for false witnesses have risen up
against me,

such as breathe out cruelty.
13 I am still confident of this:

I will see the goodness of Yahweh in
the land of the living.

14Wait for Yahweh.
Be strong, and let your heart take
courage.

Yes, wait for Yahweh.

28
By David.
1To you, Yahweh, I call.

My rock, don’t be deaf to me,
lest, if you are silent to me,
I would become like those who go
down into the pit.

2Hear the voice ofmypetitions, when I cry
to you,

when I lift up my hands toward your
Most Holy Place.

3Don’t drawme awaywith the wicked,
with the workers of iniquity who
speak peace with their neighbors,

but mischief is in their hearts.
4 Give them according to their work, and

according to thewickedness of their
doings.

Give them according to the operation
of their hands.

Bring back on them what they de-
serve.



Psalms 28:5 568 Psalms 31:1

5 Because they don’t respect the works of
Yahweh,

nor the operation of his hands,
hewill break themdownandnotbuild
them up.

6Blessed be Yahweh,
because he has heard the voice of my
petitions.

7Yahweh is my strength andmy shield.
My heart has trusted in him, and I am
helped.

Therefore my heart greatly rejoices.
Withmy song I will thank him.

8Yahweh is their strength.
He is a stronghold of salvation to his
anointed.

9 Save your people,
and bless your inheritance.

Be their shepherd also,
and bear them up forever.

29
A Psalm by David.
1 Ascribe to Yahweh, you sons of the

mighty,
ascribe to Yahweh glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to Yahweh the glory due to his
name.

Worship Yahweh in holy array.

3Yahweh’s voice is on the waters.
The God of glory thunders, even Yah-
weh onmanywaters.

4Yahweh’s voice is powerful.
Yahweh’s voice is full of majesty.

5Yahweh’s voice breaks the cedars.
Yes, Yahweh breaks in pieces the
cedars of Lebanon.

6Hemakes them also to skip like a calf;
Lebanon and Sirion like a young, wild
ox.

7 Yahweh’s voice strikes with flashes of
lightning.

8 Yahweh’s voice shakes the wilder-
ness.

Yahweh shakes the wilderness of
Kadesh.

9Yahweh’s voice makes the deer calve,
and strips the forests bare.
In his temple everything says, “Glory!”

10Yahweh sat enthroned at the Flood.
Yes, Yahweh sits as King forever.

11Yahwehwill give strength to his people.
Yahweh will bless his people with
peace.

30
A Psalm. A Song for the Dedication of the
Temple. By David.
1 I will extol you, Yahweh, for you have

raisedme up,
and have not made my foes to rejoice
over me.

2Yahwehmy God, I cried to you,
and you have healedme.

3 Yahweh, you have brought up my soul
from Sheol.†

You have kept me alive, that I should
not go down to the pit.

4 Sing praise to Yahweh, you saints of his.
Give thanks to his holy name.

5For his anger is but for amoment.
His favor is for a lifetime.

Weepingmay stay for the night,
but joy comes in themorning.

6As for me, I said inmy prosperity,
“I shall never bemoved.”

7 You, Yahweh, when you favored me,
mademymountain stand strong;

but when you hid your face, I was
troubled.

8 I cried to you, Yahweh.
I made supplication to the Lord:

9 “What profit is there inmy destruction, if
I go down to the pit?

Shall the dust praise you?
Shall it declare your truth?

10Hear, Yahweh, and havemercy onme.
Yahweh, bemy helper.”

11 You have turned my mourning into
dancing for me.

You have removed my sackcloth, and
clothedmewith gladness,

12 to the end that my heart may sing
praise to you, and not be silent.

Yahweh my God, I will give thanks to you
forever!

31
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1 In you, Yahweh, I take refuge.

† 30:3 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Let me never be disappointed.
Deliver me in your righteousness.

2Bow down your ear to me.
Deliver me speedily.

Be to me a strong rock,
a house of defense to saveme.

3For you aremy rock andmy fortress,
therefore for your name’s sake lead
me and guideme.

4Pluckmeout of thenet that theyhave laid
secretly for me,

for you aremy stronghold.
5 Into your hand I commendmy spirit.

You redeemme, Yahweh, God of truth.
6 I hate those who regard lying vanities,

but I trust in Yahweh.
7 I will be glad and rejoice in your loving

kindness,
for you have seenmy affliction.
You have known my soul in adversi-
ties.

8You have not shut me up into the hand of
the enemy.

You have set my feet in a large place.
9Have mercy on me, Yahweh, for I am in

distress.
My eye, my soul, and my body waste
away with grief.

10Formy life is spent with sorrow,
my years with sighing.

My strength fails because of my iniquity.
My bones are wasted away.

11 Because of all my adversaries I have
become utterly contemptible to my
neighbors,

a horror to my acquaintances.
Those who saw me on the street fled
fromme.

12 I am forgotten from their hearts like a
deadman.

I am like broken pottery.
13 For I have heard the slander of many,

terror on every side,
while they conspire together against
me,

they plot to take awaymy life.
14But I trust in you, Yahweh.

I said, “You aremy God.”
15My times are in your hand.

Deliver me from the hand of my ene-
mies, and from thosewho persecute
me.

16Make your face to shine on your servant.
Saveme in your loving kindness.

17Letme not be disappointed, Yahweh, for
I have called on you.

Let the wicked be disappointed.
Let them be silent in Sheol.†

18Let the lying lips bemute,
which speak against the righteous in-
solently, with pride and contempt.

19Oh how great is your goodness,
which you have laid up for those who
fear you,

which you haveworked for thosewho
take refuge in you,

before the sons of men!
20 In the shelter of your presence you will

hide them from the plotting of man.
You will keep them secretly in a
dwelling away from the strife of
tongues.

21Praise be to Yahweh,
for he has shown me his marvelous
loving kindness in a strong city.

22As forme, I said inmyhaste, “I amcut off
from before your eyes.”

Nevertheless you heard the voice of
my petitions when I cried to you.

23Oh love Yahweh, all you his saints!
Yahweh preserves the faithful,

and fully recompenses him who behaves
arrogantly.

24 Be strong, and let your heart take
courage,

all you who hope in Yahweh.

32
By David. A contemplative psalm.
1 Blessed is he whose disobedience is for-

given,
whose sin is covered.

2 Blessed is the man to whom Yahweh
doesn’t impute iniquity,

in whose spirit there is no deceit.
3 When I kept silence, my bones wasted

away through my groaning all day
long.

4 For day and night your hand was heavy
onme.

† 31:17 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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My strength was sapped in the heat of
summer.

Selah.
5 I acknowledgedmy sin to you.

I didn’t hide my iniquity.
I said, I will confess my transgressions to

Yahweh,
and you forgave the iniquity ofmy sin.

Selah.
6 For this, let everyone who is godly pray

to you in a time when you may be
found.

Surely when the great waters over-
flow, they shall not reach to him.

7You aremy hiding place.
You will preserveme from trouble.
You will surround me with songs of
deliverance.

Selah.
8 I will instruct you and teach you in the

way which you shall go.
I will counsel youwithmy eye on you.

9 Don’t be like the horse, or like the mule,
which have no understanding,

who are controlled by bit and bridle,
or else they will not come near to
you.

10Many sorrows come to the wicked,
but loving kindness shall surround
himwho trusts in Yahweh.

11Be glad in Yahweh, and rejoice, you righ-
teous!

Shout for joy, all you who are upright
in heart!

33
1Rejoice in Yahweh, you righteous!

Praise is fitting for the upright.
2Give thanks to Yahwehwith the lyre.

Sing praises to him with the harp of
ten strings.

3 Sing to him a new song.
Play skillfully with a shout of joy!

4For Yahweh’s word is right.
All his work is done in faithfulness.

5He loves righteousness and justice.
The earth is full of the loving kindness
of Yahweh.

6 By Yahweh’s word, the heavens were
made:

all their army by the breath of his
mouth.

7He gathers the waters of the sea together
as a heap.

He lays up the deeps in storehouses.
8Let all the earth fear Yahweh.

Let all the inhabitants of the world
stand in awe of him.

9For he spoke, and it was done.
He commanded, and it stood firm.

10Yahwehbrings thecounselof thenations
to nothing.

He makes the thoughts of the peoples
to be of no effect.

11 The counsel of Yahweh stands fast for-
ever,

the thoughts of his heart to all genera-
tions.

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is Yah-
weh,

thepeoplewhomhehas chosen forhis
own inheritance.

13Yahweh looks from heaven.
He sees all the sons of men.

14From the place of his habitation he looks
out on all the inhabitants of the
earth,

15he who fashions all of their hearts;
and he considers all of their works.

16 There is no king saved by the multitude
of an army.

Amightyman is not deliveredby great
strength.

17A horse is a vain thing for safety,
neither does he deliver any by his
great power.

18 Behold, Yahweh’s eye is on those who
fear him,

on those who hope in his loving kind-
ness,

19 to deliver their soul from death,
to keep them alive in famine.

20Our soul has waited for Yahweh.
He is our help and our shield.

21For our heart rejoices in him,
because we have trusted in his holy
name.

22 Let your loving kindness be on us, Yah-
weh,

since we have hoped in you.
† 34:1 Psalm 34 is an acrostic poem, with each verse startingwith a letter of the alphabet (ordered fromAlef to Tav).
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34
By David; when he pretended to be insane
before Abimelech, who drove him away,
and he departed.
1 † I will bless Yahweh at all times.

His praisewill always be inmymouth.
2My soul shall boast in Yahweh.

The humble shall hear of it and be
glad.

3Ohmagnify Yahwehwithme.
Let’s exalt his name together.

4 I sought Yahweh, and he answeredme,
and deliveredme from all my fears.

5They looked to him, and were radiant.
Their faces shall never be covered
with shame.

6 This poor man cried, and Yahweh heard
him,

and saved him out of all his troubles.
7 Yahweh’s angel encamps around those

who fear him,
and delivers them.

8Oh taste and see that Yahweh is good.
Blessed is themanwho takes refuge in
him.

9Oh fear Yahweh, you his saints,
for there isno lackwith thosewho fear
him.

10 The young lions do lack, and suffer
hunger,

but those who seek Yahweh shall not
lack any good thing.

11Come, you children, listen to me.
I will teach you the fear of Yahweh.

12Who is someone who desires life,
and loves many days, that he may see
good?

13Keep your tongue from evil,
and your lips from speaking lies.

14Depart from evil, and do good.
Seek peace, and pursue it.

15Yahweh’s eyes are toward the righteous.
His ears listen to their cry.

16 Yahweh’s face is against those who do
evil,

to cut off theirmemory fromtheearth.
17The righteous cry, and Yahweh hears,

and delivers them out of all their trou-
bles.

18 Yahweh is near to those who have a
broken heart,

and saves those who have a crushed
spirit.

19Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but Yahweh delivers him out of them
all.

20He protects all of his bones.
Not one of them is broken.

21Evil shall kill the wicked.
Those who hate the righteous shall be
condemned.

22Yahwehredeems thesoulofhis servants.
None of those who take refuge in him
shall be condemned.

35
By David.
1 Contend, Yahweh, with those who con-

tend withme.
Fight against those who fight against
me.

2Take hold of shield and buckler,
and stand up for my help.

3 Brandish the spear and block those who
pursueme.

Tell my soul, “I am your salvation.”
4 Let those who seek after my soul be dis-

appointed and brought to dishonor.
Let those who plot my ruin be turned
back and confounded.

5Let them be as chaff before the wind,
Yahweh’s angel driving them on.

6Let their way be dark and slippery,
Yahweh’s angel pursuing them.

7Forwithout cause they have hidden their
net in a pit for me.

Without cause they have dug a pit for
my soul.

8Let destruction come on him unawares.
Let his net that he has hidden catch
himself.

Let him fall into that destruction.
9My soul shall be joyful in Yahweh.

It shall rejoice in his salvation.
10All my bones shall say, “Yahweh, who is

like you,
whodelivers thepoor fromhimwho is
too strong for him;

yes, the poor and the needy from him
who robs him?”

11Unrighteous witnesses rise up.
They ask me about things that I don’t
know about.

12They rewardme evil for good,
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to the bereaving of my soul.

13 But as for me, when they were sick, my
clothing was sackcloth.

I afflictedmy soul with fasting.
My prayer returned into my own bo-
som.

14 I behaved myself as though it had been
my friend ormy brother.

I bowed down mourning, as one who
mourns his mother.

15 But in my adversity, they rejoiced, and
gathered themselves together.

The attackers gathered themselves to-
gether againstme, and I didn’t know
it.

They tore at me, and didn’t cease.
16Like the profanemockers in feasts,

they gnashed their teeth at me.
17Lord, how long will you look on?

Rescue my soul from their destruc-
tion,

my precious life from the lions.
18 I will give you thanks in the great assem-

bly.
I will praise you amongmany people.

19 Don’t let those who are my enemies
wrongfully rejoice over me;

neither let those who hatemewithout
a cause wink their eyes.

20For they don’t speak peace,
but they devise deceitful words
against those who are quiet in the
land.

21 Yes, they opened their mouth wide
against me.

They said, “Aha! Aha! Our eye has
seen it!”

22 You have seen it, Yahweh. Don’t keep
silent.

Lord, don’t be far fromme.
23Wake up! Rise up to defendme, my God!

My Lord, contend for me!
24 Vindicate me, Yahweh my God, accord-

ing to your righteousness.
Don’t let them gloat over me.

25 Don’t let them say in their heart, “Aha!
That’s the way wewant it!”

Don’t let them say, “We have swal-
lowed him up!”

26 Let them be disappointed and con-
founded together who rejoice at my
calamity.

Let them be clothed with shame and
dishonor who magnify themselves
against me.

27Let those who favor my righteous cause
shout for joy and be glad.

Yes, let them say continually, “May
Yahweh bemagnified,

who has pleasure in the prosperity of
his servant!”

28 My tongue shall talk about your righ-
teousness and about your praise all
day long.

36
For the Chief Musician. By David, the ser-
vant of Yahweh.
1A revelation is withinmy heart about the

disobedience of the wicked:
There is no fear of God before his eyes.

2For he flatters himself in his own eyes,
toomuch to detect and hate his sin.

3 The words of his mouth are iniquity and
deceit.

He has ceased to be wise and to do
good.

4He plots iniquity on his bed.
He sets himself in a way that is not
good.

He doesn’t abhor evil.
5 Your loving kindness, Yahweh, is in the

heavens.
Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.

6 Your righteousness is like the mountains
of God.

Your judgments are like a great deep.
Yahweh, you preserve man and ani-
mal.

7 How precious is your loving kindness,
God!

The childrenofmen take refugeunder
the shadow of your wings.

8 They shall be abundantly satisfied with
the abundance of your house.

You will make them drink of the river
of your pleasures.

9For with you is the spring of life.
In your light we will see light.
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10 Oh continue your loving kindness to
those who know you,

your righteousness to the upright in
heart.

11 Don’t let the foot of pride come against
me.

Don’t let the hand of the wicked drive
me away.

12There the workers of iniquity are fallen.
They are thrust down, and shall not be
able to rise.

37
By David.
1Don’t fret because of evildoers,

neither be envious against those who
work unrighteousness.

2 For they shall soon be cut down like the
grass,

and wither like the green herb.
3Trust in Yahweh, and do good.

Dwell in the land, and enjoy safe pas-
ture.

4Also delight yourself in Yahweh,
andhewill giveyou thedesiresof your
heart.

5Commit your way to Yahweh.
Trust also in him, and he will do this:

6 he will make your righteousness shine
out like light,

and your justice as the noon day sun.
7 Rest in Yahweh, and wait patiently for

him.
Don’t fret because of him who pros-
pers in his way,

becauseof themanwhomakeswicked
plots happen.

8Cease from anger, and forsake wrath.
Don’t fret; it leads only to evildoing.

9For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who wait for Yahweh shall
inherit the land.

10For yet a little while, and thewickedwill
be nomore.

Yes, though you look for his place, he
isn’t there.

11But the humble shall inherit the land,
and shall delight themselves in the
abundance of peace.

12The wicked plots against the just,
and gnashes at himwith his teeth.

13The Lord will laugh at him,
for he sees that his day is coming.

14 The wicked have drawn out the sword,
and have bent their bow,

to cast down the poor and needy,
to kill those who are upright on the
path.

15 Their sword shall enter into their own
heart.

Their bows shall be broken.
16Better is a little that the righteous has,

than the abundance of many wicked.
17 For the arms of the wicked shall be bro-

ken,
but Yahweh upholds the righteous.

18Yahweh knows the days of the perfect.
Their inheritance shall be forever.

19 They shall not be disappointed in the
time of evil.

In the days of famine they shall be
satisfied.

20But the wicked shall perish.
The enemies of Yahweh shall be like
the beauty of the fields.

They will vanish—
vanish like smoke.

21The wicked borrow, and don’t pay back,
but the righteous give generously.

22 For such as are blessed by him shall
inherit the land.

Those who are cursed by him shall be
cut off.

23 A man’s steps are established by Yah-
weh.

He delights in his way.
24Though he stumble, he shall not fall,

for Yahweh holds him up with his
hand.

25 I have been young, and now am old,
yet I have not seen the righteous for-
saken,

nor his children begging for bread.
26 All day long he deals graciously, and

lends.
His offspring is blessed.

27Depart from evil, and do good.
Live securely forever.

28For Yahweh loves justice,
and doesn’t forsake his saints.
They are preserved forever,
but the children of thewicked shall be
cut off.

29The righteous shall inherit the land,
and live in it forever.
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30 The mouth of the righteous talks of wis-
dom.

His tongue speaks justice.
31The law of his God is in his heart.

None of his steps shall slide.
32The wicked watch the righteous,

and seek to kill him.
33Yahwehwill not leave him in his hand,

nor condemn himwhen he is judged.
34Wait for Yahweh, and keep his way,

and he will exalt you to inherit the
land.

When thewicked are cut off, you shall
see it.

35 I have seen the wicked in great power,
spreading himself like a green tree in
its native soil.

36But he passed away, and behold, he was
not.

Yes, I sought him, but he could not be
found.

37 Mark the perfect man, and see the up-
right,

for there is a future for the man of
peace.

38 As for transgressors, they shall be de-
stroyed together.

The future of the wicked shall be cut
off.

39But the salvation of the righteous is from
Yahweh.

He is their stronghold in the time of
trouble.

40Yahweh helps them and rescues them.
He rescues them from the wicked and
saves them,

because they have taken refuge in
him.

38
A Psalm by David, for a memorial.
1Yahweh, don’t rebukeme in your wrath,

neither chasten me in your hot dis-
pleasure.

2For your arrows have piercedme,
your hand presses hard onme.

3 There is no soundness in my flesh be-
cause of your indignation,

neither is there any health in my
bones because of my sin.

4 For my iniquities have gone over my
head.

As a heavy burden, they are too heavy
for me.

5Mywounds are loathsome and corrupt
because of my foolishness.

6 I am in pain and bowed down greatly.
I go mourning all day long.

7Formywaist is filled with burning.
There is no soundness inmy flesh.

8 I am faint and severely bruised.
I have groaned by reason of the an-
guish of my heart.

9Lord, all my desire is before you.
My groaning is not hidden from you.

10My heart throbs.
My strength fails me.
As for the light of my eyes, it has also
left me.

11 My lovers and my friends stand aloof
frommy plague.

My kinsmen stand far away.
12 They also who seek after my life lay

snares.
Those who seek my hurt speak mis-
chievous things,

andmeditate deceits all day long.
13But I, as a deaf man, don’t hear.

I am as a mute man who doesn’t open
his mouth.

14Yes, I am as amanwho doesn’t hear,
in whosemouth are no reproofs.

15For I hope in you, Yahweh.
You will answer, Lordmy God.

16For I said, “Don’t let them gloat over me,
or exalt themselves over me whenmy
foot slips.”

17For I am ready to fall.
My pain is continually before me.

18For I will declare my iniquity.
I will be sorry for my sin.

19But my enemies are vigorous andmany.
Those who hate me without reason
are numerous.

20 They who give evil for good are also
adversaries to me,

because I followwhat is good.
21Don’t forsakeme, Yahweh.

My God, don’t be far fromme.
22Hurry to helpme,

Lord, my salvation.
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39
For the Chief Musician. For Jeduthun. A
Psalm by David.
1 I said, “I will watch my ways, so that I

don’t sin withmy tongue.
I will keep my mouth with a bridle
while the wicked is before me.”

2 I was mute with silence.
I held my peace, even from good.
My sorrowwas stirred.

3My heart was hot withinme.
While I meditated, the fire burned.

I spoke withmy tongue:
4 “Yahweh, showmemy end,
what is the measure of my days.
Let me know how frail I am.

5 Behold, you have made my days hand
widths.

My lifetime is as nothing before you.
Surely everyman stands as a breath.”

Selah.
6 “Surely everymanwalks like a shadow.

Surely they busy themselves in vain.
He heaps up, and doesn’t know who
shall gather.

7Now, Lord, what do I wait for?
My hope is in you.

8Deliver me from all my transgressions.
Don’t make me the reproach of the
foolish.

9 I was mute.
I didn’t openmymouth,
because you did it.

10Remove your scourge away fromme.
I am overcome by the blow of your
hand.

11 When you rebuke and correct man for
iniquity,

you consume his wealth like amoth.
Surely everyman is but a breath.”

Selah.
12 “Hear my prayer, Yahweh, and give ear

to my cry.
Don’t be silent at my tears.

For I am a stranger with you,
a foreigner, as all my fathers were.

13 Oh spare me, that I may recover
strength,

before I go away and exist nomore.”

40
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.

1 I waited patiently for Yahweh.
He turned to me, and heardmy cry.

2He brought me up also out of a horrible
pit,

out of themiry clay.
He set my feet on a rock,

and gaveme a firm place to stand.
3He has put a new song inmymouth, even

praise to our God.
Many shall see it, and fear, and shall
trust in Yahweh.

4 Blessed is the man who makes Yahweh
his trust,

and doesn’t respect the proud, nor
such as turn away to lies.

5Many, Yahweh, my God, are the wonder-
ful works which you have done,

and your thoughts which are toward
us.

They can’t be declared back to you.
If I would declare and speak of them,
they aremore than can be counted.

6 Sacrifice and offering you didn’t desire.
You have openedmy ears.
You have not required burnt offering
and sin offering.

7Then I said, “Behold, I have come.
It is written about me in the book in
the scroll.

8 I delight to do your will, my God.
Yes, your law is withinmy heart.”

9 I haveproclaimedgladnewsof righteous-
ness in the great assembly.

Behold, Iwill not sealmy lips, Yahweh,
you know.

10 I have not hidden your righteousness
withinmy heart.

I have declared your faithfulness and
your salvation.

I have not concealed your loving kind-
ness and your truth from the great
assembly.

11 Don’t withhold your tender mercies
fromme, Yahweh.

Let your loving kindness and your
truth continually preserveme.

12For innumerable evils have surrounded
me.

My iniquities have overtaken me, so
that I am not able to look up.

They aremore than the hairs of my head.
My heart has failedme.
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13Be pleased, Yahweh, to deliver me.
Hurry to helpme, Yahweh.

14 Let them be disappointed and con-
founded togetherwho seek aftermy
soul to destroy it.

Let them be turned backward and
brought to dishonor who delight in
my hurt.

15 Let them be desolate by reason of their
shame that tell me, “Aha! Aha!”

16Let all thosewho seek you rejoice and be
glad in you.

Let such as love your salvation say
continually, “Let Yahweh be ex-
alted!”

17But I am poor and needy.
May the Lord think about me.

You aremy help andmy deliverer.
Don’t delay, my God.

41
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1Blessed is he who considers the poor.

Yahweh will deliver him in the day of
evil.

2Yahweh will preserve him, and keep him
alive.

He shall be blessed on the earth,
and he will not surrender him to the
will of his enemies.

3Yahwehwill sustain him on his sickbed,
and restore him from his bed of ill-
ness.

4 I said, “Yahweh, havemercy onme!
Heal me, for I have sinned against
you.”

5My enemies speak evil against me:
“When will he die, and his name per-
ish?”

6 If he comes to see me, he speaks false-
hood.

His heart gathers iniquity to itself.
When he goes abroad, he tells it.

7Allwhohatemewhisper together against
me.

They imagine the worst for me.
8 “An evil disease”, they say, “has afflicted

him.
Now that he lies he shall rise up no
more.”

9 Yes, my own familiar friend, in whom I
trusted,

who ate bread withme,
has lifted up his heel against me.

10Butyou, Yahweh, havemercyonme, and
raise me up,

that I may repay them.
11By this I know that you delight in me,

because my enemy doesn’t triumph
over me.

12 As for me, you uphold me in my in-
tegrity,

and set me in your presence forever.
13Blessed be Yahweh, the God of Israel,

from everlasting and to everlasting!
Amen and amen.

BOOK 2
42

For the Chief Musician. A contemplation
by the sons of Korah.
1As the deer pants for the water brooks,

so my soul pants after you, God.†
2Mysoul thirsts forGod, for the livingGod.

When shall I come and appear before
God?

3 My tears have been my food day and
night,

while they continually ask me,
“Where is your God?”

4 These things I remember, and pour out
my soul withinme,

how I used to go with the crowd, and
led them to God’s house,

with the voice of joy and praise, amul-
titude keeping a holy day.

5Why are you in despair, my soul?
Why are you disturbed withinme?

Hope in God!
For I shall still praise him for the sav-
ing help of his presence.

6My God, my soul is in despair withinme.
Therefore I remember you from the
land of the Jordan,

the heights of Hermon, from the hill
Mizar.

7 Deep calls to deep at the noise of your
waterfalls.

† 42:1 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 42:8 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes
rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations.
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All your waves and your billows have
swept over me.

8 Yahweh‡ will command his loving kind-
ness in the daytime.

In the night his song shall be withme:
a prayer to the God of my life.

9 I will ask God, my rock, “Why have you
forgottenme?

Why do I go mourning because of the
oppression of the enemy?”

10As with a sword in my bones, my adver-
saries reproachme,

while they continually ask me,
“Where is your God?”

11Why are you in despair, my soul?
Why are you disturbed withinme?

Hope in God! For I shall still praise him,
the saving help of my countenance,
andmy God.

43
1 Vindicate me, God, and plead my cause

against an ungodly nation.
Oh, deliver me from deceitful and
wickedmen.

2 For you are the God of my strength. Why
have you rejectedme?

Why do I go mourning because of the
oppression of the enemy?

3Oh, send out your light and your truth.
Let them leadme.
Let them bringme to your holy hill,
to your tents.

4Then I will go to the altar of God,
to God, my exceeding joy.

I will praise you on the harp, God, my God.
5Why are you in despair, my soul?

Why are you disturbed withinme?
Hope in God!

For I shall still praise him:
my Savior, my helper, andmy God.

44
For the Chief Musician. By the sons of
Korah. A contemplative psalm.
1We have heard with our ears, God;

our fathers have told us what work
you did in their days,

in the days of old.
2Youdroveout thenationswithyourhand,

but you planted them.

You afflicted the peoples,
but you spread them abroad.

3 For they didn’t get the land in possession
by their own sword,

neither did their own arm save them;
but your right hand, your arm, and the

light of your face,
because you were favorable to them.

4God, you aremy King.
Command victories for Jacob!

5 Through you, we will push down our
adversaries.

Through your name, we will tread
down those who rise up against us.

6For I will not trust in my bow,
neither will my sword saveme.

7 But you have saved us from our adver-
saries,

and have shamed those who hate us.
8 In God we have made our boast all day

long.
We will give thanks to your name for-
ever.

Selah.
9 But now you rejected us, and brought us

to dishonor,
and don’t go out with our armies.

10 You make us turn back from the adver-
sary.

Those who hate us take plunder for
themselves.

11You havemade us like sheep for food,
and have scattered us among the na-
tions.

12You sell your people for nothing,
and have gained nothing from their
sale.

13 You make us a reproach to our neigh-
bors,

a scoffing and a derision to those who
are around us.

14 You make us a byword among the na-
tions,

a shaking of the head among the peo-
ples.

15All day longmy dishonor is before me,
and shame covers my face,
16 at the taunt of one who reproaches
and verbally abuses,

because of the enemyand the avenger.
17All this has come on us,
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yet we haven’t forgotten you.
We haven’t been false to your
covenant.

18Our heart has not turned back,
neither have our steps strayed from
your path,

19 though you have crushed us in the
haunt of jackals,

and covered us with the shadow of
death.

20 If we have forgotten the name of our
God,

or spread out our hands to a strange
god,

21won’t God search this out?
For he knows the secrets of the heart.

22 Yes, for your sake we are killed all day
long.

We are regarded as sheep for the
slaughter.

23Wake up!
Why do you sleep, Lord?†

Arise!
Don’t reject us forever.

24Why do you hide your face,
and forget our affliction and our op-
pression?

25For our soul is bowed down to the dust.
Our body clings to the earth.

26Rise up to help us.
Redeem us for your loving kindness’
sake.

45
For the Chief Musician. Set to “The Lilies.”
A contemplation by the sons of Korah. A
wedding song.
1My heart overflows with a noble theme.

I recite my verses for the king.
My tongue is like the pen of a skillful
writer.

2 You are the most excellent of the sons of
men.

Grace has anointed your lips,
thereforeGodhas blessed you forever.

3Strap your sword on your thigh, Omighty
one,

in your splendor and yourmajesty.
4 In your majesty ride on victoriously on

behalf of truth, humility, and righ-
teousness.

Let your right hand display awesome
deeds.

5Your arrows are sharp.
The nations fall under you, with ar-
rows in the heart of the king’s ene-
mies.

6Your throne, God, is forever and ever.
A scepter of equity is the scepter of
your kingdom.

7You have loved righteousness, and hated
wickedness.

Therefore God, your God, has
anointedyouwith theoil of gladness
above your fellows.

8All your garments smell likemyrrh, aloes,
and cassia.

Out of ivory palaces stringed instru-
ments havemade you glad.

9Kings’ daughters are among your honor-
able women.

At your right hand the queen stands in
gold of Ophir.

10 Listen, daughter, consider, and turn
your ear.

Forget your ownpeople, and also your
father’s house.

11 So the king will desire your beauty,
honor him, for he is your lord.

12The daughter of Tyre comes with a gift.
The rich among the people entreat
your favor.

13The princess inside is all glorious.
Her clothing is interwovenwith gold.

14 She shall be led to the king in embroi-
dered work.

The virgins, her companions who fol-
low her, shall be brought to you.

15Withgladnessandrejoicing they shall be
led.

They shall enter into the king’s palace.
16 Your sons will take the place of your

fathers.
You shall make them princes in all the
earth.

17 I will make your name to be remem-
bered in all generations.

Therefore the peoples shall give you
thanks forever and ever.

† 44:23 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 46: Alamoth is a musical term.
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46
For the Chief Musician. By the sons of
Korah. According to Alamoth.†
1God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.
2Therefore wewon’t be afraid, though the

earth changes,
though themountains are shaken into
the heart of the seas;

3 though its waters roar and are trou-
bled,

though the mountains tremble with
their swelling.

Selah.
4 There is a river, the streams of which

make the city of God glad,
the holy place of the tents of the Most
High.

5God iswithin her. She shall not bemoved.
God will help her at dawn.

6 The nations raged. The kingdoms were
moved.

He lifted his voice and the earth
melted.

7Yahweh of Armies is with us.
The God of Jacob is our refuge.

Selah.
8Come, see Yahweh’s works,

what desolations he has made in the
earth.

9 He makes wars cease to the end of the
earth.

He breaks the bow, and shatters the
spear.

He burns the chariots in the fire.
10 “Be still, and know that I am God.

I will be exalted among the nations.
I will be exalted in the earth.”

11Yahweh of Armies is with us.
The God of Jacob is our refuge.

Selah.

47
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by the
sons of Korah.
1Oh clap your hands, all you nations.

Shout to God with the voice of tri-
umph!

2For YahwehMost High is awesome.
He is a great King over all the earth.

3He subdues nations under us,
and peoples under our feet.

4He chooses our inheritance for us,
the glory of Jacob whom he loved.

Selah.
5God has gone upwith a shout,

Yahwehwith the sound of a trumpet.
6 Sing praises to God! Sing praises!

Sing praises to our King! Sing praises!
7For God is the King of all the earth.

Sing praises with understanding.
8God reigns over the nations.

God sits on his holy throne.
9 The princes of the peoples are gathered

together,
the people of the God of Abraham.

For the shields of the earth belong to
God.

He is greatly exalted!

48
A Song. A Psalm by the sons of Korah.
1 Great is Yahweh, and greatly to be

praised,
in the city of our God, in his holy
mountain.

2 Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the
whole earth,

is Mount Zion, on the north sides,
the city of the great King.

3God has shown himself in her citadels as
a refuge.

4 For, behold, the kings assembled them-
selves,

they passed by together.
5They saw it, then they were amazed.

They were dismayed.
They hurried away.

6Trembling took hold of them there,
pain, as of a woman in travail.

7With the eastwind, youbreak the ships of
Tarshish.

8As we have heard, so we have seen,
in the city of Yahweh of Armies, in the
city of our God.

God will establish it forever.
Selah.

9We have thought about your loving kind-
ness, God,

in themiddle of your temple.
10As is your name, God,

so is your praise to the ends of the
earth.
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Your right hand is full of righteous-
ness.

11Let Mount Zion be glad!
Let the daughters of Judah rejoice be-
cause of your judgments.

12Walk about Zion, and go around her.
Number its towers.

13Notice her bulwarks.
Consider her palaces,
that youmay tell it to the next genera-
tion.

14For this God is our God forever and ever.
He will be our guide even to death.

49
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by the
sons of Korah.
1Hear this, all you peoples.

Listen, all you inhabitants of the
world,

2both low and high,
rich and poor together.

3Mymouth will speak words of wisdom.
My heart will utter understanding.

4 I will incline my ear to a proverb.
I will solve my riddle on the harp.

5Why should I fear in the days of evil,
when iniquity at my heels surrounds
me?

6Those who trust in their wealth,
and boast in the multitude of their
riches—

7 none of them can by any means re-
deem his brother,

nor give God a ransom for him.
8For the redemption of their life is costly,

no payment is ever enough,
9 that he should live on forever,
that he should not see corruption.

10For he sees that wise men die;
likewise the fool and the senseless per-
ish,

and leave their wealth to others.
11 Their inward thought is that their

houses will endure forever,
and their dwelling places to all gener-
ations.

They name their lands after them-
selves.

12 But man, despite his riches, doesn’t en-
dure.

He is like the animals that perish.

13This is the destiny of those who are fool-
ish,

and of those who approve their say-
ings.

Selah.
14They are appointed as a flock for Sheol.†

Death shall be their shepherd.
The upright shall have dominion over

them in themorning.
Their beauty shall decay in Sheol,‡
far from their mansion.

15 But God will redeem my soul from the
power of Sheol,§

for he will receive me.
Selah.

16Don’t be afraidwhenaman ismade rich,
when the glory of his house is in-
creased;

17 for when he dies he will carry nothing
away.

His glory won’t descend after him.
18 Though while he lived he blessed his

soul—
andmen praise you when you do well
for yourself—

19 he shall go to the generation of his
fathers.

They shall never see the light.
20 A man who has riches without under-

standing,
is like the animals that perish.

50
A Psalm by Asaph.
1TheMighty One, God, Yahweh, speaks,

and calls the earth from sunrise to
sunset.

2Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
God shines out.

3Our God comes, and does not keep silent.
A fire devours before him.
It is very stormy around him.

4He calls to the heavens above,
to the earth, that he may judge his
people:

5 “Gather my saints together to me,
thosewho havemade a covenantwith
me by sacrifice.”

6 The heavens shall declare his righteous-
ness,

for God himself is judge.
† 49:14 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 49:14 Sheol is the place of the dead. § 49:15 Sheol is the place of the
dead.
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Selah.
7 “Hear, my people, and I will speak.

Israel, I will testify against you.
I am God, your God.
8 I don’t rebuke you for your sacrifices.

Your burnt offerings are continually
before me.

9 I have no need for a bull from your stall,
nor male goats from your pens.

10For every animal of the forest is mine,
and the livestock on a thousand hills.

11 I know all the birds of themountains.
Thewild animals of the field aremine.

12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you,
for the world is mine, and all that is in
it.

13Will I eat themeat of bulls,
or drink the blood of goats?

14 Offer to God the sacrifice of thanksgiv-
ing.

Pay your vows to theMost High.
15Call onme in the day of trouble.

I will deliver you, and you will honor
me.”

16But to the wicked God says,
“What right do you have to declaremy
statutes,

that you have taken my covenant on
your lips,

17 since you hate instruction,
and throwmywords behind you?

18 When you saw a thief, you consented
with him,

and have participated with adulter-
ers.

19 “You give yourmouth to evil.
Your tongue frames deceit.

20You sit and speak against your brother.
You slander your ownmother’s son.

21 You have done these things, and I kept
silent.

You thought that I was just like you.
I will rebuke you, and accuse you in
front of your eyes.

22 “Now consider this, youwho forget God,
lest I tear you into pieces, and there be
no one to deliver.

23 Whoever offers the sacrifice of thanks-
giving glorifies me,

and prepares his way so that I will
show God’s salvation to him.”

51
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David,
when Nathan the prophet came to him,
after he had gone in to Bathsheba.
1 Have mercy on me, God, according to

your loving kindness.
According to the multitude of your
tender mercies, blot out my trans-
gressions.

2Washme thoroughly frommy iniquity.
Cleanseme frommy sin.

3For I knowmy transgressions.
My sin is constantly before me.

4Against you, and you only, I have sinned,
and done that which is evil in your
sight,

so you may be proved right when you
speak,

and justified when you judge.
5Behold, I was born in iniquity.

Mymother conceivedme in sin.
6 Behold, you desire truth in the inward

parts.
You teach me wisdom in the inmost
place.

7Purifymewithhyssop, and Iwill be clean.
Wash me, and I will be whiter than
snow.

8Let me hear joy and gladness,
that the boneswhich you have broken
may rejoice.

9Hide your face frommy sins,
and blot out all of my iniquities.

10Create inme a clean heart, O God.
Renew a right spirit withinme.

11Don’t throwme from your presence,
and don’t take your Holy Spirit from
me.

12Restore to me the joy of your salvation.
Upholdmewith a willing spirit.

13 Then I will teach transgressors your
ways.

Sinners will be converted to you.
14Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed,

O God, the God of my salvation.
My tonguewill sing aloudof your righ-
teousness.

15Lord, openmy lips.
Mymouth will declare your praise.
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16 For you don’t delight in sacrifice, or else
I would give it.

You have no pleasure in burnt offer-
ing.

17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit.
O God, you will not despise a broken
and contrite heart.

18Dowell in your good pleasure to Zion.
Build the walls of Jerusalem.

19Then you will delight in the sacrifices of
righteousness,

in burnt offerings and in whole burnt
offerings.

Then they will offer bulls on your altar.

52
For the Chief Musician. A contemplation
by David, when Doeg the Edomite came
and told Saul, “David has come to Ahim-
elech’s house.”
1 Why do you boast of mischief, mighty

man?
God’s loving kindness endures contin-
ually.

2Your tongue plots destruction,
like a sharp razor, working deceit-
fully.

3You love evil more than good,
lying rather than speaking the truth.

Selah.
4You love all devouring words,

you deceitful tongue.
5Godwill likewise destroy you forever.

Hewill take you up, and pluck you out
of your tent,

and root you out of the land of the
living.

Selah.
6The righteous also will see it, and fear,

and laugh at him, saying,
7 “Behold, this is the man who didn’t make

God his strength,
but trusted in the abundance of his
riches,

and strengthened himself in his
wickedness.”

8But as for me, I am like a green olive tree
in God’s house.

I trust inGod’s lovingkindness forever
and ever.

9 I will give you thanks forever, because
you have done it.

I will hope in your name, for it is good,
in the presence of your saints.

53
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of
“Mahalath.” A contemplation by David.
1The fool has said in his heart, “There is no

God.”
They are corrupt, and have done
abominable iniquity.

There is no one who does good.
2God looks down from heaven on the chil-

dren of men,
to see if thereareanywhounderstood,
who seek after God.

3Every one of them has gone back.
They have become filthy together.
There is no onewhodoes good, no, not
one.

4 Have the workers of iniquity no knowl-
edge,

who eat up my people as they eat
bread,

and don’t call on God?
5 There they were in great fear, where no

fear was,
for God has scattered the bones of him
who encamps against you.

You have put them to shame,
because God has rejected them.

6 Oh that the salvation of Israel would
come out of Zion!

When God brings back his people
from captivity,

then Jacob shall rejoice,
and Israel shall be glad.

54
For the ChiefMusician. On stringed instru-
ments. A contemplation by David, when
the Ziphites came and said to Saul, “Isn’t
David hiding himself among us?”
1 Saveme, God, by your name.

Vindicate me in yourmight.
2Hearmy prayer, God.

Listen to the words of mymouth.
3For strangers have risen up against me.

Violent men have sought after my
soul.

They haven’t set God before them.
Selah.



Psalms 54:4 583 Psalms 56:1

4Behold, God is my helper.
The Lord is the one who sustains my
soul.

5Hewill repay the evil to my enemies.
Destroy them in your truth.

6With a freewill offering, I will sacrifice to
you.

I will give thanks to your name, Yah-
weh, for it is good.

7For he has deliveredmeout of all trouble.
My eye has seen triumph over my en-
emies.

55
For the ChiefMusician. On stringed instru-
ments. A contemplation by David.
1Listen to my prayer, God.

Don’t hide yourself frommy supplica-
tion.

2Attend tome, and answerme.
I am restless in my complaint,
andmoan
3because of the voice of the enemy,
because of the oppression of the
wicked.

For they bring suffering onme.
In anger they hold a grudge against
me.

4My heart is severely pained withinme.
The terrors of deathhave fallenonme.

5Fearfulness and trembling have come on
me.

Horror has overwhelmedme.
6 I said, “Oh that I had wings like a dove!

Then I would fly away, and be at rest.
7Behold, then I would wander far off.

I would lodge in the wilderness.”
Selah.

8 “I would hurry to a shelter from the
stormywind and storm.”

9 Confuse them, Lord, and confound their
language,

for I have seen violence and strife in
the city.

10Day and night they prowl around on its
walls.

Malice and abuse are also within her.
11Destructive forces are within her.

Threats and lies don’t depart from her
streets.

12 For it was not an enemy who insulted
me,

then I could have endured it.

Neitherwas it hewhohatedmewhoraised
himself up against me,

then Iwould have hiddenmyself from
him.

13But it was you, a man like me,
my companion, and my familiar
friend.

14We took sweet fellowship together.
We walked in God’s house with com-
pany.

15Let death come suddenly on them.
Let them go down alive into Sheol.†
For wickedness is among them, in
their dwelling.

16As for me, I will call on God.
Yahwehwill saveme.

17Evening,morning, and at noon, Iwill cry
out in distress.

He will hear my voice.
18He has redeemedmy soul in peace from

the battle that was against me,
although there are many who oppose
me.

19God, who is enthroned forever,
will hear and answer them.

Selah.

They never change
and don’t fear God.

20He raises his hands against his friends.
He has violated his covenant.

21His mouth was smooth as butter,
but his heart was war.

His words were softer than oil,
yet they were drawn swords.

22Cast your burden on Yahweh and hewill
sustain you.

Hewill never allow the righteous to be
moved.

23But you, God, will bring them down into
the pit of destruction.

Bloodthirsty and deceitful men shall
not live out half their days,

but I will trust in you.

56
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of
“Silent Dove in Distant Lands.” A poem by
David, when the Philistines seized him in
Gath.
1Bemerciful to me, God, for man wants to

swallowme up.
† 55:15 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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All day long, he attacks and oppresses
me.

2 My enemies want to swallow me up all
day long,

for they are many who fight proudly
against me.

3When I am afraid,
I will put my trust in you.

4 In God, I praise his word.
In God, I put my trust.

I will not be afraid.
What can flesh do to me?

5All day long they twist mywords.
All their thoughts are against me for
evil.

6They conspire and lurk,
watchingmy steps.
They are eager to takemy life.

7 Shall they escape by iniquity?
In anger cast down the peoples, God.

8You count mywanderings.
You put my tears into your container.
Aren’t they in your book?

9 Then my enemies shall turn back in the
day that I call.

I know this: that God is for me.
10 In God, I will praise his word.

In Yahweh, I will praise his word.
11 I have put my trust in God.

I will not be afraid.
What canman do tome?

12Your vows are onme, God.
I will give thank offerings to you.

13 For you have delivered my soul from
death,

and preventedmy feet from falling,
that Imaywalk before God in the light
of the living.

57
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do
Not Destroy.” A poem by David, when he
fled from Saul, in the cave.
1Bemerciful tome, God, bemerciful tome,

for my soul takes refuge in you.
Yes, in the shadowofyourwings, Iwill take

refuge,
until disaster has passed.

2 I cry out to GodMost High,
to God who accomplishes my requests for

me.
3Hewill send from heaven, and saveme,

he rebukes the one who is pursuing
me.

Selah.
God will send out his loving kindness and

his truth.
4My soul is among lions.

I lie among those who are set on fire,
even the sons of men, whose teeth are
spears and arrows,

and their tongue a sharp sword.
5Be exalted, God, above the heavens!

Let your glory be above all the earth!

6They have prepared a net for my steps.
My soul is bowed down.

They dig a pit before me.
They fall into the middle of it them-
selves.

Selah.
7My heart is steadfast, God.

My heart is steadfast.
I will sing, yes, I will sing praises.

8 Wake up, my glory! Wake up, lute and
harp!

I will wake up the dawn.
9 I will give thanks to you, Lord, among the

peoples.
I will sing praises to you among the
nations.

10 For your great loving kindness reaches
to the heavens,

and your truth to the skies.
11Be exalted, God, above the heavens.

Let your glory be over all the earth.

58
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do
Not Destroy.” A poem by David.
1Doyou indeedspeakrighteousness, silent

ones?
Do you judge blamelessly, you sons of
men?

2No, in your heart you plot injustice.
You measure out the violence of your
hands in the earth.

3The wicked go astray from the womb.
They are wayward as soon as they are
born, speaking lies.

4Their poison is like the poison of a snake,
like a deaf cobra that stops its ear,
5 which doesn’t listen to the voice of
charmers,
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no matter how skillful the charmer
may be.

6Break their teeth, God, in their mouth.
Break out the great teeth of the young
lions, Yahweh.

7 Let them vanish like water that flows
away.

When they draw the bow, let their
arrows bemade blunt.

8 Let them be like a snail which melts and
passes away,

like the stillborn child, who has not
seen the sun.

9 Before your pots can feel the heat of the
thorns,

he will sweep away the green and the
burning alike.

10The righteous shall rejoice when he sees
the vengeance.

He shall wash his feet in the blood of
the wicked,

11 so that men shall say, “Most certainly
there is a reward for the righteous.

Most certainly there is a God who
judges the earth.”

59
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do
Not Destroy.” A poem by David, when Saul
sent, and they watched the house to kill
him.
1Deliver me frommy enemies, my God.

Setme on high from thosewho rise up
against me.

2Deliver me from the workers of iniquity.
Saveme from the bloodthirsty men.

3For, behold, they lie in wait for my soul.
The mighty gather themselves to-
gether against me,

not for my disobedience, nor for my
sin, Yahweh.

4 I have done no wrong, yet they are ready
to attackme.

Rise up, behold, and helpme!
5 You, Yahweh God of Armies, the God of

Israel,
rouse yourself to punish the nations.
Show nomercy to the wicked traitors.

Selah.
6 They return at evening, howling like

dogs,
and prowl around the city.

7Behold, they spewwith their mouth.

Swords are in their lips,
“For”, they say, “who hears us?”

8But you, Yahweh, laugh at them.
You scoff at all the nations.

9Oh, my Strength, I watch for you,
for God is my high tower.

10MyGodwill go beforemewith his loving
kindness.

God will let me look at my enemies in
triumph.

11Don’t kill them, ormypeoplemay forget.
Scatter themby your power, and bring
them down, Lord our shield.

12For the sin of theirmouth, and thewords
of their lips,

let them be caught in their pride,
for the curses and lies which they ut-
ter.

13Consume them in wrath.
Consume them, and they will be no
more.

Let them know that God rules in Jacob,
to the ends of the earth.

Selah.
14At evening let them return.

Let them howl like a dog, and go
around the city.

15Theyshallwanderupanddownfor food,
and wait all night if they aren’t satis-
fied.

16But I will sing of your strength.
Yes, I will sing aloud of your loving
kindness in themorning.

For you have beenmy high tower,
a refuge in the day of my distress.

17To you, my strength, I will sing praises.
For God is my high tower, the God of
mymercy.

60
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of
“The Lily of the Covenant.” A teaching
poembyDavid,whenhe foughtwithAram
Naharaim andwith Aram Zobah, and Joab
returned, and killed twelve thousand of
Edom in the Valley of Salt.
1God, you have rejected us.

You have broken us down.
You have been angry.

Restore us, again.
2You havemade the land tremble.

You have torn it.
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Mend its fractures,
for it quakes.

3You have shown your people hard things.
You have made us drink the wine that
makes us stagger.

4 You have given a banner to those who
fear you,

that itmaybedisplayedbecause of the
truth.

Selah.
5 So that your belovedmay be delivered,

savewithyour righthand, andanswer
us.

6God has spoken from his sanctuary:
“I will triumph.
I will divide Shechem,
andmeasure out the valley of Succoth.

7Gilead is mine, andManasseh is mine.
Ephraim also is the defense of my
head.

Judah is my scepter.
8Moab is mywash basin.

I will throwmy sandal on Edom.
I shout in triumph over Philistia.”

9Whowill bringme into the strong city?
Who has ledme to Edom?

10Haven’t you, God, rejected us?
You don’t go out with our armies, God.

11Give us help against the adversary,
for the help of man is vain.

12Through Godwewill do valiantly,
for it is he who will tread down our
adversaries.

61
For the Chief Musician. For a stringed
instrument. By David.
1Hearmy cry, God.

Listen to my prayer.
2Fromtheendof theearth, Iwill call to you

whenmy heart is overwhelmed.
Leadme to the rock that is higher than
I.

3For you have been a refuge for me,
a strong tower from the enemy.

4 I will dwell in your tent forever.
I will take refuge in the shelter of your
wings.

Selah.
5For you, God, have heardmy vows.

You have given me the heritage of
those who fear your name.

6Youwill prolong the king’s life.
His years will be for generations.

7He shall be enthroned in God’s presence
forever.

Appoint your loving kindness and
truth, that theymay preserve him.

8So I will sing praise to your name forever,
that I may fulfill my vows daily.

62
For the Chief Musician. To Jeduthun. A
Psalm by David.
1My soul rests in God alone.

My salvation is from him.
2Healone ismyrock,my salvation, andmy

fortress.
I will never be greatly shaken.

3How long will you assault a man?
Would all of you throw him down,
like a leaning wall, like a tottering
fence?

4 They fully intend to throw him down
from his lofty place.

They delight in lies.
They bless with their mouth, but they
curse inwardly.

Selah.
5My soul, wait in silence for God alone,

for my expectation is from him.
6He alone ismy rock andmy salvation,my

fortress.
I will not be shaken.

7My salvation andmy honor is with God.
The rock of my strength, and my
refuge, is in God.

8Trust in him at all times, you people.
Pour out your heart before him.
God is a refuge for us.

Selah.
9 Surely men of low degree are just a

breath,
andmen of high degree are a lie.

In the balances they will go up.
They are together lighter than a
breath.

10Don’t trust in oppression.
Don’t become vain in robbery.

If riches increase,
don’t set your heart on them.

11God has spoken once;
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twice I have heard this,
that power belongs to God.

12 Also to you, Lord, belongs loving kind-
ness,

for you reward every man according
to his work.

63
A Psalm by David, when he was in the
desert of Judah.
1God, you aremy God.

I will earnestly seek you.
My soul thirsts for you.

My flesh longs for you,
in a dry and weary land, where there
is no water.

2 So I have seen you in the sanctuary,
watching your power and your glory.

3 Because your loving kindness is better
than life,

my lips shall praise you.
4 So I will bless you while I live.

I will lift upmy hands in your name.
5 My soul shall be satisfied as with the

richest food.
Mymouth shall praise you with joyful
lips,

6when I remember you onmy bed,
and think about you in the night
watches.

7For you have beenmy help.
I will rejoice in the shadow of your
wings.

8My soul stays close to you.
Your right hand holds me up.

9But those who seekmy soul to destroy it
shall go into the lower parts of the
earth.

10They shall be given over to the power of
the sword.

They shall be jackal food.
11But the king shall rejoice in God.

Everyone who swears by him will
praise him,

for the mouth of those who speak lies
shall be silenced.

64
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1Hearmy voice, God, in my complaint.

Preserve my life from fear of the en-
emy.

2 Hide me from the conspiracy of the
wicked,

fromthenoisycrowdof theonesdoing
evil;

3who sharpen their tongue like a sword,
and aim their arrows, deadly words,
4 to shoot innocent men from am-
bushes.

They shoot at him suddenly and fear-
lessly.

5They encourage themselves in evil plans.
They talk about laying snares secretly.
They say, “Whowill see them?”

6 They plot injustice, saying, “We have
made a perfect plan!”

Surely man’s mind and heart are cun-
ning.

7But God will shoot at them.
They will be suddenly struck down
with an arrow.

8Their own tongues shall ruin them.
All who see them will shake their
heads.

9All mankind shall be afraid.
They shall declare the work of God,
and shall wisely ponder what he has
done.

10The righteous shall be glad in Yahweh,
and shall take refuge in him.
All the upright in heart shall praise
him!

65
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
A song.
1Praise waits for you, God, in Zion.

Vows shall be performed to you.
2Youwho hear prayer,

all menwill come to you.
3 Sins overwhelmedme,

but you atoned for our transgressions.
4Blessed is the one whom you choose and

cause to come near,
that hemay live in your courts.
We will be filled with the goodness of
your house,

your holy temple.
5By awesome deeds of righteousness, you

answer us,
God of our salvation.

You who are the hope of all the ends of the
earth,

of those who are far away on the sea.
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6By your power, you form themountains,
having armed yourself with strength.

7You still the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves,
and the turmoil of the nations.

8 They also who dwell in faraway places
are afraid at your wonders.

You call the morning’s dawn and the
evening with songs of joy.

9You visit the earth, and water it.
You greatly enrich it.

The river of God is full of water.
You provide them grain, for so you
have ordained it.

10You drench its furrows.
You level its ridges.
You soften it with showers.
You bless it with a crop.

11You crown the year with your bounty.
Your carts overflowwith abundance.

12The wilderness grasslands overflow.
The hills are clothed with gladness.

13The pastures are covered with flocks.
The valleys also are clothed with
grain.

They shout for joy!
They also sing.

66
For the Chief Musician. A song. A Psalm.
1Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth!

2 Sing to the glory of his name!
Offer glory and praise!

3Tell God, “How awesome are your deeds!
Through the greatness of your power,
your enemies submit themselves to
you.

4All the earth will worship you,
and will sing to you;
they will sing to your name.”

Selah.
5Come, and see God’s deeds—

awesome work on behalf of the chil-
dren of men.

6He turned the sea into dry land.
They went through the river on foot.
There, we rejoiced in him.

7He rules by his might forever.
His eyes watch the nations.
Don’t let the rebellious rise up against
him.

Selah.
8Praise our God, you peoples!

Make the sound of his praise heard,
9who preserves our life among the living,

and doesn’t allow our feet to be
moved.

10For you, God, have tested us.
You have refined us, as silver is re-
fined.

11You brought us into prison.
You laid a burden on our backs.

12You allowedmen to ride over our heads.
Wewent throughfire and throughwa-
ter,

but you brought us to the place of
abundance.

13 I will come into your temple with burnt
offerings.

I will paymy vows to you,
14whichmy lips promised,
and my mouth spoke, when I was in
distress.

15 I will offer to you burnt offerings of fat
animals,

with the offering of rams,
I will offer bulls with goats.

Selah.
16Come and hear, all you who fear God.

I will declare what he has done formy
soul.

17 I cried to himwithmymouth.
He was extolled withmy tongue.

18 If I cherished sin inmy heart,
the Lord wouldn’t have listened.

19But most certainly, God has listened.
He has heard the voice of my prayer.

20 Blessed be God, who has not turned
awaymy prayer,

nor his loving kindness fromme.

67
For the Chief Musician. With stringed in-
struments. A Psalm. A song.
1May God bemerciful to us, bless us,

and cause his face to shine on us.
Selah.

2That your waymay be known on earth,
and your salvation among all nations,

3 let the peoples praise you, God.
Let all the peoples praise you.

4Oh let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you will judge the peoples with
equity,

and govern the nations on earth.
Selah.
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5Let the peoples praise you, God.
Let all the peoples praise you.

6The earth has yielded its increase.
God, even our own God, will bless us.

7Godwill bless us.
All the ends of the earth shall fear him.

68
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
A song.
1Let God arise!

Let his enemies be scattered!
Let themwhohatehimalsofleebefore
him.

2As smoke is driven away,
so drive them away.

As waxmelts before the fire,
so let the wicked perish at the pres-
ence of God.

3But let the righteous be glad.
Let them rejoice before God.
Yes, let them rejoice with gladness.

4 Sing to God! Sing praises to his name!
Extol himwho rides on the clouds:

to Yah, his name!
Rejoice before him!

5A father of the fatherless, and a defender
of the widows,

is God in his holy habitation.
6God sets the lonely in families.
He brings out the prisoners with singing,

but the rebellious dwell in a sun-
scorched land.

7 God, when you went out before your
people,

when you marched through the
wilderness...

Selah.
8The earth trembled.

The sky also poured down rain at the
presence of the God of Sinai—

at the presence of God, the God of
Israel.

9You, God, sent a plentiful rain.
You confirmed your inheritancewhen
it was weary.

10Your congregation lived therein.
You, God, prepared your goodness for
the poor.

11The Lord announced the word.
The ones who proclaim it are a great
company.

12 “Kings of armies flee! They flee!”

She who waits at home divides the
plunder,

13 while you sleep among the camp
fires,

the wings of a dove sheathed with sil-
ver,

her feathers with shining gold.
14 When the Almighty scattered kings in

her,
it snowed on Zalmon.

15 The mountains of Bashan are majestic
mountains.

Themountains of Bashan are rugged.
16 Why do you look in envy, you rugged

mountains,
at themountainwhere God chooses to
reign?

Yes, Yahwehwill dwell there forever.
17 The chariots of God are tens of thou-

sands and thousands of thousands.
The Lord is among them, from Sinai,
into the sanctuary.

18You have ascended on high.
You have led away captives.

You have received gifts among people,
yes, among the rebellious also, that
Yah Godmight dwell there.

19Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears our
burdens,

even the Godwho is our salvation.
Selah.

20God is to us a God of deliverance.
To Yahweh, the Lord, belongs escape
from death.

21 But God will strike through the head of
his enemies,

the hairy scalp of such a one as still
continues in his guiltiness.

22 The Lord said, “I will bring you again
from Bashan,

I will bring you again from the depths
of the sea,

23 that you may crush them, dipping your
foot in blood,

that the tongues of your dogs may
have their portion from your ene-
mies.”

24They have seen your processions, God,
even the processions of my God, my
King, into the sanctuary.

25 The singers went before, the minstrels
followed after,
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among the ladies playing with tam-
bourines,

26 “Bless God in the congregations,
even the Lord in the assembly of Is-
rael!”

27There is little Benjamin, their ruler,
the princes of Judah, their council,
the princes of Zebulun, and the
princes of Naphtali.

28 Your God has commanded your
strength.

Strengthen, God, that which you have
done for us.

29Because of your temple at Jerusalem,
kings shall bring presents to you.

30Rebuke the wild animal of the reeds,
the multitude of the bulls with the
calves of the peoples.

Trample under foot the bars of silver.
Scatter the nationswho delight inwar.

31Princes shall come out of Egypt.
Ethiopia shall hurry to stretch out her
hands to God.

32 Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth!
Sing praises to the Lord—

Selah—
33 to himwho rides on the heaven of heav-

ens, which are of old;
behold, he utters his voice, a mighty
voice.

34Ascribe strength to God!
His excellency is over Israel,
his strength is in the skies.

35Youareawesome, God, in your sanctuar-
ies.

The God of Israel gives strength and
power to his people.

Praise be to God!

69
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of
“Lilies.” By David.
1 Saveme, God,

for the waters have come up to my
neck!

2 I sink in deep mire, where there is no
foothold.

I have come into deep waters, where
the floods overflowme.

3 I amweary withmy crying.
My throat is dry.
My eyes fail looking for my God.

4 Those who hate me without a cause are
more than the hairs of my head.

Those who want to cut me off, being
my enemies wrongfully, are mighty.

I have to restore what I didn’t take
away.

5God, you knowmy foolishness.
My sins aren’t hidden from you.

6 Don’t let those who wait for you be
shamed through me, Lord Yahweh
of Armies.

Don’t let those who seek you be
brought to dishonor through me,
God of Israel.

7 Because for your sake, I have borne re-
proach.

Shame has coveredmy face.
8 I have become a stranger to my brothers,

an alien to mymother’s children.
9For the zeal of your house consumesme.

The reproaches of thosewhoreproach
you have fallen onme.

10When I wept and I fasted,
that was to my reproach.

11When I made sackclothmy clothing,
I became a byword to them.

12Those who sit in the gate talk about me.
I am the song of the drunkards.

13 But as for me, my prayer is to you, Yah-
weh, in an acceptable time.

God, in the abundance of your loving
kindness, answer me in the truth of
your salvation.

14Deliver me out of the mire, and don’t let
me sink.

Let me be delivered from those who
hateme, and out of the deepwaters.

15 Don’t let the flood waters overwhelm
me,

neither let the deep swallowme up.
Don’t let the pit shut its mouth onme.

16 Answer me, Yahweh, for your loving
kindness is good.

According to the multitude of your
tender mercies, turn to me.

17Don’t hide your face from your servant,
for I am in distress.
Answerme speedily!

18Draw near to my soul and redeem it.
Ransomme because of my enemies.

19 You know my reproach, my shame, and
my dishonor.
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My adversaries are all before you.
20Reproach has brokenmyheart, and I am

full of heaviness.
I looked for some to takepity, but there
was none;

for comforters, but I found none.
21They also gaveme poison for my food.

In my thirst, they gave me vinegar to
drink.

22 Let their table before them become a
snare.

May it become a retribution and a
trap.

23 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they
can’t see.

Let their backs be continually bent.
24Pour out your indignation on them.

Let the fierceness of your anger over-
take them.

25Let their habitation be desolate.
Let no one dwell in their tents.

26 For they persecute him whom you have
wounded.

They tell of the sorrow of those whom
you have hurt.

27Charge themwith crime upon crime.
Don’t let them come into your righ-
teousness.

28Let thembeblottedoutof thebookof life,
and not be written with the righteous.

29But I am in pain and distress.
Let your salvation, God, protect me.

30 Iwill praise thenameofGodwith a song,
and will magnify him with thanksgiv-
ing.

31 It will please Yahweh better than an ox,
or a bull that has horns and hoofs.

32The humble have seen it, and are glad.
Youwho seek after God, let your heart
live.

33For Yahweh hears the needy,
anddoesn’t despisehis captivepeople.

34Let heaven and earth praise him;
the seas, and everything that moves
therein!

35 For God will save Zion, and build the
cities of Judah.

They shall settle there, and own it.
36 The children also of his servants shall

inherit it.
Those who love his name shall dwell
therein.

70
For the Chief Musician. By David. A re-
minder.
1Hurry, God, to deliver me.

Come quickly to help me, Yahweh.
2 Let them be disappointed and con-

founded who seekmy soul.
Let those who desire my ruin be
turned back in disgrace.

3 Let them be turned because of their
shame

who say, “Aha! Aha!”
4Let all those who seek you rejoice and be

glad in you.
Let thosewho love your salvation con-
tinually say,

“Let God be exalted!”
5But I am poor and needy.

Come tome quickly, God.
You aremy help andmy deliverer.

Yahweh, don’t delay.

71
1 In you, Yahweh, I take refuge.

Never let me be disappointed.
2 Deliver me in your righteousness, and

rescueme.
Turn your ear to me, and saveme.

3 Be to me a rock of refuge to which I may
always go.

Give the command to saveme,
for you aremy rock andmy fortress.

4Rescueme, my God, from the hand of the
wicked,

from the hand of the unrighteous and
cruel man.

5For you aremy hope, Lord Yahweh,
my confidence frommy youth.

6 I have relied on you from the womb.
You are he who took me out of my
mother’s womb.

I will always praise you.
7 I am amarvel to many,

but you aremy strong refuge.
8Mymouth shall befilledwith your praise,

with your honor all day long.
9Don’t reject me inmy old age.

Don’t forsake me when my strength
fails.

10Formy enemies talk about me.
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Thosewhowatch formy soul conspire
together,

11 saying, “God has forsaken him.
Pursue and take him, for no one will
rescue him.”

12God, don’t be far fromme.
My God, hurry to help me.

13 Let my accusers be disappointed and
consumed.

Let thembecoveredwithdisgrace and
scorn whowant to harmme.

14But I will always hope,
and will add to all of your praise.

15Mymouthwill tell about your righteous-
ness,

and of your salvation all day,
though I don’t know its full measure.

16 I will come with the mighty acts of the
Lord Yahweh.

Iwillmakemention of your righteous-
ness, even of yours alone.

17God, youhave taughtme frommyyouth.
Until now, I have declared your won-
drous works.

18Yes, evenwhen I amoldandgray-haired,
God, don’t forsakeme,

until I have declared your strength to
the next generation,

your might to everyone who is to
come.

19God, your righteousness also reaches to
the heavens.

You have done great things.
God, who is like you?

20You,whohave shownusmanyandbitter
troubles,

you will let me live.
You will bring us up again from the
depths of the earth.

21 Increase my honor
and comfort me again.

22 I will also praise you with the harp for
your faithfulness, my God.

I sing praises to youwith the lyre, Holy
One of Israel.

23My lips shall shout for joy!
My soul, which you have redeemed,
sings praises to you!

24My tonguewill also talk about your righ-
teousness all day long,

for they are disappointed, and they
are confounded,

whowant to harmme.

72
By Solomon.
1God, give the king your justice;

your righteousness to the royal son.
2Hewill judge your peoplewith righteous-

ness,
and your poor with justice.

3 The mountains shall bring prosperity to
the people.

The hills bring the fruit of righteous-
ness.

4Hewill judge the poor of the people.
He will save the children of the needy,
andwill break the oppressor in pieces.

5 They shall fear you while the sun en-
dures;

and as long as the moon, throughout
all generations.

6Hewill comedown like rain on themown
grass,

as showers that water the earth.
7 In his days, the righteous shall flourish,

and abundance of peace, until the
moon is nomore.

8He shall have dominion also from sea to
sea,

from theRiver to the ends of the earth.
9 Those who dwell in the wilderness shall

bow before him.
His enemies shall lick the dust.

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the islands
will bring tribute.

Thekingsof ShebaandSebashall offer
gifts.

11Yes, all kings shall fall down before him.
All nations shall serve him.

12 For he will deliver the needy when he
cries;

the poor, who has no helper.
13Hewill have pity on the poor and needy.

He will save the souls of the needy.
14He will redeem their soul from oppres-

sion and violence.
Their blood will be precious in his
sight.

15 He will live; and Sheba’s gold will be
given to him.

Menwill pray for him continually.
They will bless him all day long.

16Abundance of grain shall be throughout
the land.
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Its fruit sways like Lebanon.
Let it flourish, thriving like the grass of
the field.

17His name endures forever.
His name continues as long as the sun.

Men shall be blessed by him.
All nations will call him blessed.

18 Praise be to Yahweh God, the God of
Israel,

who alone does marvelous deeds.
19Blessed be his glorious name forever!

Let the whole earth be filled with his
glory!

Amen and amen.
20This ends theprayersbyDavid, the son

of Jesse.
BOOK 3
73

A Psalm by Asaph.
1 Surely God† is good to Israel,

to those who are pure in heart.
2But as for me, my feet were almost gone.

My steps had nearly slipped.
3For I was envious of the arrogant,

when I saw the prosperity of the
wicked.

4For there are no struggles in their death,
but their strength is firm.

5They are free from burdens of men,
neither are they plagued like other
men.

6 Therefore pride is like a chain around
their neck.

Violence covers them like a garment.
7Their eyes bulge with fat.

Their minds pass the limits of conceit.
8They scoff and speak withmalice.

In arrogance, they threaten oppres-
sion.

9Theyhave set theirmouth in theheavens.
Their tongue walks through the earth.

10Therefore their people return to them,
and they drink up waters of abun-
dance.

11They say, “How does God know?
Is there knowledge in theMost High?”

12Behold, these are the wicked.

Being always at ease, they increase in
riches.

13 Surely I have cleansedmy heart in vain,
and washedmy hands in innocence,

14For all day long I have been plagued,
and punished everymorning.

15 If I had said, “I will speak thus”,
behold, Iwouldhavebetrayed thegen-
eration of your children.

16When I tried to understand this,
it was too painful for me—

17until I entered God’s sanctuary,
and considered their latter end.

18 Surely you set them in slippery places.
You throw them down to destruction.

19How they are suddenly destroyed!
They are completely swept away with
terrors.

20As a dreamwhen one wakes up,
so, Lord,‡ when you awake, you will
despise their fantasies.

21Formy soul was grieved.
I was embittered inmy heart.

22 I was so senseless and ignorant.
I was a brute beast before you.

23Nevertheless, I am continuallywith you.
You have heldmy right hand.

24Youwill guidemewith your counsel,
and afterward receive me to glory.

25Whom do I have in heaven?
There isnooneonearthwhomIdesire
besides you.

26My flesh andmy heart fails,
butGod is the strengthofmyheart and
my portion forever.

27 For, behold, those who are far from you
shall perish.

You have destroyed all those who are
unfaithful to you.

28But it is good forme to comeclose toGod.
I have made the Lord Yahweh§ my
refuge,

that I may tell of all your works.

74
A contemplation by Asaph.
1God, why have you rejected us forever?

† 73:1 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 73:20 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
§ 73:28 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations.
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Why does your anger smolder against
the sheep of your pasture?

2Rememberyourcongregation,whichyou
purchased of old,

which you have redeemed to be the
tribe of your inheritance:

Mount Zion, in which you have lived.
3Lift up your feet to the perpetual ruins,

all the evil that the enemy has done in
the sanctuary.

4Your adversaries have roared in themid-
dle of your assembly.

They have set up their standards as
signs.

5They behaved like menwielding axes,
cutting through a thicket of trees.

6Now they break all its carvedwork down
with hatchet and hammers.

7They have burned your sanctuary to
the ground.

They have profaned the dwelling
place of your Name.

8 They said in their heart, “We will crush
them completely.”

They have burned up all the places in
the landwhere Godwas worshiped.

9We see nomiraculous signs.
There is no longer any prophet,
neither is there among us anyonewho
knows how long.

10 How long, God, shall the adversary re-
proach?

Shall the enemy blaspheme your
name forever?

11Why do you draw back your hand, even
your right hand?

Take it from your chest and consume
them!

12Yet God is my King of old,
working salvation throughout the
earth.

13You divided the sea by your strength.
You broke the heads of the sea mon-
sters in the waters.

14 You broke the heads of Leviathan in
pieces.

You gave him as food to people and
desert creatures.

15You opened up spring and stream.
You dried upmighty rivers.

16The day is yours, the night is also yours.

You have prepared the light and the
sun.

17 You have set all the boundaries of the
earth.

You havemade summer andwinter.
18 Remember this, that the enemy has

mocked you, Yahweh.
Foolish people have blasphemed your
name.

19 Don’t deliver the soul of your dove to
wild beasts.

Don’t forget the life of your poor for-
ever.

20Honor your covenant,
for haunts of violence fill the dark
places of the earth.

21Don’t let the oppressed return ashamed.
Let the poor and needy praise your
name.

22Arise, God! Plead your own cause.
Remember how the foolish man
mocks you all day.

23 Don’t forget the voice of your adver-
saries.

The tumult of those who rise up
against you ascends continually.

75
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do
Not Destroy.” A Psalm by Asaph. A song.
1We give thanks to you, God.

We give thanks, for yourName is near.
Men tell about your wondrous works.

2When I choose the appointed time,
I will judge blamelessly.

3The earth and all its inhabitants quake.
I firmly hold its pillars.

Selah.
4 I said to the arrogant, “Don’t boast!”

I said to the wicked, “Don’t lift up the
horn.

5Don’t lift up your horn on high.
Don’t speak with a stiff neck.”

6 For neither from the east, nor from the
west,

nor yet from the south, comes exalta-
tion.

7But God is the judge.
He puts down one, and lifts up an-
other.

8For in Yahweh’s hand there is a cup,
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full of foaming wine mixed with
spices.

He pours it out.
Indeed the wicked of the earth drink
and drink it to its very dregs.

9But I will declare this forever:
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.

10 I will cut off all the horns of the wicked,
but the horns of the righteous shall be
lifted up.

76
For the ChiefMusician. On stringed instru-
ments. A Psalm by Asaph. A song.
1 In Judah, God is known.

His name is great in Israel.
2His tabernacle is also in Salem.

His dwelling place in Zion.
3There he broke the flaming arrows of the

bow,
the shield, and the sword, and the
weapons of war.

Selah.
4Glorious are you, and excellent,

more thanmountains of game.
5Valiant men lie plundered,

they have slept their last sleep.
None of the men of war can lift their
hands.

6At your rebuke, God of Jacob,
both chariot and horse are cast into a
dead sleep.

7You, even you, are to be feared.
Who can stand in your sightwhen you
are angry?

8You pronounced judgment from heaven.
The earth feared, and was silent,
9when God arose to judgment,
to save all the afflicted ones of the
earth.

Selah.
10 Surely the wrath of man praises you.

The survivors of your wrath are re-
strained.

11 Make vows to Yahweh your God, and
fulfill them!

Let all of his neighbors bring presents
to himwho is to be feared.

12Hewill cut off the spirit of princes.
He is feared by the kings of the earth.

77
For the Chief Musician. To Jeduthun. A
Psalm by Asaph.
1My cry goes to God!

Indeed, I cry to God for help,
and for him to listen to me.

2 In thedayofmy trouble I sought theLord.
My hand was stretched out in the
night, and didn’t get tired.

My soul refused to be comforted.
3 I remember God, and I groan.

I complain, and my spirit is over-
whelmed.

Selah.
4You holdmy eyelids open.

I am so troubled that I can’t speak.
5 I have considered the days of old,

the years of ancient times.
6 I remembermy song in the night.

I consider inmy own heart;
my spirit diligently inquires:

7 “Will the Lord reject us forever?
Will he be favorable nomore?

8 Has his loving kindness vanished for-
ever?

Does his promise fail for generations?
9Has God forgotten to be gracious?

Has he, in anger, withheld his compas-
sion?”

Selah.
10Then I thought, “I will appeal to this:

the years of the right hand of theMost
High.”

11 I will remember Yah’s deeds;
for I will remember your wonders of
old.

12 I will also meditate on all your work,
and consider your doings.

13Your way, God, is in the sanctuary.
What god is great like God?

14You are the Godwho does wonders.
You have made your strength known
among the peoples.

15 You have redeemed your people with
your arm,

the sons of Jacob and Joseph.
Selah.

16The waters saw you, God.
Thewaters sawyou, and theywrithed.
The depths also convulsed.

17The clouds poured out water.
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The skies resounded with thunder.
Your arrows also flashed around.

18 The voice of your thunder was in the
whirlwind.

The lightnings lit up the world.
The earth trembled and shook.

19Your way was through the sea,
your paths through the great waters.
Your footsteps were not known.

20You led your people like a flock,
by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

78
A contemplation by Asaph.
1Hearmy teaching, my people.

Turn your ears to the words of my
mouth.

2 I will openmymouth in a parable.
I will utter dark sayings of old,

3which we have heard and known,
and our fathers have told us.

4 We will not hide them from their chil-
dren,

telling to the generation to come the
praises of Yahweh,

his strength, and his wondrous deeds
that he has done.

5For he established a covenant in Jacob,
and appointed a teaching in Israel,
which he commanded our fathers,
that they should make them known to
their children;

6 that the generation to come might know,
even the children who should be
born;

who should arise and tell their chil-
dren,

7 that theymight set their hope in God,
and not forget God’s deeds,
but keep his commandments,

8andmight not be as their fathers—
a stubborn and rebellious generation,
a generation that didn’t make their
hearts loyal,

whose spirit was not steadfast with
God.

9 The children of Ephraim, being armed
and carrying bows,

turned back in the day of battle.
10They didn’t keep God’s covenant,

and refused to walk in his law.
11They forgot his doings,

his wondrous deeds that he had
shown them.

12He did marvelous things in the sight of
their fathers,

in the land of Egypt, in the field of
Zoan.

13He split the sea, and caused them to pass
through.

Hemade the waters stand as a heap.
14 In the daytime he also led them with a

cloud,
and all night with a light of fire.

15He split rocks in the wilderness,
and gave them drink abundantly as
out of the depths.

16He brought streams also out of the rock,
and caused waters to run down like
rivers.

17Yet they still went on to sin against him,
to rebel against the Most High in the
desert.

18They tempted God in their heart
by asking food according to their de-
sire.

19Yes, they spoke against God.
They said, “Can God prepare a table in
the wilderness?

20Behold, he struck the rock, so thatwaters
gushed out,

and streams overflowed.
Can he give bread also?

Will he providemeat for his people?”
21 Therefore Yahweh heard, and was an-

gry.
A fire was kindled against Jacob,
anger also went up against Israel,

22because they didn’t believe in God,
and didn’t trust in his salvation.

23Yet he commanded the skies above,
and opened the doors of heaven.

24He rained downmanna on them to eat,
and gave them food from the sky.

25Man ate the bread of angels.
He sent them food to the full.

26He caused the east wind to blow in the
sky.

By his power he guided the south
wind.

27He also rainedmeat on them as the dust,
winged birds as the sand of the seas.

28 He let them fall in the middle of their
camp,

around their habitations.
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29 So they ate, and were well filled.
He gave them their own desire.

30They didn’t turn from their cravings.
Their food was yet in their mouths,
31 when the anger of God went up
against them,

killed some of their strongest,
and struck down the young men of
Israel.

32For all this they still sinned,
and didn’t believe in his wondrous
works.

33 Therefore he consumed their days in
vanity,

and their years in terror.
34Whenhekilled them, then they inquired

after him.
They returned and sought God
earnestly.

35 They remembered that God was their
rock,

the Most High God, their redeemer.
36But they flattered himwith their mouth,

and lied to himwith their tongue.
37For their heart was not right with him,

neither were they faithful in his
covenant.

38But he, being merciful, forgave iniquity,
and didn’t destroy them.

Yes, many times he turned his anger
away,

and didn’t stir up all his wrath.
39 He remembered that they were but

flesh,
a wind that passes away, and doesn’t
come again.

40How often they rebelled against him in
the wilderness,

and grieved him in the desert!
41They turned again and tempted God,

and provoked the Holy One of Israel.
42They didn’t remember his hand,

nor the day when he redeemed them
from the adversary;

43how he set his signs in Egypt,
his wonders in the field of Zoan,

44he turned their rivers into blood,
and their streams, so that they could
not drink.

45 He sent among them swarms of flies,
which devoured them;

and frogs, which destroyed them.

46He also gave their increase to the cater-
pillar,

and their labor to the locust.
47He destroyed their vines with hail,

their sycamore fig trees with frost.
48 He also gave over their livestock to the

hail,
and their flocks to hot thunderbolts.

49 He threw on them the fierceness of his
anger,

wrath, indignation, and trouble,
and a band of angels of evil.

50Hemade a path for his anger.
He didn’t spare their soul from death,
but gave their life over to the pesti-
lence,

51and struck all the firstborn in Egypt,
the chief of their strength in the tents
of Ham.

52But he led out his own people like sheep,
andguided themin thewilderness like
a flock.

53He led them safely, so that they weren’t
afraid,

but the sea overwhelmed their ene-
mies.

54 He brought them to the border of his
sanctuary,

to thismountain, which his right hand
had taken.

55 He also drove out the nations before
them,

allotted them for an inheritance by
line,

and made the tribes of Israel to dwell
in their tents.

56 Yet they tempted and rebelled against
the Most High God,

and didn’t keep his testimonies,
57but turnedback, anddealt treacherously

like their fathers.
They were twisted like a deceitful
bow.

58 For they provoked him to anger with
their high places,

and moved him to jealousy with their
engraved images.

59When God heard this, he was angry,
and greatly abhorred Israel,

60 so that he abandoned the tent of Shiloh,
the tent which he placed amongmen,

61and delivered his strength into captivity,
his glory into the adversary’s hand.
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62 He also gave his people over to the
sword,

and was angry with his inheritance.
63Fire devoured their youngmen.

Their virgins had no wedding song.
64Their priests fell by the sword,

and their widows couldn’t weep.
65 Then the Lord awakened as one out of

sleep,
like a mighty man who shouts by rea-
son of wine.

66He struck his adversaries backward.
He put them to a perpetual reproach.

67Moreover he rejected the tent of Joseph,
and didn’t choose the tribe of
Ephraim,

68But chose the tribe of Judah,
Mount Zion which he loved.

69He built his sanctuary like the heights,
like theearthwhichhehasestablished
forever.

70He also chose David his servant,
and took him from the sheepfolds;

71 from following the ewes that have their
young,

he brought him to be the shepherd of
Jacob, his people,

and Israel, his inheritance.
72 So he was their shepherd according to

the integrity of his heart,
and guided them by the skillfulness of
his hands.

79
A Psalm by Asaph.
1 God, the nations have come into your

inheritance.
They have defiled your holy temple.
They have laid Jerusalem in heaps.

2 They have given the dead bodies of your
servants to be food for the birds of
the sky,

the flesh of your saints to the animals
of the earth.

3 They have shed their blood like water
around Jerusalem.

There was no one to bury them.
4Wehave becomea reproach to our neigh-

bors,
a scoffing and derision to those who
are around us.

5How long, Yahweh?

Will you be angry forever?
Will your jealousy burn like fire?

6 Pour out your wrath on the nations that
don’t know you,

on the kingdoms that don’t call on
your name,

7 for they have devoured Jacob,
and destroyed his homeland.

8 Don’t hold the iniquities of our forefa-
thers against us.

Let your tendermercies speedilymeet
us,

for we are in desperate need.
9Helpus,Godofour salvation, for theglory

of your name.
Deliver us, and forgive our sins, for
your name’s sake.

10 Why should the nations say, “Where is
their God?”

Let it be known among the nations,
before our eyes,

that vengeance for your servants’
blood is being poured out.

11 Let the sighing of the prisoner come
before you.

According to the greatness of your
power, preserve those who are sen-
tenced to death.

12 Pay back to our neighbors seven times
into their bosom

their reproach with which they have
reproached you, Lord.

13 So we, your people and sheep of your
pasture,

will give you thanks forever.
We will praise you forever, to all gen-
erations.

80
For the ChiefMusician. To the tune of “The
Lilies of the Covenant.” A Psalm by Asaph.
1Hear us, Shepherd of Israel,

you who lead Joseph like a flock,
youwho sit above the cherubim, shine
out.

2 Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Man-
asseh, stir up yourmight!

Come to save us!
3Turn us again, God.

Cause your face to shine,
and wewill be saved.
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4Yahweh God of Armies,
how longwill you be angry against the
prayer of your people?

5Youhave fed themwith thebreadof tears,
and given them tears to drink in large
measure.

6Youmakeus a source of contention to our
neighbors.

Our enemies laugh among them-
selves.

7Turn us again, God of Armies.
Cause your face to shine,
and wewill be saved.

8You brought a vine out of Egypt.
Youdroveout thenations, andplanted
it.

9You cleared the ground for it.
It took deep root, and filled the land.

10 The mountains were covered with its
shadow.

Its boughs were like God’s cedars.
11 It sent out its branches to the sea,

its shoots to the River.
12Why have you broken down its walls,

so that all those who pass by the way
pluck it?

13The boar out of the wood ravages it.
Thewild animals of thefield feed on it.

14Turn again, we beg you, God of Armies.
Look down from heaven, and see, and
visit this vine,

15 the stockwhich your right handplanted,
the branch that you made strong for
yourself.

16 It’s burned with fire.
It’s cut down.
They perish at your rebuke.

17 Let your hand be on the man of your
right hand,

on the son of man whom you made
strong for yourself.

18 So wewill not turn away from you.
Revive us, and we will call on your
name.

19Turn us again, Yahweh God of Armies.
Cause your face to shine, and we will
be saved.

81
For the Chief Musician. On an instrument
of Gath. By Asaph.
1 Sing aloud to God, our strength!

Make a joyful shout to the God of Ja-
cob!

2 Raise a song, and bring here the tam-
bourine,

the pleasant lyre with the harp.
3Blow the trumpet at the NewMoon,

at the full moon, on our feast day.
4For it is a statute for Israel,

an ordinance of the God of Jacob.
5He appointed it in Joseph for a covenant,

when he went out over the land of
Egypt,

I heard a language that I didn’t know.
6“I removedhis shoulder from theburden.

His hands were freed from the basket.
7You called in trouble, and I delivered you.

I answered you in the secret place of
thunder.

I tested you at the waters of Meribah.”
Selah.

8 “Hear,my people, and Iwill testify to you,
Israel, if you would listen to me!

9There shall be no strange god in you,
neither shall you worship any foreign
god.

10 I am Yahweh, your God,
who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt.

Open your mouth wide, and I will fill
it.

11But my people didn’t listen to my voice.
Israel desired none of me.

12So I let themgo after the stubbornness of
their hearts,

that they might walk in their own
counsels.

13Oh that my people would listen to me,
that Israel would walk inmyways!

14 I would soon subdue their enemies,
and turnmy hand against their adver-
saries.

15 The haters of Yahweh would cringe be-
fore him,

and their punishment would last for-
ever.

16Buthewouldhavealso fed themwith the
finest of the wheat.

I will satisfy youwith honey out of the
rock.”

82
A Psalm by Asaph.
1God presides in the great assembly.
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He judges among the gods.
2 “How long will you judge unjustly,

and show partiality to the wicked?”
Selah.

3 “Defend the weak, the poor, and the fa-
therless.

Maintain the rights of the poor and
oppressed.

4Rescue the weak and needy.
Deliver them out of the hand of the
wicked.”

5 They don’t know, neither do they under-
stand.

Theywalk back and forth in darkness.
All the foundations of the earth are
shaken.

6 I said, “You are gods,
all of you are sons of the Most High.

7Nevertheless you shall die like men,
and fall like one of the rulers.”

8Arise, God, judge the earth,
for you inherit all of the nations.

83
A song. A Psalm by Asaph.
1God, don’t keep silent.

Don’t keep silent,
and don’t be still, God.

2For, behold, your enemies are stirred up.
Those who hate you have lifted up
their heads.

3They conspire with cunning against your
people.

Theyplot against your cherishedones.
4 “Come,” they say, “let’s destroy them as a

nation,
that thenameof Israelmaybe remem-
bered nomore.”

5 For they have conspired together with
onemind.

They form an alliance against you.
6The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites;

Moab, and the Hagrites;
7Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek;

Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre;
8Assyria also is joined with them.

They have helped the children of Lot.
Selah.

9Do to them as you did to Midian,
as to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the river
Kishon;

10who perished at Endor,

who became as dung for the earth.
11Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb,

yes, all their princes like Zebah and
Zalmunna,

12 who said, “Let’s take possession of
God’s pasture lands.”

13My God, make them like tumbleweed,
like chaff before the wind.

14As the fire that burns the forest,
as theflame that sets themountainson
fire,

15 so pursue themwith your tempest,
and terrify themwith your storm.

16Fill their faces with confusion,
that they may seek your name, Yah-
weh.

17Let them be disappointed and dismayed
forever.

Yes, let them be confounded and per-
ish;

18 that they may know that you alone,
whose name is Yahweh,

are theMost High over all the earth.

84
For the Chief Musician. On an instrument
of Gath. A Psalm by the sons of Korah.
1How lovely are your dwellings,

Yahweh of Armies!
2 My soul longs, and even faints for the

courts of Yahweh.
My heart and my flesh cry out for the
living God.

3Yes, the sparrow has found a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself,
where shemay have her young,

near your altars, Yahweh of Armies,
my King, andmy God.

4 Blessed are those who dwell in your
house.

They are always praising you.
Selah.

5 Blessed are those whose strength is in
you,

whohave set their hearts on apilgrim-
age.

6 Passing through the valley of Weeping,
theymake it a place of springs.

Yes, the autumn rain covers it with
blessings.

7They go from strength to strength.
Every one of themappears before God
in Zion.
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8Yahweh, God of Armies, hear my prayer.
Listen, God of Jacob.

Selah.
9Behold, God our shield,

look at the face of your anointed.
10 For a day in your courts is better than a

thousand.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the
house of my God,

than to dwell in the tents of wicked-
ness.

11For Yahweh God is a sun and a shield.
Yahwehwill give grace and glory.
He withholds no good thing from
those whowalk blamelessly.

12Yahweh of Armies,
blessed is themanwho trusts in you.

85
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by the
sons of Korah.
1Yahweh, you have been favorable to your

land.
You have restored the fortunes of Ja-
cob.

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your
people.

You have covered all their sin.
Selah.

3You have taken away all your wrath.
Youhave turned fromthefiercenessof
your anger.

4Turn us, God of our salvation,
and cause your indignation toward us
to cease.

5Will you be angry with us forever?
Will you draw out your anger to all
generations?

6Won’t you revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?

7 Show us your loving kindness, Yahweh.
Grant us your salvation.

8 I will hear what God, Yahweh, will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people,
his saints;

but let them not turn again to folly.
9 Surely his salvation is near those who

fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.

10Mercy and truthmeet together.
Righteousness and peace have kissed
each other.

11Truth springs out of the earth.
Righteousness has looked down from
heaven.

12Yes, Yahwehwill give thatwhich is good.
Our land will yield its increase.

13Righteousness goes before him,
and prepares the way for his steps.

86
A Prayer by David.
1Hear, Yahweh, and answerme,

for I am poor and needy.
2Preservemy soul, for I am godly.

You, my God, save your servant who
trusts in you.

3Bemerciful to me, Lord,
for I call to you all day long.

4Bring joy to the soul of your servant,
for to you, Lord, do I lift upmy soul.

5 For you, Lord, are good, and ready to
forgive,

abundant in loving kindness to all
those who call on you.

6Hear, Yahweh, my prayer.
Listen to the voice of my petitions.

7 In the day ofmy trouble I will call on you,
for you will answerme.

8 There is no one like you among the gods,
Lord,

nor any deeds like your deeds.
9All nations you havemadewill come and

worship before you, Lord.
They shall glorify your name.

10 For you are great, and do wondrous
things.

You are God alone.
11Teachme your way, Yahweh.

I will walk in your truth.
Makemy heart undivided to fear your
name.

12 I will praise you, Lord my God, with my
whole heart.

I will glorify your name forevermore.
13For your loving kindness is great toward

me.
You have delivered my soul from the
lowest Sheol.†

14God, theproudhave risenupagainstme.
Acompanyofviolentmenhavesought
after my soul,

† 86:13 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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and they don’t hold regard for you
before them.

15 But you, Lord, are a merciful and gra-
cious God,

slow to anger, and abundant in loving
kindness and truth.

16Turn tome, and havemercy onme!
Give your strength to your servant.
Save the son of your servant.

17 Showme a sign of your goodness,
that thosewhohatememay see it, and
be shamed,

because you, Yahweh, have helped
me, and comfortedme.

87
A Psalm by the sons of Korah; a Song.
1His foundation is in the holy mountains.

2Yahweh loves the gates of Zion more
than all the dwellings of Jacob.

3 Glorious things are spoken about you,
city of God.

Selah.
4 I will record Rahab† and Babylon among

those who acknowledgeme.
Behold, Philistia, Tyre, and also
Ethiopia:

“This one was born there.”
5 Yes, of Zion it will be said, “This one and

that one was born in her;”
the Most High himself will establish
her.

6Yahwehwill count,whenhewrites up the
peoples,

“This one was born there.”
Selah.

7 Those who sing as well as those who
dance say,

“All my springs are in you.”
88

A Song. A Psalm by the sons of Korah. For
the Chief Musician. To the tune of “The
Suffering of Affliction.” A contemplation
by Heman, the Ezrahite.
1Yahweh, the God of my salvation,

I have cried day and night before you.
2Let my prayer enter into your presence.

Turn your ear to my cry.
3Formy soul is full of troubles.

My life draws near to Sheol.†

4 I am counted among those who go down
into the pit.

I am like amanwho has no help,
5 set apart among the dead,
like the slain who lie in the grave,
whom you remember nomore.
They are cut off from your hand.

6You have laid me in the lowest pit,
in the darkest depths.

7Your wrath lies heavily onme.
You have afflicted me with all your
waves.

Selah.
8You have takenmy friends fromme.

You have made me an abomination to
them.

I am confined, and I can’t escape.
9My eyes are dim from grief.

I have called on you daily, Yahweh.
I have spread out my hands to you.

10Do you showwonders to the dead?
Do the departed spirits rise up and
praise you?

Selah.
11 Is your loving kindness declared in the

grave?
Or your faithfulness in Destruction?

12 Are your wonders made known in the
dark?

Or your righteousness in the land of
forgetfulness?

13But to you, Yahweh, I have cried.
In the morning, my prayer comes be-
fore you.

14Yahweh, why do you reject my soul?
Why do you hide your face fromme?

15 I am afflicted and ready to die from my
youth up.

While I suffer your terrors, I am dis-
tracted.

16Your fierce wrath has gone over me.
Your terrors have cut me off.

17They came aroundme like water all day
long.

They completely engulfedme.
18 You have put lover and friend far from

me,
andmy friends into darkness.

89
A contemplation by Ethan, the Ezrahite.

† 87:4 Rahab is a reference to Egypt. † 88:3 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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1 I will sing of the loving kindness of Yah-
weh forever.

With my mouth, I will make known
your faithfulness to all generations.

2 I indeed declare, “Love stands firm for-
ever.

You established the heavens.
Your faithfulness is in them.”

3 “I havemade a covenant with my chosen
one,

I have sworn to David, my servant,
4 ‘I will establish your offspring forever,

and build up your throne to all gener-
ations.’ ”

Selah.
5 The heavens will praise your wonders,

Yahweh,
your faithfulness also in the assembly
of the holy ones.

6 For who in the skies can be compared to
Yahweh?

Who among the sons of the heavenly
beings is like Yahweh,

7a very awesome God in the council of the
holy ones,

to be feared above all those who are
around him?

8 Yahweh, God of Armies, who is a mighty
one, like you?

Yah, your faithfulness is around you.
9You rule the pride of the sea.

When its waves rise up, you calm
them.

10 You have broken Rahab in pieces, like
one of the slain.

You have scattered your enemies with
yourmighty arm.

11The heavens are yours.
The earth also is yours,
the world and its fullness.
You have founded them.

12 You have created the north and the
south.

Tabor and Hermon rejoice in your
name.

13You have amighty arm.
Your hand is strong, and your right
hand is exalted.

14 Righteousness and justice are the foun-
dation of your throne.

Loving kindness and truth go before
your face.

15 Blessed are the people who learn to ac-
claim you.

They walk in the light of your pres-
ence, Yahweh.

16 In your name they rejoice all day.
In your righteousness, they are ex-
alted.

17For you are the glory of their strength.
In your favor, our hornwill be exalted.

18For our shield belongs to Yahweh,
our king to the Holy One of Israel.

19Then you spoke in vision to your saints,
and said, “I have given strength to the
warrior.

I have exalted a young man from the
people.

20 I have found David, my servant.
I have anointed himwithmy holy oil,

21 with whom my hand shall be estab-
lished.

My armwill also strengthen him.
22No enemywill tax him.

No wickedmanwill oppress him.
23 I will beat down his adversaries before

him,
and strike those who hate him.

24But my faithfulness andmy loving kind-
ness will be with him.

Inmy name, his horn will be exalted.
25 I will set his hand also on the sea,

and his right hand on the rivers.
26Hewill call to me, ‘You aremy Father,

myGod, and the rock ofmy salvation!’
27 I will also appoint himmy firstborn,

the highest of the kings of the earth.
28 I will keep my loving kindness for him

forever more.
My covenantwill stand firmwith him.

29 I will also make his offspring endure
forever,

and his throne as the days of heaven.
30 If his children forsakemy law,

and don’t walk inmy ordinances;
31 if they breakmy statutes,

and don’t keepmy commandments;
32 then I will punish their sin with the rod,

and their iniquity with stripes.
33But I will not completely take my loving

kindness from him,
nor allowmy faithfulness to fail.

34 I will not breakmy covenant,
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nor alter what my lips have uttered.
35Once I have sworn bymy holiness,

I will not lie to David.
36His offspring will endure forever,

his throne like the sun before me.
37 It will be established forever like the

moon,
the faithful witness in the sky.”

Selah.
38But you have rejected and spurned.

You have been angry with your
anointed.

39 You have renounced the covenant of
your servant.

Youhave defiled his crown in the dust.
40You have broken down all his hedges.

You have brought his strongholds to
ruin.

41All who pass by the way rob him.
He has become a reproach to his neigh-

bors.
42 You have exalted the right hand of his

adversaries.
You have made all of his enemies re-
joice.

43Yes, you turn back the edge of his sword,
and haven’t supported him in battle.

44You have ended his splendor,
and thrown his throne down to the
ground.

45 You have shortened the days of his
youth.

You have covered himwith shame.
Selah.

46How long, Yahweh?
Will you hide yourself forever?
Will your wrath burn like fire?

47Remember how short my time is,
for what vanity you have created all
the children of men!

48 What man is he who shall live and not
see death,

who shall deliver his soul from the
power of Sheol?†

Selah.
49 Lord, where are your former loving

kindnesses,
which you swore to David in your
faithfulness?

50 Remember, Lord, the reproach of your
servants,

how I bear inmyheart the taunts of all
the mighty peoples,

51Withwhich your enemies havemocked,
Yahweh,

withwhich theyhavemocked the foot-
steps of your anointed one.

52Blessed be Yahweh forever more.
Amen, and Amen.

BOOK 4
90

A Prayer byMoses, the man of God.†
1 Lord,‡ you have been our dwelling place

for all generations.
2Before themountains were born,
before you had formed the earth and
the world,

even from everlasting to everlasting,
you are God.

3You turnman to destruction, saying,
“Return, you children of men.”

4Fora thousandyears inyour sight are just
like yesterday when it is past,

like a watch in the night.
5You sweep them away as they sleep.

In the morning they sprout like new
grass.

6 In themorning it sprouts and springs up.
By evening, it is withered and dry.

7For we are consumed in your anger.
We are troubled in your wrath.

8You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of yourpres-
ence.

9For all our days havepassed away in your
wrath.

We bring our years to an end as a sigh.
10The days of our years are seventy,

or even by reason of strength eighty
years;

yet their pride is but labor and sorrow,
for it passes quickly, and we fly away.

11Who knows the power of your anger,
your wrath according to the fear that
is due to you?

12 So teach us to count our days,
† 89:48 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 90: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 90:1 The
word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” § 90:13 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all
caps) in other translations.
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that wemay gain a heart of wisdom.
13Relent, Yahweh!§

How long?
Have compassion on your servants!

14 Satisfy us in the morning with your lov-
ing kindness,

thatwemay rejoice andbe glad all our
days.

15 Make us glad for as many days as you
have afflicted us,

for asmanyyears aswehave seenevil.
16Let your work appear to your servants,

your glory to their children.
17 Let the favor of the Lord our God be on

us.
Establish thework of our hands for us.
Yes, establish the work of our hands.

91
1He who dwells in the secret place of the

Most High
will rest in the shadow of the
Almighty.

2 Iwill say of Yahweh, “He ismy refuge and
my fortress;

my God, in whom I trust.”
3 For he will deliver you from the snare of

the fowler,
and from the deadly pestilence.

4Hewill cover you with his feathers.
Under his wings you will take refuge.
His faithfulness is your shield and
rampart.

5 You shall not be afraid of the terror by
night,

nor of the arrow that flies by day,
6 nor of the pestilence that walks in
darkness,

nor of the destruction that wastes at
noonday.

7A thousandmay fall at your side,
and ten thousand at your right hand;
but it will not come near you.

8Youwill only look with your eyes,
and see the recompense of thewicked.

9 Because you have made Yahweh your
refuge,

and the Most High your dwelling
place,

10no evil shall happen to you,
neither shall any plague come near
your dwelling.

11 For he will put his angels in charge of
you,

to guard you in all your ways.
12They will bear you up in their hands,

so that you won’t dash your foot
against a stone.

13Youwill tread on the lion and cobra.
You will trample the young lion and
the serpent underfoot.

14“Becausehehas sethis loveonme, there-
fore I will deliver him.

I will set him on high, because he has
knownmy name.

15Hewill call onme, and Iwill answerhim.
I will be with him in trouble.
I will deliver him, and honor him.

16 I will satisfy himwith long life,
and show himmy salvation.”

92
A Psalm. A song for the Sabbath day.
1 It is a good thing togive thanks toYahweh,

to sing praises to your name, Most
High,

2 to proclaim your loving kindness in the
morning,

and your faithfulness every night,
3with the ten-stringed lute, with the harp,

and with themelody of the lyre.
4 For you, Yahweh, have made me glad

through your work.
I will triumph in the works of your
hands.

5How great are your works, Yahweh!
Your thoughts are very deep.

6A senseless man doesn’t know,
neither does a fool understand this:

7 though the wicked spring up as the grass,
and all the evildoers flourish,
they will be destroyed forever.

8 But you, Yahweh, are on high forever
more.

9For behold, your enemies, Yahweh,
for behold, your enemies shall perish.
All the evildoers will be scattered.

10 But you have exalted my horn like that
of the wild ox.

I am anointed with fresh oil.
11My eye has also seenmy enemies.

My ears have heard of thewicked ene-
mies who rise up against me.

12Therighteous shallflourish like thepalm
tree.
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Hewill grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
13They are planted in Yahweh’s house.

They will flourish in our God’s courts.
14They will still produce fruit in old age.

They will be full of sap and green,
15 to show that Yahweh is upright.

He is my rock,
and there is no unrighteousness in
him.

93
1Yahweh reigns!

He is clothed withmajesty!
Yahweh is armedwith strength.

The world also is established.
It can’t be moved.

2Your throne is established from long ago.
You are from everlasting.

3The floods have lifted up, Yahweh,
the floods have lifted up their voice.
The floods lift up their waves.

4Above the voices of many waters,
the mighty breakers of the sea,
Yahweh on high is mighty.

5Your statutes stand firm.
Holiness adorns your house,
Yahweh, forever more.

94
1 Yahweh, you God to whom vengeance

belongs,
you God to whom vengeance belongs,
shine out.

2Rise up, you judge of the earth.
Payback theproudwhat theydeserve.

3Yahweh, how long will the wicked,
how long will the wicked triumph?

4They pour out arrogant words.
All the evildoers boast.

5 They break your people in pieces, Yah-
weh,

and afflict your heritage.
6They kill the widow and the alien,

andmurder the fatherless.
7They say, “Yahwill not see,

neither will Jacob’s God consider.”
8 Consider, you senseless among the peo-

ple;
you fools, whenwill you be wise?

9Hewho implanted the ear, won’t he hear?
He who formed the eye, won’t he see?

10Hewho disciplines the nations, won’t he
punish?

He who teaches man knows.
11Yahweh knows the thoughts of man,

that they are futile.
12Blessed is themanwhomyou discipline,

Yah,
and teach out of your law,

13 that youmay give him rest from the days
of adversity,

until the pit is dug for the wicked.
14For Yahwehwon’t reject his people,

neither will he forsake his inheri-
tance.

15 For judgment will return to righteous-
ness.

All the upright in heart shall follow it.
16 Who will rise up for me against the

wicked?
Who will stand up for me against the
evildoers?

17Unless Yahweh had beenmy help,
my soul would have soon lived in si-
lence.

18When I said, “My foot is slipping!”
Your loving kindness, Yahweh, held
me up.

19 In the multitude of my thoughts within
me,

your comforts delight my soul.
20 Shall the throne of wickedness have fel-

lowship with you,
which brings about mischief by
statute?

21They gather themselves together against
the soul of the righteous,

and condemn the innocent blood.
22But Yahweh has beenmy high tower,

my God, the rock of my refuge.
23He has brought on them their own iniq-

uity,
and will cut them off in their own
wickedness.

Yahweh, our God, will cut them off.

95
1Oh come, let’s sing to Yahweh.

Let’s shout aloud to the rock of our
salvation!

2 Let’s come before his presence with
thanksgiving.

Let’s extol himwith songs!
3For Yahweh is a great God,



Psalms 95:4 607 Psalms 97:10

a great King above all gods.
4 In his hand are the deep places of the

earth.
The heights of the mountains are also
his.

5The sea is his, and hemade it.
His hands formed the dry land.

6Oh come, let’s worship and bow down.
Let’s kneel before Yahweh, ourMaker,
7 for he is our God.

We are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep in his care.

Today, oh that you would hear his voice!
8 Don’t harden your heart, as at
Meribah,

as in the day of Massah in the wilder-
ness,

9when your fathers temptedme,
testedme, and sawmywork.

10 Forty long years I was grieved with that
generation,

and said, “They are a people who err
in their heart.

They have not knownmyways.”
11Therefore I swore inmywrath,

“They won’t enter into my rest.”

96
1 Sing to Yahweh a new song!

Sing to Yahweh, all the earth.
2 Sing to Yahweh!

Bless his name!
Proclaim his salvation from day to
day!

3Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the
peoples.

4 For Yahweh is great, and greatly to be
praised!

He is to be feared above all gods.
5For all the gods of the peoples are idols,

but Yahwehmade the heavens.
6Honor andmajesty are before him.

Strength and beauty are in his sanctu-
ary.

7 Ascribe to Yahweh, you families of na-
tions,

ascribe to Yahweh glory and strength.
8 Ascribe to Yahweh the glory due to his

name.

Bring an offering, and come into his
courts.

9Worship Yahweh in holy array.
Tremble before him, all the earth.

10Sayamong thenations, “Yahwehreigns.”
The world is also established.
It can’t be moved.
He will judge the peoples with equity.

11Let theheavens be glad, and let the earth
rejoice.

Let the sea roar, and its fullness!
12Let the field and all that is in it exult!
Then all the trees of the woods shall
sing for joy

13before Yahweh; for he comes,
for he comes to judge the earth.

He will judge the world with righteous-
ness,

the peoples with his truth.

97
1Yahweh reigns!

Let the earth rejoice!
Let themultitude of islands be glad!

2Clouds and darkness are around him.
Righteousness and justice are the
foundation of his throne.

3A fire goes before him,
and burns up his adversaries on every
side.

4His lightning lights up the world.
The earth sees, and trembles.

5The mountains melt like wax at the pres-
ence of Yahweh,

at the presence of the Lord of the
whole earth.

6The heavens declare his righteousness.
All the peoples have seen his glory.

7 Let all them be shamed who serve en-
graved images,

who boast in their idols.
Worship him, all you gods!†

8Zion heard andwas glad.
The daughters of Judah rejoiced
because of your judgments, Yahweh.

9For you, Yahweh, are most high above all
the earth.

You are exalted far above all gods.
10Youwho love Yahweh, hate evil!

He preserves the souls of his saints.
Hedelivers themout of thehandof the
wicked.

† 97:7 LXX reads “angels” instead of “gods”.
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11Light is sown for the righteous,
and gladness for the upright in heart.

12 Be glad in Yahweh, you righteous peo-
ple!

Give thanks to his holy Name.

98
A Psalm.
1 Sing to Yahweh a new song,

for he has donemarvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have
worked salvation for him.

2Yahweh hasmade known his salvation.
He has openly shown his righteous-
ness in the sight of the nations.

3 He has remembered his loving kind-
ness and his faithfulness toward the
house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God.

4 Make a joyful noise to Yahweh, all the
earth!

Burst out and sing for joy, yes, sing
praises!

5 Sing praises to Yahwehwith the harp,
with the harp and the voice ofmelody.

6 With trumpets and sound of the ram’s
horn,

make a joyful noise before the King,
Yahweh.

7Let the sea roar with its fullness;
the world, and those who dwell
therein.

8Let the rivers clap their hands.
Let the mountains sing for joy to-
gether.

9Let them sing before Yahweh,
for he comes to judge the earth.

He will judge the world with righteous-
ness,

and the peoples with equity.

99
1Yahweh reigns! Let the peoples tremble.

He sits enthroned among the cheru-
bim.

Let the earth bemoved.
2Yahweh is great in Zion.

He is high above all the peoples.
3Let them praise your great and awesome

name.
He is Holy!

4The King’s strength also loves justice.

You establish equity.
You execute justice and righteousness
in Jacob.

5Exalt Yahweh our God.
Worship at his footstool.
He is Holy!

6Moses andAaronwere amonghis priests,
Samuel was among those who call on
his name.

They called on Yahweh, and he an-
swered them.

7He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud.
They kept his testimonies,
the statute that he gave them.

8You answered them, Yahweh our God.
You are a Godwho forgave them,
although you took vengeance for their
doings.

9Exalt Yahweh, our God.
Worship at his holy hill,
for Yahweh, our God, is holy!

100
A Psalm of thanksgiving.
1 Shout for joy to Yahweh, all you lands!

2 Serve Yahwehwith gladness.
Come before his presence with
singing.

3Know that Yahweh, he is God.
It is he who has made us, and we are
his.

We are his people, and the sheep of his
pasture.

4Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,
and into his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, and bless his
name.

5For Yahweh is good.
His loving kindness endures forever,
his faithfulness to all generations.

101
A Psalm by David.
1 I will sing of loving kindness and justice.

To you, Yahweh, I will sing praises.
2 I will be careful to live a blameless life.

Whenwill you come tome?
I will walk within my house with a
blameless heart.

3 I will set no vile thing before my eyes.
I hate the deeds of faithless men.
They will not cling to me.
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4A perverse heart will be far fromme.
I will have nothing to do with evil.

5 I will silence whoever secretly slanders
his neighbor.

I won’t tolerate one who is arrogant
and conceited.

6Myeyeswill be on the faithful of the land,
that theymay dwell withme.

He whowalks in a perfect way,
he will serveme.

7 He who practices deceit won’t dwell
withinmy house.

He who speaks falsehood won’t be es-
tablished before my eyes.

8Morningbymorning, Iwill destroy all the
wicked of the land,

to cut off all the workers of iniquity
from Yahweh’s city.

102
A Prayer of the afflicted, when he is over-
whelmed and pours out his complaint be-
fore Yahweh.
1Hearmy prayer, Yahweh!

Let my cry come to you.
2 Don’t hide your face from me in the day

of my distress.
Turn your ear to me.
Answer me quickly in the day when I
call.

3Formy days consume away like smoke.
My bones are burned as a torch.

4My heart is blighted like grass, and with-
ered,

for I forget to eat my bread.
5By reason of the voice of my groaning,

my bones stick to my skin.
6 I am like a pelican of the wilderness.

I have become as an owl of the waste
places.

7 Iwatch, andhave become like a spar-
row that is alone on the housetop.

8My enemies reproachme all day.
Those who are mad at me use my
name as a curse.

9For I have eaten ashes like bread,
andmixedmy drink with tears,
10 because of your indignation and
your wrath;

for you have takenme up and thrown
me away.

11My days are like a long shadow.

I have withered like grass.

12But you, Yahweh, will remain forever;
your renown endures to all genera-
tions.

13Youwill arise and havemercy on Zion,
for it is time to have pity on her.
Yes, the set time has come.

14 For your servants take pleasure in her
stones,

and have pity on her dust.
15 So the nations will fear Yahweh’s name,

all the kings of the earth your glory.
16For Yahweh has built up Zion.

He has appeared in his glory.
17 He has responded to the prayer of the

destitute,
and has not despised their prayer.

18Thiswill bewritten for the generation to
come.

A people which will be created will
praise Yah,

19 for he has looked down from the height
of his sanctuary.

From heaven, Yahweh saw the earth,
20 to hear the groans of the prisoner,

to free those who are condemned to
death,

21 thatmenmay declare Yahweh’s name in
Zion,

and his praise in Jerusalem,
22when the peoples are gathered together,

the kingdoms, to serve Yahweh.

23 He weakened my strength along the
course.

He shortenedmy days.
24 I said, “My God, don’t take me away in

themiddle of my days.
Your years are throughout all genera-
tions.

25 Of old, you laid the foundation of the
earth.

The heavens are the work of your
hands.

26They will perish, but you will endure.
Yes, all of them will wear out like a
garment.

You will change them like a cloak, and
they will be changed.

27But you are the same.
Your years will have no end.
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28 The children of your servants will con-
tinue.

Their offspring will be established be-
fore you.”

103
By David.
1Praise Yahweh, my soul!

All that is within me, praise his holy
name!

2Praise Yahweh, my soul,
and don’t forget all his benefits,

3who forgives all your sins,
who heals all your diseases,

4who redeems your life from destruction,
who crowns you with loving kindness
and tender mercies,

5 who satisfies your desire with good
things,

so that your youth is renewed like the
eagle’s.

6Yahweh executes righteous acts,
and justice for all who are oppressed.

7Hemade known his ways to Moses,
his deeds to the children of Israel.

8Yahweh is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, and abundant in loving
kindness.

9Hewill not always accuse;
neither will he stay angry forever.

10Hehasnot dealtwith us according to our
sins,

nor repaid us for our iniquities.
11 For as the heavens are high above the

earth,
so great is his loving kindness toward
those who fear him.

12As far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgres-
sions from us.

13Like a father has compassion on his chil-
dren,

so Yahweh has compassion on those
who fear him.

14For he knows howwe aremade.
He remembers that we are dust.

15As for man, his days are like grass.
As a flower of the field, so he flour-
ishes.

16For thewindpassesover it, and it is gone.
Its place remembers it nomore.

17 But Yahweh’s loving kindness is from
everlasting toeverlastingwith those
who fear him,

his righteousness to children’s chil-
dren,

18 to those who keep his covenant,
to those who remember to obey his
precepts.

19Yahwehhas establishedhis throne in the
heavens.

His kingdom rules over all.
20Praise Yahweh, you angels of his,

whoaremighty in strength,who fulfill
his word,

obeying the voice of his word.
21Praise Yahweh, all you armies of his,

you servants of his, who do his plea-
sure.

22Praise Yahweh, all you works of his,
in all places of his dominion.
Praise Yahweh, my soul!

104
1Bless Yahweh, my soul.

Yahweh, my God, you are very great.
You are clothed with honor and
majesty.

2 He covers himself with light as with a
garment.

He stretches out the heavens like a
curtain.

3 He lays the beams of his rooms in the
waters.

Hemakes the clouds his chariot.
He walks on the wings of the wind.

4Hemakes his messengers†winds,
and his servants flames of fire.

5He laid the foundations of the earth,
that it should not bemoved forever.

6 You covered it with the deep as with a
cloak.

The waters stood above the moun-
tains.

7At your rebuke they fled.
At the voice of your thunder they hur-
ried away.

8Themountains rose,
the valleys sank down,
to the placewhich you had assigned to
them.

9 You have set a boundary that they may
not pass over,

† 104:4 or, angels
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that they don’t turn again to cover the
earth.

10He sends springs into the valleys.
They run among themountains.

11 They give drink to every animal of the
field.

The wild donkeys quench their thirst.
12The birds of the sky nest by them.

They sing among the branches.
13 He waters the mountains from his

rooms.
Theearth isfilledwith the fruit of your
works.

14He causes the grass to grow for the live-
stock,

and plants for man to cultivate,
that he may produce food out of the
earth:

15wine that makes the heart of man glad,
oil to make his face to shine,
and bread that strengthens man’s
heart.

16Yahweh’s trees are well watered,
the cedars of Lebanon, which he has
planted,

17where the birds make their nests.
The stork makes its home in the cy-
press trees.

18 The high mountains are for the wild
goats.

The rocks are a refuge for the rock
badgers.

19He appointed themoon for seasons.
The sun knows when to set.

20Youmake darkness, and it is night,
in which all the animals of the forest
prowl.

21The young lions roar after their prey,
and seek their food from God.

22The sun rises, and they steal away,
and lie down in their dens.

23Man goes out to his work,
to his labor until the evening.

24Yahweh, howmany are your works!
In wisdom, you havemade them all.
The earth is full of your riches.

25There is the sea, great and wide,
in which are innumerable living
things,

both small and large animals.
26There the ships go,

and leviathan, whom you formed to
play there.

27These all wait for you,
that you may give them their food in
due season.

28You give to them; they gather.
You open your hand; they are satisfied
with good.

29You hide your face; they are troubled.
You take away their breath; they die
and return to the dust.

30 You send out your Spirit and they are
created.

You renew the face of the ground.
31Let Yahweh’s glory endure forever.

Let Yahweh rejoice in his works.
32He looks at the earth, and it trembles.

He touches the mountains, and they
smoke.

33 I will sing to Yahweh as long as I live.
I will sing praise to my God while I
have any being.

34Let mymeditation be sweet to him.
I will rejoice in Yahweh.

35 Let sinners be consumed out of the
earth.

Let the wicked be nomore.
Bless Yahweh, my soul.
Praise Yah!

105
1Give thanks to Yahweh! Call on his name!

Make his doings known among the
peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him!
Tell of all his marvelous works.

3Glory in his holy name.
Let the heart of those who seek Yah-
weh rejoice.

4 Seek Yahweh and his strength.
Seek his face forever more.

5 Remember his marvelous works that he
has done:

his wonders, and the judgments of his
mouth,

6you offspring of Abraham, his servant,
you children of Jacob, his chosen ones.

7He is Yahweh, our God.
His judgments are in all the earth.

8 He has remembered his covenant for-
ever,

the word which he commanded to a
thousand generations,

9 the covenant which he made with Abra-
ham,

his oath to Isaac,
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10and confirmed it to Jacob for a statute;
to Israel for an everlasting covenant,

11 saying, “To you I will give the land of
Canaan,

the lot of your inheritance,”
12when they were but a few men in num-

ber,
yes, very few, and foreigners in it.

13They went about from nation to nation,
from one kingdom to another people.

14He allowed no one to do themwrong.
Yes, he reproved kings for their sakes,

15 “Don’t touchmy anointed ones!
Domy prophets no harm!”

16He called for a famine on the land.
He destroyed the food supplies.

17He sent a man before them.
Joseph was sold for a slave.

18They bruised his feet with shackles.
His neck was locked in irons,

19until the time that his word happened,
and Yahweh’s word proved him true.

20The king sent and freed him,
even the ruler of peoples, and let him
go free.

21Hemade him lord of his house,
and ruler of all of his possessions,

22 to discipline his princes at his pleasure,
and to teach his elders wisdom.

23 Israel also came into Egypt.
Jacob lived in the land of Ham.

24He increased his people greatly,
and made them stronger than their
adversaries.

25He turned their heart to hate his people,
to conspire against his servants.

26He sent Moses, his servant,
and Aaron, whom he had chosen.

27They performedmiracles among them,
and wonders in the land of Ham.

28He sent darkness, andmade it dark.
They didn’t rebel against his words.

29He turned their waters into blood,
and killed their fish.

30Their land swarmedwith frogs,
even in the rooms of their kings.

31He spoke, and swarms of flies came,
and lice in all their borders.

32He gave them hail for rain,
with lightning in their land.

33 He struck their vines and also their fig
trees,

and shattered the trees of their coun-
try.

34He spoke, and the locusts came
with the grasshoppers, without num-
ber.

35They ate up every plant in their land,
and ate up the fruit of their ground.

36 He struck also all the firstborn in their
land,

the first fruits of all their manhood.
37 He brought them out with silver and

gold.
There was not one feeble person
among his tribes.

38Egypt was glad when they departed,
for the fear of them had fallen on
them.

39He spread a cloud for a covering,
fire to give light in the night.

40They asked, and he brought quails,
and satisfied them with the bread of
the sky.

41He opened the rock, and waters gushed
out.

They ran as a river in the dry places.
42For he remembered his holy word,

and Abraham, his servant.
43He brought his people out with joy,

his chosen with singing.
44He gave them the lands of the nations.

They took the labor of the peoples in
possession,

45 that theymight keep his statutes,
and observe his laws.
Praise Yah!

106
1Praise Yahweh!

Give thanks to Yahweh, for he is good,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

2Who canutter themighty acts of Yahweh,
or fully declare all his praise?

3Blessed are those who keep justice.
Blessed is one who does what is right
at all times.

4 Remember me, Yahweh, with the favor
that you show to your people.

Visit me with your salvation,
5 that I may see the prosperity of your

chosen,
that I may rejoice in the gladness of
your nation,
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that Imayglorywithyour inheritance.
6We have sinned with our fathers.

We have committed iniquity.
We have done wickedly.

7Our fathers didn’t understand your won-
ders in Egypt.

They didn’t remember the multitude
of your loving kindnesses,

but were rebellious at the sea, even at
the Red Sea.

8 Nevertheless he saved them for his
name’s sake,

that he might make his mighty power
known.

9He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it was
dried up;

so he led them through the depths, as
through a desert.

10 He saved them from the hand of him
who hated them,

and redeemed them from the hand of
the enemy.

11The waters covered their adversaries.
There was not one of them left.

12Then they believed his words.
They sang his praise.

13They soon forgot his works.
They didn’t wait for his counsel,
14but gave in to craving in the desert,
and tested God in the wasteland.

15He gave them their request,
but sent leanness into their soul.

16They enviedMoses also in the camp,
and Aaron, Yahweh’s saint.

17 The earth opened and swallowed up
Dathan,

and covered the company of Abiram.
18A fire was kindled in their company.

The flame burned up the wicked.
19Theymade a calf in Horeb,

and worshiped amolten image.
20Thus they exchanged their glory

for an image of a bull that eats grass.
21They forgot God, their Savior,

who had done great things in Egypt,
22wondrousworks in the landofHam,
and awesome things by the Red Sea.

23Therefore he said that he would destroy
them,

had Moses, his chosen, not stood be-
fore him in the breach,

to turn away his wrath, so that he
wouldn’t destroy them.

24Yes, they despised the pleasant land.
They didn’t believe his word,
25but murmured in their tents,
and didn’t listen to Yahweh’s voice.

26Therefore he swore to them
that he would overthrow them in the
wilderness,

27 that he would overthrow their off-
spring among the nations,

and scatter them in the lands.
28They joined themselves also toBaal Peor,

and ate the sacrifices of the dead.
29 Thus they provoked him to anger with

their deeds.
The plague broke in on them.

30 Then Phinehas stood up and executed
judgment,

so the plague was stopped.
31 That was credited to him for righteous-

ness,
for all generations to come.

32 They angered him also at the waters of
Meribah,

so that Moses was troubled for their
sakes;

33because theywere rebellious against his
spirit,

he spoke rashly with his lips.
34They didn’t destroy the peoples,

as Yahweh commanded them,
35 but mixed themselves with the na-
tions,

and learned their works.
36They served their idols,

which became a snare to them.
37 Yes, they sacrificed their sons and their

daughters to demons.
38They shed innocent blood,
even the blood of their sons and of
their daughters,

whom they sacrificed to the idols of
Canaan.

The land was polluted with blood.
39Thus theywere defiledwith theirworks,

and prostituted themselves in their
deeds.

40 Therefore Yahweh burned with anger
against his people.

He abhorred his inheritance.
41 He gave them into the hand of the na-

tions.
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Those who hated them ruled over
them.

42Their enemies also oppressed them.
Theywere brought into subjectionun-
der their hand.

43He rescued themmany times,
but theywere rebellious in their coun-
sel,

and were brought low in their iniq-
uity.

44Nevertheless he regarded their distress,
when he heard their cry.

45He remembered for them his covenant,
and repented according to the multi-
tude of his loving kindnesses.

46Hemade them also to be pitied
by all those who carried them captive.

47 Save us, Yahweh, our God,
gather us from among the nations,
to give thanks to your holy name,
to triumph in your praise!

48Blessed be Yahweh, the God of Israel,
from everlasting even to everlasting!

Let all the people say, “Amen.”
Praise Yah!

BOOK 5
107

1Give thanks to Yahweh,† for he is good,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

2Let the redeemed by Yahweh say so,
whomhehas redeemed fromthehand
of the adversary,

3and gathered out of the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

4 They wandered in the wilderness in a
desert way.

They found no city to live in.
5Hungry and thirsty,

their soul fainted in them.
6 Then they cried to Yahweh in their trou-

ble,
and he delivered them out of their
distresses.

7He led them also by a straight way,
that theymight go to a city to live in.

8 Let them praise Yahweh for his loving
kindness,

for his wonderful deeds to the chil-
dren of men!

9For he satisfies the longing soul.
He fills the hungry soul with good.

10 Some sat in darkness and in the shadow
of death,

being bound in affliction and iron,
11 because they rebelled against the
words of God,‡

and condemned the counsel of the
Most High.

12 Therefore he brought down their heart
with labor.

They fell down, and there was no one
to help.

13Then they cried to Yahweh in their trou-
ble,

and he saved them out of their dis-
tresses.

14Hebrought themoutof darkness and the
shadow of death,

and broke away their chains.
15 Let them praise Yahweh for his loving

kindness,
for his wonderful deeds to the chil-
dren of men!

16For he has broken the gates of bronze,
and cut through bars of iron.

17 Fools are afflicted because of their dis-
obedience,

and because of their iniquities.
18Their soul abhors all kinds of food.

They draw near to the gates of death.
19Then they cry toYahweh in their trouble,

and he saves them out of their dis-
tresses.

20He sends his word, and heals them,
and delivers them from their graves.

21 Let them praise Yahweh for his loving
kindness,

for his wonderful deeds to the chil-
dren of men!

22 Let them offer the sacrifices of thanks-
giving,

and declare his deeds with singing.
† 107:1 “Yahweh” is God’s properName, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 107:11The
Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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23Those who go down to the sea in ships,
who do business in great waters,
24 these see Yahweh’s deeds,
and his wonders in the deep.

25For he commands, and raises the stormy
wind,

which lifts up its waves.
26They mount up to the sky; they go down

again to the depths.
Their soulmelts awaybecause of trou-
ble.

27 They reel back and forth, and stagger
like a drunkenman,

and are at their wits’ end.
28Then they cry toYahweh in their trouble,

and he brings them out of their dis-
tress.

29Hemakes the storm a calm,
so that its waves are still.

30Then they are glad because it is calm,
so he brings them to their desired
haven.

31 Let them praise Yahweh for his loving
kindness,

for his wonderful deeds for the chil-
dren of men!

32 Let them exalt him also in the assembly
of the people,

andpraisehimin theseatof theelders.

33He turns rivers into a desert,
water springs into a thirsty ground,
34and a fruitful land into a salt waste,
for the wickedness of those who dwell
in it.

35He turns a desert into a pool of water,
and a dry land into water springs.

36There hemakes the hungry live,
that theymay prepare a city to live in,
37 sow fields, plant vineyards,
and reap the fruits of increase.

38 He blesses them also, so that they are
multiplied greatly.

He doesn’t allow their livestock to de-
crease.

39 Again, they are diminished and bowed
down

through oppression, trouble, and sor-
row.

40He pours contempt on princes,
and causes them to wander in a track-
less waste.

41 Yet he lifts the needy out of their afflic-
tion,

and increases their families like a
flock.

42The upright will see it, and be glad.
All the wicked will shut their mouths.

43 Whoever is wise will pay attention to
these things.

They will consider the loving kind-
nesses of Yahweh.

108
A Song. A Psalm by David.
1My heart is steadfast, God.

I will sing and I will make music with
my soul.

2Wake up, harp and lyre!
I will wake up the dawn.

3 I will give thanks to you, Yahweh, among
the nations.

I will sing praises to you among the
peoples.

4 For your loving kindness is great above
the heavens.

Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.
5Be exalted, God, above the heavens!

Let your glory be over all the earth.
6That your belovedmay be delivered,

savewithyour righthand, andanswer
us.

7 God has spoken from his sanctuary: “In
triumph,

I will divide Shechem, and measure
out the valley of Succoth.

8Gilead is mine. Manasseh is mine.
Ephraim also is my helmet.
Judah is my scepter.

9Moab is mywash pot.
I will toss my sandal on Edom.
I will shout over Philistia.”

10Whowill bringme into the fortified city?
Whowill leadme to Edom?

11Haven’t you rejected us, God?
Youdon’t go out, God,with our armies.

12Give us help against the enemy,
for the help of man is vain.

13Through God, we will do valiantly,
for it is he who will tread down our
enemies.

109
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1God of my praise, don’t remain silent,
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2 for they have opened the mouth of
the wicked and the mouth of deceit
against me.

They have spoken to me with a lying
tongue.

3 They have also surrounded me with
words of hatred,

and fought against me without a
cause.

4 In return for my love, they are my adver-
saries;

but I am in prayer.
5They have rewardedme evil for good,

and hatred for my love.
6 Set a wickedman over him.

Let an adversary stand at his right
hand.

7 When he is judged, let him come out
guilty.

Let his prayer be turned into sin.
8Let his days be few.

Let another take his office.
9Let his children be fatherless,

and his wife a widow.
10Let his children be wandering beggars.

Let them be sought from their ruins.
11Let the creditor seize all that he has.

Let strangers plunder the fruit of his
labor.

12Let there benoone to extendkindness to
him,

neither let there be anyone to have
pity on his fatherless children.

13Let his posterity be cut off.
In the generation following let their
name be blotted out.

14Let the iniquity of his fathers be remem-
bered by Yahweh.

Don’t let the sin of his mother be blot-
ted out.

15Let them be before Yahweh continually,
that hemay cut off theirmemory from
the earth;

16 because he didn’t remember to show
kindness,

but persecuted the poor and needy
man,

the broken in heart, to kill them.
17Yes, he loved cursing, and it came tohim.

He didn’t delight in blessing, and it
was far from him.

18He clothed himself also with cursing as
with his garment.

It came into his inward parts like wa-
ter,

like oil into his bones.
19 Let it be to him as the clothing with

which he covers himself,
for the belt that is always around him.

20 This is the reward of my adversaries
from Yahweh,

of those who speak evil against my
soul.

21But deal with me, Yahweh the Lord,† for
your name’s sake,

because your loving kindness is good,
deliver me;

22 for I am poor and needy.
My heart is wounded withinme.

23 I fade away like an evening shadow.
I am shaken off like a locust.

24My knees are weak through fasting.
My body is thin and lacks fat.

25 I have also become a reproach to them.
When they see me, they shake their
head.

26Helpme, Yahweh, my God.
Save me according to your loving
kindness;

27 that they may know that this is your
hand;

that you, Yahweh, have done it.
28Theymay curse, but you bless.

When they arise, they will be shamed,
but your servant shall rejoice.

29 Let my adversaries be clothed with dis-
honor.

Let them cover themselves with their
own shame as with a robe.

30 I will give great thanks to Yahweh with
mymouth.

Yes, I will praise him among themulti-
tude.

31For he will stand at the right hand of the
needy,

to save him from those who judge his
soul.

110
A Psalm by David.
1 Yahweh says to my Lord, “Sit at my right

hand,
† 109:21 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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until I make your enemies your foot-
stool for your feet.”

2 Yahweh will send out the rod of your
strength out of Zion.

Rule among your enemies.
3Your people offer themselves willingly in

the day of your power, in holy array.
Out of the womb of the morning, you
have the dew of your youth.

4 Yahweh has sworn, and will not change
his mind:

“You are a priest forever in the order
of Melchizedek.”

5The Lord is at your right hand.
He will crush kings in the day of his
wrath.

6Hewill judge among the nations.
He will heap up dead bodies.
He will crush the ruler of the whole
earth.

7Hewill drink of the brook on the way;
therefore he will lift up his head.

111
1Praise Yah!†

I will give thanks to Yahweh with my
whole heart,

in the council of theupright, and in the
congregation.

2Yahweh’s works are great,
pondered by all those who delight in
them.

3His work is honor andmajesty.
His righteousness endures forever.

4He has caused his wonderful works to be
remembered.

Yahweh is gracious andmerciful.
5He has given food to those who fear him.

He always remembers his covenant.
6He has shown his people the power of his

works,
in giving them the heritage of the na-
tions.

7 The works of his hands are truth and
justice.

All his precepts are sure.
8They are established forever and ever.

They are done in truth and upright-
ness.

9He has sent redemption to his people.
He has ordained his covenant forever.
His name is holy and awesome!

10 The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of
wisdom.

All thosewho do his work have a good
understanding.

His praise endures forever!

112
1Praise Yah!†

Blessed is themanwho fears Yahweh,
who delights greatly in his command-
ments.

2His offspring will be mighty in the land.
The generation of the upright will be
blessed.

3Wealth and riches are in his house.
His righteousness endures forever.

4 Light dawns in the darkness for the up-
right,

gracious, merciful, and righteous.
5 It is well with the man who deals gra-

ciously and lends.
He will maintain his cause in judg-
ment.

6For he will never be shaken.
The righteous will be remembered
forever.

7Hewill not be afraid of evil news.
His heart is steadfast, trusting in Yah-
weh.

8His heart is established.
He will not be afraid in the end when
he sees his adversaries.

9 He has dispersed, he has given to the
poor.

His righteousness endures forever.
His horn will be exalted with honor.

10The wicked will see it, and be grieved.
He shall gnashwith his teeth, andmelt
away.

The desire of the wicked will perish.

113
1Praise Yah!

Praise, you servants of Yahweh,
praise Yahweh’s name.

2Blessed be Yahweh’s name,
from this time forward and forever
more.

† 111:1 Psalm 111 is an acrostic poem, with each verse after the initial “Praise Yah!” starting with a letter of the
alphabet (ordered fromAlef to Tav). † 112:1 Psalm 112 is an acrostic poem,with each verse after the initial “Praise
Yah!” starting with a letter of the alphabet (ordered from Alef to Tav).
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3 From the rising of the sun to its going
down,

Yahweh’s name is to be praised.
4Yahweh is high above all nations,

his glory above the heavens.
5Who is like Yahweh, our God,

who has his seat on high,
6 who stoops down to see in heaven
and in the earth?

7He raises up the poor out of the dust,
and lifts up the needy from the ash
heap,

8 that hemay set himwith princes,
even with the princes of his people.

9He settles the barrenwoman in her home
as a joyful mother of children.

Praise Yah!

114
1When Israel went out of Egypt,

the house of Jacob from a people of
foreign language,

2 Judah became his sanctuary,
Israel his dominion.

3The sea saw it, and fled.
The Jordan was driven back.

4Themountains skipped like rams,
the little hills like lambs.

5What was it, you sea, that you fled?
You Jordan, that you turned back?

6 You mountains, that you skipped like
rams?

You little hills, like lambs?
7Tremble, you earth, at the presence of the

Lord,
at the presence of the God of Jacob,

8who turned the rock into a pool of water,
the flint into a spring of waters.

115
1Not to us, Yahweh, not to us,

but to your name give glory,
for your loving kindness, and for your
truth’s sake.

2Why should the nations say,
“Where is their God, now?”

3But our God is in the heavens.
He does whatever he pleases.

4Their idols are silver and gold,
the work of men’s hands.

5They havemouths, but they don’t speak.
They have eyes, but they don’t see.

6They have ears, but they don’t hear.
They have noses, but they don’t smell.

7They have hands, but they don’t feel.
They have feet, but they don’t walk,
neither do they speak through their
throat.

8Those whomake themwill be like them;
yes, everyone who trusts in them.

9 Israel, trust in Yahweh!
He is their help and their shield.

10House of Aaron, trust in Yahweh!
He is their help and their shield.

11Youwho fear Yahweh, trust in Yahweh!
He is their help and their shield.

12Yahweh remembers us. He will bless us.
He will bless the house of Israel.
He will bless the house of Aaron.

13Hewill bless those who fear Yahweh,
both small and great.

14 May Yahweh increase you more and
more,

you and your children.
15Blessed are you by Yahweh,

whomade heaven and earth.
16The heavens are Yahweh’s heavens,

but he has given the earth to the chil-
dren of men.

17The dead don’t praise Yah,
nor any who go down into silence,

18but we will bless Yah,
from this time forward and forever
more.

Praise Yah!

116
1 I love Yahweh, because he listens to my

voice,
andmy cries for mercy.

2Because he has turned his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I
live.

3The cords of death surroundedme,
the pains of Sheol† got a hold of me.
I found trouble and sorrow.

4Then I called on Yahweh’s name:
“Yahweh, I beg you, deliver my soul.”

5Yahweh is gracious and righteous.
Yes, our God is merciful.

6Yahweh preserves the simple.
I was brought low, and he savedme.

7Return to your rest, my soul,
† 116:3 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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for Yahweh has dealt bountifully with
you.

8 For you have delivered my soul from
death,

my eyes from tears,
andmy feet from falling.

9 I will walk before Yahweh in the land of
the living.

10 I believed, therefore I said,
“I was greatly afflicted.”

11 I said inmy haste,
“All people are liars.”

12 What will I give to Yahweh for all his
benefits towardme?

13 I will take the cup of salvation, and
call on Yahweh’s name.

14 I will paymy vows to Yahweh,
yes, in the presence of all his people.

15Precious inYahweh’s sight is thedeathof
his saints.

16Yahweh, truly I am your servant.
I am your servant, the son of your
servant girl.

You have freedme frommy chains.
17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks-

giving,
and will call on Yahweh’s name.

18 I will paymy vows to Yahweh,
yes, in the presence of all his people,

19 in the courts of Yahweh’s house,
in themiddle of you, Jerusalem.

Praise Yah!

117
1Praise Yahweh, all you nations!

Extol him, all you peoples!
2Forhis lovingkindness is great towardus.

Yahweh’s faithfulness endures for-
ever.

Praise Yah!

118
1Give thanks to Yahweh, for he is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

2Let Israel now say
that his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

3Let the house of Aaron now say
that his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

4Now let those who fear Yahweh say

that his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

5Out of my distress, I called on Yah.
Yah answeredmewith freedom.

6Yahweh is onmy side. I will not be afraid.
What canman do tome?

7 Yahweh is on my side among those who
helpme.

Therefore I will look in triumph at
those who hate me.

8 It is better to take refuge in Yahweh,
than to put confidence inman.

9 It is better to take refuge in Yahweh,
than to put confidence in princes.

10All the nations surroundedme,
but in Yahweh’s name I cut them off.

11 They surrounded me, yes, they sur-
roundedme.

In Yahweh’s name I indeed cut them
off.

12They surroundedme like bees.
They are quenched like the burning
thorns.

In Yahweh’s name I cut them off.
13 You pushed me back hard, to make me

fall,
but Yahweh helpedme.

14Yah is my strength and song.
He has becomemy salvation.

15The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in
the tents of the righteous.

“The right hand of Yahweh does
valiantly.

16The right hand of Yahweh is exalted!
The right hand of Yahweh does
valiantly!”

17 I will not die, but live,
and declare Yah’s works.

18Yah has punishedme severely,
but he has not givenme over to death.

19Open tome the gates of righteousness.
I will enter into them.
I will give thanks to Yah.

20This is the gate of Yahweh;
the righteous will enter into it.

21 I will give thanks to you, for you have
answeredme,

and have becomemy salvation.
22The stone which the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone.†
23This is Yahweh’s doing.

It is marvelous in our eyes.
† 118:22 Literally, head of the corner
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24This is the day that Yahweh hasmade.
Wewill rejoice and be glad in it!

25 Save us now, we beg you, Yahweh!
Yahweh, we beg you, send prosperity
now.

26 Blessed is he who comes in Yahweh’s
name!

We have blessed you out of Yahweh’s
house.

27Yahweh is God, andhehas givenus light.
Bind the sacrifice with cords, even to
the horns of the altar.

28You aremyGod, and Iwill give thanks to
you.

You aremy God, I will exalt you.
29Ohgive thanks to Yahweh, for he is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

119
ALEPH
1Blessed are those whose ways are blame-

less,
who walk according to Yahweh’s law.

2Blessed are those who keep his statutes,
who seek himwith their whole heart.

3Yes, they do nothing wrong.
They walk in his ways.

4You have commanded your precepts,
that we should fully obey them.

5Oh that myways were steadfast
to obey your statutes!

6Then I wouldn’t be disappointed,
when I consider all of your command-
ments.

7 I will give thanks to youwith uprightness
of heart,

when I learn your righteous judg-
ments.

8 I will observe your statutes.
Don’t utterly forsakeme.

BETH
9Howcanayoungmankeephiswaypure?

By living according to your word.
10Withmywhole heart I have sought you.

Don’t let me wander from your com-
mandments.

11 I have hidden your word inmy heart,
that I might not sin against you.

12Blessed are you, Yahweh.
Teachme your statutes.

13Withmy lips,
I have declared all the ordinances of
yourmouth.

14 I have rejoiced in the way of your testi-
monies,

as much as in all riches.
15 I will meditate on your precepts,

and consider your ways.
16 I will delight myself in your statutes.

I will not forget your word.
GIMEL
17Do good to your servant.

I will live and I will obey your word.
18Openmy eyes,

that I may see wondrous things out of
your law.

19 I am a stranger on the earth.
Don’t hide your commandments from
me.

20 My soul is consumed with longing for
your ordinances at all times.

21 You have rebuked the proud who are
cursed,

who wander from your command-
ments.

22Take reproach and contempt away from
me,

for I have kept your statutes.
23Though princes sit and slander me,

your servant will meditate on your
statutes.

24 Indeed your statutes are my delight,
andmy counselors.

DALETH
25My soul is laid low in the dust.

Revive me according to your word!
26 I declared my ways, and you answered

me.
Teachme your statutes.

27 Let me understand the teaching of your
precepts!

Then I will meditate on your won-
drous works.

28My soul is weary with sorrow;
strengthen me according to your
word.

29Keepme from the way of deceit.
Grant me your law graciously!

30 I have chosen the way of truth.
I have set your ordinances before me.

31 I cling to your statutes, Yahweh.
Don’t let me be disappointed.

32 I run in the path of your command-
ments,

for you have set my heart free.
HE
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33 Teach me, Yahweh, the way of your
statutes.

I will keep them to the end.
34Give me understanding, and I will keep

your law.
Yes, I will obey it withmywhole heart.

35Direct me in the path of your command-
ments,

for I delight in them.
36Turnmy heart toward your statutes,

not toward selfish gain.
37 Turn my eyes away from looking at

worthless things.
Revive me in your ways.

38Fulfill your promise to your servant,
that youmay be feared.

39Take awaymy disgrace that I dread,
for your ordinances are good.

40Behold, I long for your precepts!
Revive me in your righteousness.

VAV
41 Let your loving kindness also come to

me, Yahweh,
your salvation, according to your
word.

42 So I will have an answer for him who
reproaches me,

for I trust in your word.
43Don’t snatch the word of truth out of my

mouth,
for I put my hope in your ordinances.

44 So I will obey your law continually,
forever and ever.

45 I will walk in liberty,
for I have sought your precepts.

46 I will also speak of your statutes before
kings,

and will not be disappointed.
47 I will delight myself in your command-

ments,
because I love them.

48 I reachoutmyhands for your command-
ments, which I love.

I will meditate on your statutes.
ZAYIN
49Remember your word to your servant,

because you gaveme hope.
50This is my comfort in my affliction,

for your word has revivedme.
51The arrogant mockme excessively,

but I don’t swerve from your law.

52 I remember your ordinances of old, Yah-
weh,

and have comfortedmyself.
53 Indignation has taken hold onme,

because of the wicked who forsake
your law.

54Your statutes have beenmy songs
in the house where I live.

55 I have rememberedyourname, Yahweh,
in the night,

and I obey your law.
56This is myway,

that I keep your precepts.
HETH
57Yahweh is my portion.

I promised to obey your words.
58 I sought your favorwithmywholeheart.

Be merciful to me according to your
word.

59 I consideredmyways,
and turnedmy steps to your statutes.

60 I will hurry, and not delay,
to obey your commandments.

61The ropes of the wicked bindme,
but I won’t forget your law.

62 At midnight I will rise to give thanks to
you,

because of your righteous ordinances.
63 I am a friend of all those who fear you,

of those who observe your precepts.
64The earth is full of your loving kindness,

Yahweh.
Teachme your statutes.

TETH
65You have treated your servant well,

according to your word, Yahweh.
66 Teach me good judgment and knowl-

edge,
for I believe in your commandments.

67Before I was afflicted, I went astray;
but now I observe your word.

68You are good, and do good.
Teachme your statutes.

69The proud have smeared a lie uponme.
With my whole heart, I will keep your
precepts.

70Their heart is as callous as the fat,
but I delight in your law.

71 It is good for me that I have been af-
flicted,

that I may learn your statutes.
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72 The law of your mouth is better to me
than thousands of pieces of gold and
silver.

YODH
73 Your hands have made me and formed

me.
Give me understanding, that I may
learn your commandments.

74 Those who fear you will see me and be
glad,

because I have put my hope in your
word.

75Yahweh, I know that your judgments are
righteous,

that in faithfulness you have afflicted
me.

76Please let your loving kindness be formy
comfort,

according to your word to your ser-
vant.

77Let your tendermercies come tome, that
I may live;

for your law is my delight.
78 Let the proud be disappointed, for they

have overthrownmewrongfully.
I will meditate on your precepts.

79Let those who fear you turn to me.
They will know your statutes.

80 Let my heart be blameless toward your
decrees,

that I may not be disappointed.
KAPF
81My soul faints for your salvation.

I hope in your word.
82My eyes fail for your word.

I say, “Whenwill you comfort me?”
83For I have become like a wineskin in the

smoke.
I don’t forget your statutes.

84Howmany are the days of your servant?
When will you execute judgment on
those who persecute me?

85The proud have dug pits for me,
contrary to your law.

86All of your commandments are faithful.
They persecute mewrongfully.
Helpme!

87 They had almost wiped me from the
earth,

but I didn’t forsake your precepts.
88 Preserve my life according to your lov-

ing kindness,

so I will obey the statutes of your
mouth.

LAMEDH
89 Yahweh, your word is settled in heaven

forever.
90Your faithfulness is to all generations.

You have established the earth, and it
remains.

91Your laws remain to this day,
for all things serve you.

92Unless your law had beenmy delight,
Iwouldhaveperished inmyaffliction.

93 I will never forget your precepts,
for with them, you have revivedme.

94 I am yours.
Save me, for I have sought your pre-
cepts.

95 The wicked have waited for me, to de-
stroyme.

I will consider your statutes.
96 I have seen a limit to all perfection,

but your commands are boundless.
MEM
97How I love your law!

It is mymeditation all day.
98 Your commandments make me wiser

thanmy enemies,
for your commandments are always
withme.

99 I have more understanding than all my
teachers,

for your testimonies are my medita-
tion.

100 I understandmore than the aged,
because I have kept your precepts.

101 I have keptmy feet from every evil way,
that I might observe your word.

102 I have not turned away from your ordi-
nances,

for you have taught me.
103 How sweet are your promises to my

taste,
more than honey to mymouth!

104 Through your precepts, I get under-
standing;

therefore I hate every false way.
NUN
105Your word is a lamp tomy feet,

and a light for my path.
106 I have sworn, and have confirmed it,

that I will obey your righteous ordi-
nances.

107 I am afflicted verymuch.
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Reviveme, Yahweh, according to your
word.

108 Accept, I beg you, the willing offerings
of mymouth.

Yahweh, teachme your ordinances.
109My soul is continually in my hand,

yet I won’t forget your law.
110The wicked have laid a snare for me,

yet I haven’t gone astray from your
precepts.

111 I have taken your testimonies as a her-
itage forever,

for they are the joy of my heart.
112 I have set my heart to perform your

statutes forever,
even to the end.

SAMEKH
113 I hate double-mindedmen,

but I love your law.
114You aremy hiding place andmy shield.

I hope in your word.
115Depart fromme, you evildoers,

that Imay keep the commandments of
my God.

116Upholdmeaccording toyourword, that
I may live.

Let me not be ashamed of my hope.
117Holdme up, and I will be safe,

andwill have respect for your statutes
continually.

118You reject all thosewho stray fromyour
statutes,

for their deceit is in vain.
119Youput away all thewicked of the earth

like dross.
Therefore I love your testimonies.

120My flesh trembles for fear of you.
I am afraid of your judgments.

AYIN
121 I have done what is just and righteous.

Don’t leaveme tomy oppressors.
122Ensure your servant’s well-being.

Don’t let the proud oppress me.
123My eyes fail looking for your salvation,

for your righteous word.
124 Deal with your servant according to

your loving kindness.
Teachme your statutes.

125 I amyour servant. Givemeunderstand-
ing,

that I may know your testimonies.
126 It is time to act, Yahweh,

for they break your law.
127 Therefore I love your commandments

more than gold,
yes, more than pure gold.

128 Therefore I consider all of your pre-
cepts to be right.

I hate every false way.
PE
129Your testimonies are wonderful,

therefore my soul keeps them.
130The entrance of your words gives light.

It gives understanding to the simple.
131 I openedmymouth wide and panted,

for I longed for your commandments.
132Turn tome, and havemercy onme,

as you always do to those who love
your name.

133Establishmy footsteps in your word.
Don’t let any iniquity have dominion
over me.

134 Redeem me from the oppression of
man,

so I will observe your precepts.
135Make your face shine on your servant.

Teachme your statutes.
136 Streams of tears run downmy eyes,

because they don’t observe your law.
TZADHE
137You are righteous, Yahweh.

Your judgments are upright.
138 You have commanded your statutes in

righteousness.
They are fully trustworthy.

139My zeal wears me out,
because my enemies ignore your
words.

140 Your promises have been thoroughly
tested,

and your servant loves them.
141 I am small and despised.

I don’t forget your precepts.
142 Your righteousness is an everlasting

righteousness.
Your law is truth.

143Trouble and anguishhave takenhold of
me.

Your commandments are my delight.
144Your testimonies are righteous forever.

Give me understanding, that I may
live.

QOPH
145 I have called withmywhole heart.
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Answerme, Yahweh!
I will keep your statutes.

146 I have called to you. Saveme!
I will obey your statutes.

147 I rise before dawn and cry for help.
I put my hope in your words.

148 My eyes stay open through the night
watches,

that I might meditate on your word.
149Hearmy voice according to your loving

kindness.
Reviveme, Yahweh, according to your
ordinances.

150 They draw near who follow after
wickedness.

They are far from your law.
151You are near, Yahweh.

All your commandments are truth.
152 Of old I have known from your testi-

monies,
that you have founded them forever.

RESH
153Consider my affliction, and deliver me,

for I don’t forget your law.
154Pleadmy cause, and redeemme!

Reviveme according to your promise.
155 Salvation is far from the wicked,

for they don’t seek your statutes.
156Great are your tendermercies, Yahweh.

Revive me according to your ordi-
nances.

157 Many are my persecutors and my ad-
versaries.

I haven’t swerved from your testi-
monies.

158 I look at the faithless with loathing,
because theydon’t observeyourword.

159Consider how I love your precepts.
Reviveme, Yahweh, according to your
loving kindness.

160All of your words are truth.
Every one of your righteous ordi-
nances endures forever.

SIN AND SHIN
161 Princes have persecuted me without a

cause,
but my heart stands in awe of your
words.

162 I rejoice at your word,
as one who finds great plunder.

163 I hate and abhor falsehood.
I love your law.

164 Seven times a day, I praise you,

because of your righteous ordinances.
165 Those who love your law have great

peace.
Nothing causes them to stumble.

166 I have hoped for your salvation, Yah-
weh.

I have done your commandments.
167My soul has observed your testimonies.

I love them exceedingly.
168 I have obeyed your precepts and your

testimonies,
for all myways are before you.

TAV
169Let my cry come before you, Yahweh.

Give me understanding according to
your word.

170Let my supplication come before you.
Deliver me according to your word.

171Let my lips utter praise,
for you teachme your statutes.

172Let my tongue sing of your word,
for all your commandments are righ-
teousness.

173Let your hand be ready to helpme,
for I have chosen your precepts.

174 I have longed for your salvation, Yah-
weh.

Your law is my delight.
175Let my soul live, that I may praise you.

Let your ordinances help me.
176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep.

Seek your servant, for I don’t forget
your commandments.

120
A Song of Ascents.
1 In my distress, I cried to Yahweh.

He answeredme.
2Deliver my soul, Yahweh, from lying lips,

from a deceitful tongue.
3What will be given to you, and what will

be donemore to you,
you deceitful tongue?

4 Sharp arrows of themighty,
with coals of juniper.

5Woe is me, that I live in Meshech,
that I dwell among the tents of Kedar!

6My soul has had her dwelling too long
with himwho hates peace.

7 I am for peace,
but when I speak, they are for war.
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121
A Song of Ascents.
1 I will lift upmy eyes to the hills.

Where does my help come from?
2My help comes from Yahweh,

whomade heaven and earth.
3Hewill not allow your foot to bemoved.

He who keeps you will not slumber.
4Behold, he who keeps Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep.
5Yahweh is your keeper.

Yahweh is your shade on your right
hand.

6The sunwill not harm you by day,
nor themoon by night.

7Yahwehwill keep you from all evil.
He will keep your soul.

8 Yahweh will keep your going out and
your coming in,

from this time forward, and forever
more.

122
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 I was glad when they said to me,

“Let’s go to Yahweh’s house!”
2 Our feet are standing within your gates,

Jerusalem!
3 Jerusalem is built as a city that is
compact together,

4where the tribes go up, even Yah’s tribes,
according to an ordinance for Israel,
to give thanks to Yahweh’s name.

5For there are set thrones for judgment,
the thrones of David’s house.

6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
Those who love you will prosper.

7Peace be within your walls,
and prosperity within your palaces.

8Formy brothers’ and companions’ sakes,
I will now say, “Peace be within you.”

9 For the sake of the house of Yahweh our
God,

I will seek your good.

123
A Song of Ascents.
1 I lift upmy eyes to you,

you who sit in the heavens.
2Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the

hand of their master,

as the eyes of amaid to the hand of her
mistress,

so our eyes look to Yahweh, our God,
until he has mercy on us.

3Have mercy on us, Yahweh, have mercy
on us,

for we have enduredmuch contempt.
4 Our soul is exceedingly filled with the

scoffing of those who are at ease,
with the contempt of the proud.

124
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 If it hadnot beenYahwehwhowas onour

side,
let Israel now say,

2 if it hadnot beenYahwehwhowas onour
side,

whenmen rose up against us,
3 then they would have swallowed us up

alive,
when their wrath was kindled against
us,

4 then the waters would have over-
whelmed us,

the stream would have gone over our
soul.

5 Then the proud waters would have gone
over our soul.

6Blessed be Yahweh,
who has not given us as a prey to their
teeth.

7Our soul has escaped like a bird out of the
fowler’s snare.

The snare is broken, and we have es-
caped.

8Our help is in Yahweh’s name,
whomade heaven and earth.

125
A Song of Ascents.
1Those who trust in Yahweh are as Mount

Zion,
which can’t be moved, but remains
forever.

2As themountains surround Jerusalem,
so Yahweh surrounds his people from
this time forward and forevermore.

3 For the scepter of wickedness won’t re-
main over the allotment of the righ-
teous,

so that the righteous won’t use their
hands to do evil.

4Do good, Yahweh, to those who are good,
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to those who are upright in their
hearts.

5 But as for those who turn away to their
crooked ways,

Yahweh will lead them away with the
workers of iniquity.

Peace be on Israel.

126
A Song of Ascents.
1 When Yahweh brought back those who

returned to Zion,
we were like those who dream.

2Then ourmouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with singing.

Then they said among the nations,
“Yahweh has done great things for
them.”

3Yahweh has done great things for us,
and we are glad.

4Restore our fortunes again, Yahweh,
like the streams in the Negev.

5Those who sow in tears will reap in joy.
6 He who goes out weeping, carrying
seed for sowing,

will certainly comeagainwith joy, car-
rying his sheaves.

127
A Song of Ascents. By Solomon.
1Unless Yahweh builds the house,

they who build it labor in vain.
Unless Yahwehwatches over the city,

the watchman guards it in vain.
2 It is vain for you to rise up early,

to stay up late,
eating the bread of toil,
for he gives sleep to his loved ones.

3 Behold, children are a heritage of Yah-
weh.

The fruit of the womb is his reward.
4As arrows in the hand of a mighty man,

so are the children of youth.
5Happy is the manwho has his quiver full

of them.
They won’t be disappointed when
they speakwith their enemies in the
gate.

128
A Song of Ascents.
1Blessed is everyone who fears Yahweh,

whowalks in his ways.
2For you will eat the labor of your hands.

You will be happy, and it will be well
with you.

3 Your wife will be as a fruitful vine in the
innermost parts of your house,

your children like olive shoots around
your table.

4 Behold, this is how the man who fears
Yahweh is blessed.

5May Yahweh bless you out of Zion,
andmayyou see thegoodof Jerusalem
all the days of your life.

6Yes,mayyou seeyour children’s children.
Peace be upon Israel.

129
A Song of Ascents.
1Many times they have afflicted me from

my youth up.
Let Israel now say:

2many times they have afflicted me from
my youth up,

yet they have not prevailed against
me.

3The plowers plowed onmy back.
Theymade their furrows long.

4Yahweh is righteous.
He has cut apart the cords of the
wicked.

5 Let them be disappointed and turned
backward,

all those who hate Zion.
6Let thembeas the grass on thehousetops,

which withers before it grows up,
7 with which the reaper doesn’t fill his

hand,
nor he who binds sheaves, his bosom.

8Neither do those who go by say,
“The blessing of Yahweh be on you.
We bless you in Yahweh’s name.”

130
A Song of Ascents.
1 Out of the depths I have cried to you,

Yahweh.
2Lord, hear my voice.

Let your ears be attentive to the voice
of my petitions.

3 If you, Yah, kept a record of sins,
Lord, who could stand?

4But there is forgiveness with you,
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therefore you are feared.
5 I wait for Yahweh.

My soul waits.
I hope in his word.

6 My soul longs for the Lord more than
watchmen long for themorning,

more thanwatchmen for themorning.
7 Israel, hope in Yahweh,

for there is loving kindness with Yah-
weh.

Abundant redemption is with him.
8Hewill redeem Israel from all their sins.

131
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 Yahweh, my heart isn’t arrogant, nor my

eyes lofty;
nor do I concern myself with great
matters,

or things too wonderful for me.
2Surely I have stilled and quietedmy soul,

like a weaned child with his mother,
like a weaned child is my soul within
me.

3 Israel, hope in Yahweh,
from this time forward and forever
more.

132
A Song of Ascents.
1 Yahweh, remember David and all his af-

fliction,
2how he swore to Yahweh,

and vowed to theMighty One of Jacob:
3 “Surely I will not come into the structure

of my house,
nor go up into my bed;

4 I will not give sleep to my eyes,
or slumber to my eyelids,

5until I find out a place for Yahweh,
a dwelling for the Mighty One of Ja-
cob.”

6Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah.
We found it in the field of Jaar.

7 “Wewill go into his dwelling place.
Wewill worship at his footstool.”

8Arise, Yahweh, into your resting place,
you, and the ark of your strength.

9 Let your priests be clothed with righ-
teousness.

Let your saints shout for joy!
10For your servant David’s sake,

don’t turn away the face of your
anointed one.

11Yahweh has sworn to David in truth.
He will not turn from it:
“I will set the fruit of your body on
your throne.

12 If your children will keepmy covenant,
my testimony that I will teach them,
their children also will sit on your
throne forever more.”

13For Yahweh has chosen Zion.
He has desired it for his habitation.

14 “This is my resting place forever.
I will live here, for I have desired it.

15 I will abundantly bless her provision.
I will satisfy her poor with bread.

16 I will also clothe her priests with salva-
tion.

Her saints will shout aloud for joy.
17 I will make the horn of David to bud

there.
I have ordained a lamp for my
anointed.

18 I will clothe his enemies with shame,
but on himself, his crownwill shine.”

133
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 See how good and how pleasant it is

for brothers to live together in unity!
2 It is like the precious oil on the head,

that ran down on the beard,
even Aaron’s beard,
that came down on the edge of his
robes,

3 like the dew of Hermon,
that comes down on the hills of Zion;
for there Yahweh gives the blessing,
even life forever more.

134
A Song of Ascents.
1 Look! Praise Yahweh, all you servants of

Yahweh,
whostandbynight inYahweh’shouse!

2Lift up your hands in the sanctuary.
Praise Yahweh!

3May Yahweh bless you from Zion,
even he whomade heaven and earth.

135
1Praise Yah!

Praise Yahweh’s name!
Praise him, you servants of Yahweh,
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2you who stand in Yahweh’s house,
in the courts of our God’s house.

3Praise Yah, for Yahweh is good.
Sing praises to his name, for that is
pleasant.

4For Yah has chosen Jacob for himself,
Israel for his own possession.

5For I know that Yahweh is great,
that our Lord is above all gods.

6 Whatever Yahweh pleased, that he has
done,

in heaven and in earth, in the seas and
in all deeps.

7He causes the clouds to rise from the ends
of the earth.

Hemakes lightnings with the rain.
He brings the wind out of his trea-
suries.

8He struck the firstborn of Egypt,
both of man and animal.

9He sent signs and wonders into the mid-
dle of you, Egypt,

on Pharaoh, and on all his servants.
10He struckmany nations,

and killedmighty kings—
11 Sihon king of the Amorites,

Og king of Bashan,
and all the kingdoms of Canaan—

12and gave their land for a heritage,
a heritage to Israel, his people.

13Your name, Yahweh, endures forever;
your renown, Yahweh, throughout all
generations.

14For Yahwehwill judge his people
and have compassion on his servants.

15 The idols of the nations are silver and
gold,

the work of men’s hands.
16They havemouths, but they can’t speak.

They have eyes, but they can’t see.
17They have ears, but they can’t hear,

neither is there any breath in their
mouths.

18Those whomake themwill be like them,
yes, everyone who trusts in them.

19House of Israel, praise Yahweh!
House of Aaron, praise Yahweh!

20House of Levi, praise Yahweh!
Youwho fear Yahweh, praise Yahweh!

21Blessed be Yahweh from Zion,
who dwells in Jerusalem.

Praise Yah!

136
1Give thanks to Yahweh, for he is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

2Give thanks to the God of gods,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

3Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

4 to himwho alone does great wonders,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

5 to him who by understanding made the
heavens,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

6 to him who spread out the earth above
the waters,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

7 to himwhomade the great lights,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

8 the sun to rule by day,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

9 the moon and stars to rule by night,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

10 to him who struck down the Egyptian
firstborn,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

11 and brought out Israel from among
them,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

12 with a strong hand, and with an out-
stretched arm,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

13 to himwho divided the Red Sea apart,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

14 and made Israel to pass through the
middle of it,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

15 but overthrew Pharaoh and his army in
the Red Sea,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;
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16 to him who led his people through the
wilderness,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

17 to himwho struck great kings,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

18and killedmighty kings,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

19 Sihon king of the Amorites,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

20Og king of Bashan,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

21and gave their land as an inheritance,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

22 even a heritage to Israel his servant,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

23who remembered us in our low estate,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

24 and has delivered us from our adver-
saries,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

25who gives food to every creature,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

26Oh give thanks to the God of heaven,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

137
1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat

down.
Yes, we wept, when we remembered
Zion.

2On the willows in that land,
we hung up our harps.

3For there, those who led us captive asked
us for songs.

Those who tormented us demanded
songs of joy:

“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
4 How can we sing Yahweh’s song in a

foreign land?
5 If I forget you, Jerusalem,

let my right hand forget its skill.

6 Let my tongue stick to the roof of my
mouth if I don’t remember you,

if I don’t prefer Jerusalem above my
chief joy.

7Remember, Yahweh, against the children
of Edom in the day of Jerusalem,

who said, “Raze it!
Raze it even to its foundation!”

8Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruc-
tion,

he will be happy who repays you,
as you have done to us.

9Happy shall he be,
who takes and dashes your little ones
against the rock.

138
By David.
1 I will give you thanks with my whole

heart.
Before the gods,† I will sing praises to
you.

2 Iwill bowdowntowardyourholy temple,
and give thanks to yourName for your
loving kindness and for your truth;

for you have exalted your Name and
yourWord above all.

3 In the day that I called, you answeredme.
You encouraged me with strength in
my soul.

4 All the kings of the earth will give you
thanks, Yahweh,

for they have heard the words of your
mouth.

5Yes, they will sing of the ways of Yahweh,
for Yahweh’s glory is great!

6 For though Yahweh is high, yet he looks
after the lowly;

but he knows the proud from afar.
7 Though I walk in the middle of trouble,

you will revive me.
Youwill stretch out your hand against
the wrath of my enemies.

Your right handwill saveme.
8 Yahweh will fulfill that which concerns

me.
Your loving kindness, Yahweh, en-
dures forever.

Don’t forsake the works of your own
hands.

† 138:1 The word elohim, used here, usually means “God” but can also mean “gods”, “princes”, or “angels”.
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139
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1Yahweh, you have searchedme,

and you knowme.
2You knowmy sitting down andmy rising

up.
You perceive my thoughts from afar.

3 You search out my path and my lying
down,

and are acquainted with all myways.
4For there is not a word onmy tongue,

but behold, Yahweh, you know it alto-
gether.

5You hemme in behind and before.
You laid your hand onme.

6This knowledge is beyondme.
It’s lofty.
I can’t attain it.

7Where could I go from your Spirit?
Or where could I flee from your pres-
ence?

8 If I ascend up into heaven, you are there.
If Imakemybed in Sheol,†behold, you
are there!

9 If I take the wings of the dawn,
and settle in the uttermost parts of the
sea,

10 even there your handwill leadme,
and your right handwill hold me.

11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will over-
whelmme.

The light aroundmewill be night,”
12even thedarknessdoesn’t hide fromyou,

but the night shines as the day.
The darkness is like light to you.

13For you formedmy inmost being.
You knit me together in my mother’s
womb.

14 I will give thanks to you,
for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made.

Your works are wonderful.
My soul knows that very well.

15My framewasn’t hidden from you,
when I wasmade in secret,
woven together in the depths of the
earth.

16Your eyes sawmy body.
In your book they were all written,
the days that were ordained for me,
when as yet there were none of them.

17How precious to me are your thoughts,
God!

How vast is their sum!
18 If I would count them, they are more in

number than the sand.
When I wake up, I am still with you.

19 If only you, God, would kill the wicked.
Get away from me, you bloodthirsty
men!

20For they speak against you wickedly.
Your enemies take your name in vain.

21Yahweh, don’t Ihate thosewhohateyou?
Am I not grieved with those who rise
up against you?

22 I hate themwith perfect hatred.
They have becomemy enemies.

23 Searchme, God, and knowmy heart.
Try me, and knowmy thoughts.

24 See if there is any wicked way inme,
and leadme in the everlasting way.

140
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1Deliver me, Yahweh, from evil men.

Preserveme from violent men:
2 thosewhodevisemischief in their hearts.

They continually gather themselves
together for war.

3They have sharpened their tongues like a
serpent.

Viper’s poison is under their lips.
Selah.

4 Yahweh, keep me from the hands of the
wicked.

Preserve me from the violent men
who have determined to trip my
feet.

5The proud have hidden a snare for me,
they have spread the cords of a net by
the path.

They have set traps for me.
Selah.

6 I said to Yahweh, “You aremy God.”
Listen to the cry of my petitions, Yah-
weh.

7 Yahweh, the Lord, the strength of my
salvation,

you have covered my head in the day
of battle.

8 Yahweh, don’t grant the desires of the
wicked.

† 139:8 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Don’t let their evil plans succeed, or
they will become proud.

Selah.
9 As for the head of those who surround

me,
let themischief of their own lips cover
them.

10Let burning coals fall on them.
Let them be thrown into the fire,
into miry pits, from where they never
rise.

11 An evil speaker won’t be established in
the earth.

Evil will hunt the violent man to over-
throw him.

12 I know that Yahweh will maintain the
cause of the afflicted,

and justice for the needy.
13 Surely the righteous will give thanks to

your name.
The upright will dwell in your pres-
ence.

141
A Psalm by David.
1Yahweh, I have called on you.

Come tome quickly!
Listen to my voice when I call to you.

2 Let my prayer be set before you like in-
cense;

the lifting up of my hands like the
evening sacrifice.

3 Set a watch, Yahweh, before mymouth.
Keep the door of my lips.

4Don’t incline my heart to any evil thing,
to practice deeds of wickedness with
menwhowork iniquity.

Don’t let me eat of their delicacies.
5Let the righteous strikeme, it is kindness;

let him reprove me, it is like oil on the
head;

don’t let my head refuse it;
Yet my prayer is always against evil
deeds.

6 Their judges are thrown down by the
sides of the rock.

They will hear my words, for they are
well spoken.

7 “As when one plows and breaks up the
earth,

our bones are scattered at the mouth
of Sheol.”†

8Formyeyesareonyou, Yahweh, theLord.

I take refuge in you.
Don’t leavemy soul destitute.

9Keepme from the snare which they have
laid for me,

from the traps of the workers of iniq-
uity.

10 Let the wicked fall together into their
own nets

while I pass by.

142
A contemplation byDavid, when hewas in
the cave. A Prayer.
1 I cry withmy voice to Yahweh.

With my voice, I ask Yahweh for
mercy.

2 I pour out my complaint before him.
I tell himmy troubles.

3Whenmyspiritwas overwhelmedwithin
me,

you knewmy route.
On the path in which I walk,

they have hidden a snare for me.
4Look onmy right, and see;

for there is no one who is concerned
for me.

Refuge has fled fromme.
No one cares for my soul.

5 I cried to you, Yahweh.
I said, “You aremy refuge,
my portion in the land of the living.”

6Listen to my cry,
for I am in desperate need.

Deliver me frommy persecutors,
for they are too strong for me.

7Bringmy soul out of prison,
that I may give thanks to your name.

The righteous will surroundme,
for you will be good tome.

143
A Psalm by David.
1Hearmy prayer, Yahweh.

Listen to my petitions.
In your faithfulness and righteous-
ness, relieveme.

2Don’t enter into judgment with your ser-
vant,

for in your sight no man living is righ-
teous.

3For the enemy pursues my soul.
† 141:7 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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He has struck my life down to the
ground.

He hasmademe live in dark places, as
those who have been long dead.

4 Therefore my spirit is overwhelmed
withinme.

My heart withinme is desolate.
5 I remember the days of old.

I meditate on all your doings.
I contemplate thework of your hands.

6 I spread out my hands to you.
My soul thirsts for you, like a parched
land.

Selah.
7Hurry to answerme, Yahweh.

My spirit fails.
Don’t hide your face fromme,

so that I don’t become like those who
go down into the pit.

8Causeme to hear your loving kindness in
themorning,

for I trust in you.
Cause me to know the way in which I

should walk,
for I lift upmy soul to you.

9Deliver me, Yahweh, frommy enemies.
I flee to you to hideme.

10Teachme to do your will,
for you aremy God.

Your Spirit is good.
Leadme in the land of uprightness.

11 Revive me, Yahweh, for your name’s
sake.

In your righteousness, bring my soul
out of trouble.

12 In your loving kindness, cut off my ene-
mies,

and destroy all those who afflict my
soul,

for I am your servant.

144
By David.
1Blessed be Yahweh, my rock,

who trains my hands to war,
andmy fingers to battle—

2my loving kindness, my fortress,
my high tower, my deliverer,
my shield, and he in whom I take
refuge,

who subdues my people under me.
3 Yahweh, what is man, that you care for

him?
Or the son of man, that you think of
him?

4Man is like a breath.
His days are like a shadow that passes
away.

5 Part your heavens, Yahweh, and come
down.

Touch the mountains, and they will
smoke.

6Throw out lightning, and scatter them.
Send out your arrows, and rout them.

7 Stretch out your hand from above,
rescueme, and deliverme out of great
waters,

out of the hands of foreigners,
8whosemouths speak deceit,
whose right hand is a right hand of
falsehood.

9 I will sing a new song to you, God.
On a ten-stringed lyre, I will sing
praises to you.

10You are he who gives salvation to kings,
who rescues David, his servant, from
the deadly sword.

11 Rescue me, and deliver me out of the
hands of foreigners,

whosemouths speak deceit,
whose right hand is a right hand of
falsehood.

12Then our sons will be like well-nurtured
plants,

our daughters like pillars carved to
adorn a palace.

13Our barns are full, filledwith all kinds of
provision.

Our sheep produce thousands and ten
thousands in our fields.

14Our oxen will pull heavy loads.
There is no breaking in, and no going
away,

and no outcry in our streets.
15Happy are the people who are in such a

situation.
Happy are the people whose God is
Yahweh.

† 145: This is an acrostic psalm, with every verse (including the second half of verse 13) starting with a consecutive
letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
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145
A praise psalm by David.†
1 I will exalt you, my God, the King.

I will praise your name forever and
ever.

2Every day I will praise you.
I will extol your name forever and
ever.

3 Great is Yahweh, and greatly to be
praised!

His greatness is unsearchable.
4 One generation will commend your

works to another,
and will declare yourmighty acts.

5 I will meditate on the glorious majesty of
your honor,

on your wondrous works.
6Men will speak of the might of your awe-

some acts.
I will declare your greatness.

7They will utter the memory of your great
goodness,

and will sing of your righteousness.
8Yahweh is gracious, merciful,

slow to anger, andof great loving kind-
ness.

9Yahweh is good to all.
His tender mercies are over all his
works.

10 All your works will give thanks to you,
Yahweh.

Your saints will extol you.
11 They will speak of the glory of your

kingdom,
and talk about your power,

12 to make known to the sons of men his
mighty acts,

the glory of the majesty of his king-
dom.

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting king-
dom.

Your dominion endures throughout
all generations.

Yahweh is faithful in all his words,
and loving in all his deeds.‡

14Yahweh upholds all who fall,
and raises up all those who are bowed
down.

15The eyes of all wait for you.
You give them their food in due sea-
son.

16You open your hand,

and satisfy the desire of every living
thing.

17Yahweh is righteous in all his ways,
and gracious in all his works.

18 Yahweh is near to all those who call on
him,

to all who call on him in truth.
19Hewill fulfill thedesireof thosewho fear

him.
He also will hear their cry, and will
save them.

20 Yahweh preserves all those who love
him,

but he will destroy all the wicked.
21My mouth will speak the praise of Yah-

weh.
Let all flesh bless his holy name for-
ever and ever.

146
1Praise Yah!

Praise Yahweh, my soul.
2While I live, I will praise Yahweh.

I will sing praises tomy God as long as
I exist.

3Don’t put your trust in princes,
in a son of man in whom there is no
help.

4 His spirit departs, and he returns to the
earth.

In that very day, his thoughts perish.
5Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for

his help,
whose hope is in Yahweh, his God,

6whomade heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps truth forever;

7who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.

Yahweh frees the prisoners.
8Yahweh opens the eyes of the blind.
Yahweh raises up those who are
bowed down.

Yahweh loves the righteous.
9Yahweh preserves the foreigners.

He upholds the fatherless and widow,
but he turns the way of the wicked
upside down.

10Yahwehwill reign forever;
your God, O Zion, to all generations.

Praise Yah!
‡ 145:13 Somemanuscripts omit these last two lines.
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147
1Praise Yah,

for it is good to sing praises to ourGod;
for it is pleasant and fitting to praise
him.

2Yahweh builds up Jerusalem.
He gathers together the outcasts of Is-
rael.

3He heals the broken in heart,
and binds up their wounds.

4He counts the number of the stars.
He calls them all by their names.

5Great is our Lord, andmighty in power.
His understanding is infinite.

6Yahweh upholds the humble.
He brings the wicked down to the
ground.

7 Sing to Yahwehwith thanksgiving.
Sing praises on the harp to our God,

8who covers the sky with clouds,
who prepares rain for the earth,
who makes grass grow on the moun-
tains.

9He provides food for the livestock,
and for the young ravens when they
call.

10He doesn’t delight in the strength of the
horse.

He takes no pleasure in the legs of a
man.

11Yahweh takes pleasure in thosewho fear
him,

in those who hope in his loving kind-
ness.

12Praise Yahweh, Jerusalem!
Praise your God, Zion!

13For he has strengthened the bars of your
gates.

He has blessed your children within
you.

14Hemakes peace in your borders.
He fills you with the finest of the
wheat.

15 He sends out his commandment to the
earth.

His word runs very swiftly.
16He gives snow like wool,

and scatters frost like ashes.
17He hurls down his hail like pebbles.

Who can stand before his cold?
18He sends out his word, andmelts them.

He causes his wind to blow, and the
waters flow.

19He shows his word to Jacob,

his statutes and his ordinances to Is-
rael.

20He has not done this for just any nation.
They don’t know his ordinances.

Praise Yah!

148
1Praise Yah!

Praise Yahweh from the heavens!
Praise him in the heights!

2Praise him, all his angels!
Praise him, all his army!

3Praise him, sun andmoon!
Praise him, all you shining stars!

4Praise him, you heavens of heavens,
you waters that are above the heav-
ens.

5Let them praise Yahweh’s name,
forhe commanded, and theywere cre-
ated.

6He has also established them forever and
ever.

He has made a decree which will not
pass away.

7Praise Yahweh from the earth,
you great sea creatures, and all
depths,

8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds,
stormywind, fulfilling his word,

9mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars,

10wild animals and all livestock,
small creatures and flying birds,

11kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all judges of the earth,

12both youngmen andmaidens,
old men and children.

13Let them praise Yahweh’s name,
for his name alone is exalted.
His glory is above the earth and the
heavens.

14He has lifted up the horn of his people,
the praise of all his saints,
even of the children of Israel, a people
near to him.

Praise Yah!

149
1Praise Yahweh!

Sing to Yahweh a new song,
his praise in theassemblyof the saints.

2Let Israel rejoice in himwhomade them.
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Let the children of Zion be joyful in
their King.

3Let them praise his name in the dance!
Let them sing praises to himwith tam-
bourine and harp!

4For Yahweh takes pleasure in his people.
He crowns the humble with salvation.

5Let the saints rejoice in honor.
Let them sing for joy on their beds.

6 May the high praises of God be in their
mouths,

and a two-edged sword in their hand,
7 to execute vengeance on the nations,

and punishments on the peoples;
8 to bind their kings with chains,

and their nobles with fetters of iron;
9 to execute on them thewritten judgment.

All his saints have this honor.
Praise Yah!

150
1Praise Yah!

Praise God in his sanctuary!
Praise him in his heavens for his acts
of power!

2Praise him for his mighty acts!
Praise him according to his excellent
greatness!

3Praise himwith the sounding of the trum-
pet!

Praise himwith harp and lyre!
4 Praise him with tambourine and danc-

ing!
Praise him with stringed instruments
and flute!

5Praise himwith loud cymbals!
Praise himwith resounding cymbals!

6Let everything thathasbreathpraiseYah!
Praise Yah!
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The Proverbs
1 The proverbs of Solomon, the son of

David, king of Israel:
2 to knowwisdom and instruction;

to discern the words of understand-
ing;

3 to receive instruction in wise dealing,
in righteousness, justice, and equity;

4 to give prudence to the simple,
knowledge and discretion to the
youngman—

5 that thewisemanmay hear, and increase
in learning;

that the man of understanding may
attain to sound counsel;

6 to understand a proverb and parables,
the words and riddles of the wise.

7 The fear of Yahweh† is the beginning of
knowledge,

but the foolish despise wisdom and
instruction.

8Myson, listen to your father’s instruction,
anddon’t forsakeyourmother’s teach-
ing;

9 for they will be a garland to grace your
head,

and chains around your neck.
10My son, if sinners entice you,

don’t consent.
11 If they say, “Comewith us.

Let’s lie in wait for blood.
Let’s lurk secretly for the innocent
without cause.

12Let’s swallow them up alive like Sheol,‡
and whole, like those who go down
into the pit.

13We’ll find all valuable wealth.
We’ll fill our houses with plunder.

14You shall cast your lot among us.
We’ll all have one purse”—

15 my son, don’t walk on the path with
them.

Keep your foot from their path,
16 for their feet run to evil.

They hurry to shed blood.

17 For the net is spread in vain in the sight
of any bird;

18but these lay inwait for their own blood.
They lurk secretly for their own lives.

19 So are the ways of everyone who is
greedy for gain.

It takes away the life of its owners.

20Wisdom calls aloud in the street.
She utters her voice in the public
squares.

21 She calls at the head of noisy places.
At the entrance of the city gates, she
utters her words:

22 “How long, you simple ones, will you
love simplicity?

How long will mockers delight them-
selves in mockery,

and fools hate knowledge?
23Turn at my reproof.

Behold,§ I will pour out my spirit on
you.

I will make knownmywords to you.
24 Because I have called, and you have

refused;
I have stretched out my hand, and no
one has paid attention;

25but you have ignored all my counsel,
and wanted none of my reproof;

26 I also will laugh at your disaster.
I will mock when calamity overtakes
you,

27 when calamity overtakes you like a
storm,

when your disaster comes on like a
whirlwind,

when distress and anguish come on
you.

28 Then they will call on me, but I will not
answer.

They will seek me diligently, but they
will not findme,

29because they hated knowledge,
and didn’t choose the fear of Yahweh.

30They wanted none of my counsel.
They despised all my reproof.

31 Therefore they will eat of the fruit of
their ownway,

and be filled with their own schemes.
† 1:7 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:12 Sheol is
the place of the dead. § 1:23 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often
used as an interjection.
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32For the backsliding of the simplewill kill
them.

The careless ease of fools will destroy
them.

33 But whoever listens to me will dwell
securely,

and will be at ease, without fear of
harm.”

2
1My son, if you will receive mywords,

and store up my commandments
within you,

2 so as to turn your ear to wisdom,
and apply your heart to understand-
ing;

3yes, if you call out for discernment,
and lift up your voice for understand-
ing;

4 if you seek her as silver,
and search for her as for hidden trea-
sures;

5 then youwill understand the fear of Yah-
weh,

and find the knowledge of God.†
6For Yahweh gives wisdom.

Out of his mouth comes knowledge
and understanding.

7He lays up soundwisdom for the upright.
He is a shield to those who walk in
integrity,

8 that hemay guard the paths of justice,
and preserve the way of his saints.

9 Then you will understand righteousness
and justice,

equity and every good path.
10For wisdomwill enter into your heart.

Knowledge will be pleasant to your
soul.

11Discretion will watch over you.
Understanding will keep you,

12 to deliver you from the way of evil,
from the men who speak perverse
things,

13who forsake the paths of uprightness,
to walk in the ways of darkness,

14who rejoice to do evil,
anddelight in the perverseness of evil,

15who are crooked in their ways,
and wayward in their paths,

16 to deliver you from the strange woman,
even from the foreigner who flatters
with her words,

17who forsakes the friend of her youth,
and forgets the covenant of her God;

18 for her house leads down to death,
her paths to the departed spirits.

19None who go to her return again,
neither do they attain to the paths of
life.

20Therefore walk in the way of goodmen,
and keep the paths of the righteous.

21For the upright will dwell in the land.
The perfect will remain in it.

22 But the wicked will be cut off from the
land.

The treacherous will be rooted out of
it.

3
1My son, don’t forget my teaching,

but let your heart keep my command-
ments,

2 for they will add to you length of days,
years of life, and peace.

3Don’t let kindness and truth forsake you.
Bind them around your neck.
Write themon the tablet of yourheart.

4 So you will find favor,
andgoodunderstanding in the sight of
God andman.

5Trust in Yahwehwith all your heart,
and don’t lean on your own under-
standing.

6 In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make your paths straight.

7Don’t be wise in your own eyes.
Fear Yahweh, and depart from evil.

8 It will be health to your body,
and nourishment to your bones.

9Honor Yahwehwith your substance,
with the first fruits of all your in-
crease;

10 so your barns will be filled with plenty,
and your vats will overflow with new
wine.

11 My son, don’t despise Yahweh’s disci-
pline,

neither be weary of his correction;
12 for whom Yahweh loves, he corrects,

† 2:5 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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even as a father reproves the son in
whom he delights.

13Happy is themanwho finds wisdom,
themanwho gets understanding.

14For her good profit is better than getting
silver,

and her return is better than fine gold.
15 She is more precious than rubies.

None of the things you can desire are
to be compared to her.

16Length of days is in her right hand.
In her left hand are riches and honor.

17Her ways are ways of pleasantness.
All her paths are peace.

18 She is a tree of life to those who lay hold
of her.

Happy is everyone who retains her.
19Bywisdom Yahweh founded the earth.

By understanding, he established the
heavens.

20 By his knowledge, the depths were bro-
ken up,

and the skies drop down the dew.
21 My son, let them not depart from your

eyes.
Keep soundwisdom and discretion,

22 so they will be life to your soul,
and grace for your neck.

23 Then you shall walk in your way se-
curely.

Your foot won’t stumble.
24 When you lie down, you will not be

afraid.
Yes, you will lie down, and your sleep
will be sweet.

25Don’t be afraid of sudden fear,
neither of the desolation of the
wicked, when it comes;

26 for Yahwehwill be your confidence,
and will keep your foot from being
taken.

27Don’twithholdgood fromthose towhom
it is due,

when it is in the power of your hand to
do it.

28 Don’t say to your neighbor, “Go, and
come again;

tomorrow I will give it to you,”
when you have it by you.

29Don’t devise evil against your neighbor,

since he dwells securely by you.
30Don’t strive with amanwithout cause,

if he has done you no harm.
31Don’t envy theman of violence.

Choose none of his ways.
32 For the perverse is an abomination to

Yahweh,
but his friendship is with the upright.

33 Yahweh’s curse is in the house of the
wicked,

but he blesses the habitation of the
righteous.

34 Surely hemocks themockers,
but he gives grace to the humble.

35The wise will inherit glory,
but shame will be the promotion of
fools.

4
1Listen, sons, to a father’s instruction.

Pay attention and know understand-
ing;

2 for I give you sound learning.
Don’t forsakemy law.

3For I was a son tomy father,
tender and an only child in the sight of
mymother.

4He taught me, and said to me:
“Let your heart retainmywords.
Keepmy commandments, and live.

5Get wisdom.
Get understanding.
Don’t forget, and don’t deviate from
the words of mymouth.

6 Don’t forsake her, and she will preserve
you.

Love her, and she will keep you.
7Wisdom is supreme.

Get wisdom.
Yes, though it costs all your posses-
sions, get understanding.

8Esteem her, and she will exalt you.
She will bring you to honor when you
embrace her.

9 She will give to your head a garland of
grace.

Shewill deliver a crownof splendor to
you.”

10Listen, my son, and receive my sayings.
The years of your life will be many.

11 I have taught you in the way of wisdom.
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I have led you in straight paths.
12 When you go, your steps will not be

hampered.
When you run, you will not stumble.

13Take firm hold of instruction.
Don’t let her go.
Keep her, for she is your life.

14Don’t enter into the path of the wicked.
Don’t walk in the way of evil men.

15Avoid it, and don’t pass by it.
Turn from it, and pass on.

16For they don’t sleep unless they do evil.
Their sleep is taken away, unless they
make someone fall.

17For they eat the bread of wickedness
and drink the wine of violence.

18 But the path of the righteous is like the
dawning light

that shines more and more until the
perfect day.

19The way of the wicked is like darkness.
They don’t know what they stumble
over.

20My son, attend to mywords.
Turn your ear to my sayings.

21Let them not depart from your eyes.
Keep them in the center of your heart.

22For they are life to those who find them,
and health to their whole body.

23Keep your heart with all diligence,
for out of it is the wellspring of life.

24 Put away from yourself a perverse
mouth.

Put corrupt lips far from you.
25Let your eyes look straight ahead.

Fix your gaze directly before you.
26Make the path of your feet level.

Let all of your ways be established.
27 Don’t turn to the right hand nor to the

left.
Remove your foot from evil.

5
1My son, pay attention to mywisdom.

Turn your ear to my understanding,
2 that youmaymaintain discretion,

that your lips may preserve knowl-
edge.

3For the lips of an adulteress drip honey.
Her mouth is smoother than oil,

4 but in the end she is as bitter as worm-
wood,

and as sharp as a two-edged sword.
5Her feet go down to death.

Her steps lead straight to Sheol.†
6 She gives no thought to the way of life.

Herways are crooked, and she doesn’t
know it.

7Now therefore, my sons, listen to me.
Don’t depart from the words of my
mouth.

8Remove your way far from her.
Don’t comenear thedoorofherhouse,

9 lest you give your honor to others,
and your years to the cruel one;

10 lest strangers feast on your wealth,
and your labors enrich another man’s
house.

11Youwill groan at your latter end,
when your flesh and your body are
consumed,

12and say, “How I have hated instruction,
andmy heart despised reproof.

13 I haven’t obeyed the voice of my teach-
ers,

nor turned my ear to those who in-
structedme!

14 I have come to the brink of utter ruin,
among the gathered assembly.”

15Drink water out of your own cistern,
running water out of your ownwell.

16 Should your springs overflow in the
streets,

streams of water in the public
squares?

17Let them be for yourself alone,
not for strangers with you.

18Let your spring be blessed.
Rejoice in the wife of your youth.

19A loving doe and a graceful deer—
let her breasts satisfy you at all times.
Be captivated always with her love.

20 For why should you, my son, be capti-
vated with an adulteress?

Why embrace the bosom of another?
21For thewaysofmanarebeforeYahweh’s

eyes.
He examines all his paths.

† 5:5 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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22 The evil deeds of the wicked ensnare
him.

The cords of his sin hold him firmly.
23Hewill die for lack of instruction.

In the greatness of his folly, he will go
astray.

6
1My son, if you have become collateral for

your neighbor,
if you have struck your hands in
pledge for a stranger,

2 you are trapped by the words of your
mouth;

you are ensnared with the words of
yourmouth.

3Do this now,my son, anddeliver yourself,
since you have come into the hand of
your neighbor.

Go, humble yourself.
Press your plea with your neighbor.

4Give no sleep to your eyes,
nor slumber to your eyelids.

5Freeyourself, likeagazelle fromthehand
of the hunter,

like a bird from the snare of the
fowler.

6Go to the ant, you sluggard.
Consider her ways, and be wise;

7which having no chief, overseer, or ruler,
8provides her bread in the summer,
and gathers her food in the harvest.

9How long will you sleep, sluggard?
Whenwill you arise out of your sleep?

10A little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to sleep—

11 so your poverty will come as a robber,
and your scarcity as an armedman.

12Aworthless person, a man of iniquity,
is he who walks with a perverse
mouth,

13 who winks with his eyes, who signals
with his feet,

whomotions with his fingers,
14 in whose heart is perverseness,

who devises evil continually,
who always sows discord.

15 Therefore his calamity will come sud-
denly.

He will be broken suddenly, and that
without remedy.

16 There are six things which Yahweh
hates;

yes, seven which are an abomination
to him:

17arrogant eyes, a lying tongue,
hands that shed innocent blood,

18a heart that devises wicked schemes,
feet that are swift in running to mis-
chief,

19a false witness who utters lies,
and he who sows discord among
brothers.

20 My son, keep your father’s command-
ment,

anddon’t forsakeyourmother’s teach-
ing.

21Bind them continually on your heart.
Tie them around your neck.

22When youwalk, it will lead you.
When you sleep, it will watch over
you.

When you awake, it will talkwith you.
23For the commandment is a lamp,

and the law is light.
Reproofs of instruction are the way of
life,

24 to keep you from the immoral woman,
from the flattery of the wayward
wife’s tongue.

25Don’t lust after her beauty in your heart,
neither let her captivate you with her
eyelids.

26For a prostitute reduces you to a piece of
bread.

The adulteress hunts for your pre-
cious life.

27Can aman scoop fire into his lap,
and his clothes not be burned?

28Or can one walk on hot coals,
and his feet not be scorched?

29 So is he who goes in to his neighbor’s
wife.

Whoever touches her will not be un-
punished.

30Men don’t despise a thief
if he steals to satisfy himself when he
is hungry,

31but if he is found, he shall restore seven
times.
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He shall give all the wealth of his
house.

32Hewho commits adulterywith awoman
is void of understanding.

He who does it destroys his own soul.
33Hewill get wounds and dishonor.

His reproach will not be wiped away.
34For jealousy arouses the fury of the hus-

band.
He won’t spare in the day of
vengeance.

35Hewon’t regard any ransom,
neither will he rest content, though
you givemany gifts.

7
1My son, keepmywords.

Lay up my commandments within
you.

2Keepmy commandments and live!
Guard my teaching as the apple of
your eye.

3Bind them on your fingers.
Write themon the tablet of yourheart.

4Tell wisdom, “You aremy sister.”
Call understanding your relative,

5 that they may keep you from the strange
woman,

from the foreigner who flatters with
her words.

6For at the window of my house,
I looked out throughmy lattice.

7 I saw among the simple ones.
I discerned among the youths a young
man void of understanding,

8 passing through the street near her cor-
ner,

he went the way to her house,
9 in the twilight, in the evening of the day,

in the middle of the night and in the
darkness.

10Behold, there awomanmet himwith the
attire of a prostitute,

and with crafty intent.
11 She is loud and defiant.

Her feet don’t stay in her house.
12 Now she is in the streets, now in the

squares,
and lurking at every corner.

13 So she caught him, and kissed him.

With an impudent face she said to
him:

14 “Sacrifices of peace offerings are with
me.

Today I have paidmy vows.
15Therefore I came out to meet you,

to diligently seek your face,
and I have found you.

16 I have spread my couch with carpets of
tapestry,

with striped cloths of the yarn of
Egypt.

17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh,
aloes, and cinnamon.

18Come, let’s take ourfill of loving until the
morning.

Let’s solace ourselves with loving.
19Formy husband isn’t at home.

He has gone on a long journey.
20He has taken a bag of money with him.

He will come home at the full moon.”
21 With persuasive words, she led him

astray.
With the flattering of her lips, she se-
duced him.

22He followed her immediately,
as an ox goes to the slaughter,
as a fool stepping into a noose.

23Until an arrow strikes through his liver,
as a bird hurries to the snare,
and doesn’t know that it will cost his
life.

24Now therefore, sons, listen to me.
Pay attention to the words of my
mouth.

25Don’t let your heart turn to her ways.
Don’t go astray in her paths,

26 for she has thrown down many
wounded.

Yes, all her slain are amighty army.
27Her house is the way to Sheol,†

going down to the rooms of death.

8
1Doesn’t wisdom cry out?

Doesn’t understanding raise her
voice?

2On the top of high places by the way,
where the paths meet, she stands.

3Beside the gates, at the entry of the city,
at the entry doors, she cries aloud:

† 7:27 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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4 “I call to youmen!
I sendmyvoice to thesonsofmankind.

5You simple, understand prudence!
You fools, be of an understanding
heart!

6Hear, for I will speak excellent things.
The opening of my lips is for right
things.

7Formymouth speaks truth.
Wickedness is an abomination to my
lips.

8 All the words of my mouth are in righ-
teousness.

There is nothing crooked or perverse
in them.

9 They are all plain to him who under-
stands,

right to those who find knowledge.
10 Receive my instruction rather than sil-

ver,
knowledge rather than choice gold.

11For wisdom is better than rubies.
All the things thatmaybedesired can’t
be compared to it.

12 “I, wisdom, have made prudence my
dwelling.

Find out knowledge and discretion.
13The fear of Yahweh is to hate evil.

I hate pride, arrogance, the evil way,
and the perverse mouth.

14Counsel and sound knowledge aremine.
I have understanding and power.

15Byme kings reign,
and princes decree justice.

16Byme princes rule,
nobles, and all the righteous rulers of
the earth.

17 I love those who loveme.
Thosewho seekme diligentlywill find
me.

18Withme are riches, honor,
enduring wealth, and prosperity.

19Myfruit is better thangold, yes, thanfine
gold,

my yield than choice silver.
20 I walk in the way of righteousness,

in themiddle of the paths of justice,
21 that I may give wealth to those who love

me.
I fill their treasuries.

22 “Yahweh possessed me in the beginning
of his work,

before his deeds of old.
23 I was set up from everlasting, from the

beginning,
before the earth existed.

24When there were no depths, I was born,
when there were no springs abound-
ing with water.

25 Before the mountains were settled in
place,

before the hills, I was born;
26while as yet he had not made the earth,

nor the fields,
nor the beginning of the dust of the
world.

27When he established the heavens, I was
there.

When he set a circle on the surface of
the deep,

28when he established the clouds above,
when the springs of the deep became
strong,

29when he gave to the sea its boundary,
that the waters should not violate his
commandment,

when he marked out the foundations
of the earth,

30 then I was the craftsman by his side.
I was a delight day by day,
always rejoicing before him,

31 rejoicing in his whole world.
My delight was with the sons of men.

32 “Now therefore, my sons, listen to me,
for blessed are those who keep my
ways.

33Hear instruction, and be wise.
Don’t refuse it.

34Blessed is themanwho hears me,
watching daily at my gates,
waiting at my door posts.

35For whoever findsme finds life,
and will obtain favor from Yahweh.

36 But he who sins against me wrongs his
own soul.

All those who hate me love death.”
9

1Wisdom has built her house.
She has carved out her seven pillars.

2 She has prepared her meat.
She has mixed her wine.
She has also set her table.
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3 She has sent out her maidens.
She cries fromthehighest placesof the
city:

4“Whoever is simple, let him turn inhere!”
As for him who is void of understand-
ing, she says to him,

5 “Come, eat some of my bread,
Drink some of the wine which I have
mixed!

6Leave your simple ways, and live.
Walk in the way of understanding.”

7Onewho corrects amocker invites insult.
One who reproves a wicked man in-
vites abuse.

8Don’t reprove a scoffer, lest he hate you.
Reprove a wise person, and he will
love you.

9 Instruct awise person, and hewill be still
wiser.

Teach a righteous person, and he will
increase in learning.

10 The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of
wisdom.

The knowledge of the Holy One is un-
derstanding.

11For byme your days will be multiplied.
The years of your life will be in-
creased.

12 If youarewise, youarewise for yourself.
If youmock, you alone will bear it.

13The foolish woman is loud,
undisciplined, and knows nothing.

14 She sits at the door of her house,
on a seat in the high places of the city,

15 to call to those who pass by,
who go straight on their ways,

16 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in
here.”

As for him who is void of understand-
ing, she says to him,

17 “Stolen water is sweet.
Food eaten in secret is pleasant.”

18 But he doesn’t know that the departed
spirits are there,

that her guests are in the depths of
Sheol.†

10
1The proverbs of Solomon.

A wise sonmakes a glad father;

but a foolish son brings grief to his
mother.

2Treasures of wickedness profit nothing,
but righteousness delivers from
death.

3 Yahweh will not allow the soul of the
righteous to go hungry,

but he thrusts away the desire of the
wicked.

4He becomes poor who works with a lazy
hand,

but the hand of the diligent brings
wealth.

5Hewho gathers in summer is a wise son,
but he who sleeps during the harvest
is a son who causes shame.

6Blessingsareon theheadof the righteous,
but violence covers the mouth of the
wicked.

7Thememory of the righteous is blessed,
but the name of the wicked will rot.

8Thewise inheart accept commandments,
but a chattering fool will fall.

9Hewhowalks blamelessly walks surely,
but he who perverts his ways will be
found out.

10One who winks with the eye causes sor-
row,

but a chattering fool will fall.
11Themouth of the righteous is a spring of

life,
but violence covers the mouth of the
wicked.

12Hatred stirs up strife,
but love covers all wrongs.

13Wisdom is found on the lips of him who
has discernment,

but a rod is for the back of him who is
void of understanding.

14Wisemen lay up knowledge,
but the mouth of the foolish is near
ruin.

15The richman’s wealth is his strong city.
The destruction of the poor is their
poverty.

16The labor of the righteous leads to life.
The increase of thewicked leads to sin.

17He is in theway of lifewhoheeds correc-
tion,

but hewho forsakes reproof leads oth-
ers astray.

18Hewho hides hatred has lying lips.
He who utters a slander is a fool.

† 9:18 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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19 In themultitudeofwords there isno lack
of disobedience,

but he who restrains his lips does
wisely.

20The tongue of the righteous is like choice
silver.

The heart of the wicked is of little
worth.

21The lips of the righteous feedmany,
but the foolish die for lack of under-
standing.

22Yahweh’s blessing brings wealth,
and he adds no trouble to it.

23 It is a fool’s pleasure to do wickedness,
but wisdom is a man of understand-
ing’s pleasure.

24 What the wicked fear will overtake
them,

but the desire of the righteous will be
granted.

25When the whirlwind passes, the wicked
is nomore;

but the righteous stand firm forever.
26As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to

the eyes,
so is the sluggard to those who send
him.

27The fear of Yahweh prolongs days,
but the years of the wicked shall be
shortened.

28The prospect of the righteous is joy,
but the hope of thewickedwill perish.

29Theway of Yahweh is a stronghold to the
upright,

but it is a destruction to theworkers of
iniquity.

30The righteous will never be removed,
but the wicked will not dwell in the
land.

31 The mouth of the righteous produces
wisdom,

but the perverse tonguewill be cut off.
32 The lips of the righteous know what is

acceptable,
but the mouth of the wicked is per-
verse.

11
1A false balance is an abomination to Yah-

weh,
but accurate weights are his delight.

2When pride comes, then comes shame,
but with humility comes wisdom.

3 The integrity of the upright shall guide
them,

but the perverseness of the treacher-
ous shall destroy them.

4Riches don’t profit in the day of wrath,
but righteousness delivers from
death.

5 The righteousness of the blameless will
direct his way,

but the wicked shall fall by his own
wickedness.

6 The righteousness of the upright shall
deliver them,

but the unfaithful will be trapped by
evil desires.

7When awickedman dies, hope perishes,
and expectation of power comes to
nothing.

8 A righteous person is delivered out of
trouble,

and the wicked takes his place.
9With hismouth the godlessman destroys

his neighbor,
but the righteous will be delivered
through knowledge.

10When it goeswellwith the righteous, the
city rejoices.

When the wicked perish, there is
shouting.

11By the blessing of the upright, the city is
exalted,

but it is overthrown by the mouth of
the wicked.

12Onewho despises his neighbor is void of
wisdom,

but a man of understanding holds his
peace.

13 One who brings gossip betrays a confi-
dence,

but one who is of a trustworthy spirit
is one who keeps a secret.

14 Where there is no wise guidance, the
nation falls,

but in the multitude of counselors
there is victory.

15 He who is collateral for a stranger will
suffer for it,

but he who refuses pledges of collat-
eral is secure.

16A gracious woman obtains honor,
but violent men obtain riches.
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17 The merciful man does good to his own
soul,

but he who is cruel troubles his own
flesh.

18Wicked people earn deceitful wages,
but onewho sows righteousness reaps
a sure reward.

19Hewho is truly righteous gets life.
He who pursues evil gets death.

20 Those who are perverse in heart are an
abomination to Yahweh,

but those whose ways are blameless
are his delight.

21Most certainly, the evil man will not be
unpunished,

but the offspring† of the righteous will
be delivered.

22Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout,
is abeautifulwomanwho lacksdiscre-
tion.

23The desire of the righteous is only good.
The expectation of the wicked is
wrath.

24There is onewho scatters, and increases
yet more.

There is onewhowithholdsmore than
is appropriate, but gains poverty.

25The liberal soul shall be made fat.
He who waters shall be watered also
himself.

26 People curse someone who withholds
grain,

but blessingwill be on the head of him
who sells it.

27 He who diligently seeks good seeks fa-
vor,

but he who searches after evil, it shall
come to him.

28Hewho trusts in his riches will fall,
but the righteous shall flourish as the
green leaf.

29 He who troubles his own house shall
inherit the wind.

The foolish shall be servant to thewise
of heart.

30The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life.
He who is wise wins souls.

31 Behold, the righteous shall be repaid in
the earth,

how much more the wicked and the
sinner!

12
1 Whoever loves correction loves knowl-

edge,
but he who hates reproof is stupid.

2A good man shall obtain favor from Yah-
weh,

but he will condemn a man of wicked
plans.

3Aman shall not be establishedbywicked-
ness,

but the root of the righteous shall not
bemoved.

4 A worthy woman is the crown of her
husband,

but a disgraceful wife is as rottenness
in his bones.

5The thoughts of the righteous are just,
but the advice of the wicked is deceit-
ful.

6 The words of the wicked are about lying
in wait for blood,

but the speech of the upright rescues
them.

7 The wicked are overthrown, and are no
more,

but the house of the righteous shall
stand.

8Aman shall be commended according to
his wisdom,

buthewhohasawarpedmindshall be
despised.

9Better is hewho is little known, and has a
servant,

than hewho honors himself and lacks
bread.

10 A righteous man respects the life of his
animal,

but the tender mercies of the wicked
are cruel.

11Hewho tills his land shall have plenty of
bread,

but he who chases fantasies is void of
understanding.

12 The wicked desires the plunder of evil
men,

but the root of the righteous flour-
ishes.

13 An evil man is trapped by sinfulness of
lips,

but the righteous shall come out of
trouble.

14Aman shall be satisfiedwith good by the
fruit of his mouth.

† 11:21 or, seed
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The work of a man’s hands shall be
rewarded to him.

15Theway of a fool is right in his own eyes,
but he who is wise listens to counsel.

16 A fool shows his annoyance the same
day,

but one who overlooks an insult is
prudent.

17Hewho is truthful testifies honestly,
but a false witness lies.

18 There is one who speaks rashly like the
piercing of a sword,

but the tongue of the wise heals.
19Truth’s lips will be established forever,

but a lying tongue is only momentary.
20 Deceit is in the heart of those who plot

evil,
but joy comes to the promoters of
peace.

21 No mischief shall happen to the righ-
teous,

but thewicked shall be filledwith evil.
22 Lying lips are an abomination to Yah-

weh,
but those who do the truth are his
delight.

23A prudent man keeps his knowledge,
but the hearts of fools proclaim fool-
ishness.

24The hands of the diligent ones shall rule,
but laziness ends in slave labor.

25Anxiety in aman’s heartweighs it down,
but a kind wordmakes it glad.

26A righteous person is cautious in friend-
ship,

but the way of the wicked leads them
astray.

27The slothful man doesn’t roast his game,
but thepossessionsofdiligentmenare
prized.

28 In the way of righteousness is life;
in its path there is no death.

13
1 A wise son listens to his father’s instruc-

tion,
but a scoffer doesn’t listen to rebuke.

2By the fruit of his lips, a man enjoys good
things,

but the unfaithful crave violence.
3Hewhoguardshismouth guardshis soul.

One who opens wide his lips comes to
ruin.

4 The soul of the sluggard desires, and has
nothing,

but the desire of the diligent shall be
fully satisfied.

5A righteous man hates lies,
but a wicked man brings shame and
disgrace.

6 Righteousness guards the way of in-
tegrity,

but wickedness overthrows the sin-
ner.

7 There are some who pretend to be rich,
yet have nothing.

There are some who pretend to be
poor, yet have great wealth.

8The ransom of aman’s life is his riches,
but the poor hear no threats.

9The light of the righteous shines brightly,
but the lamp of the wicked is snuffed
out.

10Pride only breeds quarrels,
but wisdom is with people who take
advice.

11 Wealth gained dishonestly dwindles
away,

but he who gathers by hand makes it
grow.

12Hope deferredmakes the heart sick,
butwhen longing is fulfilled, it is a tree
of life.

13 Whoever despises instruction will pay
for it,

but he who respects a command will
be rewarded.

14 The teaching of the wise is a spring of
life,

to turn from the snares of death.
15Good understanding wins favor,

but the way of the unfaithful is hard.
16 Every prudent man acts from knowl-

edge,
but a fool exposes folly.

17Awickedmessenger falls into trouble,
but a trustworthyenvoygainshealing.

18 Poverty and shame come to him who
refuses discipline,

but he who heeds correction shall be
honored.

19Longing fulfilled is sweet to the soul,
but fools detest turning from evil.

20 One who walks with wise men grows
wise,
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but a companionof fools suffersharm.
21Misfortune pursues sinners,

but prosperity rewards the righteous.
22A good man leaves an inheritance to his

children’s children,
but the wealth of the sinner is stored
for the righteous.

23An abundance of food is in poor people’s
fields,

but injustice sweeps it away.
24Onewho spares the rod hates his son,

but one who loves him is careful to
discipline him.

25 The righteous one eats to the satisfying
of his soul,

but the belly of the wicked goes hun-
gry.

14
1Every wise woman builds her house,

but the foolish one tears it down with
her own hands.

2 He who walks in his uprightness fears
Yahweh,

but he who is perverse in his ways
despises him.

3The fool’s talk brings a rod to his back,
but the lips of the wise protect them.

4Where no oxen are, the crib is clean,
butmuch increase is by the strengthof
the ox.

5A truthful witness will not lie,
but a false witness pours out lies.

6A scoffer seeks wisdom, and doesn’t find
it,

but knowledge comes easily to a dis-
cerning person.

7 Stay away from a foolishman,
for you won’t find knowledge on his
lips.

8 The wisdom of the prudent is to think
about his way,

but the folly of fools is deceit.
9Foolsmock atmaking atonement for sins,

but among the upright there is good
will.

10 The heart knows its own bitterness and
joy;

hewill not share thesewith a stranger.
11 The house of the wicked will be over-

thrown,
but the tent of the upright will flour-
ish.

12 There is a way which seems right to a
man,

but in the end it leads to death.
13 Even in laughter the heart may be sor-

rowful,
andmirthmay end in heaviness.

14The unfaithfulwill be repaid for his own
ways;

likewise a goodmanwill be rewarded
for his ways.

15A simple man believes everything,
but the prudentman carefully consid-
ers his ways.

16Awise man fears and shuns evil,
but the fool is hot headedand reckless.

17 He who is quick to become angry will
commit folly,

and a crafty man is hated.
18The simple inherit folly,

but the prudent are crowned with
knowledge.

19The evil bow down before the good,
and thewicked at the gates of the righ-
teous.

20 The poor person is shunned even by his
own neighbor,

but the rich person has many friends.
21Hewho despises his neighbor sins,

but he who has pity on the poor is
blessed.

22Don’t they go astray who plot evil?
But love and faithfulness belong to
those who plan good.

23 In all hard work there is profit,
but the talk of the lips leads only to
poverty.

24The crown of the wise is their riches,
but the folly of fools crowns themwith
folly.

25A truthful witness saves souls,
but a false witness is deceitful.

26 In the fear of Yahweh is a secure fortress,
andhewill bearefuge forhis children.

27The fear of Yahweh is a fountain of life,
turning people from the snares of
death.

28 In the multitude of people is the king’s
glory,

but in the lack of people is the destruc-
tion of the prince.

29Hewho is slow to anger has great under-
standing,
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but he who has a quick temper dis-
plays folly.

30The life of the body is a heart at peace,
but envy rots the bones.

31 He who oppresses the poor shows con-
tempt for his Maker,

but hewho is kind to theneedyhonors
him.

32 The wicked is brought down in his
calamity,

but in death, the righteous has a
refuge.

33Wisdomrests in theheart of onewhohas
understanding,

and is evenmadeknownin the inward
part of fools.

34Righteousness exalts a nation,
but sin is a disgrace to any people.

35The king’s favor is toward a servantwho
deals wisely,

but his wrath is toward one who
causes shame.

15
1A gentle answer turns away wrath,

but a harsh word stirs up anger.
2The tongue of thewise commends knowl-

edge,
but themouths of fools gush out folly.

3Yahweh’s eyes are everywhere,
keeping watch on the evil and the
good.

4A gentle tongue is a tree of life,
but deceit in it crushes the spirit.

5A fool despises his father’s correction,
but he who heeds reproof shows pru-
dence.

6 In the house of the righteous is much
treasure,

but the income of the wicked brings
trouble.

7The lips of the wise spread knowledge;
not so with the heart of fools.

8 The sacrifice made by the wicked is an
abomination to Yahweh,

but the prayer of the upright is his
delight.

9The way of the wicked is an abomination
to Yahweh,

but he loves him who follows after
righteousness.

10 There is stern discipline for one who
forsakes the way.

Whoever hates reproof shall die.
11 Sheol† and Abaddon are before Yah-

weh—
howmuchmore then the hearts of the
children of men!

12A scoffer doesn’t love to be reproved;
he will not go to the wise.

13A glad heart makes a cheerful face,
but an aching heart breaks the spirit.

14The heart of onewhohas understanding
seeks knowledge,

but themouths of fools feed on folly.
15All the days of the afflicted arewretched,

but one who has a cheerful heart en-
joys a continual feast.

16Better is little, with the fear of Yahweh,
than great treasure with trouble.

17Better is a dinner of herbs, where love is,
than a fattened calf with hatred.

18Awrathful man stirs up contention,
but onewho is slow to anger appeases
strife.

19 The way of the sluggard is like a thorn
patch,

but the path of the upright is a high-
way.

20Awise sonmakes a father glad,
but a foolishman despises his mother.

21Folly is joy to onewho is void of wisdom,
but a man of understanding keeps his
way straight.

22Where there is no counsel, plans fail;
but in a multitude of counselors they
are established.

23 Joy comes to a man with the reply of his
mouth.

How good is a word at the right time!
24 The path of life leads upward for the

wise,
to keep him from going downward to
Sheol.‡

25 Yahweh will uproot the house of the
proud,

but he will keep the widow’s borders
intact.

26 Yahweh detests the thoughts of the
wicked,

but the thoughts of the pure are pleas-
ing.

† 15:11 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 15:24 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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27 He who is greedy for gain troubles his
own house,

but he who hates bribes will live.
28 The heart of the righteous weighs an-

swers,
but the mouth of the wicked gushes
out evil.

29Yahweh is far from the wicked,
but he hears the prayer of the righ-
teous.

30The light of the eyes rejoices the heart.
Good news gives health to the bones.

31The ear that listens to reproof lives,
and will be at home among the wise.

32 He who refuses correction despises his
own soul,

but he who listens to reproof gets un-
derstanding.

33The fear of Yahweh teaches wisdom.
Before honor is humility.

16
1The plans of the heart belong to man,

but the answer of the tongue is from
Yahweh.

2All theways of aman are clean in his own
eyes,

but Yahwehweighs themotives.
3Commit your deeds to Yahweh,

and your plans shall succeed.
4Yahweh has made everything for its own

end—
yes, even thewicked for thedayof evil.

5 Everyone who is proud in heart is an
abomination to Yahweh;

they shall certainly not be unpun-
ished.

6Bymercy and truth iniquity is atoned for.
By the fear of Yahweh men depart
from evil.

7When aman’s ways please Yahweh,
he makes even his enemies to be at
peace with him.

8Better is a little with righteousness,
than great revenues with injustice.

9Aman’s heart plans his course,
but Yahweh directs his steps.

10 Inspired judgments are on the lips of the
king.

He shall not betray his mouth.
11 Honest balances and scales are Yah-

weh’s;
all theweights in the bag are hiswork.

12 It is an abomination for kings to do
wrong,

for the throne is established by righ-
teousness.

13Righteous lips are the delight of kings.
They value one who speaks the truth.

14Theking’swrath is amessenger of death,
but a wise manwill pacify it.

15 In the light of the king’s face is life.
His favor is like a cloud of the spring
rain.

16Howmuchbetter it is to getwisdom than
gold!

Yes, to get understanding is to be cho-
sen rather than silver.

17 The highway of the upright is to depart
from evil.

He who keeps his way preserves his
soul.

18Pride goes before destruction,
and an arrogant spirit before a fall.

19 It is better to be of a lowly spirit with the
poor,

than to divide the plunder with the
proud.

20Hewhoheeds theWordfinds prosperity.
Whoever trusts in Yahweh is blessed.

21Thewise inheart shall be calledprudent.
Pleasantness of the lips promotes in-
struction.

22Understanding is a fountain of life to one
who has it,

but the punishment of fools is their
folly.

23 The heart of the wise instructs his
mouth,

and adds learning to his lips.
24Pleasant words are a honeycomb,

sweet to the soul, and health to the
bones.

25 There is a way which seems right to a
man,

but in the end it leads to death.
26 The appetite of the laboring man labors

for him,
for his mouth urges him on.

27Aworthless man devises mischief.
His speech is like a scorching fire.

28A perverse man stirs up strife.
A whisperer separates close friends.

29Aman of violence entices his neighbor,
and leadshim inaway that isnot good.
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30Onewhowinks his eyes to plot perversi-
ties,

one who compresses his lips, is bent
on evil.

31Gray hair is a crown of glory.
It is attained by a life of righteousness.

32One who is slow to anger is better than
themighty;

one who rules his spirit, than he who
takes a city.

33The lot is cast into the lap,
but its every decision is from Yahweh.

17
1Better is a drymorsel with quietness,

than a house full of feasting with
strife.

2A servant who deals wisely will rule over
a son who causes shame,

and shall have a part in the inheri-
tance among the brothers.

3 The refining pot is for silver, and the
furnace for gold,

but Yahweh tests the hearts.
4An evildoer heeds wicked lips.

A liar gives ear to a mischievous
tongue.

5Whoever mocks the poor reproaches his
Maker.

Hewho is glad at calamity shall not be
unpunished.

6 Children’s children are the crown of old
men;

the glory of children is their parents.
7Excellent speech isn’t fitting for a fool,

much less do lying lips fit a prince.
8A bribe is a precious stone in the eyes of

himwho gives it;
wherever he turns, he prospers.

9Hewho covers an offense promotes love;
but hewho repeats amatter separates
best friends.

10Arebuke enters deeper into onewhohas
understanding

than a hundred lashes into a fool.
11An evil man seeks only rebellion;

therefore a cruel messenger shall be
sent against him.

12 Let a bear robbed of her cubs meet a
man,

rather than a fool in his folly.
13Whoever rewards evil for good,

evil shall not depart from his house.
14 The beginning of strife is like breaching

a dam,
therefore stop contention before
quarreling breaks out.

15Hewho justifies the wicked, and he who
condemns the righteous,

both of themalike are an abomination
to Yahweh.

16Why is theremoney in the hand of a fool
to buy wisdom,

since he has no understanding?
17A friend loves at all times;

and a brother is born for adversity.
18 A man void of understanding strikes

hands,
and becomes collateral in the pres-
ence of his neighbor.

19Hewho loves disobedience loves strife.
One who builds a high gate seeks de-
struction.

20 One who has a perverse heart doesn’t
find prosperity,

and one who has a deceitful tongue
falls into trouble.

21 He who becomes the father of a fool
grieves.

The father of a fool has no joy.
22A cheerful heart makes goodmedicine,

but a crushed spirit driesup thebones.
23Awickedman receives a bribe in secret,

to pervert the ways of justice.
24Wisdomisbefore the faceofonewhohas

understanding,
but the eyes of a fool wander to the
ends of the earth.

25A foolish son brings grief to his father,
and bitterness to her who bore him.

26Also to punish the righteous is not good,
nor to flog officials for their integrity.

27Hewhospareshiswordshasknowledge.
He who is even tempered is a man of
understanding.

28 Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is
counted wise.

Whenhe shuts his lips, he is thought to
be discerning.

18
1Aman who isolates himself pursues self-

ishness,
and defies all sound judgment.
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2A fool has no delight in understanding,
but only in revealing his own opinion.

3When wickedness comes, contempt also
comes,

and with shame comes disgrace.
4Thewords of aman’smouth are like deep

waters.
The fountain of wisdom is like a flow-
ing brook.

5 To be partial to the faces of the wicked is
not good,

nor to deprive the innocent of justice.
6A fool’s lips come into strife,

and his mouth invites beatings.
7A fool’s mouth is his destruction,

and his lips are a snare to his soul.
8 The words of a gossip are like dainty

morsels:
they go down into a person’s inner-
most parts.

9Onewho is slack in his work
is brother to him who is a master of
destruction.

10Yahweh’s name is a strong tower:
the righteous run to him, and are safe.

11The richman’s wealth is his strong city,
like an unscalable wall in his own
imagination.

12 Before destruction the heart of man is
proud,

but before honor is humility.
13Hewho answers before he hears,

that is folly and shame to him.
14 A man’s spirit will sustain him in sick-

ness,
but a crushed spirit, who can bear?

15 The heart of the discerning gets knowl-
edge.

The ear of the wise seeks knowledge.
16Aman’s gift makes room for him,

and brings him before great men.
17 He who pleads his cause first seems

right—
until another comes and questions
him.

18The lot settles disputes,
and keeps strong ones apart.

19Abrother offended ismore difficult than
a fortified city.

Disputes are like the bars of a fortress.
20Aman’s stomach is filledwith the fruit of

his mouth.

With the harvest of his lips he is satis-
fied.

21 Death and life are in the power of the
tongue;

those who love it will eat its fruit.
22Whoever finds a wife finds a good thing,

and obtains favor of Yahweh.
23The poor plead for mercy,

but the rich answer harshly.
24 A man of many companions may be

ruined,
but there is a friend who sticks closer
than a brother.

19
1 Better is the poor who walks in his in-

tegrity
than hewho is perverse in his lips and
is a fool.

2 It isn’t good to have zeal without knowl-
edge,

nor being hasty with one’s feet and
missing the way.

3The foolishness of man subverts his way;
his heart rages against Yahweh.

4Wealth addsmany friends,
but the poor is separated from his
friend.

5A false witness shall not be unpunished.
Hewhopours out lies shall not go free.

6Manywill entreat the favor of a ruler,
and everyone is a friend to amanwho
gives gifts.

7All the relatives of the poor shun him;
how much more do his friends avoid
him!

He pursues them with pleas, but they
are gone.

8Hewho gets wisdom loves his own soul.
He who keeps understanding shall
find good.

9A false witness shall not be unpunished.
He who utters lies shall perish.

10 Delicate living is not appropriate for a
fool,

much less for a servant to have rule
over princes.

11The discretion of amanmakes him slow
to anger.

It is his glory to overlook an offense.
12 The king’s wrath is like the roaring of a

lion,
but his favor is like dew on the grass.
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13A foolish son is the calamity of his father.
A wife’s quarrels are a continual drip-
ping.

14 House and riches are an inheritance
from fathers,

but a prudent wife is from Yahweh.
15 Slothfulness casts into a deep sleep.

The idle soul shall suffer hunger.
16He who keeps the commandment keeps

his soul,
but he who is contemptuous in his
ways shall die.

17 He who has pity on the poor lends to
Yahweh;

he will reward him.
18Discipline your son, for there is hope;

don’t be a willing party to his death.
19 A hot-tempered man must pay the

penalty,
for if you rescue him, you must do it
again.

20 Listen to counsel and receive instruc-
tion,

that you may be wise in your latter
end.

21There are many plans in aman’s heart,
but Yahweh’s counsel will prevail.

22That whichmakes aman to be desired is
his kindness.

A poorman is better than a liar.
23 The fear of Yahweh leads to life, then

contentment;
he rests and will not be touched by
trouble.

24The sluggard buries his hand in the dish;
he will not so much as bring it to his
mouth again.

25 Flog a scoffer, and the simple will learn
prudence;

rebuke one who has understanding,
and he will gain knowledge.

26He who robs his father and drives away
his mother

is a son who causes shame and brings
reproach.

27 If you stop listening to instruction, my
son,

you will stray from the words of
knowledge.

28A corrupt witness mocks justice,
and the mouth of the wicked gulps
down iniquity.

29Penalties are prepared for scoffers,
and beatings for the backs of fools.

20
1Wine is a mocker and beer is a brawler.

Whoever is led astray by them is not
wise.

2The terror of a king is like the roaring of a
lion.

Hewhoprovokes him to anger forfeits
his own life.

3 It is anhonor for aman tokeepaloof from
strife,

but every fool will be quarreling.
4 The sluggard will not plow by reason of

the winter;
therefore he shall beg in harvest, and
have nothing.

5 Counsel in the heart of man is like deep
water,

but aman of understanding will draw
it out.

6Many men claim to be men of unfailing
love,

but who can find a faithful man?
7A righteous manwalks in integrity.

Blessed are his children after him.
8Akingwho sits on the throne of judgment

scatters away all evil with his eyes.
9Whocan say, “I havemademyheart pure.

I am clean andwithout sin”?
10 Differing weights and differing mea-

sures,
both of themalike are an abomination
to Yahweh.

11Evenachildmakeshimself knownbyhis
doings,

whether his work is pure, and
whether it is right.

12The hearing ear, and the seeing eye,
Yahweh hasmade even both of them.

13 Don’t love sleep, lest you come to
poverty.

Open your eyes, and you shall be satis-
fied with bread.

14 “It’s no good, it’s no good,” says the
buyer;

but when he is gone his way, then he
boasts.

15There is gold and abundance of rubies,
but the lips of knowledge are a rare
jewel.
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16 Take the garment of one who puts up
collateral for a stranger;

and hold him in pledge for awayward
woman.

17Fraudulent food is sweet to aman,
but afterwards hismouth is filledwith
gravel.

18Plans are established by advice;
by wise guidance you wage war!

19 He who goes about as a tale-bearer re-
veals secrets;

therefore don’t keep company with
himwho opens wide his lips.

20Whoever curses his father or hismother,
his lamp shall be put out in blackness
of darkness.

21An inheritance quickly gained at the be-
ginning

won’t be blessed in the end.
22Don’t say, “I will pay back evil.”

Wait for Yahweh, andhewill save you.
23Yahweh detests differing weights,

and dishonest scales are not pleasing.
24Aman’s steps are from Yahweh;

how then can man understand his
way?

25 It is a snare to a man to make a rash
dedication,

then later to consider his vows.
26Awise king winnows out the wicked,

and drives the threshing wheel over
them.

27The spirit of man is Yahweh’s lamp,
searching all his innermost parts.

28Love and faithfulness keep the king safe.
His throne is sustained by love.

29The glory of youngmen is their strength.
The splendor of old men is their gray
hair.

30Wounding blows cleanse away evil,
and beatings purge the innermost
parts.

21
1 The king’s heart is in Yahweh’s hand like

the watercourses.
He turns it wherever he desires.

2 Every way of a man is right in his own
eyes,

but Yahwehweighs the hearts.
3To do righteousness and justice

is more acceptable to Yahweh than
sacrifice.

4A high look and a proud heart,
the lamp of the wicked, is sin.

5 The plans of the diligent surely lead to
profit;

and everyone who is hasty surely
rushes to poverty.

6Getting treasures by a lying tongue
is a fleeting vapor for those who seek
death.

7 The violence of the wicked will drive
them away,

because they refuse todowhat is right.
8The way of the guilty is devious,

but the conduct of the innocent is up-
right.

9 It is better to dwell in the corner of the
housetop

than to share a house with a con-
tentious woman.

10The soul of the wicked desires evil;
his neighbor finds no mercy in his
eyes.

11When the mocker is punished, the sim-
ple gains wisdom.

When the wise is instructed, he re-
ceives knowledge.

12 The Righteous One considers the house
of the wicked,

and brings the wicked to ruin.
13Whoever stops his ears at the cry of the

poor,
he will also cry out, but shall not be
heard.

14A gift in secret pacifies anger,
and a bribe in the cloak, strong wrath.

15 It is joy to the righteous to do justice;
but it is a destruction to theworkers of
iniquity.

16Themanwhowanders out of the way of
understanding

shall rest in the assembly of the de-
parted spirits.

17 He who loves pleasure will be a poor
man.

He who loves wine and oil won’t be
rich.

18Thewicked is a ransomfor the righteous,
the treacherous for the upright.

19 It is better to dwell in a desert land,
than with a contentious and fretful
woman.
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20There is precious treasure and oil in the
dwelling of the wise,

but a foolishman swallows it up.
21He who follows after righteousness and

kindness
finds life, righteousness, and honor.

22Awise man scales the city of themighty,
and brings down the strength of its
confidence.

23 Whoever guards his mouth and his
tongue

keeps his soul from troubles.
24 The proud and arrogant man—“Scoffer”

is his name—
he works in the arrogance of pride.

25The desire of the sluggard kills him,
for his hands refuse to labor.

26 There are those who covet greedily all
day long;

but the righteous give and don’t with-
hold.

27 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomi-
nation—

how much more, when he brings it
with a wickedmind!

28A false witness will perish.
Amanwho listens speaks to eternity.

29Awickedman hardens his face;
but as for the upright, he establishes
his ways.

30There is no wisdom nor understanding
nor counsel against Yahweh.

31 The horse is prepared for the day of
battle;

but victory is with Yahweh.

22
1Agoodname ismore desirable than great

riches,
and loving favor is better than silver
and gold.

2 The rich and the poor have this in com-
mon:

Yahweh is themaker of them all.
3 A prudent man sees danger and hides

himself;
but the simple pass on, and suffer for
it.

4 The result of humility and the fear of
Yahweh

is wealth, honor, and life.

5 Thorns and snares are in the path of the
wicked;

whoeverguardshis soul stays far from
them.

6Train up a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old he will not depart
from it.

7The rich rule over the poor.
The borrower is servant to the lender.

8Hewho sows wickedness reaps trouble,
and the rod of his fury will be de-
stroyed.

9 He who has a generous eye will be
blessed,

for he shares his food with the poor.
10 Drive out the mocker, and strife will go

out;
yes, quarrels and insults will stop.

11Hewho loves purity of heart and speaks
gracefully

is the king’s friend.
12Yahweh’s eyes watch over knowledge,

but he frustrates the words of the un-
faithful.

13 The sluggard says, “There is a lion out-
side!

I will be killed in the streets!”
14Themouth of an adulteress is a deep pit.

He who is under Yahweh’s wrath will
fall into it.

15Folly is bound up in the heart of a child;
the rod of discipline drives it far from
him.

16Whoever oppresses the poor for his own
increase and whoever gives to the
rich,

both come to poverty.

17Turn your ear, and listen to the words of
the wise.

Apply your heart to my teaching.
18For it is a pleasant thing if you keep them

within you,
if all of them are ready on your lips.

19 I teach you today, even you,
so that your trust may be in Yahweh.

20Haven’t I written to you thirty excellent
things

of counsel and knowledge,
21To teach you truth, reliable words,

to give sound answers to the oneswho
sent you?
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22Don’t exploit thepoorbecausehe ispoor;
and don’t crush the needy in court;

23 for Yahwehwill plead their case,
andplunder the life of thosewhoplun-
der them.

24Don’t befriend a hot-temperedman.
Don’t associate with one who harbors
anger,

25 lest you learn his ways
and ensnare your soul.

26 Don’t you be one of those who strike
hands,

of those who are collateral for debts.
27 If you don’t havemeans to pay,

why should he take away your bed
from under you?

28Don’t move the ancient boundary stone
which your fathers have set up.

29Do you see aman skilled in his work?
He will serve kings.
He won’t serve obscuremen.

23
1When you sit to eat with a ruler,

consider diligentlywhat is before you;
2put a knife to your throat

if you are aman given to appetite.
3Don’t be desirous of his dainties,

since they are deceitful food.
4Don’t weary yourself to be rich.

In your wisdom, show restraint.
5Whydo you set your eyes on thatwhich is

not?
For it certainly sprouts wings like an
eagle and flies in the sky.

6Don’t eat the food of himwhohas a stingy
eye,

and don’t crave his delicacies,
7 for as he thinks about the cost, so he
is.

“Eat and drink!” he says to you,
but his heart is not with you.

8 You will vomit up the morsel which you
have eaten

andwaste your pleasant words.
9Don’t speak in the ears of a fool,

for hewill despise the wisdom of your
words.

10Don’t move the ancient boundary stone.
Don’t encroach on the fields of the fa-
therless,

11 for their Defender is strong.
He will plead their case against you.

12Apply your heart to instruction,
and your ears to the words of knowl-
edge.

13Don’t withhold correction from a child.
If you punish himwith the rod, hewill
not die.

14Punish himwith the rod,
and save his soul from Sheol.†

15My son, if your heart is wise,
thenmy heart will be glad, evenmine.

16Yes, my heart will rejoice
when your lips speak what is right.

17Don’t let your heart envy sinners,
but rather fear Yahweh all day long.

18 Indeed surely there is a future hope,
and your hope will not be cut off.

19Listen, my son, and be wise,
and keep your heart on the right path!

20Don’t be among ones drinking too much
wine,

or those who gorge themselves on
meat;

21 for the drunkard and the glutton shall
become poor;

and drowsiness clothes them in rags.
22Listen to your father who gave you life,

and don’t despise your mother when
she is old.

23Buy the truth, and don’t sell it.
Get wisdom, discipline, and under-
standing.

24The father of the righteous has great joy.
Whoever fathers a wise child delights
in him.

25Let your father andyourmotherbeglad!
Let her who bore you rejoice!

26My son, give me your heart;
and let your eyes keep inmyways.

27For a prostitute is a deep pit;
and a wayward wife is a narrowwell.

28Yes, she lies in wait like a robber,
† 23:14 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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and increases the unfaithful among
men.

29Who has woe?
Who has sorrow?
Who has strife?
Who has complaints?
Who has needless bruises?
Who has bloodshot eyes?

30Those who stay long at the wine;
those who go to seek out mixed wine.

31Don’t look at the wine when it is red,
when it sparkles in the cup,
when it goes down smoothly.

32 In the end, it bites like a snake,
and poisons like a viper.

33Your eyes will see strange things,
and yourmindwill imagine confusing
things.

34 Yes, you will be as he who lies down in
themiddle of the sea,

or as he who lies on top of the rigging:
35 “They hit me, and I was not hurt!

They beat me, and I don’t feel it!
Whenwill I wake up? I can do it again.
I will look for more.”

24
1Don’t be envious of evil men,

neither desire to be with them;
2 for their hearts plot violence

and their lips talk about mischief.
3Through wisdom a house is built;

by understanding it is established;
4by knowledge the rooms are filled

with all rare and beautiful treasure.
5Awise man has great power.

A knowledgeable man increases
strength,

6 for by wise guidance you wage your war,
and victory is in many advisors.

7Wisdom is too high for a fool.
He doesn’t open his mouth in the gate.

8Onewho plots to do evil
will be called a schemer.

9The schemes of folly are sin.
Themocker is detested bymen.

10 If you falter in the time of trouble,
your strength is small.

11Rescue those who are being led away to
death!

Indeed, hold back those who are stag-
gering to the slaughter!

12 If you say, “Behold, we didn’t know this,”
doesn’t he whoweighs the hearts con-
sider it?

He who keeps your soul, doesn’t he know
it?

Shall he not give to everyman accord-
ing to his work?

13My son, eat honey, for it is good,
the droppings of the honeycomb,
which are sweet to your taste;

14 so you shall know wisdom to be to your
soul.

If you have found it, then therewill be
a reward:

Your hope will not be cut off.
15 Don’t lay in wait, wicked man, against

the habitation of the righteous.
Don’t destroy his resting place;

16 for a righteousman falls seven timesand
rises up again,

but the wicked are overthrown by
calamity.

17Don’t rejoice when your enemy falls.
Don’t let your heart be gladwhen he is
overthrown,

18 lest Yahweh see it, and it displease him,
and he turn away his wrath from him.

19Don’t fret yourself because of evildoers,
neither be envious of the wicked;

20 for there will be no reward to the evil
man.

The lampof thewickedwill be snuffed
out.

21My son, fear Yahweh and the king.
Don’t join those who are rebellious,

22 for their calamity will rise suddenly.
Who knows what destruction may
come from them both?

23These also are sayings of the wise:

To showpartiality in judgment is not good.
24 He who says to the wicked, “You are

righteous,”
peoples will curse him, and nations
will abhor him—

25but itwill gowellwith thosewho convict
the guilty,

and a rich blessingwill come on them.
26An honest answer
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is like a kiss on the lips.
27Prepare your work outside,

and get your fields ready.
Afterwards, build your house.

28Don’t be awitness against yourneighbor
without cause.

Don’t deceive with your lips.
29Don’t say, “Iwill do to himas he has done

to me;
I will repay the man according to his
work.”

30 I went by the field of the sluggard,
by the vineyard of the man void of
understanding.

31 Behold, it was all grown over with
thorns.

Its surface was covered with nettles,
and its stone wall was broken down.

32Then I saw, and considered well.
I saw, and received instruction:

33a little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to sleep,

34 so your poverty will come as a robber
and your want as an armedman.

25
1 These also are proverbs of Solomon,

which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah
copied out.
2 It is the glory of God to conceal a thing,

but the glory of kings is to search out a
matter.

3 As the heavens for height, and the earth
for depth,

so the hearts of kings are unsearch-
able.

4Take away the dross from the silver,
andmaterial comes out for the refiner.

5 Take away the wicked from the king’s
presence,

and his throne will be established in
righteousness.

6Don’t exalt yourself in the presence of the
king,

or claim a place among great men;
7 for it is better that it be said to you, “Come

up here,”
than that you should be put lower in
the presence of the prince,

whom your eyes have seen.
8 Don’t be hasty in bringing charges to

court.

Whatwill youdo in the endwhenyour
neighbor shames you?

9Debate your case with your neighbor,
and don’t betray the confidence of an-
other,

10 lest one who hears it put you to
shame,

andyourbadreputationneverdepart.

11Aword fitly spoken
is like apples of gold in settings of sil-
ver.

12As an earring of gold, and an ornament
of fine gold,

so is a wise reprover to an obedient
ear.

13As thecoldof snowin the timeofharvest,
so is a faithfulmessenger to thosewho
send him;

for he refreshes the soul of his mas-
ters.

14As clouds and wind without rain,
so is hewhoboasts of gifts deceptively.

15By patience a ruler is persuaded.
A soft tongue breaks the bone.

16Have you found honey?
Eat as much as is sufficient for you,
lest you eat toomuch, and vomit it.

17 Let your foot be seldom in your neigh-
bor’s house,

lest he be weary of you, and hate you.
18Amanwho gives false testimony against

his neighbor
is like a club, a sword, or a sharp ar-
row.

19 Confidence in someone unfaithful in
time of trouble

is like a bad tooth or a lame foot.
20Asonewho takes awaya garment in cold

weather,
or vinegar on soda,
so is one who sings songs to a heavy
heart.

21 If your enemy is hungry, give him food
to eat.

If he is thirsty, givehimwater to drink;
22 foryouwillheapcoalsoffireonhishead,

and Yahwehwill reward you.
23The north wind produces rain;

soabackbiting tonguebringsanangry
face.

24 It is better to dwell in the corner of the
housetop
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than to share a house with a con-
tentious woman.

25Like cold water to a thirsty soul,
so is good news from a far country.

26 Like a muddied spring and a polluted
well,

so is a righteous man who gives way
before the wicked.

27 It is not good to eat much honey,
nor is it honorable to seek one’s own
honor.

28Like a city that is broken downandwith-
out walls

is a man whose spirit is without re-
straint.

26
1 Like snow in summer, and as rain in

harvest,
so honor is not fitting for a fool.

2Like a fluttering sparrow,
like a darting swallow,
so the undeserved curse doesn’t come
to rest.

3Awhip is for the horse,
a bridle for the donkey,
and a rod for the back of fools!

4Don’t answer a fool according to his folly,
lest you also be like him.

5Answer a fool according to his folly,
lest he be wise in his own eyes.

6One who sends a message by the hand of
a fool

is cutting off feet and drinking vio-
lence.

7Like the legs of the lame that hang loose,
so is a parable in themouth of fools.

8As one who binds a stone in a sling,
so is he who gives honor to a fool.

9Like a thorn bush that goes into the hand
of a drunkard,

so is a parable in themouth of fools.
10As an archer whowounds all,

so is he who hires a fool
or he who hires those who pass by.

11As a dog that returns to his vomit,
so is a fool who repeats his folly.

12Do you see amanwise in his own eyes?
There is more hope for a fool than for
him.

13The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the
road!

A fierce lion roams the streets!”

14As the door turns on its hinges,
so does the sluggard on his bed.

15The sluggard buries his hand in the dish.
He is too lazy to bring it back to his
mouth.

16The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes
than sevenmenwho answer with dis-
cretion.

17Like one who grabs a dog’s ears
is onewho passes by andmeddles in a
quarrel not his own.

18 Like a madman who shoots torches, ar-
rows, and death,

19 is the man who deceives his neigh-
bor and says, “Am I not joking?”

20For lack of wood a fire goes out.
Without gossip, a quarrel dies down.

21As coals are to hot embers,
and wood to fire,
so is a contentious man to kindling
strife.

22 The words of a whisperer are as dainty
morsels,

theygodown into the innermostparts.
23Like silver dross on an earthen vessel

are the lips of a fervent one with an
evil heart.

24A malicious man disguises himself with
his lips,

but he harbors evil in his heart.
25When his speech is charming, don’t be-

lieve him,
for there are seven abominations in
his heart.

26His malice may be concealed by decep-
tion,

but his wickedness will be exposed in
the assembly.

27Whoever digs a pit shall fall into it.
Whoever rolls a stone, it will come
back on him.

28A lying tongue hates those it hurts;
and a flatteringmouth works ruin.

27
1Don’t boast about tomorrow;

for you don’t know what a day may
bring.

2Let another man praise you,
and not your ownmouth;
a stranger, and not your own lips.

3A stone is heavy,
and sand is a burden;
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but a fool’s provocation is heavier
than both.

4Wrath is cruel,
and anger is overwhelming;
but who is able to stand before jeal-
ousy?

5Better is open rebuke
than hidden love.

6The wounds of a friend are faithful,
although the kisses of an enemy are
profuse.

7A full soul loathes a honeycomb;
but to a hungry soul, every bitter thing
is sweet.

8As a bird that wanders from her nest,
so is a man who wanders from his
home.

9 Perfume and incense bring joy to the
heart;

so does earnest counsel from a man’s
friend.

10 Don’t forsake your friend and your fa-
ther’s friend.

Don’t go to your brother’s house in the
day of your disaster.

A neighbor who is near is better than
a distant brother.

11Be wise, my son,
and bring joy to my heart,
then I can answermy tormentor.

12 A prudent man sees danger and takes
refuge;

but the simple pass on, and suffer for
it.

13Takehis garmentwhenheputsup collat-
eral for a stranger.

Hold it for a wayward woman!
14Hewho blesses his neighbor with a loud

voice early in themorning,
it will be taken as a curse by him.

15A continual dropping on a rainy day
and a contentious wife are alike:

16 restraining her is like restraining the
wind,

or like grasping oil in his right hand.

17 Iron sharpens iron;
so aman sharpens his friend’s counte-
nance.

18 Whoever tends the fig tree shall eat its
fruit.

He who looks after his master shall be
honored.

19Like water reflects a face,
so aman’s heart reflects theman.

20 Sheol† and Abaddon are never satisfied;
and aman’s eyes are never satisfied.

21The crucible is for silver,
and the furnace for gold;
but man is refined by his praise.

22Though you grind a fool in amortarwith
a pestle along with grain,

yethis foolishnesswill notbe removed
from him.

23Knowwell the state of your flocks,
and pay attention to your herds,

24 for riches are not forever,
nor does the crown endure to all gen-
erations.

25Thehay is removed, and the newgrowth
appears,

the grasses of the hills are gathered in.
26The lambs are for your clothing,

and the goats are the price of a field.
27 There will be plenty of goats’ milk for

your food,
for your family’s food,
and for the nourishment of your ser-
vant girls.

28
1The wicked flee when no one pursues;

but the righteous are as bold as a lion.
2 In rebellion, a land has many rulers,

but order is maintained by a man of
understanding and knowledge.

3A needymanwho oppresses the poor
is like a driving rain which leaves no
crops.

4 Those who forsake the law praise the
wicked;

but those who keep the law contend
with them.

5Evil men don’t understand justice;
but those who seek Yahweh under-
stand it fully.

6 Better is the poor who walks in his in-
tegrity

than he who is perverse in his ways,
and he is rich.

7Whoever keeps the law is a wise son;
† 27:20 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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but he who is a companion of gluttons
shames his father.

8Hewho increases hiswealth by excessive
interest

gathers it for one who has pity on the
poor.

9He who turns away his ear from hearing
the law,

even his prayer is an abomination.
10Whoever causes the upright to go astray

in an evil way,
he will fall into his own trap;
but the blameless will inherit good.

11The richman is wise in his own eyes;
but the poor who has understanding
sees through him.

12 When the righteous triumph, there is
great glory;

but when the wicked rise, men hide
themselves.

13 He who conceals his sins doesn’t pros-
per,

butwhoever confesses and renounces
them findsmercy.

14Blessed is themanwho always fears;
but one who hardens his heart falls
into trouble.

15As a roaring lion or a charging bear,
so is a wicked ruler over helpless peo-
ple.

16A tyrannical ruler lacks judgment.
Onewhohates ill-gottengainwill have
long days.

17 A man who is tormented by blood guilt
will be a fugitive until death.

No one will support him.
18Whoever walks blamelessly is kept safe;

but one with perverse ways will fall
suddenly.

19 One who works his land will have an
abundance of food;

but onewhochases fantasieswill have
his fill of poverty.

20A faithful man is rich with blessings;
but onewho is eager to be richwill not
go unpunished.

21To show partiality is not good,
yet a man will do wrong for a piece of
bread.

22A stingyman hurries after riches,
and doesn’t know that poverty waits
for him.

23One who rebukes a man will afterward
findmore favor

than onewho flatters with the tongue.
24 Whoever robs his father or his mother

and says, “It’s not wrong,”
is a partner with a destroyer.

25Onewho is greedy stirs up strife;
but one who trusts in Yahweh will
prosper.

26Onewho trusts in himself is a fool;
but one who walks in wisdom is kept
safe.

27Onewho gives to the poor has no lack;
but one who closes his eyes will have
many curses.

28When the wicked rise, men hide them-
selves;

but when they perish, the righteous
thrive.

29
1He who is often rebuked and stiffens his

neck
will be destroyed suddenly, with no
remedy.

2 When the righteous thrive, the people
rejoice;

but when the wicked rule, the people
groan.

3Whoever loves wisdom brings joy to his
father;

but a companion of prostitutes squan-
ders his wealth.

4The king by justicemakes the land stable,
but he who takes bribes tears it down.

5Amanwho flatters his neighbor
spreads a net for his feet.

6An evil man is snared by his sin,
but the righteous can sing and be glad.

7 The righteous care about justice for the
poor.

The wicked aren’t concerned about
knowledge.

8Mockers stir up a city,
but wise men turn away anger.

9 If a wise man goes to court with a foolish
man,

the fool rages or scoffs, and there is no
peace.

10The bloodthirsty hate aman of integrity;
and they seek the life of the upright.

11A fool vents all of his anger,
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but a wise man brings himself under
control.

12 If a ruler listens to lies,
all of his officials are wicked.

13 The poor man and the oppressor have
this in common:

Yahweh gives sight to the eyes of both.
14The king who fairly judges the poor,

his throne shall be established for-
ever.

15The rod of correction gives wisdom,
but a child left to himself causes
shame to his mother.

16 When the wicked increase, sin in-
creases;

but the righteous will see their down-
fall.

17 Correct your son, and he will give you
peace;

yes, he will bring delight to your soul.
18Where there is no revelation, the people

cast off restraint;
but one who keeps the law is blessed.

19A servant can’t be corrected by words.
Though he understands, yet he will
not respond.

20 Do you see a man who is hasty in his
words?

There is more hope for a fool than for
him.

21Hewho pampers his servant fromyouth
will havehimbecomea son in the end.

22An angryman stirs up strife,
and a wrathful man abounds in sin.

23Aman’s pride brings him low,
but one of lowly spirit gains honor.

24Whoever is an accomplice of a thief is an
enemy of his own soul.

He takes an oath, but dares not testify.
25The fear of man proves to be a snare,

but whoever puts his trust in Yahweh
is kept safe.

26Many seek the ruler’s favor,
but a man’s justice comes from Yah-
weh.

27A dishonest man detests the righteous,
and the upright in their ways detest
the wicked.

30
1Thewords of Agur the son of Jakeh, the

revelation:
theman says to Ithiel,

to Ithiel and Ucal:

2 “Surely I am themost ignorant man,
and don’t have a man’s understand-
ing.

3 I have not learned wisdom,
neither do I have the knowledge of the
Holy One.

4 Who has ascended up into heaven, and
descended?

Who has gathered the wind in his
fists?

Who has bound the waters in his gar-
ment?

Whohas establishedall the ends of the
earth?

What is his name, andwhat is his son’s
name, if you know?

5 “Every word of God is flawless.
He is a shield to those who take refuge
in him.

6Don’t you add to his words,
lest he reprove you, and you be found
a liar.

7 “Two things I have asked of you.
Don’t denyme before I die.

8Remove far fromme falsehood and lies.
Give me neither poverty nor riches.
Feed me with the food that is needful
for me,

9 lest I be full, deny you, and say, ‘Who is
Yahweh?’

or lest I be poor, and steal,
and so dishonor the name of my God.

10 “Don’t slander a servant to his master,
lest he curse you, and you be held
guilty.

11 There is a generation that curses their
father,

and doesn’t bless their mother.
12There is a generation that is pure in their

own eyes,
yet are not washed from their filthi-
ness.

13 There is a generation, oh how lofty are
their eyes!

Their eyelids are lifted up.
14 There is a generation whose teeth are

like swords,
and their jaws like knives,
to devour the poor from the earth, and
the needy from amongmen.
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15 “The leech has two daughters:
‘Give, give.’

“There are three things that are never sat-
isfied;

four that don’t say, ‘Enough!’:
16 Sheol,†
the barren womb,
the earth that is not satisfied with wa-
ter,

and the fire that doesn’t say, ‘Enough!’
17 “The eye that mocks at his father,

and scorns obedience to his mother,
the ravens of the valley shall pick it
out,

the young eagles shall eat it.

18 “There are three things which are too
amazing for me,

four which I don’t understand:
19The way of an eagle in the air,
the way of a serpent on a rock,
the way of a ship in the middle of the
sea,

and the way of a manwith amaiden.

20 “So is the way of an adulterous woman:
She eats and wipes her mouth,
and says, ‘I have done nothingwrong.’

21 “For three things the earth trembles,
and under four, it can’t bear up:
22For a servant when he is king,
a fool when he is filled with food,
23 for an unloved woman when she is
married,

and a servant who is heir to her mis-
tress.

24“There are four thingswhich are little on
the earth,

but they are exceedingly wise:
25The ants are not a strong people,
yet they provide their food in the sum-
mer.

26The hyraxes are but a feeble folk,
yet make they their houses in the
rocks.

27The locusts have no king,
yet they advance in ranks.

28 You can catch a lizard with your
hands,

yet it is in kings’ palaces.
29“There are three thingswhichare stately

in their march,
four which are stately in going:
30 The lion, which is mightiest among
animals,

and doesn’t turn away for any;
31 the greyhound;
themale goat;
and the king against whom there is no
rising up.

32 “If you have done foolishly in lifting up
yourself,

or if you have thought evil,
put your hand over yourmouth.

33Foras thechurningofmilkproduces
butter,

and thewringing of the nose produces
blood,

so the forcing of wrath produces
strife.”

31
1The words of King Lemuel—the revela-

tion which his mother taught him:

2 “Oh, my son!
Oh, son of mywomb!
Oh, son of my vows!

3Don’t give your strength to women,
nor your ways to that which destroys
kings.

4 It is not for kings, Lemuel,
it is not for kings to drink wine,
nor for princes to say, ‘Where is strong
drink?’

5 lest they drink, and forget the law,
and pervert the justice due to anyone
who is afflicted.

6Give strong drink to him who is ready to
perish,

and wine to the bitter in soul.
7Let him drink, and forget his poverty,

and remember his misery nomore.
8Open yourmouth for themute,

in thecauseofallwhoare leftdesolate.
9Open yourmouth, judge righteously,

† 30:16 Sheol is the place of the dead.



Proverbs 31:10 663 Proverbs 31:31

and serve justice to the poor and
needy.”

10 †Who can find a worthy woman?
For her value is far above rubies.

11The heart of her husband trusts in her.
He shall have no lack of gain.

12 She does him good, and not harm,
all the days of her life.

13 She seeks wool and flax,
and works eagerly with her hands.

14 She is like themerchant ships.
She brings her bread from afar.

15 She rises also while it is yet night,
gives food to her household,
and portions for her servant girls.

16 She considers a field, and buys it.
With the fruit of her hands, she plants
a vineyard.

17 She arms her waist with strength,
andmakes her arms strong.

18 She perceives that her merchandise is
profitable.

Her lamp doesn’t go out by night.
19 She lays her hands to the distaff,

and her hands hold the spindle.
20 She opens her arms to the poor;

yes, she extends her hands to the
needy.

21 She is not afraid of the snow for her
household,

for all her household are clothed with
scarlet.

22 She makes for herself carpets of
tapestry.

Her clothing is fine linen and purple.
23Her husband is respected in the gates,

when he sits among the elders of the
land.

24 She makes linen garments and sells
them,

and delivers sashes to themerchant.
25 Strength and dignity are her clothing.

She laughs at the time to come.
26 She opens her mouth with wisdom.

Kind instruction is on her tongue.
27 She looks well to the ways of her house-

hold,
and doesn’t eat the bread of idleness.

28Her children riseupand call herblessed.

Her husband also praises her:
29 “Manywomen do noble things,

but you excel them all.”
30Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain;

but a woman who fears Yahweh, she
shall be praised.

31Give her of the fruit of her hands!
Let her works praise her in the gates!

† 31:10 Proverbs 31:10-31 form an acrostic, with each verse starting with each letter of the Hebrew alphabet, in
order.
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Ecclesiastes
or, The Preacher

1 The words of the Preacher, the son of
David, king in Jerusalem:

2 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher;
“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.”

3What does man gain from all his labor
in which he labors under the sun?

4One generation goes, and another gen-
eration comes; but the earth remains for-
ever.

5 The sun also rises, and the sun goes
down, and hurries to its place where it
rises.

6 The wind goes toward the south, and
turns around to the north. It turns around
continuallyas it goes, and thewindreturns
again to its courses.

7 All the rivers run into the sea, yet the
sea isnot full. To theplacewhere the rivers
flow, there they flow again.

8All things are full of weariness beyond
uttering. The eye is not satisfied with see-
ing, nor the ear filled with hearing.

9Thatwhich has been is thatwhich shall
be, and that which has been done is that
which shall be done; and there is no new
thing under the sun.

10 Is there a thing ofwhich itmaybe said,
“Behold,† this is new”? It has been long
ago, in the ages which were before us.

11 There is no memory of the former;
neither shall there be any memory of the
latter that are to come, among those that
shall come after.

12 I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in
Jerusalem.

13 I applied my heart to seek and to
search out by wisdom concerning all that
is done under the sky. It is a heavy burden
thatGod‡has given to the sons ofmen tobe
afflicted with.

14 I have seen all theworks that are done
under the sun; andbehold, all is vanityand
a chasing after wind.

15 That which is crooked can’t be made
straight; and that which is lacking can’t be
counted.

16 I said to myself, “Behold, I have ob-
tained for myself great wisdom above all
whowere beforeme in Jerusalem. Yes, my
heart has had great experience of wisdom
and knowledge.”

17 I applied my heart to know wisdom,
and to know madness and folly. I per-
ceived that this also was a chasing after
wind.

18For inmuchwisdomismuchgrief; and
he who increases knowledge increases
sorrow.

2
1 I said inmyheart, “Comenow, Iwill test

youwithmirth; therefore enjoy pleasure;”
and behold, this also was vanity.

2 I said of laughter, “It is foolishness;”
and of mirth, “What does it accomplish?”

3 I searched in my heart how to cheer
my flesh with wine, my heart yet guiding
me with wisdom, and how to lay hold of
folly, until I might see what it was good for
the sons of men that they should do under
heaven all the days of their lives.

4 I made myself great works. I built
myself houses. I plantedmyself vineyards.

5 Imademyself gardens and parks, and I
planted trees in them of all kinds of fruit.

6 I made myself pools of water, to water
the forest where trees were grown.

7 I bought male servants and female ser-
vants, and had servants born inmy house.
I also had great possessions of herds and
flocks, above all who were before me in
Jerusalem.

8 I also gathered silver and gold for my-
self, and the treasure of kings and of the
provinces. I got myself male and female
singers, and the delights of the sons of
men: musical instruments of all sorts.

9So Iwasgreat, and increasedmore than
all who were before me in Jerusalem. My
wisdom also remained withme.

10 Whatever my eyes desired, I didn’t
keep from them. I didn’t withhold my

† 1:10 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
‡ 1:13 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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heart from any joy, for my heart rejoiced
because of all my labor, and this was my
portion from all my labor.

11Then I looked at all the works that my
hands had worked, and at the labor that
I had labored to do; and behold, all was
vanity and a chasing after wind, and there
was no profit under the sun.

12 I turned myself to consider wisdom,
madness, and folly; forwhat can the king’s
successor do? Just that which has been
done long ago.

13Then I saw thatwisdomexcels folly, as
far as light excels darkness.

14 The wise man’s eyes are in his head,
and the fool walks in darkness—and yet I
perceived that one event happens to them
all.

15Then I said inmy heart, “As it happens
to the fool, so will it happen even to me;
and why was I then more wise?” Then I
said inmy heart that this also is vanity.

16 For of the wise man, even as of the
fool, there is no memory forever, since in
the days to come all will have been long
forgotten. Indeed, the wise man must die
just like the fool!

17So I hated life, because thework that is
worked under the sunwas grievous tome;
for all is vanity and a chasing after wind.

18 I hated all my labor inwhich I labored
under the sun, because I must leave it to
themanwho comes after me.

19Who knows whether he will be a wise
manor a fool? Yet hewill have rule over all
ofmy labor inwhich I have labored, and in
which I have shownmyself wise under the
sun. This also is vanity.

20Therefore I began to causemyheart to
despair concerning all the labor inwhich I
had labored under the sun.

21For there is amanwhose labor is with
wisdom, with knowledge, and with skill-
fulness; yet he shall leave it for his portion
to a man who has not labored for it. This
also is vanity and a great evil.

22 For what does a man have of all his
labor and of the striving of his heart, in
which he labors under the sun?

23 For all his days are sorrows, and his
travail is grief; yes, even in the night his
heart takes no rest. This also is vanity.

24There is nothing better for aman than
that he should eat and drink, andmake his
soul enjoy good in his labor. This also I
saw, that it is from the hand of God.

25 For who can eat, or who can have
enjoyment, more than I?

26 For to the man who pleases him, God
gives wisdom, knowledge, and joy; but to
the sinner he gives travail, to gather and
to heap up, that he may give to him who
pleases God. This also is vanity and a
chasing after wind.

3
1 For everything there is a season, and a

time for every purpose under heaven:
2a time to be born,

and a time to die;
a time to plant,

and a time to pluck up that which is
planted;

3a time to kill,
and a time to heal;

a time to break down,
and a time to build up;

4a time to weep,
and a time to laugh;

a time tomourn,
and a time to dance;

5a time to cast away stones,
and a time to gather stones together;

a time to embrace,
and a time to refrain from embracing;

6a time to seek,
and a time to lose;

a time to keep,
and a time to cast away;

7a time to tear,
and a time to sew;

a time to keep silence,
and a time to speak;

8a time to love,
and a time to hate;

a time for war,
and a time for peace.

9What profit has hewhoworks in that in
which he labors?

10 I have seen the burdenwhich God has
given to the sons of men to be afflicted
with.

11 He has made everything beautiful in
its time. He has also set eternity in their
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hearts, yet so that man can’t find out the
work that God has done from the begin-
ning even to the end.

12 I know that there is nothing better for
themthan to rejoice, and todogoodas long
as they live.

13 Also that every man should eat and
drink, and enjoy good in all his labor, is the
gift of God.

14 I know thatwhateverGoddoes, it shall
be forever. Nothing can be added to it, nor
anything taken from it; and God has done
it, that men should fear before him.

15 That which is has been long ago, and
that which is to be has been long ago. God
seeks again that which is passed away.

16 Moreover I saw under the sun, in
the place of justice, that wickedness was
there; and in the place of righteousness,
that wickedness was there.

17 I said in my heart, “God will judge the
righteous and the wicked; for there is a
time there for every purpose and for every
work.”

18 I said in my heart, “As for the sons of
men, God tests them, so that they may see
that they themselves are like animals.

19 For that which happens to the sons
of men happens to animals. Even one
thing happens to them. As the one dies,
so the other dies. Yes, they have all one
breath; and man has no advantage over
the animals, for all is vanity.

20 All go to one place. All are from the
dust, and all turn to dust again.

21Whoknows the spirit ofman,whether
it goes upward, and the spirit of the an-
imal, whether it goes downward to the
earth?”

22 Therefore I saw that there is nothing
better than that aman should rejoice inhis
works, for that is his portion; for who can
bring him to see what will be after him?

4
1Then I returned and sawall the oppres-

sions that are done under the sun: and
behold, the tears of those who were op-
pressed, and they had no comforter; and
on the side of their oppressors there was
power; but they had no comforter.

2Therefore I praised the dead who have
been long dead more than the living who
are yet alive.

3 Yes, better than them both is him who
has not yet been, who has not seen the evil
work that is done under the sun.

4 Then I saw all the labor and achieve-
ment that is the envy of a man’s neigh-
bor. This also is vanity and a striving after
wind.

5 The fool folds his hands together and
ruins himself.

6Better is ahandful,withquietness, than
two handfuls with labor and chasing after
wind.

7 Then I returned and saw vanity under
the sun.

8 There is one who is alone, and he has
neither son nor brother. There is no end
to all of his labor, neither are his eyes
satisfiedwithwealth. “Forwhom then do I
labor and deprive my soul of enjoyment?”
This also is vanity. Yes, it is a miserable
business.

9 Two are better than one, because they
have a good reward for their labor.

10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his
fellow; but woe to him who is alone when
he falls, and doesn’t have another to lift
him up.

11 Again, if two lie together, then they
havewarmth; but howcanonekeepwarm
alone?

12 If a man prevails against one who
is alone, two shall withstand him; and a
threefold cord is not quickly broken.

13 Better is a poor and wise youth than
an old and foolish king who doesn’t know
how to receive admonition anymore.

14 For out of prison he came out to be
king; yes, even in his kingdomhewas born
poor.

15 I saw all the living who walk under
the sun, that they were with the youth, the
other, who succeeded him.

16 There was no end of all the people,
even of all them over whom he was—yet
those who come after shall not rejoice in
him. Surely this also is vanity and a chas-
ing after wind.
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5
1Guard your steps when you go to God’s

house; for to draw near to listen is better
than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they
don’t know that they do evil.

2 Don’t be rash with your mouth, and
don’t let your heart be hasty to utter any-
thing beforeGod; for God is in heaven, and
you on earth. Therefore let your words be
few.

3For as a dream comes with amultitude
of cares, so a fool’s speechwith amultitude
of words.

4 When you vow a vow to God, don’t
defer to pay it; for he has no pleasure in
fools. Pay that which you vow.

5 It is better that you should not vow,
than that you should vow and not pay.

6Don’t allowyourmouth to leadyou into
sin. Don’t protest before the messenger
that this was a mistake. Why should God
be angry at your voice, and destroy the
work of your hands?

7 For in the multitude of dreams there
are vanities, as well as inmanywords; but
youmust fear God.

8 If you see the oppression of the poor,
and the violent taking away of justice and
righteousness in a district, don’t marvel
at the matter, for one official is eyed by
a higher one, and there are officials over
them.

9Moreover the profit of the earth is for
all. The king profits from the field.

10 He who loves silver shall not be sat-
isfied with silver, nor he who loves abun-
dance, with increase. This also is vanity.

11 When goods increase, those who eat
themare increased; andwhatadvantage is
there to its owner, except to feast on them
with his eyes?

12 The sleep of a laboring man is sweet,
whether he eats little or much; but the
abundance of the rich will not allow him
to sleep.

13 There is a grievous evil which I have
seen under the sun: wealth kept by its
owner to his harm.

14 Those riches perish by misfortune,
and if he has fathered a son, there is noth-
ing in his hand.

15As he came out of his mother’s womb,
naked shall he go again as he came, and
shall take nothing for his labor, which he
may carry away in his hand.

16 This also is a grievous evil, that in all
points as he came, so shall he go. And
what profit does he have who labors for
the wind?

17All his dayshealso eats indarkness, he
is frustrated, and has sickness and wrath.

18 Behold, that which I have seen to be
good and proper is for one to eat and to
drink, and to enjoy good in all his labor, in
which he labors under the sun, all the days
of his lifewhichGodhas givenhim; for this
is his portion.

19 Every man also to whom God has
given riches and wealth, and has given
him power to eat of it, and to take his
portion, and to rejoice in his labor—this is
the gift of God.

20 For he shall not often reflect on the
days of his life, because God occupies him
with the joy of his heart.

6
1 There is an evil which I have seen un-

der the sun, and it is heavy onmen:
2 a man to whom God gives riches,

wealth, and honor, so that he lacks nothing
for his soul of all that he desires, yet God
gives him no power to eat of it, but an
alien eats it. This is vanity, and it is an evil
disease.

3 If a man fathers a hundred children,
and lives many years, so that the days of
his years aremany, but his soul is not filled
with good, andmoreover he has no burial,
I say that a stillborn child is better than he;

4 for it comes in vanity, and departs in
darkness, and its name is covered with
darkness.

5 Moreover it has not seen the sun nor
known it. This has rest rather than the
other.

6 Yes, though he live a thousand years
twice told, and yet fails to enjoy good, don’t
all go to one place?

7 All the labor of man is for his mouth,
and yet the appetite is not filled.
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8 For what advantage has the wise more
than the fool? What has the poorman, that
knows how to walk before the living?

9 Better is the sight of the eyes than the
wandering of the desire. This also is vanity
and a chasing after wind.

10 Whatever has been, its name was
given long ago; and it is known what man
is; neither can he contendwith himwho is
mightier than he.

11 For there are many words that create
vanity. What does that profit man?

12 For who knows what is good for man
in life, all the days of his vain life which he
spends like a shadow? For who can tell a
manwhatwill be after himunder the sun?

7
1 A good name is better than fine per-

fume; and the day of death better than the
day of one’s birth.

2 It is better to go to the house of mourn-
ing than to go to the house of feasting; for
that is the end of all men, and the living
should take this to heart.

3 Sorrow is better than laughter; for by
the sadness of the face the heart is made
good.

4 The heart of the wise is in the house of
mourning; but the heart of fools is in the
house of mirth.

5 It isbetter tohear therebukeof thewise
than for aman to hear the song of fools.

6 For as the crackling of thorns under a
pot, so is the laughter of the fool. This also
is vanity.

7 Surely extortion makes the wise man
foolish; and a bribe destroys the under-
standing.

8 Better is the end of a thing than its
beginning.
The patient in spirit is better than the

proud in spirit.
9Don’t behasty in your spirit to beangry,

for anger rests in the bosom of fools.
10Don’t say, “Why were the former days

better than these?” For you do not ask
wisely about this.

11Wisdom is as good as an inheritance.
Yes, it is more excellent for those who see
the sun.

12 For wisdom is a defense, even as
money is a defense; but the excellency of
knowledge is that wisdom preserves the
life of himwho has it.

13 Consider the work of God, for who
canmake that straight which he has made
crooked?

14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, and
in the day of adversity consider; yes, God
has made the one side by side with the
other, to the end that man should not find
out anything after him.

15All this I have seen in my days of van-
ity: there is a righteous man who perishes
in his righteousness, and there is a wicked
manwho lives long in his evildoing.

16 Don’t be overly righteous, neither
make yourself overly wise. Why should
you destroy yourself?

17Don’t be toowicked, neitherbe foolish.
Why should you die before your time?

18 It is good that you should take hold of
this. Yes, also don’t withdraw your hand
from that; for he who fears God will come
out of them all.

19Wisdom is a strength to the wise man
more than ten rulers who are in a city.

20Surely there is not a righteousman on
earth who does good and doesn’t sin.

21 Also don’t take heed to all words that
are spoken, lest you hear your servant
curse you;

22 for often your own heart knows that
you yourself have likewise cursed others.

23 All this I have proved in wisdom. I
said, “I will be wise;” but it was far from
me.

24 That which is, is far off and exceed-
ingly deep. Who can find it out?

25 I turned around, and my heart sought
to know and to search out, and to seek
wisdom and the scheme of things, and
to know that wickedness is stupidity, and
that foolishness is madness.

26 I find more bitter than death the
woman whose heart is snares and traps,
whose hands are chains. Whoever pleases
God shall escape from her; but the sinner
will be ensnared by her.

27 “Behold, I have found this,” says the
Preacher, “to one another, to find an expla-
nation
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28 which my soul still seeks, but I have
not found. I have found one man among
a thousand, but I have not found awoman
among all those.

29 Behold, I have only found this: that
God made mankind upright; but they
search for many inventions.”

8
1 Who is like the wise man? And who

knows the interpretation of a thing? A
man’s wisdom makes his face shine, and
the hardness of his face is changed.

2 I say, “Keep the king’s command!” be-
cause of the oath to God.

3Don’t be hasty to go out of his presence.
Don’t persist in an evil thing, for he does
whatever pleases him,

4 for the king’s word is supreme. Who
can say to him, “What are you doing?”

5 Whoever keeps the commandment
shall not come to harm, and his wise heart
will know the time and procedure.

6 For there is a time and procedure for
every purpose, although the misery of
man is heavy on him.

7For he doesn’t know thatwhichwill be;
for who can tell him how it will be?

8 There is no man who has power over
the spirit to contain the spirit; neither
does he have power over the day of death.
There is no discharge in war; neither shall
wickedness deliver those who practice it.

9 All this I have seen, and applied my
mind to every work that is done under the
sun. There is a time in which one man has
power over another to his hurt.

10 So I saw the wicked buried. Indeed
they came also from holiness. They went
and were forgotten in the city where they
did this. This also is vanity.

11Because sentence against an evil work
is not executed speedily, therefore the
heart of the sons ofmen is fully set in them
to do evil.

12 Though a sinner commits crimes a
hundred times, and lives long, yet surely I
know that it will be better with those who
fear God, who are reverent before him.

13 But it shall not be well with the
wicked, neither shall he lengthen days like
a shadow, because he doesn’t fear God.

14 There is a vanity which is done on
the earth, that there are righteous men to
whom it happens according to the work of
thewicked. Again, therearewickedmento
whom it happens according to the work of
the righteous. I said that this also is vanity.

15 Then I commended mirth, because a
man has no better thing under the sun
than to eat, to drink, and to be joyful: for
thatwill accompanyhiminhis laborall the
days of his life which God has given him
under the sun.

16When I appliedmy heart to knowwis-
dom, and to see the business that is done
on theearth (even thougheyes seeno sleep
day or night),

17 then I saw all the work of God, that
man can’t find out the work that is done
under the sun, because however much a
man labors to seek it out, yet he won’t find
it. Yes even though a wise man thinks he
can comprehend it, hewon’t be able tofind
it.

9
1 For all this I laid to my heart, even to

explore all this: that the righteous, and
the wise, and their works, are in the hand
of God; whether it is love or hatred, man
doesn’t know it; all is before them.

2All things comealike to all. There is one
event to the righteous and to the wicked;
to the good, to the clean, to the unclean, to
himwhosacrifices, and tohimwhodoesn’t
sacrifice. As is the good, so is the sinner; he
who takes anoath, as hewho fears anoath.

3 This is an evil in all that is done under
the sun, that there is one event to all. Yes
also, the heart of the sons of men is full of
evil, and madness is in their heart while
they live, andafter that they go to thedead.

4 For to him who is joined with all the
living there is hope; for a living dog is
better than a dead lion.

5 For the living know that they will die,
but the dead don’t know anything, neither
do they have any more a reward; for their
memory is forgotten.

6 Also their love, their hatred, and their
envy has perished long ago; neither do
they any longer have a portion forever in
anything that is done under the sun.
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7Go your way—eat your bread with joy,
and drink your wine with a merry heart;
for God has already accepted your works.

8 Let your garments be always white,
and don’t let your head lack oil.

9 Live joyfully with the wife whom you
love all the days of your life of vanity,
which he has given you under the sun, all
your days of vanity, for that is your portion
in life, and in your labor in which you
labor under the sun.

10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do
it with your might; for there is no work,
nor plan, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in
Sheol,†where you are going.

11 I returned and saw under the sun that
the race is not to the swift, nor the battle
to the strong, neither yet bread to thewise,
nor yet riches to men of understanding,
nor yet favor to men of skill; but time and
chance happen to them all.

12Formanalsodoesn’t knowhis time. As
the fish that are taken in an evil net, and
as the birds that are caught in the snare,
even so are the sons of men snared in an
evil time, when it falls suddenly on them.

13 I have also seenwisdomunder the sun
in this way, and it seemed great to me.

14 There was a little city, and few men
within it; and a great king came against
it, besieged it, and built great bulwarks
against it.

15Now a poor wise man was found in it,
and he by his wisdom delivered the city;
yet no man remembered that same poor
man.

16 Then I said, “Wisdom is better than
strength.” Nevertheless the poor man’s
wisdom is despised, and his words are not
heard.

17 The words of the wise heard in quiet
are better than the cry of him who rules
among fools.

18 Wisdom is better than weapons of
war; but one sinner destroys much good.

10
1Dead flies cause the oil of the perfumer to

produce an evil odor;
so does a little folly outweigh wisdom
and honor.

2Awise man’s heart is at his right hand,
but a fool’s heart at his left.
3 Yes also when the fool walks by the

way, his understanding fails him, and he
says to everyone that he is a fool.

4 If the spirit of the ruler rises up
against you, don’t leave your place; for
gentleness lays great offenses to rest.

5 There is an evil which I have seen un-
der the sun, the sort of error which pro-
ceeds from the ruler.

6Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich
sit in a low place.

7 I have seen servants on horses, and
princeswalking like servants on the earth.

8He who digs a pit may fall into it; and
whoever breaks through a wall may be
bitten by a snake.

9Whoever carves out stones may be in-
jured by them. Whoever splits wood may
be endangered by it.

10 If the ax is blunt, and one doesn’t
sharpen the edge, then he must use more
strength; but skill brings success.

11 If the snake bites before it is charmed,
then is there no profit for the charmer’s
tongue.

12 The words of a wise man’s mouth are
gracious; but a fool is swallowed by his
own lips.

13 The beginning of the words of his
mouth is foolishness; and the end of his
talk is mischievous madness.

14A fool also multiplies words.
Mandoesn’t knowwhatwill be; and that

which will be after him, who can tell him?
15The labor of foolswearies every one of

them; for he doesn’t know how to go to the
city.
16 Woe to you, land, when your king is a

child,
and your princes eat in themorning!

17Happy are you, land, when your king is
the son of nobles,

and your princes eat in due season,
for strength, andnot for drunkenness!

18By slothfulness the roof sinks in;
and through idleness of the hands the
house leaks.

19A feast is made for laughter,
and winemakes the life glad;

† 9:10 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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andmoney is the answer for all things.
20 Don’t curse the king, no, not in your

thoughts;
and don’t curse the rich in your bed-
room,

for a bird of the sky may carry your
voice,

and that which has wings may tell the
matter.

11
1Cast your bread on the waters;
for you shall find it after many days.

2Give a portion to seven, yes, even to eight;
for youdon’t knowwhat evilwill beon
the earth.

3 If the clouds are full of rain, they empty
themselves on the earth;

and if a tree falls toward the south, or
toward the north,

in the place where the tree falls, there
shall it be.

4Hewho observes the wind won’t sow;
and he who regards the clouds won’t
reap.

5As you don’t knowwhat is the way of the
wind,

nor how the bones grow in the womb
of her who is with child;

even so you don’t know the work of
God who does all.

6 In themorning sow your seed,
and in the evening don’t withhold
your hand;

for you don’t know which will pros-
per, whether this or that,

or whether they both will be equally
good.

7Truly the light is sweet,
and it is a pleasant thing for the eyes to
see the sun.

8 Yes, if a man lives many years, let him
rejoice in them all;

but let him remember the days of
darkness, for they shall be many.

All that comes is vanity.
9Rejoice, youngman, in your youth,

and let your heart cheer you in the
days of your youth,

and walk in the ways of your heart,
and in the sight of your eyes;

but know that for all these things God
will bring you into judgment.

10 Therefore remove sorrow from your
heart,

and put away evil from your flesh;
for youth and the dawn of life are
vanity.

12
1 Remember also your Creator in the

days of your youth,
before the evil days come, and the
years draw near,

when youwill say, “I have no pleasure
in them;”

2 Before the sun, the light, the moon, and
the stars are darkened,

and the clouds return after the rain;
3 in the day when the keepers of the house

shall tremble,
and the strong men shall bow them-
selves,

and the grinders cease because they
are few,

and those who look out of the win-
dows are darkened,

4and the doors shall be shut in the street;
when the sound of the grinding is low,
and one shall rise up at the voice of a
bird,

and all the daughters ofmusic shall be
brought low;

5yes, they shall be afraid of heights,
and terrors will be on the way;
and the almond tree shall blossom,
and the grasshopper shall be a bur-
den,

and desire shall fail;
because man goes to his everlasting
home,

and themourners goabout the streets;
6before the silver cord is severed,

or the golden bowl is broken,
or the pitcher is broken at the spring,
or the wheel broken at the cistern,

7and thedust returns to the earth as itwas,
and the spirit returns to Godwho gave
it.

8 “Vanity of vanities,” says the
Preacher.

“All is vanity!”
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9 Further, because the Preacher was
wise, he still taught the people knowledge.
Yes, he pondered, sought out, and set in
order many proverbs.

10 The Preacher sought to find out ac-
ceptable words, and that which was writ-
ten blamelessly, words of truth.

11 The words of the wise are like goads;
and likenailswell fastenedarewords from
themasters of assemblies, which are given
from one shepherd.

12Furthermore,my son, be admonished:
ofmakingmanybooks there is no end; and
much study is a weariness of the flesh.

13 This is the end of the matter. All has
been heard. Fear God and keep his com-
mandments; for this is the whole duty of
man.

14 For God will bring every work into
judgment, with every hidden thing,
whether it is good, or whether it is evil.
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The Song of Solomon
1The Song of songs, which is Solomon’s.

Beloved
2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his

mouth;
for your love is better than wine.

3Your oils have a pleasing fragrance.
Your name is oil poured out,
therefore the virgins love you.

4Takeme awaywith you.
Let’s hurry.
The king has brought me into his
rooms.

Friends
Wewill be glad and rejoice in you.

We will praise your love more than
wine!

Beloved
They are right to love you.
5 I am dark, but lovely,

you daughters of Jerusalem,
like Kedar’s tents,
like Solomon’s curtains.

6Don’t stare at me because I am dark,
because the sun has scorchedme.

Mymother’s sons were angry withme.
They made me keeper of the vine-
yards.

I haven’t kept my own vineyard.
7Tell me, you whommy soul loves,

where you graze your flock,
where you rest them at noon;
for why should I be as one who is
veiled

beside the flocks of your companions?
Lover
8 If you don’t know, most beautiful among

women,
follow the tracks of the sheep.
Graze your young goats beside the
shepherds’ tents.

9 I have compared you, my love,
to a steed in Pharaoh’s chariots.

10Your cheeks are beautiful with earrings,
your neck with strings of jewels.

Friends
11Wewill make you earrings of gold,

with studs of silver.
Beloved
12While the king sat at his table,

my perfume spread its fragrance.
13My beloved is to me a sachet of myrrh,

that lies betweenmy breasts.
14My beloved is to me a cluster of henna

blossoms
from the vineyards of En Gedi.

Lover
15Behold,† you are beautiful, my love.

Behold, you are beautiful.
Your eyes are like doves.

Beloved
16 Behold, you are beautiful, my beloved,

yes, pleasant;
and our couch is verdant.

Lover
17The beams of our house are cedars.

Our rafters are firs.

2
Beloved
1 I am a rose of Sharon,

a lily of the valleys.
Lover
2As a lily among thorns,

so is my love among the daughters.
Beloved
3 As the apple tree among the trees of the

wood,
so is my beloved among the sons.

I sat down under his shadow with great
delight,

his fruit was sweet to my taste.
4He brought me to the banquet hall.

His banner over me is love.
5 Strengthenmewith raisins,

refreshmewith apples;
for I am faint with love.

6His left hand is under my head.
His right hand embraces me.

7 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,
by the roes, or by the hinds of the field,
that you not stir up, nor awaken love,
until it so desires.

8The voice of my beloved!
Behold, he comes,
leaping on themountains,
skipping on the hills.

9My beloved is like a roe or a young deer.
† 1:15 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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Behold, he stands behind our wall!
He looks in at the windows.

He glances through the lattice.

10My beloved spoke, and said to me,
“Rise up, my love, my beautiful one,
and come away.

11For behold, the winter is past.
The rain is over and gone.

12The flowers appear on the earth.
The time of the singing has come,
and the voice of the turtledove is
heard in our land.

13The fig tree ripens her green figs.
The vines are in blossom.
They give out their fragrance.

Arise, my love, my beautiful one,
and come away.”

Lover
14My dove in the clefts of the rock,

in the hiding places of the mountain-
side,

let me see your face.
Let me hear your voice;
for your voice is sweet and your face is
lovely.

15Catch for us the foxes,
the little foxes that plunder the vine-
yards;

for our vineyards are in blossom.
Beloved
16My beloved is mine, and I am his.

He browses among the lilies.
17 Until the day is cool, and the shadows

flee away,
turn, my beloved,
andbe likea roeorayoungdeeron the
mountains of Bether.

3
1By night onmy bed,
I sought himwhommy soul loves.
I sought him, but I didn’t find him.

2 I will get up now, and go about the city;
in the streets and in the squares I will
seek himwhommy soul loves.

I sought him, but I didn’t find him.
3 The watchmen who go about the city

foundme;
“Have you seen him whom my soul
loves?”

4 I had scarcely passed from them,

when I found him whom my soul
loves.

I held him, and would not let him go,
until I had brought him into my
mother’s house,

into the room of her who conceived
me.

5 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,
by the roes, or by the hinds of the field,
that you not stir up nor awaken love,
until it so desires.

6 Who is this who comes up from the
wilderness like pillars of smoke,

perfumed with myrrh and frankin-
cense,

with all spices of themerchant?
7Behold, it is Solomon’s carriage!

Sixty mighty men are around it,
of the mighty men of Israel.

8They all handle the sword, and are expert
in war.

Everyman has his sword on his thigh,
because of fear in the night.

9King Solomonmade himself a carriage
of the wood of Lebanon.

10Hemade its pillars of silver,
its bottom of gold, its seat of purple,
themiddle of it being pavedwith love,
from the daughters of Jerusalem.

11 Go out, you daughters of Zion, and see
King Solomon,

with the crownwithwhich hismother
has crowned him,

in the day of his weddings,
in the day of the gladness of his heart.

4
Lover

1Behold, you are beautiful, my love.
Behold, you are beautiful.

Your eyes are like doves behind your veil.
Your hair is as a flock of goats,
that descend fromMount Gilead.

2Your teeth are like a newly shorn flock,
which have come up from the wash-
ing,

where every one of them has twins.
None is bereaved among them.

3Your lips are like scarlet thread.
Yourmouth is lovely.
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Your temples are like a piece of a
pomegranate behind your veil.

4Yourneck is likeDavid’s towerbuilt foran
armory,

on which a thousand shields hang,
all the shields of themighty men.

5Your two breasts are like two fawns
that are twins of a roe,
which feed among the lilies.

6Until the day is cool, and the shadows flee
away,

I will go to themountain of myrrh,
to the hill of frankincense.

7You are all beautiful, my love.
There is no spot in you.

8Comewithme from Lebanon, my bride,
withme from Lebanon.
Look from the top of Amana,
from the top of Senir and Hermon,
from the lions’ dens,
from themountains of the leopards.

9 You have ravished my heart, my sister,
my bride.

You have ravished my heart with one
of your eyes,

with one chain of your neck.
10Howbeautiful is your love,my sister, my

bride!
How much better is your love than
wine,

the fragrance of your perfumes than
all kinds of spices!

11 Your lips, my bride, drip like the honey-
comb.

Honey and milk are under your
tongue.

The smell of your garments is like the
smell of Lebanon.

12 My sister, my bride, is a locked up gar-
den;

a locked up spring,
a sealed fountain.

13 Your shoots are an orchard of
pomegranates, with precious fruits,

henna with spikenard plants,
14 spikenard and saffron,
calamus and cinnamon, with every
kind of incense tree;

myrrh and aloes, with all the best
spices,

15a fountain of gardens,
a well of living waters,
flowing streams from Lebanon.

Beloved
16 Awake, north wind, and come, you

south!
Blowonmygarden, that its spicesmay
flow out.

Let my beloved come into his garden,
and taste his precious fruits.

5
Lover
1 I have come intomygarden,my sister,my

bride.
I have gathered my myrrh with my
spice;

I have eaten my honeycomb with my
honey;

I have drunkmywine withmymilk.
Friends
Eat, friends!

Drink, yes, drink abundantly, beloved.
Beloved
2 I was asleep, but my heart was awake.

It is the voice of my beloved who
knocks:

“Open to me, my sister, my love, my
dove, my undefiled;

for my head is filled with dew,
andmy hair with the dampness of the
night.”

3 I have taken off my robe. Indeed, must I
put it on?

I have washedmy feet. Indeed, must I
soil them?

4 My beloved thrust his hand in through
the latch opening.

My heart pounded for him.
5 I rose up to open for my beloved.

My hands dripped withmyrrh,
my fingers with liquidmyrrh,
on the handles of the lock.

6 I opened tomy beloved;
but my beloved left, and had gone
away.

My heart went out when he spoke.
I looked for him, but I didn’t find him.
I called him, but he didn’t answer.

7 The watchmen who go about the city
foundme.

They beat me.
They bruisedme.
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The keepers of thewalls tookmy cloak
away fromme.

8 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,
If you findmy beloved,
that you tell him that I am faint with
love.

Friends
9How is your beloved better than another

beloved,
you fairest among women?

How is your beloved better than another
beloved,

that you do so adjure us?
Beloved
10My beloved is white and ruddy.

The best among ten thousand.
11His head is like the purest gold.

His hair is bushy, black as a raven.
12His eyes are like doves beside the water

brooks,
washed with milk, mounted like jew-
els.

13His cheeks are like a bed of spices with
towers of perfumes.

His lips are like lilies, dropping liquid
myrrh.

14His hands are like rings of gold set with
beryl.

His body is like ivory work overlaid
with sapphires.

15His legs are like pillars of marble set on
sockets of fine gold.

His appearance is like Lebanon, excel-
lent as the cedars.

16His mouth is sweetness;
yes, he is altogether lovely.

This is my beloved, and this is my friend,
daughters of Jerusalem.

6
Friends
1Wherehas your beloved gone, you fairest

among women?
Where has your beloved turned, that
wemay seek himwith you?

Beloved
2My beloved has gone down to his garden,

to the beds of spices,
to pasturehis flock in the gardens, and
to gather lilies.

3 I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is
mine.

He browses among the lilies.

Lover
4You are beautiful, my love, as Tirzah,

lovely as Jerusalem,
awesome as an armywith banners.

5Turn away your eyes fromme,
for they have overcomeme.

Your hair is like a flock of goats,
that lie along the side of Gilead.

6Your teeth are like a flock of ewes,
which have come up from the wash-
ing,

of which every one has twins;
not one is bereaved among them.

7 Your temples are like a piece of a
pomegranate behind your veil.

8 There are sixty queens, eighty concu-
bines,

and virgins without number.
9My dove, my perfect one, is unique.

She is her mother’s only daughter.
She is the favorite one of herwho bore
her.

The daughters saw her, and called her
blessed.

The queens and the concubines saw
her, and they praised her.

10Whois shewho looksoutas themorning,
beautiful as themoon,
clear as the sun,
and awesome as an army with ban-
ners?

11 I went down into the nut tree grove,
to see the green plants of the valley,
to see whether the vine budded,
and the pomegranates were in flower.

12Without realizing it,
my desire set me with my royal peo-
ple’s chariots.

Friends
13Return, return, Shulammite!

Return, return, that we may gaze at
you.

Lover
Why do you desire to gaze at the Shulam-

mite,
as at the dance of Mahanaim?
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7
1How beautiful are your feet in sandals,

prince’s daughter!
Your rounded thighs are like jewels,
the work of the hands of a skillful
workman.

2Your body is like a round goblet,
nomixed wine is wanting.

Your waist is like a heap of wheat,
set about with lilies.

3Your two breasts are like two fawns,
that are twins of a roe.

4Your neck is like an ivory tower.
Your eyes are like the pools in Hesh-
bon by the gate of Bathrabbim.

Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon
which looks toward Damascus.

5Your head on you is like Carmel.
The hair of your head like purple.
The king is held captive in its tresses.

6Howbeautiful and howpleasant you are,
love, for delights!

7This, your stature, is like a palm tree,
your breasts like its fruit.

8 I said, “I will climb up into the palm tree.
I will take hold of its fruit.”

Let yourbreasts be like clusters of thevine,
the smell of your breath like apples.

9Yourmouth is like the best wine,
that goes down smoothly for my
beloved,

gliding through the lips of those who
are asleep.

Beloved
10 I ammy beloved’s.

His desire is towardme.
11 Come, my beloved! Let’s go out into the

field.
Let’s lodge in the villages.

12Let’s go early up to the vineyards.
Let’s seewhether the vinehasbudded,
its blossom is open,
and the pomegranates are in flower.
There I will give youmy love.

13Themandrakes produce fragrance.
At our doors are all kinds of precious
fruits, new and old,

which I have stored up for you, my
beloved.

8
1Oh that you were like my brother,
who nursed from the breasts of my
mother!

If I found you outside, I would kiss you;
yes, and no one would despise me.

2 I would lead you, bringing you into the
house of mymother,

who would instruct me.
I would have you drink spiced wine,

of the juice of my pomegranate.
3His left hand would be undermy head.

His right handwould embraceme.
4 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,

that you not stir up, nor awaken love,
until it so desires.

Friends
5 Who is this who comes up from the

wilderness,
leaning on her beloved?

Beloved
Under the apple tree I awakened you.

There yourmother conceived you.
There she was in labor and bore you.

6 Set me as a seal on your heart,
as a seal on your arm;
for love is strong as death.
Jealousy is as cruel as Sheol.†
Its flashes are flashes of fire,
a very flame of Yah.‡

7Manywaters can’t quench love,
neither can floods drown it.

If a man would give all the wealth of his
house for love,

he would be utterly scorned.
Brothers
8We have a little sister.

She has no breasts.
What shall we do for our sister

in the day when she is to be spoken
for?

9 If she is a wall,
we will build on her a turret of silver.

If she is a door,
we will enclose her with boards of
cedar.

Beloved
10 I am awall, andmy breasts like towers,

† 8:6Sheol is theplaceof thedead. ‡ 8:6“Yah” is a short formof “Yahweh”,which isGod’sproperName, sometimes
rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations.
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then I was in his eyes like one who
found peace.

11Solomon had a vineyard at Baal Hamon.
He leased out the vineyard to keepers.
Eachwas to bring a thousand shekels§
of silver for its fruit.

12My own vineyard is before me.
The thousand are for you, Solomon,
two hundred for those who tend its
fruit.

Lover
13 You who dwell in the gardens, with

friends in attendance,
let me hear your voice!

Beloved
14Come away, my beloved!

Be like a gazelle or a young stag on the
mountains of spices!

§ 8:11 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1000 shekels is about 10 kilograms or about 22 pounds.
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The Book of the Prophet
Isaiah

1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz,
which he saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
2Hear, heavens,

and listen, earth; for Yahweh†has spo-
ken:

“I havenourishedandbroughtupchildren
and they have rebelled against me.

3The ox knows his owner,
and the donkey his master’s crib;
but Israel doesn’t know.
My people don’t consider.”

4Ah sinful nation,
a people loaded with iniquity,
offspring‡ of evildoers,
children who deal corruptly!

They have forsaken Yahweh.
They have despised the Holy One of
Israel.

They are estranged and backward.
5Why should you be beatenmore,

that you revolt more andmore?
The whole head is sick,

and the whole heart faint.
6From the sole of the foot even to the head

there is no soundness in it,
but wounds, welts, and open sores.
They haven’t been closed, bandaged,
or soothed with oil.

7Your country is desolate.
Your cities are burned with fire.
Strangers devour your land in your
presence

and it is desolate,
as overthrown by strangers.

8 The daughter of Zion is left like a shelter
in a vineyard,

like a hut in a field of melons,
like a besieged city.

9Unless Yahweh of Armies had left to us a
very small remnant,

we would have been as Sodom.
Wewould have been like Gomorrah.

10 Hear Yahweh’s word, you rulers of
Sodom!

Listen to the law of our God,§ you
people of Gomorrah!

11 “What are the multitude of your sacri-
fices to me?”, says Yahweh.

“I have had enough of the burnt offer-
ings of rams

and the fat of fed animals.
I don’t delight in the blood of bulls,
or of lambs,
or of male goats.

12When you come to appear before me,
who has required this at your hand, to
trample my courts?

13Bring nomore vain offerings.
Incense is an abomination to me.
New moons, Sabbaths, and convoca-
tions—

I can’t stand evil assemblies.
14Mysoul hates yourNewMoons andyour

appointed feasts.
They are a burden tome.
I amweary of bearing them.

15When you spread out your hands, I will
hide my eyes from you.

Yes, when you make many prayers, I
will not hear.

Your hands are full of blood.
16Wash yourselves. Make yourself clean.

Put away the evil of your doings from
before my eyes.

Cease to do evil.
17Learn to do well.

Seek justice.
Relieve the oppressed.

Defend the fatherless.
Plead for the widow.”

18 “Come now, and let’s reason together,”
says Yahweh:

“Though your sins are as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow.

Though theyare red like crimson, they
shall be as wool.

19 If you are willing and obedient,
you will eat the good of the land;
20but if you refuse and rebel, you will
be devoured with the sword;

for Yahweh’s mouth has spoken it.”
† 1:2 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:4 or, seed
§ 1:10 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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21How the faithful city has become a pros-
titute!

She was full of justice.
Righteousness lodged in her,

but now there are murderers.
22Your silver has become dross,

your winemixed with water.
23Yourprinces are rebellious and compan-

ions of thieves.
Everyone loves bribes and follows af-
ter rewards.

They don’t defend the fatherless,
neither does the cause of the widow
come to them.

24Therefore the Lord,† Yahweh of Armies,
the Mighty One of Israel, says:

“Ah, I will get relief frommy adversaries,
and avengemyself onmy enemies.

25 I will turnmy hand on you,
thoroughly purge away your dross,
and will take away all your tin.‡

26 I will restore your judges as at the first,
and your counselors as at the begin-
ning.

Afterward you shall be called ‘The city of
righteousness,

a faithful town.’
27Zion shall be redeemedwith justice,

and her converts with righteousness.
28But the destruction of transgressors and

sinners shall be together,
and those who forsake Yahweh shall
be consumed.

29 For they shall be ashamed of the oaks
which you have desired,

and you shall be confounded for the
gardens that you have chosen.

30 For you shall be as an oak whose leaf
fades,

and as a garden that has no water.
31The strong will be like tinder,

and his work like a spark.
They will both burn together,

and no one will quench them.”

2
1This iswhat Isaiah the son of Amoz saw

concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2 It shall happen in the latter days, that the
mountain of Yahweh’s house shall
be established on the top of the
mountains,

and shall be raised above the hills;
and all nations shall flow to it.

3Many peoples shall go and say,
“Come, let’s go up to the mountain of
Yahweh,

to the house of the God of Jacob;
and he will teach us of his ways,
and wewill walk in his paths.”

For the law shall go out of Zion,
and Yahweh’s word from Jerusalem.

4Hewill judge between the nations,
andwill decide concerningmany peo-
ples.

They shall beat their swords into
plowshares,

and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation shall not lift up sword against na-

tion,
neither shall they learnwar anymore.

5Houseof Jacob, come, and let’swalk in the
light of Yahweh.

6 For you have forsaken your people, the
house of Jacob,

because they are filled from the east,
with those who practice divination
like the Philistines,

and theyclasphandswith thechildren
of foreigners.

7Their land is full of silver and gold,
neither is there any end of their trea-
sures.

Their land also is full of horses,
neither is there any end of their chari-
ots.

8Their land also is full of idols.
They worship the work of their own
hands,

that which their own fingers have
made.

9Man is brought low,
andmankind is humbled;
therefore don’t forgive them.

10Enter into the rock,
and hide in the dust,

from before the terror of Yahweh,
and from the glory of his majesty.

† 1:24Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 1:25 tin is ametal that is separated fromsilverduring the refining
and purification process.
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11 The lofty looks of man will be brought
low,

the arrogance of men will be bowed
down,

and Yahweh alone will be exalted in
that day.

12 For there will be a day of Yahweh of
Armies for all that is proud and ar-
rogant,

and for all that is lifted up,
and it shall be brought low—
13 for all the cedars of Lebanon, that
are high and lifted up,

for all the oaks of Bashan,
14 for all the highmountains,
for all the hills that are lifted up,
15 for every lofty tower,
for every fortified wall,
16 for all the ships of Tarshish,
and for all pleasant imagery.

17 The loftiness of man shall be bowed
down,

and the arrogance of men shall be
brought low;

and Yahweh alone shall be exalted in
that day.

18The idols shall utterly pass away.
19Men shall go into the caves of the rocks,

and into the holes of the earth,
from before the terror of Yahweh,
and from the glory of his majesty,
when he arises to shake the earth
mightily.

20 In that day, men shall cast away their
idols of silver

and their idols of gold,
whichhave beenmade for themselves
to worship,

to themoles and to the bats,
21 to go into the caverns of the rocks,
and into the clefts of the ragged rocks,
from before the terror of Yahweh,
and from the glory of his majesty,
when he arises to shake the earth
mightily.

22 Stop trusting in man, whose breath is in
his nostrils;

for of what account is he?

3
1For, behold,† the Lord, Yahweh of Armies,

takes away from Jerusalem and
from Judah supply and support,

the whole supply of bread,
and the whole supply of water;
2 the mighty man,
theman of war,
the judge,
the prophet,
the diviner,
the elder,
3 the captain of fifty,
the honorable man,
the counselor,
the skilled craftsman,
and the clever enchanter.

4 I will give boys to be their princes,
and children shall rule over them.

5The people will be oppressed,
everyone by another,
and everyone by his neighbor.

The child will behave himself proudly
against the old man,

and thewicked against the honorable.
6 Indeed a man shall take hold of his

brother in the house of his father,
saying,

“You have clothing, you be our ruler,
and let this ruin be under your hand.”

7 In that day he will cry out, saying, “I will
not be a healer;

for in my house is neither bread nor
clothing.

You shall not make me ruler of the
people.”

8 For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is
fallen;

because their tongue and their doings
are against Yahweh,

to provoke the eyes of his glory.
9 The look of their faces testify against

them.
They parade their sin like Sodom.
They don’t hide it.
Woe to their soul!
For they have brought disaster upon
themselves.

10Tell the righteous that itwill bewellwith
them,

for theywill eat the fruit of theirdeeds.
† 3:1 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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11Woe to the wicked!
Disaster is upon them,
for the deeds of their hands will be
paid back to them.

12As for my people, children are their op-
pressors,

and women rule over them.
My people, those who lead you cause
you to err,

and destroy the way of your paths.

13Yahweh stands up to contend,
and stands to judge the peoples.

14 Yahweh will enter into judgment with
the elders of his people

and their leaders:
“It is you who have eaten up the vine-
yard.

The plunder of the poor is in your
houses.

15 What do you mean that you crush
my people,

and grind the face of the poor?” says
the Lord, Yahweh of Armies.

16 Moreover Yahweh said, “Because the
daughters of Zion are arrogant,

andwalkwith outstretched necks and
flirting eyes,

walking daintily as they go,
jingling ornaments on their feet;

17 therefore the Lord brings sores on the
crown of the head of the women of
Zion,

and Yahweh will make their scalps
bald.”

18 In that day the Lordwill take away the
beauty of their anklets, the headbands, the
crescent necklaces,

19 the earrings, the bracelets, the veils,
20 the headdresses, the ankle chains,

the sashes, the perfume containers, the
charms,

21 the signet rings, the nose rings,
22 the fine robes, the capes, the cloaks,

the purses,
23 the hand mirrors, the fine linen gar-

ments, the tiaras, and the shawls.
24 It shall happen that instead of sweet

spices, there shall be rottenness;
instead of a belt, a rope;
instead of well set hair, baldness;

instead of a robe, a wearing of sack-
cloth;

and branding instead of beauty.
25Yourmen shall fall by the sword,

and yourmighty in the war.
26Her gates shall lament andmourn.

She shall be desolate and sit on the
ground.

4
1 Seven women shall take hold of one

man in that day, saying, “We will eat our
own bread, and wear our own clothing.
Just let us be called by your name. Take
away our reproach.”

2 In that day, Yahweh’s branch will be
beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the
land will be the beauty and glory of the
survivors of Israel.

3 Itwill happen that hewho is left in Zion
and he who remains in Jerusalem shall be
called holy, even everyone who is written
among the living in Jerusalem,

4when the Lord shall havewashed away
the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall
have purged the blood of Jerusalem from
within it, by the spirit of justice and by the
spirit of burning.

5 Yahweh will create over the whole
habitation of Mount Zion and over her
assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and
the shining of a flaming fire by night, for
over all the glory will be a canopy.

6 There will be a pavilion for a shade in
thedaytime from theheat, and for a refuge
and fora shelter fromstormand fromrain.

5
1Let me sing formywell beloved a song of

my beloved about his vineyard.
My beloved had a vineyard on a very
fruitful hill.

2He dug it up,
gathered out its stones,
planted it with the choicest vine,
built a tower in themiddle of it,
and also cut out a wine press in it.

He looked for it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.

3 “Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and men
of Judah,
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please judgebetweenmeandmyvine-
yard.

4What could have been done more to my
vineyard, that I have not done in it?

Why, when I looked for it to yield
grapes, did it yield wild grapes?

5 Now I will tell you what I will do to my
vineyard.

Iwill takeaway its hedge, and itwill be
eaten up.

I will break down its wall, and it will
be trampled down.

6 I will lay it a wasteland.
It won’t be pruned or hoed,
but it will grow briers and thorns.
I will also command the clouds that
they rain no rain on it.”

7 For the vineyard of Yahweh of Armies is
the house of Israel,

and the men of Judah his pleasant
plant.

He looked for justice, but behold, op-
pression,

for righteousness, but behold, a cry of
distress.

8Woe to those who join house to house,
who lay field to field, until there is no
room,

andyouaremade to dwell alone in the
middle of the land!

9 In my ears, Yahweh of Armies says:
“Surely many houses will be deso-
late,

even great and beautiful, unoccupied.
10For ten acres† of vineyard shall yield one

bath,‡
and a homer§ of seed shall yield an
ephah.”†

11 Woe to those who rise up early in
the morning, that they may follow
strong drink,

who stay late into the night, until wine
inflames them!

12 The harp, lyre, tambourine, and flute,
with wine, are at their feasts;

but they don’t respect thework of Yah-
weh,

neither have they considered the op-
eration of his hands.

13Thereforemypeoplego into captivity for
lack of knowledge.

Their honorable men are famished,
and theirmultitudes are parchedwith
thirst.

14Therefore Sheol‡ has enlarged its desire,
and opened its mouth without mea-
sure;

and their glory, their multitude, their
pomp, and he who rejoices among
them, descend into it.

15 Soman is brought low,
mankind is humbled,
and the eyes of the arrogant ones are
humbled;

16 but Yahweh of Armies is exalted in jus-
tice,

and God the Holy One is sanctified in
righteousness.

17 Then the lambs will graze as in their
pasture,

and strangers will eat the ruins of the
rich.

18 Woe to those who draw iniquity with
cords of falsehood,

and wickedness as with cart rope,
19 who say, “Let him make haste, let him

hasten his work, that wemay see it;
let the counsel of theHolyOneof Israel
draw near and come,

that wemay know it!”
20 Woe to those who call evil good, and

good evil;
who put darkness for light,
and light for darkness;

who put bitter for sweet,
and sweet for bitter!

21Woe to those who are wise in their own
eyes,

and prudent in their own sight!
22 Woe to those who are mighty to drink

wine,
and champions at mixing strong
drink;

23who acquit the guilty for a bribe,
† 5:10 literally, ten yokes, or the amount of land that ten yokes of oxen can plow in one day, which is about 10 acres
or 4 hectares. ‡ 5:10 1 bath is about 22 liters or 5.8 U. S. gallons § 5:10 1 homer is about 220 liters or 6 bushels
† 5:10 1 ephah is about 22 liters or 0.6 bushels or about 2 pecks—only one tenth of what was sown. ‡ 5:14 Sheol is
the place of the dead.
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but deny justice for the innocent!
24 Therefore as the tongue of fire devours

the stubble,
and as the dry grass sinks down in the
flame,

so their root shall be as rottenness,
and their blossom shall go up as dust,

because they have rejected the law of Yah-
weh of Armies,

anddespised theword of theHolyOne
of Israel.

25Therefore Yahweh’s anger burns against
his people,

and he has stretched out his hand
against them and has struck them.

Themountains tremble,
and their dead bodies are as refuse in
themiddle of the streets.

For all this, his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is still stretched out.

26 He will lift up a banner to the nations
from far away,

and he will whistle for them from the
end of the earth.

Behold, they will come speedily and
swiftly.

27 No one shall be weary nor stumble
among them;

no one shall slumber nor sleep,
neither shall the belt of their waist be
untied,

nor the strap of their sandals be bro-
ken,

28whose arrows are sharp,
and all their bows bent.

Their horses’ hoofs will be like flint,
and their wheels like a whirlwind.

29Their roaring will be like a lioness.
They will roar like young lions.

Yes, they shall roar,
and seize their prey and carry it off,
and there will be no one to deliver.

30 They will roar against them in that day
like the roaring of the sea.

If one looks to the land, behold, dark-
ness and distress.

The light is darkened in its clouds.

6
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw

theLord sitting ona throne, high and lifted
up; and his train filled the temple.

2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each
onehadsixwings. With twohecoveredhis
face. With two he covered his feet. With
two he flew.

3One called to another, and said,
“Holy, holy, holy, is Yahweh of Armies!

The whole earth is full of his glory!”
4 The foundations of the thresholds

shook at the voice of him who called, and
the house was filled with smoke.

5 Then I said, “Woe is me! For I am un-
done, because I am a man of unclean lips
and I live among a people of unclean lips,
formy eyes have seen the King, Yahweh of
Armies!”

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me,
having a live coal in his hand, which he
had takenwith the tongs from off the altar.

7He touchedmymouthwith it, and said,
“Behold, this has touched your lips; and
your iniquity is taken away, and your sin
forgiven.”

8 I heard theLord’s voice, saying, “Whom
shall I send, and whowill go for us?”
Then I said, “Here I am. Sendme!”
9He said, “Go, and tell this people,

‘You hear indeed,
but don’t understand.

You see indeed,
but don’t perceive.’

10Make the heart of this people fat.
Make their ears heavy, and shut their
eyes;

lest they see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,
and turn again, and be healed.”

11Then I said, “Lord, how long?”
He answered,

“Until cities are waste without inhabitant,
houses without man,
the land becomes utterly waste,
12 and Yahweh has removed men far
away,

and the forsaken places are many
within the land.

13 If there is a tenth left in it,
that also will in turn be consumed,

as a terebinth, and as an oak whose stump
remains when they are cut down,

so the holy seed is its stump.”
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7
1 In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham,

the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin
the king of Syria and Pekah the son of
Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to
Jerusalem to war against it, but could not
prevail against it.

2David’s house was told, “Syria is allied
with Ephraim.” His heart trembled, and
the heart of his people, as the trees of the
forest tremble with the wind.

3 Then Yahweh said to Isaiah, “Go out
now to meet Ahaz, you, and Shearjashub
your son, at the end of the conduit of the
upper pool, on the highway of the fuller’s
field.

4 Tell him, ‘Be careful, and keep calm.
Don’t be afraid, neither let your heart be
faint because of these two tails of smoking
torches, for the fierce anger of Rezin and
Syria, and of the son of Remaliah.

5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son
of Remaliah, have plotted evil against you,
saying,

6 “Let’s go up against Judah, and tear it
apart, and let’s divide it among ourselves,
and set up a king within it, even the son of
Tabeel.”

7 This is what the Lord Yahweh says: “It
shall not stand, neither shall it happen.”

8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, and
the head of Damascus is Rezin. Within
sixty-fiveyearsEphraimshall bebroken in
pieces, so that it shall not be a people.

9 The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and
the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s son. If
youwill not believe, surely you shall not be
established.’ ”

10Yahweh spoke again to Ahaz, saying,
11 “Ask a sign of Yahweh your God; ask it

either in the depth, or in the height above.”
12 But Ahaz said, “I won’t ask. I won’t

tempt Yahweh.”
13He said, “Listen now, house of David.

Is it not enough for you to try the patience
ofmen, that youwill try the patience ofmy
God also?

14 Therefore the Lord himself will give
you a sign. Behold, the virgin will con-
ceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.†

15 He shall eat butter and honey when
he knows to refuse the evil and choose the
good.

16 For before the child knows to refuse
the evil and choose the good, the land
whose two kings you abhor shall be for-
saken.

17 Yahweh will bring on you, on your
people, and on your father’s house days
that have not come, from the day that
Ephraim departed from Judah, even the
king of Assyria.

18 It will happen in that day that Yahweh
will whistle for the fly that is in the utter-
most part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the
bee that is in the land of Assyria.

19 They shall come, and shall all rest in
the desolate valleys, in the clefts of the
rocks, on all thorn hedges, and on all pas-
tures.

20 In that day the Lord will shave with a
razor that is hired in the parts beyond the
River, even with the king of Assyria, the
head and the hair of the feet; and it shall
also consume the beard.

21 It shall happen in that day that a man
shall keep alive a young cow, and two
sheep.

22 It shall happen, that because of the
abundance of milk which they shall give
he shall eat butter, for everyone will eat
butter and honey that is left within the
land.

23 It will happen in that day that every
place where there were a thousand vines
worth a thousand silver shekels,‡ will be
for briers and thorns.

24 People will go there with arrows and
with bow, because all the land will be
briers and thorns.

25 All the hills that were cultivated with
the hoe, you shall not come there for fear
of briers and thorns; but it shall be for the
sending out of oxen, and for sheep to tread
on.”

† 7:14 “Immanuel”means “God with us”. ‡ 7:23 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1000 shekels
is about 10 kilograms or 22 pounds. † 8:1 “Maher Shalal Hash Baz”means “quick to the plunder, swift to the prey”.
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8
1Yahweh said tome, “Take a large tablet,

and write on it with a man’s pen, ‘For
Maher Shalal Hash Baz’;†

2 and I will take for myself faithful wit-
nesses to testify: Uriah the priest, and
Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.”

3 I went to the prophetess, and she con-
ceived, and bore a son. Then Yahweh said
to me, “Call his name ‘Maher Shalal Hash
Baz.’

4 For before the child knows how to say,
‘My father’ and ‘My mother,’ the riches of
Damascus and the plunder of Samariawill
be carried away by the king of Assyria.”

5Yahweh spoke to me yet again, saying,
6 “Because this people has refused the

waters of Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice
in Rezin and Remaliah’s son;

7now therefore, behold, the Lord brings
upon them the mighty flood waters of the
River: the king of Assyria and all his glory.
Itwill comeupover all its channels, and go
over all its banks.

8 It will sweep onward into Judah. It will
overflow and pass through. It will reach
even to the neck. The stretching out of its
wings will fill the width of your land, O
Immanuel.

9 Make an uproar, you peoples, and be
broken in pieces! Listen, all you from far
countries: dress for battle, and be shat-
tered! Dress for battle, and be shattered!

10 Take counsel together, and it will be
brought to nothing; speak the word, and it
will not stand, for God is with us.”

11 For Yahweh spoke this to me with a
stronghand, and instructedmenot towalk
in the way of this people, saying,

12 “Don’t call a conspiracy all that this
people call a conspiracy. Don’t fear their
threats or be terrorized.

13 Yahweh of Armies is who you must
respect as holy. He is the one you must
fear. He is the one youmust dread.

14 He will be a sanctuary, but for both
houses of Israel, he will be a stumbling
stone and a rock that makes them fall. For
the people of Jerusalem, he will be a trap
and a snare.

15Manywill stumble over it, fall, be bro-
ken, be snared, and be captured.”

16 Wrap up the covenant. Seal the law
amongmy disciples.

17 I will wait for Yahweh, who hides his
face fromthehouseof Jacob, and Iwill look
for him.

18Behold, I and the children whom Yah-
weh has given me are for signs and for
wonders in Israel from Yahweh of Armies,
who dwells in Mount Zion.

19 When they tell you, “Consult with
those who have familiar spirits and with
the wizards, who chirp and who mutter,”
shouldn’t a people consult with their God?
Should they consult the dead on behalf of
the living?

20 Turn to the law and to the covenant!
If they don’t speak according to this word,
surely there is nomorning for them.

21 They will pass through it, very dis-
tressed and hungry. It will happen that
when they are hungry, they will worry,
and curse their king and their God. They
will turn their faces upward,

22 then look to the earth and see distress,
darkness, and the gloom of anguish. They
will be driven into thick darkness.

9
1 But there shall be no more gloom for

her who was in anguish. In the former
time, he brought into contempt the land
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali; but
in the latter time he has made it glorious,
by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the nations.

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.

The light has shined on those who
lived in the land of the shadow of
death.

3You havemultiplied the nation.
You have increased their joy.

They rejoice before you according to the
joy in harvest, as men rejoice when they
divide the plunder.

4For the yoke of his burden, and the staff
of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as in the day of Midian.

5 For all the armor of the armed man in
thenoisybattle, and the garments rolled in
blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire.
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6 For a child is born to us. A son is given
to us; and the government will be on his
shoulders. His name will be called Won-
derful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.

7Of the increase of his government and
of peace there shall be no end, on David’s
throne, and on his kingdom, to establish it,
and to uphold it with justice andwith righ-
teousness from that time on, even forever.
The zeal of Yahwehof Armieswill perform
this.

8The Lord sent a word into Jacob,
and it falls on Israel.

9All the people will know,
including Ephraim and the inhabi-
tants of Samaria, who say in pride
and in arrogance of heart,

10 “The bricks have fallen,
but we will build with cut stone.

The sycamore fig trees have been cut
down,

but we will put cedars in their place.”
11 Therefore Yahweh will set up on high

against him the adversaries of
Rezin,

and will stir up his enemies,
12The Syrians in front,
and the Philistines behind;
and they will devour Israel with open
mouth.

For all this, his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

13 Yet the people have not turned to him
who struck them,

neither have they sought Yahweh of
Armies.

14 Therefore Yahweh will cut off from Is-
rael head and tail,

palm branch and reed, in one day.
15 The elder and the honorable man is the

head,
and theprophetwho teaches lies is the
tail.

16For thosewho lead this people lead them
astray;

and those who are led by them are
destroyed.

17 Therefore the Lord will not rejoice over
their youngmen,

neither will he have compassion on
their fatherless and widows;

for everyone is profane and an evildoer,
and everymouth speaks folly.

For all this his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

18For wickedness burns like a fire.
It devours the briers and thorns;
yes, it kindles in the thickets of the
forest,

and they roll upward in a column of
smoke.

19 Through Yahweh of Armies’ wrath, the
land is burned up;

and the people are the fuel for the fire.
No one spares his brother.

20One will devour on the right hand, and
be hungry;

and he will eat on the left hand, and
they will not be satisfied.

Everyonewill eat the flesh of his own arm:
21 Manasseh eating Ephraim and
Ephraim eatingManasseh, and they
together will be against Judah.

For all this his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

10
1Woe to those who decree unrighteous

decrees, and to the writers who write op-
pressive decrees

2 to deprive the needy of justice, and to
rob the poor among my people of their
rights, that widows may be their plunder,
and that they may make the fatherless
their prey!

3 What will you do in the day of visita-
tion, and in thedesolationwhichwill come
fromafar? Towhomwill you flee for help?
Where will you leave your wealth?

4 They will only bow down under the
prisoners,

and will fall under the slain.
For all this his anger is not turned away,

but his hand is stretched out still.
5Alas Assyrian, the rod of my anger, the

staff in whose hand is my indignation!
6 I will send him against a profane na-

tion, and against the people who anger
me I will give him a command to take the
plunder and to take the prey, and to tread
them down like themire of the streets.
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7 However, he doesn’t mean so, neither
does his heart think so; but it is in his heart
to destroy, and to cut off not a few nations.

8 For he says, “Aren’t all of my princes
kings?

9 Isn’t Calno like Carchemish? Isn’t
Hamath like Arpad? Isn’t Samaria like
Damascus?”

10 As my hand has found the kingdoms
of the idols, whose engraved images ex-
ceeded those of Jerusalem and of Samaria,

11 shall I not, as I have done to Samaria
and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her
idols?

12 Therefore it will happen that when
the Lord has performed his whole work
on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will
punish the fruit of the willful proud heart
of the king of Assyria, and the insolence of
his arrogant looks.

13For he has said, “By the strength ofmy
hand I have done it, and by my wisdom,
for I have understanding. I have removed
the boundaries of the peoples, and have
robbed their treasures. Like a valiantman
I have brought down their rulers.

14 My hand has found the riches of the
peoples like a nest, and like one gathers
eggs that are abandoned, I have gathered
all the earth. Therewasnoonewhomoved
their wing, or that opened their mouth, or
chirped.”

15 Should an ax brag against him who
chops with it? Should a saw exalt itself
above him who saws with it? As if a rod
should lift thosewho lift it up, or as if a staff
should lift up someone who is not wood.

16 Therefore the Lord, Yahweh of
Armies, will send among his fat ones
leanness; and under his glory a burning
will be kindled like the burning of fire.

17The light of Israelwill be for a fire, and
his Holy One for a flame; and it will burn
anddevourhis thornsandhisbriers inone
day.

18Hewill consume the glory of his forest
andof his fruitful field, both soul andbody.
It will be aswhen a standard bearer faints.

19 The remnant of the trees of his forest
shall be few, so that a child could write
their number.

20 It will come to pass in that day that
the remnant of Israel, and those who have
escaped from the house of Jacob will no
more again lean on him who struck them,
but shall lean on Yahweh, the Holy One of
Israel, in truth.

21 A remnant will return, even the rem-
nant of Jacob, to themighty God.

22For thoughyourpeople, Israel, are like
the sandof the sea, only a remnant of them
will return. A destruction is determined,
overflowing with righteousness.

23 For the Lord, Yahweh of Armies, will
make a full end, and that determined,
throughout all the earth.

24 Therefore the Lord, Yahweh of
Armies, says, “My people who dwell in
Zion, don’t be afraid of the Assyrian,
though he strike you with the rod, and lift
up his staff against you, as Egypt did.

25 For yet a very little while, and the
indignation against you will be accom-
plished, and my anger will be directed to
his destruction.”

26 Yahweh of Armies will stir up a
scourge against him, as in the slaughter of
Midian at the rock of Oreb. His rod will be
over the sea, andhewill lift it up likehedid
against Egypt.

27 It will happen in that day that his
burden will depart from off your shoul-
der, and his yoke from off your neck, and
the yoke shall be destroyed because of the
anointing oil.

28He has come to Aiath. He has passed
through Migron. At Michmash he stores
his baggage.

29 They have gone over the pass. They
have taken up their lodging at Geba.
Ramah trembles. Gibeah of Saul has fled.

30 Cry aloud with your voice, daughter
of Gallim! Listen, Laishah! You poor
Anathoth!

31 Madmenah is a fugitive. The inhabi-
tants of Gebim flee for safety.

32 This very day he will halt at Nob. He
shakes his hand at the mountain of the
daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.

33 Behold, the Lord, Yahweh of Armies,
will lop the boughs with terror. The tall
will be cut down, and the lofty will be
brought low.
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34 He will cut down the thickets of the
forest with iron, and Lebanon will fall by
theMighty One.

11
1A shootwill come out of the stock of Jesse,

and a branch out of his roots will bear
fruit.

2Yahweh’s Spirit will rest on him:
the spirit of wisdom and understand-
ing,

the spirit of counsel andmight,
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of Yahweh.

3His delight will be in the fear of Yahweh.
He will not judge by the sight of his eyes,

neither decide by the hearing of his
ears;

4but hewill judge the poorwith righteous-
ness,

and decidewith equity for the humble
of the earth.

He will strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth;

and with the breath of his lips he will
kill the wicked.

5Righteousness will be the belt around his
waist,

and faithfulness the belt around his
waist.

6The wolf will live with the lamb,
and the leopardwill lie downwith the
young goat,

the calf, the young lion, and the fat-
tened calf together;

and a little child will lead them.
7The cow and the bear will graze.

Their young ones will lie down to-
gether.

The lion will eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child will play near a cobra’s

hole,
and theweanedchildwill puthis hand
on the viper’s den.

9 They will not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain;

for the earth will be full of the knowl-
edge of Yahweh,

as the waters cover the sea.
10 It will happen in that day that the na-

tionswill seek the root of Jesse, who stands

as a banner of the peoples; and his resting
place will be glorious.

11 It will happen in that day that the
Lord will set his hand again the second
time to recover the remnant that is left
of his people from Assyria, from Egypt,
from Pathros, from Cush, from Elam, from
Shinar, fromHamath, and from the islands
of the sea.

12Hewill set up abanner for thenations,
and will assemble the outcasts of Israel,
and gather together the dispersed of Judah
from the four corners of the earth.

13 The envy also of Ephraim will depart,
and those who persecute Judah will be cut
off. Ephraim won’t envy Judah, and Judah
won’t persecute Ephraim.

14 They will fly down on the shoulders
of the Philistines on the west. Together
they will plunder the children of the east.
They will extend their power over Edom
andMoab, and the childrenofAmmonwill
obey them.

15Yahwehwillutterlydestroy the tongue
of the Egyptian sea; andwith his scorching
wind hewill wave his hand over the River,
and will split it into seven streams, and
causemen tomarch over in sandals.

16 There will be a highway for the rem-
nant that is left of his people from Assyria,
like there was for Israel in the day that he
came up out of the land of Egypt.

12
1 In that day you will say, “I will give

thanks to you, Yahweh; for though you
were angry with me, your anger has
turned away and you comfort me.

2Behold, God ismy salvation. Iwill trust,
and will not be afraid; for Yah, Yahweh, is
my strength and song; and he has become
my salvation.”

3Thereforewith joy youwill drawwater
out of the wells of salvation.

4 In that day you will say, “Give thanks
to Yahweh! Call on his name! Declare his
doings among the peoples! Proclaim that
his name is exalted!

5 Sing to Yahweh, for he has done excel-
lent things! Let this be known in all the
earth!
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6Cry aloud and shout, you inhabitant of
Zion, for the Holy One of Israel is great
among you!”

13
1 The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah

the son of Amoz saw.
2 Set up a banner on the bare mountain!

Lift up your voice to them! Wave your
hand, that theymay go into the gates of the
nobles.

3 I have commanded my consecrated
ones; yes, I have calledmymightymen for
my anger, evenmy proudly exulting ones.

4Thenoise of amultitude is in themoun-
tains, as of a great people; the noise of
an uproar of the kingdoms of the nations
gathered together! Yahweh of Armies is
mustering the army for the battle.

5They come froma far country, from the
uttermost part of heaven, even Yahweh,
and the weapons of his indignation, to de-
stroy the whole land.

6 Wail, for Yahweh’s day is at hand!
It will come as destruction from the
Almighty.

7 Therefore all hands will be feeble, and
everyone’s heart will melt.

8 They will be dismayed. Pangs and
sorrows will seize them. They will be in
pain like a woman in labor. They will look
in amazement one at another. Their faces
will be faces of flame.

9 Behold, the day of Yahweh comes,
cruel, with wrath and fierce anger; to
make the land a desolation, and to destroy
its sinners out of it.

10For the stars of the sky and its constel-
lations will not give their light. The sun
will be darkened in its going out, and the
moonwill not cause its light to shine.

11 I will punish the world for their evil,
and the wicked for their iniquity. I will
cause the arrogance of the proud to cease,
andwill humble the arrogance of the terri-
ble.

12 I willmake peoplemore rare than fine
gold, even a person than the pure gold of
Ophir.

13 Therefore I will make the heavens
tremble, and the earth will be shaken out

of its place in Yahweh of Armies’ wrath,
and in the day of his fierce anger.

14 It will happen that like a hunted
gazelle and like sheep that no one gathers,
they will each turn to their own people,
and will each flee to their own land.

15 Everyone who is found will be thrust
through. Everyone who is captured will
fall by the sword.

16 Their infants also will be dashed in
pieces before their eyes. Their houses will
be ransacked, and their wives raped.

17Behold, Iwill stir up theMedes against
them, who will not value silver, and as for
gold, they will not delight in it.

18Their bowswill dash the youngmen in
pieces; and they shall have no pity on the
fruit of thewomb. Their eyeswill not spare
children.

19 Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the
beauty of the Chaldeans’ pride, will be like
when God overthrew Sodom and Gomor-
rah.

20 It will never be inhabited, neither will
it be lived in from generation to gener-
ation. The Arabian will not pitch a tent
there, neither will shepherds make their
flocks lie down there.

21 But wild animals of the desert will
lie there, and their houses will be full of
jackals. Ostriches will dwell there, and
wild goats will frolic there.

22Hyenaswill cry in their fortresses, and
jackals in the pleasant palaces. Her time
is near to come, and her days will not be
prolonged.

14
1 For Yahweh will have compassion on

Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set
them in their own land. The foreigner will
join himself with them, and theywill unite
with the house of Jacob.

2 The peoples will take them, and bring
them to their place. The house of Israel
will possess them in Yahweh’s land for ser-
vants and forhandmaids. Theywill take as
captives those whose captives they were;
and they shall rule over their oppressors.

3 It will happen in the day that Yahweh
will give you rest from your sorrow, from
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your trouble, and from the hard service in
which you weremade to serve,

4 that you will take up this parable
against the king of Babylon, and say, “How
the oppressor has ceased! The golden city
has ceased!”

5 Yahweh has broken the staff of the
wicked, the scepter of the rulers,

6 who struck the peoples in wrath with
a continual stroke, who ruled the nations
in anger, with a persecution that no one
restrained.

7The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet.
They break out in song.

8 Yes, the cypress trees rejoice with you,
with the cedars of Lebanon, saying, “Since
you are humbled, no lumberjack has come
up against us.”

9Sheol† frombeneathhasmoved for you
to meet you at your coming. It stirs up the
departed spirits for you, even all the rulers
of the earth. It has raised up from their
thrones all the kings of the nations.

10 They all will answer and ask you,
“Have you also become asweak aswe are?
Have you become like us?”

11Your pomp is brought down to Sheol,‡
with the sound of your stringed instru-
ments. Maggots are spread out under you,
and worms cover you.

12 How you have fallen from heaven,
shining one, son of the dawn! How you
are cut down to the ground, who laid the
nations low!

13 You said in your heart, “I will ascend
into heaven! I will exalt my throne above
the stars of God! I will sit on the mountain
of assembly, in the far north!

14 I will ascend above the heights of the
clouds! I will make myself like the Most
High!”

15 Yet you shall be brought down to
Sheol,§ to the depths of the pit.

16 Those who see you will stare at you.
They will ponder you, saying, “Is this the
man who made the earth to tremble, who
shook kingdoms,

17whomade theworld like awilderness,
andoverthrew its cities,whodidn’t release

his prisoners to their home?”
18 All the kings of the nations sleep in

glory, everyone in his own house.
19But you are cast away from your tomb

like an abominable branch, clothed with
the slain who are thrust through with the
sword, who go down to the stones of the
pit; like a dead body trodden under foot.

20 You will not join them in burial, be-
cause you have destroyed your land. You
have killed your people. The offspring of
evildoers will not be named forever.

21 Prepare for slaughter of his children
because of the iniquity of their fathers,
that they not rise up and possess the earth,
and fill the surface of theworldwith cities.

22 “I will rise up against them,” says Yah-
weh of Armies, “and cut off from Baby-
lon name and remnant, and son and son’s
son,” says Yahweh.

23 “I will also make it a possession for
the porcupine, and pools of water. I will
sweep it with the broom of destruction,”
says Yahweh of Armies.

24 Yahweh of Armies has sworn, saying,
“Surely, as I have thought, so shall it hap-
pen; and as I have purposed, so shall it
stand:

25 that I will break the Assyrian in my
land, and tread him under foot on my
mountains. Then his yoke will leave them,
and his burden leave their shoulders.

26 This is the plan that is determined for
the whole earth. This is the hand that is
stretched out over all the nations.

27 For Yahweh of Armies has planned,
and who can stop it? His hand is stretched
out, and who can turn it back?”

28This burden was in the year that King
Ahaz died.

29 Don’t rejoice, O Philistia, all of you,
because the rod that struck you is broken;
for out of the serpent’s root an adder will
emerge, and his fruit will be a fiery flying
serpent.

30 The firstborn of the poor will eat, and
the needy will lie down in safety; and I
will kill your root with famine, and your
remnant will be killed.

† 14:9 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 14:11 Sheol is the place of the dead. § 14:15 Sheol is the place of the
dead.
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31Howl, gate! Cry, city! You are melted
away, Philistia, all of you; for smoke comes
outof thenorth, and there isno straggler in
his ranks.

32Whatwill theyanswer themessengers
of the nation? That Yahweh has founded
Zion, and in her the afflicted of his people
will take refuge.

15
1The burden of Moab.
For in a night, Ar of Moab is laid waste,

and brought to nothing. For in a night
Kir of Moab is laid waste, and brought to
nothing.

2 They have gone up to Bayith, and to
Dibon, to the high places, to weep. Moab
wails over Nebo and over Medeba. Bald-
ness is on all of their heads. Every beard is
cut off.

3 In their streets, they clothe themselves
in sackcloth. In their streets and on their
housetops, everyonewails, weeping abun-
dantly.

4Heshbon cries out with Elealeh. Their
voice is heard even to Jahaz. Therefore the
armedmen ofMoab cry aloud. Their souls
tremble within them.

5My heart cries out for Moab! Her no-
bles flee to Zoar, to Eglath Shelishiyah; for
they go up by the ascent of Luhith with
weeping; for on theway toHoronaim, they
raise up a cry of destruction.

6 For the waters of Nimrim will be deso-
late; for the grass has withered away, the
tender grass fails, there is no green thing.

7 Therefore they will carry away the
abundance they have gotten, and that
which they have stored up, over the brook
of the willows.

8 For the cry has gone around the bor-
ders of Moab, its wailing to Eglaim, and its
wailing to Beer Elim.

9 For the waters of Dimon are full of
blood; for I will bring yet more on Dimon,
a lionon thoseofMoabwhoescape, andon
the remnant of the land.

16
1 Send the lambs for the ruler of the

land from Selah to the wilderness, to the
mountain of the daughter of Zion.

2 For it will be that as wandering birds,
as a scattered nest, sowill the daughters of
Moab be at the fords of the Arnon.

3 Give counsel! Execute justice! Make
your shade like the night in the middle of
the noonday! Hide the outcasts! Don’t
betray the fugitive!

4 Let my outcasts dwell with you! As for
Moab, be a hiding place for him from the
face of the destroyer. For the extortionist
is brought to nothing. Destruction ceases.
The oppressors are consumed out of the
land.

5 A throne will be established in loving
kindness. One will sit on it in truth, in the
tent of David, judging, seeking justice, and
swift to do righteousness.

6 We have heard of the pride of Moab,
that he is very proud; even of his arro-
gance, his pride, and his wrath. His boast-
ings are nothing.

7 Therefore Moab will wail for Moab.
Everyone will wail. You will mourn for
the raisin cakes of Kir Hareseth, utterly
stricken.

8 For the fields of Heshbon languish
with the vine of Sibmah. The lords of
the nations have broken down its choice
branches, which reached even to Jazer,
which wandered into the wilderness. Its
shoots were spread abroad. They passed
over the sea.

9Therefore Iwill weepwith theweeping
of Jazer for the vine of Sibmah. Iwillwater
you with my tears, Heshbon, and Elealeh:
for on your summer fruits and on your
harvest the battle shout has fallen.

10 Gladness is taken away, and joy out
of the fruitful field; and in the vineyards
there will be no singing, neither joyful
noise. Nobody will tread out wine in the
presses. I havemade the shouting stop.

11Thereforemyheart sounds like a harp
for Moab, and my inward parts for Kir
Heres.

12 It will happen that when Moab
presents himself, whenhewearies himself
on the high place, and comes to his
sanctuary to pray, that he will not prevail.

13 This is the word that Yahweh spoke
concerningMoab in time past.
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14 But now Yahweh has spoken, saying,
“Within three years, as a worker bound by
contract would count them, the glory of
Moab shall be brought into contempt, with
all his great multitude; and the remnant
will be very small and feeble.”

17
1The burden of Damascus.
“Behold, Damascus is taken away from

being a city, and it will be a ruinous heap.
2 The cities of Aroer are forsaken. They

will be forflocks,which shall lie down, and
no one shall make them afraid.

3The fortress shall cease from Ephraim,
and the kingdom from Damascus, and the
remnant of Syria. Theywill be as the glory
of the children of Israel,” says Yahweh of
Armies.

4“Itwill happen in that day that the glory
of Jacob will be made thin, and the fatness
of his flesh will become lean.

5 It will be like when the harvester gath-
ers thewheat, and his arm reaps the grain.
Yes, it will be likewhen one gleans grain in
the valley of Rephaim.

6Yet gleanings will be left there, like the
shaking of anolive tree, twoor three olives
in the top of the uppermost bough, four or
five in the outermost branches of a fruitful
tree,” says Yahweh, the God of Israel.

7 In that day, people will look to their
Maker, and their eyes will have respect for
the Holy One of Israel.

8 They will not look to the altars, the
work of their hands; neither shall they re-
spect that which their fingers have made,
either the Asherah poles or the incense
altars.

9 In that day, their strong cities will be
like the forsaken places in the woods and
on themountain top, whichwere forsaken
from before the children of Israel; and it
will be a desolation.

10 For you have forgotten the God of
your salvation, and have not remembered
the rock of your strength. Therefore you
plant pleasant plants, and set out foreign
seedlings.

11 In the day of your planting, you hedge
it in. In the morning, you make your seed

blossom, but the harvest flees away in the
day of grief and of desperate sorrow.

12 Ah, the uproar of many peoples who
roar like the roaring of the seas; and the
rushing of nations that rush like the rush-
ing of mighty waters!

13 The nations will rush like the rushing
of many waters, but he will rebuke them,
and theywill flee faroff, andwill be chased
like the chaff of the mountains before the
wind, and like thewhirling dust before the
storm.

14At evening, behold, terror! Before the
morning, they are no more. This is the
portion of those who plunder us, and the
lot of those who rob us.

18
1 Ah, the land of the rustling of wings,

which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia;
2 that sends ambassadors by the sea,

even in vessels of papyrus on the waters,
saying, “Go, you swift messengers, to a na-
tion tall and smooth, to a people awesome
from their beginning onward, a nation
thatmeasures out and treadsdown,whose
land the rivers divide!”

3 All you inhabitants of the world, and
you dwellers on the earth, when a banner
is lifted up on the mountains, look! When
the trumpet is blown, listen!

4 For Yahweh said to me, “I will be still,
and I will see in my dwelling place, like
clear heat in sunshine, like a cloud of dew
in the heat of harvest.”

5 For before the harvest, when the blos-
som is over, and the flower becomes a
ripening grape, he will cut off the sprigs
with pruning hooks, and he will cut down
and take away the spreading branches.

6 They will be left together for the
ravenous birds of the mountains, and for
the animals of the earth. The ravenous
birds will eat them in the summer, and all
the animals of the earth will eat them in
the winter.

7 In that time, a present will be brought
to Yahweh of Armies from a people tall
and smooth, even from a people awesome
from their beginning onward, a nation
thatmeasures out and treadsdown,whose
land the rivers divide, to the place of the
name of Yahweh of Armies, Mount Zion.
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19
1The burden of Egypt.
“Behold, Yahweh rides on a swift cloud,

and comes to Egypt. The idols of Egyptwill
tremble at his presence; and the heart of
Egypt will melt within it.

2 I will stir up the Egyptians against the
Egyptians, and they will fight everyone
against his brother, and everyone against
his neighbor; city against city, and king-
dom against kingdom.

3 The spirit of the Egyptians will fail
within them. I will destroy their counsel.
They will seek the idols, the charmers,
those who have familiar spirits, and the
wizards.

4 I will give over the Egyptians into the
hand of a cruel lord. A fierce king will
rule over them,” says the Lord, Yahweh of
Armies.

5 The waters will fail from the sea, and
the river will be wasted and become dry.

6 The rivers will become foul. The
streams of Egypt will be diminished and
dried up. The reeds and flags will wither
away.

7 The meadows by the Nile, by the brink
of the Nile, and all the sown fields of the
Nile, will become dry, be driven away, and
be nomore.

8 The fishermen will lament, and all
those who fish in the Nile will mourn, and
those who spread nets on the waters will
languish.

9 Moreover those who work in combed
flax, and thosewhoweavewhite cloth,will
be confounded.

10Thepillarswill bebroken inpieces. All
those who work for hire will be grieved in
soul.

11Theprinces of Zoanareutterly foolish.
The counsel of the wisest counselors of
Pharaoh has become stupid. How do you
say to Pharaoh, “I am the son of the wise,
the son of ancient kings”?

12 Where then are your wise men? Let
them tell you now; and let them know
what Yahweh of Armies has purposed con-
cerning Egypt.

13 The princes of Zoan have become
fools. The princes of Memphis are de-
ceived. They have caused Egypt to go

astray, those who are the cornerstone of
her tribes.

14Yahwehhasmixeda spirit of perverse-
ness in the middle of her; and they have
causedEgypt to go astray in all of itsworks,
like a drunkenman staggers in his vomit.

15 Neither shall there be any work for
Egypt, which head or tail, palm branch or
rush, may do.

16 In that day the Egyptians will be like
women. They will tremble and fear be-
cause of the shaking of YahwehofArmies’s
hand, which he shakes over them.

17The land of Judahwill become a terror
to Egypt. Everyone to whom mention is
made of it will be afraid, because of the
plans of Yahweh of Armies, which he de-
termines against it.

18 In that day, there will be five cities
in the land of Egypt that speak the lan-
guage of Canaan, and swear to Yahweh of
Armies. One will be called “The city of
destruction.”

19 In that day, there will be an altar to
Yahweh in themiddle of the land of Egypt,
and a pillar to Yahweh at its border.

20 It will be for a sign and for a witness
to Yahweh of Armies in the land of Egypt;
for they will cry to Yahweh because of
oppressors, and hewill send thema savior
and a defender, and he will deliver them.

21 Yahweh will be known to Egypt, and
the Egyptians will know Yahweh in that
day. Yes, they will worship with sacrifice
and offering, and will vow a vow to Yah-
weh, and will perform it.

22Yahwehwill strike Egypt, striking and
healing. They will return to Yahweh, and
hewill be entreated by them, andwill heal
them.

23 In that day therewill be a highway out
of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall
come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into
Assyria; and the Egyptians will worship
with the Assyrians.

24 In that day, Israelwill be the thirdwith
Egypt and with Assyria, a blessing within
the earth;

25becauseYahwehofArmieshasblessed
them, saying, “Blessed be Egyptmypeople,
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Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel
my inheritance.”

20
1 In the year that Tartan came toAshdod,

when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him,
and he fought against Ashdod and took it;

2 at that time Yahweh spoke by Isaiah
the son of Amoz, saying, “Go, and loosen
the sackcloth fromoff yourwaist, and take
your sandals fromoffyour feet.” Hedid so,
walking naked and barefoot.

3Yahweh said, “Asmy servant Isaiah has
walkednaked andbarefoot three years for
a sign and awonder concerning Egypt and
concerning Ethiopia,

4so thekingofAssyriawill leadaway the
captivesofEgyptand theexilesofEthiopia,
young and old, naked and barefoot, and
with buttocks uncovered, to the shame of
Egypt.

5 They will be dismayed and con-
founded, because of Ethiopia their expec-
tation, and of Egypt their glory.

6 The inhabitants of this coast land will
say in that day, ‘Behold, this is our expecta-
tion,wherewefled for help to bedelivered
from the king of Assyria. Andwe, howwill
we escape?’ ”

21
1Theburdenof thewildernessof the sea.
As whirlwinds in the South sweep

through, it comes from the wilderness,
from an awesome land.

2Agrievous vision is declared tome. The
treacherous man deals treacherously, and
the destroyer destroys. Go up, Elam; at-
tack! I have stopped all of Media’s sighing.

3Therefore my thighs are filled with an-
guish. Pains have seizedme, like the pains
of a woman in labor. I am in so much pain
that I can’t hear. I am so dismayed that I
can’t see.

4 My heart flutters. Horror has fright-
ened me. The twilight that I desired has
been turned into trembling for me.

5 They prepare the table. They set the
watch. They eat. They drink. Rise up, you
princes, oil the shield!

6 For the Lord said to me, “Go, set a
watchman. Let him declare what he sees.

7 When he sees a troop, horsemen in
pairs, a troopofdonkeys, a troopof camels,
he shall listen diligently with great atten-
tiveness.”

8He cried like a lion: “Lord, I stand con-
tinually on thewatchtower in the daytime,
and every night I stay at my post.

9 Behold, here comes a troop of men,
horsemen in pairs.” He answered, “Fallen,
fallen is Babylon; and all the engraved im-
ages of her gods are broken to the ground.

10You aremy threshing, and the grain of
my floor!” That which I have heard from
Yahwehof Armies, theGod of Israel, I have
declared to you.

11The burden of Dumah.
One calls to me out of Seir, “Watchman,

what of the night? Watchman, what of the
night?”

12 The watchman said, “The morning
comes, and also the night. If you will
inquire, inquire. Come back again.”

13The burden on Arabia.
You will lodge in the thickets in Arabia,

you caravans of Dedanites.
14 They brought water to him who was

thirsty. The inhabitants of the land of
Temamet the fugitives with their bread.

15 For they fled away from the swords,
from the drawn sword, from the bent bow,
and from the heat of battle.

16 For the Lord said to me, “Within a
year, as aworker bound by contract would
count it, all the glory of Kedar will fail,

17 and the residue of the number of the
archers, the mighty men of the children of
Kedar, will be few; for Yahweh, the God of
Israel, has spoken it.”

22
1The burden of the valley of vision.
What ails you now, that you have all

gone up to the housetops?
2 You that are full of shouting, a tumul-

tuous city, a joyous town, your slainarenot
slainwith the sword, neither are theydead
in battle.

3 All your rulers fled away together.
They were bound by the archers. All who
were found by you were bound together.
They fled far away.
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4 Therefore I said, “Look away from me.
I will weep bitterly. Don’t labor to comfort
me for the destruction of the daughter of
my people.

5 For it is a day of confusion, and of
treading down, and of perplexity from the
Lord, Yahweh of Armies, in the valley of
vision, a breaking down of the walls, and
a crying to themountains.”

6 Elam carried his quiver, with chariots
of men and horsemen; and Kir uncovered
the shield.

7Your choicest valleys were full of char-
iots, and the horsemen set themselves in
array at the gate.

8 He took away the covering of Judah;
and you looked in that day to the armor in
the house of the forest.

9 You saw the breaches of David’s city,
that they were many; and you gathered
together the waters of the lower pool.

10 You counted the houses of Jerusalem,
and you broke down the houses to fortify
the wall.

11Youalsomadea reservoir between the
twowalls for thewater of the old pool. But
you didn’t look to him who had done this,
neither did you have respect for him who
planned it long ago.

12 In that day, the Lord, Yahweh of
Armies, called to weeping, tomourning, to
baldness, and to dressing in sackcloth;

13 and behold, there is joy and gladness,
killing cattle andkilling sheep, eatingmeat
and drinking wine: “Let’s eat and drink,
for tomorrowwewill die.”

14Yahweh of Armies revealed himself in
my ears, “Surely this iniquity will not be
forgiven you until you die,” says the Lord,
Yahweh of Armies.

15 The Lord, Yahweh of Armies says,
“Go, get yourself to this treasurer, even to
Shebna, who is over the house, and say,

16 ‘What are you doing here? Who has
you here, that you have dug out a tomb
here?’ Cutting himself out a tomb on high,
chiseling a habitation for himself in the
rock!”

17 Behold, Yahweh will overcome you
and hurl you away violently. Yes, he will
grasp you firmly.

18 He will surely wind you around and
around, and throw you like a ball into a
large country. There you will die, and
there the chariots of your glorywill be, you
disgrace of your lord’s house.

19 I will thrust you from your office. You
will be pulled down from your station.

20 Itwill happen in that day that Iwill call
my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah,

21 and I will clothe him with your robe,
and strengthen him with your belt. I will
commit your government into his hand;
and he will be a father to the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah.

22 I will lay the key of David’s house on
his shoulder. Hewill open, and no onewill
shut. He will shut, and no one will open.

23 I will fasten him like a nail in a sure
place. Hewill be for a throne of glory to his
father’s house.

24 They will hang on him all the glory
of his father’s house, the offspring and the
issue, every small vessel, from the cups
even to all the pitchers.

25 “In that day,” says Yahweh of Armies,
“the nail that was fastened in a sure place
will give way. It will be cut down and fall.
Theburden thatwason itwill be cutoff, for
Yahweh has spoken it.”

23
1The burden of Tyre.
Howl, you ships of Tarshish! For it is

laid waste, so that there is no house, no
entering in. From the land of Kittim it is
revealed to them.

2 Be still, you inhabitants of the coast,
you whom the merchants of Sidon that
pass over the sea have replenished.

3On great waters, the seed of the Shihor,
the harvest of the Nile, was her revenue.
She was themarket of nations.

4 Be ashamed, Sidon; for the sea has
spoken, the strongholdof the sea, saying, “I
havenot travailed, nor givenbirth, neither
have I nourished young men, nor brought
up virgins.”

5When the report comes to Egypt, they
will be in anguish at the report of Tyre.

6Pass over to Tarshish! Wail, you inhab-
itants of the coast!
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7 Is this your joyous city, whose antiquity
is of ancient days, whose feet carried her
far away to travel?

8 Who has planned this against Tyre,
the giver of crowns, whose merchants are
princes, whose traders are the honorable
of the earth?

9 Yahweh of Armies has planned it, to
stain the pride of all glory, to bring into
contempt all the honorable of the earth.

10 Pass through your land like the Nile,
daughter of Tarshish. There is no restraint
anymore.

11Hehas stretched out his hand over the
sea. He has shaken the kingdoms. Yahweh
has ordered the destruction of Canaan’s
strongholds.

12 He said, “You shall rejoice no more,
you oppressed virgin daughter of Sidon.
Arise, pass over to Kittim. Even there you
will have no rest.”

13Behold, the landof theChaldeans. This
people didn’t exist. TheAssyrians founded
it for those who dwell in the wilderness.
They set up their towers. They overthrew
its palaces. Theymade it a ruin.

14Howl, you ships of Tarshish, for your
stronghold is laid waste!

15 It will come to pass in that day that
Tyre will be forgotten seventy years, ac-
cording to the days of one king. After the
end of seventy years it will be to Tyre like
in the song of the prostitute.

16 Take a harp; go about the city, you
prostitute that has been forgotten. Make
sweet melody. Sing many songs, that you
may be remembered.

17 It will happen after the end of seventy
years that Yahweh will visit Tyre. She will
return toherwages, andwill play thepros-
titutewithall thekingdomsof theworldon
the surface of the earth.

18Her merchandise and her wages will
be holiness to Yahweh. It will not be trea-
surednor laidup; forhermerchandisewill
be for those who dwell before Yahweh, to
eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing.

24
1 Behold, Yahweh makes the earth

empty, makes it waste, turns it upside
down, and scatters its inhabitants.

2 It will be as with the people, so with
the priest; as with the servant, so with his
master; as with the maid, so with her mis-
tress; as with the buyer, so with the seller;
as with the creditor, so with the debtor; as
with the taker of interest, so with the giver
of interest.

3 The earth will be utterly emptied and
utterly laid waste; for Yahweh has spoken
this word.

4The earthmourns and fades away. The
world languishes and fades away. The
lofty people of the earth languish.

5 The earth also is polluted under its in-
habitants, because they have transgressed
the laws, violated the statutes, and broken
the everlasting covenant.

6 Therefore the curse has devoured the
earth, and those who dwell therein are
found guilty. Therefore the inhabitants of
the earth areburned, and fewmenare left.

7 The new wine mourns. The vine lan-
guishes. All the merry-hearted sigh.

8 The mirth of tambourines ceases. The
sound of those who rejoice ends. The joy
of the harp ceases.

9 They will not drink wine with a song.
Strong drink will be bitter to those who
drink it.

10The confused city is broken down. Ev-
ery house is shut up, that no man may
come in.

11There is a crying in the streets because
of the wine. All joy is darkened. The mirth
of the land is gone.

12 The city is left in desolation, and the
gate is struck with destruction.

13For itwill be sowithin theearthamong
the peoples, as the shaking of an olive tree,
as the gleanings when the vintage is done.

14 These shall lift up their voice. They
will shout for themajesty of Yahweh. They
cry aloud from the sea.

15 Therefore glorify Yahweh in the east,
even the name of Yahweh, the God of Is-
rael, in the islands of the sea!

16 From the uttermost part of the earth
have we heard songs. Glory to the righ-
teous!
But I said, “I pine away! I pine away!

woe is me!” The treacherous have dealt
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treacherously. Yes, the treacherous have
dealt very treacherously.

17 Fear, the pit, and the snare are on you
who inhabit the earth.

18 It will happen that he who flees from
the noise of the fear will fall into the pit;
and he who comes up out of the middle
of the pit will be taken in the snare; for
the windows on high are opened, and the
foundations of the earth tremble.

19The earth is utterly broken. The earth
is torn apart. The earth is shaken violently.

20 The earth will stagger like a drunken
man, and will sway back and forth like a
hammock. Its disobedience will be heavy
on it, and it will fall and not rise again.

21 It will happen in that day that Yahweh
will punish the army of the high ones on
high, and the kings of the earth on the
earth.

22Theywill be gathered together, as pris-
oners are gathered in the pit, and will be
shut up in the prison; and after many days
they will be visited.

23 Then the moon will be confounded,
and the sun ashamed; for Yahweh of
Armies will reign on Mount Zion and in
Jerusalem; and glory will be before his
elders.

25
1 Yahweh, you are my God. I will ex-

alt you! I will praise your name, for
you have done wonderful things, things
planned long ago, in complete faithfulness
and truth.

2 For you have made a city into a heap,
a fortified city into a ruin, a palace of
strangers to be no city. It will never be
built.

3 Therefore a strong people will glorify
you. A city of awesome nations will fear
you.

4 For you have been a stronghold to
the poor, a stronghold to the needy in
his distress, a refuge from the storm, a
shade from the heat, when the blast of the
dreaded ones is like a storm against the
wall.

5As the heat in a dry place youwill bring
down the noise of strangers; as the heat

by the shade of a cloud, the song of the
dreaded ones will be brought low.

6 In this mountain, Yahweh of Armies
will make all peoples a feast of choice
meat,† a feast of choice wines, of choice
meat full ofmarrow, ofwell refined choice
wines.

7 He will destroy in this mountain the
surface of the covering that covers all peo-
ples, and the veil that is spread over all
nations.

8 He has swallowed up death forever!
The Lord Yahweh will wipe away tears
fromoffall faces. Hewill take the reproach
of his people away from off all the earth,
for Yahweh has spoken it.

9 It shall be said in that day, “Behold, this
is our God! We have waited for him, and
he will save us! This is Yahweh! We have
waited for him. Wewill be glad and rejoice
in his salvation!”

10 For Yahweh’s hand will rest in this
mountain.
Moab will be trodden down in his place,

even like straw is trodden down in the
water of the dunghill.

11 He will spread out his hands in the
middle of it, like one who swims spreads
out hands to swim, but his pride will be
humbled together with the craft of his
hands.

12 He has brought the high fortress of
your walls down, laid low, and brought to
the ground, even to the dust.

26
1 In that day, this songwill be sung in the

land of Judah:
“We have a strong city.

God appoints salvation for walls and
bulwarks.

2Open the gates, that the righteous nation
may enter:

the one which keeps faith.
3Youwill keepwhoever’smind is steadfast

in perfect peace,
because he trusts in you.

4Trust in Yahweh forever;
for in Yah, Yahweh, is an everlasting
Rock.

5Forhehasbroughtdown thosewhodwell
on high, the lofty city.

† 25:6 literally, fat things
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He lays it low.
He lays it low even to the ground.
He brings it even to the dust.

6The foot shall tread it down,
even the feet of the poor
and the steps of the needy.”

7The way of the just is uprightness.
You who are upright make the path of
the righteous level.

8 Yes, in the way of your judgments, Yah-
weh, we have waited for you.

Your name and your renown are the
desire of our soul.

9 With my soul I have desired you in the
night.

Yes, with my spirit within me I will
seek you earnestly;

for when your judgments are in the
earth, the inhabitants of the world
learn righteousness.

10Let favor be shown to the wicked,
yet he will not learn righteousness.

In the land of uprightness he will deal
wrongfully,

and will not see Yahweh’s majesty.

11 Yahweh, your hand is lifted up, yet they
don’t see;

but they will see your zeal for the peo-
ple and be disappointed.

Yes, fire will consume your adver-
saries.

12Yahweh, you will ordain peace for us,
for youhavealsodoneall ourwork for
us.

13YahwehourGod, other lordsbesides you
have had dominion over us,

but we will only acknowledge your
name.

14The dead shall not live.
The departed spirits shall not rise.

Therefore you have visited and destroyed
them,

and caused allmemory of them to per-
ish.

15 You have increased the nation, O Yah-
weh.

You have increased the nation!
You are glorified!

You have enlarged all the borders of
the land.

16 Yahweh, in trouble they have visited
you.

They poured out a prayer when your
chastening was on them.

17 Just as a woman with child, who draws
near the time of her delivery,

is in pain and cries out in her pangs,
so we have been before you, Yahweh.

18We have been with child.
We have been in pain.

We gave birth, it seems, only to wind.
We have not worked any deliverance
in the earth;

neither have the inhabitants of the
world fallen.

19Your dead shall live.
Their dead bodies shall arise.

Awakeand sing, youwhodwell in thedust;
for your dew is like the dew of herbs,
and the earth will cast out the de-
parted spirits.

20Come,mypeople, enter into your rooms,
and shut your doors behind you.

Hide yourself for a little moment,
until the indignation is past.

21 For, behold, Yahweh comes out of his
place to punish the inhabitants of
the earth for their iniquity.

The earth also will disclose her blood,
and will no longer cover her slain.

27
1 In that day, Yahweh with his hard

and great and strong sword will pun-
ish leviathan, the fleeing serpent, and
leviathan, the twisted serpent; and he will
kill the dragon that is in the sea.

2 In that day, sing to her, “A pleasant
vineyard!

3 I, Yahweh, am its keeper. I will water
it every moment. Lest anyone damage it, I
will keep it night and day.

4Wrath is not in me, but if I should find
briers and thorns, I would do battle! I
would march on them and I would burn
them together.

5Orelse let him takehold ofmy strength,
that he may make peace with me. Let him
make peace withme.”
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6 In days to come, Jacob will take root.
Israel will blossom and bud. They will fill
the surface of the world with fruit.

7Has he struck them as he struck those
who struck them? Or are they killed like
those who killed themwere killed?

8 Inmeasure,whenyou send themaway,
you contend with them. He has removed
themwith his rough blast in the day of the
east wind.

9 Therefore by this the iniquity of Jacob
will be forgiven, and this is all the fruit of
taking away his sin: that he makes all the
stones of the altar as chalk stones that are
beaten in pieces, so that the Asherah poles
and the incense altars shall rise nomore.

10 For the fortified city is solitary, a
habitation deserted and forsaken, like the
wilderness. The calf will feed there, and
there he will lie down, and consume its
branches.

11 When its boughs are withered, they
will be broken off. The women will come
and set them on fire, for they are a people
of no understanding. Therefore he who
made them will not have compassion on
them, and he who formed them will show
them no favor.

12 It will happen in that day that Yahweh
will thresh from the flowing stream of the
Euphrates to the brook of Egypt; and you
will be gathered one by one, children of
Israel.

13 It will happen in that day that a great
trumpet will be blown; and those who
were ready to perish in the land of As-
syria, and those who were outcasts in the
land of Egypt, shall come; and they will
worship Yahweh in the holy mountain at
Jerusalem.

28
1Woe to the crownof pride of the drunk-

ards of Ephraim, and to the fading flower
of his glorious beauty, which is on the
head of the fertile valley of those who are
overcomewith wine!

2Behold, the Lord has onewho ismighty
and strong. Like a storm of hail, a destroy-
ing storm, and like a storm of mighty wa-
ters overflowing, hewill cast themdown to
the earth with his hand.

3The crown of pride of the drunkards of
Ephraimwill be trodden under foot.

4 The fading flower of his glorious
beauty, which is on the head of the fertile
valley, shall be like the first-ripe fig before
the summer, which someone picks and
eats as soon as he sees it.

5 In that day, Yahweh of Armies will
become a crown of glory and a diadem of
beauty to the residue of his people,

6and a spirit of justice to himwho sits in
judgment, and strength to those who turn
back the battle at the gate.

7 They also reel with wine, and stagger
with strong drink. The priest and the
prophet reel with strong drink. They are
swallowed up by wine. They stagger with
strong drink. They err in vision. They
stumble in judgment.

8 For all tables are completely full of
filthy vomit and filthiness.

9 Whom will he teach knowledge? To
whomwill he explain the message? Those
whoareweaned from themilk, anddrawn
from the breasts?

10For it is precept on precept, precept on
precept; line on line, line on line; here a
little, there a little.

11 But he will speak to this nation with
stammering lips and in another language,

12 to whom he said, “This is the resting
place. Give rest to the weary,” and “This is
the refreshing;” yet they would not hear.

13 Therefore Yahweh’s word will be to
them precept on precept, precept on pre-
cept; line on line, line on line; here a little,
there a little; that they may go, fall back-
ward, be broken, be snared, and be taken.

14 Therefore hear Yahweh’s word, you
scoffers, that rule this people in Jerusalem:

15 “Because you have said, ‘We have
made a covenant with death, and we are
in agreement with Sheol.† When the over-
flowing scourge passes through, it won’t
come to us; for we have made lies our
refuge, and we have hidden ourselves un-
der falsehood.’ ”

16 Therefore the Lord Yahweh says, “Be-
hold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone,
a tried stone, a precious cornerstone of a

† 28:15 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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sure foundation. Hewhobelieves shall not
act hastily.

17 I will make justice themeasuring line,
and righteousness the plumb line. Thehail
will sweep away the refuge of lies, and the
waters will overflow the hiding place.

18Your covenant with death shall be an-
nulled, and your agreement with Sheol‡
shall not stand. When the overflowing
scourge passes through, then you will be
trampled down by it.

19 As often as it passes through, it will
seize you; for morning by morning it will
pass through, by day and by night; and it
will be nothing but terror to understand
themessage.”

20 For the bed is too short to stretch out
on, and the blanket is too narrow to wrap
oneself in.

21 For Yahweh will rise up as on Mount
Perazim. He will be angry as in the valley
of Gibeon; that he may do his work, his
unusualwork, andbring topass his act, his
extraordinary act.

22 Now therefore don’t be scoffers, lest
your bonds be made strong; for I have
heard a decree of destruction from the
Lord, Yahweh of Armies, on the whole
earth.

23 Give ear, and hear my voice! Listen,
and hear my speech!

24 Does he who plows to sow plow con-
tinually? Does he keep turning the soil and
breaking the clods?

25 When he has leveled its surface,
doesn’t he plant the dill, and scatter the
cumin seed, and put in the wheat in rows,
the barley in the appointed place, and the
spelt in its place?

26For his God instructs him in right judg-
ment and teaches him.

27For the dill isn’t threshedwith a sharp
instrument, neither is a cart wheel turned
over the cumin; but the dill is beaten out
with a stick, and the cumin with a rod.

28Bread flourmust be ground; so hewill
not always be threshing it. Although he
drives the wheel of his threshing cart over
it, his horses don’t grind it.

29 This also comes out from Yahweh of
Armies, who is wonderful in counsel, and

excellent in wisdom.

29
1 Woe to Ariel! Ariel, the city where

David encamped! Add year to year; let the
feasts come around;

2 then I will distress Ariel, and there will
be mourning and lamentation. She shall
be to me as an altar hearth.†

3 I will encamp against you all around
you, and will lay siege against you with
posted troops. I will raise siege works
against you.

4 You will be brought down, and will
speak out of the ground. Your speech will
mumble out of the dust. Your voice will be
as of one who has a familiar spirit, out of
the ground, and your speech will whisper
out of the dust.

5 But the multitude of your foes will be
like fine dust, and the multitude of the
ruthless ones like chaff that blows away.
Yes, it will be in an instant, suddenly.

6Shewill be visitedbyYahwehofArmies
with thunder, with earthquake, with great
noise,withwhirlwindand storm, andwith
the flame of a devouring fire.

7 The multitude of all the nations that
fight against Ariel, even all who fight
against her and her stronghold, and who
distress her, will be like a dream, a vision
of the night.

8 It will be like when a hungry man
dreams, and behold, he eats; but he
awakes, and his hunger isn’t satisfied; or
like when a thirsty man dreams, and be-
hold, he drinks; but he awakes, and be-
hold, he is faint, and he is still thirsty.
The multitude of all the nations that fight
against Mount Zion will be like that.

9 Pause and wonder! Blind yourselves
and be blind! They are drunken, but
not with wine; they stagger, but not with
strong drink.

10 For Yahweh has poured out on you a
spirit of deep sleep, and has closed your
eyes, the prophets; and he has covered
your heads, the seers.

11 All vision has become to you like the
words of a book that is sealed, which men
deliver to one who is educated, saying,

‡ 28:18 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 29:2 or, Ariel
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“Read this, please;” andhe says, “I can’t, for
it is sealed;”

12 and the book is delivered to one who
is not educated, saying, “Read this, please;”
and he says, “I can’t read.”

13 The Lord said, “Because this people
draws near with their mouth and honors
me with their lips, but they have removed
their heart far from me, and their fear of
me is a commandment of men which has
been taught;

14 therefore, behold, I will proceed to do
amarvelousworkamong this people, even
a marvelous work and a wonder; and the
wisdom of their wise men will perish, and
the understanding of their prudent men
will be hidden.”

15 Woe to those who deeply hide their
counsel from Yahweh, and whose deeds
are in the dark, and who say, “Who sees
us?” and “Who knows us?”

16 You turn things upside down! Should
the potter be thought to be like clay, that
the thing made should say about him who
made it, “He didn’t make me;” or the thing
formed say of him who formed it, “He has
no understanding”?

17 Isn’t it yet a very little while, and
Lebanonwill be turned into a fruitful field,
and the fruitful field will be regarded as a
forest?

18 In that day, the deaf will hear the
words of the book, and the eyes of the
blind will see out of obscurity and out of
darkness.

19Thehumble alsowill increase their joy
in Yahweh, and the poor among men will
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.

20For the ruthless is brought to nothing,
and the scoffer ceases, and all those who
are alert to do evil are cut off—

21 who cause a person to be indicted
by a word, and lay a snare for one who
reproves in the gate, and who deprive the
innocent of justice with false testimony.

22 Therefore Yahweh, who redeemed
Abraham, says concerning the house of
Jacob: “Jacob shall no longer be ashamed,
neither shall his face grow pale.

23 But when he sees his children, the
work of my hands, in the middle of him,
they will sanctify my name. Yes, they will

sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and will
stand in awe of the God of Israel.

24 They also who err in spirit will come
to understanding, and those who grumble
will receive instruction.”

30
1 “Woe to the rebellious children”, says

Yahweh, “who take counsel, but not from
me; and who make an alliance, but not
withmySpirit, that theymayadd sin to sin;

2who set out to go down into Egyptwith-
out asking for my advice, to strengthen
themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and
to take refuge in the shadow of Egypt!

3 Therefore the strength of Pharaoh will
be your shame, and the refuge in the
shadow of Egypt your confusion.

4For their princes are at Zoan, and their
ambassadors have come to Hanes.

5They shall all be ashamed because of a
people that can’t profit them, that are not
a help nor profit, but a shame, and also a
reproach.”

6The burden of the animals of the South.
Through the land of trouble and an-

guish, of the lioness and the lion, the viper
and fiery flying serpent, they carry their
riches on the shoulders of young don-
keys, and their treasures on the humps of
camels, to an unprofitable people.

7 For Egypt helps in vain, and to no pur-
pose; therefore I have called her Rahab
who sits still.

8Nowgo,write it before themona tablet,
and inscribe it in a book, that it may be for
the time to come forever and ever.

9 For it is a rebellious people, lying chil-
dren, childrenwhowill not hear Yahweh’s
law;

10 who tell the seers, “Don’t see!” and
the prophets, “Don’t prophesy to us right
things. Tell us pleasant things. Prophesy
deceits.

11 Get out of the way. Turn away from
the path. Cause the Holy One of Israel to
cease from before us.”

12 Therefore the Holy One of Israel says,
“Because you despise this word, and trust
in oppression and perverseness, and rely
on it,
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13 therefore this iniquity shall be to you
like a breach ready to fall, swelling out in
a high wall, whose breaking comes sud-
denly in an instant.

14He will break it as a potter’s vessel is
broken, breaking it in pieces without spar-
ing, so that therewon’t be foundamong the
broken pieces a piece good enough to take
fire from the hearth, or to dip upwater out
of the cistern.”

15 For thus said the Lord Yahweh, the
Holy One of Israel, “You will be saved in
returningandrest. Your strengthwill be in
quietness and in confidence.” You refused,

16 but you said, “No, for we will flee on
horses;” therefore you will flee; and, “We
will ride on the swift;” therefore thosewho
pursue you will be swift.

17One thousand will flee at the threat of
one. At the threat of five, youwill flee until
you are left like a beacon on the top of a
mountain, and like a banner on a hill.

18 Therefore Yahweh will wait, that he
may be gracious to you; and therefore he
will be exalted, that hemay havemercy on
you, for Yahweh is aGod of justice. Blessed
are all those whowait for him.

19 For the people will dwell in Zion at
Jerusalem. You will weep no more. He
will surely be gracious to you at the voice
of your cry. When he hears you, he will
answer you.

20 Though the Lord may give you the
bread of adversity and the water of afflic-
tion, yetyour teacherswon’t behiddenany
more, but your eyeswill see your teachers;

21 and when you turn to the right hand,
and when you turn to the left, your ears
will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This
is the way. Walk in it.”

22You shall defile the overlaying of your
engraved images of silver, and the plating
of your molten images of gold. You shall
cast them away as an unclean thing. You
shall tell it, “Go away!”

23 He will give the rain for your seed,
with which you will sow the ground; and
bread of the increase of the ground will
be rich and plentiful. In that day, your
livestock will feed in large pastures.

24The oxen likewise and the young don-
keys that till the ground will eat savory
feed, which has been winnowed with the
shovel and with the fork.

25 There will be brooks and streams of
water on every lofty mountain and on ev-
ery high hill in the day of the great slaugh-
ter, when the towers fall.

26Moreover the light of themoonwill be
like the light of the sun, and the light of the
sun will be seven times brighter, like the
light of seven days, in the day that Yahweh
binds up the fracture of his people, and
heals the wound they were struck with.

27 Behold, Yahweh’s name comes from
far away, burning with his anger, and in
thick rising smoke. His lips are full of
indignation. His tongue is as a devouring
fire.

28His breath is as an overflowing stream
that reaches even to the neck, to sift the
nations with the sieve of destruction. A
bridle that leads to ruin will be in the jaws
of the peoples.

29 You will have a song, as in the night
when a holy feast is kept, and gladness
of heart, as when one goes with a flute
to come to Yahweh’s mountain, to Israel’s
Rock.

30Yahwehwill causehis gloriousvoice to
be heard, and will show the descent of his
arm, with the indignation of his anger and
the flame of a devouring fire, with a blast,
storm, and hailstones.

31For through Yahweh’s voice the Assyr-
ian will be dismayed. He will strike him
with his rod.

32Every stroke of the rod of punishment,
whichYahwehwill lay onhim,will bewith
the sound of tambourines and harps. He
will fightwith them inbattles, brandishing
weapons.

33 For his burning place has long been
ready. Yes, it is prepared for the king. He
has made its pyre deep and large with fire
and much wood. Yahweh’s breath, like a
stream of sulfur, kindles it.

31
1 Woe to those who go down to Egypt for

help,
and rely on horses,
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and trust in chariots because they are
many,

and in horsemen because they are
very strong,

but they don’t look to the Holy One of
Israel,

and they don’t seek Yahweh!
2Yet he also iswise, andwill bring disaster,

and will not call back his words, but
will arise against the house of the
evildoers,

and against the help of those who
work iniquity.

3Now the Egyptians aremen, and not God;
and their horses flesh, and not spirit.

WhenYahweh stretches out his hand, both
he who helps shall stumble,

and he who is helped shall fall,
and they all shall be consumed to-
gether.

4For Yahweh says to me,
“As the lion and the young lion growling

over his prey,
if a multitude of shepherds is called
together against him,

will not be dismayed at their voice,
nor abase himself for their noise,
so Yahweh of Armies will come down
to fight on Mount Zion and on its
heights.

5 As birds hovering, so Yahweh of Armies
will protect Jerusalem.

He will protect and deliver it.
He will pass over and preserve it.”

6 Return to him from whom you have
deeply revolted, children of Israel.

7 For in that day everyone shall cast away
his idols of silver and his idols of gold—sin
which your ownhands havemade for you.

8“TheAssyrianwill fall by the sword, not
of man;

and the sword, not of mankind, shall
devour him.

He will flee from the sword,
and his young men will become sub-
ject to forced labor.

9 His rock will pass away by reason of
terror,

and his princes will be afraid of the
banner,”

says Yahweh, whose fire is in Zion,

and his furnace in Jerusalem.

32
1 Behold, a king shall reign in righteous-

ness,
and princes shall rule in justice.

2Aman shall be as a hiding place from the
wind,

and a covert from the storm,
as streams of water in a dry place,
as the shade of a large rock in a weary
land.

3The eyes of thosewho seewill not be dim,
and the ears of those who hear will
listen.

4 The heart of the rash will understand
knowledge,

and the tongue of the stammerers will
be ready to speak plainly.

5The fool will no longer be called noble,
nor the scoundrel be highly respected.

6For the fool will speak folly,
and his heart will work iniquity,
to practice profanity,
and to utter error against Yahweh,
to make empty the soul of the hungry,
and to cause the drink of the thirsty to
fail.

7The ways of the scoundrel are evil.
He deviseswicked plans to destroy the
humble with lying words,

even when the needy speaks right.
8But the noble devises noble things,

and he will continue in noble things.

9 Rise up, you women who are at ease!
Hear my voice!

You careless daughters, give ear tomy
speech!

10For days beyond a year you will be trou-
bled, you careless women;

for the vintage will fail.
The harvest won’t come.

11Tremble, you womenwho are at ease!
Be troubled, you careless ones!
Strip yourselves, make yourselves
naked,

and put sackcloth on your waist.
12Beat your breasts for the pleasant fields,

for the fruitful vine.
13 Thorns and briers will come up on my

people’s land;
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yes, on all the houses of joy in the
joyous city.

14For the palace will be forsaken.
The populous city will be deserted.
Thehill and thewatchtowerwill be for
dens forever,

a delight for wild donkeys,
a pasture of flocks,

15 until the Spirit is poured on us from on
high,

and the wilderness becomes a fruitful
field,

and the fruitful field is considered a
forest.

16Then justicewill dwell in thewilderness;
and righteousness will remain in the
fruitful field.

17Thework of righteousnesswill be peace,
and the effect of righteousness, quiet-
ness and confidence forever.

18My people will live in a peaceful habita-
tion,

in safe dwellings,
and in quiet resting places,

19 though hail flattens the forest,
and the city is leveled completely.

20 Blessed are you who sow beside all wa-
ters,

who send out the feet of the ox and the
donkey.

33
1Woe to you who destroy, but you weren’t

destroyed,
and who betray, but nobody betrayed
you!

When you have finished destroying, you
will be destroyed;

and when you have finished betrayal,
you will be betrayed.

2 Yahweh, be gracious to us. We have
waited for you.

Be our strength everymorning,
our salvation also in the time of trou-
ble.

3 At the noise of the thunder, the peoples
have fled.

When you lift yourself up, the nations
are scattered.

4 Your plunder will be gathered as the
caterpillar gathers.

Menwill leap on it as locusts leap.
5Yahweh is exalted, for he dwells on high.

He has filled Zion with justice and
righteousness.

6 There will be stability in your times,
abundance of salvation, wisdom,
and knowledge.

The fear of Yahweh is your treasure.

7Behold, their valiant ones cry outside;
the ambassadors of peace weep bit-
terly.

8The highways are desolate.
The travelingman ceases.
The covenant is broken.
He has despised the cities.
He doesn’t respect man.

9The landmourns and languishes.
Lebanon is confounded and withers
away.

Sharon is like a desert, and Bashan
and Carmel are stripped bare.

10 “Now I will arise,” says Yahweh.
“Now I will lift myself up.
Now I will be exalted.

11Youwill conceive chaff.
You will give birth to stubble.
Your breath is a fire that will devour
you.

12 The peoples will be like the burning of
lime,

like thorns that are cut down and
burned in the fire.

13 Hear, you who are far off, what I have
done;

and, you who are near, acknowledge
mymight.”

14The sinners in Zion are afraid.
Tremblinghas seized thegodless ones.

Whoamongus can livewith thedevouring
fire?

Who among us can live with everlast-
ing burning?

15Hewhowalks righteously
and speaks blamelessly,
he who despises the gain of oppres-
sions,

who gestures with his hands, refusing
to take a bribe,

who stops his ears from hearing of
bloodshed,
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and shuts his eyes from looking at
evil—

16he will dwell on high.
His place of defense will be the
fortress of rocks.

His bread will be supplied.
His waters will be sure.

17Your eyes will see the king in his beauty.
They will see a distant land.

18Your heart will meditate on the terror.
Where is he who counted?
Where is he whoweighed?
Where is he who counted the towers?

19Youwill no longer see the fierce people,
a people of a deep speech that you
can’t comprehend,

with a strange language that you can’t
understand.

20 Look at Zion, the city of our appointed
festivals.

Your eyes will see Jerusalem, a quiet
habitation,

a tent that won’t be removed.
Its stakes will never be plucked up,

nor will any of its cords be broken.
21 But there Yahweh will be with us in

majesty,
a place of wide rivers and streams,
in which no galley with oars will go,
neither will any gallant ship pass by
there.

22For Yahweh is our judge.
Yahweh is our lawgiver.
Yahweh is our king.
He will save us.

23Your rigging is untied.
They couldn’t strengthen the foot of
their mast.

They couldn’t spread the sail.
Then the prey of a great plunder was di-

vided.
The lame took the prey.

24The inhabitant won’t say, “I am sick.”
The people who dwell therein will be
forgiven their iniquity.

34
1Come near, you nations, to hear!

Listen, you peoples.
Let the earth and all it contains hear,

the world, and everything that comes
from it.

2 For Yahweh is enraged against all the
nations,

and angry with all their armies.
He has utterly destroyed them.

He has given them over for slaughter.
3Their slain will also be cast out,

and the stench of their dead bodies
will come up.

The mountains will melt in their
blood.

4 All of the army of the sky will be dis-
solved.

The sky will be rolled up like a scroll,
and all its armies will fade away,
as a leaf fades from off a vine or a fig
tree.

5Formy sword has drunk its fill in the sky.
Behold, it will come down on Edom,
and on the people of my curse, for
judgment.

6Yahweh’s sword is filled with blood.
It is coveredwith fat, with the blood of
lambs and goats,

with the fat of the kidneys of rams;
for Yahweh has a sacrifice in Bozrah,
and a great slaughter in the land of
Edom.

7Thewild oxenwill comedownwith them,
and the young bulls with the mighty
bulls;

and their land will be drunken with
blood,

and their dust made greasy with fat.
8For Yahweh has a day of vengeance,

a year of recompense for the cause of
Zion.

9 Its streams will be turned into pitch,
its dust into sulfur,
and its land will become burning
pitch.

10 It won’t be quenched night or day.
Its smoke will go up forever.
From generation to generation, it will
lie waste.

No one will pass through it forever
and ever.

11 But the pelican and the porcupine will
possess it.

The owl and the raven will dwell in it.
Hewill stretch the line of confusion over it,

and the plumb line of emptiness.
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12They shall call its nobles to the kingdom,
but none shall be there;

and all its princes shall be nothing.
13Thorns will come up in its palaces,

nettles and thistles in its fortresses;
and it will be a habitation of jackals,
a court for ostriches.

14The wild animals of the desert will meet
with the wolves,

and thewild goatwill cry to his fellow.
Yes, the night creature† shall settle there,

and shall find herself a place of rest.
15 The arrow snake will make her nest

there,
and lay, hatch, and gather under her
shade.

Yes, the kites will be gathered there,
every one with her mate.

16Search in the book of Yahweh, and read:
not one of these will be missing.
None will lack her mate.
For mymouth has commanded,
and his Spirit has gathered them.

17He has cast the lot for them,
and his hand has divided it to them
with ameasuring line.

They shall possess it forever.
From generation to generation they
will dwell in it.

35
1 The wilderness and the dry land will be

glad.
The desert will rejoice and blossom
like a rose.

2 It will blossom abundantly,
and rejoice even with joy and singing.
Lebanon’s glory will be given to it,
the excellence of Carmel and Sharon.
They will see Yahweh’s glory,
the excellence of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands,
andmake the feeble knees firm.

4 Tell those who have a fearful heart, “Be
strong!

Don’t be afraid!
Behold, your God will come with

vengeance, God’s retribution.
He will come and save you.

5Then the eyes of the blindwill be opened,
and the ears of the deaf will be un-
stopped.

6Then the lamemanwill leap like a deer,
and the tongue of themute will sing;
forwaterswill breakout in thewilder-
ness,

and streams in the desert.
7The burning sand will become a pool,

and the thirsty ground springs of wa-
ter.

Grass with reeds and rushes will be in
thehabitationof jackals,where they
lay.

8A highwaywill be there, a road,
and it will be called “The HolyWay”.

The unclean shall not pass over it,
but it will be for thosewhowalk in the
Way.

Wicked fools shall not go there.
9No lion will be there,

norwill any ravenous animal go up on
it.

They will not be found there;
but the redeemedwill walk there.

10 Then Yahweh’s ransomed ones will re-
turn,

and comewith singing to Zion;
and everlasting joy will be on their
heads.

They will obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing will flee
away.”

36
1 Now in the fourteenth year of King

Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria at-
tacked all of the fortified cities of Judah
and captured them.

2 The king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh
from Lachish to Jerusalem to King
Hezekiah with a large army. He stood by
the aqueduct from the upper pool in the
fuller’s field highway.

3 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who
was over the household, and Shebna the
scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph the
recorder came out to him.

4 Rabshakeh said to them, “Now tell
Hezekiah, ‘The great king, the king of As-
syria, says, “What confidence is this in
which you trust?

† 34:14 literally, lilith, which could also be a night demon or night monster
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5 I say that your counsel and strength
for the war are only vain words. Now in
whomdo you trust, that you have rebelled
against me?

6 Behold, you trust in the staff of this
bruised reed, even inEgypt,which if aman
leans on it, it will go into his hand and
pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all
who trust in him.

7 But if you tell me, ‘We trust in Yah-
weh our God,’ isn’t that he whose high
places and whose altars Hezekiah has
taken away, and has said to Judah and to
Jerusalem, ‘You shall worship before this
altar’?”

8Now therefore, pleasemake a pledge to
my master the king of Assyria, and I will
give you two thousand horses, if you are
able on your part to set riders on them.

9How then can you turn away the face
of one captain of the least of my master’s
servants, and put your trust in Egypt for
chariots and for horsemen?

10Have I come up now without Yahweh
against this land todestroy it? Yahwehsaid
tome, “Goupagainst this land, anddestroy
it.” ’ ”

11Then Eliakim, Shebna and Joah said to
Rabshakeh, “Please speak to your servants
in Aramaic, for we understand it. Don’t
speak to us in the Jews’ language in the
hearing of the peoplewhoare on thewall.”

12 But Rabshakeh said, “Has my master
sent me only to your master and to you, to
speak thesewords, andnot to themenwho
sit on thewall, whowill eat their owndung
and drink their own urine with you?”

13Then Rabshakeh stood, and called out
with a loud voice in the Jews’ language,
and said, “Hear thewordsof thegreat king,
the king of Assyria!

14 The king says, ‘Don’t let Hezekiah de-
ceive you; for he will not be able to deliver
you.

15 Don’t let Hezekiah make you trust in
Yahweh, saying, “Yahweh will surely de-
liver us. This city won’t be given into the
hand of the king of Assyria.” ’

16 Don’t listen to Hezekiah, for the king
of Assyria says, ‘Make your peacewithme,
and come out to me; and each of you eat

from his vine, and each one from his fig
tree, and each one of you drink the waters
of his own cistern;

17 until I come and take you away to a
land like your own land, a land of grain
and new wine, a land of bread and vine-
yards.

18 Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you,
saying, “Yahwehwill deliver us.” Have any
of the gods of the nations delivered their
lands from the hand of the king of Assyria?

19 Where are the gods of Hamath and
Arpad? Where are the gods of Sephar-
vaim? Have they delivered Samaria from
my hand?

20 Who are they among all the gods
of these countries that have delivered
their country out of my hand, that Yah-
weh should deliver Jerusalem out of my
hand?’ ”

21 But they remained silent, and said
nothing in reply, for the king’s command-
ment was, “Don’t answer him.”

22 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who
was over the household, and Shebna the
scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph the
recorder, came to Hezekiah with their
clothes torn, and told him the words of
Rabshakeh.

37
1When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore

his clothes, covered himself with sack-
cloth, and went into Yahweh’s house.

2 He sent Eliakim, who was over the
household, and Shebna the scribe, and the
elders of the priests, covered with sack-
cloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son of
Amoz.

3 They said to him, “Hezekiah says, ‘To-
day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and
of rejection; for the children have come to
the birth, and there is no strength to give
birth.

4 It may be Yahweh your God will hear
thewords of Rabshakeh, whom the king of
Assyria his master has sent to defy the liv-
ing God, and will rebuke the words which
Yahweh your God has heard. Therefore
lift up your prayer for the remnant that is
left.’ ”
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5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came
to Isaiah.

6 Isaiah said to them, “Tell your mas-
ter, ‘Yahweh says, “Don’t be afraid of the
words that you have heard, with which
the servants of the king of Assyria have
blasphemedme.

7Behold, I will put a spirit in him and he
will hear news, and will return to his own
land. I will cause him to fall by the sword
in his own land.” ’ ”

8 So Rabshakeh returned, and found the
king of Assyria warring against Libnah,
for he heard that he had departed from
Lachish.

9 He heard news concerning Tirhakah
king of Ethiopia, “He has come out to fight
against you.” When he heard it, he sent
messengers to Hezekiah, saying,

10 “Thus you shall speak to Hezekiah
king of Judah, saying, ‘Don’t let your God
in whom you trust deceive you, saying,
“Jerusalemwon’t be given into the hand of
the king of Assyria.”

11Behold, youhaveheardwhat thekings
of Assyria have done to all lands, by de-
stroying them utterly. Shall you be deliv-
ered?

12Have the gods of the nations delivered
them, which my fathers have destroyed,
Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the children of
Eden whowere in Telassar?

13Where is the king of Hamath, and the
king of Arpad, and the king of the city of
Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivvah?’ ”

14Hezekiah received the letter from the
hand of the messengers and read it. Then
Hezekiah went up to Yahweh’s house, and
spread it before Yahweh.

15Hezekiah prayed to Yahweh, saying,
16 “Yahweh of Armies, the God of Israel,

who is enthroned among the cherubim,
you are the God, even you alone, of all the
kingdoms of the earth. You have made
heaven and earth.

17 Turn your ear, Yahweh, and hear.
Open your eyes, Yahweh, and behold.
Hear all of the words of Sennacherib, who
has sent to defy the living God.

18 Truly, Yahweh, the kings of Assyria
have destroyed all the countries and their
land,

19 and have cast their gods into the fire;
for they were no gods, but the work of
men’s hands, wood and stone; therefore
they have destroyed them.

20Now therefore, Yahweh our God, save
us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of
the earth may know that you are Yahweh,
even you only.”

21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to
Hezekiah, saying, “Yahweh, the God of Is-
rael says, ‘Because you have prayed to me
against Sennacherib king of Assyria,

22 this is the word which Yahweh has
spoken concerning him: The virgin daugh-
ter of Zion has despised you and ridiculed
you. The daughter of Jerusalem has
shaken her head at you.

23 Whom have you defied and blas-
phemed? Against whom have you exalted
your voice and liftedupyour eyes onhigh?
Against the Holy One of Israel.

24By your servants, you have defied the
Lord, and have said, “With the multitude
ofmy chariots I have comeup to the height
of themountains, to the innermost parts of
Lebanon. Iwill cut down its tall cedars and
its choice cypress trees. I will enter into
its farthest height, the forest of its fruitful
field.

25 I have dug and drunk water, and with
the soleofmyfeet Iwill dryupall the rivers
of Egypt.”

26“ ‘Have younot heardhow Ihavedone
it long ago, and formed it in ancient times?
NowIhavebrought it topass, that it should
be yours to destroy fortified cities, turning
them into ruinous heaps.

27 Therefore their inhabitants had little
power. They were dismayed and con-
founded. They were like the grass of the
field, and like the green herb, like the grass
on the housetops, and like a field before its
crop has grown.

28 But I know your sitting down, your
going out, your coming in, and your raging
against me.

29 Because of your raging against me,
and because your arrogance has come up
into my ears, therefore I will put my hook
in your nose and my bridle in your lips,
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and I will turn you back by the way by
which you came.

30 “ ‘This shall be the sign to you: Youwill
eat this year thatwhich grows of itself, and
in the second year thatwhich springs from
it; and in the third year sow and reap and
plant vineyards, and eat their fruit.

31 The remnant that is escaped of the
house of Judah will again take root down-
ward, and bear fruit upward.

32For out of Jerusalem a remnantwill go
out, and survivorswill escape fromMount
Zion. The zeal of Yahweh of Armies will
perform this.’

33 “Therefore Yahweh says concerning
thekingofAssyria, ‘Hewillnot come to this
city, nor shoot an arrow there, neither will
he come before it with shield, nor cast up a
mound against it.

34He will return the way that he came,
and he won’t come to this city,’ says Yah-
weh.

35 ‘For Iwill defend this city to save it, for
my own sake, and for my servant David’s
sake.’ ”

36 Then Yahweh’s angel went out and
struck one hundred and eighty-five thou-
sand men in the camp of the Assyrians.
When men arose early in the morning,
behold, these were all dead bodies.

37 So Sennacherib king of Assyria de-
parted, went away, returned to Nineveh,
and stayed there.

38 As he was worshiping in the house
of Nisroch his god, Adrammelech and
Sharezer his sons struck him with the
sword; and they escaped into the land of
Ararat. Esar Haddon his son reigned in his
place.

38
1 In those days Hezekiah was sick and

near death. Isaiah the prophet, the son
of Amoz, came to him, and said to him,
“Yahweh says, ‘Set your house in order, for
you will die, and not live.’ ”

2 Then Hezekiah turned his face to the
wall and prayed to Yahweh,

3 and said, “Remember now, Yahweh, I
beg you, how I have walked before you in

truth and with a perfect heart, and have
done that which is good in your sight.”
Then Hezekiah wept bitterly.

4 Then Yahweh’s word came to Isaiah,
saying,

5 “Go, and tell Hezekiah, ‘Yahweh, the
God of David your father, says, “I have
heard your prayer. I have seen your tears.
Behold, I will add fifteen years to your life.

6 I will deliver you and this city out of
the hand of the king of Assyria, and I will
defend this city.

7 This shall be the sign to you from Yah-
weh, that Yahwehwill do this thing that he
has spoken.

8 Behold, I will cause the shadow on the
sundial, which has gone down on the sun-
dial of Ahaz with the sun, to return back-
ward ten steps.” ’ ” So the sun returned ten
steps on the sundial on which it had gone
down.

9The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah,
when he had been sick, and had recovered
of his sickness:
10 I said, “In the middle of my life I go into

the gates of Sheol.†
I am deprived of the residue of my
years.”

11 I said, “I won’t see Yah,
Yah in the land of the living.
I will seemannomorewith the inhab-
itants of the world.

12My dwelling is removed,
and is carried away from me like a
shepherd’s tent.

I have rolled upmy life like a weaver.
He will cut me off from the loom.
From day even to night you will make
an end of me.

13 I waited patiently until morning.
He breaks all my bones like a lion.
From day even to night you will make
an end of me.

14 I chattered like a swallow or a crane.
I moaned like a dove.
My eyes weaken looking upward.
Lord, I am oppressed.
Bemy security.”

15What will I say?
Hehas both spoken tome, andhimself
has done it.

† 38:10 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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I will walk carefully all my years be-
cause of the anguish of my soul.

16Lord, men live by these things;
andmy spirit finds life in all of them.
You restore me, and causeme to live.

17Behold, for peace I had great anguish,
but you have in love formy soul deliv-
ered it from the pit of corruption;

for you have cast all my sins behind
your back.

18For Sheol‡ can’t praise you.
Death can’t celebrate you.

Those who go down into the pit can’t hope
for your truth.

19The living, the living, he shall praise you,
as I do today.

The father shall make known your
truth to the children.

20Yahwehwill saveme.
Therefore we will sing my songs with
stringed instruments all the days of
our life in Yahweh’s house.

21Now Isaiah had said, “Let them take a
cake of figs, and lay it for a poultice on the
boil, and he shall recover.”

22 Hezekiah also had said, “What is the
sign that I will go up to Yahweh’s house?”

39
1At that time,Merodach-baladan the son

of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters
and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard
that he had been sick, and had recovered.

2Hezekiah was pleased with them, and
showed them the house of his precious
things, the silver, the gold, the spices, and
the precious oil, and all the house of his
armor, and all that was found in his trea-
sures. There was nothing in his house, nor
in all his dominion, that Hezekiah didn’t
show them.

3 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King
Hezekiah, and asked him, “What did these
men say? From where did they come to
you?”
Hezekiah said, “They have come from a

country far fromme, even from Babylon.”
4Thenheasked, “Whathave they seen in

your house?”
Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all

that is in my house. There is nothing

amongmy treasures that I have not shown
them.”

5Then Isaiah said toHezekiah, “Hear the
word of Yahweh of Armies:

6 ‘Behold, the days are coming when all
that is in your house, and that which your
fathers have stored up until today, will be
carried to Babylon. Nothing will be left,’
says Yahweh.

7 ‘They will take away your sons who
will issue fromyou,whomyou shall father,
and they will be eunuchs in the king of
Babylon’s palace.’ ”

8 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “Yah-
weh’s word which you have spoken is
good.” He said moreover, “For there will
be peace and truth inmy days.”

40
1 “Comfort, comfort my people,” says

your God.
2 “Speak comfortably to Jerusalem, and

call out to her that her warfare is accom-
plished, that her iniquity is pardoned, that
she has received of Yahweh’s hand double
for all her sins.”
3The voice of one who calls out,

“Prepare the way of Yahweh in the
wilderness!

Make a level highway in the desert for
our God.

4Every valley shall be exalted,
and every mountain and hill shall be
made low.

The uneven shall be made level,
and the rough places a plain.

5Yahweh’s glory shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together;
for the mouth of Yahweh has spoken
it.”

6The voice of one saying, “Cry out!”
One said, “What shall I cry?”

“All flesh is like grass,
and all its glory is like the flower of the
field.

7The grass withers,
the flower fades,
because Yahweh’s breath blows on it.
Surely the people are like grass.

8The grass withers,
the flower fades;

‡ 38:18 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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but the word of our God stands for-
ever.”

9You who tell good news to Zion, go up on
a highmountain.

You who tell good news to Jerusalem,
lift up your voice with strength!

Lift it up! Don’t be afraid!
Say to the cities of Judah, “Behold,
your God!”

10Behold, the Lord Yahweh will come as a
mighty one,

and his armwill rule for him.
Behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.

11Hewill feed his flock like a shepherd.
He will gather the lambs in his arm,
and carry them in his bosom.
He will gently lead those who have
their young.

12 Who has measured the waters in the
hollow of his hand,

andmarked off the sky with his span,
and calculated the dust of the earth in
ameasuring basket,

and weighed themountains in scales,
and the hills in a balance?

13Who has directed Yahweh’s Spirit,
or has taught him as his counselor?

14Who did he take counsel with,
and who instructed him,
and taught him in the path of justice,
and taught him knowledge,
and showed him the way of under-
standing?

15 Behold, the nations are like a drop in a
bucket,

and are regarded as a speck of dust on
a balance.

Behold, he lifts up the islands like a
very little thing.

16Lebanon is not sufficient to burn,
nor its animals sufficient for a burnt
offering.

17 All the nations are like nothing before
him.

They are regarded by him as less than
nothing, and vanity.

18To whom thenwill you liken God?
Or what likeness will you compare to
him?

19Aworkman has cast an image,
and the goldsmith overlays it with
gold,

and casts silver chains for it.
20He who is too impoverished for such an

offering chooses a tree that will not
rot.

He seeks a skillful workman to set up
a carved image for him that will not
bemoved.

21Haven’t you known?
Haven’t you heard?
Haven’t you been told from the begin-
ning?

Haven’t you understood from the
foundations of the earth?

22 It is he who sits above the circle of the
earth,

and its inhabitants are like grasshop-
pers;

who stretches out the heavens like a
curtain,

and spreads them out like a tent to
dwell in,

23who brings princes to nothing,
who makes the judges of the earth
meaningless.

24They are planted scarcely.
They are sown scarcely.
Their stock has scarcely taken root in
the ground.

He merely blows on them, and they
wither,

and thewhirlwind takes themawayas
stubble.

25 “To whom thenwill you likenme?
Who is my equal?” says the Holy One.

26Lift up your eyes on high,
and see who has created these,
who brings out their army by number.
He calls them all by name.
By the greatness of his might,
and because he is strong in power,
not one is lacking.

27Why do you say, Jacob,
and speak, Israel,
“Myway is hidden from Yahweh,
and the justice due me is disregarded
bymy God”?

28Haven’t you known?
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Haven’t you heard?
The everlasting God, Yahweh,
the Creator of the ends of the earth,
doesn’t faint.

He isn’t weary.
His understanding is unsearchable.

29He gives power to the weak.
He increases the strength of him who
has nomight.

30Even the youths faint and get weary,
and the youngmen utterly fall;
31 but those who wait for Yahweh will
renew their strength.

They will mount up with wings like
eagles.

They will run, and not be weary.
They will walk, and not faint.

41
1 “Keep silent before me, islands,

and let the peoples renew their
strength.

Let them come near,
then let them speak.
Let’s meet together for judgment.

2Who has raised up one from the east?
Who called him to his feet in righ-
teousness?

He hands over nations to him
andmakes him rule over kings.
He gives them like the dust to his
sword,

like the driven stubble to his bow.
3He pursues them

and passes by safely,
even by a way that he had not gone
with his feet.

4Who has worked and done it,
calling the generations from the be-
ginning?

I, Yahweh, the first, andwith the last, I
am he.”

5The islands have seen, and fear.
The ends of the earth tremble.
They approach, and come.

6Everyone helps his neighbor.
They say to theirbrothers, “Bestrong!”

7 So the carpenter encourages the gold-
smith.

Hewho smoothswith the hammer en-
courages himwho strikes the anvil,

saying of the soldering, “It is good;”

and he fastens it with nails, that it
might not totter.

8 “But you, Israel, my servant,
Jacob whom I have chosen,
the offspring of Abrahammy friend,
9 you whom I have taken hold of from
the ends of the earth,

and called from its corners,
and said to you, ‘You are my servant. I
have chosen you and have not cast
you away.’

10Don’t you be afraid, for I amwith you.
Don’t be dismayed, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you.
Yes, I will help you.
Yes, I will uphold you with the right
hand of my righteousness.

11 Behold, all those who are incensed
against you will be disappointed
and confounded.

Those who strive with you will be like
nothing, and shall perish.

12Youwill seek them, andwon’t find them,
even those who contend with you.
Those who war against you will be as
nothing,

as a nonexistent thing.
13 For I, Yahweh your God, will hold your

right hand,
saying to you, ‘Don’t be afraid.
I will help you.’

14Don’t be afraid, you worm Jacob,
and youmen of Israel.
I will help you,” says Yahweh.
“Your Redeemer is the Holy One of
Israel.

15 Behold, I have made you into a new
sharp threshing instrument with
teeth.

You will thresh themountains,
and beat them small,
and will make the hills like chaff.

16Youwill winnow them,
and the wind will carry them away,
and the whirlwind will scatter them.

Youwill rejoice in Yahweh.
Youwill glory in theHolyOneof Israel.

17 The poor and needy seek water, and
there is none.

Their tongue fails for thirst.
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I, Yahweh, will answer them.
I, the God of Israel, will not forsake
them.

18 I will open rivers on the bare heights,
and springs in the middle of the val-
leys.

I will make the wilderness a pool of
water,

and the dry land springs of water.
19 I will put cedar, acacia, myrtle, and oil

trees in the wilderness.
I will set cypress trees, pine, and box
trees together in the desert;

20 that they may see, know, consider,
and understand together,

that Yahweh’s hand has done this,
and the Holy One of Israel has created
it.

21Produce your cause,” says Yahweh.
“Bring out your strong reasons!” says
the King of Jacob.

22 “Let them announce and declare to us
what will happen!

Declare the former things, what they
are,

that wemay consider them, and know
the latter end of them;

or show us things to come.
23Declare the things that are to come here-

after,
that wemay know that you are gods.

Yes, do good, or do evil,
that wemay be dismayed,
and see it together.

24Behold, you are nothing,
and your work is nothing.
He who chooses you is an abomina-
tion.

25“I haveraisedupone fromthenorth, and
he has come,

from the rising of the sun, one who
calls onmy name,

andhe shall comeon rulers as onmor-
tar,

and as the potter treads clay.
26Who has declared it from the beginning,

that wemay know?
and before, that we may say, ‘He is
right’?

Surely, there is no one who declares.
Surely, there is no one who shows.

Surely, there is no onewho hears your
words.

27 I am the first to say to Zion, ‘Behold, look
at them;’

and I will give one who brings good
news to Jerusalem.

28When I look, there is noman,
even among them there is no coun-
selor who, when I ask, can answer a
word.

29Behold, all of their deeds are vanity and
nothing.

Their molten images are wind and
confusion.

42
1 “Behold, my servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen, in whommy soul delights:
I have put my Spirit on him.
He will bring justice to the nations.

2Hewill not shout,
nor raise his voice,
nor cause it to be heard in the street.

3Hewon’t break a bruised reed.
He won’t quench a dimly burning
wick.

He will faithfully bring justice.
4Hewill not fail nor be discouraged,

until he has set justice in the earth,
and the islands wait for his law.”

5God Yahweh,
he who created the heavens and
stretched them out,

he who spread out the earth and that
which comes out of it,

he who gives breath to its people and
spirit to those whowalk in it, says:

6 “I, Yahweh, have called you in righteous-
ness.

I will hold your hand.
I will keep you,
and make you a covenant for the peo-
ple,

as a light for the nations,
7 to open the blind eyes,
to bring the prisoners out of the dun-
geon,

and those who sit in darkness out of
the prison.

8 “I am Yahweh.
That is my name.
I will not give my glory to another,
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normy praise to engraved images.
9Behold, the former thingshavehappened

and I declare new things.
I tell you about thembefore they come
up.”

10 Sing to Yahweh a new song,
and his praise from the end of the
earth,

you who go down to the sea,
and all that is therein,
the islands and their inhabitants.

11 Let the wilderness and its cities raise
their voices,

with the villages that Kedar inhabits.
Let the inhabitants of Sela sing.
Let them shout from the top of the
mountains!

12Let them give glory to Yahweh,
and declare his praise in the islands.

13Yahwehwill go out like amighty man.
He will stir up zeal like aman of war.
He will raise a war cry.
Yes, he will shout aloud.
He will triumph over his enemies.

14 “I have been silent a long time.
I have been quiet and restrained my-
self.

Now I will cry out like a travailing
woman. I will both gasp and pant.

15 I will destroymountains and hills,
and dry up all their herbs.
I will make the rivers islands,
and will dry up the pools.

16 I will bring the blind by a way that they
don’t know.

Iwill lead theminpaths that theydon’t
know.

I will make darkness light before
them,

and crooked places straight.
I will do these things,
and I will not forsake them.

17 “Those who trust in engraved images,
who tell molten images,
‘You are our gods,’
will be turned back.
They will be utterly disappointed.

18 “Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind,

that youmay see.
19Who is blind, but my servant?

Or who is as deaf as my messenger
whom I send?

Who is as blind as he who is at peace,
and as blind as Yahweh’s servant?

20You seemany things, but don’t observe.
His earsareopen, buthedoesn’t listen.

21 It pleasedYahweh, for his righteousness’
sake, to magnify the law

andmake it honorable.
22 But this is a robbed and plundered peo-

ple.
All of them are snared in holes,
and they are hidden in prisons.

They have become captives, and no one
delivers,

and a plunder, and no one says, ‘Re-
store them!’

23 Who is there among you who will give
ear to this?

Who will listen and hear for the time
to come?

24Who gave Jacob as plunder,
and Israel to the robbers?
Didn’t Yahweh, he against whom we
have sinned?

For they would not walk in his ways,
and they disobeyed his law.

25Thereforehepoured thefiercenessofhis
anger on him,

and the strength of battle.
It set him on fire all around, but he didn’t

know.
It burned him, but he didn’t take it to
heart.”

43
1But now Yahwehwho created you, Jacob,

and he who formed you, Israel, says:
“Don’t be afraid, for I have redeemed you.

I have called you by your name.
You aremine.

2When you pass through the waters, I will
be with you,

and through the rivers, they will not
overflow you.

When you walk through the fire, you will
not be burned,

and flamewill not scorch you.
3For I am Yahweh your God,

the Holy One of Israel,
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your Savior.
I have given Egypt as your ransom,

Ethiopia and Seba in your place.
4 Since you have been precious and hon-

ored inmy sight,
and I have loved you,
therefore I will give people in your
place,

and nations instead of your life.
5Don’t be afraid, for I amwith you.

I will bring your offspring from the
east,

and gather you from the west.
6 I will tell the north, ‘Give them up!’

and tell the south, ‘Don’t hold them
back!

Bringmy sons from far away,
andmydaughters from the ends of the
earth—

7 everyone who is called bymy name,
andwhom Ihave created formy glory,
whom I have formed,
yes, whom I havemade.’ ”

8Bring out theblindpeoplewhohave eyes,
and the deaf who have ears.

9Let all the nations be gathered together,
and let the peoples be assembled.

Who among them can declare this,
and show us former things?

Let them bring their witnesses, that they
may be justified,

or let them hear, and say, “That is
true.”

10 “You aremywitnesses,” says Yahweh,
“With my servant whom I have cho-
sen;

that youmay know and believeme,
and understand that I am he.

Before me there was no God formed,
neither will there be after me.

11 I myself am Yahweh.
Besides me, there is no savior.

12 I have declared, I have saved, and I have
shown,

and there was no strange god among
you.

Therefore you aremywitnesses”,
says Yahweh, “and I am God.

13Yes, since the day was, I am he.
There is no onewho can deliver out of
my hand.

I will work, and who can hinder it?”
14Yahweh, your Redeemer, theHoly One

of Israel says: “For your sake, I have sent
to Babylon, and I will bring all of them
down as fugitives, even the Chaldeans, in
the ships of their rejoicing.

15 I am Yahweh, your Holy One, the Cre-
ator of Israel, your King.”

16Yahweh, whomakes a way in the sea,
and a path in themighty waters,

17who brings out the chariot and horse,
the army and themighty man
(they lie down together, they shall not
rise;

they are extinct, they are quenched
like a wick) says:

18 “Don’t remember the former things,
and don’t consider the things of old.

19Behold, I will do a new thing.
It springs out now.
Don’t you know it?

I will evenmake a way in the wilderness,
and rivers in the desert.

20 The animals of the field, the jackals and
the ostriches, shall honorme,

because I give water in thewilderness
and rivers in the desert,

to give drink tomy people, my chosen,
21 the people which I formed for my-
self,

that theymight declare my praise.

22Yet you have not called onme, Jacob;
but youhave beenweary ofme, Israel.

23 You have not brought me any of your
sheep for burnt offerings,

neither have you honored me with
your sacrifices.

I have not burdened youwith offerings,
nor wearied you with frankincense.

24You have bought me no sweet cane with
money,

nor have you filled me with the fat of
your sacrifices,

but you have burdenedmewith your sins.
You have wearied me with your iniq-
uities.

25 I, even I, amhewho blots out your trans-
gressions for my own sake;

and I will not remember your sins.
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26Put me in remembrance.
Let us plead together.

Declare your case,
that youmay be justified.

27Your first father sinned,
and your teachers have transgressed
against me.

28 Therefore I will profane the princes of
the sanctuary;

and I will make Jacob a curse,
and Israel an insult.”

44
1Yet listen now, Jacobmy servant,

and Israel, whom I have chosen.
2This is what Yahwehwhomade you,

and formed you from the womb,
whowill help you says:

“Don’t be afraid, Jacobmy servant;
and you, Jeshurun, whom I have cho-
sen.

3 For I will pour water on him who is
thirsty,

and streams on the dry ground.
I will pourmy Spirit on your descendants,

andmy blessing on your offspring;
4and they will spring up among the grass,

as willows by the watercourses.
5Onewill say, ‘I am Yahweh’s.’

Another will be called by the name of
Jacob;

and another will write with his hand
‘to Yahweh,’

and honor the name of Israel.”
6This is what Yahweh, the King of Israel,

and his Redeemer, Yahweh of Armies,
says:

“I am the first, and I am the last;
and besides me there is no God.

7Who is like me?
Whowill call,
and will declare it,
and set it in order for me,
since I established the ancient people?

Let them declare the things that are com-
ing,

and that will happen.
8Don’t fear,

neither be afraid.
Haven’t I declared it to you long ago,

and shown it?
You aremywitnesses.

Is there a God besides me?
Indeed, there is not.

I don’t know any other Rock.”
9 Everyone who makes a carved image is

vain.
The things that they delight in will not
profit.

Their own witnesses don’t see, nor
know, that they may be disap-
pointed.

10Who has fashioned a god,
or molds an image that is profitable
for nothing?

11 Behold, all his fellows will be disap-
pointed;

and the workmen aremeremen.
Let them all be gathered together.

Let them stand up.
They will fear.
They will be put to shame together.

12The blacksmith takes an ax,
works in the coals,
fashions it with hammers,
and works it with his strong arm.

He is hungry,
and his strength fails;

he drinks no water,
and is faint.

13The carpenter stretches out a line.
Hemarks it out with a pencil.
He shapes it with planes.
Hemarks it out with compasses,
and shapes it like the figure of a man,
with the beauty of a man,
to reside in a house.

14He cuts down cedars for himself,
and takes the cypress and the oak,
and strengthens for himself one
among the trees of the forest.

He plants a cypress tree,
and the rain nourishes it.

15Then it will be for aman to burn;
and he takes some of it and warms
himself.

Yes, he burns it and bakes bread.
Yes, he makes a god andworships it;

he makes it a carved image, and falls
down to it.

16He burns part of it in the fire.
With part of it, he eats meat.
He roasts a roast and is satisfied.



Isaiah 44:17 718 Isaiah 45:5

Yes, he warms himself
and says, “Aha! I am warm. I have
seen the fire.”

17The rest of it he makes into a god,
even his engraved image.

He bows down to it and worships,
and prays to it, and says, “Deliver me,
for you aremy god!”

18 They don’t know, neither do they con-
sider,

for he has shut their eyes, that they
can’t see,

and their hearts, that they can’t under-
stand.

19No one thinks,
neither is there knowledge nor under-
standing to say,

“I have burned part of it in the fire.
Yes, I have also baked bread on its
coals.

I have roastedmeat and eaten it.
Shall Imake the rest of it into anabom-
ination?

Shall I bow down to a tree trunk?”
20He feeds on ashes.

A deceived heart has turned him
aside;

and he can’t deliver his soul,
nor say, “Isn’t there a lie in my right
hand?”

21 Remember these things, Jacob and Is-
rael,

for you aremy servant.
I have formed you.
You aremy servant.
Israel, youwill not be forgotten byme.

22 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, your
transgressions,

and, as a cloud, your sins.
Return to me, for I have redeemed
you.

23 Sing, you heavens, for Yahweh has done
it!

Shout, you lower parts of the earth!
Break out into singing, you moun-
tains, O forest, all of your trees,

for Yahweh has redeemed Jacob,
and will glorify himself in Israel.

24Yahweh, your Redeemer,

and he who formed you from the
womb says:

“I am Yahweh, whomakes all things;
who alone stretches out the heavens;
who spreads out the earth bymyself;

25who frustrates the signs of the liars,
andmakes diviners mad;

who turns wise men backward,
andmakes their knowledge foolish;

26who confirms the word of his servant,
and performs the counsel of his mes-
sengers;

who says of Jerusalem, ‘She will be inhab-
ited;’

and of the cities of Judah, ‘Theywill be
built,’

and ‘I will raise up its waste places;’
27who says to the deep, ‘Be dry,’

and ‘I will dry up your rivers,’
28who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd,

and shall perform all my pleasure,’
even saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will be
built;’

and of the temple, ‘Your foundation
will be laid.’ ”

45
1 Yahweh says to his anointed, to Cyrus,

whose right hand I have held to subdue
nations before him and strip kings of their
armor, to open the doors before him, and
the gates shall not be shut:
2 “I will go before you

andmake the rough places smooth.
I will break the doors of bronze in pieces

and cut apart the bars of iron.
3 I will give you the treasures of darkness

and hidden riches of secret places,
that youmayknowthat it is I, Yahweh,who

calls you by your name,
even the God of Israel.

4For Jacobmy servant’s sake,
and Israel my chosen,

I have called you by your name.
I have given you a title,
though you have not knownme.

5 I am Yahweh, and there is no one else.
Besides me, there is no God.

I will strengthen† you,
though you have not knownme,

† 45:5 or, equip
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6 that theymay know from the rising of the
sun,

and from the west,
that there is no one besides me.

I am Yahweh, and there is no one else.
7 I form the light

and create darkness.
I make peace

and create calamity.
I am Yahweh,

who does all these things.

8Rain, you heavens, from above,
and let the skies pour down righteous-
ness.

Let the earth open, that it may produce
salvation,

and let it cause righteousness to spring
up with it.

I, Yahweh, have created it.
9Woe to himwho strives with his Maker—

a clay pot among the clay pots of the
earth!

Shall the clay ask him who fashions it,
‘What are youmaking?’

or your work, ‘He has no hands’?
10Woe to him who says to a father, ‘What

have you become the father of?’
or to a mother, ‘What have you given
birth to?’ ”

11Yahweh, the Holy One of Israel
and his Maker says:

“You ask me about the things that are to
come, concerningmy sons,

and you commandme concerning the
work of my hands!

12 I have made the earth, and created man
on it.

I, even my hands, have stretched out
the heavens.

I have commanded all their army.
13 I have raised him up in righteousness,

and I will make all his ways straight.
He shall build my city,

and he shall let my exiles go free,
not for price nor reward,” says Yah-
weh of Armies.

14Yahweh says: “The labor of Egypt,
and themerchandise of Ethiopia,

and the Sabeans, men of stature, will
come over to you,

and they will be yours.
They will go after you.

They shall come over in chains.
They will bow down to you.

They will make supplication to you:
‘Surely God is in you; and there is no
one else.

There is no other god.
15 Most certainly you are a God who has

hidden yourself,
God of Israel, the Savior.’ ”

16They will be disappointed,
yes, confounded, all of them.
Those who are makers of idols will go
into confusion together.

17 Israel will be saved by Yahweh with an
everlasting salvation.

You will not be disappointed nor con-
founded to ages everlasting.

18For Yahwehwho created the heavens,
the God who formed the earth and
made it,

who established it and didn’t create it
a waste,

who formed it to be inhabited says:
“I am Yahweh.

There is no other.
19 I have not spoken in secret,

in a place of the land of darkness.
I didn’t say to the offspring of Jacob, ‘Seek

me in vain.’
I, Yahweh, speak righteousness.
I declare things that are right.

20 “Assemble yourselves and come.
Draw near together, you who have
escaped from the nations.

Those have no knowledge who carry the
wood of their engraved image,

and pray to a god that can’t save.
21Declare and present it.

Yes, let them take counsel together.
Who has shown this from ancient time?

Who has declared it of old?
Haven’t I, Yahweh?

There is no other God besides me, a just
God and a Savior.

There is no one besides me.
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22“Look tome, andbe saved, all the ends of
the earth;

for I am God, and there is no other.
23 I have sworn bymyself.

The word has gone out of my mouth
in righteousness, and will not be re-
voked,

that to me every knee shall bow,
every tongue shall take an oath.

24They will say of me,
‘There is righteousness and strength
only in Yahweh.’ ”

Even to himwill men come.
All those who raged against him will
be disappointed.

25All the offspring of Israelwill be justified
in Yahweh,

and will rejoice!

46
1Bel bows down.

Nebo stoops.
Their idols are carried by animals,

and on the livestock.
The things that you carried around are

heavy loads,
a burden for the weary.

2They stoop and they bow down together.
They could not deliver the burden,
but they have gone into captivity.

3 “Listen to me, house of Jacob,
and all the remnant of the house of
Israel,

that have been carried from their
birth,

that have been carried from the
womb.

4Even to old age I am he,
and even to gray hairs Iwill carry you.

I havemade, and I will bear.
Yes, I will carry, and will deliver.

5 “To whom will you compare me, and
consider my equal,

and compare me, as if we were the
same?

6 Some pour out gold from the bag,
and weigh silver in the balance.

They hire a goldsmith,
and hemakes it a god.

They fall down—
yes, they worship.

7They bear it on their shoulder.
They carry it, and set it in its place, and
it stands there.

It cannot move from its place.
Yes, onemay cry to it, yet it can not answer.

It cannot save him out of his trouble.
8 “Remember this, and show yourselves

men.
Bring it to mind again, you transgres-
sors.

9Remember the former things of old;
for I am God, and there is no other.
I am God, and there is none like me.

10 I declare the end from the beginning,
and fromancient times things that are
not yet done.

I say: My counsel will stand,
and I will do all that I please.

11 I call a ravenous bird from the east,
the man of my counsel from a far
country.

Yes, I have spoken.
I will also bring it to pass.

I have planned.
I will also do it.

12Listen to me, you stubborn-hearted,
who are far from righteousness!

13 I bringmy righteousness near.
It is not far off,
andmy salvation will not wait.

I will grant salvation to Zion,
my glory to Israel.

47
1 “Come down and sit in the dust, virgin

daughter of Babylon.
Sit on the ground without a throne,
daughter of the Chaldeans.

For youwill no longer be called tender
and delicate.

2Take themillstones and grind flour.
Remove your veil, lift up your skirt,
uncover your legs,

and wade through the rivers.
3Your nakedness will be uncovered.

Yes, your shamewill be seen.
I will take vengeance,

and will spare no one.”
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4 Our Redeemer, Yahweh of Armies is his
name,

is the Holy One of Israel.
5 “Sit in silence, and go into darkness,

daughter of the Chaldeans.
For you shall no longer be called

themistress of kingdoms.
6 I was angry withmy people.

I profanedmy inheritance
and gave them into your hand.

You showed them nomercy.
You laidaveryheavyyokeon theaged.

7You said, ‘I will be a princess forever,’
so that you didn’t lay these things to
your heart,

nor did you remember the results.
8 “Now therefore hear this, you who are

given to pleasures,
who sit securely,

who say in your heart,
‘I am, and there is no one else besides
me.

I won’t sit as a widow,
neither will I know the loss of chil-
dren.’

9But these two thingswill come to you in a
moment in one day:

the loss of children andwidowhood.
They will come on you in their full mea-

sure,
in themultitude of your sorceries,
and the great abundance of your en-
chantments.

10Foryouhave trusted inyourwickedness.
You have said, ‘No one sees me.’

Yourwisdomandyourknowledgehasper-
verted you.

You have said in your heart, ‘I am, and
there is no one else besides me.’

11Therefore disaster will come on you.
You won’t knowwhen it dawns.

Mischief will fall on you.
You won’t be able to put it away.

Desolation will come on you suddenly,
which you don’t understand.

12 “Stand nowwith your enchantments
and with the multitude of your sor-
ceries,

in which you have labored from your
youth,

as if youmight profit,
as if youmight prevail.

13You arewearied in themultitude of your
counsels.

Now let the astrologers, the stargaz-
ers, and the monthly prognostica-
tors stand up and save you from the
things that will happen to you.

14Behold, they are like stubble.
The fire will burn them.
They won’t deliver themselves from
the power of the flame.

It won’t be a coal to warm at
or a fire to sit by.

15The things thatyou labored inwill be like
this:

those who have trafficked with you
from your youth will each wander
in his ownway.

There will be no one to save you.

48
1 “Hear this, house of Jacob,

you who are called by the name of
Israel,

and have come out of the waters of
Judah.

You swear by Yahweh’s name,
andmakementionof theGodof Israel,
but not in truth, nor in righteousness—

2 for they call themselves citizens of the
holy city,

and rely on the God of Israel;
Yahweh of Armies is his name.

3 I have declared the former things fromof
old.

Yes, they went out of my mouth, and I
revealed them.

I did them suddenly, and they hap-
pened.

4Because I knew that you are obstinate,
and your neck is an iron sinew,
and your brow bronze;

5 therefore I havedeclared it to you fromof
old;

before it came to pass I showed it to
you;

lest you should say, ‘My idol has done
them.

My engraved image and my molten
image has commanded them.’

6You have heard it.
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Now see all this.
And you, won’t you declare it?

“I have shown you new things from this
time,

even hidden things, which you have
not known.

7 They are created now, and not from of
old.

Before today, you didn’t hear them,
lest you should say, ‘Behold, I knew
them.’

8Yes, you didn’t hear.
Yes, you didn’t know.
Yes, from of old your ear was not
opened,

for I knew that you dealt very treacher-
ously,

and were called a transgressor from
the womb.

9Formyname’s sake, Iwill defermyanger,
and for my praise, I hold it back for
you

so that I don’t cut you off.
10Behold, I have refined you,

but not as silver.
I have chosen you in the furnace of
affliction.

11Formy own sake,
for my own sake, I will do it;

for howwouldmy name be profaned?
I will not give my glory to another.

12 “Listen to me, O Jacob,
and Israel my called:

I am he.
I am the first.
I am also the last.

13 Yes, my hand has laid the foundation of
the earth,

and my right hand has spread out the
heavens.

when I call to them, they stand up
together.

14 “Assemble yourselves, all of you, and
hear!

Who among them has declared these
things?

He whom Yahweh loves will do what he
likes to Babylon,

and his arm will be against the
Chaldeans.

15 I, even I, have spoken.
Yes, I have called him.

I have brought him
andhe shallmakehiswayprosperous.

16 “Come near to me and hear this:

“From the beginning I have not spoken in
secret;

from the time that it happened, I was
there.”

Now the Lord Yahweh has sent me
with his Spirit.

17Yahweh,
your Redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel, says:

“I am Yahweh your God,
who teaches you to profit,
who leads you by the way that you
should go.

18 Oh that you had listened to my com-
mandments!

Then your peacewould have been like
a river

and your righteousness like thewaves
of the sea.

19 Your offspring also would have been as
the sand

and the descendants of your body like
its grains.

His name would not be cut off nor
destroyed from before me.”

20Leave Babylon!
Flee from the Chaldeans!

With the sound of joyful shouting an-
nounce this,

tell it even to the end of the earth;
say, “Yahweh has redeemed his ser-
vant Jacob!”

21 They didn’t thirst when he led them
through the deserts.

He caused thewaters to flowout of the
rock for them.

He also split the rock and the waters
gushed out.

22 “There is no peace”, says Yahweh, “for
the wicked.”

49
1Listen, islands, to me.

Listen, you peoples, from afar:
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Yahweh has calledme from the womb;
from the inside of my mother, he has
mentionedmy name.

2 He has made my mouth like a sharp
sword.

He has hiddenme in the shadowof his
hand.

He has mademe a polished shaft.
He has kept me close in his quiver.

3He said to me, “You aremy servant,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”

4But I said, “I have labored in vain.
I have spent my strength in vain for
nothing;

yet surely the justice due to me is with
Yahweh,

andmy reward withmy God.”
5 Now Yahweh, he who formed me from

the womb to be his servant,
says to bring Jacob again to him,
and to gather Israel to him,
for I am honorable in Yahweh’s eyes,
andmy God has becomemy strength.

6 Indeed, he says, “It is too light a thing that
you shouldbemyservant to raiseup
the tribes of Jacob,

and to restore the preserved of Israel.
I will also give you as a light to the nations,

that you may be my salvation to the
end of the earth.”

7 Yahweh, the Redeemer of Israel, and his
Holy One,

says to him whom man despises, to
him whom the nation abhors, to a
servant of rulers:

“Kings shall see and rise up,
princes, and they shall worship,
because of Yahweh who is faithful,
even theHolyOne of Israel, whohas
chosen you.”

8Yahweh says, “I have answered you in an
acceptable time.

I havehelpedyou in adayof salvation.
I will preserve you and give you for a

covenant of the people,
to raise up the land, to make them
inherit the desolate heritage,

9 saying to those who are bound, ‘Come
out!’;

to those who are in darkness, ‘Show
yourselves!’

“They shall feed along the paths,
and their pasture shall be on all tree-
less heights.

10They shall not hunger nor thirst;
neither shall the heat nor sun strike
them,

for he who has mercy on them will
lead them.

He will guide them by springs of wa-
ter.

11 I will make all mymountains a road,
andmy highways shall be exalted.

12Behold, these shall come from afar,
and behold, these from the north and
from the west,

and these from the land of Sinim.”
13 Sing, heavens, and be joyful, earth!

Break out into singing, mountains!
For Yahweh has comforted his people,

and will have compassion on his af-
flicted.

14But Zion said, “Yahwehhas forsakenme,
and the Lord has forgottenme.”

15 “Can a woman forget her nursing child,
that she should not have compassion
on the son of her womb?

Yes, these may forget,
yet I will not forget you!

16 Behold, I have engraved you on the
palms of my hands.

Your walls are continually before me.
17Your children hurry.

Your destroyers and those who devas-
tated you will leave you.

18Lift up your eyes all around, and see:
all these gather themselves together,
and come to you.

As I live,” says Yahweh, “you shall surely
clothe yourselfwith themall aswith
an ornament,

and dress yourself with them, like a
bride.

19 “For, as for yourwaste and your desolate
places,

and your land that has been de-
stroyed,

surely now that land will be too small for
the inhabitants,
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and those who swallowed you up will
be far away.

20 The children of your bereavement will
say in your ears,

‘This place is too small for me.
Giveme a place to live in.’

21Thenyouwill say inyourheart, ‘Whohas
conceived these for me, since I have
been bereaved of my children

and am alone, an exile, and wander-
ing back and forth?

Who has brought these up?
Behold, I was left alone. Where were
these?’ ”

22TheLordYahweh says, “Behold, Iwill lift
upmy hand to the nations,

and lift upmy banner to the peoples.
They shall bring your sons in their bosom,

andyourdaughters shall becarriedon
their shoulders.

23Kings shall be your foster fathers,
and their queens your nursing moth-
ers.

Theywill bowdown to youwith their faces
to the earth,

and lick the dust of your feet.
Then youwill know that I am Yahweh;

and those who wait for me won’t be
disappointed.”

24 Shall the plunder be taken from the
mighty,

or the lawful captives be delivered?
25 But Yahweh says, “Even the captives of

themighty shall be taken away,
and the plunder retrieved from the
fierce,

for I will contend with him who contends
with you

and I will save your children.
26 I will feed those who oppress you with

their own flesh;
and they will be drunk on their own
blood, as with sweet wine.

Then all flesh shall know that I, Yahweh,
am your Savior

and your Redeemer, theMightyOne of
Jacob.”

50
1 Yahweh says, “Where is the bill of your

mother’s divorce, with which I have
put her away?

Or towhich ofmy creditors have I sold
you?

Behold, you were sold for your iniquities,
and your mother was put away for
your transgressions.

2Why, when I came, was there no one?
When I called, why was there no one
to answer?

Is my hand shortened at all, that it can’t
redeem?

Or have I no power to deliver?
Behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea.

I make the rivers a wilderness.
Their fish stink because there is no
water, and die of thirst.

3 I clothe the heavens with blackness.
I make sackcloth their covering.”

4 The Lord Yahweh has given me the
tongue of those who are taught,

that I may know how to sustain with
words himwho is weary.

He awakensmorning bymorning,
he awakens my ear to hear as those
who are taught.

5The Lord Yahweh has openedmy ear.
I was not rebellious.
I have not turned back.

6 I gavemy back to those who beat me,
and my cheeks to those who plucked
off the hair.

I didn’t hide my face from shame and
spitting.

7For the Lord Yahwehwill help me.
Therefore I have not been con-
founded.

Therefore I have set my face like a flint,
and I know that I won’t be disap-
pointed.

8Hewho justifies me is near.
Whowill bring charges against me?

Let us stand up together.
Who is my adversary?
Let him come near to me.

9Behold, the Lord Yahwehwill help me!
Who is he whowill condemnme?

Behold, they will all grow old like a gar-
ment.

Themoths will eat them up.
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10Who among you fears Yahweh
and obeys the voice of his servant?

He whowalks in darkness
and has no light,

let him trust in Yahweh’s name,
and rely on his God.

11Behold, all you who kindle a fire,
who adorn yourselves with torches
around yourselves,

walk in the flame of your fire,
and among the torches that you have
kindled.

You will have this frommy hand:
you will lie down in sorrow.

51
1 “Listen to me, you who follow after righ-

teousness,
you who seek Yahweh.

Look to the rock you were cut from,
and to the quarry you were dug from.

2Look to Abraham your father,
and to Sarah who bore you;

for when he was but one I called him,
I blessed him,
andmade himmany.

3For Yahweh has comforted Zion.
He has comforted all herwaste places,
and has made her wilderness like
Eden,

and her desert like the garden of Yah-
weh.

Joy and gladness will be found in them,
thanksgiving, and the voice ofmelody.

4 “Listen to me, my people;
and hear me, my nation,

for a lawwill go out fromme,
and I will establish my justice for a
light to the peoples.

5My righteousness is near.
My salvation has gone out,
andmy arms will judge the peoples.

The islands will wait for me,
and they will trust my arm.

6Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;

for the heavens will vanish away like
smoke,

and the earth will wear out like a gar-
ment.

Its inhabitants will die in the sameway,
but my salvation will be forever,

andmy righteousnesswill not be abol-
ished.

7 “Listen to me, you who know righteous-
ness,

the people in whose heart is my law.
Don’t fear the reproach of men,

and don’t be dismayed at their insults.
8 For the moth will eat them up like a gar-

ment,
and the wormwill eat them like wool;

but my righteousness will be forever,
andmy salvation to all generations.”

9 Awake, awake, put on strength, arm of
Yahweh!

Awake, as in the days of old,
the generations of ancient times.

Isn’t it you who cut Rahab in pieces,
who pierced themonster?

10 Isn’t it you who dried up the sea,
the waters of the great deep;
whomade the depths of the sea a way
for the redeemed to pass over?

11Those ransomed by Yahwehwill return,
and comewith singing to Zion.
Everlasting joy shall be on their heads.

They will obtain gladness and joy.
Sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

12 “I, even I, am he who comforts you.
Who are you, that you are afraid of
manwho shall die,

and of the son of man who will be
made as grass?

13Have you forgotten Yahweh yourMaker,
who stretched out the heavens,
and laid the foundations of the earth?

Do you live in fear continually all day be-
cause of the fury of the oppressor,

when he prepares to destroy?
Where is the fury of the oppressor?

14The captive exile will speedily be freed.
He will not die and go down into the
pit.

His bread won’t fail.
15For I am Yahweh your God, who stirs up

the sea
so that its waves roar.
Yahweh of Armies is his name.

16 I have put mywords in yourmouth
and have covered you in the shadow
of my hand,
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that I may plant the heavens,
and lay the foundations of the earth,
and tell Zion, ‘You aremy people.’ ”

17Awake, awake!
Stand up, Jerusalem,
you who have drunk from Yahweh’s
hand the cup of his wrath.

You have drunken the bowl of the cup of
staggering,

and drained it.
18 There is no one to guide her among

all the sons to whom she has given
birth;

and there is no one who takes her by
the hand among all the sons whom
she has brought up.

19 These two things have happened to
you—

whowill grieve with you?—
desolation and destruction,

and famine and the sword.
How can I comfort you?

20Your sons have fainted.
They lie at the head of all the streets,
like an antelope in a net.

They are full of Yahweh’s wrath,
the rebuke of your God.

21Therefore now hear this, you afflicted,
and drunken, but not with wine:

22Your Lord Yahweh,
your God who pleads the cause of his
people, says,

“Behold, I have taken out of your hand the
cup of staggering,

even the bowl of the cup of mywrath.
You will not drink it anymore.

23 I will put it into the hand of those who
afflict you,

who have said to your soul, ‘Bow
down, that wemaywalk over you;’

and you have laid your back as the
ground,

like a street to those whowalk over.”
52

1 Awake, awake! Put on your strength,
Zion.

Put on your beautiful garments,
Jerusalem, the holy city,

for from now on the uncircumcised
and the unclean will no more come
into you.

2 Shake yourself from the dust!
Arise, sit up, Jerusalem!
Release yourself from the bonds of
your neck, captive daughter of Zion!

3ForYahweh says, “Youwere sold fornoth-
ing;

and you will be redeemed without
money.”

4For the Lord Yahweh says:
“My people went down at the first into

Egypt to live there;
and the Assyrian has oppressed them
without cause.

5 “Now therefore, what do I do here,” says
Yahweh,

“seeing thatmypeople are taken away
for nothing?

Those who rule over them mock,” says
Yahweh,

“andmyname is blasphemed continu-
ally all day long.

6 Therefore my people shall know my
name.

Therefore they shall know in that day
that I am he who speaks.

Behold, it is I.”
7How beautiful on the mountains are the

feet of himwho brings good news,
who publishes peace,
who brings good news,
who proclaims salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns!”

8Your watchmen lift up their voice.
Together they sing;
for they shall see eye to eyewhen Yah-
weh returns to Zion.

9Break out into joy!
Sing together, you waste places of
Jerusalem;

for Yahweh has comforted his people.
He has redeemed Jerusalem.

10 Yahweh has made his holy arm bare in
the eyes of all the nations.

All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God.
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11 Depart! Depart! Go out from there!
Touch no unclean thing!

Go out from among her!
Cleanse yourselves, you who carry
Yahweh’s vessels.

12For you shall not go out in haste,
neither shall you go by flight;

for Yahwehwill go before you,
and the God of Israel will be your rear
guard.

13Behold, my servant will deal wisely.
He will be exalted and lifted up,
and will be very high.

14 Just as manywere astonished at you—
his appearance was marred more
than any man, and his form more
than the sons of men—

15 so he will cleanse†many nations.
Kings will shut their mouths at him;
for they will see that which had not
been told them,

and they will understand that which
they had not heard.

53
1Who has believed ourmessage?

To whom has Yahweh’s arm been re-
vealed?

2 For he grew up before him as a tender
plant,

and as a root out of dry ground.
He has no good looks or majesty.

When we see him, there is no beauty
that we should desire him.

3Hewas despised
and rejected bymen,

a man of suffering
and acquainted with disease.

He was despised as one from whom men
hide their face;

and we didn’t respect him.

4 Surely he has borne our sickness
and carried our suffering;

yet we considered him plagued,
struck by God, and afflicted.

5 But he was pierced for our transgres-
sions.

He was crushed for our iniquities.

The punishment that brought our peace
was on him;

and by his wounds we are healed.
6All we like sheep have gone astray.

Everyone has turned to his ownway;
and Yahweh has laid on him the iniq-
uity of us all.

7Hewas oppressed,
yet when he was afflicted he didn’t
open his mouth.

As a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and as a sheep that before its shearers
is silent,

so he didn’t open his mouth.
8 He was taken away by oppression and

judgment.
As for his generation,
who considered that hewas cut off out
of the land of the living

and stricken for the disobedience of
my people?

9Theymade his grave with the wicked,
and with a richman in his death,

although he had done no violence,
nor was any deceit in his mouth.

10Yet it pleased Yahweh to bruise him.
He has caused him to suffer.

When you make his soul an offering for
sin,

he will see his offspring.
He will prolong his days

and Yahweh’s pleasurewill prosper in
his hand.

11After the suffering of his soul,
he will see the light† and be satisfied.

My righteous servant will justify many by
the knowledge of himself;

and he will bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore I will give him a portion with

the great.
He will divide the plunder with the
strong,

because he poured out his soul to death
and was counted with the transgres-
sors;

yet he bore the sins of many
and made intercession for the trans-
gressors.

† 52:15 or, sprinkle † 53:11 So read the Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint. Masoretic Text omits “the light”.
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54
1 “Sing, barren, you who didn’t give birth!

Break out into singing, and cry aloud,
you who didn’t travail with child!

For more are the children of the deso-
late than the childrenof themarried
wife,” says Yahweh.

2 “Enlarge the place of your tent,
and let themstretchout the curtains of
your habitations;

don’t spare; lengthen your cords, and
strengthen your stakes.

3For you will spread out on the right hand
and on the left;

and your offspringwill possess the na-
tions

and settle in desolate cities.
4 “Don’t be afraid, for you will not be

ashamed.
Don’t be confounded, for you will not
be disappointed.

For you will forget the shame of your
youth.

You will remember the reproach of
your widowhood nomore.

5For yourMaker is your husband; Yahweh
of Armies is his name.

The Holy One of Israel is your Re-
deemer.

He will be called the God of the whole
earth.

6 For Yahweh has called you as a wife for-
saken and grieved in spirit,

even a wife of youth, when she is cast
off,” says your God.

7 “For a smallmoment I have forsaken you,
but I will gather you with great mer-
cies.

8 In overflowing wrath I hid my face from
you for amoment,

but with everlasting loving kindness I
will have mercy on you,” says Yah-
weh your Redeemer.

9 “For this is like the waters of Noah tome;
for as I have sworn that the waters of
Noahwill nomore goover the earth,

so I have sworn that Iwill not be angry
with you, nor rebuke you.

10For themountains may depart,
and the hills be removed,

but my loving kindness will not depart
from you,

and my covenant of peace will not be
removed,”

says Yahwehwho hasmercy on you.

11 “You afflicted, tossed with storms, and
not comforted,

behold, I will set your stones in beau-
tiful colors,

and lay your foundations with sap-
phires.

12 I will make your pinnacles of rubies,
your gates of sparkling jewels,
and all your walls of precious stones.

13All your children will be taught by Yah-
weh,

and your children’s peace will be
great.

14Youwill be established in righteousness.
You will be far from oppression,
for you will not be afraid,
and far from terror,
for it shall not come near you.

15 Behold, they may gather together, but
not byme.

Whoever gathers together against you
will fall because of you.

16 “Behold, I have created the blacksmith
who fans the coals into flame,

and forges a weapon for his work;
and I have created the destroyer to
destroy.

17 No weapon that is formed against you
will prevail;

and you will condemn every tongue
that rises against you in judgment.

This is the heritage of Yahweh’s servants,
and their righteousness is ofme,” says
Yahweh.

55
1 “Hey! Come, everyone who thirsts, to the

waters!
Come, he who has no money, buy, and
eat!

Yes, come, buy wine andmilk without
money andwithout price.

2Why do you spend money for that which
is not bread,
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and your labor for that which doesn’t
satisfy?

Listen diligently to me, and eat that which
is good,

and let your soul delight itself in rich-
ness.

3Turn your ear, and come tome.
Hear, and your soul will live.
I will make an everlasting covenant
with you, even the sure mercies of
David.

4Behold, I have given him for a witness to
the peoples,

a leader and commander to the peo-
ples.

5 Behold, you shall call a nation that you
don’t know;

and a nation that didn’t know you
shall run to you,

because of Yahweh your God,
and for the Holy One of Israel;
for he has glorified you.”

6 Seek Yahwehwhile hemay be found.
Call on himwhile he is near.

7Let the wicked forsake his way,
and theunrighteousmanhis thoughts.

Lethimreturn toYahweh, andhewill have
mercy on him,

to our God, for he will freely pardon.

8 “Formy thoughts are not your thoughts,
and your ways are not my ways,” says
Yahweh.

9 “For as the heavens are higher than the
earth,

soaremywayshigher thanyourways,
andmy thoughts than your thoughts.

10Foras the raincomesdownand the snow
from the sky,

and doesn’t return there, but waters
the earth,

andmakes it grow and bud,
and gives seed to the sower and bread
to the eater;

11 so ismyword that goes out ofmymouth:
it will not return to me void,
but it will accomplish that which I
please,

and it will prosper in the thing I sent it
to do.

12For you shall go out with joy,

and be led out with peace.
Themountains and the hills will break out

before you into singing;
and all the trees of the fields will clap
their hands.

13 Instead of the thorn the cypress treewill
come up;

and insteadof thebrier themyrtle tree
will come up.

It will make a name for Yahweh,
for an everlasting sign that will not be
cut off.”

56
1Yahweh says:

“Maintain justice
and do what is right,

for my salvation is near
and my righteousness will soon be re-
vealed.

2Blessed is themanwho does this,
and the son of manwho holds it fast;

who keeps the Sabbath without profaning
it

and keeps his hand from doing any
evil.”

3 Let no foreigner who has joined himself
to Yahweh speak, saying,

“Yahwehwill surely separateme from
his people.”

Do not let the eunuch say, “Behold, I
am a dry tree.”

4 For Yahweh says, “To the eunuchs who
keepmy Sabbaths,

choose the things that please me,
and hold fast to my covenant,

5 I will give them in my house and within
my walls a memorial and a name
better thanof sonsandofdaughters.

I will give them an everlasting name
that will not be cut off.

6 Also the foreigners who join themselves
to Yahweh

to serve him,
and to love Yahweh’s name,

to be his servants,
everyonewhokeeps theSabbath frompro-

faning it,
and holds fast my covenant,

7 I will bring these to my holy mountain,
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and make them joyful in my house of
prayer.

Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted onmy altar;

for my house will be called a house of
prayer for all peoples.”

8 The Lord Yahweh, who gathers the out-
casts of Israel, says,

“I will yet gather others to him,
in addition to his own who are gath-
ered.”

9All you animals of the field,
come to devour,
all you animals in the forest.

10His watchmen are blind.
They are all without knowledge.

They are all mute dogs.
They can’t bark—
dreaming, lying down, loving to slum-
ber.

11Yes, the dogs are greedy.
They can never have enough.

They are shepherdswho can’t understand.
They have all turned to their ownway,
each one to his gain, from every quar-
ter.

12 “Come,” they say, “I will get wine,
and we will fill ourselves with strong
drink;

and tomorrowwill be as today,
great beyondmeasure.”

57
1The righteous perish,

and no one lays it to heart.
Merciful men are taken away,

and no one considers that the righ-
teous is taken away from the evil.

2He enters into peace.
They rest in their beds,
each one who walks in his upright-
ness.

3“But drawnearhere, you sons of a sorcer-
ess,

you offspring of adulterers and prosti-
tutes.

4Whom do youmock?
Against whom do you make a wide
mouth

and stick out your tongue?

Aren’t you children of disobedience
and offspring of falsehood,

5 you who inflame yourselves among the
oaks,

under every green tree;
who kill the children in the valleys,

under the clefts of the rocks?
6Among the smooth stones of the valley is

your portion.
They, they are your lot.

You have even poured a drink offering to
them.

You have offered an offering.
Shall I be appeased for these things?

7 On a high and lofty mountain you have
set your bed.

You also went up there to offer sacri-
fice.

8 You have set up your memorial behind
the doors and the posts,

for you have exposed yourself to
someone besides me,

and have gone up.
You have enlarged your bed

andmade you a covenant with them.
You loved what you saw on their bed.

9Youwent to the king with oil,
increased your perfumes,
sent your ambassadors far off,
and degraded yourself even to Sheol.†

10 You were wearied with the length of
your ways;

yet you didn’t say, ‘It is in vain.’
You found a reviving of your strength;

therefore you weren’t faint.
11 “Whom have you dreaded and feared,

so that you lie,
and have not remembered me, nor
laid it to your heart?

Haven’t I held my peace for a long time,
and you don’t fear me?

12 I will declare your righteousness;
and as for your works, they will not
benefit you.

13When you cry,
let those whom you have gathered de-
liver you,

but the wind will take them.
A breath will carry them all away,

† 57:9 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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but he who takes refuge inmewill possess
the land,

and will inherit my holy mountain.”
14He will say, “Build up, build up, prepare

the way!
Remove the stumbling-blockout of the
way of my people.”

15 For the high and lofty One who inhabits
eternity,

whose name is Holy, says:
“I dwell in the high and holy place, with

him also who is of a contrite and
humble spirit,

to revive the spirit of the humble,
and to revive the heart of the contrite.

16 For I will not contend forever, neither
will I always be angry;

for the spirit would faint before me,
and the souls whom I havemade.

17 Iwas angry because of the iniquity of his
covetousness and struck him.

I hid myself and was angry;
and hewent on backsliding in theway
of his heart.

18 I have seen his ways, and will heal him.
I will lead him also,
and restore comforts to him and to his
mourners.

19 I create the fruit of the lips:
Peace, peace, to himwho is far off and
to himwho is near,”

says Yahweh; “and I will heal them.”
20But the wicked are like the troubled sea;

for it can’t rest and its waters cast up
mire andmud.

21 “There is no peace”, says my God,
“for the wicked.”

58
1 “Cry aloud! Don’t spare!

Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Declare to my people their disobedience,

and to the house of Jacob their sins.
2Yet they seekme daily,

and delight to knowmyways.
As a nation that did righteousness,

and didn’t forsake the ordinance of
their God,

they ask of me righteous judgments.
They delight to draw near to God.

3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you
don’t see?

Why have we afflicted our soul, and
you don’t notice?’

“Behold, in the day of your fast you find
pleasure,

and oppress all your laborers.
4Behold, you fast for strife and contention,

and to strike with the fist of wicked-
ness.

You don’t fast today so as tomake your
voice to be heard on high.

5 Is this the fast that I have chosen?
A day for aman to humble his soul?

Is it to bow down his head like a reed,
and to spread sackcloth and ashes un-
der himself?

Will you call this a fast,
and an acceptable day to Yahweh?

6 “Isn’t this the fast that I have chosen:
to release the bonds of wickedness,
to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and that you break every yoke?

7 Isn’t it to distribute your bread to the
hungry,

and that you bring the poor who are
cast out to your house?

When you see the naked,
that you cover him;
and that you not hide yourself from
your own flesh?

8 Then your light will break out as the
morning,

and your healing will appear quickly;
then your righteousness shall go before

you,
and Yahweh’s glory will be your rear
guard.

9 Then you will call, and Yahweh will an-
swer.

You will cry for help, and he will say,
‘Here I am.’

“If you take away from among you the
yoke,

finger pointing,
and speaking wickedly;

10 and if you pour out your soul to the
hungry,

and satisfy the afflicted soul,
then your light will rise in darkness,
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andyourobscuritywill beas thenoon-
day;

11and Yahwehwill guide you continually,
satisfy your soul in dry places,
andmake your bones strong.

You will be like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water
whose waters don’t fail.

12 Those who will be of you will build the
old waste places.

You will raise up the foundations of
many generations.

You will be called Repairer of the Breach,
Restorer of Paths with Dwellings.

13 “If you turn away your foot from the
Sabbath,

from doing your pleasure on my holy
day,

and call the Sabbath a delight,
and the holy of Yahweh honorable,
and honor it,
not doing your ownways,
nor finding your own pleasure,
nor speaking your ownwords,

14 thenyouwill delight yourself inYahweh,
and Iwillmake you to ride on the high
places of the earth,

and Iwill feed youwith the heritage of
Jacob your father;”

for Yahweh’s mouth has spoken it.

59
1 Behold, Yahweh’s hand is not shortened,

that it can’t save;
nor his ear dull, that it can’t hear.

2 But your iniquities have separated you
and your God,

and your sins have hidden his face
from you,

so that he will not hear.
3For your hands are defiled with blood,

and your fingers with iniquity.
Your lips have spoken lies.

Your tonguemutters wickedness.
4No one sues in righteousness,

and no one pleads in truth.
They trust in vanity

and speak lies.
They conceive mischief

and give birth to iniquity.

5They hatch adders’ eggs
and weave the spider’s web.

He who eats of their eggs dies;
and that which is crushed breaks out
into a viper.

6Their webs won’t become garments.
They won’t cover themselves with
their works.

Their works are works of iniquity,
and acts of violence are in their hands.

7Their feet run to evil,
and they hurry to shed innocent
blood.

Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity.
Desolation and destruction are in
their paths.

8They don’t know the way of peace;
and there is no justice in their ways.

They have made crooked paths for them-
selves;

whoever goes in them doesn’t know
peace.

9Therefore justice is far from us,
and righteousness doesn’t overtake
us.

We look for light, but see darkness;
for brightness, but we walk in obscu-
rity.

10We grope for the wall like the blind.
Yes, we grope as those who have no
eyes.

We stumble at noon as if it were twilight.
Among those who are strong, we are
like deadmen.

11We all roar like bears
andmoan sadly like doves.

We look for justice, but there is none,
for salvation, but it is far off from us.

12 For our transgressions are multiplied
before you,

and our sins testify against us;
for our transgressions are with us,

and as for our iniquities, we know
them:

13 transgressing and denying Yahweh,
and turning away from following our
God,

speaking oppression and revolt,
conceiving and uttering from the
heart words of falsehood.

14 Justice is turned away backward,
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and righteousness stands far away;
for truth has fallen in the street,

and uprightness can’t enter.
15Yes, truth is lacking;

and he who departs from evil makes
himself a prey.

Yahweh saw it,
and it displeased him that there was
no justice.

16He saw that there was noman,
andwondered that therewasno inter-
cessor.

Therefore his own arm brought salvation
to him;

and his righteousness sustained him.
17Heput on righteousness as abreastplate,

and a helmet of salvation on his head.
Heputongarments of vengeance for cloth-

ing,
and was clad with zeal as a mantle.

18According to their deeds,
he will repay as appropriate:
wrath to his adversaries,
recompense to his enemies.
He will repay the islands their due.

19 So they will fear Yahweh’s name from
the west,

and his glory from the rising of the
sun;

for he will come as a rushing stream,
which Yahweh’s breath drives.

20 “A Redeemer will come to Zion,
and to those who turn from disobedi-
ence in Jacob,” says Yahweh.

21 “As for me, this is my covenant with
them,” says Yahweh. “My Spirit who is
on you, and my words which I have put
in your mouth shall not depart out of
your mouth, nor out of the mouth of your
offspring, nor out of the mouth of your
offspring’s offspring,” says Yahweh, “from
now on and forever.”

60
1 “Arise, shine; for your light has come,

and Yahweh’s glory has risen on you!
2For behold, darknesswill cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;
but Yahwehwill arise on you,

and his glory shall be seen on you.
3Nations will come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your
rising.

4 “Lift up your eyes all around, and see:
they all gather themselves together.
They come to you.

Your sons will come from far away,
and your daughters will be carried in
arms.

5Then you shall see and be radiant,
and your heart will thrill and be en-
larged;

because the abundance of the sea will be
turned to you.

The wealth of the nations will come to
you.

6Amultitude of camels will cover you,
thedromedariesofMidianandEphah.

All from Sheba will come.
Theywill bringgoldand frankincense,
and will proclaim the praises of Yah-
weh.

7 All the flocks of Kedar will be gathered
together to you.

The rams of Nebaioth will serve you.
They will be accepted as offerings on my

altar;
and I will beautify my glorious house.

8 “Who are these who fly as a cloud,
and as the doves to their windows?

9 Surely the islands will wait for me,
and the ships of Tarshish first,

to bring your sons from far away,
their silver and their gold with them,

for the name of Yahweh your God,
and for the Holy One of Israel,
because he has glorified you.

10 “Foreigners will build up your walls,
and their kings will serve you;

for in mywrath I struck you,
but in my favor I have had mercy on
you.

11 Your gates also shall be open continu-
ally; they shall not be shut day nor
night, that men may bring to you
the wealth of the nations, and their
kings led captive.

12 For that nation and kingdom that will
not serveyou shall perish; yes, those
nations shall be utterly wasted.
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13 “The glory of Lebanon shall come to you,
the cypress tree, the pine, and the
box tree together, to beautify the
place of my sanctuary; and I will
make the place of my feet glorious.

14 The sons of those who afflicted you will
come bowing to you;

and all those who despised you will
bow themselves downat the soles of
your feet.

They will call you Yahweh’s City,
the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

15 “Whereas you have been forsaken and
hated,

so that no one passed through you,
I will make you an eternal excellency,

a joy of many generations.
16 You will also drink the milk of the na-

tions,
and will nurse from royal breasts.

Then you will know that I, Yahweh, am
your Savior,

your Redeemer,
the Mighty One of Jacob.

17For bronze I will bring gold;
for iron I will bring silver;
for wood, bronze,
and for stones, iron.

I will also make peace your governor,
and righteousness your ruler.

18Violence shall no more be heard in your
land,

nor desolation or destruction within
your borders;

but you will call your walls Salvation,
and your gates Praise.

19 The sun will be no more your light by
day,

nor will the brightness of the moon
give light to you,

but Yahwehwill be your everlasting light,
and your Godwill be your glory.

20Your sun will not go down anymore,
nor will yourmoonwithdraw itself;

for Yahwehwill be your everlasting light,
and the days of your mourning will
end.

21Then your people will all be righteous.
They will inherit the land forever,

the branch of my planting,
the work of my hands,
that I may be glorified.

22The little one will become a thousand,
and the small one a strong nation.
I, Yahweh, will do this quickly in its
time.”

61
1The Lord Yahweh’s Spirit is onme,

because Yahweh has anointed me to
preach good news to the humble.

He has sent me to bind up the broken
hearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives
and release to those who are bound,†

2 to proclaim the year of Yahweh’s favor
and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all whomourn,

3 to provide for those whomourn in Zion,
to give to them a garland for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness,

that they may be called trees of righteous-
ness,

the planting of Yahweh,
that hemay be glorified.

4They will rebuild the old ruins.
They will raise up the former devas-
tated places.

They will repair the ruined cities
that have been devastated for many
generations.

5Strangerswill stand and feed your flocks.
Foreigners will work your fields and
your vineyards.

6But you will be called Yahweh’s priests.
Men will call you the servants of our
God.

You will eat the wealth of the nations.
You will boast in their glory.

7 Instead of your shame youwill have dou-
ble.

Instead of dishonor, they will rejoice
in their portion.

Therefore in their land they will possess
double.

Everlasting joy will be to them.
8 “For I, Yahweh, love justice.

† 61:1 LXX and DSS add: recovery of sight to the blind
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I hate robbery and iniquity.
I will give them their reward in truth

and I will make an everlasting
covenant with them.

9Their offspring will be known among the
nations,

and their offspring among the peo-
ples.

All who see themwill acknowledge them,
that they are the offspring which Yah-
weh has blessed.”

10 I will greatly rejoice in Yahweh!
My soul will be joyful in my God,

for he has clothedmewith the garments of
salvation.

He has covered me with the robe of
righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself with a
garland

and as a bride adorns herself with her
jewels.

11For as the earth produces its bud,
and as the garden causes the things
that are sown in it to spring up,

so the Lord Yahweh will cause righ-
teousness and praise to spring up
before all the nations.

62
1For Zion’s sake I will not holdmy peace,

and for Jerusalem’s sake Iwill not rest,
until her righteousness shines out like the

dawn,
and her salvation like a burning lamp.

2The nations will see your righteousness,
and all kings your glory.

You will be called by a new name,
which Yahweh’s mouth will name.

3 You will also be a crown of beauty in
Yahweh’s hand,

and a royal diadem in your God’s
hand.

4Youwill not be called Forsaken anymore,
nor will your land be called Desolate
anymore;

but you will be called Hephzibah,†
and your land Beulah;‡

for Yahweh delights in you,
and your land will be married.

5For as a youngmanmarries a virgin,

so your sons will marry you.
As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,

so your Godwill rejoice over you.

6 I have set watchmen on your walls,
Jerusalem.

Theywillneverbesilentdaynornight.
You who call on Yahweh, take no rest,

7 and give him no rest until he estab-
lishes,

and until hemakes Jerusalem a praise
in the earth.

8Yahweh has sworn by his right hand,
and by the arm of his strength,

“Surely Iwill nomore give your grain to be
food for your enemies,

and foreigners will not drink your
new wine, for which you have la-
bored,

9 but those who have harvested it will eat
it, and praise Yahweh.

Those who have gathered it will drink
it in the courts of my sanctuary.”

10Go through, go through the gates!
Prepare the way of the people!

Build up, build up the highway!
Gather out the stones!
Lift up a banner for the peoples.

11 Behold, Yahweh has proclaimed to the
end of the earth:

“Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your salvation comes!

Behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him!’ ”

12They will call them “The Holy People,
Yahweh’s Redeemed”.

You will be called “Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken”.

63
1Who is this who comes from Edom,

with dyed garments from Bozrah?
Who is this who is glorious in his clothing,

marching in the greatness of his
strength?

“It is I who speak in righteousness,
mighty to save.”

2Why is your clothing red,
† 62:4Hephzibahmeans “I delight in her”. ‡ 62:4 Beulahmeans “married”
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and your garments like him who
treads in the wine vat?

3 “I have trodden the wine press alone.
Of the peoples, no one was withme.

Yes, I trod them inmy anger
and trampled them inmywrath.

Their lifeblood is sprinkled on my gar-
ments,

and I have stained all my clothing.
4For thedayof vengeancewas inmyheart,

and the year of my redeemed has
come.

5 I looked, and there was no one to help;
and I wondered that there was no one
to uphold.

Therefore my own arm brought salvation
to me.

My ownwrath upheldme.
6 I trod down the peoples in my anger

andmade them drunk inmywrath.
I poured their lifeblood out on the
earth.”

7 I will tell of the loving kindnesses of Yah-
weh

and the praises of Yahweh,
according to all that Yahwehhas given
to us,

and the great goodness toward the house
of Israel,

which he has given to them according
to his mercies,

and according to the multitude of his
loving kindnesses.

8For he said, “Surely, they aremy people,
children whowill not deal falsely;”
so he became their Savior.

9 In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved
them.

In his love and in his pity he redeemed
them.

He bore them,
and carried them all the days of old.

10But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit.

Therefore he turned and became their en-
emy,

and he himself fought against them.
11Then he remembered the days of old,

Moses and his people, saying,

“Where is he who brought them up out
of the sea with the shepherds of his
flock?

Where is he who put his Holy Spirit
among them?”

12 Who caused his glorious arm to be at
Moses’ right hand?

Who divided the waters before them,
to make himself an everlasting
name?

13Who led them through the depths,
like a horse in the wilderness,
so that they didn’t stumble?

14 As the livestock that go down into the
valley,

Yahweh’s Spirit caused them to rest.
So you led your people to make your-
self a glorious name.

15Look down from heaven,
and see from the habitation of your
holiness and of your glory.

Whereare your zeal andyourmighty acts?
The yearning of your heart and your
compassion is restrained toward
me.

16For you are our Father,
though Abraham doesn’t know us,
and Israel does not acknowledge us.

You, Yahweh, are our Father.
Our Redeemer from everlasting is
your name.

17O Yahweh, why do you make us wander
from your ways,

and harden our heart from your fear?
Return for your servants’ sake,

the tribes of your inheritance.
18Your holy people possessed it but a little

while.
Our adversaries have trodden down
your sanctuary.

19We have become like those over whom
you never ruled,

like thosewhowere not called by your
name.

64
1Oh that you would tear the heavens,

that you would come down,
that the mountains might quake at
your presence—

2as when fire kindles the brushwood,
and the fire causes the water to boil.



Isaiah 64:3 737 Isaiah 65:10

Make your name known to your adver-
saries,

that the nations may tremble at your
presence!

3When you did awesome things which we
didn’t look for,

you came down, and the mountains
quaked at your presence.

4For from of old men have not heard,
nor perceived by the ear,
norhas theeyeseenaGodbesidesyou,
whoworks for himwhowaits for him.

5Youmeet himwho rejoices anddoes righ-
teousness,

those who remember you in your
ways.

Behold, you were angry, and we sinned.
We have been in sin for a long time.
Shall we be saved?

6 For we have all become like one who is
unclean,

and all our righteousness is like a pol-
luted garment.

We all fade like a leaf;
and our iniquities, like the wind, take
us away.

7There is no one who calls on your name,
who stirs himself up to take hold of
you;

for you have hidden your face from us,
and have consumed us by means of
our iniquities.

8But now, Yahweh, you are our Father.
We are the clay and you our potter.
We all are the work of your hand.

9Don’t be furious, Yahweh.
Don’t remember iniquity forever.

Look and see, we beg you,
we are all your people.

10 Your holy cities have become a wilder-
ness.

Zion has become a wilderness,
Jerusalem a desolation.

11Our holy and our beautiful housewhere
our fathers praised you

is burned with fire.
All our pleasant places are laid waste.

12 Will you hold yourself back for these
things, Yahweh?

Will you keep silent and punish us
very severely?

65
1 “I am inquired of by thosewho didn’t ask.

I am found by those who didn’t seek
me.

I said, ‘Seeme, seeme,’ to a nation that
was not called bymy name.

2 I have spread out my hands all day to a
rebellious people,

who walk in a way that is not good,
after their own thoughts;

3 a people who provoke me to my face
continually,

sacrificing in gardens,
and burning incense on bricks;

4who sit among the graves,
and spend nights in secret places;

who eat pig’s meat,
and broth of abominable things is in
their vessels;

5who say, ‘Stay by yourself,
don’t come near to me,
for I am holier than you.’

These are smoke inmy nose,
a fire that burns all day.

6 “Behold, it is written before me:
I will not keep silence,
but will repay,
yes, I will repay into their bosom

7 your own iniquities and the iniquities
of your fathers together”, says Yah-
weh,

“who have burned incense on the
mountains,

and blasphemedme on the hills.
Therefore I will first measure their
work into their bosom.”

8Yahweh says,
“As the newwine is found in the cluster,

and one says, ‘Don’t destroy it, for a
blessing is in it:’

so I will do for my servants’ sake,
that I may not destroy them all.

9 I will bring offspring out of Jacob,
and out of Judah an inheritor of my
mountains.

My chosen will inherit it,
andmy servants will dwell there.

10 Sharon will be a fold of flocks,
and the valley of Achor a place for
herds to lie down in,
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for my people who have sought me.

11 “But you who forsake Yahweh,
who forget my holy mountain,
who prepare a table for Fortune,
andwhofill upmixedwine toDestiny;

12 I will destine you to the sword,
and you will all bow down to the
slaughter;

because when I called, you didn’t answer.
When I spoke, you didn’t listen;

but you did thatwhichwas evil inmy eyes,
and chose that in which I didn’t de-
light.”

13Therefore the Lord Yahweh says,
“Behold, my servants will eat,

but you will be hungry;
behold, my servants will drink,

but you will be thirsty.
Behold, my servants will rejoice,

but you will be disappointed.
14 Behold, my servants will sing for joy of

heart,
but you will cry for sorrow of heart,
and will wail for anguish of spirit.

15 You will leave your name for a curse to
my chosen,

and the Lord Yahwehwill kill you.
He will call his servants by another name,

16 so that hewho blesses himself in the
earthwill bless himself in theGod of
truth;

and he who swears in the earth will
swear by the God of truth;

because the former troubles are forgotten,
and because they are hidden frommy
eyes.

17 “For, behold, I create new heavens and a
new earth;

and the former things will not be re-
membered,

nor come into mind.
18 But be glad and rejoice forever in that

which I create;
for, behold, I create Jerusalem to be a
delight,

and her people a joy.
19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem,

and delight in my people;

and the voice of weeping and the voice of
crying

will be heard in her nomore.
20 “No more will there be an infant who

only lives a few days,
nor an old man who has not filled his
days;

for the child will die one hundred years
old,

and the sinner being one hundred
years old will be accursed.

21Theywill buildhouses and inhabit them.
Theywill plantvineyardsandeat their
fruit.

22They will not build and another inhabit.
They will not plant and another eat;

for the days of my people will be like the
days of a tree,

and my chosen will long enjoy the
work of their hands.

23They will not labor in vain
nor give birth for calamity;

for they are the offspring of Yahweh’s
blessed

and their descendants with them.
24 It will happen that before they call, I will

answer;
and while they are yet speaking, I will
hear.

25Thewolf and the lambwill feed together.
The lion will eat straw like the ox.
Dust will be the serpent’s food.

They will not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain,”

says Yahweh.

66
1Yahweh says:

“Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my
footstool.

What kind of house will you build to
me?

Where will I rest?
2Formy hand hasmade all these things,

and so all these things came to be,”
says Yahweh:

“but I will look to this man,
even to he who is poor and of a con-
trite spirit,

and who trembles at myword.
3 He who kills an ox is as he who kills a

man;
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he who sacrifices a lamb, as he who
breaks a dog’s neck;

he who offers an offering, as he who
offers pig’s blood;

hewhoburns frankincense, as hewho
blesses an idol.

Yes, they have chosen their ownways,
and their soul delights in their abomi-
nations.

4 I also will choose their delusions,
and will bring their fears on them,

because when I called, no one answered;
when I spoke, they didn’t listen,

but theydid thatwhichwasevil inmyeyes,
and chose that in which I didn’t de-
light.”

5Hear Yahweh’s word,
you who tremble at his word:

“Your brothers who hate you,
who cast you out for my name’s sake,
have said,

‘Let Yahweh be glorified,
that wemay see your joy;’
but it is those who shall be disap-
pointed.

6A voice of tumult from the city,
a voice from the temple,
a voice of Yahweh that repays his ene-
mies what they deserve.

7 “Before she travailed, she gave birth.
Before her pain came, she delivered a
son.

8Who has heard of such a thing?
Who has seen such things?

Shall a land be born in one day?
Shall a nation be born at once?

For as soon as Zion travailed,
she gave birth to her children.

9Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to
be delivered?” says Yahweh.

“Shall I who cause to give birth shut
the womb?” says your God.

10 “Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for
her, all you who love her.

Rejoice for joy with her, all you who
mourn over her;

11 that you may nurse and be satisfied at
the comforting breasts;

that youmay drink deeply,

and be delighted with the abundance
of her glory.”

12 For Yahweh says, “Behold, I will extend
peace to her like a river,

and the glory of the nations like an
overflowing stream,

and youwill nurse.
You will be carried on her side,

and will be dandled on her knees.
13As one whom his mother comforts,

so I will comfort you.
You will be comforted in Jerusalem.”

14 You will see it, and your heart shall re-
joice,

and your bones will flourish like the
tender grass.

Yahweh’s hand will be known among his
servants;

and he will have indignation against
his enemies.

15For, behold, Yahwehwill comewith fire,
and his chariots will be like the whirl-
wind;

to give his anger with fierceness,
and his rebuke with flames of fire.

16 For Yahweh will execute judgment by
fire and by his sword on all flesh;

and those slain by Yahweh will be
many.

17 “Those who sanctify themselves and
purify themselves to go to the gardens,
following one in the middle, eating pig’s
meat, abominable things, and the mouse,
they shall come to an end together,” says
Yahweh.

18 “For I know their works and their
thoughts. The time comes that Iwill gather
all nations and languages, and they will
come, and will see my glory.

19“Iwill set a signamong them, and Iwill
send those who escape of them to the na-
tions, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw
the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to far-away
islands, who have not heard my fame, nor
have seenmy glory; and they shall declare
my glory among the nations.

20 They shall bring all your brothers out
of all the nations for an offering to Yah-
weh, on horses, in chariots, in litters, on
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mules, and on camels, to my holy moun-
tain Jerusalem, says Yahweh, as the chil-
drenof Israelbring theiroffering inaclean
vessel into Yahweh’s house.

21 Of them I will also select priests and
Levites,” says Yahweh.

22 “For as the new heavens and the new
earth, which I will make, shall remain be-
fore me,” says Yahweh, “so your offspring
and your name shall remain.

23 It shall happen that from one new
moon to another, and from one Sabbath
to another, all flesh will come to worship
before me,” says Yahweh.

24 “Theywill go out, and look at the dead
bodies of the men who have transgressed
againstme; for theirwormwill notdie, nor
will their fire be quenched, and they will
be loathsome to all mankind.”



Jeremiah 1:1 741 Jeremiah 2:4

The Book of
Jeremiah

1 The words of Jeremiah the son of
Hilkiah, one of the priests who were in
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin.

2 Yahweh’s† word came to him in the
days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of
Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.

3 It camealso in thedaysof Jehoiakimthe
son of Josiah, king of Judah, to the end of
the eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of
Josiah, king of Judah, to the carrying away
of Jerusalem captive in the fifthmonth.

4 Now Yahweh’s word came to me, say-
ing,
5“Before I formedyou in thewomb, I knew

you.
Beforeyouwereborn, I sanctifiedyou.
I have appointed you a prophet to the
nations.”

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord‡ Yahweh! Be-
hold,§ I don’t know how to speak; for I am
a child.”

7 But Yahweh said to me, “Don’t say, ‘I
am a child;’ for you must go to whomever
I send you, and you must say whatever I
command you.

8 Don’t be afraid because of them, for I
amwith you to rescue you,” says Yahweh.

9 Then Yahweh stretched out his hand
and touchedmymouth. ThenYahweh said
to me, “Behold, I have put my words in
yourmouth.

10 Behold, I have today set you over the
nations and over the kingdoms, to uproot
and to tear down, to destroy and to over-
throw, to build and to plant.”

11Moreover Yahweh’s word came tome,
saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?”
I said, “I see a branch of an almond tree.”
12 Then Yahweh said to me, “You have

seen well; for I watch over my word to
perform it.”

13Yahweh’sword came tome the second
time, saying, “What do you see?”

I said, “I see a boiling cauldron; and it is
tipping away from the north.”

14 Then Yahweh said to me, “Out of the
north, evil will break out on all the inhabi-
tants of the land.

15For behold, Iwill call all the families of
the kingdoms of the north,” says Yahweh.
“They will come, and they will each set his

throneat the entranceof the gates of
Jerusalem,

andagainst all itswalls all around, and
against all the cities of Judah.

16 I will utter my judgments against them
concerning all their wickedness,

in that they have forsakenme,
and have burned incense to other
gods,

andworshiped theworks of their own
hands.

17 “You therefore put your belt on your
waist, arise, and say to them all that I
commandyou. Don’t be dismayed at them,
lest I dismay you before them.

18 For behold, I have made you today a
fortified city, an iron pillar, and bronze
walls against the whole land—against the
kings of Judah, against its princes, against
its priests, and against the people of the
land.

19 They will fight against you, but they
will not prevail against you; for I am with
you”, says Yahweh, “to rescue you.”

2
1Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Go and proclaim in the ears of

Jerusalem, saying, ‘Yahweh says,
“I remember for you the kindness of your

youth,
your love as a bride,

how youwent after me in the wilderness,
in a land that was not sown.

3 Israel was holiness to Yahweh,
the first fruits of his increase.

All who devour himwill be held guilty.
Evil will come on them,” ’ says Yah-
weh.”

4Hear Yahweh’s word, O house of Jacob,
and all the families of the house of Israel!

† 1:2 “Yahweh” is God’s properName, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:6Theword
translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” § 1:6 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is
often used as an interjection.



Jeremiah 2:5 742 Jeremiah 2:24

5Yahweh says,
“What unrighteousness have your fathers

found inme,
that they have gone far fromme,

and have walked after worthless vanity,
and have becomeworthless?

6 They didn’t say, ‘Where is Yahweh who
brought us up out of the land of
Egypt,

who led us through the wilderness,
through a land of deserts and of pits,
through a land of drought and of the
shadow of death,

through a land that no one passed
through,

and where noman lived?’
7 I brought you into a plentiful land

to eat its fruit and its goodness;
but when you entered, you defiled my

land,
and made my heritage an abomina-
tion.

8The priests didn’t say, ‘Where is Yahweh?’
and those who handle the law didn’t
knowme.

The rulers also transgressed against me,
and the prophets prophesied by Baal
and followed things that do not profit.

9 “Therefore I will yet contend with you,”
says Yahweh,

“and I will contend with your chil-
dren’s children.

10Forpassover to the islandsofKittim, and
see.

Send to Kedar, and consider diligently,
and see if there has been such a thing.

11Has a nation changed its gods,
which really are no gods?
But my people have changed their
glory for that which doesn’t profit.

12 “Be astonished, you heavens, at this
and be horribly afraid.
Be very desolate,” says Yahweh.

13 “For my people have committed two
evils:

they have forsaken me, the spring of
living waters,

and cut out cisterns for themselves:
broken cisterns that can’t hold wa-
ter.

14 Is Israel a slave?

Is he born into slavery?
Why has he become a captive?

15The young lions have roared at him and
raised their voices.

They havemade his land waste.
His cities are burned up, without in-
habitant.

16 The children also of Memphis and
Tahpanhes have broken the crown
of your head.

17 “Haven’t you brought this on yourself,
in that you have forsaken Yahweh
your God,† when he led you by the
way?

18Nowwhat do you gain by going to Egypt,
to drink the waters of the Shihor?

Or why do you go on the way to As-
syria, to drink the waters of the
River?‡

19 “Your ownwickedness will correct you,
and your backsliding will rebuke you.

Know therefore and see that it is an evil
and bitter thing,

that you have forsaken Yahweh your
God,

and thatmy fear isnot inyou,” says the
Lord, Yahweh of Armies.

20 “For long ago I broke off your yoke,
and burst your bonds.

You said, ‘I will not serve;’
for on every high hill and under every
green tree you bowed yourself,

playing the prostitute.
21Yet I had planted you a noble vine,

a pure and faithful seed.
How thenhave you turned into the de-
generate branches of a foreign vine
to me?

22For though youwash yourself with lye,
and usemuch soap,
yet your iniquity is marked before
me,” says the Lord Yahweh.

23 “How can you say, ‘I am not defiled.
I have not gone after the Baals’?

See your way in the valley.
Knowwhat you have done.

You are a swift dromedary traversing her
ways,

24 a wild donkey used to the wilderness,
that sniffs the wind in her craving.

† 2:17 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 2:18 i.e., the Euphrates River
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When she is in heat, who can turn her
away?

All those who seek her will not weary
themselves. In her month, they will
find her.

25 “Keep your feet from being bare,
and your throat from thirst.

But you said, ‘It is in vain.
No, for I have loved strangers,
and I will go after them.’

26As the thief is ashamedwhenhe is found,
so the house of Israel is ashamed—
they, their kings, their princes, their
priests, and their prophets,

27who tell wood, ‘You aremy father,’
and a stone, ‘You have given birth to
me,’

for they have turned their back to me,
and not their face,
but in the time of their trouble they
will say, ‘Arise, and save us!’

28 “But where are your gods that you have
made for yourselves?

Let them arise, if they can save you in
the time of your trouble,

for youhave asmanygods as youhave
towns, O Judah.

29 “Whywill you contend withme?
You all have transgressed againstme,”
says Yahweh.

30 “I have struck your children in vain.
They received no correction.

Your own sword has devoured your
prophets,

like a destroying lion.
31Generation, consider Yahweh’s word.

Have I been a wilderness to Israel?
Or a land of thick darkness?

Why do my people say, ‘We have broken
loose.

Wewill come to you nomore’?
32 “Can a virgin forget her ornaments,

or a bride her attire?
Yet my people have forgotten me for
days without number.

33How well you prepare your way to seek
love!

Therefore you have even taught the
wicked women your ways.

34 Also the blood of the souls of the inno-
cent poor is found in your skirts.

You didn’t find them breaking in,

but it is because of all these things.
35 “Yet you said, ‘I am innocent.

Surely his anger has turned away
fromme.’

“Behold, I will judge you,
because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’

36Why do you go about somuch to change
your ways?

You will be ashamed of Egypt also,
as you were ashamed of Assyria.

37 You will also leave that place with your
hands on your head;

for Yahweh has rejected those in
whom you trust,

and you won’t prosper with them.

3
1 “They say, ‘If a man puts away his

wife, and she goes from him, and becomes
another man’s, should he return to her
again?’ Wouldn’t that land be greatly pol-
luted? But you have played the prostitute
withmany lovers; yet return again tome,”
says Yahweh.

2 “Lift up your eyes to the bare heights,
and see! Where have you not been lain
with? You have satwaiting for themby the
road, as an Arabian in the wilderness. You
have polluted the land with your prostitu-
tion andwith your wickedness.

3Therefore the showers have beenwith-
held and there has been no latter rain; yet
you have had a prostitute’s forehead and
you refused to be ashamed.

4 Will you not from this time cry to
me, ‘My Father, you are the guide of my
youth!’?

5 “ ‘Will he retain his anger forever? Will
he keep it to the end?’ Behold, you have
spoken and have done evil things, and
have had your way.”

6 Moreover, Yahweh said to me in the
daysof Josiah theking, “Haveyouseen that
which backsliding Israel has done? She
has gone up on every high mountain and
under every green tree, andhas played the
prostitute there.

7 I said after she had done all these
things, ‘She will return to me;’ but she
didn’t return, and her treacherous sister
Judah saw it.
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8 I saw when, for this very cause, that
backsliding Israel had committed adul-
tery, I had put her away and given her
a certificate of divorce, yet treacherous
Judah, her sister, had no fear, but she also
went and played the prostitute.

9 Because she took her prostitution
lightly, the land was polluted, and she
committed adultery with stones and with
wood.

10 Yet for all this her treacherous sister,
Judah, has not returned to me with her
whole heart, but only in pretense,” says
Yahweh.

11Yahweh said tome, “Backsliding Israel
has shown herself more righteous than
treacherous Judah.

12Go, and proclaim these words toward
the north, and say, ‘Return, you backslid-
ing Israel,’ says Yahweh; ‘I will not look
in anger on you, for I am merciful,’ says
Yahweh. ‘I will not keep anger forever.

13 Only acknowledge your iniquity, that
you have transgressed against Yahweh
your God, and have scattered your ways
to the strangers under every green tree,
and you have not obeyed my voice,’ ” says
Yahweh.

14 “Return, backsliding children,” says
Yahweh, “for I am a husband to you. I will
take one of you from a city, and two from a
family, and I will bring you to Zion.

15 I will give you shepherds according to
my heart, who will feed you with knowl-
edge and understanding.

16 Itwill come topass,whenyouaremul-
tiplied and increased in the land in those
days,” says Yahweh, “they will no longer
say, ‘the ark of Yahweh’s covenant!’ It will
not come to mind. They won’t remember
it. They won’t miss it, nor will another be
made.

17 At that time they will call Jerusalem
‘Yahweh’s Throne;’ and all the nations will
be gathered to it, to Yahweh’s name, to
Jerusalem. They will no longer walk after
the stubbornness of their evil heart.

18 In those days the house of Judah will
walkwith the house of Israel, and theywill
come together out of the land of the north
to the land that I gave for an inheritance to

your fathers.
19 “But I said, ‘How I desire to put you

among the children, and give you a pleas-
ant land, a goodly heritage of the armies of
the nations!’ and I said, ‘You shall call me
“My Father”, and shall not turn away from
followingme.’

20 “Surely as a wife treacherously de-
parts from her husband, so you have dealt
treacherously with me, house of Israel,”
says Yahweh.

21 A voice is heard on the bare heights,
the weeping and the petitions of the chil-
dren of Israel; because they have per-
verted their way, they have forgotten Yah-
weh their God.

22Return, you backsliding children, and
I will heal your backsliding.

“Behold, we have come to you; for you
are Yahweh our God.

23 Truly help from the hills, the tumult
on the mountains, is in vain. Truly the
salvation of Israel is in Yahweh our God.

24 But the shameful thing has devoured
the labor of our fathers from our youth,
their flocks and their herds, their sons and
their daughters.

25 Let us lie down in our shame, and let
our confusioncoverus; forwehave sinned
against Yahweh our God, we and our fa-
thers, from our youth even to this day. We
have not obeyed Yahweh our God’s voice.”

4
1 “If you will return, Israel,” says Yah-

weh, “if you will return to me, and if you
will put awayyourabominationsout ofmy
sight; then you will not be removed;

2 and you will swear, ‘As Yahweh lives,’
in truth, in justice, and in righteousness.
The nations will bless themselves in him,
and they will glory in him.”

3 For Yahweh says to the men of Judah
and to Jerusalem, “Break up your fallow
ground, and don’t sow among thorns.

4 Circumcise yourselves to Yahweh, and
take away the foreskins of your heart,
you men of Judah and inhabitants of
Jerusalem; lest my wrath go out like fire,
and burn so that no one can quench it,
because of the evil of your doings.
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5 Declare in Judah, and publish in
Jerusalem; and say, ‘Blow the trumpet in
the land!’ Cry aloud and say, ‘Assemble
yourselves! Let’s go into the fortified
cities!’

6Set up a standard toward Zion. Flee for
safety! Don’twait; for Iwill bring evil from
the north, and a great destruction.”

7A lion has gone up fromhis thicket, and
a destroyer of nations. He is on his way.
He has gone out from his place, to make
your land desolate, that your cities be laid
waste, without inhabitant.

8For this, clothe yourself with sackcloth,
lament and wail; for the fierce anger of
Yahweh hasn’t turned back from us.

9 “It will happen at that day,” says Yah-
weh, “that the heart of the king will per-
ish, along with the heart of the princes.
The priests will be astonished, and the
prophets will wonder.”

10Then I said, “Ah, Lord Yahweh! Surely
you have greatly deceived this people and
Jerusalem, saying, ‘You will have peace;’
whereas the sword reaches to the heart.”

11At that time itwill be said to thispeople
and to Jerusalem, “A hot wind blows from
the bare heights in the wilderness toward
the daughter of my people, not to winnow,
nor to cleanse.

12 A full wind from these will come
for me. Now I will also utter judgments
against them.”

13Behold, hewill come up as clouds, and
his chariots will be as the whirlwind. His
horses are swifter than eagles. Woe to us!
For we are ruined.

14 Jerusalem, wash your heart from
wickedness, that you may be saved. How
long will your evil thoughts lodge within
you?

15 For a voice declares from Dan, and
publishes evil from the hills of Ephraim:

16 “Tell the nations, behold, publish
against Jerusalem, ‘Watchers come from a
far country, and raise their voice against
the cities of Judah.

17As keepers of a field, they are against
herall around, because shehasbeenrebel-
lious against me,’ ” says Yahweh.

18 “Your way and your doings have
brought these things to you. This is your

wickedness, for it is bitter, for it reaches to
your heart.”

19My anguish, my anguish! I am pained
at my very heart! My heart trembles
within me. I can’t hold my peace, because
you have heard, O my soul, the sound of
the trumpet, the alarm of war.

20Destruction on destruction is decreed,
for the whole land is laid waste. Suddenly
my tents are destroyed, and my curtains
gone in amoment.

21How long will I see the standard and
hear the sound of the trumpet?

22 “Formy people are foolish. They don’t
know me. They are foolish children, and
they have no understanding. They are
skillful in doing evil, but they don’t know
how to do good.”

23 I saw the earth and, behold, it was
waste and void, and the heavens, and they
had no light.

24 I saw themountains, and behold, they
trembled, and all the hillsmoved back and
forth.

25 I saw, and behold, there was no man,
and all the birds of the sky had fled.

26 I saw, andbehold, the fruitfulfieldwas
awilderness, and all its cities were broken
down at the presence of Yahweh, before
his fierce anger.

27For Yahweh says, “Thewhole landwill
be a desolation; yet I will not make a full
end.

28 For this the earth will mourn, and the
heavens above be black, because I have
spoken it. I have planned it, and I have not
repented, neither will I turn back from it.”

29 Every city flees for the noise of the
horsemen and archers. They go into the
thickets and climb up on the rocks. Ev-
ery city is forsaken, and not a man dwells
therein.

30 You, when you are made desolate,
whatwill youdo? Though you clothe your-
self with scarlet, though you deck yourself
with ornaments of gold, though you en-
large your eyes with makeup, you make
yourself beautiful in vain. Your lovers
despise you. They seek your life.

31For I have heard a voice as of awoman
in travail, the anguish as of her who gives
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birth to her first child, the voice of the
daughter of Zion, who gasps for breath,
who spreads her hands, saying, “Woe is
me now! For my soul faints before the
murderers.”

5
1“Runbackand forth through the streets

of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and
seek in its wide places, if you can find a
man, if there is anyone who does justly,
who seeks truth, then I will pardon her.

2 Though they say, ‘As Yahweh lives,’
surely they swear falsely.”

3 O Yahweh, don’t your eyes look on
truth? You have stricken them, but they
were not grieved. You have consumed
them, but they have refused to receive
correction. They have made their faces
harder than a rock. They have refused to
return.

4 Then I said, “Surely these are poor.
They are foolish; for they don’t know Yah-
weh’s way, nor the law of their God.

5 Iwill go to the greatmen andwill speak
to them, for they know the way of Yah-
weh, and the law of their God.” But these
with oneaccordhavebroken the yoke, and
burst the bonds.

6 Therefore a lion out of the forest will
kill them. A wolf of the evenings will
destroy them. A leopardwillwatchagainst
their cities. Everyone who goes out there
will be torn in pieces, because their trans-
gressions are many and their backsliding
has increased.

7 “How can I pardon you? Your children
have forsaken me, and sworn by what are
no gods. When I had fed them to the full,
they committed adultery, and assembled
themselves in troops at the prostitutes’
houses.

8 They were as fed horses roaming at
large. Everyone neighed after his neigh-
bor’s wife.

9 Shouldn’t I punish them for these
things?” says Yahweh. “Shouldn’t my soul
be avenged on such a nation as this?

10 “Go up on her walls, and destroy, but
don’t make a full end. Take away her
branches, for they are not Yahweh’s.

11 For the house of Israel and the house
of Judah have dealt very treacherously
against me,” says Yahweh.

12 They have denied Yahweh, and said,
“It is not he. Evil won’t come on us. We
won’t see sword or famine.

13 The prophets will become wind, and
the word is not in them. Thus it will be
done to them.”

14 Therefore Yahweh, the God of Armies
says, “Because you speak this word, be-
hold, I will make my words in your mouth
fire, and this people wood, and it will de-
vour them.

15 Behold, I will bring a nation on you
from far away, house of Israel,” says Yah-
weh. “It is a mighty nation. It is an ancient
nation, a nationwhose language you don’t
know and don’t understandwhat they say.

16Theirquiver is anopen tomb. Theyare
all mighty men.

17Theywill eat upyourharvest andyour
bread, which your sons and your daugh-
ters should eat. They will eat up your
flocks and your herds. They will eat up
your vines and your fig trees. They will
beat down your fortified cities in which
you trust with the sword.

18 “But even in those days,” says Yahweh,
“I will not make a full end of you.

19 It will happenwhen you say, ‘Why has
Yahweh our God done all these things to
us?’ Thenyou shall say to them, ‘Just as you
have forsakenme and served foreign gods
in your land, so youwill serve strangers in
a land that is not yours.’

20“Declare this in thehouseof Jacob, and
publish it in Judah, saying,

21 ‘Hear this now, foolish people without
understanding, who have eyes, and don’t
see, who have ears, and don’t hear:

22 Don’t you fear me?’ says Yahweh;
‘Won’t you tremble at my presence, who
have placed the sand for the bound of the
sea by a perpetual decree, that it can’t pass
it? Though its waves toss themselves, yet
they can’t prevail. Though they roar, they
still can’t pass over it.’

23 “But this people has a revolting and a
rebellious heart. They have revolted and
gone.
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24 They don’t say in their heart, ‘Let’s
now fear Yahweh our God, who gives rain,
both the former and the latter, in its sea-
son, who preserves to us the appointed
weeks of the harvest.’

25 “Your iniquities have turned away
these things, and your sins have withheld
good from you.

26 For wicked men are found among my
people. They watch, as fowlers lie in wait.
They set a trap. They catchmen.

27 As a cage is full of birds, so are their
houses full of deceit. Therefore they have
become great, and grew rich.

28They have grown fat. They shine; yes,
they excel in deeds of wickedness. They
don’t plead the cause, the cause of the
fatherless, that theymayprosper; and they
don’t defend the rights of the needy.

29 “Shouldn’t I punish for these things?”
says Yahweh. “Shouldn’t my soul be
avenged on such a nation as this?

30“Anastonishingandhorrible thinghas
happened in the land.

31 The prophets prophesy falsely, and
thepriests ruleby theirownauthority; and
mypeople love to have it so. Whatwill you
do in the end of it?

6
1 “Flee for safety, you children of Ben-

jamin, out of the middle of Jerusalem!
Blow the trumpet in Tekoa and raise up a
signal on Beth Haccherem, for evil looks
out from the north with a great destruc-
tion.

2 I will cut off the beautiful and delicate
one, the daughter of Zion.

3 Shepherds with their flocks will come
to her. They will pitch their tents against
her all around. They will feed everyone in
his place.”

4 “Prepare war against her! Arise! Let’s
go up at noon. Woe to us! For the day
declines, for the shadows of the evening
are stretched out.

5 Arise! Let’s go up by night, and let’s
destroy her palaces.”

6 For Yahweh of Armies said, “Cut
down trees, and cast up a mound against

Jerusalem. This is the city to bevisited. She
is filled with oppression within herself.

7 As a well produces its waters, so she
produces her wickedness. Violence and
destruction is heard in her. Sickness and
wounds are continually before me.

8 Be instructed, Jerusalem, lest my soul
be alienated from you, lest I make you a
desolation, an uninhabited land.”

9YahwehofArmies says, “Theywill thor-
oughly glean the remnant of Israel like a
vine. Turn again your hand as a grape
gatherer into the baskets.”

10 To whom should I speak and testify,
that theymayhear? Behold, their ear isun-
circumcised, and they can’t listen. Behold,
Yahweh’s word has become a reproach to
them. They have no delight in it.

11Therefore I am full of Yahweh’swrath.
I amweary with holding it in.
“Pour it out on the children in the street,

and on the assembly of young men
together;

for even the husbandwith the wife will be
taken,

the aged with himwho is full of days.
12Their houses will be turned to others,

their fields and their wives together;
for Iwill stretch outmyhand on the inhab-

itants of the land, says Yahweh.”
13 “For from their least even to their great-

est, everyone is given to covetous-
ness.

From the prophet even to the priest,
everyone deals falsely.

14 They have healed also the hurt of my
people superficially,

saying, ‘Peace, peace!’ when there is
no peace.

15Were they ashamedwhen they had com-
mitted abomination?

No, they were not at all ashamed, nei-
ther could they blush.

Therefore they will fall among those who
fall.

When I visit them, they will be cast
down,” says Yahweh.

16 Yahweh says, “Stand in the ways and
see, and ask for the old paths, ‘Where is the
goodway?’ andwalk in it, andyouwill find
rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will
not walk in it.’



Jeremiah 6:17 748 Jeremiah 7:14

17 I set watchmen over you, saying, ‘Lis-
ten to the sound of the trumpet!’ But they
said, ‘Wewill not listen!’

18 Therefore hear, you nations, and
know, congregation, what is among them.

19 Hear, earth! Behold, I will bring
evil on this people, even the fruit of their
thoughts, because they have not listened
to my words; and as for my law, they have
rejected it.

20 To what purpose does frankincense
from Sheba come to me, and the sweet
cane from a far country? Your burnt offer-
ingsarenot acceptable, andyour sacrifices
are not pleasing to me.”

21Therefore Yahweh says, “Behold, Iwill
lay stumbling blocks before this people.
The fathers and the sons together will
stumble against them. The neighbor and
his friend will perish.”

22Yahweh says, “Behold, a people comes
from thenorth country. A great nationwill
be stirred up from the uttermost parts of
the earth.

23They take hold of bow and spear. They
are cruel, and have no mercy. Their voice
roars like the sea, and they ride on horses,
everyone set in array, as a man to the
battle, against you, daughter of Zion.”

24We have heard its report. Our hands
become feeble. Anguish has taken hold of
us, and pains as of a woman in labor.

25 Don’t go out into the field or walk by
the way; for the sword of the enemy and
terror are on every side.

26 Daughter of my people, clothe your-
self with sackcloth, and wallow in ashes!
Mourn, as for an only son, most bitter
lamentation, for the destroyer will sud-
denly come on us.

27“Ihavemadeyoua testerofmetalsand
a fortress among my people, that you may
know and try their way.

28 They are all grievous rebels, going
around to slander. They are bronze and
iron. All of them deal corruptly.

29 The bellows blow fiercely. The lead
is consumed in the fire. In vain they go
on refining, for thewicked are not plucked
away.

30Men will call them rejected silver, be-
cause Yahweh has rejected them.”

7
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from

Yahweh, saying,
2 “Stand in the gate of Yahweh’s house,

and proclaim this word there, and say,
‘Hear Yahweh’s word, all you of Judah,
who enter in at these gates to worship
Yahweh.’ ”

3 Yahweh of Armies, the God of Israel
says, “Amend your ways and your doings,
and I will cause you to dwell in this place.

4Don’t trust in lying words, saying, ‘Yah-
weh’s temple, Yahweh’s temple, Yahweh’s
temple, are these.’

5For if you thoroughly amendyourways
andyourdoings, if you thoroughly execute
justice between aman and his neighbor;

6 if you don’t oppress the foreigner, the
fatherless, and the widow, and don’t shed
innocent blood in this place, and don’t
walk after other gods to your own hurt,

7 then I will cause you to dwell in this
place, in the land that I gave to your fa-
thers, from of old even forever more.

8 Behold, you trust in lying words that
can’t profit.

9 Will you steal, murder, commit adul-
tery, swear falsely, burn incense to Baal,
and walk after other gods that you have
not known,

10 then come and stand beforeme in this
house, which is called by my name, and
say, ‘We are delivered,’ that youmay do all
these abominations?

11Has this house, which is called by my
name, become a den of robbers in your
eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it,” says
Yahweh.

12 “But go now to my place which was in
Shiloh, where I caused my name to dwell
at the first, and see what I did to it for the
wickedness of my people Israel.

13Now, because you have done all these
works,” says Yahweh, “and I spoke to you,
rising up early and speaking, but you
didn’t hear; and I called you, but youdidn’t
answer;

14 therefore I will do to the house which
is called by my name, in which you trust,
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and to the place which I gave to you and to
your fathers, as I did to Shiloh.

15 Iwill cast you out ofmy sight, as I have
cast out all your brothers, even the whole
offspring† of Ephraim.

16 “Therefore don’t pray for this people.
Don’t lift up a cry or prayer for them or
make intercession tome; for Iwill not hear
you.

17Don’t you seewhat they do in the cities
of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?

18 The children gather wood, and the fa-
therskindle thefire, and thewomenknead
the dough, to make cakes to the queen of
the sky, and to pour out drink offerings to
other gods, that they may provoke me to
anger.

19 Do they provoke me to anger?” says
Yahweh. “Don’t they provoke themselves,
to the confusion of their own faces?”

20Therefore the Lord Yahweh says: “Be-
hold, my anger and my wrath will be
poured out on this place, on man, on an-
imal, on the trees of the field, and on the
fruit of the ground; and it will burn and
will not be quenched.”

21 Yahweh of Armies, the God of Israel
says: “Add your burnt offerings to your
sacrifices and eat meat.

22 For I didn’t speak to your fathers or
command them in the day that I brought
them out of the land of Egypt concerning
burnt offerings or sacrifices;

23but this thing I commanded them, say-
ing, ‘Listen to my voice, and I will be your
God, and you shall be my people. Walk in
all theway that I commandyou, that itmay
be well with you.’

24But they didn’t listen or turn their ear,
but walked in their own counsels and in
the stubbornness of their evil heart, and
went backward, and not forward.

25 Since the day that your fathers came
out of the land of Egypt to this day, I have
sent to you all my servants the prophets,
daily rising up early and sending them.

26 Yet they didn’t listen to me or incline
their ear, but made their neck stiff. They
did worse than their fathers.

27 “You shall speak all these words to
them, but they will not listen to you. You
shall also call to them, but they will not
answer you.

28 You shall tell them, ‘This is the nation
that has not listened to Yahweh their God’s
voice, nor received instruction. Truth has
perished, and is cut off from their mouth.’

29 Cut off your hair, and throw it away,
and take up a lamentation on the bare
heights; for Yahweh has rejected and for-
saken the generation of his wrath.

30 “For the children of Judah have done
that which is evil in my sight,” says Yah-
weh. “They have set their abominations in
the house which is called by my name, to
defile it.

31 They have built the high places of
Topheth, which is in the valley of the son
of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their
daughters in the fire, which I didn’t com-
mand, nor did it come into mymind.

32 Therefore behold, the days come”,
saysYahweh, “that itwill nomorebe called
‘Topheth’ or ‘The valley of the son of Hin-
nom’, but ‘Thevalley of Slaughter’; for they
will bury in Topheth until there is no place
to bury.

33 The dead bodies of this people will be
food for the birds of the sky, and for the
animals of the earth. No one will frighten
them away.

34 Then I will cause to cease from the
cities of Judah and from the streets of
Jerusalem the voice of mirth and the voice
of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom
and the voice of the bride; for the landwill
become a waste.”

8
1 “At that time,” says Yahweh, “they will

bring the bones of the kings of Judah,
the bones of his princes, the bones of the
priests, the bones of the prophets, and the
bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out
of their graves.

2 They will spread them before the sun,
the moon, and all the army of the sky,
which they have loved, which they have
served, after which they have walked,
which they have sought, and which they

† 7:15 or, seed
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haveworshiped. Theywill not be gathered
or be buried. They will be like dung on the
surface of the earth.

3 Death will be chosen rather than life
by all the residue that remain of this
evil family, that remain in all the places
where Ihavedriven them,” saysYahwehof
Armies.

4 “Moreover you shall tell them, ‘Yahweh
says:
“ ‘Domen fall, and not rise up again?

Does one turn away, and not return?
5 Why then have the people of Jerusalem

fallen back by a perpetual backslid-
ing?

They cling to deceit.
They refuse to return.

6 I listened and heard, but they didn’t say
what is right.

No one repents of his wickedness, say-
ing, “What have I done?”

Everyone turns to his course,
as a horse that rushes headlong in the
battle.

7 Yes, the stork in the sky knows her ap-
pointed times.

The turtledove, the swallow, and the
crane observe the time of their com-
ing;

but my people don’t know Yahweh’s
law.

8 “ ‘How do you say, “We are wise, and
Yahweh’s law is with us”?

But, behold, the falsepenof the scribes
has made that a lie.

9The wise men are disappointed.
They are dismayed and trapped.

Behold, theyhave rejectedYahweh’sword.
What kind of wisdom is in them?

10 Therefore I will give their wives to oth-
ers

and their fields to those who will pos-
sess them.

For everyone from the least even to the
greatest is given to covetousness;

from the prophet even to the priest
everyone deals falsely.

11They have healed the hurt of the daugh-
ter of my people slightly, saying,

“Peace, peace,” when there is no
peace.

12Were they ashamedwhen they had com-
mitted abomination?

No, they were not at all ashamed.
They couldn’t blush.

Therefore they will fall among those who
fall.

In the time of their visitation they will
be cast down, says Yahweh.

13 “ ‘I will utterly consume them, says Yah-
weh.

No grapes will be on the vine,
no figs on the fig tree,
and the leaf will fade.

The things that I have given them
will pass away from them.’ ”

14 “Why dowe sit still?
Assemble yourselves!
Let’s enter into the fortified cities,
and let’s be silent there;

for Yahweh our God has put us to silence,
and given us poisoned water to drink,
because we have sinned against Yah-
weh.

15We looked for peace, but no good came;
and for a time of healing, and behold,
dismay!

16The snorting of his horses is heard from
Dan.

The whole land trembles at the sound
of the neighing of his strong ones;

for they have come, and have devoured
the land and all that is in it,

the city and those who dwell therein.”
17 “For, behold, I will send serpents,

adders among you,
which will not be charmed;
and they will bite you,” says Yahweh.

18 Oh that I could comfort myself against
sorrow!

My heart is faint withinme.
19Behold, the voice of the cry of the daugh-

ter of my people from a land that is
very far off:

“Isn’t Yahweh in Zion?
Isn’t her King in her?”

“Why have they provoked me to anger
with their engraved images,

and with foreign idols?”
20 “The harvest is past.
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The summer has ended,
and we are not saved.”

21 For the hurt of the daughter of my peo-
ple, I am hurt.

I mourn.
Dismay has taken hold of me.

22 Is there no balm in Gilead?
Is there no physician there?

Why then isn’t the health of the daughter
of my people recovered?

9
1Oh that my head were waters,

andmy eyes a spring of tears,
that I might weep day and night

for the slain of the daughter of my
people!

2Oh that I had in the wilderness
a lodging place of wayfaringmen,

that I might leavemy people
and go from them!

For they are all adulterers,
an assembly of treacherous men.

3 “They bend their tongue,
as their bow, for falsehood.

They have grown strong in the land,
but not for truth;

for they proceed from evil to evil,
and they don’t know me,” says Yah-
weh.

4 “Everyone beware of his neighbor,
and don’t trust in any brother;

for every brother will utterly supplant,
and every neighbor will go around
like a slanderer.

5Friends deceive each other,
and will not speak the truth.

They have taught their tongue to speak
lies.

They weary themselves committing
iniquity.

6Your habitation is in themiddle of deceit.
Through deceit, they refuse to know
me,” says Yahweh.

7Therefore Yahweh of Armies says,
“Behold, I will melt them and test them;

for how should I deal with the daugh-
ter of my people?

8Their tongue is a deadly arrow.
It speaks deceit.

One speaks peaceably to his neighborwith
his mouth,

but in his heart, he waits to ambush
him.

9Shouldn’t I punish themfor these things?”
says Yahweh.

“Shouldn’t my soul be avenged on a
nation such as this?

10 I will weep andwail for themountains,
and lament for the pastures of the
wilderness,

because they are burnedup, so that no one
passes through;

Men can’t hear the voice of the live-
stock.

Both the birds of the sky and the animals
have fled.

They are gone.
11 “I will make Jerusalem heaps,

a dwelling place of jackals.
I will make the cities of Judah a desolation,

without inhabitant.”
12 Who is wise enough to understand

this? Who is he to whom the mouth of
Yahweh has spoken, that he may declare
it? Why has the land perished and burned
up like a wilderness, so that no one passes
through?

13 Yahweh says, “Because they have for-
sakenmy lawwhich I set before them, and
have not obeyedmy voice orwalked inmy
ways,

14 but have walked after the stubborn-
ness of their ownheart and after the Baals,
which their fathers taught them.”

15 Therefore Yahweh of Armies, the God
of Israel, says, “Behold, I will feed them,
even thispeople,withwormwoodandgive
them poisoned water to drink.

16 I will scatter them also among the na-
tions, whom neither they nor their fathers
have known. I will send the sword after
them, until I have consumed them.”

17Yahweh of Armies says,
“Consider, and call for the mourning

women, that theymay come.
Send for the skillful women, that they
may come.

18Let themmake haste
and take up a wailing for us,

that our eyes may run downwith tears
and our eyelids gush out with waters.
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19 For a voice of wailing is heard out of
Zion,

‘Howwe are ruined!
We are greatly confounded

because we have forsaken the land,
because they have cast down our
dwellings.’ ”

20Yet hear Yahweh’s word, you women.
Let your ear receive the word of his
mouth.

Teach your daughters wailing.
Everyone teach her neighbor a lamen-
tation.

21 For death has come up into our win-
dows.

It has entered into our palaces
to cut off the children from outside,

and the youngmen from the streets.
22 Speak, “Yahweh says,

“ ‘The dead bodies of men will fall as dung
on the open field,

and as the handful after the harvester.
No one will gather them.’ ”

23Yahweh says,
“Don’t let the wise man glory in his wis-

dom.
Don’t let the mighty man glory in his
might.

Don’t let the rich man glory in his
riches.

24But let himwho glories glory in this,
that he has understanding, and knows
me,

that I am Yahweh who exercises loving
kindness, justice, and righteousness
in the earth,

for I delight in these things,” says Yah-
weh.

25 “Behold, the days come,” says Yahweh,
“that I will punish all those who are cir-
cumcised only in their flesh:

26 Egypt, Judah, Edom, the children of
Ammon, Moab, and all who have the cor-
ners of their hair cut off, who dwell in the
wilderness, for all the nations are uncir-
cumcised, and all the house of Israel are
uncircumcised in heart.”

10
1Hear thewordwhichYahweh speaks to

you, house of Israel!
2Yahweh says,

“Don’t learn the way of the nations,
and don’t be dismayed at the signs of
the sky;

for the nations are dismayed at them.
3For the customs of the peoples are vanity;

for one cuts a tree out of the forest,
thework of the hands of theworkman
with the ax.

4They deck it with silver and with gold.
They fasten itwithnails andwithham-
mers,

so that it can’t move.
5They are like a palm tree, of turnedwork,

and don’t speak.
Theymust be carried,

because they can’t move.
Don’t be afraid of them;

for they can’t do evil,
neither is it in them to do good.”

6There is no one like you, Yahweh.
You are great,
and your name is great in might.

7Who shouldn’t fear you,
King of the nations?
For it belongs to you.

Because among all the wise men of the
nations,

and in all their royal estate,
there is no one like you.

8But they are together brutish and foolish,
instructed by idols!
It is just wood.

9There is silver beaten intoplates,which is
brought from Tarshish,

and gold from Uphaz,
the work of the engraver and of the
hands of the goldsmith.

Their clothing is blue and purple.
They are all the work of skillful men.

10But Yahweh is the true God.
He is the living God,
and an everlasting King.

At his wrath, the earth trembles.
The nations aren’t able to withstand
his indignation.

11 “You shall say this to them: ‘The gods
that have not made the heavens and the
earth will perish from the earth, and from
under the heavens.’ ”
12God hasmade the earth by his power.

He has established the world by his
wisdom,
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and by his understanding has he
stretched out the heavens.

13When he utters his voice,
the waters in the heavens roar,
and he causes the vapors to ascend
from the ends of the earth.

Hemakes lightnings for the rain,
and brings the wind out of his trea-
suries.

14 Every man has become brutish and
without knowledge.

Everygoldsmith is disappointedbyhis
engraved image;

for his molten image is falsehood,
and there is no breath in them.

15They are vanity, a work of delusion.
In the time of their visitation they will
perish.

16The portion of Jacob is not like these;
for he is themaker of all things;

and Israel is the tribe of his inheritance.
Yahweh of Armies is his name.

17Gather up your wares out of the land,
you who live under siege.

18For Yahweh says,
“Behold, I will sling out the inhabi-
tants of the land at this time,

and will distress them, that they may
feel it.”

19Woe is me because of my injury!
Mywound is serious;

but I said,
“Truly this ismy grief, and Imust bear
it.”

20My tent has been destroyed,
and all my cords are broken.

My children have gone away fromme, and
they are nomore.

There is no one to spread my tent any
more,

to set upmy curtains.
21For the shepherds have become brutish,

and have not inquired of Yahweh.
Therefore they have not prospered,

and all their flocks have scattered.
22The voice of news, behold, it comes,

and a great commotion out of the
north country,

to make the cities of Judah a desolation,
a dwelling place of jackals.

23 Yahweh, I know that the way of man is
not in himself.

It is not inmanwhowalks to direct his
steps.

24Yahweh, correct me, but gently;
not in your anger,
lest you reduceme to nothing.

25Pour out your wrath on the nations that
don’t know you,

and on the families that don’t call on
your name;

for they have devoured Jacob.
Yes, they have devoured him, con-
sumed him,

and have laid waste his habitation.

11
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from

Yahweh, saying,
2 “Hear the words of this covenant, and

speak to the men of Judah, and to the in-
habitants of Jerusalem;

3 and say to them, Yahweh, the God of
Israel says: ‘Cursed is themanwho doesn’t
hear the words of this covenant,

4which I commandedyour fathers in the
day that I brought them out of the land
of Egypt, out of the iron furnace,’ saying,
‘Obey my voice and do them, according to
all which I command you; so you shall be
my people, and I will be your God;

5 that I may establish the oath which
I swore to your fathers, to give them a
land flowing with milk and honey,’ as it is
today.”
Then I answered, and said, “Amen, Yah-

weh.”
6Yahweh said to me, “Proclaim all these

words in the cities of Judah, and in the
streets of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Hear the
words of this covenant, and do them.

7For I earnestlyprotested toyour fathers
in the day that I brought themupout of the
land of Egypt, even to this day, rising early
and protesting, saying, “Obeymy voice.”

8Yet they didn’t obey, nor turn their ear,
but everyone walked in the stubbornness
of their evil heart. Therefore I brought on
them all thewords of this covenant, which
I commanded them to do, but they didn’t
do them.’ ”

9 Yahweh said to me, “A conspiracy
is found among the men of Judah, and
among the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
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10 They have turned back to the iniqui-
ties of their forefathers, who refused to
hear my words. They have gone after
other gods to serve them. The house of
Israel and the house of Judah have broken
my covenant which I made with their fa-
thers.

11Therefore Yahweh says, ‘Behold, I will
bring evil on them which they will not be
able to escape; and they will cry tome, but
I will not listen to them.

12Then the cities of Judah and the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem will go and cry to the
gods to which they offer incense, but they
will not save themat all in the time of their
trouble.

13 For according to the number of your
cities are your gods, Judah; and according
to the number of the streets of Jerusalem
you have set up altars to the shameful
thing, even altars to burn incense to Baal.’

14 “Therefore don’t pray for this people.
Don’t lift up cry or prayer for them; for I
will not hear them in the time that they cry
to me because of their trouble.
15What hasmy beloved to do inmy house,

since she has behaved lewdly with
many,

and the holy flesh has passed from
you?

When you do evil,
then you rejoice.”

16Yahwehcalledyourname, “Agreenolive
tree,

beautiful with goodly fruit.”
With the noise of a great roar he has kin-

dled fire on it,
and its branches are broken.

17For Yahweh of Armies, who planted you,
has pronounced evil against you, because
of the evil of the house of Israel and of the
house of Judah, which they have done to
themselves in provoking me to anger by
offering incense to Baal.

18Yahwehgavemeknowledgeof it, and I
knew it. Thenyou showedme their doings.

19But I was like a gentle lamb that is led
to the slaughter. I didn’t know that they
had devised plans against me, saying,
“Let’s destroy the tree with its fruit,

and let’s cut him off from the land of
the living,

that his namemaybenomore remem-
bered.”

20But, Yahweh of Armies, who judges righ-
teously,

who tests the heart and themind,
I will see your vengeance on them;

for to you I have revealedmy cause.
21 “Therefore Yahweh says concerning

the men of Anathoth, who seek your life,
saying, ‘You shall not prophesy in Yah-
weh’sname, thatyounotdiebyourhand’—

22 therefore Yahweh of Armies says, ‘Be-
hold, I will punish them. The young men
will die by the sword. Their sons and their
daughters will die by famine.

23There will be no remnant to them, for
I will bring evil on the men of Anathoth,
even the year of their visitation.’ ”

12
1You are righteous, Yahweh,

when I contend with you;
yet I would like to plead a case with you.

Why does the way of the wicked pros-
per?

Why are they all at easewho deal very
treacherously?

2 You have planted them. Yes, they have
taken root.

They grow. Yes, they produce fruit.
You are near in their mouth,

and far from their heart.
3But you, Yahweh, knowme.

You see me, and test my heart toward
you.

Pull them out like sheep for the slaughter,
and prepare them for the day of
slaughter.

4How long will the landmourn,
and the herbs of the whole country
wither?

Because of the wickedness of those who
dwell therein,

the animals and birds are consumed;
because they said,

“Hewon’t see our latter end.”
5 “If you have runwith the footmen,

and they have wearied you,
then how can you contend with
horses?
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Though in a land of peace you are secure,
yet howwill you do in the pride of the
Jordan?

6For even your brothers, and the house of
your father,

even they have dealt treacherously
with you!

Even they have cried aloud after you!
Don’t believe them,

though they speak beautiful words to
you.

7 “I have forsakenmy house.
I have cast offmy heritage.
I have given the dearly beloved of my
soul into the hand of her enemies.

8Myheritage has become tome as a lion in
the forest.

She has uttered her voice against me.
Therefore I have hated her.

9 Is my heritage tome as a speckled bird of
prey?

Are the birds of prey against her all
around?

Go, assemble all the animals of the field.
Bring them to devour.

10 Many shepherds have destroyed my
vineyard.

They have trodden my portion under
foot.

They have made my pleasant portion
a desolate wilderness.

11They havemade it a desolation.
It mourns to me, being desolate.

The whole land is made desolate,
because no one cares.

12 Destroyers have come on all the bare
heights in the wilderness;

for the swordofYahwehdevours from
the one end of the land even to the
other end of the land.

No flesh has peace.
13They have sownwheat,

and have reaped thorns.
They have exhausted themselves,

and profit nothing.
You will be ashamed of your fruits,

because of Yahweh’s fierce anger.”
14 Yahweh says, “Concerning all my

evil neighbors, who touch the inheritance
which I have caused my people Israel to
inherit: Behold, I will pluck them up from

off their land, and will pluck up the house
of Judah from among them.

15 Itwill happen that after I haveplucked
them up, I will return and have compas-
sion on them. I will bring them again,
every man to his heritage, and every man
to his land.

16 It will happen, if they will diligently
learn the ways of my people, to swear by
my name, ‘As Yahweh lives;’ even as they
taught my people to swear by Baal, then
they will be built up in the middle of my
people.

17 But if they will not hear, then I will
pluck up that nation, plucking up and de-
stroying it,” says Yahweh.

13
1Yahweh said to me, “Go, and buy your-

self a linen belt, and put it on your waist,
and don’t put it in water.”

2 So I bought a belt according to Yah-
weh’s word, and put it onmywaist.

3Yahweh’s word came to me the second
time, saying,

4 “Take the belt that you have bought,
which is on your waist, and arise, go to the
Euphrates, andhide it there in a cleft of the
rock.”

5So Iwent andhid it by theEuphrates, as
Yahweh commandedme.

6 After many days, Yahweh said to me,
“Arise, go to the Euphrates, and take the
belt from there, which I commanded you
to hide there.”

7Then I went to the Euphrates, and dug,
and took the belt from the place where I
had hidden it; and behold, the belt was
ruined. It was profitable for nothing.

8 Then Yahweh’s word came to me, say-
ing,

9 “Yahweh says, ‘In this way I will ruin
the pride of Judah, and the great pride of
Jerusalem.

10 This evil people, who refuse to hear
my words, who walk in the stubbornness
of their heart, and have gone after other
gods to serve them and to worship them,
will evenbe as this belt, which is profitable
for nothing.
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11 For as the belt clings to the waist of
a man, so I have caused the whole house
of Israel and the whole house of Judah to
cling to me,’ says Yahweh; ‘that they may
be to me for a people, for a name, for
praise, and for glory; but they would not
hear.’

12 “Therefore you shall speak to them
this word: ‘Yahweh, the God of Israel says,
“Every container should be filled with
wine.” ’ They will tell you, ‘Do we not cer-
tainlyknowthateverycontainer shouldbe
filled with wine?’

13Then tell them, ‘Yahweh says, “Behold,
I will fill all the inhabitants of this land,
even the kings who sit on David’s throne,
the priests, the prophets, and all the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem, with drunkenness.

14 I will dash them one against another,
even the fathers and the sons together,”
says Yahweh: “I will not pity, spare, or
have compassion, that I shouldnot destroy
them.” ’ ”
15Hear, and give ear.

Don’t be proud,
for Yahweh has spoken.

16Give glory to Yahweh your God,
before he causes darkness,
and before your feet stumble on the
darkmountains,

and while you look for light,
he turns it into the shadow of death,
andmakes it deep darkness.

17But if you will not hear it,
my soul will weep in secret for your
pride.

My eye will weep bitterly,
and run downwith tears,
because Yahweh’s flock has been
taken captive.

18 Say to the king and to the queenmother,
“Humble yourselves.

Sit down, for your crowns have come
down,

even the crown of your glory.
19The cities of the South are shut up,

and there is no one to open them.
Judah is carried away captive: all of them.

They arewholly carried away captive.
20Lift up your eyes,

and see those who come from the
north.

Where is the flock that was given to you,
your beautiful flock?

21 What will you say when he sets over
you as head those whom you have
yourself taught to be friends to you?

Won’t sorrows take hold of you, as of a
woman in travail?

22 If you say in your heart,
“Why have these things come onme?”

Your skirts are uncovered because of the
greatness of your iniquity,

and your heels suffer violence.
23Can the Ethiopian change his skin,

or the leopard his spots?
Thenmay you also do good,

who are accustomed to do evil.
24 “Therefore I will scatter them

as the stubble that passes away
by the wind of the wilderness.

25This is your lot,
the portion measured to you from
me,” says Yahweh,

“because you have forgottenme,
and trusted in falsehood.”

26Therefore I will also uncover your skirts
on your face,

and your shamewill appear.
27 I have seen your abominations, even

your adulteries
and your neighing, the lewdness of
your prostitution,

on the hills in the field.
Woe to you, Jerusalem!

You will not bemade clean.
How long will it yet be?”

14
1 This is Yahweh’s word that came to

Jeremiah concerning the drought:
2 “Judahmourns,

and its gates languish.
They sit in black on the ground.

The cry of Jerusalem goes up.
3 Their nobles send their little ones to the

waters.
They come to the cisterns,
and find no water.

They return with their vessels empty.
They are disappointed and con-
founded,

and cover their heads.
4Because of the groundwhich is cracked,
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because no rain has been in the land,
the plowmen are disappointed.

They cover their heads.
5 Yes, the doe in the field also calves and

forsakes her young,
because there is no grass.

6 The wild donkeys stand on the bare
heights.

They pant for air like jackals.
Their eyes fail,

because there is no vegetation.
7Though our iniquities testify against us,

work for your name’s sake, Yahweh;
for our rebellions are many.

We have sinned against you.
8You hope of Israel,

its Savior in the time of trouble,
why should you be as a foreigner in the

land,
and as a wayfaring man who turns
aside to stay for a night?

9Why should you be like a scaredman,
as a mighty manwho can’t save?

Yet you, Yahweh, are in themiddle of us,
and we are called by your name.
Don’t leave us.

10Yahweh says to this people:
“Even so they have loved to wander.

They have not restrained their feet.
Therefore Yahweh does not accept them.

Now hewill remember their iniquity,
and punish them for their sins.”

11Yahweh said tome, “Don’t pray for this
people for their good.

12 When they fast, I will not hear their
cry; and when they offer burnt offering
and meal offering, I will not accept them;
but I will consume them by the sword, by
famine, and by pestilence.”

13 Then I said, “Ah, Lord Yahweh! Be-
hold, the prophets tell them, ‘You will
not see the sword, neither will you have
famine; but I will give you assured peace
in this place.’ ”

14 Then Yahweh said to me, “The
prophets prophesy lies in my name. I
didn’t send them. I didn’t command them.
I didn’t speak to them. They prophesy to
you a lying vision, divination, and a thing
of nothing, and the deceit of their own
heart.

15 Therefore Yahweh says concerning
the prophets who prophesy in my name,
but I didn’t send them, yet they say, ‘Sword
and famine will not be in this land.’ Those
prophets will be consumed by sword and
famine.

16 The people to whom they prophesy
will be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem
because of the famineand the sword. They
will have no one to bury them—them, their
wives, their sons, or their daughters, for I
will pour their wickedness on them.

17 “You shall say this word to them:
“ ‘Let my eyes run down with tears night

and day,
and let them not cease;

for the virgin daughter of my people is
broken with a great breach,

with a very grievous wound.
18 If I go out into the field,

then behold, the slain with the sword!
If I enter into the city,

then behold, those who are sick with
famine!

For both the prophet and the priest go
about in the land,

and have no knowledge.’ ”
19Have you utterly rejected Judah?

Has your soul loathed Zion?
Why have you struck us, and there is no

healing for us?
We looked for peace, but no good
came;

and for a time of healing, and behold,
dismay!

20We acknowledge, Yahweh, our wicked-
ness,

and the iniquity of our fathers;
for we have sinned against you.

21Do not abhor us, for your name’s sake.
Do not disgrace the throne of your
glory.

Remember, and don’t break your
covenant with us.

22Are there any among the vanities of the
nations that can cause rain?

Or can the sky give showers?
Aren’t you he, Yahweh our God?

Therefore wewill wait for you;
for you havemade all these things.
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15
1 Then Yahweh said to me, “Though

Moses and Samuel stoodbeforeme, yetmy
mind would not turn toward this people.
Cast them out of my sight, and let them go
out!

2 It will happen when they ask you,
‘Where shall we go out?’ then you shall tell
them, ‘Yahweh says:
“Such as are for death, to death;
such as are for the sword, to the sword;
such as are for the famine, to the famine;
and such as are for captivity, to captivity.” ’

3 “I will appoint over them four kinds,”
says Yahweh: “the sword to kill, the dogs to
tear, the birds of the sky, and the animals
of the earth, to devour and to destroy.

4 I will cause them to be tossed back and
forth among all the kingdoms of the earth,
because ofManasseh, the son of Hezekiah,
king of Judah, for that which he did in
Jerusalem.
5Forwhowill havepity onyou, Jerusalem?

Whowill mourn you?
Whowill come to ask of yourwelfare?

6You have rejectedme,” says Yahweh.
“You have gone backward.

Therefore I have stretched out my hand
against you

and destroyed you.
I amweary of showing compassion.

7 I have winnowed them with a fan in the
gates of the land.

I have bereaved them of children.
I have destroyedmy people.

They didn’t return from their ways.
8 Their widows are increased more than

the sand of the seas.
I have brought on them against the
mother of the young men a de-
stroyer at noonday.

I have caused anguish and terrors to
fall on her suddenly.

9 She who has borne seven languishes.
She has given up the spirit.

Her sun has gone down while it was yet
day.

She has been disappointed and con-
founded.

Iwill deliver their residue to thesword
before their enemies,” says Yahweh.

10 Woe is me, my mother, that you have
borneme, a man of strife,

and a man of contention to the whole
earth!

I have not lent, neither have men lent to
me;

yet every one of them curses me.
11Yahweh said,

“Most certainly I will strengthen you for
good.

Most certainly I will cause the enemy
to make supplication to you in the
time of evil

and in the time of affliction.
12Can one break iron,

even iron from the north, and bronze?
13 I will give your substance and your trea-

sures for a plunder without price,
and that for all your sins,
even in all your borders.

14 I will make them to pass with your en-
emies into a land which you don’t
know;

for a fire is kindled inmy anger,
which will burn on you.”

15Yahweh, you know.
Rememberme, visit me,
and avengeme of my persecutors.

You are patient, so don’t takeme away.
Know that for your sake I have suf-
fered reproach.

16Your words were found,
and I ate them.

Yourwordswere tomea joy and the rejoic-
ing of my heart,

for I am called by your name, Yahweh,
God of Armies.

17 I didn’t sit in the assembly of those who
makemerry and rejoice.

I sat alone because of your hand,
for you have filled me with indigna-
tion.

18Why is my pain perpetual,
andmywound incurable,
which refuses to be healed?

Will you indeed be to me as a deceitful
brook,

like waters that fail?
19Therefore Yahweh says,

“If you return, then I will bring you again,
that youmay stand before me;
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and if you take out the precious from the
vile,

you will be as mymouth.
They will return to you,

but you will not return to them.
20 I will make you to this people a fortified

bronze wall.
They will fight against you,
but they will not prevail against you;

for I amwith you to save you
and to deliver you,” says Yahweh.

21 “I will deliver you out of the hand of the
wicked,

and I will redeem you out of the hand
of the terrible.”

16
1 Then Yahweh’s word came to me, say-

ing,
2 “You shall not take a wife, neither shall

you have sons or daughters, in this place.”
3 For Yahweh says concerning the sons

and concerning the daughters who are
born in this place, and concerning their
mothers who bore them, and concerning
their fathers who became their father in
this land:

4 “They will die grievous deaths. They
will not be lamented, neither will they be
buried. Theywill be asdungon the surface
of the ground. They will be consumed
by the sword and by famine. Their dead
bodies will be food for the birds of the sky
and for the animals of the earth.”

5 For Yahweh says, “Don’t enter into the
house of mourning. Don’t go to lament.
Don’t bemoan them, for I have taken away
my peace from this people,” says Yahweh,
“even loving kindness and tendermercies.

6 Both great and small will die in this
land. They will not be buried. Men won’t
lament for them, cut themselves, or make
themselves bald for them.

7 Men won’t break bread for them in
mourning, to comfort them for the dead.
Men won’t give them the cup of consola-
tion to drink for their father or for their
mother.

8“You shall not go into thehouse of feast-
ing to sit with them, to eat and to drink.”

9For YahwehofArmies, theGodof Israel
says: “Behold, I will cause to cease out of

this place, before your eyes and in your
days, the voice of mirth and the voice of
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and
the voice of the bride.

10 It will happen, when you tell this peo-
ple all thesewords, and they ask you, ‘Why
has Yahweh pronounced all this great evil
against us?’ or ‘What is our iniquity?’ or
‘What is our sin that we have committed
against Yahweh our God?’

11 then you shall tell them, ‘Because your
fathers have forsaken me,’ says Yahweh,
‘and have walked after other gods, have
served them, have worshiped them, have
forsakenme, and have not kept my law.

12 You have done evil more than your
fathers, forbehold, youeachwalkafter the
stubbornness of his evil heart, so that you
don’t listen to me.

13 Therefore I will cast you out of this
land into the land that you have not
known, neither you nor your fathers.
There you will serve other gods day and
night, for I will show you no favor.’

14 “Therefore behold, the days come,”
says Yahweh, “that it will no more be said,
‘As Yahweh lives, who brought up the chil-
dren of Israel out of the land of Egypt;’

15but, ‘As Yahweh lives, who brought up
the children of Israel from the land of the
north, and fromall the countrieswhere he
had driven them.’ I will bring them again
into their land that I gave to their fathers.

16 “Behold, I will send for many fisher-
men,” says Yahweh, “and they will fish
them up. Afterward I will send for many
hunters, and they will hunt them from
every mountain, from every hill, and out
of the clefts of the rocks.

17 For my eyes are on all their ways.
They are not hidden from my face. Their
iniquity isn’t concealed frommy eyes.

18 First I will recompense their iniquity
and their sin double, because they have
polluted my land with the carcasses of
their detestable things, and have filled my
inheritance with their abominations.”
19Yahweh, my strength, my stronghold,

andmy refuge in the day of affliction,



Jeremiah 16:20 760 Jeremiah 17:18

the nationswill come to you from the ends
of the earth,

and will say,
“Our fathers have inherited nothing but

lies,
vanity and things in which there is no
profit.

20 Should amanmake to himself gods
which yet are no gods?”

21 “Therefore behold, I will cause them to
know,

this once Iwill cause them to knowmy
hand andmymight.

Then they will know that my name is
Yahweh.”

17
1 “The sin of Judah is written with a pen of

iron,
and with the point of a diamond.

It is engraved on the tablet of their heart,
and on the horns of your altars.

2 Even their children remember their al-
tars

and their Asherah poles by the green
trees on the high hills.

3Mymountain in the field,
I will give your substance and all your
treasures for a plunder,

and your high places, because of sin,
throughout all your borders.

4 You, even of yourself, will discontinue
from your heritage that I gave you.

I will cause you to serve your enemies
in the land which you don’t know,

for youhavekindledafire inmyanger
which will burn forever.”

5Yahweh says:
“Cursed is themanwho trusts in man,

relies on strength of flesh,
and whose heart departs from Yah-
weh.

6For he will be like a bush in the desert,
and will not see when good comes,

but will inhabit the parched places in the
wilderness,

an uninhabited salt land.
7“Blessed is themanwho trusts inYahweh,

and whose confidence is in Yahweh.
8 For he will be as a tree planted by the

waters,

who spreads out its roots by the river,
and will not fear when heat comes,

but its leaf will be green,
and will not be concerned in the year of

drought.
It won’t cease from yielding fruit.

9The heart is deceitful above all things
and it is exceedingly corrupt.
Who can know it?

10 “I, Yahweh, search themind.
I try the heart,

even to give every man according to his
ways,

according to the fruit of his doings.”
11As the partridge that sits on eggs which

she has not laid,
so is he who gets riches, and not by
right.

In the middle of his days, they will leave
him.

At his end, he will be a fool.
12 A glorious throne, set on high from the

beginning,
is the place of our sanctuary.

13Yahweh, the hope of Israel,
all who forsake you will be disap-
pointed.

Those who depart frommewill be written
in the earth,

because they have forsaken Yahweh,
the spring of living waters.

14Healme, O Yahweh, and Iwill be healed.
Saveme, and I will be saved;
for you aremy praise.

15Behold, they askme,
“Where is Yahweh’s word?
Let it be fulfilled now.”

16As forme, I have not hurried from being
a shepherd after you.

I haven’t desired the woeful day. You
know.

That which came out of my lips was
before your face.

17Don’t be a terror to me.
You aremy refuge in the day of evil.

18Let thembedisappointedwhopersecute
me,

but don’t let me be disappointed.
Let them be dismayed,

but don’t let me be dismayed.
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Bring on them the day of evil,
and destroy them with double de-
struction.

19Yahweh said this tome: “Go and stand
in the gate of the children of the people,
through which the kings of Judah come in
and by which they go out, and in all the
gates of Jerusalem.

20 Tell them, ‘Hear Yahweh’s word, you
kings of Judah, all Judah, and all the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem, that enter in by these
gates:

21Yahweh says, “Be careful, and bear no
burden on the Sabbath day, nor bring it in
by the gates of Jerusalem.

22 Don’t carry a burden out of your
houses on the Sabbath day. Don’t do any
work, but make the Sabbath day holy, as I
commanded your fathers.

23But they didn’t listen. They didn’t turn
their ear, but made their neck stiff, that
theymight not hear, andmight not receive
instruction.

24 It will happen, if you diligently listen
to me,” says Yahweh, “to bring in no bur-
den through the gates of this city on the
Sabbath day, but to make the Sabbath day
holy, to do no work therein;

25 then there will enter in by the gates
of this city kings and princes sitting on
David’s throne, riding in chariots and on
horses, they and their princes, the men of
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem;
and this city will remain forever.

26 They will come from the cities of
Judah, and from the places around
Jerusalem, from the land of Benjamin,
from the lowland, from the hill country,
and from the South, bringing burnt
offerings, sacrifices, meal offerings, and
frankincense, and bringing sacrifices of
thanksgiving to Yahweh’s house.

27 But if you will not listen to me to
make the Sabbath day holy, and not to
bear a burden and enter in at the gates of
Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, then I will
kindle a fire in its gates, and it will devour
the palaces of Jerusalem. It will not be
quenched.” ’ ”

18
1Thewordwhichcame to Jeremiah from

Yahweh, saying,
2 “Arise, and go down to the potter’s

house, and there I will cause you to hear
mywords.”

3Then Iwent down to the potter’s house,
and behold, he was making something on
the wheels.

4 When the vessel that he made of the
clay was marred in the hand of the potter,
hemade it again another vessel, as seemed
good to the potter to make it.

5 Then Yahweh’s word came to me, say-
ing,

6 “House of Israel, can’t I do with you as
this potter?” says Yahweh. “Behold, as the
clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my
hand, house of Israel.

7At the instant I speak concerning a na-
tion, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck
up and to break down and to destroy it,

8 if that nation, concerning which I have
spoken, turns from their evil, I will repent
of the evil that I thought to do to them.

9At the instant I speak concerning a na-
tion, and concerning a kingdom, to build
and to plant it,

10 if they do that which is evil in my
sight, that they not obey my voice, then I
will repent of the good with which I said I
would benefit them.

11 “Now therefore, speak to the men of
Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
saying, ‘Yahweh says: “Behold, I frame evil
against you, and devise a plan against you.
Everyone return from his evil way now,
and amend your ways and your doings.” ’

12 But they say, ‘It is in vain; for we will
walk after our ownplans, andwewill each
follow the stubbornness of his evil heart.’ ”

13Therefore Yahweh says:
“Ask now among the nations,

‘Who has heard such things?’
The virgin of Israel has done a very
horrible thing.

14Will the snow of Lebanon fail from the
rock of the field?

Will the cold waters that flow down
from afar be dried up?

15Formy people have forgottenme.



Jeremiah 18:16 762 Jeremiah 19:11

They have burned incense to false
gods.

They have been made to stumble in their
ways

in the ancient paths,
to walk in byways, in a way not built
up,

16 to make their land an astonishment,
and a perpetual hissing.

Everyone who passes by it will be aston-
ished,

and shake his head.
17 I will scatter them as with an east wind

before the enemy.
I will show them the back, and not the
face,

in the day of their calamity.
18 Then they said, “Come! Let’s devise

plans against Jeremiah; for the law won’t
perish from the priest, nor counsel from
the wise, nor the word from the prophet.
Come, and let’s strike himwith the tongue,
and let’s not give heed to any of hiswords.”
19Give heed to me, Yahweh,

and listen to the voice of those who
contend withme.

20 Should evil be recompensed for good?
For they have dug a pit for my soul.

RememberhowI stoodbeforeyou to speak
good for them,

to turn away your wrath from them.
21 Therefore deliver up their children to

the famine,
and give themover to the power of the
sword.

Let their wives become childless and wid-
ows.

Let their men be killed
and their young men struck by the
sword in battle.

22Let a cry be heard from their houses
when you bring a troop suddenly on
them;

for they have dug a pit to takeme
and hidden snares for my feet.

23 Yet, Yahweh, you know all their counsel
against me to kill me.

Don’t forgive their iniquity.
Don’t blotout their sin fromyoursight,

Let them be overthrown before you.
Deal with them in the time of your
anger.

19
1 Thus said Yahweh, “Go, and buy a pot-

ter’s earthen container, and take some of
the elders of the people and of the elders
of the priests;

2 and go out to the valley of the son of
Hinnom, which is by the entry of the gate
Harsith, andproclaim there thewords that
I will tell you.

3 Say, ‘Hear Yahweh’s word, kings of Ju-
dahand inhabitants of Jerusalem: Yahweh
of Armies, the God of Israel says, “Behold,
I will bring evil on this place, which who-
ever hears, his ears will tingle.

4 Because they have forsaken me, and
have defiled this place, and have burned
incense in it to other gods that they didn’t
know—they, their fathers, and the kings of
Judah—and have filled this place with the
blood of innocents,

5 and have built the high places of Baal
to burn their children in the fire for burnt
offerings to Baal, which I didn’t command,
nor speak,which didn’t even enter intomy
mind.

6Therefore, behold, thedays come,” says
Yahweh, “that this place will no more be
called ‘Topheth’, nor ‘The Valley of the son
of Hinnom’, but ‘The valley of Slaughter’.

7“ ‘ “Iwillmake the counsel of Judahand
Jerusalem void in this place. I will cause
them to fall by the sword before their en-
emies, and by the hand of those who seek
their life. I will give their dead bodies to
be food for the birds of the sky and for the
animals of the earth.

8 I will make this city an astonishment
and a hissing. Everyone who passes by it
will be astonished and hiss because of all
its plagues.

9 Iwill cause them to eat theflesh of their
sons and the flesh of their daughters. They
will each eat the flesh of his friend in the
siege and in the distress with which their
enemies, and thosewho seek their life,will
distress them.” ’

10 “Then you shall break the container in
the sight of themenwho go with you,

11and shall tell them, ‘Yahweh of Armies
says: “Even so I will break this people and
this cityasonebreaksapotter’svessel, that
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can’t bemadewhole again. Theywill bury
in Topheth until there is no place to bury.

12 This is what I will do to this place,”
says Yahweh, “and to its inhabitants, even
making this city as Topheth.

13 The houses of Jerusalem and the
houses of the kings of Judah, which are
defiled, will be as the place of Topheth,
even all the houses on whose roofs they
have burned incense to all the army of the
sky and have poured out drink offerings to
other gods.” ’ ”

14 Then Jeremiah came from Topheth,
where Yahweh had sent him to prophesy,
and he stood in the court of Yahweh’s
house, and said to all the people:

15 “Yahweh of Armies, the God of Israel
says, ‘Behold, I will bring on this city and
on all its towns all the evil that I have
pronounced against it, because they have
made their neck stiff, that they may not
hear mywords.’ ”

20
1 Now Pashhur, the son of Immer the

priest, who was chief officer in Yahweh’s
house, heard Jeremiah prophesying these
things.

2 Then Pashhur struck Jeremiah the
prophet and put him in the stocks that
were in the upper gate of Benjamin, which
was in Yahweh’s house.

3 On the next day, Pashhur released
Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then Jeremiah
said to him, “Yahweh has not called your
name Pashhur, but Magormissabib.†

4 For Yahweh says, ‘Behold, I will make
you a terror to yourself and to all your
friends. Theywill fall by the sword of their
enemies, and your eyes will see it. I will
give all Judah into the hand of the king of
Babylon, and hewill carry them captive to
Babylon, andwill kill themwith the sword.

5Moreover Iwill giveall the richesof this
city, and all its gains, and all its precious
things, yes, I will give all the treasures of
the kings of Judah into the hand of their
enemies. They will make them captives,
take them, and carry them to Babylon.

6 You, Pashhur, and all who dwell in
your house will go into captivity. You will
come to Babylon, and there you will die,
and there you will be buried, you, and all
your friends, to whom you have prophe-
sied falsely.’ ”
7 Yahweh, you have persuaded me, and I

was persuaded.
You are stronger than I, and have pre-
vailed.

I have become a laughingstock all day.
Everyonemocks me.

8For as often as I speak, I cry out;
I cry, “Violence and destruction!”

because Yahweh’s word has been made a
reproach to me,

and a derision, all day.
9 If I say that I will not make mention of

him,
or speak anymore in his name,

then there is inmy heart as it were a burn-
ing fire shut up inmy bones.

I amweary with holding it in.
I can’t.

10For I have heard the defaming of many:
“Terror on every side!
Denounce, and we will denounce
him!”

say all my familiar friends,
those whowatch for my fall.

“Perhaps he will be persuaded,
and wewill prevail against him,
andwewill take our revenge on him.”

11 But Yahweh is with me as an awesome
mighty one.

Therefore my persecutors will stum-
ble,

and they won’t prevail.
They will be utterly disappointed

because they have not dealt wisely,
even with an everlasting dishonor
which will never be forgotten.

12 But Yahweh of Armies, who tests the
righteous,

who sees the heart and themind,
let me see your vengeance on them,

for I have revealedmy cause to you.
13 Sing to Yahweh!

Praise Yahweh,
† 20:3 “Magormissabib”means “surrounded by terror”
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for he has delivered the soul of the
needy from the hand of evildoers.

14Cursed is the day in which I was born.
Don’t let the day in which my mother
boreme be blessed.

15 Cursed is the man who brought news to
my father, saying,

“A boy is born to you,” making him
very glad.

16 Let that man be as the cities which Yah-
weh overthrew,

and didn’t repent.
Let him hear a cry in themorning,

and shouting at noontime,
17 because he didn’t kill me from the

womb.
So my mother would have been my
grave,

and her womb always great.
18Why did I come out of the womb to see

labor and sorrow,
that my days should be consumed
with shame?

21
1Thewordwhichcame to Jeremiah from

Yahweh, when King Zedekiah sent to him
Pashhur the son of Malchijah, and Zepha-
niah the son of Maaseiah, the priest, say-
ing,

2 “Please inquire of Yahweh for us; for
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon makes
war against us. Perhaps Yahweh will
deal with us according to all his wondrous
works, that hemaywithdraw from us.”

3 Then Jeremiah said to them, “Tell
Zedekiah:

4 ‘Yahweh, the God of Israel says, “Be-
hold, I will turn back the weapons of
war that are in your hands, with which
you fight against the king of Babylon, and
against the Chaldeans who besiege you
outside the walls; and I will gather them
into themiddle of this city.

5 I myself will fight against you with an
outstretched hand and with a strong arm,
even in anger, in wrath, and in great indig-
nation.

6 I will strike the inhabitants of this city,
both man and animal. They will die of a
great pestilence.

7 Afterward,” says Yahweh, “I will de-
liver Zedekiah king of Judah, his servants,
and the people, even those who are left
in this city from the pestilence, from the
sword, and from the famine, into the hand
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and
into the hand of their enemies, and into
the hand of those who seek their life. He
will strike themwith the edgeof the sword.
He will not spare them, have pity, or have
mercy.” ’

8 “You shall say to this people, ‘Yahweh
says: “Behold, I set before you the way of
life and the way of death.

9 He who remains in this city will die
by the sword, by the famine, and by the
pestilence, but hewho goes out and passes
over to the Chaldeans who besiege you, he
will live, and he will escape with his life.

10 For I have set my face on this city for
evil, and not for good,” says Yahweh. “It
will be given into the hand of the king of
Babylon, and he will burn it with fire.” ’

11 “Concerning the house of the king of
Judah, hear Yahweh’s word:

12House of David, Yahweh says,
‘Execute justice in themorning,

and deliver him who is robbed out of
the hand of the oppressor,

lest mywrath go out like fire,
and burn so that no one can quench it,
because of the evil of your doings.

13Behold, I amagainst you, O inhabitant of
the valley,

and of the rock of the plain,’ says Yah-
weh.

‘You that say, “Who would come down
against us?”

or, “Who would enter into our
homes?”

14 Iwill punish youaccording to the fruit of
your doings,’ says Yahweh;

‘and I will kindle a fire in her forest,
and it will devour all that is around
her.’ ”

22
1 Yahweh said, “Go down to the house

of the king of Judah, and speak this word
there:
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2 ‘Hear Yahweh’s word, king of Judah,
who sits on David’s throne—you, your ser-
vants, and your people who enter in by
these gates.

3Yahwehsays: “Execute justiceandrigh-
teousness, and deliver him who is robbed
out of the hand of the oppressor. Do no
wrong. Do no violence to the foreigner,
the fatherless, or the widow. Don’t shed
innocent blood in this place.

4 For if you do this thing indeed, then
kings sittingonDavid’s thronewill enter in
by thegatesof thishouse, riding inchariots
and on horses—they, their servants, and
their people.

5 But if you will not hear these words, I
swear by myself,” says Yahweh, “that this
house will become a desolation.” ’ ”

6For Yahweh says concerning the house
of the king of Judah:
“You are Gilead to me,

the head of Lebanon.
Yet surely I will make you a wilderness,

cities which are not inhabited.
7 I will prepare destroyers against you,

everyone with his weapons,
and theywill cut down your choice cedars,

and cast them into the fire.
8“Manynationswill passby this city, and

they will each ask his neighbor, ‘Why has
Yahweh done this to this great city?’

9 Then they will answer, ‘Because they
abandoned the covenant of Yahweh their
God, worshiped other gods, and served
them.’ ”
10Don’t weep for the dead.

Don’t bemoan him;
but weep bitterly for himwho goes away,

for he will return nomore,
and not see his native country.

11 For Yahweh says touching Shallum the
son of Josiah, king of Judah, who reigned
instead of Josiah his father, and who went
out of this place: “He won’t return there
anymore.
12 But he will die in the place where they
have led him captive. He will see this land
nomore.”
13 “Woe to him who builds his house by

unrighteousness,
and his rooms by injustice;

who uses his neighbor’s service without
wages,

and doesn’t give him his hire;
14 who says, ‘I will build myself a wide

house and spacious rooms,’
and cuts out windows for himself,

with a cedar ceiling,
and painted with red.

15 “Should you reign because you strive to
excel in cedar?

Didn’t your father eat and drink,
and do justice and righteousness?
Then it was well with him.

16 He judged the cause of the poor and
needy;

so then it was well.
Wasn’t this to knowme?”

says Yahweh.
17Butyoureyesandyourheart areonly for

your covetousness,
for shedding innocent blood,
for oppression, and for doing vio-
lence.”

18 Therefore Yahweh says concerning Je-
hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah:
“They won’t lament for him,

saying, ‘Ahmy brother!’ or, ‘Ah sister!’
They won’t lament for him,

saying ‘Ah lord!’ or, ‘Ah his glory!’
19 He will be buried with the burial of a

donkey,
drawnandcastoutbeyond thegatesof
Jerusalem.”

20 “Go up to Lebanon, and cry out.
Lift up your voice in Bashan,

and cry from Abarim;
for all your lovers have been de-
stroyed.

21 I spoke to you in your prosperity,
but you said, ‘I will not listen.’

This has been your way from your youth,
that you didn’t obeymy voice.

22The wind will feed all your shepherds,
and your lovers will go into captivity.

Surely then you will be ashamed
and confounded for all your wicked-
ness.

23 Inhabitant of Lebanon,
whomakes your nest in the cedars,

how greatly to be pitied you will be when
pangs come on you,
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the pain as of a woman in travail!
24 “As I live,” says Yahweh, “though Co-

niah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah
were the signet on my right hand, I would
still pluck you from there.

25 Iwould give you into the handof those
who seek your life, and into the hand of
themofwhomyouareafraid, even into the
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
and into the hand of the Chaldeans.

26 I will cast you out with your mother
who bore you into another country, where
you were not born; and there you will die.

27 But to the land to which their soul
longs to return, there theywill not return.”
28 Is this man Coniah a despised broken

vessel?
Is he avessel inwhichnoonedelights?

Whyare they cast out, he andhis offspring,
and cast into a land which they don’t
know?

29O earth, earth, earth,
hear Yahweh’s word!

30Yahweh says,
“Record this man as childless,
a man who will not prosper in his
days;

for no more will a man of his offspring
prosper,

sitting on David’s throne
and ruling in Judah.”

23
1“Woe to the shepherdswhodestroyand

scatter the sheep of my pasture!” says
Yahweh.

2 Therefore Yahweh, the God of Israel,
says against the shepherds who feed my
people: “You have scattered my flock,
driven them away, and have not visited
them. Behold, I will visit on you the evil of
your doings,” says Yahweh.

3 “I will gather the remnant of my flock
out of all the countrieswhere Ihavedriven
them, and will bring them again to their
folds; and they will be fruitful and multi-
ply.

4 I will set up shepherds over them who
will feed them. They will no longer be
afraid or dismayed, neither will any be
lacking,” says Yahweh.
5 “Behold, the days come,” says Yahweh,

“that I will raise to David a righteous
Branch;

and he will reign as king and deal wisely,
andwill execute justice and righteous-
ness in the land.

6 In his days Judah will be saved,
and Israel will dwell safely.

This is his namebywhich hewill be called:
Yahweh our righteousness.

7 “Therefore, behold, the days come,” says
Yahweh, “that they will no more say, ‘As
Yahweh lives,whobroughtup thechildren
of Israel out of the land of Egypt;’
8 but, ‘As Yahweh lives, who brought up
and who led the offspring of the house of
Israel out of the north country, and from
all the countrieswhere I had driven them.’
Then they will dwell in their own land.”

9Concerning the prophets:
My heart withinme is broken.

All my bones shake.
I am like a drunkenman,

and like a man whom wine has over-
come,

because of Yahweh,
and because of his holy words.

10 “For the land is full of adulterers;
for because of the curse the land
mourns.

The pastures of the wilderness have dried
up.

Their course is evil,
and their might is not right;

11 for both prophet and priest are profane.
Yes, in my house I have found their
wickedness,” says Yahweh.

12 Therefore their way will be to them as
slippery places in the darkness.

They will be driven on,
and fall therein;

for I will bring evil on them,
even the year of their visitation,” says
Yahweh.

13 “I have seen folly in the prophets of
Samaria.

They prophesied by Baal,
and causedmy people Israel to err.

14 In the prophets of Jerusalem I have also
seen a horrible thing:

they commit adultery andwalk in lies.
They strengthen the hands of evildoers,
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so that no one returns from his
wickedness.

They have all become tome as Sodom,
and its inhabitants as Gomorrah.”

15Therefore Yahweh of Armies says con-
cerning the prophets:
“Behold, I will feed themwithwormwood,

andmake themdrink poisonedwater;
for from the prophets of Jerusalem
ungodliness has gone out into all the
land.”

16Yahweh of Armies says,
“Don’t listen to the words of the prophets

who prophesy to you.
They teach you vanity.
They speakavisionof their ownheart,
and not out of themouth of Yahweh.

17 They say continually to those who de-
spise me,

‘Yahweh has said, “You will have
peace;” ’

and to everyone who walks in the stub-
bornness of his own heart they say,

‘No evil will come on you.’
18 For who has stood in the council of Yah-

weh,
that he should perceive and hear his
word?

Who has listened to my word, and
heard it?

19 Behold, Yahweh’s storm, his wrath, has
gone out.

Yes, a whirling storm!
It will burst on the head of thewicked.

20 Yahweh’s anger will not return until he
has executed

andperformed the intents ofhisheart.
In the latter days, youwill understand
it perfectly.

21 I didn’t send theseprophets, yet theyran.
I didn’t speak to them, yet they proph-
esied.

22But if they had stood inmy council,
then they would have caused my peo-
ple to hear mywords,

and would have turned them from their
evil way,

and from the evil of their doings.

23 “Am I a God at hand,” says Yahweh,
“and not a God afar off?

24Can anyone hide himself in secret places
so that I can’t see him?” says Yahweh.

“Don’t I fill heaven and earth?” says
Yahweh.

25 “I have heard what the prophets have
said, who prophesy lies in my name, say-
ing, ‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’

26 How long will this be in the heart of
the prophets who prophesy lies, even the
prophets of the deceit of their own heart?

27 They intend to cause my people to
forget my name by their dreams which
they each tell his neighbor, as their fathers
forgot my name because of Baal.

28The prophet who has a dream, let him
tell a dream; and he who has my word, let
him speak my word faithfully. What is the
straw to the wheat?” says Yahweh.

29“Isn’tmyword likefire?” saysYahweh;
“and like a hammer that breaks the rock in
pieces?

30 “Therefore behold, I am against the
prophets,” says Yahweh, “who each steal
mywords from his neighbor.

31 Behold, I am against the prophets,”
says Yahweh, “who use their tongues, and
say, ‘He says.’

32Behold, I am against thosewho proph-
esy lying dreams,” says Yahweh, “who tell
them, and cause my people to err by their
lies, and by their vain boasting; yet I didn’t
send them or command them. They don’t
profit this people at all,” says Yahweh.

33 “When this people, or the prophet,
or a priest, asks you, saying, ‘What is the
message fromYahweh?’ Thenyoushall tell
them, ‘ “Whatmessage? Iwill cast you off,”
says Yahweh.’

34 As for the prophet, the priest, and
the people, who say, ‘The message from
Yahweh,’ I will even punish that man and
his household.

35You will say everyone to his neighbor,
and everyone to his brother, ‘What has
Yahweh answered?’ and, ‘What has Yah-
weh said?’

36 You will mention the message from
Yahweh no more, for every man’s own
word has become his message; for you
have perverted the words of the living
God, of Yahweh of Armies, our God.
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37You will say to the prophet, ‘What has
Yahweh answered you?’ and, ‘What has
Yahweh spoken?’

38 Although you say, ‘The message from
Yahweh,’ therefore Yahweh says: ‘Because
you say thisword, “Themessage fromYah-
weh,” and I have sent to you, telling you
not to say, “Themessage from Yahweh,”

39 therefore behold, I will utterly forget
you, and I will cast you off with the city
that I gave to youand to your fathers, away
frommy presence.

40 Iwill bring an everlasting reproach on
you, andaperpetual shame,whichwill not
be forgotten.’ ”

24
1 Yahweh showed me, and behold, two

baskets of figs were set before Yahweh’s
temple, after Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon had carried away captive Je-
coniah the son of Jehoiakim, king of
Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the
craftsmen and smiths, from Jerusalem,
and had brought them to Babylon.

2 One basket had very good figs, like
the figs that are first-ripe; and the other
basket had very bad figs, which could not
be eaten, they were so bad.

3 Then Yahweh asked me, “What do you
see, Jeremiah?”
I said, “Figs. The good figs are very good,

and the bad are very bad, so bad that they
can’t be eaten.”

4Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
5 “Yahweh, the God of Israel says: ‘Like

these goodfigs, so Iwill regard the captives
of Judah,whomIhave sentoutof thisplace
into the land of the Chaldeans, as good.

6For I will set my eyes on them for good,
and I will bring them again to this land. I
will build them, and not pull them down. I
will plant them, and not pluck them up.

7 Iwill give themaheart toknowme, that
I am Yahweh. They will be my people, and
I will be their God; for they will return to
mewith their whole heart.

8 “ ‘As the bad figs, which can’t be eaten,
they are so bad,’ surely Yahweh says, ‘So
I will give up Zedekiah the king of Ju-
dah, and his princes, and the remnant of

Jerusalem who remain in this land, and
those who dwell in the land of Egypt.

9 I will even give them up to be tossed
back and forth among all the kingdoms of
the earth for evil, to be a reproach and a
proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places
where I will drive them.

10 I will send the sword, the famine, and
the pestilence among them, until they are
consumed from off the land that I gave to
them and to their fathers.’ ”

25
1 The word that came to Jeremiah con-

cerning all the people of Judah, in the
fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah,
king of Judah (this was the first year of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon),

2 which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to
all thepeopleof Judah, and toall the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem:

3 From the thirteenth year of Josiah the
son of Amon, king of Judah, even to this
day, these twenty-three years, Yahweh’s
word has come tome, and I have spoken to
you, rising up early and speaking; but you
have not listened.

4Yahweh has sent to you all his servants
the prophets, rising up early and sending
them(but youhavenot listenedor inclined
your ear to hear),

5 saying, “Return now everyone fromhis
evil way, and from the evil of your doings,
and dwell in the land that Yahweh has
given to you and to your fathers, from of
old and even forever more.

6Don’t go after other gods to serve them
or worship them, and don’t provoke me to
anger with the work of your hands; then I
will do you no harm.”

7 “Yet you have not listened to me,” says
Yahweh, “that you may provoke me to
anger with thework of your hands to your
own hurt.”

8Therefore Yahweh of Armies says: “Be-
cause you have not heardmywords,

9 behold, I will send and take all the
families of the north,” says Yahweh, “and
I will send to Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon, my servant, and will bring them
against this land, and against its inhabi-
tants, andagainst all thesenations around.
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I will utterly destroy them, andmake them
an astonishment, and a hissing, and per-
petual desolations.

10 Moreover I will take from them the
voice of mirth and the voice of gladness,
the voice of the bridegroom and the voice
of the bride, the sound of the millstones,
and the light of the lamp.

11 This whole land will be a desolation,
and an astonishment; and these nations
will serve the king of Babylon seventy
years.

12 “It will happen, when seventy years
are accomplished, that I will punish the
king of Babylon and that nation,” says Yah-
weh, “for their iniquity. I will make the
land of the Chaldeans desolate forever.

13 I will bring on that land all my words
which I have pronounced against it, even
all that is written in this book, which
Jeremiah has prophesied against all the
nations.

14For many nations and great kings will
make bondservants of them, even of them.
I will recompense them according to their
deeds, and according to the work of their
hands.”

15 For Yahweh, the God of Israel, says to
me: “Take this cup of the wine of wrath
frommy hand, and cause all the nations to
whom I send you to drink it.

16 They will drink, and reel back and
forth, and be insane, because of the sword
that I will send among them.”

17Then I took the cup at Yahweh’s hand,
andmadeall thenations to drink, towhom
Yahweh had sent me:

18 Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah,
with its kings and its princes, tomake them
a desolation, an astonishment, a hissing,
and a curse, as it is today;

19 Pharaoh king of Egypt, with his ser-
vants, his princes, and all his people;

20 and all the mixed people, and all the
kings of the land of Uz, all the kings of the
Philistines, Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and the
remnant of Ashdod;

21 Edom, Moab, and the children of Am-
mon;

22 and all the kings of Tyre, all the kings
of Sidon, and the kings of the isle which is
beyond the sea;

23 Dedan, Tema, Buz, and all who have
the corners of their beard cut off;

24 and all the kings of Arabia, all the
kings of themixed peoplewho dwell in the
wilderness;

25and all the kings of Zimri, all the kings
of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes;

26 and all the kings of the north, far
and near, one with another; and all the
kingdoms of the world, which are on the
surface of the earth. The king of Sheshach
will drink after them.

27 “You shall tell them, ‘Yahweh of
Armies, the God of Israel says: “Drink, and
be drunk, vomit, fall, and rise no more,
because of the sword which I will send
among you.” ’

28 It shall be, if they refuse to take the cup
at your hand to drink, then you shall tell
them, ‘Yahweh of Armies says: “You shall
surely drink.

29 For, behold, I begin to work evil at
the city which is called by my name; and
should you be utterly unpunished? You
will not be unpunished; for I will call for
a sword on all the inhabitants of the earth,
says Yahweh of Armies.” ’

30 “Therefore prophesy against them all
these words, and tell them,
“ ‘Yahwehwill roar from on high,

and utter his voice from his holy habi-
tation.

He will mightily roar against his fold.
He will give a shout, as those who tread

grapes,
against all the inhabitants of the earth.

31A noise will come even to the end of the
earth;

for Yahwehhas a controversywith the
nations.

He will enter into judgment with all flesh.
As for the wicked, he will give them to
the sword,” ’ says Yahweh.”

32Yahweh of Armies says,
“Behold, evil will go out from nation to

nation,
and a great storm will be raised up
from the uttermost parts of the
earth.”

33 The slain of Yahweh will be at that day
fromone end of the earth even to the other
end of the earth. They won’t be lamented.
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They won’t be gathered or buried. They
will be dung on the surface of the ground.
34Wail, you shepherds, and cry.

Wallow indust, you leaderof theflock;
for the days of your slaughter and of your

dispersions have fully come,
and youwill fall like fine pottery.

35The shepherds will have no way to flee.
The leader of the flock will have no
escape.

36A voice of the cry of the shepherds,
and the wailing of the leader of the
flock,

for Yahweh destroys their pasture.
37The peaceful folds are brought to silence

because of the fierce anger of Yahweh.
38He has left his covert, as the lion;

for their land has become an aston-
ishment because of the fierceness of
the oppression,

and because of his fierce anger.

26
1 In the beginning of the reign of Je-

hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah,
this word came from Yahweh:

2 “Yahweh says: ‘Stand in the court of
Yahweh’s house, and speak to all the cities
of Judah which come to worship in Yah-
weh’s house, all thewords that I command
you to speak to them. Don’t omit a word.

3 It may be they will listen, and every
man turn from his evil way, that I may
relent from the evil which I intend to do to
them because of the evil of their doings.’ ”

4 You shall tell them, “Yahweh says: ‘If
youwill not listen tome, towalk inmy law
which I have set before you,

5 to listen to thewords ofmy servants the
prophets whom I send to you, even rising
up early and sending them—but you have
not listened—

6 then I will make this house like Shiloh,
and will make this city a curse to all the
nations of the earth.’ ”

7 The priests and the prophets and all
the people heard Jeremiah speaking these
words in Yahweh’s house.

8When Jeremiah had finished speaking
all that Yahweh had commanded him to
speak to all the people, the priests and the

prophets and all the people seized him,
saying, “You shall surely die!

9Why have you prophesied in Yahweh’s
name, saying, ‘This house will be like
Shiloh, and this city will be desolate, with-
out inhabitant’?” All the people were
crowded around Jeremiah in Yahweh’s
house.

10When theprincesof Judahheard these
things, they cameup from the king’s house
to Yahweh’s house; and they sat in the
entry of the new gate of Yahweh’s house.

11 Then the priests and the prophets
spoke to the princes and to all the people,
saying, “This man is worthy of death, for
he has prophesied against this city, as you
have heard with your ears.”

12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the princes
and to all the people, saying, “Yahweh sent
me to prophesy against this house and
against this city all thewords that youhave
heard.

13Now therefore amend your ways and
your doings, and obey Yahweh your God’s
voice; then Yahweh will relent from the
evil that he has pronounced against you.

14 But as for me, behold, I am in your
hand. Do with me what is good and right
in your eyes.

15 Only know for certain that if you put
me to death, youwill bring innocent blood
on yourselves, on this city, and on its in-
habitants; for in truth Yahweh has sentme
to you to speak all these words in your
ears.”

16 Then the princes and all the people
said to the priests and to the prophets:
“This man is not worthy of death; for he
has spoken to us in the name of Yahweh
our God.”

17 Then certain of the elders of the land
rose up, and spoke to all the assembly of
the people, saying,

18 “Micah the Morashtite prophesied in
the days of Hezekiah king of Judah; and
he spoke to all the people of Judah, saying,
‘Yahweh of Armies says:
“ ‘Zion will be plowed as a field,

and Jerusalemwill become heaps,
and the mountain of the house as the
high places of a forest.’
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19DidHezekiahkingof Judahandall Judah
put him to death? Didn’t he fear Yah-
weh, and entreat the favor of Yahweh, and
Yahweh relented of the disaster which he
had pronounced against them? We would
commit great evil against our own souls
that way!”

20Therewas also amanwho prophesied
inYahweh’sname,Uriah the sonof Shema-
iah of Kiriath Jearim; and he prophesied
against this city and against this land ac-
cording to all the words of Jeremiah.

21When Jehoiakim the king, with all his
mighty men and all the princes heard his
words, the king sought to put him to death;
but when Uriah heard it, he was afraid,
and fled, and went into Egypt.

22 Then Jehoiakim the king sent El-
nathan the son of Achbor and certainmen
with him into Egypt.

23 They fetched Uriah out of Egypt and
brought him to Jehoiakim the king, who
killed him with the sword and cast his
dead body into the graves of the common
people.

24 But the hand of Ahikam the son of
Shaphan was with Jeremiah, so that they
didn’t give him into the hand of the people
to put him to death.

27
1 In the beginning of the reign of Je-

hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah,
this word came to Jeremiah from Yahweh,
saying,

2 Yahweh says to me: “Make bonds and
bars, and put them on your neck.

3 Then send them to the king of Edom,
to the king of Moab, to the king of the
children of Ammon, to the king of Tyre,
and to the king of Sidon, by the hand of
the messengers who come to Jerusalem to
Zedekiah king of Judah.

4Give thema command to theirmasters,
saying, ‘Yahweh of Armies, the God of Is-
rael says, “You shall tell yourmasters:

5 ‘Ihavemade theearth, themen, and the
animals that are on the surface of the earth
bymygreat power andbymyoutstretched
arm. I give it to whom it seems right tome.

6 Now I have given all these lands into
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of

Babylon, my servant. I have also given the
animals of the field to him to serve him.

7All the nations will serve him, his son,
and his son’s son, until the time of his own
land comes. Then many nations and great
kings will make him their bondservant.

8 “ ‘ “ ‘It will happen that I will punish
the nation and the kingdomwhichwill not
serve the same Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, and that will not put their neck
under theyokeof thekingofBabylon,’ says
Yahweh, ‘with the sword, with famine,
andwithpestilence, until I have consumed
them by his hand.

9 But as for you, don’t listen to your
prophets, to yourdiviners, to yourdreams,
to your soothsayers, or to your sorcerers,
who speak to you, saying, “You shall not
serve the king of Babylon;”

10 for they prophesy a lie to you, to re-
move you far from your land, so that I
would drive you out, and you would per-
ish.

11 But the nation that brings their neck
under the yoke of the king of Babylon and
serves him, that nation I will let remain
in their own land,’ says Yahweh; ‘and they
will till it and dwell in it.’ ” ’ ”

12 I spoke to Zedekiah king of Judah ac-
cording to all these words, saying, “Bring
your necks under the yoke of the king of
Babylon, and serve him and his people,
and live.

13Whywill youdie, youandyourpeople,
by the sword, by the famine, and by the
pestilence, asYahwehhas spokenconcern-
ing thenation thatwillnot serve thekingof
Babylon?

14 Don’t listen to the words of the
prophets who speak to you, saying, ‘You
shall not serve the king of Babylon;’ for
they prophesy a lie to you.

15 For I have not sent them,” says Yah-
weh, “but they prophesy falsely in my
name; that I may drive you out, and that
youmayperish, you, and theprophetswho
prophesy to you.”

16 Also I spoke to the priests and to all
this people, saying, Yahweh says, “Don’t
listen to the words of your prophets who
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prophesy to you, saying, ‘Behold, the ves-
sels of Yahweh’s house will now shortly
be brought again from Babylon;’ for they
prophesy a lie to you.

17 Don’t listen to them. Serve the king
of Babylon, and live. Why should this city
become a desolation?

18 But if they are prophets, and if Yah-
weh’s word is with them, let them now
make intercession to Yahweh of Armies,
that the vessels which are left in Yahweh’s
house, in the house of the king of Judah,
and at Jerusalem, don’t go to Babylon.

19ForYahwehofArmies says concerning
the pillars, concerning the sea, concerning
the bases, and concerning the rest of the
vessels that are left in this city,

20which Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon didn’t take when he carried away cap-
tive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of
Judah, from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all
the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem—

21 yes, Yahweh of Armies, the God of
Israel, says concerning the vessels that are
left in Yahweh’s house, and in the house of
the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem:

22 ‘They will be carried to Babylon, and
there they will be, until the day that I visit
them,’ says Yahweh; ‘then Iwill bring them
up, and restore them to this place.’ ”

28
1 That same year, in the beginning of

the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the
fourth year, in the fifth month, Hananiah
the son of Azzur, the prophet, who was of
Gibeon, spoke to me in Yahweh’s house, in
the presence of the priests and of all the
people, saying,

2 “Yahweh of Armies, the God of Israel,
says, ‘I have broken the yoke of the king of
Babylon.

3Within two full years I will bring again
into this place all the vessels of Yahweh’s
house that Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon took away from this place and carried
to Babylon.

4 I will bring again to this place Jeco-
niah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah,
with all the captives of Judah, whowent to

Babylon,’ says Yahweh; ‘for Iwill break the
yoke of the king of Babylon.’ ”

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to the
prophet Hananiah in the presence of the
priests, and in the presence of all the peo-
ple who stood in Yahweh’s house,

6 even the prophet Jeremiah said,
“Amen! May Yahweh do so. May Yahweh
perform your words which you have
prophesied, to bring again the vessels of
Yahweh’s house, and all those who are
captives, from Babylon to this place.

7 Nevertheless listen now to this word
that I speak in your ears, and in the ears of
all the people:

8Theprophetswhohavebeenbeforeme
and before you of old prophesied against
many countries, and against great king-
doms, of war, of evil, and of pestilence.

9 As for the prophet who prophesies of
peace, when the word of the prophet hap-
pens, then the prophet will be known, that
Yahweh has truly sent him.”

10 Then Hananiah the prophet took the
bar from off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck,
and broke it.

11Hananiah spoke in the presence of all
the people, saying, “Yahweh says: ‘Even so
I will break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon from off the neck of all the
nations within two full years.’ ” Then the
prophet Jeremiah went his way.

12 Then Yahweh’s word came to
Jeremiah, after Hananiah the prophet had
broken the bar from off the neck of the
prophet Jeremiah, saying,

13 “Go, and tell Hananiah, saying, ‘Yah-
weh says, “You have broken the bars of
wood, but you have made in their place
bars of iron.”

14 For Yahweh of Armies, the God of Is-
rael says, “I have put a yoke of iron on the
neck of all these nations, that they may
serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon;
and they will serve him. I have also given
him the animals of the field.” ’ ”

15 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to
Hananiah the prophet, “Listen, Hananiah!
Yahweh has not sent you, but you make
this people trust in a lie.
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16Therefore Yahweh says, ‘Behold, I will
send you away from off the surface of the
earth. This year you will die, because you
have spoken rebellion against Yahweh.’ ”

17 So Hananiah the prophet died the
same year in the seventhmonth.

29
1 Now these are the words of the let-

ter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from
Jerusalem to the residue of the elders of
the captivity, and to the priests, to the
prophets, and to all the people whomNeb-
uchadnezzar had carried away captive
from Jerusalem to Babylon,

2 (after Jeconiah the king, the queen
mother, the eunuchs, the princes of Ju-
dah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the
smiths had departed from Jerusalem),

3 by the hand of Elasah the son of
Shaphan andGemariah the son of Hilkiah,
(whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to
Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon). It said:

4 Yahweh of Armies, the God of Israel,
says to all the captives whom I have
caused to be carried away captive from
Jerusalem to Babylon:

5 “Build houses and dwell in them.
Plant gardens and eat their fruit.

6 Take wives and father sons and
daughters. Take wives for your sons, and
give your daughters to husbands, that they
may bear sons and daughters. Multiply
there, and don’t be diminished.

7 Seek the peace of the city where I
have caused you to be carried away cap-
tive, and pray to Yahweh for it; for in its
peace you will have peace.”

8 For Yahweh of Armies, the God of
Israel says: “Don’t let your prophets who
are among you and your diviners deceive
you. Don’t listen toyourdreamswhichyou
cause to be dreamed.

9 For they prophesy falsely to you in
my name. I have not sent them,” says
Yahweh.

10 For Yahweh says, “After seventy
years are accomplished for Babylon, I will
visit you and perform my good word to-
ward you, in causing you to return to this
place.

11 For I know the thoughts that I think
toward you,” says Yahweh, “thoughts of
peace, and not of evil, to give you hope and
a future.

12Youshall call onme, andyoushall go
and pray to me, and I will listen to you.

13You shall seekmeandfindme,when
you search for mewith all your heart.

14 Iwill be foundbyyou,” saysYahweh,
“and I will turn again your captivity, and
I will gather you from all the nations, and
from all the places where I have driven
you,” says Yahweh. “I will bring you again
to the place fromwhere I caused you to be
carried away captive.”

15Because youhave said, “Yahwehhas
raised us up prophets in Babylon,”

16 Yahweh says concerning the king
who sits on David’s throne, and concern-
ing all the people who dwell in this city,
your brothers who haven’t gone with you
into captivity,

17 Yahweh of Armies says: “Behold, I
will send on them the sword, the famine,
and thepestilence, andwillmake themlike
rotten figs that can’t be eaten, they are so
bad.

18 I will pursue after them with the
sword,with the famine, andwith the pesti-
lence, and will deliver them to be tossed
back and forth among all the kingdoms
of the earth, to be an object of horror, an
astonishment, a hissing, and a reproach
among all the nations where I have driven
them,

19because theyhavenot listened tomy
words,” says Yahweh, “withwhich I sent to
them my servants the prophets, rising up
early and sending them; but youwouldnot
hear,” says Yahweh.

20 Hear therefore Yahweh’s word, all
you captives whom I have sent away
from Jerusalem to Babylon.

21Yahweh of Armies, the God of Israel,
says concerning Ahab the son of Kolaiah,
and concerning Zedekiah the son of Maa-
seiah, who prophesy a lie to you in my
name: “Behold, I will deliver them into the
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon;
and he will kill them before your eyes.

22A curse will be taken up about them
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by all the captives of Judah who are in
Babylon, saying, ‘Yahweh make you like
Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the king of
Babylon roasted in the fire;’

23 because they have done foolish
things in Israel, and have committed adul-
tery with their neighbors’wives, and have
spoken words in my name falsely, which
I didn’t command them. I am he who
knows, and amwitness,” says Yahweh.

24Concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite
you shall speak, saying,

25 “Yahweh of Armies, the God of Israel,
says, ‘Because youhave sent letters in your
own name to all the people who are at
Jerusalem, and to Zephaniah the son of
Maaseiah, the priest, and to all the priests,
saying,

26 “Yahweh has made you priest in the
place of Jehoiada the priest, that theremay
be officers in Yahweh’s house, for every
man who is crazy and makes himself a
prophet, that you should put him in the
stocks and in shackles.

27Now therefore, why have you not re-
buked Jeremiah of Anathoth, who makes
himself a prophet to you,

28 because he has sent to us in Babylon,
saying, The captivity is long. Build houses,
and dwell in them. Plant gardens, and eat
their fruit?” ’ ”

29Zephaniah the priest read this letter in
the hearing of Jeremiah the prophet.

30 Then Yahweh’s word came to
Jeremiah, saying,

31 “Send to all of the captives, say-
ing, ‘Yahweh says concerning Shemaiah
the Nehelamite: “Because Shemaiah has
prophesied to you, and I didn’t send him,
and he has caused you to trust in a lie,”

32 therefore Yahweh says, “Behold, I will
punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite and his
offspring. He will not have a man to dwell
among this people. He won’t see the good
that I will do to my people,” says Yahweh,
“because he has spoken rebellion against
Yahweh.” ’ ”

30
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from

Yahweh, saying,

2 “Yahweh, the God of Israel, says, ‘Write
all thewords that I have spoken to you in a
book.

3 For, behold, the days come,’ says Yah-
weh, ‘that I will reverse the captivity ofmy
people Israel and Judah,’ says Yahweh. ‘I
will cause them to return to the land that I
gave to their fathers, and they will possess
it.’ ”

4These are thewords that Yahweh spoke
concerning Israel and concerning Judah.

5For Yahweh says:
“We have heard a voice of trembling;

a voice of fear, and not of peace.
6Ask now, and see whether a man travails

with child.
Whydo I seeeverymanwithhishands
on his waist, as a woman in travail,

and all faces are turned pale?
7Alas, for that day is great, so that none is

like it!
It is even the time of Jacob’s trouble;
but he will be saved out of it.

8 It will come to pass in that day, says
Yahweh of Armies, that I will break
his yoke from off your neck,

and will burst your bonds.
Strangers will no more make them
their bondservants;

9but they will serve Yahweh their God,
and David their king,
whom I will raise up to them.

10 Therefore don’t be afraid, O Jacob my
servant, says Yahweh.

Don’t be dismayed, Israel.
For, behold, I will save you from afar,

and save your offspring from the land
of their captivity.

Jacob will return,
and will be quiet and at ease.
No one will make him afraid.

11 For I am with you, says Yahweh, to save
you;

for I will make a full end of all the
nations where I have scattered you,

but I will not make a full end of you;
but I will correct you inmeasure,

and will in no way leave you unpun-
ished.”

12For Yahweh says,
“Your hurt is incurable.

Your wound is grievous.
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13There is no one to plead your cause,
that youmay be bound up.
You have no healingmedicines.

14All your lovers have forgotten you.
They don’t seek you.

For I havewoundedyouwith thewoundof
an enemy,

with the chastisement of a cruel one,
for the greatness of your iniquity,

because your sins were increased.
15Why do you cry over your injury?

Your pain is incurable.
For the greatness of your iniquity,

because your sins have increased,
I have done these things to you.

16Therefore all those who devour you will
be devoured.

All your adversaries, everyone of
them, will go into captivity.

Those who plunder you will be plunder.
I will make all who prey on you be-
come prey.

17For I will restore health to you,
and I will heal you of your wounds,”
says Yahweh,

“because they have called you an outcast,
saying, ‘It is Zion, whom noman seeks
after.’ ”

18Yahweh says:
“Behold, I will reverse the captivity of Ja-

cob’s tents,
and have compassion on his dwelling
places.

The city will be built on its own hill,
and the palace will be inhabited in its
own place.

19Thanksgiving will proceed out of them
with the voice of those who make
merry.

I will multiply them,
and they will not be few;

I will also glorify them,
and they will not be small.

20Their children also will be as before,
and their congregation will be estab-
lished before me.

I will punish all who oppress them.
21Their prince will be one of them,

and their ruler will proceed from
among them.

I will cause him to draw near,
and he will approachme;

for who is he who has had boldness to
approachme?” says Yahweh.

22 “You shall be my people,
and I will be your God.

23 Behold, Yahweh’s storm, his wrath, has
gone out,

a sweeping storm;
it will burst on the head of the wicked.

24 The fierce anger of Yahweh will not re-
turn until he has accomplished,

and until he has performed the inten-
tions of his heart.

In the latter days you will understand
it.”

31
1 “At that time,” says Yahweh, “I will be

the God of all the families of Israel, and
they will be my people.”

2Yahweh says, “The people who survive
the sword found favor in the wilderness;
even Israel, when I went to cause him to
rest.”

3Yahweh appeared of old to me, saying,
“Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting

love.
Therefore I have drawn you with lov-
ing kindness.

4 I will build you again,
andyouwill bebuilt, O virgin of Israel.

You will again be adorned with your tam-
bourines,

and will go out in the dances of those
whomakemerry.

5 Again you will plant vineyards on the
mountains of Samaria.

The planters will plant,
and will enjoy its fruit.

6For therewill be a day that thewatchmen
on the hills of Ephraim cry,

‘Arise! Let’s go up to Zion to Yahweh
our God.’ ”

7For Yahweh says,
“Sing with gladness for Jacob,

and shout for the chief of the nations.
Publish, praise, and say,

‘Yahweh, save your people,
the remnant of Israel!’

8 Behold, I will bring them from the north
country,

and gather them from the uttermost
parts of the earth,

along with the blind and the lame,
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the woman with child and her who
travails with child together.

They will return as a great company.
9They will comewith weeping.

I will lead themwith petitions.
I will cause them to walk by rivers of wa-

ters,
in a straight way in which they won’t
stumble;

for I am a father to Israel.
Ephraim is my firstborn.

10 “Hear Yahweh’s word, you nations,
and declare it in the distant islands.
Say,

‘Hewho scattered Israel will gather him,
and keep him, as a shepherd does his
flock.’

11For Yahweh has ransomed Jacob,
and redeemed him from the hand of
himwhowas stronger than he.

12They will come and sing in the height of
Zion,

and will flow to the goodness of Yah-
weh,

to the grain, to the newwine, to the oil,
and to the youngof theflock andof the
herd.

Their soul will be as a watered garden.
They will not sorrow anymore at all.

13Then the virginwill rejoice in the dance,
the youngmen and the old together;

for I will turn their mourning into joy,
and will comfort them, and make
them rejoice from their sorrow.

14 I will satiate the soul of the priests with
fatness,

and my people will be satisfied with
my goodness,” says Yahweh.

15Yahweh says:
“A voice is heard in Ramah,

lamentation and bitter weeping,
Rachel weeping for her children.

She refuses to be comforted for her
children,

because they are nomore.”
16Yahweh says:

“Refrain your voice fromweeping,
and your eyes from tears,
for your work will be rewarded,” says
Yahweh.

“Theywill comeagain from the landof
the enemy.

17 There is hope for your latter end,” says
Yahweh.

“Your childrenwill comeagain to their
own territory.

18 “I have surely heard Ephraim grieving
thus,

‘You have chastisedme,
and I was chastised, as an untrained
calf.

Turnme, and I will be turned,
for you are Yahwehmy God.

19 Surely after that I was turned.
I repented.

After that I was instructed.
I struckmy thigh.

I was ashamed, yes, even confounded,
because I bore the reproach of my
youth.’

20 Is Ephraimmy dear son?
Is he a darling child?

For as often as I speak against him,
I still earnestly remember him.

Therefore my heart yearns for him.
I will surely have mercy on him,” says
Yahweh.

21 “Set up road signs.
Make guideposts.

Set your heart toward the highway,
even the way by which you went.

Turn again, virgin of Israel.
Turn again to these your cities.

22How long will you go here and there,
you backsliding daughter?

For Yahweh has created a new thing in the
earth:

a womanwill encompass aman.”
23 Yahweh of Armies, the God of Israel,

says: “Yet again theywill use this speech in
the land of Judah and in its cities, when I
reverse their captivity: ‘Yahweh bless you,
habitation of righteousness, mountain of
holiness.’

24 Judah and all its cities will dwell
therein together, the farmers, and those
who go about with flocks.

25For I have satiated theweary soul, and
I have replenished every sorrowful soul.”
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26On this I awakened, and saw; and my
sleep was sweet to me.

27 “Behold, the days come,” says Yahweh,
“that I will sow the house of Israel and the
house of Judah with the seed of man and
with the seed of animal.

28 It will happen that, like as I have
watched over them to pluck up and to
break down and to overthrow and to de-
stroy and to afflict, so I will watch over
them to build and to plant,” says Yahweh.

29 “In those days they will say nomore,
“ ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes,

and the children’s teeth are set on
edge.’

30 But everyone will die for his own iniq-
uity. Every man who eats the sour grapes,
his teeth will be set on edge.

31 “Behold, the days come,” says Yahweh,
“that I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel, and with the house of
Judah,

32 not according to the covenant that I
made with their fathers in the day that I
took themby the hand to bring themout of
the land of Egypt, which covenant of mine
they broke, although I was a husband to
them,” says Yahweh.

33 “But this is the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel after those
days,” says Yahweh:
“I will put my law in their inward parts,

and I will write it in their heart.
I will be their God,

and they shall be my people.
34Theywill no longer each teachhis neigh-

bor,
and every man teach his brother, say-
ing, ‘Know Yahweh;’

for they will all knowme,
from their least to their greatest,” says
Yahweh,

“for I will forgive their iniquity,
and I will remember their sin no
more.”

35Yahweh, who gives the sun for a light by
day,

and the ordinances of themoonandof
the stars for a light by night,

who stirs up the sea, so that its waves
roar—

Yahweh of Armies is his name, says:

36 “If these ordinances depart from before
me,” says Yahweh,

“then the offspring of Israel also will
cease frombeing anationbeforeme
forever.”

37 Yahweh says: “If heaven above can be
measured,

and the foundations of the earth
searched out beneath,

then Iwill also cast off all the offspring
of Israel for all that they have done,”
says Yahweh.

38 “Behold, the days come,” says Yahweh,
“that the city will be built to Yahweh from
the tower of Hananel to the gate of the
corner.

39Themeasuring linewill go out further
straight onward to the hill Gareb, and will
turn toward Goah.

40 The whole valley of the dead bodies
and of the ashes, and all the fields to the
brook Kidron, to the corner of the horse
gate toward the east, will be holy to Yah-
weh. It will not be plucked up or thrown
down anymore forever.”

32
1This is the word that came to Jeremiah

fromYahweh in the tenth year of Zedekiah
king of Judah, which was the eighteenth
year of Nebuchadnezzar.

2Now at that time the king of Babylon’s
army was besieging Jerusalem. Jeremiah
the prophet was shut up in the court of the
guard, which was in the king of Judah’s
house.

3 For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut
him up, saying, “Why do you prophesy,
and say, ‘Yahweh says, “Behold, I will give
this city into the hand of the king of Baby-
lon, and he will take it;

4 and Zedekiah king of Judah won’t es-
cape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but
will surely be delivered into the hand of
the king of Babylon, and will speak with
himmouth to mouth, and his eyes will see
his eyes;

5 and he will bring Zedekiah to Babylon,
and he will be there until I visit him,”
says Yahweh, “though you fight with the
Chaldeans, you will not prosper” ’?”
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6 Jeremiah said, “Yahweh’sword came to
me, saying,

7 ‘Behold, Hanamel the son of Shallum
your uncle will come to you, saying, “Buy
myfield that is in Anathoth; for the right of
redemption is yours to buy it.” ’ ”

8 “So Hanamel my uncle’s son came to
me in the court of the guard according to
Yahweh’s word, and said to me, ‘Please
buy my field that is in Anathoth, which is
in the land of Benjamin; for the right of
inheritance isyours, and theredemption is
yours. Buy it for yourself.’

“Then I knew that this was Yahweh’s
word.

9 I bought the field that was in Anathoth
of Hanamel my uncle’s son, and weighed
him themoney, even seventeen shekels† of
silver.

10 I signed the deed, sealed it, called
witnesses, and weighed the money in the
balances to him.

11 So I took the deed of the purchase,
both thatwhichwas sealed, containing the
terms and conditions, and that which was
open;

12 and I delivered the deed of the pur-
chase to Baruch the son of Neriah, the son
of Mahseiah, in the presence of Hanamel
my uncle’s son, and in the presence of
the witnesses who signed the deed of the
purchase, beforeall the Jewswhosat in the
court of the guard.

13 “I commanded Baruch before them,
saying,

14 Yahweh of Armies, the God of Israel,
says: ‘Take these deeds, this deed of the
purchase which is sealed, and this deed
which is open, and put them in an earthen
vessel, that theymay last many days.’

15 For Yahweh of Armies, the God of Is-
rael says: ‘Houses andfields andvineyards
will yet again be bought in this land.’

16Now after I had delivered the deed of
the purchase to Baruch the son of Neriah, I
prayed to Yahweh, saying,

17 “Ah Lord Yahweh! Behold, you have
made the heavens and the earth by your

great power and by your outstretched
arm. There is nothing too hard for you.
18 You show loving kindness to thou-

sands, and repay the iniquity of the fa-
thers into the bosomof their children after
them. The great, the mighty God, Yahweh
of Armies is your name:

19 great in counsel, and mighty in work;
whose eyes are open to all the ways of the
children of men, to give everyone accord-
ing to his ways, and according to the fruit
of his doings;

20who performed signs and wonders in
the land of Egypt, even to this day, both
in Israel and among other men; and made
yourself a name, as it is today;

21 and brought your people Israel out of
the landof Egyptwith signs,withwonders,
with a strong hand, with an outstretched
arm, and with great terror;

22 and gave them this land, which you
swore to their fathers to give them, a land
flowing withmilk and honey.

23 They came in and possessed it, but
theydidn’t obeyyourvoiceanddidn’twalk
in your law. They have done nothing of all
that you commanded them to do. There-
fore you have caused all this evil to come
upon them.

24 “Behold, siege ramps have been
built against the city to take it. The city
is given into the hand of the Chaldeans
who fight against it, because of the
sword, of the famine, and of the pesti-
lence. What you have spoken has hap-
pened. Behold, you see it.

25 You have said to me, Lord Yahweh,
‘Buy the field for money, and call wit-
nesses;’ whereas the city is given into the
hand of the Chaldeans.”

26 Then Yahweh’s word came to
Jeremiah, saying,

27 “Behold, I am Yahweh, the God of all
flesh. Is there anything too hard for me?

28 Therefore Yahweh says: Behold, I
will give this city into the hand of the
Chaldeans, and into the hand of Neb-
uchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he will
take it.

† 32:9 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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29 The Chaldeans, who fight against this
city, will come and set this city on fire, and
burn it with the houses on whose roofs
they have offered incense to Baal, and
pouredoutdrinkofferings toother gods, to
provokeme to anger.

30 “For the children of Israel and the chil-
dren of Judah have done only that which
was evil in my sight from their youth; for
the children of Israel have only provoked
me to anger with the work of their hands,
says Yahweh.

31 For this city has been to me a provo-
cation of my anger and of my wrath from
the day that they built it even to this day,
so that I should remove it from before my
face,

32 because of all the evil of the chil-
dren of Israel and of the children of Ju-
dah, which they have done to provoke me
to anger—they, their kings, their princes,
their priests, their prophets, the men of
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

33 They have turned their backs to me,
and not their faces. Although I taught
them, rising up early and teaching them,
yet they have not listened to receive in-
struction.

34But they set their abominations in the
housewhich is calledbymyname, todefile
it.

35 They built the high places of Baal,
which are in the valley of the son of Hin-
nom, to cause their sons and their daugh-
ters to pass through fire to Molech, which
I didn’t command them. It didn’t even
come into my mind, that they should do
this abomination, to cause Judah to sin.”

36 Now therefore Yahweh, the God of
Israel, says concerning this city, about
which you say, “It is given into the hand of
the king of Babylon by the sword, by the
famine, and by the pestilence:”

37 “Behold, I will gather them out of all
the countries where I have driven them in
my anger, and in my wrath, and in great
indignation; and I will bring them again to
this place. Iwill cause them to dwell safely.

38Then theywill bemypeople, and Iwill
be their God.

39 Iwill give themoneheart andoneway,
that they may fear me forever, for their

good and the good of their children after
them.

40 I will make an everlasting covenant
with them, that I will not turn away from
following them, to do them good. I will put
my fear in their hearts, that they may not
depart fromme.

41Yes, Iwill rejoice over them to do them
good, and I will plant them in this land
assuredly with my whole heart and with
mywhole soul.”

42 For Yahweh says: “Just as I have
brought all this great evil on this people, so
Iwill bring on themall the good that I have
promised them.

43 Fields will be bought in this land,
about which you say, ‘It is desolate, with-
outmanoranimal. It is given into thehand
of the Chaldeans.’

44Menwill buyfields formoney, sign the
deeds, seal them, and call witnesses, in the
landofBenjamin, and in theplaces around
Jerusalem, in the cities of Judah, in the
cities of the hill country, in the cities of the
lowland, and in the cities of the South; for
I will cause their captivity to be reversed,”
says Yahweh.

33
1 Moreover Yahweh’s word came to

Jeremiah the second time, while he was
still locked up in the court of the guard,
saying,

2 “Yahweh who does it, Yahweh who
forms it to establish it—Yahweh is his
name, says:

3 ‘Call to me, and I will answer you, and
will show you great and difficult things,
which you don’t know.’

4 For Yahweh, the God of Israel, says
concerning the houses of this city and con-
cerning the houses of the kings of Judah,
which are broken down tomake a defense
against themounds andagainst the sword:

5 ‘While men come to fight with the
Chaldeans, and to fill them with the dead
bodies of men, whom I have killed in my
anger and in my wrath, and for all whose
wickedness I have hidden my face from
this city,
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6 behold, I will bring it health and heal-
ing, and I will cure them; and I will reveal
to them abundance of peace and truth.

7 I will restore the fortunes of Judah and
Israel, and will build them as at the first.

8 I will cleanse them from all their iniq-
uitybywhich theyhave sinnedagainstme.
I will pardon all their iniquities by which
they have sinned againstme and bywhich
they have transgressed against me.

9 This city will be to me for a name of
joy, for praise, and for glory, before all the
nations of the earth, which will hear all
the good that I do to them, and will fear
and tremble for all the good and for all the
peace that I provide to it.’ ”

10 Yahweh says: “Yet again there will
be heard in this place, about which you
say, ‘It is waste, without man and without
animal, even in the cities of Judah, and in
the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate,
without man and without inhabitant and
without animal,’

11 the voice of joy and the voice of glad-
ness, the voice of the bridegroom and the
voice of the bride, the voice of those who
say, ‘Give thanks to Yahweh of Armies, for
Yahweh is good, for his loving kindness
endures forever;’ who bring thanksgiving
into Yahweh’s house. For I will cause the
captivityof the land tobe reversedasat the
first,” says Yahweh.

12 Yahweh of Armies says: “Yet again
there will be in this place, which is waste,
without man and without animal, and in
all its cities, a habitation of shepherds
causing their flocks to lie down.

13 In the cities of the hill country, in
the cities of the lowland, in the cities of
the South, in the land of Benjamin, in the
places around Jerusalem, and in the cities
of Judah, the flocks will again pass under
the hands of him who counts them,” says
Yahweh.

14 “Behold, the days come,” says Yahweh,
“that I will perform that good word which
I have spoken concerning the house of Is-
rael and concerning the house of Judah.
15 “In those days and at that time,

I will cause a Branch of righteousness
to grow up to David.

He will execute justice and righteous-
ness in the land.

16 In those days Judah will be saved,
and Jerusalemwill dwell safely.

This is the name by which she will be
called:

Yahweh our righteousness.”
17 For Yahweh says: “David will never

lack aman to sit on the throne of the house
of Israel.

18The Levitical priests won’t lack a man
before me to offer burnt offerings, to burn
meal offerings, and to do sacrifice continu-
ally.”

19Yahweh’sword came to Jeremiah, say-
ing,

20 “Yahweh says: ‘If you can break my
covenant of the day and my covenant of
the night, so that there will not be day and
night in their time,

21 then my covenant could also be bro-
ken with David my servant, that he won’t
have a son to reign on his throne; andwith
the Levitical priests, myministers.

22 As the army of the sky can’t be
counted, and the sand of the sea can’t be
measured, so I will multiply the offspring
of David my servant and the Levites who
minister to me.’ ”

23Yahweh’sword came to Jeremiah, say-
ing,

24 “Don’t consider what this people has
spoken, saying, ‘Has Yahweh cast off the
two families which he chose?’ Thus they
despise my people, that they should be no
more a nation before them.”

25 Yahweh says: “If my covenant of day
and night fails, if I have not appointed the
ordinances of heaven and earth,

26 then I will also cast away the offspring
of Jacob, and of David my servant, so that
I will not take of his offspring to be rulers
over the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob; for I will cause their captivity to be
reversed andwill havemercy on them.”

34
1Thewordwhichcame to Jeremiah from

Yahweh, when Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, with all his army, all the king-
doms of the earth that were under his do-
minion, and all the peoples, were fighting
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against Jerusalem and against all its cities,
saying:

2 “Yahweh, the God of Israel, says, ‘Go,
and speak to Zedekiah king of Judah, and
tell him, Yahweh says, “Behold, I will give
this city into the hand of the king of Baby-
lon and he will burn it with fire.

3 You won’t escape out of his hand, but
will surely be taken and delivered into his
hand. Your eyes will see the eyes of the
king of Babylon, and he will speak with
you mouth to mouth. You will go to Baby-
lon.” ’

4 “Yet hear Yahweh’s word, O Zedekiah
king of Judah. Yahweh says concerning
you, ‘Youwon’t die by the sword.

5 You will die in peace; and with the
burnings of your fathers, the former kings
who were before you, so they will make
a burning for you. They will lament you,
saying, “Ah Lord!” for I have spoken the
word,’ says Yahweh.”

6 Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke all
these words to Zedekiah king of Judah in
Jerusalem,

7 when the king of Babylon’s army was
fighting against Jerusalem and against all
the cities of Judah that were left, against
Lachish and against Azekah; for these
alone remained of the cities of Judah as
fortified cities.

8 The word came to Jeremiah from Yah-
weh, after King Zedekiah had made a
covenant with all the people who were at
Jerusalem, to proclaim liberty to them,

9 that every man should let his male ser-
vant, and every man his female servant,
who is a Hebrew or a Hebrewess, go free,
that no one should make bondservants of
them, of a Jew his brother.

10 All the princes and all the peo-
ple obeyed who had entered into the
covenant, that everyone should let his
male servant and everyone his female
servant go free, that no one should make
bondservants of them any more. They
obeyed and let them go,

11 but afterwards they turned, and
caused the servants and the handmaids
whom they had let go free to return, and

brought them into subjection for servants
and for handmaids.

12 Therefore Yahweh’s word came to
Jeremiah from Yahweh, saying,

13 “Yahweh, the God of Israel, says: ‘I
made a covenant with your fathers in the
day that I brought them out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage, saying:

14 At the end of seven years, every man
of you shall release his brother who is a
Hebrew, who has been sold to you, and
has served you six years. You shall let him
go free from you. But your fathers didn’t
listen to me, and didn’t incline their ear.

15 You had now turned, and had done
that which is right in my eyes, in every
man proclaiming liberty to his neighbor.
You hadmade a covenant beforeme in the
house which is called bymy name;

16 but you turned and profaned my
name, and every man caused his servant
and every man his handmaid, whom you
had let go free at their pleasure, to return.
You brought them into subjection, to be to
you for servants and for handmaids.’ ”

17Therefore Yahweh says: “Youhavenot
listened to me, to proclaim liberty, every
man to his brother, and every man to his
neighbor. Behold, I proclaim to you a
liberty,” says Yahweh, “to the sword, to the
pestilence, and to the famine. I will make
you be tossed back and forth among all the
kingdoms of the earth.

18 I will give the men who have trans-
gressed my covenant, who have not per-
formed the words of the covenant which
they made before me when they cut the
calf in two and passed between its parts:

19 the princes of Judah, the princes of
Jerusalem, the eunuchs, the priests, and
all the people of the land, who passed be-
tween the parts of the calf.

20 I will even give them into the hand of
their enemies and into the hand of those
who seek their life. Their dead bodies will
be food for the birds of the sky and for the
animals of the earth.

21 “Iwill give Zedekiah king of Judah and
his princes into thehandsof their enemies,
into the hands of those who seek their life
and into the hands of the king of Babylon’s
army, who has gone away from you.
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22 Behold, I will command,” says Yah-
weh, “and cause them to return to this city.
They will fight against it, take it, and burn
it with fire. I willmake the cities of Judah a
desolation, without inhabitant.”

35
1Thewordwhichcame to Jeremiah from

Yahweh in the days of Jehoiakim the son of
Josiah, king of Judah, saying,

2 “Go to the house of the Rechabites, and
speak to them, and bring them into Yah-
weh’s house, into one of the rooms, and
give themwine to drink.”

3 Then I took Jaazaniah the son of
Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, with his
brothers, all his sons, and thewhole house
of the Rechabites;

4 and I brought them into Yahweh’s
house, into the room of the sons of Hanan
the son of Igdaliah, the man of God, which
was by the room of the princes, whichwas
above the room of Maaseiah the son of
Shallum, the keeper of the threshold.

5 I set before the sons of the house of the
Rechabites bowls full of wine, and cups;
and I said to them, “Drink wine!”

6 But they said, “We will drink no wine;
for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father,
commanded us, saying, ‘You shall drink
no wine, neither you nor your children,
forever.

7 You shall not build a house, sow seed,
plant a vineyard, or have any; but all your
days you shall dwell in tents, that youmay
live many days in the land in which you
live as nomads.’

8 We have obeyed the voice of Jonadab
the son of Rechab, our father, in all that
he commanded us, to drink no wine all
our days, we, our wives, our sons, or our
daughters;

9 and not to build houses for ourselves
to dwell in. We have no vineyard, field, or
seed;

10 but we have lived in tents, and have
obeyed, and done according to all that Jon-
adab our father commanded us.

11 But when Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon came up into the land, we said,
‘Come! Let’s go to Jerusalem for fear of the
army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the

army of the Syrians; so we will dwell at
Jerusalem.’ ”

12 Then Yahweh’s word came to
Jeremiah, saying,

13 “Yahweh of Armies, the God of Israel,
says: ‘Go and tell the men of Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, “Will you not
receive instruction to listen tomywords?”
says Yahweh.

14 “The words of Jonadab the son of
Rechab that he commanded his sons, not
to drink wine, are performed; and to this
day they drink none, for they obey their
father’s commandment; but I have spoken
to you, rising up early and speaking, and
you have not listened to me.

15 I have sent also to you all my servants
the prophets, rising up early and sending
them, saying, ‘Every one of you must re-
turn now from his evil way, amend your
doings, and don’t go after other gods to
serve them. Then you will dwell in the
landwhich I have given to you and to your
fathers;’ but you have not inclined your
ear, nor listened to me.

16The sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab
have performed the commandment of
their father which he commanded them,
but this people has not listened to me.” ’

17 “Therefore Yahweh, the God of
Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘Behold,
I will bring on Judah and on all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that
I have pronounced against them, because
I have spoken to them, but they have not
heard; and I have called to them, but they
have not answered.’ ”

18 Jeremiah said to the house of the
Rechabites, “Yahweh of Armies, the God
of Israel, says: ‘Because you have obeyed
the commandment of Jonadab your father,
and kept all his precepts, and done accord-
ing to all that he commanded you,’

19 therefore Yahweh of Armies, the God
of Israel, says: ‘Jonadab the son of Rechab
will not lack a man to stand before me
forever.’ ”

36
1 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son

of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to
Jeremiah from Yahweh, saying,
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2 “Take a scroll of a book, and write in
it all the words that I have spoken to you
against Israel, against Judah, and against
all the nations, from the day I spoke to you,
from the days of Josiah even to this day.

3 It may be that the house of Judah will
hear all the evil which I intend to do to
them, that they may each return from his
evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity
and their sin.”

4Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of
Neriah; and Baruchwrote from themouth
of Jeremiah all Yahweh’s words, which he
had spoken to him, on a scroll of a book.

5 Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying,
“I am restricted. I can’t go into Yahweh’s
house.

6 Therefore you go, and read from the
scroll which you have written from my
mouth, Yahweh’s words, in the ears of the
people in Yahweh’s house on the fast day.
Also you shall read them in the ears of all
Judah who come out of their cities.

7 It may be they will present their sup-
plication before Yahweh, and will each
return from his evil way; for Yahweh has
pronouncedgreatangerandwrathagainst
this people.”

8 Baruch the son of Neriah did accord-
ing to all that Jeremiah the prophet com-
manded him, reading in the book Yah-
weh’s words in Yahweh’s house.

9Now in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the
son of Josiah, king of Judah, in the ninth
month, all the people in Jerusalem and
all the people who came from the cities
of Judah to Jerusalem, proclaimed a fast
before Yahweh.

10 Then Baruch read the words of
Jeremiah from the book in Yahweh’s
house, in the room of Gemariah the son
of Shaphan the scribe, in the upper court,
at the entry of the new gate of Yahweh’s
house, in the ears of all the people.

11 When Micaiah the son of Gemariah,
the son of Shaphan, had heard out of the
book all Yahweh’s words,

12 he went down into the king’s house,
into the scribe’s room; and behold, all the
princes were sitting there, Elishama the
scribe, Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, El-
nathan the son of Achbor, Gemariah the

son of Shaphan, Zedekiah the son of Hana-
niah, and all the princes.

13ThenMicaiah declared to them all the
words that he had heard, when Baruch
read the book in the ears of the people.

14 Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi
the sonofNethaniah, the sonofShelemiah,
the son of Cushi, to Baruch, saying, “Take
in your hand the scroll in which you have
read in the ears of the people, and come.”
So Baruch the son of Neriah took the

scroll in his hand, and came to them.
15 They said to him, “Sit down now, and

read it in our hearing.”
So Baruch read it in their hearing.
16 Now when they had heard all the

words, they turned in fear one toward an-
other, and said to Baruch, “We will surely
tell the king of all these words.”

17 They asked Baruch, saying, “Tell us
now, how did you write all these words at
his mouth?”

18Then Baruch answered them, “He dic-
tated all thesewords tomewithhismouth,
and I wrote themwith ink in the book.”

19 Then the princes said to Baruch, “You
and Jeremiah go hide. Don’t let anyone
knowwhere you are.”

20Theywent in to the king into the court,
but they had laid up the scroll in the room
of Elishama the scribe. Then they told all
the words in the hearing of the king.

21So the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll,
and he took it out of the room of Elishama
the scribe. Jehudi read it in the hearing
of the king, and in the hearing of all the
princes who stood beside the king.

22Now the king was sitting in the winter
house in the ninthmonth, and there was a
fire in the brazier burning before him.

23 When Jehudi had read three or four
columns, the king cut it with the penknife,
and cast it into the fire that was in the
brazier, until all the scroll was consumed
in the fire that was in the brazier.

24 The king and his servants who heard
all these words were not afraid, and didn’t
tear their garments.

25 Moreover Elnathan and Delaiah and
Gemariah had made intercession to the
king that he would not burn the scroll; but
he would not listen to them.
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26 The king commanded Jerahmeel the
king’s son, and Seraiah the son of Azriel,
and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to ar-
rest Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the
prophet; but Yahweh hid them.

27 Then Yahweh’s word came to
Jeremiah, after the king had burned the
scroll, and the words which Baruch wrote
at themouth of Jeremiah, saying,

28 “Take again another scroll, and write
in it all the former words that were in the
first scroll, which Jehoiakim the king of
Judah has burned.

29 Concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah
you shall say, ‘Yahweh says: “You have
burned this scroll, saying, ‘Why have you
written therein, saying, “The king of Baby-
lon will certainly come and destroy this
land, and will cause to cease from there
man and animal”?’ ”

30Therefore Yahweh says concerning Je-
hoiakim king of Judah: “He will have no
one to sit onDavid’s throne. His dead body
will be cast out in the day to the heat, and
in the night to the frost.

31 Iwill punishhim,hisoffspring, andhis
servants for their iniquity. I will bring on
them, on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
on themen of Judah, all the evil that I have
pronounced against them, but they didn’t
listen.” ’ ”

32 Then Jeremiah took another scroll,
and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of
Neriah,whowrote therein fromthemouth
of Jeremiah all the words of the book
which Jehoiakimkingof Judahhadburned
in the fire; and many similar words were
added to them.

37
1 Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned

as king instead of Coniah the son of Je-
hoiakim, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylonmade king in the land of Judah.

2 But neither he, nor his servants, nor
thepeople of the land, listened toYahweh’s
words, which he spoke by the prophet
Jeremiah.

3 Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the
son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son
of Maaseiah, the priest, to the prophet

Jeremiah, saying, “Pray now to Yahweh
our God for us.”

4 Now Jeremiah came in and went out
among thepeople, for theyhadnotputhim
into prison.

5Pharaoh’s army had come out of Egypt;
andwhen the Chaldeanswhowere besieg-
ing Jerusalem heard news of them, they
withdrew from Jerusalem.

6 Then Yahweh’s word came to the
prophet Jeremiah, saying,

7 “Yahweh, the God of Israel, says, ‘You
shall tell the king of Judah, who sent you
tome to inquire of me: “Behold, Pharaoh’s
army, which has come out to help you, will
return to Egypt into their own land.

8 The Chaldeans will come again, and
fight against this city. They will take it and
burn it with fire.” ’

9 “Yahweh says, ‘Don’t deceive your-
selves, saying, “The Chaldeans will surely
depart from us;” for they will not depart.

10 For though you had struck the whole
army of the Chaldeans who fight against
you, and only wounded men remained
among them, they would each rise up in
his tent and burn this city with fire.’ ”

11When the army of the Chaldeans had
withdrawn from Jerusalem for fear of
Pharaoh’s army,

12 then Jeremiah went out of Jerusalem
to go into the land of Benjamin, to receive
his portion there, in the middle of the peo-
ple.

13 When he was in Benjamin’s gate, a
captain of the guard was there, whose
namewas Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the
son of Hananiah; and he seized Jeremiah
the prophet, saying, “You are defecting to
the Chaldeans!”

14 Then Jeremiah said, “That is false! I
am not defecting to the Chaldeans.”
But he didn’t listen to him; so Irijah

seized Jeremiah, and brought him to the
princes.

15 The princes were angry with
Jeremiah, and struck him, and put him in
prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe;
for they hadmade that the prison.
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16 When Jeremiah had come into the
dungeon house and into the cells, and
Jeremiah had remained there many days,

17 then Zedekiah the king sent and had
him brought out. The king asked him se-
cretly inhishouse, “Is thereanyword from
Yahweh?”
Jeremiah said, “There is.” He also said,

“You will be delivered into the hand of the
king of Babylon.”

18 Moreover Jeremiah said to King
Zedekiah, “How have I sinned against
you, against your servants, or against this
people, that you have put me in prison?

19 Now where are your prophets who
prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king of
Babylon will not come against you, nor
against this land’?

20 Now please hear, my lord the king:
please let my supplication be presented
beforeyou, that younot causeme to return
to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I
die there.”

21 Then Zedekiah the king commanded,
and they committed Jeremiah into the
court of the guard. They gave him daily
a loaf of bread out of the bakers’ street,
until all the bread in the city was gone.
Thus Jeremiahremained in thecourtof the
guard.

38
1Shephatiah the sonofMattan, Gedaliah

the son of Pashhur, Jucal the son of
Shelemiah, andPashhur the son ofMalchi-
jahheard thewords that Jeremiah spoke to
all the people, saying,

2 “Yahweh says, ‘He who remains in this
city will die by the sword, by the famine,
and by the pestilence, but he who goes out
to the Chaldeans will live. He will escape
with his life and he will live.’

3 Yahweh says, ‘This city will surely be
given into the hand of the army of the king
of Babylon, and he will take it.’ ”

4 Then the princes said to the king,
“Please let this man be put to death, be-
cause he weakens the hands of the men of
warwho remain in this city, and the hands
of all the people, in speaking suchwords to

them; for thismandoesn’t seek thewelfare
of this people, but harm.”

5Zedekiah the king said, “Behold, he is in
yourhand; for thekingcan’t doanything to
oppose you.”

6 Then they took Jeremiah and threw
him into the dungeon of Malchijah the
king’s son, that was in the court of the
guard. They let down Jeremiahwith cords.
In the dungeon there was no water, but
mire; and Jeremiah sank in themire.

7Now when Ebedmelech the Ethiopian,
a eunuch, who was in the king’s house,
heard that they had put Jeremiah in the
dungeon (the king was then sitting in Ben-
jamin’s gate),

8 Ebedmelech went out of the king’s
house, and spoke to the king, saying,

9 “My lord the king, thesemenhavedone
evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah
the prophet, whom they have cast into the
dungeon. He is likely to die in the place
where he is, because of the famine; for
there is nomore bread in the city.”

10 Then the king commanded Ebedm-
elech the Ethiopian, saying, “Take from
here thirty men with you, and take up
Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon,
before he dies.”

11SoEbedmelech took themenwithhim,
and went into the house of the king under
the treasury, and took from there rags and
worn-out garments, and let them down by
cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah.

12 Ebedmelech the Ethiopian said to
Jeremiah, “Now put these rags and worn-
out garments under your armpits under
the cords.”
Jeremiah did so.
13 So they lifted Jeremiah up with the

cords, and tookhimupout of the dungeon;
and Jeremiah remained in the court of the
guard.

14 Then Zedekiah the king sent and took
Jeremiah the prophet to himself into the
third entry that is inYahweh’s house. Then
the king said to Jeremiah, “I will ask you
something. Hide nothing fromme.”

15 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I
declare it to you,will younot surely putme
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to death? If I give you counsel, youwill not
listen to me.”

16So Zedekiah the king swore secretly to
Jeremiah, saying, “As Yahweh lives, who
made our souls, I will not put you to death,
neither will I give you into the hand of
these menwho seek your life.”

17Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “Yah-
weh, the God of Armies, the God of Israel,
says: ‘If you will go out to the king of
Babylon’s princes, then your soul will live,
and this city will not be burned with fire.
You will live, along with your house.

18 But if you will not go out to the king
of Babylon’s princes, then this city will be
given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and
they will burn it with fire, and you won’t
escape out of their hand.’ ”

19 Zedekiah the king said to Jeremiah, “I
am afraid of the Jews who have defected
to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into
their hand, and theymockme.”

20But Jeremiah said, “Theywon’t deliver
you. Obey, I beg you, Yahweh’s voice, in
that which I speak to you; so it will be well
with you, and your soul will live.

21 But if you refuse to go out, this is the
word that Yahweh has shownme:

22 ‘Behold, all the women who are left in
the king of Judah’s house will be brought
out to the king of Babylon’s princes, and
those womenwill say,
“Your familiar friends have turned on you,

and have prevailed over you.
Your feet are sunk in themire,

they have turned away from you.”
23They will bring out all your wives and

your children to the Chaldeans. You won’t
escape out of their hand, but will be taken
by thehandof thekingofBabylon. Youwill
cause this city to be burned with fire.’ ”

24 Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Let
no man know of these words, and you
won’t die.

25 But if the princes hear that I have
talkedwith you, and they come to you, and
tell you, ‘Declare to us nowwhat you have
said to the king; don’t hide it from us, and
we will not put you to death; also tell us
what the king said to you;’

26 then you shall tell them, ‘I presented
my supplication before the king, that he
wouldnot causeme to return to Jonathan’s
house, to die there.’ ”

27Then all the princes came to Jeremiah,
andaskedhim; andhe told themaccording
to all these words that the king had com-
manded. So they stopped speaking with
him, for thematter was not perceived.

28 So Jeremiah stayed in the court of the
guard until the day that Jerusalem was
taken.

39
1 In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of

Judah, in the tenth month, Nebuchadnez-
zar king of Babylon and all his army came
against Jerusalem, and besieged it.

2 In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the
fourth month, the ninth day of the month,
a breach wasmade in the city.

3 All the princes of the king of Baby-
lon came in, and sat in the middle gate:
Nergal Sharezer, Samgarnebo, Sarsechim
theRabsaris, Nergal Sharezer the Rabmag,
with all the rest of theprinces of the king of
Babylon.

4When Zedekiah the king of Judah and
all themenofwar saw them, then theyfled
and went out of the city by night, by the
way of the king’s garden, through the gate
between the two walls; and he went out
toward the Arabah.

5But the army of the Chaldeans pursued
them, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains
of Jericho. When they had taken him, they
brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king
ofBabylon toRiblah in the landofHamath;
and he pronounced judgment on him.

6 Then the king of Babylon killed
Zedekiah’s sons in Riblah before his eyes.
The king of Babylon also killed all the
nobles of Judah.

7 Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s eyes
and bound him in fetters, to carry him to
Babylon.

8The Chaldeans burned the king’s house
and the people’s houses with fire and
broke down the walls of Jerusalem.

9 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard carried away captive into Babylon
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the rest of the people who remained in
the city, the deserters also who fell away
to him, and the rest of the people who
remained.

10 But Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard left of the poor of the people, who
had nothing, in the land of Judah, and
gave themvineyardsandfields at the same
time.

11NowNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
commanded Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard concerning Jeremiah, saying,

12 “Take him and take care of him. Do
himnoharm; but do to himeven as he tells
you.”

13 So Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard,Nebushazban, Rabsaris, andNergal
Sharezer, Rabmag, and all the chief offi-
cers of the king of Babylon

14 sent and took Jeremiah out of the
court of the guard, and committed him to
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of
Shaphan, that he should bring him home.
So he lived among the people.

15NowYahweh’sword came to Jeremiah
while he was shut up in the court of the
guard, saying,

16 “Go, and speak to Ebedmelech the
Ethiopian, saying, ‘Yahweh of Armies, the
God of Israel, says: “Behold, Iwill bringmy
wordson this city forevil, andnot forgood;
and they will be accomplished before you
in that day.

17 But I will deliver you in that day,”
says Yahweh; “and you will not be given
into the hand of the men of whom you are
afraid.

18 For I will surely save you. You won’t
fall by the sword, but you will escape with
your life, because you have put your trust
in me,” says Yahweh.’ ”

40
1Thewordwhichcame to Jeremiah from

Yahweh, after Nebuzaradan the captain
of the guard had let him go from Ramah,
when he had taken him being bound in
chains among all the captives of Jerusalem
and Judahwhowere carried away captive
to Babylon.

2The captain of the guard took Jeremiah
and said to him, “Yahweh your God pro-
nounced this evil on this place;

3 and Yahweh has brought it, and done
according as he spoke. Because you have
sinned against Yahweh, and have not
obeyed his voice, therefore this thing has
come on you.

4Now, behold, I release you today from
the chains which are on your hand. If it
seems good to you to come with me into
Babylon, come, and I will take care of you;
but if it seems bad to you to come with me
into Babylon, don’t. Behold, all the land is
before you. Where it seems good and right
to you to go, go there.”

5 Now while he had not yet gone back,
“Go back then,” he said, “to Gedaliah the
son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, whom
the king of Babylon has made governor
over thecitiesof Judah, anddwellwithhim
among thepeople; or gowherever it seems
right to you to go.”
So the captain of the guard gave him

food and a present, and let him go.
6 Then Jeremiah went to Gedaliah the

son of Ahikam to Mizpah, and lived with
himamong the peoplewhowere left in the
land.

7Nowwhen all the captains of the forces
whowere in the fields, even they and their
men, heard that the king of Babylon had
made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam gover-
nor in the land, and had committed to him
men, women, children, and of the poorest
of the land, of those who were not carried
away captive to Babylon,

8 then Ishmael the son ofNethaniah, and
Johanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah,
and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, and
the sons of Ephai the Netophathite, and
Jezaniah the son of the Maacathite, they
and theirmencame toGedaliah toMizpah.

9 Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son
of Shaphan swore to them and to their
men, saying, “Don’t be afraid to serve the
Chaldeans. Dwell in the land, and serve
theking of Babylon, and itwill bewellwith
you.

10As for me, behold, I will dwell at Miz-
pah, to stand before the Chaldeans who
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will come to us; but you, gather wine and
summer fruits and oil, and put them in
your vessels, and dwell in your cities that
you have taken.”

11 Likewise when all the Jews who were
in Moab, and among the children of Am-
mon, and in Edom, and who were in all
the countries, heard that the king of Baby-
lon had left a remnant of Judah, and that
he had set over them Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan,

12 then all the Jews returned out of all
places where they were driven, and came
to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah, to Miz-
pah, and gathered very much wine and
summer fruits.

13Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah,
and all the captains of the forceswhowere
in the fields, came to Gedaliah to Mizpah,

14 and said to him, “Do you know that
Baalis the king of the children of Ammon
has sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to
take your life?”
But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam didn’t

believe them.
15Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke

to Gedaliah in Mizpah secretly, saying,
“Please letmego, and Iwill kill Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah, and no man will know
it. Why should he take your life, that all
the Jews who are gathered to you should
be scattered, and the remnant of Judah
perish?”

16 But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said
to Johanan the son of Kareah, “You shall
not do this thing, for you speak falsely of
Ishmael.”

41
1Now in the seventhmonth, Ishmael the

son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of
the royal offspring and one of the chief
officers of the king, and tenmenwith him,
came to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to
Mizpah; and there they ate bread together
in Mizpah.

2 Then Ishmael the son of Nethaniah
arose, and the tenmenwhowerewithhim,
and struck Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the
son of Shaphan with the sword and killed
him, whom the king of Babylon had made
governor over the land.

3 Ishmael also killed all the Jews who
were with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the
Chaldean men of war who were found
there.

4 The second day after he had killed
Gedaliah, and noman knew it,

5men came from Shechem, from Shiloh,
and from Samaria, even eighty men, hav-
ing their beards shaved and their clothes
torn, and having cut themselves, with
meal offerings and frankincense in their
hand, to bring them to Yahweh’s house.

6 Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went out
from Mizpah to meet them, weeping all
along as he went, and as he met them, he
said to them, “Come to Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam.”

7 It was so, when they came into the
middle of the city, that Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah killed them, and cast them into
the middle of the pit, he, and the men who
were with him.

8 But ten men were found among those
who said to Ishmael, “Don’t kill us; for we
have stores hidden in the field, of wheat,
and of barley, and of oil, and of honey.”
So he stopped, and didn’t kill them

among their brothers.
9 Now the pit in which Ishmael cast all

the dead bodies of the men whom he had
killed, by the sideofGedaliah (thiswas that
which Asa the king had made for fear of
Baasha king of Israel), Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah filled it with those who were
killed.

10 Then Ishmael carried away captive
all of the people who were left in Miz-
pah, even the king’s daughters, and all the
people who remained in Mizpah, whom
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had
committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam.
Ishmael the sonofNethaniah carried them
away captive, and departed to go over to
the children of Ammon.

11 But when Johanan the son of Kareah,
and all the captains of the forceswhowere
with him, heard of all the evil that Ishmael
the son of Nethaniah had done,

12 then they took all the men, and went
to fightwith Ishmael the son of Nethaniah,
and foundhimby the greatwaters that are
in Gibeon.
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13 Now when all the people who were
with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of
Kareah, and all the captains of the forces
whowere with him, then they were glad.

14 So all the people who Ishmael had
carried away captive fromMizpah turned
about andcameback, andwent to Johanan
the son of Kareah.

15 But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah es-
caped from Johanan with eight men, and
went to the children of Ammon.

16 Then Johanan the son of Kareah and
all the captains of the forces who were
withhimtookall the remnantof thepeople
whom he had recovered from Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after he
hadkilledGedaliah the sonofAhikam—the
men of war, with the women, the children,
and the eunuchs, whom he had brought
back from Gibeon.

17 They departed and lived in Geruth
Chimham, which is by Bethlehem, to go to
enter into Egypt

18 because of the Chaldeans; for they
were afraid of them, because Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah had killed Gedaliah the
son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon
made governor over the land.

42
1Then all the captains of the forces, and

Johanan the son of Kareah, and Jezaniah
the son of Hoshaiah, and all the people
from the least even to the greatest, came
near,

2 and said to Jeremiah the prophet,
“Please let our supplication be presented
beforeyou, andpray forus toYahwehyour
God, even for all this remnant, for we are
left but a few of many, as your eyes see us,

3 that Yahweh your God may show us
the way in which we should walk, and the
things that we should do.”

4 Then Jeremiah the prophet said to
them, “I have heard you. Behold, I will
pray to Yahweh your God according to
your words; and it will happen that what-
ever thing Yahweh answers you, I will de-
clare it to you. I will keep nothing back
from you.”

5 Then they said to Jeremiah, “May Yah-
weh be a true and faithful witness among

us, if we don’t do according to all the word
withwhich Yahweh your God sends you to
tell us.

6Whether it is good, orwhether it is bad,
we will obey the voice of Yahweh our God,
to whom we send you; that it may be well
withus,whenweobey thevoiceofYahweh
our God.”

7After ten days, Yahweh’s word came to
Jeremiah.

8 Then he called Johanan the son of
Kareah, and all the captains of the forces
who were with him, and all the people
from the least even to the greatest,

9 and said to them, “Yahweh, the God
of Israel, to whom you sent me to present
your supplication before him, says:

10 ‘If you will still live in this land, then I
will build you, and not pull you down, and
I will plant you, and not pluck you up; for I
grieveover thedistress that I havebrought
on you.

11Don’t be afraid of the king of Babylon,
of whom you are afraid. Don’t be afraid
of him,’ says Yahweh, ‘for I amwith you to
save you, and todeliver you fromhis hand.

12 I will grant you mercy, that he may
have mercy on you, and cause you to re-
turn to your own land.

13 “ ‘But if you say, “We will not dwell in
this land,” so that you don’t obey Yahweh
your God’s voice,

14 saying, “No, but we will go into the
land of Egypt, where we will see no war,
nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor
have hunger of bread; and there we will
dwell;” ’

15now therefore hear Yahweh’s word, O
remnant of Judah! Yahweh of Armies, the
God of Israel, says, ‘If you indeed set your
faces to enter into Egypt, and go to live
there,

16 then it will happen that the sword,
which you fear, will overtake you there in
the land of Egypt; and the famine, about
which you are afraid, will follow close be-
hind you there in Egypt; and you will die
there.

17 So will it be with all the men who set
their faces to go into Egypt to live there.
They will die by the sword, by the famine,
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and by the pestilence. None of them will
remain or escape from the evil that I will
bring on them.’

18 For Yahweh of Armies, the God of
Israel, says: ‘As my anger and my wrath
has been poured out on the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, somywrathwill be poured out
on you, when you enter into Egypt; and
you will be an object of horror, an aston-
ishment, a curse, and a reproach; and you
will see this place nomore.’

19 “Yahweh has spoken concerning you,
remnant of Judah, ‘Don’t go into Egypt!’
Know certainly that I have testified to you
today.

20 For you have dealt deceitfully against
your own souls; for you sentme to Yahweh
your God, saying, ‘Pray for us to Yahweh
our God; and according to all that Yahweh
our God says, so declare to us, and we will
do it.’

21 I havedeclared it to you today; but you
have not obeyed Yahweh your God’s voice
in anything for which he has sent me to
you.

22 Now therefore know certainly that
you will die by the sword, by the famine,
and by the pestilence in the place where
you desire to go to live.”

43
1When Jeremiah had finished speaking

to all the people all the words of Yahweh
their God, with which Yahweh their God
had senthim to them, evenall thesewords,

2 then Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, Jo-
hanan the son of Kareah, and all the proud
men spoke, saying to Jeremiah, “You speak
falsely. Yahweh our God has not sent you
to say, ‘You shall not go into Egypt to live
there;’

3 but Baruch the son of Neriah has
turned you against us, to deliver us into
the hand of the Chaldeans, that they may
put us to death or carry us away captive to
Babylon.”

4 So Johanan the son of Kareah, and all
the captains of the forces, and all the peo-
ple, didn’t obey Yahweh’s voice, to dwell in
the land of Judah.

5 But Johanan the son of Kareah and all
the captains of the forces took all the rem-
nant of Judah, who had returned from all
thenationswhere theyhadbeendriven, to
live in the land of Judah—

6 the men, the women, the children, the
king’s daughters, and every person who
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had
left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the
sonof Shaphan; and Jeremiah theprophet,
and Baruch the son of Neriah.

7 They came into the land of Egypt, for
they didn’t obey Yahweh’s voice; and they
came to Tahpanhes.

8Then Yahweh’s word came to Jeremiah
in Tahpanhes, saying,

9 “Take great stones in your hand and
hide them in mortar in the brick work
which is at the entry of Pharaoh’s house
in Tahpanhes, in the sight of the men of
Judah.

10 Tell them, Yahweh of Armies, the God
of Israel, says: ‘Behold, I will send and take
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my
servant, and will set his throne on these
stones that I have hidden; and he will
spread his royal pavilion over them.

11He will come, and will strike the land
of Egypt; such as are for death will be put
to death, and such as are for captivity to
captivity, and such as are for the sword to
the sword.

12 I will kindle a fire in the houses of
the gods of Egypt. He will burn them, and
carry them away captive. He will array
himself with the land of Egypt, as a shep-
herd puts on his garment; and he will go
out from there in peace.

13 He will also break the pillars of Beth
Shemesh that is in the land of Egypt; and
hewill burn thehousesof the godsofEgypt
with fire.’ ”

44
1 The word that came to Jeremiah con-

cerning all the Jews who lived in the land
of Egypt, who lived at Migdol, and at Tah-
panhes, and at Memphis, and in the coun-
try of Pathros, saying,

2 “Yahweh of Armies, the God of Israel,
says: ‘You have seen all the evil that I
have brought on Jerusalem, and on all the
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cities of Judah. Behold, today they are a
desolation, and noman dwells in them,

3becauseof theirwickednesswhich they
have committed to provoke me to anger,
in that they went to burn incense, to serve
other gods that they didn’t know, neither
they, nor you, nor your fathers.

4However I sent to you all my servants
the prophets, rising up early and sending
them, saying, “Oh, don’t do this abom-
inable thing that I hate.”

5But they didn’t listen and didn’t incline
their ear. They didn’t turn from their
wickedness, to stop burning incense to
other gods.

6Thereforemywrath andmy anger was
pouredout, andwas kindled in the cities of
Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; and
theyarewastedanddesolate, as it is today.’

7 “Therefore now Yahweh, the God of
Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘Why do
you commit great evil against your own
souls, to cut off from yourselves man and
woman, infant and nursing child out of
themiddle of Judah, to leave yourselves no
one remaining,

8 in that you provoke me to anger with
the works of your hands, burning incense
to other gods in the land of Egypt where
you have gone to live, that you may be
cut off, and that you may be a curse and
a reproach among all the nations of the
earth?

9 Have you forgotten the wickedness of
your fathers, the wickedness of the kings
of Judah, the wickedness of their wives,
your ownwickedness, and thewickedness
of your wives which they committed in
the land of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem?

10They are not humbled even to this day,
neither have they feared, nor walked in
my law, nor inmy statutes, that I set before
you and before your fathers.’

11“Therefore YahwehofArmies, theGod
of Israel, says: ‘Behold, I will set my face
against you for evil, even to cut off all
Judah.

12 I will take the remnant of Judah that
have set their faces to go into the land

of Egypt to live there, and they will all
be consumed. They will fall in the land
of Egypt. They will be consumed by the
sword and by the famine. They will die,
from the least even to the greatest, by the
sword and by the famine. They will be an
object of horror, an astonishment, a curse,
and a reproach.

13 For I will punish those who dwell
in the land of Egypt, as I have punished
Jerusalem, by the sword, by the famine,
and by the pestilence;

14 so that none of the remnant of Judah,
who have gone into the land of Egypt to
live there, will escape or be left to return
into the land of Judah, to which they have
adesire to return to dwell there; for no one
will return except thosewhowill escape.’ ”

15Then all the men who knew that their
wives burned incense to other gods, and
all the women who stood by, a great as-
sembly, even all the people who lived in
the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered
Jeremiah, saying,

16 “As for theword that you have spoken
to us in Yahweh’s name, we will not listen
to you.

17 But we will certainly perform every
word that has gone out of our mouth, to
burn incense to the queen of the sky and
to pour out drink offerings to her, as we
have done, we and our fathers, our kings
and our princes, in the cities of Judah and
in the streets of Jerusalem; for thenwehad
plenty of food, and were well, and saw no
evil.

18But since we stopped burning incense
to the queen of the sky, and pouring out
drink offerings to her, we have lacked all
things, and have been consumed by the
sword and by the famine.”

19 The women said, “When we burned
incense to the queen of the sky and poured
out drink offerings to her, didwemake her
cakes to worship her, and pour out drink
offerings to her, without our husbands?”

20 Then Jeremiah said to all the people—
to the men and to the women, even to all
the people who had given him an answer,
saying,
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21 “The incense that you burned in the
cities of Judah, and in the streets of
Jerusalem, you and your fathers, your
kings and your princes, and the people of
the land, didn’t Yahweh remember them,
and didn’t it come into his mind?

22 Thus Yahweh could no longer bear it,
because of the evil of your doings and be-
cause of the abominationswhich you have
committed. Therefore your land has be-
come a desolation, an astonishment, and a
curse, without inhabitant, as it is today.

23Because you have burned incense and
because you have sinned against Yahweh,
and have not obeyed Yahweh’s voice, nor
walked in his law, nor in his statutes, nor
in his testimonies; therefore this evil has
happened to you, as it is today.”

24Moreover Jeremiah said to all the peo-
ple, including all the women, “Hear Yah-
weh’s word, all Judah who are in the land
of Egypt!

25 Yahweh of Armies, the God of Israel,
says, ‘You and your wives have both spo-
ken with your mouths, and with your
hands have fulfilled it, saying, “We will
surely perform our vows that we have
vowed, to burn incense to the queen of the
sky, and to pour out drink offerings to her.”

“ ‘Establish then your vows, and per-
form your vows.’

26 “Therefore hear Yahweh’s word, all
Judah who dwell in the land of Egypt: ‘Be-
hold, I have sworn bymy great name,’ says
Yahweh, ‘that my name will no more be
named in the mouth of any man of Judah
inall the landofEgypt, saying, “As theLord
Yahweh lives.”

27Behold, Iwatchover them for evil, and
not for good; and all themen of Judahwho
are in the land of Egypt will be consumed
by the sword and by the famine, until they
are all gone.

28 Those who escape the sword will re-
turn out of the land of Egypt into the land
of Judah few in number. All the remnant
of Judah, who have gone into the land of
Egypt to live there, will know whose word
will stand, mine or theirs.

29 “ ‘This will be the sign to you,’ says
Yahweh, ‘that I will punish you in this

place, that you may know that my words
will surely stand against you for evil.’

30 Yahweh says, ‘Behold, I will give
Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt into the
hand of his enemies and into the hand
of those who seek his life, just as I gave
Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, who
was his enemy and sought his life.’ ”

45
1Themessage that Jeremiah the prophet

spoke to Baruch the son of Neriah, when
he wrote these words in a book at the
mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah,
saying,

2 “Yahweh, the God of Israel, says to you,
Baruch:

3 ‘You said, “Woe isme now! For Yahweh
has added sorrow to my pain! I am weary
withmy groaning, and I find no rest.” ’

4 “You shall tell him, Yahweh says: ‘Be-
hold, that which I have built, I will break
down, and that which I have planted I will
pluck up; and this in the whole land.

5 Do you seek great things for yourself?
Don’t seek them; for, behold, I will bring
evil on all flesh,’ says Yahweh, ‘but I will
let you escapewith your lifewherever you
go.’ ”

46
1 Yahweh’s word which came to

Jeremiah the prophet concerning the
nations.

2 Of Egypt: concerning the army of
Pharaoh Necoh king of Egypt, which was
by the river Euphrates in Carchemish,
which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
struck in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the
son of Josiah, king of Judah.
3 “Prepare the buckler and shield,

and draw near to battle!
4 Harness the horses, and get up, you

horsemen,
and stand upwith your helmets.

Polish the spears,
put on the coats of mail.

5Why have I seen it?
They are dismayed and are turned
backward.
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Their mighty ones are beaten down,
have fled in haste,
and don’t look back.

Terror is on every side,”
says Yahweh.

6 “Don’t let the swift flee away,
nor themighty man escape.

In the north by the river Euphrates
they have stumbled and fallen.

7 “Who is this who rises up like the Nile,
like rivers whose waters surge?

8Egypt rises up like the Nile,
like rivers whose waters surge.

He says, ‘I will rise up. I will cover the
earth.

I will destroy cities and its inhabi-
tants.’

9Go up, you horses!
Rage, you chariots!

Let themighty men go out:
Cush and Put, who handle the shield;
and the Ludim, who handle and bend
the bow.

10 For that day is of the Lord, Yahweh of
Armies,

a day of vengeance,
that he may avenge himself of his ad-
versaries.

The sword will devour and be satiated,
and will drink its fill of their blood;
for the Lord, Yahweh of Armies, has a
sacrifice in the north country by the
river Euphrates.

11Go up into Gilead, and take balm, virgin
daughter of Egypt.

You usemanymedicines in vain.
There is no healing for you.

12The nations have heard of your shame,
and the earth is full of your cry;
for the mighty man has stumbled
against the mighty,

they both fall together.”
13 The word that Yahweh spoke to

Jeremiah theprophet, howthatNebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon should come and
strike the land of Egypt:
14 “Declare in Egypt,

publish inMigdol,
and publish in Memphis and in Tah-
panhes;

say, ‘Stand up, and prepare,
for the sword has devoured around
you.’

15Why are your strong ones swept away?
They didn’t stand, because Yahweh
pushed them.

16Hemademany to stumble.
Yes, they fell on one another.

They said, ‘Arise! Let’s go again to our own
people,

and to the land of our birth,
from the oppressing sword.’

17They cried there, ‘Pharaoh king of Egypt
is but a noise;

he has let the appointed time pass by.’
18 “As I live,” says the King,

whose name is Yahweh of Armies,
“surely like Tabor among themountains,

and like Carmel by the sea,
so he will come.

19You daughter who dwells in Egypt,
furnish yourself to go into captivity;

for Memphis will become a desolation,
and will be burned up,
without inhabitant.

20 “Egypt is a very beautiful heifer;
but destruction out of the north has
come.

It has come.
21Also her hired men in the middle of her

are like calves of the stall,
for they also are turned back.
They have fled away together.

They didn’t stand,
for the day of their calamity has come
on them,

the time of their visitation.
22 Its soundwill go like the serpent,

for they will march with an army,
and come against her with axes, as
wood cutters.

23Theywill cut down her forest,” says Yah-
weh,

“though it can’t be searched;
because they aremore than the locusts,

and are innumerable.
24 The daughter of Egypt will be disap-

pointed;
she will be delivered into the hand of
the people of the north.”
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25 Yahweh of Armies, the God of Israel,
says: “Behold, I will punish Amon of No,
andPharaoh, andEgypt,withher gods and
her kings, even Pharaoh, and those who
trust in him.

26 I will deliver them into the hand of
those who seek their lives, and into the
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
and into the hand of his servants. After-
wards it will be inhabited, as in the days of
old,” says Yahweh.
27 “But don’t you be afraid, Jacob my ser-

vant.
Don’t be dismayed, Israel;

for, behold, I will save you from afar,
and your offspring from the land of
their captivity.

Jacob will return,
and will be quiet and at ease.
No one will make him afraid.

28 Don’t be afraid, O Jacob my servant,”
says Yahweh,

“for I amwith you;
for I will make a full end of all the
nations where I have driven you,

but I will not make a full end of you,
but I will correct you inmeasure,
and will in no way leave you unpun-
ished.”

47
1 Yahweh’s word that came to Jeremiah

the prophet concerning the Philistines, be-
fore Pharaoh struck Gaza.

2Yahweh says:
“Behold, waters rise up out of the north,

and will become an overflowing
stream,

and will overflow the land and all that is
therein,

the city and those who dwell therein.
Themenwill cry,

and all the inhabitants of the landwill
wail.

3At the noise of the stamping of the hoofs
of his strong ones,

at the rushing of his chariots,
at the rumbling of his wheels,

the fathers don’t look back for their chil-
dren

because their hands are so feeble,

4 because of the day that comes to destroy
all the Philistines,

to cut off from Tyre and Sidon every
helper who remains;

for Yahwehwill destroy the Philistines,
the remnant of the isle of Caphtor.

5Baldness has come on Gaza;
Ashkelon is brought to nothing.

You remnant of their valley,
how long will you cut yourself?

6 “ ‘You sword of Yahweh, how long will it
be before you are quiet?

Put yourself back into your scabbard;
rest, and be still.’

7 “How can you be quiet,
since Yahweh has given you a com-
mand?

Against Ashkelon, and against the
seashore,

there he has appointed it.”

48
1OfMoab. Yahweh of Armies, the God of

Israel, says:
“Woe to Nebo!

For it is laid waste.
Kiriathaim is disappointed.

It is taken.
Misgab† is put to shame

and broken down.
2The praise of Moab is nomore.

In Heshbon they have devised evil
against her:

‘Come! Let’s cut her off from being a
nation.’

You also, Madmen, will be brought to si-
lence.

The sword will pursue you.
3The sound of a cry fromHoronaim,

desolation and great destruction!
4Moab is destroyed.

Her little ones have caused a cry to be
heard.

5For theywill go upby the ascent of Luhith
with continual weeping.

For at the descent of Horonaim they
have heard the distress of the cry of
destruction.

6Flee! Save your lives!
† 48:1 or, The stronghold
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Be like the juniper bush in the wilder-
ness.

7 For, because you have trusted in your
works and in your treasures,

you also will be taken.
Chemosh will go out into captivity,

his priests and his princes together.
8The destroyer will come on every city,

and no city will escape;
the valley also will perish,

and the plain will be destroyed, as
Yahweh has spoken.

9Give wings to Moab,
that shemay fly and get herself away:

and her cities will become a desolation,
without anyone to dwell in them.

10 “Cursed is he who does the work of Yah-
weh negligently;

and cursed is he who keeps back his
sword from blood.

11 “Moab has been at ease from his youth,
and he has settled on his dregs,

and has not been emptied from vessel to
vessel,

neither has he gone into captivity;
therefore his taste remains in him,

and his scent is not changed.
12 Therefore behold, the days come,” says

Yahweh,
“that Iwill send tohim thosewhopour
off,

and they will pour him off;
and they will empty his vessels,
and break their containers in pieces.

13Moabwill be ashamed of Chemosh,
as the house of Israel was ashamed of
Bethel, their confidence.

14 “How do you say, ‘We aremighty men,
and valiant men for the war’?

15Moab is laid waste,
and they have gone up into his cities,
and his chosen young men have gone
down to the slaughter,”

says the King, whose name is Yahweh
of Armies.

16 “The calamity of Moab is near to come,
and his affliction hurries fast.

17 All you who are around him, bemoan
him;

and all you who know his name, say,

‘How the strong staff is broken,
the beautiful rod!’

18 “You daughter who dwells in Dibon,
come down from your glory,
and sit in thirst;

for the destroyer of Moab has come up
against you.

He has destroyed your strongholds.
19 Inhabitant of Aroer, stand by the way

andwatch.
Ask him who flees, and her who es-
capes;

say, ‘What has been done?’
20Moab is disappointed;

for it is broken down.
Wail and cry!

Tell it by the Arnon, that Moab is laid
waste.

21 Judgment has come on the plain coun-
try—

on Holon, on Jahzah, onMephaath,
22on Dibon, on Nebo, on Beth Diblath-
aim,

23 on Kiriathaim, on Beth Gamul, on
BethMeon,

24on Kerioth, on Bozrah,
and on all the cities of the land of
Moab, far or near.

25The horn of Moab is cut off,
and his arm is broken,” says Yahweh.

26 “Make him drunk,
for he magnified himself against Yah-
weh.

Moab will wallow in his vomit,
and he also will be in derision.

27For wasn’t Israel a derision to you?
Was he found among thieves?

For as often as you speak of him,
you shake your head.

28You inhabitants ofMoab, leave the cities,
and dwell in the rock.

Be like the dove that makes her nest
over themouth of the abyss.

29 “We have heard of the pride of Moab.
He is very proud in his loftiness, his
pride,

his arrogance, and the arrogance of
his heart.

30 I know his wrath,” says Yahweh, “that it
is nothing;

his boastings have done nothing.
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31Therefore I will wail for Moab.
Yes, I will cry out for all Moab.
They will mourn for the men of Kir
Heres.

32Withmore than the weeping of Jazer
I will weep for you, vine of Sibmah.

Your branches passed over the sea.
They reached even to the sea of Jazer.

The destroyer has fallen on your summer
fruits

and on your vintage.
33Gladness and joy is taken away from the

fruitful field
and from the land of Moab.

I have caused wine to cease from the wine
presses.

No one will tread with shouting.
The shouting will be no shouting.

34FromthecryofHeshboneven toElealeh,
even to Jahaz they have uttered their
voice,

fromZoar even toHoronaim, toEglath
Shelishiyah;

for the waters of Nimrim will also be-
come desolate.

35Moreover I will cause to cease inMoab,”
says Yahweh,

“himwho offers in the high place,
and him who burns incense to his
gods.

36Thereforemyheart sounds forMoab like
flutes,

andmyheart sounds like flutes for the
men of Kir Heres.

Therefore the abundance that he has
gotten has perished.

37For every head is bald,
and every beard clipped.

There are cuttings on all the hands,
and sackcloth on the waist.

38On all the housetops of Moab,
and in its streets, there is lamentation
everywhere;

for I have broken Moab like a vessel
in which no one delights,” says Yah-
weh.

39 “How it is broken down!
How they wail!

How Moab has turned the back with
shame!

So will Moab become a derision
and a terror to all who are around
him.”

40 For Yahweh says: “Behold, he will fly as
an eagle,

and will spread out his wings against
Moab.

41Kerioth is taken,
and the strongholds are seized.

The heart of the mighty men of Moab at
that day

will be as the heart of a woman in her
pangs.

42 Moab will be destroyed from being a
people,

because he has magnified himself
against Yahweh.

43Terror, the pit, and the snare are on you,
inhabitant of Moab,” says Yahweh.

44 “He who flees from the terror will fall
into the pit;

and he who gets up out of the pit will
be taken in the snare,

for I will bring on him, even onMoab,
the year of their visitation,” says Yah-
weh.

45 “Those who fled stand without strength
under the shadow of Heshbon;

for a fire has gone out of Heshbon,
and a flame from themiddle of Sihon,

and has devoured the corner of Moab,
and the crown of the head of the tu-
multuous ones.

46Woe to you, OMoab!
The people of Chemosh are undone;

for your sons are taken away captive,
and your daughters into captivity.

47 “Yet I will reverse the captivity of Moab
in the latter days,”

says Yahweh.
Thus far is the judgment of Moab.

49
1 Of the children of Ammon. Yahweh

says:
“Has Israel no sons?

Has he no heir?
Why then does Malcam possess Gad,

and his people dwell in its cities?
2Therefore behold, the days come,”

says Yahweh,
“that I will cause an alarm of war to be

heard against Rabbah of the chil-
dren of Ammon,
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and it will become a desolate heap,
andherdaughterswill beburnedwith
fire;

then Israel will possess those who pos-
sessed him,”

says Yahweh.
3 “Wail, Heshbon, for Ai is laid waste!

Cry, you daughters of Rabbah!
Clothe yourself in sackcloth.

Lament, and run back and forth
among the fences;

for Malcamwill go into captivity,
his priests and his princes together.

4Why do you boast in the valleys,
your flowing valley, backsliding
daughter?

You trusted in her treasures,
saying, ‘Whowill come tome?’

5Behold, I will bring a terror on you,”
says the Lord, Yahweh of Armies,

“from all who are around you.
All of you will be driven completely
out,

and there will be no one to gather
together the fugitives.

6“But afterward Iwill reverse the captivity
of the children of Ammon,”

says Yahweh.
7Of Edom, Yahweh of Armies says:

“Is wisdom nomore in Teman?
Has counsel perished from the pru-
dent?

Has their wisdom vanished?
8Flee! Turn back!

Dwell in the depths, inhabitants of
Dedan;

for I will bring the calamity of Esau on
himwhen I visit him.

9 If grape gatherers came to you,
would they not leave some gleaning
grapes?

If thieves came by night,
wouldn’t they steal until they had
enough?

10But I havemade Esau bare,
I have uncovered his secret places,
and hewill not be able to hide himself.

His offspring is destroyed,
with his brothers and his neighbors;
and he is nomore.

11Leave your fatherless children.

I will preserve them alive.
Let your widows trust in me.”

12 For Yahweh says: “Behold, they to
whom it didn’t pertain to drink of the cup
will certainly drink; and are you he who
will altogether go unpunished? You won’t
go unpunished, but you will surely drink.

13For I have sworn bymyself,” says Yah-
weh, “that Bozrah will become an aston-
ishment, a reproach, a waste, and a curse.
All its cities will be perpetual wastes.”
14 I have heard news from Yahweh,

and an ambassador is sent among the
nations,

saying, “Gather yourselves together!
Come against her!
Rise up to the battle!”

15 “For, behold, I have made you small
among the nations,

and despised amongmen.
16As for your terror,

the pride of your heart has deceived
you,

O you who dwell in the clefts of the rock,
who hold the height of the hill,

though you shouldmake your nest as high
as the eagle,

Iwill bringyoudownfromthere,” says
Yahweh.

17 “Edomwill become an astonishment.
Everyone who passes by it will be as-
tonished,

and will hiss at all its plagues.
18 As in the overthrow of Sodom and Go-

morrahand itsneighbor cities,” says
Yahweh,

“nomanwill dwell there,
neither will any son of man live
therein.

19 “Behold, hewill come up like a lion from
the pride of the Jordan against the
strong habitation;

for I will suddenly make them run
away from it,

and whoever is chosen,
I will appoint him over it.

For who is like me?
Whowill appoint me a time?
Who is the shepherd who will stand
before me?”
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20 Therefore hear the counsel of Yahweh,
that he has taken against Edom,

andhis purposes that he has purposed
against the inhabitants of Teman:

Surely they will drag them away,
the little ones of the flock.
Surely he will make their habitation
desolate over them.

21 The earth trembles at the noise of their
fall;

there is a cry, the noise which is heard
in the Red Sea.

22 Behold, he will come up and fly as the
eagle,

and spread out his wings against
Bozrah.

The heart of the mighty men of Edom
at that day will be as the heart of a
woman in her pangs.

23Of Damascus:
“Hamath and Arpad are confounded,

for they have heard evil news.
They havemelted away.

There is sorrow on the sea.
It can’t be quiet.

24Damascus has grown feeble,
she turns herself to flee,
and trembling has seized her.

Anguish and sorrows have taken hold of
her,

as of a woman in travail.
25How is the city of praise not forsaken,

the city of my joy?
26Therefore her youngmenwill fall in her

streets,
and all themen ofwarwill be brought
to silence in that day,”

says Yahweh of Armies.
27 “I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damas-

cus,
and it will devour the palaces of Ben
Hadad.”

28 Of Kedar, and of the kingdoms of Ha-
zor, which Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon struck, Yahweh says:

“Arise, go up to Kedar,
and destroy the children of the east.

29 They will take their tents and their
flocks.

they will carry away for themselves
their curtains,

all their vessels, and their camels;
and they will cry to them, ‘Terror on
every side!’

30Flee!
Wander far off!

Dwell in the depths, you inhabitants of
Hazor,” says Yahweh;

“for Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
has taken counsel against you,

and has conceived a purpose against
you.

31Arise! Go up to a nation that is at ease,
that dwells without care,” says Yah-
weh;

“that has neither gates nor bars,
that dwells alone.

32Their camels will be a booty,
and the multitude of their livestock a
plunder.

I will scatter to all winds those who have
the corners of their beards cut off;

and I will bring their calamity from
every side of them,”

says Yahweh.
33Hazorwill be a dwelling place of jackals,

a desolation forever.
Nomanwill dwell there,

neither will any son of man live
therein.”

34Yahweh’s word that came to Jeremiah
theprophet concerningElam, in the begin-
ningof the reignof Zedekiahkingof Judah,
saying,

35 “Yahweh of Armies says:
‘Behold, I will break the bow of Elam,

the chief of their might.
36 I will bring on Elam the fourwinds from

the four quarters of the sky,
and will scatter them toward all those
winds.

Therewill be no nationwhere the out-
casts of Elamwill not come.

37 I will cause Elam to be dismayed before
their enemies,

and before those who seek their life.
I will bring evil on them, even my fierce

anger,’ says Yahweh;
‘and I will send the sword after them,
until I have consumed them.

38 I will set my throne in Elam,
and will destroy from there king and
princes,’ says Yahweh.
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39 ‘But it will happen in the latter days
that I will reverse the captivity of
Elam,’ says Yahweh.”

50
1 The word that Yahweh spoke concern-

ing Babylon, concerning the land of the
Chaldeans, by Jeremiah the prophet.
2 “Declare among the nations and publish,

and set up a standard;
publish, and don’t conceal;

say, ‘Babylon has been taken,
Bel is disappointed,
Merodach is dismayed!

Her images are disappointed.
Her idols are dismayed.’

3 For a nation comes up out of the north
against her,

which will make her land desolate,
and no one will dwell in it.

They have fled.
They are gone,
bothman and animal.

4 “In those days, and in that time,” says
Yahweh,

“the children of Israel will come,
they and the children of Judah to-
gether;

they will go on their way weeping,
and will seek Yahweh their God.

5 They will inquire concerning Zion with
their faces turned toward it,

saying, ‘Come, and join yourselves to
Yahweh in an everlasting covenant

that will not be forgotten.’
6My people have been lost sheep.

Their shepherds have caused them to
go astray.

Theyhave turned themawayon themoun-
tains.

They have gone frommountain to hill.
They have forgotten their resting
place.

7Allwho found themhavedevoured them.
Their adversaries said, ‘We are not
guilty,

because they have sinned against Yahweh,
the habitation of righteousness,
even Yahweh, the hope of their fa-
thers.’

8 “Flee out of themiddle of Babylon!
Go out of the land of the Chaldeans,
and be as the male goats before the
flocks.

9For, behold, I will stir up
and cause to come up against Babylon
a company of great nations from the
north country;

and they will set themselves in array
against her.

She will be taken from there.
Their arrows will be as of an expert
mighty man.

None of themwill return in vain.
10Chaldea will be a prey.

All who prey on her will be satisfied,”
says Yahweh.

11 “Because you are glad,
because you rejoice,

O you who plunder my heritage,
because you are wanton as a heifer
that treads out the grain,

and neigh as strong horses,
12 your mother will be utterly disap-

pointed.
Shewho bore youwill be confounded.

Behold, she will be the least of the nations,
a wilderness, a dry land, and a desert.

13Because of Yahweh’s wrath she won’t be
inhabited,

but she will be wholly desolate.
Everyone who goes by Babylon will be as-

tonished,
and hiss at all her plagues.

14 Set yourselves in array against Babylon
all around,

all you who bend the bow;
shoot at her.

Spare no arrows,
for she has sinned against Yahweh.

15 Shout against her all around.
She has submitted herself.
Her bulwarks have fallen.

Her walls have been thrown down,
for it is the vengeance of Yahweh.

Take vengeance on her.
As she has done, do to her.

16Cut off the sower from Babylon,
and himwho handles the sickle in the
time of harvest.

For fear of the oppressing sword,
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theywill each return to their ownpeo-
ple,

and they will each flee to their own
land.

17 “Israel is a hunted sheep.
The lions have driven him away.

First, the king of Assyria devoured him,
and now at last Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon has broken his bones.”

18 Therefore Yahweh of Armies, the God
of Israel, says:
“Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon

and his land,
as I have punished the king of Assyria.

19 I will bring Israel again to his pasture,
and he will feed on Carmel and
Bashan.

His soul will be satisfied on the hills of
Ephraim and in Gilead.

20 In those days, and in that time,” says
Yahweh,

“the iniquity of Israel will be sought
for,

and there will be none,
also the sins of Judah,

and they won’t be found;
for Iwill pardon themwhom I leave as
a remnant.

21 “Go up against the land of Merathaim,
even against it, and against the inhab-
itants of Pekod.

Kill and utterly destroy after them,” says
Yahweh,

“and do according to all that I have
commanded you.

22A sound of battle is in the land,
and of great destruction.

23 How the hammer of the whole earth is
cut apart and broken!

HowBabylonhas becomeadesolation
among the nations!

24 I have laid a snare for you,
and you are also taken, Babylon,
and youweren’t aware.

You are found,
and also caught,
because you have fought against Yah-
weh.

25Yahweh has opened his armory,
and has brought out the weapons of
his indignation;

for the Lord, Yahweh of Armies, has
a work to do in the land of the
Chaldeans.

26 Come against her from the farthest bor-
der.

Open her storehouses.
Cast her up as heaps.

Destroy her utterly.
Let nothing of her be left.

27Kill all her bulls.
Let them go down to the slaughter.

Woe to them! For their day has come,
the time of their visitation.

28 Listen to those who flee and escape out
of the land of Babylon,

to declare in Zion the vengeance of
Yahweh our God,

the vengeance of his temple.
29 “Call together the archers against Baby-

lon,
all those who bend the bow.

Encamp against her all around.
Let none of it escape.

Pay her back according to her work.
According to all that she has done, do
to her;

for she has been proud against Yahweh,
against the Holy One of Israel.

30Therefore her youngmenwill fall in her
streets.

All her men of war will be brought to
silence in that day,” says Yahweh.

31 “Behold, I am against you, you proud
one,” says the Lord, Yahweh of
Armies;

“for your day has come,
the time that I will visit you.

32The proud one will stumble and fall,
and no one will raise him up.

I will kindle a fire in his cities,
and it will devour all who are around
him.”

33Yahweh of Armies says: “The children of
Israel and the children of Judah are
oppressed together.

All who took them captive hold them
fast.

They refuse to let them go.
34Their Redeemer is strong.

Yahweh of Armies is his name.
He will thoroughly plead their cause,

that hemay give rest to the earth,
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and disquiet the inhabitants of Baby-
lon.

35 “A sword is on the Chaldeans,” says Yah-
weh,

“and on the inhabitants of Babylon,
on her princes,
and on her wise men.

36A sword is on the boasters,
and they will become fools.

A sword is on her mighty men,
and they will be dismayed.

37A sword is on their horses,
on their chariots,
andonall themixedpeoplewhoare in
themiddle of her;

and they will become as women.
A sword is on her treasures,

and they will be robbed.
38A drought is on her waters,

and they will be dried up;
for it is a land of engraved images,

and they aremad over idols.
39Therefore the wild animals of the desert

with the wolves will dwell there.
The ostriches will dwell therein.

It will be inhabited nomore forever,
neither will it be lived in from genera-
tion to generation.

40As when God overthrew Sodom and Go-
morrahand itsneighbor cities,” says
Yahweh,

“so nomanwill dwell there,
neither will any son of man live
therein.

41 “Behold, a people comes from the north.
A great nation andmany kings will be
stirred up from the uttermost parts
of the earth.

42They take up bow and spear.
They are cruel, and have nomercy.
Their voice roars like the sea.

They ride on horses,
everyone set in array,
as a man to the battle,
against you, daughter of Babylon.

43The king of Babylon has heard the news
of them,

and his hands become feeble.
Anguish has taken hold of him,

pains as of a woman in labor.

44 Behold, the enemy will come up like a
lion

from the thickets of the Jordan against
the strong habitation;

for I will suddenly make them run
away from it.

Whoever is chosen,
I will appoint him over it,
for who is like me?

Whowill appoint me a time?
Who is the shepherd who can stand
before me?”

45Therefore hear the counsel of Yahweh
that he has taken against Babylon;

and his purposes
that he has purposed against the land
of the Chaldeans:

Surely they will drag them away,
even the little ones of the flock.
Surely he will make their habitation
desolate over them.

46 The earth trembles at the noise of the
taking of Babylon.

The cry is heard among the nations.

51
1Yahweh says:

“Behold, I will raise up against Babylon,
and against thosewho dwell in Lebka-
mai, a destroying wind.

2 I will send to Babylon strangers, whowill
winnow her.

They will empty her land;
for in the day of trouble they will be
against her all around.

3 Against him who bends, let the archer
bend his bow,

also against him who lifts himself up
in his coat of mail.

Don’t spare her youngmen!
Utterly destroy all her army!

4Theywill fall down slain in the landof the
Chaldeans,

and thrust through in her streets.
5 For Israel is not forsaken, nor Judah, by

his God,
by Yahweh of Armies;
though their land is full of guilt against
the Holy One of Israel.

6 “Flee out of themiddle of Babylon!
Everyone save his own life!

Don’t be cut off in her iniquity,
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for it is the time of Yahweh’s
vengeance.

He will give to her a recompense.
7 Babylon has been a golden cup in Yah-

weh’s hand,
whomade all the earth drunk.

The nations have drunk of her wine;
therefore the nations have gonemad.

8 Babylon has suddenly fallen and been
destroyed!

Wail for her!
Take balm for her pain.

Perhaps shemay be healed.
9 “Wewould have healed Babylon,

but she is not healed.
Forsake her,

and let’s each go into his own country;
for her judgment reaches to heaven,

and is lifted up even to the skies.
10 ‘Yahweh has produced our righteous-

ness.
Come, and let’s declare in Zion the
work of Yahweh our God.’

11 “Make the arrows sharp!
Hold the shields firmly!

Yahweh has stirred up the spirit of the
kings of the Medes,

because his purpose is against Baby-
lon, to destroy it;

for it is the vengeance of Yahweh,
the vengeance of his temple.

12 Set up a standard against the walls of
Babylon!

Make the watch strong!
Set the watchmen,

and prepare the ambushes;
for Yahweh has both purposed and done

that which he spoke concerning the
inhabitants of Babylon.

13 You who dwell on many waters, abun-
dant in treasures,

your end has come, the measure of
your covetousness.

14Yahwehof Armies has sworn byhimself,
saying,

‘Surely I will fill you withmen,
as with locusts,
and they will lift up a shout against
you.’

15 “He hasmade the earth by his power.

He has established the world by his
wisdom.

By his understanding he has stretched
out the heavens.

16When he utters his voice,
there is a roar of waters in the heav-
ens,

and he causes the vapors to ascend
from the ends of the earth.

Hemakes lightning for the rain,
and brings the wind out of his trea-
suries.

17“Everymanhasbecomestupidandwith-
out knowledge.

Everygoldsmith is disappointedbyhis
image,

for his molten images are falsehood,
and there is no breath in them.

18They are vanity,
a work of delusion.
In the time of their visitation, theywill
perish.

19The portion of Jacob is not like these,
for he formed all things,
including the tribe of his inheritance.
Yahweh of Armies is his name.

20 “You are my battle ax and weapons of
war.

With you I will break the nations into
pieces.

With you I will destroy kingdoms.
21With you I will break in pieces

the horse and his rider.
22With you I will break in pieces

the chariot andhimwho rides therein.
With you I will break in pieces

man andwoman.
With you I will break in pieces

the old man and the youth.
With you I will break in pieces

the youngman and the virgin.
23With you I will break in pieces

the shepherd and his flock.
With you I will break in pieces

the farmer and his yoke.
With you I will break in pieces

governors and deputies.
24 “I will give to Babylon and to all the

inhabitants of Chaldea all their evil that
they have done in Zion in your sight,” says
Yahweh.
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25 “Behold, I am against you, destroying
mountain,” says Yahweh,

“which destroys all the earth.
I will stretch out my hand on you,

roll you down from the rocks,
and will make you a burned moun-
tain.

26Theywon’t take a cornerstone fromyou,
nor a stone for foundations;
but you will be desolate forever,” says
Yahweh.

27 “Set up a standard in the land!
Blow the trumpet among the nations!

Prepare the nations against her!
Call together against her thekingdoms
of Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz!

Appoint a marshal against her!
Cause the horses to come up as the
swarming locusts!

28Prepare against her the nations,
the kings of the Medes, its governors,
and all its deputies, and all the land
of their dominion!

29The land trembles and is in pain;
for the purposes of Yahweh against
Babylon stand,

to make the land of Babylon a desola-
tion, without inhabitant.

30 The mighty men of Babylon have
stopped fighting,

they remain in their strongholds.
Their might has failed.

They have become as women.
Her dwelling places are set on fire.

Her bars are broken.
31One runner will run to meet another,

and onemessenger to meet another,
to show the king of Babylon that his
city is taken on every quarter.

32 So the passages are seized.
They have burned the reeds with fire.
Themen of war are frightened.”

33 For Yahweh of Armies, the God of Is-
rael says:
“The daughter of Babylon is like a thresh-

ing floor at the time when it is trod-
den.

Yet a little while, and the time of har-
vest comes for her.”

34 “Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon
has devouredme.

He has crushedme.
He has mademe an empty vessel.

He has, like amonster, swallowedme up.
He has filled his mouth with my deli-
cacies.

He has cast me out.
35May the violence done to me and to my

flesh be on Babylon!”
the inhabitant of Zion will say; and,

“May my blood be on the inhabitants of
Chaldea!”

will Jerusalem say.
36Therefore Yahweh says:

“Behold, I will plead your cause,
and take vengeance for you.

I will dry up her sea,
andmake her fountain dry.

37Babylon will become heaps,
a dwelling place for jackals,
an astonishment, and a hissing,
without inhabitant.

38They will roar together like young lions.
They will growl as lions’ cubs.

39 When they are inflamed, I will make
their feast,

and I will make them drunk,
that theymay rejoice,

and sleep a perpetual sleep,
and not wake up,” says Yahweh.

40 “Iwill bring themdown like lambs to the
slaughter,

like rams withmale goats.
41 “How Sheshach is taken!

How the praise of the whole earth is
seized!

HowBabylonhas becomeadesolation
among the nations!

42The sea has come up on Babylon.
She is coveredwith themultitudeof its
waves.

43Her cities have become a desolation,
a dry land, and a desert,
a land in which noman dwells.
No son of man passes by it.

44 I will execute judgment on Bel in Baby-
lon,

and I will bring out of his mouth that
which he has swallowed up.
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The nations will not flow anymore to him.
Yes, the wall of Babylon will fall.

45 “My people, go away from the middle of
her,

and each of you save yourselves from
Yahweh’s fierce anger.

46Don’t let your heart faint.
Don’t fear for the news that will be
heard in the land.

For news will come one year,
and after that in another year news
will come,

and violence in the land,
ruler against ruler.

47 Therefore behold, the days come that
I will execute judgment on the en-
graved images of Babylon;

and her whole land will be con-
founded.

All her slain will fall in the middle of
her.

48Then the heavens and the earth,
and all that is therein,

will sing for joy over Babylon;
for the destroyers will come to her
from the north,” says Yahweh.

49“AsBabylonhascaused the slainof Israel
to fall,

so the slain of all the land will fall at
Babylon.

50Youwho have escaped the sword, go!
Don’t stand still!

Remember Yahweh from afar,
and let Jerusalem come into your
mind.”

51 “We are confounded
because we have heard reproach.

Confusion has covered our faces,
for strangers have come into the sanc-
tuaries of Yahweh’s house.”

52 “Therefore behold, the days come,” says
Yahweh,

“that I will execute judgment on her
engraved images;

and through all her land thewounded
will groan.

53Though Babylon shouldmount up to the
sky,

and though she should fortify the
height of her strength,

yet destroyers will come to her from
me,” says Yahweh.

54“The soundof a cry comes fromBabylon,
and of great destruction from the land
of the Chaldeans!

55For Yahweh lays Babylon waste,
anddestroysoutofher thegreat voice!

Their waves roar like many waters.
The noise of their voice is uttered.

56For the destroyer has come on her,
even on Babylon.

Her mighty men are taken.
Their bows are broken in pieces,

for Yahweh is a God of retribution.
He will surely repay.

57 I will make her princes, her wise men,
her governors, her deputies, and her
mighty men drunk.

They will sleep a perpetual sleep,
and not wake up,”
says the King, whose name is Yahweh
of Armies.

58Yahweh of Armies says:
“The wide walls of Babylon will be utterly

overthrown.
Her high gates will be burned with
fire.

The peoples will labor for vanity,
and the nations for the fire;
and they will be weary.”

59Thewordwhich Jeremiah the prophet
commanded Seraiah the son of Neriah,
the son of Mahseiah, when he went with
Zedekiah the king of Judah to Babylon in
the fourth year of his reign. Now Seraiah
was chief quartermaster.

60 Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil
that should come on Babylon, even all
these words that are written concerning
Babylon.

61 Jeremiah said to Seraiah, “When you
come to Babylon, then see that you read all
these words,

62 and say, ‘Yahweh, you have spoken
concerning this place, to cut it off, that
no one will dwell in it, neither man nor
animal, but that it will be desolate forever.’

63 It will be, when you have finished
reading this book, that you shall bind a
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stone to it, and cast it into themiddle of the
Euphrates.

64Then you shall say, ‘Thus will Babylon
sink, andwill not rise again because of the
evil that I will bring on her; and they will
be weary.’ ”
Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.

52
1 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old

whenhebegan to reign. He reigned eleven
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name
was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of
Libnah.

2He did that which was evil in Yahweh’s
sight, according to all that Jehoiakim had
done.

3 For through Yahweh’s anger this hap-
pened in Jerusalem and Judah, until he
had cast them out from his presence.
Zedekiah rebelled against the king of

Babylon.
4 In the ninth year of his reign, in the

tenthmonth, in the tenthdayof themonth,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he
and all his army, against Jerusalem, and
encamped against it; and they built forts
against it round about.

5So the citywas besieged to the eleventh
year of King Zedekiah.

6 In the fourth month, in the ninth day
of the month, the famine was severe in
the city, so that there was no bread for the
people of the land.

7 Then a breach was made in the city,
and all the men of war fled, and went out
of the city by night by the way of the gate
between the two walls, which was by the
king’s garden. Now the Chaldeans were
against the city all around. Themenofwar
went toward the Arabah,

8but the army of the Chaldeans pursued
the king, and overtook Zedekiah in the
plains of Jericho; and all his army was
scattered from him.

9 Then they took the king, and carried
him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah in
the land of Hamath; and he pronounced
judgment on him.

10 The king of Babylon killed the sons of
Zedekiah before his eyes. He also killed all
the princes of Judah in Riblah.

11He put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and
the king of Babylon bound him in fetters,
and carried him to Babylon, and put him
in prison until the day of his death.

12 Now in the fifth month, in the tenth
day of the month, which was the nine-
teenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king
of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard, who stood before the king of
Babylon, came into Jerusalem.

13 He burned Yahweh’s house, and
the king’s house; and all the houses of
Jerusalem, even every great house, he
burned with fire.

14 All the army of the Chaldeans, who
were with the captain of the guard, broke
downall thewalls of Jerusalemall around.

15 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard carried away captive of the poorest
of the people, and the rest of the people
whowere left in the city, and thosewho fell
away, who defected to the king of Babylon,
and the rest of themultitude.

16 But Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard left of the poorest of the land to be
vineyard keepers and farmers.

17 The Chaldeans broke the pillars of
bronze that were in Yahweh’s house and
the bases and the bronze sea that were in
Yahweh’s house in pieces, and carried all
of their bronze to Babylon.

18Theyalso tookaway thepots, the shov-
els, the snuffers, the basins, the spoons,
and all the vessels of bronze with which
theyministered.

19The captainof the guard tookaway the
cups, the fire pans, the basins, the pots, the
lamp stands, the spoons, and the bowls;
that which was of gold, as gold, and that
which was of silver, as silver.

20 They took the two pillars, the one sea,
and the twelve bronze bulls that were un-
der the bases, which King Solomon had
made for Yahweh’s house. The bronze of
all these vessels was without weight.

21As for the pillars, the height of the one
pillar was eighteen cubits;† and a line of

† 52:21 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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twelve cubits encircled it; and its thickness
was four fingers. It was hollow.

22 A capital of bronze was on it; and
the height of the one capital was five
cubits,‡ with network and pomegranates
on the capital all around, all of bronze.
The second pillar also had the same, with
pomegranates.

23 There were ninety-six pomegranates
on the sides; all the pomegranates were
one hundred on the network all around.

24 The captain of the guard took Seraiah
the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second
priest, and the three keepers of the thresh-
old,

25 and out of the city he took an officer
who was set over the men of war; and
seven men of those who saw the king’s
face, who were found in the city; and the
scribe of the captain of the army, who
mustered the people of the land; and sixty
men of the people of the land, who were
found in themiddle of the city.

26Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard
took them, andbrought them to the king of
Babylon to Riblah.

27 The king of Babylon struck them, and
put them to death at Riblah in the land of
Hamath.
So Judahwas carriedawaycaptiveout of

his land.
28This is thenumberof thepeoplewhom

Nebuchadnezzar carried away captive:
in the seventh year, three thousand
twenty-three Jews;
29 in the eighteenth year of Nebuchad-
nezzar, he carried away captive from
Jerusalem eight hundred thirty-two per-
sons;
30 in the twenty-third year of Nebuchad-
nezzar, Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard carried away captive of the Jews
seven hundred forty-five people.
All thepeoplenumbered four thousand six
hundred.

31 In the thirty-seventh year of the cap-
tivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the
twelfth month, in the twenty-fifth day of
themonth, Evilmerodach king of Babylon,
in the first year of his reign, lifted up the

head of Jehoiachin king of Judah, and re-
leased him from prison.

32 He spoke kindly to him, and set his
throne above the throne of the kings who
were with him in Babylon,

33 and changed his prison garments. Je-
hoiachin ate bread before him continually
all the days of his life.

34 For his allowance, there was a con-
tinual allowance given him by the king of
Babylon, every day a portion until the day
of his death, all the days of his life.

‡ 52:22 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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The
Lamentations
of Jeremiah

1How the city sits solitary,
that was full of people!

She has become as a widow,
whowas great among the nations!

She who was a princess among the
provinces

has become a slave!
2 She weeps bitterly in the night.

Her tears are on her cheeks.
Among all her lovers

she has no one to comfort her.
All her friends have dealt treacherously

with her.
They have become her enemies.

3 Judah has gone into captivity because of
affliction

and because of great servitude.
She dwells among the nations.

She finds no rest.
All her persecutors overtook her in
her distress.

4The roads to Zionmourn,
because no one comes to the solemn
assembly.

All her gates are desolate.
Her priests sigh.

Her virgins are afflicted,
and she herself is in bitterness.

5Her adversaries have become the head.
Her enemies prosper;

for Yahweh†has afflicted her for themulti-
tude of her transgressions.

Her young children have gone into
captivity before the adversary.

6Allmajesty has departed from the daugh-
ter of Zion.

Her princes have become like deer
that find no pasture.

They have gone without strength be-
fore the pursuer.

7 Jerusalem remembers in the days of her
affliction and of her miseries

all her pleasant things that were from
the days of old;

when her people fell into the hand of the
adversary,

and no one helped her.
The adversaries saw her.

Theymocked at her desolations.
8 Jerusalem has grievously sinned.

Therefore she has become unclean.
All who honored her despise her,

because they have seen her naked-
ness.

Yes, she sighs and turns backward.
9Her filthiness was in her skirts.

She didn’t remember her latter end.
Therefore she has come down astound-

ingly.
She has no comforter.

“See, Yahweh, my affliction;
for the enemy hasmagnified himself.”

10 The adversary has spread out his hand
on all her pleasant things;

for she has seen that the nations have
entered into her sanctuary,

concerning whom you commanded
that they should not enter into your
assembly.

11All her people sigh.
They seek bread.
They have given their pleasant things
for food to refresh their soul.

“Look, Yahweh, and see,
for I have become despised.”

12“Is it nothing to you, all youwhopass by?
Look, and see if there is any sorrow
like my sorrow,

which is brought onme,
withwhichYahwehhas afflictedme in
the day of his fierce anger.

13 “From on high has he sent fire into my
bones,

and it prevails against them.
He has spread a net for my feet.

He has turnedme back.
† 1:5 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations.
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Hehasmademedesolateand I faintall
day long.

14 “The yoke ofmy transgressions is bound
by his hand.

They are knit together.
They have come up onmy neck.
Hemademy strength fail.

The Lord‡ has delivered me into their
hands,

against whom I am not able to stand.
15 “The Lord has set at nothing all my

mighty menwithinme.
He has called a solemn assembly
against me to crushmy youngmen.

The Lord has trodden the virgin
daughterof Judahas inawinepress.

16 “For these things I weep.
My eye,my eye runs downwithwater,
because the comforter who should re-
freshmy soul is far fromme.

My children are desolate,
because the enemy has prevailed.”

17Zion spreads out her hands.
There is no one to comfort her.

Yahweh has commanded concerning Ja-
cob,

that thosewho are around him should
be his adversaries.

Jerusalem is among them as an un-
clean thing.

18 “Yahweh is righteous,
for I have rebelled against his com-
mandment.

Please hear all you peoples,
and seemy sorrow.
My virgins and my young men have
gone into captivity.

19 “I called for my lovers,
but they deceivedme.

Mypriests andmyelders gave up the spirit
in the city,

while they sought food for themselves
to refresh their souls.

20 “Look, Yahweh; for I am in distress.
My heart is troubled.

My heart turns over withinme,
for I have grievously rebelled.

Abroad, the sword bereaves.
At home, it is like death.

21 “They have heard that I sigh.
There is no one to comfort me.

All my enemies have heard of my trouble.
They are glad that you have done it.

You will bring the day that you have pro-
claimed,

and they will be like me.

22 “Let all their wickedness come before
you.

Do to them as you have done tome for
all my transgressions.

For my sighs are many,
andmy heart is faint.

2
1Howhas theLord covered thedaughter

of Zion with a cloud in his anger!
He has cast the beauty of Israel down
from heaven to the earth,

and hasn’t remembered his footstool
in the day of his anger.

2 The Lord has swallowed up all the
dwellings of Jacob

without pity.
He has thrown down in his wrath the

strongholds of the daughter of Ju-
dah.

He has brought them down to the
ground.

He has profaned the kingdom and its
princes.

3 He has cut off all the horn of Israel in
fierce anger.

He has drawn back his right hand
from before the enemy.

He has burned up Jacob like a flaming fire,
which devours all around.

4He has bent his bow like an enemy.
He has stood with his right hand as an
adversary.

He has killed all that were pleasant to the
eye.

‡ 1:14 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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In the tent of the daughter of Zion, he
has poured out his wrath like fire.

5The Lord has become as an enemy.
He has swallowed up Israel.

He has swallowed up all her palaces.
He has destroyed his strongholds.
He has multiplied mourning and
lamentation in the daughter of
Judah.

6He has violently taken away his taberna-
cle,

as if it were a garden.
He has destroyed his place of assembly.

Yahweh has caused solemn assembly
and Sabbath to be forgotten in Zion.

In the indignation of his anger, he has
despised the king and the priest.

7The Lord has cast off his altar.
He has abhorred his sanctuary.

He has given the walls of her palaces into
the hand of the enemy.

They have made a noise in Yahweh’s
house,

as in the day of a solemn assembly.
8Yahweh has purposed to destroy the wall

of the daughter of Zion.
He has stretched out the line.
He has not withdrawn his hand from
destroying;

He hasmade the rampart andwall lament.
They languish together.

9Her gates have sunk into the ground.
Hehasdestroyedandbrokenherbars.

Her king and her princes are among the
nations where the law is not.

Yes, her prophets find no vision from
Yahweh.

10The elders of the daughter of Zion sit on
the ground.

They keep silence.
They have cast up dust on their heads.

They have clothed themselves with
sackcloth.

The virgins of Jerusalem hang down
their heads to the ground.

11My eyes fail with tears.

My heart is troubled.
My bile is poured on the earth,

because of the destruction of the
daughter of my people,

because the young children and the
infants swoon in the streets of the
city.

12They ask their mothers,
“Where is grain and wine?”
when they swoon as the wounded in
the streets of the city,

when their soul is poured out into
their mothers’ bosom.

13What shall I testify to you?
What shall I liken to you, daughter of
Jerusalem?

What shall I compare to you,
that I may comfort you, virgin daugh-
ter of Zion?

For your breach is as big as the sea.
Who can heal you?

14 Your prophets have seen false and fool-
ish visions for you.

They have not uncovered your iniq-
uity,

to reverse your captivity,
but have seen for you false revelations
and causes of banishment.

15All that pass by clap their hands at you.
They hiss and wag their head at the
daughter of Jerusalem, saying,

“Is this the city thatmen called ‘Theperfec-
tion of beauty,

the joy of the whole earth’?”
16 All your enemies have opened their

mouth wide against you.
They hiss and gnash their teeth.
They say, “We have swallowed her up.

Certainly this is the day that we looked for.
We have found it.
We have seen it.”

17Yahwehhasdone thatwhichheplanned.
He has fulfilled his word that he com-
manded in the days of old.

He has thrown down,
and has not pitied.
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He has caused the enemy to rejoice over
you.

He has exalted the horn of your adver-
saries.

18Their heart cried to the Lord.
O wall of the daughter of Zion,
let tears run down like a river day and
night.

Give yourself no relief.
Don’t let your eyes rest.

19Arise, cry out in the night,
at the beginning of the watches!

Pour out your heart like water before the
face of the Lord.

Lift up your hands toward him for the
life of your young children,

who faint for hunger at the head of
every street.

20 “Look, Yahweh, and see to whom you
have done thus!

Should the women eat their offspring,
the children that they held and
bounced on their knees?

Should the priest and the prophet be
killed in the sanctuary of the Lord?

21 “The youth and the old man lie on the
ground in the streets.

My virgins and my young men have
fallen by the sword.

You have killed them in the day of your
anger.

You have slaughtered, and not pitied.

22 “You have called, as in the day of a
solemn assembly, my terrors on ev-
ery side.

There was no one that escaped or
remained in the day of Yahweh’s
anger.

My enemy has consumed those whom
I have cared for and brought up.

3
1 I am themanwho has seen affliction

by the rod of his wrath.
2He has led me and caused me to walk in

darkness,
and not in light.

3 Surely he turns his hand against me

again and again all day long.

4He hasmademy flesh andmy skin old.
He has brokenmy bones.

5He has built against me,
and surrounded me with bitterness
and hardship.

6He hasmademe dwell in dark places,
as those who have been long dead.

7He has walledme about, so that I can’t go
out.

He has mademy chain heavy.
8Yes, when I cry, and call for help,

he shuts out my prayer.
9Hehaswalled upmywayswith cut stone.

He has mademy paths crooked.

10He is to me as a bear lying in wait,
as a lion in hiding.

11He has turned awaymy path,
and pulledme in pieces.
He has mademe desolate.

12He has bent his bow,
and set me as amark for the arrow.

13He has caused the shafts of his quiver to
enter into my kidneys.

14 I have become a derision to all my
people,

and their song all day long.
15He has filledmewith bitterness.

He has stuffedmewith wormwood.
16Hehas also brokenmy teethwith gravel.

He has coveredmewith ashes.
17 You have removed my soul far away

from peace.
I forgot prosperity.

18 I said, “My strength has perished,
along with my expectation from Yah-
weh.”

19Remembermy affliction andmymisery,
the wormwood and the bitterness.

20My soul still remembers them,
and is bowed downwithinme.

21This I recall to mymind;
therefore I have hope.

22 It is because of Yahweh’s loving kind-
nesses that we are not consumed,

because his mercies don’t fail.
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23They are new everymorning.
Great is your faithfulness.

24 “Yahweh is my portion,” says my soul.
“Therefore I will hope in him.”

25 Yahweh is good to those who wait for
him,

to the soul who seeks him.
26 It is good that a man should hope

and quietly wait for the salvation of
Yahweh.

27 It is good for a man that he bear the
yoke in his youth.

28Let him sit alone and keep silence,
because he has laid it on him.

29Let him put his mouth in the dust,
if it is so that there may be hope.

30Lethimgivehis cheek tohimwhostrikes
him.

Let him be filled full of reproach.

31For the Lord will not cast off forever.
32For though he causes grief,
yethewill have compassionaccording
to the multitude of his loving kind-
nesses.

33For he does not afflict willingly,
nor grieve the children of men.

34 To crush under foot all the prisoners of
the earth,

35 to turn away the right of a man
before the face of the Most High,

36 to subvert a man in his cause, the
Lord doesn’t approve.

37Who is hewho says, and it comes to pass,
when the Lord doesn’t command it?

38 Doesn’t evil and good come out of the
mouth of the Most High?

39Why should a livingman complain,
a man for the punishment of his sins?

40Let us search and try our ways,
and turn again to Yahweh.

41 Let’s lift up our heart with our hands to
God† in the heavens.

42 “We have transgressed and have re-
belled.

You have not pardoned.

43 “You have covered us with anger and
pursued us.

You have killed.
You have not pitied.

44You have covered yourself with a cloud,
so that no prayer can pass through.

45 You have made us an off-scouring and
refuse

in themiddle of the peoples.
46 “All our enemies have opened their

mouth wide against us.
47Terror and the pit have come on us,
devastation and destruction.”

48My eye runs down with streams of wa-
ter,

for the destruction of the daughter of
my people.

49My eye pours down
and doesn’t cease,
without any intermission,

50until Yahweh looks down,
and sees from heaven.

51My eye affects my soul,
because of all the daughters ofmy city.

52 They have chased me relentlessly like a
bird,

those who are my enemies without
cause.

53They have cut offmy life in the dungeon,
and have cast a stone onme.

54Waters flowed over my head.
I said, “I am cut off.”

55 I called on your name, Yahweh,
out of the lowest dungeon.

56You heardmy voice:
“Don’t hide your ear frommy sighing,
andmy cry.”

57You came near in the day that I called on
you.

You said, “Don’t be afraid.”
58Lord, you have pleaded the causes ofmy

soul.
You have redeemedmy life.

59Yahweh, you have seenmywrong.
Judgemy cause.

60You have seen all their vengeance
† 3:41 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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and all their plans against me.
61You have heard their reproach, Yahweh,

and all their plans against me,
62 the lips of those that rose up against me,

and their plots againstme all day long.
63 You see their sitting down and their ris-

ing up.
I am their song.

64Youwill pay them back, Yahweh,
according to the work of their hands.

65Youwill give them hardness of heart,
your curse to them.

66Youwill pursue them in anger,
and destroy them from under the
heavens of Yahweh.

4
1How the gold has become dim!

Themost pure gold has changed!
The stones of the sanctuary are poured out

at the head of every street.
2The precious sons of Zion,

comparable to fine gold,
how they are esteemed as earthen pitch-

ers,
the work of the hands of the potter!

3Even the jackals offer their breast.
They nurse their young ones.

But the daughter ofmy people has become
cruel,

like the ostriches in the wilderness.
4 The tongue of the nursing child clings to

the roof of his mouth for thirst.
The young children ask for bread,
and no one breaks it for them.

5 Those who ate delicacies are desolate in
the streets.

Those who were brought up in purple
embrace dunghills.

6 For the iniquity of the daughter of my
people is greater than the sin of
Sodom,

which was overthrown as in a mo-
ment.

No hands were laid on her.
7Her nobles were purer than snow.

They were whiter thanmilk.
They were more ruddy in body than ru-

bies.
Their polishing was like sapphire.

8Their appearance is blacker than a coal.
They are not known in the streets.

Their skin clings to their bones.
It is withered.
It has become like wood.

9 Those who are killed with the sword
are better than those who are killed
with hunger;

for these pine away, stricken through,
for lack of the fruits of the field.

10 The hands of the pitiful women have
boiled their own children.

They were their food in the destruc-
tion of the daughter of my people.

11Yahweh has accomplished his wrath.
He has poured out his fierce anger.

He has kindled a fire in Zion,
which has devoured its foundations.

12The kings of the earth didn’t believe,
neither did all the inhabitants of the
world,

that the adversary and the enemy
would enter into the gates of
Jerusalem.

13 It is because of the sins of her prophets
and the iniquities of her priests,
that have shed the blood of the just in
themiddle of her.

14Theywander as blindmen in the streets.
They are polluted with blood,
So that men can’t touch their gar-
ments.

15 “Go away!” they cried to them.
“Unclean! Go away! Go away! Don’t
touch!

When they fled away and wandered, men
said among the nations,

“They can’t live here anymore.”
16Yahweh’s anger has scattered them.

He will not pay attention to them any
more.
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They didn’t respect the persons of the
priests.

They didn’t favor the elders.
17Our eyes still fail,

looking in vain for our help.
In our watching we have watched for
a nation that could not save.

18They hunt our steps,
so that we can’t go in our streets.

Our end is near.
Our days are fulfilled,
for our end has come.

19 Our pursuers were swifter than the ea-
gles of the sky.

They chased us on themountains.
They set an ambush for us in the
wilderness.

20The breath of our nostrils,
the anointed of Yahweh,
was taken in their pits;

of whomwe said,
under his shadow we will live among
the nations.

21Rejoice and be glad, daughter of Edom,
who dwells in the land of Uz.

The cup will pass through to you also.
You will be drunken,
and will make yourself naked.

22 The punishment of your iniquity is ac-
complished, daughter of Zion.

He will no more carry you away into
captivity.

He will visit your iniquity, daughter of
Edom.

He will uncover your sins.

5
1 Remember, Yahweh, what has come on

us.
Look, and see our reproach.

2Our inheritance has been turned over to
strangers,

our houses to aliens.
3We are orphans and fatherless.

Ourmothers are as widows.
4Wemust pay for water to drink.

Our wood is sold to us.
5Our pursuers are on our necks.

We are weary, and have no rest.
6 We have given our hands to the Egyp-

tians,
and to the Assyrians, to be satisfied
with bread.

7Our fathers sinned, and are nomore.
We have borne their iniquities.

8 Servants rule over us.
There is no one to deliver us out of
their hand.

9We get our bread at the peril of our lives,
because of the sword in the wilder-
ness.

10Our skin is black like an oven,
because of the burningheat of famine.

11They ravished the women in Zion,
the virgins in the cities of Judah.

12Princes were hanged up by their hands.
The faces of elders were not honored.

13The youngmen carrymillstones.
The children stumbled under loads of
wood.

14The elders have ceased from the gate,
and the youngmen from their music.

15The joy of our heart has ceased.
Our dance is turned into mourning.

16The crown has fallen from our head.
Woe to us, for we have sinned!

17For this our heart is faint.
For these things our eyes are dim:

18 for the mountain of Zion, which is deso-
late.

The foxes walk on it.
19You, Yahweh, remain forever.

Your throne is from generation to gen-
eration.

20Why do you forget us forever,
and forsake us for so long a time?

21Turnus to yourself, Yahweh, andwewill
be turned.

Renew our days as of old.
22But you have utterly rejected us.

You are very angry against us.
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The Book of
Ezekiel

1Now in the thirtieth year, in the fourth
month, in the fifth day of the month, as
I was among the captives by the river
Chebar, the heavens were opened, and I
saw visions of God.†

2 In the fifth of themonth, whichwas the
fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity,

3 Yahweh’s‡ word came to Ezekiel the
priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the
Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and Yah-
weh’s handwas there on him.

4 I looked, and behold,§ a stormy wind
came out of the north: a great cloud,
with flashing lightning, and a brightness
around it, and out of the middle of it as it
were glowing metal, out of the middle of
the fire.

5 Out of its center came the likeness of
four living creatures. This was their ap-
pearance: They had the likeness of a man.

6Everyone had four faces, and each one
of them had four wings.

7 Their feet were straight feet. The sole
of their feetwas like the sole of a calf’s foot;
and they sparkled like burnished bronze.

8 They had the hands of a man under
their wings on their four sides. The four of
them had their faces and their wings like
this:

9 Their wings were joined to one an-
other. They didn’t turn when they went.
Each one went straight forward.

10As for the likeness of their faces, they
had the face of a man. The four of them
had the face of a lion on the right side. The
four of them had the face of an ox on the
left side. The four of themalso had the face
of an eagle.

11 Such were their faces. Their wings
were spread out above. Twowings of each
one touched another, and two covered
their bodies.

12 Each one went straight forward.
Where the spiritwas togo, theywent. They
didn’t turn when they went.

13 As for the likeness of the living crea-
tures, their appearance was like burning
coalsoffire, like theappearanceof torches.
The fire went up and down among the
living creatures. The fire was bright, and
lightning went out of the fire.

14The living creatures ran and returned
as the appearance of a flash of lightning.

15Now as I saw the living creatures, be-
hold, there was one wheel on the earth
beside the living creatures, for each of the
four faces of it.

16 The appearance of the wheels and
their work was like a beryl. The four of
them had one likeness. Their appearance
and their work was as it were a wheel
within a wheel.

17 When they went, they went in their
four directions. They didn’t turn when
they went.

18 As for their rims, they were high and
dreadful; and the four of them had their
rims full of eyes all around.

19 When the living creatures went, the
wheelswent beside them. When the living
creatures were lifted up from the earth,
the wheels were lifted up.

20 Wherever the spirit was to go, they
went. The spirit was to go there. The
wheels were lifted up beside them; for
the spirit of the living creature was in the
wheels.

21When those went, these went. When
those stood, these stood. When those were
lifted up from the earth, the wheels were
lifted up beside them; for the spirit of the
living creature was in the wheels.

22 Over the head of the living creature
there was the likeness of an expanse, like
an awesome crystal to look at, stretched
out over their heads above.

23 Under the expanse, their wings were
straight, one toward the other. Each one
had two which covered on this side, and

† 1:1 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 1:3 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes
rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. § 1:4 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe,
see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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eachonehad twowhichcovered theirbod-
ies on that side.

24When they went, I heard the noise of
their wings like the noise of great waters,
like the voice of the Almighty, a noise of
tumult like the noise of an army. When
they stood, they let down their wings.

25 There was a voice above the expanse
that was over their heads. When they
stood, they let down their wings.

26Above the expanse thatwas over their
heads was the likeness of a throne, as the
appearance of a sapphire† stone. On the
likeness of the thronewas a likeness as the
appearance of a man on it above.

27 I saw as it were glowing metal, as the
appearance of fire within it all around,
from the appearance of his waist and up-
ward; and from the appearance of his
waist and downward I saw as it were the
appearance of fire, and there was bright-
ness around him.

28As the appearance of the rainbow that
is in the cloud in the day of rain, sowas the
appearance of the brightness all around.
This was the appearance of the likeness

of Yahweh’s glory. When I saw it, I fell on
my face, and I heard a voice of one that
spoke.

2
1 He said to me, “Son of man, stand on

your feet, and I will speak with you.”
2 The Spirit entered into me when he

spoke to me, and set me on my feet; and I
heard himwho spoke to me.

3Hesaid tome, “Sonofman, I sendyou to
the children of Israel, to a nation of rebels
who have rebelled against me. They and
their fathers have transgressed againstme
even to this very day.

4 The children are impudent and stiff-
hearted. I am sending you to them, and
you shall tell them, ‘This is what the Lord†
Yahweh says.’

5 They, whether they will hear, or
whether they will refuse—for they are a
rebellious house—yet they will know that
there has been a prophet among them.

6 You, son of man, don’t be afraid of
them, neither be afraid of their words,
though briers and thorns are with you,
and you dwell among scorpions. Don’t be
afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at
their looks, though they are a rebellious
house.

7 You shall speak my words to them,
whether they will hear or whether they
will refuse; for they aremost rebellious.

8 But you, son of man, hear what I tell
you. Don’t be rebellious like that rebellious
house. Open your mouth, and eat that
which I give you.”

9 When I looked, behold, a hand was
stretched out tome; and behold, a scroll of
a book was in it.

10 He spread it before me. It was writ-
tenwithin andwithout; and lamentations,
mourning, and woe were written in it.

3
1 He said to me, “Son of man, eat what

you find. Eat this scroll, and go, speak to
the house of Israel.”

2 So I opened my mouth, and he caused
me to eat the scroll.

3 He said to me, “Son of man, eat this
scroll that I give you and fill your belly and
your bowels with it.”
Then I ate it. It was as sweet as honey in

mymouth.
4 He said to me, “Son of man, go to the

house of Israel, and speak my words to
them.

5 For you are not sent to a people of a
strange speech and of a hard language, but
to the house of Israel—

6not tomanypeoples of a strange speech
and of a hard language, whose words you
can’t understand. Surely, if I sent you to
them, they would listen to you.

7But the house of Israel will not listen to
you, for they will not listen to me; for all
thehouseof Israel areobstinate†andhard-
hearted.

8 Behold, I have made your face hard
against their faces, and your forehead
hard against their foreheads.

9 I have made your forehead as a dia-
mond, harder than flint. Don’t be afraid of

† 1:26 or, lapis lazuli † 2:4 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 3:7 Literally, have a hard forehead
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them, neither be dismayed at their looks,
though they are a rebellious house.”

10Moreover he said to me, “Son of man,
receive in your heart and hear with your
ears all mywords that I speak to you.

11 Go to them of the captivity, to the
children of your people, and speak to
them, and tell them, ‘This is what the Lord
Yahweh says,’ whether they will hear, or
whether they will refuse.”

12 Then the Spirit lifted me up, and I
heard behindme the voice of a great rush-
ing, saying, “Blessed be Yahweh’s glory
from his place.”

13 I heard thenoiseof thewingsof the liv-
ing creatures as they touched one another,
and the noise of the wheels beside them,
even the noise of a great rushing.

14 So the Spirit lifted me up, and took
me away; and I went in bitterness, in the
heat of my spirit; and Yahweh’s hand was
strong onme.

15 Then I came to them of the captivity
at Tel Aviv who lived by the river Chebar,
and to where they lived; and I sat there
overwhelmed among them seven days.

16 At the end of seven days, Yahweh’s
word came tome, saying,

17 “Son ofman, I havemade you awatch-
man to the house of Israel. Therefore hear
the word frommy mouth, and warn them
fromme.

18When I tell thewicked, ‘Youwill surely
die;’ and you give him no warning, nor
speak to warn the wicked from his wicked
way, to save his life, that wicked man will
die in his iniquity; but I will require his
blood at your hand.

19 Yet if you warn the wicked, and he
doesn’t turn from his wickedness, nor
from his wicked way, he will die in his in-
iquity; but you have delivered your soul.”

20 “Again, when a righteous man turns
from his righteousness and commits iniq-
uity, and I lay a stumbling block before
him, he will die. Because you have not
given him warning, he will die in his sin,
andhis righteous deedswhichhehas done
will not be remembered; but I will require
his blood at your hand.

21 Nevertheless if you warn the righ-
teous man, that the righteous not sin, and
he does not sin, hewill surely live, because
he took warning; and you have delivered
your soul.”

22 Yahweh’s hand was there on me; and
he said to me, “Arise, go out into the plain,
and I will talk with you there.”

23 Then I arose, and went out into the
plain, and behold, Yahweh’s glory stood
there, like the glory which I saw by the
river Chebar. Then I fell onmy face.

24 Then the Spirit entered into me and
set me on my feet. He spoke with me, and
said to me, “Go, shut yourself inside your
house.

25But you, son of man, behold, they will
put ropes on you, and will bind you with
them, and youwill not go out among them.

26 I will make your tongue stick to the
roof of yourmouth so that youwill bemute
and will not be able to correct them, for
they are a rebellious house.

27But when I speakwith you, I will open
your mouth, and you shall tell them, ‘This
is what the Lord Yahweh says.’ He who
hears, let him hear; and he who refuses,
let him refuse; for they are a rebellious
house.”

4
1“Youalso, sonofman, takea tile, and lay

it before yourself, and portray on it a city,
even Jerusalem.

2 Lay siege against it, build forts against
it, and cast up a mound against it. Also set
camps against it and plant battering rams
against it all around.

3 Take for yourself an iron pan and set
it for a wall of iron between you and the
city. Then set your face toward it. It will be
besieged, and you shall lay siege against it.
This shall be a sign to the house of Israel.

4 “Moreover lie on your left side, and
lay the iniquity of the house of Israel on
it. According to the number of the days
that you shall lie on it, you shall bear their
iniquity.

5 For I have appointed the years of their
iniquity to be to you a number of days,
even three hundred ninety days. So you
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shall bear the iniquity of the house of Is-
rael.

6 “Again, when you have accomplished
these, you shall lie on your right side, and
shall bear the iniquity of the house of Ju-
dah. I have appointed forty days, each day
for a year, to you.

7You shall set your face toward the siege
of Jerusalem, with your arm uncovered;
and you shall prophesy against it.

8 Behold, I put ropes on you, and you
shall not turn yourself from one side to
the other, until you have accomplished the
days of your siege.

9 “Take for yourself also wheat, barley,
beans, lentils, millet, and spelt, and put
them in one vessel. Make bread of it. Ac-
cording to the number of the days that you
will lie on your side, even three hundred
ninety days, you shall eat of it.

10Your food which you shall eat shall be
by weight, twenty shekels† a day. From
time to time you shall eat it.

11You shall drink water bymeasure, the
sixth part of a hin.‡ From time to time you
shall drink.

12Youshall eat it asbarley cakes, andyou
shall bake it in their sight with dung that
comes out of man.”

13 Yahweh said, “Even thus will the chil-
dren of Israel eat their bread unclean,
among the nations where I will drive
them.”

14Then I said, “AhLordYahweh! Behold,
my soul hasnot beenpolluted; for frommy
youth up even until now I have not eaten
of that which dies of itself, or is torn of
animals. No abominable meat has come
into mymouth!”

15 Then he said to me, “Behold, I have
given you cow’s dung for man’s dung, and
you shall prepare your bread on it.”

16Moreover he said to me, “Son of man,
behold, I will break the staff of bread in
Jerusalem. They will eat bread by weight,
and with fearfulness. They will drink wa-
ter bymeasure, and in dismay;

17 that they may lack bread and water,
be dismayed one with another, and pine
away in their iniquity.

5
1 “You, son of man, take a sharp sword.

You shall take it as a barber’s razor to
yourself, and shall cause it to pass over
your head and over your beard. Then take
balances to weigh and divide the hair.

2 A third part you shall burn in the fire
in the middle of the city, when the days of
the siegeare fulfilled. You shall takea third
part, and strike with the sword around it.
A third part you shall scatter to the wind,
and I will draw out a sword after them.

3 You shall take a small number of these
and bind them in the folds of your robe.

4Of these again you shall take, and cast
them into the middle of the fire, and burn
them in the fire. From it a fire will come
out into all the house of Israel.

5 “The Lord Yahweh says: ‘This is
Jerusalem. I have set her in the middle of
the nations, and countries are around her.

6Shehas rebelledagainstmyordinances
in doing wickedness more than the na-
tions, and against my statutes more than
the countries that are around her; for they
have rejected my ordinances, and as for
mystatutes, theyhavenotwalked in them.’

7 “Therefore the Lord Yahweh says: ‘Be-
cause you are more turbulent than the
nations that are around you, and have not
walked in my statutes, neither have kept
my ordinances, neither have followed the
ordinances of the nations that are around
you;

8 therefore the Lord Yahweh says: ‘Be-
hold, I, even I, am against you; and I will
execute judgments among you in the sight
of the nations.

9 I will do in you that which I have not
done, andwhich Iwill not do anything like
it any more, because of all your abomina-
tions.

10Therefore the fathers will eat the sons
within you, and the sons will eat their
fathers. I will execute judgments on you;
and Iwill scatter thewhole remnant of you
to all the winds.

11Therefore as I live,’ says the Lord Yah-
weh, ‘surely, because you have defiled my
sanctuary with all your detestable things,

† 4:10 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. ‡ 4:11 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons.
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and with all your abominations, therefore
I will also diminish you. My eye won’t
spare, and I will have no pity.

12 A third part of you will die with the
pestilence, and theywill beconsumedwith
faminewithin you. A third part will fall by
the sword around you. A third part I will
scatter to all the winds, and will draw out
a sword after them.

13 “ ‘Thus my anger will be accom-
plished, and I will cause my wrath toward
them to rest, and I will be comforted. They
will know that I, Yahweh, have spoken in
my zeal, when I have accomplished my
wrath on them.

14 “ ‘Moreover I will make you a deso-
lation and a reproach among the nations
that are around you, in the sight of all that
pass by.

15 So it will be a reproach and a taunt,
an instruction and an astonishment, to
the nations that are around you, when I
execute judgments on you in anger and
in wrath, and in wrathful rebukes—I, Yah-
weh, have spoken it—

16when I send on them the evil arrows
of famine that are for destruction, which I
will send to destroy you. I will increase the
famine on you and will break your staff of
bread.

17 I will send on you famine and evil
animals, and they will bereave you. Pesti-
lence and blood will pass through you. I
will bring the sword on you. I, Yahweh,
have spoken it.’ ”

6
1Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, set your face toward the

mountainsof Israel, andprophesy to them,
3 and say, ‘You mountains of Israel, hear

the word of the Lord Yahweh! The Lord
Yahweh says to the mountains and to the
hills, to the watercourses and to the val-
leys: “Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword
on you, and Iwill destroy your high places.

4 Your altars will become desolate, and
your incense altars will be broken. I will
cast down your slain men before your
idols.

5 Iwill lay thedeadbodies of the children
of Israel before their idols. I will scatter
your bones around your altars.

6 In all your dwelling places, the cities
will be laid waste and the high places will
be desolate, so that your altars may be
laid waste and made desolate, and your
idols may be broken and cease, and your
incense altars may be cut down, and your
works may be abolished.

7 The slain will fall among you, and you
will know that I am Yahweh.

8 “ ‘ “Yet I will leave a remnant, in that
you will have some that escape the sword
among the nations, when you are scat-
tered through the countries.

9 Those of you that escape will remem-
ber me among the nations where they are
carried captive, how I have been broken
with their lewd heart, which has departed
from me, and with their eyes, which play
the prostitute after their idols. Then they
will loathe themselves in their own sight
for the evilswhich they have committed in
all their abominations.

10 They will know that I am Yahweh. I
have not said in vain that I would do this
evil to them.” ’

11 “The Lord Yahweh says: ‘Strike with
your hand, and stamp with your foot, and
say, “Alas!”, because of all the evil abomi-
nations of the house of Israel; for they will
fall by the sword, by the famine, andby the
pestilence.

12He who is far off will die of the pesti-
lence. Hewho isnearwill fall by the sword.
He who remains and is besieged will die
by the famine. Thus I will accomplish my
wrath on them.

13Youwill know that I amYahwehwhen
their slain men are among their idols
around their altars, on every high hill, on
all the tops of the mountains, under every
green tree, and under every thick oak—the
places where they offered pleasant aroma
to all their idols.

14 Iwill stretch outmyhandon themand
make the land desolate and waste, from
the wilderness toward Diblah, throughout
all their habitations. Then they will know
that I am Yahweh.’ ”
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7
1Moreover Yahweh’s word came to me,

saying,
2“You, son ofman, the LordYahweh says

to the land of Israel, ‘An end! The end has
come on the four corners of the land.

3Now the end is on you, and I will send
my anger on you, and will judge you ac-
cording to your ways. I will bring on you
all your abominations.

4My eye will not spare you, neither will
I have pity; but I will bring your ways on
you, andyourabominationswill be among
you. Then you will know that I am Yah-
weh.’

5 “The Lord Yahweh says: ‘A disaster! A
unique disaster! Behold, it comes.

6An end has come. The end has come! It
awakes against you. Behold, it comes.

7Your doomhas come to you, inhabitant
of the land! The time has come! The day
is near, a day of tumult, and not of joyful
shouting, on themountains.

8 Now I will shortly pour out my wrath
on you, and accomplish my anger against
you, and will judge you according to your
ways. Iwill bring onyouall your abomina-
tions.

9My eye won’t spare, neither will I have
pity. I will punish you according to your
ways. Your abominations will be among
you. Then you will know that I, Yahweh,
strike.

10 “ ‘Behold, the day! Behold, it comes!
Your doom has gone out. The rod has
blossomed. Pride has budded.

11 Violence has risen up into a rod of
wickedness. None of them will remain,
nor of their multitude, nor of their wealth.
There will be nothing of value among
them.

12 The time has come! The day draws
near. Don’t let the buyer rejoice, nor the
seller mourn; for wrath is on all its multi-
tude.

13 For the seller won’t return to that
which is sold, although they are still alive;
for the vision concerns the whole multi-
tude of it. None will return. None will
strengthen himself in the iniquity of his
life.

14 They have blown the trumpet, and
havemadeall ready; but noone goes to the
battle, for mywrath is on all its multitude.

15 “ ‘The sword is outside, and the pesti-
lence and the famine within. He who is in
the field will die by the sword. He who is
in the city will be devoured by famine and
pestilence.

16 But of those who escape, they will
escape and will be on the mountains like
doves of the valleys, all of them moaning,
everyone in his iniquity.

17All hands will be feeble, and all knees
will be weak as water.

18 They will also clothe themselves with
sackcloth, and horror will cover them.
Shamewill be on all faces, andbaldness on
all their heads.

19Theywill cast their silver in the streets,
and their gold will be as an unclean thing.
Their silver and their gold won’t be able to
deliver them in the day of Yahweh’swrath.
They won’t satisfy their souls or fill their
bellies; because it has been the stumbling
block of their iniquity.

20As for the beauty of his ornament, he
set it inmajesty; but theymade the images
of their abominations and their detestable
things therein. Therefore I havemade it to
them as an unclean thing.

21 I will give it into the hands of the
strangers for a prey, and to the wicked
of the earth for a plunder; and they will
profane it.

22 Iwill also turnmy face from them, and
theywill profanemy secret place. Robbers
will enter into it, and profane it.

23 “ ‘Make chains, for the land is full of
bloody crimes, and the city is full of vio-
lence.

24Therefore I will bring the worst of the
nations, and theywill possess theirhouses.
I will also make the pride of the strong to
cease. Their holy places will be profaned.

25 Destruction comes! They will seek
peace, and there will be none.

26 Mischief will come on mischief, and
rumor will be on rumor. They will seek
a vision of the prophet; but the law will
perish from the priest, and counsel from
the elders.
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27 The king will mourn, and the prince
will be clothedwith desolation. The hands
of the people of the land will be troubled.
I will do to them after their way, and
according to their own judgments I will
judge them. Then theywill know that I am
Yahweh.’ ”

8
1 In the sixth year, in the sixth month, in

the fifth day of the month, as I sat in my
house, and the elders of Judah sat before
me, the Lord Yahweh’s hand fell on me
there.

2 Then I saw, and behold, a likeness as
the appearance of fire—from the appear-
ance of his waist and downward, fire, and
from his waist and upward, as the ap-
pearance of brightness, as it were glowing
metal.

3 He stretched out the form of a hand,
and took me by a lock of my head; and the
Spirit lifted me up between earth and the
sky, and brought me in the visions of God
to Jerusalem, to the door of the gate of the
inner court that looks toward the north,
where there was the seat of the image of
jealousy, which provokes to jealousy.

4 Behold, the glory of the God of Israel
was there, according to the appearance
that I saw in the plain.

5Then he said tome, “Son of man, lift up
your eyes now the way toward the north.”
So I lifted upmyeyes theway toward the

north, and saw, northward of the gate of
the altar this imageof jealousy in the entry.

6He said to me, “Son of man, do you see
what they do? Even the great abomina-
tions that the house of Israel commit here,
that I should go far off from my sanctu-
ary? But you will again see yet other great
abominations.”

7He broughtme to the door of the court;
and when I looked, behold, a hole in the
wall.

8 Then he said to me, “Son of man, dig
now in the wall.”
When I had dug in thewall, I saw a door.
9 He said to me, “Go in, and see the

wicked abominations that they do here.”

10So Iwent in and looked, and sawevery
form of creeping things, abominable ani-
mals, andall the idolsof thehouseof Israel,
portrayed around on the wall.

11Seventymen of the elders of the house
of Israel stood before them. In the mid-
dle of them Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan
stood, every man with his censer in his
hand; and the smell of the cloud of incense
went up.

12Then he said to me, “Son of man, have
you seen what the elders of the house of
Israel do in the dark, every man in his
rooms of imagery? For they say, ‘Yahweh
doesn’t see us. Yahweh has forsaken the
land.’ ”

13 He said also to me, “You will again
see more of the great abominations which
they do.”

14Then he brought me to the door of the
gate of Yahweh’s house which was toward
the north; and I saw the women sit there
weeping for Tammuz.

15 Then he said to me, “Have you seen
this, son of man? You will again see yet
greater abominations than these.”

16 He brought me into the inner court
of Yahweh’s house; and I saw at the door
of Yahweh’s temple, between the porch
and the altar, therewere about twenty-five
men with their backs toward Yahweh’s
temple and their faces toward the east.
They were worshiping the sun toward the
east.

17 Then he said to me, “Have you seen
this, son of man? Is it a light thing to
the house of Judah that they commit the
abominations which they commit here?
For they have filled the landwith violence,
and have turned again to provoke me to
anger. Behold, they put the branch to their
nose.

18Therefore I will also deal inwrath. My
eye won’t spare, neither will I have pity.
Though they cry in my ears with a loud
voice, yet I will not hear them.”

9
1 Then he cried in my ears with a loud

voice, saying, “Cause those who are in
charge of the city to draw near, each man
with his destroying weapon in his hand.”
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2 Behold, six men came from the way
of the upper gate, which lies toward
the north, every man with his slaughter
weapon in his hand. One man in the mid-
dle of them was clothed in linen, with a
writer’s inkhorn by his side. They went in,
and stood beside the bronze altar.

3 The glory of the God of Israel went up
from the cherub, whereupon it was, to the
threshold of the house; andhe called to the
man clothed in linen, who had thewriter’s
inkhorn by his side.

4 Yahweh said to him, “Go through the
middle of the city, through the middle of
Jerusalem, and set a mark on the fore-
heads of the men that sigh and that cry
over all the abominations that are done
within it.”

5 To the others he said in my hearing,
“Go through the city after him, and strike.
Don’t let your eye spare, neither have pity.

6Kill utterly theoldman, theyoungman,
the virgin, little children and women; but
don’t come near any man on whom is the
mark. Begin at my sanctuary.”
Then they began at the old men who

were before the house.
7He said to them, “Defile the house, and

fill the courts with the slain. Go out!”
They went out, and struck in the city.
8While they were killing, and I was left,

I fell on my face, and cried, and said, “Ah
Lord Yahweh! Will you destroy all the
residue of Israel in your pouring out of
your wrath on Jerusalem?”

9Then he said tome, “The iniquity of the
house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly
great, and the land is full of blood, and the
city full of perversion; for they say, ‘Yah-
weh has forsaken the land, and Yahweh
doesn’t see.’

10 As for me also, my eye won’t spare,
neither will I have pity, but I will bring
their way on their head.”

11Behold, the man clothed in linen, who
had the inkhorn by his side, reported the
matter, saying, “I have done as you have
commandedme.”

10
1 Then I looked, and see, in the expanse

that was over the head of the cherubim
there appeared above them as it were a
sapphire† stone, as the appearance of the
likeness of a throne.

2 He spoke to the man clothed in linen,
and said, “Go in between the whirling
wheels, even under the cherub, and fill
both your hands with coals of fire from
between the cherubim, and scatter them
over the city.”
Hewent in as I watched.
3 Now the cherubim stood on the right

side of the house when the man went in;
and the cloud filled the inner court.

4 Yahweh’s glory mounted up from the
cherub, and stood over the threshold of
the house; and the house was filled with
the cloud, and the court was full of the
brightness of Yahweh’s glory.

5The soundof thewings of the cherubim
was heard even to the outer court, as the
voice of God Almighty when he speaks.

6 It came to pass, when he commanded
theman clothed in linen, saying, “Take fire
from between the whirling wheels, from
between the cherubim,” that he went in
and stood beside a wheel.

7Thecherubstretchedouthishand from
between the cherubim to the fire that was
between thecherubim, and tooksomeof it,
and put it into the hands of him who was
clothed in linen, who took it and went out.

8 The form of a man’s hand appeared
here in the cherubim under their wings.

9 I looked, and behold, there were four
wheelsbeside the cherubim, onewheelbe-
side one cherub, andanotherwheel beside
another cherub. The appearance of the
wheels was like a beryl stone.

10 As for their appearance, the four of
them had one likeness, like a wheel within
a wheel.

11 When they went, they went in their
four directions. They didn’t turn as they
went, but to the place where the head
looked they followed it. Theydidn’t turnas
they went.

12 Their whole body, including their
backs, their hands, their wings, and the

† 10:1 or, lapis lazuli
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wheels, were full of eyes all around, even
the wheels that the four of them had.

13As for the wheels, they were called in
my hearing, “the whirling wheels”.

14Every one of them had four faces. The
first face was the face of the cherub. The
second face was the face of a man. The
third facewas the face of a lion. The fourth
was the face of an eagle.

15 The cherubim mounted up. This is
the living creature that I saw by the river
Chebar.

16When the cherubim went, the wheels
wentbeside them; andwhen the cherubim
lifted up their wings to mount up from
the earth, the wheels also didn’t turn from
beside them.

17When they stood, these stood. When
they mounted up, these mounted up with
them; for the spirit of the living creature
was in them.

18Yahweh’s glorywent out fromover the
threshold of the house and stood over the
cherubim.

19 The cherubim lifted up their wings
and mounted up from the earth in my
sight when they went out, with the wheels
beside them. Then they stood at the door
of the east gate of Yahweh’s house; and the
glory of the God of Israel was over them
above.

20 This is the living creature that I
saw under the God of Israel by the river
Chebar; and I knew that they were cheru-
bim.

21 Every one had four faces, and every
one four wings. The likeness of the hands
of a manwas under their wings.

22 As for the likeness of their faces,
they were the faces which I saw by the
river Chebar, their appearances and them-
selves. They each went straight forward.

11
1 Moreover the Spirit lifted me up and

brought me to the east gate of Yahweh’s
house, which looks eastward. Behold,
twenty-five men were at the door of the
gate; and I saw among them Jaazaniah
the son of Azzur, and Pelatiah the son of
Benaiah, princes of the people.

2 He said to me, “Son of man, these are
themenwhodevise iniquity, andwho give
wicked counsel in this city;

3who say, ‘The time is not near to build
houses. This is the cauldron, and we are
themeat.’

4 Therefore prophesy against them.
Prophesy, son of man.”

5Yahweh’s Spirit fell on me, and he said
to me, “Speak, ‘Yahweh says: “Thus you
have said, house of Israel; for I know the
things that come into yourmind.

6 You have multiplied your slain in this
city, and you have filled its streets with the
slain.”

7 “ ‘Therefore the Lord Yahweh says:
“Your slain whom you have laid in the
middle of it, they are the meat, and this is
the cauldron; but you will be brought out
of themiddle of it.

8 You have feared the sword; and I will
bring the sword on you,” says the Lord
Yahweh.

9 “I will bring you out of the middle
of it, and deliver you into the hands
of strangers, and will execute judgments
among you.

10You will fall by the sword. I will judge
you in the border of Israel. Then you will
know that I am Yahweh.

11Thiswill not be your cauldron, neither
will you be the meat in the middle of it. I
will judge you in the border of Israel.

12 You will know that I am Yahweh,
for you have not walked in my statutes.
You have not executedmy ordinances, but
have done after the ordinances of the na-
tions that are around you.” ’ ”

13When I prophesied, Pelatiah the sonof
Benaiah died. Then I fell down onmy face,
and cried with a loud voice, and said, “Ah
Lord Yahweh! Will you make a full end of
the remnant of Israel?”

14Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
15 “Son ofman, your brothers, even your

brothers, the men of your relatives, and
all the house of Israel, all of them, are the
ones towhomthe inhabitants of Jerusalem
have said, ‘Go far away fromYahweh. This
land has been given to us for a possession.’

16 “Therefore say, ‘The Lord Yahweh
says: “Whereas I have removed them far
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off among the nations, andwhereas I have
scattered them among the countries, yet I
will be to themasanctuary fora littlewhile
in the countries where they have come.” ’

17 “Therefore say, ‘The Lord Yahweh
says: “I will gather you from the peoples,
and assemble you out of the countries
where you have been scattered, and I will
give you the land of Israel.”

18 “ ‘They will come there, and they will
take away all its detestable things and all
its abominations from there.

19 I will give them one heart, and I will
put anewspiritwithin them. Iwill take the
stony heart out of their flesh, and will give
them a heart of flesh,

20 that theymaywalk inmy statutes, and
keep my ordinances, and do them. They
will be my people, and I will be their God.

21 But as for them whose heart walks
after the heart of their detestable things
and their abominations, I will bring their
way on their own heads,’ says the Lord
Yahweh.”

22 Then the cherubim lifted up their
wings, and the wheels were beside them.
The glory of the God of Israel was over
them above.

23Yahweh’s glorywent up from themid-
dle of the city, and stood on the mountain
which is on the east side of the city.

24 The Spirit lifted me up, and brought
me in the vision by the Spirit of God into
Chaldea, to the captives.
So the vision that I had seen went up

fromme.
25 Then I spoke to the captives all the

things that Yahweh had shownme.

12
1Yahweh’swordalso came tome, saying,
2 “Son ofman, you dwell in themiddle of

the rebellious house, who have eyes to see,
and don’t see, who have ears to hear, and
don’t hear; for they are a rebellious house.

3 “Therefore, you son of man, prepare
yourbaggage formoving, andmovebyday
in their sight. You shall move from your
place to another place in their sight. Itmay
be they will consider, though they are a
rebellious house.

4Youshall bringout yourbaggagebyday
in their sight, as baggage for moving. You
shall go out yourself at evening in their
sight, as whenmen go out into exile.

5Dig through the wall in their sight, and
carry your baggage out that way.

6 In their sight you shall bear it on your
shoulder, and carry it out in the dark. You
shall cover your face, so that you don’t see
the land, for I have set you for a sign to the
house of Israel.”

7 I did so as I was commanded. I brought
out my baggage by day, as baggage for
moving, and in the evening I dug through
the wall with my hand. I brought it out
in the dark, and bore it on my shoulder in
their sight.

8 In themorning, Yahweh’swordcame to
me, saying,

9 “Son of man, hasn’t the house of Israel,
the rebellioushouse, said to you, ‘What are
you doing?’

10 “Say to them, ‘The Lord Yahweh
says: “This burden concerns the prince
in Jerusalem, and all the house of Israel
among whom they are.” ’

11 “Say, ‘I am your sign. As I have done,
sowill it be done to them. Theywill go into
exile, into captivity.

12 “ ‘The prince who is among them will
bear his baggage on his shoulder in the
dark, andwill goout. Theywill dig through
the wall to carry things out that way. He
will cover his face, because he will not see
the land with his eyes.

13 I will also spread my net on him,
and he will be taken in my snare. I will
bring him to Babylon to the land of the
Chaldeans; yet hewill not see it, though he
will die there.

14 I will scatter toward every wind all
who are around him to help him, and all
his bands. I will draw out the sword after
them.

15 “ ‘They will know that I am Yahweh
when I disperse them among the nations
and scatter them through the countries.

16But Iwill leavea fewmenof themfrom
the sword, from the famine, and from the
pestilence, that they may declare all their
abominations among the nations where
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they come. Then they will know that I am
Yahweh.’ ”

17Moreover Yahweh’s word came tome,
saying,

18 “Son of man, eat your bread with
quaking, and drink your water with trem-
bling and with fearfulness.

19 Tell the people of the land, ‘The Lord
Yahweh says concerning the inhabitants
of Jerusalem and the land of Israel: “They
will eat their bread with fearfulness and
drink their water in dismay, that her land
may be desolate, and all that is therein,
because of the violence of all those who
dwell therein.

20 The cities that are inhabited will be
laid waste, and the land will be a desola-
tion. Then you will know that I am Yah-
weh.” ’ ”

21Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
22 “Son of man, what is this proverb

that you have in the land of Israel, saying,
‘The days are prolonged, and every vision
fails’?

23Tell them therefore, ‘TheLordYahweh
says: “I will make this proverb to cease,
and they will no more use it as a proverb
in Israel;” ’ but tell them, ‘ “The days are at
hand, and the fulfillment of every vision.

24 For there will be no more any false
vision nor flattering divination within the
house of Israel.

25 For I am Yahweh. I will speak, and
theword that I speakwill be performed. It
will be nomore deferred; for in your days,
rebellious house, Iwill speak theword and
will perform it,” says the Lord Yahweh.’ ”

26Again Yahweh’sword came tome, say-
ing,

27 “Son ofman, behold, they of the house
of Israel say, ‘The vision that he sees is for
many days to come, and he prophesies of
times that are far off.’

28 “Therefore tell them, ‘The Lord Yah-
weh says: “None of my words will be de-
ferred any more, but the word which I
speak will be performed,” says the Lord
Yahweh.’ ”

13
1Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,

2 “Son of man, prophesy against the
prophets of Israel who prophesy, and say
to those who prophesy out of their own
heart, ‘Hear Yahweh’s word:

3TheLordYahwehsays, “Woeto the fool-
ish prophets, who follow their own spirit,
and have seen nothing!

4 Israel, your prophets have been like
foxes in the waste places.

5 You have not gone up into the gaps or
built up the wall for the house of Israel, to
stand in the battle in Yahweh’s day.

6 They have seen falsehood and lying
divination, who say, ‘Yahweh says;’ but
Yahweh has not sent them. They have
mademen to hope that the wordwould be
confirmed.

7 Haven’t you seen a false vision, and
haven’t you spoken a lying divination, in
that you say, ‘Yahweh says;’ but I have not
spoken?”

8 “ ‘Therefore the Lord Yahweh says:
“Because you have spoken falsehood and
seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against
you,” says the Lord Yahweh.

9 “My hand will be against the prophets
who see false visions and who utter lying
divinations. Theywill not be in the council
of my people, neither will they be written
in thewritingof thehouseof Israel, neither
will they enter into the land of Israel. Then
youwill know that I am the Lord Yahweh.”

10 “ ‘Because, even because they have
seduced my people, saying, “Peace;” and
there is no peace. When one builds up
a wall, behold, they plaster it with white-
wash.

11 Tell those who plaster it with white-
wash that itwill fall. Therewill be an over-
flowing shower; and you, great hailstones,
will fall. A stormywind will tear it.

12 Behold, when the wall has fallen,
won’t it be said to you, “Where is the plas-
ter with which you have plastered it?”

13 “ ‘Therefore the Lord Yahweh says: “I
will even tear it with a stormy wind in
my wrath. There will be an overflowing
shower in my anger, and great hailstones
in wrath to consume it.

14 So I will break down the wall that
you have plastered with whitewash, and
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bring it down to the ground, so that its
foundation will be uncovered. It will fall,
and youwill be consumed in themiddle of
it. Then youwill know that I am Yahweh.

15 Thus I will accomplish my wrath on
the wall, and on those who have plastered
it with whitewash. I will tell you, ‘Thewall
is nomore, nor those who plastered it—

16 to wit, the prophets of Israel who
prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and who
see visions of peace for her, and there is no
peace,’ ” says the Lord Yahweh.’ ”

17 You, son of man, set your face against
the daughters of your people, who proph-
esy out of their own heart; and prophesy
against them,

18and say, “The Lord Yahweh says: ‘Woe
to the women who sew magic bands on
all elbows and make veils for the head of
personsof every stature tohunt souls! Will
you hunt the souls of my people and save
souls alive for yourselves?

19You have profanedme amongmypeo-
ple for handfuls of barley and for pieces of
bread, to kill the souls who should not die
and to save the souls alive who should not
live, by your lying to my people who listen
to lies.’

20 “Therefore the Lord Yahweh says: ‘Be-
hold, I am against your magic bands, with
which you hunt the souls tomake themfly,
and I will tear them from your arms. I will
let the souls fly free, even the souls whom
you ensnare like birds.

21 I will also tear your veils and deliver
my people out of your hand; and they will
no longer be in your hand to be ensnared.
Then youwill know that I am Yahweh.

22Becausewith lies youhave grieved the
heart of the righteous, whom I have not
made sad; and strengthened the hands of
thewicked, that he should not return from
his wicked way, and be saved alive.

23 Therefore you shall no more see false
visions nor practice divination. I will de-
livermypeopleoutofyourhand. Thenyou
will know that I am Yahweh.’ ”

14
1 Then some of the elders of Israel came

tome and sat before me.
2Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,

3 “Son of man, these men have taken
their idols into their heart, and put the
stumbling block of their iniquity before
their face. Should I be inquired of at all by
them?

4Therefore speak to them and tell them,
‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Every man of the
house of Israel who takes his idols into his
heart and puts the stumbling block of his
iniquity before his face then comes to the
prophet, I Yahweh will answer him there
according to themultitude of his idols,

5 that I may take the house of Israel in
their own heart, because they are all es-
tranged fromme through their idols.” ’

6 “Therefore tell the house of Israel, ‘The
LordYahwehsays: “Return, and turnyour-
selves from your idols! Turn away your
faces from all your abominations.

7 “ ‘ “For everyone of the house of Israel,
or of the strangers who live in Israel, who
separates himself from me and takes his
idols into his heart, and puts the stumbling
block of his iniquity before his face, and
comes to theprophet to inquire forhimself
ofme, IYahwehwill answerhimbymyself.

8 I will set my face against that man and
will make him an astonishment, for a sign
and a proverb, and I will cut him off from
among my people. Then you will know
that I am Yahweh.

9 “ ‘ “If the prophet is deceived and
speaks a word, I, Yahweh, have deceived
that prophet, and I will stretch out my
hand on him, and will destroy him from
amongmy people Israel.

10 They will bear their iniquity. The
iniquity of the prophet will be even as the
iniquity of himwho seeks him,

11 that the house of Israel may no more
go astray from me, neither defile them-
selves any more with all their transgres-
sions; but that they may be my people,
and I may be their God,” says the Lord
Yahweh.’ ”

12Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
13 “Son of man, when a land sins against

me by committing a trespass, and I stretch
out my hand on it, and break the staff of
its bread and send famine on it, and cut off
from it man and animal—
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14 though these threemen, Noah, Daniel,
and Job,were in it, theywould deliver only
their own souls by their righteousness,”
says the Lord Yahweh.

15 “If I cause evil animals to pass through
the land, and they ravage it and it is made
desolate, so that nomanmay pass through
because of the animals—

16 though these three men were in it,
as I live,” says the Lord Yahweh, “they
would deliver neither sons nor daughters.
They onlywould be delivered, but the land
would be desolate.

17 “Or if I bring a sword on that land, and
say, ‘Sword, go through the land, so that I
cut off from it man and animal’—

18 though these three men were in it, as
I live,” says the Lord Yahweh, “they would
deliver neither sons nor daughters, but
they only would be delivered themselves.

19 “Or if I send apestilence into that land,
andpouroutmywrathon it inblood, to cut
off from it man and animal—

20 though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in
it, as I live,” says the Lord Yahweh, “they
would deliver neither son nor daughter;
theywould deliver only their own souls by
their righteousness.”

21 For the Lord Yahweh says: “How
much more when I send my four severe
judgments on Jerusalem—the sword, the
famine, the evil animals, and the pesti-
lence—to cut off from it man and animal!

22 Yet, behold, there will be left a rem-
nant in it thatwill be carried out, both sons
and daughters. Behold, they will come
out to you, and you will see their way and
their doings. Then you will be comforted
concerning the evil that I have brought on
Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have
brought on it.

23 They will comfort you, when you see
their way and their doings; then you will
know that I have not done all that I have
done in it without cause,” says the Lord
Yahweh.

15
1Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son ofman, what is the vine treemore

than any tree, the vine branch which is
among the trees of the forest?

3Will wood be taken of it to make any-
thing? Willmen take a pin of it to hang any
vessel on it?

4 Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel;
thefirehasdevouredboth its ends, and the
middle of it is burned. Is it profitable for
any work?

5 Behold, when it was whole, it was
suitable for no work. How much less,
when the fire has devoured it, and it has
been burned, will it yet be suitable for any
work?”

6 Therefore the Lord Yahweh says: “As
the vine wood among the trees of the for-
est, which I have given to the fire for fuel,
so I will give the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

7 I will set my face against them. They
will go out from the fire, but the fire will
still devour them. Then youwill know that
I am Yahweh, when I set my face against
them.

8 I will make the land desolate, because
they have acted unfaithfully,” says the
Lord Yahweh.

16
1Again Yahweh’s word came to me, say-

ing,
2 “Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know

her abominations;
3 and say, ‘The Lord Yahweh says to

Jerusalem: “Your origin and your birth is
of the land of the Canaanite. An Amorite
was your father, and your mother was a
Hittite.

4 As for your birth, in the day you were
born your navel was not cut. You weren’t
washed in water to cleanse you. You
weren’t salted at all, nor wrapped in blan-
kets at all.

5 No eye pitied you, to do any of these
things to you, to have compassion on you;
but you were cast out in the open field,
because youwere abhorred in the day that
you were born.

6 “ ‘ “When I passed by you, and saw you
wallowing in your blood, I said to you,
‘Though you are in your blood, live!’ Yes, I
said to you, ‘Though you are in your blood,
live!’

7 I caused you to multiply as that which
grows in the field, and you increased and
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grew great, and you attained to excellent
beauty. Your breasts were formed, and
your hair grew; yet you were naked and
bare.

8 “ ‘ “Now when I passed by you, and
looked at you, behold, your time was the
timeof love; and I spreadmygarment over
you and covered your nakedness. Yes, I
pledged myself to you and entered into a
covenantwithyou,” says theLordYahweh,
“and you becamemine.

9 “ ‘ “Then I washed you with water.
Yes, I thoroughly washed away your blood
from you, and I anointed you with oil.

10 I clothed you also with embroidered
work and put leather sandals on you. I
dressed you with fine linen and covered
you with silk.

11 I decked you with ornaments, put
bracelets on your hands, and put a chain
on your neck.

12 I put a ring on your nose, earrings in
your ears, and a beautiful crown on your
head.

13 Thus you were decked with gold and
silver. Your clothing was of fine linen,
silk, and embroidered work. You ate fine
flour, honey, and oil. You were exceed-
ingly beautiful, andyouprospered to royal
estate.

14 Your renown went out among the na-
tions for your beauty; for it was perfect,
through my majesty which I had put on
you,” says the Lord Yahweh.

15 “ ‘ “But you trusted in your beauty,
and played the prostitute because of your
renown, and poured out your prostitution
on everyone who passed by. It was his.

16 You took some of your garments, and
made for yourselves high places decked
with various colors, and played the pros-
titute on them. This shouldn’t happen,
neither shall it be.

17 You also took your beautiful jewels of
mygold andofmy silver,which I had given
you, andmade for yourself images ofmen,
and played the prostitute with them.

18You took your embroidered garments,
covered them, and set my oil and my in-
cense before them.

19My bread also which I gave you, fine
flour, oil, and honey, with which I fed you,
you even set it before them for a pleasant
aroma; and so it was,” says the Lord Yah-
weh.

20 “ ‘ “Moreover you have taken your
sons and your daughters, whom you have
borne tome, and you have sacrificed these
to them to be devoured. Was your prosti-
tution a small matter,

21 that you have slain my children and
delivered themup, in causing them to pass
through the fire to them?

22 In all your abominations and your
prostitutionyouhavenot remembered the
days of your youth, when you were naked
and bare, and were wallowing in your
blood.

23 “ ‘ “It has happened after all your
wickedness—woe, woe to you!” says the
Lord Yahweh—

24 “that you have built for yourselves a
vaulted place, and have made yourselves
a lofty place in every street.

25 You have built your lofty place at the
head of every way, and have made your
beauty an abomination, and have opened
your feet to everyone who passed by, and
multiplied your prostitution.

26 You have also committed sexual im-
morality with the Egyptians, your neigh-
bors, great of flesh; and have multiplied
your prostitution, to provokeme to anger.

27 See therefore, I have stretched out my
hand over you, and have diminished your
portion, and delivered you to the will of
those who hate you, the daughters of the
Philistines, who are ashamed of your lewd
way.

28 You have played the prostitute also
with theAssyrians, because youwere insa-
tiable; yes, you have played the prostitute
with them, and yet you weren’t satisfied.

29 You have moreover multiplied your
prostitution to the land of merchants, to
Chaldea; andyet youweren’t satisfiedwith
this.

30 “ ‘ “How weak is your heart,” says
the Lord Yahweh, “since you do all these
things, theworkofan impudentprostitute;
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31 in that you build your vaulted place at
theheadof everyway, andmakeyour lofty
place in every street, and have not been as
a prostitute, in that you scorn pay.

32 “ ‘ “Adulterous wife, who takes
strangers instead of her husband!

33 People give gifts to all prostitutes; but
you give your gifts to all your lovers, and
bribe them, that they may come to you on
every side for your prostitution.

34 You are different from other women
in your prostitution, in that no one follows
you to play the prostitute; and whereas
you give hire, and no hire is given to you,
therefore you are different.” ’

35 “Therefore, prostitute, hear Yahweh’s
word:

36 ‘The Lord Yahweh says, “Because your
filthinesswas poured out, and yournaked-
ness uncovered through your prostitution
with your lovers; and because of all the
idols of your abominations, and for the
blood of your children, that you gave to
them;

37 therefore see, I will gather all your
lovers, with whom you have taken plea-
sure, and all those whom you have loved,
with all those whom you have hated. I
will evengather themagainst youonevery
side, and will uncover your nakedness to
them, that they may see all your naked-
ness.

38 I will judge you as women who break
wedlock and shed blood are judged; and I
will bring on you the blood of wrath and
jealousy.

39 I will also give you into their hand,
and they will throw down your vaulted
place, and break down your lofty places.
Theywill strip youof your clothes and take
your beautiful jewels. They will leave you
naked and bare.

40 They will also bring up a company
against you, and they will stone you with
stones, and thrust you through with their
swords.

41 They will burn your houses with fire,
and execute judgments on you in the sight
of many women. I will cause you to cease
from playing the prostitute, and you will
also give no hire anymore.

42 So I will cause my wrath toward you
to rest, and my jealousy will depart from
you. I will be quiet, and will not be angry
anymore.

43 “ ‘ “Because you have not remem-
bered the days of your youth, but have
raged against me in all these things; there-
fore, behold, I also will bring your way on
your head,” says the Lord Yahweh: “and
youshall not commit this lewdnesswithall
your abominations.

44 “ ‘ “Behold, everyone who uses
proverbs will use this proverb against
you, saying, ‘As is the mother, so is her
daughter.’

45 You are the daughter of your mother,
who loathes her husband and her chil-
dren; and you are the sister of your sisters,
who loathed their husbands and their chil-
dren. Your mother was a Hittite, and your
father an Amorite.

46 Your elder sister is Samaria, who
dwells at your left hand, she and her
daughters; and your younger sister, who
dwells at your right hand, is Sodom with
her daughters.

47Yet you have notwalked in their ways,
nordone their abominations; but soonyou
were more corrupt than they in all your
ways.

48 As I live,” says the Lord Yahweh,
“Sodom your sister has not done, she nor
her daughters, as you have done, you and
your daughters.

49 “ ‘ “Behold, this was the iniquity of
your sister Sodom: pride, fullness of
bread, and prosperous ease was in her
and in her daughters. She also didn’t
strengthen thehandof thepoor andneedy.

50 They were arrogant and committed
abomination before me. Therefore I took
them awaywhen I saw it.

51Samaria hasn’t committedhalf of your
sins; but you have multiplied your abom-
inations more than they, and have justi-
fied your sisters by all your abominations
which you have done.

52 You also bear your own shame your-
self, in that you have given judgment for
your sisters; through your sins that you
have committed more abominable than
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they, they are more righteous than you.
Yes, be also confounded, and bear your
shame, in that you have justified your sis-
ters.

53 “ ‘ “I will reverse their captivity, the
captivity of Sodomand her daughters, and
the captivity of Samaria and her daugh-
ters, and the captivity of your captives
among them;

54 that you may bear your own shame,
and may be ashamed because of all that
you have done, in that you are a comfort
to them.

55 Your sisters, Sodom and her daugh-
ters, will return to their former estate;
andSamariaandherdaughterswill return
to their former estate; and you and your
daughters will return to your former es-
tate.

56 For your sister Sodom was not men-
tioned by your mouth in the day of your
pride,

57 before your wickedness was uncov-
ered, as at the time of the reproach of
the daughters of Syria, and of all who
are around her, the daughters of the
Philistines, who despise you all around.

58 You have borne your lewdness and
your abominations,” says Yahweh.

59 “ ‘For the Lord Yahweh says: “I will
also deal with you as you have done, who
have despised the oath in breaking the
covenant.

60 Nevertheless I will remember my
covenant with you in the days of your
youth, and I will establish an everlasting
covenant with you.

61 Then you will remember your ways
and be ashamed when you receive
your sisters, your elder sisters and your
younger; and I will give them to you for
daughters, but not by your covenant.

62 I will establish my covenant with you.
Then youwill know that I am Yahweh;

63 that you may remember, and be con-
founded, and never open your mouth any
more because of your shame, when I have
forgiven you all that you have done,” says
the Lord Yahweh.’ ”

17
1Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, tell a riddle, and speak a

parable to the house of Israel;
3 and say, ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “A

great eagle with great wings and long
feathers, full of feathers which had vari-
ous colors, came to Lebanon and took the
top of the cedar.

4He cropped off the topmost of its young
twigs, and carried it to a land of traffic. He
planted it in a city of merchants.

5 “ ‘ “He also took some of the seed of
the land and planted it in fruitful soil. He
placed it besidemanywaters. He set it as a
willow tree.

6 It grew and became a spreading vine
of low stature, whose branches turned to-
ward him, and its roots were under him.
So it became a vine, produced branches,
and shot out sprigs.

7 “ ‘ “There was also another great ea-
gle with great wings and many feathers.
Behold, this vine bent its roots toward
him, and shot out its branches towardhim,
fromthegroundwhere itwasplanted, that
hemight water it.

8 It was planted in a good soil by many
waters, that it might produce branches
and that itmight bear fruit, that itmight be
a good vine.” ’

9 “Say, ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Will it
prosper? Won’t he pull up its roots and cut
off its fruit, that it may wither, that all its
fresh springing leavesmaywither? It can’t
be raised from its roots by a strong arm or
many people.

10Yes, behold, being planted, will it pros-
per? Won’t it utterly wither when the
east wind touches it? It will wither in the
groundwhere it grew.” ’ ”

11Moreover Yahweh’s word came tome,
saying,

12 “Say now to the rebellious house,
‘Don’t you knowwhat these things mean?’
Tell them, ‘Behold, the king of Babylon
came to Jerusalem, and took its king, and
its princes, and brought them to him to
Babylon.

† 17:13 or, seed
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13 He took one of the royal offspring,†
and made a covenant with him. He also
brought himunder anoath, and took away
themighty of the land,

14 that the kingdom might be brought
low, that it might not lift itself up, but that
by keeping his covenant it might stand.

15 But he rebelled against him in send-
ing his ambassadors into Egypt, that they
might give him horses and many people.
Will he prosper? Will he who does such
things escape? Will he break the covenant,
and still escape?

16 “ ‘As I live,’ says the Lord Yahweh,
‘surely in the place where the king dwells
who made him king, whose oath he de-
spised, and whose covenant he broke,
evenwith him in themiddle of Babylon he
will die.

17 Pharaoh with his mighty army and
great company won’t help him in the war,
when they cast up mounds and build forts
to cut offmany persons.

18For he has despised the oath by break-
ing the covenant; andbehold, hehadgiven
his hand, and yet has done all these things.
He won’t escape.

19“Therefore theLordYahwehsays: ‘As I
live, Iwill surely bring onhis ownheadmy
oath that hehas despised andmycovenant
that he has broken.

20 I will spread my net on him, and he
will be taken in my snare. I will bring him
to Babylon, and will enter into judgment
with him there for his trespass that he has
trespassed against me.

21All his fugitives inall his bandswill fall
by the sword, and those who remain will
be scattered toward everywind. Then you
will know that I, Yahweh, have spoken it.’

22 “The Lord Yahweh says: ‘I will also
take some of the lofty top of the cedar, and
will plant it. I will crop off from the top-
most of its young twigs a tender one, and
Iwill plant it on a high and loftymountain.

23 I will plant it in the mountain of
the height of Israel; and it will produce
boughs, and bear fruit, and be a good
cedar. Birds of every kind will dwell in the
shade of its branches.

24All the trees of the field will know that
I, Yahweh, have brought down the high
tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried
up the green tree, and have made the dry
tree flourish.

“ ‘I, Yahweh, have spoken andhave done
it.’ ”

18
1 Yahweh’s word came to me again, say-

ing,
2 “What do you mean, that you use this

proverb concerning the land of Israel, say-
ing,
‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes,

and the children’s teeth are set on
edge’?

3 “As I live,” says the Lord Yahweh, “you
shall not use this proverb any more in
Israel.

4 Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul
of the father, so also the soul of the son is
mine. The soul who sins, he shall die.
5 “But if a man is just,

and does that which is lawful and
right,

6and has not eaten on themountains,
hasn’t lifted up his eyes to the idols of
the house of Israel,

hasn’t defiled his neighbor’s wife,
hasn’t come near a woman in her im-
purity,

7and has not wronged any,
but has restored to the debtor his
pledge,

has taken nothing by robbery,
has given his bread to the hungry,
and has covered the naked with a gar-
ment;

8he who hasn’t lent to themwith interest,
hasn’t taken any increase from them,

who has withdrawn his hand from iniq-
uity,

has executed true justice between
man andman,

9has walked inmy statutes,
and has kept my ordinances,
to deal truly;

he is just,
he shall surely live,” says theLordYah-
weh.
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10 “If he fathers a son who is a robber
who sheds blood, andwho does any one of
these things,

11orwho does not do any of those things
but has eaten at themountain shrines

and defiled his neighbor’s wife,
12has wronged the poor and needy,

has taken by robbery,
has not restored the pledge,

and has lifted up his eyes to the idols,
has committed abomination,

13has lent with interest,
and has taken increase from the poor,

shall he then live? He shall not live. He
has done all these abominations. He shall
surely die. His blood will be on him.

14 “Now, behold, if he fathers a son who
sees all his father’s sinswhich he has done,
and fears, and doesn’t do likewise,
15who hasn’t eaten on themountains,

hasn’t lifted up his eyes to the idols of
the house of Israel,

hasn’t defiled his neighbor’s wife,
16hasn’t wronged any,

hasn’t taken anything to pledge,
hasn’t taken by robbery,

but has given his bread to the hungry,
and has covered the naked with a gar-
ment;

17 who has withdrawn his hand from the
poor,

who hasn’t received interest or in-
crease,

has executedmy ordinances,
has walked inmy statutes;

he shall not die for the iniquity of his fa-
ther. He shall surely live.
18 As for his father, because he cruelly
oppressed, robbed his brother, and did
that which is not good among his people,
behold, he will die in his iniquity.

19 “Yet you say, ‘Whydoesn’t the son bear
the iniquity of the father?’ When the son
has done that which is lawful and right,
and has kept all my statutes, and has done
them, he will surely live.

20 The soul who sins, he shall die. The
son shall not bear the iniquity of the father,
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of
the son. The righteousnessof the righteous
shall be on him, and the wickedness of the
wicked shall be on him.

21 “But if the wicked turns from all his
sins that he has committed, and keeps all
my statutes, and does that which is lawful
and right, he shall surely live. He shall not
die.

22None of his transgressions that he has
committed will be remembered against
him. In his righteousness that he has done,
he shall live.

23Have I any pleasure in the death of the
wicked?” says the Lord Yahweh, “and not
rather that he should return from his way,
and live?

24 “But when the righteous turns away
from his righteousness, and commits iniq-
uity, and does according to all the abomi-
nations that the wicked man does, should
he live? None of his righteous deeds that
he has done will be remembered. In his
trespass that he has trespassed, and in his
sin that he has sinned, in themhe shall die.

25“Yet you say, ‘Thewayof theLord isnot
equal.’ Hear now, house of Israel: Is my
waynot equal? Aren’t yourways unequal?

26 When the righteous man turns away
from his righteousness, and commits in-
iquity, and dies in it, then he dies in his
iniquity that he has done.

27 Again, when the wicked man turns
away fromhiswickedness thathehascom-
mitted, and does that which is lawful and
right, he will save his soul alive.

28Because he considers, and turns away
from all his transgressions that he has
committed, he shall surely live. He shall
not die.

29Yet thehouseof Israel says, ‘Thewayof
the Lord is not fair.’ House of Israel, aren’t
myways fair? Aren’t your ways unfair?

30 “Therefore I will judge you, house of
Israel, everyone according to his ways,”
says the Lord Yahweh. “Return, and turn
yourselves fromall your transgressions, so
iniquity will not be your ruin.

31 Cast away from you all your trans-
gressions in which you have transgressed;
and make yourself a new heart and a new
spirit. For why will you die, house of
Israel?

32 For I have no pleasure in the death
of him who dies,” says the Lord Yahweh.
“Therefore turn yourselves, and live!
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19
1 “Moreover, take up a lamentation for

the princes of Israel,
2and say,

‘What was yourmother?
A lioness.

She couched among lions,
in the middle of the young lions she
nourished her cubs.

3 She brought up one of her cubs.
He became a young lion.

He learned to catch the prey.
He devouredmen.

4The nations also heard of him.
He was taken in their pit;
and they brought him with hooks to
the land of Egypt.

5“ ‘Nowwhen she saw that shehadwaited,
and her hope was lost,

then she took another of her cubs,
andmade him a young lion.

6Hewent up and down among the lions.
He became a young lion.

He learned to catch the prey.
He devouredmen.

7He knew their palaces,
and laid waste their cities.

The land was desolate with its fullness,
because of the noise of his roaring.

8 Then the nations attacked him on every
side from the provinces.

They spread their net over him.
He was taken in their pit.

9They put him in a cage with hooks,
and brought him to the king of Baby-
lon.

They brought him into strongholds,
so that his voice should no more be
heard on themountains of Israel.

10 “ ‘Your mother was like a vine in your
blood, planted by the waters.

It was fruitful and full of branches by
reason of manywaters.

11 It had strongbranches for the scepters of
those who ruled.

Their stature was exalted among the
thick boughs.

They were seen in their height
with themultitude of their branches.

12But it was plucked up in fury.
It was cast down to the ground,

and the east wind dried up its fruit.
Its strong branches were broken off
andwithered.

The fire consumed them.
13Now it is planted in the wilderness,

in a dry and thirsty land.
14Fire has gone out of its branches.

It has devoured its fruit,
so that there is in it no strong branch
to be a scepter to rule.’

This is a lamentation, and shall be for a
lamentation.”

20
1 In the seventh year, in the fifth month,

the tenth day of the month, some of the
elders of Israel came to inquire of Yahweh,
and sat before me.

2Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
3 “Son of man, speak to the elders of

Israel, and tell them, ‘The Lord Yahweh
says: “Is it to inquire of me that you have
come? As I live,” says the Lord Yahweh, “I
will not be inquired of by you.” ’

4 “Will you judge them, son ofman? Will
you judge them? Cause them to know the
abominations of their fathers.

5 Tell them, ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “In
the day when I chose Israel, and swore to
the offspring of the house of Jacob, and
mademyself known to them in the land of
Egypt, when I swore to them, saying, ‘I am
Yahweh your God;’

6 in that day I swore to them to bring
them out of the land of Egypt into a land
that I had searched out for them, flowing
with milk and honey, which is the glory of
all lands.

7 I said to them, ‘Each of you throw away
the abominations of his eyes. Don’t defile
yourselves with the idols of Egypt. I am
Yahweh your God.’

8 “ ‘ “But they rebelled against me and
wouldn’t listen tome. Theydidn’t all throw
away the abominations of their eyes. They
also didn’t forsake the idols of Egypt. Then
I said I would pour out my wrath on them,
to accomplish my anger against them in
themiddle of the land of Egypt.

9 But I worked for my name’s sake, that
it should not be profaned in the sight of
the nations among which they were, in
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whose sight I made myself known to them
in bringing them out of the land of Egypt.

10 So I caused them to go out of the land
of Egypt and brought them into thewilder-
ness.

11 I gave them my statutes and showed
themmy ordinances, which if a man does,
he will live in them.

12 Moreover also I gave them my Sab-
baths, to be a sign between me and them,
that they might know that I am Yahweh
who sanctifies them.

13 “ ‘ “But the house of Israel rebelled
against me in the wilderness. They didn’t
walk in my statutes and they rejected my
ordinances, which if a man keeps, he shall
live in them. They greatly profaned my
Sabbaths. Then I said I would pour out
my wrath on them in the wilderness, to
consume them.

14But I worked for my name’s sake, that
it should not be profaned in the sight of the
nations, inwhose sight I brought themout.

15Moreover also I swore to them in the
wilderness that I would not bring them
into the landwhich I had given them, flow-
ingwithmilk andhoney,which is the glory
of all lands,

16 because they rejected my ordinances,
and didn’t walk in my statutes, and pro-
faned my Sabbaths; for their heart went
after their idols.

17Neverthelessmyeye spared them, and
I didn’t destroy them. I didn’t make a full
end of them in the wilderness.

18 I said to their children in the wilder-
ness, ‘Don’t walk in the statutes of your
fathers. Don’t observe their ordinances or
defile yourselves with their idols.

19 I am Yahweh your God. Walk in
my statutes, keep my ordinances, and do
them.

20Makemy Sabbaths holy. They shall be
a sign between me and you, that you may
know that I am Yahweh your God.’

21 “ ‘ “But the children rebelled against
me. They didn’t walk in my statutes, and
didn’t keep my ordinances to do them,
which if a man does, he shall live in them.
They profaned my Sabbaths. Then I said
I would pour out my wrath on them, to

accomplish my anger against them in the
wilderness.

22Nevertheless Iwithdrewmyhand and
worked for my name’s sake, that it should
not be profaned in the sight of the nations,
in whose sight I brought them out.

23 Moreover I swore to them in the
wilderness, that I would scatter them
among the nations and disperse them
through the countries,

24 because they had not executed my
ordinances, but had rejected my statutes,
and had profaned my Sabbaths, and their
eyes were after their fathers’ idols.

25 Moreover also I gave them statutes
that were not good, and ordinances in
which they couldn’t live.

26 I polluted them in their own gifts, in
that they caused all that opens the womb
to pass through the fire, that I might make
them desolate, to the end that they might
know that I am Yahweh.” ’

27 “Therefore, son of man, speak to the
house of Israel, and tell them, ‘The Lord
Yahweh says: “Moreover, in this your fa-
thers have blasphemed me, in that they
have committed a trespass against me.

28 For when I had brought them into
the land which I swore to give to them,
then they saw every high hill and every
thick tree, and they offered there their
sacrifices, and there they presented the
provocation of their offering. There they
alsomade their pleasant aroma, and there
they poured out their drink offerings.

29 Then I said to them, ‘What does the
high place where you go mean?’ So its
name is called Bamah† to this day.” ’

30 “Therefore tell the house of Israel,
‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Do you pollute
yourselves in the way of your fathers? Do
you play the prostitute after their abomi-
nations?

31When you offer your gifts, when you
make your sons pass through the fire, do
you pollute yourselves with all your idols
to this day? Should I be inquired of by you,
house of Israel? As I live, says the Lord
Yahweh, I will not be inquired of by you!

† 20:29 “Bamah”means “High Place”.
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32 “ ‘ “That which comes into your mind
will not be at all, in that you say, ‘We will
be as the nations, as the families of the
countries, to serve wood and stone.’

33 As I live,” says the Lord Yahweh,
“surely with a mighty hand, with an out-
stretched arm, andwithwrath poured out,
I will be king over you.

34 I will bring you out from the peoples,
and will gather you out of the countries
in which you are scattered with a mighty
hand, with an outstretched arm, and with
wrath poured out.

35 I will bring you into the wilderness
of the peoples, and there I will enter into
judgment with you face to face.

36 Just as I entered into judgment with
your fathers in the wilderness of the land
of Egypt, so I will enter into judgmentwith
you,” says the Lord Yahweh.

37 “I will cause you to pass under the rod,
and I will bring you into the bond of the
covenant.

38 I will purge out from among you the
rebels and those who disobey me. I will
bring them out of the land where they
live, but they shall not enter into the land
of Israel. Then you will know that I am
Yahweh.”

39 “ ‘As for you, house of Israel, the Lord
Yahweh says: “Go, everyone serve his
idols, and hereafter also, if you will not
listen tome; but you shall nomoreprofane
my holy name with your gifts and with
your idols.

40For inmyholymountain, in themoun-
tain of the height of Israel,” says the Lord
Yahweh, “there all the house of Israel, all
of them, shall serve me in the land. There
I will accept them, and there I will require
your offerings and the first fruits of your
offerings, with all your holy things.

41 I will accept you as a pleasant aroma
when I bring you out from the peoples and
gather you out of the countries in which
you have been scattered. I will be sancti-
fied in you in the sight of the nations.

42Youwill know that I amYahwehwhen
I bring you into the land of Israel, into
the country which I swore to give to your

fathers.
43 There you will remember your ways,

and all your deeds in which you have pol-
luted yourselves. Then you will loathe
yourselves in your own sight for all your
evils that you have committed.

44Youwill know that I amYahweh,when
I have dealt with you for my name’s sake,
not according to your evil ways, nor ac-
cording to your corrupt doings, you house
of Israel,” says the Lord Yahweh.’ ”

45Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
46 “Son of man, set your face toward the

south, and preach toward the south, and
prophesy against the forest of the field in
the south.

47 Tell the forest of the south, ‘Hear Yah-
weh’s word: The Lord Yahweh says, “Be-
hold, I will kindle a fire in you, and it will
devour every green tree in you, and every
dry tree. The burning flame will not be
quenched, and all faces from the south to
the north will be burned by it.

48 All flesh will see that I, Yahweh, have
kindled it. It will not be quenched.” ’ ”

49 Then I said, “Ah Lord Yahweh! They
say ofme, ‘Isn’t he a speaker of parables?’ ”

21
1Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, set your face toward

Jerusalem, and preach toward the sanc-
tuaries, and prophesy against the land of
Israel.

3 Tell the land of Israel, ‘Yahweh says:
“Behold, I am against you, and will draw
my sword out of its sheath, and will cut off
from you the righteous and the wicked.

4 Seeing then that I will cut off from you
the righteous and the wicked, therefore
my sword will go out of its sheath against
all flesh from the south to the north.

5All fleshwill know that I, Yahweh, have
drawn my sword out of its sheath. It will
not return anymore.” ’

6 “Therefore sigh, you son of man. You
shall sigh before their eyes with a broken
heart† andwith bitterness.

7 It shall be, when they ask you, ‘Why do
you sigh?’ that you shall say, ‘Because of

† 21:6 literally, the breaking of your thighs
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the news, for it comes! Every heart will
melt, all hands will be feeble, every spirit
will faint, and all knees will be weak as
water. Behold, it comes, and it shall be
done, says the Lord Yahweh.’ ”

8Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
9 “Son of man, prophesy, and say, ‘Yah-

weh says:
“A sword! A sword!

It is sharpened,
and also polished.

10 It is sharpened that it may make a
slaughter.

It is polished that it may be as light-
ning.

Should we thenmakemirth?
The rod of my son condemns every
tree.

11 It is given to be polished,
that it may be handled.

The sword is sharpened.
Yes, it is polished
to give it into the hand of the killer.” ’

12Cry andwail, son of man;
for it is onmy people.
It is on all the princes of Israel.

They are delivered over to the sword with
my people.

Therefore beat your thigh.

13 “For there is a trial. What if even the
rod that condemns will be no more?” says
the Lord Yahweh.
14 “You therefore, son of man, prophesy,

and strike your hands together.
Let the sword be doubled the third time,

the sword of the fatally wounded.
It is the sword of the great one who is

fatally wounded,
which enters into their rooms.

15 I have set the threatening sword against
all their gates,

that their heart maymelt,
and their stumblings bemultiplied.

Ah! It is made as lightning.
It is pointed for slaughter.

16Gather yourselves together.
Go to the right.

Set yourselves in array.
Go to the left,

wherever your face is set.
17 I will also strike my hands together,

and I will cause mywrath to rest.
I, Yahweh, have spoken it.”

18Yahweh’s word came tome again, say-
ing,

19 “Also, you son of man, appoint two
ways, that the swordof the king of Babylon
may come. They both will come out of one
land, and mark out a place. Mark it out at
the head of the way to the city.

20You shall appoint a way for the sword
to come to Rabbah of the children of Am-
mon, and to Judah in Jerusalem the forti-
fied.

21 For the king of Babylon stood at the
parting of the way, at the head of the two
ways, to use divination. He shook the
arrows back and forth. He consulted the
teraphim.‡ He looked in the liver.

22 In his right hand was the lot for
Jerusalem, to set battering rams, to open
the mouth in the slaughter, to lift up the
voice with shouting, to set battering rams
against the gates, to cast up mounds, and
to build forts.

23 It will be to them as a false divination
in their sight, who have sworn oaths to
them; but he brings iniquity to memory,
that theymay be taken.

24 “Therefore the Lord Yahweh says: ‘Be-
cause you have caused your iniquity to be
remembered, in that your transgressions
are uncovered, so that in all your doings
your sins appear; because you have come
to memory, you will be taken with the
hand.

25 “ ‘You, deadly wounded wicked one,
the prince of Israel, whose day has come,
in the time of the iniquity of the end,

26 the Lord Yahweh says: “Remove the
turban, and take off the crown. This will
not be as it was. Exalt that which is low,
and humble that which is high.

27 I will overturn, overturn, overturn it.
This also will be no more, until he comes
whose right it is; and I will give it.” ’

28 “You, son of man, prophesy and say,
‘The Lord Yahweh says this concerning the

‡ 21:21 teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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children of Ammon, and concerning their
reproach:
“A sword! A sword is drawn!

It is polished for the slaughter,
to cause it to devour,

that it may be as lightning;
29while they see for you false visions,

while they divine lies to you,
to lay you on the necks of the wicked who

are deadly wounded,
whose day has come in the time of the
iniquity of the end.

30Cause it to return into its sheath.
In the place where you were created,
in the land of your birth, I will judge
you.

31 I will pour out my indignation on you.
I will blow on you with the fire of my
wrath.

I will deliver you into the hand of brutish
men,

skillful to destroy.
32Youwill be for fuel to the fire.

Your bloodwill be in themiddle of the
land.

You will be remembered nomore;
for I, Yahweh, have spoken it.” ’ ”

22
1Moreover Yahweh’s word came to me,

saying,
2 “You, son of man, will you judge? Will

you judge the bloody city? Then cause her
to know all her abominations.

3 You shall say, ‘The Lord Yahweh says:
“Acity that shedsbloodwithinherself, that
her time may come, and that makes idols
against herself to defile her!

4 You have become guilty in your blood
that you have shed, and are defiled in your
idols which you have made! You have
caused your days to draw near, and have
come to the end of your years. Therefore I
have made you a reproach to the nations,
and amocking to all the countries.

5Those who are near and those who are
far from you will mock you, you infamous
one, full of tumult.

6 “ ‘ “Behold, the princes of Israel, every-
one according to his power, have been in
you to shed blood.

7 In you have they treated father and
mother with contempt.† Among you they
have oppressed the foreigner. In you
they have wronged the fatherless and the
widow.

8You have despised my holy things, and
have profanedmy Sabbaths.

9 Slanderous men have been in you to
shed blood. In you they have eaten on the
mountains. They have committed lewd-
ness among you.

10 In you have they uncovered their fa-
thers’ nakedness. In you have they hum-
bled herwhowas unclean in her impurity.

11 One has committed abomination
with his neighbor’s wife, and another
has lewdly defiled his daughter-in-law.
Another in you has humbled his sister, his
father’s daughter.

12 In you have they taken bribes to shed
blood. You have taken interest and in-
crease, and you have greedily gained of
your neighbors by oppression, and have
forgottenme,” says the Lord Yahweh.

13 “ ‘ “Behold, therefore I have struckmy
hand at your dishonest gain which you
have made, and at the blood which has
been shed within you.

14 Can your heart endure, or can your
hands be strong, in the days that I will deal
with you? I, Yahweh, have spoken it, and
will do it.

15 I will scatter you among the nations,
and disperse you through the countries. I
will purge your filthiness out of you.

16Youwill be profaned in yourself in the
sight of the nations. Then you will know
that I am Yahweh.” ’ ”

17Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
18“Sonofman, thehouseof Israelhasbe-

come dross to me. All of them are bronze,
tin, iron, and lead in the middle of the
furnace. They are the dross of silver.

19 Therefore the Lord Yahweh says: ‘Be-
cause you have all become dross, there-
fore, behold, I will gather you into the
middle of Jerusalem.

20 As they gather silver, bronze, iron,
lead, and tin into themiddleof the furnace,
to blow the fire on it, to melt it, so I will

† 22:7 Literally,made light of father andmother.



Ezekiel 22:21 837 Ezekiel 23:15

gather you in my anger and in my wrath,
and I will lay you there andmelt you.

21Yes, I will gather you, and blow on you
with the fire of my wrath, and you will be
melted in themiddle of it.

22As silver is melted in themiddle of the
furnace, so you will be melted in the mid-
dle of it; and youwill know that I, Yahweh,
have poured out mywrath on you.’ ”

23Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
24 “Son of man, tell her, ‘You are a land

that is not cleansed nor rained on in the
day of indignation.’

25 There is a conspiracy of her prophets
within it, like a roaring lion ravening the
prey. Theyhave devoured souls. They take
treasure and precious things. They have
mademanywidows within it.

26Her priests have done violence to my
law and have profaned my holy things.
They have made no distinction between
the holy and the common, neither have
they caused men to discern between the
unclean and the clean, and have hidden
their eyes from my Sabbaths. So I am
profaned among them.

27 Her princes within it are like wolves
ravening the prey, to shed blood and to
destroy souls, that they may get dishonest
gain.

28Her prophets have plastered for them
with whitewash, seeing false visions, and
divining lies to them, saying, ‘The Lord
Yahweh says,’ when Yahweh has not spo-
ken.

29 The people of the land have used op-
pression and exercised robbery. Yes, they
have troubled the poor and needy, and
have oppressed the foreigner wrongfully.

30 “I sought for a man among them who
would build up the wall and stand in the
gapbeforeme for the land, that Iwouldnot
destroy it; but I found no one.

31Therefore I have poured outmy indig-
nation on them. I have consumed them
with the fire of my wrath. I have brought
their own way on their heads,” says the
Lord Yahweh.

23
1 Yahweh’s word came again to me, say-

ing,

2 “Son of man, there were two women,
the daughters of onemother.

3 They played the prostitute in Egypt.
They played the prostitute in their youth.
Their breasts were fondled there, and
their youthful nipples were caressed
there.

4 Their names were Oholah the elder,
and Oholibah her sister. They became
mine, and they bore sons and daughters.
As for their names, Samaria is Oholah, and
Jerusalem Oholibah.

5“Oholahplayed theprostitutewhenshe
was mine. She doted on her lovers, on the
Assyrians her neighbors,

6 who were clothed with blue—
governors and rulers, all of themdesirable
youngmen, horsemen riding on horses.

7She gaveherself as a prostitute to them,
all of themthechoicestmenofAssyria. She
defiled herself with the idols of whomever
she lusted after.

8 She hasn’t left her prostitution since
leaving Egypt; for in her youth they lay
with her. They caressed her youthful nip-
ples and they poured out their prostitution
on her.

9 “Therefore I delivered her into the
hand of her lovers, into the hand of the
Assyrians on whom she doted.

10These uncoveredher nakedness. They
took her sons and her daughters, and they
killed her with the sword. She became a
byword among women; for they executed
judgments on her.

11 “Her sister Oholibah saw this, yet she
was more corrupt in her lusting than she,
and in her prostitution which was more
depraved than the prostitution of her sis-
ter.

12 She lusted after the Assyrians, gover-
nors and rulers—her neighbors, clothed
most gorgeously, horsemen riding on
horses, all of them desirable youngmen.

13 I saw that she was defiled. They both
went the sameway.

14 “She increased her prostitution; for
she saw men portrayed on the wall, the
images of the Chaldeans portrayed with
red,

15 dressed with belts on their waists,
with flowing turbans on their heads, all of
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them looking like princes, after the like-
ness of the Babylonians in Chaldea, the
land of their birth.

16 As soon as she saw them, she lusted
after them and sent messengers to them
into Chaldea.

17 The Babylonians came to her into the
bed of love, and they defiled herwith their
prostitution. She was polluted with them,
and her soul was alienated from them.

18So she uncovered her prostitution and
uncovered her nakedness. Then my soul
was alienated from her, just like my soul
was alienated from her sister.

19Yet shemultiplied her prostitution, re-
membering thedaysofheryouth, inwhich
she had played the prostitute in the land of
Egypt.

20 She lusted after their lovers, whose
flesh is as the flesh of donkeys, and whose
issue is like the issue of horses.

21 Thus you called to memory the lewd-
ness of your youth, in the caressing of your
nipples by the Egyptians because of your
youthful breasts.

22 “Therefore, Oholibah, the Lord Yah-
weh says: ‘Behold, I will raise up your
lovers against you, from whom your soul
is alienated, and I will bring them against
you on every side:

23 theBabyloniansandall theChaldeans,
Pekod, Shoa, Koa, and all the Assyrians
with them; all of them desirable young
men, governors and rulers, princes and
men of renown, all of them riding on
horses.

24 They will come against you with
weapons, chariots, and wagons, and with
a company of peoples. They will set them-
selves against you with buckler, shield,
and helmet all around. I will commit the
judgment to them, and they will judge you
according to their judgments.

25 I will set my jealousy against you, and
they will deal with you in fury. They will
take away your nose and your ears. Your
remnant will fall by the sword. They will
take your sons and your daughters; and
the rest of youwill be devoured by the fire.

26Theywill also strip you of your clothes
and take away your beautiful jewels.

27 Thus I will make your lewdness to
cease from you, and remove your pros-
titution from the land of Egypt, so that
you will not lift up your eyes to them, nor
remember Egypt anymore.’

28 “For the Lord Yahweh says: ‘Behold,
I will deliver you into the hand of them
whom you hate, into the hand of them
fromwhom your soul is alienated.

29They will deal with you in hatred, and
will take away all your labor, and will
leave you naked and bare. The nakedness
of your prostitution will be uncovered,
both your lewdness and your prostitution.

30 These things will be done to you be-
cause you have played the prostitute after
the nations, and because you are polluted
with their idols.

31 You have walked in the way of your
sister; therefore I will give her cup into
your hand.’

32 “The Lord Yahweh says:
‘Youwill drink of your sister’s cup,

which is deep and large.
You will be ridiculed and held in derision.

It contains much.
33 You will be filled with drunkenness and

sorrow,
with the cup of astonishment and des-
olation,

with the cup of your sister Samaria.
34Youwill even drink it and drain it out.

You will gnaw the broken pieces of it,
and will tear your breasts;

for I have spoken it,’ says theLordYahweh.
35 “Therefore the Lord Yahweh says: ‘Be-

cause you have forgotten me and cast me
behind your back, therefore you also bear
your lewdness and your prostitution.’ ”

36Yahweh said moreover to me: “Son of
man,will you judgeOholah andOholibah?
Then declare to them their abominations.

37 For they have committed adultery,
and blood is in their hands. They have
committed adultery with their idols. They
have also caused their sons, whom they
bore tome, to pass through thefire to them
to be devoured.

38Moreover this they have done to me:
they have defiled my sanctuary in the
same day, and have profaned my Sab-
baths.
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39Forwhen they had slain their children
to their idols, then they came the same
day into my sanctuary to profane it; and
behold, they have done this in the middle
of my house.

40“Furthermoreyousistershavesent for
men who come from far away, to whom
a messenger was sent, and behold, they
came; for whom you washed yourself,
paintedyour eyes, decoratedyourselfwith
ornaments,

41 and sat on a stately bed, with a table
prepared before it, whereupon you set my
incense andmy oil.

42 “The voice of a multitude being at
ease was with her. With men of the com-
mon sort were brought drunkards from
the wilderness; and they put bracelets on
their hands, and beautiful crowns on their
heads.

43Then I said of herwhowas old in adul-
teries, ‘Now they will play the prostitute
with her, and she with them.’

44 They went in to her, as they go in to a
prostitute. So they went in to Oholah and
to Oholibah, the lewdwomen.

45 Righteous men will judge them with
the judgment of adulteresses and with the
judgment of women who shed blood, be-
cause theyareadulteresses, andblood is in
their hands.

46 “For the Lord Yahweh says: ‘I will
bring up a mob against them, and will
give them to be tossed back and forth and
robbed.

47 The company will stone them with
stones and dispatch them with their
swords. They will kill their sons and their
daughters, and burn up their houses with
fire.

48 “ ‘Thus I will cause lewdness to cease
out of the land, that all women may be
taught not to be lewd like you.

49 They will recompense your lewdness
on you, and you will bear the sins of your
idols. Then you will know that I am the
Lord Yahweh.’ ”

24
1 Again, in the ninth year, in the tenth

month, in the tenth day of the month, Yah-
weh’s word came tome, saying,

2 “Son ofman, write the name of the day,
this same day. The king of Babylon drew
close to Jerusalem this same day.

3Utter a parable to the rebellious house,
and tell them, ‘The Lord Yahweh says,
“Put the cauldron on the fire.

Put it on,
and also pour water into it.

4Gather its pieces into it,
even every good piece:
the thigh and the shoulder.
Fill it with the choice bones.

5Take the choice of the flock,
and also a pile of wood for the bones
under the cauldron.

Make it boil well.
Yes, let its bones be boiled within it.”

6 “ ‘Therefore the Lord Yahweh says:
“Woe to the bloody city,

to the cauldron whose rust is in it,
and whose rust hasn’t gone out of it!

Take out of it piece after piece
without casting lots for it.

7 “ ‘ “For the blood she shed is in themiddle
of her.

She set it on the bare rock.
She didn’t pour it on the ground,

to cover it with dust.
8 That it may cause wrath to come up to

take vengeance,
I have set her blood on the bare rock,
that it should not be covered.”

9 “ ‘Therefore the Lord Yahweh says:
“Woe to the bloody city!

I also will make the pile great.
10Heap on the wood.

Make the fire hot.
Boil the meat well.

Make the broth thick,
and let the bones be burned.

11Then set it empty on its coals,
that it may be hot,

and its bronzemay burn,
and that its filthinessmaybemolten in
it,

that its rust may be consumed.
12 She is weary with toil;

yet her great rust,
rust by fire, doesn’t leave her.

13 “ ‘ “In your filthiness is lewdness. Be-
cause I have cleansed you and youweren’t
cleansed, youwon’t be cleansed fromyour
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filthiness anymore, until I have causedmy
wrath toward you to rest.

14 “ ‘ “I, Yahweh, have spoken it. It will
happen, and I will do it. I won’t go back. I
won’t spare. I won’t repent. According to
your ways and according to your doings,
they will judge you,” says the Lord Yah-
weh.’ ”

15 Also Yahweh’s word came to me, say-
ing,

16 “Son of man, behold, I will take away
from you the desire of your eyes with one
stroke; yet you shall neither mourn nor
weep, neither shall your tears run down.

17 Sigh, but not aloud. Make no mourn-
ing for the dead. Bind your headdress
on you, and put your sandals on your
feet. Don’t cover your lips, and don’t eat
mourner’s bread.”

18So I spoke to thepeople in themorning,
and at eveningmywife died. So I did in the
morning as I was commanded.

19 The people asked me, “Won’t you tell
us what these things mean to us, that you
act like this?”

20 Then I said to them, “Yahweh’s word
came tome, saying,

21 ‘Speak to thehouseof Israel, “TheLord
Yahweh says: ‘Behold, I will profane my
sanctuary, the pride of your power, the de-
sire of your eyes, and that which your soul
pities; and your sons and your daughters
whom you have left behind will fall by the
sword.

22 You will do as I have done. You won’t
cover your lips or eat mourner’s bread.

23 Your turbans will be on your heads,
and your sandals on your feet. You won’t
mourn or weep; but you will pine away
in your iniquities, and moan one toward
another.

24 Thus Ezekiel will be a sign to you;
according to all that he has done, you will
do. When this comes, then you will know
that I am the Lord Yahweh.’ ” ’ ”

25 “You, son ofman, shouldn’t it be in the
day when I take from them their strength,
the joy of their glory, the desire of their
eyes, and that whereupon they set their
heart—their sons and their daughters—

26 that in that day he who escapes will
come to you, to cause you to hear it with
your ears?

27 In that day yourmouthwill be opened
to him who has escaped, and you will
speak and be nomoremute. So youwill be
a sign to them. Then they will know that I
am Yahweh.”

25
1Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, set your face toward the

children of Ammon, and prophesy against
them.

3 Tell the children of Ammon, ‘Hear the
word of the Lord Yahweh! The Lord Yah-
weh says, “Because you said, ‘Aha!’ against
my sanctuary when it was profaned, and
against the landof Israelwhen itwasmade
desolate, and against the house of Judah
when they went into captivity,

4 therefore, behold, I will deliver you to
the children of the east for a possession.
They will set their encampments in you
and make their dwellings in you. They
will eat your fruit and theywill drink your
milk.

5 I will make Rabbah a stable for camels
and the children of Ammon a resting place
for flocks. Then you will know that I am
Yahweh.”

6 For the Lord Yahweh says: “Because
you have clapped your hands, stamped
with the feet, and rejoiced with all the
contempt of your soul against the land of
Israel,

7 therefore, behold, I have stretched out
my hand on you, and will deliver you for
a plunder to the nations. I will cut you off
from the peoples, and I will cause you to
perish out of the countries. I will destroy
you. Then you will know that I am Yah-
weh.”

8 “ ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Because
Moab and Seir say, ‘Behold, the house of
Judah is like all the nations,’

9 therefore, behold, I will open the side
of Moab from the cities, from his cities
which are on its frontiers, the glory of the
country, Beth Jeshimoth, Baal Meon, and
Kiriathaim,
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10 to the childrenof the east, to go against
the children of Ammon; and I will give
them for a possession, that the children of
Ammon may not be remembered among
the nations.

11 I will execute judgments on Moab.
Then they will know that I am Yahweh.”

12 “ ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Because
Edom has dealt against the house of Judah
by taking vengeance, and has greatly of-
fended, and taken revenge on them,”

13 therefore theLordYahwehsays, “Iwill
stretch out my hand on Edom, and will
cut off man and animal from it; and I will
make it desolate from Teman. They will
fall by the sword even to Dedan.

14 I will lay my vengeance on Edom by
the hand of my people Israel. They will
do in Edom according to my anger and ac-
cording to my wrath. Then they will know
my vengeance,” says the Lord Yahweh.

15 “ ‘TheLordYahweh says: “Because the
Philistines have taken revenge, and have
taken vengeance with contempt of soul to
destroy with perpetual hostility,”

16 therefore the Lord Yahweh says,
“Behold, I will stretch out my hand on
the Philistines, and I will cut off the
Cherethites, and destroy the remnant of
the sea coast.

17 I will execute great vengeance on
them with wrathful rebukes. Then they
will know that I amYahweh,when I laymy
vengeance on them.” ’ ”

26
1 In the eleventh year, in the first of the

month, Yahweh’swordcame tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, because Tyre has said

against Jerusalem, ‘Aha! She is broken!
She who was the gateway of the peoples
has been returned to me. I will be replen-
ished, now that she is laid waste;’

3 therefore the Lord Yahweh says, ‘Be-
hold, I amagainst you, Tyre, andwill cause
many nations to come up against you, as
the sea causes its waves to come up.

4Theywill destroy thewalls of Tyre, and
break down her towers. I will also scrape
her dust from her, and make her a bare
rock.

5 She will be a place for the spreading
of nets in the middle of the sea; for I have
spoken it,’ says the Lord Yahweh. ‘She will
become plunder for the nations.

6Her daughters who are in the field will
be slain with the sword. Then they will
know that I am Yahweh.’

7 “For the Lord Yahweh says: ‘Behold, I
will bring on Tyre Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon, king of kings, from the north,
withhorses,with chariots,withhorsemen,
and an armywithmany people.

8He will kill your daughters in the field
with the sword. Hewill make forts against
you, cast up a mound against you, and
raise up the buckler against you.

9Hewill set his battering engines against
yourwalls, andwith his axes hewill break
down your towers.

10 By reason of the abundance of his
horses, their dust will cover you. Your
walls will shake at the noise of the horse-
men, of the wagons, and of the chariots,
when he enters into your gates, as men
enter into a city which is broken open.

11 He will tread down all your streets
with the hoofs of his horses. He will kill
your people with the sword. The pillars of
your strength will go down to the ground.

12 They will make a plunder of your
riches and make a prey of your merchan-
dise. Theywill break down yourwalls and
destroy your pleasant houses. They will
lay your stones, your timber, andyourdust
in themiddle of the waters.

13 I will cause the noise of your songs to
cease. The sound of your harps won’t be
heard anymore.

14 I will make you a bare rock. You will
be a place for the spreading of nets. You
will be built no more; for I Yahweh have
spoken it,’ says the Lord Yahweh.

15 “TheLordYahweh says to Tyre: ‘Won’t
the islands shake at the sound of your
fall, when the wounded groan, when the
slaughter is made within you?

16 Then all the princes of the sea will
come down from their thrones, and lay
aside their robes, and strip off their em-
broidered garments. They will clothe
themselves with trembling. They will sit
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on the ground, andwill tremble everymo-
ment, and be astonished at you.

17 They will take up a lamentation over
you, and tell you,
“How you are destroyed,

whowere inhabitedby seafaringmen,
the renowned city,

who was strong in the sea,
she and her inhabitants,

who caused their terror to be on all
who lived there!”

18Now the islands will tremble in the day
of your fall.

Yes, the islands that are in the sea will
be dismayed at your departure.’

19 “For the Lord Yahweh says: ‘When I
make you a desolate city, like the cities
that are not inhabited, when I bring up the
deep on you, and the great waters cover
you,

20 then I will bring you down with those
who descend into the pit, to the people
of old time, and will make you dwell in
the lower parts of the earth, in the places
that are desolate of old, with those who go
down to the pit, that you be not inhabited;
and I will set glory in the land of the living.

21 I will make you a terror, and you will
no more have any being. Though you are
sought for, yet you will never be found
again,’ says the Lord Yahweh.”

27
1 Yahweh’s word came again to me, say-

ing,
2“You, sonofman, takeupa lamentation

over Tyre;
3 and tell Tyre, ‘You who dwell at the

entry of the sea, who are the merchant
of the peoples to many islands, the Lord
Yahweh says:
“You, Tyre, have said,

‘I am perfect in beauty.’
4Your borders are in the heart of the seas.

Your builders have perfected your
beauty.

5 They have made all your planks of cy-
press trees from Senir.

They have taken a cedar from
Lebanon tomake amast for you.

6 They have made your oars of the oaks of
Bashan.

Theyhavemadeyourbenchesof ivory
inlaid in cypress wood from the is-
lands of Kittim.

7 Your sail was of fine linen with embroi-
dered work from Egypt,

that it might be to you for a banner.
Blue and purple from the islands of
Elishah was your awning.

8The inhabitants of Sidon and Arvadwere
your rowers.

Your wise men, Tyre, were in you.
They were your pilots.

9The oldmen of Gebal
and its wise men were your repairers
of ship seams in you.

All the ships of the seawith theirmariners
were in you

to deal in yourmerchandise.

10 “ ‘ “Persia, Lud, and Put were in your
army,

yourmen of war.
They hung the shield and helmet in you.

They showed your beauty.
11The men of Arvad with your army were

on your walls all around,
and valiant menwere in your towers.

They hung their shields on your walls all
around.

They have perfected your beauty.
12 “ ‘ “Tarshish was your merchant by

reason of the multitude of all kinds of
riches. They traded for your wares with
silver, iron, tin, and lead.

13 “ ‘ “Javan, Tubal, and Meshech were
your traders. They traded the persons of
men and vessels of bronze for your mer-
chandise.

14 “ ‘ “They of the house of Togarmah
traded for your wares with horses, war
horses, andmules.

15“ ‘ “ThemenofDedan tradedwith you.
Many islands were the market of your
hand. Theybroughtyouhornsof ivoryand
ebony in exchange.

16 “ ‘ “Syria was your merchant by rea-
son of the multitude of your handiworks.
They traded for yourwareswith emeralds,
purple, embroidered work, fine linen,
coral, and rubies.
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17 “ ‘ “Judah and the land of Israel were
your traders. They traded wheat of Min-
nith, confections, honey, oil, and balm for
yourmerchandise.

18 “ ‘ “Damascus was your merchant for
the multitude of your handiworks by rea-
son of the multitude of all kinds of riches,
with the wine of Helbon, and white wool.

19 “ ‘ “Vedan and Javan traded with yarn
for your wares; wrought iron, cassia, and
calamus were among yourmerchandise.

20 “ ‘ “Dedan was your merchant in pre-
cious saddle blankets for riding.

21 “ ‘ “Arabia and all the princes of Kedar
were your favorite dealers in lambs, rams,
and goats. In these, they were your mer-
chants.

22 “ ‘ “The traders of Sheba and Raamah
were your traders. They traded for your
wares with the best of all spices, all pre-
cious stones, and gold.

23 “ ‘ “Haran, Canneh, Eden, the traders
of Sheba, Asshur and Chilmad, were your
traders.

24 These were your traders in choice
wares, in wrappings of blue and embroi-
dered work, and in cedar chests of rich
clothing bound with cords, among your
merchandise.
25 “ ‘ “The ships of Tarshish were your car-

avans for yourmerchandise.
You were replenished
andmade very glorious in the heart of
the seas.

26Your rowers havebrought you into great
waters.

The east wind has broken you in the
heart of the seas.

27Your riches, your wares, your merchan-
dise,

your mariners, your pilots, your re-
pairers of ship seams,

the dealers in yourmerchandise,
and all your men of war who are in
you,

with all your company which is among
you,

will fall into the heart of the seas in the
day of your ruin.

28At the sound of the cry of your pilots,
the pasture lands will shake.

29All who handle the oars,

the mariners and all the pilots of the
sea,

will come down from their ships.
They will stand on the land,

30 and will cause their voice to be
heard over you,

and will cry bitterly.
They will cast up dust on their heads.

They will wallow in the ashes.
31Theywill make themselves bald for you,

and clothe themselves with sackcloth.
They will weep for you in bitterness of

soul,
with bitter mourning.

32 In their wailing they will take up a
lamentation for you,

and lament over you, saying,
‘Who is there like Tyre,

like her who is brought to silence in
themiddle of the sea?’

33When your wares came from the seas,
you filledmany peoples.

You enriched the kings of the earth
with the multitude of your riches and
of yourmerchandise.

34 In the time that you were broken by the
seas,

in the depths of the waters,
your merchandise and all your com-
pany fell within you.

35 All the inhabitants of the islands are
astonished at you,

and their kings are horribly afraid.
They are troubled in their face.

36 The merchants among the peoples hiss
at you.

You have come to a terrible end,
and youwill be nomore.” ’ ”

28
1 Yahweh’s word came again to me, say-

ing,
2“Sonofman, tell theprinceofTyre, ‘The

Lord Yahweh says:
“Because your heart is lifted up,

and you have said, ‘I am a god,
I sit in the seat of God,

in themiddle of the seas;’
yet you areman,

and no god,
though you set your heart as the heart
of a god—
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3behold, you are wiser than Daniel.
There is no secret that is hidden from
you.

4Byyourwisdomandbyyourunderstand-
ing you have gotten yourself riches,

and have gotten gold and silver into
your treasuries.

5By your great wisdom
and by your trading you have in-
creased your riches,

and your heart is lifted up because of
your riches—”

6 “ ‘therefore the Lord Yahweh says:
“Because you have set your heart as the

heart of God,
7 therefore, behold, I will bring
strangers on you,

the terrible of the nations.
They will draw their swords against the

beauty of your wisdom.
They will defile your brightness.

8They will bring you down to the pit.
Youwill die the death of thosewho are
slain

in the heart of the seas.
9Will you yet say before himwhokills you,

‘I am God’?
But you areman, and not God,
in the hand of himwhowounds you.

10 You will die the death of the uncircum-
cised

by the hand of strangers;
for I have spoken it,” says the Lord
Yahweh.’ ”

11Moreover Yahweh’s word came tome,
saying,

12 “Son of man, take up a lamentation
over the king of Tyre, and tell him, ‘The
Lord Yahweh says:
“Youwere the seal of full measure,

full of wisdom,
and perfect in beauty.

13Youwere in Eden,
the garden of God.

Every precious stone adorned you:
ruby, topaz, emerald,
chrysolite, onyx, jasper,
sapphire,† turquoise, and beryl.

Gold work of tambourines
and of pipes was in you.

They were prepared in the day that
you were created.

14You were the anointed cherub who cov-
ers.

Then I set youupon theholymountain
of God.

You have walked up and down in the
middle of the stones of fire.

15 You were perfect in your ways from the
day that you were created,

until unrighteousness was found in
you.

16 By the abundance of your commerce,
your insides were filled with vio-
lence,

and you have sinned.
Therefore I have cast you as profane out of

God’s mountain.
I have destroyed you, covering
cherub,

from themiddle of the stones of fire.
17Your heart was lifted up because of your

beauty.
You have corrupted your wisdom by
reason of your splendor.

I have cast you to the ground.
I have laid you before kings,
that theymay see you.

18By themultitude of your iniquities,
in the unrighteousness of your com-
merce,

you have profaned your sanctuaries.
Therefore I have brought out a fire from

themiddle of you.
It has devoured you.

I have turned you to ashes on the earth
in the sight of all those who see you.

19All those who know you among the peo-
ples will be astonished at you.

You have become a terror,
and you will exist nomore.” ’ ”

20Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
21 “Son of man, set your face toward

Sidon, and prophesy against it,
22and say, ‘The Lord Yahweh says:

“Behold, I am against you, Sidon.
I will be glorified among you.

Then they will know that I am Yahweh,
when I have executed judgments in
her,

† 28:13 or, lapis lazuli
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and am sanctified in her.
23For I will send pestilence into her,

and blood into her streets.
The wounded will fall within her,

with the sword on her on every side.
Then theywill knowthat I amYahweh.

24 “ ‘ “There will no longer be a pricking
brier to the house of Israel, nor a hurting
thorn of any that are around them that
scorned them. Then they will know that I
am the Lord Yahweh.”

25 “ ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “When I
have gathered the house of Israel from the
peoples among whom they are scattered,
and am shown as holy among them in the
sight of the nations, then theywill dwell in
their own land which I gave to my servant
Jacob.

26Theywill dwell in it securely. Yes, they
will buildhouses, plantvineyards, andwill
dwell securelywhen I have executed judg-
ments on all those around themwho have
treated them with contempt. Then they
will know that I am Yahweh their God.” ’ ”

29
1 In the tenth year, in the tenth month,

on the twelfth day of the month, Yahweh’s
word came tome, saying,

2 “Son of man, set your face against
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and prophesy
against him and against all Egypt.

3 Speak and say, ‘The Lord Yahweh says:
“Behold, I am against you, Pharaoh king of

Egypt,
the great monster that lies in the mid-
dle of his rivers,

that has said, ‘My river is my own,
and I havemade it for myself.’

4 I will put hooks in your jaws,
and I will make the fish of your rivers
stick to your scales.

Iwill bringyouupoutof themiddleofyour
rivers,

with all the fish of your rivers which
stick to your scales.

5 I’ll cast you out into the wilderness,
you and all the fish of your rivers.

You’ll fall on the open field.
Youwon’t be brought together or gath-
ered.

I have given you for food to the animals of
the earth

and to the birds of the sky.
6 “ ‘ “All the inhabitants of Egypt will

know that I amYahweh, because theyhave
been a staff of reed to the house of Israel.

7 When they took hold of you by your
hand, you broke and tore all their shoul-
ders. When they leaned on you, you broke
and paralyzed all of their thighs.”

8 “ ‘Therefore the Lord Yahweh says:
“Behold, I will bring a sword on you, and
will cut offman and animal from you.

9 The land of Egypt will be a desolation
and awaste. Then theywill know that I am
Yahweh.

“ ‘ “Because he has said, ‘The river is
mine, and I havemade it,’

10 therefore, behold, I am against you
and against your rivers. I will make the
land of Egypt an utter waste and desola-
tion, from the towerof Seveneheven to the
border of Ethiopia.

11 No foot of man will pass through it,
nor will any animal foot pass through it. It
won’t be inhabited for forty years.

12 I will make the land of Egypt a deso-
lation in the middle of the countries that
are desolate. Her cities among the cities
that are laid waste will be a desolation
forty years. I will scatter the Egyptians
among the nations, andwill disperse them
through the countries.”

13 “ ‘For the Lord Yahweh says: “At the
end of forty years I will gather the Egyp-
tians from the peoples where they were
scattered.

14 I will reverse the captivity of Egypt,
andwill cause them to return into the land
of Pathros, into the land of their birth.
There they will be a lowly kingdom.

15 It will be the lowest of the kingdoms.
It won’t lift itself up above the nations any
more. Iwill diminish themso that theywill
no longer rule over the nations.

16 It will no longer be the confidence
of the house of Israel, bringing iniquity
to memory, when they turn to look after
them. Then they will know that I am the
Lord Yahweh.” ’ ”
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17 It came to pass in the twenty-seventh
year, in the first month, in the first day
of the month, Yahweh’s word came to me,
saying,

18 “Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon caused his army to serve a
great service against Tyre. Every head
was made bald, and every shoulder was
worn; yet he had no wages, nor did his
army, from Tyre, for the service that he
had served against it.

19 Therefore the Lord Yahweh says: ‘Be-
hold, I will give the land of Egypt to Neb-
uchadnezzar king of Babylon. He will
carry off her multitude, take her plunder,
and take her prey. That will be the wages
for his army.

20 I have given him the land of Egypt as
his payment for which he served, because
they worked for me,’ says the Lord Yah-
weh.

21 “In that day I will cause a horn to
sprout for the house of Israel, and I will
open your mouth among them. Then they
will know that I am Yahweh.”

30
1 Yahweh’s word came again to me, say-

ing,
2 “Son of man, prophesy, and say, ‘The

Lord Yahweh says:
“Wail, ‘Alas for the day!’

3For the day is near,
even Yahweh’s day is near.

It will be a day of clouds,
a time of the nations.

4A sword will come on Egypt,
and anguish will be in Ethiopia,
when the slain fall in Egypt.

They take away hermultitude,
and her foundations are broken
down.

5 “ ‘ “Ethiopia, Put, Lud, all the mixed
people, Cub, and the children of the land
that is alliedwith them, will fall with them
by the sword.”

6 “ ‘Yahweh says:
“They also who uphold Egypt will fall.

The pride of her power will come
down.

They will fall by the sword in it from the
tower of Seveneh,”

says the Lord Yahweh.
7“Theywill be desolate in themiddle of the

countries that are desolate.
Her cities will be among the cities that
are wasted.

8They will know that I am Yahweh
when I have set a fire in Egypt,
and all her helpers are destroyed.

9 “ ‘ “In that day messengers will go out
from before me in ships to make the care-
less Ethiopians afraid. There will be an-
guish on them, as in the day of Egypt; for,
behold, it comes.”

10 “ ‘The Lord Yahweh says:
“I will also make the multitude of Egypt to

cease,
by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon.

11He and his people with him,
the terrible of the nations,

will be brought in to destroy the land.
They will draw their swords against
Egypt,

and fill the land with the slain.
12 I will make the rivers dry,

and will sell the land into the hand of
evil men.

I will make the land desolate,
and all that is therein,
by the hand of foreigners.
I, Yahweh, have spoken it.”

13 “ ‘The Lord Yahweh says:
“I will also destroy the idols,

and I will cause the images to cease
fromMemphis.

There will be no more a prince from the
land of Egypt.

I will put a fear in the land of Egypt.
14 I will make Pathros desolate,

and will set a fire in Zoan,
and will execute judgments on No.

15 I will pourmywrath on Sin,
the stronghold of Egypt.
I will cut off themultitude of No.

16 I will set a fire in Egypt
Sin will be in great anguish.

No will be broken up.
Memphis will have adversaries in the
daytime.

17 The young men of Aven and of Pibeseth
will fall by the sword.

They will go into captivity.
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18 At Tehaphnehes also the day will with-
draw itself,

when I break the yokes of Egypt there.
The pride of her power will cease in her.

As for her, a cloud will cover her,
and her daughters will go into captiv-
ity.

19Thus I will execute judgments on Egypt.
Then they will know that I am Yah-
weh.” ’ ”

20 In the eleventhyear, in thefirstmonth,
in the seventh day of the month, Yahweh’s
word came tome, saying,

21 “Son of man, I have broken the arm of
Pharaoh king of Egypt. Behold, it has not
been bound up, to apply medicines, to put
a bandage to bind it, that it may become
strong to hold the sword.

22 Therefore the Lord Yahweh says: ‘Be-
hold, I am against Pharaoh king of Egypt,
and will break his arms, the strong arm,
and thatwhichwasbroken. Iwill cause the
sword to fall out of his hand.

23 I will scatter the Egyptians among the
nations, and will disperse them through
the countries.

24 I will strengthen the arms of the king
of Babylon, and put my sword in his hand;
but I will break the arms of Pharaoh, and
he will groan before the king of Babylon
with the groaning of a mortally wounded
man.

25 I will hold up the arms of the king of
Babylon, but the arms of Pharaoh will fall
down. Then they will know that I am Yah-
wehwhen I putmy sword into the hand of
the king of Babylon, and he stretches it out
on the land of Egypt.

26 I will scatter the Egyptians among the
nations and disperse them through the
countries. Then they will know that I am
Yahweh.’ ”

31
1 In the eleventh year, in the third

month, in the first day of the month, Yah-
weh’s word came tome, saying,

2 “Son ofman, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt
and his multitude:
‘Whom are you like in your greatness?

3 Behold, the Assyrian was a cedar in
Lebanon

with beautiful branches,
and with a forest-like shade,

of high stature;
and its top was among the thick
boughs.

4The waters nourished it.
The deepmade it to grow.

Its rivers ran all around its plantation.
It sent out its channels to all the trees
of the field.

5 Therefore its stature was exalted above
all the trees of the field;

and its boughs weremultiplied.
Its branches became long by reason of

many waters,
when it spread them out.

6All the birds of the skymade their nests in
its boughs.

Under its branches, all the animals of
the field gave birth to their young.

All great nations lived under its
shadow.

7Thus it was beautiful in its greatness,
in the length of its branches;
for its root was bymanywaters.

8The cedars in the garden of God could not
hide it.

The cypress trees were not like its
branches.

The pine trees were not like its branches;
nor was any tree in the garden of God
like it in its beauty.

9 I made it beautiful by the multitude of its
branches,

so that all the trees of Eden,
that were in the garden of God, envied
it.’

10“Therefore thus said theLordYahweh:
‘Because he is exalted in stature, and he
has set his top among the thick branches,
and his heart is lifted up in his height,

11 I will deliver him into the hand of the
mighty one of the nations. He will surely
deal with him. I have driven him out for
his wickedness.

12 Foreigners, the tyrants of the nations,
have cut him off and have left him. His
branches have fallen on the mountains
and in all the valleys, and his boughs are
broken by all thewatercourses of the land.
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All the peoples of the earth have gone
down from his shadow and have left him.

13All thebirds of the skywill dwell onhis
ruin, and all the animals of the fieldwill be
on his branches,

14 to the end that none of all the trees
by the waters exalt themselves in their
stature, and don’t set their top among the
thick boughs. Their mighty ones don’t
stand up on their height, even all who
drink water; for they are all delivered
to death, to the lower parts of the earth,
among the children of men, with those
who go down to the pit.’

15 “The Lord Yahweh says: ‘In the day
when he went down to Sheol,† I caused a
mourning. I covered the deep for him, and
I restrained its rivers. The great waters
were stopped. I caused Lebanon tomourn
forhim, andall the treesof thefield fainted
for him.

16 I made the nations to shake at the
sound of his fall, when I cast him down
to Sheol‡ with those who descend into the
pit. All the trees of Eden, the choice and
best of Lebanon, all that drinkwater, were
comforted in the lower parts of the earth.

17 They also went down into Sheol with
him to those who are slain by the sword;
yes, those who were his arm, who lived
under his shadow in the middle of the
nations.

18 “ ‘To whom are you thus like in glory
and in greatness among the trees of Eden?
Yet you will be brought down with the
trees of Eden to the lower parts of the
earth. You will lie in the middle of the
uncircumcised, with those who are slain
by the sword.

“ ‘This is Pharaoh and all his multitude,’
says the Lord Yahweh.”

32
1 In the twelfth year, in the twelfth

month, in the first day of the month, Yah-
weh’s word came tome, saying,

2 “Son of man, take up a lamentation
over Pharaoh king of Egypt, and tell him,
‘You were likened to a young lion of the

nations;
yet you are as amonster in the seas.

You broke out with your rivers,
and troubled the waters with your
feet,

and fouled their rivers.’ ”
3The Lord Yahweh says:

“I will spread outmynet on youwith a
company of many peoples.

They will bring you up inmy net.
4 I will leave you on the land.

I will cast you out on the open field,
and will cause all the birds of the sky to

settle on you.
I will satisfy the animals of the whole
earth with you.

5 I will lay your flesh on themountains,
and fill the valleys with your height.

6 I will also water the land in which you
swimwith your blood,

even to themountains.
The watercourses will be full of you.

7 When I extinguish you, I will cover the
heavens

andmake its stars dark.
I will cover the sun with a cloud,

and themoonwon’t give its light.
8 I will make all the bright lights of the sky

dark over you,
and set darkness on your land,” says
the Lord Yahweh.

9 “I will also trouble the hearts of many
peoples,

when I bring your destruction among
the nations,

into the countries which you have not
known.

10Yes, I willmakemany peoples amazed at
you,

and their kings will be horribly afraid
for you,

when I brandishmy sword before them.
They will tremble at everymoment,

everyman for his own life,
in the day of your fall.”

11For the Lord Yahweh says:
“The sword of the king of Babylonwill
come on you.

12 I will cause your multitude to fall by the
swords of themighty.

Theyareall the ruthless of thenations.
† 31:15 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 31:16 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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They will bring the pride of Egypt to noth-
ing,

and all itsmultitudewill be destroyed.
13 I will destroy also all its animals from

besidemanywaters.
The foot of man won’t trouble them
anymore,

nor will the hoofs of animals trouble
them.

14Then I will make their waters clear,
and cause their rivers to run like oil,”
says the Lord Yahweh.

15 “When Imake the land of Egypt desolate
and waste,

a land destitute of that of which it was
full,

when I strike all those who dwell therein,
then theywill know that I amYahweh.

16 “ ‘ “This is the lamentationwithwhich
they will lament. The daughters of the
nations will lament with this. They will
lament with it over Egypt, and over all her
multitude,” says the Lord Yahweh.’ ”

17 Also in the twelfth year, in the fif-
teenth day of the month, Yahweh’s word
came tome, saying,

18 “Son of man, wail for the multitude of
Egypt, and cast them down, even her and
the daughters of the famous nations, to the
lower parts of the earth, with thosewho go
down into the pit.

19 Whom do you pass in beauty? Go
down, and be laidwith the uncircumcised.

20 They will fall among those who are
slain by the sword. She is delivered to
the sword. Draw her away with all her
multitudes.

21 The strong among the mighty will
speak to him out of the middle of Sheol†
with those who help him. They have gone
down. The uncircumcised lie still, slain by
the sword.

22 “Asshur is there with all her company.
Her graves are all around her. All of them
are slain, fallen by the sword,

23whose graves are set in the uttermost
parts of thepit, andher company is around
her grave, all of them slain, fallen by the
sword,whocaused terror in the landof the
living.

24 “There is Elam and all her multitude
around her grave; all of them slain, fallen
by the sword, who have gone down uncir-
cumcised into the lower parts of the earth,
who caused their terror in the land of the
living, and have borne their shame with
those who go down to the pit.

25TheyhavemadeElamabedamong the
slain with all her multitude. Her graves
are around her, all of themuncircumcised,
slain by the sword; for their terror was
caused in the land of the living, and they
have borne their shamewith thosewho go
down to thepit. He is put among thosewho
are slain.

26 “There isMeshech, Tubal, and all their
multitude. Their graves are around them,
all of them uncircumcised, slain by the
sword; for they caused their terror in the
land of the living.

27 They will not lie with the mighty who
are fallen of the uncircumcised, who have
gone down to Sheol with their weapons of
warandhave laid their swordsunder their
heads. Their iniquities are on their bones;
for they were the terror of the mighty in
the land of the living.

28 “But you will be broken among the
uncircumcised, andwill liewith thosewho
are slain by the sword.

29 “There is Edom, her kings, and all her
princes, who in their might are laid with
thosewhoare slainby the sword. Theywill
lie with the uncircumcised, andwith those
who go down to the pit.

30 “There are the princes of the north, all
of them, and all the Sidonians, who have
gone down with the slain. They are put to
shame in the terror which they caused by
their might. They lie uncircumcised with
thosewho are slain by the sword, and bear
their shamewith thosewhogodown to the
pit.

31 “Pharaoh will see them and will be
comforted over all his multitude, even
Pharaoh and all his army, slain by the
sword,” says the Lord Yahweh.

32 “For I have put his terror in the land
of the living. He will be laid among the
uncircumcised, with those who are slain

† 32:21 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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by the sword, even Pharaoh and all his
multitude,” says the Lord Yahweh.

33
1Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, speak to the children of

your people, and tell them, ‘When I bring
the sword on a land, and the people of the
land take aman fromamong them, and set
him for their watchman,

3 if, when he sees the sword come on the
land, he blows the trumpet and warns the
people,

4 then whoever hears the sound of the
trumpet and doesn’t heed the warning, if
the sword comes and takes him away, his
blood will be on his own head.

5He heard the sound of the trumpet and
didn’t take warning. His blood will be on
him; whereas if he had heeded the warn-
ing, he would have delivered his soul.

6 But if the watchman sees the sword
come and doesn’t blow the trumpet, and
the people aren’t warned, and the sword
comes and takes any person from among
them, he is taken away in his iniquity, but
his blood I will require at the watchman’s
hand.’

7 “So you, son of man, I have set you a
watchman to the house of Israel. There-
fore hear the word from my mouth, and
give themwarnings fromme.

8When I tell the wicked, ‘Owicked man,
you will surely die,’ and you don’t speak
to warn the wicked from his way, that
wicked man will die in his iniquity, but I
will require his blood at your hand.

9Nevertheless, if youwarn thewickedof
hisway to turn from it, and he doesn’t turn
fromhisway; hewill die inhis iniquity, but
you have delivered your soul.

10 “You, son of man, tell the house of
Israel: ‘You say this, “Our transgressions
and our sins are on us, and we pine away
in them. How then can we live?” ’

11 Tell them, ‘ “As I live,” says the Lord
Yahweh, “I havenopleasure in thedeathof
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from
his way and live. Turn, turn from your
evil ways! For why will you die, house of
Israel?” ’

12 “You, son of man, tell the children
of your people, ‘The righteousness of the
righteouswill not deliver him in the day of
his disobedience. And as for the wicked-
ness of the wicked, he will not fall by it in
the day that he turns from his wickedness;
neither will he who is righteous be able to
live by it in the day that he sins.

13When I tell the righteous that he will
surely live, if he trusts in his righteousness
and commits iniquity, none of his righ-
teous deeds will be remembered; but he
will die in his iniquity that he has commit-
ted.

14Again, when I say to the wicked, “You
will surely die,” if he turns fromhis sin and
does that which is lawful and right,

15 if the wicked restore the pledge, give
again that which he had taken by robbery,
walk in the statutes of life, committing no
iniquity, hewill surely live. Hewill not die.

16None of his sins that he has committed
will be remembered against him. He has
done thatwhich is lawfulandright. Hewill
surely live.

17 “ ‘Yet the children of your people say,
“Theway of the Lord is not fair;” but as for
them, their way is not fair.

18 When the righteous turns from his
righteousness and commits iniquity, he
will even die therein.

19 When the wicked turns from his
wickedness and does that which is lawful
and right, he will live by it.

20Yet you say, “Theway of the Lord is not
fair.” House of Israel, Iwill judge every one
of you after his ways.’ ”

21 In the twelfth year of our captivity,
in the tenth month, in the fifth day of
the month, one who had escaped out of
Jerusalem came to me, saying, “The city
has been defeated!”

22Now Yahweh’s hand had been on me
in the evening, before hewho had escaped
came; and he had opened my mouth until
he came to me in the morning; and my
mouth was opened, and I was no longer
mute.

23Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
24 “Son of man, those who inhabit the

waste places in the land of Israel speak,
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saying, ‘Abraham was one, and he inher-
ited the land; but we are many. The land
is given us for inheritance.’

25Therefore tell them, ‘TheLordYahweh
says: “You eat with the blood, and lift up
your eyes to your idols, and shed blood. So
should you possess the land?

26 You stand on your sword, you work
abomination, and every one of you defiles
his neighbor’s wife. So should you possess
the land?” ’

27 “You shall tell them, ‘The Lord Yahweh
says: “As I live, surely those who are in
the waste places will fall by the sword. I
will givewhoever is in the openfield to the
animals tobedevoured, and thosewhoare
in the strongholds and in the caveswill die
of the pestilence.

28 I will make the land a desolation and
an astonishment. The pride of her power
will cease. The mountains of Israel will be
desolate, so that no one will pass through.

29Then theywill knowthat I amYahweh,
when I have made the land a desolation
and an astonishment because of all their
abominations which they have commit-
ted.” ’

30 “As for you, son of man, the children
of your people talk about you by the walls
and in the doors of the houses, and speak
to one another, everyone to his brother,
saying, ‘Please come and hear what the
word is that comes out from Yahweh.’

31 They come to you as the people come,
and they sit before you as my people, and
they hear your words, but don’t do them;
forwith theirmouth they showmuch love,
but their heart goes after their gain.

32 Behold, you are to them as a very
lovely song of one who has a pleasant
voice, and can playwell on an instrument;
for theyhear yourwords, but theydon’t do
them.

33 “When this comes to pass—behold, it
comes—then theywill know that a prophet
has been among them.”

34
1Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, prophesy against the

shepherds of Israel. Prophesy, and tell

them, even the shepherds, ‘The Lord Yah-
weh says: “Woe to the shepherds of Israel
who feed themselves! Shouldn’t the shep-
herds feed the sheep?

3Youeat the fat. You clothe yourselfwith
thewool. Youkill the fatlings, but youdon’t
feed the sheep.

4You haven’t strengthened the diseased.
You haven’t healed that which was sick.
You haven’t bound up that which was bro-
ken. You haven’t brought back that which
was driven away. You haven’t sought that
which was lost, but you have ruled over
themwith force and with rigor.

5 They were scattered, because there
was no shepherd. They became food to
all the animals of the field, and were scat-
tered.

6 My sheep wandered through all the
mountains and on every high hill. Yes, my
sheep were scattered on all the surface of
the earth. Therewas no onewho searched
or sought.”

7 “ ‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear Yah-
weh’s word:

8 “As I live,” says the Lord Yahweh,
“surely because my sheep became a prey,
and my sheep became food to all the an-
imals of the field, because there was no
shepherd, andmy shepherds didn’t search
for my sheep, but the shepherds fed them-
selves, and didn’t feedmy sheep,

9 therefore, you shepherds, hear Yah-
weh’s word!”

10 The Lord Yahweh says: “Behold, I am
against the shepherds. I will require my
sheep at their hand, and cause them to
cease from feeding the sheep. The shep-
herds won’t feed themselves any more. I
will deliver my sheep from their mouth,
that theymay not be food for them.”

11 “ ‘For the Lord Yahweh says: “Behold,
I myself, even I, will search for my sheep,
and will seek them out.

12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock in
the day that he is among his sheep that
are scattered abroad, so I will seek out
my sheep. I will deliver them out of all
places where they have been scattered in
the cloudy and dark day.

13 I will bring themout from the peoples,
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and gather them from the countries, and
will bring them into their own land. I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by
the watercourses, and in all the inhabited
places of the country.

14 Iwill feed themwithgoodpasture, and
their fold will be on the mountains of the
height of Israel. There theywill lie down in
a good fold. They will feed on rich pasture
on themountains of Israel.

15 I myself will be the shepherd of my
sheep, and I will cause them to lie down,”
says the Lord Yahweh.

16 “I will seek that which was lost, and
will bring back that which was driven
away, and will bind up that which was
broken, and will strengthen that which
was sick; but I will destroy the fat and the
strong. I will feed them in justice.” ’

17 “As for you, O my flock, the Lord Yah-
weh says: ‘Behold, I judge between sheep
and sheep, the rams and themale goats.

18 Does it seem a small thing to you to
have fedon the goodpasture, but youmust
tread down with your feet the residue of
your pasture? And to have drunk of the
clearwaters, butmust you foul the residue
with your feet?

19 As for my sheep, they eat that which
you have trodden with your feet, and they
drink that which you have fouled with
your feet.’

20 “Therefore the Lord Yahweh says to
them: ‘Behold, I, even I,will judgebetween
the fat sheep and the lean sheep.

21Because you thrust with side andwith
shoulder, and push all the diseased with
your horns, until you have scattered them
abroad,

22 therefore I will save my flock, and
they will no more be a prey. I will judge
between sheep and sheep.

23 I will set up one shepherd over them,
and he will feed them, even my servant
David. He will feed them, and he will be
their shepherd.

24 I, Yahweh, will be their God, and my
servant David prince among them. I, Yah-
weh, have spoken it.

25 “ ‘I will make with them a covenant of
peace, and will cause evil animals to cease

out of the land. Theywill dwell securely in
the wilderness and sleep in the woods.

26 I will make them and the places
around my hill a blessing. I will cause the
shower to come down in its season. There
will be showers of blessing.

27The tree of the field will yield its fruit,
and the earth will yield its increase, and
theywill be secure in their land. Then they
will know that I am Yahweh, when I have
broken the bars of their yoke, and have
delivered them out of the hand of those
whomade slaves of them.

28They will no more be a prey to the na-
tions, neither will the animals of the earth
devour them; but they will dwell securely,
and no one will make them afraid.

29 I will raise up to them a plantation
for renown, and they will no more be con-
sumed with famine in the land, and not
bear the shame of the nations anymore.

30 They will know that I, Yahweh, their
God am with them, and that they, the
house of Israel, are my people, says the
Lord Yahweh.

31Youmysheep, the sheepofmypasture,
aremen, and I am your God,’ says the Lord
Yahweh.”

35
1Moreover Yahweh’s word came to me,

saying,
2 “Son of man, set your face against

Mount Seir, and prophesy against it,
3 and tell it, ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Be-

hold, I am against you, Mount Seir, and
I will stretch out my hand against you. I
will make you a desolation and an aston-
ishment.

4 I will lay your cities waste, and youwill
be desolate. Then you will know that I am
Yahweh.

5 “ ‘ “Because you have had a perpetual
hostility, and have given over the children
of Israel to the power of the sword in the
time of their calamity, in the time of the
iniquity of the end,

6 therefore, as I live,” says the Lord Yah-
weh, “I will prepare you for blood, and
blood will pursue you. Since you have not
hated blood, therefore blood will pursue
you.
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7 Thus I will make Mount Seir an aston-
ishment and a desolation. I will cut off
from it him who passes through and him
who returns.

8 I will fill its mountains with its slain.
The slain with the sword will fall in your
hills and in your valleys and in all your
watercourses.

9 I will make you a perpetual desolation,
and your cities will not be inhabited. Then
youwill know that I am Yahweh.

10 “ ‘ “Because you have said, ‘These two
nations and these two countries will be
mine, and we will possess it,’ although
Yahwehwas there,

11 therefore, as I live,” says the Lord
Yahweh, “Iwill do according to your anger,
and according to your envy which you
have shown out of your hatred against
them; and I will make myself known
among themwhen I judge you.

12 You will know that I, Yahweh, have
heard all your insults which you have spo-
ken against the mountains of Israel, say-
ing, ‘They have been laid desolate. They
have been given to us to devour.’

13 You have magnified yourselves
against me with your mouth, and have
multiplied your words against me. I have
heard it.”

14 The Lord Yahweh says: “When the
whole earth rejoices, I will make you des-
olate.

15Asyou rejoicedover the inheritanceof
the house of Israel because it was desolate,
so I will do to you. You will be desolate,
Mount Seir, and all Edom, even all of it.
Then they will know that I am Yahweh.’ ”

36
1You, son ofman, prophesy to themoun-

tains of Israel, and say, “You mountains of
Israel, hear Yahweh’s word.

2 The Lord Yahweh says: ‘Because the
enemy has said against you, “Aha!” and,
“The ancient high places are ours in pos-
session!” ’

3 therefore prophesy, and say, ‘The Lord
Yahweh says: “Because, even because they
have made you desolate, and swallowed
you up on every side, that you might be
a possession to the residue of the nations,

and you are taken up in the lips of talkers,
and the evil report of the people;”

4 therefore, you mountains of Israel,
hear the word of the Lord Yahweh: The
Lord Yahweh says to the mountains and
to the hills, to the watercourses and to
the valleys, to the desolate wastes and to
the cities that are forsaken, which have
become a prey and derision to the residue
of the nations that are all around;

5 therefore the Lord Yahweh says:
“Surely in the fire of my jealousy I have
spoken against the residue of the nations,
and against all Edom, that have appointed
my land to themselves for a possession
with the joy of all their heart, with despite
of soul, to cast it out for a prey.” ’

6 Therefore prophesy concerning the
land of Israel, and tell the mountains, the
hills, the watercourses and the valleys,
‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Behold, I have
spoken in my jealousy and in my wrath,
because you have borne the shame of the
nations.”

7 Therefore the Lord Yahweh says: “I
have sworn, ‘Surely the nations that are
around youwill bear their shame.’

8 “ ‘ “But you, mountains of Israel, you
shall shoot out your branches and yield
your fruit to my people Israel; for they are
at hand to come.

9 For, behold, I am for you, and I will
come to you, and you will be tilled and
sown.

10 I will multiply men on you, all the
house of Israel, even all of it. The citieswill
be inhabited and the waste places will be
built.

11 I will multiply man and animal on
you. They will increase and be fruitful. I
will cause you to be inhabited as youwere
before, and youwill do better than at your
beginnings. Then you will know that I am
Yahweh.

12 Yes, I will cause men to walk on you,
even my people Israel. They will possess
you, and youwill be their inheritance, and
youwill never again bereave themof their
children.”

13 “ ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Because
they say toyou, ‘Youareadevourerofmen,
and have been a bereaver of your nation;’
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14 therefore you shall devour men no
more, and not bereave your nation any
more,” says the Lord Yahweh.

15 “I won’t let you hear the shame of
the nations any more. You won’t bear the
reproach of the peoples anymore, and you
won’t cause your nation to stumble any
more,” says the Lord Yahweh.’ ”

16Moreover Yahweh’s word came tome,
saying,

17 “Son of man, when the house of Israel
lived in their own land, they defiled it by
their ways and by their deeds. Their way
before me was as the uncleanness of a
woman in her impurity.

18 Therefore I poured out my wrath on
them for the bloodwhich they had poured
out on the land, and because they had
defiled it with their idols.

19 I scattered them among the nations,
and theyweredispersed through thecoun-
tries. I judged them according to their way
and according to their deeds.

20When they came to the nations where
theywent, theyprofanedmyholyname, in
thatmen said of them, ‘These areYahweh’s
people, and have left his land.’

21 But I had respect for my holy name,
which the house of Israel had profaned
among the nations where they went.

22“Therefore tell thehouseof Israel, ‘The
Lord Yahweh says: “I don’t do this for
your sake, house of Israel, but for my holy
name, which you have profaned among
the nations where you went.

23 I will sanctify my great name, which
has been profaned among the nations,
which you have profaned among them.
Then the nations will know that I am Yah-
weh,” says the Lord Yahweh, “when I am
proven holy in you before their eyes.

24 “ ‘ “For I will take you from among
the nations and gather you out of all the
countries, and will bring you into your
own land.

25 I will sprinkle cleanwater on you, and
you will be clean. I will cleanse you from
all your filthiness and from all your idols.

26 I will also give you a new heart, and I
will put a new spirit within you. I will take

away the stony heart out of your flesh, and
I will give you a heart of flesh.

27 I will put my Spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in my statutes. You will
keepmy ordinances and do them.

28Youwill dwell in the land that I gave to
your fathers. You will be my people, and I
will be your God.

29 I will save you from all your unclean-
ness. I will call for the grain and will
multiply it, and lay no famine on you.

30 I will multiply the fruit of the tree
and the increase of the field, that you may
receive no more the reproach of famine
among the nations.

31 “ ‘ “Then you will remember your evil
ways, and your deeds that were not good;
and you will loathe yourselves in your
own sight for your iniquities and for your
abominations.

32 I don’t do this for your sake,” says the
Lord Yahweh. “Let it be known to you. Be
ashamed and confounded for your ways,
house of Israel.”

33 “ ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “In the day
that I cleanse you from all your iniquities,
I will cause the cities to be inhabited and
the waste places will be built.

34 The land that was desolate will be
tilled instead of being a desolation in the
sight of all who passed by.

35 They will say, ‘This land that was des-
olate has become like the garden of Eden.
The waste, desolate, and ruined cities are
fortified and inhabited.’

36 Then the nations that are left around
you will know that I, Yahweh, have built
the ruined places and planted that which
was desolate. I, Yahweh, have spoken it,
and I will do it.”

37 “ ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “For this,
moreover, I will be inquired of by the
house of Israel, to do it for them: I will
increase themwithmen like a flock.

38 As the flock for sacrifice, as the flock
of Jerusalem in her appointed feasts, so
the waste cities will be filled with flocks
of men. Then they will know that I am
Yahweh.’ ”

37
1 Yahweh’s hand was on me, and he
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brought me out in Yahweh’s Spirit, and set
me down in themiddle of the valley; and it
was full of bones.

2 He caused me to pass by them all
around; andbehold, therewereverymany
in the open valley, and behold, they were
very dry.

3He said to me, “Son of man, can these
bones live?”
I answered, “Lord Yahweh, you know.”
4 Again he said to me, “Prophesy over

these bones, and tell them, ‘You dry bones,
hear Yahweh’s word.

5 The Lord Yahweh says to these bones:
“Behold, I will cause breath to enter into
you, and youwill live.

6 I will lay sinews on you, and will bring
up flesh on you, and cover you with skin,
and put breath in you, and you will live.
Then youwill know that I am Yahweh.” ’ ”

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded.
As I prophesied, there was a noise, and
behold, therewasanearthquake. Then the
bones came together, bone to its bone.

8 I saw, and, behold, there were sinews
on them, and flesh came up, and skin cov-
ered them above; but there was no breath
in them.

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the
wind, prophesy, son of man, and tell the
wind, ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Come from
the four winds, breath, and breathe on
these slain, that theymay live.” ’ ”

10So I prophesied as he commandedme,
and the breath came into them, and they
lived, andstoodupon their feet, anexceed-
ingly great army.

11Then he said tome, “Son ofman, these
bones are the whole house of Israel. Be-
hold, they say, ‘Ourbones aredriedup, and
our hope is lost. We are completely cut off.’

12 Therefore prophesy, and tell them,
‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Behold, I will
open your graves, and cause you to come
upout of your graves,mypeople; and Iwill
bring you into the land of Israel.

13Youwill know that I amYahweh,when
I have opened your graves and caused you
to come up out of your graves, my people.

14 I will put my Spirit in you, and you
will live. Then Iwill place you in your own
land; and you will know that I, Yahweh,

have spoken it and performed it,” says
Yahweh.’ ”

15Yahweh’s word came again tome, say-
ing,

16 “You, son of man, take one stick and
write on it, ‘For Judah, and for the children
of Israel his companions.’ Then take an-
other stick, andwrite on it, ‘For Joseph, the
stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of
Israel his companions.’

17Then join them for yourself to one an-
other into one stick, that theymay become
one in your hand.

18 “When the children of your people
speak to you, saying, ‘Won’t you show us
what youmean by these?’

19 tell them, ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Be-
hold, I will take the stick of Joseph, which
is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of
Israel his companions; and I will put them
with it, with the stick of Judah, and make
them one stick, and they will be one in my
hand.

20 The sticks on which you write will be
in your hand before their eyes.” ’

21 Say to them, ‘The Lord Yahweh says:
“Behold, I will take the children of Israel
from among the nations where they have
gone, and will gather them on every side,
and bring them into their own land.

22 I will make them one nation in the
land, on the mountains of Israel. One king
will beking to themall. Theywill no longer
be two nations. Theywon’t be divided into
two kingdoms anymore at all.

23 They won’t defile themselves any
more with their idols, nor with their de-
testable things, norwith any of their trans-
gressions; but I will save them out of all
their dwelling places in which they have
sinned, andwill cleanse them. So theywill
be my people, and I will be their God.

24 “ ‘ “My servant Davidwill be king over
them. They all will have one shepherd.
They will also walk in my ordinances and
observemy statutes, and do them.

25They will dwell in the land that I have
given to Jacob my servant, in which your
fathers lived. Theywill dwell therein, they,
and their children, and their children’s
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children, forever. David my servant will
be their prince forever.

26 Moreover I will make a covenant of
peace with them. It will be an everlasting
covenant with them. I will place them,
multiply them, and will set my sanctuary
among them forever more.

27My tent also will be with them. I will
be their God, and they will be my people.

28 The nations will know that I am Yah-
weh who sanctifies Israel, when my sanc-
tuary is among them forever more.” ’ ”

38
1Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, set your face toward Gog,

of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh,
Meshech, andTubal, andprophesy against
him,

3 and say, ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Be-
hold, I amagainst you, Gog, prince of Rosh,
Meshech, and Tubal.

4 I will turn you around, and put hooks
into your jaws, and I will bring you out,
with all your army, horses and horsemen,
all of them clothed in full armor, a great
company with buckler and shield, all of
them handling swords;

5 Persia, Cush, and Put with them, all of
themwith shield and helmet;

6 Gomer, and all his hordes; the house
of Togarmah in the uttermost parts of the
north, and all his hordes—even many peo-
ples with you.

7 “ ‘ “Be prepared, yes, prepare yourself,
you, and all your companies who are as-
sembled to you, and be a guard to them.

8 After many days you will be visited.
In the latter years you will come into the
land that is brought back from the sword,
that is gathered out of many peoples, on
themountains of Israel,whichhavebeena
continualwaste; but it is brought out of the
peoples and they will dwell securely, all of
them.

9 You will ascend. You will come like a
storm. You will be like a cloud to cover the
land, you and all your hordes, and many
peoples with you.”

10 “ ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “It will hap-
pen in that day that things will come into

your mind, and you will devise an evil
plan.

11 You will say, ‘I will go up to the land
of unwalled villages. I will go to those
who are at rest, who dwell securely, all of
them dwelling without walls, and having
neither bars nor gates,

12 to take the plunder and to take prey;
to turn your hand against thewaste places
that are inhabited, and against the peo-
ple who are gathered out of the nations,
who have gotten livestock and goods, who
dwell in themiddle of the earth.’

13 Sheba, Dedan, and the merchants of
Tarshish, with all its young lions, will ask
you, ‘Have you come to take the plunder?
Have youassembled your company to take
the prey, to carry away silver and gold,
to take away livestock and goods, to take
great plunder?’ ” ’

14 “Therefore, son of man, prophesy,
and tell Gog, ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “In
that day when my people Israel dwells se-
curely, will you not know it?

15 You will come from your place out of
the uttermost parts of the north, you, and
many peoples with you, all of them riding
on horses, a great company and a mighty
army.

16 You will come up against my people
Israel as a cloud to cover the land. It will
happen in the latter days that I will bring
you against my land, that the nations may
knowmewhen I am sanctified in you, Gog,
before their eyes.”

17 “ ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Are you he
ofwhomI spoke inold timebymyservants
the prophets of Israel, who prophesied in
those days for years that Iwould bring you
against them?

18 It will happen in that day, when Gog
comes against the land of Israel,” says the
LordYahweh, “thatmywrathwill comeup
into my nostrils.

19 For in my jealousy and in the fire of
mywrath I have spoken. Surely in that day
there will be a great shaking in the land of
Israel,

20 so that the fish of the sea, the birds
of the sky, the animals of the field, all
creeping things who creep on the earth,
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and all the men who are on the surface of
the earth will shake at my presence. Then
the mountains will be thrown down, the
steep places will fall, and every wall will
fall to the ground.

21 I will call for a sword against him to
all my mountains,” says the Lord Yahweh.
“Every man’s sword will be against his
brother.

22 I will enter into judgment with him
with pestilence and with blood. I will rain
on him, on his hordes, and on the many
peoples who arewith him, torrential rains
with great hailstones, fire, and sulfur.

23 I will magnifymyself and sanctifymy-
self, and I will make myself known in the
eyes ofmanynations. Then theywill know
that I am Yahweh.” ’

39
1 “You, son of man, prophesy against

Gog, and say, ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Be-
hold, I amagainst you, Gog, prince of Rosh,
Meshech, and Tubal.

2 I will turn you around, will lead you
on, and will cause you to come up from
the uttermost parts of the north; and I will
bring you onto themountains of Israel.

3 I will strike your bow out of your left
hand, and will cause your arrows to fall
out of your right hand.

4Youwill fall on themountains of Israel,
you, and all your hordes, and the peoples
who are with you. I will give you to the
ravenous birds of every sort and to the
animals of the field to be devoured.

5Youwill fall on the openfield, for I have
spoken it,” says the Lord Yahweh.

6 “I will send a fire on Magog and on
those who dwell securely in the islands.
Then they will know that I am Yahweh.

7 “ ‘ “I will make my holy name known
among my people Israel. I won’t allow my
holy name to be profaned anymore. Then
the nations will know that I am Yahweh,
the Holy One in Israel.

8 Behold, it comes, and it will be done,”
says the Lord Yahweh. “This is the day
about which I have spoken.

9 “ ‘ “Those who dwell in the cities of
Israel will go out andwill make fires of the
weapons and burn them, both the shields

and thebucklers, thebowsand thearrows,
and thewar clubs and the spears, and they
will make fires with them for seven years;

10 so that they will take no wood out
of the field, and not cut down any out of
the forests; for they will make fires with
the weapons. They will plunder those
who plundered them, and rob those who
robbed them,” says the Lord Yahweh.

11 “ ‘ “It will happen in that day, that I
will give to Gog a place for burial in Israel,
the valley of those who pass through on
the east of the sea; and it will stop those
who pass through. Theywill bury Gog and
all his multitude there, and they will call it
‘The valley of Hamon Gog’.

12 “ ‘ “The house of Israel will be bury-
ing them for seven months, that they may
cleanse the land.

13Yes, all the people of the landwill bury
them; and they will become famous in the
day that I will be glorified,” says the Lord
Yahweh.

14 “ ‘ “They will set apart men of contin-
ual employmentwhowill pass through the
land. Those who pass throughwill go with
those who bury those who remain on the
surface of the land, to cleanse it. After the
end of sevenmonths they will search.

15 Those who search through the land
will pass through; and when anyone sees
a man’s bone, then he will set up a sign by
it, until the undertakers have buried it in
the valley of Hamon Gog.

16 Hamonah will also be the name of a
city. Thus they will cleanse the land.” ’

17 “You, son of man, the Lord Yahweh
says: ‘Speak to the birds of every sort,
and to every animal of the field, “Assemble
yourselves, and come; gather yourselves
on every side tomy sacrifice that I sacrifice
foryou, evenagreat sacrificeon themoun-
tains of Israel, that you may eat meat and
drink blood.

18 You shall eat the flesh of the mighty,
and drink the blood of the princes of the
earth, of rams, of lambs, and of goats, of
bulls, all of them fatlings of Bashan.

19You shall eat fat until you are full, and
drink blood until you are drunk, of my
sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you.
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20 You shall be filled at my table with
horses and charioteers, with mighty men,
and with all men of war,” says the Lord
Yahweh.’

21 “I will setmy glory among the nations.
Then all the nations will see my judgment
that I have executed, and my hand that I
have laid on them.

22 So the house of Israel will know that I
am Yahweh their God, from that day and
forward.

23 The nations will know that the house
of Israel went into captivity for their iniq-
uity, because they trespassed against me,
and I hid my face from them; so I gave
them into the hand of their adversaries,
and they all fell by the sword.

24 I did to them according to their un-
cleanness and according to their trans-
gressions. I hid my face from them.

25 “Therefore the Lord Yahweh says:
‘Now I will reverse the captivity of Jacob
and have mercy on the whole house of
Israel. I will be jealous for my holy name.

26 They will forget their shame and all
their trespasses by which they have tres-
passed against me, when they dwell se-
curely in their land. No one will make
them afraid

27when I have brought them back from
the peoples, gathered them out of their
enemies’ lands, andamshownholy among
them in the sight of many nations.

28Theywill know that I amYahweh their
God, in that I caused them to go into captiv-
ity among the nations, and have gathered
them to their own land. Then I will leave
none of them captive anymore.

29 I won’t hide my face from them any
more, for I have poured out my Spirit on
thehouseof Israel,’ says theLordYahweh.”

40
1 In the twenty-fifth year of our captivity,

in the beginning of the year, in the tenth
day of the month, in the fourteenth year
after the city was struck, in the same day,

Yahweh’s handwas onme, andhe brought
me there.

2 In the visions of God he brought me
into the land of Israel, and set me down
on a very high mountain, on which was
something like the frame of a city to the
south.

3 He brought me there; and, behold,
there was a man whose appearance was
like the appearance of bronze, with a line
of flax in his hand and a measuring reed;
and he stood in the gate.

4 The man said to me, “Son of man, see
with your eyes, and hear with your ears,
and set your heart on all that I will show
you; for you have been brought here so
that I may show them to you. Declare all
that you see to the house of Israel.”

5Behold, there was awall on the outside
of the house all around, and in the man’s
hand a measuring reed six cubits† long,
of a cubit and a hand width each. So he
measured the thickness of the building,
one reed; and the height, one reed.

6 Then he came to the gate which looks
toward the east, and went up its steps. He
measured the threshold of the gate, one
reed wide; and the other threshold, one
reed wide.

7Every lodge was one reed long and one
reed wide. Between the lodges was five
cubits. The threshold of the gate by the
porchof thegate toward thehousewasone
reed.

8Hemeasured also the porch of the gate
toward the house, one reed.

9 Then he measured the porch of the
gate, eight cubits; and its posts, two cubits;
and the porch of the gate was toward the
house.

10 The side rooms of the gate eastward
were three on this side, and three on that
side. The three of them were of one mea-
sure. The posts had one measure on this
side and on that side.

11Hemeasured thewidth of the opening
of the gate, ten cubits; and the length of the
gate, thirteen cubits;

† 40:5 A normal cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches
or 46 centimeters. A handbreadth is about 4.3 inches or 11 centimeters, so the long cubit described here would be
about 22.3 inches or 57 centimeters long. Thus, a 6 long cubit measuring reed would have been about 3 yards 26.6
inches or about 3.42 meters long.
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12 and a border before the lodges, one
cubit on this side, and a border, one cubit
on that side; and the side rooms, six cubits
on this side, and six cubits on that side.

13Hemeasured the gate from the roof of
the one side room to the roof of the other,
a width of twenty-five cubits, door against
door.

14He also made posts, sixty cubits; and
the court reached to the posts, around the
gate.

15 From the forefront of the gate at
the entrance to the forefront of the inner
porch of the gate were fifty cubits.

16 There were closed windows to the
side rooms, and to their posts within the
gate all around, and likewise to the arches.
Windowswere around inward. Palm trees
were on each post.

17 Then he brought me into the outer
court. Behold, there were rooms and a
pavement made for the court all around.
Thirty rooms were on the pavement.

18 The pavement was by the side of the
gates, corresponding to the length of the
gates, even the lower pavement.

19Then hemeasured the width from the
forefront of the lower gate to the forefront
of the inner court outside, one hundred
cubits, both on the east and on the north.

20 He measured the length and width
of the gate of the outer court which faces
toward the north.

21The lodges of it were three on this side
and three on that side. Its posts and its
arches were the same as the measure of
the first gate: its length was fifty cubits,
and the width twenty-five cubits.

22 Its windows, its arches, and its palm
trees were the same as the measure of the
gate which faces toward the east. They
went up to it by seven steps. Its arches
were before them.

23 There was a gate to the inner court
facing the other gate, on the north and on
the east. Hemeasured one hundred cubits
from gate to gate.

24 He led me toward the south; and be-
hold, therewasagate toward the south. He
measured its posts and its arches accord-
ing to these measurements.

25 There were windows in it and in its
arches all around, like the other windows:

the length was fifty cubits, and the width
twenty-five cubits.

26 There were seven steps to go up to it,
and its arches were before them. It had
palm trees, one on this side, and another
on that side, on its posts.

27 There was a gate to the inner court
toward the south. He measured one hun-
dred cubits from gate to gate toward the
south.

28Then he broughtme to the inner court
by the south gate. He measured the south
gate according to these measurements;

29with its lodges, its posts, and its arches,
according to these measurements. There
were windows in it and in its arches all
around. It was fifty cubits long, and
twenty-five cubits wide.

30Therewere arches all around, twenty-
five cubits long and five cubits wide.

31 Its archeswere toward theouter court.
Palm trees were on its posts. The ascent to
it had eight steps.

32 He brought me into the inner court
toward the east. He measured the gate
according to these measurements;

33with its lodges, its posts, and its arches,
according to these measurements. There
were windows in it and in its arches all
around. It was fifty cubits long, and
twenty-five cubits wide.

34 Its archeswere toward theouter court.
Palm trees were on its posts on this side
and on that side. The ascent to it had eight
steps.

35He brought me to the north gate, and
he measured it according to these mea-
surements—

36 its lodges, its posts, and its arches.
There were windows in it all around.
The length was fifty cubits and the width
twenty-five cubits.

37 Its posts were toward the outer court.
Palm trees were on its posts on this side
and on that side. The ascent to it had eight
steps.

38A room with its door was by the posts
at the gates. They washed the burnt offer-
ing there.

39 In the porch of the gate were two ta-
bleson this sideand two tableson that side,
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on which to kill the burnt offering, the sin
offering, and the trespass offering.

40On the one side outside, as one goes up
to the entry of the gate toward the north,
were two tables; and on the other side,
which belonged to the porch of the gate,
were two tables.

41Four tableswere on this side, and four
tables on that side, by the side of the gate:
eight tables, onwhich they killed the sacri-
fices.

42 There were four cut stone tables for
the burnt offering, a cubit and a half long,
a cubit and a halfwide, and one cubit high.
They laid the instrumentswithwhich they
killed the burnt offering and the sacrifice
on them.

43 The hooks, a hand width long, were
fastened within all around. The meat of
the offering was on the tables.

44Outside of the inner gate were rooms
for the singers in the inner court, which
was at the side of the north gate. They
faced toward the south. One at the side of
the east gate faced toward the north.

45He said tome, “This room,which faces
toward the south, is for the priests who
perform the duty of the house.

46 The room which faces toward the
north is for the priests who perform the
duty of the altar. These are the sons of
Zadok, who from among the sons of Levi
come near to Yahweh tominister to him.”

47He measured the court, one hundred
cubits long and one hundred cubits wide,
square. The altar was before the house.

48 Then he brought me to the porch of
the house, and measured each post of the
porch, five cubits on this side, and five
cubits on that side. The width of the gate
was three cubits on this side and three
cubits on that side.

49 The length of the porch was twenty
cubits and thewidth eleven cubits, evenby
the stepsbywhich theywentup to it. There
were pillars by the posts, one on this side,
and another on that side.

41
1 He brought me to the nave and mea-

sured the posts, six cubits wide on the one

side and six cubits wide on the other side,
which was the width of the tent.

2 The width of the entrance was ten cu-
bits,† and the sides of the entrance were
five cubits on the one side, and five cubits
on the other side. He measured its length,
forty cubits, and the width, twenty cubits.

3 Then he went inward and measured
each post of the entrance, two cubits; and
the entrance, six cubits; and the width of
the entrance, seven cubits.

4He measured its length, twenty cubits,
and the width, twenty cubits, before the
nave. He said to me, “This is the most holy
place.”

5 Then he measured the wall of the
house, six cubits; and the width of ev-
ery side room, four cubits, all around the
house on every side.

6 The side rooms were in three stories,
one over another, and thirty in each story.
They entered into thewallwhich belonged
to the house for the side rooms all around,
that they might be supported and not pen-
etrate the wall of the house.

7 The side rooms were wider on the
higher levels, because the walls were nar-
rower at the higher levels. Therefore the
width of the house increased upward; and
so onewent up from the lowest level to the
highest through themiddle level.

8 I saw also that the house had a raised
base all around. The foundations of the
side rooms were a full reed of six great
cubits.

9 The thickness of the outer wall of the
side roomswasfivecubits. Thatwhichwas
left was the place of the side rooms that
belonged to the house.

10 Between the rooms was a width of
twenty cubits around the house on every
side.

11 The doors of the side rooms were
toward an open area that was left, one
door toward the north, and another door
toward the south. The width of the open
area was five cubits all around.

12The building that was before the sepa-
rate place at the side toward the west was
seventy cubits wide; and the wall of the
building was five cubits thick all around,
and its length ninety cubits.

† 41:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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13 So he measured the temple, one hun-
dred cubits long; and the separate place,
and the building, with its walls, one hun-
dred cubits long;

14also thewidthof the faceof the temple,
and of the separate place toward the east,
one hundred cubits.

15 He measured the length of the build-
ing before the separate placewhichwas at
its back, and its galleries on the one side
and on the other side, one hundred cubits
from the inner temple, and the porches of
the court,

16 the thresholds, and the closed win-
dows, and the galleries around on their
three stories, opposite the threshold, with
wood ceilings all around, and from the
ground up to the windows, (now the win-
dows were covered),

17 to the space above the door, even to
the inner house, and outside, and by all
the wall all around inside and outside, by
measure.

18 It was made with cherubim and palm
trees. A palm tree was between cherub
and cherub, and every cherub had two
faces,

19 so that there was the face of a man
toward the palm tree on the one side, and
the face of a young lion toward the palm
tree on the other side. Itwasmade like this
through all the house all around.

20 Cherubim and palm trees were made
from the ground to above the door. The
wall of the temple was like this.

21 The door posts of the nave were
squared. As for the face of the nave, its
appearance was as the appearance of the
temple.

22 The altar was of wood, three cubits
high, and its length two cubits. Its corners,
its base, and its walls were of wood. He
said to me, “This is the table that is before
Yahweh.”

23The temple and the sanctuary had two
doors.

24 The doors had two leaves each, two
turning leaves: two for the one door, and
two leaves for the other.

25 There were made on them, on the
doors of the nave, cherubim and palm
trees, like those made on the walls. There
was a threshold of wood on the face of the
porch outside.

26There were closed windows and palm
trees on the one side and on the other
side, on the sides of the porch. This is
how the side rooms of the temple and the
thresholds were arranged.

42
1 Then he brought me out into the outer

court, the way toward the north. Then
he brought me into the room that was op-
posite the separate place, and which was
opposite the building toward the north.

2 Facing the length of one hundred cu-
bits† was the north door, and the width
was fifty cubits.

3 Opposite the twenty cubits which be-
longed to the inner court, and opposite
the pavement which belonged to the outer
court, was gallery against gallery in the
three stories.

4 Before the rooms was a walk of ten
cubits’ width inward, a way of one cubit;
and their doors were toward the north.

5Now the upper roomswere shorter; for
the galleries took away from these more
than from the lower and the middle in the
building.

6 For they were in three stories, and
they didn’t have pillars as the pillars of the
courts. Therefore the uppermost was set
back more than the lowest and the middle
from the ground.

7Thewall that was outside by the side of
the rooms, toward the outer court before
the rooms, was fifty cubits long.

8 For the length of the rooms that were
in the outer court was fifty cubits. Behold,
those facing the temple were one hundred
cubits.

9From under these roomswas the entry
on theeast side, as onegoes into themfrom
the outer court.

10 In the thickness of thewall of the court
toward the east, before the separate place,
andbefore thebuilding, therewere rooms.

† 42:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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11 The way before them was like the ap-
pearance of the roomswhichwere toward
the north. Their length and width were
the same. All their exits had the same
arrangement and doors.

12 Like the doors of the rooms that were
toward the south was a door at the head
of the way, even the way directly before
thewall toward the east, as one enters into
them.

13Then he said to me, “The north rooms
and the south rooms, which are opposite
the separate place, are the holy rooms,
where the priests who are near to Yahweh
shall eat the most holy things. There they
shall lay the most holy things, with the
meal offering, the sin offering, and the
trespass offering; for the place is holy.

14 When the priests enter in, then they
shall not go out of the holy place into the
outer court until they lay their garments
in which they minister there; for they are
holy. Then they shall put on other gar-
ments, and shall approach that which is
for the people.”

15Nowwhen he had finishedmeasuring
the inner house, he brought me out by the
way of the gate which faces toward the
east, andmeasured it all around.

16Hemeasured on the east side with the
measuring reed five hundred reeds, with
themeasuring reed all around.

17 He measured on the north side five
hundred reedswith themeasuring reedall
around.

18 He measured on the south side five
hundred reeds with themeasuring reed.

19 He turned about to the west side,
andmeasuredfivehundred reedswith the
measuring reed.

20 He measured it on the four sides. It
had a wall around it, the length five hun-
dred cubits, and the width five hundred
cubits, to make a separation between that
which was holy and that which was com-
mon.

43
1 Afterward he brought me to the gate,

even the gate that looks toward the east.
2 Behold, the glory of the God of Israel

came from the way of the east. His voice

was like the soundofmanywaters; and the
earth was illuminated with his glory.

3 It was like the appearance of the vision
which I saw, even according to the vision
that I saw when I came to destroy the city;
and the visions were like the vision that I
saw by the river Chebar; and I fell on my
face.

4Yahweh’s glory came into the house by
theway of the gatewhich faces toward the
east.

5 The Spirit took me up and brought me
into the inner court; and behold, Yahweh’s
glory filled the house.

6 I heard one speaking to me out of the
house, and aman stood byme.

7He said to me, “Son of man, this is the
place of my throne and the place of the
soles of my feet, where I will dwell among
the children of Israel forever. The house
of Israelwill nomore defilemyholy name,
neither they nor their kings, by their pros-
titution and by the dead bodies of their
kings in their high places;

8 in their setting of their threshold by
my threshold and their door post beside
my door post. There was a wall between
me and them; and they have defiled my
holy name by their abominations which
they have committed. Therefore I have
consumed them inmy anger.

9Now let them put away their prostitu-
tion, and the dead bodies of their kings far
from me. Then I will dwell among them
forever.

10 “You, son of man, show the house
to the house of Israel, that they may be
ashamed of their iniquities; and let them
measure the pattern.

11 If they are ashamed of all that they
have done, make known to them the form
of the house, its fashion, its exits, its en-
trances, its structure, all its ordinances, all
its forms, and all its laws; and write it in
their sight, that they may keep the whole
form of it, and all its ordinances, and do
them.

12 “This is the law of the house. On
the top of the mountain the whole limit
around it shall be most holy. Behold, this
is the law of the house.
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13 “These are the measurements of the
altar by cubits (the cubit† is a cubit and
a hand width): the bottom shall be a cu-
bit, and the width a cubit, and its border
around its edge a span;‡ and this shall be
the base of the altar.

14 From the bottom on the ground to the
lower ledge shall be two cubits, and the
width one cubit; and from the lesser ledge
to the greater ledge shall be four cubits,
and the width a cubit.

15 The upper altar shall be four cubits;
and from the altar hearth and upward
there shall be four horns.

16The altar hearth shall be twelve cubits
long by twelve wide, square in its four
sides.

17The ledge shall be fourteen cubits long
by fourteen wide in its four sides; and the
border about it shall be half a cubit; and
its bottom shall be a cubit around; and its
steps shall look toward the east.”

18He said to me, “Son of man, the Lord
Yahweh says: ‘These are the ordinances of
the altar in the day when they make it, to
offer burnt offerings on it, and to sprinkle
blood on it.

19 You shall give to the Levitical priests
who are of the offspring of Zadok, who
are near to me, to minister to me,’ says
the Lord Yahweh, ‘a young bull for a sin
offering.

20 You shall take of its blood and put it
on its four horns, and on the four corners
of the ledge, and on the border all around.
You shall cleanse it and make atonement
for it that way.

21 You shall also take the bull of the sin
offering, and it shall be burned in the ap-
pointed place of the house, outside of the
sanctuary.

22 “On the second day you shall offer a
male goatwithout defect for a sin offering;
and they shall cleanse the altar, as they
cleansed it with the bull.

23When you have finished cleansing it,
you shall offer a young bull without defect
and a ram out of the flock without defect.

24 You shall bring them near to Yahweh,
and the priests shall cast salt on them,
and they shall offer them up for a burnt
offering to Yahweh.

25 “Seven days you shall prepare every
dayagoat for a sinoffering. They shall also
prepare a young bull and a ram out of the
flock, without defect.

26Sevendays shall theymakeatonement
for the altar and purify it. So shall they
consecrate it.

27 When they have accomplished the
days, it shall be that on the eighth day
and onward, the priests shall make your
burntofferingson thealtar andyourpeace
offerings. Then I will accept you,’ says the
Lord Yahweh.”

44
1 Then he brought me back by the way

of the outer gate of the sanctuary, which
looks toward the east; and it was shut.

2 Yahweh said to me, “This gate shall be
shut. It shall not be opened, no man shall
enter inby it; forYahweh, theGodof Israel,
has entered in by it. Therefore it shall be
shut.

3 As for the prince, he shall sit in it as
prince to eat bread before Yahweh. He
shall enter by the way of the porch of the
gate, and shall go out the sameway.”

4 Then he brought me by the way of
the north gate before the house; and I
looked, and behold, Yahweh’s glory filled
Yahweh’s house; so I fell onmy face.

5Yahweh said to me, “Son of man, mark
well, and seewithyour eyes, andhearwith
your ears all that I tell you concerning all
the ordinances of Yahweh’s house and all
its laws; andmarkwell the entrance of the
house, with every exit of the sanctuary.

6 You shall tell the rebellious, even the
house of Israel, ‘The Lord Yahweh says:
“You house of Israel, let that be enough of
all your abominations,

7 in that you have brought in foreign-
ers, uncircumcised inheart anduncircum-
cised in flesh, to be in my sanctuary, to

† 43:13Anormal cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches
or 46 centimeters. A hand width is about 4.3 inches or 11 cm. ‡ 43:13 A span is the length from the tip of a man’s
thumb to the tip of his little finger when his hand is stretched out (about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.)
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profane it, evenmy house, when you offer
my bread, the fat and the blood; and they
have broken my covenant, to add to all
your abominations.

8You have not performed the duty ofmy
holy things; but youhave set performersof
my duty inmy sanctuary for yourselves.”

9 The Lord Yahweh says, “No foreigner,
uncircumcised in heart and uncircum-
cised in flesh, shall enter into my sanctu-
ary, of any foreigners who are among the
children of Israel.

10 “ ‘ “But the Levites who went far from
me when Israel went astray, who went
astray from me after their idols, they will
bear their iniquity.

11Yet they shall beministers inmy sanc-
tuary, having oversight at the gates of the
house, and ministering in the house. They
shall kill the burnt offering and the sac-
rifice for the people, and they shall stand
before them tominister to them.

12 Because they ministered to them be-
fore their idols, and became a stumbling
block of iniquity to the house of Israel,
therefore I have lifted upmy hand against
them,” says the Lord Yahweh, “and they
will bear their iniquity.

13 They shall not come near to me, to
execute the office of priest to me, nor to
come near to any of my holy things, to the
things that are most holy; but they will
bear their shame and their abominations
which they have committed.

14Yet Iwillmake themperformers of the
duty of the house, for all its service and for
all that will be done therein.

15 “ ‘ “But the Levitical priests, the sons
of Zadok, who performed the duty of my
sanctuarywhen thechildrenof Israelwent
astray from me, shall come near to me to
minister tome. They shall standbeforeme
to offer to me the fat and the blood,” says
the Lord Yahweh.

16 “They shall enter into my sanctuary,
and they shall come near to my table, to
minister to me, and they shall keep my
instruction.

17 “ ‘ “It will be that when they enter in
at the gates of the inner court, they shall
be clothed with linen garments. No wool

shall come on themwhile they minister in
the gates of the inner court, and within.

18They shall have linen turbans on their
heads, and shall have linen trousers on
their waists. They shall not clothe them-
selves with anything that makes them
sweat.

19When they go out into the outer court,
even into the outer court to the people,
they shall put off their garments in which
they minister and lay them in the holy
rooms. They shall put on other garments,
that they not sanctify the peoplewith their
garments.

20“ ‘ “Theyshallnot shave theirheads, or
allow their locks to grow long. They shall
only cut off the hair of their heads.

21 None of the priests shall drink wine
when they enter into the inner court.

22 They shall not take for their wives a
widow, or her who is put away; but they
shall take virgins of the offspring of the
house of Israel, or a widow who is the
widow of a priest.

23 They shall teach my people the differ-
ence between the holy and the common,
and cause them to discern between the
unclean and the clean.

24 “ ‘ “In a controversy they shall stand
to judge. They shall judge it according to
my ordinances. They shall keep my laws
andmy statutes in all my appointed feasts.
They shall makemy Sabbaths holy.

25 “ ‘ “They shall go in to no dead person
to defile themselves; but for father, or for
mother, or for son, or for daughter, for
brother, or for sister who has had no hus-
band, theymay defile themselves.

26After he is cleansed, they shall reckon
to him seven days.

27 In the day that he goes into the sanctu-
ary, into the inner court, to minister in the
sanctuary, he shall offer his sin offering,”
says the Lord Yahweh.

28 “ ‘They shall have an inheritance: I
am their inheritance; and you shall give
them no possession in Israel. I am their
possession.

29 They shall eat the meal offering, and
the sin offering, and the trespass offering;
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and every devoted thing in Israel shall be
theirs.

30 The first of all the first fruits of every
thing, and every offering of everything, of
all your offerings, shall be for the priest.
You shall also give to the priests the first of
your dough, to cause a blessing to rest on
your house.

31 The priests shall not eat of anything
that dies of itself or is torn, whether it is
bird or animal.

45
1 “ ‘ “Moreover, when you divide by lot

the land for inheritance, you shall offer
an offering to Yahweh, a holy portion of
the land. The length shall be the length of
twenty-five thousand reeds, and thewidth
shall be ten thousand. It shall be holy in all
its border all around.

2 Of this there shall be a five hundred
by five hundred square for the holy place,
and fifty cubits† for its pasture lands all
around.

3 Of this measure you shall measure
a length of twenty-five thousand, and a
width of ten thousand. In it shall be the
sanctuary, which is most holy.

4 It is aholyportionof the land; it shall be
for the priests, the ministers of the sanctu-
ary, who comenear tominister to Yahweh.
It shall be a place for their houses and a
holy place for the sanctuary.

5 Twenty-five thousand cubits in length
and ten thousand in width shall be for
the Levites, the ministers of the house, as
a possession for themselves, for twenty
rooms.

6 “ ‘ “You shall appoint the possession
of the city five thousand cubits wide and
twenty-five thousand long, side by side
with the offering of the holy portion. It
shall be for the whole house of Israel.

7 “ ‘ “What is for the prince shall be on
the one side and on the other side of the
holy allotment and of the possession of the
city, in front of the holy allotment and in

front of the possession of the city, on the
west side westward, and on the east side
eastward, and in length corresponding to
one of the portions, from the west border
to the east border.

8 In the land it shall be to him for a pos-
session in Israel. My princes shall nomore
oppress my people, but they shall give the
land to the house of Israel according to
their tribes.”

9 “ ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “Enough
you, princes of Israel! Remove violence
and plunder, and execute justice and righ-
teousness! Stop dispossessingmy people!”
says the Lord Yahweh.

10 “You shall have just balances, a just
ephah,‡ and a just bath.

11The ephah and the bath shall be of one
measure, that the bath may contain one
tenth of a homer,§ and the ephahone tenth
of a homer. Its measure shall be the same
as the homer.

12 The shekel† shall be twenty gerahs.‡
Twenty shekels plus twenty-five shekels
plus fifteen shekels shall be yourmina.§

13 “ ‘ “This is the offering that you shall
offer: the sixth part of an ephah from a
homer of wheat, and you shall give the
sixth part of an ephah from a homer of
barley,

14and the set portion of oil, of the bath of
oil, one tenth of a bath out of the cor, which
is ten baths, even a homer (for ten baths
are a homer),†

15 and one lamb of the flock out of two
hundred, from the well-watered pastures
of Israel—for a meal offering, for a burnt
offering, and for peace offerings, to make
atonement for them,” says the Lord Yah-
weh.

16 “All the people of the land shall give to
this offering for the prince in Israel.

17 It shall be the prince’s part to give the
burnt offerings, the meal offerings, and
the drink offerings, in the feasts, and on
the new moons, and on the Sabbaths, in

† 45:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. ‡ 45:10 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel § 45:11 1 homer is about 220 liters or 6
bushels † 45:12A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. ‡ 45:12 a gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7
grains § 45:12 A mina is about 600 grams or 1.3 U. S. pounds. † 45:14 1 cor is the same as 1 homer in volume,
and is about 211 liters, 55.9 gallons, or 6 bushels. 1 bath is about 21.1 liters, 5.59 gallons, or 2.4 pecks.
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all the appointed feasts of the house of
Israel. He shall prepare the sin offering,
the meal offering, the burnt offering, and
thepeace offerings, tomakeatonement for
the house of Israel.”

18 “ ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “In the first
month, on the first day of the month, you
shall take a young bull without defect, and
you shall cleanse the sanctuary.

19The priest shall take of the blood of the
sin offering and put it on the door posts of
the house, and on the four corners of the
ledge of the altar, and on the posts of the
gate of the inner court.

20 So you shall do on the seventh day
of the month for everyone who errs, and
for him who is simple. So you shall make
atonement for the house.

21 “ ‘ “In the first month, on the four-
teenth day of the month, you shall have
the Passover, a feast of seven days; unleav-
ened bread shall be eaten.

22 On that day the prince shall prepare
for himself and for all the people of the
land a bull for a sin offering.

23 The seven days of the feast he shall
prepare a burnt offering to Yahweh, seven
bulls and seven rams without defect daily
the seven days; and amale goat daily for a
sin offering.

24 He shall prepare a meal offering, an
ephah‡ for a bull, an ephah for a ram, and
a hin§ of oil to an ephah.

25 “ ‘ “In the seventh month, on the fif-
teenth day of the month, during the feast,
he shall do like that for seven days. He
shall make the same provision for sin of-
fering, the burnt offering, the meal offer-
ing, and the oil.”

46
1 “ ‘The Lord Yahweh says: “The gate of

the inner court that looks toward the east
shall be shut the six working days; but on
the Sabbath day it shall be opened, and on
thedayof thenewmoon it shall be opened.

2The prince shall enter by theway of the
porch of the gate outside, and shall stand

by the post of the gate; and the priests
shall prepare his burnt offering and his
peace offerings, and he shall worship at
the threshold of the gate. Then he shall go
out, but the gate shall not be shut until the
evening.

3The people of the land shall worship at
the door of that gate before Yahweh on the
Sabbaths and on the newmoons.

4The burnt offering that the prince shall
offer to Yahweh shall be on the Sabbath
day, six lambs without defect and a ram
without defect;

5and themeal offering shall be an ephah
for the ram, and the meal offering for the
lambs as he is able to give, and a hin† of oil
to an ephah.‡

6On the day of the new moon it shall be
a young bullwithout defect, six lambs, and
a ram. They shall be without defect.

7 He shall prepare a meal offering: an
ephah for the bull, and an ephah for the
ram, and for the lambs according as he is
able, and a hin of oil to an ephah.

8When the prince enters, he shall go in
by the way of the porch of the gate, and he
shall go out by its way.

9 “ ‘ “But when the people of the land
come before Yahweh in the appointed
feasts, he who enters by the way of the
north gate to worship shall go out by the
way of the south gate; and he who enters
by the way of the south gate shall go out
by the way of the north gate. He shall not
return by the way of the gate by which he
came in, but shall go out straight before
him.

10The prince shall go inwith themwhen
they go in. When they go out, he shall go
out.

11 “ ‘ “In the feasts and in the appointed
holidays, the meal offering shall be an
ephah§ for a bull, and an ephah for a ram,
and for the lambs as he is able to give, and
a hin of oil to an ephah.

12When the prince prepares a free will
offering, a burnt offering or peace offer-
ings as a free will offering to Yahweh, one

‡ 45:24 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel § 45:24 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons. † 46:5
A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons. ‡ 46:5 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel § 46:11 1 ephah
is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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shall open for him the gate that looks to-
ward the east; and he shall prepare his
burnt offering and his peace offerings, as
he does on the Sabbath day. Then he shall
go out; and after his going out one shall
shut the gate.

13 “ ‘ “You shall prepare a lamb a year
old without defect for a burnt offering to
Yahweh daily. Morning by morning you
shall prepare it.

14You shall prepare ameal offeringwith
itmorning bymorning, the sixth part of an
ephah,† and the third part of a hin of oil
to moisten the fine flour; a meal offering
to Yahweh continually by a perpetual ordi-
nance.

15 Thus they shall prepare the lamb, the
meal offering, and the oil, morning by
morning, for a continual burnt offering.”

16“ ‘TheLordYahwehsays: “If theprince
gives a gift to any of his sons, it is his
inheritance. It shall belong to his sons. It
is their possession by inheritance.

17But if he gives of his inheritance a gift
to one of his servants, it shall be his to the
year of liberty; then it shall return to the
prince; but as for his inheritance, it shall
be for his sons.

18Moreover the prince shall not take of
the people’s inheritance, to thrust them
outof their possession. He shall give inher-
itance tohis sonsoutofhisownpossession,
that my people not each be scattered from
his possession.” ’ ”

19 Then he brought me through the en-
try, which was at the side of the gate,
into the holy rooms for the priests, which
looked toward the north. Behold, there
was a place on the back part westward.

20He said tome, “This is the placewhere
the priests shall boil the trespass offering
and the sin offering, and where they shall
bake themeal offering, that they not bring
them out into the outer court, to sanctify
the people.”

21Then he broughtme out into the outer
court and caused me to pass by the four

corners of the court; and behold, in every
corner of the court there was a court.

22 In the four corners of the court there
were courts enclosed, forty cubits‡ long
and thirty wide. These four in the corners
were the same size.

23 There was a wall around in them,
around the four, and boiling places were
made under the walls all around.

24 Then he said to me, “These are the
boiling houses, where the ministers of the
house shall boil the sacrificeof thepeople.”

47
1 He brought me back to the door of

the temple; and behold, waters flowed out
from under the threshold of the temple
eastward, for the front of the temple faced
toward the east. The waters came down
from underneath, from the right side of
the temple, on the south of the altar.

2 Then he brought me out by the way of
the gate northward, and ledme around by
the way outside to the outer gate, by the
way of the gate that looks toward the east.
Behold, waters ran out on the right side.

3When themanwent out eastwardwith
the line in his hand, he measured one
thousandcubits,† andhe causedme topass
through the waters, waters that were to
the ankles.

4Again he measured one thousand, and
caused me to pass through the waters,
waters that were to the knees. Again he
measured one thousand, and causedme to
pass throughwaters thatwere to thewaist.

5Afterward hemeasured one thousand;
and it was a river that I could not pass
through, for the waters had risen, waters
to swim in, a river that couldnot bewalked
through.

6 He said to me, “Son of man, have you
seen this?”
Then he brought me and caused me to

return to the bank of the river.
7 Now when I had returned, behold, on

the bank of the riverwere verymany trees
on the one side and on the other.

† 46:14 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 46:22 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle
finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters. † 47:3 A cubit is the length from the tip
of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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8Then he said to me, “These waters flow
out toward the eastern region and will go
down into the Arabah. Then they will go
toward the sea and flow into the seawhich
will be made to flow out; and the waters
will be healed.

9 It will happen that every living crea-
ture which swarms, in every place where
the rivers come, will live. Then there will
be a very great multitude of fish; for these
waters have come there, and thewaters of
the sea will be healed, and everything will
live wherever the river comes.

10 It will happen that fishermen will
stand by it. From En Gedi even to En
Eglaim will be a place for the spreading of
nets. Their fish will be after their kinds, as
the fish of the great sea, exceedinglymany.

11 But its swamps and marshes will not
be healed. They will be given up to salt.

12By the river banks, on both sides, will
grow every tree for food, whose leaf won’t
wither, neitherwill its fruit fail. It will pro-
duce new fruit every month, because its
waters issue out of the sanctuary. Its fruit
will be for food, and its leaf for healing.”

13 The Lord Yahweh says: “This shall
be the border by which you shall divide
the land for inheritance according to the
twelve tribes of Israel. Joseph shall have
two portions.

14 You shall inherit it, one as well as an-
other; for I swore to give it to your fathers.
This land will fall to you for inheritance.

15 “This shall be the border of the land:
“On the north side, from the great sea,

by the way of Hethlon, to the entrance of
Zedad;

16 Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim (which
is between the border of Damascus and
the border of Hamath), to Hazer Hatticon,
which is by the border of Hauran.

17Theborder fromthe sea shall beHazar
Enon at the border of Damascus; and
on the north northward is the border of
Hamath. This is the north side.

18 “The east side, between Hauran, Dam-
ascus, Gilead, and the land of Israel, shall
be the Jordan; from thenorthborder to the
east sea you shall measure. This is the east
side.

19 “The south side southward shall be
from Tamar as far as the waters of Meri-
both Kadesh, to the brook, to the great sea.
This is the south side southward.

20 “The west side shall be the great sea,
from the south border as far as opposite
the entrance of Hamath. This is the west
side.

21 “So you shall divide this land to your-
selves according to the tribes of Israel.

22 You shall divide it by lot for an in-
heritance to you and to the aliens who
live among you, who will father children
among you. Then they shall be to you
as the native-born among the children of
Israel. They shall have inheritance with
you among the tribes of Israel.

23 In whatever tribe the stranger lives,
there you shall give him his inheritance,”
says the Lord Yahweh.

48
1 “Now these are the names of the tribes:

From the north end, beside the way of
Hethlon to the entrance of Hamath, Hazar
Enan at the border of Damascus, north-
ward beside Hamath (and they shall have
their sides east and west), Dan, one por-
tion.

2 “By the border of Dan, from the east
side to the west side, Asher, one portion.

3 “By the border of Asher, from the east
side even to the west side, Naphtali, one
portion.

4 “By the border of Naphtali, from the
east side to the west side, Manasseh, one
portion.

5 “By the border of Manasseh, from the
east side to the west side, Ephraim, one
portion.

6 “By the border of Ephraim, from the
east side even to thewest side, Reuben, one
portion.

7 “By the border of Reuben, from the east
side to the west side, Judah, one portion.

8 “By the border of Judah, from the east
side to the west side, shall be the offering
which you shall offer, twenty-five thou-
sand reeds in width, and in length as one
of the portions, from the east side to the
west side; and the sanctuary shall be in the
middle of it.
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9 “The offering that you shall offer to
Yahweh shall be twenty-five thousand
reeds in length, and ten thousand inwidth.

10 For these, even for the priests, shall
be the holy offering: toward the north
twenty-five thousand in length, and to-
ward the west ten thousand in width, and
toward the east ten thousand inwidth, and
toward the south twenty-five thousand in
length; and the sanctuary of Yahweh shall
be in themiddle of it.

11 It shall be for the priestswho are sanc-
tified of the sons of Zadok, who have kept
my instruction, who didn’t go astray when
the children of Israel went astray, as the
Levites went astray.

12 It shall be to theman offering from the
offering of the land, a most holy thing, by
the border of the Levites.

13 “Alongside the border of the priests,
the Levites shall have twenty-five thou-
sand cubits in length and ten thousand in
width. All the length shall be twenty-five
thousand, and the width ten thousand.

14They shall sell noneof it, nor exchange
it, nor shall the first fruits of the land be
alienated, for it is holy to Yahweh.

15 “The five thousand cubits that are left
in the width, in front of the twenty-five
thousand, shall be for commonuse, for the
city, for dwelling and for pasture lands;
and the city shall be in themiddle of it.

16 These shall be its measurements: the
north side four thousand and five hun-
dred, and the south side four thousandand
five hundred, and on the east side four
thousand and five hundred, and the west
side four thousand and five hundred.

17 The city shall have pasture lands: to-
ward the north two hundred fifty, and
toward the south two hundred fifty, and
toward the east two hundred fifty, and
toward the west two hundred fifty.

18Theremainderof the length, alongside
the holy offering, shall be ten thousand
eastwardand ten thousandwestward; and
it shall be alongside the holy offering. Its
increase shall be for food to those who
labor in the city.

19 Those who labor in the city, out of all
the tribes of Israel, shall cultivate it.

20 All the offering shall be a square of
twenty-five thousand by twenty-five thou-
sand. You shall offer it as a holy offering,
with the possession of the city.

21“Theremainder shall be for theprince,
on the one side andon the other of the holy
offering and of the possession of the city;
in front of the twenty-five thousand of the
offering toward the east border, and west-
ward in front of the twenty-five thousand
toward thewest border, alongside the por-
tions, it shall be for the prince. The holy
offering and the sanctuary of the house
shall be in themiddle of it.

22Moreover, from the possession of the
Levites, and from the possession of the
city, being in the middle of that which is
the prince’s, between the border of Judah
and the border of Benjamin, shall be for
the prince.

23 “As for the rest of the tribes: from the
east side to the west side, Benjamin, one
portion.

24 “By the border of Benjamin, from the
east side to the west side, Simeon, one
portion.

25 “By the border of Simeon, from the
east side to the west side, Issachar, one
portion.

26 “By the border of Issachar, from the
east side to the west side, Zebulun, one
portion.

27 “By the border of Zebulun, from the
east side to thewest side, Gad, one portion.

28“By theborder ofGad, at the south side
southward, the border shall be even from
Tamar to the waters of Meribath Kadesh,
to the brook, to the great sea.

29“This is the landwhichyoushall divide
by lot to the tribes of Israel for inheritance,
and these are their several portions, says
the Lord Yahweh.

30 “These are the exits of the city: On
the north side four thousand five hundred
reeds bymeasure;

31and thegatesof thecity shall benamed
after the tribes of Israel, three gates north-
ward: the gate of Reuben, one; the gate of
Judah, one; the gate of Levi, one.

32 “At the east side four thousand five
hundred reeds, and three gates: even the
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gate of Joseph, one; the gate of Benjamin,
one; the gate of Dan, one.

33 “At the south side four thousand five
hundred reeds by measure, and three
gates: the gate of Simeon, one; the gate of
Issachar, one; the gate of Zebulun, one.

34 “At the west side four thousand five
hundred reeds, with their three gates: the
gate of Gad, one; the gate of Asher, one; the
gate of Naphtali, one.

35 “It shall be eighteen thousand reeds in
circumference; and the name of the city
from that day shall be, ‘Yahweh is there.’
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The Book of
Daniel

1 In the third year of the reign of Je-
hoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and
besieged it.

2TheLord† gave Jehoiakimkingof Judah
into his hand, with some of the vessels of
the house of God;‡ and he carried them
into the land of Shinar to the house of
his god. He brought the vessels into the
treasure house of his god.

3Theking spoke toAshpenaz, themaster
of his eunuchs, that he should bring in
some of the children of Israel, even of the
royal offspring§ and of the nobles:

4 youths in whom was no defect, but
well-favored, skillful in all wisdom, en-
dowed with knowledge, understanding
science, andwhohad the ability to stand in
the king’s palace; and that he should teach
them the learning and the language of the
Chaldeans.

5 The king appointed for them a daily
portion of the king’s delicacies and of the
winewhichhe drank, and that they should
be nourished three years, that at its end
they should stand before the king.

6Now among these of the children of Ju-
dah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah.

7 The prince of the eunuchs gave names
to them: to Daniel he gave the name
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to
Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-
nego.

8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that
hewould not defile himself with the king’s
delicacies, nor with the wine which he
drank. Therefore he requested of the
prince of the eunuchs that he might not
defile himself.

9 Now God made Daniel find kindness
and compassion in the sight of the prince
of the eunuchs.

10 The prince of the eunuchs said to
Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who has

appointed your food and your drink. For
why should he see your faces worse look-
ing than the youths who are of your own
age? Then you would endanger my head
with the king.”

11ThenDaniel said to the stewardwhom
the prince of the eunuchs had appointed
over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah:

12 “Test your servants, I beg you, ten
days; and let themgive us vegetables to eat
and water to drink.

13Then let our faces be examined before
you, and the face of the youths who eat of
the king’s delicacies; and as you see, deal
with your servants.”

14 So he listened to them in this matter,
and tested them for ten days.

15 At the end of ten days, their faces ap-
peared fairer and they were fatter in flesh
than all the youths who ate of the king’s
delicacies.

16So the steward took away their delica-
cies and the wine that they were given to
drink, and gave them vegetables.

17Nowas for these fouryouths, Godgave
them knowledge and skill in all learning
and wisdom; and Daniel had understand-
ing in all visions and dreams.

18At the end of the days which the king
had appointed for bringing them in, the
prince of the eunuchs brought them in
before Nebuchadnezzar.

19The king talkedwith them; and among
them all was found no one like Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. There-
fore they stood before the king.

20 In every matter of wisdom and un-
derstanding concerning which the king
inquired of them, he found them ten
times better than all the magicians and
enchanters whowere in all his realm.

21Daniel continued even to the first year
of King Cyrus.

2
1 In the second year of the reign of Neb-

uchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed
dreams; and his spirit was troubled, and
his sleep went from him.

† 1:2Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 1:2TheHebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:3
or, seed
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2Then the king commanded that thema-
gicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers, and
the Chaldeans be called to tell the king his
dreams. So they came in and stood before
the king.

3The king said to them, “I have dreamed
a dream, andmy spirit is troubled to know
the dream.”

4Then theChaldeans spoke to the king in
the Syrian language, “O king, live forever!
Tell your servants the dream, and we will
show the interpretation.”

5Theking answered theChaldeans, “The
thing has gone fromme. If you don’t make
known to me the dream and its interpre-
tation, you will be cut in pieces, and your
houses will be made a dunghill.

6But if you show the dreamand its inter-
pretation, you will receive from me gifts,
rewards, and great honor. Therefore show
me the dream and its interpretation.”

7 They answered the second time and
said, “Let the king tell his servants the
dream, and we will show the interpreta-
tion.”

8 The king answered, “I know of a cer-
tainty that you are trying to gain time,
because you see the thing has gone from
me.

9 But if you don’t make known to me
the dream, there is but one law for you;
for you have prepared lying and corrupt
words to speak before me, until the situa-
tion changes. Therefore tellme the dream,
and I will know that you can show me its
interpretation.”

10The Chaldeans answered the king and
said, “There is not a man on the earth who
can show the king’s matter, because no
king, lord, or ruler has asked such a thing
of anymagician, enchanter, or Chaldean.

11 It is a rare thing that the king requires,
and there is no other who can show it
before the king except the gods, whose
dwelling is not with flesh.”

12 Because of this, the king was angry
and very furious, and commanded that all
the wise men of Babylon be destroyed.

13 So the decree went out, and the wise
men were to be slain. They sought Daniel
and his companions to be slain.

14 Then Daniel returned answer with
counsel and prudence to Arioch the cap-
tain of the king’s guard, who had gone out
to kill the wise men of Babylon.

15 He answered Arioch the king’s cap-
tain, “Why is the decree so urgent from the
king?” ThenAriochmade the thing known
to Daniel.

16Danielwent in, anddesired of the king
that he would appoint him a time, and he
would show the king the interpretation.

17 Then Daniel went to his house and
made the thing known to Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions:

18 that they would desire mercies of the
God of heaven concerning this secret, that
Daniel and his companionswould not per-
ish with the rest of the wise men of Baby-
lon.

19Then the secretwas revealed toDaniel
in a vision of the night. Then Daniel
blessed the God of heaven.

20Daniel answered,
“Blessed be the name of God forever and

ever;
for wisdom andmight are his.

21He changes the times and the seasons.
He removes kings and sets up kings.

He gives wisdom to the wise,
and knowledge to those who have un-
derstanding.

22He reveals the deep and secret things.
He knows what is in the darkness,
and the light dwells with him.

23 I thank you and praise you,
O God of my fathers,

who have givenmewisdom andmight,
and have now made known to me
what we desired of you;

for you have made known to us the
king’s matter.”

24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch,
whom the king had appointed to destroy
thewisemenofBabylon. Hewent and said
this to him: “Don’t destroy thewisemen of
Babylon. Bring me in before the king, and
I will show to the king the interpretation.”

25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before
the king in haste, and said this to him: “I
have found a man of the children of the
captivity of Judahwhowillmake known to
the king the interpretation.”
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26 The king answered Daniel, whose
name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to
makeknown tome thedreamwhich Ihave
seen, and its interpretation?”

27Daniel answered before the king, and
said, “The secret which the king has de-
manded can’t be shown to the king bywise
men, enchanters, magicians, or soothsay-
ers;

28 but there is a God in heaven who re-
veals secrets, and he has made known to
King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the
latter days. Your dream and the visions of
your head on your bed are these:

29 “As for you, O king, your thoughts
came on your bed, what should happen
hereafter; and he who reveals secrets has
made known to you what will happen.

30 But as for me, this secret is not re-
vealed to me for any wisdom that I have
more than any living, but to the intent that
the interpretation may be made known
to the king, and that you may know the
thoughts of your heart.

31 “You, O king, saw, and behold,† a great
image. This image, which was mighty,
andwhose brightnesswas excellent, stood
before you; and its appearance was terri-
fying.

32As for this image, its head was of fine
gold, its chest and its arms of silver, its
belly and its thighs of bronze,

33 its legs of iron, its feet part of iron and
part of clay.

34You sawuntil a stonewas cut outwith-
out hands, which struck the image on its
feet that were of iron and clay, and broke
them in pieces.

35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze,
the silver, and the gold were broken in
pieces together, and became like the chaff
of the summer threshing floors. The wind
carried them away, so that no place was
found for them. The stone that struck the
image became a great mountain and filled
the whole earth.

36 “This is the dream; and we will tell its
interpretation before the king.

37You, O king, are king of kings, towhom
the God of heaven has given the kingdom,
the power, the strength, and the glory.

38Wherever the children of men dwell,
he has given the animals of the field and
thebirds of the sky into yourhand, andhas
made you rule over them all. You are the
head of gold.

39“After you, another kingdomwill arise
that is inferior to you; and another third
kingdomofbronze,whichwill ruleoverall
the earth.

40 The fourth kingdom will be strong as
iron, because iron breaks in pieces and
subduesall things; andas iron that crushes
all these, it will break in pieces and crush.

41 Whereas you saw the feet and toes,
part of potters’ clay and part of iron, it will
be a divided kingdom; but there will be in
it of the strength of the iron, because you
saw the ironmixed withmiry clay.

42As the toes of the feetwerepart of iron,
and part of clay, so the kingdom will be
partly strong and partly brittle.

43Whereas you saw the ironmixedwith
miry clay, they will mingle themselves
with the seed of men; but they won’t cling
to one another, even as iron does not mix
with clay.

44 “In the days of those kings the God
of heaven will set up a kingdom which
will never be destroyed, nor will its
sovereigntybe left to anotherpeople; but it
will break in pieces and consume all these
kingdoms, and it will stand forever.

45 Because you saw that a stone was cut
out of the mountain without hands, and
that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze,
the clay, the silver, and the gold, the great
God hasmade known to the kingwhatwill
happen hereafter. The dream is certain,
and its interpretation sure.”

46Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his
face, worshiped Daniel, and commanded
that they should offer an offering and
sweet odors to him.

47Theking answered toDaniel, and said,
“Of a truth your God is the God of gods,
and the Lord of kings, and a revealer of

† 2:31 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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secrets, since you have been able to reveal
this secret.”

48 Then the king made Daniel great and
gave him many great gifts, and made him
rule over the whole province of Babylon
and to be chief governor over all the wise
men of Babylon.

49 Daniel requested of the king, and he
appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego over the affairs of the province of
Babylon, but Daniel was in the king’s gate.

3
1Nebuchadnezzar the king made an im-

age of gold, whose height was sixty cubits†
and its width six cubits. He set it up in the
plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to
gather together the local governors, the
deputies, and the governors, the judges,
the treasurers, the counselors, the sheriffs,
and all the rulers of the provinces, to come
to the dedication of the image which Neb-
uchadnezzar the king had set up.

3Then the local governors, the deputies,
and the governors, the judges, the trea-
surers, the counselors, the sheriffs, and all
the rulers of the provinces were gathered
together to the dedication of the image
that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up;
and they stood before the image that Neb-
uchadnezzar had set up.

4 Then the herald cried aloud, “To you
it is commanded, peoples, nations, and
languages,

5 that whenever you hear the sound of
the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe,
and all kinds of music, you fall down and
worship the golden image that Nebuchad-
nezzar the king has set up.

6 Whoever doesn’t fall down and wor-
ship shall be cast into themiddle of a burn-
ing fiery furnace the same hour.”

7 Therefore at that time, when all the
peoples heard the sound of the horn, flute,
zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of
music, all the peoples, the nations, and
the languages fell downandworshiped the

golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the
king had set up.

8 Therefore at that time certain
Chaldeans came near and brought accu-
sation against the Jews.

9 They answered Nebuchadnezzar the
king, “O king, live for ever!

10 You, O king, have made a decree that
every man who hears the sound of the
horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all
kinds ofmusic shall fall downandworship
the golden image;

11 and whoever doesn’t fall down and
worship shall be cast into the middle of a
burning fiery furnace.

12 There are certain Jews whom you
have appointed over the affairs of the
province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego. These men, O king, have
not respected you. They don’t serve your
gods, and don’t worship the golden image
which you have set up.”

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and
fury commanded that Shadrach,Meshach,
and Abednego be brought. Then these
menwere brought before the king.

14 Nebuchadnezzar answered them, “Is
it true, Shadrach,Meshach, andAbednego,
that you don’t servemy gods and you don’t
worship the golden imagewhich I have set
up?

15 Now if you are ready whenever you
hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither,
lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of music to
fall down and worship the image which I
havemade, good; but if you don’t worship,
you shall be cast the same hour into the
middle of a burning fiery furnace. Who
is that god who will deliver you out of my
hands?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
answered the king, “Nebuchadnezzar, we
have no need to answer you in this matter.

17 If it happens, our God whomwe serve
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace; and he will deliver us out of your
hand, O king.

18 But if not, let it be known to you, O
king, that we will not serve your gods or

† 3:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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worship the golden imagewhich you have
set up.”

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of
fury, and the form of his appearance was
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. Hespoke, andcommanded that
they should heat the furnace seven times
more than it was usually heated.

20 He commanded certain mighty men
who were in his army to bind Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them
into the burning fiery furnace.

21 Then these men were bound in their
pants, their tunics, and their mantles, and
their other clothes, and were cast into the
middle of the burning fiery furnace.

22 Therefore because the king’s com-
mandment was urgent and the furnace
exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed
those men who took up Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego.

23These three men, Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, fell down bound into the
middle of the burning fiery furnace.

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was
astonished and rose up in haste. He spoke
and said to his counselors, “Didn’t we cast
three men bound into the middle of the
fire?”
They answered the king, “True, O king.”
25 He answered, “Look, I see four men

loose,walking in themiddle of thefire, and
theyareunharmed. Theappearanceof the
fourth is like a son of the gods.‡”

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to
themouth of the burningfiery furnace. He
spoke and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, you servants of the Most High
God, come out, and come here!”
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-

nego came out of themiddle of the fire.
27The local governors, the deputies, and

the governors, and the king’s counselors,
being gathered together, saw these men,
that the fire had no power on their bodies.
The hair of their headwasn’t singed. Their
pants weren’t changed. The smell of fire
wasn’t even on them.

28 Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said,
“Blessed be theGod of Shadrach,Meshach,
and Abednego, who has sent his angel and

delivered his servants who trusted in him,
and have changed the king’s word, and
have yielded their bodies, that they might
not servenorworship any god except their
own God.

29 Therefore I make a decree that every
people, nation, and language which speak
anything evil against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego shall be cut in
pieces, and their houses shall be made a
dunghill, because there is no other god
who is able to deliver like this.”

30 Then the king promoted Shadrach,
Meshach, andAbednego in the province of
Babylon.

4
1Nebuchadnezzar the king,
to all the peoples, nations, and lan-

guages, who dwell in all the earth:
Peace bemultiplied to you.
2 It has seemed good tome to show the

signs and wonders that the Most High
God has worked towardme.

3How great are his signs!
Howmighty are his wonders!

His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.
His dominion is from generation to
generation.

4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my
house, and flourishing inmy palace.

5 I sawadreamwhichmademeafraid;
and the thoughtsonmybedand thevisions
of my head troubledme.

6 Therefore I made a decree to bring
in all the wise men of Babylon before me,
that they might make known to me the
interpretation of the dream.

7 Then the magicians, the enchanters,
the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers came
in; and I told them the dream, but they
didn’t make known to me its interpreta-
tion.

8But at last, Daniel came in beforeme,
whose name was Belteshazzar according
to the name of my god, and in whom is the
spirit of the holy gods. I told the dream
before him, saying,

9 “Belteshazzar, master of the magi-
cians, because I know that the spirit of

‡ 3:25Or, the Son of God.
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theholygods is inyouandnosecret trou-
bles you, tellme the visions ofmy dream
that I have seen, and its interpretation.

10 These were the visions of my head
on my bed: I saw, and behold, a tree in
the middle of the earth; and its height was
great.

11 The tree grew and was strong. Its
height reached to the sky and its sight to
the end of all the earth.

12 Its leaves were beautiful, and it had
much fruit, and in it was food for all. The
animalsof thefieldhadshadeunder it, and
the birds of the sky lived in its branches,
and all flesh was fed from it.

13 “I saw in the visions of my head
on my bed, and behold, a holy watcher
came down from the sky.

14 He cried aloud and said this: ‘Cut
down the tree, and cut off its branches!
Shake off its leaves and scatter its fruit! Let
the animals get away fromunder it and the
birds from its branches.

15 Nevertheless leave the stump of its
roots in the earth, evenwith a band of iron
andbronze, in the tender grass of the field;
and let it bewetwith thedewof the sky. Let
his portionbewith the animals in the grass
of the earth.

16 Let his heart be changed from
man’s, and let an animal’s heart be given
tohim. Then let seven timespass overhim.

17 “ ‘The sentence is by the decree of
the watchers and the demand by the
word of the holy ones, to the intent that
the living may know that the Most High
rules in the kingdomofmen, and gives it
to whomever he will, and sets up over it
the lowest of men.’

18 “This dream I, King Nebuchadnez-
zar, have seen; and you, Belteshazzar,
declare the interpretation, because all
thewisemenofmykingdomarenotable
tomake known tome the interpretation;
but you are able, for the spirit of the holy
gods is in you.”

19ThenDaniel,whosenamewasBelte-
shazzar, was stricken mute for a while,
and his thoughts troubled him. The
king answered, “Belteshazzar, don’t let
the dream or the interpretation, trouble
you.”

Belteshazzaranswered, “Mylord,may
the dream be for those who hate you,
and its interpretation to your adver-
saries.

20 The tree that you saw, which grew
and was strong, whose height reached to
the sky and its sight to all the earth;

21whose leaves were beautiful and its
fruit plentiful, and in it was food for all;
under which the animals of the field lived,
andonwhosebranches thebirds of the sky
had their habitation—

22 it is you, O king, that have grown
and become strong; for your greatness has
grown, and reaches to the sky, and your
dominion to the end of the earth.

23 “Whereas the king saw a holy
watcher coming down from the sky and
saying, ‘Cut down the tree, and destroy
it; nevertheless leave the stump of its
roots in the earth, even with a band of
iron and bronze, in the tender grass of
the field, and let it be wet with the dew
of the sky. Let his portion be with the
animals of the field, until seven times
pass over him.’

24 “This is the interpretation, O king,
and it is the decree of the Most High,
which has come onmy lord the king:

25 You will be driven from men and
your dwelling shall be with the animals of
the field. You will be made to eat grass
as oxen, and will be wet with the dew of
the sky, and seven times shall pass over
you, until you know that the Most High
rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it
to whomever he will.

26Whereas itwascommanded to leave
the stump of the roots of the tree, your
kingdom shall be sure to you after you
know that Heaven rules.

27Therefore, O king, let my counsel be
acceptable to you, and break off your sins
by righteousness, and your iniquities by
showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps there
may be a lengthening of your tranquility.”

28All this came on the KingNebuchad-
nezzar.

29At the end of twelve months he was
walking in the royal palace of Babylon.

30The king spoke and said, “Is not this
great Babylon, which I have built for the
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royal dwelling place by the might of my
power and for the glory of mymajesty?”

31 While the word was in the king’s
mouth, a voice came from the sky, say-
ing, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it
is spoken: ‘The kingdom has departed
from you.

32 You shall be driven from men, and
your dwelling shall be with the animals of
the field. You shall be made to eat grass
like oxen. Seven times shall pass over you,
until you know that the Most High rules
in the kingdom of men, and gives it to
whomever he will.’ ”

33 This was fulfilled the same hour on
Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from
men and ate grass like oxen; and his
bodywaswetwith thedewof the skyun-
til his hair had grown like eagles’ feath-
ers, and his nails like birds’ claws.

34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchad-
nezzar, lifted up my eyes to heaven, and
my understanding returned tome; and I
blessed theMost High, and I praised and
honored himwho lives forever,

for his dominion is an everlasting domin-
ion,

and his kingdom from generation to
generation.

35 All the inhabitants of the earth are re-
puted as nothing;

andhedoes according tohiswill in the
army of heaven,

and among the inhabitants of the
earth;

and no one can stop his hand,
or ask him, “What are you doing?”
36At the same timemy understanding

returned to me; and for the glory of
mykingdom,mymajesty andbrightness
returned to me. My counselors and my
lords sought me; and I was established
in my kingdom, and excellent greatness
was added tome.

37Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and
extol and honor the King of heaven; for all
his works are truth, and his ways justice;
and those who walk in pride he is able to
abase.

5
1Belshazzar the king made a great feast

to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine
before the thousand.

2 Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine,
commanded that the golden and silver
vessels which Nebuchadnezzar his father
had taken out of the temple which was
in Jerusalem be brought to him, that the
king and his lords, his wives and his con-
cubines, might drink from them.

3 Then they brought the golden vessels
that were taken out of the temple of God’s
house which was at Jerusalem; and the
king and his lords, his wives and his con-
cubines, drank from them.

4They drank wine, and praised the gods
of gold, and of silver, of bronze, of iron, of
wood, and of stone.

5 In the same hour, the fingers of aman’s
hand came out and wrote near the lamp
standon theplaster of thewall of theking’s
palace. The king saw the part of the hand
that wrote.

6 Then the king’s face was changed in
him, and his thoughts troubled him; and
the joints of his thighs were loosened, and
his knees struck one against another.

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the
enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the sooth-
sayers. The king spoke and said to the
wisemen of Babylon, “Whoever reads this
writing and shows me its interpretation
shall be clothed with purple, and have a
chain of gold about his neck, and shall be
the third ruler in the kingdom.”

8 Then all the king’s wise men came in;
but they could not read the writing, and
couldn’t make known to the king the inter-
pretation.

9ThenKing Belshazzarwas greatly trou-
bled, and his facewas changed in him, and
his lords were perplexed.

10 The queen by reason of the words of
the king and his lords came into the ban-
quet house. The queen spoke and said, “O
king, live forever; don’t let your thoughts
trouble you, nor let your face be changed.

11 There is a man in your kingdom in
whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and
in the days of your father, light and un-
derstanding and wisdom, like the wisdom
of the gods, were found in him. The
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king, Nebuchadnezzar, your father—yes,
the king, your father—made himmaster of
themagicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and
soothsayers,

12 because an excellent spirit, knowl-
edge, understanding, interpreting of
dreams, showing of dark sentences, and
dissolving of doubts were found in the
same Daniel, whom the king named
Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called,
and he will show the interpretation.”

13ThenDanielwas brought in before the
king. The king spoke and said to Daniel,
“Are you that Daniel of the children of
the captivity of Judah, whom the king my
father brought out of Judah?

14 I have heard of you, that the spirit of
the gods is in you and that light, under-
standing, and excellent wisdom are found
in you.

15 Now the wise men, the enchanters,
have been brought in before me, that they
should read this writing, andmake known
tome its interpretation; but they could not
show the interpretation of the thing.

16 But I have heard of you, that you can
give interpretations and dissolve doubts.
Now if you can read the writing andmake
known to me its interpretation, you shall
be clothed with purple, and have a chain
of gold around your neck, and shall be the
third ruler in the kingdom.”

17ThenDaniel answeredbefore theking,
“Let your gifts be to yourself, and give your
rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will
read the writing to the king, and make
known to him the interpretation.

18 “To you, king, the Most High God gave
Nebuchadnezzaryour father thekingdom,
and greatness, and glory, andmajesty.

19 Because of the greatness that he gave
him, all the peoples, nations, and lan-
guages trembled and feared before him.
He killed whom he wanted to, and he kept
alive whom he wanted to. He raised up
whom he wanted to, and he put down
whom hewanted to.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and
his spirit was hardened so that he dealt
proudly, he was deposed from his kingly
throne, and they took his glory from him.

21He was driven from the sons of men,
and his heart was made like the animals’,
and his dwelling was with the wild don-
keys. He was fed with grass like oxen, and
his body was wet with the dew of the sky,
until he knew that theMostHighGod rules
in the kingdom ofmen, and that he sets up
over it whomever he will.

22 “You, his son, Belshazzar, have not
humbled your heart, though you knew all
this,

23but have lifted up yourself against the
Lord of heaven; and they have brought the
vessels of his house before you, and you
and your lords, your wives, and your con-
cubines, have drunk wine from them. You
have praised the gods of silver and gold,
of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which
don’t see, or hear, or know; and you have
not glorified the God in whose hand your
breath is, and whose are all your ways.

24 Then the part of the hand was sent
from before him, and this writing was in-
scribed.

25 “This is thewriting thatwas inscribed:
‘MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.’

26 “This is the interpretation of the thing:
MENE: God has counted your kingdom,
and brought it to an end.
27TEKEL: you areweighed in the balances,
and are foundwanting.
28 PERES: your kingdom is divided, and
given to theMedes and Persians.”

29 Then Belshazzar commanded, and
they clothed Daniel with purple, and put
a chain of gold about his neck, and made
proclamation concerning him, that he
should be the third ruler in the kingdom.

30 In that night Belshazzar the Chaldean
King was slain.

31 Darius the Mede received the king-
dom, being about sixty-two years old.

6
1 It pleased Darius to set over the king-

dom one hundred twenty local governors,
who should be throughout thewhole king-
dom;

2 and over them three presidents, of
whom Daniel was one, that these local
governorsmight give account to them, and
that the king should suffer no loss.
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3 Then this Daniel was distinguished
above the presidents and the local gover-
nors, because an excellent spirit was in
him; and the king thought to set him over
the whole realm.

4 Then the presidents and the local gov-
ernors sought to find occasion against
Daniel as touching the kingdom; but they
could find no occasion or fault, because he
was faithful. There wasn’t any error or
fault found in him.

5 Then these men said, “We won’t find
anyoccasion against thisDaniel, unlesswe
find it against him concerning the law of
his God.”

6 Then these presidents and local gover-
nors assembled together to the king, and
said this to him, “King Darius, live forever!

7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the
deputies and the local governors, the coun-
selors and the governors, have consulted
together to establish a royal statute and to
make a strong decree, that whoever asks a
petition of any god or man for thirty days,
except of you, O king, he shall be cast into
the den of lions.

8 Now, O king, establish the decree and
sign the writing, that it not be changed,
according to the law of the Medes and
Persians, which doesn’t alter.”

9Therefore King Darius signed the writ-
ing and the decree.

10 When Daniel knew that the writing
was signed, he went into his house (now
his windows were open in his room to-
ward Jerusalem) and he kneeled on his
knees three times a day, and prayed, and
gave thanks before his God, as he did be-
fore.

11 Then these men assembled together,
and foundDanielmakingpetitionand sup-
plication before his God.

12 Then they came near, and spoke be-
fore the king concerning the king’s decree:
“Haven’t you signed a decree that every
man who makes a petition to any god or
man within thirty days, except to you, O
king, shall be cast into the den of lions?”
The king answered, “This thing is true,

according to the law of the Medes and
Persians, which doesn’t alter.”

13 Then they answered and said before
the king, “That Daniel, who is of the chil-
dren of the captivity of Judah, doesn’t re-
spect you, O king, nor the decree that you
have signed, but makes his petition three
times a day.”

14 Then the king, when he heard these
words, was very displeased, and set his
heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he
labored until the going down of the sun to
rescue him.

15 Then these men assembled together
to the king, and said to the king, “Know,
O king, that it is a law of the Medes and
Persians, that no decree nor statute which
the king establishes may be changed.”

16 Then the king commanded, and they
brought Daniel and cast him into the den
of lions. The king spoke and said to Daniel,
“Your Godwhomyou serve continually, he
will deliver you.”

17 A stone was brought, and laid on the
mouth of the den; and the king sealed it
with his own signet, and with the signet of
his lords; that nothing might be changed
concerning Daniel.

18 Then the king went to his palace, and
passed the night fasting. No musical in-
struments were brought before him; and
his sleep fled from him.

19 Then the king arose very early in the
morning, and went in haste to the den of
lions.

20 When he came near to the den to
Daniel, he criedwith a troubled voice. The
king spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, ser-
vant of the living God, is your God, whom
you serve continually, able to deliver you
from the lions?”

21 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king,
live forever!

22 My God has sent his angel, and has
shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not
hurt me, because innocence was found in
me before him; and also before you, O
king, I have done no harm.”

23 Then the king was exceedingly glad,
and commanded that they should take
Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was
taken up out of the den, and no kind of
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harm was found on him, because he had
trusted in his God.

24 The king commanded, and they
brought those men who had accused
Daniel, and they cast them into the den
of lions—them, their children, and their
wives; and the lions mauled them, and
broke all their bones in pieces before they
came to the bottom of the den.

25Then King Darius wrote to all the peo-
ples, nations, and languages who dwell in
all the earth:

“Peace bemultiplied to you.
26 “I make a decree that in all the do-

minion ofmykingdommen tremble and
fear before the God of Daniel.

“For he is the living God,
and steadfast forever.

His kingdom is that which will not be de-
stroyed.

His dominion will be even to the end.
27He delivers and rescues.

He works signs and wonders in
heaven and in earth,

who has delivered Daniel from the
power of the lions.”

28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign
of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the
Persian.

7
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of

Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions
ofhisheadwhileonhisbed. Thenhewrote
the dream and told the sum of thematters.

2Daniel spoke and said, “I saw in my vi-
sion by night, and, behold, the four winds
of the sky broke out on the great sea.

3 Four great animals came up from the
sea, different from one another.

4 “The first was like a lion, and had ea-
gle’s wings. I watched until its wings were
plucked, and itwas liftedup fromtheearth
andmade to stand on two feet as a man. A
man’s heart was given to it.

5 “Behold, there was another animal, a
second, like a bear. It was raised up on
one side, and three ribs were in its mouth
between its teeth. They said this to it:
‘Arise! Devourmuch flesh!’

6 “After this I saw, and behold, another,
like a leopard, which had on its back four
wings of a bird. The animal also had four
heads; and dominion was given to it.

7 “After this I saw in the night visions,
and, behold, there was a fourth ani-
mal, awesome, powerful, and exceedingly
strong. It had great iron teeth. It de-
voured and broke in pieces, and stamped
the residue with its feet. It was different
from all the animals that were before it. It
had ten horns.

8 “I considered the horns, and behold,
there came up among them another horn,
a little one, before which three of the first
horns were plucked up by the roots; and
behold, in this horn were eyes like the
eyes of aman, and amouth speaking arro-
gantly.
9 “I watched until thrones were placed,

and one whowas Ancient of Days sat.
His clothing was white as snow,

and thehair ofhishead likepurewool.
His throne was fiery flames,

and its wheels burning fire.
10Afiery stream issued and came out from

before him.
Thousands of thousandsministered to
him.

Ten thousand times ten thousand
stood before him.

The judgment was set.
The books were opened.

11 “I watched at that time because of
the voice of the arrogant words which the
horn spoke. I watched even until the ani-
mal was slain, and its body destroyed, and
it was given to be burned with fire.

12 As for the rest of the animals, their
dominion was taken away; yet their lives
were prolonged for a season and a time.

13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold,
there came with the clouds of the sky one
like a son of man, and he came even to
the Ancient of Days, and they brought him
near before him.

14 Dominion was given him, and glory,
and a kingdom, that all the peoples, na-
tions, and languages should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
whichwill not pass away, and his kingdom
one that will not be destroyed.

15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit was
grievedwithinmy body, and the visions of
my head troubledme.
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16 I came near to one of those who stood
by, and asked him the truth concerning all
this.

“So he told me, and made me know the
interpretation of the things.

17 ‘These great animals, which are four,
are four kings, who will arise out of the
earth.

18 But the saints of the Most High will
receive the kingdom, and possess the king-
dom forever, even forever and ever.’

19 “Then I desired to know the truth
concerning the fourth animal, which was
different fromall of them, exceedingly ter-
rible, whose teeth were of iron, and its
nails of bronze; which devoured, broke in
pieces, and stamped the residue with its
feet;

20 and concerning the ten horns that
were on its head and the other hornwhich
came up, and beforewhich three fell, even
that horn that had eyes and a mouth that
spoke arrogantly, whose look was more
stout than its fellows.

21 I saw, and the same horn made war
with the saints, and prevailed against
them,

22 until the Ancient of Days came, and
judgment was given to the saints of the
Most High, and the time came that the
saints possessed the kingdom.

23 “So he said, ‘The fourth animal will be
a fourth kingdom on earth, which will be
different from all the kingdoms, and will
devour the whole earth, and will tread it
down and break it in pieces.

24 As for the ten horns, ten kings will
arise out of this kingdom. Another will
arise after them; and he will be different
from the former, and he will put down
three kings.

25He will speak words against the Most
High, and will wear out the saints of the
Most High. He will plan to change the
times and the law; and they will be given
into his hand until a time and times and
half a time.

26 “ ‘But the judgment will be set, and
they will take away his dominion, to con-
sume and to destroy it to the end.

27 The kingdom and the dominion, and
the greatness of the kingdoms under the

whole sky, will be given to the people of
the saints of theMost High. His kingdom is
aneverlastingkingdom, andall dominions
will serve and obey him.’

28 “Here is the end of the matter. As
for me, Daniel, my thoughts troubled me
greatly, and my face was changed in me;
but I kept thematter in my heart.”

8
1 In the third year of the reign of King

Belshazzar, a vision appeared to me, even
tome, Daniel, after thatwhich appeared to
me at the first.

2 I saw the vision. Now it was so, that
when I saw, I was in the citadel of Susa,
which is in the province of Elam. I saw in
the vision, and I was by the river Ulai.

3 Then I lifted up my eyes and saw, and
behold, a ram which had two horns stood
before the river. The two horns were high,
but one was higher than the other, and the
higher came up last.

4 I saw the ram pushing westward,
northward, and southward. No animals
could stand before him. There wasn’t any
who could deliver out of his hand, but he
did according to his will, and magnified
himself.

5 As I was considering, behold, a male
goat came from the west over the surface
of the whole earth, and didn’t touch the
ground. The goat had a notable horn be-
tween his eyes.

6 He came to the ram that had the two
horns, which I saw standing before the
river, and ran on him in the fury of his
power.

7 I saw him come close to the ram, and
hewasmovedwith anger against him, and
struck the ram, and broke his two horns.
There was no power in the ram to stand
before him; but he cast him down to the
ground and trampled on him. There was
noonewhocoulddeliver the ramoutofhis
hand.

8 The male goat magnified himself ex-
ceedingly. When he was strong, the great
horn was broken; and instead of it there
came up four notable horns toward the
four winds of the sky.

9Outofoneof themcameouta littlehorn
which grewexceedingly great—toward the
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south, and toward the east, and toward the
glorious land.

10 It grew great, even to the army of the
sky; and it cast down someof the armyand
of the stars to the ground and trampled on
them.

11 Yes, it magnified itself, even to the
prince of the army; and it took away from
him the continual burnt offering, and the
place of his sanctuary was cast down.

12The armywas given over to it together
with the continual burnt offering through
disobedience. It cast down truth to the
ground, and it did its pleasure and pros-
pered.

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking;
and another holy one said to that certain
one who spoke, “How long will the vision
about the continual burnt offering, and
the disobedience that makes desolate, to
give both the sanctuary and the army to be
trodden under foot be?”

14He said to me, “To two thousand and
three hundred evenings and mornings.
Then the sanctuary will be cleansed.”

15 When I, even I Daniel, had seen the
vision, I sought to understand it. Then
behold, there stood before me someone
with the appearance of a man.

16 I heard a man’s voice between the
banks of the Ulai, which called and said,
“Gabriel, make this man understand the
vision.”

17 So he came near where I stood; and
when he came, I was frightened, and fell
onmyface; buthe said tome, “Understand,
son of man, for the vision belongs to the
time of the end.”

18 Now as he was speaking with me, I
fell into a deep sleep with my face toward
the ground; but he touched me and set me
upright.

19Hesaid, “Behold, Iwillmakeyouknow
what will be in the latter time of the indig-
nation, for it belongs to the appointed time
of the end.

20 The ram which you saw, that had the
two horns, they are the kings ofMedia and
Persia.

21 The rough male goat is the king of
Greece. The great horn that is between his
eyes is the first king.

22 As for that which was broken, in the
place where four stood up, four kingdoms
will standupout of thenation, butnotwith
his power.

23 “In the latter time of their kingdom,
when the transgressors have come to the
full, a king of fierce face, and understand-
ing riddles, will stand up.

24 His power will be mighty, but not
by his own power. He will destroy awe-
somely, and will prosper in what he does.
He will destroy the mighty ones and the
holy people.

25Throughhis policyhewill causedeceit
to prosper in his hand. He will magnify
himself in his heart, and he will destroy
many in their security. He will also stand
upagainst theprinceofprinces, buthewill
be broken without human hands.

26 “The vision of the evenings andmorn-
ings which has been told is true; but seal
up the vision, for it belongs to many days
to come.”

27 I, Daniel, fainted, and was sick for
some days. Then I rose up and did the
king’s business. I wondered at the vision,
but no one understood it.

9
1 In the first year of Darius the son of

Ahasuerus, of the offspring of the Medes,
who was made king over the realm of the
Chaldeans—

2 in the first year of his reign I, Daniel,
understoodby thebooks thenumberof the
years about which Yahweh’s† word came
to Jeremiah the prophet for the accom-
plishing of the desolations of Jerusalem,
even seventy years.

3 I set my face to the Lord God, to seek
by prayer and petitions, with fasting and
sackcloth and ashes.

4 I prayed to Yahweh my God, and made
confession, and said,

† 9:2 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations.
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“Oh, Lord, the great and dreadful God,
who keeps covenant and loving kind-
ness with those who love him and keep
his commandments,

5we have sinned, and have dealt per-
versely, and have donewickedly, and have
rebelled, even turning aside from your
precepts and from your ordinances.

6We haven’t listened to your servants
the prophets, who spoke in your name to
our kings, our princes, and our fathers,
and to all the people of the land.

7 “Lord, righteousness belongs to you,
but to us confusion of face, as it is today;
to the men of Judah, and to the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, who
are near and who are far off, through
all the countries where you have driven
them, because of their trespass that they
have trespassed against you.

8Lord, to us belongs confusion of face,
to our kings, to our princes, and to our
fathers, because we have sinned against
you.

9 To the Lord our God belong mer-
cies and forgiveness, for we have rebelled
against him.

10 We haven’t obeyed Yahweh our
God’s voice, to walk in his laws, which he
set before us by his servants the prophets.

11 Yes, all Israel have transgressed
your law, turning aside, that they should
not obey your voice.

“Therefore the curse and the oath
written in the law of Moses the servant
of Godhas been poured out on us, forwe
have sinned against him.

12He has confirmed his words, which
he spoke against us and against our judges
who judged us, by bringing on us a great
evil; for under the whole sky, such has not
been done as has been done to Jerusalem.

13 As it is written in the law of Moses,
all this evil has come on us. Yet we have
notentreated the favorofYahwehourGod,
that we should turn from our iniquities
and have discernment in your truth.

14 Therefore Yahweh has watched
over the evil, and brought it on us; for
Yahweh our God is righteous in all his
works which he does, and we have not

obeyed his voice.
15 “Now, Lord our God, who has

brought your people out of the land of
Egypt with a mighty hand, and have
gotten yourself renown, as it is today, we
have sinned. We have done wickedly.

16 Lord, according to all your righ-
teousness, please let your anger and your
wrath be turned away from your city
Jerusalem, your holy mountain; because
for our sins and for the iniquities of our
fathers, Jerusalem and your people have
become a reproach to all who are around
us.

17 “Now therefore, our God, listen to
the prayer of your servant and to his
petitions, and cause your face to shine
on your sanctuary that is desolate, for
the Lord’s sake.

18 My God, turn your ear and hear.
Open your eyes and see our desolations,
and the city which is called by your name;
for we do not present our petitions before
you for our righteousness, but for your
great mercies’ sake.

19 Lord, hear. Lord, forgive. Lord,
listen and do. Don’t defer, for your own
sake, my God, because your city and your
people are called by your name.”

20 While I was speaking, praying, and
confessing my sin and the sin of my peo-
ple Israel, and presenting my supplication
before YahwehmyGod for the holymoun-
tain of my God—

21 yes, while I was speaking in prayer—
the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the
vision at the beginning, being caused to fly
swiftly, touched me about the time of the
evening offering.

22He instructed me and talked with me,
and said, “Daniel, I have now come to give
you wisdom and understanding.

23At the beginning of your petitions the
commandment went out, and I have come
to tell you, for you are greatly beloved.
Therefore consider the matter and under-
stand the vision.

24 “Seventy weeks are decreed on your
people and on your holy city, to finish
disobedience, to make an end of sins, to
make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring
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in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vi-
sion and prophecy, and to anoint the most
holy.

25 “Know therefore and discern that
from the going out of the commandment
to restore and build Jerusalem to the
Anointed One,‡ the prince, will be seven
weeks and sixty-twoweeks. It will be built
again, with street and moat, even in trou-
bled times.

26 After the sixty-two weeks the
Anointed One§ will be cut off, and will
have nothing. The people of the prince
who come will destroy the city and the
sanctuary. Its end will be with a flood, and
war will be even to the end. Desolations
are determined.

27 He will make a firm covenant with
many for one week. In the middle of the
week he will cause the sacrifice and the
offering to cease. On the wing of abomina-
tions will come one who makes desolate;
and even to the decreed full end, wrath
will be poured out on the desolate.”

10
1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia

a message was revealed to Daniel, whose
name was called Belteshazzar; and the
message was true, even a great warfare.
He understood the message, and had un-
derstanding of the vision.

2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning
three whole weeks.

3 I ate no pleasant food. No meat or
wine came into my mouth. I didn’t anoint
myself at all, until threewholeweekswere
fulfilled.

4 In the twenty-fourth day of the first
month, as I was by the side of the great
river, which is Hiddekel,†

5 I lifted up my eyes and looked, and
behold, there was a man clothed in linen,
whose waist was adorned with pure gold
of Uphaz.

6 His body also was like beryl, and his
face as the appearance of lightning, and
his eyes as flaming torches. His arms and
his feet were like burnished bronze. The

voice of his words was like the voice of a
multitude.

7 I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the
men who were with me didn’t see the vi-
sion, but a great quaking fell on them, and
they fled to hide themselves.

8 So I was left alone and saw this great
vision. No strength remained in me; for
my face grew deathly pale, and I retained
no strength.

9 Yet I heard the voice of his words.
When I heard the voice of his words, then
I fell into a deep sleep onmy face, withmy
face toward the ground.

10Behold, a hand touched me, which set
me on my knees and on the palms of my
hands.

11 He said to me, “Daniel, you greatly
beloved man, understand the words that
I speak to you, and stand upright, for I
have been sent to you, now.” When he had
spoken this word to me, I stood trembling.

12 Then he said to me, “Don’t be afraid,
Daniel; for from the first day that you set
your heart to understand, and to hum-
ble yourself before your God, your words
were heard. I have come for your words’
sake.

13 But the prince of the kingdom of Per-
sia withstood me twenty-one days; but,
behold, Michael, one of the chief princes,
came to helpme because I remained there
with the kings of Persia.

14Now I have come to make you under-
stand what will happen to your people in
the latter days, for the vision is yet for
many days.”

15 When he had spoken these words to
me, I set my face toward the ground and
wasmute.

16Behold, one in the likeness of the sons
of men touched my lips. Then I opened
mymouth, and spoke and said to himwho
stoodbeforeme, “My lord, by reason of the
visionmysorrowshaveovertakenme, and
I retain no strength.

17 For how can the servant of this my
lord talk with this my lord? For as for me,
immediately there remained no strength
inme. There was no breath left in me.”

‡ 9:25 “Anointed One” can also be translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”). § 9:26 “Anointed One” can also be
translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”). † 10:4 or, Tigris River
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18Thenone like the appearance of aman
touched me again, and he strengthened
me.

19 He said, “Greatly beloved man, don’t
be afraid. Peace be to you. Be strong. Yes,
be strong.”
When he spoke to me, I was strength-

ened, and said, “Letmy lord speak, for you
have strengthenedme.”

20Thenhesaid, “DoyouknowwhyIhave
come to you? Now I will return to fight
with the prince of Persia. When I go out,
behold, the prince of Greece will come.

21 But I will tell you that which is in-
scribed in the writing of truth. There is no
one who holds with me against these but
Michael your prince.

11
1“As forme, in thefirst yearofDarius the

Mede, I stoodup to confirmandstrengthen
him.

2 “Now Iwill showyou the truth. Behold,
three more kings will stand up in Persia.
The fourth will be far richer than all of
them. When he has grown strong through
his riches, he will stir up all against the
realm of Greece.

3 A mighty king will stand up, who will
rule with great dominion, and do accord-
ing to his will.

4Whenhe standsup, his kingdomwill be
brokenandwill bedivided toward the four
winds of the sky, but not to his posterity,
nor according to his dominion with which
he ruled; for his kingdom will be plucked
up, even for others besides these.

5 “The king of the south will be strong.
One of his princes will become stronger
than him, and have dominion. His domin-
ion will be a great dominion.

6At the end of years they will join them-
selves together; and the daughter of the
king of the south will come to the king of
the north to make an agreement, but she
will not retain the strength of her arm.
He will also not stand, nor will his arm;
but she will be given up, with those who
brought her, and he who became the fa-
ther of her, and he who strengthened her
in those times.

7 “But out of a shoot from her roots one
will stand up in his place, whowill come to
the army andwill enter into the fortress of
the king of the north, and will deal against
them andwill prevail.

8He will also carry their gods with their
molten images, and with their goodly ves-
sels of silver and of gold, captive into
Egypt. Hewill refrain some years from the
king of the north.

9Hewill come into the realm of the king
of the south, buthewill return intohis own
land.

10 His sons will wage war, and will as-
semble a multitude of great forces which
will come on, and overflow, and pass
through. They will return and wage war,
even to his fortress.

11 “The king of the south will be moved
with anger and will come out and fight
with him, even with the king of the north.
Hewill send out a greatmultitude, and the
multitude will be given into his hand.

12 The multitude will be carried off, and
his heartwill be exalted. Hewill cast down
tens of thousands, but he won’t prevail.

13 The king of the north will return, and
will send out a multitude greater than the
former. He will come on at the end of the
times, evenof years,with a great armyand
with abundant supplies.

14 “In those times many will stand up
against the king of the south. Also the chil-
dren of the violent among your peoplewill
lift themselves up to establish the vision,
but they will fall.

15 So the king of the north will come and
cast up a mound, and take a well-fortified
city. The forces of the south won’t stand,
neither will his select troops, neither will
there be any strength to stand.

16 But he who comes against him will
do according to his own will, and no one
will stand before him. He will stand in the
glorious land, and destruction will be in
his hand.

17 He will set his face to come with the
strength of his whole kingdom, and with
him equitable conditions. Hewill perform
them. He will give him the daughter of
women, to destroy the kingdom, but she
will not stand, and won’t be for him.
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18 After this he will turn his face to the
islands, and will take many, but a prince
will cause the reproach offered by him to
cease. Yes, moreover, he will cause his
reproach to turn on him.

19 Then he will turn his face toward the
fortresses of his own land; but he will
stumble and fall, and won’t be found.

20 “Then one who will cause a tax collec-
tor to pass through the kingdom to main-
tain its glory will stand up in his place; but
within few days he shall be destroyed, not
in anger, and not in battle.

21 “In his place a contemptible person
will stand up, to whom they had not given
thehonorof thekingdom; buthewill come
in time of security, and will obtain the
kingdom by flatteries.

22Theoverwhelming forceswill be over-
whelmed frombeforehim, andwill bebro-
ken. Yes, also the prince of the covenant.

23After the treatymadewith himhewill
work deceitfully; for he will come up and
will become strong with few people.

24 In time of security he will come even
on the fattest places of the province. He
will do that which his fathers have not
done, nor his fathers’ fathers. He will scat-
ter among themprey, plunder, andwealth.
Yes, he will devise his plans against the
strongholds, but only for a time.

25 “He will stir up his power and his
courage against the king of the south with
a great army; and the king of the southwill
wage war in battle with an exceedingly
great andmighty army, but hewon’t stand;
for they will devise plans against him.

26Yes, thosewho eat of his delicacieswill
destroy him, and his army will be swept
away. Many will fall down slain.

27 As for both these kings, their hearts
will be to do evil, and theywill speak lies at
one table; but it won’t prosper, for the end
will still be at the appointed time.

28 Then he will return into his land with
great wealth. His heart will be against the
holy covenant. He will take action, and
return to his own land.

29 “He will return at the appointed time
and come into the south; but it won’t be in
the latter time as it was in the former.

30 For ships of Kittim will come against
him. Therefore hewill be grieved, andwill
return, and have indignation against the
holycovenant, andwill takeaction. Hewill
even return, and have regard to thosewho
forsake the holy covenant.

31 “Forces from him will profane the
sanctuary, even the fortress, and will take
away the continual burnt offering. Then
they will set up the abomination that
makes desolate.

32Hewill corrupt thosewhodowickedly
against the covenant by flatteries; but the
people who know their God will be strong
and take action.

33“Thosewhoarewiseamong thepeople
will instruct many; yet they will fall by the
sword and by flame, by captivity and by
plunder, many days.

34 Now when they fall, they will be
helpedwith a little help; butmanywill join
themselves to themwith flatteries.

35 Some of those who are wise will fall—
to refine them, and to purify, and to make
them white, even to the time of the end,
because it is yet for the time appointed.

36 “The kingwill do according to his will.
He will exalt himself and magnify himself
aboveeverygod, andwill speakmarvelous
things against the God of gods. He will
prosper until the indignation is accom-
plished, for that which is determined will
be done.

37Hewon’t regard thegodsofhis fathers,
or the desire of women, or regard any god;
for he will magnify himself above all.

38 But in their place, he will honor the
god of fortresses. He will honor a god
whom his fathers didn’t know with gold,
silver, and with precious stones and pleas-
ant things.

39 He will deal with the strongest
fortresses by the help of a foreign god.
He will increase with glory whoever
acknowledges him. He will cause them to
rule over many, and will divide the land
for a price.

40 “At the time of the end the king of the
south will contend with him; and the king
of the north will come against him like a
whirlwind, with chariots, with horsemen,
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and with many ships. He will enter into
the countries, and will overflow and pass
through.

41 He will enter also into the glorious
land, and many countries will be over-
thrown; but these will be delivered out of
his hand: Edom,Moab, and the chief of the
children of Ammon.

42Hewill also stretch out his handon the
countries. The land of Egypt won’t escape.

43 But he will have power over the trea-
sures of gold and of silver, and over all the
precious things of Egypt. The Libyans and
the Ethiopians will follow his steps.

44But news out of the east and out of the
north will trouble him; and he will go out
with great fury to destroy and utterly to
sweep awaymany.

45Hewill plant the tents of his palace be-
tween the sea and the glorious holymoun-
tain; yethewill come tohis end, andnoone
will help him.

12
1 “At that timeMichael will stand up, the

great prince who stands for the children
of your people; and there will be a time
of trouble, such as never was since there
was a nation even to that same time. At
that time your people will be delivered,
everyonewho is foundwritten in thebook.

2Many of those who sleep in the dust of
the earth will awake, some to everlasting
life, and some to shame and everlasting
contempt.

3 Those who are wise will shine as the
brightness of the expanse. Thosewho turn
many to righteousness will shine as the
stars forever and ever.

4 But you, Daniel, shut up the words
and seal the book, even to the time of the
end. Many will run back and forth, and
knowledge will be increased.”

5Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two
others stood, one on the river bank on this
side, and the other on the river bank on
that side.

6 One said to the man clothed in linen,
who was above the waters of the river,
“How long will it be to the end of these
wonders?”

7 I heard the man clothed in linen, who
was above the waters of the river, when

he held up his right hand and his left hand
to heaven, and swore by him who lives
forever that it will be for a time, times,
and a half; and when they have finished
breaking in pieces the power of the holy
people, all these things will be finished.

8 I heard, but I didn’t understand. Then I
said, “My lord, whatwill be the outcome of
these things?”

9He said, “Go your way, Daniel; for the
wordsare shutupandsealeduntil the time
of the end.

10 Many will purify themselves, and
make themselves white, and be refined,
but the wicked will do wickedly; and none
of the wicked will understand, but those
who are wise will understand.

11 “From the time that the continual
burnt offering is taken away and the
abomination that makes desolate set up,
there will be one thousand two hundred
ninety days.

12 Blessed is he who waits, and comes
to the one thousand three hundred thirty-
five days.

13 “But go your way until the end; for
you will rest, and will stand in your inher-
itance at the end of the days.”
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The Book of
Hosea

1Yahweh’s†word that came toHosea the
son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, andHezekiah, kings of Judah, and in
the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king
of Israel.

2When Yahweh spoke at first by Hosea,
Yahweh said to Hosea, “Go, take for your-
self a wife of prostitution and children of
unfaithfulness; for the land commits great
adultery, forsaking Yahweh.”

3 So he went and took Gomer the daugh-
ter of Diblaim; and she conceived, and
bore him a son.

4 Yahweh said to him, “Call his name
Jezreel, for yet a little while, and I will
avenge the blood of Jezreel on the house
of Jehu, and will cause the kingdom of the
house of Israel to cease.

5 It will happen in that day that I will
break the bow of Israel in the valley of
Jezreel.”

6She conceived again, andbore a daugh-
ter.
Then he said to him, “Call her name Lo-

Ruhamah,‡ for I will no longer havemercy
on the house of Israel, that I should in any
way pardon them.

7 But I will have mercy on the house
of Judah, and will save them by Yahweh
their God,§ andwill not save them by bow,
sword, battle, horses, or horsemen.”

8 Now when she had weaned Lo-
Ruhamah, she conceived, and bore a son.

9He said, “Call his name Lo-Ammi,† for
you are not my people, and I will not be
yours.

10 Yet the number of the children of Is-
rael will be as the sand of the sea, which
can’t be measured or counted; and it will
come to pass that, in the placewhere itwas
said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they
will be called ‘sons of the living God.’

11The childrenof Judahand the children
of Israel will be gathered together, and
they will appoint themselves one head,
andwill go up from the land; for great will
be the day of Jezreel.

2
1 “Say to your brothers, ‘My people!’†
and to your sisters, ‘My loved one!’‡

2Contend with yourmother!
Contend, for she is not mywife,
neither am I her husband;

and let her put away her prostitution from
her face,

and her adulteries from between her
breasts;

3 lest I strip her naked,
and make her bare as in the day that
she was born,

andmake her like a wilderness,
and set her like a dry land,
and kill her with thirst.

4 Indeed, on her children I will have no
mercy,

for they are children of unfaithful-
ness.

5 For their mother has played the prosti-
tute.

She who conceived them has done
shamefully;

for she said, ‘I will go after my lovers,
who givememy bread andmywater,
mywool andmy flax,
my oil andmy drink.’

6 Therefore behold,§ I will hedge up your
way with thorns,

and I will build a wall against her,
that she can’t find her way.

7 She will follow after her lovers,
but she won’t overtake them;

and she will seek them,
but won’t find them.

Then she will say, ‘I will go and return to
my first husband,

for then it was better with me than
now.’

8 For she didn’t know that I gave her the
grain, the newwine, and the oil,

† 1:1 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:6
Lo-Ruhamahmeans “not loved”. § 1:7 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 1:9 Lo-Ammi
means “not my people”. † 2:1 ‘Ammi’ in Hebrew ‡ 2:1 ‘Ruhamah’ in Hebrew § 2:6 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“
means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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and multiplied to her silver and gold,
which they used for Baal.

9 Therefore I will take back my grain in its
time,

andmy newwine in its season,
and will pluck away my wool and my
flax which should have covered her
nakedness.

10Now I will uncover her lewdness in the
sight of her lovers,

and no one will deliver her out of my
hand.

11 I will also cause all her celebrations to
cease:

her feasts, her new moons, her Sab-
baths, and all her solemn assem-
blies.

12 I will lay waste her vines and her fig
trees,

about which she has said, ‘These are
mywages thatmy lovers have given
me,’

and I will make them a forest,
and the animals of the field shall eat
them.

13 I will visit on her the days of the Baals,
to which she burned incense

when she decked herselfwith her earrings
and her jewels,

and went after her lovers
and forgot me,” says Yahweh.

14 “Therefore behold, I will allure her,
and bring her into the wilderness,
and speak tenderly to her.

15 I will give her vineyards from there,
and the valley of Achor for a door of
hope;

and she will respond there
as in the days of her youth,
and as in the day when she came up
out of the land of Egypt.

16 It will be in that day,” says Yahweh,
“that you will call me ‘my husband,’
and no longer call me ‘mymaster.’

17 For I will take away the names of the
Baals out of her mouth,

and they will no longer be mentioned
by name.

18 In that day I will make a covenant for
themwith the animals of the field,

and with the birds of the sky,

and with the creeping things of the
ground.

I will break the bow, the sword, and the
battle out of the land,

and will make them lie down safely.
19 I will betroth you tome forever.

Yes, I will betroth you to me in righ-
teousness, in justice, in loving kind-
ness, and in compassion.

20 I will even betroth you to me in faithful-
ness;

and you shall know Yahweh.
21 It will happen in that day, that I will

respond,” says Yahweh.
“I will respond to the heavens,
and they will respond to the earth;
22 and the earth will respond to the
grain, and the newwine, and the oil;

and they will respond to Jezreel.
23 I will sow her to me in the earth;

and I will have mercy on her who had
not obtainedmercy;

and I will tell those who were not my
people, ‘You aremy people;’

and they will say, ‘You areMy God!’ ”

3
1 Yahweh said to me, “Go again, love a

woman loved by another, and an adulter-
ess, even as Yahweh loves the children of
Israel, though they turn to other gods, and
love cakes of raisins.”

2 So I bought her for myself for fifteen
pieces of silver and a homer† and a half of
barley.

3 I said to her, “You shall stay with me
many days. You shall not play the prosti-
tute, and you shall not be with any other
man. I will also be so toward you.”

4 For the children of Israel shall live
many days without king, without prince,
without sacrifice, without sacred stone,
and without ephod or idols.

5 Afterward the children of Israel shall
return and seek Yahweh their God, and
David their king, and shall come with
trembling to Yahweh and to his blessings
in the last days.

† 3:2 1 homer is about 220 liters or 6 bushels
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4
1 Hear Yahweh’s word, you children of

Israel,
for Yahweh has a charge against the
inhabitants of the land:

“Indeed there is no truth, nor goodness,
nor knowledge of God in the land.

2 There is cursing, lying, murder, stealing,
and committing adultery;

they break boundaries, and blood-
shed causes bloodshed.

3Therefore the land will mourn,
and everyone who dwells in it will
waste away,

with all living things in her,
even the animals of the field and the
birds of the sky;

yes, the fish of the sea also die.
4 “Yet let noman bring a charge, neither let

anyman accuse;
for your people are like those who
bring charges against a priest.

5Youwill stumble in the day,
and theprophetwill also stumblewith
you in the night;

and I will destroy yourmother.
6 My people are destroyed for lack of

knowledge.
Becauseyouhave rejectedknowledge,
I will also reject you,

that youmay be no priest to me.
Because you have forgotten your God’s

law,
I will also forget your children.

7 As they were multiplied, so they sinned
against me.

I will change their glory into shame.
8They feed on the sin of my people,

and set their heart on their iniquity.
9 It will be like people, like priest;

and I will punish them for their ways,
and will repay them for their deeds.

10They will eat, and not have enough.
They will play the prostitute, and will
not increase;

because they have abandoned listen-
ing to Yahweh.

11 Prostitution, wine, and new wine take
away understanding.

12 My people consult with their
wooden idol,

and answer to a stick of wood.
Indeed the spirit of prostitution has led

them astray,
and they have been unfaithful to their
God.

13 They sacrifice on the tops of the moun-
tains,

and burn incense on the hills, under
oaks, poplars, and terebinths,

because its shade is good.
Therefore your daughters play the prosti-

tute,
and your brides commit adultery.

14 I will not punish your daughters when
they play the prostitute,

nor your brides when they commit
adultery;

because themen consort with prostitutes,
and they sacrifice with the shrine
prostitutes;

so the people without understanding
will come to ruin.

15 “Though you, Israel, play the prostitute,
yet don’t let Judah offend;
and don’t come to Gilgal,
neither go up to Beth Aven,
nor swear, ‘As Yahweh lives.’

16 For Israel has behaved extremely stub-
bornly, like a stubborn heifer.

Then how will Yahweh feed them like
a lamb in ameadow?

17Ephraim is joined to idols.
Leave him alone!

18Their drink has become sour.
They play the prostitute continually.
Her rulers dearly love their shameful
way.

19 The wind has wrapped her up in its
wings;

and they shall be disappointed be-
cause of their sacrifices.

5
1 “Listen to this, you priests!
Listen, house of Israel,
and give ear, house of the king!

For the judgment is against you;
for you have been a snare at Mizpah,
and a net spread on Tabor.

2The rebels are deep in slaughter,
but I discipline all of them.
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3 I know Ephraim,
and Israel is not hidden fromme;

for now, Ephraim, you have played the
prostitute.

Israel is defiled.
4 Their deeds won’t allow them to turn to

their God,
for the spirit of prostitution is within
them,

and they don’t know Yahweh.
5The pride of Israel testifies to his face.

Therefore Israel and Ephraim will
stumble in their iniquity.

Judah also will stumble with them.
6 They will go with their flocks and with

their herds to seek Yahweh,
but they won’t find him.
He haswithdrawnhimself from them.

7They are unfaithful to Yahweh;
for they have borne illegitimate chil-
dren.

Now the new moon will devour them
with their fields.

8 “Blow the cornet in Gibeah,
and the trumpet in Ramah!
Sound a battle cry at Beth Aven, be-
hind you, Benjamin!

9 Ephraim will become a desolation in the
day of rebuke.

Among the tribes of Israel, I have
made known that which will surely
be.

10 The princes of Judah are like those who
remove a landmark.

I will pour out my wrath on them like
water.

11Ephraim is oppressed,
he is crushed in judgment,
because he is intent in his pursuit of
idols.

12Therefore I am to Ephraim like amoth,
and to the house of Judah like rotten-
ness.

13 “When Ephraim saw his sickness,
and Judah his wound,
then Ephraimwent to Assyria,
and sent to King Jareb:

but he is not able to heal you,
neither will he cure you of your
wound.

14For I will be to Ephraim like a lion,

and like a young lion to the house of
Judah.

I myself will tear in pieces and go away.
I will carry off, and there will be no
one to deliver.

15 I will go and return to my place,
until they acknowledge their offense,
and seekmy face.
In their affliction they will seek me
earnestly.”

6
1 “Come! Let’s return to Yahweh;
for he has torn us to pieces,
and he will heal us;

he has injured us,
and he will bind up our wounds.

2After two days he will revive us.
On the third day he will raise us up,
and wewill live before him.

3Let’s acknowledge Yahweh.
Let’s press on to know Yahweh.

As surely as the sun rises,
Yahwehwill appear.

He will come to us like the rain,
like the spring rain that waters the
earth.”

4 “Ephraim, what shall I do to you?
Judah, what shall I do to you?
For your love is like amorning cloud,
and like the dew that disappears early.

5 Therefore I have cut them to pieces with
the prophets;

I killed them with the words of my
mouth.

Your judgmentsare likeaflashof light-
ning.

6For I desire mercy, and not sacrifice;
and the knowledge of God more than
burnt offerings.

7 But they, like Adam, have broken the
covenant.

They were unfaithful to me there.
8 Gilead is a city of those who work iniq-

uity;
it is stained with blood.

9 As gangs of robbers wait to ambush a
man,

so the company of priests murder on
the path toward Shechem,
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committing shameful crimes.
10 In the house of Israel I have seen a horri-

ble thing.
There is prostitution in Ephraim.
Israel is defiled.

11 “Also, Judah, there is a harvest ap-
pointed for you,

when I restore the fortunes ofmy peo-
ple.

7
1When I would heal Israel,
then the iniquity of Ephraim is uncov-
ered,

also the wickedness of Samaria;
for they commit falsehood,
and the thief enters in,
and the gang of robbers ravages out-
side.

2 They don’t consider in their hearts that I
remember all their wickedness.

Now their own deeds have engulfed
them.

They are before my face.
3 They make the king glad with their

wickedness,
and the princes with their lies.

4They are all adulterers.
They are burning like an oven that the
baker stops stirring,

from the kneading of the dough, until
it is leavened.

5On the day of our king, the princes made
themselves sick with the heat of
wine.

He joined his handwithmockers.
6For theyhaveprepared theirheart likean

oven,
while they lie in wait.
Their anger smolders all night.
In the morning it burns as a flaming
fire.

7They are all hot as an oven,
and devour their judges.

All their kings have fallen.
There is no one among themwho calls
to me.

8 Ephraim mixes himself among the na-
tions.

Ephraim is a pancake not turned over.
9 Strangers have devoured his strength,

and he doesn’t realize it.

Indeed, gray hairs are here and there on
him,

and he doesn’t realize it.
10The pride of Israel testifies to his face;

yet they haven’t returned to Yahweh
their God,

nor sought him, for all this.
11 “Ephraim is like an easily deceived dove,

without understanding.
They call to Egypt.
They go to Assyria.

12 When they go, I will spread my net on
them.

Iwill bring themdown like thebirdsof
the sky.

I will chastise them, as their congrega-
tion has heard.

13Woe to them!
For they have wandered fromme.

Destruction to them!
For they have trespassed against me.

Though I would redeem them,
yet they have spoken lies against me.

14 They haven’t cried to me with their
heart,

but they howl on their beds.
They assemble themselves for grain and

newwine.
They turn away fromme.

15 Though I have taught and strengthened
their arms,

yet they plot evil against me.
16They return, but not to theMost High.

They are like a faulty bow.
Their princeswill fall by the sword for
the rage of their tongue.

This will be their derision in the land
of Egypt.

8
1 “Put the trumpet to your lips!
Something like an eagle is over Yah-
weh’s house,

because they have broken my
covenant

and rebelled against my law.
2 They cry to me, ‘My God, we, Israel, ac-

knowledge you!’
3 Israel has cast off that which is good.
The enemywill pursue him.

4They have set up kings, but not byme.
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They have made princes, and I didn’t
approve.

Of their silver and their gold theyhave
made themselves idols,

that theymay be cut off.
5Let Samaria throw out his calf idol!

My anger burns against them!
How longwill it be until they are capa-
ble of purity?

6For this is even from Israel!
The workman made it, and it is no
God;

indeed, the calf of Samaria shall be
broken in pieces.

7For they sow the wind,
and they will reap the whirlwind.

He has no standing grain.
The stalk will yield no head.
If it does yield, strangers will swallow
it up.

8 Israel is swallowed up.
Now they are among the nations like a
worthless thing.

9For they have gone up to Assyria,
like a wild donkey wandering alone.
Ephraim has hired lovers for himself.

10 But although they sold themselves
among the nations,

I will now gather them;
and they begin to waste away because
of the oppression of the king of
mighty ones.

11 Because Ephraim has multiplied altars
for sinning,

they became for him altars for sin-
ning.

12 I wrote for him the many things of my
law,

but they were regarded as a strange
thing.

13As for the sacrifices of my offerings,
they sacrificemeat and eat it,
but Yahweh doesn’t accept them.

Now hewill remember their iniquity,
and punish their sins.
They will return to Egypt.

14 For Israel has forgotten his Maker and
built palaces;

and Judah has multiplied fortified
cities;

but I will send a fire on his cities,

and it will devour its fortresses.”

9
1 Don’t rejoice, Israel, to jubilation like

the nations;
for you were unfaithful to your God.
You love the wages of a prostitute at
every grain threshing floor.

2 The threshing floor and the wine press
won’t feed them,

and the newwine will fail her.
3They won’t dwell in Yahweh’s land;

but Ephraimwill return to Egypt,
and they will eat unclean food in As-
syria.

4 They won’t pour out wine offerings to
Yahweh,

neither will they be pleasing to him.
Their sacrificeswill be to them like the
bread of mourners;

all who eat of it will be polluted;
for their bread will be for their ap-
petite.

It will not come into Yahweh’s house.
5 What will you do in the day of solemn

assembly,
and in the day of the feast of Yahweh?

6For, behold, when they flee destruction,
Egypt will gather them up.
Memphis will bury them.
Nettles will possess their pleasant
things of silver.

Thorns will be in their tents.
7The days of visitation have come.

The days of reckoning have come.
Israelwill consider theprophet tobea fool,

and the man who is inspired to be
insane,

becauseof theabundanceof your sins,
and because your hostility is great.

8AprophetwatchesoverEphraimwithmy
God.

A fowler’s snare is on all of his paths,
and hostility in the house of his God.

9They have deeply corrupted themselves,
as in the days of Gibeah.
He will remember their iniquity.
He will punish them for their sins.

10 I found Israel like grapes in the wilder-
ness.
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I saw your fathers as the first ripe in
the fig tree at its first season;

but they came to Baal Peor, and con-
secrated themselves to the shameful
thing,

and became abominable like that
which they loved.

11As for Ephraim, their glory will fly away
like a bird.

There will be no birth, no one with
child, and no conception.

12Though they bring up their children,
yet I will bereave them, so that not a
man shall be left.

Indeed, woe also to them when I de-
part from them!

13 I have seen Ephraim, like Tyre, planted
in a pleasant place;

but Ephraim will bring out his chil-
dren to themurderer.

14Give them—Yahwehwhat will you give?
Give them a miscarrying womb and
dry breasts.

15 “All their wickedness is in Gilgal;
for there I hated them.
Because of the wickedness of their
deeds, I will drive them out of my
house!

I will love them nomore.
All their princes are rebels.

16Ephraim is struck.
Their root has dried up.
They will bear no fruit.
Even though they give birth, yet I will
kill thebelovedonesof theirwomb.”

17 My God will cast them away, because
they didn’t listen to him;

and theywill bewanderers among the
nations.

10
1 Israel is a luxuriant vine that produces

his fruit.
According to the abundance of his
fruit he has multiplied his altars.

As their landhas prospered, they have
adorned their sacred stones.

2Their heart is divided.
Now they will be found guilty.
He will demolish their altars.
He will destroy their sacred stones.

3 Surely now they will say, “We have no
king; for we don’t fear Yahweh;

and the king, what can he do for us?”
4 They make promises, swearing falsely in

making covenants.
Therefore judgment springs up like
poisonous weeds in the furrows of
the field.

5 The inhabitants of Samaria will be in
terror for the calves of Beth Aven,

for its people will mourn over it,
along with its priests who rejoiced
over it,

for its glory, because it has departed
from it.

6 It also will be carried to Assyria for a
present to a great king.

Ephraimwill receive shame,
and Israel will be ashamed of his own
counsel.

7 Samaria and her king float away
like a twig on the water.

8 The high places also of Aven, the sin of
Israel, will be destroyed.

The thorn and the thistle will come up
on their altars.

They will tell the mountains, “Cover
us!” and the hills, “Fall on us!”

9 “Israel, you have sinned from the days of
Gibeah.

There they remained.
The battle against the children of
iniquity doesn’t overtake them in
Gibeah.

10When it ismydesire, Iwill chastise them;
and the nations will be gathered
against them

when they are bound to their two
transgressions.

11Ephraim is a trained heifer that loves to
thresh,

so I will put a yoke on her beautiful
neck.

I will set a rider on Ephraim.
Judah will plow.
Jacob will break his clods.

12 Sow to yourselves in righteousness,
reap according to kindness.

Break up your fallow ground,
for it is time to seek Yahweh,
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until he comes and rains righteous-
ness on you.

13You have plowedwickedness.
You have reaped iniquity.
You have eaten the fruit of lies,
for you trusted in your way, in the
multitude of yourmighty men.

14Therefore a battle roar will arise among
your people,

and all your fortresses will be de-
stroyed,

as Shalman destroyed Beth Arbel in
the day of battle.

Themotherwas dashed in pieceswith
her children.

15 So Bethel will do to you because of your
great wickedness.

At daybreak the king of Israel will be
destroyed.

11
1 “When Israel was a child, then I loved

him,
and calledmy son out of Egypt.

2 They called to them, so they went from
them.

They sacrificed to the Baals,
and burned incense to engraved im-
ages.

3Yet I taught Ephraim to walk.
I took them by their arms,
but they didn’t know that I healed
them.

4 I drew themwith cords of aman,with ties
of love;

and Iwas to them like thosewho lift up
the yoke on their necks;

and I bent down to him and I fed him.
5 “Theywon’t return into the land of Egypt;

but the Assyrian will be their king,
because they refused to repent.

6The sword will fall on their cities,
andwill destroy thebars of their gates,
and will put an end to their plans.

7 My people are determined to turn from
me.

Though they call to the Most High,
he certainly won’t exalt them.

8 “How can I give you up, Ephraim?
How can I hand you over, Israel?

How can I make you like Admah?
How can I make you like Zeboiim?

My heart is turned withinme,
my compassion is aroused.

9 I will not execute the fierceness of my
anger.

I will not return to destroy Ephraim,
for I am God, and not man—the Holy
One among you.

I will not come in wrath.
10They will walk after Yahweh,

whowill roar like a lion;
for he will roar, and the children will
come trembling from the west.

11They will come trembling like a bird out
of Egypt,

and like a dove out of the land of As-
syria;

and I will settle them in their houses,” says
Yahweh.

12Ephraim surroundsmewith falsehood,
and the house of Israel with deceit.
Judah still strays from God,
and is unfaithful to the Holy One.

12
1Ephraim feeds on wind,
and chases the east wind.
He continuallymultiplies lies and des-
olation.

Theymake a covenant with Assyria,
and oil is carried into Egypt.

2 Yahweh also has a controversy with Ju-
dah,

andwill punish Jacob according to his
ways;

according to his deeds he will repay
him.

3 In the womb he took his brother by the
heel,

and in his manhood he contended
with God.

4 Indeed, he struggled with the angel, and
prevailed;

he wept, and made supplication to
him.

He found him at Bethel, and there he
spoke with us—

5 even Yahweh, the God of Armies.
Yahweh is his name of renown!

6Therefore turn to your God.
Keep kindness and justice,
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andwait continually for your God.

7 A merchant has dishonest scales in his
hand.

He loves to defraud.
8Ephraimsaid, “Surely Ihavebecomerich.

I have foundmyself wealth.
In all my wealth they won’t find in me
any iniquity that is sin.”

9 “But I amYahwehyourGod from the land
of Egypt.

I will yet again make you dwell in
tents,

as in the days of the solemn feast.
10 I have also spoken to the prophets,

and I havemultiplied visions;
and by the ministry of the prophets I
have used parables.

11 If Gilead is wicked,
surely they are worthless.

In Gilgal they sacrifice bulls.
Indeed, their altars are like heaps in
the furrows of the field.

12 Jacob fled into the country of Aram.
Israel served to get a wife.
For a wife he tended flocks and herds.

13 By a prophet Yahweh brought Israel up
out of Egypt,

and by a prophet he was preserved.
14Ephraim has bitterly provoked anger.

Thereforehis bloodwill be left onhim,
and his Lord†will repay his contempt.

13
1When Ephraim spoke, there was trem-

bling.
He exalted himself in Israel,
but when he became guilty through
Baal, he died.

2Now they sinmore andmore,
andhavemade themselvesmolten im-
ages of their silver,

even idols according to their own un-
derstanding,

all of them the work of the craftsmen.
They say of them, ‘They offer human
sacrifice and kiss the calves.’

3 Therefore they will be like the morning
mist,

like the dew that passes away early,

like the chaff that is driven with the
whirlwind out of the threshing
floor,

and like the smoke out of the chimney.

4 “Yet I amYahweh your God from the land
of Egypt;

and you shall acknowledge no god but
me,

and besides me there is no savior.
5 I knew you in the wilderness,

in the land of great drought.
6 According to their pasture, so were they

filled;
they were filled, and their heart was
exalted.

Therefore they have forgottenme.
7Therefore I am like a lion to them.

Like a leopard, I will lurk by the path.
8 I will meet them like a bear that is be-

reaved of her cubs,
and will tear the covering of their
heart.

There Iwill devour them like a lioness.
The wild animal will tear them.

9Youaredestroyed, Israel, becauseyouare
against me,

against your helper.
10 Where is your king now, that he may

save you in all your cities?
And your judges, of whom you said,

‘Giveme a king and princes’?
11 I have given you a king inmy anger,

andhave takenhimaway inmywrath.
12The guilt of Ephraim is stored up.

His sin is stored up.
13 The sorrows of a travailing woman will

come on him.
He is an unwise son,
for when it is time, he doesn’t come to
the opening of the womb.

14 I will ransom them from the power of
Sheol.†

I will redeem them from death!
Death, where are your plagues?
Sheol, where is your destruction?

“Compassionwill be hidden frommy eyes.
15 Though he is fruitful among his
brothers, an east wind will come,

† 12:14 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 13:14 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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the breath of Yahweh coming up from
the wilderness;

and his spring will become dry,
and his fountain will be dried up.
Hewill plunder the storehouseof trea-
sure.

16 Samaria will bear her guilt,
for she has rebelled against her God.
They will fall by the sword.
Their infants will be dashed in pieces,
and their pregnant women will be
ripped open.”

14
1 Israel, return to Yahweh your God;

for you have fallen because of your
sin.

2 Take words with you, and return to Yah-
weh.

Tell him, “Forgive all our sins,
and accept that which is good;
so we offer bulls as we vowed of our
lips.

3Assyria can’t save us.
Wewon’t ride on horses;
neither will we say any more to the
work of our hands, ‘Our gods!’

for in you the fatherless findsmercy.”
4 “I will heal their waywardness.

I will love them freely;
for my anger is turned away from
them.

5 I will be like the dew to Israel.
He will blossom like the lily,
and senddownhis roots like Lebanon.

6His branches will spread,
and his beauty will be like the olive
tree,

and his fragrance like Lebanon.
7Menwill dwell in his shade.

They will revive like the grain,
and blossom like the vine.
Their fragrancewill be like thewineof
Lebanon.

8Ephraim,whathave I todoanymorewith
idols?

I answer, and will take care of him.
I am like a green cypress tree;
fromme your fruit is found.”

9 Who is wise, that he may understand
these things?

Who is prudent, that he may know
them?

For the ways of Yahweh are right,
and the righteous walk in them,
but the rebellious stumble in them.
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The Book of
Joel

1 Yahweh’s† word that came to Joel, the
son of Pethuel.
2Hear this, you elders,

and listen, all you inhabitants of the
land!

Has this ever happened in your days,
or in the days of your fathers?

3Tell your children about it,
and have your children tell their chil-
dren,

and their children, another genera-
tion.

4 What the swarming locust has left, the
great locust has eaten.

What the great locust has left, the
grasshopper has eaten.

What the grasshopper has left, the
caterpillar has eaten.

5Wake up, you drunkards, and weep!
Wail, all youdrinkers ofwine, because
of the sweet wine,

for it is cut off from yourmouth.
6 For a nation has come up on my land,

strong, and without number.
His teeth are the teeth of a lion,
and he has the fangs of a lioness.

7He has laid my vine waste,
and strippedmy fig tree.
He has stripped its bark, and thrown it
away.

Its branches are made white.
8Mourn like a virgin dressed in sackcloth

for the husband of her youth!
9 The meal offering and the drink offering

are cut off from Yahweh’s house.
The priests, Yahweh’s ministers,
mourn.

10The field is laid waste.
The land mourns, for the grain is de-
stroyed,

The newwine has dried up,
and the oil languishes.

11Be confounded, you farmers!
Wail, you vineyard keepers,
for the wheat and for the barley;

for the harvest of the field has per-
ished.

12 The vine has dried up, and the fig tree
withered—

the pomegranate tree, the palm tree
also, and the apple tree,

even all of the trees of the field are
withered;

for joy has withered away from the
sons of men.

13Put on sackcloth andmourn, youpriests!
Wail, youministers of the altar.

Come, lie all night in sackcloth, you minis-
ters of my God,‡

for themeal offering and the drink of-
fering arewithheld fromyour God’s
house.

14 Sanctify a fast.
Call a solemn assembly.
Gather the elders and all the inhab-
itants of the land to the house of
Yahweh, your God,

and cry to Yahweh.
15Alas for the day!

For the day of Yahweh is at hand,
and it will come as destruction from
the Almighty.

16 Isn’t the food cut off before our eyes,
joy andgladness from thehouse of our
God?

17The seeds rot under their clods.
The granaries are laid desolate.
The barns are broken down, for the
grain has withered.

18How the animals groan!
The herds of livestock are perplexed,
because they have no pasture.

Yes, the flocks of sheep aremade deso-
late.

19Yahweh, I cry to you,
for the fire has devoured the pastures
of the wilderness,

and the flame has burned all the trees
of the field.

20Yes, the animals of the field pant to you,
for the water brooks have dried up,
and thefirehas devoured the pastures
of the wilderness.

† 1:1 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:13 The
Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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2
1Blow the trumpet in Zion,

and sound an alarm inmy holymoun-
tain!

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
for the day of Yahweh comes,
for it is close at hand:

2A day of darkness and gloominess,
a day of clouds and thick darkness.

As the dawn spreading on themountains,
a great and strong people;
there has never been the like,
neither will there be any more after
them,

even to the years ofmany generations.
3A fire devours before them,

and behind them, a flame burns.
The land is as the garden of Eden before

them,
and behind them, a desolate wilder-
ness.

Yes, and no one has escaped them.
4Their appearance is as the appearance of

horses,
and they run as horsemen.

5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops of
themountains, they leap,

like the noise of a flame of fire that
devours the stubble,

like a strong people set in battle array.
6 At their presence the peoples are in an-

guish.
All faces have grown pale.

7They run like mighty men.
They climb the wall like warriors.
They each march in his line, and they
don’t swerve off course.

8One doesn’t jostle another.
They eachmarch in their own path.
They burst through the defenses
and don’t break ranks.

9They rush on the city.
They run on the wall.
They climb up into the houses.
They enter in at the windows like
thieves.

10The earth quakes before them.
The heavens tremble.
The sun and themoon are darkened,
and the stars withdraw their shining.

11 Yahweh thunders his voice before his
army,

for his forces are very great;
for he is strong who obeys his com-
mand;

for thedayofYahweh is great andvery
awesome,

and who can endure it?
12 “Yet even now,” says Yahweh, “turn to

mewith all your heart,
and with fasting, and with weeping,
and withmourning.”

13Tear your heart and not your garments,
and turn to Yahweh, your God;
for he is gracious andmerciful,
slow to anger, and abundant in loving
kindness,

and relents from sending calamity.
14Who knows? Hemay turn and relent,

and leave a blessing behind him,
even ameal offering and adrink offer-
ing to Yahweh, your God.

15Blow the trumpet in Zion!
Sanctify a fast.
Call a solemn assembly.

16Gather the people.
Sanctify the assembly.
Assemble the elders.
Gather the children, and those who
nurse from breasts.

Let the bridegroom go out of his room,
and the bride out of her chamber.

17Let the priests, the ministers of Yahweh,
weep between the porch and the
altar,

and let them say, “Spare your people,
Yahweh,

and don’t give your heritage to re-
proach,

that the nations should rule over
them.

Why should they say among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’ ”

18Then Yahwehwas jealous for his land,
and had pity on his people.

19Yahweh answered his people,
“Behold,† I will send you grain, new
wine, and oil,

and you will be satisfied with them;
and I will no more make you a re-
proach among the nations.

† 2:19 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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20But I will remove the northern army far
away from you,

and will drive it into a barren and
desolate land,

its front into the eastern sea,
and its back into the western sea;
and its stench will come up,
and its bad smell will rise.”

Surely he has done great things.
21Land, don’t be afraid.

Be glad and rejoice, for Yahweh has
done great things.

22Don’t be afraid, you animals of the field;
for the pastures of the wilderness
spring up,

for the tree bears its fruit.
The fig tree and the vine yield their
strength.

23 “Be glad then, you children of Zion,
and rejoice in Yahweh, your God;
for he gives you the early rain in just
measure,

and he causes the rain to come down
for you,

the early rain and the latter rain, as
before.

24The threshingfloorswill be full ofwheat,
and the vats will overflow with new
wine and oil.

25 I will restore to you the years that the
swarming locust has eaten,

the great locust, the grasshopper, and
the caterpillar,

my great army, which I sent among
you.

26 You will have plenty to eat and be satis-
fied,

and will praise the name of Yahweh,
your God,

who has dealt wondrously with you;
and my people will never again be
disappointed.

27Youwill know that I am among Israel,
and that I am Yahweh, your God, and
there is no one else;

and my people will never again be
disappointed.

28 “It will happen afterward, that I will
pour out my Spirit on all flesh;

andyour sons andyourdaughterswill
prophesy.

Your old menwill dream dreams.
Your youngmenwill see visions.

29 And also on the servants and on the
handmaids in those days,

I will pour out my Spirit.
30 I will show wonders in the heavens and

in the earth:
blood, fire, and pillars of smoke.

31The sunwill be turned into darkness,
and themoon into blood,
before the great and terrible day of
Yahweh comes.

32 It will happen that whoever will call on
Yahweh’s name shall be saved;

for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
there will be those who escape,

as Yahweh has said,
and among the remnant, those whom
Yahweh calls.

3
1 “For, behold, in those days,

and in that time,
when I restore the fortunes of Judah
and Jerusalem,

2 I will gather all nations,
and will bring them down into the
valley of Jehoshaphat;

and I will execute judgment on them
there for my people,

and for my heritage, Israel, whom
they have scattered among the na-
tions.

They have dividedmy land,
3and have cast lots for my people,
and have given a boy for a prostitute,
and sold a girl for wine, that they may
drink.

4 “Yes, and what are you to me, Tyre and
Sidon,

and all the regions of Philistia?
Will you repayme?

And if you repayme,
I will swiftly and speedily return your
repayment on your own head.

5Because youhave takenmy silver andmy
gold,

and have carried my finest treasures
into your temples,



Joel 3:6 901 Joel 3:21

6 and have sold the children of Judah
and the children of Jerusalem to the
sons of the Greeks,

that you may remove them far from
their border.

7Behold, I will stir themup out of the place
where you have sold them,

and will return your repayment on
your own head;

8 and I will sell your sons and your daugh-
ters into the hands of the children of
Judah,

and they will sell them to the men of
Sheba,

to a faraway nation,
for Yahweh has spoken it.”

9Proclaim this among the nations:
“Prepare for war!
Stir up themighty men.

Let all the warriors draw near.
Let them come up.
10Beat your plowshares into swords,
and your pruning hooks into spears.
Let the weak say, ‘I am strong.’

11 Hurry and come, all you surrounding
nations,

and gather yourselves together.”
Cause your mighty ones to come down

there, Yahweh.
12 “Let the nations arouse themselves,

and come up to the valley of Je-
hoshaphat;

for there I will sit to judge all the sur-
rounding nations.

13Put in the sickle;
for the harvest is ripe.
Come, tread, for the wine press is full,
the vats overflow, for their wicked-
ness is great.”

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of
decision!

For the day of Yahweh is near in the
valley of decision.

15The sun and themoon are darkened,
and the stars withdraw their shining.

16Yahwehwill roar from Zion,
and thunder from Jerusalem;
and the heavens and the earth will
shake;

but Yahweh will be a refuge to his
people,

and a stronghold to the children of
Israel.

17 “So you will know that I am Yahweh,
your God,

dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain.
Then Jerusalemwill be holy,

andno strangerswill pass throughher
anymore.

18 It will happen in that day,
that the mountains will drop down
sweet wine,

the hills will flowwithmilk,
all the brooks of Judah will flow with
waters;

and a fountain will flow out from Yah-
weh’s house,

and will water the valley of Shittim.
19Egypt will be a desolation

and Edom will be a desolate wilder-
ness,

for theviolencedone to the childrenof
Judah,

because they have shed innocent
blood in their land.

20But Judah will be inhabited forever,
and Jerusalemfromgeneration togen-
eration.

21 I will cleanse their blood
that I have not cleansed,
for Yahweh dwells in Zion.”
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The Book of
Amos

1 The words of Amos, who was among
the herdsmen of Tekoa, which he saw con-
cerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of
Judah and in the days of Jeroboam the son
of Joash, king of Israel, two years before
the earthquake.

2He said:
“Yahweh†will roar from Zion,

and utter his voice from Jerusalem;
and the pastures of the shepherds will

mourn,
and the top of Carmel will wither.”

3Yahweh says:
“For three transgressions of Damascus,

yes, for four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have threshed Gilead
with threshing instruments of iron;

4 but I will send a fire into the house of
Hazael,

and it will devour the palaces of Ben
Hadad.

5 I will break the bar of Damascus,
and cut off the inhabitant from the
valley of Aven,

and him who holds the scepter from
the house of Eden;

and the people of Syria shall go into
captivity to Kir,”

says Yahweh.
6Yahweh says:

“For three transgressions of Gaza, yes, for
four,

I will not turn away its punishment,
because they carried away captive the
whole community,

to deliver them up to Edom;
7but I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza,

and it will devour its palaces.
8 I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod,

and him who holds the scepter from
Ashkelon;

and I will turnmy hand against Ekron;
and the remnant of the Philistineswill
perish,”

says the Lord‡ Yahweh.
9Yahweh says:

“For three transgressions of Tyre, yes, for
four,

I will not turn away its punishment;
because they delivered up the whole
community to Edom,

and didn’t remember the brotherly
covenant;

10but I will send a fire on the wall of Tyre,
and it will devour its palaces.”

11Yahweh says:
“For three transgressions of Edom, yes, for

four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because he pursued his brother with
the sword

and cast off all pity,
and his anger raged continually,
and he kept his wrath forever;

12but I will send a fire on Teman,
and it will devour the palaces of
Bozrah.”

13Yahweh says:
“For three transgressionsof the childrenof

Ammon, yes, for four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have ripped open the
pregnant women of Gilead,

that theymay enlarge their border.
14 But I will kindle a fire in the wall of

Rabbah,
and it will devour its palaces,
with shouting in the day of battle,
with a storm in the day of the whirl-
wind;

15and their king will go into captivity,
he and his princes together,”

says Yahweh.

2
1Yahweh says:

“For three transgressions of Moab, yes, for
four,

I will not turn away its punishment,
because he burned the bones of the
king of Edom into lime;

2but I will send a fire onMoab,
and it will devour the palaces of Ke-
rioth;

† 1:2 “Yahweh” is God’s properName, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:8Theword
translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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and Moab will die with tumult, with
shouting, and with the sound of the
trumpet;

3 and I will cut off the judge from among
them,

and will kill all its princes with him,”
says Yahweh.
4Yahweh says:

“For three transgressions of Judah, yes, for
four,

I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have rejected Yahweh’s
law,

and have not kept his statutes,
and their lies have led them astray,
after which their fathers walked;

5but I will send a fire on Judah,
and it will devour the palaces of
Jerusalem.”

6Yahweh says:
“For three transgressions of Israel, yes, for

four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have sold the righteous
for silver,

and the needy for a pair of sandals;
7 They trample the heads of the poor
into the dust of the earth

and deny justice to the oppressed.
Amanandhis fatheruse the samemaiden,

to profanemy holy name.
8They lay themselves down beside ev-
ery altar on clothes taken in pledge.

In the house of their God† they drink
the wine of those who have been
fined.

9Yet I destroyed the Amorite before them,
whoseheightwas like theheight of the
cedars,

and he was strong as the oaks;
yet I destroyed his fruit from above,
and his roots from beneath.

10Also I brought you up out of the land of
Egypt

and led you forty years in the wilder-
ness,

to possess the land of the Amorite.
11 I raised up some of your sons for

prophets,

and some of your young men for
Nazirites.

Isn’t this true,
you children of Israel?” says Yahweh.

12 “But you gave the Nazirites wine to
drink,

and commanded the prophets, saying,
‘Don’t prophesy!’

13Behold,‡ I will crush you in your place,
as a cart crushes that is full of grain.

14Flight will perish from the swift.
The strong won’t strengthen his force.
Themighty won’t deliver himself.

15Hewho handles the bowwon’t stand.
He who is swift of foot won’t escape.
He who rides the horse won’t deliver
himself.

16Hewho is courageous among themighty
will flee away naked on that day,”

says Yahweh.

3
1Hear thisword thatYahwehhas spoken

against you, children of Israel, against the
whole familywhich I brought up out of the
land of Egypt, saying:
2 “I have only chosen you of all the families

of the earth.
Therefore I will punish you for all of
your sins.”

3Do twowalk together,
unless they have agreed?

4Will a lion roar in the thicket,
when he has no prey?

Does a young lion cry out of his den,
if he has caught nothing?

5Can a bird fall in a trap on the earth,
where no snare is set for him?

Does a snare spring up from the ground,
when there is nothing to catch?

6Does the trumpet alarm sound in a city,
without the people being afraid?

Does evil happen to a city,
and Yahweh hasn’t done it?

7 Surely the Lord Yahwehwill do nothing,
unless he reveals his secret to his ser-
vants the prophets.

8The lion has roared.
Whowill not fear?

The Lord Yahweh has spoken.
† 2:8 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 2:13 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take
notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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Who can but prophesy?
9Proclaim in the palaces at Ashdod,

and in the palaces in the land of Egypt,
and say, “Assemble yourselves on the

mountains of Samaria,
and see what unrest is in her,
and what oppression is among them.”

10 “Indeed they don’t know to do right,”
says Yahweh,

“Who hoard plunder and loot in their
palaces.”

11Therefore the Lord Yahweh says:
“An adversary will overrun the land;

and he will pull down your
strongholds,

and your fortresses will be plun-
dered.”

12Yahweh says:
“As the shepherd rescues out of themouth

of the lion two legs,
or a piece of an ear,
so shall the children of Israel be res-
cued who sit in Samaria on the cor-
ner of a couch,

and on the silken cushions of a bed.”
13 “Listen, and testify against the house

of Jacob,” says the Lord Yahweh, the God
of Armies.
14 “For in the day that I visit the transgres-

sions of Israel on him,
I will also visit the altars of Bethel;
and the horns of the altar will be cut
off,

and fall to the ground.
15 I will strike the winter house with the

summer house;
and the houses of ivory will perish,
and the great houses will have an
end,”

says Yahweh.

4
1Listen to thisword, youcowsofBashan,

who are on themountain of Samaria, who
oppress the poor, who crush the needy,
who tell their husbands, “Bring us drinks!”
2 The Lord Yahweh has sworn by his holi-

ness,
“Behold, the days shall come on you
that they will take you away with
hooks,

and the last of you with fish hooks.
3Youwill go out at the breaks in the wall,

everyone straight before her;
and you will cast yourselves into Har-
mon,” says Yahweh.

4 “Go to Bethel, and sin;
to Gilgal, and sinmore.

Bring your sacrifices everymorning,
your tithes every three days,
5 offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving of
that which is leavened,

and proclaim free will offerings and
brag about them;

for this pleases you, you children of
Israel,” says the Lord Yahweh.

6 “I also have given you cleanness of teeth
in all your cities,

and lack of bread in every town;
yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
Yahweh.

7 “I also have withheld the rain from you,
when there were yet three months to
the harvest;

and I caused it to rain on one city,
and caused it not to rain on another
city.

One field was rained on,
and the field where it didn’t rainwith-
ered.

8So twoor three cities staggered to one city
to drink water,

and were not satisfied;
yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
Yahweh.

9 “I struck you with blight and mildew
many times in your gardens and
your vineyards,

and the swarming locusts have de-
voured your fig trees and your olive
trees;

yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
Yahweh.

10 “I sent plagues among you like I did
Egypt.

I have slain your young men with the
sword,

and have carried away your horses.
I filledyournostrilswith the stenchof your

camp,
yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
Yahweh.

11 “I have overthrown some of you,
as when God overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah,
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and you were like a burning stick
plucked out of the fire;

yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
Yahweh.

12 “Therefore I will do this to you, Israel;
because I will do this to you,
prepare to meet your God, Israel.

13 For, behold, he who forms the moun-
tains, creates the wind, declares to
manwhat is his thought,

who makes the morning darkness,
and treads on the high places of the
earth:

Yahweh, the God of Armies, is his
name.”

5
1 Listen to this word which I take up for

a lamentation over you, O house of Israel:
2 “The virgin of Israel has fallen;

She shall rise nomore.
She is cast down on her land;

there is no one to raise her up.”
3For the Lord Yahweh says:

“The city that went out a thousand shall
have a hundred left,

and that which went out one hundred
shall have ten left to the house of
Israel.”

4For Yahweh says to the house of Israel:
“Seekme, and youwill live;
5but don’t seek Bethel,

nor enter into Gilgal,
and don’t pass to Beersheba;

for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity,
and Bethel shall come to nothing.

6 Seek Yahweh, and youwill live,
lest he break out like fire in the house
of Joseph,

and it devour, and there be no one to
quench it in Bethel.

7Youwho turn justice to wormwood,
and cast down righteousness to the
earth!

8 Seek him who made the Pleiades and
Orion,

and turns the shadowof death into the
morning,

andmakes the day dark with night;
who calls for the waters of the sea,
and pours them out on the surface of
the earth, Yahweh is his name,

9 who brings sudden destruction on the
strong,

so that destruction comes on the
fortress.

10They hate himwho reproves in the gate,
and they abhor him who speaks
blamelessly.

11 Therefore, because you trample on the
poor and take taxes from him of
wheat,

you have built houses of cut stone, but
you will not dwell in them.

You have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.

12For I know howmany are your offenses,
and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the just,
who take a bribe,
and who turn away the needy in the
courts.

13Therefore a prudent person keeps silent
in such a time,

for it is an evil time.
14 Seek good, and not evil,

that youmay live;
and soYahweh, theGodofArmies,will
be with you,

as you say.
15Hate evil, love good,

and establish justice in the courts.
It may be that Yahweh, the God of
Armies, will be gracious to the rem-
nant of Joseph.”

16Therefore Yahweh, the God of Armies,
the Lord, says:
“Wailing will be in all the wide ways.

They will say in all the streets, ‘Alas!
Alas!’

Theywill call the farmer tomourning,
and those who are skillful in lamenta-
tion to wailing.

17 In all vineyards there will be wailing,
for I will pass through the middle of
you,” says Yahweh.

18 “Woe to you who desire the day of Yah-
weh!

Why do you long for the day of Yah-
weh?

It is darkness,
and not light.

19As if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him;
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or he went into the house and leaned his
hand on the wall,

and a snake bit him.
20 Won’t the day of Yahweh be darkness,

and not light?
Even very dark, and no brightness in
it?

21 I hate, I despise your feasts,
and I can’t stand your solemn assem-
blies.

22 Yes, though you offer me your burnt
offerings andmeal offerings,

I will not accept them;
neither will I regard the peace offer-
ings of your fat animals.

23 Take away from me the noise of your
songs!

I will not listen to the music of your
harps.

24But let justice roll on like rivers,
and righteousness like a mighty
stream.

25 “Did you bring to me sacrifices and
offerings in the wilderness forty years,
house of Israel?

26 You also carried the tent of your king
and the shrine of your images, the star of
your god, which youmade for yourselves.

27 Therefore I will cause you to go into
captivity beyond Damascus,” says Yah-
weh, whose name is the God of Armies.

6
1Woe to those who are at ease in Zion,
and to those who are secure on the
mountain of Samaria,

the notable men of the chief of the
nations,

to whom the house of Israel come!
2Go to Calneh, and see.

From there go to Hamath the great.
Then go down to Gath of the
Philistines.

Are they better than these kingdoms?
Is their border greater than your bor-
der?

3 Alas for you who put far away the evil
day,

and cause the seat of violence to come
near,

4who lie on beds of ivory,
and stretch themselves on their
couches,

and eat the lambs out of the flock,
and the calves out of themiddle of the
stall,

5who strum on the strings of a harp,
who invent for themselves instru-
ments of music, like David;

6who drink wine in bowls,
and anoint themselves with the best
oils,

but they are not grieved for the afflic-
tion of Joseph.

7 Therefore they will now go captive with
the first who go captive.

The feasting and lounging will end.
8“TheLordYahwehhas swornbyhimself,”

says Yahweh, the God of Armies:
“I abhor the pride of Jacob,
and detest his fortresses.
Therefore I will deliver up the city
with all that is in it.

9 It will happen that if ten men remain in
one house,

they will die.
10 “When a man’s relative carries him,

even he who burns him, to bring bodies
out of the house, and asks him who is in
the innermost parts of the house, ‘Is there
yet any with you?’ And he says, ‘No;’ then
he will say, ‘Hush! Indeed we must not
mention Yahweh’s name.’
11 “For, behold, Yahweh commands, and

the great house will be smashed to
pieces,

and the little house into bits.
12Do horses run on the rocky crags?

Does one plow there with oxen?
But you have turned justice into poison,

and the fruit of righteousness into bit-
terness,

13 you who rejoice in a thing of nothing,
who say,

‘Haven’t we taken for ourselves horns
by our own strength?’

14 For, behold, I will raise up against you a
nation, house of Israel,”

says Yahweh, the God of Armies;
“and they will afflict you from the en-
trance ofHamath to the brook of the
Arabah.”
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7
1Thus the Lord Yahweh showedme: be-

hold, he formed locusts in the beginning of
the shooting up of the latter growth; and
behold, it was the latter growth after the
king’s harvest.

2 When they finished eating the grass
of the land, then I said, “Lord Yahweh,
forgive, I beg you! How could Jacob stand?
For he is small.”

3 Yahweh relented concerning this. “It
shall not be,” says Yahweh.

4Thus the Lord Yahweh showedme: be-
hold, the LordYahweh called for judgment
by fire; and it dried up the great deep, and
would have devoured the land.

5 Then I said, “Lord Yahweh, stop, I beg
you! How could Jacob stand? For he is
small.”

6Yahwehrelentedconcerning this. “This
also shall not be,” says the Lord Yahweh.

7 Thus he showed me: behold, the Lord
stood beside a wall made by a plumb line,
with a plumb line in his hand.

8Yahweh said tome, “Amos,what doyou
see?”
I said, “A plumb line.”
Then the Lord said, “Behold, I will set

a plumb line in the middle of my people
Israel. I will not again pass by them any
more.

9 The high places of Isaac will be deso-
late, the sanctuaries of Israel will be laid
waste; and I will rise against the house of
Jeroboamwith the sword.”

10ThenAmaziah thepriest of Bethel sent
to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos
has conspired against you in themiddle of
the house of Israel. The land is not able to
bear all his words.

11 For Amos says, ‘Jeroboam will die by
the sword, and Israel shall surely be led
away captive out of his land.’ ”

12Amaziah also said to Amos, “You seer,
go, flee away into the land of Judah, and
there eat bread, and prophesy there,

13 but don’t prophesy again any more at
Bethel; for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it
is a royal house!”

14ThenAmos answeredAmaziah, “I was
no prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son,

but I was a herdsman, and a farmer of
sycamore figs;

15 and Yahweh took me from following
the flock, and Yahweh said to me, ‘Go,
prophesy to my people Israel.’

16 Now therefore listen to Yahweh’s
word: ‘You say, Don’t prophesy against
Israel, and don’t preach against the house
of Isaac.’

17 Therefore Yahweh says: ‘Your wife
shall be a prostitute in the city, and your
sons and your daughters shall fall by the
sword, and your land shall be divided by
line; and you yourself shall die in a land
that is unclean, and Israel shall surely be
led away captive out of his land.’ ”

8
1Thus the Lord Yahweh showedme: be-

hold, a basket of summer fruit.
2He said, “Amos, what do you see?”
I said, “A basket of summer fruit.”
Then Yahweh said to me,

“The end has come onmy people Israel.
Iwill not againpassby themanymore.

3The songs of the templewill bewailing in
that day,” says the Lord Yahweh.

“The dead bodies will be many. In
every place they will throw them
out with silence.

4Hear this, you who desire to swallow up
the needy,

and cause the poor of the land to fail,
5 saying, ‘When will the new moon be
gone, that wemay sell grain?

And the Sabbath, that we may market
wheat,

making the ephah† small, and the
shekel‡ large,

and dealing falsely with balances of
deceit;

6 that wemay buy the poor for silver,
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and sell the sweepings with the
wheat?’ ”

7Yahweh has sworn by the pride of Jacob,
“Surely I will never forget any of their
works.

8Won’t the land tremble for this,
and everyonemournwhodwells in it?

† 8:5 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 8:5 a normal shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35
ounces.
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Yes, it will rise up wholly like the River;
and itwill be stirredupandsinkagain,
like the River of Egypt.

9 It will happen in that day,” says the Lord
Yahweh,

“that I will cause the sun to go down at
noon,

and Iwill darken the earth in the clear
day.

10 I will turn your feasts into mourning,
and all your songs into lamentation;

and I will make you wear sackcloth on all
your bodies,

and baldness on every head.
Iwillmake it like themourning for an only

son,
and its end like a bitter day.

11 Behold, the days come,” says the Lord
Yahweh,

“that I will send a famine in the land,
not a famine of bread,
nor a thirst for water,
but of hearing Yahweh’s words.

12They will wander from sea to sea,
and from the north even to the east;
they will run back and forth to seek
Yahweh’s word,

and will not find it.
13 In that day the beautiful virgins

and theyoungmenwill faint for thirst.
14Those who swear by the sin of Samaria,

and say, ‘As your god, Dan, lives,’
and, ‘As the way of Beersheba lives,’
theywill fall, andnever rise up again.”

9
1 I saw theLord standingbeside the altar,

and he said, “Strike the tops of the pillars,
that the thresholdsmay shake. Break them
in pieces on the head of all of them. I will
kill the last of them with the sword. Not
oneof themwill flee away. Not oneof them
will escape.

2 Though they dig into Sheol,† there my
hand will take them; and though they
climbup to heaven, there Iwill bring them
down.

3Though they hide themselves in the top
of Carmel, I will search and take them out
from there; and though they be hidden
from my sight in the bottom of the sea,

there I will command the serpent, and it
will bite them.

4 Though they go into captivity before
their enemies, there I will command the
sword, and it will kill them. I will set my
eyes on them for evil, and not for good.

5 For the Lord, Yahweh of Armies, is he
who touches the land and it melts, and
all who dwell in it will mourn; and it will
rise up wholly like the River, and will sink
again, like the River of Egypt.

6 It is he who builds his rooms in the
heavens, and has founded his vault on the
earth; he who calls for the waters of the
sea, and pours them out on the surface of
the earth—Yahweh is his name.

7 Are you not like the children of the
Ethiopians to me, children of Israel?” says
Yahweh. “Haven’t I brought up Israel out
of the land of Egypt, and the Philistines
from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?

8 Behold, the eyes of the Lord Yahweh
are on the sinful kingdom, and I will de-
stroy it from off the surface of the earth,
except that I will not utterly destroy the
house of Jacob,” says Yahweh.

9 “For behold, I will command, and I
will sift the house of Israel among all the
nations as grain is sifted in a sieve, yet not
the least kernel will fall on the earth.

10 All the sinners of my people will die
by the sword,who say, ‘Evilwon’t overtake
normeet us.’

11 In that day I will raise up the tent
of David who is fallen and close up its
breaches, and I will raise up its ruins, and
I will build it as in the days of old,

12 that they may possess the remnant of
Edomandall the nationswhoare called by
my name,” says Yahwehwho does this.
13 “Behold, the days come,” says Yahweh,

“that the plowman shall overtake the
reaper,

and the one treading grapes him who
sows seed;

and sweet wine will drip from the
mountains,

and flow from the hills.
14 I will bring my people Israel back from

captivity,
† 9:2 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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and theywill rebuild the ruined cities,
and inhabit them;

and they will plant vineyards, and
drink wine from them.

They shall also make gardens,
and eat their fruit.

15 I will plant them on their land,
and they will no more be plucked up
out of their land which I have given
them,”

says Yahweh your God.
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The Book of
Obadiah

1 The vision of Obadiah. This is what
the Lord† Yahweh‡ says about Edom. We
have heard news from Yahweh, and an
ambassador is sent among the nations,
saying, “Arise, and let’s rise up against her
in battle.

2Behold,§ I havemade you small among
the nations. You are greatly despised.

3 The pride of your heart has deceived
you, you who dwell in the clefts of the
rock, whose habitation is high, who says in
his heart, ‘Who will bring me down to the
ground?’

4Thoughyoumount onhighas the eagle,
and though your nest is set among the
stars, I will bring you down from there,”
says Yahweh.

5 “If thieves came to you, if robbers
by night—oh, what disaster awaits you—
wouldn’t they only steal until they had
enough? If grape pickers came to you,
wouldn’t they leave somegleaninggrapes?

6How Esau will be ransacked! How his
hidden treasures are sought out!

7 All the men of your alliance have
brought you on your way, even to the bor-
der. The men who were at peace with you
have deceived you, and prevailed against
you. Friends who eat your bread lay a
snare under you. There is no understand-
ing in him.”

8 “Won’t I in that day”, says Yahweh, “de-
stroy the wise men out of Edom, and un-
derstanding out of themountain of Esau?

9 Your mighty men, Teman, will be dis-
mayed, to the end that everyone may be
cut off from the mountain of Esau by
slaughter.

10 For the violence done to your brother
Jacob, shame will cover you, and you will
be cut off forever.

11 In the day that you stood on the other
side, in theday that strangers carriedaway

his substance and foreigners entered into
his gates and cast lots for Jerusalem, even
you were like one of them.

12 But don’t look down on your brother
in the day of his disaster, and don’t rejoice
over the children of Judah in the day of
their destruction. Don’t speak proudly in
the day of distress.

13Don’t enter into the gate of my people
in the day of their calamity. Don’t look
down on their affliction in the day of their
calamity, neither seize their wealth on the
day of their calamity.

14 Don’t stand in the crossroads to cut
off those of his who escape. Don’t deliver
up those of his who remain in the day of
distress.

15 For the day of Yahweh is near all the
nations! As you have done, it will be done
to you. Your deeds will return upon your
own head.

16 For as you have drunk on my holy
mountain, so all the nations will drink
continually. Yes, they will drink, swallow
down, and will be as though they had not
been.

17But in Mount Zion, there will be those
who escape, and it will be holy. The house
of Jacob will possess their possessions.

18 The house of Jacob will be a fire, the
house of Joseph a flame, and the house of
Esau for stubble. They will burn among
them and devour them. There will not
be any remaining to the house of Esau.”
Indeed, Yahweh has spoken.

19 Those of the South will possess the
mountain of Esau, and those of the low-
land, the Philistines. They will possess the
field of Ephraim, and the field of Samaria.
Benjamin will possess Gilead.

20 The captives of this army of the chil-
dren of Israel, who are among the Canaan-
ites, will possess even to Zarephath; and
the captives of Jerusalem, who are in
Sepharad, will possess the cities of the
Negev.

21 Saviors will go up on Mount Zion to
judge themountains of Esau, and the king-

† 1:1 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 1:1 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD”
(all caps) in other translations. § 1:2 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It
is often used as an interjection.
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domwill be Yahweh’s.
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The Book of
Jonah

1NowYahweh’s†wordcame to Jonah the
son of Amittai, saying,

2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city,
and preach against it, for theirwickedness
has come up before me.”

3 But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish
from the presence of Yahweh. He went
down to Joppa, and found a ship going
to Tarshish; so he paid its fare, and went
down into it, to go with them to Tarshish
from the presence of Yahweh.

4 But Yahweh sent out a great wind on
the sea, and there was a mighty storm on
the sea, so that the ship was likely to break
up.

5 Then the mariners were afraid, and
everyman cried to his god. They threw the
cargo that was in the ship into the sea to
lighten the ship. But Jonah had gone down
into the innermost parts of the ship and he
was laying down, and was fast asleep.

6 So the ship master came to him, and
said to him, “What do you mean, sleeper?
Arise, call on your God!‡ Maybe your God§
will notice us, so that we won’t perish.”

7 They all said to each other, “Come!
Let’s cast lots, that we may know who is
responsible for this evil that is on us.” So
they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah.

8 Then they asked him, “Tell us, please,
for whose cause this evil is on us. What
is your occupation? Where do you come
from? What is your country? Of what
people are you?”

9He said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I
fear Yahweh, the God† of heaven, who has
made the sea and the dry land.”

10 Then the men were exceedingly
afraid, and said to him, “What have you
done?” For the men knew that he was
fleeing from the presence of Yahweh,
because he had told them.

11Then they said to him, “What shall we
do to you, that the sea may be calm to us?”
For the sea grewmore andmore stormy.

12 He said to them, “Take me up, and
throwme into the sea. Then the seawill be
calm foryou; for I know thatbecauseofme
this great storm is on you.”

13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to
get them back to the land; but they could
not, for the sea grew more and more
stormy against them.

14 Therefore they cried to Yahweh, and
said, “We beg you, Yahweh, we beg you,
don’t let us die for thisman’s life, and don’t
lay on us innocent blood; for you, Yahweh,
have done as it pleased you.”

15 So they took up Jonah and threw him
into the sea; and the sea ceased its raging.

16 Then the men feared Yahweh exceed-
ingly; and they offered a sacrifice to Yah-
weh andmade vows.

17 Yahweh prepared a huge fish to swal-
lowup Jonah, and Jonahwas in the belly of
the fish three days and three nights.

2
1Then Jonah prayed to Yahweh, his God,

out of the fish’s belly.
2He said,

“I called because of my affliction to Yah-
weh.

He answeredme.
Out of the belly of Sheol† I cried.

You heardmy voice.
3For you threwme into the depths,

in the heart of the seas.
The flood was all aroundme.

All your waves and your billows
passed over me.

4 I said, ‘I have been banished from your
sight;

yet I will look again toward your holy
temple.’

5The waters surroundedme,
even to the soul.

The deep was aroundme.
The weeds were wrapped around my
head.

6 I went down to the bottoms of the moun-
tains.

† 1:1 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:6 or, gods
§ 1:6 or, gods † 1:9 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 2:2 Sheol is the place of the dead.



Jonah 2:7 913 Jonah 4:11

The earth barredme in forever;
yet you have brought my life up from
the pit, Yahwehmy God.

7 “When my soul fainted within me, I re-
membered Yahweh.

My prayer came in to you, into your
holy temple.

8Thosewho regardvain idols forsake their
ownmercy.

9 But I will sacrifice to you with the
voice of thanksgiving.

I will pay that which I have vowed.
Salvation belongs to Yahweh.”

10 Then Yahweh spoke to the fish, and it
vomited out Jonah on the dry land.

3
1 Yahweh’s word came to Jonah the sec-

ond time, saying,
2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city,

and preach to it the message that I give
you.”

3 So Jonah arose, and went to Nineveh,
according to Yahweh’s word. Now Nin-
eveh was an exceedingly great city, three
days’ journey across.

4 Jonah began to enter into the city
a day’s journey, and he cried out, and
said, “In forty days, Nineveh will be over-
thrown!”

5 The people of Nineveh believed God;
and they proclaimed a fast and put on
sackcloth, from their greatest even to their
least.

6The news reached the king of Nineveh,
and he arose from his throne, took off
his royal robe, covered himself with sack-
cloth, and sat in ashes.

7Hemadeaproclamationandpublished
through Nineveh by the decree of the king
and his nobles, saying, “Let neither man
nor animal, herd nor flock, taste anything;
let them not feed, nor drink water;

8but let them be coveredwith sackcloth,
both man and animal, and let them cry
mightily to God. Yes, let them turn ev-
eryone from his evil way and from the
violence that is in his hands.

9Who knows whether God will not turn
and relent, and turn away from his fierce
anger, so that wemight not perish?”

10God saw their works, that they turned
from their evil way. God relented of the
disaster which he said he would do to
them, and he didn’t do it.

4
1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly,

and he was angry.
2Heprayed toYahweh, and said, “Please,

Yahweh, wasn’t this what I said when I
was still in my own country? Therefore I
hurried to flee to Tarshish, for I knew that
you are a gracious God and merciful, slow
to anger, and abundant in loving kindness,
and you relent of doing harm.

3 Therefore now, Yahweh, take, I beg
you, my life fromme, for it is better forme
to die than to live.”

4 Yahweh said, “Is it right for you to be
angry?”

5 Then Jonah went out of the city and
sat on the east side of the city, and there
made himself a booth and sat under it in
the shade, until he might see what would
become of the city.

6YahwehGodprepared a vine andmade
it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a
shadeoverhishead todeliverhimfromhis
discomfort. So Jonahwas exceedingly glad
because of the vine.

7But God prepared a worm at dawn the
next day, and it chewed on the vine so that
it withered.

8 When the sun arose, God prepared
a sultry east wind; and the sun beat on
Jonah’s head, so that he was faint and re-
quested for himself that he might die. He
said, “It is better forme to die than to live.”

9God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to
be angry about the vine?”
He said, “I am right to be angry, even to

death.”
10 Yahweh said, “You have been con-

cerned for the vine, for which you have
not labored, neither made it grow; which
came up in a night and perished in a night.

11 Shouldn’t I be concerned for Nineveh,
that great city, in which aremore than one
hundred twenty thousand persons who
can’t discern between their right hand and
their left hand, and also many animals?”
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The Book of
Micah

1 Yahweh’s† word that came to Micah of
Morasheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz,
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he
saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.
2Hear, you peoples, all of you!

Listen, O earth, and all that is therein.
Let the Lord‡ Yahweh be witness against

you,
the Lord from his holy temple.

3 For behold,§ Yahweh comes out of his
place,

and will come down and tread on the
high places of the earth.

4Themountains melt under him,
and the valleys split apart like wax
before the fire,

like waters that are poured down a
steep place.

5 “All this is for the disobedience of Jacob,
and for the sins of the house of Israel.

What is the disobedience of Jacob?
Isn’t it Samaria?

Andwhat are the high places of Judah?
Aren’t they Jerusalem?

6Therefore I will make Samaria like a rub-
ble heap of the field,

like places for planting vineyards;
and I will pour down its stones into the

valley,
and I will uncover its foundations.

7All her idols will be beaten to pieces,
all her templegiftswill beburnedwith
fire,

and I will destroy all her images;
for of the hire of a prostitute has she gath-

ered them,
and to the hire of a prostitute shall
they return.”

8For this I will lament and wail.
I will go stripped and naked.
I will howl like the jackals
andmourn like the ostriches.

9For her wounds are incurable;
for it has come even to Judah.

It reaches to the gate of my people,
even to Jerusalem.

10Don’t tell it in Gath.
Don’t weep at all.
At Beth Ophrah† I have rolled myself
in the dust.

11Pass on, inhabitant of Shaphir, in naked-
ness and shame.

The inhabitant of Zaanan won’t come
out.

Thewailing of Beth Ezelwill take from
you his protection.

12 For the inhabitant of Maroth waits anx-
iously for good,

because evil has comedown fromYah-
weh to the gate of Jerusalem.

13 Harness the chariot to the swift steed,
inhabitant of Lachish.

She was the beginning of sin to the
daughter of Zion;

for the transgressions of Israel were
found in you.

14 Therefore you will give a parting gift to
Moresheth Gath.

The houses of Achzib will be a deceit-
ful thing to the kings of Israel.

15 I will yet bring a conqueror to you, in-
habitants of Mareshah.

The glory of Israel will come to Adul-
lam.

16 Shave your heads,
and cut off your hair for the children
of your delight.

Enlarge your baldness like the vulture,
for they have gone into captivity from
you!

2
1Woe to those who devise iniquity

and work evil on their beds!
When themorning is light, they practice it,

because it is in the power of their
hand.

2They covet fields and seize them,
and houses, then take them away.

They oppress a man and his house,
even aman and his heritage.

† 1:1 “Yahweh” is God’s properName, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:2Theword
translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” § 1:3 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is
often used as an interjection. † 1:10 Beth Ophrahmeans literally “House of Dust.”
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3Therefore Yahweh says:
“Behold, I am planning against these peo-

ple a disaster,
from which you will not remove your
necks,

neither will you walk haughtily,
for it is an evil time.

4 In that day they will take up a parable
against you,

and lament with a doleful lamenta-
tion, saying,

‘We are utterly ruined!
My people’s possession is divided up.
Indeedhe takes it frommeandassigns
our fields to traitors!’ ”

5 Therefore you will have no one who di-
vides the land by lot in Yahweh’s
assembly.

6 “Don’t prophesy!”—they prophesy—
“Don’t prophesy about these things.
Disgrace won’t overtake us.”

7 Shall it be said, O house of Jacob,
“Is Yahweh’s Spirit angry?
Are these his doings?
Don’t my words do good to him who
walks blamelessly?”

8 But lately my people have risen up as an
enemy.

You strip the robe and clothing from
those who pass by without a care,
returning from battle.

9 You drive the women of my people out
from their pleasant houses;

from their young children you take
awaymy blessing forever.

10Arise, and depart!
For this is not your resting place,
because of uncleanness that destroys,
even with a grievous destruction.

11 If a man walking in a spirit of falsehood
lies, saying,

“I will prophesy to you of wine and of
strong drink,”

hewouldbe theprophet of thispeople.
12 I will surely assemble all of you, Jacob.

I will surely gather the remnant of
Israel.

I will put them together as the sheep of
Bozrah,

as a flock in the middle of their pas-
ture.

They will swarmwith people.
13 He who breaks open the way goes up

before them.
They break through the gate, and go
out.

Their king passes on before them,
with Yahweh at their head.

3
1 I said,

“Please listen, you heads of Jacob,
and rulers of the house of Israel:
Isn’t it for you to know justice?

2Youwho hate the good,
and love the evil;
who tear off their skin,
and their flesh from off their bones;
3who also eat the flesh of my people,
and peel their skin from off them,
and break their bones,
and chop them inpieces, as for thepot,
and as meat within the cauldron.

4Then they will cry to Yahweh,
but he will not answer them.

Yes, he will hide his face from them at that
time,

because theymade their deeds evil.”
5 Yahweh says concerning the prophets

who leadmy people astray—for those who
feed their teeth, they proclaim, “Peace!”
and whoever doesn’t provide for their
mouths, they prepare war against him:
6 “Therefore night is over you, with no

vision,
and it is dark to you, that you may not
divine;

and the sun will go down on the
prophets,

and the day will be black over them.
7The seers shall be disappointed,

and the diviners confounded.
Yes, they shall all cover their lips,

for there is no answer from God.”†
8 But as for me, I am full of power by

Yahweh’s Spirit,
and of judgment, and of might,
to declare to Jacob his disobedience,
and to Israel his sin.

9 Please listen to this, you heads of the
house of Jacob,

† 3:7 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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and rulers of the house of Israel,
who abhor justice,
and pervert all equity,
10who build up Zion with blood,
and Jerusalemwith iniquity.

11Her leaders judge for bribes,
and her priests teach for a price,
and her prophets of it tell fortunes for
money;

yet they lean on Yahweh, and say,
“Isn’t Yahweh among us?
No disaster will come on us.”

12 Therefore Zion for your sake will be
plowed like a field,

and Jerusalem will become heaps of
rubble,

and the mountain of the temple like
the high places of a forest.

4
1But in the latter days,

it will happen that the mountain of
Yahweh’s templewill be established
on the top of themountains,

and it will be exalted above the hills;
and peoples will stream to it.

2Many nations will go and say,
“Come! Let’s go up to the mountain of
Yahweh,

and to the house of the God of Jacob;
and he will teach us of his ways,
and wewill walk in his paths.”

For the lawwill go out of Zion,
and Yahweh’s word from Jerusalem;

3and hewill judge betweenmany peoples,
and will decide concerning strong na-
tions afar off.

They will beat their swords into plow-
shares,

and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not lift up sword against na-

tion,
neither will they learn war anymore.

4But everymanwill sit under his vine and
under his fig tree.

No one will make them afraid,
for the mouth of Yahweh of Armies
has spoken.

5 Indeed all the nations may walk in
the name of their gods,

but we will walk in the name of Yah-
weh our God forever and ever.

6 “In that day,” says Yahweh,
“I will assemble that which is lame,
and I will gather that which is driven
away,

and that which I have afflicted;
7 and I will make that which was lame
a remnant,

and thatwhichwascast faroffastrong
nation:

and Yahweh will reign over them on
Mount Zion from then on, even for-
ever.”

8 You, tower of the flock, the hill of the
daughter of Zion,

to you it will come.
Yes, the former dominion will come,

the kingdom of the daughter of
Jerusalem.

9Nowwhy do you cry out aloud?
Is there no king in you?
Has your counselor perished,
that pains have taken hold of you as of
a woman in travail?

10 Be in pain, and labor to give birth,
daughter of Zion,

like a woman in travail;
for now youwill go out of the city,
and will dwell in the field,
and will come even to Babylon.

There you will be rescued.
There Yahweh will redeem you from
the hand of your enemies.

11 Now many nations have assembled
against you, that say,

“Let her be defiled,
and let our eye gloat over Zion.”

12But they don’t know the thoughts of Yah-
weh,

neither do they understand his coun-
sel;

for he has gathered them like the
sheaves to the threshing floor.

13Arise and thresh, daughter of Zion,
for I will make your horn iron,
and I will make your hoofs bronze.

You will beat in pieces many peoples.
I will devote their gain to Yahweh,

and their substance to the Lord of the
whole earth.
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5
1Now you shall gather yourself in troops,

daughter of troops.
He has laid siege against us.

Theywill strike the judgeof Israelwith
a rod on the cheek.

2But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
being small among the clans of Judah,
out of youonewill comeout tomewho
is to be ruler in Israel;

whose goings out are fromof old, from
ancient times.

3Therefore hewill abandon themuntil the
time that she who is in labor gives
birth.

Then the rest of his brothers will re-
turn to the children of Israel.

4He shall stand, and shall shepherd in the
strength of Yahweh,

in the majesty of the name of Yahweh
his God.

Theywill live, for then hewill be great
to the ends of the earth.

5 He will be our peace when Assyria in-
vades our land

and when he marches through our
fortresses,

then we will raise against him seven
shepherds,

and eight leaders of men.
6Theywill rule the landofAssyriawith the

sword,
and the land of Nimrod in its gates.

He will deliver us from the Assyrian,
when he invades our land,
and when hemarches within our bor-
der.

7 The remnant of Jacob will be among
many peoples

like dew from Yahweh,
like showers on the grass,
that don’t wait for man
nor wait for the sons of men.

8 The remnant of Jacob will be among the
nations,

amongmany peoples,
like a lion among the animals of the
forest,

like a young lion among the flocks of
sheep;

who, if he goes through, treads down
and tears in pieces,

and there is no one to deliver.

9 Let your hand be lifted up above your
adversaries,

and let all of your enemies be cut off.
10 “It will happen in that day”, says Yah-

weh,
“that I will cut off your horses from
among you

andwill destroy your chariots.
11 I will cut off the cities of your land

and will tear down all your
strongholds.

12 Iwill destroywitchcraft fromyourhand.
You shall have no soothsayers.

13 I will cut off your engraved images and
your pillars from among you;

and you shall no more worship the
work of your hands.

14 I will uproot your Asherah poles from
among you;

and I will destroy your cities.
15 I will execute vengeance in anger

and wrath on the nations that didn’t
listen.”

6
1Listen now to what Yahweh says:

“Arise, plead your case before the moun-
tains,

and let the hills hear what you have to
say.

2 Hear, you mountains, Yahweh’s indict-
ment,

and you enduring foundations of the
earth;

for Yahweh has a case against his peo-
ple,

and he will contend with Israel.
3My people, what have I done to you?

How have I burdened you?
Answerme!

4 For I brought you up out of the land of
Egypt,

and redeemed you out of the house of
bondage.

I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam.

5 My people, remember now what Balak
king of Moab devised,

and what Balaam the son of Beor an-
swered him from Shittim to Gilgal,

that you may know the righteous acts
of Yahweh.”
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6How shall I come before Yahweh,
and bow myself before the exalted
God?

Shall I come before him with burnt offer-
ings,

with calves a year old?
7Will Yahweh be pleased with thousands

of rams?
With tens of thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my disobedi-
ence?

The fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul?

8He has shown you, Oman, what is good.
What does Yahweh require of you, but
to act justly,

to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with your God?

9Yahweh’s voice calls to the city—
andwisdom fears your name—

“Listen to the rod,
and he who appointed it.

10Are there yet treasures of wickedness in
the house of the wicked,

and a short ephah† that is accursed?
11 Shall I tolerate dishonest scales,

and a bag of deceitful weights?
12Her richmen are full of violence,

her inhabitants speak lies,
and their tongue is deceitful in their
speech.

13 Therefore I also have struck you with a
grievous wound.

I have made you desolate because of
your sins.

14You shall eat, but not be satisfied.
Your hunger will be within you.
You will store up, but not save,
and that which you save I will give up
to the sword.

15Youwill sow, but won’t reap.
You will tread the olives, but won’t
anoint yourself with oil;

and crush grapes, but won’t drink the
wine.

16For the statutes of Omri are kept,
and all the works of Ahab’s house.
You walk in their counsels,
that I maymake you a ruin,

and your inhabitants a hissing.
You will bear the reproach of my peo-
ple.”

7
1Misery is mine!

Indeed, I am like one who gathers the
summer fruits, as gleanings of the
vineyard.

There is no cluster of grapes to eat.
My soul desires to eat the early fig.

2 The godly man has perished out of the
earth,

and there is no one upright among
men.

They all lie in wait for blood;
every man hunts his brother with a
net.

3Their hands are on thatwhich is evil to do
it diligently.

The ruler and judge ask for a bribe.
The powerful man dictates the evil desire

of his soul.
Thus they conspire together.

4The best of them is like a brier.
Themostupright isworse thana thorn
hedge.

The day of your watchmen,
even your visitation, has come;
now is the time of their confusion.

5Don’t trust in a neighbor.
Don’t put confidence in a friend.
With the woman lying in your em-
brace,

be careful of thewords of yourmouth!
6For the son dishonors the father,

the daughter rises up against her
mother,

the daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law;

a man’s enemies are the men of his
own house.

7But as for me, I will look to Yahweh.
I will wait for the God of my salvation.
My Godwill hear me.

8Don’t rejoice against me, my enemy.
When I fall, I will arise.
When I sit in darkness, Yahwehwill be
a light to me.

9 I will bear the indignation of Yahweh,
† 6:10An ephah is ameasure of volume (about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel), and a short ephah ismade smaller
than a full ephah for the purpose of cheating customers.



Micah 7:10 919 Micah 7:20

because I have sinned against him,
until he pleads my case and executes
judgment for me.

He will bringme out to the light.
I will see his righteousness.

10Thenmy enemywill see it,
and shame will cover her who said to
me,

“Where is Yahweh your God?”
My eyes will see her.

Now shewill be trodden down like the
mire of the streets.

11A day to build your walls!
In that day, hewill extendyourbound-
ary.

12 In that day they will come to you from
Assyria and the cities of Egypt,

and from Egypt even to the River,
and from sea to sea,
andmountain to mountain.

13 Yet the land will be desolate because of
those who dwell therein,

for the fruit of their doings.
14 Shepherd your people with your staff,

the flock of your heritage,
who dwell by themselves in a forest.

Let them feed in the middle of fertile pas-
ture land,

in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of
old.

15 “As in the days of your coming out of the
land of Egypt,

I will show themmarvelous things.”
16 The nations will see and be ashamed of

all their might.
They will lay their hand on their
mouth.

Their ears will be deaf.
17They will lick the dust like a serpent.

Like crawling things of the earth, they
will come trembling out of their
dens.

They will come with fear to Yahweh
our God,

and will be afraid because of you.
18 Who is a God like you, who pardons

iniquity,
and passes over the disobedience of
the remnant of his heritage?

He doesn’t retain his anger forever,
because he delights in loving kind-
ness.

19Hewill again have compassion on us.

Hewill treadour iniquities under foot.
You will cast all their sins into the
depths of the sea.

20Youwill give truth to Jacob,
andmercy to Abraham,
as you have sworn to our fathers from
the days of old.



Nahum 1:1 920 Nahum 2:9

The Book of
Nahum

1A revelation about Nineveh. The book
of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.

2Yahweh† is a jealous God‡ and avenges.
Yahweh avenges and is full of wrath. Yah-
weh takes vengeance on his adversaries,
and he maintains wrath against his ene-
mies.

3 Yahweh is slow to anger, and great in
power, and will by no means leave the
guilty unpunished. Yahweh has his way in
the whirlwind and in the storm, and the
clouds are the dust of his feet.

4 He rebukes the sea and makes it dry,
and dries up all the rivers. Bashan and
Carmel languish. The flower of Lebanon
languishes.

5 The mountains quake before him, and
the hills melt away. The earth trembles at
his presence, yes, the world, and all who
dwell in it.

6 Who can stand before his indigna-
tion? Who can endure the fierceness of his
anger? His wrath is poured out like fire,
and the rocks are broken apart by him.

7Yahweh is good, a stronghold in the day
of trouble; and he knows those who take
refuge in him.

8 But with an overflowing flood, he will
make a full end of her place, and will pur-
sue his enemies into darkness.

9What do you plot against Yahweh? He
will make a full end. Affliction won’t rise
up the second time.

10 For entangled like thorns, and
drunken as with their drink, they are
consumed utterly like dry stubble.

11 One has gone out of you who devises
evil againstYahweh,whocounselswicked-
ness.

12Yahweh says: “Though they are in full
strength and likewise many, even so they
will be cut down and pass away. Though
I have afflicted you, I will afflict you no
more.

13Now Iwill breakhis yoke fromoffyou,
and will burst your bonds apart.”

14 Yahweh has commanded concerning
you: “Nomore descendants will bear your
name. Out of the house of your gods, I will
cut off the engraved image and themolten
image. I will make your grave, for you are
vile.”

15Behold,§ on the mountains the feet of
himwho brings good news, who publishes
peace! Keep your feasts, Judah! Perform
yourvows, for thewickedonewill nomore
pass through you. He is utterly cut off.

2
1He who dashes in pieces has come up

against you. Keep the fortress! Watch the
way! Strengthen your waist! Fortify your
powermightily!

2 For Yahweh restores the excellency of
Jacob as the excellency of Israel, for the de-
stroyers have destroyed them and ruined
their vine branches.

3 The shield of his mighty men is made
red. The valiant men are in scarlet. The
chariots flash with steel in the day of his
preparation, and the pine spears are bran-
dished.

4 The chariots rage in the streets. They
rush back and forth in the wide ways.
Their appearance is like torches. They run
like the lightnings.

5 He summons his picked troops. They
stumbleon theirway. Theydash to itswall,
and the protective shield is put in place.

6The gates of the rivers are opened, and
the palace is dissolved.

7 It is decreed: she is uncovered, she is
carried away; and her servants moan as
with the voice of doves, beating on their
breasts.

8 But Nineveh has been from of old like
a pool of water, yet they flee away. “Stop!
Stop!” they cry, but no one looks back.

9 Take the plunder of silver. Take the
plunder of gold, for there is no end of
treasure, an abundance of every precious
thing.

† 1:2 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:2 The
Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:15 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice,
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.



Nahum 2:10 921 Nahum 3:19

10 She is empty, void, and waste. The
heart melts, the knees knock together,
their bodies and faces have grown pale.

11Where is the den of the lions, and the
feeding place of the young lions, where the
lion and the lioness walked with the lion’s
cubs, and no onemade them afraid?

12 The lion tore in pieces enough for his
cubs, and strangled prey for his lionesses,
and filled his caves with the kill and his
dens with prey.

13 “Behold, I am against you,” says Yah-
weh of Armies, “and I will burn her char-
iots in the smoke, and the sword will de-
vour your young lions; and I will cut off
your prey from the earth, and the voice of
yourmessengers will no longer be heard.”

3
1Woe to the bloody city! It is all full of

lies and robbery—no end to the prey.
2 The noise of the whip, the noise of the

rattling of wheels, prancing horses, and
bounding chariots,

3 the horseman charging, and the flash-
ing sword, the glittering spear, and a mul-
titude of slain, and a great heap of corpses,
and there is no end of the bodies. They
stumble on their bodies

4 because of the multitude of the pros-
titution of the alluring prostitute, the
mistress of witchcraft, who sells nations
through her prostitution, and families
through her witchcraft.

5 “Behold, I am against you,” says Yah-
weh of Armies, “and I will lift your skirts
over your face. I will show the nations
your nakedness, and the kingdoms your
shame.

6 I will throw abominable filth on you
and make you vile, and will make you a
spectacle.

7 It will happen that all thosewho look at
you will flee from you, and say, ‘Nineveh
is laid waste! Who will mourn for her?’
Where will I seek comforters for you?”

8 Are you better than No-Amon,† who
was situated among the rivers,‡ who had
the waters around her, whose rampart
was the sea, and her wall was of the sea?

9 Cush and Egypt were her boundless
strength. Put and Libya were her helpers.

10 Yet was she carried away. She went
into captivity. Her young children also
were dashed in pieces at the head of all
the streets, and they cast lots for her hon-
orable men, and all her great men were
bound in chains.

11 You also will be drunken. You will be
hidden. You also will seek a stronghold
because of the enemy.

12All your fortresses will be like fig trees
with the first-ripe figs. If they are shaken,
they fall into themouth of the eater.

13 Behold, your troops among you are
women. The gates of your land are set
wide open to your enemies. The fire has
devoured your bars.

14Draw water for the siege. Strengthen
your fortresses. Go into the clay, and tread
themortar. Make the brick kiln strong.

15 There the fire will devour you. The
sword will cut you off. It will devour
you like the grasshopper. Multiply like
grasshoppers. Multiply like the locust.

16 You have increased your merchants
more than the stars of the skies. The
grasshopper strips and flees away.

17 Your guards are like the locusts, and
your officials like the swarms of locusts,
which settle on thewalls on a cold day, but
when the sun appears, they flee away, and
their place is not knownwhere they are.

18 Your shepherds slumber, king of As-
syria. Your nobles lie down. Your people
are scattered on the mountains, and there
is no one to gather them.

19 There is no healing your wound, for
your injury is fatal. Allwhohear the report
of you clap their hands over you, for who
hasn’t felt your endless cruelty?

† 3:8 or, Thebes ‡ 3:8 or, Nile
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The Book of
Habakkuk

1 The revelation which Habakkuk the
prophet saw.

2 Yahweh,† how long will I cry, and you
will not hear? I cry out to you “Violence!”
andwill you not save?

3 Why do you show me iniquity, and
look at perversity? For destruction and
violence are beforeme. There is strife, and
contention rises up.

4 Therefore the law is paralyzed, and
justice never prevails; for the wicked
surround the righteous; therefore justice
comes out perverted.

5 “Look among the nations, watch, and
wonder marvelously; for I am working
a work in your days which you will not
believe though it is told you.

6 For, behold,‡ I am raising up the
Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation
whomarch through thewidth of the earth,
to possess dwelling places that are not
theirs.

7 They are feared and dreaded. Their
judgment and their dignity proceed from
themselves.

8Their horses also are swifter than leop-
ards, and aremore fierce than the evening
wolves. Their horsemen press proudly on.
Yes, their horsemen come from afar. They
fly as an eagle that hurries to devour.

9 All of them come for violence. Their
hordes face forward. They gather prison-
ers like sand.

10Yes, they scoffat kings, andprinces are
a derision to them. They laugh at every
stronghold, for they build up an earthen
ramp and take it.

11 Then they sweep by like the wind
and go on. They are indeed guilty, whose
strength is their god.”

12 Aren’t you from everlasting, Yahweh
my God,§ my Holy One? We will not
die. Yahweh, you have appointed them

for judgment. You, Rock, have established
him to punish.

13 You who have purer eyes than to see
evil, and who cannot look on perversity,
whydoyou tolerate thosewhodeal treach-
erously and keep silent when the wicked
swallows up the man who is more righ-
teous than he,

14 and make men like the fish of the sea,
like the creeping things that have no ruler
over them?

15He takes up all of themwith the hook.
He catches them in his net and gathers
them in his dragnet. Therefore he rejoices
and is glad.

16 Therefore he sacrifices to his net and
burns incense to his dragnet, because by
them his life is luxurious and his food is
good.

17 Will he therefore continually empty
hisnet, andkill thenationswithoutmercy?

2
1 I will stand at my watch and set myself

on the ramparts, and will look out to see
what he will say to me, and what I will
answer concerningmy complaint.

2 Yahweh answered me, “Write the vi-
sion, and make it plain on tablets, that he
who runsmay read it.

3 For the vision is yet for the appointed
time, and it hurries toward the end, and
won’t prove false. Though it takes time,
wait for it, because it will surely come. It
won’t delay.

4 Behold, his soul is puffed up. It is not
upright in him, but the righteous will live
by his faith.

5Yes, moreover, wine is treacherous: an
arrogant man who doesn’t stay at home,
who enlarges his desire as Sheol;† he is like
death and can’t be satisfied, but gathers to
himself all nations andheaps to himself all
peoples.

6 Won’t all these take up a parable
against him, and a taunting proverb
against him, and say, ‘Woe to him who

† 1:2 “Yahweh” is God’s properName, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:6 “Behold”,
from means,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ lookat, takenotice, observe, see, or gazeat. It is oftenusedasan interjection. § 1:12TheHebrew
word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 2:5 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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increases that which is not his, and who
enriches himself by extortion! How long?’

7 Won’t your debtors rise up suddenly,
andwakeup thosewhomake you tremble,
and you will be their victim?

8Because you have plunderedmany na-
tions, all the remnant of the peoples will
plunder you because of men’s blood, and
for the violencedone to the land, to the city
and to all who dwell in it.

9Woe to himwho gets an evil gain for his
house, thathemaysethisnest onhigh, that
hemay be delivered from the hand of evil!

10Youhavedevised shame to yourhouse
by cutting off many peoples, and have
sinned against your soul.

11 For the stone will cry out of the wall,
and the beam out of the woodwork will
answer it.

12 Woe to him who builds a town with
blood, and establishes a city by iniquity!

13Behold, isn’t it fromYahweh of Armies
that the peoples labor for the fire, and the
nations weary themselves for vanity?

14 For the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of Yahweh’s glory, as the wa-
ters cover the sea.

15 “Woe to him who gives his neighbor
drink, pouring your inflaming wine until
they are drunk, so that you may gaze at
their naked bodies!

16 You are filled with shame, and not
glory. You will also drink and be exposed!
The cup of Yahweh’s right hand will come
around to you, and disgrace will cover
your glory.

17 For the violence done to Lebanon will
overwhelmyou, and the destruction of the
animals will terrify you, because of men’s
bloodand for theviolencedone to the land,
to every city and to those who dwell in
them.

18 “What value does the engraved image
have, that its maker has engraved it; the
molten image, even the teacher of lies, that
he who fashions its form trusts in it, to
makemute idols?

19 Woe to him who says to the wood,
‘Awake!’ or to themute stone, ‘Arise!’ Shall
this teach? Behold, it is overlaid with gold
and silver, and there is no breath at all
within it.

20 But Yahweh is in his holy temple. Let
all the earth be silent before him!”

3
1A prayer of Habakkuk, the prophet, set

to victorious music.
2Yahweh, I have heard of your fame.

I stand in awe of your deeds, Yahweh.
Renew your work in the middle of the

years.
In the middle of the years make it
known.

In wrath, you remembermercy.
3God came from Teman,

the Holy One fromMount Paran.
Selah.

His glory covered the heavens,
and his praise filled the earth.

4His splendor is like the sunrise.
Rays shine from his hand, where his
power is hidden.

5Plague went before him,
and pestilence followed his feet.

6He stood, and shook the earth.
He looked, andmade thenations trem-
ble.

The ancient mountains were crum-
bled.

The age-old hills collapsed.
His ways are eternal.

7 I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction.
The dwellings of the land of Midian
trembled.

8Was Yahweh displeased with the rivers?
Was your anger against the rivers,
or your wrath against the sea,
that you rode on your horses,
on your chariots of salvation?

9You uncovered your bow.
You called for your sworn arrows.

Selah.
You split the earth with rivers.
10 The mountains saw you, and were

afraid.
The storm of waters passed by.
The deep roared and lifted up its
hands on high.

11The sun andmoon stood still in the sky
at the light of your arrows as they
went,

at the shining of your glittering spear.
12Youmarched through the land in wrath.
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You threshed the nations in anger.
13 You went out for the salvation of your

people,
for the salvation of your anointed.

You crushed the head of the land of
wickedness.

You stripped them head to foot.
Selah.

14 You pierced the heads of his warriors
with their own spears.

They came as a whirlwind to scatter
me,

gloating as if to devour the wretched
in secret.

15You trampled the sea with your horses,
churningmighty waters.

16 I heard, andmy body trembled.
My lips quivered at the voice.

Rottenness enters into my bones, and I
tremble inmy place

because Imustwait quietly for the day
of trouble,

for the coming up of the people who
invade us.

17 For even though the fig tree doesn’t
flourish,

nor fruit be in the vines,
the labor of the olive fails,
the fields yield no food,
the flocks are cut off from the fold,
and there is no herd in the stalls,

18yet I will rejoice in Yahweh.
I will be joyful in the God of my salva-
tion!

19Yahweh, the Lord,† is my strength.
Hemakes my feet like deer’s feet,
and enables me to go in high places.

For the music director, on my stringed
instruments.

† 3:19 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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The Book of
Zephaniah

1Yahweh’s†word which came to Zepha-
niah, the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah,
the son of Amariah, the son ofHezekiah, in
the days of Josiah, the son of Amon, king of
Judah.

2 I will utterly sweep away everything
fromthe surfaceof the earth, saysYahweh.

3 I will sweep away man and animal. I
will sweep away the birds of the sky, the
fishof the sea, and theheapsof rubblewith
the wicked. I will cut off man from the
surface of the earth, says Yahweh.

4 I will stretch out my hand against
Judah and against all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. I will cut off the remnant of
Baal from this place—the name of the idol-
atrous and pagan priests,

5 those who worship the army of the
sky on the housetops, those who worship
and swear by Yahweh and also swear by
Malcam,

6 those who have turned back from fol-
lowing Yahweh, and those who haven’t
sought Yahweh nor inquired after him.

7 Be silent at the presence of the Lord‡
Yahweh, for the day of Yahweh is at hand.
For Yahweh has prepared a sacrifice. He
has consecrated his guests.

8 It will happen in the day of Yahweh’s
sacrifice that I will punish the princes, the
king’s sons, and all those who are clothed
with foreign clothing.

9 In that day, I will punish all those who
leap over the threshold, who fill theirmas-
ter’s house with violence and deceit.

10 In that day, says Yahweh, there will
be the noise of a cry from the fish gate,
a wailing from the second quarter, and a
great crashing from the hills.

11Wail, you inhabitants of Maktesh, for
all the people of Canaan are undone! All
those who were loaded with silver are cut
off.

12 It will happen at that time, that I will
search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will
punish the men who are settled on their
dregs, who say in their heart, “Yahwehwill
not do good, neither will he do evil.”

13 Their wealth will become a plunder,
and their houses a desolation. Yes, they
will build houses, but won’t inhabit them.
They will plant vineyards, but won’t drink
their wine.

14 The great day of Yahweh is near. It
is near and hurries greatly, the voice of
the day of Yahweh. The mighty man cries
there bitterly.

15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of
distress and anguish, a day of trouble and
ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of
clouds and blackness,

16adayof the trumpet andalarmagainst
the fortified cities and against the high
battlements.

17 I will bring such distress on men that
theywill walk like blindmen because they
have sinned against Yahweh. Their blood
will be poured out like dust and their flesh
like dung.

18Neither their silver nor their gold will
be able to deliver them in the day of Yah-
weh’s wrath, but the whole land will be
devoured by the fire of his jealousy; for he
will make an end, yes, a terrible end, of all
those who dwell in the land.

2
1Gather yourselves together, yes, gather

together, you nation that has no shame,
2 before the appointed time when the

day passes as the chaff, before the fierce
anger of Yahweh comes on you, before the
day of Yahweh’s anger comes on you.

3 Seek Yahweh, all you humble of the
land, who have kept his ordinances. Seek
righteousness. Seek humility. It may be
that you will be hidden in the day of Yah-
weh’s anger.

4 For Gaza will be forsaken, and
Ashkelon a desolation. They will drive
out Ashdod at noonday, and Ekron will be
rooted up.

† 1:1 “Yahweh” is God’s properName, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:7Theword
translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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5Woe to the inhabitants of the sea coast,
the nation of the Cherethites! Yahweh’s
word is against you, Canaan, the land of
the Philistines. I will destroy you until
there is no inhabitant.

6 The sea coast will be pastures, with
cottages for shepherds and folds for flocks.

7The coast will be for the remnant of the
house of Judah. They will find pasture. In
the houses of Ashkelon, they will lie down
in the evening, for Yahweh, theirGod,†will
visit them and restore them.

8 I have heard the reproach ofMoab and
the insults of the children of Ammon, with
which they have reproached my people
and magnified themselves against their
border.

9 Therefore, as I live, says Yahweh of
Armies, the God of Israel, surelyMoabwill
be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon
as Gomorrah, a possession of nettles and
salt pits, and a perpetual desolation. The
remnant of my people will plunder them,
and the survivors ofmy nationwill inherit
them.

10 This they will have for their pride,
because they have reproached andmagni-
fied themselves against the people of Yah-
weh of Armies.

11 Yahweh will be awesome to them, for
hewill famish all the gods of the land. Men
willworshiphim, everyone fromhis place,
even all the shores of the nations.

12You Cushites also, youwill be killed by
my sword.

13Hewill stretchouthishandagainst the
north, destroy Assyria, and will make Nin-
evehadesolation, as dry as thewilderness.

14 Herds will lie down in the middle of
her, all kinds of animals. Both the pelican
and the porcupinewill lodge in its capitals.
Their calls will echo through thewindows.
Desolation will be in the thresholds, for he
has laid bare the cedar beams.

15 This is the joyous city that lived care-
lessly, that said in her heart, “I am, and
there is no one besides me.” How she has
becomeadesolation, a place for animals to
lie down in! Everyone who passes by her
will hiss and shake their fists.

3
1 Woe to her who is rebellious and pol-

luted, the oppressing city!
2 She didn’t obey the voice. She didn’t

receive correction. She didn’t trust in Yah-
weh. She didn’t draw near to her God.

3 Her princes within her are roaring li-
ons. Her judges are evening wolves. They
leave nothing until the next day.

4Her prophets are arrogant and treach-
erous people. Her priests have profaned
the sanctuary. They have done violence to
the law.

5 Yahweh, within her, is righteous. He
will donowrong. Everymorninghebrings
his justice to light. He doesn’t fail, but the
unjust know no shame.

6 I have cut off nations. Their battle-
ments are desolate. I have made their
streets waste, so that no one passes by.
Their cities are destroyed, so that there is
noman, so that there is no inhabitant.

7 I said, “Just fear me. Receive correc-
tion,” so that her dwelling won’t be cut
off, according to all that I have appointed
concerning her. But they rose early and
corrupted all their doings.

8 “Therefore wait for me”, says Yahweh,
“until the day that I rise up to the prey, for
my determination is to gather the nations,
that I may assemble the kingdoms to pour
on themmy indignation, even allmyfierce
anger, for all the earth will be devoured
with the fire of my jealousy.

9 For then I will purify the lips of the
peoples, that theymay all call on Yahweh’s
name, to serve him shoulder to shoulder.

10 From beyond the rivers of Cush, my
worshipers, even the daughter of my dis-
persed people, will bringmy offering.

11 In that day you will not be disap-
pointed for all your doings in which you
have transgressed against me; for then I
will take away out from among you your
proudly exulting ones, and you will no
more be arrogant in my holy mountain.

12But I will leave among you an afflicted
and poor people, and they will take refuge
in Yahweh’s name.

† 2:7 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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13The remnant of Israel will not do iniq-
uity nor speak lies, neither will a deceitful
tongue be found in their mouth, for they
will feed and lie down, and no one will
make them afraid.”

14 Sing, daughter of Zion! Shout, Israel!
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
daughter of Jerusalem.

15 Yahweh has taken away your judg-
ments. He has thrown out your enemy.
The King of Israel, Yahweh, is among you.
You will not be afraid of evil anymore.

16 In that day, it will be said to Jerusalem,
“Don’t be afraid, Zion. Don’t let your hands
be weak.”

17 Yahweh, your God, is among you, a
mighty one who will save. He will rejoice
over you with joy. He will calm you in his
love. Hewill rejoice over youwith singing.

18 I will remove those who grieve about
the appointed feasts from you. They are a
burden and a reproach to you.

19 Behold,† at that time I will deal with
all those who afflict you; and I will save
those who are lame and gather those who
were driven away. I will give them praise
and honor, whose shame has been in all
the earth.

20 At that time I will bring you in, and
at that time I will gather you; for I will
give you honor and praise among all the
peoples of the earth when I restore your
fortunes before your eyes, says Yahweh.

† 3:19 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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The Book of
Haggai

1 In the second year of Darius the king,
in the sixth month, in the first day of
the month, Yahweh’s† word came by Hag-
gai the prophet, to Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua
the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, say-
ing,

2 “This is what Yahweh of Armies says:
These people say, ‘The time hasn’t yet
come, the time for Yahweh’s house to be
built.’ ”

3 Then Yahweh’s word came by Haggai
the prophet, saying,

4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell
in your paneled houses, while this house
lies waste?

5 Now therefore this is what Yahweh of
Armies says: ‘Consider your ways.

6 You have sown much, and bring in
little. You eat, but you don’t have enough.
You drink, but you aren’t filled with drink.
You clothe yourselves, but no one iswarm;
and he who earns wages earns wages to
put them into a bag with holes in it.’

7 “This is what Yahweh of Armies says:
‘Consider your ways.

8Goup to themountain, bringwood, and
build the house. I will take pleasure in it,
and I will be glorified,” says Yahweh.

9 “You looked for much, and, behold,‡ it
came to little; and when you brought it
home, I blew it away. Why?” says Yahweh
of Armies, “Because of my house that lies
waste, while each of you is busy with his
own house.

10 Therefore for your sake the heavens
withhold the dew, and the earthwithholds
its fruit.

11 I called for a drought on the land, on
the mountains, on the grain, on the new
wine, on the oil, on that which the ground
produces, on men, on livestock, and on all
the labor of the hands.”

12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel
and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high
priest, with all the remnant of the people,
obeyed Yahweh their God’s§ voice, and the
words of Haggai the prophet, as Yahweh
their God had sent him; and the people
feared Yahweh.

13 Then Haggai, Yahweh’s messenger,
spoke Yahweh’s message to the people,
saying, “I amwith you,” says Yahweh.

14Yahweh stirred up the spirit of Zerub-
babel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Ju-
dah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of
Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit
of all the remnant of the people; and they
came and worked on the house of Yahweh
of Armies, their God,

15 in the twenty-fourth day of themonth,
in the sixth month, in the second year of
Darius the king.

2
1 In the seventh month, in the twenty-

first day of the month, Yahweh’s word
came by Haggai the prophet, saying,

2 “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua
the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and
to the remnant of the people, saying,

3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this
house in its former glory? How do you see
it now? Isn’t it in your eyes as nothing?

4 Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ says
Yahweh. ‘Be strong, Joshua son of Je-
hozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all
you people of the land,’ says Yahweh, ‘and
work, for I am with you,’ says Yahweh of
Armies.

5This is the word that I covenantedwith
you when you came out of Egypt, and my
Spirit lived among you. ‘Don’t be afraid.’

6For this iswhat Yahweh of Armies says:
‘Yet oncemore, it is a little while, and I will
shake the heavens, the earth, the sea, and
the dry land;

7 and I will shake all nations. The trea-
sure of all nations will come, and I will

† 1:1 “Yahweh” is God’s properName, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:9 “Behold”,
from means,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ lookat, takenotice, observe, see, or gazeat. It is oftenusedasan interjection. § 1:12TheHebrew
word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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fill this house with glory, says Yahweh of
Armies.

8The silver ismine, and the gold ismine,’
says Yahweh of Armies.

9 ‘The latter glory of this house will be
greater than the former,’ says Yahweh of
Armies; ‘and in this place Iwill give peace,’
says Yahweh of Armies.”

10 In the twenty-fourth day of the ninth
month, in the second year of Darius, Yah-
weh’s word came by Haggai the prophet,
saying,

11 “Yahweh of Armies says: Ask now the
priests concerning the law, saying,

12 ‘If someone carries holy meat in the
fold of his garment, and with his fold
touches bread, stew, wine, oil, or any food,
will it become holy?’ ”
The priests answered, “No.”
13 Then Haggai said, “If one who is un-

cleanby reasonof adeadbody touches any
of these, will it be unclean?”
The priests answered, “It will be un-

clean.”
14 Then Haggai answered, “ ‘So is this

people, and so is this nation before me,’
says Yahweh; ‘and so is everywork of their
hands. That which they offer there is un-
clean.

15 Now, please consider from this day
and backward, before a stone was laid on
a stone in Yahweh’s temple.

16Through all that time, when one came
to a heap of twenty measures, there were
only ten. When one came to the wine vat
to draw out fifty, there were only twenty.

17 I struck you with blight, mildew, and
hail in all the work of your hands; yet you
didn’t turn to me,’ says Yahweh.

18 ‘Consider, please, from this day and
backward, from the twenty-fourth day of
the ninth month, since the day that the
foundation of Yahweh’s temple was laid,
consider it.

19 Is the seed yet in the barn? Yes, the
vine, thefig tree, the pomegranate, and the
olive tree haven’t produced. From today I
will bless you.’ ”

20 Yahweh’s word came the second time
to Haggai in the twenty-fourth day of the
month, saying,

21 “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Ju-
dah, saying, ‘I will shake the heavens and
the earth.

22 I will overthrow the throne of king-
doms. I will destroy the strength of the
kingdoms of the nations. I will over-
throw the chariots and those who ride in
them. The horses and their riders will
come down, everyone by the sword of his
brother.

23 In that day, says Yahweh of Armies, I
will take you, Zerubbabel my servant, the
son of Shealtiel,’ says Yahweh, ‘and will
make you like a signet ring, for I have
chosen you,’ says Yahweh of Armies.”
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The Book of
Zechariah

1 In the eighthmonth, in the second year
of Darius, Yahweh’s† word came to the
prophet Zechariah the son of Berechiah,
the son of Iddo, saying,

2 “Yahweh was very displeased with
your fathers.

3Therefore tell them, Yahweh of Armies
says: ‘Return to me,’ says Yahweh of
Armies, ‘and I will return to you,’ says
Yahweh of Armies.

4Don’t you be like your fathers, towhom
the former prophets proclaimed, saying:
Yahweh of Armies says, ‘Return now from
your evil ways and from your evil doings;’
but they didn’t hear nor listen to me, says
Yahweh.

5 Your fathers, where are they? And the
prophets, do they live forever?

6 But my words and my decrees, which
I commanded my servants the prophets,
didn’t they overtake your fathers?

“Then they repented and said, ‘Just as
Yahweh of Armies determined to do to us,
according to our ways and according to
our practices, so he has dealt with us.’ ”

7 On the twenty-fourth day of the
eleventh month, which is the month She-
bat, in the second year of Darius, Yahweh’s
word came to the prophet Zechariah the
son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo, saying,

8 “I had a vision in the night, and be-
hold,‡ a man riding on a red horse, and he
stood among the myrtle trees that were in
a ravine; and behind him there were red,
brown, and white horses.

9 Then I asked, ‘My lord, what are
these?’ ”
Theangelwho talkedwithmesaid tome,

“I will show youwhat these are.”
10Themanwho stood among themyrtle

trees answered, “They are the ones Yah-
weh has sent to go back and forth through
the earth.”

11 They reported to Yahweh’s angel who
stood among the myrtle trees, and said,
“We have walked back and forth through
theearth, andbehold, all theearth is at rest
and in peace.”

12 Then Yahweh’s angel replied, “O Yah-
weh of Armies, how longwill you not have
mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of
Judah, against which you have had indig-
nation these seventy years?”

13 Yahweh answered the angel who
talked with me with kind and comforting
words.

14 So the angel who talked with me
said to me, “Proclaim, saying, ‘Yahweh of
Armies says: “I am jealous for Jerusalem
and for Zion with a great jealousy.

15 I am very angry with the nations that
are at ease; for I was but a little displeased,
but they added to the calamity.”

16 Therefore Yahweh says: “I have re-
turned to Jerusalemwithmercy. Myhouse
shall be built in it,” says Yahweh of Armies,
“and a line shall be stretched out over
Jerusalem.” ’

17 “Proclaim further, saying, ‘Yahweh of
Armies says: “My cities will again over-
flow with prosperity, and Yahweh will
again comfort Zion, and will again choose
Jerusalem.” ’ ”

18 I lifted up my eyes and saw, and be-
hold, four horns.

19 I asked the angel who talked with me,
“What are these?”
He answered me, “These are the horns

which have scattered Judah, Israel, and
Jerusalem.”

20Yahweh showedme four craftsmen.
21Then I asked, “What are these coming

to do?”
He said, “These are the horns which

scattered Judah, so that no man lifted up
his head; but these have come to terrify
them, to cast down thehorns of thenations
that lifted up their horn against the land of
Judah to scatter it.”

† 1:1 “Yahweh” is God’s properName, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:8 “Behold”,
from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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2
1 I lifted up my eyes, and saw, and be-

hold, a man with a measuring line in his
hand.

2Then I asked, “Where are you going?”
He said tome, “Tomeasure Jerusalem, to

seewhat is itswidthandwhat is its length.”
3 Behold, the angel who talked with me

went out, and another angel went out to
meet him,

4 and said to him, “Run, speak to this
young man, saying, ‘Jerusalem will be in-
habited as villages without walls, because
of themultitude of men and livestock in it.

5For I,’ saysYahweh, ‘will be toher awall
of fire around it, and I will be the glory in
themiddle of her.

6Come! Come! Flee from the land of the
north,’ says Yahweh; ‘for I have spread you
abroad as the four winds of the sky,’ says
Yahweh.

7 ‘Come, Zion! Escape, you who dwell
with the daughter of Babylon.’

8For Yahweh of Armies says: ‘For honor
he has sent me to the nations which plun-
dered you; for hewho touches you touches
the apple of his eye.

9 For, behold, I will shake my hand over
them, and they will be a plunder to those
who served them; and you will know that
Yahweh of Armies has sent me.

10Sing and rejoice, daughter of Zion! For
behold, I comeand Iwill dwellwithin you,’
says Yahweh.

11 Many nations shall join themselves
to Yahweh in that day, and shall be my
people; and I will dwell among you, and
you shall know that Yahweh of Armies has
sent me to you.

12 Yahweh will inherit Judah as his por-
tion in the holy land, andwill again choose
Jerusalem.

13 Be silent, all flesh, before Yahweh;
for he has roused himself from his holy
habitation!”

3
1 He showed me Joshua the high priest

standingbeforeYahweh’s angel, andSatan
standing at his right hand to be his adver-
sary.

2Yahweh said to Satan, “Yahweh rebuke
you, Satan! Yes, Yahweh who has chosen
Jerusalem rebuke you! Isn’t this a burning
stick plucked out of the fire?”

3NowJoshuawas clothedwithfilthygar-
ments, and was standing before the angel.

4 He answered and spoke to those who
stood before him, saying, “Take the filthy
garments off him.” To him he said, “Be-
hold, I have caused your iniquity to pass
from you, and I will clothe you with rich
clothing.”

5 I said, “Let them set a clean turban on
his head.”
So they set a clean turban on his head,

and clothed him; and Yahweh’s angel was
standing by.

6 Yahweh’s angel solemnly assured
Joshua, saying,

7 “Yahweh of Armies says: ‘If you will
walk inmyways, and if youwill followmy
instructions, then you also shall judge my
house, and shall also keepmy courts, and I
will give you a place of access among these
who stand by.

8Hear now, Joshua the high priest, you
and your fellows who sit before you, for
they are men who are a sign; for, behold,
I will bring out my servant, the Branch.

9 For, behold, the stone that I have set
before Joshua: on one stone are seven
eyes; behold, I will engrave its inscription,’
says Yahweh of Armies, ‘and I will remove
the iniquity of that land in one day.

10 In that day,’ says Yahweh of Armies,
‘you will invite every man his neighbor
under the vine and under the fig tree.’ ”

4
1 The angel who talked with me came

again and wakened me, as a man who is
wakened out of his sleep.

2He said to me, “What do you see?”
I said, “I have seen, and behold, a lamp

stand all of gold, with its bowl on the top
of it, and its seven lamps on it; there are
seven pipes to each of the lampswhich are
on the top of it;

3 and two olive trees by it, one on the
right side of the bowl, and the other on the
left side of it.”
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4 I answered and spoke to the angel who
talked with me, saying, “What are these,
my lord?”

5 Then the angel who talked with me
answeredme, “Don’t you knowwhat these
are?”
I said, “No, my lord.”
6 Then he answered and spoke to me,

saying, “This is Yahweh’sword to Zerubba-
bel, saying, ‘Not by might, nor by power,
but bymy Spirit,’ says Yahweh of Armies.

7 Who are you, great mountain? Be-
fore Zerubbabel you are a plain; and he
will bring out the capstone with shouts of
‘Grace, grace, to it!’ ”

8Moreover Yahweh’s word came to me,
saying,

9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid
the foundation of this house. His hands
shall also finish it; and you will know that
Yahweh of Armies has sent me to you.

10 Indeed, who despises the day of small
things? For these seven shall rejoice, and
shall see the plumb line in the hand of
Zerubbabel. These are Yahweh’s eyes,
which run back and forth through the
whole earth.”

11Then I asked him, “What are these two
olive trees on the right side of the lamp
stand and on the left side of it?”

12 I askedhimthe second time, “Whatare
these twoolive branches,which arebeside
the two golden spouts that pour the golden
oil out of themselves?”

13 He answered me, “Don’t you know
what these are?”
I said, “No, my lord.”
14 Then he said, “These are the two

anointed ones who stand by the Lord† of
the whole earth.”

5
1Then again I lifted upmy eyes and saw,

and behold, a flying scroll.
2He said to me, “What do you see?”
I answered, “I see a flying scroll; its

length is twenty cubits,† and its width ten
cubits.”

3 Then he said to me, “This is the curse
that goes out over the surface of the whole
land, for everyone who steals shall be cut
off according to it on the one side; and
everyone who swears falsely shall be cut
off according to it on the other side.

4 I will cause it to go out,” says Yahweh
of Armies, “and it will enter into the house
of the thief, and into the house of himwho
swears falsely by my name; and it will
remain in themiddle of his house, andwill
destroy it with its timber and its stones.”

5 Then the angel who talked with me
came forward and said to me, “Lift up
now your eyes and see what this is that is
appearing.”

6 I said, “What is it?”
He said, “This is the ephah‡ basket that

is appearing.” He said moreover, “This is
their appearance in all the land—

7 and behold, a lead cover weighing one
talent§ was lifted up—and there was a
woman sitting in the middle of the ephah†
basket.”

8 He said, “This is Wickedness;” and
he threw her down into the middle of
the ephah basket; and he threw the lead
weight on its mouth.

9 Then I lifted up my eyes and saw, and
behold, there were two women; and the
wind was in their wings. Now they had
wings like the wings of a stork, and they
lifted up the ephah basket between earth
and the sky.

10 Then I said to the angel who talked
with me, “Where are these carrying the
ephah basket?”

11 He said to me, “To build her a house
in the land of Shinar. When it is prepared,
she will be set there in her own place.”

6
1Again I lifted up my eyes, and saw, and

behold, four chariots came out from be-
tween two mountains; and the mountains
weremountains of bronze.

2 In the first chariot were red horses. In
the second chariot were black horses.

† 4:14 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 5:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the
elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters. ‡ 5:6 An ephah is a measure of volume of about 22
liters, 5.8 U. S. gallons, or about 2/3 of a bushel. § 5:7A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds. † 5:7 1 ephah
is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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3 In the third chariot were white horses.
In the fourth chariot were dappled horses,
all of them powerful.

4Then I asked the angel who talkedwith
me, “What are these, my lord?”

5The angel answeredme, “These are the
four winds of the sky, which go out from
standing before the Lord of all the earth.

6The one with the black horses goes out
toward the north country; and the white
went out after them; and the dappledwent
out toward the south country.”

7 The strong went out, and sought to
go that they might walk back and forth
through the earth. He said, “Go around
and through the earth!” So they walked
back and forth through the earth.

8Then he called to me, and spoke to me,
saying, “Behold, those who go toward the
northcountryhavequietedmyspirit in the
north country.”

9Yahweh’s word came tome, saying,
10 “Take of them of the captivity, even

of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah; and
come the same day, and go into the house
of Josiah the son of Zephaniah, where they
have come from Babylon.

11 Yes, take silver and gold, and make
crowns, andset themon theheadof Joshua
the son of Jehozadak, the high priest;

12 and speak to him, saying, ‘Yahweh
of Armies says, “Behold, the man whose
name is the Branch! He will grow up out
of his place; and he will build Yahweh’s
temple.

13Hewill build Yahweh’s temple. Hewill
bear the glory, and will sit and rule on his
throne. He will be a priest on his throne.
The counsel of peacewill be between them
both.

14 The crowns shall be to Helem, to To-
bijah, to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of
Zephaniah, for a memorial in Yahweh’s
temple.

15 Those who are far off shall come and
build in Yahweh’s temple; and you shall
know that Yahweh of Armies has sent me
to you. This will happen, if you will dili-
gently obey Yahweh your God’s voice.” ’ ”†

7
1 In the fourth year of King Darius,

Yahweh’s word came to Zechariah in the
fourth day of the ninth month, the month
of Chislev.

2The people of Bethel sent Sharezer and
Regem Melech and their men to entreat
Yahweh’s favor,

3 and to speak to the priests of the house
of Yahweh of Armies and to the prophets,
saying, “Should I weep in the fifth month,
separating myself, as I have done these so
many years?”

4 Then the word of Yahweh of Armies
came tome, saying,

5 “Speak to all the people of the land and
to thepriests, saying, ‘Whenyou fastedand
mourned in the fifth and in the seventh
month for these seventy years, did you at
all fast to me, really to me?

6 When you eat and when you drink,
don’t you eat for yourselves and drink for
yourselves?

7 Aren’t these the words which Yahweh
proclaimed by the former prophets when
Jerusalem was inhabited and in prosper-
ity, and its cities around her, and the South
and the lowland were inhabited?’ ”

8Yahweh’sword came to Zechariah, say-
ing,

9 “Thus has Yahweh of Armies spoken,
saying, ‘Execute true judgment, and show
kindness and compassioneveryman tohis
brother.

10 Don’t oppress the widow, the father-
less, the foreigner, nor the poor; and let
none of you devise evil against his brother
in your heart.’

11 But they refused to listen, and turned
their backs, and stopped their ears, that
theymight not hear.

12 Yes, they made their hearts as hard
as flint, lest they might hear the law and
the words which Yahweh of Armies had
sent by his Spirit by the former prophets.
Therefore great wrath came from Yahweh
of Armies.

13 It has come to pass that, as he called
and they refused to listen, so they will
call and I will not listen,” said Yahweh of
Armies;

† 6:15 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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14 “but I will scatter them with a whirl-
wind among all the nations which they
have not known. Thus the land was des-
olate after them, so that no man passed
through nor returned; for they made the
pleasant land desolate.”

8
1Theword of Yahweh of Armies came to

me.
2 Yahweh of Armies says: “I am jealous

for Zion with great jealousy, and I am jeal-
ous for her with great wrath.”

3Yahweh says: “I have returned to Zion,
and will dwell in the middle of Jerusalem.
Jerusalem shall be called ‘The City of
Truth;’ and the mountain of Yahweh of
Armies, ‘The Holy Mountain.’ ”

4 Yahweh of Armies says: “Old men and
old women will again dwell in the streets
of Jerusalem, every man with his staff in
his hand because of their old age.

5The streets of the citywill be full of boys
and girls playing in its streets.”

6 Yahweh of Armies says: “If it is mar-
velous in the eyes of the remnant of this
people in those days, should it also be
marvelous in my eyes?” says Yahweh of
Armies.

7 Yahweh of Armies says: “Behold, I will
save my people from the east country and
from the west country.

8 I will bring them, and they will dwell
within Jerusalem. They will be my people,
and I will be their God, in truth and in
righteousness.”

9 Yahweh of Armies says: “Let your
hands be strong, you who hear in these
days these words from the mouth of the
prophets who were in the day that the
foundation of the house of Yahweh of
Armies was laid, even the temple, that it
might be built.

10 For before those days there was no
wages for man nor any wages for an an-
imal, neither was there any peace to him
who went out or came in, because of the
adversary. For I set all men everyone
against his neighbor.

11 But now I will not be to the remnant
of this people as in the former days,” says
Yahweh of Armies.

12 “For the seed of peace and the vine
will yield its fruit, and the ground will
give its increase, and the heavenswill give
their dew. I will cause the remnant of this
people to inherit all these things.

13 It shall come to pass that, as you were
a curse among the nations, house of Judah
and house of Israel, so I will save you, and
you shall be a blessing. Don’t be afraid. Let
your hands be strong.”

14 For Yahweh of Armies says: “As I
thought todoevil to youwhenyour fathers
provoked me to wrath,” says Yahweh of
Armies, “and I didn’t repent,

15 so again I have thought in these days
to do good to Jerusalemand to the house of
Judah. Don’t be afraid.

16 These are the things that you shall
do: speak every man the truth with his
neighbor. Execute the judgment of truth
and peace in your gates,

17and let none of you devise evil in your
hearts against his neighbor, and love no
false oath; for all these are things that I
hate,” says Yahweh.

18 The word of Yahweh of Armies came
tome.

19 Yahweh of Armies says: “The fasts
of the fourth, fifth, seventh, and tenth
months shall be for the house of Judah joy,
gladness, and cheerful feasts. Therefore
love truth and peace.”

20 Yahweh of Armies says: “Many peo-
ples and the inhabitants ofmany citieswill
yet come.

21 The inhabitants of one will go to an-
other, saying, ‘Let’s go speedily to entreat
the favor of Yahweh, and to seek Yahweh
of Armies. I will go also.’

22 Yes, many peoples and strong nations
will come to seek Yahweh of Armies in
Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of Yah-
weh.”

23YahwehofArmies says: “In thosedays,
ten men out of all the languages of the
nations will take hold of the skirt of him
who is a Jew, saying, ‘We will go with you,
for we have heard that God is with you.’ ”

9
1A revelation.
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Yahweh’s word is against the land of
Hadrach,

and will rest upon Damascus—
for the eye of man

and of all the tribes of Israel is toward
Yahweh—

2and Hamath, also, which borders on it,
Tyre and Sidon, because they are very
wise.

3Tyre built herself a stronghold,
and heaped up silver like the dust,
and fine gold like the mire of the
streets.

4Behold, the Lord will dispossess her,
andhewill strikeher power in the sea;
and she will be devoured with fire.

5Ashkelon will see it, and fear;
Gaza also, and will writhe in agony;
as will Ekron, for her expectation will
be disappointed;

and the king will perish from Gaza,
and Ashkelon will not be inhabited.

6Foreigners will dwell in Ashdod,
and I will cut off the pride of the
Philistines.

7 I will take away his blood out of his
mouth,

and his abominations from between
his teeth;

and he also will be a remnant for our God;
and he will be as a chieftain in Judah,
and Ekron as a Jebusite.

8 I will encamp around my house against
the army,

that no one pass through or return;
and no oppressor will pass through
them anymore:

for now I have seen withmy eyes.
9Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion!

Shout, daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your King comes to you!

He is righteous, and having salvation;
lowly, and riding on a donkey,
even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the horse from Jerusalem.

The battle bowwill be cut off;
and hewill speak peace to the nations.

His dominion will be from sea to sea,

and from the River to the ends of the
earth.

11As for you also,
because of the blood of your covenant,
I have set free your prisoners from the
pit in which is no water.

12Turn to the stronghold, you prisoners of
hope!

Even today I declare that I will restore
double to you.

13For indeed I bend Judah as a bow forme.
I have loaded the bowwith Ephraim.

I will stir up your sons, Zion,
against your sons, Greece,
and will make you like the sword of a
mighty man.

14Yahwehwill be seen over them.
His arrowwill flash like lightning.

The Lord Yahwehwill blow the trumpet,
and will go with whirlwinds of the
south.

15Yahweh of Armies will defend them.
They will destroy and overcome with
sling stones.

Theywill drink, and roar as throughwine.
They will be filled like bowls,
like the corners of the altar.

16Yahweh their God will save them in that
day as the flock of his people;

for they are like the jewels of a crown,
lifted on high over his land.

17For how great is his goodness,
and how great is his beauty!

Grain will make the youngmen flourish,
and newwine the virgins.

10
1Ask of Yahweh rain in the spring time,

Yahwehwhomakes storm clouds,
and he gives rain showers to everyone
for the plants in the field.

2For the teraphim† have spoken vanity,
and the diviners have seen a lie;
and they have told false dreams.

They comfort in vain.
Therefore theygo theirway like sheep.

† 10:2 teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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They are oppressed, because there is
no shepherd.

3 My anger is kindled against the shep-
herds,

and I will punish themale goats,
for Yahweh of Armies has visited his
flock, the house of Judah,

and will make them as his majestic
horse in the battle.

4From himwill come the cornerstone,
from him the tent peg,
from him the battle bow,
from him every ruler together.
5They will be as mighty men,
treading down muddy streets in the
battle.

They will fight, because Yahweh is with
them.

The riders on horses will be con-
founded.

6 “I will strengthen the house of Judah,
and I will save the house of Joseph.

I will bring them back,
for I havemercy on them.

They will be as though I had not cast them
off,

for I am Yahweh their God, and I will
hear them.

7Ephraimwill be like amighty man,
and their heart will rejoice as through
wine.

Yes, their children will see it and rejoice.
Their heart will be glad in Yahweh.

8 I will signal for them and gather them,
for I have redeemed them.
They will increase as they were be-
fore.

9 I will sow them among the peoples.
They will remember me in far coun-
tries.

They will live with their children and
will return.

10 I will bring them again also out of the
land of Egypt,

and gather them out of Assyria.
I will bring them into the land of Gilead

and Lebanon;
and there won’t be room enough for
them.

11Hewill pass through the sea of affliction,
and will strike the waves in the sea,

and all the depths of the Nile will dry
up;

and the pride of Assyria will be
brought down,

and the scepter of Egypt will depart.
12 I will strengthen them in Yahweh.

They will walk up and down in his
name,” says Yahweh.

11
1Open your doors, Lebanon,

that the firemay devour your cedars.
2 Wail, cypress tree, for the cedar has

fallen,
because the stately ones are de-
stroyed.

Wail, you oaks of Bashan,
for the strong forest has come down.

3A voice of the wailing of the shepherds!
For their glory is destroyed—a voice of
the roaring of young lions!

For the pride of the Jordan is ruined.
4YahwehmyGod says: “Feed the flock of

slaughter.
5 Their buyers slaughter them and go

unpunished. Those who sell them say,
‘Blessed be Yahweh, for I am rich;’ and
their own shepherds don’t pity them.

6 For I will no more pity the inhabitants
of the land,” says Yahweh; “but, behold, I
will deliver every one of the men into his
neighbor’s hand and into the hand of his
king. They will strike the land, and out of
their hand I will not deliver them.”

7 So I fed the flock to be slaughtered,
especially the oppressed of the flock. I
took for myself two staffs. The one I called
“Favor” and the other I called “Union”, and
I fed the flock.

8 I cut off the three shepherds in one
month; for my soul was weary of them,
and their soul also loathedme.

9 Then I said, “I will not feed you. That
which dies, let it die; and that which is to
be cut off, let it be cut off; and let thosewho
are left eat each other’s flesh.”

10 I took my staff Favor and cut it apart,
that I might break my covenant that I had
made with all the peoples.

11 It was broken in that day; and thus the
poor of the flock that listened to me knew
that it was Yahweh’s word.
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12 I said to them, “If you think it best, give
me my wages; and if not, keep them.” So
theyweighed formywages thirty pieces of
silver.

13 Yahweh said to me, “Throw it to the
potter—the handsome price that I was val-
ued at by them!” I took the thirty pieces
of silver and threw them to the potter in
Yahweh’s house.

14Then I cut apart my other staff, Union,
that I might break the brotherhood be-
tween Judah and Israel.

15Yahweh said to me, “Take for yourself
yet again the equipment of a foolish shep-
herd.

16 For, behold, I will raise up a shepherd
in the land who will not visit those who
are cut off, neither will seek those who are
scattered, nor heal that which is broken,
nor feed that which is sound; but he will
eat the meat of the fat sheep, and will tear
their hoofs in pieces.

17 Woe to the worthless shepherd who
leaves the flock! The sword will strike his
arm and his right eye. His arm will be
completelywithered, andhis right eyewill
be totally blinded!”

12
1 A revelation of Yahweh’s word con-

cerning Israel: Yahweh, who stretches out
the heavens and lays the foundation of the
earth, and forms the spirit of man within
him says:

2 “Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of
reeling to all the surrounding peoples, and
it will also be on Judah in the siege against
Jerusalem.

3 It will happen in that day that I will
make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for
all thepeoples. Allwhoburden themselves
with it will be severely wounded, and all
the nations of the earth will be gathered
together against it.

4 In that day,” says Yahweh, “I will strike
every horse with terror and his rider with
madness. I will openmy eyes on the house
of Judah, andwill strike every horse of the
peoples with blindness.

5The chieftains of Judahwill say in their
heart, ‘The inhabitants of Jerusalem are
my strength in Yahweh of Armies their
God.’

6 In that day I will make the chieftains of
Judah like a pan of fire among wood, and
like a flaming torch among sheaves. They
will devour all the surrounding peoples
on the right hand and on the left; and
Jerusalemwill yet againdwell in their own
place, even in Jerusalem.

7Yahwehalsowill save the tents of Judah
first, that thegloryofDavid’shouseand the
glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem not
bemagnified above Judah.

8 In that day Yahweh will defend the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. Hewho is feeble
among them at that day will be like David,
and David’s house will be like God, like
Yahweh’s angel before them.

9 It will happen in that day, that I will
seek to destroy all the nations that come
against Jerusalem.

10 Iwill pour onDavid’s house andon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace
and of supplication. They will look to me†
whom they have pierced; and they shall
mourn for him as one mourns for his only
son, andwill grieve bitterly for him as one
grieves for his firstborn.

11 In thatday therewill beagreatmourn-
ing in Jerusalem, like the mourning of
Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddo.

12 The land will mourn, every family
apart; the family of David’s house apart,
and their wives apart; the family of the
house of Nathan apart, and their wives
apart;

13 the family of the house of Levi apart,
and their wives apart; the family of the
Shimeites apart, and their wives apart;

14 all the families who remain, every
family apart, and their wives apart.

13
1 “In that day there will be a fountain

opened to David’s house and to the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, for sin and for unclean-
ness.

† 12:10After “me”, the Hebrewhas the two letters “Aleph Tav” (the first and last letters of theHebrew alphabet), not
as a word, but as a grammatical marker.
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2 It will come to pass in that day, says
Yahweh of Armies, that I will cut off the
names of the idols out of the land, and
they will be remembered no more. I will
also cause the prophets and the spirit of
impurity to pass out of the land.

3 It will happen that when anyone still
prophesies, then his father and hismother
who bore him will tell him, ‘You must die,
because you speak lies in Yahweh’s name;’
and his father and his mother who bore
himwill stab himwhen he prophesies.

4 It will happen in that day that the
prophets will each be ashamed of his vi-
sion when he prophesies; they won’t wear
a hairy mantle to deceive,

5but he will say, ‘I am no prophet, I am a
tiller of the ground; for I have beenmade a
bondservant frommy youth.’

6 One will say to him, ‘What are these
wounds between your arms?’ Then hewill
answer, ‘Those with which I was wounded
in the house of my friends.’
7 “Awake, sword, against my shepherd,

and against the man who is close to
me,” says Yahweh of Armies.

“Strike the shepherd, and the sheepwill be
scattered;

and I will turn my hand against the
little ones.

8 It shall happen that in all the land,” says
Yahweh,

“two parts in it will be cut off and die;
but the third will be left in it.

9 I will bring the third part into the fire,
and will refine them as silver is re-
fined,

and will test them like gold is tested.
They will call on my name, and I will hear

them.
I will say, ‘It is my people;’
and they will say, ‘Yahweh is my
God.’ ”

14
1 Behold, a day of Yahweh comes, when

your plunder will be divided within you.
2 For I will gather all nations against

Jerusalem to battle; and the city will be
taken, the houses rifled, and the women

ravished. Half of the city will go out into
captivity, and the rest of thepeoplewill not
be cut off from the city.

3 Then Yahweh will go out and fight
against thosenations, aswhenhe fought in
the day of battle.

4 His feet will stand in that day on the
MountofOlives,which is before Jerusalem
on the east; and the Mount of Olives will
be split in two from east to west, making
a very great valley. Half of the mountain
will move toward the north, and half of it
toward the south.

5You shall flee by the valley ofmymoun-
tains, for the valley of the mountains shall
reach to Azel. Yes, you shall flee, just like
you fled frombefore the earthquake in the
days of Uzziah king of Judah. Yahweh my
God will come, and all the holy ones with
you.†

6 Itwill happen in that day that therewill
not be light, cold, or frost.

7 It will be a unique day which is known
to Yahweh—not day, and not night; but it
will come topass that at evening time there
will be light.

8 It will happen in that day that living
waters will go out from Jerusalem, half of
them toward the eastern sea, and half of
them toward the western sea. It will be so
in summer and in winter.

9Yahweh will be King over all the earth.
In that day Yahweh will be one, and his
name one.

10 All the land will be made like the
Arabah, from Geba to Rimmon south of
Jerusalem; and she will be lifted up and
will dwell in her place, from Benjamin’s
gate to the place of the first gate, to the cor-
ner gate, and from the tower of Hananel to
the king’s wine presses.

11Men will dwell therein, and there will
be nomore curse; but Jerusalemwill dwell
safely.

12Thiswill be theplaguewithwhichYah-
weh will strike all the peoples who have
fought against Jerusalem: their flesh will
consume away while they stand on their
feet, and their eyes will consume away in

† 14:5 Septuagint reads “him” instead of “you”.
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their sockets, and their tongue will con-
sume away in their mouth.

13 It will happen in that day that a great
panic from Yahweh will be among them;
and they will each seize the hand of his
neighbor, and his handwill rise up against
the hand of his neighbor.

14 Judah also will fight at Jerusalem; and
the wealth of all the surrounding nations
will be gathered together: gold, silver, and
clothing, in great abundance.

15Aplague like thiswill fall on the horse,
on the mule, on the camel, on the donkey,
and on all the animals that will be in those
camps.

16 It will happen that everyone who is
left of all the nations that came against
Jerusalem will go up from year to year to
worship the King, Yahweh of Armies, and
to keep the feast of booths.

17 It will be that whoever of all the fami-
lies of the earth doesn’t go up to Jerusalem
toworship the King, Yahweh of Armies, on
them there will be no rain.

18 If the family of Egypt doesn’t goupand
doesn’t come, neither will it rain on them.
Thiswill be the plaguewithwhich Yahweh
will strike the nations that don’t go up to
keep the feast of booths.

19 This will be the punishment of Egypt
and the punishment of all the nations that
don’t go up to keep the feast of booths.

20 In that day there will be inscribed on
the bells of the horses, “HOLY TO YAH-
WEH”; and the pots in Yahweh’s housewill
be like the bowls before the altar.

21 Yes, every pot in Jerusalem and in
Judah will be holy to Yahweh of Armies;
and all those who sacrifice will come and
take of them, and cook in them. In that day
there will no longer be a Canaanite‡ in the
house of Yahweh of Armies.

‡ 14:21 or, merchant
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The Book of
Malachi

1A revelation, Yahweh’s† word to Israel
byMalachi.

2 “I have loved you,” says Yahweh.
Yet you say, “How have you loved us?”
“Wasn’t Esau Jacob’s brother?” says Yah-

weh, “Yet I loved Jacob;
3 but Esau I hated, and made his moun-

tains a desolation, and gave his heritage to
the jackals of the wilderness.”

4 Whereas Edom says, “We are beaten
down, but we will return and build the
waste places,” Yahweh of Armies says,
“They shall build, but I will throw down;
andmenwill call them ‘TheWicked Land,’
even the people against whom Yahweh
shows wrath forever.”

5 Your eyes will see, and you will say,
“Yahweh is great—even beyond the border
of Israel!”

6 “A son honors his father, and a servant
his master. If I am a father, then where is
my honor? And if I am a master, where
is the respect due me?” says Yahweh
of Armies to you priests who despise my
name. “You say, ‘How have we despised
your name?’

7 You offer polluted bread on my al-
tar. You say, ‘How have we polluted you?’
In that you say, ‘Yahweh’s table is con-
temptible.’

8When you offer the blind for sacrifice,
isn’t that evil? And when you offer the
lame and sick, isn’t that evil? Present it
now to your governor! Will he be pleased
with you? Or will he accept your person?”
says Yahweh of Armies.

9 “Now, please entreat the favor of God,‡
that he may be gracious to us. With this,
will he accept any of you?” says Yahweh of
Armies.

10 “Oh that there were one among you
who would shut the doors, that you might
not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I

have no pleasure in you,” says Yahweh of
Armies, “neitherwill I accept anofferingat
your hand.

11 For from the rising of the sun even to
its going down, my name is great among
the nations, and in every place incense
will be offered to my name, and a pure
offering; for my name is great among the
nations,” says Yahweh of Armies.

12 “But you profane it when you say,
‘Yahweh’s table is polluted, and its fruit,
even its food, is contemptible.’

13 You say also, ‘Behold,§ what a weari-
ness it is!’ And you have sniffed at it”,
says Yahweh of Armies; “and you have
brought that whichwas taken by violence,
the lame, and the sick; thus you bring
the offering. Should I accept this at your
hand?” says Yahweh.

14 “But the deceiver is cursed who has in
his flock a male, and vows and sacrifices
to the Lord† a defective thing; for I am a
great King,” says Yahweh of Armies, “and
my name is awesome among the nations.”

2
1 “Now, you priests, this commandment

is for you.
2 If you will not listen, and if you will

not take it to heart, to give glory to my
name,” says Yahweh of Armies, “then Iwill
send the curse on you, and I will curse
your blessings. Indeed, I have cursed them
already, becauseyoudonot take it toheart.

3 Behold, I will rebuke your offspring,†
and will spread dung on your faces, even
the dung of your feasts; and you will be
taken away with it.

4 You will know that I have sent this
commandment to you, that my covenant
may bewith Levi,” says Yahweh of Armies.

5 “My covenant was with him of life and
peace; and I gave them to him that he
might be reverent toward me; and he was
reverent toward me, and stood in awe of
my name.

† 1:1 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations. ‡ 1:9 The
Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:13 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice,
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 1:14 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 2:3
or, seed
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6 The law of truth was in his mouth,
and unrighteousness was not found in his
lips. He walked with me in peace and
uprightness, and turned many away from
iniquity.

7For the priest’s lips should keep knowl-
edge, and they should seek the law at his
mouth; for he is the messenger of Yahweh
of Armies.

8 But you have turned away from the
path. You have causedmany to stumble in
the law. You have corrupted the covenant
of Levi,” says Yahweh of Armies.

9 “Therefore I have also made you con-
temptible and wicked before all the peo-
ple, according to thewayyouhavenot kept
myways, but have had respect for persons
in the law.

10 Don’t we all have one father? Hasn’t
one God created us? Why do we deal
treacherously every man against his
brother, profaning the covenant of our
fathers?

11 Judah has dealt treacherously, and an
abomination is committed in Israel and
in Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the
holiness of Yahweh which he loves, and
hasmarried the daughter of a foreign god.

12 Yahweh will cut off the man who
does this, him who wakes and him who
answers, out of the tents of Jacob and
him who offers an offering to Yahweh of
Armies.

13 “This again you do: you cover Yah-
weh’s altar with tears, with weeping, and
with sighing, because he doesn’t regard
the offering any more, neither receives it
with good will at your hand.

14 Yet you say, ‘Why?’ Because Yah-
weh has been witness between you and
the wife of your youth, against whom
you have dealt treacherously, though she
is your companion and the wife of your
covenant.

15 Did he not make you one, although
he had the residue of the Spirit? Why
one? He sought godly offspring. Therefore
take heed to your spirit, and let no one
deal treacherously against the wife of his
youth.

16 One who hates and divorces”, says
Yahweh, the God of Israel, “covers his

garment with violence!” says Yahweh of
Armies. “Therefore pay attention to your
spirit, that you don’t be unfaithful.

17 You have wearied Yahweh with your
words. Yet you say, ‘How have we wea-
ried him?’ In that you say, ‘Everyone who
does evil is good in Yahweh’s sight, and he
delights in them;’ or ‘Where is the God of
justice?’

3
1 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he

will prepare theway beforeme! The Lord,
whom you seek, will suddenly come to
his temple. Behold, the messenger of the
covenant, whom you desire, is coming!”
says Yahweh of Armies.

2 “But who can endure the day of his
coming? And who will stand when he
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire, and
like launderers’ soap;

3 and he will sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver, and he will purify the sons of
Levi, and refine them as gold and silver;
and they shall offer to Yahweh offerings in
righteousness.

4 Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasant to Yahweh as
in the days of old and as in ancient years.

5 I will come near to you to judgment. I
will be a swift witness against the sorcer-
ers, against the adulterers, against the per-
jurers, and against those who oppress the
hireling in his wages, the widow, and the
fatherless, and who deprive the foreigner
of justice, and don’t fearme,” says Yahweh
of Armies.

6 “For I, Yahweh, don’t change; therefore
you, sons of Jacob, are not consumed.

7 From the days of your fathers you
have turned away from my ordinances
and have not kept them. Return to me,
and I will return to you,” says Yahweh
of Armies. “But you say, ‘How shall we
return?’

8Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me!
But you say, ‘Howhavewe robbed you?’ In
tithes and offerings.

9 You are cursed with the curse; for you
robme, even this whole nation.
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10 Bring the whole tithe into the store-
house, that theremaybe food inmyhouse,
and test me now in this,” says Yahweh of
Armies, “if Iwill not openyou thewindows
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there will not be enough room for.

11 I will rebuke the devourer for your
sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of
your ground; neither shall your vine cast
its fruit before its time in the field,” says
Yahweh of Armies.

12 “All nations shall call you blessed, for
youwill be a delightful land,” says Yahweh
of Armies.

13 “Your words have been harsh against
me,” says Yahweh. “Yet you say, ‘What
have we spoken against you?’

14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God,’
and ‘Whatprofit is it thatwehave followed
his instructions and that we have walked
mournfully before Yahweh of Armies?

15 Now we call the proud happy; yes,
those who work wickedness are built up;
yes, they tempt God, and escape.’

16Then those who feared Yahweh spoke
one with another; and Yahweh listened
and heard, and a book of memory was
written before him for those who feared
Yahweh andwho honored his name.

17 They shall be mine,” says Yahweh of
Armies, “my own possession in the day
that I make. I will spare them, as a man
spares his own sonwho serves him.

18Then you shall return and discern be-
tween the righteous and the wicked, be-
tween him who serves God and him who
doesn’t serve him.

4
1 “For behold, the day comes, burning

like a furnace, when all the proud and all
whoworkwickedness will be stubble. The
day that comes will burn them up,” says
Yahweh of Armies, “so that it will leave
them neither root nor branch.

2But to you who fear my name shall the
sun of righteousness arise with healing in
its wings. You will go out and leap like
calves of the stall.

3 You shall tread down the wicked; for
they will be ashes under the soles of your

feet in the day that I make,” says Yahweh
of Armies.

4 “Remember the law of Moses my ser-
vant, which I commanded to him in Horeb
for all Israel, even statutes andordinances.

5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the great and terrible day
of Yahweh comes.

6Hewill turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children and the hearts of the children
to their fathers, lest I come and strike the
earth with a curse.”
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Tobit
Tobit is recognized as Deuterocanon-

ical Scripture by the Roman Catholic,
Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox
Churches.

1The book of the words of Tobit, the son
of Tobiel, the son of Ananiel, the son of
Aduel, the son of Gabael, of the seed of
Asiel, of the tribe of Naphtali;

2 who in the days of Enemessar† king
of the Assyrians was carried away captive
out of Thisbe, which is on the right hand of
Kedesh Naphtali in Galilee above Asher.

3 I, Tobit walked in theways of truth and
righteousness all the days of my life, and
I did many alms deeds to my kindred and
mynation,whowentwithme into the land
of the Assyrians, to Nineveh.

4When I was in my own country, in the
land of Israel, while I was yet young, all
the tribe of Naphtali my father fell away
from the house of Jerusalem, which was
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, that
all the tribes should sacrifice there, and the
temple of the habitation of the Most High
washallowedandbuilt therein forall ages.

5All the tribes which fell away together
sacrificed to the heifer Baal, and so did the
house of Naphtali my father.

6 I alone went often to Jerusalem at the
feasts, as it has been ordained to all Israel
by an everlasting decree, having the first
fruits and the tenths of my increase, and
thatwhichwasfirst shorn; and I gave them
at the altar to the priests the sons of Aaron.

7 I gave a tenth part of all my increase
to the sons of Levi, who ministered at
Jerusalem. A second tenth part I sold
away, and went, and spent it each year at
Jerusalem.

8 A third tenth I gave to them to whom
itwas appropriate, as Deborahmy father’s
mother had commanded me, because I
was left an orphan bymy father.

9 When I became a man, I took as wife
Anna of the seed of our own family. With
her, I became the father of Tobias.

10 When I was carried away captive to
Nineveh, all my kindred and my relatives
ate of the bread of the Gentiles;

11but I kept myself from eating,
12 because I remembered God with all

my soul.
13 So the Most High gave me grace and

favor‡ in the sight of Enemessar, and I was
his purchasing agent.

14 And I went into Media, and left ten
talents of silver in trust with Gabael, the
brother of Gabrias, at Rages of Media.

15 And when Enemessar was dead, Sen-
nacheribhis sonreigned inhisplace. Inhis
time, the highways were troubled,§ and I
could no longer go into Media.

16 In the days of Enemessar, I did many
almsdeeds tomykindred: I gavemybread
to the hungry,

17andmygarments to thenaked. If I saw
any of my race dead, and thrown out on†
the wall of Ninevah, I buried him.

18 If Sennacherib the king killed any,
when he came fleeing from Judea, I buried
them privately; for in his wrath he killed
many; and the bodies were sought for by
the king, and were not found.

19 But one of the Ninevites went and
showed to the king concerning me, how
I buried them, and hid myself; and when
I knew that I was sought for to be put to
death, I withdrewmyself for fear.

20And all my goods were forcibly taken
away, and there was nothing left to me,
savemywife Anna andmy son Tobias.

21 No more than fifty five days passed
before two of his sons killed him, and they
fled into the mountains of Ararat. And
Sarchedonus‡ his son reigned in his place;
and he appointed Achiacharusmy brother
Anael’s son over all the accounts of his
kingdom, and over all his affairs.

22Achiacharus requestedme, and I came
to Nineveh. Now Achiacharus was cup-
bearer, keeper of the signet, steward, and

† 1:2 That is, Shalmaneser. Compare 2 Kings 17:3, 23. ‡ 1:13 Gr. beauty. § 1:15 Gr. his highwayswere troubled.
† 1:17 Some ancient authorities read behind. ‡ 1:21 That is, Esar-haddon, and so in verse 22.
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overseer of the accounts. Sarchedonus
appointed him next to himself, but he was
my brother’s son.

2
1Nowwhen I had comehome again, and

my wife Anna was restored to me, and my
son Tobias, in the feast of Pentecost, which
is the holy feast of the seven weeks, there
was a good dinner prepared for me, and I
sat down to eat.

2 I saw abundance of meat, and I said to
my son, “Go and bringwhatever poorman
you find of our kindred, who is mindful of
the Lord. Behold, I wait for you.”

3Then he came, and said, “Father, one of
our race is strangled, andhas been cast out
in themarketplace.”

4 Before I had tasted anything, I sprang
up, and took him up into a chamber until
the sun had set.

5Then I returned,washedmyself, atemy
bread in heaviness,

6 and remembered the prophecy of
Amos, as he said,
*“Your feasts will be turned into mourn-

ing,
and all yourmirth into lamentation.

7 So I wept: and when the sun had set, I
went and dug a grave, and buried him.

8 My neighbors mocked me, and said,
“He is no longer afraid to be put to death
for this matter; and yet he fled away. Be-
hold, he buries the dead again.”

9 The same night I returned from bury-
ing him, and slept by the wall of my court-
yard, being polluted; and my face was un-
covered.

10 I didn’t know that there were spar-
rows in the wall. My eyes were open and
the sparrows droppedwarmdung intomy
eyes, and white films came over my eyes.
I went to the physicians, and they didn’t
help me; but Achiacharus nourished me,
until I went† into Elymais.

11 My wife Anna wove cloth in the
women’s chambers,

12and sent the work back to the owners.
Theyon their part paidherwages, andalso
gave her a kid.

13Butwhen it came tomyhouse, it began
to cry, and I said to her, “Where did this kid
come from? Is it stolen? Give it back to the
owners; for it is not lawful to eat anything
that is stolen.”

14 But she said, “It has been given to me
for a gift more than the wages.”
I didn’t believe her, and I asked her to

return it to the owners; and Iwas ashamed
of her.
But she answered and said to me,

“Where are your alms and your righteous
deeds? Behold, you and all yourworks are
known.‡”

3
1 I was grieved and wept, and prayed in

sorrow, saying,
2 “OLord, you are righteous, and all your

works and all your ways are mercy and
truth, and you judge true and righteous
judgment forever.

3 Remember me, and look at me. Don’t
take vengeance on me for my sins and my
ignorances, and the sins ofmy fatherswho
sinned before you.

4 For they disobeyed your command-
ments. You gave us as plunder, for cap-
tivity, for death, and for a proverb of re-
proach to all the nations among whomwe
are dispersed.

5 Now your judgments are many and
true, that you should deal withme accord-
ing to my sins and the sins of my fathers,
because we didn’t keep your command-
ments, for we didn’t walk in truth before
you.

6 Now deal with me according to that
which is pleasing in your sight. Command
myspirit tobe taken fromme, that Imaybe
released, and become earth. For it is more
profitable for me to die rather than to live,
because Ihaveheard false reproaches, and
there is much sorrow in me. Command
that I be released from my distress, now,
and go to the everlasting place. Don’t turn
your face away fromme.”

7The same day it happened to Sarah the
daughter of Raguel in Ecbatana of Media,

* 2:6 Amos 8:10 † 2:10 Some authorities read until he went. ‡ 2:14 Gr. all things are knownwith you.
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that she also was reproached by her fa-
ther’s maidservants;

8 because that she had been given to
seven husbands, and Asmodaeus the evil
spirit† killed them, before they had lain
with her. And they said to her, “Do you not
know that you strangle your husbands?
Youhavehadalreadysevenhusbands, and
you haven’t borne the name of any one of
them.

9 Why do you scourge us? If they are
dead, go your ways with them. Let us
never see either son or daughter from
you.”

10When she heard these things, she was
grieved exceedingly, so that she thought
about hanging herself. Then she said, “I
am the only daughter of my father. If I do
this, it will be a reproach to him, and I will
bring down his old age with sorrow to the
grave.‡”

11 Then she prayed by the window, and
said, “Blessed are you, O LordmyGod, and
blessed is your holy and honorable name
forever! Let all your works praise you
forever!

12And now, Lord, I have set my eyes and
my face toward you.

13 Command that I be released from the
earth, and that I no longer hear reproach.

14 You know, Lord, that I am pure from
all sin withman,

15 and that I never polluted my name
or the name of my father in the land of
my captivity. I am the only daughter of
my father, and he has no child that will
be his heir, nor brother near him, nor
son belonging to him, that I should keep
myself for a wife to him. Seven husbands
of mine are dead already. Why should I
live? If it doesn’t please you to kill me,
command some regard to be had of me,
and pity taken of me, and that I hear no
more reproach.”

16 The prayer of both was heard before
the glory of the great God.

17 Raphael also was sent to heal them
both, to scale away the white films from
Tobit’s eyes, and to give Sarah the daugh-
ter of Raguel for a wife to Tobias the son

of Tobit; and to bind Asmodaeus the evil
spirit§; because it belonged to Tobias that
he should inherit her. At that very time,
Tobit returned and entered into his house,
and Sarah the daughter of Raguel came
down from her upper chamber.

4
1 In that day Tobit remembered the

money which he had left in trust with
Gabael in Rages of Media,

2 and he said to himself, I have asked
for death; why do I not call my son Tobias,
that I may explain to him about themoney
before I die?

3And he called him, and said,
“Mychild, if I die, buryme. Don’t despise

your mother. Honor her all the days of
your life, and do that which is pleasing to
her, and don’t grieve her.

4Remember, my child, that she has seen
many dangers for you, when you were in
her womb. When she is dead, bury her by
me in one grave.

5 My child, be mindful of the Lord our
God all your days, and don’t let your will
be set to sin and to transgress his com-
mandments: do righteousness all the days
of your life, and don’t follow the ways of
unrighteousness.

6 For if you do what is true, your deeds
will prosperously succeed for you, and for
all those who do righteousness.

7 Give alms from your possessions.
When you give alms, don’t let your eye be
envious. Don’t turn away your face from
any poor man, and the face of God won’t
be turned away from you.

8As your possessions are, give alms of it
according to your abundance. If you have
little, don’t beafraid to givealmsaccording
to that little;

9 for you lay up a good treasure for your-
self against the day of necessity;

10 because alms-giving delivers from
death, and doesn’t allow you to come into
darkness.

11 Alms is a good gift in the sight of the
Most High for all that give it.

† 3:8 Gr. demon. ‡ 3:10 Gr. Hades. § 3:17 Gr. demon.
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12 Beware, my child, of all fornication,
and take first a wife of the seed of your
fathers. Don’t take a strange wife, who is
not of your father’s tribe; for we are the
descendants of the prophets. Remember,
my child, that Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, our fathers of old time, all took
wivesof their kindred, andwereblessed in
their children, and their seed will inherit
the land.

13And now,my child, love your kindred,
and don’t scorn your kindred and the sons
and the daughters of your people in your
heart, to take a wife of them; for in scorn-
fulness is destruction and much trouble,
and in idleness is decay and great lack; for
idleness is themother of famine.

14 Don’t let the wages of any man who
works for you wait with you, but give it to
him out of hand. If you serve God, youwill
be rewarded. Take heed to yourself, my
child, in all your works, and be discreet in
all your behavior.

15 And what you yourself hate, do to no
man. Don’t drink wine to drunkenness,
and don’t let drunkenness go with you on
your way.

16Give of your bread to the hungry, and
of your garments to those who are naked.
Give alms from all your abundance. Don’t
let your eye be envious when you give
alms.

17 Pour out your bread on the burial† of
the just, and give nothing to sinners.

18Ask counsel of everymanwho is wise,
and don’t despise any counsel that is prof-
itable.

19 Bless the Lord your God at all times,
and ask of him that your ways may be
made straight, and that all your paths and
counsels may prosper; for every nation
has no counsel; but the Lord himself gives
all good things, and he humbles whom he
will, as hewill. Andnow,mychild, remem-
ber my commandments, and let them not
be blotted out of yourmind.

20 And now I explain to you about the
ten talents of silver, which I left in trust
with Gabael the son of Gabrias at Rages of
Media.

21And fear not,my child, becausewe are

made poor. You have much wealth, if you
fear God, and depart from all sin, and do
that which is pleasing in his sight.”

5
1Then Tobias answered and said to him,

“Father, I will do all things, whatever you
have commandedme.

2 But how could I receive the money,
since I don’t know him?”

3He gave him the handwriting, and said
to him, “Seek a man who will go with you,
and I will give himwages, while I still live;
and go and receive themoney.”

4 He went to seek a man, and found
Raphael whowas an angel;

5 and he didn’t know it. He said to him,
“Can I go with you to Rages of Media? Do
you know those places well?”

6 The angel said to him, “I will go with
you. I know the way well. I have lodged
with our brother Gabael.”

7 Tobias said to him, “Wait for me, and I
will tell my father.”

8Hesaid tohim, “Go, anddon’twait. And
hewent in and said to his father, “Behold, I
have found someonewhowill gowithme.”
But he said, “Call him to me, that I may

know of what tribe he is, and whether he
be a trustworthyman to go with you.”

9 So he called him, and he came in, and
they saluted one another.

10 And Tobit said to him, “Brother, of
what tribeandofwhat familyareyou? Tell
me.”

11 He said to him, “Do you seek a tribe
and a family, or a hired man which will go
with your son?”
And Tobit said to him, “I want to know,

brother, your kindred and your name.”
12And he said, “I am Azarias, the son of

Ananias the great, of your kindred.”
13 And he said to him, “Welcome,

brother. Don’t be angry with me, because
I sought to know your tribe and family.
You are my brother, of an honest and good
lineage; for I knew Ananias and Jathan,
the sons of Shemaiah the great, when we
went together to Jerusalem to worship,
and offered the firstborn, and the tenths
of our increase; and they didn’t go astray

† 4:17Or, tomb
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in the error of our kindred. My brother,
you are of a great stock.

14 But tell me, what wages shall I give
you? A drachma a day, and those things
that be necessary for you, as to my son?

15Andmoreover, if you both return safe
and sound, I will add something to your
wages.”

16 And so they agreed. And he said to
Tobias, “Prepare yourself for the journey.
May God prosper you.” So his son pre-
pared what was needful for the journey,
and his father said to him, “Go with this
man; but God, who dwells in heaven, will
prosper your journey. May his angel go
with you.”
Then they both departed, and the young

man’s dog went with them.
17But Anna hismotherwept, and said to

Tobit, “Whyhave you sent away our child?
Isn’t he the staff of our hand, in going in
and out before us?

18 Don’t be greedy to add money to
money; but let it be as refuse compared to
our child.

19 For what the Lord has given us to live
is enough for us.”

20 Tobit said to her, “Don’t worry, my
sister. He will return safe and sound, and
your eyes will see him.

21 For a good angel will go with him.
His journey will be prospered, and he will
return safe and sound.”

22 So she stopped weeping.

6
1 Now as they went on their journey,

they came at evening to the river Tigris,
and they lodged there.

2But the youngmanwent down to wash
himself, and a fish leaped out of the river,
and would have swallowed up the young
man.

3 But the angel said to him, “Grab the
fish!”
So the young man grabbed the fish, and

hauled it up onto the land.
4And the angel said to him, “Cut the fish

open, and take the heart, the liver, and the
bile, and keep themwith you.”

5 And the young man did as the angel
commandedhim; but they roasted thefish,

and ate it. And they both went on their
way, till they drew near to Ecbatana.

6 The young man said to the angel,
“Brother Azarias, of what use is the heart,
the liver, and the bile of the fish?”

7 He said to him, “About the heart and
the liver: If a demon or an evil spirit
troubles anyone, we must burn those and
make smoke of thembefore themanor the
woman, and the affliction will flee.

8 But as for the bile, it is good to anoint
a man that has white films in his eyes, and
he will be healed.”

9But when they drew near to Rages,
10 the angel said to the young man,

“Brother, today we will lodge with Raguel.
He is your kinsman. Hehas an only daugh-
ter named Sarah. I will speak about her,
that she should be given to you for a wife.

11 For her inheritance belongs to you,
and you only are of her kindred.

12 The maid is fair and wise. And now
hear me, and I will speak to her father.
When we return from Rages we will cele-
brate themarriage; for I know that Raguel
may in no way marry her to another ac-
cording to the law of Moses, or else he
would be liable to death, because it be-
longs to you to take the inheritance, rather
than any other.”

13 Then the young man said to the an-
gel, “Brother Azarias, I have heard that
this maid has been given to seven men,
and that they all perished in the bride-
chamber.

14 Now I am the only son of my father,
and I am afraid, lest I go in and die, even
as those before me. For a demon loves
her, which harms noman, but thosewhich
come to her. Now I fear lest I die, and
bring my father’s and my mother’s life to
the gravewith sorrowbecauseofme. They
have no other son to bury them.”

15 But the angel said to him, “Don’t you
remember the words which your father
commanded you, that you should take a
wife of your own kindred? Now hear me,
brother; for she will be your wife. Don’t
worry about the demon; for this night she
will be given you as wife.



Tobit 6:16 948 Tobit 8:4

16 And when† you come into the bride-
chamber, you shall take the ashes of in-
cense, and shall lay upon them some of the
heart and liver of the fish, and shall make
smoke with them.

17The demonwill smell it, andflee away,
andnever comeagainanymore. Butwhen
you go near to her, both of you rise up,
and cry to God who is merciful. He will
save you, and havemercy on you. Don’t be
afraid, for she was prepared for you from
the beginning; and you will save her, and
she will go with you. And I suppose that
you will have children with her.”
When Tobias heard these things, he

loved her, and his soul was strongly joined
to her.

7
1 They came to Ecbatana, and arrived at

the house of Raguel. But Sarah met them;
and she greeted them, and they her. Then
she brought them into the house.

2 Raguel said to Edna his wife, “This
young man really resembles Tobit my
cousin!”

3 And Raguel asked them, “Where are
you two from, kindred?”
They said to him, “We are of the sons of

Naphtali, who are captives in Nineveh.”
4 He said to them, “Do you know Tobit

our brother?”
They said, “We know him.”
Then he said to them, “Is he in good

health?”
5They said, “He is both alive, and in good

health.” Tobias said, “He is my father.”
6And Raguel sprang up, and kissed him,

wept,
7 blessed him, and said to him, “You are

the sonof anhonest and goodman.” When
he had heard that Tobit had lost his sight,
he was grieved, and wept;

8andEdnahiswife and Sarahhis daugh-
ter wept. They received them gladly; and
they killed a ram of the flock, and served
themmeat.
But Tobias said to Raphael, “Brother

Azarias, speakof those things ofwhichyou
talked about in the way, and let the matter
be finished.”

9 So he communicated the thing to
Raguel. Raguel said to Tobias, “Eat, drink,
andmakemerry:

10 for it belongs to you to take my child.
However I will tell you the truth.

11 I have given my child to seven men of
our relatives, and whenever they came in
to her, they died in the night. But for the
present bemerry.”
And Tobias said, “I will taste nothing

here, until you all make a covenant and
enter into that covenant withme.”

12Raguel said, “Takeher toyourself from
now on according to custom. You are her
relative, and she is yours. The merciful
God will give all good success to you.”

13And he called his daughter Sarah, and
took her by the hand, and gave her to be
wife of Tobias, and said, “Behold, take her
to yourself after the lawofMoses, and lead
her away to your father.” And he blessed
them.

14 He called Edna his wife, then took a
book, wrote a contract, and sealed it.

15Then they began to eat.
16 And Raguel called his wife Edna, and

said to her, “Sister, prepare the other
chamber, and bring her in there.”

17 She did as he asked her, and brought
her in there. She wept, and she received
the tears of her daughter, and said to her,

18“Be comforted,my child. May theLord
ofheavenandearthgiveyou favor† for this
your sorrow. Be comforted, my daughter.”

8
1 When they had finished their supper,

they brought Tobias in to her.
2 But as he went, he remembered the

words of Raphael, and took the ashes of
the incense, andput the heart and the liver
of the fish on them, and made smoke with
them.

3When the demon smelled that smell, it
fled into the uppermost parts of Egypt, and
the angel bound him.

4 But after they were both shut in to-
gether, Tobias rose up from the bed, and
said, “Sister, arise, and let’s pray that the
Lordmay havemercy on us.”

† 6:16 Gr. if. † 7:18Many ancient authorities read joy.
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5 And Tobias began to say, “Blessed are
you, O God of our fathers, and blessed
is your holy and glorious name forever.
Let the heavens bless you, and all your
creatures.

6You made Adam, and gave him Eve his
wife for a helper and support. From them
came the seed of men. You said, it is not
good that the man should be alone. Let’s
make him a helper like him.

7 And now, O Lord, I take not this my
sister for lust, but in truth. Command that
I may findmercy and grow old with her.”

8 She said with him, “Amen.” And they
both slept that night.

9 Raguel arose, and went and dug a
grave,

10 saying, “Lest he also should die.”
11And Raguel came into his house,
12and said to Edna hiswife, “Send one of

the maidservants, and let them see if he is
alive. If not, wewill bury him, and noman
will know it.”

13 So the maidservant opened the door,
and went in, and found them both sleep-
ing,

14 and came out, and told them that he
was alive.

15 Then Raguel blessed God, saying,
“Blessed are you, O God, with all pure and
holy blessing! Let your saints bless you,
and all your creatures! Let all your angels
and your elect bless you forever!

16 Blessed are you, because you have
made me glad; and it has not happened to
me as I suspected; but you have dealt with
us according to your great mercy.

17Blessed are you, because youhavehad
mercy on two that were the only begot-
ten children of their parents. Show them
mercy, O Lord. Fulfill their life in health
with gladness andmercy.

18He commanded his servants to fill the
grave.

19 He kept the wedding feast for them
fourteen days.

20 Before the days of the wedding feast
werefinished, Raguel sware tohim, thathe
should not depart till the fourteen days of
the wedding feast were fulfilled;

21and that thenhe should takehalf of his
goods, and go in safety to his father; and
the rest, said he, whenmywife and I die.

9
1And Tobias called Raphael, and said to

him,
2 “Brother Azarias, take with you a ser-

vant and two camels, and go to Rages of
Media to Gabael, and receive the money
forme, andbringhim to thewedding feast,

3 because Raguel has sworn that I must
not depart.

4My father counts the days; and if I wait
long, he will be very grieved.

5SoRaphaelwent onhisway, and lodged
with Gabael, and gave him the handwrit-
ing; so he brought forth the bagswith their
seals, and gave them to him.

6Then they rose up early in themorning
together, and came to the wedding feast.
Tobias blessed his wife.

10
1 Tobit his father counted every day.

When the days of the journey were ex-
pired, and they didn’t come,

2he said, “Is he perchance detained?† Or
is Gabael perchance dead, and there is no
one to give him themoney?”

3Hewas very grieved.
4But his wife said to him, “The child has

perished, seeing hewaits long.” She began
to bewail him, and said,

5 “I care about nothing,‡my child, since I
have let you go, the light of my eyes.”

6 Tobit said to her, “Hold your peace.
Don’t worry. He is in good health.”

7And she said to him, “Hold your peace.
Don’t deceive me. My child has perished.”
And she went out every day into the way
by which they went, and ate no bread in
the day-time, and didn’t stop bewailing
her son Tobias for whole nights, until the
fourteen days of the wedding feast were
expired, which Raguel had sworn that he
should spend there.

† 10:2Many ancient authorities read “Are they perchance put to shame?” ‡ 10:5 Some authorities read “Woe is
me.”
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Then Tobias said to Raguel, “Send me
away, for my father and my mother look
nomore to see me.”

8But his father-in-law said to him, “Stay
withme, and Iwill send to your father, and
theywill declare tohimhow things gowith
you.”

9 Tobias said, “No. Send me away to my
father.”

10 Raguel arose, and gave him Sarah his
wife, and half his goods, servants and cat-
tle andmoney;

11 and he blessed them, and sent them
away, saying, “The God of heaven will
prosper you, my children, before I die.”

12 And he said to his daughter, “Honor
your father-in-law and your mother-in-
law. They are now your parents. Let me
hear a good report of you.” Then he kissed
her.
Edna said to Tobias, “May the Lord of

heaven restore you, dear brother, and
grant to me that I may see your children
of my daughter Sarah, that I may rejoice
before the Lord. Behold, I commit my
daughter to you in special trust. Don’t
cause her grief.

11
1After these things Tobias also went his

way, blessing God because he had pros-
pered his journey; and he blessed Raguel
and Edna his wife. Then he went on his
way until they drew near to Nineveh.

2 Raphael said to Tobias, “Don’t you
know, brother, how you left your father?

3Let’s run forwardbeforeyourwife, and
prepare the house.

4 But take in your hand the bile of the
fish.” So they went their way, and the dog
went after them.

5 Anna sat looking around toward the
path for her son.

6 She saw him coming, and said to his
father, “Behold, your son is coming with
theman that went with him!”

7Raphael said, “I know, Tobias, that your
father will open his eyes.

8Therefore anoint his eyes with the bile,
and being pricked with it, he will rub, and
will make the white films fall away. Then
he will see you.”

9Anna ran to him, and fell upon theneck
of her son, and said to him, “I have seen
you, my child! I am ready to die.” They
both wept.

10Tobit went toward the door and stum-
bled; but his son ran to him,

11and took hold of his father. He rubbed
the bile on his father’s eyes, saying, “Cheer
up, my father.”

12 When his eyes began to hurt, he
rubbed them.

13 Then the white films peeled away
from the corners of his eyes; and he saw
his son, and fell upon his neck.

14 He wept, and said, “Blessed are you,
O God, and blessed is your name forever!
Blessed are all your holy angels!

15 For you scourged, and had mercy on
me. Behold, I see my son Tobias.” And his
son went in rejoicing, and told his father
the great things that had happened to him
inMedia.

16 Tobit went out to meet his daughter-
in-law at the gate of Nineveh, rejoicing
and blessing God. Those who saw him
go marveled, because he had received his
sight.

17 Tobit gave thanks before them,
because God had shown mercy on him.
When Tobit came near to Sarah his
daughter-in-law, he blessed her, saying,
“Welcome, daughter! Blessed is God who
has brought you to us, and blessed are
your father and your mother.” And there
was joy among all his kindredwhowere at
Nineveh.

18Achiacharus and Nasbas his brother’s
son came.

19 Tobias’ wedding feast was kept seven
days with great gladness.

12
1 And Tobit called his son Tobias, and

said to him, “See, my child, that the man
which went with you have his wages, and
youmust give himmore.”

2 And he said to him, “Father, it is no
harm to me to give him the half of those
things which I have brought;

3 for he has led me for you in safety, and
he curedmywife, and brought mymoney,
and likewise cured you.”
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4The oldman said, “It is due to him.”
5 And he called the angel, and said

to him, “Take half of all that you have
brought.”

6 Then he called them both privately,
and said to them, “Bless God, and give him
thanks, and magnify him, and give him
thanks in the sight of all that live, for the
things which he has done with you. It
is good to bless God and exalt his name,
showing forth with honor the works of
God. Don’t be slack to give him thanks.

7 It is good to conceal the secret of a king,
but to reveal gloriously the works of God.
Do good, and evil won’t find you.

8 Good is prayer with fasting, alms, and
righteousness. A little with righteousness
is better thanmuchwith unrighteousness.
It is better to give alms than to lay up gold.

9Almsdelivers fromdeath, and it purges
away all sin. Those who give alms and do
righteousness will be filled with life;

10but those who sin are enemies to their
own life.

11Surely Iwill concealnothing fromyou.
I have said, ‘It is good to conceal the secret
of aking, but to reveal gloriously theworks
of God.’

12Andnow,whenyouprayed, and Sarah
yourdaughter-in-law, Ibrought thememo-
rial of your prayer before the Holy One.
When you buried the dead, I was with you
likewise.

13And when you didn’t delay to rise up,
and leave your dinner, that you might go
and cover the dead, your good deed was
not hidden fromme. I was with you.

14And now God sent me to heal you and
Sarah your daughter-in-law.

15 I am Raphael, one of the seven holy
angels which present the prayers of the
saints andgo inbefore thegloryof theHoly
One.”

16And they were both troubled, and fell
upon their faces; for they were afraid.

17And he said to them, “Don’t be afraid.
You will all have peace; but bless God for-
ever.

18For I came not of any favor ofmy own,
butby thewill of yourGod. Thereforebless

him forever.
19 All these days I appeared to you. I

didn’t eat or drink, but you all sawavision.
20 Now give God thanks, because I as-

cend to him who sent me. Write in a book
all the things which have been done.”

21 Then they rose up, and saw him no
more.

22They confessed the great andwonder-
ful works of God, and how the angel of the
Lord had appeared to them.

13
1And Tobit wrote a prayer for rejoicing,

and said,
“Blessed is God who lives forever!

Blessed is his kingdom!
2For he scourges, and showsmercy.

He leads down to the grave,† and
brings up again.

There is no one who will escape his
hand.

3Give thanks tohimbefore theGentiles, all
you children of Israel!

For he has scattered us among them.
4Declare his greatness, there.

Extol him before all the living,
because he is our Lord,

and God is our Father forever.
5He will scourge us for our iniquities, and

will again showmercy,
andwill gatherusout of all thenations
among whom you are all scattered.

6 If you turn to him with your whole heart
and with your whole soul,

to do truth before him,
then he will turn to you,

and won’t hide his face from you.
See what he will do with you.

Give him thanks with your whole
mouth.

Bless the Lord of righteousness.
Exalt the everlasting King.

I give him thanks in the land of my captiv-
ity,

and show his strength and majesty to
a nation of sinners.

Turn, you sinners, and do righteousness
before him.

Who can tell if he will accept you and
havemercy on you?

† 13:2 Gr. Hades.
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7 I exalt my God.
My soul exalts the King of heaven,
and rejoices in his greatness.

8Let all men speak,
and let them give him thanks in
Jerusalem.

9O Jerusalem, the holy city,
he will scourge you for the works of
your sons,

andwill again havemercy on the sons
of the righteous.

10Give thanks to the Lord with goodness,
and bless the everlasting King,

that his tabernacle may be built in you
again with joy,

and that he may make glad in you
those who are captives,

and love in you forever those who are
miserable.

11Many nations will come from afar to the
name of the Lord God

with gifts in their hands, even gifts to
the King of heaven.

Generationsof generationswill praiseyou,
and sing songs of rejoicing.

12All those who hate you are cursed.
All those who love you forever will be
blessed.

13 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad for the
sons of the righteous;

for they will be gathered together and
will bless the Lord of the righteous.

14Oh blessed are those who love you.
They will rejoice for your peace.

Blessed are all those who mourned for all
your scourges;

because theywill rejoice for youwhen
they have seen all your glory.

They will be made glad forever.
15Letmy soul blessGod the great King.

16 For Jerusalem will be built with sap-
phires, emeralds, and precious
stones;

your walls and towers and battle-
ments with pure gold.

17 The streets of Jerusalem will be paved
with beryl, carbuncle, and stones of
Ophir.

18All her streets will say, “Hallelujah!”
and give praise, saying, “Blessed be
God, who has exalted you forever!”

14
1Then Tobit finished giving thanks.
2 He was fifty-eight years old when he

lost his sight. After eight years, he received
it again. He gave alms and he feared the
LordGodmore andmore, and gave thanks
to him.

3Nowhegrewvery old; andhe calledhis
son with the six sons of his son, and said
to him, “My child, take your sons. Behold,
I have grown old, and am ready to depart
out of this life.

4 Go into Media, my child, for I surely
believe all the things which Jonah the
prophet spoke of Nineveh, that it will be
overthrown, but inMedia therewill rather
be peace for a season. Our kindred will be
scattered in the earth from the good land.
Jerusalem will be desolate, and the house
of God in it will be burned up, and will be
desolate for a time.

5 God will again have mercy on them,
and bring them back into the land, and
they will build the house, but not like to
the former house, until the times of that
age are fulfilled. Afterward they will re-
turn from the places of their captivity, and
build up Jerusalemwith honor. The house
of God will be built in it forever with a glo-
rious building, even as the prophets spoke
concerning it.

6And all the nations will turn to fear the
Lord God truly, and will bury their idols.

7All the nations will bless the Lord, and
his people will give thanks to God, and the
Lord will exalt his people; and all those
who love the Lord God in truth and righ-
teousness will rejoice, showing mercy to
our kindred.

8 And now, my child, depart from Nin-
eveh, because those things which the
prophet Jonah spoke will surely come to
pass.

9 But you must keep the law and the
ordinances, and show yourself merciful
and righteous, that itmaybewellwithyou.

10 Bury me decently, and your mother
with me. Don’t stay at Nineveh. See, my
child, what Aman did to Achiacharus who
nourishedhim, howoutof lighthebrought
him into darkness, and all the recompense
that hemadehim. Achiacharuswas saved,
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but the other had his recompense, and
he went down into darkness. Manasses
gave alms, and escaped the snare of death
whichhe set forhim; butAman fell into the
snare, and perished.

11And now, my children, consider what
alms does, and how righteousness deliv-
ers.”
While he was saying these things, he

gave up the ghost in the bed; but he was
one hundred fifty eight years old. Tobias
buried himmagnificently.

12When Anna died, he buried her with
his father. But Tobias departed with his
wife and his sons to Ecbatana to Raguel his
father-in-law,

13 and he grew old in honor, and he
buried his father-in-law and mother-in-
law magnificently, and he inherited their
possessions, and his father Tobit’s.

14 He died at Ecbatana of Media, being
one hundred twenty seven years old.

15 Before he died, he heard of the de-
struction of Nineveh, which Nebuchad-
nezzar and Ahasuerus took captive. Be-
fore his death, he rejoiced over Nineveh.
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Judith
Judith is recognized as Deuterocanon-

ical Scripture by the Roman Catholic,
Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox
Churches.

1 In the twelfth year of the reign of Neb-
uchadnezzar, who reigned over the Assyr-
ians in Nineveh, the great city, in the days
of Arphaxad, who reigned over the Medes
in Ecbatana,

2 and built around Ecbatana walls of
hewn stones three cubits broad and six
cubits long, and made the height of the
wall seventy cubits, and its breadth fifty
cubits,

3 and set its towers at its gates one hun-
dred cubits high, and its breadth in the
foundation was sixty cubits,

4 and made its gates, even gates that
were raised to the height of seventy cu-
bits, and their breadth forty cubits, for his
mighty army to go out of, and the setting in
array of his footmen—

5 in those days King Nebuchadnezzar
madewarwithKingArphaxad in the great
plain. This plain is on the borders of Ra-
gau.

6 There came to meet him all that lived
in the hill country, and all that lived by Eu-
phrates, Tigris, and Hydaspes, and in the
plain of Arioch the king of the Elymaeans.
Many nations of the sons of Chelod assem-
bled themselves to the battle.

7AndNebuchadnezzarkingof theAssyr-
ians sent to all who lived in Persia, and to
all who livedwestward, to thosewho lived
in Cilicia, Damascus, Libanus, Antilibanus,
and to all who lived along the sea coast,

8 and to those among the nations that
were of Carmel and Gilead, and to the
higher Galilee and the great plain of Es-
draelon,

9 and to all who were in Samaria and
its cities, and beyond Jordan to Jerusalem,
Betane, Chellus, Kadesh, the river of Egypt,
Tahpanhes, Rameses, and all the land of
Goshen,

10until you come above Tanis andMem-
phis, and toall that lived inEgypt, until you
come to the borders of Ethiopia.

11 All those who lived in all the land
made light of the commandment of Neb-
uchadnezzar king of the Assyrians, and
didn’t go with him to the war; for they
were not afraid of him, but he was before
them as one man. They turned away his
messengers from their presence without
effect, and with disgrace.

12 And Nebuchadnezzar was exceed-
ingly angrywith all this land, andhe swore
by his throne and kingdom that he would
surely be avenged upon all the coasts of
Cilicia, Damascus, andSyria, that hewould
kill with his sword all the inhabitants of
the land of Moab, the children of Ammon,
all Judea, and all who were in Egypt, until
you come to the borders of the two seas.

13 And he set the battle in array with
his army against King Arphaxad in the
seventeenth year; and he prevailed in his
battle, and turned to flight all the army of
Arphaxad, with all his horses and all his
chariots.

14 He took possession of his cities. He
came to Ecbatana and took the towers,
plundered its streets, and turned itsbeauty
into shame.

15He took Arphaxad in themountains of
Ragau, struck him through with his darts,
and utterly destroyed him to this day.

16He returnedwith them to Nineveh, he
and all his company of sundry nations—
an exceedingly great multitude of men of
war. There he took his ease and ban-
queted, he and his army, for one hundred
twenty days.

2
1 In the eighteenth year, the twenty-

second day of the first month, there was
talk in the house of Nebuchadnezzar king
of the Assyrians that he should be avenged
on all the land, even as he spoke.

2He called together all his servants and
all his great men, and communicated with
them his secret counsel, and with his own
mouth, recounted thewickedness of all the
land.
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3They decreed to destroy all fleshwhich
didn’t follow the word of his mouth.

4 It came to pass, when he had ended his
counsel, Nebuchadnezzar king of the As-
syrians calledHolofernes the chief captain
of his army, who was second to himself,
and said to him,

5“The great king, the lordof all the earth,
says: ‘Behold, you shall go out from my
presence, and takewithyoumenwho trust
in their strength, to one hundred twenty
thousand footmen and twelve thousand
horses with their riders.

6 And you shall go out against all the
west country, because they disobeyed the
commandment of mymouth.

7 You shall declare to them that they
should prepare earth and water, because
I will go out in my wrath against them,
and will cover the whole face of the earth
with the feet ofmy army, whowill plunder
them.

8 Their slain will fill their valleys and
brooks, and the river will be filled with
their dead until it overflows.

9 I will lead them as captives to the ut-
most parts of all the earth.

10 But you shall go forth, and take all
their coasts for me first. If they will yield
themselves to you,† then youmust reserve
them for me until the day of their reproof.

11As for those who resist, your eye shall
not spare; but you shall give them up to be
slain and to be plundered in all your land.

12 For as I live, and by the power of my
kingdom, I have spoken, and I will do this
withmy hand.

13 Moreover, you shall not transgress
anything of the commandments of your
lord, butyoushall surelyaccomplish them,
as I have commanded you. You shall not
defer to do them.’ ”

14So Holofernes went out from the pres-
ence of his lord, and called all the gover-
nors, the captains, and officers of the army
of Asshur.

15He counted chosenmen for the battle,
as his lord had commanded him, to one
hundred twenty thousand, with twelve
thousand archers on horseback.

16Hearranged themasa greatmultitude
is ordered for the war.

17 He took camels, donkeys, and mules
for their baggage, an exceedingly great
multitude, and sheep, oxen, and goats
without number for their provision,

18and a large supply of rations for every
man, and a huge amount of gold and silver
out of the king’s house.

19 He went out, he and all his army, on
their journey, to go before KingNebuchad-
nezzar, and to cover all the face of the
earthwestwardwith their chariots, horse-
men, and chosen footmen.

20 A great company of various nations
wentoutwith themlike locustsand like the
sand of the earth. For they could not be
counted by reason of their multitude.

21 And they departed out of Nineveh
three days’ journey toward the plain of
Bectileth, and encamped from Bectileth
near themountainwhich is at the left hand
of the Upper Cilicia.

22And he took all his army, his footmen,
horsemen, and chariots, and went away
from there into the hill country,

23 and destroyed Put and Lud, and plun-
dered all the children of Rasses and the
children of Ishmael, which were along the
wilderness to the south of the land of the
Chellians.

24AndhewentoverEuphrates, andwent
throughMesopotamia, andbrokedownall
the high cities that were upon the river
Arbonai, until you come to the sea.

25And he took possession of the borders
of Cilicia, and killed all who resisted him,
and came to the borders of Japheth, which
were toward the south, opposite Arabia.

26He surrounded all the children ofMid-
ian, and set their tents on fire, and plun-
dered their sheepfolds.

27Hewentdown into theplainofDamas-
cus in thedays ofwheat harvest, and set all
their fields on fire, and utterly destroyed
their flocks and herds, plundered their
cities, laid their plains waste, and struck
all their young men with the edge of the
sword.

28 And the fear and the dread of him
fell upon those who lived on the sea coast,

† 2:10 Gr. they will yield...and you shall reserve.
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upon those who were in Sidon and Tyre,
those who lived in Sur and Ocina, and all
who lived in Jemnaan. Those who lived
in Azotus and Ascalon feared him exceed-
ingly.

3
1And they sent to him messengers with

words of peace, saying,
2 “Behold, we the servants of Nebuchad-

nezzar the great king lie before you. Useus
as it is pleasing in your sight.

3 Behold, our dwellings, and all our
country, and all our fields of wheat, and
our flocks and herds, and all the sheep-
folds of our tents, lie before your face. Use
them as it may please you.

4 Behold, even our cities and those who
dwell in themareyour servants. Comeand
deal with them as it is good in your eyes.”

5 So the men came to Holofernes, and
declared to him according to these words.

6He came down toward the sea coast, he
and his army, and set garrisons in the high
cities, and tookout of themchosenmen for
allies.

7 They received him, they and all the
country round about them, with garlands
and dances and timbrels.

8 He cast down all their borders, and
cut down their sacred groves. It had been
given to him to destroy all the gods of the
land, that all the nations would worship
Nebuchadnezzar only, and that all their
tongues and their tribes would call upon
him as a god.

9 Then he came toward Esdraelon near
toDotaea,which is opposite the great ridge
of Judea.

10 He encamped between Geba and
Scythopolis. He was there a whole month,
that he might gather together all the
baggage of his army.

4
1 The children of Israel who lived in

Judea heard all that Holofernes the chief
captain of Nebuchadnezzar king of the As-
syrians had done to the nations, and how
he had plundered all their temples and
destroyed them utterly.

2Theywere exceedingly afraid at his ap-
proach, and were troubled for Jerusalem
and for the temple of the Lord their God;

3because they had newly come up from
the captivity, and all the people of Judea
were recently gathered together; and the
vessels, the altar, and the housewere sanc-
tified after being profaned.

4 And they sent into every coast of
Samaria, to Konae, to Beth-horon, Bel-
maim, Jericho, to Choba, Aesora, and to the
valley of Salem;

5 and they occupied beforehand all the
tops of the high mountains, fortified the
villages that were in them, and stored sup-
plies for the provision of war, for their
fields were newly reaped.

6 Joakim the high priest, who was in
those days at Jerusalem, wrote to those
who lived in Bethulia and Betomesthaim,
which is opposite Esdraelon toward the
plain that is near to Dothaim,

7charging themtoseizeupon theascents
of the hill country; because by them was
the entrance into Judea, and it was easy to
stop them from approaching, inasmuch as
the approach was narrow, with space for
twomen at themost.

8And the children of Israel did as Joakim
the high priest had commanded them, as
did the senate of all the people of Israel,
which was in session at Jerusalem.

9 And every man of Israel cried to God
with great earnestness, and with great
earnestness they humbled their souls.

10They, their wives, their children, their
cattle, and every sojourner, hireling, and
servant boughtwith theirmoney put sack-
cloth on their loins.

11 Every man and woman of Israel, in-
cluding the little children and the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, fell prostratebefore the
temple, cast ashes upon their heads, and
spread out their sackcloth before the Lord.
They put sackcloth around the altar.

12 They cried to the God of Israel
earnestly with one consent, that he would
not give their children as prey, their wives
as plunder, the cities of their inheritance
to destruction, and the sanctuary to being
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profaned and being made a reproach, for
the nations to rejoice at.

13TheLordheard their voice, and looked
at their affliction. The people contin-
ued fasting many days in all Judea and
Jerusalembefore the sanctuaryof theLord
Almighty.

14 And Joakim the high priest, and all
the priests who stood before the Lord,
and those who ministered to the Lord,
had their loins dressed in sackcloth and
offered the continual burnt offering, the
vows, and the free gifts of the people.

15They had ashes on their turbans. They
cried to the Lord with all their power, that
he would look upon all the house of Israel
for good.

5
1 Holofernes, the chief captain of the

army of Asshur, was told that the children
of Israel had prepared for war, had shut
up the passages of the hill country, had
fortified all the tops of the high hills, and
had set up barricades in the plains.

2Then hewas exceedingly angry, and he
called all the princes ofMoab, the captains
of Ammon, and all the governors of the sea
coast,

3 and he said to them, “Tell me now, you
sons of Canaan, who are these people who
dwell in the hill country? What are the
cities that they inhabit? How large is their
army? Where is their power and their
strength? What king is set over them, to be
the leader of their army?

4Why have they turned their backs, that
they should not come and meet me, more
than all who dwell in the west?”

5 Then Achior, the leader of all the chil-
dren of Ammon, said to him, “Let my lord
now hear a word from the mouth of your
servant, and I will tell you the truth con-
cerning these people who dwell in this
hill country, near to the place where you
dwell. No lie will come out of themouth of
your servant.

6 These people are descended from the
Chaldeans.

7 They sojourned before this in
Mesopotamia, because they didn’t want
to follow the gods of their fathers, which
were in the land of the Chaldeans.

8 They departed from the way of their
parents, andworshiped theGodofheaven,
the God whom they knew. Their parents
cast them out from the face of their gods,
and they fled into Mesopotamia and so-
journed there many days.

9Then theirGodcommanded themtode-
part from the place where they sojourned,
and to go into the land of Canaan. They
lived there, and prospered with gold and
silver, and with exceedingly much cattle.

10 Then they went down into Egypt, for
a famine covered all the land of Canaan.
They sojourned thereuntil theyhadgrown
up. They became a great multitude there,
so that one could not count the population
of their nation.

11Then the king of Egypt rose up against
them, and dealt subtly with them, and
brought them low, making them labor in
brick,† andmade them slaves.

12 They cried to their God, and he
struck all the land of Egypt with incurable
plagues; so the Egyptians cast them out of
their sight.

13God dried up the Red sea before them,
14andbrought theminto thewayof Sinai

Kadesh-Barnea and they cast out all that
lived in the wilderness.

15They lived in the land of the Amorites,
and they destroyed by their strength ev-
eryone in Heshbon. Passing over Jordan,
they possessed all the hill country.

16They cast out before them the Canaan-
ite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, the She-
chemite, and all the Girgashites, and they
lived in that country many days.

17And while they didn’t sin before their
God, they prospered, because God who
hates iniquity was with them.

18But when they departed from the way
which he appointed them, they were de-
stroyed in many severe battles, and were
led captives into a land thatwas not theirs.
The temple of their God was razed to the

† 5:11 Some authorities read and he brought them lowwith clay and brick, etc.



Judith 5:19 958 Judith 6:14

ground, and their cities were taken by
their adversaries.

19 And now they have returned to their
God, and have come up from the disper-
sion where they were dispersed, and have
possessed Jerusalem, where their sanctu-
ary is, and are settled in the hill country;
for it was desolate.

20And now, my lord and master, if there
is any error in this people, and they sin
against their God, we will find out what
this thing is inwhich they stumble, andwe
will go up and overcome them.

21 But if there is no lawlessness in their
nation, let my lord now pass by, lest their
Lord defend them, and their God be for
them, and wewill be a reproach before all
the earth.”

22 It came to pass, when Achior had fin-
ished speaking these words, all the people
standing around the tent complained. The
greatmen of Holofernes, and all who lived
by the sea side and in Moab, said that he
should be cut to pieces.

23 For, they said, “We will not be afraid
of the children of Israel, because, behold,
they are a people that has no power nor
might to make the battle strong.

24Therefore nowwewill go up, and they
will be a prey to be devoured by all your
army, Lord Holofernes.”

6
1 And when the disturbance of the men

that were around the council had ceased,
Holofernes the chief captain of the army
of Asshur said to Achior and to all the
children of Moab† before all the people of
the foreigners:

2 “And who are you, Achior, and the
mercenaries of Ephraim,‡ that you have
prophesied among us as today, and have
said that we should not make war with
the race of Israel, because their God will
defend them? And who is God but Neb-
uchadnezzar?

3 He will send forth his might, and will
destroy them from the face of the earth,
and their God will not deliver them; but
we his servants will strike them as one

man. Theywill not sustain themight of our
cavalry.

4 For with them we will burn them up.
Their mountains will be drunken with
their blood. Their plains will be filled with
their dead bodies. Their footsteps will not
standbeforeus, but theywill surelyperish,
says King Nebuchadnezzar, lord of all the
earth; for he said, ‘The words that I have
spoken§ will not be in vain.’

5 But you, Achior, hireling of Ammon,
who have spoken these words in the day
of your iniquity, will see my face no more
from this day, until I am avenged of the
race of those that came out of Egypt.

6 And then the sword of my army, and
the multitude of those who serve me, will
pass through your sides, and you will fall
among their slain when I return.

7 Then my servants will bring you back
into thehill country, andwill set you inone
of the cities by the passes.

8 You will not perish until you are de-
stroyed with them.

9And if you hope in your heart that they
will not be taken, don’t let your counte-
nance fall. I have spoken it, andnoneofmy
words will fall to the ground.”

10 Then Holofernes commanded his ser-
vantswhowaited in his tent to takeAchior,
and bring him back to Bethulia, and de-
liver him into the hands of the children of
Israel.

11 So his servants took him, and brought
him out of the camp into the plain, and
they moved from the midst of the plains
into the hill country, and came to the
springs that were under Bethulia.

12 When the men of the city saw them
on the top of the hill, they took up their
weapons, and went out of the city against
them to the top of the hill. Every man that
used a sling kept them from coming up,
and threw stones at them.

13They took cover under the hill, bound
Achior, cast him down, left him at the foot
of the hill, and went away to their lord.

14 But the children of Israel descended
from their city, and came to him, untied

† 6:1 Some authorities read Ammon. Compare ver. 5. ‡ 6:2 Some authorities read Ammon. Compare ver. 5.
§ 6:4 Gr. he has spoken.
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him, led him away into Bethulia, and pre-
sented him to the rulers of their city,

15 which were in those days Ozias the
son of Micah, of the tribe of Simeon, and
Chabris the son of Gothoniel, and Charmis
the son of Melchiel.

16Then they called togetherall the elders
of the city; and all their young men ran
together, with their women, to the assem-
bly. They set Achior in themidst of all their
people. Then Ozias asked him what had
happened.

17Heansweredanddeclared to them the
words of the council of Holofernes, and all
the words that he had spoken in the midst
of the princes of the children of Asshur,
and all the great words that Holofernes
had spoken against the house of Israel.

18 Then the people fell down and wor-
shiped God, and cried, saying,

19 “O Lord God of heaven, behold their
arrogance, and pity the low estate of our
race. Look upon the face of those who are
sanctified to you this day.”

20 They comforted Achior, and praised
him exceedingly.

21Then Ozias took him out of the assem-
bly into his house, andmade a feast for the
elders. They called on the God of Israel for
help all that night.

7
1 The next day Holofernes commanded

all his army and all the people who had
come to be his allies, that they should
move their camp toward Bethulia, seize
the passes of the hill country, and make
war against the children of Israel.

2Every mighty man of themmoved that
day. The army of their men of war was
one hundred seventy thousand footmen,
plus twelve thousand horsemen, besides
the baggage and themenwhowere on foot
among them—an exceedingly great multi-
tude.

3 They encamped in the valley near
Bethulia, by the fountain. They spread
themselves in breadth over Dothaim even
to Belmaim, and in length fromBethulia to
Cyamon, which is near Esdraelon.

4 But the children of Israel, when they
saw the multitude of them, were terrified,

and everyone said to his neighbor, “Now
these men will lick up the face of all the
earth. Neither the highmountains, nor the
valleys, nor the hills will be able to bear
their weight.

5 Every man took up his weapons of
war, andwhen theyhadkindledfires upon
their towers, they remained and watched
all that night.

6 But on the second day Holofernes led
out all his cavalry in the sight of the chil-
dren of Israel which were in Bethulia,

7 viewed the ascents to their city, and
searched out the springs of the waters,
seized upon them, and set garrisons of
men of war over them. Then he departed
back to his people.

8All the rulers of the children of Esau, all
the leaders of the people of Moab, and the
captains of the sea coast came to him and
said,

9 “Let our lord now hear a word, that
there not be losses in your army.

10 For this people of the children of Is-
rael do not trust in their spears, but in
the height of the mountains wherein they
dwell, for it is not easy to come up to the
tops of their mountains.

11 And now, my lord, don’t fight against
them as men fight who join battle, and
there will not so much as one man of your
people perish.

12Remain in your camp, and keep every
man of your army safe. Let your servants
get possession of the water spring, which
flows from the foot of themountain,

13because all the inhabitants of Bethulia
get theirwater from there. Then thirstwill
kill them, and they will give up their city.
Then we and our people will go up to the
tops of the mountains that are near, and
will campupon them, towatch thatnotone
man gets out of the city.

14 They will be consumed with famine—
they, their wives, and their children. Be-
fore the sword comes against them they
will be laid low in the streets where they
dwell.

15And you will pay them back with evil,
because they rebelled, and didn’t meet
your face in peace.”
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16Theirwordswere pleasing in the sight
of Holofernes and in the sight of all his
servants; and he ordered them to do as
they had spoken.

17 And the army of the children of Am-
mon moved, and with them five thousand
of the children of Asshur, and they en-
camped in the valley. They seized the
waters and the springs of thewaters of the
children of Israel.

18The children of Esauwent upwith the
children of Ammon, and encamped in the
hill countrynearDothaim. They sent some
of them toward the south, and toward the
east, near Ekrebel, which is near Chusi,
that is upon the brook Mochmur. The rest
of the army of the Assyrians encamped
in the plain, and covered all the face of
the land. Their tents and baggage were
pitched upon it in a great crowd. They
were an exceedingly great multitude.

19 The children of Israel cried to the
Lord their God, for their spirit fainted; for
all their enemies had surrounded them.
There was no way to escape out from
among them.

20 All the army of Asshur remained
around them, their footmen and their
chariots and their horsemen, for thirty-
fourdays. All their vessels ofwater randry
for all the inhabitants of Bethulia.

21 The cisterns were emptied, and they
had nowater to drink their fill for one day;
for they rationed drink bymeasure.

22 Their young children were discour-
aged. The women and the young men
fainted for thirst. They fell down in the
streets of the city, and in the passages
of the gates. There was no longer any
strength in them.

23 All the people, including the young
men, the women, and the children, were
gathered together against Ozias, and
against the rulers of the city. They cried
with a loud voice, and said before all the
elders,

24 “God be judge between all of you and
us, because you have done us greatwrong,
in that youhavenot spokenwordsof peace
with the children of Asshur.

25Now we have no helper; but God has
sold us into their hands, that we should be

laid low before them with thirst and great
destruction.

26 And now summon them, and deliver
up the whole city as prey to the people of
Holofernes, and to all his army.

27 For it is better for us to be captured
by them. For we will be servants, and
our souls will live, and we will not see
the death of our babies before our eyes,
and ourwives and our children fainting in
death.

28 We take to witness against you the
heaven and the earth, and our God and
the Lord of our fathers, who punishes us
according to our sins and the sins of our
fathers. Do what we have said today!”

29 And there was great weeping of all
with one consent in themidst of the assem-
bly; and they cried to the Lord God with a
loud voice.

30And Ozias said to them, “Brethren, be
of good courage! Let us endure five more
days, during which the Lord our God will
turn his mercy toward us; for he will not
forsake us utterly.

31 But if these days pass, and no help
comes to us, I will do what you say.”

32 Then he dispersed the people, every
man to his own camp; and theywent away
to the walls and towers of their city. He
sent the women and children into their
houses. Theywere brought very low in the
city.

8
1 In those days Judith heard about this.

She was the daughter of Merari, the son of
Ox, the son of Joseph, the son of Oziel, the
son of Elkiah, the son of Ananias, the son
of Gideon, the son of Raphaim, the son of
Ahitub, the son of Elihu, the son of Eliab,
the son of Nathanael, the son of Salamiel,
the son of Salasadai, the son of Israel.

2 Her husband was Manasses, of her
tribe and of her family. He died in the days
of barley harvest.

3 For he stood over those who bound
sheaves in the field, and was overcome
by the burning heat, and he fell on his
bed, and died in his city Bethulia. So they
buried him with his fathers in the field
which is between Dothaim and Balamon.
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4 Judith was a widow in her house three
years and fourmonths.

5 She made herself a tent upon the roof
of her house, and put on sackcloth upon
her loins. The garments of herwidowhood
were upon her.

6And she fasted all the days of her wid-
owhood, except the eves of the Sabbaths,
the Sabbaths, the eves of the new moons,
the new moons, and the feasts and joyful
days of the house of Israel.

7 She was beautiful in appearance, and
lovely to behold. Her husband Manasses
had left her gold, silver, menservants,
maidservants, cattle, and lands. She re-
mained on those lands.

8No one said anything evil about her, for
she feared God exceedingly.

9 She heard the evil words of the people
against the governor, because they fainted
for lack of water; and Judith heard all the
words that Ozias spoke to them, how he
swore to them that he would deliver the
city to the Assyrians after five days.

10 So she sent her maid, who was over
all things that she had, to summon Ozias,
Chabris, and Charmis, the elders of her
city.

11 They came to her, and she said to
them, “Hear me now, O you rulers of the
inhabitants of Bethulia! For your word
that you have spoken before the people
this day is not right. You have set the oath
which you have pronounced between God
and you, and have promised to deliver the
city to our enemies, unless within these
days the Lord turns to help you.

12Nowwho are you that you have tested
God this day, and stand in the place of God
among the children of men?

13 Now try the Lord Almighty, and you
will never know anything.

14 For you will not find the depth of the
heart ofman, andyouwill not perceive the
things that he thinks. Howwill you search
out God, who has made all these things,
and know his mind, and comprehend his
purpose? No, my kindred, don’t provoke
the Lord our God to anger!

15 For if he has not decided to help us
within these five days, he has power to

defend us in such time as he will, or to
destroy us before the face of our enemies.

16 But don’t you pledge the counsels of
the Lord our God! For God is not like a hu-
man being, that he should be threatened,
neither is he like a son of man, that he
should be won over by pleading.

17 Therefore let’s wait for the salvation
that comes from him, and call upon him to
help us. Hewill hear our voice, if it pleases
him.

18 For there arose none in our age, nei-
ther is there any of us today, tribe, or
kindred, or family, or city, which worship
gods made with hands, as it was in the
former days;

19 for which cause our fathers were
given to the sword, and for plunder, and
fell with a great destruction before our
enemies.

20But we knowno other god beside him.
Thereforewe hope that hewill not despise
us, nor any of our race.

21For ifweare captured, all Judeawill be
captured and our sanctuary will be plun-
dered; and he will require our blood for
profaning it.

22The slaughter of our kindred, the cap-
tivity of the land, and the desolation of
our inheritance, hewill bringonourheads
among the Gentiles, wherever we will be
in bondage. We will be an offense and a
reproach to thosewho take us for a posses-
sion.

23For our bondagewill not be ordered to
favor; but the Lord our God will turn it to
dishonor.

24Andnow, kindred, let’s showan exam-
ple to our kindred, because their soul de-
pends on us, and the sanctuary, the house,
and the altar depend on us.

25Besides all this let’s give thanks to the
Lord our God, who tries us, even as he did
our fathers also.

26 Remember all the things which he
did to Abraham, and all the things in
which he tried Isaac, and all the things
which happened to Jacob in Mesopotamia
of Syria, when he kept the sheep of Laban
his mother’s brother.

27 For he has not tried us in the fire, as
he did them, to search out their hearts,
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neither has he taken vengeance on us; but
the Lord scourges those who come near to
him, to admonish them.”

28 And Ozias said to her, “All that you
have spoken, you have spokenwith a good
heart. There is no one who will deny your
words.

29 For this is not the first day wherein
your wisdom is manifested; but from the
beginning of your days all the people have
known your understanding, because the
disposition of your heart is good.

30 But the people were exceedingly
thirsty, and compelled us to do as we
spoke to them, and to bring an oath upon
ourselves, which wewill not break.

31And now pray for us, because you are
a godly woman, and the Lord will send us
rain tofill our cisterns, andwewill faint no
more.”

32 Then Judith said to them, “Hear me,
and Iwill do a thing, whichwill go down to
all generations among the children of our
race.

33 You shall all stand at the gate tonight.
I will go out with my maid. Within the
days after which you said that you would
deliver the city to our enemies, the Lord
will deliver Israel bymy hand.

34 But you shall not inquire of my act;
for I will not tell you until the things are
finished that I will do.”

35 Then Ozias and the rulers said to her,
“Go in peace. May the Lord God be before
you, to take vengeance on our enemies.”

36 So they returned from the tent, and
went to their stations.

9
1 But Judith fell upon her face, and put

ashes upon her head, and uncovered the
sackclothwithwhich shewas clothed. The
incense of that evening was now being
offered at Jerusalem in the house of God,
and Judith cried to the Lord with a loud
voice, and said,

2 “O Lord God of my father Simeon, into
whose hand you gave a sword to take
vengeance on the strangers who loosened
the belt of a virgin to defile her, uncovered
her thigh to her shame, and profaned her

womb to her reproach; for you said, ‘It
shall not be so;’ and they did so.

3 Therefore you gave their rulers to be
slain, and their bed, which was ashamed
for her who was deceived,† to be dyed
in blood, and struck the servants with
their masters, and the masters upon their
thrones;

4 and gave their wives for a prey, and
their daughters to be captives, andall their
spoils to be divided among your dear chil-
dren;whichweremovedwith zeal for you,
and abhorred the pollution of their blood,
and called upon you for aid. O God, O my
God, hear me also who am awidow.

5For you did the things that were before
those things, and those things, and such
as come after; and you planned the things
which arenow, and the thingswhich are to
come. The thingswhich youplanned came
to pass.

6 Yes, the things which you determined
stood before you, and said, ‘Behold, we are
here; for all your ways are prepared, and
your judgment is with foreknowledge.’

7 For, behold, the Assyrians are multi-
plied in their power. They are exalted
with horse and rider. They were proud of
the strength of their footmen. They have
trusted in shield, spear, bow, and sling.
Theydon’t know that youare theLordwho
breaks thebattles. ‘TheLord’ is yourname.

8 Break their strength in your power,
and bring down their force in your wrath;
for they intend to profane your sanctuary,
and to defile the tabernacle where your
glorious name rests, and to destroy the
horn of your altar with the sword.

9 Look at their pride, and send your
wrath upon their heads. Give into my
hand, which am a widow, the might that I
have conceived.

10 Strike by the deceit of my lips the ser-
vant with the prince, and the prince with
his servant. Break down their arrogance
by the hand of a woman.

11 For your power stands not in num-
bers, nor your might in strong men, but
you are a God of the afflicted. You are a

† 9:3 Some authorities readwhichwas ashamed for their deceit that they practiced.
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helper of the oppressed, a helper of the
weak, a protector of the forsaken, a savior
of those who are without hope.

12 Please, please, God of my father, and
Godof the inheritance of Israel, Lordof the
heavens and of the earth, Creator of the
waters, King of all your creation, hear my
prayer.

13Makemy speech and deceit to be their
woundandbruise,who intendhard things
against your covenant, your holy house,
the top of Zion, and the house of the pos-
session of your children.

14Make every nation and tribe of yours
to know that you are God, the God of all
power and might, and that there is no
other who protects the race of Israel but
you.”

10
1 It came to pass, when she had ceased to

cry to the God of Israel, and had finished
saying all these words,

2 that she rose up where she had fallen
down, called her maid, and went down
into the house that she lived on the Sab-
bath days and on her feast days.

3 She pulled off the sackcloth which she
had put on, took off the garments of her
widowhood, washed her body all over
with water, anointed herself with rich
ointment, braided the hair of her head,
and put a tiara upon it. She put on her
garments of gladness, which she used to
wear in the days of the life ofManasses her
husband.

4 She took sandals for her feet, and put
on her anklet, bracelets, rings, earrings,
and all her jewelry. She made herself very
beautiful to deceive the eyes of all men
whowould see her.

5 She gave her maid a leather container
of wine and a flask of oil, and filled a bag
with roasted grain, lumps of figs, and fine
bread. She packed all her vessels together,
and laid them upon her.

6 They went out to the gate of the city of
Bethulia, and foundOzias and the elders of
the city, Chabris and Charmis standing by
it.

7 But when they saw her, that her coun-
tenance was altered and her apparel was
changed, they were greatly astonished by
her beauty and said to her,

8 “May the God of our fathers give you
favor, and accomplish your purposes to
the glory of the children of Israel, and to
the exaltation of Jerusalem.”
Then she worshiped God,
9 and said to them, “Command that they

open the gate of the city for me, and I will
go out to accomplish the things you spoke
withme about.”
And they commanded the youngmen to

open to her, as she had spoken;
10and they did so.
Then Judith went out, she, and her

handmaid with her. The men of the city
watched her until she had gone down the
mountain, until she had passed the valley,
and they could see her nomore.

11They went straight onward in the val-
ley. The watch of the Assyrians met her;

12 and they took her, and asked her, “Of
what people are you? Where are you com-
ing from? Where are you going?”
She said, “I am a daughter of the He-

brews. I am fleeing away from their pres-
ence, because they are about to be given
you to be consumed.

13 I am coming into the presence of
Holofernes the chief captain of your army,
to declare words of truth. I will show him
a way that he can go and win all the hill
country, and therewill not be lackingofhis
men one person, nor one life.”

14Now when the men heard her words,
and considered her countenance, the
beauty thereof was exceedingly mar-
velous in their eyes. They said to her,

15 “You have saved your life, in that you
have hurried to come down to the pres-
ence of our master. Now come to his tent.
Someofuswill guideyouuntil theydeliver
you into his hands.

16Butwhen† you stand before him, don’t
be afraid in your heart, but declare to him
what you just said, and he will treat you
well.”

† 10:16 Gr. if.
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17 They chose out of them a hundred
men, and appointed them to accompany
her and her maid; and they brought them
to the tent of Holofernes.

18 And there was great excitement
throughout all the camp, for her coming
was reported among the tents. They came
and surrounded her as she stood outside
Holofernes’ tent, until they told him about
her.

19 They marveled at her beauty, and
marveled at the children of Israel because
of her. Each one said to his neighbor,
“Who would despise these people, who
have among them such women? For it
is not good that one man of them be left,
seeing that, if they are let go, they will be
able to deceive the whole earth.

20Then the guards of Holofernes and all
his servants cameout andbroughther into
the tent.

21 And Holofernes was resting upon his
bed under the canopy, which was woven
with purple, gold, emeralds, and precious
stones.

22 And they told him about her; and he
came out into the space before his tent,
with silver lamps going before him.

23But when Judith had come before him
and his servants, they all marveled at the
beauty of her countenance. She fell down
uponher face andboweddown tohim, but
his servants raised her up.

11
1 Holofernes said to her, “Woman, take

courage. Don’t be afraid in your heart;
for I never hurt anyonewho has chosen to
serve Nebuchadnezzar, the king of all the
earth.

2 And now, if your people who dwell
in the hill country had not slighted me, I
would not have lifted up my spear against
them; but they have done these things to
themselves.

3 And now tell me why you fled from
themand came to us; for you have come to
save yourself. Take courage! You will live
tonight, and hereafter;

4 for there is no one that will wrong you,
but all will treat you well, as is done to

the servants of King Nebuchadnezzar my
lord.”

5 And Judith said to him, “Receive the
words of your servant, and let your hand-
maid speak in your presence, and I won’t
lie to my lord tonight.

6 If you will follow the words of your
handmaid, Godwill bring the thing to pass
perfectly with you; and my lord will not
fail to accomplish his purposes.

7 As Nebuchadnezzar king of all the
earth lives, and as his power lives, who
has sent you for the preservation of every
living thing, not only do men serve him
by you, but also the beasts of the field,
the cattle, and the birds of the sky will
live through your strength, in the time of
Nebuchadnezzar and of all his house.

8 For we have heard of your wisdom
and the subtle plans of your soul. It has
been reported in all the earth that youonly
are brave in all the kingdom, mighty in
knowledge, and wonderful in feats of war.

9 And now as concerning the matter
which Achior spoke in your council, we
have heard his words; for the men of
Bethulia saved him, and he declared to
them all that he had spoken before you.

10 Therefore, O lord and master, don’t
neglect his word, but lay it up in your
heart, for it is true; for our race will not be
punished, neither will the sword prevail
against them, unless they sin against their
God.

11And now, that my lord may not be de-
feated and frustrated in his purpose, and
that death may fall upon them, their sin
has overtaken them, wherewith they will
provoke theirGod to anger,whenever they
do wickedness.

12 Since their food failed them, and all
their waterwas scant, they took counsel to
kill their livestock, and determined to con-
sume all those things which God charged
them by his laws that they should not eat.

13 They are resolved to spend the first
fruits of the grainand the tithes of thewine
and the oil, which they had sanctified and
reserved for the priests who stand before
the face of our God in Jerusalem, which it
is not fitting for any of the people so much
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as to touch with their hands.
14 They have sent some to Jerusalem,

because they also that dwell there have
done this thing, to bring them permission
from the council of elders.

15When these instructions come to them
and they do it, they will be given to you to
be destroyed the same day.

16 Therefore I your servant, knowing all
this, fled away from their presence. God
sent me to work things with you, at which
all the earth will be astonished, even as
many as hear it.

17 For your servant is religious, and
serves the God of heaven day and night.
Now, my lord, I will stay with you; and
your servant will go out by night into the
valley. I will pray to God, and he will tell
me when they have committed their sins.

18 Then I will come and tell you. Then
you can go out with all your army, and
there will be none of them that will resist
you.

19And I will lead you through the midst
of Judea, until you come to Jerusalem. I
will set your throne in the midst of it.
You will drive them as sheep that have
no shepherd, and a dog will not so much
as open his mouth before you; for these
things were told me according to my fore-
knowledge, and were declared to me, and
I was sent to tell you.”

20Her words were pleasing in the sight
of Holofernes and of all his servants. They
marveled at her wisdom, and said,

21 “There is not such a woman from one
end of the earth to the other, for beauty of
face and wisdom of words.”

22 Holofernes said to her, “God did well
to send you before the people, that might
would be in our hands, and destruction
among those who slightedmy lord.

23 And now you are beautiful in your
countenance, and wise in your words. If
you will do as you have spoken, your God
will be my God, and you will dwell in the
palace of King Nebuchadnezzar, and will
be renowned through the whole earth.”

12
1 He commanded that she should be

brought in where his silver vessels were

set, and asked that his servants should
prepare some of his owndelicacies for her,
and that she should drink from his own
wine.

2 And Judith said, “I can’t eat of it, lest
there be an occasion of stumbling; but
provision will be made for me from the
things that have comewithme.”

3 And Holofernes said to her, “But if the
things that are with you should run out,
from where will we be able to give you
more like it? For there is none of your race
with us.”

4 And Judith said to him, “As your soul
lives, my lord, your servant will not use up
those things thatarewithmeuntil theLord
works by my hand the things that he has
determined.”

5Then Holofernes’ servants brought her
into the tent, and she slept until midnight.
Then she rose up toward the morning
watch,

6and sent to Holofernes, saying, “Let my
lord now command that they allow your
servant to go out to pray.”

7 Holofernes commanded his guards
that they should not stop her. She stayed
in the camp three days, and went out ev-
ery night into the valley of Bethulia and
washed herself at the fountain of water in
the camp.

8 And when she came up, she implored
the Lord God of Israel to direct her way to
the triumph of the children of his people.

9 She came in clean and remained in the
tent until she ate her food toward evening.

10 It came to pass on the fourth day, that
Holofernes made a feast for his own ser-
vants only, and called none of the officers
to the banquet.

11Andhe said toBagoas theeunuch,who
had charge over all that he had, “Go now,
and persuade this Hebrew woman who is
with you that she come to us, and eat and
drink with us.

12Forbehold, itwouldbeadisgrace ifwe
shall let such a woman go, not having had
her company; for if we don’t draw her to
ourselves, she will laugh us to scorn.”

13 Bagoas went from the presence of
Holofernes, and came in to her, and said,
“Let this fair lady not fear to come to my
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lord, and to be honored in his presence,
and to drink wine and be merry with us,
and to be made this day as one of the
daughters of the children of Asshur who
serve in Nebuchadnezzar’s palace.”

14 Judith said to him, “Who am I, that I
should contradict my lord? For whatever
would be pleasing in his eyes, I will do
speedily, and this will be my joy to the day
of my death.”

15She arose, anddeckedherselfwithher
apparel and all her woman’s attire; and
her servant went and laid fleeces on the
ground for her next to Holofernes, which
shehad received fromBagoas for her daily
use, that shemight sit and eat upon them.

16 Judith came in and sat down, and
Holofernes’ heart was ravished with her.
His passion was aroused, and he exceed-
ingly desired her company. Hewas watch-
ing for a time to deceive her from the day
that he had seen her.

17 Holofernes said to her, “Drink now,
and bemerry with us.”

18 Judith said, “I will drink now, my lord,
becausemy life ismagnified inme this day
more than all the days since I was born.”

19 Then she took and ate and drank be-
fore himwhat her servant had prepared.

20 Holofernes took great delight in her,
and drank exceedingly much wine, more
than he had drunk at any time in one day
since he was born.

13
1 But when the evening had come, his

servants hurried to depart. Bagoas shut
the tent outside, and dismissed those who
waited from the presence of his lord. They
went away to their beds; for they were all
weary, because the feast had been long.

2 But Judith was left alone in the tent,
with Holofernes lying along upon his bed;
for he was drunk with wine.

3 Judith had said to her servant that she
should stand outside her bedchamber, and
wait for her to come out, as she did daily;
for she said shewould go out to her prayer.
She spoke to Bagoas according to the same
words.

4All went away from her presence, and
none was left in the bedchamber, small or

great. Judith, standing by his bed, said in
her heart, O Lord God of all power, look in
this hour upon the works of my hands for
the exaltation of Jerusalem.

5 For now is the time to help your in-
heritance, and to do the thing that I have
purposed to thedestruction of the enemies
which have risen up against us.

6 She came to the bedpost which was
at Holofernes’ head, and took down his
sword from there.

7 She drew near to the bed, took hold of
the hair of his head, and said, “Strengthen
me, O Lord God of Israel, this day.”

8 She struck twice upon his neck with all
her might and cut off his head,

9 tumbled his body down from the bed,
and took down the canopy from the posts.
After a little while she went out, and gave
Holofernes’ head to her maid;

10 and she put it in her bag of food. They
both went out together to prayer, accord-
ing to their custom. They passed through
the camp, circled around that valley, and
went up to the mountain of Bethulia, and
came to its gates.

11 Judith said afar off to the watchmen
at the gates, “Open, open the gate, now.
God is with us, even our God, to show his
power yet in Israel, and his might against
the enemy, as he has done even this day.”

12 It came to pass, when the men of her
city heard her voice, they made haste to
go down to the gate of their city, and they
called together the elders of the city.

13 They all ran together, both small and
great, for it seemed unbelievable to them
that she had come. They opened the gate
and received them, making a fire to give
light, and surrounded them.

14 She said to them with a loud voice,
“Praise God! Praise him! Praise God, who
has not taken away his mercy from the
house of Israel, but has destroyed our en-
emies bymy hand tonight!”

15 Then she took the head out of the bag
and showed it, and said to them, “Behold,
the head of Holofernes, the chief captain
of the army of Asshur, and behold, the
canopy under which he laid in his drunk-
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enness. The Lord struck him by the hand
of a woman.

16 And as the Lord lives, who preserved
me inmyway that Iwent,my countenance
deceived him to his destruction, and he
didn’t commit sin with me, to defile and
shameme.”

17 All the people were exceedingly
amazed, and bowed themselves, and
worshiped God, and said with one accord,
“Blessed are you, O our God, who have
this day humiliated the enemies of your
people.”

18 Ozias said to her, “Blessed are you,
daughter, in the sight of theMostHighGod,
above all the women upon the earth; and
blessed is the Lord God, who created the
heavens and the earth, who directed you
to cut off the head of the prince of our
enemies.

19For your hopewill not depart from the
heart of men that remember the strength
of God forever.

20May God turn these things to you for
a perpetual praise, to visit you with good
things, because you didn’t spare your life
by reason of the affliction of our race, but
preventedour ruin,walkinga straightway
before our God.”
And all the people said, “Amen! Amen!”

14
1 Judith said to them, “Hear me now, my

kindred, and take this head, and hang it
upon the battlement of your wall.

2 It will be, so soon as the morning ap-
pears, and the sun comes up on the earth,
you shall each take up his weapons of war,
and every valiant man of you go out of the
city. You shall set a captain over them, as
though you would go down to the plain to-
ward the watch of the children of Asshur;
but youmen shall not go down.

3 These will take up their full armor,
and shall go into their camp and rouse up
the captains of the army of Asshur. They
will run together to Holofernes’ tent. They
won’t find him. Fear will fall upon them,
and they will flee before your face.

4 You men, and all that inhabit every
border of Israel, shall pursue them and
overthrow them as they go.

5 But before you do these things, sum-
mon Achior the Ammonite to me, that he
may see and know him that despised the
house of Israel, and that sent him to us, as
it were to death.

6And they called Achior out of the house
of Ozias; but when he came, and saw the
head of Holofernes in a man’s hand in the
assembly of the people, he fell upon his
face, and his spirit failed.

7But when they had recovered him,† he
fell at Judith’s feet, bowed down to her,
and said, “Blessed are you in every tent of
Judah! In every nation, those who hear
your namewill be troubled.

8Now tellme all the things that you have
done in these days.”
And Judith declared to him in the midst

of the people all the things that she had
done, from the day that she went out until
the time that she spoke to them.

9 But when she finished speaking, the
people shouted with a loud voice, and
made a joyful noise in their city.

10 But when Achior saw all the things
that theGodof Israelhaddone, hebelieved
in God exceedingly, and circumcised the
flesh of his foreskin, and was joined to the
house of Israel, to this day.

11But as soon as themorning arose, they
hanged the head of Holofernes upon the
wall, and every man took up his weapons,
and theywent forthbybands to theascents
of themountain.

12 But when the children of Asshur saw
them, they sent word to their leaders, and
they went to their captains and tribunes,
and to every one of their rulers.

13 They came to Holofernes’ tent, and
said to him that was over all that he had,
“Wake our lord up, now, for the slaves
have been bold to comedownagainst us to
battle, that theymaybe utterly destroyed.”

14 Bagoas went in, and knocked at the
outer door of the tent; for he supposed that
Holofernes was sleeping with Judith.

† 14:7Many authorities read he had recovered himself.
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15Butwhennooneanswered, heopened
it, went into the bedchamber, and found
him cast upon the threshold dead; and his
head had been taken from him.

16He criedwith a loud voice, with weep-
ing, groaning, and shouting, and tore his
garments.

17He entered into the tent where Judith
lodged, and he didn’t find her. He leaped
out to the people, and cried aloud,

18 “The slaves have dealt treacherously!
One woman of the Hebrews has brought
shame upon the house of King Nebuchad-
nezzar; for, behold, Holofernes lies upon
the ground, and his head is not on him!”

19 But when the rulers of the army of
Asshur heard this, they tore their tunics,
and their soulswere troubled exceedingly.
There were cries and an exceedingly great
noise in themidst of the camp.

15
1 When those who were in the tents

heard, they were amazed at what hap-
pened.

2Trembling and fear fell upon them, and
no man dared stay any more in the sight
of his neighbor, but rushing out with one
accord, they fled into every way of the
plain and of the hill country.

3 Those who had encamped in the hill
country round about Bethulia fled away.
And then the children of Israel, every one
who was a warrior among them, rushed
out upon them.

4 Ozias sent to Betomasthaim, Bebai,
Chobai, and Chola, and to every border
of Israel, to tell about the things that had
been accomplished, and that all should
rush upon their enemies to destroy them.

5 But when the children of Israel heard
this, they all fell upon them with one ac-
cord, and struck them to Chobai. Yes,
and in like manner also, people from
Jerusalem and from all the hill country
came (for men had told them about what
happened in their enemies’ camp), and
those who were in Gilead and in Galilee
fell upon their flankwith a great slaughter,
until theywere past Damascus and its bor-
ders.

6 The rest of the people who lived at
Bethulia fell upon the camp of Asshur, and
plundered them, and were enriched ex-
ceedingly.

7 The children of Israel returned from
the slaughter, and got possession of that
which remained. The villages and the
cities that were in the hill country and in
the plain country took many spoils; for
there was an exceedingly great supply.

8 Joakim the high priest, and the el-
ders of the children of Israel who lived
in Jerusalem, came to see the good things
which the Lord had showed to Israel, and
to see Judith and to greet her.

9When they came to her, they all blessed
her with one accord, and said to her, “You
are the exaltation of Jerusalem! You are
the great glory of Israel! You are the great
rejoicing of our race!

10You have done all these things by your
hand. You have donewith Israel the things
that are good, and God is pleased with it.
May you be blessed by the Almighty Lord
forever!”
And all the people said, “Amen!”
11 And the people plundered the camp

for thirty days; and they gave Holofernes’
tent to Judith, alongwith all his silver cups,
his beds, his bowls, and all his furniture.
She took them, placed them on her mule,
preparedherwagons, andpiled themon it.

12 And all the women of Israel ran to-
gether to see her; and theyblessedher, and
made a dance among them for her. She
tookbranches inherhand, anddistributed
them to the womenwhowere with her.†

13 Then they made themselves garlands
of olive, she and those who were with her,
and she went before all the people in the
dance, leading all the women. All the men
of Israel followed in their armor with gar-
lands, and with songs in their mouths.

16
1 And Judith began to sing this song

of thanksgiving in all Israel, and all the
people sang with loud voices this song of
praise.

2 Judith said,
“Begin a song to my Godwith timbrels.

† 15:12 Compare 2Maccabees 10:7.
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Sing to my Lord with cymbals.
Make melody to him with psalm and

praise.
Exalt him, and call upon his name.

3 For the Lord is the God that crushes bat-
tles.

For in his armies in the midst of the
people,

he delivered me out of the hand of
those who persecutedme.

4 Asshur came out of the mountains from
the north.

He came with ten thousands of his
army.

Its multitude stopped the torrents.
Their horsemen covered the hills.

5 He said that he would burn up my bor-
ders,

kill my youngmenwith the sword,
throw my nursing children to the
ground,

give my infants up as prey,
andmakemy virgins a plunder.

6 “The Almighty Lord brought them to
nothing by the hand of a woman.

7 For their mighty one didn’t fall by
youngmen,

neither did sons of the Titans strike
him.

Tall giants didn’t attack him,
but Judith the daughter of Merari
made him weak with the beauty of
her countenance.

8 “For she put off the apparel of herwidow-
hood

for the exaltation of those who were
distressed in Israel.

She anointed her face with ointment,
bound her hair in a tiara,
and took a linen garment to deceive
him.

9Her sandal ravished his eye.
Her beauty took his soul prisoner.
The sword passed through his neck.

10 “The Persians quaked at her daring.
The Medes were daunted at her bold-
ness.

11 “Thenmy lowly ones shouted aloud.
My oppressed people were terrified
and trembled for fear.

They lifted up their voices and the en-
emy fled.

12The children of slave-girls pierced them
through,

and wounded them as fugitives’ chil-
dren.

Theyperishedby the armyofmyLord.

13 “I will sing to my God a new song:
O Lord, you are great and glorious,
marvelous in strength, invincible.

14Let all your creation serve you;
for you spoke, and they weremade.

You sent out your spirit, and it built them.
There is no one who can resist your
voice.

15 For the mountains will be moved from
their foundations with the waters,

and the rocks will melt as wax at your
presence:

But you are yet merciful to those who
fear you.

16For all sacrifice is little for a sweet savor,
and all the fat is very little for a whole
burnt offering to you;

but he who fears the Lord is great
continually.

17 “Woe to the nations who rise up against
my race!

The Lord Almighty will take
vengeance on them in the day of
judgment

and put fire and worms in their flesh;
and they will weep and feel their pain
forever.”

18 Now when they came to Jerusalem,
they worshiped God. When the people
were purified, they offered their whole
burnt offerings, their free will offerings,
and their gifts.

19 Judith dedicated all Holofernes’ stuff,
which the people had given her, and gave
the canopy, which she had taken for her-
self out of his bedchamber, for a gift to the
Lord.

20 And the people continued feasting in
Jerusalem before the sanctuary for three
months, and Judith remained with them.

21After these days, everyonedeparted to
his own inheritance. Judith went away to
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Bethulia, and remained in her ownposses-
sion, and was honorable in her time in all
the land.

22 Many desired her, but no man knew
her all the days of her life from the day
that Manasses her husband died and was
gathered to his people.

23 She increased in greatness exceed-
ingly; and she grew old in her husband’s
house, to one hundred five years. She
let her maid go free. Then she died in
Bethulia. They buried her in the cave of
her husbandManasses.

24 The house of Israel mourned for her
seven days. She distributed her goods be-
fore she died to all thosewhowere nearest
of kin to Manasses her husband, and to
those who were nearest of her own kin-
dred.

25 There was no one who made the chil-
dren of Israel afraid any more in the days
of Judith, nor for a long time after her
death.
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Esther
translated from the Greek

Septuagint
Introduction
The book of Esther in the Greek Sep-

tuagint contains 5 additions that the
traditional Hebrew text doesn’t have.
These additions are recognized as Deute-
rocanonical Scripture by the Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian
Orthodox Churches. Those additions are
enclosed in [square brackets]. Because the
additions by themselves make little sense
without the broader context of the book,
we present here a translation of the whole
book of Esther from the Greek.
We have chosen not to distract the

reader with confusing out-of-order chap-
ter numbers that would result from us-
ing the KJV versification, but rathermerge
these 5 additions as extensions at the be-
ginning of 1:1 and after 3:13, 4:17, 8:12,
and 10:3. This makes some verses (1:1, 5:1,
and 8:12) really long, but it also makes the
verses line up with the same verse num-
bers in Esther as translated from the tra-
ditional Hebrew text. Some of the proper
names in this book have been changed to
the more familiar Hebrew form instead of
the direct transliteration from the Greek.

1 [In the second year of the reign of Aha-
suerus the great king, on the first day of
Nisan, Mordecai the son of Jair, the son
of Shimei, the son of Kish, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Jew dwelling in the city Susa,
a great man, serving in the king’s palace,
saw a vision. Now he was one of the cap-
tiveswhomNebuchadnezzarkingofBaby-
lon had carried captive from Jerusalem
with Jeconiah the king of Judea. This was
his dream: Behold, voices and a noise,
thundersandearthquake, tumultupon the
earth. And, behold, two great serpents
came out, both ready for conflict. A great
voice came from them. Every nation was
prepared for battle by their voice, even to
fight against the nation of the just. Behold,
a day of darkness and blackness, suffering

and anguish, affection and tumult upon
the earth. And all the righteous nation
was troubled, fearing their ownafflictions.
They prepared to die, and cried to God.
Something like a great river from a little
spring with much water, came from their
cry. Light and the sun arose, and the lowly
were exalted, and devoured the honor-
able.
Mordecai, who had seen this vision and

whatGoddesired todo, havingarisen, kept
it in his heart, and desired by all means to
interpret it, even until night.
Mordecai rested quietly in the palace

with Gabatha and Tharrha the king’s two
chamberlains, eunuchs who guarded the
palace. He heard their conversation and
searched out their plans. He learned that
they were preparing to lay hands on King
Ahasuerus; and he informed the king con-
cerning them. The king examined the
two chamberlains. They confessed, and
were led away and executed. The king
wrote these things for a record. Morde-
cai also wrote concerning these matters.
The king commandedMordecai to serve in
the palace, and gave gifts for this service.
But Haman the son of Hammedatha the
Bougean was honored in the sight of the
king, and he endeavored to harm Morde-
cai and his people, because of the king’s
two chamberlains.]

† And it came to pass after these things‡
in the days of Ahasuerus, —(this Aha-
suerus ruled over one hundred twenty-
seven provinces from India)—

2 in those days, when King Ahasuerus
was on the throne in the city of Susa,

3 in the third year of his reign, he made
a feast for his friends, for people from the
rest of the nations, for the nobles of the
Persians and Medes, and for the chief of
the local governors.

4After this—afterhehad shown themthe
wealth of his kingdom and the abundant
glory of his wealth during one hundred
eighty days—

5 when the days of the wedding feast
were completed, the king made a banquet

† 1:1Note: In theHebrew and some copies of LXX, Esther begins here. ‡ 1:1 Greekwords.
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lasting six days for the people of the na-
tions who were present in the city, in the
court of the king’s house,

6whichwas adornedwith fine linen and
flax on cords of fine linen and purple, fas-
tened to golden and silver studs on pillars
of white marble and stone. There were
golden and silver couches on a pavement
of emerald stone, and of mother-of-pearl,
andofwhitemarble,with transparent cov-
erings variouslyflowered, having roses ar-
ranged around it.

7There were gold and silver cups, and a
small cup of carbuncle set out, of the value
of thirty thousand talents, with abundant
and sweet wine, which the king himself
drank.

8 This banquet was not according to the
appointed law, but as the king desired to
have it. He charged the stewards to per-
form his will and that of the company.

9Also Vashti the queen made a banquet
for the women in the palace where King
Ahasuerus lived.

10 Now on the seventh day, the king,
beingmerry, told Haman, Bazan, Tharrha,
Baraze, Zatholtha, Abataza, and Tharaba,
the seven chamberlains, servants of King
Ahasuerus,

11 to bring in the queen to him, to§ en-
throne her, and crown her with the dia-
dem, and to show her to the princes, and
her beauty to the nations, for she was
beautiful.

12But queenVashti refused to comewith
the chamberlains; so the king was grieved
and angered.

13Andhesaid tohis friends, “This iswhat
Vashti said. Therefore pronounce your
legal judgment on this case.”

14 So Arkesaeus, Sarsathaeus, and
Malisear, the princes of the Persians and
Medes, who were near the king, who sat
chief in rankby theking, drewnear tohim,

15 and reported to him according to the
laws what it was proper to do to queen
Vashti, because she had not done the
things commanded by the king through
the chamberlains.

16 And Memucan said to the king and
to the princes, “Queen Vashti has not
wronged the king only, but also all the
king’s rulers and princes;

17 for he has told them the words of
the queen, and how she† disobeyed the
king. As she then refused to obey King
Ahasuerus,

18so this day theotherwives of the chiefs
of the Persians and Medes, having heard
what she said to the king, will dare in the
sameway to dishonor their husbands.

19 If then it seems good to the king, let
him make a royal decree, and let it be
written according to the laws of theMedes
andPersians, and lethimnotalter it: ‘Don’t
allow the queen to come in to him any
more. Let the king give her royalty to a
woman better than she.’

20 Let the law of the king which he will
have made be widely proclaimed in his
kingdom. Then all the women will give
honor to their husbands, from the poor
even to the rich.”

21 This advice pleased the king and the
princes; and the king did asMemucan had
said,

22 and sent into all his kingdom through
the several provinces, according to their
language, so that men might be feared in
their own houses.

2
1After this, theking’sangerwaspacified,

andhenomorementionedVashti, bearing
inmindwhat shehad said, andhowhehad
condemned her.

2Then the servants of the king said, “Let
chaste, beautiful young virgins be sought
for the king.

3 Let the king appoint local governors
in all the provinces of his kingdom, and
let them select beautiful, chaste young
ladies and bring them to the city Susa,
into the women’s apartment. Let them be
consigned to the king’s chamberlain, the
keeper of the women. Then let things for
purification and other needs be given to
them.

§ 1:11 Greek to make her queen. † 1:17 Greek contradicted.



Esther (Greek) 2:4 973 Esther (Greek) 3:4

4Let thewomanwho pleases the king be
queen instead of Vashti.”
This thing pleased the king; and he did

so.
5 Now there was a Jew in the city Susa,

and his name was Mordecai, the son of
Jairus, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish,
of the tribe of Benjamin.

6 He had been brought as a prisoner
from Jerusalem, whom Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon had carried into captivity.

7He had a foster child, daughter of Ami-
nadab his father’s brother. Her name was
Esther. Whenher parents died, he brought
her up to womanhood as his own. This
lady was beautiful.

8 And because the king’s ordinance was
published, many ladies were gathered to
the city of Susa under the hand of Hegai;
and Esther was brought to Hegai, the
keeper of the women.

9 The lady pleased him, and she found
favor in his sight. He hurried to give her
the things for purification, her portion,
and the seven maidens appointed her out
of the palace. He treated her and her
maidens well in the women’s apartment.

10 But Esther didn’t reveal her family or
herkindred, forMordecaihadchargedher
not to tell.

11 But Mordecai used to walk every day
by the women’s court, to see what would
become of Esther.

12 Now this was the time for a virgin
to go into the king, when she had com-
pleted twelve months; for so are the days
of purification fulfilled, six months while
they are anointing themselves with oil of
myrrh, and six months with spices and
women’s purifications.

13 And then the lady goes in to the king.
The officer that he commands to do so will
bring her to come in with him from the
women’s apartment to the king’s chamber.

14 She enters in the evening, and in
the morning she departs to the second
women’s apartment, where Hegai the
king’s chamberlain is keeper of the
women. Shedoesn’t go in to theking again,
unless she is called by name.

15Andwhen the timewas fulfilled forEs-
ther thedaughterofAminadab thebrother
of Mordecai’s father to go in to the king,
she neglected nothingwhich the chamber-
lain, thewomen’s keeper, commanded; for
Esther found grace in the sight of all who
looked at her.

16 So Esther went in to King Ahasuerus
in the twelfth month, which is Adar, in the
seventh year of his reign.

17 The king loved Esther, and she found
favor beyond all the other virgins. He put
the queen’s crown on her.

18 The king made a banquet for all his
friends and great men for seven days, and
he highly celebrated the marriage of Es-
ther; and he granted a remission of taxes
to those whowere under his dominion.

19 Meanwhile, Mordecai served in the
courtyard.

20 Now Esther had not revealed her
country, for so Mordecai commanded her,
to fear God, and perform his command-
ments, as when she was with him. Esther
didn’t change her manner of life.

21 Two chamberlains of the king, the
chiefs of the body-guard, were grieved,
becauseMordecaiwaspromoted; and they
sought to kill King Ahasuerus.

22 And the matter was discovered by
Mordecai, and hemade it known to Esther,
and she declared to the king the matter of
the conspiracy.

23And the king examined the two cham-
berlains and hanged them. Then the king
gave orders tomake a note for amemorial
in the royal library of the goodwill shown
byMordecai, as a commendation.

3
1After this, King Ahasuerus highly hon-

ored Haman the son of Hammedatha, the
Bugaean. He exalted him and set his seat
above all his friends.

2 All in the palace bowed down to him,
for so the king had given orders to do; but
Mordecai didn’t bow down to him.

3 And they in the king’s palace said
to Mordecai, “Mordecai, why do you
transgress the commands of the king?”

4 They questioned him daily, but he
didn’t listen to them; so they reported to
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Haman that Mordecai resisted the com-
mands of the king; and Mordecai had
shown to them that he was a Jew.

5When Haman understood that Morde-
cai didn’t bowdown to him, hewas greatly
enraged,

6 and plotted to utterly destroy all the
Jews who were under the rule of Aha-
suerus.

7 In the twelfth year of the reign of Aha-
suerus, Hamanmade a decision by casting
lots by day and month, to kill the race of
Mordecai in one day. The lot fell on the
fourteenth day of themonth of Adar.

8 So he spoke to King Ahasuerus, saying,
“There is a nation scattered among the
nations inall yourkingdom, and their laws
differ from all the other nations. They
disobey the king’s laws. It is not expedient
for the king to tolerate them.

9 If it seem good to the king, let him
make a decree to destroy them, and I will
remit into the king’s treasury ten thousand
talents of silver.”

10 So the king took off his ring, and gave
it into the hands of Haman to seal the
decrees against the Jews.

11 The king said to Haman, “Keep the
silver, and treat the nation as you will.”

12 So the king’s recorders were called in
the first month, on the thirteenth day, and
they wrote as Haman commanded to the
captains and governors in every province,
from India even to Ethiopia, to one hun-
dred twenty-seven provinces; and to the
rulers of the nations according to their
languages, in the name of King Ahasuerus.

13 The message was sent by couriers
throughout the kingdom of Ahasuerus, to
utterly destroy the race of the Jews on the
first day of the twelfth month, which is
Adar, and to plunder their goods.† [The
following is the copy of the letter. “From
the great King Ahasuerus to the rulers and
the governors under them of one hundred
twenty-seven provinces, from India even
toEthiopia,whoholdauthorityunderhim:

“Ruling over many nations and having
obtained dominion over the whole world,

I was determined (not elated by the confi-
dence of power, but ever conducting my-
selfwith greatmoderationandgentleness)
to make the lives of my subjects contin-
ually tranquil, desiring both to maintain
the kingdom quiet and orderly to its ut-
most limits, and to restore the peace de-
sired by all men. When I had asked my
counselors how this should be brought to
pass, Haman, who excels in soundness of
judgment among us, and has been mani-
festly well inclined without wavering and
with unshaken fidelity, and had obtained
the second post in the kingdom, informed
us that a certain ill-disposed people is
scattered among all the tribes throughout
the world, opposed in their law to every
other nation, and continually neglecting
the commands of the king, so that the
united government blamelessly adminis-
tered by us is not quietly established. Hav-
ing then conceived that this nation is con-
tinually set in opposition to every man,
introducing as a change a foreign code of
laws, and injuriously plotting to accom-
plish the worst of evils against our inter-
ests, and against the happy establishment
of the monarchy, we instruct you in the
letter written by Haman, who is set over
the public affairs and is our second gover-
nor, to destroy them all utterly with their
wives and children by the swords of the
enemies, without pitying or sparing any,
on the fourteenth day of the twelfthmonth
Adar, of the present year; that the people
aforetime and now ill-disposed to us hav-
ing been violently consigned to death in
oneday,mayhereafter secure to us contin-
ually a well constituted and quiet state of
affairs.”]

14Copies of the letters were published in
every province; and an order was given to
all the nations to be ready for that day.

15 This business was hastened also in
Susa. The king andHaman began to drink,
but the city was confused.

4
1 But Mordecai, having perceived what

was done, tore his garments, put on sack-
† 3:13Note: The part in brackets is not inHebrew
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cloth, and sprinkled dust upon himself.
Having rushed forth through the open
street of the city, he criedwith a loud voice,
“A nation that has done no wrong is going
to be destroyed!”

2He came to the king’s gate, and stood;
for it was not lawful for him to enter into
the palace wearing sackcloth and ashes.

3And ineveryprovincewhere the letters
were published, there was crying, lamen-
tation, and great mourning on the part of
the Jews. They wore sackcloth and ashes.

4 The queen’s maids and chamberlains
went in and told her; and when she had
heardwhatwasdone, shewasdeeply trou-
bled. She sent clothes to Mordecai to re-
place his sackcloth, but he refused.

5 So Esther called for her chamberlain
Hathach, who waited upon her; and she
sent to learn the truth fromMordecai.

7Mordecai showed him what was done,
and the promise which Haman had made
the king of ten thousand talents to be paid
into the treasury, that hemight destroy the
Jews.

8 And he gave him the copy of what
was published in Susa concerning their
destruction to showtoEsther; and toldhim
to charge her to go in and entreat the king,
and to beg him for the people. “Remember,
he said, the days of your humble condi-
tion, how you were nursed by my hand;
because Haman, who holds the next place
to the king, has spoken against us to cause
ourdeath. Call upon theLord, and speak to
the king concerning us, to deliver us from
death.”

9 So Hathach went in and told her all
these words.

10 Esther said to Hathach, “Go to Morde-
cai, and say,

11 ‘All the nations of the empire know
that any man or woman who goes in to
the king into the inner courtwithout being
called, that person must die, unless the
king stretches out his golden sceptre; then
he shall live. I haven’t been called to go
into the king for thirty days.’ ”

12 So Hathach reported to Mordecai all
the words of Esther.

13 Then Mordecai said to Hathach, “Go,
and say to her, ‘Esther, don’t say to yourself
that you alone will escape in the kingdom,
more than all the other Jews.

14 For if you keep quiet on this occasion,
help and protection will come to the Jews
from another place; but you and your fa-
ther’s housewill perish. Who knows if you
havebeenmadequeen for this occasion?’ ”

15 And Esther sent the messenger who
came to her to Mordecai, saying,

16 “Go and assemble the Jews that are in
Susa, and all of you fast for me. Don’t eat
or drink for three days, night and day. My
maidens and I will also fast. Then I will go
in to the king contrary to the law, even if I
must die.”

17 So Mordecai went and did all that Es-
ther commanded him.†

18 [He prayed to the Lord, making men-
tion of all the works of the Lord.

19Hesaid, “LordGod, youareking ruling
over all, for all things are in your power,
and there is no onewho can oppose you in
your purpose to save Israel;

20 for you havemade the heaven and the
earth and every wonderful thing under
heaven.

21You are Lord of all, and there is no one
who can resist you, Lord.

22 You know all things. You know, Lord,
that it is not in insolence, nor arrogance,
nor love of glory, that I have done this,
to refuse to bow down to the arrogant
Haman.

23 For I would gladly have kissed the
soles of his feet for the safety of Israel.

24 But I have done this that I might not
set the glory of man above the glory of
God. Iwill notworship anyone except you,
my Lord, and I will not do these things in
arrogance.

25 And now, O Lord God, the King, the
God of Abraham, spare your people, for
our enemies are planning our destruction,
and they have desired to destroy your an-
cient inheritance.

26 Do not overlook your people, whom
you have redeemed for yourself out of the
land of Egypt.

† 4:17Note: The part between brackets, i.e. to the end of chapter 5 is not in the Hebrew
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27 Listen to my prayer. Have mercy on
your inheritance and turn our mourning
into gladness, that we may live and sing
praise to your name, O Lord. Don’t utterly
destroy themouthof thosewhopraise you,
O Lord.”

28All Israel criedwith all theirmight, for
death was before their eyes.

29 And queen Esther took refuge in the
Lord, being taken as it were in the agony
of death.

30 Having taken off her glorious ap-
parel, she put on garments of distress and
mourning. Instead of grand perfumes she
filled her head with ashes and dung. She
greatly humbled her body, and she filled
every place of her glad adorning with her
tangled hair.

31 She implored the Lord God of Israel,
and said, “O my Lord, you alone are our
king. Help me. I am destitute, and have no
helper but you,

32 for my danger is near at hand‡.
33 I haveheard frommybirth in the tribe

of my kindred that you, Lord, took Israel
out of all the nations, and our fathers out
of all their kindred for a perpetual inheri-
tance, and have done for them all that you
have said.

34 And now we have sinned before you,
and you have delivered us into the hands
of our enemies,

35 because we honored their gods. You
are righteous, O Lord.

36 But now they have not been content
with the bitterness of our slavery, but have
laid their hands on the hands of their idols

37 to abolish the decree of your mouth,
and utterly to destroy your inheritance,
and to stop the mouth of those who praise
you, and to extinguish the glory of your
house and your altar,

38 and to open the mouth of the Gentiles
to speak the§ praises of vanities, and that a
mortal king should be admired forever.

39 O Lord, don’t surrender your sceptre
to thosewho don’t exist, and don’t let them
laugh at our fall, but turn their counsel

against themselves, andmake an example
of himwho has begun to injure us.

40Remember us, O Lord! Manifest your-
self in the time of our affliction. Encourage
me, O King of gods, and ruler of all domin-
ion!

41 Put harmonious speech into my
mouth before the lion, and turn his heart
to hate him who fights against us, to the
utter destruction of those who agree with
him.

42But deliver us by your hand, and help
mewhoamaloneandhavenoonebut you,
O Lord.

43 You know all things, and know that I
hate the glory of transgressors,† and that I
abhor the bed of the uncircumcised and of
every stranger.

44You knowmynecessity, for I abhor the
symbol ofmy proud station, which is upon
my head in the days of my‡ splendor. I
abhor it as a menstruous cloth, and I don’t
wear it in the days of my tranquility.

45 Your handmaid has not eaten at
Haman’s table, and I have not honored the
banquet of the king, neither have I drunk
wine of libations.

46 Neither has your handmaid rejoiced
since the day of my promotion until now,
except in you, O Lord God of Abraham.

47O god, who has power over all, listen
to the voice of the desperate, and deliver
us from the hand of those who devise mis-
chief. Deliver me frommy fear.]

5
1 † It came to pass on the third day, when

she had ceased praying, that she took off
her servant’s dress and put on her glori-
ous apparel. Being splendidly dressed and
having called upon God the Overseer and
Preserver of all things, she took her two
maids, and she leaned upon one, as a del-
icate female, and the other followed bear-
ing her train. Shewas blooming in the per-
fection of her beauty. Her face was cheer-
ful and looked lovely, but her heart was
filled with fear. Having passed through all
the doors, she stood before the king. He
was sitting on his royal throne. He had put

‡ 4:32 Greek in my hand. § 4:38 Greek virtues. † 4:43 Or, opinion. ‡ 4:44 Greek vision. † 5:1 From the
first verse to the third, the Greekwidely differs from the Hebrew
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onall his gloriousapparel, coveredall over
with gold and precious stones, and was
very terrifying. And having raised his face
resplendent with glory, he looked with in-
tense anger. The queen fell, and changed
her color as she fainted. Shebowedherself
upon the head of the maid who went be-
fore her. But God changed the spirit of the
king to gentleness, and in intense feeling,
he sprang from off his throne, and took
her into his arms, until she recovered. He
comforted her with peaceful words, and
said to her, “What is the matter, Esther? I
am your relative. Cheer up! You shall not
die, for our command is openlydeclared to
you: ‘Draw near.’ ”

2 And having raised the golden sceptre,
he laid it upon her neck, and embraced
her. He said, “Speak to me.”
So she said to him, “I saw you, my lord,

as an angel of God, and my heart was
troubled for fear of your glory; for you,my
lord, are to be wondered at, and your face
is full of grace.” While she was speaking,
she fainted and fell.
Then the king was troubled, and all his

servants comforted her.
3 The king said, “What do you desire,

Esther? What is your request? Ask even
to the half of my kingdom, and it shall be
yours.”

4 Esther said, “Today is a special day. So
if it seems good to the king, let both him
and Haman come to the feast which I will
prepare this day.”

5Theking said, “HurryandbringHaman
here, that we may do as Esther said.” So
they both came to the feast about which
Esther had spoken.

6At the banquet, the king said to Esther,
“What is your request, queen Esther? You
shall have all that you require.”

7 She said, “My request and my petition
is:

8 if I have found favor in the king’s sight,
let the king andHaman come again tomor-
row to the feast which I shall prepare for
them, and tomorrow I will do as I have
done today.”

9 So Hamanwent out from the king very
glad and merry; but when Haman saw
Mordecai the Jew in the court, he was
greatly enraged.

10 Having gone into his own house, he
called his friends, and his wife Zeresh.

11 He showed them his wealth and the
glory with which the king had invested
him, and how he had promoted him to be
chief ruler in the kingdom.

12Haman said, “The queen has called no
one to the feast with the king butme, and I
am invited tomorrow.

13But these things don’t pleasemewhile
I see Mordecai the Jew in the court.

14 Then Zeresh his wife and his friends
said to him, “Let a fifty cubit tall‡ gallows
bemade for you. In themorningyou speak
to the king, and let Mordecai be hanged on
the gallows; but you go in to the feast with
the king, and bemerry.”
The saying pleased Haman, and the gal-

lows was prepared.

6
1 The Lord removed sleep from the king

that night; so he told his servant to bring in
the† books, the registers of daily events, to
read to him.

2 And he found the‡ records written
concerning Mordecai, how he had told
the king about the king’s two chamber-
lains, when they were keeping guard, and
sought to lay hands on Ahasuerus.

3 The king said, “What honor or favor
have we done for Mordecai?”
The king’s servants said, “You haven’t

done anything for him.”
4 And while the king was enquiring

about the kindness of Mordecai, behold,
Haman was in the court. The king said,
“Who is in the court? Now Haman had
come in to speak to the king about hanging
Mordecai on the gallows which he had
prepared.

5 The king’s servants said, “Behold,
Haman stands in the court.”
And the king said, “Call him!”
6 The king said to Haman, “What should

I do for themanwhom I wish to honor?”
‡ 5:14 Greek a tree cut. † 6:1 Greek letters. ‡ 6:2 Greek letters.
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Haman said within himself, “Whom
would the king honor but myself?”

7 He said to the king, “As for the man
whom the king wishes to honor,

8 let the king’s servants bring the robe of
fine linen which the king puts on, and the
horse on which the king rides,

9 and let him give it to one of the king’s
noble friends, and let him dress the man
whom the king loves. Let him mount him
on the horse, and proclaim through the§
streets of the city, saying, “This is what
will be done for everymanwhom the king
honors!”

10 Then the king said to Haman, “You
have spoken well. Do so for Mordecai
the Jew, who waits in the palace, and let
not a word of what you have spoken be
neglected!”

11SoHaman took the robe and thehorse,
dressed Mordecai, mounted him on the
horse, and went through the streets of the
city, proclaiming, “This is what will be
done for everymanwhom the kingwishes
to honor.”

12ThenMordecai returned to the palace;
butHamanwent homemourning,with his
head covered.

13 Haman related the events that had
happened to him to Zeresh his wife and to
his friends. His friends and hiswife said to
him, “If Mordecai is of the race of the Jews,
and you have begun to be humbled before
him, you will assuredly fall; and you will
not be able towithstand him, for the living
God is with him.”

14 While they were still speaking, the
chamberlains arrived to rush Haman to
the banquet which Esther had prepared.

7
1So theking andHamanwent in todrink

with the queen.
2 The king said to Esther at the banquet

on the second day, “What is it, queen Es-
ther? What is your request? What is your
petition? It shall be done for you, up tohalf
of my kingdom.”

3She answered and said, “If I have found
favor in the sight of the king, let my life be

granted as my petition, and my people as
my request.

4 For both I and my people are sold for
destruction, pillage, and genocide. If both
we and our children were sold for male
and female slaves, I would not have both-
ered you, for this† isn’tworthy of the king’s
palace.”

5Theking said, “Whohasdared todo this
thing?”

6Esther said, “The enemy is Haman, this
wickedman!”
Then Haman was terrified in the pres-

ence of the king and the queen.
7Theking roseup fromthebanquet to go

into the garden. Haman began to beg the
queen formercy, for he saw that he was in
serious trouble.

8 The king returned from the garden;
and Haman had fallen upon the couch,
begging the queen for mercy. The king
said, “Will you even assault my wife in my
house?”
And when Haman heard it, he changed

countenance.
9 And Bugathan, one of the chamber-

lains, said to the king, “Behold, Haman has
also prepared a gallows forMordecai, who
spoke concerning theking, andafifty cubit
high gallows has been set up on Haman’s
property.”
Theking said, “Lethimbe‡hangedon it!”
10 So Haman was hanged on the gal-

lows that hadbeenprepared forMordecai.
Then the king’s wrath was abated.

8
1 On that day, King Ahasuerus gave to

Estherall that belonged toHaman the slan-
derer. The king calledMordecai, for Esther
had told that he was related to her.

2 The king took the ring which he had
taken away from Haman and gave it to
Mordecai. Esther appointed Mordecai
over all that had been Haman’s.

3 She spoke yet again to the king, and
fell at his feet, and implored him to undo
Haman’smischief and all that he had done
against the Jews.

§ 6:9Or,wide space. † 7:4 seeHebrew: slanderer ‡ 7:9Or, impaled.
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4 Then the king extended the golden
sceptre toEsther; andEstherarose to stand
near the king.

5 Esther said, “If it seems good to you,
and I have found favor in your sight, let
an order be sent that the letters sent by
Hamanmaybe reversed—letters thatwere
written for thedestruction of the Jewswho
are in your kingdom.

6 For how could I see the affliction of
my people, and how could I survive the
destruction of my† kindred?”

7 Then the king said to Esther, “If I have
given and freely granted you all that was
Haman’s, and hanged him on a gallows
because he laid his hands upon the Jews,
what more do you seek?

8 Write in my name whatever seems
good to you, and seal it with my ring; for
whatever iswritten at the command of the
king, and sealed with my ring, cannot be
countermanded.

9 So the scribes were called in the first
month,which isNisan, on the twenty-third
day of the same year; and orders were
written to the Jews, whatever the king
had commanded to the‡ local governors
and chiefs of the local governors, from In-
dia even toEthiopia—onehundred twenty-
seven local governors, according to the
several provinces, in their own languages.

10 They were written by order of the
king, sealed with his ring, and the letters
were sent by the couriers.

11 In them, he charged them to use their
own laws in every city, to help each other,
and to treat their adversaries and those
who attacked them as they pleased,

12 on one day in all the kingdom of Aha-
suerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, which is Adar.

13 Let the copies be posted in conspicu-
ous places throughout the kingdom. Let all
the Jews be ready against this day, to fight
against their enemies. The following is a
copy of the letter containing orders:
§ [The greatKingAhasuerus sends greet-

ings to the rulers of provinces in one

hundred twenty-seven local governance
regions, from India to Ethiopia, even to
those who are faithful to our interests.
Many who have been frequently honored
by the most abundant kindness of their†
benefactors have conceived ambitious de-
signs, and not only endeavor to hurt our
subjects, but moreover, not being able to
bear prosperity, they also endeavor to plot
against their own benefactors. They not
only would utterly abolish gratitude from
among men, but also, elated by the boast-
ings of men who are strangers to all that
is good, they supposed that they would
escape the sin-hating vengeance of the
ever-seeing God. And oftentimes evil ex-
hortation has made partakers of the guilt
of shedding innocent blood, and has in-
volved in irremediable calamitiesmany of
those who had been appointed to offices
of authority, who had been entrusted with
the management of their friends’ affairs;
while men, by the false sophistry of an
evil disposition, have deceived the simple
goodwill of the ruling powers. And it is
possible to see this, not somuch frommore
ancient traditional accounts, as it is im-
mediately in your power to see it by ex-
amining what things have been wickedly‡
perpetrated by the baseness of men un-
worthily holding power. It is right to take
heed with regard to the future, that we
may maintain the government in undis-
turbed peace for all men, adopting need-
ful changes, and ever judging those cases
which come under our notice with truly
equitable decisions. For whereas Haman,
a Macedonian, the son of Hammedatha,
in reality an alien from the blood of the
Persians, and differing widely from our
mild course of government, having been
hospitably entertained by us, obtained so
large a share of our universal kindness
as to be called our father, and to con-
tinue the person next to the royal throne,
reverenced of all; he however, overcome
by§ pride, endeavored to deprive us of
our dominion, and our life;† having by

† 8:6 Greek country. ‡ 8:9 Greek stewards. § 8:13 the passages in brackets are not in the Hebrew. † 8:13
perhaps rulers, see Luke 22. 25. ‡ 8:13Greek contrived. § 8:13Greeknot having borne. † 8:13Greek spirit.
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various and subtle artifices demanded for
destruction both Mordecai our deliverer
and perpetual benefactor, and Esther the
blameless consort of our kingdom, along
with their whole nation. For by these
methods he thought, having surprised us
in a defenseless state, to transfer the do-
minion of the Persians to the Macedo-
nians. But we find that the Jews, who have
beenconsigned todestructionby the‡most
abominable of men, are not malefactors,
but living according to the most just laws,
and being the sons of the living God, the
most high and§mighty, whomaintains the
kingdom, to us as well as to our forefa-
thers, in the most excellent order. You will
therefore do well in refusing to obey the
letter sent by Haman the son of Hamme-
datha, because he who has done these
things has been hanged with his whole
family at the gates of Susa, Almighty God
having swiftly returned to him a worthy
punishment. We enjoin you then, having
openly published a copy of this letter in
every place, to give the Jews permission
to use their own lawful customs and to
strengthen them, that on the thirteenth of
the twelfth month Adar, on the self-same
day, they may defend themselves against
those who attack them in a time of afflic-
tion. For in the place of the destruction of
the chosen race, AlmightyGodhas granted
them this time of gladness. Therefore you
also, amongyournotable feasts,must keep
a distinct day with all festivity, that both
now and hereafter it may be a day of de-
liverance to us and who are well disposed
toward the Persians, but to those that plot-
ted against us a memorial of destruction.
And every city and province collectively,
which shall not do accordingly, shall be
consumed with vengeance by spear and
fire. It shall be made not only inaccessible
tomen, butmost hateful towild beasts and
birds forever.] Let the copies be posted in
conspicuous places throughout the king-
dom and let all the Jews be ready against
this day, to fight against their enemies.

14So thehorsemenwent forthwithhaste
to perform theking’s commands. Theordi-

nance was also published in Susa.
15Mordecai went out robed in royal ap-

parel, wearing a golden crown and a di-
adem of fine purple linen. The people in
Susa saw it and rejoiced.

16The Jews had light and gladness
17 in every city and province where the

ordinance was published. Wherever the
proclamation took place, the Jews had joy
and gladness, feasting andmirth. Many of
theGentileswere circumcisedandbecame
Jews for fear of the Jews.

9
1Now in the twelfth month, on the thir-

teenth day of themonth, which is Adar, the
letters written by the king arrived.

2 In that day, the adversaries of the Jews
perished; for no one resisted, through fear
of them.

3 For the chiefs of the local governors,
and the princes and the royal scribes, hon-
ored the Jews; for the fear ofMordecaiwas
upon them.

4 For the order of the king was in force,
that he shouldbe celebrated in all the king-
dom.

6 In the city Susa the Jews killed five
hundredmen,

7 including Pharsannes, Delphon,
Phasga,

8Pharadatha, Barea, Sarbaca,
9 Marmasima, Ruphaeus, Arsaeus, and

Zabuthaeus,
10 the ten sons of Haman the son of

Hammedatha the Bugaean, the enemy of
the Jews; and they plundered their prop-
erty on the same day.

11 The number of those who perished in
Susa was reported to the king.

12Then the king said to Esther, “The Jews
have slain five hundred men in the city
Susa. What do you think they have done in
the rest of the country? Whatmore do you
ask, that it may be done for you?”

13 Esther said to the king, “Let it be
granted to the Jews to do the same to them
tomorrow. Also, hang the bodies of the ten
sons of Haman.”

‡ 8:13 Greek thrice guilty. § 8:13 Greek greatest.
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14Hepermitted it tobedone; andhegave
up to the Jews of the city the bodies of the
sons of Haman to hang.

15 The Jews assembled in Susa on the
fourteenth day of Adar and killed three
hundredmen, but plundered no property.

16 The rest of the Jews who were in the
kingdom assembled, and helped one an-
other, and obtained rest from their ene-
mies; for they destroyed fifteen thousand
of them on the thirteenth day of Adar, but
took no spoil.

17 They rested on the fourteenth of the
same month, and kept it as a day of rest
with joy and gladness.

18The Jews in the city of Susa assembled
also on the fourteenth day and rested; and
they also observed the fifteenth with joy
and gladness.

19 On this account then, the Jews dis-
persed in every foreign land keep the four-
teenth of Adar as a† holy daywith joy, each
sending gifts of food to his neighbor.

20Mordecai wrote these things in a book
and sent them to the Jews, asmanyaswere
in the kingdom of Ahasuerus, both those
who were near and those who were far
away,

21 to establish these as joyful days and to
keep the fourteenth and fifteenth of Adar;

22 for on these days the Jews obtained
rest from their enemies; and in that
month, whichwasAdar, inwhich a change
was made for them from mourning to joy,
and from sorrow to a holiday, to spend the
whole of it in good days of‡ feasting and
gladness, sending portions to their friends
and to the poor.

23 And the Jews consented to this as
Mordecai wrote to them,

24 showing how Haman the son of
Hammedatha the Macedonian fought
against them, how he made a decree and
cast§ lots to destroy them utterly;

25also howhewent in to the king, telling
him to hang Mordecai; but all the calami-
ties he tried to bring upon the Jews came

upon himself, and he was hanged, along
with his children.

26 Therefore these days were called
Purim, because of the lots (for in their
language they are called Purim) because
of the words of this letter, and because of
all they suffered on this account, and all
that happened to them.

27Mordecai established it, and the Jews
took upon themselves, upon their off-
spring, and upon thosewhowere joined to
them to observe it, neither would they on
any account behave differently; but these
days were to be a memorial kept in every
generation, city, family, and province.

28 These days of Purim shall be kept for-
ever, and their memorial shall not fail in
any generation.

29 Queen Esther the daughter of Ami-
nadab andMordecai the Jewwrote all that
they had done, and gave the confirmation
of the letter about Purim.

31Mordecai and Esther the queen estab-
lished this decision on their own, pledging
their ownwell-being to their plan.

32 And Esther established it by a com-
mand forever, and it was written for a
memorial.

10
1The king levied a tax upon his kingdom

both by land and sea.
2As for his strength and valour, and the

wealth and glory of his kingdom, behold,
they arewritten in thebookof thePersians
andMedes for amemorial.

3 Mordecai† was viceroy to King Aha-
suerus, and was a great man in the king-
dom, honored by the Jews, and lived his
life loved by all his nation.‡

4 [Mordecai said, “These things have
come from God.

5 For I remember the dream which I
had concerning these matters; for not one
detail of them has failed.

6 There was the little spring which be-
came a river, and there was light, and the
sun and much water. The river is Esther,
whom the kingmarried andmade queen.

7The two serpents are Haman andme.
† 9:19 Greek good day. ‡ 9:22 Greekweddings. § 9:24 Greek lot. † 10:3 Greek succeded to Or, came into the
place of. ‡ 10:3 the passages in brackets are not in theHebrew.
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8The nations are those which combined
to destroy the name of the Jews.

9But as formy nation, this is Israel, even
those who cried to God and were deliv-
ered; for the Lord delivered his people.
TheLord rescuedusout of all these calami-
ties; and God worked such signs and great
wonders as have not been done among the
nations.

10 Therefore he ordained two lots. One
for the people of God, and one for all the
other nations.

11 And these two lots came for an ap-
pointed season, and for a day of judgment,
before God, and for all the nations.

12 God remembered his people and vin-
dicated his inheritance.

13 They shall observe these days in the
month Adar, on the fourteenth and on the
fifteenth day of the month, with an assem-
bly, joy, and gladness before God, through-
out thegenerations foreveramonghispeo-
ple Israel.

14 In the fourth year of the reign of Ptole-
meus and Cleopatra, Dositheus, who said
he was a priest and Levite, and Ptolemeus
his son brought this letter of Purim, which
they said was authentic, and that Lysi-
machus the son of Ptolemeus, who was in
Jerusalem, had interpreted.]
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The Book of
Daniel

with Greek Portions
1 In the third year of the reign of Je-

hoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and
besieged it.

2TheLord† gave Jehoiakimkingof Judah
intohishand,withpart of thevessels of the
house of God;‡ and he carried them into
the land of Shinar to the house of his god.
He brought the vessels into the treasure
house of his god.

3The king spoke to Ashpenaz themaster
of his eunuchs, that he should bring in
some of the children of Israel, even of the
royal offspring§ and of the nobles—

4 youths in whom was no defect, but
well-favored, and skillful in all wisdom,
and endowedwith knowledge, and under-
standing science, and who had the ability
to serve in the king’s palace; and that he
should teach them the learning and the
language of the Chaldeans.

5 The king appointed for them a daily
portion of the king’s delicacies, and of the
winewhichhe drank, and that they should
be nourished three years; that at its end
they should serve the king.

6Now among these were of the children
of Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah.

7 The prince of the eunuchs gave names
to them: to Daniel he gave the name
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to
Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-
nego.

8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that
hewould not defile himself with the king’s
delicacies, nor with the wine which he
drank. Therefore he requested of the
prince of the eunuchs that he might not
defile himself.

9 Now God made Daniel find kindness
and compassion in the sight of the prince
of the eunuchs.

10 The prince of the eunuchs said to
Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who has
appointed your food and your drink. For
why should he see your faces worse look-
ing than the youths who are of your own
age? Then you would endanger my head
with the king.”

11ThenDaniel said to the stewardwhom
the prince of the eunuchs had appointed
over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah:

12 “Test your servants, I beg you, ten
days; and let themgive us vegetables to eat
and water to drink.

13Then let our faces be examined before
you, and the face of the youths who eat of
the king’s delicacies; and as you see, deal
with your servants.”

14 So he listened to them in this matter,
and tested them for ten days.

15 At the end of ten days, their faces
appeared fairer, and they were fatter in
flesh, than all the youths who ate of the
king’s delicacies.

16So the steward took away their delica-
cies, and the wine that they would drink,
and gave them vegetables.

17Nowas for these fouryouths, Godgave
them knowledge and skill in all learning
and wisdom; and Daniel had understand-
ing in all visions and dreams.

18At the end of the days which the king
had appointed for bringing them in, the
prince of the eunuchs brought them in
before Nebuchadnezzar.

19The king talkedwith them; and among
them all was found no one like Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. There-
fore they served the king.

20 In every matter of wisdom and un-
derstanding concerning which the king
inquired of them, he found them ten
times better than all the magicians and
enchanters whowere in all his realm.

21 Daniel continued serving even to the
first year of King Cyrus.

2
1 In the second year of the reign of Neb-

uchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed
† 1:2Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 1:2TheHebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:3
or, seed
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dreams; and his spirit was troubled, and
his sleep went from him.

2Then the king commanded that thema-
gicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers, and
the Chaldeans be called to tell the king his
dreams. So they came in and stood before
the king.

3The king said to them, “I have dreamed
a dream, andmy spirit is troubled to know
the dream.”

4Then theChaldeans spoke to the king in
the Syrian language, “O king, live forever!
Tell your servants the dream, and we will
show the interpretation.”

5Theking answered theChaldeans, “The
thing has gone fromme. If you don’t make
known to me the dream and its interpre-
tation, you will be cut in pieces, and your
houses will be made a dunghill.

6But if you show the dreamand its inter-
pretation, you will receive from me gifts,
rewards, and great honor. Therefore show
me the dream and its interpretation.”

7 They answered the second time and
said, “Let the king tell his servants the
dream, and we will show the interpreta-
tion.”

8 The king answered, “I know of a cer-
tainty that you are trying to gain time,
because you see the thing has gone from
me.

9 But if you don’t make known to me
the dream, there is but one law for you;
for you have prepared lying and corrupt
words to speak before me, until the situa-
tion changes. Therefore tellme the dream,
and I will know that you can show me its
interpretation.”

10 The Chaldeans answered before the
king, and said, “There is not a man on
the earth who can show the king’s matter,
because no king, lord, or ruler, has asked
such a thing of anymagician, enchanter, or
Chaldean.

11 It is a rare thing that the king requires,
and there is no other who can show it
before the king, except the gods, whose
dwelling is not with flesh.”

12 Because of this, the king was angry
and very furious, and commanded that all
the wise men of Babylon be destroyed.

13 So the decree went out, and the wise
men were to be slain. They sought Daniel
and his companions to be slain.

14 Then Daniel returned answer with
counsel and prudence to Arioch the cap-
tain of the king’s guard, who had gone out
to kill the wise men of Babylon.

15 He answered Arioch the king’s cap-
tain, “Why is the decree so urgent from the
king?” ThenAriochmade the thing known
to Daniel.

16Danielwent in, anddesired of the king
that he would appoint him a time, and he
would show the king the interpretation.

17 Then Daniel went to his house and
made the thing known to Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions,

18 that they would desire mercies of the
God of heaven concerning this secret, and
that Daniel and his companionswould not
perish with the rest of the wise men of
Babylon.

19Then the secretwas revealed toDaniel
in a vision of the night. Then Daniel
blessed the God of heaven.

20Daniel answered,
“Blessed be the name of God forever and

ever;
for wisdom andmight are his.

21He changes the times and the seasons.
He removes kings and sets up kings.

He gives wisdom to the wise,
and knowledge to those who have un-
derstanding.

22He reveals the deep and secret things.
He knows what is in the darkness,
and the light dwells with him.

23 I thank you and praise you,
O God of my fathers,

who have givenmewisdom andmight,
and have now made known to me
what we desired of you;

for you have made known to us the
king’s matter.”

24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch,
whom the king had appointed to destroy
thewisemenofBabylon. Hewent and said
this to him: “Don’t destroy thewisemen of
Babylon. Bring me in before the king, and
I will show to the king the interpretation.”

25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before
the king in haste, and said this to him: “I
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have found a man of the children of the
captivity of Judahwhowillmake known to
the king the interpretation.”

26 The king answered Daniel, whose
name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to
makeknown tome thedreamwhich Ihave
seen, and its interpretation?”

27Daniel answered before the king, and
said, “The secret which the king has de-
manded can’t be shown to the king bywise
men, enchanters, magicians, or soothsay-
ers;

28 but there is a God in heaven who re-
veals secrets, and he has made known to
King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the
latter days. Your dream, and the visions of
your head on your bed, are these:

29 “As for you, O king, your thoughts
came on your bed, what should happen
hereafter; and he who reveals secrets has
made known to you what will happen.

30 But as for me, this secret is not re-
vealed to me for any wisdom that I have
more than any living, but to the intent that
the interpretation may be made known
to the king, and that you may know the
thoughts of your heart.

31 “You, O king, saw, and behold,† a great
image. This image, which was mighty,
andwhose brightnesswas excellent, stood
before you; and its appearance was terri-
fying.

32As for this image, its head was of fine
gold, its chest and its arms of silver, its
belly and its thighs of bronze,

33 its legs of iron, its feet part of iron, and
part of clay.

34You sawuntil a stonewas cut outwith-
out hands, which struck the image on its
feet that were of iron and clay, and broke
them in pieces.

35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze,
the silver, and the gold were broken in
pieces together, and became like the chaff
of the summer threshing floors. The wind
carried them away, so that no place was
found for them. The stone that struck the
image becamea greatmountain, andfilled
the whole earth.

36 “This is the dream; and we will tell its
interpretation before the king.

37You, O king, are king of kings, towhom
the God of heaven has given the kingdom,
the power, the strength, and the glory.

38Wherever the children of men dwell,
he has given the animals of the field and
thebirds of the sky into yourhand, andhas
made you rule over them all. You are the
head of gold.

39“After you, another kingdomwill arise
that is inferior to you; and a third king-
dom of bronze, whichwill rule over all the
earth.

40 The fourth kingdom will be strong as
iron, because iron breaks in pieces and
subduesall things; andas iron that crushes
all these, it will break in pieces and crush.

41 Whereas you saw the feet and toes,
part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, it will
be a divided kingdom; but there will be in
it of the strength of the iron, because you
saw the ironmixed withmiry clay.

42As the toes of the feetwerepart of iron,
and part of clay, so the kingdom will be
partly strong, and partly brittle.

43Whereas you saw the ironmixedwith
miry clay, they will mingle themselves
with the seed of men; but they won’t cling
to one another, even as iron does not mix
with clay.

44 “In the days of those kings the God
of heaven will set up a kingdom which
will never be destroyed, nor will its
sovereigntybe left to anotherpeople; but it
will break in pieces and consume all these
kingdoms, and it will stand forever.

45 Because you saw that a stone was cut
out of the mountain without hands, and
that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze,
the clay, the silver, and the gold. The great
God hasmade known to the kingwhatwill
happen hereafter. The dream is certain,
and its interpretation sure.”

46Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his
face, worshiped Daniel, and commanded
that they should offer an offering and
sweet odors to him.

† 2:31 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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47Theking answered toDaniel, and said,
“Of a truth your God is the God of gods,
and the Lord of kings, and a revealer of
secrets, since you have been able to reveal
this secret.”

48 Then the king made Daniel great, and
gave him many great gifts, and made him
rule over the whole province of Babylon,
and to be chief governor over all the wise
men of Babylon.

49 Daniel requested of the king, and he
appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego over the affairs of the province of
Babylon; but Daniel was in the king’s gate.

3
1Nebuchadnezzar the king made an im-

age of gold, whose heightwas sixty cubits,†
and its width six cubits. He set it up in the
plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to
gather together the local governors, the
deputies, and the governors, the judges,
the treasurers, the counselors, the sheriffs,
and all the rulers of the provinces, to come
to the dedication of the image which Neb-
uchadnezzar the king had set up.

3Then the local governors, the deputies,
and the governors, the judges, the trea-
surers, the counselors, the sheriffs, and all
the rulers of the provinces, were gathered
together to the dedication of the image
that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up;
and they stood before the image that Neb-
uchadnezzar had set up.

4 Then the herald cried aloud, “To you
it is commanded, peoples, nations, and
languages,

5 that whenever you hear the sound of
the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe,
and all kinds of music, you fall down and
worship the golden image that Nebuchad-
nezzar the king has set up.

6 Whoever doesn’t fall down and wor-
ship shall be cast into themiddle of a burn-
ing fiery furnace the same hour.”

7 Therefore at that time, when all the
peoples heard the sound of the horn, flute,
zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of

music, all the peoples, the nations, and the
languages, fell down and worshiped the
golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the
king had set up.

8 Therefore at that time certain
Chaldeans came near, and brought accu-
sation against the Jews.

9 They answered Nebuchadnezzar the
king, “O king, live for ever!

10 You, O king, have made a decree that
every man who hears the sound of the
horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all
kinds ofmusic shall fall downandworship
the golden image;

11 and whoever doesn’t fall down and
worship shall be cast into the middle of a
burning fiery furnace.

12 There are certain Jews whom you
have appointed over the affairs of the
province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego. These men, O king, have
not respected you. They don’t serve your
gods, and don’t worship the golden image
which you have set up.”

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and
fury commanded that Shadrach,Meshach,
and Abednego be brought. Then these
menwere brought before the king.

14 Nebuchadnezzar answered them, “Is
it on purpose, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, that you don’t serve my god,
nor worship the golden image which I
have set up?

15 Now if you are ready whenever you
hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither,
lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of music to
fall down and worship the image which I
havemade, good; but if you don’t worship,
you shall be cast the same hour into the
middle of a burning fiery furnace. Who
is that god who will deliver you out of my
hands?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
answered the king, “Nebuchadnezzar, we
have no need to answer you in this matter.

17 If it happens, our God whomwe serve
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace; and he will deliver us out of your
hand, O king.

† 3:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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18 But if not, let it be known to you, O
king, that we will not serve your gods or
worship the golden imagewhich you have
set up.”

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of
fury, and the form of his appearance was
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. Hespoke, andcommanded that
they should heat the furnace seven times
more than it was usually heated.

20 He commanded certain mighty men
who were in his army to bind Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them
into the burning fiery furnace.

21 Then these men were bound in their
pants, their tunics, theirmantles, and their
other clothes, and were cast into the mid-
dle of the burning fiery furnace.

22 Therefore because the king’s com-
mandment was urgent, and the furnace
exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed
those men who took up Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego.

23These three men, Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, fell down bound into the
middle of the burning fiery furnace.

THE SONG OF THE THREE HOLY CHIL-
DREN‡

24 They walked in the midst of the fire,
praising God, and blessing the Lord.

25 Then Azarias stood, and prayed like
this. Opening hismouth in themidst of the
fire he said,

26 “Blessed are you, O Lord, you God of
our fathers! Your name is worthy to be
praised and glorified for evermore;

27 for you are righteous in all the things
that you have done. Yes, all your works
are true. Your ways are right, and all your
judgments are truth.

28 In all the things that you have brought
upon us, and upon the holy city of our
fathers, Jerusalem, youhaveexecuted true
judgments. For according to truth and
justice you have brought all these things
upon us because of our sins.

29 For we have sinned and committed
iniquity in departing from you.

30 In all things we have trespassed, and
not obeyed your commandments or kept
them. We haven’t done as you have com-
manded us, that it might go well with us.

31 Therefore all that you have brought
upon us, and everything that you have
done to us, you have done in true judg-
ment.

32 You delivered us into the hands of
lawless enemies, most hateful rebels, and
to an unjust king who is the most wicked
in all the world.

33 And now we can’t open our mouth.
Shame and reproach have come on your
servants and those whoworship you.

34 Don’t utterly deliver us up, for your
name’s sake. Don’t annul your covenant.

35Don’t cause yourmercy todepart from
us, for the sakeofAbrahamwho is lovedby
you, and for the sake of Isaac your servant,
and Israel your holy one,

36 towhomyoupromised that youwould
multiply their offspring as the stars of the
sky, andas the sand that is on the sea shore.

37Forwe, O Lord, have become less than
anynation, andarebrought low this day in
all the world because of our sins.

38 There isn’t at this time prince, or
prophet, or leader, or burnt offering, or
sacrifice, or oblation, or incense, or place
to offer before you, and to findmercy.

39Nevertheless in a contrite heart and a
humble spirit let us be accepted,

40 like the burnt offerings of rams and
bullocks, and like ten thousands of fat
lambs. So let our sacrifice be in your sight
this day, that we may wholly go after you,
for they shall not be ashamed who put
their trust in you.

41 And now we follow you with all our
heart. We fear you, and seek your face.

42 Put us not to shame; but deal with us
after your kindness, and according to the
multitude of yourmercy.

43Deliver us also according to yourmar-
‡ 3:23 The Song of the ThreeHoly Children is an addition toDaniel found in the Greek Septuagint but not found in the
traditional Hebrew text of Daniel. This portion is recognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman Catholic,
Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches. It is found inserted between Daniel 3:23 and Daniel 3:24 of the
traditional Hebrew Bible. Here, the verses after 23 from the Hebrew Bible are numbered starting at 91 to make
room for these verses.
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velousworks, and give glory to yourname,
O Lord. Let all those who harm your ser-
vants be confounded.

44 Let them be ashamed of all their
power andmight, and let their strength be
broken.

45 Let them know that you are the Lord,
the only God, and glorious over the whole
world.”

46 The king’s servants who put them in
didn’t stop making the furnace hot with
naphtha, pitch, tinder, and small wood,

47 so that the flame streamed out forty
nine cubits above the furnace.

48 It spread and burned those Chaldeans
whom it found around the furnace.

49 But the angel of the Lord came down
into the furnace togetherwith Azarias and
his fellows, and he struck the flame of the
fire out of the furnace,

50 and made the midst of the furnace as
it had been amoist whistling wind, so that
the fire didn’t touch them at all. It neither
hurt nor troubled them.

51 Then the three, as out of one mouth,
praised, glorified, and blessed God in the
furnace, saying,

52 “Blessed are you, O Lord, you God
of our fathers, to be praised and exalted
above all forever!

53 Blessed is your glorious and holy
name, to be praised and exalted above all
forever!

54 Blessed are you in the temple of your
holy glory, to be praised and glorified
above all forever!

55 Blessed are you who see the depths
and sit upon the cherubim, to be praised
and exalted above all forever.

56Blessed are you on the throne of your
kingdom, to be praised and extolled above
all forever!

57 Blessed are you in the firmament of
heaven, to be praised and glorified for-
ever!

58 O all you works of the Lord, bless
the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever!

59O you heavens, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all for ever!

60 O you angels of the Lord, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

61Oall youwaters that are above the sky,
bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above
all forever!

62 O all you powers of the Lord, bless
the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever!

63 O you sun and moon, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

64O you stars of heaven, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

65 O every shower and dew, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

66O all you winds, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever!

67 O you fire and heat, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

68O you dews and storms of snow, bless
the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever!

69O you nights and days, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

70 O you light and darkness, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

71 O you cold and heat, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

72O you frost and snow, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

73O you lightnings and clouds, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

74 O let the earth bless the Lord! Let it
praise and exalt him above all forever!

75 O you mountains and hills, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

76Oall you things that growon the earth,
bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above
all forever!

77 §O sea and rivers, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

78 O you springs, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever!

79O you whales and all that move in the
waters, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt
him above all forever!

80 O all you birds of the air, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

§ 3:77 Some authorities transpose this verse and the next one.
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81 O all you beasts and cattle, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

82O you children of men, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

83O let Israel bless the Lord! Praise and
exalt him above all forever.

84 O you priests of the Lord, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

85 O you servants of the Lord, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever!

86 O you spirits and souls of the righ-
teous, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him
above all forever!

87 O you who are holy and humble of
heart, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him
above all forever!

88 O Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,
bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above
all forever; for he has rescued us from
Hades, and saved us from the hand of
death! Hehas delivered us out of themidst
of the furnace and burning flame. He has
delivered us out of themidst of the fire.

89 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good; for his mercy is forever.

90O all you who worship the Lord, bless
the God of gods, praise him, and give him
thanks; for his mercy is forever!”

Deliverance from the Furnace
91 † Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was

astonished and rose up in haste. He spoke
and said to his counselors, “Didn’t we cast
three men bound into the middle of the
fire?”
They answered the king, “True, O king.”
92 He answered, “Look, I see four men

loose,walking in themiddle of thefire, and
theyareunharmed. Theappearanceof the
fourth is like a son of the gods.”

93 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to
themouth of the burningfiery furnace. He
spoke and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, you servants of the Most High
God, come out, and come here!”
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-

nego came out of themiddle of the fire.
94The local governors, the deputies, and

the governors, and the king’s counselors,
being gathered together, saw these men,

that the fire had no power on their bodies.
The hair of their headwasn’t singed. Their
pants weren’t changed. The smell of fire
wasn’t even on them.

95 Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said,
“Blessed be theGod of Shadrach,Meshach,
and Abednego, who has sent his angel and
delivered his servants who trusted in him,
and have changed the king’s word, and
have yielded their bodies, that they might
not serve nor worship any god, except
their own God.

96 Therefore I make a decree, that every
people, nation, and language, who speak
anything evil against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in
pieces, and their houses shall be made a
dunghill, because there is no other god
who is able to deliver like this.”

97 Then the king promoted Shadrach,
Meshach, andAbednego in the province of
Babylon.

4
1Nebuchadnezzar the king,
to all the peoples, nations, and lan-

guages, who dwell in all the earth:
Peace bemultiplied to you.
2 It has seemed good tome to show the

signs and wonders that the Most High
God has worked towardme.

3How great are his signs!
Howmighty are his wonders!

His kingdom is an everlasting king-
dom.
His dominion is from generation
to generation.

4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my
house, and flourishing inmy palace.

5 I sawadreamwhichmademeafraid;
and the thoughtsonmybedand thevisions
of my head troubledme.

6 Therefore I made a decree to bring
in all the wise men of Babylon before me,
that they might make known to me the
interpretation of the dream.

7 Then the magicians, the enchanters,
the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers came
in; and I told the dream before them; but

† 3:91 Verses 91-97 were numbered 24-30 in the traditional Hebrew text of Daniel.
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they didn’tmake known tome its interpre-
tation.

8 But at the last Daniel came in be-
fore me, whose name was Belteshazzar,
according to the name of my god, and in
whom is the spirit of the holy gods. I told
the dream before him, saying,

9 “Belteshazzar, master of the magi-
cians, because I know that the spirit of
the holy gods is in you, and no secret
troubles you, tell me the visions of my
dream that I have seen, and its interpre-
tation.

10 These were the visions of my head
on my bed: I saw, and behold, a tree in
the middle of the earth; and its height was
great.

11 The tree grew, and was strong, and
its height reached to the sky, and its sight
to the end of all the earth.

12 Its leaves were beautiful, and it had
much fruit, and in it was food for all. The
animalsof thefieldhadshadeunder it, and
the birds of the sky lived in its branches,
and all flesh was fed from it.

13 “I saw in the visions of my head on
my bed, and behold, a watcher and a
holy one came down from the sky.

14 He cried aloud, and said this, ‘Cut
down the tree and cut off its branches!
Shake off its leaves and scatter its fruit! Let
the animals get away from under it, and
the fowls from its branches.

15 Nevertheless leave the stump of its
roots in the earth, evenwith a band of iron
andbronze, in the tender grass of the field;
and let it bewetwith thedewof the sky. Let
his portionbewith the animals in the grass
of the earth.

16 Let his heart be changed from
man’s, and let an animal’s heart be given
tohim. Then let seven timespass overhim.

17 “ ‘The sentence is by the decree of
the watchers, and the demand by the
word of the holy ones, to the intent that
the living may know that the Most High
rules in the kingdomofmen, and gives it
to whomever he will, and sets up over it
the lowest of men.’

18 “This dream I, King Nebuchadnez-
zar, have seen; and you, Belteshazzar,
declare the interpretation, because all

thewisemenofmykingdomarenotable
tomakeknown tome the interpretation;
but you are able, for the spirit of the holy
gods is in you.”

19ThenDaniel,whosenamewasBelte-
shazzar, was stricken mute for a while,
and his thoughts troubled him. The
king answered, “Belteshazzar, don’t let
the dream, or the interpretation, trouble
you.”
Belteshazzaranswered, “Mylord,may

the dream be for those who hate you,
and its interpretation to your adver-
saries.

20 The tree that you saw, which grew
and was strong, whose height reached to
the sky, and its sight to all the earth;

21whose leaveswere beautiful, and its
fruit plentiful, and in it was food for all;
under which the animals of the field lived,
andonwhosebranches thebirds of the sky
had their habitation—

22 it is you, O king, who have grown
and become strong; for your greatness has
grown, and reaches to the sky, and your
dominion to the end of the earth.

23 “Whereas the king saw a watcher
and a holy one coming down from the
sky, and saying, ‘Cut down the tree, and
destroy it; nevertheless leave the stump
of its roots in the earth, evenwith a band
of iron and bronze, in the tender grass
of the field, and let it be wet with the
dew of the sky. Let his portion be with
theanimalsof thefield, until seven times
pass over him.’

24 “This is the interpretation, O king,
and it is the decree of the Most High,
which has come onmy lord the king:

25 that you shall be driven from men,
and your dwelling shall be with the ani-
mals of the field. You shall be made to eat
grass as oxen, and shall be wet with the
dew of the sky, and seven times shall pass
over you; until you know that the Most
High rules in the kingdom of men, and
gives it to whomever he will.

26 Their command to leave the stump
of the roots of the tree means your king-
domwill be sure to you, after youwill have
known that the heavens do rule.

27Therefore, O king, let my counsel be



Daniel (Greek) 4:28 991 Daniel (Greek) 5:9

acceptable to you, and break off your sins
by righteousness, and your iniquities by
showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps there
may be a lengthening of your tranquility.”

28All this came on the KingNebuchad-
nezzar.

29At the end of twelve months he was
walking in the royal palace of Babylon.

30The king spoke and said, “Is not this
great Babylon, which I have built for the
royal dwelling place, by the might of my
power and for the glory of mymajesty?”

31 While the word was in the king’s
mouth, a voice came from the sky, say-
ing, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it
is spoken: ‘The kingdom has departed
from you.

32 You shall be driven from men, and
your dwelling shall be with the animals of
the field. You shall be made to eat grass
as oxen. Seven times shall pass over you,
until you know that the Most High rules
in the kingdom of men, and gives it to
whomever he will.’ ”

33 This was fulfilled the same hour on
Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from
men, and ate grass as oxen, and his body
waswetwith the dewof the sky, until his
hair had grown like eagles’ feathers, and
his nails like birds’ claws.

34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchad-
nezzar, lifted up my eyes to heaven, and
my understanding returned tome, and I
blessed theMost High, and I praised and
honored himwho lives forever.
For his dominion is an everlasting do-
minion,
and his kingdom from generation
to generation.

35 All the inhabitants of the earth are
reputed as nothing;
and he does according to his will
in the army of heaven,

and among the inhabitants of the
earth;

and no one can stop his hand,
or ask him, “What are youdoing?”

36At the same timemy understanding
returned to me; and for the glory of
mykingdom,mymajesty andbrightness
returned to me. My counselors and my
lords sought me; and I was established

in my kingdom, and excellent greatness
was added tome.

37Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and
extol and honor the King of heaven; for
all his works are right and his ways just;
and those who walk in pride he is able to
humble.

5
1Belshazzar the king made a great feast

to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine
before the thousand.

2 Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine,
commanded that the golden and silver
vessels which Nebuchadnezzar his father
had taken out of the temple which was
in Jerusalem be brought to him, that the
king and his lords, his wives and his con-
cubines, might drink from them.

3 Then they brought the golden vessels
that were taken out of the temple of God’s
house which was at Jerusalem; and the
king and his lords, his wives and his con-
cubines, drank from them.

4They drank wine, and praised the gods
of gold, and of silver, of bronze, of iron, of
wood, and of stone.

5 In the same hour, the fingers of aman’s
hand came out and wrote near the lamp
standon theplaster of thewall of theking’s
palace. The king saw the part of the hand
that wrote.

6 Then the king’s face was changed in
him, and his thoughts troubled him; and
the joints of his thighs were loosened, and
his knees struck one against another.

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the
enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the sooth-
sayers. The king spoke and said to the
wisemen of Babylon, “Whoever reads this
writing and shows me its interpretation
shall be clothed with purple, and have a
chain of gold about his neck, and shall be
the third ruler in the kingdom.”

8 Then all the king’s wise men came in;
but they could not read the writing and
couldn’t make known to the king the inter-
pretation.

9ThenKing Belshazzarwas greatly trou-
bled. His face was changed in him, and his
lords were perplexed.
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10 The queen by reason of the words of
the king and his lords came into the ban-
quet house. The queen spoke and said, “O
king, live forever; don’t let your thoughts
trouble you, nor let your face be changed.

11 There is a man in your kingdom in
whom is the spirit of the holy gods. In the
days of your father, light, understanding,
and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods
were found in him. The king, Nebuchad-
nezzar, your father—yes, the king, your
father—madehimmasterof themagicians,
enchanters, Chaldeans, and soothsayers

12 because an excellent spirit, knowl-
edge, understanding, interpreting of
dreams, showing of dark sentences, and
dissolving of doubts were found in the
same Daniel, whom the king named
Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called,
and he will show the interpretation.”

13ThenDanielwas brought in before the
king. The king spoke and said to Daniel,
“Are you that Daniel of the children of
the captivity of Judah, whom the king my
father brought out of Judah?

14 I have heard of you, that the spirit of
the gods is in you, and that light, under-
standing, and excellent wisdom are found
in you.

15 Now the wise men, the enchanters,
have been brought in before me to read
this writing, and make known to me its
interpretation; but they could not show
the interpretation of the thing.

16 But I have heard of you, that you can
give interpretations and dissolve doubts.
Now if you can read thewriting, andmake
known to me its interpretation, you shall
be clothed with purple, and have a chain
of gold around your neck, and shall be the
third ruler in the kingdom.”

17 Then Daniel answered the king, “Let
your gifts be to yourself, and give your
rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will
read the writing to the king, and make
known to him the interpretation.

18 “To you, king, the Most High God gave
Nebuchadnezzaryour father thekingdom,
and greatness, and glory, andmajesty.

19 Because of the greatness that he gave
him, all the peoples, nations, and lan-
guages trembled and feared before him.
He killed whom he wanted to, and he kept
alive whom he wanted to. He raised up
whom he wanted to, and he put down
whom hewanted to.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and
his spirit was hardened so that he dealt
proudly, he was deposed from his kingly
throne, and they took his glory from him.

21 He was driven from the sons of men
and his heart was made like the animals’,
and his dwelling was with the wild don-
keys. He was fed with grass like oxen, and
his body was wet with the dew of the sky,
until he knew that theMostHighGod rules
in the kingdom ofmen, and that he sets up
over it whomever he will.

22 “You, his son, Belshazzar, have not
humbled your heart, though you knew all
this,

23but have lifted up yourself against the
Lord of heaven; and they have brought
the vessels of his house before you, and
you and your lords, your wives, and your
concubines, have drunk wine from them.
You have praised the gods of silver, gold,
bronze, iron,wood, and stone, which don’t
see, hear, or know; and you have not glori-
fied the God in whose hand is your breath
andwhose are all your ways.

24 Then the part of the hand was sent
from before him, and this writing was in-
scribed.

25 “This is thewriting thatwas inscribed:
‘MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.’

26 “This is the interpretation of the thing:
MENE: God has counted your kingdom,
and brought it to an end.
27TEKEL: you areweighed in the balances,
and are foundwanting.
28 PERES: your kingdom is divided, and
given to theMedes and Persians.”

29 Then Belshazzar commanded, and
they clothed Daniel with purple, and put
a chain of gold about his neck, and pro-
claimed that he should be the third highest
ruler in the kingdom.

30 In that night Belshazzar the Chaldean
King was slain.
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31 Darius the Mede received the king-
dom, being about sixty-two years old.

6
1 It pleased Darius to set over the king-

dom one hundred twenty local governors,
who should be throughout thewhole king-
dom;

2 and over them three presidents, of
whom Daniel was one; that these local
governorsmight give account to them, and
that the king should suffer no loss.

3 Then this Daniel was distinguished
above the presidents and the local gover-
nors, because an excellent spirit was in
him; and the king thought to set him over
the whole realm.

4 Then the presidents and the local gov-
ernors sought to find occasion against
Daniel as touching the kingdom; but they
could find no occasion or fault, because he
was faithful. There wasn’t any error or
fault found in him.

5 Then these men said, “We won’t find
anyoccasion against thisDaniel, unlesswe
find it against him concerning the law of
his God.”

6 Then these presidents and local gover-
nors assembled together to the king, and
said this to him, “King Darius, live forever!

7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the
deputies and the local governors, the coun-
selors and the governors, have consulted
together to establish a royal statute, and to
make a strong decree, that whoever asks a
petition of any god or man for thirty days,
except of you, O king, he shall be cast into
the den of lions.

8Now, O king, establish the decree, and
sign the writing, that it not be changed,
according to the law of the Medes and
Persians, which doesn’t alter.”

9Therefore King Darius signed the writ-
ing and the decree.

10 When Daniel knew that the writing
was signed, he went into his house (now
his windows were open in his room to-
ward Jerusalem) and he kneeled on his
knees three times a day, and prayed, and
gave thanks before his God, as he did be-
fore.

11 Then these men assembled together,
and foundDanielmakingpetitionand sup-
plication before his God.

12 Then they came near, and spoke be-
fore the king concerning the king’s decree:
“Haven’t you signed a decree that every
man who makes a petition to any god or
man within thirty days, except to you, O
king, shall be cast into the den of lions?”
The king answered, “This thing is true,

according to the law of the Medes and
Persians, which doesn’t alter.”

13 Then they answered and said before
the king, “That Daniel, who is of the chil-
dren of the captivity of Judah, doesn’t re-
spect you, O king, nor the decree that you
have signed, but makes his petition three
times a day.”

14 Then the king, when he heard these
words, was very displeased, and set his
heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he
labored until the going down of the sun to
rescue him.

15 Then these men assembled together
to the king, and said to the king, “Know,
O king, that it is a law of the Medes and
Persians, that no decree nor statute which
the king establishes may be changed.”

16 Then the king commanded, and they
brought Daniel, and cast him into the den
of lions. The king spoke and said to Daniel,
“Your Godwhomyou serve continually, he
will deliver you.”

17 A stone was brought, and laid on the
mouth of the den; and the king sealed it
with his own signet, and with the signet of
his lords, that nothing might be changed
concerning Daniel.

18 Then the king went to his palace, and
passed the night fasting. No musical in-
struments were brought before him; and
his sleep fled from him.

19 Then the king arose very early in the
morning, and went in haste to the den of
lions.

20 When he came near to the den to
Daniel, he criedwith a troubled voice. The
king spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, ser-
vant of the living God, is your God, whom
you serve continually, able to deliver you
from the lions?”
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21 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king,
live forever!

22 My God has sent his angel, and has
shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not
hurt me; because I am innocent in his
sight. Also before you, O king, I have done
no harm.”

23 Then the king was exceedingly glad,
and commanded that they should take
Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was
taken up out of the den, and no kind of
harm was found on him, because he had
trusted in his God.

24 The king commanded, and they
brought those men who had accused
Daniel, and they cast them into the den
of lions—them, their children, and their
wives; and the lions mauled them and
broke all their bones in pieces before they
came to the bottom of the den.

25Then King Darius wrote to all the peo-
ples, nations, and languages, who dwell in
all the earth:

“Peace bemultiplied to you.
26 “I make a decree that in all the do-

minion ofmykingdommen tremble and
fear before the God of Daniel;

“for he is the living God,
and steadfast forever.

His kingdom is that which will not be de-
stroyed.

His dominion will be even to the end.
27He delivers and rescues.

He works signs and wonders in
heaven and in earth,

who has delivered Daniel from the
power of the lions.”

28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign
of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the
Persian.

7
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of

Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions
of his head on his bed. Then he wrote the
dream and told the sum of thematters.

2 Daniel spoke and said, “I saw in my
vision by night and behold, the four winds
of the sky broke out on the great sea.

3 Four great animals came up from the
sea, different from one another.

4 “The first was like a lion, and had
eagle’s wings. I watched until its wings

were plucked, and itwas lifted up from the
earth, and made to stand on two feet as a
man. Aman’s heart was given to it.

5 “Behold, there was another animal, a
second, like a bear. It was raised up on
one side, and three ribs were in its mouth
between its teeth. They said this to it:
‘Arise! Devourmuch flesh!’

6 “After this I saw, and behold, another,
like a leopard, which had on its back four
wings of a bird. The animal also had four
heads; and dominion was given to it.

7 “After this I saw in the night visions,
and, behold, there was a fourth animal,
awesome and powerful, and exceedingly
strong. It had great iron teeth. It de-
voured and broke in pieces, and stamped
the residue with its feet. It was different
from all the animals that were before it. It
had ten horns.

8 “I considered the horns, and behold,
another horn cameupamong them, a little
one, before which three of the first horns
were plucked up by the roots: and behold,
in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a
man, and amouth speaking great things.
9 “I watched until thrones were placed,

and one whowas Ancient of Days sat.
His clothing was white as snow,

and thehair ofhishead likepurewool.
His throne was fiery flames,

and its wheels burning fire.
10Afiery stream issued and came out from

before him.
Thousands of thousandsministered to
him.

Ten thousand times ten thousand
stood before him.

The judgment was set.
The books were opened.

11 “I watched at that time because of the
voice of the great words which the horn
spoke. Iwatchedevenuntil theanimalwas
slain, its body destroyed, and it was given
to be burned with fire.

12 As for the rest of the animals, their
dominion was taken away; yet their lives
were prolonged for a season and a time.

13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold,
one like a sonofmancamewith the clouds,
and he came to the Ancient of Days, and
they brought him near before him.
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14 Dominion was given him, with glory
and a kingdom, that all the peoples, na-
tions, and languages should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
whichwill not pass away, and his kingdom
will not be destroyed.

15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit was
grievedwithinmy body, and the visions of
my head troubledme.

16 I came near to one of those who stood
by, and asked him the truth concerning all
this.

“So he told me, and made me know the
interpretation of the things.

17 ‘These great animals, which are four,
are four kings, who will arise out of the
earth.

18 But the saints of the Most High will
receive the kingdom, and possess the king-
dom forever, even forever and ever.’

19 “Then I desired to know the truth
concerning the fourth animal, which was
different fromall of them, exceedingly ter-
rible, whose teeth were of iron, and its
nails of bronze; which devoured, broke in
pieces, and stamped the residue with its
feet;

20 and concerning the ten horns that
wereon its head, and theotherhornwhich
came up, and beforewhich three fell, even
that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that
spoke great things, whose look was more
stout than its fellows.

21 I saw, and the same horn made war
with the saints and prevailed against them

22 until the Ancient of Days came, and
judgment was given to the saints of the
Most High, and the time came that the
saints possessed the kingdom.

23 “So he said, ‘The fourth animal will be
a fourth kingdom on earth, which will be
different from all the kingdoms, and will
devour the whole earth, and will tread it
down, and break it in pieces.

24 As for the ten horns, ten kings will
arise out of this kingdom. Another will
arise after them; and he will be different
from the former, and he will put down
three kings.

25He will speak words against the Most
High, and will wear out the saints of the
Most High. He will plan to change the

times and the law; and they will be given
into his hand until a time and times and
half a time.

26 “ ‘But the judgment will be set, and
they will take away his dominion, to con-
sume and to destroy it to the end.

27 The kingdom and the dominion, and
the greatness of the kingdoms under the
whole sky, will be given to the people of
the saints of theMost High. His kingdom is
aneverlastingkingdom, andall dominions
will serve and obey him.’

28 “Here is the end of the matter. As
for me, Daniel, my thoughts troubled me
greatly, and my face was changed in me;
but I kept thematter in my heart.”

8
1 In the third year of the reign of King

Belshazzar, a vision appeared to me, even
tome, Daniel, after thatwhich appeared to
me at the first.

2 I saw the vision. Now it was so, that
when I saw, I was in the citadel of Susa,
which is in the province of Elam. I saw in
the vision, and I was by the river Ulai.

3 Then I lifted up my eyes, and saw, and
behold, a ram which had two horns stood
before the river. The two horns were high;
but one was higher than the other, and the
higher came up last.

4 I saw the ram pushing westward,
northward, and southward. No animals
could stand before him. There wasn’t any-
one who could deliver out of his hand; but
he did according to his will, andmagnified
himself.

5 As I was considering, behold, a male
goat came from the west over the surface
of the whole earth, and didn’t touch the
ground. The goat had a notable horn be-
tween his eyes.

6 He came to the ram that had the two
horns, which I saw standing before the
river, and ran on him in the fury of his
power.

7 I saw him come close to the ram, and
hewasmovedwith anger against him, and
struck the ram, and broke his two horns.
There was no power in the ram to stand
before him; but he cast him down to the
ground, and trampled on him. There was
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noonewhocoulddeliver the ramoutofhis
hand.

8 The male goat magnified himself ex-
ceedingly. When he was strong, the great
horn was broken; and instead of it there
came up four notable horns toward the
four winds of the sky.

9 Out of one of them came out a little
horn, which grew exceedingly great, to-
ward the south, and toward the east, and
toward the glorious land.

10 It grew great, even to the army of the
sky; and it cast down someof the armyand
of the stars to the ground, and trampled on
them.

11 Yes, it magnified itself, even to the
prince of the army; and it took away from
him the continual burnt offering, and the
place of his sanctuary was cast down.

12The armywas given over to it together
with the continual burnt offering through
disobedience. It cast down truth to the
ground, and it did its pleasure and pros-
pered.

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking;
and another holy one said to that certain
one who spoke, “How long will the vision
about the continual burnt offering, and
the disobedience that makes desolate, to
give both the sanctuary and the army to be
trodden under foot be?”

14He said to me, “To two thousand and
three hundred evenings and mornings.
Then the sanctuary will be cleansed.”

15 When I, even I Daniel, had seen the
vision, I sought to understand it. Then
behold, there stood before me something
like the appearance of a man.

16 I heard a man’s voice between the
banks of the Ulai, which called, and said,
“Gabriel, make this man understand the
vision.”

17 So he came near where I stood; and
when he came, I was frightened, and fell
onmyface; buthe said tome, “Understand,
son of man; for the vision belongs to the
time of the end.”

18 Now as he was speaking with me, I
fell into a deep sleep with my face toward
the ground; but he touchedme, and setme
upright.

19Hesaid, “Behold, Iwillmakeyouknow
what will be in the latter time of the indig-
nation; for it belongs to the appointed time
of the end.

20 The ram which you saw, that had the
two horns, they are the kings ofMedia and
Persia.

21 The rough male goat is the king of
Greece. The great horn that is between his
eyes is the first king.

22 As for that which was broken, in the
place where four stood up, four kingdoms
will standupout of thenation, butnotwith
his power.

23 “In the latter time of their kingdom,
when the transgressors have come to the
full, a king of fierce face, and understand-
ing dark sentences, will stand up.

24 His power will be mighty, but not
by his own power. He will destroy awe-
somely, and will prosper in what he does.
He will destroy the mighty ones and the
holy people.

25Throughhis policyhewill causedeceit
to prosper in his hand. He will magnify
himself in his heart, and he will destroy
many in their security. He will also stand
upagainst theprinceofprinces; buthewill
be broken without human power.

26 “The vision of the evenings andmorn-
ings which has been told is true; but seal
up the vision, for it belongs to many days
to come.”

27 I, Daniel, fainted, and was sick for
some days. Then I rose up, and did the
king’s business. I wondered at the vision,
but no one understood it.

9
1 In the first year of Darius the son of

Ahasuerus, of the offspring of the Medes,
who was made king over the realm of the
Chaldeans,

2 in the first year of his reign I, Daniel,
understoodby thebooks thenumberof the
years about which Yahweh’s† word came
to Jeremiah the prophet, for the accom-
plishing of the desolations of Jerusalem,
even seventy years.

† 9:2 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations.
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3 I set my face to the Lord God, to seek
by prayer and petitions, with fasting in
sackcloth and ashes.

4 I prayed to Yahweh my God, and made
confession, and said,

“Oh, Lord, the great and dreadful God,
who keeps covenant and loving kind-
ness with those who love him and keep
his commandments,

5we have sinned, and have dealt per-
versely, and have donewickedly, and have
rebelled, even turning aside from your
precepts and from your ordinances.

6We haven’t listened to your servants
the prophets, who spoke in your name to
our kings, our princes, and our fathers,
and to all the people of the land.

7 “Lord, righteousness belongs to you,
but tous confusionof face, as it is today—
to the men of Judah, and to the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, who
are near, and who are far off, through
all the countries where you have driven
them, because of their trespass that they
have trespassed against you.

8Lord, to us belongs confusion of face,
to our kings, to our princes, and to our
fathers, because we have sinned against
you.

9 To the Lord our God belong mer-
cies and forgiveness; for we have rebelled
against him.

10 We haven’t obeyed Yahweh our
God’s voice, to walk in his laws, which he
set before us by his servants the prophets.

11 Yes, all Israel have transgressed
your law, turning aside, that theywouldn’t
obey your voice.

“Therefore the curse and the oath
written in the law of Moses the servant
of Godhas beenpoured out onus; forwe
have sinned against him.

12He has confirmed his words, which
he spokeagainst us, andagainst our judges
who judged us, by bringing on us a great
evil; for under the whole sky, such has not
been done as has been done to Jerusalem.

13 As it is written in the law of Moses,
all this evil has come on us. Yet we have
notentreated the favorofYahwehourGod,
that we should turn from our iniquities

and have discernment in your truth.
14 Therefore Yahweh has watched

over the evil, and brought it on us; for
Yahweh our God is righteous in all his
works which he does, and we have not
obeyed his voice.

15 “Now, Lord our God, who has
brought your people out of the land of
Egypt with a mighty hand, and have
gotten yourself renown, as it is today, we
have sinned. We have done wickedly.

16 Lord, according to all your righ-
teousness, please let your anger and your
wrath be turned away from your city
Jerusalem, your holy mountain, because
for our sins, and for the iniquities of our
fathers, Jerusalem and your people have
become a reproach to all who are around
us.

17 “Now therefore, our God, listen to
the prayer of your servant, and to his
petitions, and cause your face to shine
on your sanctuary that is desolate, for
the Lord’s sake.

18 My God, turn your ear and hear.
Open your eyes and see our desolations
and the city which is called by your name;
for we don’t present our petitions before
you for our righteousness, but for your
great mercies’ sake.

19 Lord, hear. Lord, forgive. Lord,
listen and do. Don’t defer, for your own
sake, my God, because your city and your
people are called by your name.”

20 While I was speaking, praying, and
confessing my sin and the sin of my peo-
ple Israel, and presenting my supplication
before YahwehmyGod for the holymoun-
tain of my God—

21 yes, while I was speaking in prayer,
the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the
vision at the beginning, being caused to fly
swiftly, touched me about the time of the
evening offering.

22He instructed me and talked with me,
and said, “Daniel, I have now come to give
you wisdom and understanding.

23At the beginning of your petitions the
commandment went out and I have come
to tell you, for you are greatly beloved.
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Therefore consider the matter and under-
stand the vision.

24 “Seventy weeks are decreed on your
people and on your holy city, to finish
disobedience, to put an end to sin, tomake
reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in ever-
lasting righteousness, to seal up vision and
prophecy, and to anoint themost holy.

25 “Know therefore and discern that
from the going out of the commandment
to restore and to build Jerusalem to the
Anointed One,‡ the prince, will be seven
weeks and sixty-twoweeks. It will be built
again with street and moat, even in trou-
bled times.

26 After the sixty-two weeks the
Anointed One§ will be cut off and will
have nothing. The people of the prince
who come will destroy the city and the
sanctuary. Its end will be with a flood, and
war will be even to the end. Desolations
are determined.

27 He will make a firm covenant with
many for one week. In the middle of the
week he will cause the sacrifice and the
offering to cease. On the wing of abomi-
nationswill comeonewhomakesdesolate.
Even to the full end that is decreed, wrath
will be poured out on the desolate.”

10
1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia

a revelationwas revealed toDaniel, whose
name was called Belteshazzar. The reve-
lation was true, even a great warfare. He
understood the revelation, andhadunder-
standing of the vision.

2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning
three whole weeks.

3 I ate no pleasant bread. No meat or
wine came into my mouth. I didn’t anoint
myself at all, until threewholeweekswere
fulfilled.

4 In the twenty-fourth day of the first
month, as I was by the side of the great
river, which is Hiddekel,

5 I lifted up my eyes and looked, and
behold, there was a man clothed in linen,
whose thighswere adornedwithpure gold
of Uphaz.

6 His body also was like beryl, and his
face like the appearance of lightning, and
his eyes like flaming torches. His arms and
his feet were like burnished bronze. The
voice of his words was like the voice of a
multitude.

7 I, Daniel, alone saw the vision; for the
men who were with me didn’t see the vi-
sion; but a great quaking fell on them, and
they fled to hide themselves.

8 So I was left alone, and saw this great
vision. No strength remained in me; for
my face grew deathly pale, and I retained
no strength.

9 Yet I heard the voice of his words.
When I heard the voice of his words, then
I fell into a deep sleep onmy face, withmy
face toward the ground.

10Behold, a hand touched me, which set
me on my knees and on the palms of my
hands.

11 He said to me, “Daniel, you greatly
beloved man, understand the words that
I speak to you. Stand upright, for I have
been sent to you, now.” When he had
spoken this word to me, I stood trembling.

12 Then he said to me, “Don’t be afraid,
Daniel; for from the first day that you set
your heart to understand, and to hum-
ble yourself before your God, your words
were heard. I have come for your words’
sake.

13 But the prince of the kingdom of Per-
sia withstood me twenty-one days; but,
behold, Michael, one of the chief princes,
came to helpme because I remained there
with the kings of Persia.

14Now I have come to make you under-
stand what will happen to your people in
the latter days; for the vision is yet for
many days.”

15 When he had spoken these words to
me, I set my face toward the ground, and
wasmute.

16Behold, one in the likeness of the sons
of men touched my lips. Then I opened
mymouth, and spoke and said to himwho
stoodbeforeme, “My lord, by reason of the
visionmysorrowshaveovertakenme, and
I retain no strength.

‡ 9:25 “Anointed One” can also be translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”). § 9:26 “Anointed One” can also be
translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”).
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17Forhowcan the servantofmy lord talk
with my lord? For as for me, immediately
there remained no strength in me. There
was no breath left in me.”

18Thenone like the appearance of aman
touched me again, and he strengthened
me.

19 He said, “Greatly beloved man, don’t
be afraid. Peace be to you. Be strong. Yes,
be strong.”
When he spoke to me, I was strength-

ened, and said, “Letmy lord speak; for you
have strengthenedme.”

20Thenhesaid, “DoyouknowwhyIhave
come to you? Now I will return to fight
with the prince of Persia. When I go out,
behold, the prince of Greece will come.

21 But I will tell you what is inscribed in
the writing of truth. There is no one who
supports me against these except Michael,
your prince.

11
1“As forme, in thefirst yearofDarius the

Mede, I stoodup to confirmandstrengthen
him.

2 “Now Iwill showyou the truth. Behold,
three more kings will stand up in Persia.
The fourth will be far richer than all of
them. When he has grown strong through
his riches, he will stir up all against the
realm of Greece.

3 A mighty king will stand up who will
rule with great dominion, and do accord-
ing to his will.

4 When he stands up, his kingdom will
be broken, and will be divided toward the
four winds of the sky, but not to his pos-
terity, nor according to his dominion with
which he ruled; for his kingdom will be
plucked up, even for others besides these.

5 “The king of the south will be strong.
One of his princes will become stronger
than him and have dominion. His domin-
ion will be a great dominion.

6At the end of years they will join them-
selves together. The daughter of the king
of the south will come to the king of the
north to make an agreement, but she will
not retain the strength of her arm. He will
also not stand, nor will his arm; but she
will be given up, with those who brought

her and he who became her father, and he
who strengthened her in those times.

7 “But out of a shoot from her roots one
will stand up in his place whowill come to
the army andwill enter into the fortress of
the king of the north, and will deal against
them andwill prevail.

8Hewill also carry their gods, with their
molten images and their precious vessels
of silver and of gold, captive into Egypt. He
will refrain someyears fromthekingof the
north.

9Hewill come into the realm of the king
of the south, buthewill return intohis own
land.

10 His sons will wage war and will as-
semble a multitude of great forces which
will keep coming and overflow and pass
through. They will return and wage war,
even to his fortress.

11 “The king of the south will be moved
with anger and will come out and fight
with him, even with the king of the north.
Hewill send out a greatmultitude, and the
multitude will be given into his hand.

12Themultitudewill be lifted up, andhis
heart will be exalted. He will cast down
tens of thousands, but he won’t prevail.

13 The king of the north will return, and
will send out a multitude greater than the
former. He will come on at the end of the
times, evenof years,with a great armyand
with abundant supplies.

14 “In those times many will stand up
against the king of the south. Also the chil-
dren of the violent among your peoplewill
lift themselves up to establish the vision;
but they will fall.

15 So the king of the north will come and
cast up a mound, and take a well-fortified
city. The forces of the south won’t stand,
neitherwill his chosen people, neitherwill
there be any strength to stand.

16 But he who comes against him will
do according to his own will, and no one
will stand before him. He will stand in the
glorious land, and destruction will be in
his hand.

17 He will set his face to come with the
strength of his whole kingdom, and with
him equitable conditions. Hewill perform
them. He will give him the daughter of



Daniel (Greek) 11:18 1000 Daniel (Greek) 11:40

women to corrupt her; but she will not
stand, and won’t be for him.

18 After this he will turn his face to the
islands, and will take many; but a prince
will cause the reproach offered by him to
cease. Yes, moreover, he will cause his
reproach to turn on him.

19 Then he will turn his face toward the
fortresses of his own land; but he will
stumble and fall, and won’t be found.

20 “Then one who will cause a tax collec-
tor to pass through the kingdom to main-
tain its glory will stand up in his place; but
within few days he shall be destroyed, not
in anger, and not in battle.

21 “In his place, a contemptible person
will stand up, to whom they had not given
thehonorof thekingdom; buthewill come
in time of security, and will obtain the
kingdom by flatteries.

22Theoverwhelming forceswill be over-
whelmed frombeforehim, andwill bebro-
ken. Yes, also the prince of the covenant.

23 After the treaty is made with him,
he will work deceitfully; for he will come
up, and will become strong with a small
people.

24 In time of security, he will come even
on the fattest places of the province. He
will do that which his fathers have not
done, nor his fathers’ fathers. He will
scatter among them prey, plunder, and
substance. Yes, he will devise his plans
against the strongholds, even for a time.

25 “He will stir up his power and his
courage against the king of the south with
a great army; and the king of the southwill
wage war in battle with an exceedingly
great andmightyarmy; buthewon’t stand,
for they will devise plans against him.

26Yes, thosewho eat of his delicacieswill
destroy him, and his army will be swept
away. Many will fall down slain.

27 As for both these kings, their hearts
will be to do mischief, and they will speak
lies at one table; but it won’t prosper, for
the end will still be at the appointed time.

28 Then he will return into his land with
great wealth. His heart will be against the
holy covenant. He will take action and
return to his own land.

29 “He will return at the appointed time
and come into the south; but it won’t be in
the latter time as it was in the former.

30 For ships of Kittim will come against
him. Therefore hewill be grieved, andwill
return, and have indignation against the
holycovenant, andwill takeaction. Hewill
even return, and have regard to thosewho
forsake the holy covenant.

31 “Forces will stand on his part and
they will profane the sanctuary, even the
fortress, and will take away the continual
burnt offering. Then they will set up the
abomination that makes desolate.

32Hewill corrupt thosewhodowickedly
against the covenant by flatteries; but the
people who know their God will be strong
and take action.

33“Thosewhoarewiseamong thepeople
will instruct many; yet they will fall by the
sword and by flame, by captivity and by
plunder, many days.

34 Now when they fall, they will be
helpedwith a little help; butmanywill join
themselves to themwith flatteries.

35 Some of those who are wise will fall,
to refine them, and to purify, and to make
them white, even to the time of the end;
because it is yet for the appointed time.

36 “The king will do according to his
will. He will exalt himself, and magnify
himself above every god, and will speak
marvelous things against the God of gods.
He will prosper until the indignation is
accomplished; for what is determinedwill
be done.

37Hewon’t regard thegodsofhis fathers,
or the desire of women, or regard any god;
for he will magnify himself above all.

38 But in his place he will honor the god
of fortresses. He will honor a god whom
his fathers didn’t know with gold, silver,
precious stones, and pleasant things.

39 He will deal with the strongest
fortresses by the help of a foreign god.
He will increase with glory whoever
acknowledges him. He will cause them to
rule over many, and will divide the land
for a price.

40 “At the time of the end, the king of the
south will contend with him; and the king



Daniel (Greek) 11:41 1001 Daniel (Greek) 13:4

of the north will come against him like a
whirlwind, with chariots, with horsemen,
and with many ships. He will enter into
the countries, and will overflow and pass
through.

41 He will enter also into the glorious
land, and many countries will be over-
thrown; but these will be delivered out of
his hand: Edom,Moab, and the chief of the
children of Ammon.

42 He will also stretch out his hand
against the countries. The land of Egypt
won’t escape.

43 But he will have power over the trea-
sures of gold and of silver, and over all the
precious things of Egypt. The Libyans and
the Ethiopians will be at his steps.

44But news out of the east and out of the
north will trouble him; and he will go out
with great fury to destroy and utterly to
sweep awaymany.

45Hewill plant the tents of his palace be-
tween the sea and the glorious holymoun-
tain; yethewill come tohis end, andnoone
will help him.

12
1 “At that timeMichael will stand up, the

great princewho stands for the children of
your people. There will be a time of trou-
ble, such as never was since there was a
nationeven to that same time. At that time,
your people will be delivered—everyone
who is foundwritten in the book.

2Many of those who sleep in the dust of
the earth will awake, some to everlasting
life, and some to shame and everlasting
contempt.

3 Those who are wise will shine as the
brightness of the expanse. Thosewho turn
many to righteousness will shine like the
stars forever and ever.

4 But you, Daniel, shut up the words
and seal the book, even to the time of the
end. Many will run back and forth, and
knowledge will be increased.”

5Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two
others stood, one on the river bank on this

side, and the other on the river bank on
that side.

6 One said to the man clothed in linen,
who was above the waters of the river,
“How long will it be to the end of these
wonders?”

7 I heard the man clothed in linen, who
was above the waters of the river, when
he held up his right hand and his left hand
to heaven, and swore by him who lives
forever that it will be for a time, times,
and a half; and when they have finished
breaking in pieces the power of the holy
people, all these things will be finished.

8 I heard, but I didn’t understand. Then I
said, “My lord, whatwill be the outcome of
these things?”

9He said, “Go your way, Daniel; for the
wordsare shutupandsealeduntil the time
of the end.

10 Many will purify themselves, make
themselves white, and be refined; but the
wicked will do wickedly. None of the
wickedwill understand; but thosewhoare
wise will understand.

11 “From the time that the continual
burnt offering is taken away and the
abomination that makes desolate set up,
there will be one thousand two hundred
ninety days.

12 Blessed is he who waits and comes
to the one thousand three hundred thirty-
five days.

13 “But go yourwayuntil the end; for you
will rest andwill stand in your inheritance
at the end of the days.”

13
THEHISTORYOF SUSANNA

1 †Aman lived in Babylon, and his name
was Joakim.

2 He took a wife, whose name was Su-
sanna, the daughter of Helkias, a very fair
woman, and one who feared the Lord.

3 Her parents were also righteous, and
taught their daughter according to the law
of Moses.

4Now Joakim was a great rich man, and
had a beautiful garden next to his house.

† 13:1 The History of Susanna is translated from chapter 13 of Daniel in the Greek Septuagint. It is not found in the
traditional Hebrew text ofDaniel. TheHistory of Susanna is recognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches.
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The Jews used to come to him, because he
wasmore honorable than all others.

5 The same year, two of the elders of
the people were appointed to be judges,
such as the Lord spoke of, that wickedness
came from Babylon from elders whowere
judges, who were supposed to govern the
people.

6Thesewere often at Joakim’s house. All
that had any lawsuits came to them.

7 When the people departed away at
noon, Susanna went into her husband’s
garden to walk.

8 The two elders saw her going in every
day and walking; and they were inflamed
with lust for her.

9 They perverted their own mind and
turned away their eyes, that they might
not look to heaven, nor remember just
judgments.

10 And although they both were
wounded with lust for her, yet dared not
show the other his grief.

11 For they were ashamed to declare
their lust, what they desired to dowith her.

12 Yet they watched eagerly from day to
day to see her.

13 The one said to the other, “Let’s go
home, now; for it is dinner time.”

14 So when they had gone out, they
parted company, and turning back again,
they came to the same place. After they
had asked one another the cause, they
acknowledged their lust. Then they ap-
pointed a time both together, when they
might find her alone.

15 It happened, as they watched on an
opportune day, she went in as before with
only two maids, and she desired to wash
herself in the garden; for it was hot.

16 There was nobody there except the
two elders who had hid themselves and
watched her.

17Then she said to her maids, “Bring me
oliveoil andointment, and shut thegarden
doors, that I may washmyself.”

18 They did as she asked them and shut
thegardendoors, andwentout themselves
at the sidedoors to fetch the things that she
had commanded them. They didn’t see the
elders, because they were hidden.

19Nowwhen themaidshadgoneout, the
two elders rose up and ran to her, saying,

20 “Behold, the garden doors are shut,
that no man can see us, and we are in love
with you. Therefore consent to us, and lie
with us.

21 If you will not, we will testify against
you, that a youngmanwaswithyou; there-
fore you sent yourmaids away from you.”

22 Then Susanna sighed, and said, “I am
trapped; for if I do this thing, it is death
to me. If I don’t do it, I can’t escape your
hands.

23 It is better for me to fall into your
hands, and not do it, than to sin in the sight
of the Lord.”

24 With that Susanna cried with a loud
voice; and the two elders cried out against
her.

25 Then one of them ran and opened the
garden doors.

26 So when the servants of the house
heard the cry in the garden, they rushed in
at the side door to see what had happened
to her.

27 But when the elders had told their
tale, the servants were greatly ashamed;
for there was never such a report made of
Susanna.

28 It came to pass on the next day,
when the people assembled to her hus-
band Joakim, the two elders came full of
their wicked intent against Susanna to put
her to death,

29 and said before the people, “Send for
Susanna, the daughter ofHelkias, Joakim’s
wife.” So they sent;

30 and she came with her father and
mother, her children, and all her kindred.

31 Now Susanna was a very delicate
woman, and beautiful to behold.

32These wickedmen commanded her to
be unveiled, for she was veiled, that they
might be filled with her beauty.

33Therefore her friends and all who saw
her wept.

34 Then the two elders stood up in the
midst of the people and laid their hands
upon her head.

35 She, weeping, looked up toward
heaven; for her heart trusted in the Lord.

36 The elders said, “As we walked in the
garden alone, this woman came in with
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twomaids, shut the gardendoors, and sent
themaids away.

37 Then a young man who was hidden
there came to her and lay with her.

38 And we, being in a corner of the gar-
den, saw this wickedness and ran to them.

39 And when we saw them together, we
couldn’t hold theman; for hewas stronger
thanwe, andopened thedoors, and leaped
out.

40 But having taken this woman, we
asked who the young man was, but she
would not tell us. We testify these things.

41 Then the assembly believed them, as
those who were elders of the people and
judges; so they condemned her to death.

42 Then Susanna cried out with a loud
voice, and said, “O everlasting God, you
know the secrets, and know all things be-
fore they happen.

43 You know that they have testified
falsely againstme. Behold, Imust die, even
though I never did such things as these
men have maliciously invented against
me.”

44The Lord heard her voice.
45 Therefore when she was led away to

be put to death, God raised up the holy
spirit of a young youth, whose name was
Daniel.

46He cried with a loud voice, “I am clear
from the blood of this woman!”

47 Then all the people turned them to-
ward him, and said, “What do these words
that you have spokenmean?”

48 So he, standing in the midst of them,
said, “Are you all such fools, you sons of
Israel, thatwithout examination or knowl-
edge of the truth you have condemned a
daughter of Israel?

49Return again to the place of judgment;
for these have testified falsely against her.”

50 Therefore all the people turned again
in haste, and the elders said to him, “Come,
sit down among us, and show it to us,
seeing God has given you the honor of an
elder.”

51 Then Daniel said to them, “Put them
far apart from each another, and I will
examine them.”

52Sowhen theywere put apart one from
another, he called one of them, and said

to him, “O you who have become old in
wickedness, now your sins have returned
which you have committed before,

53 in pronouncing unjust judgment, con-
demning the innocent, and letting the
guilty go free; although the Lord says, ‘You
shall not kill the innocent and righteous.’

54 Now then, if you saw her, tell me,
underwhich tree did you see them compa-
nying together?”
He answered, “Under amastick tree.”
55 And Daniel said, “You have certainly

lied against your own head; for even now
the angel of God has received the sentence
of God andwill cut you in two.”

56 So he put him aside, and commanded
to bring the other, and said to him, “O you
seed of Canaan, and not of Judah, beauty
has deceived you, and lust has perverted
your heart.

57 Thus you have dealt with the daugh-
ters of Israel, and they for fear were inti-
mate with you; but the daughter of Judah
would not tolerate your wickedness.

58 Now therefore tell me, under which
tree did you take them being intimate to-
gether?”
He answered, “Under an evergreen oak

tree.”
59 Then Daniel said to him, “You have

also certainly lied against your own head;
for theangelofGodwaitswith the sword to
cut you in two, that hemay destroy you.”

60 With that, all the assembly cried out
with a loud voice, and blessed God, who
saves those who hope in him.

61Then theyaroseagainst the twoelders,
for Daniel had convicted them of false tes-
timony out of their ownmouth.

62According to the law ofMoses they did
to themwhat theymaliciously intended to
do to their neighbor. They put them to
death, and the innocent blood was saved
the same day.

63ThereforeHelkiasandhiswifepraised
God for their daughter Susanna, with
Joakim her husband, and all the kindred,
because there was no dishonesty found in
her.

64And from that day forth, Daniel had a
great reputation in the sight of the people.
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14
Bel and the Dragon

1 †King Astyages was gathered to his fa-
thers, and Cyrus the Persian received his
kingdom.

2 Daniel lived with the king, and was
honored above all his friends.

3Now theBabylonians had an idol called
Bel, and every day twelve great measures
of fine flour, forty sheep, and six firkins‡ of
wine were spent on it.

4 The king honored it and went daily to
worship it; but Daniel worshiped his own
God. The king said to him, “Why don’t you
worship Bel?”

5He said, “Because Imaynot honor idols
made with hands, but only the living God,
whohas created the sky and the earth, and
has sovereignty over all flesh.”

6 Then the king said to him, “Don’t you
think that Bel is a living god? Don’t you see
howmuch he eats and drinks every day?”

7ThenDaniel laughed, and said, “Oking,
don’t be deceived; for this is just clay in-
side, and brass outside, and never ate or
drank anything.”

8 So the king was angry, and called for
his priests, and said to them, “If you don’t
tell me who this is who devours these ex-
penses, you shall die.

9But if youcanshowme thatBel devours
them, then Daniel shall die; for he has
spoken blasphemy against Bel.”
Daniel said to the king, “Let it be accord-

ing to your word.”
10Now therewere seventy priests of Bel,

besides their wives and children. The king
went with Daniel into Bel’s temple.

11 So Bel’s priests said, “Behold, we will
leave; but you, O king, set out the food, and
mix the wine and set it out, shut the door
securely, and seal it with your own signet.

12When you come in themorning, if you
don’t find that Bel has eaten everything,
we will suffer death, or else Daniel, who
speaks falsely against us.”

13 They weren’t concerned, for under
the table they hadmade a secret entrance,
by which they entered in continually, and
consumed those things.

14 It happened, when they had gone out,
the king set the food before Bel. Now
Daniel had commanded his servants to
bring ashes, and they scattered them all
over the temple in the presence of the king
alone. Then they went out, shut the door,
sealed it with the king’s signet, and so de-
parted.

15Nowin thenight, thepriests camewith
their wives and children, as they usually
did, and ate and drank it all.

16 In the morning, the king arose, and
Daniel with him.

17 The king said, “Daniel, are the seals
whole?”
He said, “Yes, O king, they are whole.”
18 And as soon as he had opened the

door, the king looked at the table, and cried
witha loudvoice, “Youaregreat, OBel, and
with you is no deceit at all!”

19 Then Daniel laughed, and held the
king that he should not go in, and said,
“Behold now the pavement, andmarkwell
whose footsteps these are.”

20 The king said, “I see the footsteps of
men,women, andchildren.” Then theking
was angry,

21 and took the priests with their wives
and children, who showed him the secret
doors, where they came in and consumed
the things that were on the table.

22 Therefore the king killed them, and
delivered Bel into Daniel’s power, who
overthrew it and its temple.

23 In that same place there was a great
dragon which the people of Babylon wor-
shiped.

24The king said to Daniel, “Will you also
say that this is of brass? Behold, he lives,
eats and drinks. You can’t say that he is no
living god. Therefore worship him.”

25 Then Daniel said, “I will worship the
Lordmy God; for he is a living God.

† 14:1 Bel and the Dragon is translated from chapter 14 of Daniel in the Greek Septuagint. It is not found in the
traditional Hebrew text of Daniel. Bel and the Dragon is recognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches. ‡ 14:3 a firkin is about 41 liters or 11 gallons.
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26But allowme, Oking, and Iwill kill this
dragonwithout sword or staff.”
The king said, “I allow you.”
27 Then Daniel took pitch, fat, and hair,

and melted them together, and made
lumps of them. He put these in the
dragon’s mouth, so the dragon ate and
burst apart. Daniel said, “Behold, these are
the gods you all worship.”

28 When the people of Babylon heard
that, they took great indignation, and con-
spired against the king, saying, “The king
has become a Jew. He has pulled downBel,
slain the dragon, and put the priests to the
sword.”

29So they came to theking, and said, “De-
liver Daniel to us, or else we will destroy
you and your house.”

30 Now when the king saw that they
trapped him, being constrained, the king
delivered Daniel to them.

31 They cast him into the lion’s den,
where he was six days.

32Therewere seven lions in the den, and
they had been giving them two carcasses
and two sheep every day, which thenwere
not given to them, intending that they
would devour Daniel.

33 Now there was in Jewry the prophet
Habakkuk,§ who had made stew, and had
broken bread into a bowl. He was going
into the field to bring it to the reapers.

34 But the angel of the Lord said to
Habakkuk, “Go carry the dinner that you
have into Babylon to Daniel, in the lions’
den.”

35 Habakkuk said, “Lord, I never saw
Babylon. I don’t knowwhere the den is.”

36Then the angel of the Lord took himby
the crown, and lifted him up by the hair of
his head, and with the blast of his breath
set him in Babylon over the den.

37 Habakkuk cried, saying, “O Daniel,
Daniel, take the dinnerwhichGodhas sent
you.”

38 Daniel said, “You have remembered
me, O God! You haven’t forsaken those
who love you!”

39 So Daniel arose and ate; and the an-
gel of God set Habakkuk in his own place
again immediately.

40 On the seventh day, the king came to
mourn for Daniel. When he came to the
den, he looked in, and, behold, Daniel was
sitting.

41 Then the king cried with a loud voice,
saying, “Great are you, O Lord, you God
of Daniel, and there is none other beside
you!”

42Sohedrewhimout, andcast those that
were the cause of his destruction into the
den; and theywere devoured in amoment
before his face.

§ 14:33 Gr. Ambakoum.
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TheWisdom of Solomon
TheWisdomof Solomon is recognized as

Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Or-
thodox Churches.

1
1 Love righteousness, all you who are

judges of the earth.
Think of the Lord†with a goodmind.

Seek him in singleness of heart,
2 because he is found by those who
don’t put him to the test,

and is manifested to those who trust
him.

3 for crooked thoughts separate from God.
His Power convicts when it is tested,
and exposes the foolish;

4becausewisdomwill not enter into a soul
that devises evil,

nor dwell in a body that is enslaved by
sin.

5 For a holy spirit of discipline will flee
deceit,

andwill depart from thoughts that are
without understanding,

and will be ashamed when unrigh-
teousness has come in.

6For‡wisdom is a spirit who loves man,
and she will not hold a§ blasphemer
guiltless for his lips,

because God is witness of his inmost
self,

and is a true overseer of his heart,
and a hearer of his tongue.

7 Because the spirit of the Lord has filled†
the world,

and that which holds all things to-
gether knows what is said.

8Therefore no onewhoutters unrighteous
things will be unseen;

neither will Justice, when it convicts,
pass him by.

9 For in his counsels the ungodly will be
searched out,

and the sound of his words will come
to the Lord to bring his lawless
deeds to conviction;

10because a jealous ear listens to all things,
and the noise of murmurings is not
hidden.

11 Beware then of unprofitable murmur-
ing,

and keep your tongue from slander;
because no secret utterance will go on
its way void,

and a lyingmouth destroys a soul.
12 Don’t court death in the error of your

life.
Don’t draw destruction upon your-
selves by the works of your hands;

13because God didn’t make death,
neither does he delight when the liv-
ing perish.

14For he created all things that they might
have being.

The generative powers of the world
are wholesome,

and there is no poison of destruction
in them,

nor has Hades‡ royal dominion upon
earth;

15 for righteousness is immortal,
16but ungodlymenby their hands and
their words summon death;

deeming him a friend they§ pined
away.

Theymade a covenant with him,
because they are worthy to belong
with him.

2
1 For they said† within themselves, with

unsound reasoning,
“Our life is short and sorrowful.
There is nohealingwhenamancomes
to his end,

and no onewas ever knownwho‡was
released fromHades.

2Because wewere born bymere chance,
and hereafter wewill be as thoughwe
had never been,

because the breath in our nostrils is
smoke,

† 1:1Gr. in goodness. ‡ 1:6 Some authorities read the spirit ofwisdom is loving toman. § 1:6Or, reviler † 1:7
Gr. the inhabited earth. ‡ 1:14 Or, a royal house § 1:16 Or,were consumedwith love of him † 2:1 Or, among
‡ 2:1Or, returned out of Hades
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and reason is a spark kindled by the
beating of our heart,

3which being extinguished, the body will
be turned into ashes,

and the spirit will be dispersed as thin
air.

4Our namewill be forgotten in time.
No one will remember our works.
Our life will pass away as the traces of
a cloud,

and will be scattered as is a mist,
when it is chased by the rays of the
sun,

and§ overcome by its heat.
5 For our allotted time is the passing of a

shadow,
and our end doesn’t retreat,
because it is securely sealed, and no
one† turns it back.

6 “Come therefore and let’s enjoy the good
things that exist.

Let’s use the creation earnestly as in
our youth.

7 Let’s fill ourselves with costly wine and
perfumes,

and let no spring flower pass us by.
8 Let’s crown ourselves with rosebuds be-

fore they wither.
9Let none of us gowithout his share in our

proud revelry.
Let’s leave tokens of mirth every-
where,

because this is our portion, and this is
our lot.

10Let’s oppress the righteous poor.
Let’s not spare the widow,
nor regard the gray hair of the old
man.

11But let our strengthbea lawof righteous-
ness;

for that which is weak is proven use-
less.

12But let’s lie inwait for the righteousman,
because he annoys us,
is contrary to our works,
reproaches us with sins against the
law,

and charges us with sins against our
training.

13He professes to have knowledge of God,

and calls himself a child of the Lord.
14 He became to us a reproof of our

thoughts.
15He is grievous to us even to look at,

because his life is unlike other men’s,
and his paths are strange.

16We were regarded by him as something
worthless,

andheabstains fromourwaysas from
uncleanness.

He calls the latter end of the righteous
happy.

He boasts that God is his father.
17Let’s see if his words are true.

Let’s test what will happen at the end
of his life.

18 For if the righteous man is God’s son, he
will uphold him,

andhewill deliverhimout of thehand
of his adversaries.

19Let’s test himwith insult and torture,
that wemay find out how gentle he is,
and test his patience.

20Let’s condemn him to a shameful death,
for he will be protected, according to
his words.”

21 Thus they reasoned, and they were led
astray;

for their wickedness blinded them,
22 and they didn’t know the mysteries of

God,
neither did they hope for wages of
holiness,

nor did they discern that there is a
prize for blameless souls.

23 Because God created man for incorrup-
tion,

and made him an image of his own
everlastingness;

24 but death entered into the world by the
envy of the devil,

and those who belong to him experi-
ence it.

3
1 But the souls of the righteous are in the

hand of God,
and no torment will touch them.

2 In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to
have died.

§ 2:4 Gr. weighed down. † 2:5Or, comes again
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Their departure was considered a dis-
aster,

3and their travel away from us ruin,
but they are in peace.

4 For even if in the sight of men they are
punished,

their hope is full of immortality.
5Havingbornea little chastening, theywill

receive great good;
because God tested them, and found
themworthy of himself.

6He tested them like gold in the furnace,
and he accepted them as a whole
burnt offering.

7 In the time of their visitation they will
shine.

They will run back and forth like
sparks among stubble.

8They will judge nations and have domin-
ion over peoples.

The Lordwill reign over them forever.
9Thosewho trust himwill understand
truth.

The faithful will live with him in love,
because grace and mercy are with his
chosen ones.

10But theungodlywill bepunishedevenas
their reasoning deserves,

those who neglected righteousness
and revolted from the Lord;

11 for he who despises wisdom and
discipline is miserable.

Their hope is void and their toils unprof-
itable.

Their works are useless.
12 Their wives are foolish and their chil-

dren are wicked.
13Their descendants are cursed.

For the barren woman who is undefiled is
happy,

she who has not conceived in trans-
gression.

She will have fruit when God exam-
ines souls.

14 So is the eunuch which has done no
lawless deed with his hands,

nor imagined wicked things against
the Lord;

for a precious gift will be given to him for
his faithfulness,

and a delightful inheritance in the
Lord’s sanctuary.

15 For good labors have fruit of great
renown.

The root of understanding can’t fail.
16But children of adulterers will not come

tomaturity.
The seed of an unlawful union will
vanish away.

17 For if they live long, they will not be
esteemed,

and in the end, their old age will be
without honor.

18 If theydie young, theywill havenohope,
nor consolation in the day of judg-
ment.

19 For the end of an unrighteous genera-
tion is always grievous.

4
1 It is better to be childless with virtue,

for immortality is in the memory of
virtue,

because it is recognized both before
God and before men.

2When it is present, people imitate it.
They long after it when it has de-
parted.

Throughout all time it marches, crowned
in triumph,

victorious in the competition for the
prizes that are undefiled.

3But the multiplying brood of the ungodly
will be of no profit,

and their illegitimate offshoots won’t
take deep root,

nor will they establish a sure hold.
4For even if they growbranches andflour-

ish for a season,
standing unsure, they will be shaken
by the wind.

They will be uprooted by the violence
of winds.

5 Their branches will be broken off before
they come tomaturity.

Their fruit will be useless,
never ripe to eat, and fit for nothing.

6 For unlawfully conceived children are
witnesses of wickedness

against parentswhen they are investi-
gated.

7 But a righteous man, even if he dies be-
fore his time, will be at rest.
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8 For honorable old age is not that which
stands in length of time,

nor is its measure given by number of
years,

9 but understanding is gray hair to
men,

and an unspotted life is ripe old age.
10Being found well-pleasing to God, some-

one was loved.
While living among sinners he was
transported.

11 He was caught away, lest evil should
change his understanding,

or guile deceive his soul.
12 For the fascination of wickedness ob-

scures the things which are good,
and the whirl of desire perverts an
innocent mind.

13Beingmade perfect quickly,
he filled a long time;
14 for his soulwas pleasing to the Lord.
Therefore he hurried out of the midst
of wickedness.

15 But the peoples saw and didn’t under-
stand,

not considering this, that grace and
mercy are with his chosen,

and that he visits his holy ones;
16 but a righteous man who is dead will

condemn the ungodly who are liv-
ing,

and youth who is quickly perfected
will condemn the many years of an
unrighteous man’s old age.

17 For the ungodly will see a wise man’s
end,

and won’t understand what the Lord
planned for him,

and why he safely kept him.
18They will see, and they will despise;

but the Lord will laugh them to scorn.
After this, they will become a dishonored

carcass
and a reproach among the dead for-
ever;

19because he will dash them speechless to
the ground,

and will shake them from the founda-
tions.

They will lie utterly waste.
They will be in anguish

and their memory will perish.

20 They will come with coward fear when
their sins are counted.

Their lawless deeds will convict them
to their face.

5
1 Then the righteous man will stand in

great boldness
before the face of those who afflicted
him,

and those who make his labors of no
account.

2When they see him, they will be troubled
with terrible fear,

and will be amazed at the marvel of
salvation.

3 They will speak among themselves re-
penting,

and for distress of spirit they will
groan,

“This was hewhomwe used to hold in
derision,

as a parable of reproach.
4We fools considered his life madness,

and his end without honor.
5Howwas he counted among sons of God?

How is his lot among saints?
6 Truly we went astray from the way of

truth.
The light of righteousness didn’t shine
for us.

The sun didn’t rise for us.
7We† took our fill of the paths of lawless-

ness and destruction.
We traveled through trackless deserts,
but we didn’t know the Lord’s way.

8What did our arrogance profit us?
What good have riches and boasting
brought us?

9Those things all passedawayas a shadow,
like a rumor that runs by,
10 like a ship passing through the bil-
lowywater,

which, when it has gone by, there is no
trace to be found,

no pathway of its keel in the waves.
11Or it is like when a bird flies through the

air,
no evidence of its passage is found,

† 5:7 See Proverbs 14:14.
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but the light wind, lashed with the
stroke of its pinions,

and torn apart with the violent rush
of the moving wings, is passed
through.

Afterwards no sign of its coming re-
mains.

12 Or it is like when an arrow is shot at a
mark,

the air it divided closes up again im-
mediately,

so that men don’t know where it
passed through.

13 So we also, as soon as we were born,
ceased to be;

and we had no sign of virtue to show,
but we were utterly consumed in our
wickedness.”

14Because the hope of the ungodly man is
like chaff carried by the wind,

and‡ as§ foamvanishing before a tem-
pest;

and is scattered like smoke by the
wind,

and passes by as the remembrance of
a guest who stays just a day.

15But the righteous live forever.
Their reward is in the Lord,
and the care for them with the Most
High.

16Therefore theywill receive the crown of
royal dignity

and the diadem of beauty from the
Lord’s hand,

because he will cover them with his right
hand,

and he will shield themwith his arm.
17Hewill take his zeal as complete armor,

and will make the whole creation his
weapons to punish his enemies:

18Hewill put on righteousness as a breast-
plate,

andwill wear impartial judgment as a
helmet.

19 He will take holiness as an invincible
shield.

20 He will sharpen stern wrath for a
sword.

The universe will go with him to fight
against his frenzied foes.

21Shafts of lightningwill flywith true aim.
They will leap to the mark from the
clouds, as from awell-drawn bow.

22Hailstones full ofwrathwill be hurled as
from a catapult.

The water of the sea will be angered
against them.

Rivers will sternly overwhelm them.
23Amighty wind will encounter them.

It will winnow them away like a tem-
pest.

So lawlessness will make all the land deso-
late.

Their evil-doing will overturn the
thrones of princes.

6
1 Hear therefore, you kings, and under-

stand.
Learn, you judges of the ends of the
earth.

2Give ear, you rulerswhohavedomin-
ion over many people,

andmake your boast† inmultitudes of
nations,

3because your dominion was given to you
from the Lord,

and your sovereignty from the Most
High.

He will search out your works,
and will inquire about your plans,

4 because being officers of his kingdom,
you didn’t judge rightly,

nor did you keep the law,
nor did you walk according to God’s
counsel.

5 He will come upon you awfully and
swiftly,

because a stern judgment comes on
those who are in high places.

6 For the man of low estate may be par-
doned inmercy,

but mighty men will be mightily
tested.

7 For the Sovereign Lord of all will not be
impressed with anyone,

neither will he show deference to
greatness;

‡ 5:14 Gr. like foam chased to thinness: or, as thin foam chased. § 5:14 Most Greek authorities read hoar frost:
some authorities, perhaps rightly, a spider’s web. † 6:2Or, in themultitudes of your nations
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because it is he who made both small and
great,

and cares about them all;
8but the scrutiny that comesupon thepow-

erful is strict.
9 Therefore, my words are to you, O

princes,
that you may learn wisdom and not
fall away.

10 For those who have kept the things that
are holy in holiness will be made
holy.

Thosewhohavebeen taught themwill
find what to say in defense.

11Therefore set your desire onmywords.
Long for them, and youprinceswill be
instructed.

12 Wisdom is radiant and doesn’t fade
away;

and is easily seen by those who love
her,

and found by those who seek her.
13 She anticipates those who desire her,

making herself known.
14He who rises up early to seek her won’t

have difficulty,
for he will find her sitting at his gates.
15For to thinkuponher is perfectionof
understanding,

and he who watches for her will
quickly be free from care;

16 because she herself goes around, seek-
ing those who are worthy of her,

and in their paths she appears to them
graciously,

and in every purpose shemeets them.
17 For her true beginning is desire for in-

struction;
and desire for instruction is love.

18And love is observance of her laws.
To give heed to her laws confirms im-
mortality.

19 Immortality brings closeness to God.
20So then desire forwisdompromotes
to a kingdom.

21 If therefore you delight in thrones and
sceptres, you princes of peoples,

honorwisdom, that youmayreign for-
ever.

22 But what wisdom is, and how she came
into being, I will declare.

I won’t hide mysteries from you;
but I will explore from her first begin-
ning,

bring the knowledge of her into clear
light,

and I will not pass by the truth.
23 Indeed, I won’t travel with consuming

envy,
because envy will have no fellowship
with wisdom.

24But a multitude of wise men is salvation
to the world,

and an understanding king is stability
for his people.

25 Therefore be instructed by my words,
and you will profit.

7
1 I myself am also† mortal, like everyone

else,
and am a descendant of one formed
first and born of the earth.

2 I molded into flesh in the time of ten
months inmymother’s womb,

being compacted in blood from the
seed of man and pleasure of mar-
riage.

3 I also, when I was born, drew in the
common air,

and fell upon the kindred earth,
uttering, like all, for my first voice, the

same cry.
4 I was nursed with care in swaddling

clothes.
5For no king had a different beginning,

6 but all men have one entrance into
life, and a common departure.

7 For this cause I prayed, and understand-
ing was given to me.

I asked, and a spirit ofwisdomcame to
me.

8 I preferred her before sceptres and
thrones.

I considered riches nothing in com-
parison to her.

9 Neither did I liken to her any priceless
gem,

because all gold in her presence is a
little sand,

† 7:1Many authorities read amortal man.
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and silver will be considered as clay
before her.

10 I loved hermore thanhealth andbeauty,
and I chose to have her rather than
light,

because her bright shining is never
laid to sleep.

11All good things came tomewith her,
and innumerable riches are in her
hands.

12 And I rejoiced over them all because
wisdom leads them;

although I didn’t know that she was
their mother.

13As I learnedwithout guile, I impartwith-
out grudging.

I don’t hide her riches.
14For she is a treasure formen that doesn’t

fail,
and thosewhouse it obtain friendship
with God,

commended by the gifts which they
present through discipline.

15 But may God grant that I may speak his
judgment,

and to conceive thoughts worthy of
what has been givenme;

because he is one who guides even
wisdom andwho corrects the wise.

16 For both we and our words are in his
hand,

with all understanding and skill in
various crafts.

17 For he himself gave me an unerring
knowledge of the things that are,

to know the structure of the universe
and the operation of the elements;

18 the beginning, end, and middle of
times;

the alternations of the solstices and
the changes of seasons;

19 the circuits of years and the posi-
tions of stars;

20 the natures of living creatures and
the raging of wild beasts;

the violence of‡ winds and the
thoughts of men;

the diversities of plants and the
virtues of roots.

21All things that are either secret or mani-
fest I learned,

22 for wisdom, that is the architect of
all things, taught me.

For there is in her a spirit that is quick to
understand, holy,

unique, manifold, subtle, freely mov-
ing, clear in utterance, unpolluted,

distinct, invulnerable, loving what is
good, keen, unhindered,

23 beneficent, loving toward man,
steadfast, sure, free from care, all-
powerful, all-surveying,

and penetrating through all spirits
that are quick to understand, pure,
most subtle.

24 For wisdom is more mobile than any
motion.

Yes, she pervades and penetrates all
things by reason of her purity.

25For she is a breath of the power of God,
and a pure emanation of the glory of
the Almighty.

Therefore nothing defiled can find en-
trance into her.

26For she is a reflectionof everlasting light,
an unspottedmirror of theworking of
God,

and an image of his goodness.
27Although she is one, she has power to do

all things.
Remaining in herself, she renews all
things.

From generation to generation passing
into holy souls,

she makes friends of God and
prophets.

28 For God loves nothing as much as
one who dwells with wisdom.

29For she is fairer than the sun,
and above all the constellations of the
stars.

She is better than light.
30For daylight yields to night,

but evil does not prevail against wis-
dom.

8
1But she reaches fromone end to the other

with full strength,
and orders all things well.

2 I lovedherandsoughther frommyyouth.
‡ 7:20Or, spirits



Wisdom of Solomon 8:3 1013 Wisdom of Solomon 9:3

I sought to take her for my bride.
I became enamoured by her beauty.

3 She glorifies her noble birth by living
with God.

The Sovereign Lord of all loves her.
4 For she is initiated into the knowledge of

God,
and she chooses his works.

5 But if riches are a desired possession in
life,

what is richer than wisdom, which
makes all things?

6And if understanding is effective,
who more than† wisdom is an archi-
tect of the things that exist?

7 If a man loves righteousness,
the fruits of wisdom’s labor‡ are
virtues,

for she teaches soberness, un-
derstanding, righteousness, and
courage.

There is nothing in life more prof-
itable for people than these.

8And if anyone longs for wide experience,
she knows the things of old, and infers
the things to come.

She understands subtleties of
speeches and interpretations of
dark sayings.

She foresees signs and wonders, and
the issues of seasons and times.

9Therefore I determined to take her to live
withme,

knowing that she is one who would
give me good counsel,

and encourageme in cares and grief.
10 Because of her, I will have glory among

multitudes,
and honor in the sight of elders,
though I am young.

11 I will be found keen when I give judg-
ment.

I will be admired in the presence of
rulers.

12When I am silent, they will wait for me.
When I open my lips, they will heed
what I say.

If I continue speaking, they will put
their hands on their mouths.

13Because of her, I will have immortality,

and leave behind an eternal memory
to those who come after me.

14 I will govern peoples.
Nations will be subjected to me.

15 Dreaded monarchs will fear me when
they hear of me.

Among the people, I will show myself
to be good, and courageous in war.

16When I come into my house, I will find
rest with her.

For conversation with her has no bit-
terness,

and living with her has no pain, but
gladness and joy.

17 When I considered these things in my-
self,

and thought in my heart how immor-
tality is in kinship to wisdom,

18and in her friendship is good delight,
and in the labors of her hands is
wealth that doesn’t fail,

and understanding is in her compan-
ionship,

and great renown in having fellow-
ship with her words,

I went about seeking how to take her
to myself.

19Now I was a clever child, and received a
good soul.

20Or rather, being good, I came into an
undefiled body.

21But perceiving that I couldnot otherwise
possesswisdomunlessGodgaveher
to me—

yes, and to know and understand by
whom the grace is given—

I pleaded with the Lord and implored
him, andwithmywholeheart I said:

9
1 “O God of my ancestors and Lord of

mercy,
whomade all things by your word;

2and by your wisdom you formedman,
thathe shouldhavedominionover the
creatures that weremade by you,

3 and rule the world in holiness and righ-
teousness,

and execute judgment in uprightness
of soul,

† 8:6 Gr. she. ‡ 8:7 Gr. her labors † 9:4Or, children
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4 give me wisdom, her who sits by you
on your thrones.

Don’t reject me from among your† ser-
vants,

5 because I am your servant and the
son of your handmaid,

a weak and short-livedman,
with little power to understand judg-
ment and laws.

6 For even if a man is perfect among the
sons of men,

if the wisdom that comes from you
is not with him, he will count for
nothing.

7You choseme to be king of your people,
and a judge for your sons and daugh-
ters.

8You gave a command to build a sanctuary
on your holy mountain,

and‡analtar in thecitywhereyou live,
a copy of the holy tent which you pre-
pared from the beginning.

9 Wisdom is with you and knows your
works,

and was present when youweremak-
ing the world,

and understands what is pleasing in
your eyes,

and what is right according to your
commandments.

10 Send her from the holy heavens,
andaskher to come fromthe throneof
your glory,

that being present with me she may
work,

and Imay learnwhat pleases youwell.
11 For she knows all things and under-

stands,
and shewill guidemeprudently inmy
actions.

She will guardme in her glory.
12 Somyworks will be acceptible.

I will judge your people righteously,
and I will be worthy of my father’s§
throne.

13 For what man will know the counsel of
God?

Or who will conceive what the Lord
wills?

14For the thoughts ofmortals are unstable,
and our plans are prone to fail.

15For a corruptible body weighs down the
soul.

The earthy tent burdens amind that is
full of cares.

16We can hardly guess the things that are
on earth,

andwefind the things that are close at
hand with labor;

but who has traced out the things that
are in the heavens?

17Who gained knowledge of your counsel,
unless you gave wisdom,

and sent your holy spirit from on
high?

18 It was thus that the ways of those who
are on earth were corrected,

and men were taught the things that
are pleasing to you.

They were saved through wisdom.”

10
1 Wisdom† guarded to the end the first

formed fatherof theworld,whowas
created alone,

and delivered him out of his own
transgression,

2 and gave him strength to rule over all
things.

3 But when an unrighteous man fell away
from her in his anger,

he perished himself in the rage with
which he killed his brother.

4When for his cause the earth was drown-
ing with a flood,

wisdom again saved it,
guiding the righteous man’s course by a

paltry piece of wood.

5 Moreover, when nations consenting to-
gether in wickedness had been con-
founded,

wisdom‡knew the righteousman, and
preserved him blameless to God,

and kept him strong when his heart
yearned toward his child.

6 While the ungodly were perishing, wis-
dom§ delivered a righteous man,

‡ 9:8Or, a place of sacrifice § 9:12 Gr. thrones. † 10:1 Gr. She. ‡ 10:5 Gr. she § 10:6 Gr. she
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when he fled from the fire that de-
scended out of heaven on the five
cities.

7 To whose wickedness a smoking waste
still witnesses,

and plants bearing fair fruit that
doesn’t ripen,

a disbelieving soul has a memorial: a
standing pillar of salt.

8For having passed wisdom by,
not only were they disabled from
recognising the things which are
good,

but theyalso left behind themfor their
life a monument of their folly,

to the end that where they stumbled,
theymight fail even to be unseen;

9 but wisdom delivered those who waited
on her out of troubles.

10 When a righteous man was a fugitive
from a brother’s wrath,† wisdom
guided him in straight paths.

She showed him God’s kingdom, and
gave him knowledge of holy things.

She prospered him in his toils, and
multiplied the fruits of his labor.

11 When in their covetousness men dealt
harshly with him,

she stood by him andmade him rich.
12 She guarded him from enemies,

and she kept him safe from those who
lay in wait.

Over his severe conflict, she watched
as judge,

that he might know that godliness is
more powerful than every one.

13 When a righteous man was sold,‡ wis-
dom didn’t forsake him,

but she delivered him from sin.
She went down with him into a dun-
geon,

14and inbonds shedidn’t depart fromhim,
until she brought him the sceptre of a
kingdom,

and authority over those that dealt
like a tyrant with him.

She also showed thosewho hadmock-
ingly accused him to be false,

and gave him eternal glory.

15 Wisdom§ delivered a holy people and
a blameless seed from a nation of
oppressors.

16 She entered into the soul of a servant of
the Lord,

and withstood terrible kings in won-
ders and signs.

17 She rendered to holy men a reward of
their toils.

She guided them along a marvelous
way,

and became to them a covering in the
day-time,

and a starry flame through the night.
18 She brought them over the Red sea,

and led them throughmuchwater;
19but she drowned their enemies,

and she cast them up from the bottom
of the deep.

20 Therefore the righteous plundered the
ungodly,

and they sang praise to your holy
name, O Lord,

and extolled with one accord your
hand that fought for them,

21 because wisdom opened the mouth of
themute,

and made the tongues of babes to speak
clearly.

11
1 Wisdom prospered their works in the

hand of a holy prophet.

2 They traveled through a desert without
inhabitant,

and they pitched their tents in track-
less regions.

3 They withstood enemies and repelled
foes.

4They thirsted, and they called upon you,
and water was given to them out of
the† flinty rock,

and healing of their thirst out of the
hard stone.

5 For by what things their foes were pun-
ished,

by these they in their needwere bene-
fited.

† 10:10 Gr. she. ‡ 10:13 Gr. she. § 10:15 Gr. she. † 11:4 See Deuteronomy 8:15; Psalms 114:8.
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6 When enemies were troubled with clot-
ted blood

instead of a river’s ever-flowing foun-
tain,

7 to rebuke the decree for the slaying of
babies,

you gave them abundant water be-
yond all hope,

8 having shown by the thirst which they
had suffered

how you punished the adversaries.
9For when they were tried, although chas-

tened inmercy,
they learned how the ungodly were
tormented, being judged with
wrath.

10 For you tested these as a father admon-
ishing them;

but you searched out those as a stern
king condemning them.

11 Yes and whether they were far off or
near,

they were equally distressed;
12 for a double grief seized them,

and a groaning at the memory of
things past.

13 For when they heard that through their
own punishments the others bene-
fited,

they recognized the Lord.
14Forhimwho longbeforewas thrownout

and exposed they stoppedmocking.
In the end of what happened, they
marveled,

having thirsted in another manner
than the righteous.

15 But in return for the senseless imagin-
ings of their unrighteousness,

wherein they were led astray to
worship irrational reptiles and
wretched vermin,

you sent upon them a multitude of
irrational creatures to punish them,

16 that they might learn that by what
things a man sins, by these he is
punished.

17For your all-powerful hand
that created the world out of formless
matter

didn’t lackmeans to send upon thema
multitude of bears, fierce lions,

18 or newly-created and unknown
wild beasts, full of rage,

either breathing out a blast of fiery
breath,

or belching out smoke,
or flashing dreadful sparks from their
eyes;

19 which had power not only to consume
them by their violence,

but to destroy them even by the terror
of their sight.

20 Yes and without these they might have
fallen by a single breath,

being pursued by Justice, and scat-
tered abroad by the breath of your
power;

but you arranged all things by mea-
sure, number, and weight.

21 For to be greatly strong is yours at all
times.

Who could withstand the might of
your arm?

22Because thewholeworldbeforeyou is as
a grain in a balance,

and as a drop of dew that comes down
upon the earth in themorning.

23But you havemercy on all men, because
you have power to do all things,

and you overlook the sins of men to
the end that theymay repent.

24For you love all things that are,
and abhor none of the things which
youmade;

For you never would have formed
anything if you hated it.

25How would anything have endured un-
less you had willed it?

Or that which was not called by you,
howwould it have been preserved?

26 But you spare all things, because they
are yours,

O Sovereign Lord, you who love the
living.

12
1 For your incorruptible spirit is in all

things.
2Therefore you convict little by little those

who fall from the right way,
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and, putting them in remembrance by
the things wherein they sin, you ad-
monish them,

that escaping from their wickedness
theymay believe in you, O Lord.

3For truly the old inhabitants of your holy
land,

4 hating them because they practiced
detestable works of enchantments
and unholy rites—

5merciless slaughters of children
and sacrificial banquets ofmen’s flesh
and of blood—

6allies in an impious fellowship,
and murderers of their own helpless
babes,

it was your counsel to destroy by the
hands of our fathers;

7 that the land which in your sight is
most precious of all

might receiveaworthycolonyofGod’s
servants.†

8 Nevertheless you even spared these as
men,

and you sent hornets‡ as forerunners
of your army,

to cause them to perish little by little.
9 Not that you were unable to subdue the

ungodly under the hand of the righ-
teous in battle,

or by terrible beasts or bya sternword
to make awaywith them at once,

10but judging them little by little you gave
them a chance to repent,

not being ignorant that theirnatureby
birth was evil,

their wickedness inborn,
and that their manner of thought
would never be changed.

11 For they were a cursed seed from the
beginning.

It wasn’t through fear of any that you
left them unpunished for their sins.

12Forwhowill say, “What have you done?”
Or “Who will withstand your judg-
ment?”

Who will accuse you for the perishing of
nations which you caused?

Or who will come and stand before
you as an avenger for unrighteous
men?

13 For there isn’t any God beside you that
cares for all,

that you might show that you didn’t
judge unrighteously.

14Nokingorprincewill be able to confront
you

about thosewhomyouhavepunished.
15 But being righteous, you rule all things

righteously,
deeming it a thing alien from your
power

to condemn one who doesn’t deserve
to be punished.

16 For your strength is the source of righ-
teousness,

and your sovereignty over all makes
you to forbear all.

17 For when men don’t believe that you
are perfect in power, you show your
strength,

and in dealing with those who think
this, you confuse their boldness.

18 But you, being sovereign in strength,
judge in gentleness,

and with great forbearance you gov-
ern us;

for the power is yours whenever you
desire it.

19 But you taught your people by such
works as these,

how the righteous must be kind.
Youmade your sons to have good hope,

because you give repentance when
men have sinned.

20For if on thosewhowereenemiesofyour
servants§ and deserving of death,

you took vengeance with so great de-
liberation and indulgence,

giving them times and opportunities
when they might escape from their
wickedness,

21 with how great care you judged your
sons,

to whose fathers you gave oaths and
covenants of good promises!

† 12:7Or, children ‡ 12:8Or,wasps § 12:20Or, children
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22 Therefore while you chasten us, you
scourge our enemies ten thousand
timesmore,

to the intent that wemay ponder your
goodness whenwe judge,

and when we are judged may look for
mercy.

23 Therefore also the unrighteous that
lived in a life of folly,

you tormented through their own
abominations.

24For truly theywent astray very far in the
ways of error,

Taking as gods those animals† which
even among their enemies were
held in dishonor,

deceived like foolish babes.
25 Therefore, as to unreasoning children,

you sent your judgment to mock
them.

26But thosewhowouldnot be admonished
bymild correction

will experience the deserved judg-
ment of God.

27 For through the sufferings they were
indignant of,

being punished in these creatures
which they supposed to be gods,

they saw and recognized as the true
God him whom they previously re-
fused to know.

Therefore also the result of extreme
condemnation came upon them.

13
1 For truly all men who had no perception

of God were foolish by nature,
and didn’t gain power to know him
who exists from the good things that
are seen.

They didn’t recognize the architect
from his works.

2But they thought that either fire, or wind,
or swift air,

or circling stars, or raging water, or
luminaries of heaven

were gods that rule the world.
3 If it was through delight in their beauty

that they took them to be gods,

let them know how much better their
Sovereign Lord is than these,

for the first author of beauty created
them.

4 But if it was through astonishment at
their power and influence,

then let them understand from them
how much more powerful he who
formed them is.

5 For from the greatness of the beauty of
created things,

mankind forms the corresponding
perception of their Maker.†

6 But yet for these men there is but small
blame,

for they too perhaps go astray
while they are seeking God and desir-
ing to find him.

7 For they diligently search while living
among his works,

and they trust their sight that the
things that they look at are beauti-
ful.

8But again even they arenot to be excused.
9For if they had power to know somuch,

that they should be able to explore the
world,

how is it that they didn’t find the
Sovereign Lord sooner?

10 But they were miserable, and their
hopes were in dead things,

who called them gods which are
works of men’s hands,

gold and silver, skillfully made, and
likenesses of animals,

or a useless stone, the work of an an-
cient hand.

11 Yes and some‡ woodcutter might saw
down a tree that is easily moved,

skillfully strip away all its bark,
and fashion it in attractive form,make
a useful vessel to serve his life’s
needs.

12 Burning the scraps from his handiwork
to cook his food,

he eats his fill.
13 Taking a discarded scrap which served

no purpose,
a crooked piece of wood and full of
knots,

† 12:24 Gr. living creatures: and so elsewhere in this book. † 13:5 Gr. is the first maker of them seen. ‡ 13:11 Gr.
carpenter who is awoodcutter.
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he carves it with the diligence of his
idleness,

and shapes it by the skill of his idle-
ness.

He shapes it in the image of a man,
14or makes it like some worthless ani-
mal,

smearing itwith something red, paint-
ing it red,

and smearing over every stain in it.
15Havingmade a worthy chamber for it,

he sets it in a wall, securing it with
iron.

16He plans for it that it may not fall down,
knowing that it is unable to help itself
(for truly it is an image, and needs
help).

17 When he makes his prayer concerning
goods and his marriage and chil-
dren,

he is not ashamed to speak to that
which has no life.

18Yes, for health, he calls upon that which
is weak.

For life, he implores that which is
dead.

For aid, he supplicates that which has
no experience.

For a good journey, he asks that which
can’t so much as move a step.

19And for profit in business and good suc-
cess of his hands,

he asks ability from that which has
hands with no ability.

14
1Again, one preparing to sail, and about to

journey over raging waves,
calls upon a piece of wood more frag-
ile than the vessel that carries him.

2For the hunger for profit planned it,
and wisdom was the craftsman who
built it.

3 Your providence, O Father, guides it
along,

because even in the sea you gave a
way,

and in the waves a sure path,
4 showing that you can save out of every

danger,
that even aman without skill may put
to sea.

5 It is your will that the works of your
wisdom should not be ineffective.

Therefore men also entrust their lives
to a little piece of wood,

and passing through the surge on a
raft come safely to land.

6 For† in the old time also, when proud
giants were perishing,

thehopeof theworld, taking refugeon
a raft,

your hand guided the seed of genera-
tions of the race of men.

7Forblessed iswood throughwhich comes
righteousness;

8 but the idol made with hands is ac-
cursed, itself and he that made it;

because his was the working, and the
corruptible thing was called a god.

9For both the ungodly and his ungodliness
are alike hateful to God;

10 for truly the deed will be punished
together with him who committed
it.

11Therefore also there will be a visita-
tion among the idols of the nation,

because, though formed of things
which God created, they weremade
an abomination,

stumbling blocks to the souls of men,
and a snare to the feet of the foolish.

12 For the devising of idols was the begin-
ning of fornication,

and the invention of them the corrup-
tion of life.

13For they didn’t exist from the beginning,
and they won’t exist forever.

14 For by the boastfulness of men they en-
tered into the world,

and therefore a speedy end was
planned for them.

15For a father worn with untimely grief,
making an image of the child quickly
taken away,

now honored him as a god which was
then a dead human being,

and delivered to those that were un-
der himmysteries and solemn rites.

† 14:6 The Greek text here may be corrupt.
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16 Afterward the ungodly custom, in pro-
cess of time grown strong, was kept
as a law,

and the engraved images received
worship by the commandments of
princes.

17Andwhenmen could not honor them in
presence because they lived far off,

imagining the likeness from afar,
they made a visible image of the king
whom they honored,

that by their zeal theymight flatter the
absent as if present.

18 But worship was raised to a yet higher
pitch, even by those who didn’t
know him,

urged forward by the ambition of the
architect;

19 for he, wishing perhaps to please his
ruler,

used his art to force the likeness to-
ward a greater beauty.

20 So the multitude, allured by reason of
the grace of his handiwork,

now consider an object of devotion
him that a little before was honored
as aman.

21And this became an ambush,
because men, in bondage either to
calamity or to tyranny,

invested stones and stocks with the
Name that shouldn’t be shared.

22Afterward it was not enough for them to
go astray concerning the knowledge
of God,

but also, while they live in a great war
of ignorance, theycall amultitudeof
evils peace.

23 For either slaughtering children in
solemn rites, or celebrating secret
mysteries,

or holding frenzied revels of strange
customs,

24 no longer do they guard either life or
purity of marriage,

but one brings upon another either
death by treachery, or anguish by
adultery.

25And all things confusedly are filled with
blood andmurder, theft and deceit,

corruption, faithlessness, tumult, per-
jury,

26 confusion about what is good, forgetful-
ness of favors,

ingratitude for benefits,
defiling of souls, confusion of sex,
disorder in marriage, adultery and
wantonness.

27For theworshipof idols thatmaynot
be named *

is a beginning and cause and end of
every evil.

28For their worshipers either makemerry
to madness, or prophesy lies,

or live unrighteously, or lightly com-
mit perjury.

29For putting their trust in lifeless idols,
when they have sworn a wicked oath,
they expect not to suffer harm.

30 But on both counts, the just doom will
pursue them,

because they had evil thoughts of God
by giving heed to idols,

and swore unrighteously in deceit
through contempt for holiness.

31For it is not the power of things bywhich
men swear,

but it is the just penalty for those who
sin

that always visits the transgression of
the unrighteous.

15
1But you, our God, are gracious and true,

patient, and in mercy ordering all
things.

2For even if we sin, we are yours, knowing
your dominion;

but we will not sin, knowing that we
have been accounted yours.

3 For to be acquainted with you is† perfect
righteousness,

and to knowyour dominion is the root
of immortality.

4Forweweren’t led astray by any evil plan
of men’s,

nor yet by painters’ fruitless labor,
* 14:27 Exodus 23:13; Psalms 16:4; Hosea 2:17; Wisdom 14:21 † 15:3 Gr. entire. ‡ 15:5 Some authorities read
reproach.
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a form stained with varied colors,
5 the sight of which leads fools into‡ lust.

Their desire is for the breathless form
of a dead image.

6Lovers of evil things, and worthy of such
hopes,

are those who make, desire, and wor-
ship them.

7For a potter, kneading soft earth,
laboriously molds each article for our
service.

He fashions out of the same clay
both the vessels that minister to clean
uses, and those of a contrary sort,

all in like manner.
What shall be the use of each article of

either sort,
the potter is the judge.

8 Also, laboring to an evil end, he molds a
vain god out of the same clay,

hewho, having but a little before been
made of earth,

after a short space goes his way to the
earth out of which he was taken,

when he is required to give back the§
soul which was lent him.

9However he has anxious care,
not because his powers must fail,
nor because his span of life is short;

But he compares himself with goldsmiths
and silversmiths,

and he imitates molders in† brass,
and considers it great that he molds
counterfeit gods.

10His heart is ashes.
His hope is of less value than earth.
His life is of less honor than clay,

11 because he was ignorant of him who
molded him,

and of him that inspired into him‡ an
active§ soul,

and breathed into him a vital spirit.
12But† he accounted our life to be a game,

and our‡ lifetime a festival for profit;
for, he says, onemust get gainhoweverone

can, even if it is by evil.
13 For this man, beyond all others, knows

that he sins,

out of earthy matter making brittle
vessels and engraved images.

14 But most foolish and more miserable
than a baby,

are the enemies of your people, who
oppressed them;

15 because they even considered all the
idols of the nations to be gods,

which have neither the use of eyes for
seeing,

nor nostrils for drawing breath,
nor ears to hear,
nor fingers for handling,
and their feet are helpless forwalking.

16For amanmade them,
and onewhose own spirit is borrowed
molded them;

for no one has power as aman tomold
a god like himself.

17But, beingmortal, hemakes a dead thing
by the work of lawless hands;

for he is better than the objects of his
worship,

since he indeed had life, but they
never did.

18Yes, and they worship the creatures that
are most hateful,

for, being comparedas to lackof sense,
these are worse than all others;

19 Neither, as seen beside other crea-
tures, are they beautiful, so that one
should desire them,

but they have escaped both the praise
of God and his blessing.

16
1For this cause, theywere deservedly pun-

ished through creatures like those
which they worship,

and tormented through amultitude of
vermin.

2 Instead of this punishment, you, giving
benefits to your people,

prepared quails for food,
a delicacy to satisfy the desire of their ap-

petite,
3 to the end that your enemies, desiring

food,
§ 15:8 Or, life † 15:9 Or, copper ‡ 15:11 Gr. a soul that moves to activity. § 15:11 Or, life † 15:12 Some
authorities read they accounted. ‡ 15:12Or,way of life
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might for the hideousness of the crea-
tures sent among them,

loathe even the necessary appetite;
but these, your people, having for a short

time suffered lack,
might even partake of delicacies.

4For itwasnecessary that inescapable lack
shouldcomeupon thoseoppressors,

but that to these it should only be
showed how their enemies were
tormented.

5 For even when terrible raging of wild
beasts came upon your people,

and theywereperishingby thebites of
crooked serpents,

your wrath didn’t continue to the ut-
termost;

6 but for admonition were they troubled
for a short time,

having a token of salvation
to put them in remembrance of the
commandment of your law;

7 for he who turned toward it was not
saved because of that which was
seen,

but because of you, the Savior of all.
8 Yes, and in this you persuaded our ene-

mies
that you are he who delivers out of
every evil.

9 For the bites of locusts and flies truly
killed them.

No healing for their life was found,
because they were worthy to be pun-
ished by such things.

10 But your children weren’t overcome by
the very fangs of venomous drag-
ons,

for your mercy passed by where they
were and healed them.

11 For they were bitten to put them in re-
membrance of your oracles,

and were quickly saved, lest, falling
into deep forgetfulness,

they should become unable to re-
spond to your kindness.

12For truly itwasneitherherbnorpoultice
that cured them,

but yourword, O Lord, which heals all
people.

13 For you have authority over life and
death,

and you lead down to the gates of
Hades, and lead up again.

14 But though a man kills by his wicked-
ness,

he can’t retrieve the spirit that has
departed

or release the imprisoned soul.

15But it is notpossible to escapeyourhand;
16 for ungodly men, refusing to know you,

were scourged in the strength of
your arm,

pursued with strange rains and hails
and relentless storms,

and utterly consumedwith fire.
17For, what wasmost marvelous,

in the water which quenches all
things, the fire burned hotter;

for the world fights for the righteous.
18For at one time theflamewas restrained,

that itmight not burn up the creatures
sent against the ungodly,

but that these themselves as they
looked might see that they were
chased by the judgment of God.

19 At another time even in the midst of
water it burns more intensely than
fire,

that it may destroy the produce of an
unrighteous land.

20 Instead of these things, you gave your
people angels’ food to eat,

and you provided ready-to-eat bread
for them from heaven without toil,

having the virtue of every pleasant
flavor,

and agreeable to every taste.
21For your nature showed your sweetness

toward your children,
while that bread, serving the desire of
the eater,

changed itself according to every
man’s choice.

22 But snow and ice endured fire, and
didn’t melt,

that people might know that fire was
destroying the fruits of the enemies,

burning in the hail and flashing in the
rains;
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23 and that this fire, again, in order that
righteous peoplemay be nourished,

has even forgotten its own power.
24 For the creation, ministering to you, its

maker,
strains its force against the unrigh-
teous for punishment

and in kindness, slackens it on behalf
of those who trust in you.

25 Therefore at that time also, converting
itself into all forms,

it ministered to your all-nourishing
bounty,

according to the desire of those who
had need,

26 that your children, whom you loved, O
Lord, might learn

that it is not the growth of crops that
nourishes aman,

but that your word preserves those
who trust you.

27For thatwhichwasnot destroyedbyfire,
melted away when it was simply
warmed by a faint sunbeam,

28 that it might be known that wemust rise
before the sun to give you thanks,

and must pray to you at the dawning
of the light;

29 for the hope of the unthankful will melt
as the winter’s hoar frost,

and will flow away as water that has
no use.

17
1Foryour judgments are great, andhard to

interpret;
therefore undisciplined souls went
astray.

2 For when lawless men had supposed
that they held a holy nation in their
power,

they, prisoners of darkness, and
bound in the fetters of a long night,

kept close beneath their roofs,
lay exiled from the eternal provi-
dence.

3 For while they thought that they were
unseen in their secret sins,

they were divided from one another
by a dark curtain of forgetfulness,

stricken with terrible awe, and very
troubled by apparitions.

4 For neither did the dark recesses that
held them guard them from fears,

but terrifying sounds rang around
them,

and dismal phantoms appeared with
unsmiling faces.

5 And no power of fire prevailed to give
light,

neither were the brightest flames of
the stars strong enough to illumi-
nate that gloomy night;

6but only the glimmering of a self-kindled
fire appeared to them, full of fear.

In terror, they considered the things
which they saw

to be worse than that sight, on which
they could not gaze.

7 The mockeries of their magic arts were
powerless, now,

and a shameful rebuke of their
boasted understanding:

8 For those who promised to drive away
terrors and disorders from a sick
soul,

these were sick with a ludicrous fear-
fulness.

9 For even if no troubling thing frighted
them,

yet, scared with the creeping of ver-
min and hissing of serpents,

10 they perished trembling in fear,
refusing even to look at the air, which
could not be escaped on any side.

11 For wickedness, condemned by a wit-
ness within, is a coward thing,

and, being pressed hard by con-
science, always has added forecasts
of the worst.

12For fear is nothing else but a surren-
der of the help which reason offers;

13 and from within, the expectation of
being less

prefers ignorance of the cause that
brings the torment.

14But they, all through thenightwhichwas
powerless indeed,

and which came upon them out of the
recesses of powerless Hades,

sleeping the same sleep,
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15 now were haunted by monstrous
apparitions,

and now were paralyzed by their
soul’s surrendering;

for sudden and unexpected fear came
upon them.

16 So then whoever it might be, sinking
down in his place,

was kept captive, shut up in that
prison which was not barred with
iron;

17 for whether he was a farmer, or a shep-
herd,

or a laborer whose toils were in the
wilderness,

he was overtaken, and endured that
inescapable sentence;

for theywereall boundwithonechain
of darkness.

18Whether there was a whistling wind,
or a melodious sound of birds among
the spreading branches,

or a measured fall of water running
violently,

19 or a harsh crashing of rocks hurled
down,

or the swift course of animals bound-
ing along unseen,

or the voice of wild beasts harshly
roaring,

or an echo rebounding from the hol-
lows of themountains,

all these things paralyzed them with
terror.

20 For the whole world was illuminated
with clear light,

and was occupied with unhindered
works,

21while over them alonewas spread a
heavy night,

an image of the darkness that should
afterward receive them;

but to themselves, they were heavier
than darkness.

18
1 But for your holy ones there was great

light.
Their enemies, hearing their voice but
not seeing their form,

counted it a happy thing that they too
had suffered,

2yet for that they do not hurt them, though
wronged by them before, they are
thankful;

andbecause theyhadbeenatvariance
with them, they begged for pardon.

3 Therefore you provided a burning pillar
of fire,

to be a guide for your people’s un-
known journey,

and a harmless sun for their glorious
exile.

4 For the Egyptians well deserved to be
deprived of light and imprisoned by
darkness,

they who had imprisoned your chil-
dren,

through whom the incorruptible light
of the lawwas to be given to the race
of men.

5 After they had taken counsel to kill the
babes of the holy ones,

and when a single child had been
abandoned and saved to convict
them of their sin,

you took away from them their multi-
tude of children,

and destroyed all their army together
in amighty flood.

6 Our fathers were made aware of that
night beforehand,

that, having sure knowledge, they
mightbecheeredby theoathswhich
they had trusted.

7 Salvation of the righteous and destruc-
tion of the enemies was expected by
your people.

8 For as you took vengeance on the adver-
saries,

by the samemeans, calling us to your-
self, you glorified us.

9 For holy children of good men offered
sacrifice in secret,

and with one consent they agreed to
the covenant of the divine law,

that they would partake alike in the
same good things and the same per-
ils,

the fathers already leading the sacred
songs of praise.

10 But the discordant cry of the enemies
echoed back,
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and a pitiful voice of lamentation for
children was spread abroad.

11Both servant andmaster were punished
with the same just doom,

and the commoner suffering the same
as king;

12Yes, they all together, under one form of
death,

had corpses without number.
For the living were not sufficient even to

bury them,
Since at a single stroke, their most
cherished offspring was consumed.

13 For while they were disbelieving all
things by reason of the enchant-
ments,

upon the destruction of the firstborn
they confessed the people to be
God’s children.

14 For while peaceful silence wrapped all
things,

and night in her own swiftness was
half spent,

15 your all-powerful word leaped from
heaven, from the royal throne,

a stern warrior, into the midst of the
doomed land,

16bearing as a sharp sword your authentic
commandment,

and standing, it filled all things with
death,

and while it touched the heaven it
stood upon the earth.

17 Then immediately apparitions in
dreams terribly troubled them,

and unexpected fears came upon
them.

18 And each, one thrown here half dead,
another there,

made knownwhy he was dying;
19 for the dreams, disturbing them, fore-

warned them of this,
that they might not perish without
knowing why they were afflicted.

20Theexperienceofdeathalso touched the
righteous,

and amultitudewere destroyed in the
wilderness,

but the wrath didn’t last long.
21 For a blameless man hurried to be their

champion,

bringing the weapon of his own min-
istry,

prayer, and the atoning sacrifice of
incense.

He withstood the indignation and set an
end to the calamity,

showing that he was your servant.
22And he overcame the anger,

not by strength of body, not by force of
weapons,

but by his word, he subdued the
avenger

by bringing to remembrance oaths
and covenants made with the fa-
thers.

23For when the dead had already fallen in
heaps one upon another,

he intervened and stopped the wrath,
and cut off its way to the living.

24For thewhole world was pictured on his
long robe,

and the glories of the fathers were
upon the engraving of the four rows
of precious stones,

and your majesty was upon the dia-
dem on his head.

25The destroyer yielded to these, and they
feared;

for it was enough only to test the
wrath.

19
1 But indignation without mercy came

upon the ungodly to the end;
for God also foreknew their future,

2 how, having changed their minds to let
your people go,

andhaving sped themeagerly on their
way,

they would change their minds and
pursue them.

3 For while they were yet in the midst of
their mourning,

and lamenting at the graves of the
dead,

theymade another foolish decision,
and pursued as fugitives those whom
they had begged to leave and driven
out.

4 For the doom which they deserved was
drawing them to this end,
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and itmade themforget the things that
had happened to them,

that theymight fill up the punishment
which was yet lacking from their
torments,

5 and that your people might journey
on by amarvelous road,

but they themselves might find a
strange death.

6 For the whole creation, each part in its
diverse kind, wasmade new again,

complyingwithyour commandments,
that your servants might be kept un-
harmed.

7 Then the cloud that overshadowed the
campwas seen,

and dry land rising up out ofwhat had
been water,

out of theRed sea anunhinderedhigh-
way,

and a grassy plain out of the violent
surge,

8 by which they passed over with all
their army,

these who were covered with your
hand,

having seen strangemarvels.
9For like horses they roamed at large,

and they skipped about like lambs,
praising you, O Lord, who was their
deliverer.

10 For they still remembered the things
that happened in the time of their
sojourning,

how instead of bearing cattle, the land
brought forth lice,

and instead of fish, the river spewed
out amultitude of frogs.

11But afterwards, theyalso sawanewkind
of birds,

when, led on by desire, they asked for
luxurious dainties;

12 for, to comfort them, quails came up for
them from the sea.

13Punishments came upon the sinners,
not without the signs that were given
beforehand by the violence of the
thunder,

for they justly suffered through their
ownwickednesses,

for the hatred which they practiced
toward guests was grievous indeed.

14 For while the others didn’t receive the
strangers when they came to them,

the Egyptians made slaves of guests
whowere their benefactors.

15 And not only so, but while punishment
of some sort will come upon the for-
mer,

since they received as enemies those
whowere aliens;

16 because these first welcomed with
feastings,

and then afflicted with dreadful toils,
those who had already shared with
them in the same rights.

17 And moreover they were stricken with
loss of sight

(even as were those others at the righ-
teous man’s doors),

when, being surrounded with yawn-
ing darkness,

they each looked for the passage
through his own door.

18For as the notes of a lute vary the charac-
ter of the rhythm,

even so the elements, changing their
order one with another,

continuing always in its sound,
as may clearly be conjectured from
the sight of the things that have hap-
pened.

19 For creatures of the dry land were
turned into creatures of the waters,

and creatures that swim moved upon
the land.

20Fire kept themastery of its ownpower in
water,

andwater forgot itsquenchingnature.
21On the contrary, flames didn’t consume

flesh of perishable creatures that
walked among them,

neither did they melt the crystalline
grains of ambrosial food that were
melted easily.

22 For in all things, O Lord, you magnified
your people,

and you glorified them and didn’t
lightly regard them,
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standing by their side in every time
and place.
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TheWisdom of Jesus the
Son of Sirach,

or
Ecclesiaticus

The Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach,
also called Ecclesiasticus, is recognized as
Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Or-
thodox Churches.

The Prologue of theWisdom of Jesus the
Son of Sirach.
WHEREAS many and great things have

been delivered to us by the law and the
prophets, and by the others that have fol-
lowed in their steps, for which we must
give Israel the praise for instruction and
wisdom; and since not only the readers
need to become skillful themselves, but
also those who love learning must be able
to profit those who are outside, both by
speaking and writing; my grandfather Je-
sus, having much given himself to the
reading of the law, and the prophets, and
the other books of our fathers, and having
gained great familiarity with them, was
also drawn on himself to write somewhat
pertaining to instruction and wisdom, in
order that those who love learning, and
are devoted to these things, might make
progress much more by living according
to the law. You are entreated therefore
to read with favor and attention, and to
pardon us, if in any parts of what we have
labored to interpret,wemay seem to fail in
some of the phrases. For things originally
spoken in Hebrew don’t have the same
force in them when they are translated
into another language. Not only these, but
the law itself, and the prophecies, and the
rest of the books, have no small difference,
when they are spoken in their original lan-
guage. For having come into Egypt in the
thirty-eighth year of Energetes the king,
and having continued there some time, I
found a copy giving no small instruction.

I thought it therefore most necessary for
me to apply some diligence and travail to
translate this book, applying indeedmuch
watchfulness and skill in that spaceof time
to bring the book to an end and publish for
them also, who in the land of their travels
are desiring to learn, preparing their char-
acter in advance, so as to live according to
the law.

1
1All wisdom comes from the Lord,

and is with him forever.
2Who can count the sand of the seas,

the drops of rain,
and the days of eternity?

3Whowill search out the height of the sky,
the breadth of the earth, the deep,
and wisdom?

4 Wisdom has been created before all
things,

and the understanding of prudence
from everlasting.

5 †
6 To whom has the root of wisdom been

revealed?
Whohas knownher shrewd counsels?
7 ‡

8There is one wise, greatly to be feared,
sitting upon his throne: the Lord.

9He created her.
He saw andmeasured her.
He poured her out upon all his works.

10 She is with all flesh according to his gift.
He gave her freely to those who love
him.

11The fear of the Lord is glory, exultation,
gladness, and a crown of rejoicing.

12 The fear of the Lord will delight the
heart,

and will give gladness, joy, and length
of days.

13 Whoever fears the Lord, it will go well
with him at the last.

He will be blessed in the day of his
death.

† 1:5Verse 5 is omitted by the best authorities: The source ofwisdom isGod’sword in the highest heaven, andherways
are the eternal commandments. ‡ 1:7 Verse 7 is omitted by the best authorities: To whom was the knowledge of
wisdommanifested? Who has understood her abundant experience?
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14 To fear the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom.

It was created together with the faith-
ful in the womb.

15 She§ laid an eternal foundation with
men.

She will be trusted among their off-
spring.

16 To fear the Lord is the fullness of wis-
dom.

She inebriates menwith her fruits.
17 She will fill all her house with desirable

things,
andher storehouseswithherproduce.

18 The fear of the Lord is the crown of
wisdom,

making peace and† perfect health to
flourish.‡

19He both saw andmeasured her.
He rained down skill and knowledge
of understanding,

and exalted the honor of those who
hold her fast.

20To fear the Lord is the root of wisdom.
Her branches are length of days.
21 §

22Unjust wrath can never be justified,
forhiswrath tips the scale tohisdown-
fall.

23 A man that is patient will resist for a
season,

and afterward gladness will spring up
to him.

24 He will hide his words until the right
moment,

and the lips of many will tell of his
understanding.

25 A wise saying is in the treasures of wis-
dom;

but godliness is an abomination to a
sinner.

26 If you desire wisdom, keep the com-
mandments

and the Lord will give her to you
freely;

27 for the fear of the Lord is wisdom and
instruction.

Faith and humility are his good plea-
sure.

28Don’t disobey the fear of the Lord.
Don’t come tohimwithadoubleheart.

29Don’t be a hypocrite in men’s sight.
Keep watch over your lips.

30Don’t exalt yourself,
lest you fall and bring dishonor upon
your soul.

The Lord will reveal your secrets
and will cast you down in the midst of
the congregation,

because you didn’t come to the fear of
the Lord

and your heart was full of deceit.

2
1My son, if you come to serve the Lord,

prepare your soul for temptation.
2 Set your heart aright, constantly endure,

and don’t make haste in time of
calamity.

3Cling to him, and don’t depart,
that you may be increased at your lat-
ter end.

4Accept whatever is brought upon you,
and be patientwhen you suffer humil-
iation.

5For gold is tried in the fire,
and acceptable men in the furnace of
humiliation.

6 Put your trust in him, and he will help
you.

Make your ways straight, and set your
hope on him.

7 All you who fear the Lord, wait for his
mercy.

Don’t turn aside, lest you fall.
8All you who fear the Lord, put your trust

in him,
and your reward will not fail.

9All you who fear the Lord, hope for good
things,

and for eternal gladness andmercy.
10Look at the generations of old, and see:

Whoever put his trust in theLord, and
was ashamed?

Or who remained in his fear, and was
forsaken?

§ 1:15Gr. nested. † 1:18Gr. health of cure. ‡ 1:18 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities:
Bothare gifts ofGod for peace; gloryopensout for thosewho lovehim. He sawherand tookhermeasure. § 1:21Verse
21 is omitted by the best authorities: The fear of the Lord drives away sins. Where it resides, it will turn away all anger.
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Or who called upon him, and he ne-
glected him?

11 For the Lord is full of compassion and
mercy.

He forgives sins and saves in time of
affliction.

12Woe to fearful hearts, to faint hands,
and to the sinner who goes twoways!

13 Woe to the faint heart! For it doesn’t
believe.

Therefore it won’t be defended.
14Woe to youwho have lost your patience!

And what will you all do when the
Lord visits you?

15Thosewho fear the Lordwill not disobey
his words.

Those who love him will keep his
ways.

16 Those who fear the Lord will seek his
good pleasure.

Those who love himwill be filled with
the law.

17 Those who fear the Lord will prepare
their hearts,

and will humble their souls in his
sight.

18Wewill fall into the hands of the Lord,
and not into the hands of men;

for as his majesty is,
so also is his mercy.

3
1Hearme, your father, Omy children,

anddowhat youhear, that you allmay
be safe.

2 For the Lord honors the father over the
children,

andhasconfirmed the judgmentof the
mother over her sons.

3 He who honors his father will make
atonement for sins.

4Hewhogives glory to hismother is as
one who lays up treasure.

5Whoever honors his father will have joy
in his own children.

He will be heard in the day of his
prayer.

6Hewho gives glory to his fatherwill have
length of days.

He who listens to the Lord will bring
rest to his mother,

7 † and will serve under his parents, as to
masters.

8Honor your father in deed andword,
that a blessing may come upon you
from him.

9 For the blessing of the father establishes
the houses of children,

but the curse of the mother roots out
the foundations.

10Don’t glorify yourself in the dishonor of
your father,

for your father’s dishonor is no glory
to you.

11For the glory of a man is from the honor
of his father,

and a mother in dishonor is a re-
proach to her children.

12My son, help your father in his old age,
and don’t grieve him as long as he
lives.

13 If he fails in understanding, have pa-
tience with him.

Don’t dishonor him in your full
strength.

14 For the kindness to your father will not
be forgotten.

Instead of sins it will be added to build
you up.

15 In the day of your affliction it will be
remembered for you,

as fair weather upon ice,
so your sins will also melt away.

16He who forsakes his father is as a blas-
phemer.

Hewho provokes hismother is cursed
by the Lord.

17 My son, go on with your business in
humility;

so you will be loved by an acceptable
man.

18Thegreater youare, humbleyourself the
more,

and you will find favor before the
Lord.

19 ‡
20For the power of the Lord is great,

† 3:7 Some manuscripts add those who fear the Lord honor their father, ‡ 3:19 Some manuscripts add Many are
lofty and renowned, but he reveals his secrets to the humble.
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and he is glorified by those who are
lowly.

21 Don’t seek things that are too hard for
you,

and don’t search out things that are
above your strength.

22 Think about the things that have been
commanded you,

for you have no need of the things that
are secret.

23 Don’t be overly busy in tasks that are
beyond you,

formore things are shown to you than
men can understand.

24 For the conceit of many has led them
astray.

Evil opinion has caused their judg-
ment to slip.

25 §There is no light without eyes.
There is no wisdom without knowl-
edge.

26 A stubborn heart will do badly at the
end.

He who loves danger will perish in it.
27A stubborn heart will be burdened with

troubles.
The sinner will heap sin upon sins.

28 The calamity of the proud has no heal-
ing,

for a weed of wickedness has taken
root in him.

29Theheart of theprudentwill understand
a proverb.

A wise man desires the ear of a lis-
tener.

30Water will quench a flaming fire;
almsgiving will make atonement for
sins.

31He who repays good turns is mindful of
that which comes afterward.

In the time of his falling he will find a
support.

4
1 My son, don’t deprive the poor of his

living.
Don’t make the needy eyes wait long.

2Don’t make a hungry soul sorrowful,
or provoke aman in his distress.

3Don’t add more trouble to a heart that is
provoked.

Don’t put off giving to him who is in
need.

4Don’t reject a suppliant in his affliction.
Don’t turn your face away froma poor
man.

5Don’t turn your eye away from one who
asks.

Givenooccasion toamantocurseyou.
6For if he curses you in thebitterness of his

soul,
hewhomade himwill hear his suppli-
cation.

7Endear yourself to the assembly.
Bow your head to a great man.

8 Incline your ear to a poorman.
Answer him with peaceful words in
humility.

9 Deliver him who is wronged from the
hand of himwhowrongs him;

Don’t be hesitant in giving judgment.
10Be as a father to the fatherless,

and like a husband to their mother.
So you will be as a son of the Most High,

and he will love you more than your
mother does.

11Wisdom exalts her sons,
and takes hold of those who seek her.

12Hewho loves her loves life.
Thosewho seek her earlywill be filled
with gladness.

13Hewho holds her fast will inherit glory.
Where† he enters, the Lord will bless.

14Thosewhoserveherminister to theHoly
One.

The Lord loves those who love her.
15He who listens to her will judge the na-

tions.
He who heeds her will dwell securely.

16 If he trusts her, he will inherit her,
and his generations will possess her.

17For at the first she will walk with him in
crooked ways,

and will bring fear and dread upon
him,

and torment himwith her discipline,
until she may trust his soul, and try
him by her judgments.

§ 3:25 Somemanuscripts omit verse 25. † 4:13Or, she
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18 Then she will return him again to the
straight way,

and will gladden him, and reveal to
him her secrets.

19 If he goes astray, she will forsake him,
and hand him over to his fall.

20Watch for the opportunity, and beware
of evil.

Don’t be ashamed of your soul.
21For there is a shame that brings sin,

and there is a shame that is glory and
grace.

22 Don’t show partiality, discrediting your
soul.

Don’t revere anyman to your falling.
23 Don’t refrain from speaking when it is

for safety.
‡Don’t hide your wisdom for the sake
of seeming fair.

24For wisdomwill be known by speech,
and instruction by the word of the
tongue.

25Don’t speak against the truth
and be shamed for your ignorance.

26Don’t be ashamed to confess your sins.
Don’t fight the river’s current.

27 Don’t lay yourself down for a fool to
tread upon.

Don’t be partial to one who is mighty.
28 Strive for the truth to death,

and the Lord Godwill fight for you.
29Don’t be hasty with your tongue,

or slack and negligent in your deeds.
30Don’t be like a lion in your house,

or suspicious of your servants.
31 Don’t let your hand be stretched out to

receive,
and closed when you should repay.

5
1Don’t set your heart upon your goods.

Don’t say, “They are sufficient forme.”
2 Don’t follow your own mind and your

strength
to walk in the desires of your heart.

3Don’t say, “Whowill have dominion over
me?”

for the Lord will surely take
vengeance on you.

4Don’t say, “I sinned, and what happened
tome?”

for the Lord is patient.
5Don’t be so confident of atonement

that you add sin upon sins.
6Don’t say, “His compassion is great.

Hewill be pacified for themultitude of
my sins,”

for mercy andwrath are with him,
and his indignation will rest on sin-
ners.

7Don’t wait to turn to the Lord.
Don’t put off from day to day;
for suddenly thewrathof theLordwill
come on you,

and you will perish in the time of
vengeance.

8 Don’t set your heart upon unrighteous
gains,

for youwill profitnothing in thedayof
calamity.

9Don’t winnowwith every wind.
Don’t walk in every path.
This is what the sinner who has a dou-
ble tongue does.

10Be steadfast in your understanding.
Let your speech be consistent.

11Be swift to hear
and answer with patience.

12 If you have understanding, answer your
neighbor;

but if not, put your hand over your
mouth.

13Glory and dishonor is in talk.
Aman’s tonguemay be his downfall.

14Don’t be called a whisperer.
Don’t lie in wait with your tongue;
for shame is on the thief,
and an evil condemnation is on him
who has a double tongue.

15 Don’t be ignorant in a great or small
matter.

6
1 Don’t become an enemy instead of a

friend;
for an evil name will inherit shame
and reproach.

So it is with the sinner who has a dou-
ble tongue.

‡ 4:23 Somemanuscripts omit this line.
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2Don’t exalt yourself in the counsel of your
soul,

that your soul not be torn inpieces like
a bull.

3You will eat up your leaves, destroy your
fruit,

and leave yourself like a dry tree.
4Awicked soulwill destroyhimwhohas it,

and will make him a laughing stock to
his enemies.

5 Sweet words will multiply a man’s
friends.

A gracious tongue will multiply cour-
tesies.

6 Let those that are at peace with you be
many,

but your advisers one of a thousand.
7 If you want to gain a friend, get him in a

time of testing,
and don’t be in a hurry to trust him.

8For there is a friend just for an occasion.
He won’t continue in the day of your
affliction.

9 And there is a friend who turns into an
enemy.

He will discover strife to your re-
proach.

10And there is a friendwho is a companion
at the table,

but he won’t continue in the day of
your affliction.

11 In your prosperity hewill be as yourself,
and will be bold over your servants.

12 If you are brought low, hewill be against
you,

and will hide himself from your face.
13 Separate yourself from your enemies,

and beware of your friends.
14A faithful friend is a strong defense.

He who has found him has found a
treasure.

15 There is nothing that can be taken in
exchange for a faithful friend.

His excellency is beyond price.
16 A faithful friend is a life-saving

medicine.
Thosewho fear the Lordwill find him.

17Hewho fears the Lord directs his friend-
ship properly;

for as he is, so is his neighbor also.

18 My son, gather instruction from your
youth up.

Evenwhenyouhavegrayhairyouwill
find wisdom.

19Come to her as one who plows and sows
andwait for her good fruit;

for your toil will be little in her cultivation,
and youwill soon eat of her fruit.

20How exceedingly harsh she is to the un-
learned!

He who is without understanding will
not remain in her.

21Shewill rest upon him as amighty stone
of trial.

Hewon’t hesitate to cast her fromhim.
22For wisdom is according to her name.
She isn’t manifest to many.

23 Give ear, my son, and accept my judg-
ment.

Don’t refuse my counsel.
24Bring your feet into her fetters,

and your neck into her chain.
25 Put your shoulder under her and bear

her.
Don’t be grieved with her bonds.

26Come to her with all your soul.
Keep her ways with your whole
power.

27 Search and seek, and she will be made
known to you.

When you get hold of her, don’t let her
go.

28For at the last you will find her rest;
and she will be turned for you into
gladness.

29Her fetters will be to you for a covering
of strength,

and her chains for a robe of glory.
30For there is a golden ornament uponher,

and her bands are * a purple cord.
31You shall put her on as a robe of glory,

and shall put her on as a crown of
rejoicing.

32 My son, if you are willing, you will be
instructed.

If you will yield your soul, you will be
prudent.

33 If you love to hear, you will receive.
* 6:30Numbers 15:38
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If you incline your ear, you will be
wise.

34 Stand in themultitude of the elders.
Attach yourself to whomever is wise.

35 Be willing to listen to every godly dis-
course.

Don’t let the proverbs of understand-
ing escape you.

36 If you see aman of understanding, get to
him early.

Let your foot wear out the steps of his
doors.

37 Let your mind dwell on the ordinances
of the Lord

and meditate continually on his com-
mandments.

He will establish your heart
and your desire for wisdom will be
given to you.

7
1Do no evil,

so no evil will overtake you.
2Depart fromwrong,

and it will turn away from you.
3 My son, don’t sow upon the furrows of

unrighteousness,
and you won’t reap them sevenfold.

4Don’t seek preeminence from the Lord,
nor the seat of honor from the king.

5 Don’t justify yourself in the presence of
the Lord,

and don’t display your wisdom before
the king.

6Don’t seek to be a judge,
lest you not be able to take away iniq-
uities,

lest perhaps you fear the person of a
mighty man,

and laya stumblingblock in thewayof
your uprightness.

7Don’t sin against themultitude of the city.
Don’t disgrace yourself in the crowd.

8Don’t commit a sin twice,
for even in one youwill not be unpun-
ished.

9 Don’t say, “He will look upon the multi-
tude of my gifts.

When I make an offering to the Most
High God, he will accept it.”

10Don’t be faint-hearted in your prayer.
Don’t neglect to give alms.

11Don’t laugh aman to scornwhen he is in
the bitterness of his soul,

for there is one who humbles and ex-
alts.

12Don’t devise† a lie against your brother,
or do the same to a friend.

13Refuse to utter a lie,
for that habit results in no good.

14Don’t babble in the assembly of elders.
Don’t repeat your words in your
prayer.

15Don’t hate hard labor
or farm work, which the Most High
has created.

16Don’t number yourself among themulti-
tude of sinners.

Remember that wrath will not wait.
17Humble your soul greatly,

for the punishment of the ungodly
man is fire and the worm.

18Don’t exchange a friend for something,
neither a true brother for the gold of
Ophir.

19 Don’t deprive yourself of a wise and
good wife,

for her grace is worthmore than gold.
20 Don’t abuse a servant who works faith-

fully,
or a hireling who gives you his life.

21Let your soul love a wise servant.
Don’t defraud him of liberty.

22Do you have cattle? Look after them.
If they are profitable to you, let them
stay by you.

23Do you have children? Correct them,
and make them obedient from their
youth.

24 Do you have daughters? Take care of
their bodies,

and don’t be overly indulgent toward
them.

25 Give your daughter in marriage, and
you will have accomplished a great
matter.

† 7:12 Gr. Don’t plow
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Give her to aman of understanding.

26 Do you have a wife who pleases you?
Don’t cast her out.

‡ But don’t trust yourself to one who is
hateful.

27 Honor your father with your whole
heart,

and don’t forget the birth pangs of
yourmother.

28Remember that you were born of them.
What will you repay them for the
things that they have done for you?

29Fear the Lord with all your soul;
and revere his priests.

30 With all your strength love him who
made you.

Don’t forsake his ministers.
31Fear the Lord and honor the priest.

Give himhis portion, even as it is com-
manded you:

the first fruits, the trespass offering,
the gift of the shoulders,

the sacrifice of sanctification, and the
first fruits of holy things.

32 Also stretch out your hand to the poor
man,

that your blessingmay be complete.
33 A gift has grace in the sight of every

livingman.
Don’t withhold grace for a deadman.

34Don’t avoid those whoweep,
andmourn with those whomourn.

35Don’t be slow to visit a sick man,
for by such things you will gain love.

36 In all your words, remember eternity,
and you will never sin.

8
1Don’t contend with amighty man,

lest perhaps you fall into his hands.
2Don’t strive with a richman, lest perhaps

he overpower you;
for gold has destroyedmany,
and turned away the hearts of kings.

3Don’t argue with a loudmouthedman.
Don’t heap wood upon his fire.

4Don’t make fun of a rudeman,
lest your ancestors be dishonored.

5 Don’t reproach a man when he turns
from sin.

Remember that we are all worthy of
punishment.

6Don’t dishonor aman in his old age,
for some of us are also growing old.

7Don’t rejoice over anyone’s death.
Remember that we all die.

8Don’t neglect the discourse of the wise.
Be conversant with their proverbs;
for fromthemyouwill learndiscipline
and how to serve great men.

9Don’t miss the discourse of the aged,
for they also learned from their par-
ents,

because from them you will learn un-
derstanding,

and to give an answer in time of need.

10Don’t kindle the coals of a sinner,
lest you be burned with the flame of
his fire.

11 Don’t rise up from the presence of an
insolent man,

lest he lie in wait as an ambush for
yourmouth.

12Don’t lend to amanwho is stronger than
you;

and if you lend, count it as a loss.
13Don’t be surety beyond yourmeans.

If you give surety, think as one who
will have to pay.

14Don’t go to lawwith a judge;
for according to his honor they will
give judgment for him.

15Don’t travel with a reckless man,
lest he be burdensome to you;
for he will do as he pleases,
and you will perish with his folly.

16Don’t fight with a wrathful man.
Don’t travel with him through the
desert,

for blood is as nothing in his sight.
Where there is no help, he will over-
throw you.

17Don’t consult with a fool,
for he will not be able to keep a secret.

‡ 7:26Many authorities omit this line
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18Do no secret thing before a stranger,
for you don’t knowwhat it will cause.

19Don’t open your heart to everyman.
Don’t let him return you a favor.

9
1 Don’t be jealous over the wife of your

bosom,
and don’t teach her an evil lesson
against yourself.

2Don’t give your soul to a woman
and let her trample down your
strength.

3Don’t go to meet a woman who plays the
prostitute,

lest perhaps you fall into her snares.
4 Don’t associate with a woman who is a

singer,
lest perhaps you be caught by her
tricks.

5Don’t gaze at a virgin,
lest perhaps you stumble and incur
penalties for her.

6Don’t give your soul to prostitutes,
that you not lose your inheritance.

7 Don’t look around in the streets of the
city.

Don’t wander in its deserted places.
8 Turn your eye away from a beautiful

woman,
and don’t gaze at another’s beauty.

Manyhavebeen ledastrayby thebeautyof
a woman;

and with this, passion is kindled like a
fire.

9Don’t dine at all with a womanwho has a
husband,

or revel with her at wine,†
lest perhaps your soul turn away to
her,

and with your spirit you slide into de-
struction.

10Don’t forsake an old friend;
for a new one is not comparable to
him.

A new friend is like newwine:
if it becomes old, youwill drink it with
gladness.

11Don’t envy the success of a sinner;

for you don’t know what his end will
be.

12 Don’t delight in the delights of the un-
godly.

Remember they will not go unpun-
ished to‡ the grave.

13 Keep yourself far from the man who
has§ power to kill,

and you will not be troubled by the
fear of death.

If you come to him, commit no fault,
lest he take away your life.

Know surely that you go about in themidst
of snares,

and walk upon the battlements of a
city.

14 As well as you can, aim to know your
neighbors,

and take counsel with the wise.
15 Let your conversation be with men of

understanding.
Let all your discourse be in the law of
theMost High.

16 Let righteous people be companions at
your table.

Let your glorying be in the fear of the
Lord.

17 A work is commended because of the
skill of the artisan;

so he who rules the people will be
considered wise for his speech.

18A loudmouthed man is dangerous in his
city.

Hewho is reckless inhis speechwill be
hated.

10
1Awise judge will instruct his people.

The government of a man of under-
standing will be well ordered.

2 As is the judge of his people, so are his
officials.

As the city’s ruler is, so are all those
who dwell in it.

3 An undisciplined king will destroy his
people.

† 9:9 The preceding line of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 9:12 Gr. Hades. § 9:13Or, authority
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A city will be established through the
understanding of the powerful.

4 The government of the earth is in the
Lord’s hand.

In due time, hewill raise up over it the
right person at the right time.

5Aman’s prosperity is in the Lord’s hand.
He will lay his honor upon the person
of the scribe.

6 Don’t be angry with your neighbor for
every wrong.

Do nothing by works of violence.
7Pride is hateful before the Lord andmen.

Arrogance is abhorrent in the judg-
ment of both.

8Sovereignty is transferred fromnation to
nation

because of injustice, violence, and
greed for money.

9Why are dirt and ashes proud?†
Because in life, my body decays.

10A long disease mocks the physician.
The king of today will die tomorrow.

11For when aman is dead,
he will inherit maggots, vermin, and
worms.

12 It is the beginning of pride when a man
departs from the Lord.

His heart has departed from him who
made him.

13For the beginning of pride is sin.
He who keeps it will pour out abomi-
nation.

For this cause the Lord brought upon them
strange calamities

and utterly overthrew them.
14The Lord cast down the thrones of rulers

and set the lowly in their place.
15The Lord plucked up the roots of nations

and planted the lowly in their place.
16The Lord overthrew the lands of nations

and destroyed them to the founda-
tions of the earth.

17 He took some of them away and de-
stroyed them,

andmade theirmemory to cease from
the earth.

18Pride has not been created for men,

norwrathful anger for the offspring of
women.

19Whose offspring has honor?
Human offspring who fear the Lord.

Whose offspring has no honor?
Human offspring who break the com-
mandments.

20 In the midst of kindred he who rules
them has honor.

Thosewho fear theLordhavehonor in
his eyes.

21 ‡
22 The rich man, the honorable, and the

poor
all glory in the fear of the Lord.

23 It is not right to dishonor a poor man
who has understanding.

It is not fitting to glorify a man who is
a sinner.

24 The prince, the judge, and the mighty
manwill be honored.

There is not one of them greater than
he who fears the Lord.

25Freemenwillminister to awise servant.
A man who has knowledge will not
complain.

26Don’t flaunt your wisdom in doing your
work.

Don’t boast in the timeofyourdistress.
27 Better is he who labors and abounds in

all things,
than he who boasts and lacks bread.

28My son, glorify your soul in humility,
and ascribe to yourself honor accord-
ing to your worthiness.

29Whowill justify himwho sins against his
own soul?

Who will honor him who dishonors
his own life?

30 A poor man is honored for his knowl-
edge.

A richman is honored for his riches.
31 But he who is honored in poverty, how

muchmore in riches?
He who is dishonored in riches, how
muchmore in poverty?

† 10:9 Two lines of this verse are here omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 10:21 Verse 21 is omitted by the best
authorities: Fear of the Lord is the beginning of acceptance, but obstinance and pride are the beginning of rejection.



Sirach 11:1 1038 Sirach 11:29

11
1 The wisdom of the lowly will lift up his

head,
andmake him sit in the midst of great
men.

2Don’t commend aman for his good looks.
Don’t abhor a man for his outward
appearance.

3The bee is little among flying creatures,
but what it produces is the best of
confections.

4Don’t boast about the clothes you wear,
and don’t exalt yourself in the day of
honor;

for the Lord’s works are wonderful,
and hisworks are hidden amongmen.

5 Many† kings have sat down upon the
ground,

but onewhowas never thought of has
worn a crown.

6Many mighty men have been greatly dis-
graced.

Men of renown have been delivered
into other men’s hands.

7Don’t blame before you investigate.
Understand first, and then rebuke.

8Don’t answer before you have heard.
Don’t interrupt while someone else is
speaking.

9 Don’t argue about a matter that doesn’t
concern you.

Don’t sitwith sinnerswhen they judge.
10My son, don’t be busy about many mat-

ters;
for if you meddle much, you will not
be unpunished.

If you pursue, you will not overtake,
and you will not escape by fleeing.

11 There is one who toils, labors, and hur-
ries,

and is evenmore behind.
12 There is one who is sluggish, and needs

help,
lacking in strength, and who abounds
in poverty,

but the Lord’s eyes looked upon him for
good,

and he raised him up from his low
condition,

13and lifted up his head
so that manymarveled at him.

14Good things and bad, life and death,
poverty and riches, are from the Lord.
15-16 ‡

17The Lord’s gift remains with the godly.
His good pleasure will prosper for-
ever.

18One grows rich by his diligence and self-
denial,

and this is the portion of his reward:
19when he says, “I have found rest,

and now I will eat of my goods!”
he doesn’t know howmuch time will pass

until he leaves themtoothersanddies.
20 Be steadfast in your covenant and be

doing it,
and grow old in your work.

21Don’t marvel at the works of a sinner,
but trust the Lord and stay in your
labor;

for it is aneasy thing in the sightof theLord
to swiftly and suddenly make a poor
man rich.

22 The Lord’s blessing is in the reward of
the godly.

He makes his blessing flourish in an
hour that comes swiftly.

23Don’t say, “What use is there of me?
What further good things can be
mine?”

24Don’t say, “I have enough.
What harmcouldhappen tomenow?”

25 In the day of good things, bad things are
forgotten.

In the day of bad things, amanwill not
remember things that are good.

26 For it is an easy thing in the sight of the
Lord

to reward a man in the day of death
according to his ways.

27The affliction of an hour causes delights
to be forgotten.

In the end, aman’s deeds are revealed.
28Call noman happy before his death.

Amanwill be known in his children.
29Don’t bring everyman into your house,

† 11:5 Gr. tyrants ‡ 11:15-16 Verses 15 and 16 are omitted by the best authorities.
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for many are the tricks of a deceitful
man.

30Like a decoy partridge in a cage, so is the
heart of a proudman.

Like a spy, he looks for yourweakness.
31For he lies in wait to turn things that are

good into evil,
and assigns blame in things that are
praiseworthy.

32 From a spark of fire, a heap of many
coals is kindled,

and a sinful man lies in wait to shed
blood.

33 Take heed of an evil-doer, for he plans
wicked things,

lest perhaps he ruin your reputation
forever.

34Receive a stranger into your house, and
he will distract you with arguments

and estrange you from your own fam-
ily.

12
1 If you do good, know to whom you do it,

and your good deedswill have thanks.
2Do good to a godlyman, and youwill find

a reward—
if not from him, then from the Most
High.

3No good will come to him who continues
to do evil,

nor to himwho gives no alms.
4Give to the godly man,

and don’t help the sinner.
5Do good to one who is lowly.

Don’t give to an ungodly man.
Keep back his bread, and don’t give it to

him,
lest he subdue you with it;

for you would receive twice as much evil
for all the good you would have done
to him.

6For theMost High also hates sinners,
and will repay vengeance to the un-
godly.†

7Give to the goodman,
and don’t help the sinner.

8 A man’s friend won’t be‡ fully tried in
prosperity.

His enemy won’t be hidden in adver-
sity.

9 In a man’s prosperity, his enemies are
grieved.

In his adversity, even his friend
leaves.

10Never trust your enemy,
for his wickedness is like corrosion in
copper.

11 Though he humbles himself and walks
bowed down,

still be careful and beware of him.
You will be to him as one who has wiped a

mirror,
to be sure it doesn’t completely tar-
nish.

12Don’t set him next to you,
lest he overthrow you and stand in
your place.

Don’t let him sit on your right hand,
lest he seek to take your seat,

andat the last youacknowledgemywords,
and be pricked withmy sayings.

13Whowill pity a charmer that is bitten by
a snake,

or any who come near wild beasts?
14Even so, whowill pity himwho goes to a

sinner,
and is associated with him in his sins?

15For a while he will stay with you,
and if you falter, he will not stay.

16 The enemy will speak sweetly with his
lips,

and in his heart plan to throwyou into
a pit.

The enemymayweep with his eyes,
but if he finds opportunity, he will
want more blood.

17 If adversitymeets you, youwill find him
there before you.

Pretending to help you, he will trip
you.

18Hewill shake his head, clap his hands,
whispermuch, and changehis counte-
nance.

13
1Hewho touches pitch will be defiled.

† 12:6 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 12:8Or, punished
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He who has fellowship with a proud
manwill become like him.

2 Don’t take up a burden above your
strength.

Have no fellowship with one who is
mightier and richer than yourself.

What fellowship would the earthen pot
have with the kettle?

The kettle will strike, and the pot will
be dashed in pieces.

3Therichmandoesawrongand threatens.
The poor is wronged and apologizes.

4 If you are profitable, he will exploit you.
If you are in need, he will forsake you.

5 If you own something, he will live with
you.

He will drain your resources and will
not be sorry.

6Does he need you? Then he will deceive
you,

smile at you, and give you hope.
He will speak kindly to you and say,

“What do you need?”
7Hewill shame you by his delicacies

until he has made you bare twice or
thrice,

and in the end he will laugh you to
scorn.

Afterwardhewill seeyou,will forsakeyou,
and shake his head at you.

8Beware that you are not deceived
and brought low in your enjoyment.

9 If a mighty man invites you, be reserved,
and he will invite youmore.

10Don’t press him, lest you be thrust back.
Don’t stand far off, lest you be forgot-
ten.

11Don’t try to speak with him as an equal,
and don’t believe his manywords;

for he will test you withmuch talk,
and will examine you in a smiling
manner.

12Hewhodoesn’t keep secrets to himself is
unmerciful.

Hewon’t hesitate to harm and to bind.
13Keep them to yourself and be careful,

for you walk† in danger of falling.
14 ‡

15Every living creature loves its own kind,
and everyman loves his neighbor.

16All flesh associates with their own kind.
Amanwill stick to people like himself.

17 What fellowship would the wolf have
with the lamb?

So is the sinner to the godly.
18 What peace is there between a hyena

and a dog?
What peace is there between a rich
man and the poor?

19Wild donkeys are the prey of lions in the
wilderness;

likewise poor men are feeding
grounds for the rich.

20 Lowliness is an abomination to a proud
man;

likewiseapoorman isanabomination
to the rich.

21 When a rich man is shaken, he is sup-
ported by his friends,

but when the humble is down, he is
pushed away even by his friends.

22When a rich man falls, there are many
helpers.

He speaks things not to be spoken, and
men justify him.

A humble man falls, andmen rebuke him.
He utters wisdom, and is not listened
to.

23A richman speaks, and all keep silence.
They extol what he says to the clouds.

A poor man speaks, and they say, “Who is
this?”

If he stumbles, they will help to over-
throw him.

24Riches are good if they have no sin.
Poverty is evil only in the opinion of
the ungodly.

25 The heart of a man changes his counte-
nance,

whether it is for good or for evil.§
26 A cheerful countenance is a sign of a

prosperous heart.
Devising proverbs takes strenuous
thinking.

† 13:13 Gr. along with. ‡ 13:14 The remainder of verse 13, and verse 14, are omitted by the best authorities.
§ 13:25 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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14
1 Blessed is the man who has not slipped

with his mouth,
and doesn’t suffer from sorrow for
sins.

2 Blessed is he whose soul does not con-
demn him,

and who has not given up hope.

3 Riches are not appropriate for a stingy
person.

What would amiser do withmoney?
4Hewho gathers by denying himself gath-

ers for others.
Others will revel in his goods.

5 If one ismean to himself, towhomwill he
be good?

He won’t enjoy his possessions.
6 There is none more evil than he who is

grudging to himself.
This is a punishment for his wicked-
ness.

7Even if he does good, he does it in forget-
fulness.

In the end, he reveals his wickedness.
8Amiser is evil.

He turns away and disregards souls.
9A covetousman’s eye is not satisfiedwith

his portion.
Wicked injustice dries up his soul.

10Amiser begrudges bread,
and it is lacking at his table.

11 My son, according to what you have,
treat yourself well,

and bring worthy offerings to the
Lord.

12Remember that death will not wait,
and that the covenant of Hades hasn’t
been shown to you.

13Do good to your friends before you die.
According to your ability, reach out
and give to them.

14Don’t deprive yourself of a good day.
Don’t let your share of a desired good
pass you by.

15Won’t you leave your labors to another,
and your toils be divided by lot?

16Give, take, and treat yourself well,
because there is no seeking of luxury
in Hades.

17All flesh grows old like a garment,

for the covenant from the beginning
is, “Youmust die!”

18 Like the leaves flourishing on a thick
tree,

some it sheds, and some grow,
so also are the generations of flesh and

blood:
one comes to an end and another is
born.

19Every work rots and falls away,
and its builder will depart with it.

20 Blessed is the man who meditates on
wisdom,

and who reasons by his understand-
ing.

21Hewho considers her ways in his heart
will also have knowledge of her se-
crets.

22Go after her like a hunter,
and lie in wait in her paths.

23Hewho peers in at her windows
will also listen at her doors.

24Hewho lodges close to her house
will also fasten a nail in her walls.

25Hewill pitch his tent near at hand to her,
andwill lodge in a lodgingwhere good
things are.

26He will set his children under her shel-
ter,

and will rest under her branches.
27By her he will be covered from heat,

and will lodge in her glory.

15
1Hewho fears the Lord will do this.

He who has possession of the law will
obtain her.

2 She will meet him like amother,
and receive him like awifemarried in
her virginity.

3 She will feed him with bread of under-
standing

and give him water of wisdom to
drink.

4He will be stayed upon her, and will not
bemoved.

He will rely upon her, and will not be
confounded.

5 She will exalt him above his neighbors.
Shewill openhismouth in themidst of
the congregation.

6Hewill inherit joy, a crown of gladness,
and an everlasting name.
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7Foolishmenwill not obtain her.
Sinners will not see her.

8 She is far from pride.
Liars will not remember her.

9 Praise is not attractive in the mouth of a
sinner;

for it was not sent to him from the
Lord.

10For praise will be spoken in wisdom;
The Lord will prosper it.

11 Don’t say, “It is through the Lord that I
fell away;”

for you shall not do the things that he
hates.

12Don’t say, “It is he that causedme to err;”
for he has no need of a sinful man.

13The Lord hates every abomination;
and those who fear him don’t love
them.

14 He himself made man from the begin-
ning

and left him in the hand of his own
counsel.

15 If you choose, you can keep the com-
mandments.

To be faithful is a matter of your
choice.

16He has set fire and water before you.
You will stretch forth your hand to
whichever you desire.

17Before man is life and death.
Whichever he likes, it will be given to
him.

18For the wisdom of the Lord is great.
He is mighty in power, and sees all
things.

19His eyes are upon those who fear him.
He knows every act of man.

20 He has not commanded any man to be
ungodly.

He has not given any man license to
sin.

16
1 Don’t desire a multitude of unprofitable

children,
neither delight in ungodly sons.

2 If theymultiply, don’t delight in them
unless the fear of the Lord is in them.

3Don’t trust in their life.
Don’t rely on their numbers;

for one can be better than a thousand,
and to die childless than to have un-
godly children.

4 For from one who has understanding, a
city will be populated,

but a race of wickedmenwill bemade
desolate.

5 I have seen many such things with my
eyes.

My ear has heardmightier things than
these.

6 In a congregation of sinners, a firewill be
kindled.

In a disobedient nation, wrath is kin-
dled.

7He was not pacified toward the giants of
old time,

who revolted in their strength.
8He didn’t spare Lot’s neighbors,

whom he abhorred for their pride.
9He didn’t pity the people of perdition

whowere taken away in their sins,
10 or in like manner, the six hundred
thousand footmen

who were gathered together in the
hardness of their hearts.

11Even if there is one stiff-necked person,
it is amarvel if hewill be unpunished;
for mercy and wrath are both with
himwho is mighty to forgive,

and he pours out wrath.
12As hismercy is great, so is his correction

also.
He judges a man according to his
works.

13The sinner will not escape with plunder.
The perseverance of the godlywill not
be frustrated.

14 He will make room for every work of
mercy.

Eachmanwill receive according to his
works.

15-16 †

17 Don’t say, “I will be hidden from the
Lord,”

and “Who will remember me from on
high?”

Iwill notbeknownamongsomanypeople,
for what is my soul in a boundless
creation?

† 16:15-16 Verses 15 and 16 are omitted by the best authorities.
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18Behold, the heaven, the heaven of heav-
ens,

the deep, and the earth, will bemoved
when he visits.

19 The mountains and the foundations of
the earth together

are shaken with trembling when he
looks at them.

20No heart will think about these things.
Who could comprehend his ways?

21Like a tempest which noman can see,
so, the majority of his works are‡ hid-
den.

22Whowill declare hisworks of righteous-
ness?

Whowill wait for them?
For his covenant is afar off.§

23 He who is lacking in† understanding
thinks about these things.

Anunwise anderringman thinks fool-
ishly.

24My son, listen to me, learn knowledge,
and heedmywords with your heart.

25 I will impart instruction with precision,
and declare knowledge exactly.

26 In the judgment of the Lord are his
works from the beginning.

From the making of them he deter-
mined their boundaries.

27He arranged his works for all time,
and their beginnings to their genera-
tions.

They aren’t hungry or weary,
and they don’t cease from theirworks.

28No one pushes aside his neighbor.
They will never disobey his word.

29 After this also the Lord looked at the
earth

and filled it with his blessings.
30 All manner of living things covered its

surface,
and they return into it.

17
1The Lord createdmankind out of earth,

and turned them back to it again.
2He gave them days by number, and a set

time,
and gave them authority over the
things that are on it.

3 He endowed them with strength proper
to them,

and made them according to his own
image.

4He put the fear of man upon all flesh,
and gave him dominion over beasts
and birds.

5 †
6He gave them counsel, tongue, eyes,

ears, and heart to have understand-
ing.

7 He filled them with the knowledge of
wisdom,

and showed them good and evil.
8He set his eye upon their hearts,

to show them themajesty of hisworks.
9 ‡

10And they will praise his holy name,
§ that they may declare the majesty of
his works.

11He added to them knowledge,
and gave them a law of life for a her-
itage.

12 He made an everlasting covenant with
them,

and showed them his decrees.
13Their eyes saw themajesty of his glory.

Their ears heard the glory of his voice.
14He said to them, “Beware of all unrigh-

teousness.”
So he gave them commandment, each
man concerning his neighbor.

15Their ways are ever before him.
They will not be hidden from his eyes.
16 †

17 ‡For every nation he appointed a ruler,
but Israel is the Lord’s portion.
18 §

19 All their works are as clear as the sun
before him.

‡ 16:21Gr. amonghidden things. § 16:22The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 16:23
Gr. heart. † 17:5 Verse 5 is omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 17:9 Verse 9 is omitted by the best authorities.
§ 17:10 This line is added by the best authorities. † 17:16Verses 16, 18, and 21 are omitted by the best authorities.

‡ 17:17 The preceding part of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. § 17:18 Verses 16, 18, and 21 are
omitted by the best authorities.
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His eyes are continually upon their
ways.

20 Their iniquities are not hidden from
him.

All their sins are before the Lord.
21 †

22Withhim the alms of aman is as a signet.
He will keep a man’s kindness as the
pupil of the eye.‡

23 Afterwards he will rise up and repay
them,

and give their repayment upon their
head.

24However to those who repent he grants
a return.

He comforts those who are losing
hope.

25Return to the Lord, and forsake sins.
Make your prayer before his face of-
fend less.

26 Turn again to the Most High, and turn
away from iniquity.§

Greatly hate the abominable thing.
27Whowill give praise to the Most High in

Hades,
in place of the living who return
thanks?

28Thanksgiving perishes from the dead, as
from one who doesn’t exist.

Hewho is in life and healthwill praise
the Lord.

29How great is the mercy of the Lord,
and his forgiveness to those who turn
to him!

30 For humans are not capable of every-
thing,

because the son of man is not immor-
tal.

31What is brighter than the sun? Yet even
this can be eclipsed.

So flesh and blood devise evil.
32He looks upon the power of the height of

heaven,
while all men are earth and ashes.

18
1 He who lives forever created the whole

universe.
2The Lord alone is just.

3 †
4He has given power to declare his works

to no one.
Who could trace out hismighty deeds?

5 Who could measure the strength of his
majesty?

Who could also proclaim his mercies?
6As for the wondrous works of the Lord, it

is not possible to take from themnor
add to them,

neither is it possible to explore them.
7When a man has finished, then he is just

at the beginning.
When he stops, then he will be per-
plexed.

8What is mankind, and what purpose do
they serve?

What is their good, and what is their
evil?

9Thenumber ofman’s days at themost are
a hundred years.

10 As a drop of water from the sea, and a
pebble from the sand,

so are a few years in the day of eter-
nity.

11For this cause the Lord was patient over
them,

and poured out his mercy upon them.
12He sawandperceived their end, that it is

evil.
Therefore he multiplied his forgive-
ness.

13Themercy of a man is on his neighbor;
but the mercy of the Lord is on all
flesh:

reproving, chastening, teaching,
and bringing back, as a shepherd does
his flock.

14He hasmercy on those who accept chas-
tening,

and that diligently seek after his judg-
ments.

15My son, don’t add reproach to your good
deeds,

and no harsh words in any of your
giving.

16 Doesn’t the dew relieve the scorching
heat?

So a word is better than a gift.
† 17:21Verses 16, 18, and 21 are omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 17:22 The remainder of this verse is omitted by
the best authorities. § 17:26 A line is here omitted by the best authorities. † 18:3 The remainder of verse 2,
and verse 3, are omitted by the best authorities.
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17Behold, isn’t a word better than a gift?
Both are with a gracious person.

18A fool is ungracious and abusive.
The gift of a grudging person con-
sumes the eyes.

19Learn before you speak.
Takecareofyourhealthbeforeyouget
sick.

20Before judgment, examine yourself,
and in the hour of scrutiny you will
find forgiveness.

21Humble yourself before you get sick.
In the time of sins, repent.

22Let nothing hinder you to pay your vow
in due time.

Don’t wait until death to be released.
23 Before you make a vow, prepare your-

self.
Don’t be like amanwho tests the Lord.

24 Think about the wrath coming in the
days of the end,

and the time of vengeance, when he
turns away his face.

25 In the days of fullness remember the
time of hunger.

Remember poverty and lack in the
days of wealth.

26 From morning until evening, the time
changes.

All things are speedy before the Lord.
27Awise man is cautious in everything.

In days of sinning, he will beware of
offense.‡

28Everyman of understanding knowswis-
dom.

He will give thanks to him who found
her.

29Theywhowere of understanding in say-
ings also becamewise themselves,

and poured out apt proverbs.

30Don’t go after your lusts.
Restrain your appetites.

31 If you give fully to your soul the delight
of her desire,

she will make you§ the laughing stock
of your enemies.

32Don’t makemerry inmuch luxury,
and don’t be tied to its expense.

33 Don’t be made a beggar by banqueting
with borrowedmoney

when you have nothing in your
purse.†

19
1 A worker who is a drunkard will not

become rich.
He who despises small things will fall
little by little.

2Wine and women will make men of un-
derstanding go astray.

He who joins with prostitutes is reck-
less.

3Decay and worms will have him as their
heritage.

A reckless soul will be taken away.
4 He who is hasty to trust is shallow-

hearted.
He who sins offends against his own
soul.

5 He who rejoices in wickedness will be
condemned.†

6 ‡ He who hates gossip has less wicked-
ness.

7Never repeat what is told you,
and youwon’t lose anything.

8Whether it is of friend or foe, don’t tell it.
Unless it is a sin to you, don’t reveal it.

9For if hehas heard youandobserved you,
when the time comes, hewill hate you.

10 Have you heard something? Let it die
with you.

Be brave: it will not make you burst!
11A fool will travail in pain with a word,

as a woman in labor with a child.
12As an arrow that sticks in the flesh of the

thigh,
so is gossip in a fool.

13Question a friend; it may be he didn’t do
it.

If he did something, it may be that he
may do it nomore.

14 Question your neighbor; it may be he
didn’t say it.

‡ 18:27 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. § 18:31 Or, a rejoicing to † 18:33 The
remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 19:5 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best
authorities. ‡ 19:6 The preceding part of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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If he has said it, it may be that he may
not say it again.

15Question a friend; for many times there
is slander.

Don’t trust every word.
16There is one who slips, and not from the

heart.
Who is he who hasn’t sinned with his
tongue?

17 Reprove your neighbor before you
threaten him;

and give place to the law of the Most
High.

18-19 §
20All wisdom is the fear of the Lord.

In all wisdom is the doing of the law.
21 †

22The knowledge ofwickedness is not wis-
dom.

The prudence of sinners is not coun-
sel.

23There is awickedness, and it is an abom-
ination.

There is a fool lacking in wisdom.
24 Better is one who has little understand-

ing, and fears God,
than one who has much intelligence
and transgresses the law.

25 There is an exquisite subtlety, and it is
unjust.

And there is onewhoperverts favor to
gain a judgment.‡

26 There is one who does wickedly, who
hangs down his head with mourn-
ing;

but inwardly he is full of deceit,
27bowing down his face, and pretend-
ing to be deaf in one ear.

Where he isn’t known, he will take
advantage of you.

28 And if for lack of power he is hindered
from sinning,

if he finds opportunity, he will do mis-
chief.

29Amanwill be known by his appearance.
One who has understanding will be
known by his face when you meet
him.

30Aman’s attire, grinning laughter,
and thewayhewalks showwhat he is.

20
1There is a reproof that is not timely;

and there is a person who is wise
enough to keep silent.

2How good is it to reprove, rather than to
be angry.

He who confesses will be kept back
from harm.

3 †
4 As is the lust of a eunuch to deflower a

virgin,
so is he who executes judgments with
violence.

5There isonewhokeeps silentand is found
wise;

and there is one who is hated for his
much talk.

6 There is one who keeps silent, for he has
no answer to make;

And there is one who keeps silent,
knowing when to speak.

7 A wise man will be silent until his time
has come,

but the braggart and fool will miss his
time.

8 He who uses many words will be ab-
horred.

He who takes authority for himself
will be hated in it.

9 There is a prosperity that a man finds in
misfortunes;

and there is a gain that turns to loss.
10There is a gift that will not profit you;

and there is a gift that pays back dou-
ble.

11There are losses because of glory;
and there is one who has lifted up his
head from a low estate.

12There is one who buysmuch for a little,
and pays for it again sevenfold.

13He who is wise in words will make him-
self beloved;

but the pleasantries of fools will be
wasted.

14The gift of a fool will not profit you,‡

§ 19:18-19 Verses 18 and 19 are omitted by the best authorities. † 19:21 The remainder of verse 20 and verse 21
are omittedby thebest authorities. ‡ 19:25The remainder of this verse is omittedby thebest authorities. † 20:3
Verse 3 is omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 20:14 A line of this verse is here omitted by the best authorities.



Sirach 20:15 1047 Sirach 21:9

for he looks for repayment many
times instead of one.

15Hewill give little and insult much.
He will open his mouth like a crier.

Today he will lend, and tomorrow he will
ask for it back.

Such a one is a hateful man.
16The fool will say, “I have no friend,

and I have no thanks for my good
deeds.

Those who eat my bread have an evil
tongue.”

17How often, and of how many, will he be
laughed to scorn!§

18A slip on a pavement is better than a slip
with the tongue.

So the fall of the wicked will come
speedily.

19 A man without grace is a tale out of
season.

It will be continually in the mouth of
the ignorant.

20 A parable from a fool’s mouth will be
rejected;

for he won’t tell it at the proper time.

21 There is one who is hindered from sin-
ning through lack.

Whenhe rests, hewill not be troubled.
22 There is one who destroys his soul

through bashfulness.
By a foolish countenance, he will de-
stroy it.

23There is one who for bashfulness makes
promises to his friend;

and hemakes himhis enemy for noth-
ing.

24A lie is an ugly blot on a person.
It will be continually in the mouth of
the ignorant.

25A thief is better than a man who is con-
tinually lying,

but they both will inherit destruction.
26The destination of a liar is dishonor.

His shame is with him continually.

27 He who is wise in words will advance
himself.

And one who is prudent will please
great men.

28 He who tills his land will raise his har-
vest high.

Hewhopleases greatmenwill get par-
don for iniquity.

29 Favors and gifts blind the eyes of the
wise,

and as a muzzle on the mouth, turn
away reproofs.

30Wisdomthat ishidden, and treasure that
is out of sight—

what profit is in either of them?
31Better is a manwho hides his folly

than amanwho hides his wisdom.
32 †

21
1My son, have you sinned?

Do it nomore;
and ask forgiveness for your past sins.

2Flee from sin as from the face of a snake;
for if you go near, it will bite you.

Its teeth are like lion’s teeth,
slaying people’s souls.

3All iniquity is as a two-edged sword.
Its stroke has no healing.

4 Terror and violence will waste away
riches.

So the house of an arrogant man will
be laid waste.

5 Supplication from a poor man’s mouth
reaches to the ears of† God,

and his judgment comes speedily.
6 One who hates reproof is in the path of

the sinner.
He who fears the Lord will repent in
his heart.

7He who is mighty in tongue is known far
away;

but the man of understanding knows
when he slips.

8Hewhobuilds his housewith othermen’s
money

is like one who gathers stones for his
own tomb.

9 The congregation of wicked men is as a
bundle of tow

§ 20:17 The latter part of verse 17 is omitted by the best authorities. † 20:32 Verse 32 is omitted by the best
authorities. † 21:5 Gr. him.
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with a flame of fire at the end of them.
10Theway of sinners is pavedwith stones;

and at the end of it is the pit of Hades.

11Hewhokeeps the lawbecomesmaster of
its intent.

The fulfilment of the fear of the Lord is
wisdom.

12 He who is not clever will not be in-
structed.

There is a clevernesswhichmakes bit-
terness abound.

13 The knowledge of a wise man will be
made to abound as a flood,

and his counsel as a fountain of life.
14 The inward parts of a fool are like a

broken vessel.
He will hold no knowledge.

15 If a man of knowledge hears a wise
word,

he will commend it and add to it.
Thewantonman hears it, and it displeases

him,
so he throws it away behind his back.

16 The chatter of a fool is like a burden in
the way,

but grace will be found on the lips of
the wise.

17Theutteranceof theprudentmanwill be
sought for in the congregation.

They will ponder his words in their
heart.

18 As a house that is destroyed, so is wis-
dom to a fool.

The knowledge of an unwise man is
talk without sense.‡

19 Instruction is as fetters on the feet of an
unwise man,

and as manacles on the right hand.
20A fool lifts up his voice with laughter,

but a clever man smiles quietly.
21 Instruction is to a prudent man as an

ornament of gold,
and as a bracelet upon his right arm.

22The foot of a fool rushes into a house,
but a man of experience will be
ashamed of entering.

23 A foolish man peers into the door of a
house,

but amanwho is instructedwill stand
outside.

24 It is rude for someone to listen at a door,
but a prudent person will be grieved
with the disgrace.

25 The lips of strangers will be grieved at
these things,

but the words of prudent men will be
weighed in the balance.

26The heart of fools is in their mouth,
but the mouth of wise men is their
heart.

27When the ungodly curses an adversary,
he curses his own soul.

28Awhisperer defiles his own soul,
andwill be hatedwherever he travels.

22
1Aslothfulman is compared toa stone that

is defiled.
Everyone will hiss at him in his dis-
grace.

2A slothful man is compared to the filth of
a dunghill.

Anyone who picks it up will shake it
out of his hand.

3An undisciplined child is a disgrace to his
father,

and a foolish daughter is born to his
loss.

4 A prudent daughter will inherit a hus-
band of her own.

She who brings shame is the grief of
her father.

5 She who is arrogant brings shame on
father and husband.

She will be despised by both of them.
6 Ill-timed conversation is like music in

mourning,
but stripes and correction arewisdom
in every season.

7 He who teaches a fool is like one who
glues potsherds together,

even like onewhowakes a sleeper out
of a deep sleep.

8 He who teaches a fool is as one who
teaches amanwho slumbers.

In the end he will say, “What is it?”
9-10 †

‡ 21:18 Gr. unexaminedwords. † 22:9-10 Verses 9 and 10 are omitted by the best authorities.
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11Weep for the dead, for he lacks light.
Weep for a fool, for he lacks under-
standing.

Weep more sweetly for the dead, because
he has found rest,

but the life of the fool is worse than
death.

12Mourning for the dead lasts seven days,
but for a fool and an ungodly man, it
lasts all the days of his life.

13Don’t talk muchwith a foolishman,
and don’t go to onewho has no under-
standing.

Beware of him, lest you have trouble and
be defiled in his onslaught.

Turnaway fromhim, andyouwill find
rest,

and you won’t be wearied in his mad-
ness.

14What would be heavier than lead?
What is its name, but “Fool”?

15 Sand, salt, and amass of iron is easier to
bear

than amanwithout understanding.

16Timbergirdedandbound intoabuilding
will not be released with shaking.

So a heart established in due season
on well advised counsel will not be
afraid.

17Aheart settled upon a thoughtful under-
standing

is as an ornament of plaster on a pol-
ished wall.

18Fences set on a high place will not stand
against the wind;

so a fearful heart in the imagination of
a foolwill not stand against any fear.

19 He who pricks the eye will make tears
fall.

Hewhopricks theheartmakes it show
feeling.

20 Whoever casts a stone at birds scares
them away.

He who insults a friend will dissolve
friendship.

21 If you have drawn a sword against a
friend, don’t despair,

for there may be a way back.
22 If you have opened your mouth against

a friend, don’t be afraid,
for there may be reconciliation,
unless it is for insulting, arrogance,
disclosing of a secret, or a treacher-
ous blow—

for these things any friend will flee.

23 Gain trust with your neighbor in his
poverty,

that in his prosperity you may have
gladness.

Stay steadfast to him in the time of his
affliction,

that you may be heir with him in his
inheritance.‡

24 Before fire is the vapor and smoke of a
furnace,

so insults precede bloodshed.
25 I won’t be ashamed to shelter a friend.

I won’t hide myself from his face.
26 If anyevil happens tomebecauseofhim,

everyone who hears it will beware of
him.

27Whowill set a watch over mymouth,
anda seal of shrewdnessuponmy lips,
that I may not fall from it, and that my
tonguemay not destroyme?

23
1O Lord, Father andMaster of my life,

don’t abandonme to their counsel.
Don’t let me fall because of them.

2Whowill set scourges over my thought,
and a discipline of wisdom over my
heart,

that they spareme not for my errors,
and not overlook their sins?

3Otherwisemyerrorsmight bemultiplied,
andmy sins abound,
I fall before my adversaries,
andmy enemy rejoice over me.†

4O Lord, Father and God of my life,
don’t give me a haughty eyes,‡
5and turn away evil desire fromme.§

6Let neither gluttonynor lust overtakeme.
‡ 22:23 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 23:3 The remainder of this verse is
omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 23:4 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. § 23:5 The
remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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Don’t give me over to a shameless
mind.

7 Listen, my children, to the discipline of
themouth.

He who keeps it will not be caught.
8 The sinner will be overpowered through

his lips.
By them, the insulter and the arrogant
will stumble.

9Don’t accustom yourmouth to an oath,
and don’t be accustomed to naming
the Holy One,

10 for as a servant who is continually
scourged will not lack bruises,

so he alsowho swears and continually
utters theNamewill not be cleansed
from sin.

11A man of many oaths will be filled with
iniquity.

The scourge will not depart from his
house.

If he offends, his sin will be upon him.
If he disregards it, he has sinned dou-
bly.

If he has sworn falsely, he will not be justi-
fied,

forhis housewill befilledwith calami-
ties.

12 There is a manner of speech that is
clothed with death.

Let it not be found in the heritage of
Jacob,

for all these thingswill be far from the
godly,

and they will not wallow in sins.
13 Don’t accustom your mouth to gross

rudeness,
for it involves sinful speech.

14 Remember your father and your
mother,

for you sit in themidst of great men,
that you be not forgetful before them,
and become a fool by your bad habit;

so you may wish that you had not been
born,

and curse the day of your birth.
15 A man who is accustomed to abusive

language
won’t be corrected all the days of his
life.

16Two sorts of people multiply sins,
and the third will bring wrath:
a hot passion, like a burning fire,
will not be quenched until it is con-
sumed;

a fornicator in the body of his flesh
will never cease until he has burned
out the fire.

17All bread is sweet to a fornicator.
He will not cease until he dies.

18 A man who goes astray from his own
marriage bed

says in his heart, “Who sees me?
Darkness is aroundme, and the walls hide

me.
No one seesme. Of whom am I afraid?
The Most High will not remember my
sins.”

19The eyes of men are his terror.
He doesn’t know that the eyes of
the Lord are ten thousand times
brighter than the sun,

seeing all the ways of men,
and looking into secret places.

20 All things were known to him before
they were created,

and also after they were completed.
21This man will be punished in the streets

of the city.
He will be seized where he least ex-
pects it.

22So also is awifewho leaves herhusband,
and produces an heir by anotherman.

23 For first, she was disobedient in the law
of theMost High.

Second, she trespassed against her
own husband.

Third, sheplayed the adulteress in for-
nication,

and had children by another man.
24She shall be brought out into the congre-

gation.
Her punishment will extend to her
children.

25Her children will not take root.
Her branches will bear no fruit.

26 She will leave her memory for a curse.
Her reproach won’t be blotted out.

27And thosewho are left behindwill know
that there is nothing better than the
fear of the Lord,
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and nothing sweeter than to heed the
commandments of the Lord.

28 †

24
1Wisdomwill praise her own soul,

and will proclaim her glory in the
midst of her people.

2Shewill open hermouth in the congrega-
tion of the Most High,

andproclaimherglory in thepresence
of his power.

3“I cameout of themouthof theMostHigh,
and covered the earth as amist.

4 I lived in high places,
and my throne is in the pillar of the
cloud.

5Alone I surrounded the circuit of heaven,
and walked in the depth of the abyss.

6 In the waves of the sea, and in all the
earth,

and in every people and nation, I ob-
tained a possession.

7With all these I sought rest.
In whose inheritance shall I lodge?

8 Then the Creator of all things gave me a
command.

He who created me made my tent to
rest,

and said, ‘Let your dwelling be in Ja-
cob,

and your inheritance in Israel.’
9Hecreatedme fromthebeginning, before

the ages.
For all ages, I will not cease to exist.

10 In the holy tabernacle, I ministered be-
fore him.

So I was established in Zion.
11 In the beloved city, likewise he gave me

rest.
In Jerusalemwasmy domain.

12 I took root in a people that was honored,
even in the portion of the Lord’s own
inheritance.

13 I was exalted like a cedar in Lebanon,
And like a cypress tree on the moun-
tains of Hermon.

14 I was exalted like a palm tree on the sea
shore,

like rose bushes in Jericho,

and like a fair olive tree in the plain.
I was exalted like a plane tree.

15 Like cinnamon and aspalathus, I have
given a scent to perfumes.

Like choice myrrh, I spread abroad a
pleasant fragrance,

like† galbanum, onycha, stacte,
and as the smell of frankincense in the
tabernacle.

16 Like the terebinth, I stretched out my
branches.

My branches are glorious and grace-
ful.

17Like the vine, I put forth grace.
My flowers are the fruit of glory and
riches.

18 ‡

19 “Come tome, all you who desire me,
and be filled withmy fruits.

20Formymemory is sweeter than honey,
and my inheritance than the honey-
comb.

21 Those who eat me will be hungry for
more.

Thosewho drinkmewill be thirsty for
more.

22Hewho obeys mewill not be ashamed.
Thosewhoworkwithmewill not sin.”

23 All these things are the book of the
covenant of the Most High God,

the law which Moses commanded us
for an inheritance for the assem-
blies of Jacob.

24 §
25 It is hewhomakeswisdom abundant, as

Pishon,
and as Tigris in the days of first fruits.

26He makes understanding full as the Eu-
phrates,

and as the Jordan in the days of har-
vest,

27whomakes instruction shine forth as the
light,

as Gihon in the days of vintage.
28The first man didn’t know her perfectly.

In like manner, the last has not ex-
plored her.

29For her thoughts are filled from the sea,
and her counsels from the great deep.

† 23:28 Verse 28 is omitted by the best authorities. † 24:15 See Exodus 30:34. ‡ 24:18 Verse 18 is omitted by the
best authorities. § 24:24 Verse 24 is omitted by the best authorities.
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30 I cameout as a canal stream froma river,
and as an irrigation ditch into a gar-
den.

31 I said, “I will water my garden,
and will drenchmy garden bed.”

Behold, my stream became a river,
andmy river became a sea.

32 I will yet bring instruction to light as the
morning,

and will make these things clear from
far away.

33 I will continue to pour out teaching like
prophecy,

and leave it to all generations.
34 See that I have not labored for myself

only,
but for all those who diligently seek
wisdom.

25
1 I enjoy three things,

and they are beautiful before the Lord
andmen:

the agreement of kindred,
the friendship of neighbors,
and a woman and her husband who
walk together in agreement.

2But my soul hates three sorts of people,
and I am greatly offended at their life:
a poor manwho is arrogant,
a richmanwho is a liar,
and an old fool who is an adulterer.

3 If you gathered nothing in your youth,
how could you find anything in your
old age?

4How beautiful a thing is judgment in the
gray-haired,

and for elders to know good counsel!
5How beautiful is the wisdom of old men,

and understanding and counsel to
menwho are in honor!

6Muchexperience is thecrownof theaged.
Their glory is the fear of the Lord.

7There are nine things that I have thought
of, and inmy heart counted happy,

and the tenth I will utter with my
tongue:

a manwho has joy with his children,

and a man who lives and sees the fall
of his enemies.

8 Happy is he who dwells with a wife of
understanding,

he who has not slipped with his
tongue,

and hewho has not served amanwho
is unworthy of him.

9Happy is he who has found prudence,
and hewho speaks in the ears of those
who listen.

10How great is he who has foundwisdom!
Yet is there none above himwho fears
the Lord.

11The fear of the Lord surpasses all things.
To whom shall he who holds it be
likened?

12 †

13Anywound but a wound of the heart!
Anywickedness but thewickedness of
a woman!

14Any calamity but a calamity from those
who hate me!

Any vengeance but the vengeance of
enemies!

15There is no venomworse than a snake’s
venom.

There is no wrath worse than an en-
emy’s wrath.

16 I would rather dwell with a lion and a
dragon

than keep house with a wicked
woman.

17Thewickedness of awoman changes her
appearance,

anddarkensher countenance like that
of a bear.

18 Her husband will sit among his neigh-
bors,

andwhen he hears it, he sighs bitterly.
19All malice is small compared to the mal-

ice of a woman.
Let the portion of a sinner fall on her.

20 As walking up a sandy hill is to the feet
of the aged,

so is awife full ofwords toaquietman.
21Don’t be ensnared by a woman’s beauty.

Don’t desire a woman for her beauty.
22 There is anger, impudence, and great

reproach
if a woman supports her husband.

† 25:12 Verse 12 is omitted by the best authorities.
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23Awicked woman is abasement of heart,
sadness of countenance, and a
wounded heart.

A woman who won’t make her husband
happy

is like hands that hang down, and
weak knees.

24 The beginning of sin came from a
woman.

Because of her, we all die.
25Don’t give water an outlet,

and don’t give a wicked woman free-
dom of speech.

26 If she doesn’t go as you direct,
cut her away from your flesh.‡

26
1Happy is the husband of a good wife.

The number of his days will be dou-
bled.

2A faithful wife gives joy to her husband.
He will fulfill his years in peace.

3A good wife is a great gift.
Shewill be given to thosewho fear the
Lord.

4Whether aman is rich or poor,
a good heart makes a cheerful face at
all times.

5Of three things my heart was afraid,
and concerning the fourth† kind I
made supplication:

The slander of a city, the assembly of a
mob, and a false accusation.

All these are more grievous than
death.

6 A grief of heart and sorrow is a woman
who is jealous of another woman.

Her tongue-lashingmakes it known to
all.

7Awicked woman is like a chafing yoke.
He who takes hold of her is like one
who grasps a scorpion.

8A drunkenwoman causes great wrath.
She will not cover her own shame.

9 The fornication of a woman is in the
lifting up of her eyes;

it will be known by her eyelids.
10 Keep strict watch on a headstrong

daughter,

lest shefind liberty forherself, anduse
it.

11Watch out for an impudent eye,
anddon’t be surprised if it sins against
you.

12 She will open her mouth like a thirsty
traveller,

and drink from every water that is
near.

She will sit down at every post,
and open her quiver to any arrow.

13 The grace of a wife will delight her hus-
band.

Her knowledge will strengthen‡ his
bones.

14A silent woman is a gift of the Lord.
There is nothing worth so much as a
well-instructed soul.

15Amodest woman is grace upon grace.
There are no scales that canweigh the
value of a self-controlled soul.

16 As the sun when it arises in the highest
places of the Lord,

so is the beauty of a good wife in her
well-organized home.

17 As the lamp that shines upon the holy
lampstand,

so is the beauty of the face on a well-
proportioned body.

18As the golden pillars are upon a base of
silver,

soarebeautiful feetwith thebreasts of
one who is steadfast.

19-27 §

28For two things my heart is grieved,
and for the third anger comes upon
me:

a warrior who suffers for poverty,
men of understanding who are
counted as garbage,

and one who turns back from righ-
teousness to sin—

the Lord will prepare him for the
sword!

29 It is difficult for a merchant to keep
himself fromwrong doing,

and for a retailer to be acquitted of sin.
‡ 25:26 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 26:5Gr. countenance. ‡ 26:13 or, fatten
§ 26:19-27 Verses 19-27 are omitted by the best authorities.
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27
1Many have sinned for profit.

He who seeks to multiply wealth will
turn his eye away.

2As a nail will stick fast between the join-
ings of stones,

so sinwill thrust itself in betweenbuy-
ing and selling.

3Unless a person holds on diligently to the
fear of the Lord,

his house will be overthrown quickly.

4 In the shaking of a sieve, the refuse re-
mains,

sodoes thefilthofman inhis thoughts.
5The furnace tests the potter’s vessels;

so the test of a person is in his
thoughts.

6The fruit of a tree discloses its cultivation,
so is the utterance of the thought of a
person’s heart.

7 Praise no man before you hear his
thoughts,

for this is how people are tested.

8 If you follow righteousness, you will ob-
tain it,

and put it on like a long robe of glory.
9Birds will return to their own kind,

so truth will return to those who prac-
tice it.

10The lion lies in wait for prey.
So does sin for those who do evil.

11 The discourse of a godly man is always
wise,

but the fool changes like themoon.
12 Limit your time among people void of

understanding,
but persevere among the thoughtful.

13The talk of fools is offensive.
Their laughter is wantonly sinful.

14 Their talk with much swearing makes
hair stand upright.

Their strife makes others plug their
ears.

15 The strife of the proud leads to blood-
shed.

Their abuse of each other is a grievous
thing to hear.

16Hewho reveals secrets destroys trust,

and will not find a close friend.
17Love a friend, and keep faith with him;

but if you reveal his secrets,
you shall not follow him;

18 for as aman has destroyed his enemy,
so you have destroyed the friendship
of your neighbor.

19As a birdwhich you have released out of
your hand,

so you have let your neighbor go, and
you will not catch him again.

20 Don’t pursue him, for he has gone far
away,

and has escaped like a gazelle out of
the snare.

21For awoundmay be boundup, and after
abuse there may be reconciliation;

but he who reveals secrets is without
hope.

22 One who winks the eye contrives evil
things;

and those who know him will keep
their distance.

23 When you are present, he will speak
sweetly,

and will admire your words;
but afterward he will twist his speech
and set a trap in your words.

24 I have hated many things, but nothing
like him.

The Lord will hate him.
25Onewho casts a stone straight up casts it

on his own head.
A deceitful blow opens wounds.

26Hewho digs a pit will fall into it.
He who sets a snare will be caught in
it.

27 He who does evil things, they will roll
back upon him,

andhewill not knowwhere they came
from.

28Mockery and reproach are from the ar-
rogant.

Vengeance lies in wait for them like a
lion.

29Those who rejoice at the fall of the godly
will be caught in a snare.

Anguish will consume them before
they die.
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30Wrath and anger, these also are abomi-
nations.

A sinner will possess them.

28
1 He who takes vengeance will find

vengeance from the Lord,
and he will surely make his sins firm.

2 Forgive your neighbor the hurt that he
has done,

and then your sins will be pardoned
when you pray.

3 Does anyone harbor anger against an-
other

and expect healing from the Lord?
4Upon aman like himself he has nomercy,

and does he make supplication for his
own sins?

5He himself, being flesh, nourishes wrath.
Whowillmakeatonement forhis sins?

6 Remember your last end, and stop en-
mity.

Remember corruption and death, and
be true to the commandments.

7 Remember the commandments, and
don’t be angry with your neighbor.

Remember the covenant of the High-
est, and overlook ignorance.

8Abstain fromstrife, andyouwill diminish
your sins,

for a passionatemanwill kindle strife.
9Amanwho is a sinnerwill trouble friends

and sowdiscord among thosewho are
at peace.

10As is the fuel of the fire, so it will burn;
and as the stoutness of the strife is, so
it will burn.

As is the strength of theman, so will be his
wrath;

and as is hiswealth, so hewill exalt his
anger.

11 A contention begun in haste kindles a
fire;

and hasty fighting sheds blood.
12 If you blow on a spark, it will burn;

and if you spit upon it, it will be
quenched.

Both of these come out of yourmouth.
13 Curse the whisperer and double-

tongued,

for he has destroyed many who were
at peace.

14A slanderer has shakenmany,
and dispersed them from nation to
nation.

It has pulled down strong cities
and overthrown the houses of great
men.

15A slanderer has cast out brave women
and deprived them of their labors.

16Hewho listens to it will not find rest,
nor will he live quietly.

17The stroke of awhipmakes amark in the
flesh,

but the stroke of a tongue will break
bones.

18 Many have fallen by the edge of the
sword,

yet not so many as those who have
fallen because of the tongue.

19Happy is he who is sheltered from it,
who has not passed through its wrath,
who has not drawn its yoke,
and has not been bound with its
bands.

20For its yoke is a yoke of iron,
and its bands are bands of brass.

21 Its death is an evil death,
and Hades is better than it.

22 It will not have rule over godly men.
They will not be burned in its flame.

23Thosewho forsake the Lordwill fall into
it.

It will burn among them, andwon’t be
quenched.

It will be sent against them like a lion.
It will destroy them like a leopard.

24Asyouhedgeyourpossessionaboutwith
thorns,

and secure your silver and your gold,
25 somake a balance and aweight for your

words,
and make a door and a bar for your
mouth.

26Take heed lest you slip with it,
lest you fall before one who lies in
wait.

29
1 He who shows mercy will lend to his

neighbor.
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Hewhostrengthenshimwithhishand
keeps the commandments.

2Lend to yourneighbor in timeof his need.
Repay your neighbor on time.

3 Confirm your word, and keep faith with
him;

and at all seasons you will find what
you need.

4 Many have considered a loan to be a
windfall,

and have given trouble to those who
helped them.

5Until he has received, hewill kiss aman’s
hands.

For his neighbor’s money he will
speak submissively.

Thenwhenpayment isdue, hewill prolong
the time,

return excuses, and complain about
the season.

6 If he prevails, the creditor will hardly
receive half;

and he will count it as a windfall.
If not, he has deprived him of his money,

and he has gotten him for an enemy
without cause.

He will pay himwith cursing and railing.
Instead of honor, he will pay him dis-
grace.

7 Many on account of fraud have turned
away.

They are afraid of being defrauded for
nothing.

8 However be patient with a man in poor
estate.

Don’t keep himwaiting for your alms.
9Help a poorman for the commandment’s

sake.
According to his need don’t send him
empty away.

10 Lose your money for a brother and a
friend.

Don’t let it rust under a stone and be
lost.

11 Allocate your treasure according to the
commandments of the Most High

and it will profit youmore than gold.
12 Store up almsgiving in your store-

chambers
and it will deliver you out of all afflic-
tion.

13 It will fight for you against your enemy

better than amighty shield and a pon-
derous spear.

14A good man will be surety for his neigh-
bor.

He who has lost shamewill fail him.
15 Don’t forget the kindness of your guar-

antor,
for he has given his life for you.

16 A sinner will waste the property of his
guarantor.

17 He who is thankless will fail him
who delivered him.

18 Being surety has undone many who
were prospering

and shaken them as a wave of the sea.
It has driven mighty men from their

homes.
They wandered among foreign na-
tions.

19 A sinner who falls into suretiship and
undertakes contracts for work

will fall into lawsuits.
20 Help your neighbor according to your

power,
and be careful not to fall yourself.

21The essentials of life are water, bread,
a garment, and a house for privacy.

22 Better is the life of a poor man under a
shelter of logs

than sumptuous fare in anotherman’s
house.

23 With little or with much, be well satis-
fied.†

24 It is a miserable life to go from house to
house.

Where you are a guest, you dare not
open yourmouth.

25 You will entertain, serve drinks, and
have no thanks.

In addition to this, youwill hear bitter
words.

26 “Come here, you sojourner, set a table,
and if youhaveanything inyourhand,
feedmewith it.”

27 “Leave, you sojourner, for an honored
guest is here.

My brother has come to bemy guest. I
needmy house.”

28 These things are grievous to a man of
understanding:

† 29:23 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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The scolding about lodging and the
insults of creditors.

30
1He who loves his son will continue to lay

stripes upon him,
that he may have joy from him in the
end.

2He who chastises his son will have profit
from him,

and will brag about him among his
acquaintances.

3He who teaches his son will provoke his
enemy to jealousy.

Before friends, he will rejoice in him.
4 His father dies, and is as though he had

not died;
for he has left one behind him like
himself.

5 In his life, he saw his son and rejoiced.
When he died, it was without regret.

6He left behindhimanavenger against his
enemies,

and one to repay kindness to his
friends.

7 He who makes too much of his son will
bind up his wounds.

His heart will be troubled at every cry.
8An unbroken horse becomes stubborn.

An unrestrained son becomes head-
strong.

9Pamper your child, and hewill make you
afraid.

Play with him, and he will grieve you.
10Don’t laugh with him, lest you have sor-

rowwith him,
and you gnash your teeth in the end.

11Give him no liberty in his youth,
and don’t ignore his follies.†

12 ‡Bow down his neck in his youth,
and beat him on the sideswhile he is a
child,

lest he become stubborn, and be dis-
obedient to you,

and there be sorrow to your soul.§
13Chastise your son, and give himwork,

lest his shameless behavior be an of-
fense to you.

14Better is a poor man who is healthy and
fit,

than a rich man who is afflicted in his
body.

15 Health and fitness are better than all
gold,

and a strong body better than wealth
without measure.

16 There is no wealth better than health of
body.

There is no gladness above the joy of
the heart.

17Death is better than a bitter life,
and eternal rest than a continual sick-
ness.

18 Good things poured out upon a mouth
that is closed

are like food offerings laid upon a
grave.

19What does an offering profit an idol?
For it can’t eat or smell.

So is he who is punished by the Lord,
20 seeing with his eyes and groaning,
like a eunuch embracing a virgin and
groaning.

21Don’t give your soul to sorrow.
Don’t afflict yourself deliberately.

22Gladness of heart is the life of a man.
Cheerfulness of a man lengthens his
days.

23 Love your own soul, and comfort your
heart.

Remove sorrow far from you,
for sorrow has destroyedmany,
and there is no profit in it.

24Envy andwrath shorten life.
Anxiety brings old age before its time.

25Those who are cheerful andmerry
will benefit from their food.

31
1Wakefulness that comes from riches con-

sumes the flesh,
and anxiety about it takes away sleep.

2Wakeful anxiety will crave slumber.
In a severe disease, sleep will be bro-
ken.

† 30:11 This line and the previous two lines are absent from some olderMSS. ‡ 30:12 These three lines are absent
from the oldest MSS. § 30:12 These three lines are absent from the oldest MSS.
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3 A rich man toils in gathering money to-
gether.

When he rests, he is filled with his
good things.

4A poorman toils in lack of substance.
When he rests, he becomes needy.

5Hewho loves gold won’t be justified.
He who follows destruction will him-
self have his fill of it.

6Manyhavebeengivenover to ruin for the
sake of gold.

Their destruction meets them face to
face.

7 It is a stumbling block to those who sacri-
fice to it.

Every fool will be taken by it.
8 Blessed is the rich person who is found

blameless,
and who doesn’t go after gold.

9Who is he, that wemay call him blessed?
For he has done wonderful things
among his people.

10 Who has been tried by it, and found
perfect?

Then let him boast.
Who has had the power to transgress, and

has not transgressed?
And to do evil, and has not done it?

11His prosperity will be made sure.
The congregation will proclaim his
alms.

12 Do you sit at a great table? Don’t be
greedy there.

Don’t say, “There is a lot of food on it!”
13Remember that a greedy eye is a wicked

thing.
What has been created more greedy
than an eye?

Therefore it sheds tears from every
face.

14 Don’t stretch your hand wherever it
looks.

Don’t thrust yourself with it into the
dish.

15 Consider your neighbor’s feelings by
your own.

Be discreet in every point.
16 Eat like a human being those things

which are set before you.
Don’t eat greedily, lest you be hated.

17Be first to stop for manners’ sake.

Don’t be insatiable, lest you offend.
18And if you sit amongmany,

Don’t reach out your hand before
them.

19How sufficient to a well-mannered man
is a very little.

He doesn’t breathe heavily in his bed.
20Healthy sleep comes frommoderate eat-

ing.
He rises early, and his wits are with
him.

The pain of wakefulness, colic,
and griping are with an insatiable
man.

21And if you have been forced to eat,
rise up in the middle of it, and you
shall have rest.

22Hearme, my son, and don’t despise me,
and in the end you will appreciate my
words.

In all your works be skillful,
and no disease will come to you.

23 People bless him who is liberal with his
food.

The testimony of his excellencewill be
believed.

24 The city will murmur at him who is a
stingy with his food.

The testimony of his stinginess will be
accurate.

25Don’t show yourself valiant in wine,
for wine has destroyedmany.

26 The furnace tests the temper of steel by
dipping;

so doeswine test hearts in the quarrel-
ing of the proud.

27Wine is as good as life to men,
if you drink it in moderation.

What life is there to a man who is without
wine?

It has been created to makemen glad.
28 Wine drunk in season and in modera-

tion
is joy of heart and gladness of soul:

29Wine drunk excessively is bitterness of
soul,

with provocation and conflict.
30Drunkenness increases the rage of a fool

to his hurt.
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It diminishes strength and adds
wounds.

31Don’t rebukeyourneighbor at abanquet
of wine.

Don’t despise him in his mirth.
Don’t speak a word of reproach to him.

Don’t distress him by making de-
mands of him.

32
1Have theymade you ruler of a feast?

Don’t be lifted up.
Be among them as one of them.
Take care of them first, and then sit
down.

2And when you have done all your duties,
take your place,

that you may be gladdened on their
account,

and receive a wreath for your good
service.

3 Speak, you who are older, for it’s your
right, but with sound knowledge;

and don’t interrupt themusic.
4Don’t pour out talk where there is a per-

formance of music.
Don’t display your wisdom at the
wrong time.

5As a ruby signet in a setting of gold,
so is a music concert at a wine ban-
quet.

6As an emerald signet in a work of gold,
so is musical melody with pleasant
wine.

7 Speak, youngman, if you are obliged to,
but no more than twice, and only if
asked.

8 Sum up your speech, many things in few
words.

Be as onewhoknows and yet holds his
tongue.

9When among great men, don’t behave as
their equal.

When another is speaking, don’t bab-
ble.

10Lightning speeds before thunder.
Approval goes before onewho ismod-
est.

11Rise up in good time, and don’t be last.
Go home quickly and don’t loiter

12Amuse yourself there and do what is in
your heart.

Don’t sin by proud speech.
13For these things bless yourMaker,

who gives you to drink freely of his
good things.

14Hewho fears the Lordwill receive disci-
pline.

Those who seek him early will find
favor.

15Hewho seeks the law shall be filledwith
it,

but the hypocrite will stumble at it.
16 Those who fear the Lord will find true

judgment,
and will kindle righteous acts like a
light.

17A sinful man shuns reproof,
and will find a judgment according to
his will.

18 A sensible person won’t neglect a
thought.

An insolent and proud man won’t
crouch in fear,

even after he has done a thing by him-
self without counsel.

19Do nothing without counsel,
but when you have acted, don’t regret
it.

20Don’t go in a way of conflict.
Don’t stumble in stony places.

21 Don’t be overconfident on a smooth
road.

22Beware of your own children.
23 In every work guard your own soul,

for this is thekeepingof the command-
ments.

24Hewhobelieves the lawgivesheed to the
commandment.

He who trusts in the Lord will suffer
no loss.

33
1No evil will happen to him who fears the

Lord,
but in trials once and again he will
deliver him.

2Awise manwill not hate the law,
but he who is a hypocrite about it is
like a boat in a storm.
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3Aman of understandingwill put his trust
in the law.

And the law is faithful to him, aswhen
one asks a divine oracle.

4 Prepare your speech, and so you will be
heard.

Bind up instruction, and make your
answer.

5The heart of a fool is like a cartwheel.
His thoughts are like a rolling axle.

6A stallion horse is like amocking friend.
He neighs under every one who sits
upon him.

7Why does one day excel another,
when all the light of every day in the
year is from the sun?

8 They were distinguished by the Lord’s
knowledge,

and he varied seasons and feasts.
9 Some of them he exalted and hallowed,

and some of them he has made ordi-
nary days.

10And all men are from the ground.
Adamwas created from dust.

11 In the abundance of his knowledge the
Lord distinguished them,

andmade their ways different.
12 Some of them he blessed and exalted,

and some of them he made holy and
brought near to himself.

Some of them he cursed and brought low,
and overthrew them from their place.

13As the clay of the potter in his hand,
all his ways are according to his good
pleasure,

so men are in the hand of him who made
them,

to give to them according to his judg-
ment.

14Good is the opposite of evil,
and life is the opposite of death;
so† the sinner is the opposite of the
godly.

15Lookuponall theworks of theMostHigh
like this,

they come in pairs, one against an-
other.

16 I was the last on watch,

like one who gleans after the grape
gatherers.

17 By the Lord’s blessing I arrived before
them,

and filled my winepress like one who
gathers grapes.

18 Consider that I labored not for myself
alone,

but for all those who seek instruction.
19Hearme, you great men of the people,

and listenwithyour ears, you rulers of
the congregation.

20To son andwife, to brother and friend,
don’t give power over yourself while
you live,

and don’t give your goods to another,
lest you regret it and must ask for
them.

21While you still live and breath is in you,
don’t give yourself over to anybody.

22For it is better that your children should
ask from you

than that you should look to the hand
of your children.

23Excel in all your works.
Don’t bring a stain on your honor.

24 In the day that you end the days of your
life,

in the time of death, distribute your
inheritance.

25 Fodder, a stick, and burdens are for a
donkey.

Bread, discipline, and work are for a
servant.

26 Set your slave to work, and youwill find
rest.

Leave his hands idle, and he will seek
liberty.

27Yoke andwhip will bow the neck.
For an evil slave there are racks and
tortures.

28 Send him to labor, that he not be idle,
for idleness teaches muchmischief.

29 Set him to work, as is fit for him.
If he doesn’t obey, make his fetters
heavy.

30Don’t be excessive toward any.
Do nothing unjust.

† 33:14 A line of this verse is here omitted by the best authorities.
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31 If you have a slave, treat him like your-
self,

because you have bought him with
blood.

32 If you have a slave, treat him like your-
self.

For like your own soul, you will need
him.

If you treathim ill, andhedeparts andruns
away,

33which waywill you go to seek him?

34
1Vain and false hopes are for amanvoid of

understanding.
Dreams give wings to fools.

2 As one who grasps at a shadow and fol-
lows after the wind,

so is he who sets his mind on dreams.
3The vision of dreams is a reflection,

the likeness of a face near a face.
4 From an unclean thing what can be

cleansed?
From that which is false what can be
true?

5 Divinations, and soothsayings, and
dreams, are vain.

The heart has fantasies like a woman
in labor.

6 If theyarenot sent in avisitation from the
Most High,

don’t give your heart to them.
7For dreams have ledmany astray.

They have failed by putting their hope
in them.

8Without lying the lawwill be fulfilled.
Wisdom is complete in a faithful
mouth.

9 A well-instructed man knows many
things.

He who has much experience will de-
clare understanding.

10 He who has no experience knows few
things.

But he who has traveled increases
cleverness.

11 I have seenmany things inmy travels.
My understanding is more than my
words.

12 I was often in danger even to death.
Iwaspreservedbecauseof these expe-
riences.

13The spirit of thosewho fear the Lordwill
live,

for their hope is in him who saves
them.

14Whoever fears the Lord won’t be afraid,
and won’t be a coward,

for he is his hope.
15 Blessed is the soul of him who fears the

Lord.
To whom does he give heed? Who is
his support?

16 The eyes of the Lord are on those who
love him,

a mighty protection and strong sup-
port,

a cover from the hot blast, a shade
from the noonday sun,

a guard from stumbling, and a help
from falling.

17He raises up the soul, and enlightens the
eyes.

He gives health, life, and blessing.

18Hewhosacrifices a thingwrongfully got-
ten, his offering ismade inmockery.

The mockeries of wicked men are not
acceptable.

19 The Most High has no pleasure in the
offerings of the ungodly,

Neither is he pacified for sins by the
multitude of sacrifices.

20 Like one who kills a son before his fa-
ther’s eyes

is he who brings a sacrifice from the
goods of the poor.

21 The bread of the needy is the life of the
poor.

He who deprives him of it is a man of
blood.

22Like onewhomurders his neighbor is he
who takes away his living.

Like a shedder of blood is he who de-
prives a hireling of his hire.

23 When one builds, and another pulls
down,

what profit do they have but toil?
24When one prays, and another curses,

whose voice will the Lord listen to?
25Hewhowashes himself after touching a

dead body, and touches it again,
what does he gain by his washing?

26Even so aman fasting for his sins,
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and going again, and doing the same,
whowill listen to his prayer?
What profit does he have in his humil-
iation?

35
1 He who keeps the law multiplies offer-

ings.
He who heeds the commandments
sacrifices a peace offering.

2 He who returns a kindness offers fine
flour.

He who gives alms sacrifices a thank
offering.

3 To depart from wickedness pleases the
Lord.

To depart from unrighteousness is an
atoning sacrifice.

4See that you don’t appear in the presence
of the Lord empty.

5For all these things are done because
of the commandment.

6The offering of the righteous enriches the
altar.

The sweet fragrance of it is before the
Most High.

7The sacrifice of a righteousman is accept-
able.

It won’t be forgotten.
8Glorify the Lord with generosity.

Don’t reduce the first fruits of your
hands.

9 In every gift show a cheerful counte-
nance,

And dedicate your tithe with gladness.
10 Give to the Most High according as he

has given.
As your hand has found, give gener-
ously.

11For the Lord repays,
and he will repay you sevenfold.

12Don’t plan to bribe himwith gifts, for he
will not receive them.

Don’t set yourmindonanunrighteous
sacrifice,

For the Lord is the judge,
and with him is no respect of persons.

13 He won’t accept any person against a
poor man.

Hewill listen to the prayer of himwho
is wronged.

14He will in no way despise the supplica-
tion of the fatherless

or the widow, when she pours out her
tale.

15 Don’t the tears of the widow run down
her cheek?

Isn’t her cry against him who has
caused them to fall?

16Hewho servesGodaccording to his good
pleasure will be accepted.

His supplication will reach to the
clouds.

17 The prayer of the humble pierces the
clouds.

until it comes near, hewill not be com-
forted.

He won’t depart until the Most High visits
and he judges righteously and exe-
cutes judgment.

18 And the Lord will not be slack, neither
will he be patient toward them,

until he has crushed the loins of the
unmerciful.

He will repay vengeance to the heathen
until he has taken away the multitude
of the arrogant

and broken in pieces the sceptres of
the unrighteous,

19 until he has rendered to every man
according to his deeds,

and repaid the works of men accord-
ing to their plans,

until he has judged the cause of his
people,

and he will make them rejoice in his
mercy.

20 Mercy is as welcome in the time of his
affliction,

as cloudsof rain in the timeofdrought.

36
1Have mercy upon us, O Lord the God of

all, and look at us with favor;
2 and send your fear upon all the na-
tions.†

3 Lift up your hand against the foreign
nations

and let them see yourmighty power.
† 36:2 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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4As you showed your holiness in us before
them,

so bemagnified in them before us.
5 Let them know you, as we also have

known you,
that there is no God but only you, O
God.

6 Show new signs, and work various won-
ders.

Glorify your hand and your right
arm.‡

7Raise up indignation and pour outwrath.
Take away the adversary and destroy
the enemy.

8 Hasten the time and remember your
oath.

Let them declare yourmighty works.
9 Let him who escapes be devoured by

raging fire.
May thosewho harm your people find
destruction.

10Crush the heads of the rulers of the ene-
mies

who say, “There is no one but our-
selves.”

11Gather all the tribes of Jacob together,
and§ take them for your inheritance,
as from the beginning.

12OLord, havemercyupon thepeople that
is called by your name,

and upon Israel, whom you likened to
a firstborn.

13Have compassion upon the city of your
sanctuary,

Jerusalem, the place of your rest.
14Fill Zion. Exalt your oracles

and fill your people with your glory.
15 Give testimony to those who were your

creatures in the beginning,
and fulfill the prophecies that have
been spoken in your name.

16Reward those whowait for you,
and men will put their trust in your
prophets.

17 Listen, O Lord, to the prayer of your
servants,

according to theblessingofAaroncon-
cerning your people;

and all thosewho are on the earthwill
know

that youare theLord, the†eternalGod.

18The belly will eat any food,
but one food is better than another.

19 The mouth tastes meats taken in hunt-
ing,

so does an understanding heart detect
false speech.

20A contrary heart will cause heaviness.
A man of experience will pay him
back.

21Awomanwill receive anyman,
but one daughter is better than an-
other.

22The beauty of awoman cheers the coun-
tenance.

Aman desires nothingmore.
23 If kindness and humility are on her

tongue,
her husband is not like other sons of
men.

24He who gets a wife gets his richest trea-
sure,

a help meet for him and a pillar of
support.

25Where no hedge is, the property will be
plundered.

He who has no wife will mourn as he
wanders.

26 For who would trust a nimble robber
who skips from city to city?

Even so, who would trust a man who
has no nest, and lodgeswherever he
finds himself at nightfall?

37
1 Every friend will say, “I also am his

friend”;
but there is a friend which is only a
friend in name.

2 Isn’t there a grief in it even to death
when a companion and friend is
turned into an enemy?

3 O wicked imagination, why were you
formed

to cover the dry land with deceit?
4There is a companion who rejoices in the

gladness of a friend,
but in time of affliction will be against
him.

‡ 36:6 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. § 36:11 The ancient authorities read I took
them formy inheritance: but the Greek text is here very confused. † 36:17 Gr. God of the ages.
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5 There is a companion who for the belly’s
sake labors with his friend,

yet in the face of battle will carry his
buckler.

6Don’t forget a friend in your soul.
Don’t be unmindful of him in your
riches.

7Every counselor extols counsel,
but some give counsel in their own
interest.

8Let your soul beware of a counselor,
andknow inadvancewhat is his inter-
est

(for he will take counsel for himself),
lest he cast the lot against you,
9and say to you, “Your way is good.”
Then he will stand near you, to see
what will happen to you.

10 Don’t take counsel with one who looks
askance at you.

Hide your counsel from thosewho are
jealous of you.

11 Don’t consult with a woman about her
rival,

with a coward about war,
with amerchant about business,
with a buyer about selling,
with an envious man about thankful-
ness,

with an unmerciful man about kindli-
ness,

with a sluggard about any kind of
work,

with a hireling in your house about
finishing his work,

or with an idle servant about much
business.

Payno attention to these in anymatter
of counsel.

12 But rather be continually with a godly
man,

whom you know to be a keeper of the
commandments,

who in his soul is as your own soul,
and who will grieve with you, if you
fail.

13Make the counsel of your heart stand,
for there is no onemore faithful to you
than it.

14For aman’s soul is sometimes inclined to
inform him

better than seven watchmen who sit
on high on a watch-tower.

15Above all this ask theMost High
that hemay direct your way in truth.

16 Let reason be the beginning of every
work.

Let counsel go before every action.
17As a token of the changing of the heart,

18 four kinds of things rise up:
good and evil, life and death.
That which rules over them continu-
ally is the tongue.

19 There is one who is clever and the in-
structor of many,

andyet is unprofitable to his own soul.
20There is one who is subtle in words, and

is hated.
He will be destitute of all food.

21 For grace was not given to him from the
Lord,

because he is deprived of all wisdom.
22There is onewho is wise to his own soul;

and the fruits of his understandingare
trustworthy in themouth.

23Awisemanwill instruct his own people.
The fruits of his understanding are
trustworthy.

24Awise manwill be filled with blessing.
All those who see him will call him
happy.

25The life of a man is counted by days.
The days of Israel are innumerable.

26 The wise man will inherit confidence
among his people.

His namewill live forever.
27My son, test your soul in your life.

Seewhat is evil for it, and don’t give in
to it.

28 For not all things are profitable for all
men.

Not every soul has pleasure in every-
thing.

29Don’t be insatiable in any luxury.
Don’t be greedy in the things that you
eat.

30For overeating brings disease,
and gluttony causes nausea.

31 Because of gluttony, many have per-
ished,

but he who takes heed shall prolong
his life.
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38
1Honoraphysicianaccording toyourneed

with the honors due to him,
for truly the Lord has created him.

2For healing comes from theMost High,
and he shall receive a gift from the
king.

3 The skill of the physician will lift up his
head.

Hewill be admired in the sight of great
men.

4 The Lord created medicines out of the
earth.

A prudent manwill not despise them.
5Wasn’t water made sweet with wood,

that its powermight be known?
6He gavemen skill

that he might be glorified in his mar-
velous works.

7With them he heals
and takes away pain.

8With these, the pharmacist makes a mix-
ture.

God’s works won’t be brought to an
end.

Fromhim,peace isupon the faceof the
earth.

9 My son, in your sickness don’t be negli-
gent,

but pray to the Lord, and he will heal
you.

10 Put away wrong doing, and direct your
hands in righteousness.

Cleanse your heart from all sin.
11 Give a sweet savor and a memorial of

fine flour,
and pour oil on your offering, accord-
ing to yourmeans.

12 Then give place to the physician, for
truly the Lord has created him.

Don’t let him leave you, for you need
him.

13 There is a time when in recovery is in
their hands.

14For they also shall ask the Lord
to prosper them in diagnosis and in
healing for themaintenance of life.

15Hewho sins before his Maker,
let him fall into the hands of the physi-
cian.

16My son, let your tears fall over the dead,

and as one who suffers grievously, be-
gin lamentation.

Wind up his body with due honor.
Don’t neglect his burial.

17Make bitter weeping and make passion-
ate wailing.

Let yourmourning be according to his
merit,

for one day or two, lest you be spoken
evil of;

and so be comforted for your sorrow.
18For from sorrow comes death.

Sorrow of heart saps one’s strength.
19 In calamity, sorrow also remains.

A poor man’s life is grievous to the
heart.

20Don’t give your heart to sorrow.
Put it away, remembering the end.

21Don’t forget it, for there is no returning
again.

You do him no good, and you would
harm yourself.

22Remember his end, for so alsowill yours
be:

yesterday for me, and today for you.
23When the dead is at rest, let his remem-

brance rest.
Be comforted for him when his spirit
departs from him.

24 The wisdom of the scribe comes by the
opportunity of leisure.

Hewho has little business can become
wise.

25 How could he become wise who holds
the plow,

who glories in the shaft of the goad,
who drives oxen and is occupied in
their labors,

and whomostly talks about bulls?
26 He will set his heart upon turning his

furrows.
His lack of sleep is to give his heifers
their fodder.

27So is every craftsmanandmaster artisan
whopasses his time bynight as by day,
those who cut engravings of signets.

His diligence is to make great variety.
He sets his heart to preserve likeness
in his portraiture,

and is careful to finish his work.
28 So too is the smith sitting by the anvil
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and considering the unwrought iron.
The smoke of the fire will waste his flesh.

He toils in the heat of the furnace.
The noise of the hammer deafens his ear.

His eyes are upon the pattern of the
object.

He will set his heart upon perfecting his
works.

He will be careful to adorn them per-
fectly.

29 So is the potter sitting at his work
and turning thewheel aroundwithhis
feet,

who is always anxiously set at his
work.

He produces his handiwork in quan-
tity.

30Hewill fashion the clay with his arm
and will bend its strength in front of
his feet.

Hewill applyhisheart tofinish theglazing.
He will be careful to clean the kiln.

31All these put their trust in their hands.
Eachbecomes skillful inhisownwork.

32 Without these no city would be inhab-
ited.

Men wouldn’t reside as foreigners or
walk up and down there.

33 They won’t be sought for in the council
of the people.

They won’t mount on high in the as-
sembly.

They won’t sit on the seat of the judge.
They won’t understand the covenant
of judgment.

Neither will they declare instruction
and judgment.

They won’t be found where parables
are.

34 But they will maintain the fabric of the
age.

Their prayer is in the handiwork of
their craft.

39
1Not so he who has applied his soul

and meditates in the law of the Most
High.

He will seek out the wisdom of all the
ancients

and will be occupied with prophecies.

2 He will keep the sayings of the men of
renown

and will enter in amidst the subtleties
of parables.

3 He will seek out the hidden meaning of
proverbs

and be conversant in the dark sayings
of parables.

4Hewill serve among great men
and appear before himwho rules.

He will travel through the land of foreign
nations,

for he has learned what is good and
evil amongmen.

5He will apply his heart to return early to
the Lord whomade him,

and will make supplication before the
Most High,

and will open his mouth in prayer,
and will ask for pardon for his sins.

6 If the great Lord wills,
he will be filled with the spirit of un-
derstanding;

he will pour forth the words of his
wisdom

and in prayer give thanks to the Lord.
7Hewill direct his counsel and knowledge,

and he will meditate in his secrets.
8Hewill show the instructionwhichhehas

been taught
and will glory in the law of the
covenant of the Lord.

9Manywill commend his understanding.
So long as the world endures, it won’t
be blotted out.

His memory won’t depart.
His name will live from generation to
generation.

10Nations will declare his wisdom.
The congregation will proclaim his
praise.

11 If he continues, he will leave a greater
name than a thousand.

If he finally rests, it is enough for him.

12 Yet more I will utter, which I have
thought about.

I am filled like the full moon.
13Listen to me, you holy children,

and bud forth like a rose growing by a
brook of water.
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14 Give a sweet fragrance like frankin-
cense.

Put forth flowers like a lily.
Scatter a sweet smell and sing a song
of praise.

Bless the Lord for all his works!
15Magnify his name

and give utterance to his praise
with the songs on your lips and with
harps!

Say this when you utter his praise:

16All theworksof theLordare exceedingly
good,

andevery commandwill bedone in its
time.

17No one can say, “What is this?” “Why is
that?”

for at the proper time they will all be
sought out.

At his word, the waters stood as a heap,
as did the reservoirs of water at the
word of his mouth.

18At his command all his good pleasure is
fulfilled.

There is no one who can hinder his
salvation.

19The works of all flesh are before him.
It’s impossible to be hidden from his
eyes.

20He sees from everlasting to everlasting.
There is nothing too wonderful for
him.

21No one can say, “What is this?” “Why is
that?”

for all things are created for their own
uses.

22 His blessing covered the dry land as a
river

and saturated it as a flood.
23As he has made the waters salty,

so the heathen will inherit his wrath.
24His ways are plain to the holy.

They are stumbling blocks to the
wicked.

25Good things are created from the begin-
ning for the good.

So are evil things for sinners.
26Themain things necessary for the life of

man
are water, fire, iron, salt,
wheat flour, and honey, milk,

the blood of the grape, oil, and cloth-
ing.

27All these things are for good to the godly,
but for sinners, they will be turned
into evils.

28 There are winds that are created for
vengeance,

and in their fury they lay on their
scourges heavily.

In the time of reckoning, they pour out
their strength,

andwill appease thewrathofhimwho
made them.

29Fire, hail, famine, and death—
all these are created for vengeance—
30 wild beasts’ teeth, scorpions,
adders,

and a sword punishing the ungodly to
destruction.

31They will rejoice in his commandment,
and will be made ready upon earth
when needed.

In their seasons, they won’t disobey
his command.

32Therefore from the beginning I was con-
vinced,

and I thought it through and left it in
writing:

33All the works of the Lord are good.
He will supply every need in its time.

34Noone can say, “This isworse than that,”
for they will all be well approved in
their time.

35Nowwithall yourhearts andvoices, sing
praises

and bless the Lord’s name!

40
1Great travail is created for everyman.

A heavy yoke is upon the sons of
Adam,

from the day of their coming forth
from their mother’s womb,

until the day for their burial in the
mother of all things.

2 The expectation of things to come, and
the day of death,

trouble their thoughts, and cause fear
in their hearts.

3From himwho sits on a throne of glory,
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even to him who is humbled in earth
and ashes,

4 fromhimwhowears purple and a crown,
even to himwho is clothed in burlap,

5 there is wrath, jealousy, trouble, unrest,
fear of death, anger, and strife.

In the time of rest upon his bed,
hisnight sleep changeshis knowledge.

6He gets little or no rest,
and afterward in his sleep, as in a day
of keeping watch,

he is troubled in thevisionofhisheart,
as onewhohas escaped from the front
of battle.

7 In the very time of his deliverance, he
awakens,

andmarvels that the fear is nothing.

8To all creatures, human and animal,
and upon sinners sevenfold more,
9comedeath, bloodshed, strife, sword,
calamities, famine, suffering, and
plague.

10 All these things were created for the
wicked,

and because of them the flood came.
11All things that are of the earth turn to the

earth again.
All things that are of thewaters return
into the sea.

12 All bribery and injustice will be blotted
out.

Good faith will stand forever.
13 The goods of the unjust will be dried up

like a river,
and like a great thunder in rainwill go
off in noise.

14 In opening his hands, a man will be
made glad;

so lawbreakers will utterly fail.
15 The children of the ungodly won’t grow

many branches,
and are as unhealthy roots on a sheer
rock.

16The reeds by every water or river bank
will be plucked up before all grass.

17Kindness is like a garden of blessings.
Almsgiving endures forever.

18The life of onewho labors and is content
will be made sweet.

He who finds a treasure is better than
both.

19Children and the building of a city estab-
lish a name.

A blameless wife is better than both.
20Wine andmusic rejoice the heart.

The loveofwisdomisbetter thanboth.
21 The pipe and the lute make pleasant

melody.
A pleasant tongue is better than both.

22Your eye desires grace and beauty,
but the green shoots of grain more
than both.

23A friend and a companion is alwayswel-
come,

and a wife with her husband is better
than both.

24 Relatives and helpers are for a time of
affliction,

but almsgiving rescues better than
both.

25Gold and silver will make the foot stand
sure,

and counsel is esteemed better than
both.

26Riches and strengthwill lift up the heart.
The fear of the Lord is better than
both.

There is nothing lacking in the fear of the
Lord.

In it, there is no need to seek help.
27 The fear of the Lord is like a garden of

blessing
andcovers amanmore thananyglory.

28My son, don’t lead a beggar’s life.
It is better to die than to beg.

29Amanwho looks to the table of another,
his life is not to be considered a life.

He will pollute his soul with another per-
son’s food,

but a wise and well-instructed person
will beware of that.

30Beggingwill be sweet in themouthof the
shameless,

but it kindles a fire in his belly.

41
1 O death, how bitter is the memory of

you to a man who is at peace in his
possessions,

to themanwhohas nothing to distract
him and has prosperity in all things,
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and who still has strength to enjoy
food!

2O death, your sentence is acceptable to a
man who is needy and who fails in
strength,

who is in extremeold age, is distracted
about all things,

is perverse, and has lost patience!
3Don’t be afraid of the sentence of death.

Remember those who have been be-
fore you andwho come after.

This is the sentence from the Lord over all
flesh.

4Andwhy do you refuse when it is the
good pleasure of the Most High?

Whether life lasts ten, or a hundred, or a
thousand years,

there is no inquiry about life in
Hades.†

5 The children of sinners are abominable
children

and they frequent the dwellings of the
ungodly.

6 The inheritance of sinners’ children will
perish

and with their posterity will be a per-
petual disgrace.

7 Children will complain of an ungodly fa-
ther,

because they suffer disgrace because
of him.

8Woe to you, ungodly men,
whohave forsaken the lawof theMost
High God!‡

9 If you are born, you will be born to a
curse.

If you die, a cursewill be your portion.
10 All things that are of the earth will go

back to the earth;
so the ungodly will go from a curse to
perdition.

11Themourning ofmen is about their bod-
ies;

but the evil name of sinners will be
blotted out.

12Have regard for your name,
for it continueswith you longer than a
thousand great treasures of gold.

13A good life has its number of days,
but a good name continues forever.

14Mychildren, follow instruction in peace.
But wisdom that is hidden and a trea-
sure that is not seen,

what benefit is in them both?
15Better is amanwhohideshis foolishness

than amanwho hides his wisdom.
16Therefore show respect for mywords;

for it is not good to retain every kindof
shame.

Not everything is approved by all in
good faith.

17Be ashamed of sexual immorality before
father andmother,

of a lie before a prince and a mighty
man,

18 of an offense before a judge and
ruler,

of iniquity before the congregation
and the people,

of unjust dealing before a partner and
friend,

19 and of theft in the place where you
sojourn.

Be ashamed in regard of the truth of God
and his covenant,

of leaning on your elbow at dinner,
of contemptuous behavior in the mat-
ter of giving and taking,

20 of silence before those who greet
you,

of looking at a womanwho is a prosti-
tute,

21 of turning away your face from a
kinsman,

of taking away a portion or a gift,
of gazing at a woman who has a hus-
band,

22 of meddling with his maid—and
don’t come near her bed,

of abusive speech to friends—andafter
you have given, don’t insult,

23of repeating and speaking what you
have heard,

and of revealing of secrets.
24 So you will be ashamed of the right

things
and find favor in the sight of every
man.

† 41:4 or, the place of the dead or, Sheol ‡ 41:8 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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42
1Don’t be ashamed of these things,

and don’t sin to save face:
2 of the law of the Most High and his
covenant,

of judgment to do justice to the un-
godly,

3of reckoningwith a partner andwith
travellers,

of a gift from the inheritance of
friends,

4of exactness of scales and weights,
of getting much or little,
5 of bargaining dealing with mer-
chants,

of frequent correction of children,
andofmaking the back of an evil slave
to bleed.

6A seal is good where an evil wife is.
Where there are many hands, lock
things up.

7 Whatever you hand over, let it be by
number andweight.

In giving and receiving, let all be in
writing.

8Don’t be ashamed to instruct the unwise
and foolish,

and one of extreme old age who con-
tends with those who are young.

So you will be well instructed indeed
and approved in the sight of every
livingman.

9 A daughter is a secret cause of wakeful-
ness to a father.

Care for her takes away sleep—
inher youth, lest shepass theflowerof
her age;

when she is married, lest she should
be hated;

10 in her virginity, lest she should be
defiled and be with child in her fa-
ther’s house;

when she has a husband, lest she
should transgress;

and when she is married, lest she
should be barren.

11 Keep a strict watch over a headstrong
daughter,

lest she make you a laughingstock to
your enemies,

a byword in the city and notorious
among the people,

and shame you in public.

12Don’t gaze at every beautiful body.
Don’t sit in themidst of women.

13For from garments comes amoth,
and from a woman comes a woman’s
wickedness.

14Better is the wickedness of a man than a
pleasant woman,

a woman who puts you to shame and
disgrace.

15 I will makemention now of theworks of
the Lord,

and will declare the things that I have
seen.

The Lord’s works are in his words.
16 The sun that gives light looks at all

things.
The Lord’s work is full of his glory.

17 The Lord has not given power to the
saints to declare all his marvelous
works,

which the Almighty Lord firmly set-
tled,

that the universemight be established
in his glory.

18He searches out the deep and the heart.
He has understanding of their secrets.

For theMost High knows all knowledge.
He sees the signs of the world.

19He declares the things that are past and
the things that shall be,

and reveals the traces of hidden
things.

20No thought escapes him.
There is not a word hidden from him.

21He has ordered the mighty works of his
wisdom.

He is from everlasting to everlasting.
Nothing has been added to them, nor di-

minished from them.
He had no need of any counselor.

22How desirable are all his works!
Onemay see this even in a spark.

23All these things live and remain forever
in all manner of uses.

They are all obedient.
24 All things are in pairs, one opposite the

other.
He has made nothing imperfect.
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25One thing establishes the good things of
another.

Who could ever see enough of his
glory?

43
1 The pride of the heavenly heights is the

clear sky,
the appearance of heaven, in the spec-
tacle of its glory.

2 The sun, when it appears, bringing tid-
ings as it rises,

is amarvelous instrument, theworkof
the Most High.

3At noon, it dries up the land.
Who can stand against its burning
heat?

4 A man tending a furnace is in burning
heat,

but the sun three timesmore, burning
up themountains,

breathing out fiery vapors,
and sending out bright beams, it
blinds the eyes.

5Great is the Lord whomade it.
At his word, he hastens on its course.

6Themoonmarks the changing seasons,
declares times, and is a sign for the
world.

7From themoon is the sign of feast days,
a light that wanes when it completes
its course.

8Themonth is called after its name,
increasing wonderfully in its chang-
ing—

an instrument of the army on high,
shining in the structure of heaven,
9 the beauty of heaven, the glory of the
stars,

an ornament giving light in the high-
est places of the Lord.

10 At the word of the Holy One, they will
stand in due order.

They won’t faint in their watches.
11Lookat the rainbow, andpraisehimwho

made it.
It is exceedingly beautiful in its bright-
ness.

12 It encircles the sky with its glorious cir-
cle.

The hands of the Most High have
stretched it out.

13 By his commandment, he makes the
snow fall

and swiftly sends the lightnings of his
judgment.

14Therefore the storehouses are opened,
and clouds fly out like birds.

15 By his mighty power, he makes the
clouds strong

and the hailstones are broken in
pieces.

16At his appearing, the mountains will be
shaken.

At his will, the south wind will blow.
17 The voice of his thunder rebukes the

earth.
So does the northern storm and the
whirlwind.

Like birds flying down, he sprinkles the
snow.

It falls down like the lightingof locusts.
18 The eye is dazzled at the beauty of its

whiteness.
The heart is amazed as it falls.

19He also pours out frost on the earth like
salt.

When it is freezes, it has points like
thorns.

20The cold north wind blows
and ice freezes on the water.

It settles on every pool of water.
The water puts it on like it was a
breastplate.

21 It will devour the mountains, burn up
the wilderness,

and consume the green grass like fire.
22Amist coming speedily heals all things.

A dew coming after heat brings cheer-
fulness.

23By his counsel, he has calmed the deep
and planted islands in it.

24 Those who sail on the sea tell of its dan-
gers.

We marvel when we hear it with our
ears.

25 There are also those strange and won-
drous works in it—

variety of all that has life and the huge
creatures of the sea.

26Because of him, hismessengers succeed.
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By his word, all things hold together.

27 We may say many things, but couldn’t
say enough.

The summary of our words is, “He is
everything!”

28 How could we have strength to glorify
him?

For he is himself the greater than all
his works.

29 The Lord is awesome and exceedingly
great!

His power is marvelous!
30Glorify the Lord and exalt him as much

as you can!
For even yet, he will surpass that.

When you exalt him, summon your full
strength.

Don’t be weary, because you can’t
praise him enough.

31Who has seen him, that hemay describe
him?

Who canmagnify him as he is?
32Many things greater than these are hid-

den,
for we have seen just a few of his
works.

33For the Lordmade all things.
He gave wisdom to the godly.

44
1Let us now praise famousmen,

our ancestors in their generations.
2The Lord created great glory in them—

his mighty power from the beginning.
3 Some ruled in their kingdoms

and were men renowned for their
power,

giving counsel by their understand-
ing.

Some have spoken in prophecies,
4 leaders of the people by their coun-
sels,

and by their understanding, giving in-
struction for the people.

Their words in their instruction were
wise.

5 Some composedmusical tunes,
and set forth verses in writing,
6 richmen endowedwith ability,
living peaceably in their homes.

7 All these were honored in their genera-
tions,

and were outstanding in their days.
8 Some of them have left a name behind

them,
so that others declare their praises.

9But of others, there is nomemory.
They perished as though they had not
been.

They become as though they had not
been born,

they and their children after them.
10But these weremen of mercy,

whose righteous deeds have not been
forgotten.

11 A good inheritance remains with their
offspring.

Their children are within the
covenant.

12Their offspring stand fast,
with their children, for their sakes.

13Their offspring will remain forever.
Their glory won’t be blotted out.

14Their bodies were buried in peace.
Their name lives to all generations.

15People will declare their wisdom.
The congregation proclaims their
praise.

16 Enoch pleased the Lord, and was taken
up,

an example of repentance to all gener-
ations.

17Noahwas found perfect and righteous.
In the seasonofwrath, hekept the race
alive.

Therefore a remnant was left on the earth
when the flood came.

18 Everlasting covenants were made with
him,

that all flesh should no more be blot-
ted out by a flood.

19 Abraham was a great father of a multi-
tude of nations.

There was none found like him in
glory,

20who kept the law of theMost High,
andwas taken into covenantwithhim.

In his flesh he established the covenant.
When he was tested, he was found
faithful.

21Therefore he assured him by an oath
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that the nations would be blessed
through his offspring,

that he would multiply him like the
dust of the earth,

exalt his offspring like the stars,
and cause them to inherit from sea to
sea,

and from the Euphrates River to the
utmost parts of the earth.

22 In Isaac also, he established the same
assurance for Abraham his father’s
sake,

the blessing of all men, and the
covenant.

23Hemade it rest upon the head of Jacob.
Heacknowledgedhim inhis blessings,
gave to him by inheritance,
and divided his portions.
He distributed them among twelve
tribes.

45
1He brought out of him aman of mercy,

who found favor in the sight of all
people,

a man loved by God and men, even
Moses,

whosememory is blessed.
2 He made him equal to the glory of the

saints,
and magnified him in the fears of his
enemies.

3 By his words he caused the wonders to
cease.

God glorified him in the sight of kings.
He gave him commandments for his peo-

ple
and showed him part of his glory.

4He sanctified him in his faithfulness and
meekness.

He chose him out of all people.
5Hemade him to hear his voice,

led him into the thick darkness,
and gave him commandments face to
face,

even the law of life and knowledge,
that he might teach Jacob the
covenant,

and Israel his judgments.

6He exalted Aaron, a holy man likeMoses,
even his brother, of the tribe of Levi.

7 He established an everlasting covenant
with him,

and gave him the priesthood of the
people.

He blessed himwith stateliness,
and dressed him in a glorious robe.

8He clothed him in perfect splendor,
and strengthenedhimwith symbols of
authority:

the linen trousers, the long robe, and
the ephod.

9He encircled himwith pomegranates;
withmany golden bells around him,
to make a sound as he went,
to make a sound that might be heard
in the temple,

for a reminder for the children of his
people;

10withaholy garment,with gold, blue,
and purple, the work of the embroi-
derer;

with an oracle of judgment—Urim and
Thummim;

11with twisted scarlet, the work of the
craftsman;

with precious stones engraved like a
signet, in a setting of gold, the work
of the jeweller,

for a reminder engraved in writing,
after the number of the tribes of
Israel;

12with a crownof gold upon themitre,
havingengravedon it, as ona signet,
“HOLINESS”,

an ornament of honor, the work of an
expert,

the desires of the eyes, goodly and
beautiful.

13 Before him there never have been any-
thing like it.

No stranger put them on, but only his
sons and his offspring perpetually.

14His sacrifices shall be wholly burned,
twice every day continually.

15Moses consecrated him,
and anointed himwith holy oil.

It was an everlasting covenant with him
and to his offspring, all the days of
heaven,

to minister to the Lord, to serve as a
priest,

and to bless his people in his name.



Sirach 45:16 1074 Sirach 46:7

16He chose him out of all living
to offer sacrifice to the Lord—
incense, and a sweet fragrance, for a
memorial,

to make atonement for your people.
17He gave to him in his commandments,

authority in the covenants of judg-
ments,

to teach Jacob the testimonies,
and to enlighten Israel in his law.

18 Strangers conspired against him
and envied him in the wilderness:
Dathan and Abiram with their com-
pany,

and the congregation of Korah, with
wrath and anger.

19The Lord saw it, and it displeased him.
In the wrath of his anger, they were
destroyed.

He did wonders upon them,
to consume themwith flaming fire.

20He added glory to Aaron,
and gave him a heritage.

He divided to him the first fruits of the
increase,

and prepared bread of first fruits in
abundance.

21For they eat the sacrifices of the Lord,
which he gave to him and to his off-
spring.

22 However, in the land of the people, he
has no inheritance,

and he has no portion among the peo-
ple,

for the Lord himself is your portion
and inheritance.

23 Phinehas the son of Eleazar is the third
in glory,

in that hewas zealous in the fear of the
Lord,

and stood fastwhen the people turned
away,

and hemade atonement for Israel.
24 Therefore, a covenant of peace was es-

tablished for him,
that he should be leader of the sanctu-
ary and of his people,

that he and his offspring should have
the dignity of the priesthood for-
ever.

25Also hemade a covenant with David the
son of Jesse, of the tribe of Judah.

The inheritance of the king is his alone
from son to son.

So the inheritance of Aaron is also to
his seed.

26May God give you wisdom in your heart
to judge his people in righteousness,
that their good thingsmaynot be abol-
ished,

and that their glorymay endure for all
their generations.

46
1 Joshua the son of Nunwas valiant in war,

and was the successor of Moses in
prophecies.

He wasmade great according to his name
for the saving of† God’s elect,
to take vengeance on the enemies that
rose up against them,

that he might give Israel their inheri-
tance.

2How was he glorified in the lifting up his
hands,

and in stretchingouthis swordagainst
the cities!

3Who before him stood so firm?
For the Lord himself brought his ene-
mies to him.

4Didn’t the sun go back by his hand?
Didn’t one day become as two?

5He called upon theMost High, theMighty
One,

when his foes pressed in all around
him,

and the great Lord heard him.
6With hailstones of mighty power,

he causedwar to break violently upon
the nation,

and‡ on the slope he destroyed those
who resisted,

so that the nations might know his
armor,

how he fought in the sight of the Lord;
for he followed theMighty One.

7Also in the timeofMoses, he did awork of
mercy—

he and Caleb the son of Jephunneh—
in that they withstood the adversary,

† 46:1 Gr. his. ‡ 46:6 See Joshua 10:11
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hindered the people from sin,
and stilled their wicked complaining.

8 And of six hundred thousand people on
foot, they two alonewere preserved

to bring them into their inheritance,
into a land flowing with milk and
honey.

9The Lord gave strength to Caleb,
and it remained with him to his old
age,

so that he entered the hill country,
and his offspring obtained it for an
inheritance,

10 that all the children of Israel might
see that it is good to follow the Lord.

11Also the judges, every one by his name,
all whose hearts didn’t engage in im-
morality,

and who didn’t turn away from the
Lord—

may their memory be blessed!
12 May their bones flourish again out of

their place.
May the name of thosewho have been
honored be renewed in their chil-
dren.

13 Samuel, the prophet of the Lord, loved
by his Lord,

established a kingdom and anointed
princes over his people.

14 By the law of the Lord he judged the
congregation,

and the Lord watched over Jacob.
15By his faithfulness hewas proved to be a

prophet.
Byhiswordshewasknown tobe faith-
ful in vision.

16 When his enemies pressed on him on
every side,

he called upon the Lord, the Mighty
One,

with the offering of the suckling lamb.
17Then the Lord thundered from heaven.

Hemadehisvoiceheardwithamighty
sound.

18 He utterly destroyed the rulers of the
Tyrians

and all the princes of the Philistines.

19Before the time of his age-long sleep,
he testified in the sight of the lord and
his anointed,

“I have not taken any man’s goods, so
much as a sandal;”

and no one accused him.
20Even after he fell asleep, he prophesied,

and showed the king his end,
and lifted up his voice from the earth
in prophecy,

to blot out the wickedness of the peo-
ple.

47
1After him, Nathan rose up

to prophesy in the days of David.
2As is the fat when it is separated from the

peace offering,
so was David separated from the chil-
dren of Israel.

3He played with lions as with kids,
and with bears as with lambs of the
flock.

4 In his youth didn’t he kill a giant,
and take away reproach from the peo-
ple

whenhe lifted uphis handwith a sling
stone,

and beat down the boasting Goliath?
5For he called upon theMost High Lord,

and he gave him strength in his right
hand

to kill a manmighty in war,
to exalt the horn of his people.

6 So they glorified him for his tens of thou-
sands,

and praised him for the blessings of
the Lord,

in that a glorious diademwas given to
him.

7 For he destroyed the enemies on every
side,

and defeated the Philistines his adver-
saries.

He broke their horn in pieces to this
day.

8 In everywork of his he gave thanks to the
Holy One Most High with words of
glory.

He sang praise with his whole heart,
† 47:9 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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and loved himwhomade him.
9He set singers before the altar,

tomake sweetmelody by theirmusic.†
10He gave beauty to the feasts,

and set in order the seasons to comple-
tion

while they praised his holy name,
and the sanctuary resounded from
early morning.

11The Lord took away his sins,
and exalted his horn forever.

He gave him a covenant of kings,
and a glorious throne in Israel.

12After him awise son rose up,
who because of him lived in security.

13 Solomon reigned in days of peace.
God gave him rest all around,
that he might set up a house for his
name,

and prepare a sanctuary forever.
14Howwise youweremade in your youth,

and filled as a river with understand-
ing!

15Your influence covered the earth,
and you filled it with parables and
riddles.

16 Your name reached to the far away is-
lands,

and you were loved for your peace.
17For your songs, proverbs, parables,

and interpretations, the countries
marveled at you.

18By the name of the Lord God,
who is called the God of Israel,
you gathered gold like tin,
andmultiplied silver like lead.

19You bowed your loins to women,
and in your body you were brought
into subjection.

20You blemished your honor,
and defiled your offspring,
to bring wrath upon your children.
I was grieved for your folly,
21 because the sovereignty was di-
vided,

and a disobedient kingdom ruled out
of Ephraim.

22 But the Lord will never forsake his
mercy.

He won’t destroy any of his works,
nor blot out the posterity of his elect.

He won’t take away the offspring himwho
loved him.

He gave a remnant to Jacob,
and to David a root from his own fam-
ily.

23 So Solomon rested with his fathers.
Of his offspring, he left behind him
Rehoboam,

the foolishness of the people, and one
who lacked understanding,

who made the people revolt by his
counsel.

Also Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
whomade Israel to sin,
and gave a way of sin to Ephraim.

24Their sins weremultiplied exceedingly,
until they were removed from their
land.

25 For they sought out all manner of
wickedness,

until vengeance came upon them.

48
1Then Elijah arose, the prophet like fire.

His word burned like a torch.
2He brought a famine upon them,

and by his zeal made them few in
number.

3 By the word of the Lord he shut up the
heavens.

He brought down fire three times.
4How you were glorified, O Elijah, in your

wondrous deeds!
Whose glory is like yours?

5You raised up a deadman from death,
from Hades, by the word of the Most
High.

6You brought down kings to destruction,
and honorable men from their
sickbeds.

7You heard rebuke in Sinai,
and judgments of vengeance inHoreb.

8You anointed kings for retribution,
and prophets to succeed after you.

9Youwere taken up in a tempest of fire,
in a chariot of fiery horses.

10 You were recorded for reproofs in their
seasons,

to pacify anger, before it broke out
into wrath,
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to turn the heart of the father to the
son,

and to restore the tribes of Jacob.
11Blessed are those who saw you,

and those who have been beautified
with love;

for we also shall surely live.

12Elijah was wrapped in a whirlwind.
Elisha was filled with his spirit.
In his days he was not moved by the
fear of any ruler,

and no one brought him into subjec-
tion.

13Nothing was too hard for him.
When he was buried, his body proph-
esied.

14As in his life he did wonders,
so his works were also marvelous in
death.

15For all this the people didn’t repent.
They didn’t depart from their sins,
until they were carried away as a
plunder from their land,

and were scattered through all the
earth.

The people were left very few in number,
but with a ruler from the house of
David.

16 Some of them did that which was right,
but somemultiplied sins.

17Hezekiah fortified his city,
and brought water into its midst.

He tunneled through rock with iron,
and built cisterns for water.

18 In his days Sennacherib invaded,
and sent Rabshakeh, and departed.

He lifted up his hand against Zion,
and boasted great things in his arro-
gance.

19 Then their hearts and their hands were
shaken,

and they were in pain, as women in
labor.

20 But they called upon the Lord who is
merciful,

spreading out their hands to him.
The Holy One quickly heard them out of

Heaven,
and delivered them by the hand of
Isaiah.

21He struck the camp of the Assyrians,

and his angel utterly destroyed them.
22 For Hezekiah did that which was pleas-

ing to the Lord,
and was strong in the ways of his an-
cestor David,

which Isaiah the prophet com-
manded,

who was great and faithful in his vi-
sion.

23 In his days the sun went backward.
He prolonged the life of the king.

24Hesawbyanexcellent spiritwhatwould
come to pass in the future;

andhe comforted thosewhomourned
in Zion.

25Heshowed the things thatwouldhappen
through the end of time,

and the hidden things before they
came.

49
1Thememory of Josiah is like the composi-

tion of incense
prepared by thework of the perfumer.

It will be sweet as honey in everymouth,
and like music at a banquet of wine.

2Hedidwhatwas right in the reforming of
the people,

and took away the abominations of
iniquity.

3He set his heart right toward the Lord.
In lawless days, he made godliness
prevail.

4Except David, Hezekiah, and Josiah,
all were wicked,
because they abandoned the law of
theMost High.

The kings of Judah came to an end.
5They gave their power to others,

and their glory to a foreign nation.
6 They set the chosen city of the sanctuary

on fire
and made her streets desolate, as
it was written by the hand of
Jeremiah.

7For theymistreated him;
yet he was sanctified in the womb to
be a prophet,

to root out, to afflict, to destroy
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and likewise to build and to plant.

8Ezekiel saw the vision of glory,
which God showed him on the chariot
of the cherubim.

9 For truly he remembered the enemies in
rainstorm,

and to do good to those who directed
their ways aright.

10Also of the twelve prophets,†
may their bones flourish again out of
their place.

He comforted the people of Jacob,
anddelivered thembyconfidenthope.

11How shall wemagnify Zerubbabel?
He was like a signet ring on the right
hand.

12 So was Jesus the son of Josedek,
who in their days built the house,
and exalted a‡ people holy to the Lord,
prepared for everlasting glory.

13Also of Nehemiah thememory is great.
He raised up for us fallen walls,
set up the gates and bars,
and rebuilt our houses.

14Noman was created upon the earth like
Enoch,

for he was taken up from the earth.
15Nor was there aman born like Joseph,

a leader of his kindred, a supporter of
the people.

Even his bones were cared for.
16 Shem and Seth were honored among

men,
but above every living thing in the
creation was Adam.

50
1 It was Simon, the son of Onias, the high

priest,
who in his life repaired the house,
and in his days strengthened the tem-
ple.

2 The foundation was built by him to the
height of the double walls,

the lofty retaining walls of the temple
enclosure.

3 In his days, a water cistern was dug,

the brazen vessel like the sea in cir-
cumference.

4He planned to save his people from ruin,
and fortified the city against siege.

5 How glorious he was when the people
gathered around him

as he came out of the house of the veil!
6 He was like the morning star among

clouds,
like the full moon,
7 like the sun shining on the temple of
the Most High,

like the rainbow shining in clouds of
glory,

8 like roses in the days of first fruits,
like lilies by a water spring,
like the shoot of the frankincense tree
in summer time,

9 like fire and incense in the censer,
like a vessel of beaten gold adorned
with all kinds of precious stones,

10 like an olive tree loaded with fruit,
and like a cypress growing high
among the clouds.

11When he put on his glorious robe,
and clothed himself in perfect splen-
dor,

ascending to the holy altar,
he made the court of the sanctuary
glorious.

12Whenhe received the portions out of the
priests’ hands,

as he stood by the hearth of the altar,
withhis kindred like a garlandaround
him,

he was like a young cedar in Lebanon
surrounded by the trunks of palm
trees.

13All the sons of Aaron in their glory,
held the Lord’s offering in their hands
before all the congregation of Israel.

14Finishing the service at the altars,
that he might arrange the offering of
the Most High, the Almighty,

15he stretched out his hand to the cup
of libation,

and poured out the cup of the grape.
He poured it out at the foot of the altar,

† 49:10The remainder of this line is omittedby thebest authorities. ‡ 49:12 Someancient authorities read temple.
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a sweet smelling fragrance to theMost
High, the King of all.

16Then the sons of Aaron shouted.
They sounded the trumpets of beaten
work.

Theymade a great fanfare to be heard,
for a reminder before theMost High.

17Then all the people together hurried,
and fell down to the ground on their
faces

to worship their Lord, the Almighty,
GodMost High.

18 The singers also praised him with their
voices.

There was a sweet melody in the
whole house.

19And the people implored the Lord Most
High,

in prayer before himwho is merciful,
until the worship of the Lord was fin-
ished,

and so they accomplished his service.
20 Then he went down, and lifted up his

hands
over the whole congregation of the
children of Israel,

to give blessing to the Lord with his
lips,

and to glory in his name.
21He bowed himself down in worship the

second time,
to declare the blessing from the Most
High.

22Now bless the God of all,
who everywhere does great things,
who exalts our days from the womb,
and deals with us according to his
mercy.

23May he grant us joyfulness of heart,
and that peace may be in our days in
Israel for the days of eternity,

24 to entrust his mercy with us,
and let him deliver us in his time!

25With two nations my soul is vexed,
and the third is no nation:
26 Those who sit on the mountain of†
Samaria, the Philistines,

and the foolish people who live in
Shechem.

27 I have written in this book the instruc-
tion of understanding and knowl-
edge,

I Jesus, the son of Sirach Eleazar, of
Jerusalem,

who out of his heart poured forth wis-
dom.

28 Blessed is he who will exercise these
things.

He who lays them up in his heart will
becomewise.

29 For if he does them, he will be strong in
all things,

for the light of the Lord is his guide.‡

51
A Prayer of Jesus the son of Sirach.

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, O King,
and will praise you, O Godmy Savior.

I give thanks to your name,
2 for you have been my protector and
helper,

and deliveredmy body out of destruc-
tion,

and out of the snare of a slanderous
tongue,

from lips that fabricate lies.
You were my helper before those who

stood by,
3 and delivered me, according to the
abundance of your mercy and of
your name,

from the gnashings of teeth ready to
devour,

out of the hand of those seeking my
life,

out of themany afflictions I endured,
4 from the choking of a fire on every
side,

andoutof themidst offire that Ihadn’t
kindled,

5out of the depth of the belly of Hades,
from an unclean tongue,
and from lying words—
6 the slander of an unrighteous tongue
to the king.

My soul drew near to death.
My life was near to Hades.

† 50:26 According to some ancient versions, Seir. ‡ 50:29 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best
authorities.
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7They surroundedme on every side.
There was no one to helpme.

I was looking for human help,
and there was none.

8Then I remembered yourmercy, O Lord,
and your working which has been
from everlasting,

how you deliver those who wait for
you,

and save them out of the hand of their
enemies.

9 I lifted upmy prayer from the earth,
and prayed for deliverance from
death.

10 I called upon the Lord, the Father of my
Lord,

that he would not forsake me in the
days of affliction,

in the time when there was no help
against the proud.

11 I will praise your name continually.
I will sing praise with thanksgiving.
My prayer was heard.

12You savedme from destruction
and deliveredme from the evil time.

Therefore I will give thanks and praise to
you,

and bless the name of the Lord.
13When I was yet young,

before I went abroad,
I sought wisdom openly inmy prayer.

14Before the temple I asked for her.
I will seek her out even to the end.

15 From the first flower to the ripening
grapemy heart delighted in her.

My foot walked in uprightness.
Frommy youth I followed her steps.

16 I inclined my ear a little, and received
her,

and found for myself much instruc-
tion.

17 I profited in her.
I will give glory to him who gives me
wisdom.

18For I determined to practice her.
I was zealous for that which is good.
I will never be put to shame.

19My soul has wrestled with her.
In my conduct I was exact.

I spreadoutmyhands to theheavenabove,
and bewailedmy ignorances of her.

20 I directedmy soul to her.

In purity I found her.
I got myself a heart joined with her from

the beginning.
Therefore I won’t be forsaken.

21My belly also was troubled to seek her.
Therefore I havegainedagoodposses-
sion.

22 The Lord gave me a tongue for my re-
ward.

I will praise himwith it.
23Draw near to me, all you who are uned-

ucated,
and live in the house of instruction.

24 Why therefore are you all lacking in
these things,

and your souls are very thirsty?
25 I openedmymouth and spoke,

“Get her for yourselves without
money.”

26Put your neck under the yoke,
and let your soul receive instruction.
She is near to find.

27 See with your eyes
how that I labored just a little
and found for myself much rest.

28 Get instruction with a great sum of sil-
ver,

and gainmuch gold by her.
29May your soul rejoice in his mercy,

andmay you all not be put to shame in
praising him.

30Work your work before the time comes,
and in his time he will give you your
reward.



Baruch 1:1 1081 Baruch 1:21

Baruch
The book of Baruch is recognized as

Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Or-
thodox Churches. In some Bibles, Baruch
chapter 6 is listed as a separate book called
The Letter of Jeremiah, reflecting its sepa-
ration from Baruch in some copies of the
Greek Septuagint.

1These are the words of the book which
Baruch the son of Nerias, the son of
Maaseas, the son of Sedekias, the son of
Asadias, the son of Helkias, wrote in Baby-
lon,

2 in the fifth year, in the seventh day of
themonth, at the timewhen theChaldeans
took Jerusalem and burned it with fire.

3 Baruch read the words of this book in
the hearing of Jechonias the son of Joakim
king of Judah, and in the hearing of all the
people who came to hear the book,

4 and in the hearing of the mighty men,
and of the kings’ sons, and in the hearing
of the elders, and in the hearing of all the
people, from the least to the greatest, even
of all those who lived at Babylon by the
river Sud.

5 Then they wept, fasted,† and prayed
before the Lord.

6 They also made a collection of money
according to everyman’s ability;

7 and they sent it to Jerusalem to Joakim
the high priest, the son of Helkias, the
son of Salom, and to the priests and to all
the people who were found with him at
Jerusalem,

8 at the same time when he took the
vessels of the house of the Lord, that had
been carried out of the temple, to return
them into the land of Judah, the tenth day
of Sivan—silver vesselswhich Sedekias the
son of Josias king of Judah hadmade,

9after Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon
had carried away Jechonias, the princes,
the captives, the mighty men, and the
people of the land from Jerusalem, and
brought them to Babylon.

10 And they said: Behold, we have sent
youmoney; therefore buywith themoney
burnt offerings, sin offerings, and incense,
and prepare an oblation, and offer upon
the altar of the Lord our God;

11 and pray for the life of Nabu-
chodonosor king of Babylon, and for the
life of Baltasar his son, that their daysmay
be‡ as the days of heaven above the earth.

12TheLordwill giveus strengthand light
to our eyes. Wewill live under the shadow
of Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon and
under the shadow of Baltasar his son, and
we shall serve them many days, and find
favor in their sight.

13Pray forusalso to theLordourGod, for
we have sinned against the Lord our God.
To this day the wrath of the Lord and his
indignation is not turned from us.

14 You shall read this book which we
have sent to you, tomake confession in the
house of the Lord upon the day of the feast
and on the days of the solemn assembly.

15 You shall say: To the Lord our God
belongs righteousness, but to us confusion
of face, as at this day—to themen of Judah,
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,

16 to our kings, to our princes, to our
priests, to our prophets, and to our fathers,

17 because we have sinned before the
Lord.

18We have disobeyed him and have not
listened to the voice of the Lord our God,
to walk in the commandments of the Lord
that he has set before us.

19 Since the day that the Lord brought
our fathers out of the land of Egypt to
this present day,wehavebeendisobedient
to the Lord our God, and we have been
negligent in not listening to his voice.

20 Therefore the plagues have clung to
us, along with the curse which the Lord
declared through Moses his servant in the
day that he brought our fathers out of the
land of Egypt to give us a land that flows
withmilk and honey, as at this day.

21 Nevertheless we didn’t listen to the
voice of the Lord our God, according to all
thewords of the prophetswhomhe sent to
us,

† 1:5 Another reading is, and vowed vows. ‡ 1:11 See Deuteronomy 11:21.
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22butweeachwalked in the imagination
of his own wicked heart, to serve strange
gods and to do what is evil in the sight of
the Lord our God.

2
1 Therefore the Lord has made good his

word which he pronounced against us,
and against our judges who judged Israel,
and against our kings, and against our
princes, and against the men of Israel and
Judah,

2 to bring upon us great plagues such as
never happened before under the whole
heaven,† as it came to pass in Jerusalem,
according to the things that are written in
the law of Moses,

3 that we should each eat the flesh of our
own son, and each eat the flesh of our own
daughter.

4 Moreover he has given them to be in
subjection to all the kingdoms that are
around us, to be a reproach and a des-
olation among all the people around us,
where the Lord has scattered them.

5 Thus they were cast down and not ex-
alted, because we sinned against the Lord
our God in not listening to his voice.

6To the Lord our God belongs righteous-
ness, but to us and to our fathers confusion
of face, as at this day.

7 All these plagues have come upon us
which theLordhaspronouncedagainstus.

8 Yet have we not entreated the favor
of the Lord by everyone turning from the
thoughts of his wicked heart.

9Therefore theLordhas keptwatchover
the plagues. The Lord has brought them
upon us, for the Lord is righteous in all his
works which he has commanded us.

10 Yet we have not listened to his voice,
to walk in the commandments of the Lord
that he has set before us.

11 And now, O Lord, you God of Israel
who have brought your people out of the
land of Egypt with a mighty hand, with
signs, with wonders, with great power,
andwithahigharm, andhavegottenyour-
self a name, as at this day:

12O Lord our God, we have sinned. We
have been ungodly. We have done wrong
in all your ordinances.

13 Let your wrath turn from us, for we
are but a few left among the heathen
where you have scattered us.

14Hear our prayer, O Lord, and our pe-
tition, and deliver us for your own sake.
Giveus favor in the sight of thosewhohave
led us away captive,

15 that all the earth may know that you
are the Lord our God, because Israel and
his posterity is called by your name.

16 O Lord, look down from your holy
house and consider us. Incline your ear, O
Lord, and hear.

17Open your eyes, and see; for the dead
that are in Hades, whose breath is taken
from their bodies, will give to the Lord
neither glory nor righteousness;

18but the soul who is greatly vexed, who
goes stooping and feeble, and the eyes that
fail, and the hungry soul, will declare your
glory and righteousness, O Lord.

19Forwedonotpresent our supplication
before you, O Lord our God, for the righ-
teousness of our fathers and of our kings.

20Foryouhave sentyourwrathandyour
indignation upon us, as you have spoken
by your servants the prophets, saying,

21“TheLord says, ‘Bowyour shoulders to
serve the king of Babylon, and remain in
the land that I gave to your fathers.

22 But if you won’t hear the voice of the
Lord to serve the king of Babylon,

23 I will cause to cease out of the cities of
Judah and from the region near Jerusalem
the voice of mirth, the voice of gladness,
voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of
the bride. The whole land will be desolate
without inhabitant.’ ”

24 But we wouldn’t listen to your voice,
to serve the king of Babylon. Therefore
you have made good your words that you
spoke by your servants the prophets, that
the bones of our kings and thebones of our
fathers would be taken out of their places.

25 Behold, they are cast out to the heat
by day and to the frost by night. They died

† 2:2 Another reading is, even as he has done. ‡ 2:25 See Jeremiah 32:36.
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in greatmiseries by famine, by sword, and
by‡ pestilence.

26Youhavemade the house that is called
by your name as it is today because of the
wickedness of the house of Israel and the
house of Judah.

27 Yet, O Lord our God, you have dealt
with us after all your kindness and accord-
ing to all your great mercy,

28 as you spoke by your servant Moses
in the day when you commanded him to
write your law in the presence of the chil-
dren of Israel, saying,

29“If youwon’t hearmyvoice, surely this
very great multitude will be turned into a
small number among the nations where I
will scatter them.

30 For I know that they will not hear me,
because they are a stiff-necked people; but
in the land of their captivity they will take
it to heart,

31andwill know that I am the Lord their
God. I will give them a heart and ears to
hear.

32Then theywill praiseme in the land of
their captivity, and think about my name,

33 and will return from their stiff neck
and from their wicked deeds; for they will
remember the way of their fathers who
sinned before the Lord.

34 I will bring them again into the land
which I promised to their fathers, to Abra-
ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, and they will
rule over it. I will increase them, and they
won’t be diminished.

35 And I will make an everlasting
covenant with them to be their God, and
they will be my people. I will no more
remove my people Israel out of the land
that I have given them.”

3
1 O Lord Almighty, you God of Israel,

the soul in anguish and the troubled spirit
cries to you.

2Hear, O Lord, and have mercy; for you
are a merciful God. Yes, have mercy upon
us, because we have sinned before you.

3 For you are enthroned forever, and we
keep perishing.

4 O Lord Almighty, you God of Israel,
hear now the prayer of the dead Israelites,

and of the children of those who were
sinners before you, who didn’t listen to
the voice of you their God; because of this,
these plagues cling to us.

5 Don’t remember the iniquities of our
fathers, but remember your power and
your name at this time.

6 For you are the Lord our God, and we
will praise you, O Lord.

7For this cause, youhaveputyour fear in
our hearts, to the intent thatwe should call
upon your name. Wewill praise you in our
captivity, forwehave called tomind all the
iniquity of our fathers who sinned before
you.

8 Behold, we are yet this day in our cap-
tivity where you have scattered us, for a
reproach and a curse, and to be subject to
penalty according to all the iniquities of
our fathers who departed from the Lord
our God.

9 Hear, O Israel, the commandments of
life! Give ear to understand wisdom!

10How is it, O Israel, that you are in your
enemies’ land, that youhavebecomeold in
a strange country, that youaredefiledwith
the dead,

11 that you are counted with those who
are in Hades?

12Youhave forsaken the fountain ofwis-
dom.

13 If you had walked in the way of God,
you would have dwelled in peace forever.

14 Learn where there is wisdom, where
there is strength, and where there is
understanding, that you may also know
where there is length of days and life,
where there is the light of the eyes and
peace.

15 Who has found out her place? Who
has come into her treasuries?

16Where are the princes of the heathen,
and those who ruled the beasts that are on
the earth,

17 those who had their pastime with the
fowls of the air, and thosewho hoarded up
silver and gold, in which people trust, and
of their getting there is no end?

18For those who diligently sought silver,
andwere so anxious, andwhoseworks are
past finding out,

19 they have vanished and gone down to
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Hades, and others have come up in their
place.

20 Younger men have seen the light and
lived upon the earth, but they haven’t
known the way of knowledge,

21 nor understood its paths. Their chil-
dren haven’t embraced it. They are far off
from their way.

22 It has not been heard of in Canaan,
neither has it been seen in Teman.

23 The sons also of Agar who seek un-
derstanding, which are in the land, the
merchants of Merran and Teman, and the
authors of fables, and the searchers out of
understanding—noneof thesehaveknown
the way of wisdom or remembered her
paths.

24O Israel, howgreat is thehouse ofGod!
How large is the place of his possession!

25 It is great andhasnoend. It is highand
unmeasurable.

26Giants were born that were famous of
old, great of stature, and expert in war.

27 God didn’t choose these, nor did he
give the way of knowledge to them,

28 so they perished, because they had no
wisdom. They perished through their own
foolishness.

29 Who has gone up into heaven, taken
her, and brought her down from the
clouds?

30Who has gone over the sea, found her,
and will bring her for choice gold?

31 There is no one who knows her way,
nor any who comprehend her path.

32 But he that knows all things knows
her, he found her out with his understand-
ing. Hewhoprepared the earth for all time
has filled it with four-footed beasts.

33 It is he who sends forth the light, and
it goes. He called it, and it obeyed himwith
fear.

34 The stars shone in their watches, and
were glad. Whenhe called them, they said,
“Here we are.” They shone with gladness
to himwhomade them.

35 This is our God. No other can be
compared to him.

36He has found out all theway of knowl-
edge, and has given it to Jacob his servant
and to Israel who is loved by him.

37 Afterward she appeared upon earth,
and lived withmen.

4
1 This is the book of God’s command-

ments and the law that endures forever.
All thosewhohold it fastwill live, but those
who leave it will die.

2Turn, O Jacob, and take hold of it. Walk
toward the shining of its light.

3 Don’t give your glory to another, nor
the things that are to your advantage to a
foreign nation.

4 O Israel, we are happy; for the things
that are pleasing to God are made known
to us.

5Be of good cheer,my people, thememo-
rial of Israel.

6 You were not sold to the nations for
destruction, but because you moved God
to wrath, you were delivered to your ad-
versaries.

7 For you provoked him who made you
by sacrificing to demons and not to God.

8 You forgot the everlasting God who
brought you up. You also grieved
Jerusalem, who nursed you.

9 For she saw the wrath that came upon
you from God, and said, “Listen, you who
dwell near Zion; for God has brought upon
me great mourning.

10For Ihave seen thecaptivityofmysons
and daughters, which the Everlasting has
brought upon them.

11Forwith joy I nourished them, but sent
them awaywith weeping andmourning.

12 Let no man rejoice over me, a widow
and forsaken by many. For the sins of my
children, I am left desolate, because they
turned away from the law of God

13 and had no regard for his statutes.
They didn’t walk in theways of God’s com-
mandments or tread in the paths of disci-
pline in his righteousness.

14 Let those who dwell near Zion come
and remember the captivity of my sons
and daughters, which the Everlasting has
brought upon them.

15 For he has brought a nation upon
them from afar, a shameless nation with
a strange language, who didn’t respect old
men or pity children.
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16 They have carried away the dear
beloved sons of the widow, and left her
whowas alone desolate of her daughters.”

17But I—how can I help you?
18 For he who brought these calamities

uponyouwill deliver you from thehandof
your enemies.

19Go your way, O my children. Go your
way, for I am left desolate.

20 I have put off the garment of peace,
and put on the sackcloth of my petition. I
will cry to the Everlasting as long as I live.

21Take courage,my children. Cry toGod,
and he will deliver you from the power
and hand of the enemies.

22 For I have trusted in the Everlasting,
that he will save you; and joy has come
to me from the Holy One, because of the
mercy that will soon come to you from
your Everlasting Savior.

23 For I sent you out with mourning and
weeping, but Godwill give you tome again
with joy and gladness forever.

24 For as now those who dwell near
Zion have seen your captivity, so they will
shortly see your salvation from our God
whichwill comeuponyouwith great glory
and brightness of the Everlasting.

25 My children, suffer patiently the
wrath that has come upon you from God,
for your enemy has persecuted you; but
shortly you will see his destruction and
will tread upon their necks.

26My delicate ones have traveled rough
roads. They were taken away like a flock
carried off by enemies.

27 Take courage, my children, and cry to
God; for you will be remembered by him
who has brought this upon you.

28For as it was your decision to go astray
from God, return and seek him ten times
more.

29 For he who brought these calamities
upon you will bring you everlasting joy
again with your salvation.

30Take courage, O Jerusalem, for hewho
called you by namewill comfort you.

31Miserable are those who afflicted you
and rejoiced at your fall.

32 Miserable are the cities which your
children served. Miserable is she who
received your sons.

33For as she rejoiced at your fall andwas
glad of your ruin, so she will be grieved at
her own desolation.

34 And I will take away her pride in her
great multitude and her boasting will be
turned into mourning.

35 For fire will come upon her from the
Everlasting for many days; and she will be
inhabited by demons for a long time.

36O Jerusalem, look around you toward
the east, and behold the joy that comes to
you from God.

37 Behold, your sons come, whom you
sent away. They come gathered together
from the east to thewest at theword of the
Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of God.

5
1Take off the garment of yourmourning

and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on
forever the beauty of the glory from God.

2 Put on the robe of the righteousness
fromGod. Setonyourheadadiademof the
glory of the Everlasting.

3ForGodwill showyour splendor every-
where under heaven.

4 For your name will be called by God
forever “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory”.

5Arise, O Jerusalem, and stand upon the
height. Look around you toward the east
and see your children gathered from the
going down of the sun to its rising at the
word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God
has remembered them.

6 For they went from you on foot, being
led away by their enemies, but God brings
them in to you carried on high with glory,
on a royal throne.

7 For God has appointed that every high
mountain and the everlasting hills should
be made low, and the valleys filled up to
make the ground level, that Israel may go
safely in the glory of God.

8 Moreover the woods and every sweet
smelling tree have shaded Israel by the
commandment of God.
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9 For God will lead Israel with joy in
the light of his glory with the mercy and
righteousness that come from him.

6
The Letter of Jeremy (Jeremiah)

1 A copy of a letter that Jeremy sent to
those who were to be led captives into
Babylon by the king of the Babylonians,
to give them the message that God com-
manded him.

2 Because of the sins which you have
committed before God, you will be led
away captives to Babylon by Nabu-
chodonosor king of the Babylonians.

3So when you come to Babylon, youwill
remain there many years, and for a long
season, even for seven generations. After
that, I will bring you out peacefully from
there.

4 But now you will see in Babylon gods
of silver, gold, wood carried on shoulders,
which cause the nations to fear.

5 Beware therefore that you in no way
become like these foreigners. Don’t let fear
takeholdof youbecauseof themwhenyou
see the multitude before them and behind
them, worshiping them.

6 But say in your hearts, “O Lord, we
must worship you.”

7 For my angel is with you, and I myself
care for your souls.

8 For their tongue is polished by the
workman, and they themselves are over-
laid with gold and with silver; yet they are
only fake, and can’t speak.

9And takinggold, as if itwere for avirgin
who loves to be happy, they make crowns
for the heads of their gods.

10 Sometimes also the priests take gold
and silver from their gods, and spend it on
themselves.

11 They will even give some of it to the
common prostitutes. They dress them like
men with garments, even the gods of sil-
ver, gods of gold, and gods of wood.

12 Yet these gods can’t save themselves
fromrust andmoths, even though they are
covered with purple garments.

13 They wipe their faces because of the
dust of the temple, which is thick upon
them.

14 And he who can’t put to death one
who offends against him holds a sceptre,
as though he were judge of a country.

15He has also a dagger in his right hand,
and an axe, but can’t deliver himself from
war and robbers.

16By this they are known not to be gods.
Therefore don’t fear them.

17 For like a vessel that a man uses is
worth nothing when it is broken, even so
it is with their gods. When they are set up
in the temples, their eyes are full of dust
through the feet of those who come in.

18As the courts are securedonevery side
upon him who offends the king, as being
committed to suffer death, even so the
priests secure their temples with doors,
with locks, andbars, lest theybecarriedoff
by robbers.

19They light candles for them, yes, more
than for themselves, even though they
can’t see one.

20 They are like one of the beams of the
temple. Men say their hearts are eaten
out when things creeping out of the earth
devour both themand their clothing. They
don’t feel it

21 when their faces are blackened
through the smoke that comes out of the
temple.

22Bats, swallows, andbirds landon their
bodies and heads. So do the cats.

23By this youmay know that they are no
gods. Therefore don’t fear them.

24Notwithstanding the gold with which
they are covered to make them beautiful,
unless someonewipes off the tarnish, they
won’t shine; for they didn’t even feel it
when they weremolten.

25Things in which there is no breath are
bought at any cost.

26Having no feet, they are carried upon
shoulders. By this, theydeclare tomenthat
they are worth nothing.

27 Those who serve them are also
ashamed, for if they fall to the ground
at any time, they can’t rise up again by
themselves. If they are bowed down, they
can’t make themselves straight; but the
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offerings are set before them, as if they
were deadmen.

28 And the things that are sacrificed to
them, their priests sell and spend. In like
manner, their wives also lay up part of it
in salt; but to the poor and to the impotent
they give none of it.

29 The menstruous woman and the
woman in childbed touch their sacrifices,
knowing therefore by these things that
they are no gods. Don’t fear them.

30 For how can they be called gods? Be-
cause women set food before the gods of
silver, gold, and wood.

31And in their temples the priests sit on
seats, having their clothes torn and their
heads and beards shaven, and nothing on
their heads.

32They roar and cry before their gods, as
men do at the feast when one is dead.

33 The priests also take off garments
from themand clothe theirwives and chil-
dren with them.

34 Whether it is evil or good what one
does to them, they are not able to repay it.
They can’t set up a king or put him down.

35 In like manner, they can neither give
riches nor money. Though a man make a
vow to them and doesn’t keep it, they will
never exact it.

36 They can save no man from death.
They can’t deliver the weak from the
mighty.

37 They can’t restore a blind man to his
sight, or deliver anyone who is in distress.

38They can shownomercy to thewidow,
or do good to the fatherless.

39 They are like the stones that are cut
out of the mountain, these gods of wood
that are overlaid with gold andwith silver.
Those who minister to them will be con-
founded.

40 How could a man then think or
say that they are gods, when even the
Chaldeans themselves dishonor them?

41 If they shall see one mute who can’t
speak, they bring him and ask him to call
upon Bel, as though hewere able to under-
stand.

42 Yet they can’t perceive this them-
selves, and forsake them; for they have no
understanding.

43 The women also with cords around
them sit in the ways, burning bran for
incense; but if any of them, drawn by
someone who passes by, lies with him, she
reproaches her fellow, that she was not
thought as worthy as herself and her cord
wasn’t broken.

44Whatever is done among them is false.
How could a man then think or say that
they are gods?

45They are fashioned by carpenters and
goldsmiths. They can be nothing else than
what the workmenmake them to be.

46 And they themselves who fashioned
them can never continue long. How then
should the things that are fashioned by
them?

47 For they have left lies and reproaches
to those who come after.

48 For when there comes any war or
plague upon them, the priests consultwith
themselves, where they may be hidden
with them.

49How then can’t men understand that
they are no gods, which can’t save them-
selves fromwar or from plague?

50 For seeing they are only wood and
overlaid with gold and silver, it will be
known hereafter that they are false.

51 It will be manifest to all nations and
kings that they are no gods, but the works
of men’s hands, and that there is no work
of God in them.

52Who thenmay not know that they are
not gods?

53For they can’t set up a king in a land or
give rain to men.

54 They can’t judge their own cause, or
redress awrong, beingunable; for theyare
like crows between heaven and earth.

55 For even when fire falls upon the
house of gods of wood overlaid with gold
or with silver, their priests will flee away,
and escape, but they themselves will be
burned apart like beams.

56 Moreover they can’t withstand any
king or enemies. How could a man then
admit or think that they are gods?

57 Those gods of wood overlaid with sil-
ver or with gold aren’t able to escape from
thieves or robbers.
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58 The gold, silver, and garments with
which they are clothed—those who are
strong will take from them, and go away
with them. They won’t be able to help
themselves.

59 Therefore it is better to be a king who
shows his manhood, or else a vessel in a
house profitable for whatever the owner
needs, than such false gods—orevenadoor
in a house, to keep the things safe that are
in it, than such false gods; or better to be a
pillar of wood in a palace than such false
gods.

60For sun, moon, and stars, being bright
and sent to do their jobs, are obedient.

61 Likewise also the lightning when it
flashes is beautiful to see. In the sameway,
the wind also blows in every country.

62 And when God commands the clouds
to go over thewholeworld, they do as they
are told.

63 And the fire sent from above to con-
sume mountains and woods does as it is
commanded; but these are to be compared
to them neither in show nor power.

64 Therefore a man shouldn’t think or
say that they are gods, seeing they aren’t
able to judge causes or to do good tomen.

65 Knowing therefore that they are no
gods, don’t fear them.

66 For they can neither curse nor bless
kings.

67 They can’t show signs in the heavens
among the nations, or shine as the sun, or
give light as themoon.

68 The beasts are better than they; for
theycangetunderacovert, andhelp them-
selves.

69 In no way then is it manifest to us that
they are gods. Therefore don’t fear them.

70 For as a scarecrow in a garden of cu-
cumbers that keeps nothing, so are their
gods ofwood overlaidwith gold and silver.

71Likewise also their gods of wood over-
laid with gold and with silver, are like a
white thorn in an orchard that every bird
sits upon. They are also like a dead body
that is thrown out into the dark.

72 You will know them to be no gods
by the bright purple that rots upon them.
They themselves will be consumed after-

wards, and will be a reproach in the coun-
try.

73 Better therefore is the just man who
has no idols; for he will be far from re-
proach.
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The First Book of the
Maccabees

The First Book of the Maccabees is rec-
ognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by
the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and
Russian Orthodox Churches.

1 After Alexander the Macedonian, the
son of Philip, who came out of the land
of Chittim, and struck Darius king of the
Persians and Medes, it came to pass, after
he had struck him, that he reigned in his
place, in former time, over† Greece.

2 He fought many battles, won many
strongholds, killed the kings of the earth,

3went through to the ends of the earth,
and took spoils of a multitude of nations.
The earth was quiet before him. He was
exalted. His heart was lifted up.

4 He gathered together an exceedingly
strong army and ruled over countries, na-
tions, andprincipalities, and theypaidhim
tribute.

5After these things he fell sick, and per-
ceived that he was going to die.

6 He called his honorable servants,
which had been brought upwith him from
his youth, and he divided to them his
kingdomwhile he was still alive.

7 Alexander reigned twelve years, then
he died.

8Thenhis servants ruled, each one in his
place.

9 They all put crowns upon themselves
after hewas dead, and so did their sons af-
ter them many years; and they multiplied
evils in the earth.

10 There came out of them a sinful root,
AntiochusEpiphanes, sonofAntiochus the
king, who had been a hostage at Rome,
and he reigned in‡ the one hundred thirty
seventh year of the kingdomof theGreeks.

11 In those days transgressors of the law
came out of Israel and persuaded many,
saying, “Let’s go make a covenant with

the§ Gentiles around us; for sincewewere
separated from them many evils have be-
fallen us.”

12That proposal was good in their eyes.
13Someof the people eagerlywent to the

king, and he authorized them to observe
the ordinances of the† Gentiles.

14 So‡ they built a gymnasium in
Jerusalem according to the laws of the§
Gentiles.

15 They made themselves uncircum-
cised, forsook the holy covenant, joined
themselves to the† Gentiles, and sold
themselves to do evil.

16 The kingdom was established in the
sight ofAntiochus, andheplanned to reign
over Egypt, that he might reign over both
kingdoms.

17 He entered into Egypt with a‡ great
multitude, with chariots, with elephants,
with cavalry, and with a great§ navy.

18He made war against Ptolemy king of
Egypt. Ptolemy was put to shame before
him, and fled; and many fell wounded to
death.

19 They took possession of the strong
cities in the land of Egypt, and he took the
spoils of Egypt.

20 Antiochus, after he had defeated
Egypt, returned in† the one hundred forty
third year, and went up against Israel and
Jerusalemwith a‡ great multitude,

21 and entered presumptuously into the
sanctuary, and took the golden altar, the
lampstand for the light, and all its utensils.

22 He took the table of the show bread,
the cups for the drink offerings, the bowls,
the golden censers, the veil, the crowns,
and the gold decoration on the front of the
temple. He peeled it all off.

23 He took the silver, the gold, and the
precious vessels. He took the hidden trea-
sures which he found.

24 When he had taken all of these, he
went away into his own land. He made
a great slaughter, and spoke very arro-
gantly.

† 1:1 That is, the Greek Empire. Compare 1Maccabees 1:10 and 1Maccabees 6:2. ‡ 1:10 circa B.C. 176. § 1:11
Or, nations: and so throughout this book. † 1:13Or, nations: and so throughout this book. ‡ 1:14 See 2Maccabees
4:9, 12. § 1:14Or,nations: and so throughout this book. † 1:15Or,nations: and so throughout this book ‡ 1:17
Gr. heavy. § 1:17Or, armament † 1:20 circa B.C. 170. See 2Maccabees 5:11-16. ‡ 1:20 Gr. heavy.
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25 Great mourning came upon Israel, in
every place where they were.

26 The rulers and elders groaned. The
virgins and young men were made feeble.
The beauty of the womenwas changed.

27 Every bridegroom took up lamenta-
tion. Shewho sat in themarriage chamber
wasmourning.

28 The land was moved for its inhab-
itants, and all the house of Jacob was
clothed with shame.

29 §After two full years, the king sent
a chief collector of tribute to the cities of
Judah, and he came to Jerusalem with a†
great multitude.

30 He spoke words of peace to them in
subtlety, and they believed him. Then he
fell upon the city suddenly, struck it very
severely, and destroyed many people of
Israel.

31He took the spoils of the city, set it on
fire, and pulled down its houses and its
walls on every side.

32 They led captive the women and the
children, and seized the livestock.

33 Then they fortified the city of David
with a large, strong wall and with strong
towers, and it became their citadel.

34Theyput a sinful nation, transgressors
of the law, there, and they strengthened
themselves in it.

35They storedupweapons and food, and
gathering together the spoils of Jerusalem,
they stored them there, and they became a
great menace.

36 It became a place to lie in wait against
the sanctuary, and an evil adversary to
Israel continually.

37 They shed innocent blood on every
side of the sanctuary, and defiled the sanc-
tuary.

38 The inhabitants of Jerusalem fled be-
cause of them. She became a habitation
of foreigners. She became foreign to those
who were born in her, and her children
forsook her.

39 Her sanctuary was laid waste like a
wilderness,‡ her feasts were turned into

mourning, her Sabbaths into reproach,
and her honor into contempt.

40According to her glory, so was her dis-
honor multiplied, and her exaltation was
turned into mourning.

41 King Antiochus wrote to his whole
kingdom that all should be one people,

42 and that each should forsake his own
laws. All the nations agreed according to
the word of the king.

43 Many of Israel consented to his wor-
ship, sacrificed to the idols, and profaned
the Sabbath.

44 The king sent letters by the hand of
messengers to Jerusalem and the cities
of Judah, that they should follow laws
strange to the land,

45 and should forbid whole burnt offer-
ings and sacrifice and drink offerings in
the sanctuary; andshouldprofane theSab-
baths and feasts,

46 and pollute the sanctuary and those
whowere holy;

47 that they should build altars, and tem-
ples, and shrines for idols, and should sac-
rifice swine’s flesh and unclean animals;

48 and that they should leave their sons
uncircumcised, that they should make
their souls abominable with all manner of
uncleanness and profanation;

49 so that they might forget the law, and
change all the ordinances.

50 Whoever doesn’t do according to the
word of the king, he shall die.

51 According to all these words wrote
he to his whole kingdom. He appointed
overseers over all the people, and he com-
manded the cities of Judah to sacrifice, city
by city.

52 From the people were gathered to-
gether to them many, everyone who had
forsaken the law; and they did evil things
in the land.

53Theymade Israel tohide themselves in
every place of refuge which they had.

54On the fifteenth day of Chislev, in§ the
one hundred forty fifth year, they built an

§ 1:29 See 2 Maccabees 5:24. † 1:29 Gr. heavy. ‡ 1:39 See 2 Maccabees 6:6. § 1:54 circa B.C. 168. See 2
Maccabees 5:11. † 1:54 The two words rendered altar are different in the Greek: and so in 1 Maccabees 1:59.
‡ 1:54 The twowords rendered altar are different in the Greek: and so in 1Maccabees 1:59.
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abomination of desolation upon the altar,†
and in the cities of Judahonevery side they
built idol altars.‡

55 At the doors of the houses and in the
streets they burned incense.

56 They tore the books of the law which
they found in pieces and set them on fire.

57 Anyone who was found with any a
book of the covenant, and if any consented
to the law, the king’s sentence delivered
him to death.

58 Thus did they in their might to Israel,
to those who were foundmonth bymonth
in the cities.

59 On the twenty-fifth day of the month
they sacrificed upon the idol altar thatwas
on top of the altar of burnt offering.

60 §They put to death women who had
circumcised their children, according to
the commandment.

61 They hung their babies around their
necks, and their houses, and those who
had circumcised them.

62 Many in Israel were fully resolved
and confirmed in themselves not to eat
unclean things.

63 †They chose to die, that they might
not be defiled with the food, and that they
might not profane the holy covenant; and
they died.

64 Exceedingly great wrath came upon
Israel.

2
1 In those days Mattathias the son of

John, the sonof Simeon, a priest of the sons
of Joarib, from Jerusalem rose up; and he
lived at Modin.

2 And he had five sons:† John, who was
surnamed Gaddis;

3 Simon, whowas called Thassi;
4 Judas, who was calledMaccabaeus;
5 Eleazar, who was called Avaran; and

Jonathan, whowas called Apphus.
6Hesaw theblasphemies thatwere com-

mitted in Judah and in Jerusalem,
7 and he said, “Woe is me! Why was I

born to see the destruction of my people
and the destruction of the holy city, and
to dwell there when it was given into the

hand of the enemy, the sanctuary into the
hand of foreigners?

8Her temple has become like amanwho
was glorious.

9 Her vessels of glory are carried away
into captivity. Her infants are slain in her
streets. Her young men are slain with the
enemy’s sword.

10 What nation has not inherited her
palaces and takenpossessionof her spoils?

11 Her adornment has all been taken
away. Instead of a free woman, she has
become a slave.

12 Behold, our holy things, our beauty,
and our glory are laid waste. The Gentiles
have profaned them.

13Why should we live any longer?”
14 Mattathias and his sons tore their

clothes, put on sackcloth, and mourned
exceedingly.

15 And the king’s officers who were en-
forcing the apostasy came into the city
Modin to sacrifice.

16 Many of Israel came to them, and
Mattathias and his sons were gathered to-
gether.

17 The king’s officers answered and
spoke to Mattathias, saying, “You are a
ruler and an honorable and great man in
this city, and strengthened with sons and
kindred.

18 Now therefore come first and do the
commandment of the king, as all the na-
tions have done, including the men of Ju-
dah and those who remain in Jerusalem.
You and your house will be numbered
among the king’s‡ friends, and you and
your sons will be honored with silver and
gold andmany gifts.”

19 And Mattathias answered and said
with a loud voice, “If all the nations that
are in the house of the king’s dominion
listen to him, to fall away each one from
the worship of his fathers, and have made
choice to follow his commandments,

20yet I andmy sons andmy kindredwill
walk in the covenant of our fathers.

21 Far be it from us that we should for-
sake the law and the ordinances.

§ 1:60 See 2 Maccabees 6:10. † 1:63 See 2 Maccabees 6:19 and 7:1, etc. † 2:2 Gr. Joannes. ‡ 2:18 See 1
Maccabees 3:38; 10:10, etc.; Compare 1Maccabees 10:65; 11:27; 2 Maccabees 8:9.
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22We will not listen to the king’s words,
to turnaside fromourworship, to the right
hand, or to the left.”

23When he had finished speaking these
words, a Jew came in the sight of all to
sacrifice on the altar which was at Modin,
according to the king’s commandment.

24Mattathias saw it, so his zeal was kin-
dled, and his guts trembled, and he vented
his wrath according to judgment, and ran
and killed him upon the altar.

25He killed the king’s officer, who com-
pelled men to sacrifice, at the same time,
and pulled down the altar.

26 He was zealous for the law, even as
Phinehas did to Zimri the son of Salu.

27 Mattathias cried out in the city with
a loud voice, saying, “Whoever is zealous
for the lawandmaintains the covenant, let
him followme!”

28 He and his sons fled into the moun-
tains, and left all that they had in the city.

29 Then many who sought justice and
judgment went down into the wilderness
to live there—

30 they, their children, their wives, and
their livestock—because evils were multi-
plied upon them.

31 It was told the king’s officers and the
forces that were in Jerusalem, the city of
David, that certain men who had broken
the king’s commandment had gone down
into the secret places in the wilderness;

32 and many pursued after them, and
having overtaken them, they encamped
against them and set the battle in array
against them on the Sabbath day.

33 They said to them, “Enough of this!
Come out and do according to the word of
the king, and you will all live!”

34 They said, “We won’t come out. We
won’t do the word of the king, to profane
the Sabbath day.”

35 Then the enemy hurried to attack
them.

36 They didn’t answer them. They didn’t
cast a stone at them, or block their secret
places,

37 saying, “Let’s all die in our innocence.
Heaven and earth testify for us, that you
put us to death unjustly.”

38So they attacked them on the Sabbath,
and they died—they, theirwives, their chil-
dren, and their livestock—in number a
thousand souls of men.

39 When Mattathias and his friends
found out about it, and theymourned over
them exceedingly.

40 One said to another, “If we all do as
our kindred have done, and don’t fight
against the Gentiles for our lives and our
ordinances, they will quickly destroy us
from off the earth.”

41 So they decided that day, saying,
“Whoever comesagainst us tobattle on the
Sabbathday, let’s fight against him, andwe
will in no way all die, as our kindred died
in the secret places.”

42 Then a company of the Hasidaeans,§
mighty men of Israel, everyone who of-
fered himself willingly for the law, were
gathered together to them.

43All those who fled from the evils were
added to them, and supported them.

44 They mustered an army, and struck
sinners in their anger, and lawless men in
theirwrath. Therestfled to theGentiles for
safety.

45 And Mattathias and his friends went
around and pulled down the altars.

46 They forcibly circumcised the boys
whowere uncircumcised, as many as they
found in the coasts of Israel.

47 They pursued the arrogant, and the
work prospered in their hand.

48 They rescued the law out of the hand
of the Gentiles and out of the hand of the
kings. They never allowed the sinner to
triumph.

49The days of Mattathias drew near that
he shoulddie, andhe said tohis sons, “Now
pride and scorn have gained strength. It
is a season of overthrow and indignant
wrath.

50 Now, my children, be zealous for the
law, and give your lives for the covenant
of your fathers.

51 Call to remembrance the deeds of our
fathers which they did in their genera-
tions; and receive great glory and an ever-
lasting name.

§ 2:42 That is, Chasidim.
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52 Wasn’t Abraham found faithful in
temptation, and itwas reckoned to him for
righteousness?

53 Joseph in the time of his distress kept
the commandment, and became lord of
Egypt.

54 Phinehas our father, because he
was exceedingly zealous, obtained the
covenant of an everlasting priesthood.

55 Joshua became a judge in Israel for
fulfilling the word.

56 Caleb obtained a heritage in the land
for testifying in the congregation.

57 David inherited the throne of a king-
dom forever and ever for beingmerciful.

58 Elijah was taken up into heaven be-
cause he was exceedingly zealous for the
law.

59 Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael be-
lieved, and were saved out of the flame.

60Daniel was delivered from the mouth
of lions for his innocence.

61 “Thus consider from generation to
generation that no one who put their trust
in himwill lack for strength.

62Don’t be afraid of thewords of a sinful
man; for his glorywill be dungandworms.

63 Today he will be lifted up, and tomor-
rowhewill in nowaybe found, because he
has returned to dust, and his thought has
perished.

64You, my children, be strong, and show
yourselvesmen on behalf of the law; for in
it you will obtain glory.

65 Behold, Simon your brother, whom I
know to be amanof counsel. Always listen
to him. He shall be a father to you.

66 Judas Maccabaeus has been strong
and mighty from his youth. He shall be
your captain and shall fight† the battle of
the people.

67 Rally around all the doers of the law,
andavenge thewrongdone toyourpeople.

68Repay the Gentiles, and obey the com-
mandments of the law.”

69He blessed them, and was gathered to
his ancestors.

70Hedied in‡ theonehundred forty sixth
year, and his sons buried him in the tombs

of his ancestors at Modin. All Israel made
great lamentation for him.

3
1 His son Judas, who was called Mac-

cabaeus, rose up in his place.
2All his kindred helped him, and so did

all those who joined with his father, and
they fought with gladness the battle of Is-
rael.

3 He got his people great glory, and put
on a breastplate like a giant, and bound
his warlike harness around him, and set
battles in array, protecting the army with
his sword.

4Hewas like a lion in his deeds, and like
a lion’s cub roaring for prey.

5 He hunted and pursued the lawless,
and he burned up those who troubled his
people.

6 The lawless shrunk back for fear of
him, and all the workers of lawlessness
were very troubled, and deliverance pros-
pered in his hand.

7 He angered many kings and made Ja-
cob glad with his acts. His memory is
blessed forever.

8 He went through the cities of Judah,
destroyed theungodly†out of the land, and
turned awaywrath from Israel.

9Hewas renowned to the utmost part of
the earth. He gathered together those who
were ready to perish.

10 Apollonius gathered the Gentiles to-
gether with a great army from Samaria to
fight against Israel.

11 Judas learned of it, and he went out
to meet him, struck him, and killed him.
Many fell wounded to death, and the rest
fled.

12 They took their spoils, and Judas took
Apollonius’ sword, andhe foughtwith it all
his days.

13 Seron, the commander of the army
of Syria, heard that Judas had gathered a
large company, including a body of faith-
ful men who stayed with him, went out to
war.

14 He said, “I will make myself a name
and get myself glory in the kingdom. I will

† 2:66 Some ancient authorities read you shall fight. ‡ 2:70 circa B.C. 167. † 3:8 Gr. out of it.
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fight against Judas and thosewho arewith
him, who despise the king’s command.

15Amighty army of the ungodlywent up
withhim tohelphim, to take vengeance on
the children of Israel.

16 He came near to the ascent of Beth-
horon, and Judas went out to meet him
with a small company.

17 But when they saw the army coming
to meet them, they said to Judas, “What?
Shall we be able, being a small company,
to fight against so great and strong a mul-
titude? We for our part are faint, having
tasted no food this day.”

18 Judas said, “It is aneasy thing formany
to be hemmed in by the hands of a few.
With‡ heaven it is all one, to save by many
or by few;

19 for victory in battle stands not in the
multitude of an army, but strength is from
heaven.

20 They come to us in fullness of inso-
lence and lawlessness, to destroy us and
ourwivesandourchildren, and toplunder
us,

21butwefight for our lives and our laws.
22He himself will crush them before our

face; but as for you, don’t beafraidof them.
23 Now when he had finished speaking,

he rushed suddenly against Seron and his
army, and they were defeated before him.

24 They pursued them down the descent
of Bethhoron to the plain, and about eight
hundredmen of them fell; but the rest fled
into the land of the Philistines.

25The fear of Judas and his kindred, and
the dread of them, began to fall on the
nations around them.

26His fame reached the king, and every
nation told of the battles of Judas.

27But when King Antiochus heard these
words, he was full of indignation; and he
sent and gathered together all the forces of
his realm, an exceedingly strong army.

28 He opened his treasury and gave his
forces pay for a year, and commanded
them to be ready for every need.

29He saw that themoneywas gone from
his treasures, and that the tributes of the

country were small, because of the dissen-
sion and disaster which he had brought
upon the land, to theend thathemight take
away the laws which had been from the
first days.

30 He was afraid that he wouldn’t have
enough as at other times for the charges
and the gifts which he used to give with
a liberal hand, more abundantly than the
kings whowere before him.

31And he was exceedingly perplexed in
his mind, and he determined to go into
Persia, and to take the tributes of those
countries, and to gather muchmoney.

32He left Lysias, an honorable man, and
one of royal lineage, to be over the affairs
of the king from the river Euphrates to the
borders of Egypt,

33 and to bring up his son Antiochus,
until he came again.

34Hedelivered toLysiashalf ofhis forces
and the elephants, and gave him charge of
all the things that hewouldhavedone, and
concerning thosewho lived in Judeaand in
Jerusalem,

35 that he should send an army against
them to root out and destroy the strength
of Israel and the remnant of Jerusalem,
and to take away their memory from the
place,

36 and that he should make foreigners
live in all their territory, and should divide
their land to them by lot.

37Theking took thehalf that remainedof
the forces, and left Antioch, his royal city,
in the one hundred forty seventh year;§
and he passed over the river Euphrates,
and went through the upper countries.

38 Lysias chose Ptolemy the son of Do-
rymenes, Nicanor, and Gorgias, mighty
men of the king’s friends;†

39andwith them, he sent forty thousand
infantry and seven thousand cavalry to go
into the land of Judah and to destroy it,
according to the word of the king.

40 They set out with all their army, and
came and encamped near Emmaus in the
plain country.

‡ 3:18 Some ancient authorities read the God of heaven. § 3:37 circa B.C. 166. † 3:38 See 1 Maccabees 2:18.
‡ 3:41Most of the authorities read servants.
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41 The merchants of the country heard
of their fame, and took silver and gold in
large quantities, and fetters,‡ and came
into the camp to take the children of Israel
for slaves. Forces of Syria and of the land
of the Philistines§ joined with them.

42 Judas and his kindred saw that evils
were multiplied, and that the forces were
encamping in their borders. They learned
about the king’s words which he had com-
manded, to destroy the people and make
an end of them.

43 Then they each said to his neighbor,
“Let’s repair the ruins of our people. Let’s
fight for our people and the holy place.”

44 The congregation was gathered to-
gether, that they might be ready for battle,
and that theymightprayandask formercy
and compassion.

45 Jerusalemwaswithout inhabitant like
a wilderness. There was none of her off-
spring who went in or went out. The
sanctuary was trampled down. Children
of foreigners were in the citadel. The Gen-
tiles lived there. Joy was taken away from
Jacob, and the pipe and the harp ceased.

46 They gathered themselves together,
andcame toMizpeh, near Jerusalem; for in
Mizpeh there used to be a place of prayer
for Israel.

47They fasted that day, put on sackcloth,
put ashes on their heads, tore their clothes,

48 and opened the book of the law, to
learn about the things for which the Gen-
tiles consulted the images of their idols.

49 They brought the priests’ garments,
the first fruits, and the tithes. They stirred
up the Nazarites, who had accomplished
their days.

50 They cried aloud toward heaven, say-
ing, “What should we do with these men?
Where should we carry them away?

51Your holy place is trampled down and
profaned. Your priests mourn in humilia-
tion.

52Behold, the Gentiles are assembled to-
gether against us to destroy us. You know
what things they imagine against us.

53How will we be able to stand against
them, unless you help us?”

54 They sounded with the trumpets, and
gave a loud shout.

55And after this Judas appointed leaders
of the people: captains of thousands, cap-
tains of hundreds, captains of fifties, and
captains of tens.

56 He said to those who were build-
ing houses, were betrothing wives, were
planting vineyards, and were fearful, that
they should return, each man to his own
house, according to the law.

57The armymarched out and encamped
upon the south side of Emmaus.

58 Judas said, “Arm yourselves and be
valiant men! Be ready in the morning to
fight with these Gentiles who are assem-
bled together against us to destroy us and
our holy place.

59 For it is better for us to die in battle
than to see the calamities of ournationand
the holy place.

60 Nevertheless, as may be the will in
heaven, so shall he do.

4
1 Gorgias took five thousand infantry, a

thousand chosen cavalry, and the army
moved out at night,

2 that it might fall upon the army of the
Jews and strike them suddenly. The men
of the citadel were his guides.

3 Judas heard of this, and he and the
valiant men moved, that he might strike
the king’s armywhich was at Emmaus

4 while the forces were still dispersed
from the camp.

5Gorgias came into the camp of Judas at
night and found no man. He sought them
in the mountains; for he said, “These men
are running away from us.”

6 As soon as it was day, Judas appeared
in the plain with three thousand men.
However they didn’t have the armor and
swords they desired.

7 They saw the camp of the Gentiles
strong and fortified, with cavalry all
around it; and these were expert in war.

8 Judas said to the men who were with
him, “Don’t be afraid of their numbers, or
when they charge.

§ 3:41 Gr. foreigners.
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9Rememberhowour fatherswere saved
in the Red sea, when Pharaoh pursued
themwith an army.

10Now let’s cry to heaven, if hewill have
us, andwill remember the covenant of our
fathers, and destroy this army before our
face today.

11 Then all the Gentiles will know that
there is onewho redeems and saves Israel.

12The foreigners liftedup their eyes, and
saw them coming near them.

13 They went out of the camp to battle.
Those who were with Judas sounded their
trumpets

14 and joined battle. The Gentiles were
defeated, and fled into the plain.

15 But all those in the rear fell by the
sword. They pursued them to† Gazara,
and to the plains of Idumaea, Azotus, and
Jamnia. About three thousand of those
men fell.

16 Then Judas and his army returned
from pursuing them;

17 and he said to the people, “Don’t be
greedy for the spoils, because there is a
battle before us.

18 Gorgias and his army are near us on
the mountain. But stand now against our
enemies and fight against them, and after-
wards take the spoils with boldness.”

19While Judas was finishing this speech,
a part of them appeared looking out from
themountain.

20They saw that their armyhadbeenput
to flight, and that the Jews were burning
the camp; for the smoke that was seen
declared what was done.

21But when they perceived these things,
they were very afraid. Perceiving also the
army of Judas in the plain ready for battle,

22 they all fled into the land of the‡
Philistines.

23 Judas returned to plunder the camp,
and they took much gold, silver, blue, sea
purple, and great riches.

24 Then they returned home, and sang a
song of thanksgiving, and gave praise to
heaven, because he is good, because his
mercy endures forever.

25 Israel hada great deliverance that day.

26The foreignerswho had escaped came
and told Lysias all the things that had hap-
pened.

27 When he heard of it, he was con-
founded and discouraged, because the
things he desired had not been done to
Israel, nor had such things happened as
the king commanded him.

28 In the next year, he gathered together
sixty thousand chosen infantry and five
thousand cavalry, that he might subdue
them.

29 They came into Idumaea and en-
camped at Bethsura. Judas met them with
ten thousandmen.

30He saw that the army was strong, and
he prayed and said, “Blessed are you, O
Savior of Israel, who defeated the attack
of the mighty warrior by the hand of your
servant David, and delivered the army of
the§ Philistines into the hands of Jonathan
the son of Saul, and of his armor bearer.

31Hem in this army in the hand of your
people Israel, and let thembe ashamed for
their army and their cavalry.

32 Give them faintness of heart. Cause
theboldness of their strength tomelt away,
and let them quake at their destruction.

33 Strike them down with the sword of
those who love you, and let all who know
your name praise you with thanksgiving.”

34 They joined in battle; and about five
thousand men of Lysias’ army fell. They
fell down near them.

35 But when Lysias saw that his troops
were put to flight, and the boldness that
had come upon those who were with Ju-
das, andhow theywere readyeither to live
or to die nobly, he withdrew to Antioch,
and gathered together hired soldiers, that
he might come again into Judea with an
even greater army.

36 But Judas and his kindred said, “Be-
hold, our enemies are defeated. Let’s go up
to cleanse the holy place and to rededicate
it.”

37 All the army was gathered together,
and they went up tomount Zion.

38 They saw the sanctuary laid desolate,
the altar profaned, the gates burned up,

† 4:15 Gr. Gazera. ‡ 4:22 Gr. foreigners. § 4:30 Gr. foreigners.



1Maccabees 4:39 1097 1Maccabees 5:3

shrubs growing in the courts as in a forest
or as on one of the mountains, and the
priests’ chambers pulled down;

39and they tore their clothes,made great
lamentation, put ashes upon their heads,

40 fell on their faces to the ground, †

blewwith the solemn trumpets,‡ and cried
toward heaven.

41 Then Judas appointed certain men to
fight against those whowere in the citadel
until he had cleansed the holy place.

42He chose blameless priests who were
devoted to the law;

43 and they cleansed the holy place and
carried thedefiled stonesout toanunclean
place.

44 They deliberated what to do with the
altar of burnt offerings, which had been
profaned.

45A good plan came into theirmind, that
they should pull it down, lest it would be
a reproach to them, because the Gentiles
had defiled it. So they pulled down the
altar

46 and laid up the stones on the temple
hill in a convenient place, until a prophet
would come to give an answer concerning
them.

47 They took whole stones according to
the law, and built a new altar like the
former.

48Theybuilt the holy place and the inner
parts of the house; and they consecrated
the courts.

49Theymade new holy vessels, and they
brought the lampstand, the altar of in-
cense, and the table into the temple.

50They burned incense on the altar, and
they lit the lamps thatwereupon the lamp-
stand, and they gave light in the temple.

51 They set loaves upon the table, hung
up the curtains, and finished all the work
which they had done.

52They rose up early in the morning, on
the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month,
which is the month Chislev, in§ the one
hundred forty eighth year,

53 and offered sacrifice according to the
law on the new altar of burnt offerings

which they hadmade.
54 At the time and day the Gentiles had

profaned it, even then it was dedicated
with songs, harps, lutes, andwith cymbals.

55All the people fell on their faces, wor-
shiped, and gave praise toward heaven,
which had given them good success.

56 They celebrated the dedication of the
altar eight days, and offered burnt offer-
ings with gladness, and sacrificed a sacri-
fice of deliverance and praise.

57 They decorated the front of the tem-
ple with crowns of gold and small shields.
They dedicated the gates and the priests’
chambers, andmade doors for them.

58There was exceedingly great gladness
among the people, and the reproach of the
Gentiles was turned away.

59 Judas and his kindred and the whole
congregation of Israel ordained that the
days of the dedication of the altar should
be kept in their seasons from year to year
for eight days, from the twenty-fifth day of
themonth Chislev, with gladness and joy.

60At that time, they fortifiedmount Zion
with high walls and strong towers around
it, lest perhaps the Gentiles might come
and trample them down, as they had done
before.

61 Judas stationed a garrison to guard
it. They fortified Bethsura to keep it, that
the people might have a stronghold near
Idumaea.

5
1 It came to pass, when the Gentiles all

around heard that the altar had been re-
built and the sanctuary dedicated as be-
fore, they were exceedingly angry.

2They took counsel to destroy the race of
Jacob that was in the midst of them, and
they began to kill and destroy among the
people.

3 Judas fought against the children of
Esau in Idumaea at Akrabattine, because
they besieged Israel. He struck them with
a great slaughter, humbled them, and took
their spoils.

† 4:40 Compare Numbers 31:6. ‡ 4:40 Gr. trumpets of signals. § 4:52 circa B.C. 165. † 5:4 Compare 2
Maccabees 10:18-23.
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4He remembered the wickedness of the
childrenof†Baean,whowerea snareanda
stumblingblock to thepeople, lying inwait
for them on the highways.

5Theywere shutupbyhimin the towers.
He encamped against them, and destroyed
themutterly, andburnedwithfire the tow-
ers of the place with all whowere in them.

6He passed over to the children of Am-
mon, and found a mighty band and many
people, with Timotheus for their leader.

7He foughtmany battles with them, and
they were defeated before his face. He
struck them,

8 and took possession of Jazer and its
villages,‡ and returned again into Judea.

9 The Gentiles who were in Gilead gath-
ered themselves together against the Is-
raelites who were on their borders, to de-
stroy them. They fled to the stronghold of
Dathema,

10 and sent letters to Judas and his
kindred, saying, “The Gentiles who are
aroundusaregathered togetheragainstus
to destroy us.

11 They are preparing to come and get
possessionof the strongholdwherewefled
for refuge, and Timotheus is the leader of
their army.

12 Now therefore come and deliver us
from their hand, for many of us have
fallen.

13All our kindred who were in the land
of §Tubias have been put to death. They
have carried their wives, their children,
and their stuff into captivity. They de-
stroyed about a thousandmen there.”

14 While the letters were still being
read, behold, othermessengers came from
Galilee with their clothes torn, bringing a
similar report,

15 saying, “People of Ptolemais, of Tyre,
of Sidon, and all Galilee of the† Gentiles
have gathered together to destroy us.”

16Nowwhen Judas and the people heard
these words, a great congregation as-
sembled together to determine what they
should do for their kindred who were in
distress and under attack.

17 Judas said to Simon his brother,
“Choose men and go deliver your kindred
who are in Galilee, but Jonathan my
brother and I will go into the land of
Gilead.”

18 He left Joseph the son of Zacharias,
and Azarias, as leaders of the people, with
the remnant of the army, in Judea, to guard
it.

19 He commanded them, saying, “Take
charge of this people, and fight no battle
with the Gentiles until we return.”

20 Then three thousand men were as-
signed to go into Galilee with Simon, but
eight thousand men were assigned to Ju-
das to go into the land of Gilead.

21 Simon went into Galilee and fought
many battles with the Gentiles, and the
Gentiles were defeated before him.

22He pursued them to the gate of Ptole-
mais. About three thousand men of the
Gentiles fell, and he took their spoils.

23 They took to them those who were in
Galilee and in Arbatta, with their wives,
their children, and all that they had, and
brought them into Judea with great glad-
ness.

24 Judas Maccabaeus and his brother
Jonathanpassedover the Jordan, andwent
three days’ journey in the wilderness.

25 They met with the Nabathaeans, and
these met them in a peaceful manner and
told them all things that had happened to
their kindred in the land of Gilead,

26 and how many of them were shut up
in Bosora, Bosor, Alema,‡ Casphor, Maked,
and§ Carnaim—all these cities are strong
and large—

27 and how they were shut up in the rest
of the cities of the land of Gilead, and that
tomorrow theyplanned to encampagainst
the strongholds, and to take them, and to
destroy all these men in one day.

28 Judas and his army turned suddenly
by thewayof thewilderness toBosora; and
he took the city, and killed all the males
with the edge of the sword, took all their
spoils, and burned the city with fire.

‡ 5:8 Gr. daughters. Compare Numbers 21:25. § 5:13 Compare 2 Maccabees 12:17. † 5:15 Gr. foreigners.
‡ 5:26 Compare 2Maccabees 12:13. § 5:26 compare 2Maccabees 12:21.
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29He left there at night, and went until
he came to the stronghold.

30 When the morning came, they lifted
up their eyes and saw many people who
couldn’t be counted, bearing ladders and
engines of war, to take the stronghold; and
they were fighting against them.

31 Judas saw that the battle had begun,
and that the cry of the city went up to
heaven, with trumpets and a great sound,

32 and he said to the men of his army,
“Fight today for your kindred!”

33Thenhewentoutbehind themin three
companies. Theysoundedwith their trum-
pets and cried out in prayer.

34And the army of Timotheus perceived
that itwasMaccabaeus, and theyfled from
before him. He struck them with a great
slaughter. About eight thousand men of
them fell on that day.

35He turned away to Mizpeh and fought
against it, took it, killed all its males, took
its spoils, and burned it with fire.

36From there hemarched and took† Cas-
phor, Maked, Bosor, and the other cities of
the land of Gilead.

37 Now after these things, Timotheus
gathered another army and encamped
near Raphon beyond the brook.

38 Judas sentmen to spyon thearmy; and
they brought him word, saying, “All the
Gentiles who are around us are gathered
together to them, an exceedingly great
army.

39 They have hired Arabians to help
them, and are encamped beyond the
brook, ready to come against you to
battle.” So Judas went to meet them.

40 Timotheus said to the captains of his
army when Judas and his army drew near
to the brook of water, “If he crosses over to
us first, wewon’t be able towithstand him,
for he will certainly defeat us;

41 but if he is afraid, and encamps be-
yond the river, we will cross over to him,
and defeat him.”

42 Now when Judas came near to the
water brook, he caused the scribes of the

people to remain by the brook, and com-
manded them, saying, “Allow no man to
encamp, but let all come to the battle.”

43 Then he crossed over the first against
them, and all the people after him; and all
the Gentiles were defeated before his face,
and threwaway theirweapons, andfled to
the temple at ‡Carnaim.

44They took the city andburned the tem-
plewith fire, togetherwith all whowere in
it. Carnaim was subdued. They couldn’t
stand any longer before the face of Judas.

45 Judas gathered together all Israel,
thosewhowere in the land of Gilead, from
the least to the greatest, with their wives,
their children, and their stuff, an exceed-
ingly great army, that they might come
into the land of Judah.

46 They came as far as Ephron, and this
same city was large and very strong. It
was on the road where they were going.
They couldn’t turn away from it on the
righthandoron the left, butneeded topass
through themiddle of it.

47 The people of the city shut them out
and blocked the gates with stones.

48 Judas sent to them with words of
peace, saying, “We will pass through your
land to go into our own land, and no one
will harm you. Wewill only pass by on our
feet.” But they wouldn’t open to him.

49Then Judas commandedproclamation
to be made in the army, that each man
should encamp in the place where he was.

50So themenof thearmyencamped, and
fought against the city all that day and all
that night, and the city was delivered into
his hands.

51 He destroyed all the males with the
edge of the sword, razed the city, took its
plunder, and passed through the city over
those whowere slain.

52 They went over the Jordan into the
great plain near Bethshan.

53 And Judas gathered together those
who lagged behind and encouraged the
people all the way through, until he came
into the land of Judah.

54 They went up to mount Zion with
† 5:36 See 1Maccabees 5:26 ‡ 5:43 See 1Maccabees 5:26.
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gladness and joy, and offered whole burnt
offerings, because not so much as one
of them was slain until they returned in
peace.

55 In the days when Judas and Jonathan
were in the land of Gilead, and Simon his
brother in Galilee before Ptolemais,

56 Joseph the son of Zacharias, and
Azarias, rulers of the army, heard of their
exploits and of the war, and what things
they had done.

57 They said, “Let’s also get us a name,
and let’s go fight against the Gentiles who
are around us.”

58 So they gave orders to the men of
the army that was with them, and went
toward Jamnia.

59 Gorgias and his men came out of the
city to meet them in battle.

60 Joseph and Azarias were put to flight,
and were pursued to the borders of Judea.
About two thousand men of Israel fell on
that day.

61 There was a great overthrow among
the people, because they didn’t listen to
Judas and his kindred, thinking to do some
exploit.

62But theywerenotof the familyof those
menbywhosehanddeliverancewas given
to Israel.

63 The man Judas and his kindred were
glorified exceedingly in the sight of all Is-
rael, and of all theGentiles, wherever their
namewas heard of.

64 Men gathered together to them, ac-
claiming them.

65 Judas and his kindred went out and
fought against the children of Esau in the
land toward the south. He struck He-
bron and its villages,§ pulled down its
strongholds, and burned its towers all
around.

66Hemarched to go into the land of the†
Philistines, andhewent through‡ Samaria.

67 In that day certain priests, desiring
to do exploits there, were slain in battle,
when they went out to battle unadvisedly.

68But Judas turned towardAzotus, to the
land of the§ Philistines, pulled down their

altars, burned the carved images of their
gods with fire, took the plunder of their
cities, and returned into the land of Judah.

6
1 King Antiochus was traveling through

the upper countries; and he heard that
in Elymais in Persia there was a city
renowned for riches, for silver and gold,

2and that the templewhichwas in itwas
exceedingly rich, and that in itweregolden
shields, breastplates, and weapons which
Alexander, son of Philip, the Macedonian
king, who reigned first among the Greeks,
left behind there.

3Sohecameand tried to take thecityand
to pillage it; and he was not able, because
his plan was known to them of the city,

4 and they rose up against him in battle.
Hefledand returned toBabylonwith great
disappointment.

5 Then someone came into Persia bring-
ing him news that the armies which went
against the land of Judah had been put to
flight,

6and that Lysias went first with a strong
army and was put to shame before them,
and that they had grown strong because of
weapons, power, and a supply of plunder
which they took from the armies that they
had cut off,

7 and that they had pulled down the
abomination which he had built upon the
altar that was in Jerusalem, and that they
had surrounded the sanctuary with high
walls, as before, andalsoBethsura, his city.

8 It came to pass, when the king heard
these words, he was astonished and
moved exceedingly. He laid himself down
on his bed, and fell sick for grief, because
it had not turned out for him as he had
planned.

9Hewas theremany days, because great
grief continually gripped him, and he real-
ized that he would die.

10He called for all his† friends, and said
to them, “Sleep departs frommy eyes, and
my heart fails because of worry.

§ 5:65 Gr. daughters. Compare Numbers 21:25. † 5:66 Gr. foreigners. ‡ 5:66 Or, Marisa See Josephus,
Antiquities 12:8. 6, and 2Maccabees 12:35. § 5:68 Gr. foreigners. † 6:10 See 1Maccabees 2:18.
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11 I said in my heart, ‘To what suffering I
have come! How great a flood it is that I’m
in,now! For Iwasgraciousand loved inmy
power.’

12 But now I remember the evils which
I did at Jerusalem, and that I took all the
vessels of silver and gold that were in it,
and sent out to destroy the inhabitants of
Judah without a cause.

13 I perceive that it is because of this that
these evils have come upon me. Behold,
I am perishing through great grief in a
strange land.”

14 Then he called for Philip, one of his‡
friends, and set him over all his kingdom.

15He gave him his crown, his robe, and
his signet ring, so that he could guide Anti-
ochus his son, and nourish him up that he
might be king.

16Then King Antiochus died there in the
one hundred forty-ninth year.§

17WhenLysias learned that the kingwas
dead, he set up Antiochus his son to reign,
whom he had nourished up being young,
and he called his name Eupator.

18 Those who were in the citadel kept
hemming Israel in around the sanctuary,
and always sought to harm them and to
strengthen the Gentiles.

19 Judas planned to destroy them, and
called all the people together to besiege
them.

20 They were gathered together, and be-
sieged them in† the one hundred fiftieth
year, and he made mounds to shoot from,
and engines of war.

21 Some of those who were hemmed in
came out, and some of the ungodly men of
Israel were joined to them.

22They went to the king, and said, “How
long will you not execute judgment, and
avenge our kindred?

23We were willing to serve your father
and to live by his words, and to follow his
commandments.

24 Because of this, the children of our
people besieged the citadel‡ and were
alienated from us; but as many of us as

they could catch, they killed, and plun-
dered our inheritances.

25 Not against us only did they stretch
out their hand, but also against all their
borders.

26 Behold, they are encamped this day
against the citadel at Jerusalem to take
it. They have fortified the sanctuary and
Bethsura.

27 If youdon’t quicklyprevent them, they
will do greater things than these, and you
won’t be able to control them.

28When the king heard this, he was an-
gry, and gathered together all his§ friends,
the rulers of his army, and thosewhowere
over the cavalry.

29 Bands of hired soldiers came to him
from other kingdoms and from islands of
the sea.

30Thenumberof his forceswas onehun-
dred thousand infantry, and twenty thou-
sand cavalry, and thirty-two elephants
trained for war.

31 They went through Idumaea, and
encamped against Bethsura, and fought
against it many days, andmade engines of
war. The Jews came out and burned them
with fire, and fought valiantly.

32 Judas marched away from the citadel
and encamped at Bethzacharias, near the
king’s camp.

33 The king rose early in the morning,
andmarched his army† at full speed along
the road toBethzacharias. His forcesmade
themselves ready to battle and sounded
their trumpets.

34 They offered the elephants the juice
of grapes and mulberries, that they might
prepare them for the battle.

35 They distributed the animals among
the phalanxes. They set by each elephant
a thousand men armed with coats of mail
and helmets of brass on their heads. Five
hundred chosen cavalry were appointed
for each elephant.

36 These were ready beforehand, wher-
ever the elephant was. Wherever the ele-
phant went, they went with it. They didn’t
leave it.

‡ 6:14 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. § 6:16 Circa B.C. 164. † 6:20 circa B.C. 163. ‡ 6:24 Gr. it. § 6:28 See 1
Maccabees 2:18. † 6:33Or, itself eager for the fight
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37 Strong, covered wooden towers were
upon them, one upon each elephant, fas-
tened upon itwith secure harnesses. Upon
each were four valiant men who fought
upon them, beside his Indian driver.

38 The rest of the cavalry he set on this
side and that side on the two flanks of the
army, striking terror into the enemy, and
protected by the phalanxes.

39 Now when the sun shone upon the
shields of gold and brass, themountains lit
up, and blazed like flaming torches.

40 A part of the king’s army was spread
upon the high hills and some on the low
ground, and they went on firmly and in
order.

41 All who heard the noise of their mul-
titude, the marching of the multitude,
and the rattling of the weapons trembled;
for the army was exceedingly great and
strong.

42 Judas and his army drew near for bat-
tle, andsixhundredmenof theking’sarmy
fell.

43 Eleazar, who was called Avaran, saw
one of the animals armed with royal
breastplates, and it was taller than all the
animals, and the king seemed to be on it.

44He gave his life to deliver his people,
and to get himself an everlasting name.

45 He ran upon him courageously into
the midst of the phalanx, and killed on the
right hand and on the left, and they parted
away from him on this side and on that.

46 He crept under the elephant, and
stabbed it from beneath, and killed it. The
elephant fell to the earth upon him, and he
died there.

47They saw the strength of the kingdom
and the fierce attack of the army, and
turned away from them.

48 But the soldiers of the king’s army
went up to Jerusalem to meet them, and
the king encamped toward Judea and to-
wardmount Zion.

49 He made peace with the people of
Bethsura. He came out of the city because
they had no food there to endure the siege,
because it was a Sabbath to the land.

50Theking tookBethsura, andappointed
a garrison there to keep it.

51 He encamped against the sanctuary
many days; and set there mounds to shoot
from, and engines of war, and machines
for throwing fire and stones, andweapons
to throw darts, and slings.

52 The Jews also made engines of war
against their engines, and fought formany
days.

53But therewasno food in the sanctuary,
because it was the seventh year, and those
who fled for safety into Judea from among
the Gentiles had eaten up the rest of the
stores.

54 There were only a few people left in
the sanctuary, because the famine pre-
vailed against them, and they were scat-
tered, eachman to his own place.

55 Lysias heard that Philip, whom An-
tiochus the king, while he was yet alive,
appointed to raise his son Antiochus to be
king,

56 had returned from Persia and Media,
and with him the forces that went with
the king, and that he was seeking to take
control of the government.

57Hemade haste, and gave orders to de-
part. He said to the king and the leaders of
the army and to the men, “We get weaker
daily, our food is scant, the place where
we encamp is strong, and the affairs of the
kingdom lie upon us.

58 Now therefore let’s negotiate with
thesemen, andmake peacewith themand
with all their nation,

59 and covenant with them, that they
may walk after their own laws, as before;
for because of their laws which we abol-
ished they were angered, and did all these
things.”

60 The speech pleased the king and the
princes, and he sent to them to make
peace; and they accepted it.

61 The king and the princes swore to
them. On these conditions, they came out
from the stronghold.

62 Then the king entered into mount
Zion. He saw the strength of the place,
and broke the oath which he had sworn,
and gave orders to pull down the wall all
around.
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63 Then he left in haste and returned to
Antioch, and found Philip master of the
city. He fought against him, and took the
city by force.

7
1 In the one hundred fifty first year,†

Demetrius the son of Seleucus came out of
Rome, andwentupwitha fewmen toa city
by the sea, and reigned there.

2 It came to pass, when he would go into
the house of the kingdom of his fathers,
that the army laid hands onAntiochus and
Lysias, to bring them to him.

3 The thing became known to him, and
he said, “Don’t showme their faces!”

4 So the army killed them. Then
Demetrius sat upon the throne of his
kingdom.

5 All the lawless and ungodly men of
Israel came to him. Alcimus was their
leader, desiring to be high priest.

6 They accused the people to the king,
saying, “Judas and his kindred have de-
stroyed all your friends, and have scat-
tered us from our own land.

7Now therefore send a man whom you
trust, and lethimgoandseeall thedestruc-
tion which he has brought on us and the
king’s country, and how he has punished
them and all who helped them.”

8 So the king chose Bacchides, one of
the king’s‡ friends, who was ruler in the
country beyond the river, and was a great
man in the kingdom, and faithful to the
king.

9He sent him and that ungodly Alcimus,
whom he made the high priest; and he
commanded him to take vengeance upon
the children of Israel.

10 They marched away and came with a
great army into the land of Judah. He sent
messengers to Judas and his kindred with
words of peace deceitfully.

11They paid no attention to their words;
for they saw that they had come with a
great army.

12Agroupof scribes gathered together to
Alcimus and Bacchides to seek just terms.

13The§Hasidaeanswere the first among
the children of Israel who sought peace
from them,

14 for they said, “One who is a priest of
the seed of Aaron has comewith the army,
and he will do us no wrong.”

15 He spoke with them words of peace,
and swore to them, saying, “Wewon’t seek
to harm you or your friends.”

16They trustedhim. Thenhe seized sixty
men of them, and killed them in one day,
according to the word which was written,
17 † The flesh of your saints

and their blood was shed all around
Jerusalem,

and there was no one to bury them.
18 The fear and the dread of them fell

upon all the people, for they said, “There is
neither truth nor justice in them; for they
have broken the covenant and the oath
which they swore.”

19 Bacchides withdrew from Jerusalem,
and encamped in Bezeth. He sent and
seized many of the deserters who were
with him, and some of the people, and he
killed them, throwing them into a largepit.

20 He placed Alcimus in charge of the
country and left with him a force to aid
him. Then Bacchides went away to the
king.

21Alcimus struggled tomaintainhishigh
priesthood.

22 All those who troubled their people
joined him, and they took control of the
land of Judah, and did great damage in
Israel.

23 Judas saw all the wrongs that Alcimus
andhis companyhaddone among the chil-
drenof Israel, evenmore than theGentiles.

24 He went out into all the borders of
Judea and took vengeance on themenwho
had deserted from him, and they were
restrained fromgoing out into the country.

25But when Alcimus saw that Judas and
his company had grown strong, and knew
that he was not able to withstand them,
he returned to the king, and brought evil
accusations against them.

† 7:1 circa B.C. 162. ‡ 7:8 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. § 7:13 That is, Chasidim. † 7:17 Psalms 79:2, 3. ‡ 7:26
See 2Maccabees 14:12.
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26 ‡Then the king sent Nicanor, one of his
honorable princes, amanwhohated Israel
and was their enemy, and commanded
him to destroy the people.

27 Nicanor came to Jerusalem with a
great army. He sent to Judas and his
kindred deceitfully with words of peace,
saying,

28 “Let there be no battle between me
and you; I will comewith a fewmen, that I
may see your faces in peace.”

29 He came to Judas, and they saluted
one another peaceably. The enemies were
ready to seize Judas by violence.

30Thiswas known to Judas, that he came
to himwith deceit, and he was very afraid
of him, and would see his face nomore.

31 Nicanor found out that his plan was
disclosed; and he went out to meet Judas
in battle beside Capharsalama.

32 About five hundred men of Nicanor’s
army fell, and the rest fled into the city of
David.

33After these things, Nicanor went up to
mount Zion. Some of the priests came out
of the sanctuary, with some of the elders of
the people, to salute him peaceably, and to
show him the whole burned sacrifice that
was being offered for the king.

34Hemocked them, laughed at them, de-
rided them shamefully,§ spoke arrogantly,

35 and swore in a rage, saying, “Unless
Judas and his army are now delivered into
my hands, it shall be that, if I return safely,
Iwill burnup this house!” Andhewent out
in a great rage.

36 The priests entered in, and stood be-
fore the altar and the temple; and they
wept, and said,

37 “You chose this house to be called by
your name, to be a house of prayer and
supplication for your people.

38 Take vengeance on this man and his
army, and let them fall by the sword. Re-
member their blasphemies, and don’t al-
low them to live any longer.”

39 Then Nicanor went out from
Jerusalem and encamped in Bethhoron,
and there the Syrian armymet him.

40 Judas encamped in Adasa with three
thousandmen. Judas prayed and said,

41 “When those who came from the king
blasphemed, your angel went out, and
struck among them one hundred eighty-
five thousand.

42 Even so, crush this army before us
today, and let all the rest know that he has
spoken wickedly against your sanctuary.
Judge him according to his wickedness.”

43 On the thirteenth day of the month
Adar, the armies met in battle. Nicanor’s
armywasdefeated, andhehimselfwas the
first to fall in the battle.

44Nowwhen his army saw that Nicanor
had fallen, they threwaway theirweapons
and fled.

45 They pursued them a day’s journey
fromAdasa until you come to†Gazara, and
they soundedanalarmafter themwith the
signal trumpets.

46Men came out of all the surrounding
villages of Judea, and outflanked them.
These turned thembackon those, and they
all fell by the sword. There wasn’t one of
them left.

47The Jews took the spoils and the booty,
and they cut off Nicanor’s head and his
right hand, which he had stretched out so
arrogantly, and brought them, and hung
them up beside Jerusalem.

48Thepeoplewereexceedinglyglad, and
they kept that day as a day of great glad-
ness.

49 ‡They ordained to keep this day year
by year on the thirteenth day of Adar.

50 So the land of Judah had rest a few
days.

8
1 Judas heard of the fame of the Romans,

that they are valiant men, and have plea-
sure in all who join themselves to them,
and make friends with all who come to
them,

2 and that they are valiant men. They
told him of their wars and exploits which
they do among the Gauls, and how they
conquered them, and forced them to pay
tribute;

§ 7:34 Gr. polluted them. † 7:45 Gr. Gazera. ‡ 7:49 See 2Maccabees 15:36.
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3 and what things they did in the land of
Spain, that they might take control of the
silver and goldmines which were there;

4 and how by their policy and persis-
tence they conquered all the place (and the
placewas exceedingly far from them), and
the kingswho came against them from the
uttermost part of the earth, until they had
defeated them, and struck them severely;
and how the rest give them tribute year by
year.

5 Philip, and Perseus, king of Chittim,
and thosewho liftedup themselvesagainst
them, they defeated in battle, and con-
quered them.

6 Antiochus also, the great king of Asia,
came against them to battle, having one
hundred twenty elephants, with cavalry,
chariots, and an exceedingly great army,
and he was defeated by them.

7 They took him alive, and decreed that
both he and those who reigned after him
should give them a great tribute, and
should give hostages, and a parcel of land
from the best of their provinces:

8 the countries of India, Media, and Ly-
dia. They took them from him, and gave
them to King Eumenes.

9 Judas heard how theGreeks planned to
come and destroy them,

10 but this became known to them, and
they sent against them a general who
fought against them, andmanyof themfell
down wounded to death, and they made
captive their wives and their children,
and plundered them, and conquered their
land, and pulled down their strongholds,
and plundered them, and brought them
into bondage to this day.

11The remaining kingdoms and islands,
as many as rose up against them at any
time, they destroyed and made them to be
their servants;

12 but with their friends and those who
relied on them they stayed friends. They
conquered the kingdoms that were near
and those that were far off, and all that
heard of their famewere afraid of them.

13 Moreover, whoever they desired to
help and to make kings, these they make
kings; and whoever they desired, they de-

pose. They are exalted exceedingly.
14For all this, none of them ever put on a

crown, neither did they clothe themselves
with purple, as a display of grandeur.

15 Judas heard how they had made for
themselves a senate house, anddaybyday,
three hundred twenty men sat in council,
consulting always for the people, to the
end theymight be well governed,

16 and how they commit their govern-
ment to one man year by year, that he
should ruleover them, andcontrol all their
country, and all are obedient to that one,
and there is neither envy nor emulation
among them.

17 So Judas chose Eupolemus the son of
John, the son of Accos, and Jason the son of
Eleazar, and sent them to Rome, to estab-
lish friendship and alliance with them,

18 and that they should free the yoke
from themselves; for they saw that the
kingdom of the Greeks kept Israel in
bondage.

19 Then they went to Rome, a very long
journey, and they entered into the senate
house, and said,

20 “Judas, who is also calledMaccabaeus,
and his kindred, and the people of the
Jews, have sent us to you, to make an
alliance and peace with you, and that we
might be registered as your allies and
friends.”

21This thing was pleasing to them.
22 This is the copy of the writing which

they wrote back again on tables of brass,
and sent to Jerusalem, that itmight bewith
them there for a memorial of peace and
alliance:

23 “Good success be to the Romans, and
to thenationof the Jews, by seaandby land
forever. May the sword and the enemy be
far from them.

24But if war arises for Rome first, or any
of their allies in all their dominion,

25 the nation of the Jews shall help them
as allies, as the occasion shall indicate to
them, with all their heart.

26 To those who make war upon
them, they shall not give supplies, food,
weapons,money, or ships, as it has seemed
good to Rome, and they shall keep their
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ordinances without taking anything in
return.

27 In the same way, moreover, if war
comesfirst upon thenation of the Jews, the
Romans shall willingly help them as allies,
as the occasion shall indicate to them;

28 and to those who are fighting with
them, there shall not be given food,
weapons,money, or ships, as it has seemed
good to Rome. They shall keep these
ordinances, and that without deceit.

29According to these terms, the Romans
made a treaty with the Jewish people.

30 But if hereafter the one party and the
other shall determine to add or diminish
anything, they shall do it at their pleasure,
and whatever they add or take away shall
be ratified.

31 Concerning the evils which King
Demetrius is doing to them, we have
written to him, saying, ‘Why have you
made your yoke heavy on our friends and
allies the Jews?

32 If therefore they plead any more
against you, we will do them justice, and
fight with you on sea and on land.’ ”

9
1 Demetrius heard that Nicanor had

fallen with his forces in battle, and he sent
Bacchides and Alcimus again into the land
of Judah a second time, and the right wing
of his armywith them.

2 They went by the way that leads to
Gilgal, and encamped against Mesaloth,
which is in Arbela, and took possession of
it, and killedmany people.

3 The first month of the one hundred
fifty-second year, † they encamped against
Jerusalem.

4 Then they marched away and went to
Berea with twenty thousand infantry and
two thousand cavalry.

5 Judas was encamped at Elasa with
three thousand chosenmen.

6 They saw the multitude of the forces,
that they were many, and they were terri-
fied. Many slipped away out of the army.
There were not left of them more than
eight hundredmen.

7 Judas saw that his army slipped away
and that the battle pressed upon him, and
he was very troubled in spirit, because he
had no time to gather them together, and
he became faint.

8 He said to those who were left, “Let’s
arise and go up against our adversaries,
if perhaps we may be able to fight with
them.”

9 They tried to dissuade him, saying,
“There is no way we are able; but let’s
rather save our lives now. Let’s return
again with our kindred, and fight against
them; but we are too few.”

10 Judas said, “Let it not be so that I
should do this thing, to flee from them.
If our time has come, let’s die in a manly
way for our kindred’s sake, and not leave a
cause of reproach against our honor.”

11Thearmymarchedout from the camp,
and stood to encounter them. The cavalry
was divided into two companies, and the
slingers and the archers went before the
army, and all the mighty men that fought
in the front of the battle.

12 Bacchides was in the right wing. The
phalanx advanced on the two parts, and
they blewwith their trumpets.

13 The men by Judas’ side sounded with
their trumpets, and the earth shook with
the shout of the armies, and the battle was
joined, and continued frommorning until
evening.

14 Judas saw that Bacchides and the
strength of his armywere on the right side,
and all that were brave in heart went with
him,

15 and the right wing was defeated by
them, and he pursued after them to the
mount Azotus.

16 Those who were on the left wing saw
that the right wing was defeated, and they
turned and followed in the footsteps of
Judas and of those whowere with him.

17 The battle became desparate, and
many on both sides fell wounded to death.

18 Judas fell, and the rest fled.
19 Jonathan and Simon took Judas their

brother, and buried him in the tomb of his
ancestors at Modin.

† 9:3 circa B.C. 161.
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20 They wept for him. All Israel made
great lamentation for him, and mourned
many days, and said,

21“How is themighty fallen, the savior of
Israel!”

22 The rest of the acts of Judas, and his
wars, and the valiant deeds which he did,
and his greatness, are notwritten; for they
were exceedingly many.

23 It came to pass after the death of Ju-
das, that the lawless emerged within all
the borders of Israel. All those who did
iniquity rose up.

24 In thosedays therewasanexceedingly
great famine, and the countrywent over to
their side.

25Bacchides chose the ungodlymen and
made them rulers of the country.

26 They inquired and searched for the
friends of Judas, and brought them to Bac-
chides, and he took vengeance on them
and used them despitefully.

27 There was great suffering in Israel,
such as was not since the time prophets
stopped appearing to them.

28All the friends of Judas were gathered
together, and they said to Jonathan,

29“Since yourbrother Judashas died,we
have noman like him to go out against our
enemies and Bacchides, and among those
of our nation who hate us.

30 Now therefore we have chosen you
this day to be our prince and leader in his
place, that youmay fight our battles.”

31So Jonathan took thegovernanceupon
himat that time, and roseup in theplace of
his brother Judas.

32When Bacchides found out, he tried to
kill him.

33 Jonathan, and Simon his brother, and
all who were with him, knew it; and they
fled into the wilderness of Tekoah, and en-
camped by thewater of the pool of Asphar.

34 Bacchides found this out on the Sab-
bath day, and came—he and all his army—
over the Jordan.

35 Jonathan sent his brother, a leader of
the multitude, and implored his friends
the Nabathaeans, that they might store
their baggage, which was much, with
them.

36 The children of Jambri came out of
Medaba, and seized John and all that he
had, and went their way with it.

37 But after these things, they brought
word to Jonathan and Simon his brother
that the children of Jambri were celebrat-
ing a great wedding, and were bringing
the bride, a daughter of one of the great
nobles of Canaan, from Nadabath with a
large escort.

38 They remembered John their brother,
and went up, and hid themselves under
the cover of themountain.

39 They lifted up their eyes and looked,
and sawagreatprocessionwithmuchbag-
gage. The bridegroom came out with his
friends and his kindred tomeet themwith
timbrels, musicians, andmanyweapons.

40 They rose up against them from their
ambush and killed them, and many fell
wounded to death. The remnant fled into
the mountain, and the Jews took all their
spoils.

41 So the wedding was turned into
mourning, and thevoiceof theirmusicians
into lamentation.

42 They avenged fully the blood of their
brother, and turned back to themarshes of
the Jordan.

43Bacchidesheard it, andhe cameon the
Sabbath day to the banks of Jordan with a
great army.

44 Jonathan said to his company, “Let’s
stand up now and fight for our lives, for
things are different today than they were
yesterday and the day before.

45 For, behold, the battle is before us
and behind us. Moreover the water of the
Jordan is on this side and on that side, and
marsh and thicket. There is no place to
escape.

46Now therefore cry to heaven, that you
may be delivered out of the hand of your
enemies.”

47So the battle was joined, and Jonathan
stretched out his hand to strike Bacchides,
and he turned away back from him.

48 Jonathan and those who were with
him leapt into the Jordan, and swam over
to the other side. The enemy didn’t pass
over the Jordan against them.
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49 About a thousand men of Bacchides’
company fell that day;

50 and he returned to Jerusalem. They
built strong cities in Judea, the stronghold
that was in Jericho, and Emmaus, Beth-
horon, Bethel, Timnath, Pharathon, and
Tephon, with high walls and gates and
bars.

51 He set garrisons in them to harass
Israel.

52He fortified the city Bethsura, Gazara,
and the citadel, and put troops and stores
of food in them.

53He took the sonsof the chiefmenof the
country for hostages, and put them under
guard in the citadel at Jerusalem.

54 And in the one hundred fifty-third
year,‡ in the second month, Alcimus gave
orders to pull down the wall of the inner
court of the sanctuary. He also pulled
down the works of the prophets.

55 He began to pull down. At that time
was Alcimus stricken, and his works were
hindered; and hismouthwas stopped, and
he was taken with a palsy, and he could
no more speak anything and give orders
concerning his house.

56 Alcimus died at that time with great
torment.

57Bacchides saw that Alcimuswas dead,
and he returned to the king. Then the land
of Judah had rest for two years.

58Then all the lawlessmen took counsel,
saying, “Behold, Jonathan and his men are
dwelling at ease and in security. Now
therefore we will bring Bacchides, and he
will capture them all in one night.

59They went and consulted with him.
60Hemarchedout and camewith a great

army, and sent letters secretly to all his
allies who were in Judea, that they should
seize Jonathan and those who were with
him; but they couldn’t, because their plan
was known to them.

61 Jonathan’s men seized about fifty of
the men of the country who were authors
of the wickedness, and he killed them.

62 Jonathan, Simon, and those who were
with him, went away to Bethbasi, which
is in the wilderness, and he built up that

which had been pulled down, and they
made it strong.

63 Bacchides found out about it, and he
gathered together all his multitude, and
sent orders to those whowere of Judea.

64He went and encamped against Beth-
basi and fought against it many days, and
made engines of war.

65 Jonathan left his brother Simon in the
city, and went out into the country, and he
went with a fewmen.

66 He struck Odomera and his kindred,
and the children of Phasiron in their tents.

67 They began to strike them, and to go
upwith their forces. ThenSimonand those
who were with him went out of the city,
and set the engines of war on fire,

68 and fought against Bacchides, and he
was defeated by them. They afflicted him
severely; for his counsel and expedition
was in vain.

69Theywere very angrywith the lawless
men who gave him counsel to come into
the country, and they killedmany of them.
Then he decided to depart into his own
land.

70 Jonathan learned of this and sent am-
bassadors to him, to the end that they
should make peace with him, and that he
should restore to them the captives.

71He accepted the thing, and did accord-
ing to his words, and swore to him that he
would not seek his harm all the days of his
life.

72He restored to him the captives which
he had taken before out of the land of
Judah, and he returned and departed into
his own land, and didn’t come any more
into their borders.

73 Thus the sword ceased from Israel.
Jonathan lived at Michmash. Jonathan be-
gan to judge the people; and he destroyed
the ungodly out of Israel.

10
1 In the one hundred sixtieth year,†

Alexander Epiphanes, the son of Anti-
ochus, went up and took possession of
Ptolemais. They received him, and he
reigned there.

‡ 9:54 circa B.C. 160. † 10:1 circa B.C. 153.
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2 King Demetrius heard about this, and
he gathered together exceedingly great
forces, and went out to meet him in battle.

3 Demetrius sent a letter to Jonathan
with words of peace, so as to honor him.

4 For he said, “Let’s go beforehand to
make peace with them, before he makes
peace with Alexander against us;

5 for he will remember all the evils that
we have done against him, and to his kin-
dred and to his nation.”

6 So he gave him authority to gather
together forces, and to provide weapons,
and that he should be his ally. He also
commanded that they should release the
hostages that were in the citadel to him.

7 Jonathan came to Jerusalem, and read
the letter in the hearing of all the people,
and of those whowere in the citadel.

8Theywereveryafraidwhen theyheard
that the king had given him authority to
gather together an army.

9 Those in the citadel released the
hostages to Jonathan, and he restored
them to their parents.

10 Jonathan lived in Jerusalemandbegan
to build and renew the city.

11 He commanded those who did the
work tobuild thewalls andencircleMount
Zion with‡ square stones for defense; and
they did so.

12 The foreigners who were in the
strongholds which Bacchides had built
fled away.

13 Each man left his place and departed
into his own land.

14Only at Bethsura, therewere left some
of those who had forsaken the law and
the commandments, for it was a place of
refuge to them.

15KingAlexanderheard all the promises
which Demetrius had sent to Jonathan.
They told himof the battles and the valiant
deeds which he and his kindred had done,
and of the troubles which they had en-
dured.

16 So he said, “Could we find another
man likehim? Nowwewillmakehimour§
friend and ally.”

17He wrote a letter and sent it to him, in
these words, saying,

18 “King Alexander to his brother
Jonathan, greetings.

19We have heard of you, that you are a
mighty man of valour, and worthy to be
our† friend.

20Now we have appointed you this day
to be high priest of your nation, and to be
called the king’s‡ friend, and to take our
side, and to keep friendship with us.” He
also sent to himapurple robe and a golden
crown.

21 And Jonathan put on the holy gar-
ments in the seventh month of the one
hundred sixtieth year,§ at the feast of
tabernacles; and he gathered together
forces and provided weapons in abun-
dance.

22 When Demetrius heard these things,
he was grieved and said,

23 “What is this that we have done,
that Alexander has gotten ahead of us in
establishing friendship with the Jews to
strengthen himself?

24 I also will write to them words of
encouragement and of honor and of gifts,
that theymay be withme to aidme.”

25 So he sent to them this message:
“King Demetrius to the nation of the

Jews, greetings.
26Since as youhave kept your covenants

with us, and continued in our friendship,
and have not joined yourselves to our ene-
mies, we have heard of this, and are glad.

27 Now continue still to keep faith with
us, and we will repay you with good in
return for your dealings with us.

28 We will grant you many immunities
and give you gifts.

29 “Now I free you and release all the
Jews from the tributes, from the salt tax,
and from the crown levies.

30 Instead of the third part of the seed,
and instead of half of the fruit of the trees,
which falls to me to receive, I release it
from this day and henceforth, so that I will
not take it fromthe landof Judah, and from

‡ 10:11 So the versions and Josephus. Gr. four-foot stones. § 10:16 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. Compare 1 Maccabees
10:65. † 10:19 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. Compare 1 Maccabees 10:65. ‡ 10:20 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. Compare 1
Maccabees 10:65. § 10:21 circa B.C. 153.
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the three districts which are added to it
from the country of Samaria and Galilee,
from this day forth and for all time.

31 Let Jerusalem be holy and free, with
her borders, tithes, and taxes.

32 I yield up also my authority over the
citadel which is at Jerusalem, and give it to
the high priest, that he may appoint in it
menwhom he chooses to keep it.

33 Every soul of the Jews who has been
carried captive from the land of Judah into
any part of my kingdom, I set at liberty
without payment. Let all officials also can-
cel the taxes on their livestock.

34 “All the feasts, the Sabbaths, new
moons, appointed days, three days before
a feast, and three days after a feast, let
them all be days of immunity and release
for all the Jews who are inmy kingdom.

35No man shall have authority to exact
anything from any of them, or to trouble
them concerning anymatter.

36 “Let there be enrolled among the
king’s forces about thirty thousandmen of
the Jews, and pay shall be given to them, as
is due to all the king’s forces.

37 Of them, some shall be placed in the
king’s great strongholds, and someof them
shall be placed over the affairs of the king-
dom, which are positions of trust. Let
those who are over them and their rulers
be of themselves, and let them walk after
their own laws, even as the king has com-
manded in the land of Judah.

38 “The three districts that have been
added to Judea from the country of
Samaria, let them be annexed to Judea,
that theymay be reckoned to be under one
ruler, that they may not obey any other
authority than the high priest’s.

39 As for Ptolemais and its land, I have
given it as a gift to the sanctuary that is at
Jerusalem, for the expenses of the sanctu-
ary.

40 I also give every year fifteen thousand
shekels of silver from the king’s revenues
from the places that are appropriate.

41 And all the additional funds which
those whomanage the king’s affairs didn’t
pay as in the first years, they shall give
from now on toward theworks of the tem-
ple.

42Besides this, the five thousand shekels
of silverwhich they received from theuses
of the sanctuary from the revenue year by
year is also released, because it belongs to
the priests whominister there.

43Whoever flees to the temple that is at
Jerusalem, and within all of its borders,
whetheroneowemoney to theking, orany
other matter, let them go free, along with
all that they have inmy kingdom.

44 For the building and renewing of the
structures of the sanctuary, the expense
shall also be given out of the king’s rev-
enue.

45 For the building of the walls of
Jerusalem and fortifying it all around, the
expense shall alsobegivenoutof theking’s
revenue, also for the building of the walls
in Judea.”

46 Now when Jonathan and the people
heard these words, they gave no credence
to them, and didn’t accept them, because
they remembered the great evil which he
had done in Israel, and that he had af-
flicted them very severely.

47 They were well pleased with Alexan-
der, because he was the first who spoke
words of peace to them, and they were
allies with him always.

48 King Alexander gathered together
great forces and encamped near
Demetrius.

49 The two kings joined battle, and the
army of Alexander fled; and Demetrius
followed after him, and prevailed against
them.

50 He strengthened the battle exceed-
ingly until the sun went down; and
Demetrius fell that day.

51 Alexander sent ambassadors to
Ptolemy king of Egypt with this message:

52 “Since I have returned to my king-
dom, and am seated on the throne of my
fathers, and have established my domin-
ion, and have overthrown Demetrius, and
have taken possession of our country—

53 yes, I joined the battle with him, and
he and his army were defeated by us, and
we sat on the throne of his kingdom—

54 now also let’s make friends with one
another. Give me now your daughter as
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mywife. I will be joinedwith you, andwill
give both you and her gifts worthy of you.”

55 Ptolemy the king answered, saying,
“Happy is the day you returned to the land
of your ancestors and sat on the throne of
their kingdom.

56Now I will do to you as you have writ-
ten, butmeetme at Ptolemais, thatwemay
see one another; and I will join with you,
even as you have said.”

57 So Ptolemy went out of Egypt, himself
and Cleopatra his daughter, and came to
Ptolemais in the one hundred sixty-second
year.†

58 King Alexander met him, and he
gave him his daughter Cleopatra, and cel-
ebrated her wedding at Ptolemais with
great pomp, as kings do.

59 King Alexander wrote to Jonathan,
that he should come tomeet him.

60He went with pomp to Ptolemais, and
met the two kings. He gave them and their
friends‡ silver and gold, and many gifts,
and found favor in their sight.

61 Some malcontents out of Israel, men
who were transgressors of the law, gath-
ered together against him to complain
against him; but the king paid no attention
to them.

62 The king commanded that they take
off Jonathan’s garments and clothe him in
purple, and they did so.

63 The king made him sit with him, and
said to his princes, “Go out with him into
the midst of the city, and proclaim that
no man may complain against him of any
matter, and let noman trouble him for any
reason.”

64 It came to pass, when those who com-
plained against him saw his honor ac-
cording to the proclamation, and saw him
clothed in purple, they all fled away.

65The king gavehimhonor, and enrolled
him among his chief friends,§ and made
him a captain and governor of a province.

66 Then Jonathan returned to Jerusalem
with peace and gladness.

67 In the one hundred sixty-fifth year,†
Demetrius, son of Demetrius, came out of
Crete into the land of his ancestors.

68When King Alexander heard of it, he
grieved exceedingly and returned to Anti-
och.

69Demetrius appointed Apollonius, who
was over Coelesyria, and he gathered
together a great army, and encamped
against Jamnia, and sent to Jonathan the
high priest, saying,

70 “You alone lift up yourself against us,
but I amridiculedand in reproachbecause
of you. Why do you assume authority
against us in themountains?

71 Now therefore, if you trust in your
forces, come down to us into the plain, and
let’smatch strengthwith each other there;
for the power of the cities is withme.

72 Ask and learn who I am, and the rest
who help us. They say, ‘Your foot can’t
stand before our face; for your ancestors
have been put to flight twice in their own
land.’

73 Now you won’t be able to withstand
the cavalry and such an army as this in the
plain, where is there is no stone or pebble,
or place to flee.”

74Now when Jonathan heard the words
of Apollonius, he was moved in his mind,
and he chose ten thousandmen, and went
out fromJerusalem; andSimonhisbrother
met him to help him.

75Then he encamped against Joppa. The
people of the city shut him out, because
Apollonius had a garrison in Joppa.

76 So they fought against it. The people
of the city were afraid, and opened to him;
and Jonathan becamemaster of Joppa.

77 Apollonius heard about that, and he
gathered an army of three thousand cav-
alry, and a great army, and went to Azotus
as though he were on a journey, and at
the same time advanced onward into the
plain, because he had a multitude of cav-
alry which he trusted.

78 He pursued him to Azotus, and the
armies joined battle.‡

† 10:57 circa B.C. 151. ‡ 10:60 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. Compare 1 Maccabees 10:65. § 10:65 See 1 Maccabees
11:27; 2 Maccabees 8:9. Compare 1 Maccabees 2:18; 10:16, etc. † 10:67 circa B.C. 148. ‡ 10:78 Most of the
authorities here repeat after him.
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79 Apollonius had secretly left a thou-
sand cavalry behind them.

80 Jonathan learned that there was an
ambush behind him. They surrounded his
army, and shot their arrows at the people,
frommorning until evening;

81 but the people stood fast, as Jonathan
commanded them; and the enemy’s horses
grew tired.

82ThenSimonbrought forwardhis army
and joined battle with the phalanx (for the
cavalry were exhausted), and they were
defeated by him and fled.

83 The cavalry were scattered in the
plain. They fled to Azotus and entered into
Beth-dagon, their idol’s temple, to save
themselves.

84 Jonathan burned Azotus and the cities
around it and took their spoils. He burned
the temple of Dagon and those who fled
into it with fire.

85 Those who had fallen by the sword
plus those who were burned were about
eight thousandmen.

86 From there, Jonathan left and en-
camped against Ascalon. The people of the
city cameout tomeethimwithgreatpomp.

87 Jonathan, with those who were on his
side, returned to Jerusalem, having many
spoils.

88 It came to pass, when King Alexander
heard these things, he honored Jonathan
evenmore.

89He sent him a gold buckle, as the cus-
tom is to give to theking’s kindred. Hegave
himEkron and all its land for a possession.

11
1 Then the king of Egypt gathered to-

gether great forces, as the sand which is
by the sea shore, and many ships, and
sought to make himself master of Alexan-
der’s kingdombydeceit, and to add it to his
own kingdom.

2 He went out into Syria with words
of peace, and the people of the cities
opened their gates to him and met him;
for King Alexander’s command was that
they should meet him, because he was his
father-in-law.

3 Now as he entered into the cities of
Ptolemais, he set his forces for a garrison
in each city.

4But when he came near to Azotus, they
showed him the temple of Dagon burned
with fire, and Azotus and its pasture lands
destroyed, and the bodies cast out, and
those who had been burned, whom he
burned in the war, for they had made
heaps of them in his way.

5 They told the king what Jonathan had
done, that they might cast blame on him;
but the king kept silent.

6 Jonathan met the king with pomp at
Joppa, and they greeted one another, and
they slept there.

7 Jonathan went with the king as far as
the river that is called Eleutherus, then
returned to Jerusalem.

8 But King Ptolemy took control of the
cities along the sea coast, to Selucia which
is by the sea, and he devised evil plans
concerning Alexander.

9 He sent ambassadors to King
Demetrius, saying, “Come! Let’s make
a covenant with one another, and I will
give you my daughter whom Alexander
has, and you shall reign over your father’s
kingdom;

10 for I regret that I gave my daughter to
him, for he tried to kill me.

11 He accused him, because he coveted
his kingdom.

12Takinghis daughter fromhim, he gave
her to Demetrius, and was estranged from
Alexander, and their enmity was openly
seen.

13Ptolemy entered into Antioch, and put
on himself the crown of Asia. He put two
crowns upon his head, the crown of Egypt
and that of Asia.

14 But King Alexander was in Cilicia at
that time, because thepeopleof that region
were in revolt.

15When Alexander heard of it, he came
against him in war. Ptolemy marched out
and met him with a strong force, and put
him to flight.

16 Alexander fled into Arabia, that he
might be sheltered there; butKingPtolemy
was triumphant.
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17 Zabdiel the Arabian took off Alexan-
der’s head, and sent it to Ptolemy.

18King Ptolemy died the third day after,
and those who were in his strongholds
were slain by the inhabitants of the
strongholds.

19 Demetrius became king in the one
hundred sixty-seventh year.†

20 In those days Jonathan gathered to-
gether the Judeans to take the citadel that
was at Jerusalem. He made many engines
of war to use against it.

21 Some lawless men who hated their
own nation went to the king and reported
to him that Jonathan was besieging the
citadel.

22He heard, andwas angry, butwhen he
heard it, he set out immediately, and came
to Ptolemais, and wrote to Jonathan, that
he shouldnot besiege it, and that he should
meet him and speakwith him at Ptolemais
with all speed.

23Butwhen Jonathanheard this, he gave
orders to continue the siege. He chose
some of the elders of Israel and of the
priests, and put himself in peril

24 by taking silver, gold, clothing, and
various other presents, and went to Ptole-
mais to the king. Then he found favor in
his sight.

25 Some lawless men of those who were
of the nation made complaints against
him,

26 and the king did to him even as his
predecessors had done to him, and exalted
him in the sight of all his‡ friends,

27 and confirmed to him the high priest-
hood, and all the other honors that he had
before, and gave him preeminence among
his§ chief friends.

28 And Jonathan requested of the king
that he would make Judea free from trib-
ute, along with the three† provinces and
the country of Samaria, and promised him
three hundred talents.

29 The king consented, and wrote letters
to Jonathan concerning all these things as
follows:

30 “King Demetrius to his brother
Jonathan, and to the nation of the Jews,

greetings.
31The copy of the letter which we wrote

to Lasthenes our kinsman concerning you,
we have written also to you, that you may
see it.

32 ‘King Demetrius to Lasthenes his fa-
ther, greetings.

33We have determined to do good to the
nation of the Jews, who are our friends,
and observe what is just toward us, be-
cause of their good will toward us.

34We have confirmed therefore to them
the borders of Judea, and also the three
governments of Aphaerema, Lydda, and
Ramathaim (these were added to Judea
from the country of Samaria), and all their
territory to them, for all who do sacrifice
in Jerusalem, instead of the king’s dues
which the king received of them yearly
before from the produce of the earth and
the fruits of trees.

35 As for the other payments to us from
henceforth, of the tithes and the taxes that
pertain to us, and the salt pits, and the
crown taxesdue tous, all thesewewill give
back to them.

36 Not one of these grants shall be an-
nulled from this time forth and forever.

37 Now therefore be careful to make a
copy of these things, and let it be given to
Jonathan, and let it be set up on the holy
mountain in a suitable and conspicuous
place.’ ”

38 When King Demetrius saw that the
land was quiet before him, and that no
resistance was made to him, he sent away
all his troops, each man to his own place,
except the foreign troops, which he had
raised from the islands of the Gentiles. So
all the troops of his fathers hated him.

39 Now Tryphon was one of those who
previously had been on Alexander’s side,
and he saw that all the forces murmured
against Demetrius. So he went to Imalcue
theArabian,whowas raisingupAntiochus
the young child of Alexander,

40 and urgently insisted to him that he
should deliver him to him, that he might
reign in his father’s place. He told him all
that Demetrius had done, and the hatred

† 11:19 circa B.C. 146. ‡ 11:26 See 1Maccabees 2:18. § 11:27 See 1Maccabees 10:65. † 11:28 Gr. toparchies
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with which his forces hated him; and he
stayed there many days.

41Now Jonathan sent to King Demetrius,
that he should remove the troops of the
citadel from Jerusalem, and the troops
who were in the strongholds; for they
fought against Israel continually.

42 Demetrius sent to Jonathan, saying,
“I will not only do this for you and your
nation, but I will greatly honor you and
your nation, if I find an opportunity.

43Now therefore you shall do well if you
send me men who will fight for me; for all
my forces have revolted.”

44 So Jonathan sent him three thousand
valiant men to Antioch. They came to the
king, and thekingwasgladat their coming.

45 The people of the city gathered them-
selves together into the midst of the city,
to the number of one hundred and twenty
thousandmen, and they wanted to kill the
king.

46 The king fled into the court of the
palace, and thepeople of the city seized the
main streets of the city and began to fight.

47 The king called the Jews to help him,
and they were gathered together to him
all at once, and they dispersed themselves
in the city, and killed that day about one
hundred thousand.

48 They set the city on fire, and seized
many spoils that day, and saved the king.

49 The people of the city saw that the
Jews had taken control of the city as they
pleased, and they became faint in their
hearts, and they cried out to the king with
supplication, saying,

50 “Give us your right hand, and let the
Jews cease fromfighting against us and the
city.”

51 They threw away their weapons and
made peace. The Jews were glorified in
the sight of the king, and before all who
were in his kingdom. Then they returned
to Jerusalem, havingmuch plunder.

52SoKingDemetrius sat on the throne of
hiskingdom, and the landwasquietbefore
him.

53 He lied in all that he spoke, and es-
tranged himself from Jonathan, and didn’t
repay him according to the benefits with
which he had repaid him, and treated him
very harshly.

54Nowafter this, Tryphon returned, and
with him the young child Antiochus, who
reigned and put on a crown.

55 All the forces which Demetrius had
sent away with disgrace were gathered to
him, and they fought against him, and he
fled andwas routed.

56 Tryphon took the elephants, and took
control of Antioch.

57 The young Antiochus wrote to
Jonathan, saying, “I confirm to you the
high priesthood, and appoint you over the
four districts, and to be one of the king’s‡
friends.”

58 He sent to him golden vessels and
furniture for the table, and gave him per-
mission to drink in golden vessels, and to
be clothed in purple, and to have a golden
buckle.

59He made his brother Simon governor
from the Ladder of Tyre to the borders of
Egypt.

60 Jonathan went out and took his jour-
ney beyond the river and through the
cities. All the forces of Syria gathered
themselves to him to be his allies. He came
to Ascalon, and the people of the city met
him honorably.

61He departed from there to Gaza, and
the people of Gaza shut him out. So he
besieged it and burned its pasture lands
with fire, and plundered them.

62 The people of Gaza pleaded with
Jonathan, and he gave them his right
hand, and took the sons of their princes
for hostages, and sent them away to
Jerusalem. Then he passed through the
country as far as Damascus.

63 Then Jonathan heard that Demetrius’
princes had come to Kedesh, which is in
Galilee, with a great army, intending to
remove him from his office.

64 He went to meet them, but he left
Simon his brother in the country.

‡ 11:57 See 1Maccabees 2:18.
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65 Simon encamped against Bethsura,
and fought against it many days, and
hemmed it in.

66 They asked him to give them his right
hand, and he gave it to them. He removed
them from there, took possession of the
city, and set a garrison over it.

67 Jonathan and his army encamped at
the water of Gennesareth, and early in
the morning they marched to the plain of
Hazor.

68Behold, anarmyof foreignersmethim
in the plain. They laid an ambush for him
in themountains, but they themselvesmet
him face to face.

69But those who lay in ambush rose out
of their places and joined battle. All those
whowere on Jonathan’s side fled.

70Not one of them was left, except Mat-
tathias the son of Absalom, and Judas the
son of Chalphi, captains of the forces.

71 Jonathan tore his clothes, put dirt on
his head, and prayed.

72He turned again to them in battle, and
routed them, and they fled.

73 When the men on his side who had
fled saw this, they returned to him and
pursuedwith him to Kedesh to their camp,
and they encamped there.

74About three thousand men of the for-
eigners fell on that day. Then Jonathan
returned to Jerusalem.

12
1 Jonathan saw that the time was favor-

able for him, so he chose men and sent
them to Rome to confirm and renew the
friendship that they had with them.

2He also sent similar letters to the Spar-
tans, and to other places.

3 They went to Rome, entered into the
senate house, and said, “Jonathan the high
priest and the nation of the Jews have sent
us to renew for them the friendship and
the alliance, as in former time.”

4 They gave them letters to the men in
every place, that they should provide safe
conduct for them on their way to the land
of Judah.

5 This is the copy of the letters which
Jonathan wrote to the Spartans:

6 “Jonathan the high priest, and the sen-
ate of the nation, and the priests, and the
rest of the people of the Jews, to their kin-
dred the Spartans, greetings.

7Even before this time letters were sent
to Onias the high priest from Arius,† who
was reigning among you, to signify that
you are our kindred, as the copy written
below shows.

8 Onias welcomed honorably the man
who was sent and received the letters,
wherein declaration was made of alliance
and friendship.

9 Therefore we also, even though we
need none of these things, having for our
encouragement the holy books which are
in our hands,

10 have undertaken to send that we
might renew our brotherhood and friend-
ship with you, to the end that we should
not become estranged from you alto-
gether; for a long time has passed since
you sent your letter to us.

11We therefore at all timeswithout ceas-
ing, both in our feasts, and on the other
convenient days, rememberyou in the sac-
rifices which we offer, and in our prayers,
as it is right and proper to be mindful of
kindred.

12Moreover, we are glad for your glory.
13 But as for ourselves, many afflictions

andmanywars have encompassed us, and
the kings who are around us have fought
against us.

14We were unwilling to be troublesome
to you, and to the rest of our allies and
friends, in these wars;

15 for we have the help which is from
heaven to help us, andwehave been deliv-
ered from our enemies, and our enemies
have been humbled.

16We chose therefore Numenius the son
of Antiochus and Antipater the son of Ja-
son, and have sent them to the Romans,
to renew the friendship that we had with
them, and the former alliance.

17We commanded them therefore to go
also to you, and to salute you, and to de-

† 12:7 So the old Latin versions and Josephus: compare also ver. 20. All the other authorities read Darius in this
place.
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liver youour letters concerning the renew-
ing of friendship and our brotherhood.

18Andnowyouwill dowell if you giveus
a reply.”

19And this is the copyof the letterswhich
they sent to Onias:

20 “Arius king of the Spartans to Onias
the chief priest, greetings.

21 It has been found in writing, concern-
ing theSpartansand the Jews, that theyare
kindred, and that they are of the descen-
dants of Abraham.

22Now, since this has come to our knowl-
edge, youwill dowell towrite tousof your‡
prosperity.

23Wemoreoverwrite on our part to you,
that your livestockandgoods areours, and
ours are yours. We do command therefore
that theymake report to you accordingly.”

24 Now Jonathan heard that Demetrius’
princes had returned to fight against him
with a greater army than before,

25 so he marched away from Jerusalem,
and met them in the country of Hamath;
for he gave themno opportunity to set foot
in his country.

26He sent spies into his camp, and they
came again, and reported to him that they
were preparing to attack them at night.

27 But as soon as the sun was down,
Jonathan commanded his men to watch,
and to be armed, that all the night long
they might be ready for battle. He sta-
tioned sentinels around the camp.

28 The adversaries heard that Jonathan
and his men were ready for battle, and
they feared, and trembled in their hearts,
and they kindled fires in their camp then
withdrew.

29But Jonathan andhismendidn’t know
it until the morning; for they saw the fires
burning.

30 Jonathan pursued after them, but
didn’t overtake them; for they had gone
over the river Eleutherus.

31Then Jonathan turned toward theAra-
bians, who are called Zabadaeans, and
struck them, and took their spoils.

32He came out from there, and came to
Damascus, and took his journey through
all the country.

33 Simon went out, and took his journey
as far as Ascalon, and the strongholds that
werenear it. Thenhe turned toward Joppa
and took possession of it;

34 for he had heard that they were
planning to hand over the stronghold to
Demetrius’men. He set a garrison there to
guard it.

35 Then Jonathan returned and called
the elders of the people together. He
plannedwith them to build strongholds in
Judea,

36 and to make the walls of Jerusalem
higher, and to raise a great mound be-
tween the citadel and the city, to separate
it from the city, that so it might be isolated,
that its garrisonmightneitherbuynor sell.

37 They were gathered together to build
the city. Part of thewall of the brook that is
on the east side fell down, and he repaired
the section called Chaphenatha.

38 Simon also built Adida in the§ plain
country, made it strong, and set up gates
and bars.

39AndTryphon sought to reignoverAsia
and to crownhimself, and to stretchouthis
hand against Antiochus the king.

40He was afraid that Jonathan wouldn’t
allow him, and that he would fight against
him; andhe sought away to seize him, that
he might destroy him. So he marched out
and came to Bethshan.

41 Jonathan came out to meet him with
forty thousandmen chosen for battle, and
came to Bethshan.

42Tryphonsaw thathe camewithagreat
army, and he was afraid to stretch out his
hand against him.

43He received him honorably, and com-
mended him to all his† friends, and gave
him gifts, and commanded his forces to be
obedient to him, as to himself.

44 He said to Jonathan, “Why have you
put all this people to so much trouble, see-
ing there is no war between us?

‡ 12:22 Gr. peace § 12:38 Gr. Sephela. † 12:43 See 1Maccabees 2:18.
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45Now send them away to their homes,
but choose for yourself a few men who
shall be with you, and come with me to
Ptolemais, and I will give it to you, and the
rest of the strongholds and the rest of the
forces, and all the king’s officers. Then I
will turnaroundanddepart; for this iswhy
I came.”

46Heputhis trust inhim, anddid evenas
he said, and sent away his forces, and they
departed into the land of Judah.

47But he reserved to himself three thou-
sandmen, ofwhomhe left two thousand in
Galilee, but one thousand went with him.

48Now as soon as Jonathan entered into
Ptolemais, the people of Ptolemais shut the
gates and seized him. They killed all those
who came in with himwith the sword.

49 Tryphon sent troops and cavalry into
Galilee, and into theGreat Plain, to destroy
all Jonathan’s men.

50 They perceived that he had been
seized and had perished, along with those
who were with him. They encouraged
one another and went on their way close
together, prepared to fight.

51 Those who followed them saw that
theywere ready to fight for their lives, and
turned back again.

52 They all came in peace into the land
of Judah, and they mourned for Jonathan
and those who were with him, and they
were very afraid. All Israel mourned with
a great mourning.

53And all the Gentiles who were around
them sought to destroy them utterly; for
they said, “They have no ruler nor anyone
to help them. Now therefore let’s fight
against them, and takeaway theirmemory
from amongmen.”

13
1 Simon heard that Tryphon had gath-

ered together a mighty army to come into
the land of Judah and destroy it utterly.

2He saw that the people were trembling
in great fear. So he went up to Jerusalem
and gathered the people together.

3He encouraged them, and said to them,
“You yourselves know all the things that I,
my kindred, and my father’s house have

done for the laws and the sanctuary, and
the battles and the distresses which we
have seen.

4 Because of this, all my brothers have
perished for Israel’s sake, and I am left
alone.

5 Now be it far from me, that I should
spare my own life in any time of affliction,
for I am not better thanmy kindred.

6 However, I will take vengeance for
my nation, for the sanctuary, and for our
wives and children, because all the Gen-
tiles have gatheredout of hatred to destroy
us.”

7The spirit of the people revived as soon
as they heard these words.

8 They answered with a loud voice, say-
ing, “You are our leader in the place of
Judas and Jonathan your brothers.

9Fight our battles, andwewill do all that
you tell us to do.”

10 He gathered together all the men of
war, and hurried to finish the walls of
Jerusalem. He fortified it all around.

11He sent Jonathan the son of Absalom,
and with him a great army, to Joppa. He
threw out those who were in it, and lived
there.

12 Tryphon left Ptolemais with a mighty
army to enter into the land of Judah, and
Jonathan was with him under guard.

13 But Simon encamped at Adida, near
the plain.

14 Tryphon knew that Simon had risen
up in theplaceofhisbrother Jonathan, and
meant to join battle with him, so he sent
ambassadors to him, saying,

15 “It is for money which Jonathan your
brother owed to the king’s treasury, by
reason of the officeswhich he had, that we
are detaining him.

16 Now send one hundred talents of sil-
ver and two of his sons for hostages, so
that when he is released hemay not revolt
against us, and wewill release him.”

17 Simon knew that they spoke to him
deceitfully, but he sent to get the money
and the children, lest perhaps he would
arouse great hostility among the people,

18who might say, “Because I didn’t send
him the money and the children, he per-
ished.”
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19 So he sent the children and the hun-
dred talents, but Tryphon lied, and didn’t
release Jonathan.

20After this, Tryphon came to invade the
land and destroy it, and he went around
by the way that leads to Adora. Simon and
his armymarchednearhim to everyplace,
wherever he went.

21 Now the people of the citadel sent
to Tryphon ambassadors, urging him to
come to them through the wilderness, and
to send them food.

22 So Tryphon prepared all his cavalry
to come, but on that night a very heavy
snow fell, and he didn’t come because of
the snow. He marched off and went into
the land of Gilead.

23 When he came near to Bascama, he
killed Jonathan, and he was buried there.

24 Then Tryphon turned back, and went
away into his own land.

25 Simon sent, and took the bones of
Jonathan his brother, and buried him at
Modin, the city of his fathers.

26All Israelmadegreat lamentationover
him, andmourned for himmany days.

27 Simon built a monument on the tomb
of his father and his kindred, and raised it
high so that it could be seen, with polished
stone on the front and back.

28 He also set up seven pyramids, one
near another, for his father, his mother,
and his four brothers.

29 For these, he made an elaborate set-
ting, erecting great pillars around them,
and upon the pillars he made suits of ar-
mor for a perpetual memorial, and beside
the suits of armor, he carved ships, so that
they could be seen by all who sail on the
sea.

30 This is the tomb which he made at
Modin. It remains to this day.

31 Now Tryphon deceived the young
King Antiochus and killed him,

32 and reigned in his place. He put on
himself the crown of Asia and brought a
great calamity upon the land.

33 Simon built up the strongholds of
Judea, and walled them all around with

high towers, great walls, gates, and bars;
and he stored food in the strongholds.

34 Simon chose men, and sent to King
Demetrius with a request that he grant
the country an immunity, because all that
Tryphon did was to plunder.

35King Demetrius sent to him according
to these words, and answered him, and
wrote a letter to him, as follows:

36 “King Demetrius to Simon the high
priest and friend† of kings, and to the el-
ders and nation of the Jews, greetings.

37 The golden crown and the palm
branch, which you sent, we have received.
We are ready to make a steadfast peace
with you, yes, and to write to our officers
to release you from tribute.

38Whatever thingswe confirmed to you,
they are confirmed. The strongholds,
which you have built, let them be your
own.

39 As for any oversights and faults com-
mitted to this day, we forgive them, and
the crown tax which you owed us. If there
were any other tax collected in Jerusalem,
let it be collected no longer.

40 If any among you are qualified to be
enrolled in our court, let thembe enrolled,
and let there be peace between us.”

41 In the one hundred seventieth year,‡
the yoke of the Gentiles was taken away
from Israel.

42 The people began to write in their in-
struments and contracts, “In the first year
of Simon, the great high priest and captain
and leader of the Jews.”

43 In those days Simon encamped
against§ Gazara, and surrounded it with
troops. He made a seige engine, and
brought it up to the city, and struck a
tower, and captured it.

44 Those who were in the engine leaped
out into the city; and there was a great
uproar in the city.

45 The people of the city tore their
clothes, and went up on the walls with
their wives and children, and cried with a

† 13:36 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. ‡ 13:41 circa B.C. 143. § 13:43 See 1 Maccabees 13:53 (compare 1 Maccabees
13:48); 1 Maccabees 14:7, 34; 15:28; 16:1: also Josephus. All the authorities read Gaza in this verse. † 13:45 Gr.
right hands.
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loud voice, asking Simon to give them† his
right hand.

46 They said, “Don’t deal with us accord-
ing to our wickednesses, but according to
yourmercy.”

47 So Simon was reconciled to them,
and didn’t fight against them; but he ex-
pelled them from the city and cleansed the
houses where the idols were, and then en-
tered into itwith singing and giving praise.

48He removed all uncleanness out of it,
and placed in it men who would keep the
law, and made it stronger than it was be-
fore, and built a dwelling place for himself
in it.

49 But the people of the citadel in
Jerusalem were hindered from going out
and from going into the country, and
from buying and selling. So they were
very hungry, and a great number of them
perished from famine.

50 Then they cried out to Simon, that he
should give them his right hand; and he
gave it to them; but he expelled them from
there, and he cleansed the citadel from its
pollutions.

51 He entered into it on the twenty-
third day of the second month, in the one
hundred seventy-first year,‡ with praise
and palm branches, with harps, with cym-
bals, and with stringed instruments, with
hymns, and with songs, because a great
enemy had been destroyed out of Israel.

52Simon ordained that they should keep
that day every year with gladness. He
made the hill of the temple that was by the
citadel stronger than before, and he lived
there with his men.

53 Simon saw that his son John was a
man, so he made him leader of all his
forces; and he lived in Gazara.

14
1 In the one hundred seventy-second

year,† King Demetrius gathered his forces
together, and went into Media to get help,
that hemight fight against Tryphon.

2 When Arsaces, the king of Persia and
Media, heard that Demetrius had come

into his borders, he sent one of his princes
to take him alive.

3 He went and struck the army of
Demetrius, and seized him and brought
him to Arsaces, who put him under guard.

4The land had rest all the days of Simon.
He sought the good of his nation. His
authority and his honor was pleasing to
them all his days.

5 Amid all his honors, he took Joppa for
a harbor, and made it an entrance for the
islands of the sea.

6 He enlarged the borders of his nation
and took possession of the country.

7 He gathered together a great number
of captives, and took control of Gazara,
Bethsura, and the citadel, and he removed
its uncleannesses from it. There was no
one who resisted him.

8 They tilled their land in peace, and the
land gave her increase, and the trees of the
plains gave their fruit.

9 The old men sat in the streets; they all
conversed together about good things. The
young men put on glorious and warlike
apparel.

10 He provided food for the cities and
furnished them with means of defense,
until the glory of his name was known to
the end of the earth.

11He made peace in the land, and Israel
rejoiced with great joy.

12Eachmansatunderhis vineandhisfig
tree, and there was no one to make them
afraid.

13No onewas left in the landwho fought
against them. The kings were defeated in
those days.

14Hestrengthenedall those of his people
who were humble. He searched out the
law, and every lawless and wicked person
he took away.

15He glorified the sanctuary, and added
to the vessels of the temple.

16 It was heard at Rome that Jonathan
was dead, and even in Sparta, and they
were exceedingly grieved.

17 But as soon as they heard that his
brother Simonwasmade high priest in his

‡ 13:51 circa B.C. 142. † 14:1 circa B.C. 141.
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place, and ruled the country and the cities
in it,

18 they wrote to him on brass tablets to
renew with him the friendship and the
alliance which they had confirmed with
his brothers Judas and Jonathan.

19These were read before the congrega-
tion at Jerusalem.

20This is the copy of the letterswhich the
Spartans sent:

“The rulers and the city of the Spartans,
to Simon the high priest, to the elders, the
priests, and the rest of the people of the
Jews, our kindred, greetings.

21 The ambassadors who were sent to
our people reported to us about your glory
and honor. Wewere glad for their coming,

22andwe registered the things thatwere
spoken by them in the public records‡ as
follows: ‘Numenius son of Antiochus, and
Antipater son of Jason, the Jews’ ambas-
sadors, came to us to renew the friendship
they had with us.

23 It pleased the people to entertain the
men honorably, and to put the copy of
their words in the public records,§ to the
end that the people of the Spartans might
have a record of them. Moreover they
wrote a copy of these things to Simon the
high priest.’ ”

24 After this, Simon sent Numenius to
Rome with a great shield of gold of weigh-
ing one thousand minas,† in order to con-
firm the alliance with them.

25 But when the people heard these
things, they said, “What thanks shall we
give to Simon and his sons?

26For he and his brothers and the house
of his fatherhavemade themselves strong,
and have fought and chased away Israel’s
enemies, and confirmed liberty to Israel.‡”

27 So they wrote on tablets of brass, and
set them on pillars on mount Zion. This is
the copy of the writing:

“On the eighteenthday of Elul, in the one
hundred seventy-second year,§ which is
the third year of Simon the high priest,

28 in Asaramel, in a great congregation
of priests and people and princes of the
nation, and of the elders of the country, it
was proclaimed to us:†

29 ‘Sincewarsoftenoccurred in thecoun-
try, Simon the son of Mattathias, the son
of the sons of Joarib, and his brothers, put
themselves in jeopardy and withstood the
enemies of their nation, that their sanctu-
ary and the law might be established, and
glorified their nation with great glory.

30 Jonathan rallied the nation, became
their high priest, and was gathered to his
people.

31 Their enemies planned to invade
their country, that they might destroy
their country utterly, and stretch out their
hands against their sanctuary.

32Then Simon rose up and fought for his
nation. He spent much of his own money
to arm the valiant men of his nation and
give themwages.

33 He fortified the cities of Judea and
Bethsura that lies on the borders of Judea,
where the weapons of the enemies were
had been stored, and there he placed a
garrison of Jews.

34 He fortified Joppa which is upon the
sea, and Gazarawhich is upon the borders
of Azotus, where the enemies used to live,
and placed Jews there, and set in there all
things necessary for their restoration.

35The people saw Simon’s faith,‡ and the
glory which he resolved to bring to his na-
tion, and they made him their leader and
high priest, because he had done all these
things, and for the justice and the faith
which he kept to his nation, and because
he sought by all means to exalt his people.

36 In his days, things prospered in his
hands, so that the Gentiles were taken
away out of their country, and they also
who were in the city of David, those who
were in Jerusalem, who had made them-
selves a citadel, out of which they used
to go, and polluted everything around the
sanctuary, and did great damage to its pu-
rity.

‡ 14:22 Gr. counsels of the people. § 14:23 Gr. books that are appointed for the people. † 14:24 1,000 minas is
about 499 kg or 1,098 pounds. ‡ 14:26Gr. him. § 14:27 circa B.C. 141. † 14:28Gr. hemade known. ‡ 14:35
Some authorities read acts.
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37He placed Jews in it and fortified it for
the safety of the country and the city, and
made high the walls of Jerusalem.

38King Demetrius confirmed to him the
high priesthood according to these things,

39andmade him one of his friends,§ and
honored himwith great honor;

40 for he had heard that the Jews had
been called by the Romans friends, allies,
and kindred, and that they had met the
ambassadors of Simon honorably;

41and that the Jews and the priests were
well pleased that Simon should be their
leader and high priest forever, until there
should arise a faithful prophet;

42 and that he should be governor over
them, and should take charge of the sanc-
tuary, to set them over their works, and
over the country, and over the weapons,
and over the strongholds; and that he
should take charge of the sanctuary,

43 and that he should be obeyed by all,
and that all contracts in the country should
be written in his name, and that he should
be clothed in purple, and wear gold;

44 and that it should not be lawful for
any of the people or of the priests to nullify
any of these things, or to oppose thewords
that he should speak, or to gather an as-
sembly in thecountrywithouthim, or tobe
clothed in purple, orwear a buckle of gold;

45 but whoever should do otherwise, or
nullify any of these things, hewill be liable
to punishment.’ ”

46All the people consented to ordain for
Simon that he shoulddo according to these
words.

47So Simonaccepted this, and consented
to be high priest, and to be captain and
governor† of the Jews and of the priests,
and to be protector of all.

48 They commanded to put this writing
on tablets of brass, and to set them up
within the precinct of the sanctuary in a
conspicuous place,

49 and moreover to put copies of them
in the treasury, so that Simon and his sons
might have them.

15
1 Antiochus son of Demetrius the king

sent a letter from the islands of the sea to
Simon thepriest and†governorof the Jews,
and to all the nation.

2 Its contents follow:
“King Antiochus to Simon the chief

priest and‡ governor, and to the nation of
the Jews, greetings.

3 Whereas certain troublemakers have
made themselves masters of the kingdom
of our fathers, but my purpose is to claim
the kingdom, that I may restore it as it
was before; and moreover I have raised
a multitude of foreign soldiers, and have
prepared warships;

4 moreover I plan to land in the coun-
try, that I may punish those who have de-
stroyed our country, and those who have
mademany cities in the kingdomdesolate;

5 now therefore I confirm to you all the
tax remissions which the kings who were
before me remitted to you, and whatever
gifts besides they remitted to you,

6and Ipermit you to coinmoney foryour
country with your own stamp,

7 but that Jerusalem and the sanctuary
should be free. All the weapons that you
have prepared, and the strongholds that
you have built, which you have in your
possession, let them remain yours.

8 Every debt owed to the king, and the
things that will be owed to the king from
henceforth and for evermore, let them be
remitted to you.

9 Moreover, when we have established
our kingdom, wewill glorify you and your
nation and the temple with great glory, so
that your glorywill bemademanifest in all
the earth.

10 In the one hundred seventy-fourth
year,§ Antiochus went into the land of his
fathers; and all the forces came together
to him, so that there were few men with
Tryphon.

11 King Antiochus pursued him, and he
came, as hefled, toDor,which is by the sea;

12 for he knew that troubles had come
upon him all at once, and that his forces
had deserted him.

§ 14:39 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. † 14:47 Gr. ethnarch. † 15:1 Gr. ethnarch. ‡ 15:2 Gr. ethnarch. § 15:10
circa B.C. 139
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13Antiochus encamped against Dor, and
with him one hundred twenty thousand
men of war and eight thousand cavalry.

14He surrounded the city, and the ships
joined in the attack from the sea. He ha-
rassed the cityby landandsea, andpermit-
ted no one to go out or in.

15 Numenius and his company came
fromRome, having letters to the kings and
to the countries, in which were written
these things:

16 “Lucius, consul of the Romans, to King
Ptolemy, greetings.

17 The Jews’ ambassadors came to us as
our friends and allies, to renew the old
friendship and alliance, being sent from
Simon the high priest, and from the people
of the Jews.

18Moreover theybroughta shieldof gold
weighing one thousandminas.†

19 It pleased us therefore to write to the
kingsand to the countries, that they should
not seek their harm or fight against them,
their cities, and their country, or be allies
with those who fight against them.

20Moreover, it seemed good to us to re-
ceive the shield from them.

21 If therefore any troublemakers have
fled from their country to you, deliver
them to Simon the high priest, that hemay
take vengeance on themaccording to their
law.”

22 He wrote the same things to King
Demetrius, to Attalus, to Arathes, to Ar-
saces,

23 to all the countries, to‡ Sampsames,
to the Spartans, to Delos, to Myndos, to
Sicyon, to Caria, to Samos, to Pamphylia,
to Lycia, to Halicarnassus, to Rhodes,
to Phaselis, to Cos, to Side, to Aradus,
Gortyna, Cnidus, Cyprus, and Cyrene.

24They alsowrote this copy to Simon the
high priest.

25But King Antiochus encamped against
Dor the second day, bringing his forces up
to it continually, and making engines of
war; and he shut up Tryphon from going
in or out.

26 Simon sent him two thousand chosen
men to fight on his side, with silver, gold,
and instruments of war in abundance.

27He would not receive them, but nulli-
fied all the covenants which he had made
with him before, and was estranged from
him.

28He sent to him Athenobius, one of his
friends,§ to confer with him, saying, “You
hold possession of Joppa, Gazara, and the
citadel that is in Jerusalem, cities of my
kingdom.

29 You have devastated their territory,
and done great harm in the land, and con-
trol of many places inmy kingdom.

30 Now therefore hand over the cities
which you have taken, and the tributes of
the placeswhich you have taken control of
outside of the borders of Judea;

31 or else give me for them five hundred
talents of silver; and for the harm that you
have done, and the tributes of the cities,
another five hundred talents. Otherwise
wewill come and subdue you.”

32 Athenobius, the king’s friend,† came
to Jerusalem. When he saw the glory of
Simon, the cupboard of gold and silver
vessels, and his great attendance, he was
amazed. He reported to him the king’s
words.

33Simon answered, and said to him, “We
have not taken other men’s land nor do
we have possession of that which belongs
to others, but of the inheritance of our fa-
thers. However, it had been in possession
of our enemies wrongfully for a while.

34 But we, having opportunity, firmly
hold the inheritance of our fathers.

35 As for Joppa and Gazara, which you
demand, they did great harm among the
people throughout our country. We will
give one hundred talents for them.”
Athenobius didn’t answer even one

word,
36but returned in a rage to the king, and

reported to him thesewords, and the glory
of Simon, and all that he had seen; and the
king was exceedingly angry.

37 Meanwhile, Tryphon embarked on
board a ship, and fled to Orthosia.

† 15:18 1,000 minas is about 499 kg. or about 1,098 pounds. ‡ 15:23 Some authorities read Sampsaces: the Latin
versions have Lampsacus. § 15:28 See 1Maccabees 2:18. † 15:32 See 1Maccabees 2:18.
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38 The king appointed Cendebaeus chief
captain of the sea coast, and gave him
troops of infantry and cavalry.

39 He commanded him to encamp
against Judea, and he commanded him to
build up Kidron, and to fortify the gates,
and thathe shouldfight against thepeople;
but the king pursued Tryphon.

40 So Cendebaeus came to Jamnia and
began toprovoke thepeople, and to invade
Judea, and to take the people captive and
kill them.

41He built Kidron and stationed cavalry
and infantry there, to the end that going
out theymightmake raids on thehighways
of Judea, as the king had commanded him.

16
1 John went up from Gazara and told

Simon his father what Cendebaeus was
doing.

2 Simon called his two oldest sons, Ju-
das and John, and said to them, “I and
my brothers and my father’s house have
fought the battles of Israel from our youth,
even to this day; and things have pros-
pered in our hands, that we have often
delivered Israel.

3But now I amold, andyoumoreover, by
his mercy, are of a sufficient age. Take the
place ofmeandmybrother, andgoout and
fight for our nation; and let the helpwhich
is from heaven be with you.

4 He chose out of the country twenty
thousand men of war and cavalry, and
theywent against Cendebaeus, and slept at
Modin.

5 Rising up in the morning, they went
into the plain, and, behold, a great army of
infantry and cavalry came to meet them.
There was a brook between them.

6 He encamped near them, he and his
people. He saw that the peoplewere afraid
to pass over the brook, and he passed over
first. When the men saw him, they passed
over after him.

7He divided the people, and placed the
calvary in themidst of the infantry; but the
enemies’ cavalry were exceedingly many.

8 They sounded the trumpets; and
Cendebaeus and his army were put to
flight, and many of them fell wounded to
death, but those who were left fled to the
stronghold.

9At that time Judas, John’s brother, was
wounded; but Johnpursuedafter themun-
til he came to Kidron, which Cendebaeus
had built.

10 They fled to the towers that are in the
fields of Azotus; and he burned it with fire.
About two thousandmenmenof them fell.
Then he returned into Judea in peace.

11 Ptolemy the son of Abubus had been
appointed governor over the plain of Jeri-
cho, and he hadmuch silver and gold;

12 for hewas the high priest’s son-in-law.
13 His heart was lifted up, and he

planned to make himself master of the
country, and he made deceitful plans
against Simon and his sons, to do away
with them.

14Now Simonwas visiting the cities that
were in the country, and attending to their
needs. He went down to Jericho—himself
with Mattathias and Judas his sons—in the
one hundred seventy-seventh year,† in the
eleventhmonth,which is themonth Sebat.

15 The son of Abubus received them de-
ceitfully into the little stronghold that is
called Dok, which he had built, and made
them a great banquet, and hidmen there.

16When Simon and his sons had drunk
freely, Ptolemy and his men rose up, took
their weapons, rushed in against Simon in
the banqueting place, and killed him, his
two sons, and some of his servants.

17 He committed a great iniquity, and
repaid evil for good.

18 Ptolemy wrote these things and sent
to the king, that he should send him forces
to aid him, and should deliver him their
country and the cities.

19 He sent others to Gazara to do away
with John. To the captains of thousands, he
sent letters to come to him, that he might
give them silver, gold, and gifts.

20 He sent others to take possession of
Jerusalem and the temple hill.

† 16:14 circa B.C. 136.
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21 One ran before to Gazara, and told
John that his father and kindred had per-
ished, and he has sent to kill you also.

22 When he heard, he was greatly
shocked. He seized the men who came
to destroy him and killed them; for
he perceived that they were seeking to
destroy him.

23And the rest of the acts of John and of
his wars and of his valiant deeds which he
did, and of the building of the walls which
he built, and of his achievements,

24 behold, they are written in the chron-
icles‡ of his high priesthood, from the time
that he was made high priest after his fa-
ther.

‡ 16:24 Gr. book of days.
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The Second Book of the
Maccabees

The Second Book of theMaccabees is rec-
ognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by
the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and
Russian Orthodox Churches.

1 The kindred, the Jews who are in
Jerusalem and those who are in the coun-
tryof Judea, sendgreetingsandgoodpeace
to the kindred, the Jews who are through-
out Egypt.

2MayGoddogood toyou, andremember
his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, his faithful servants,

3and give you all a heart to worship him
and do his will with a strong heart and a
willing soul.

4MayGodopenyourheart tohis lawand
his statutes, andmake peace,

5 and listen to your requests, and be
reconciled with you, and not forsake you
in an evil time.

6Nowwe are praying for you here.
7 In the reign of Demetrius, in the one

hundred sixty-ninth year, we the Jews
have already written to you in the suffer-
ing and in the distress that has come upon
us in these years, from the time that Jason
and his company revolted from the holy
land and the kingdom,

8 and set the gate on fire, and shed in-
nocent blood. We prayed to the Lord, and
were heard. We offered sacrifices and
meal offerings. We lit the lamps. We set
out the show bread.†

9Now see that you keep the days of the
feast of tabernacles in themonthChislev in
the one hundred eighty-eighth year.

10 The people of Jerusalem and those
who are in Judea, with the senate and
Judas, to Aristobulus, King Ptolemy’s
teacher, who is also of the stock of the
anointed priests, and to the Jews who are
in Egypt, we send greetings and health.

11Having been saved byGod out of great
perils, as men arrayed against a king, we
thank him greatly.

12For he threwout into Persia thosewho
fought against us in the holy city.

13 For when the prince had come there,
withanarmy that seemed irresistible, they
were cut to pieces in the temple of Nanaea
by the treachery of Nanaea’s priests.

14 For Antiochus, on the pretense that
he would marry her, came into the place,
he and his friends who were with him,
that they might take a large part of the
treasures as a dowry.

15Andwhen the priests of Nanaea’s tem-
ple had set the treasures out, and he had
come there with a small company within
thewall of the sacred precinct, they locked
the temple when Antiochus had come in.

16 Opening the secret door of the pan-
elled ceiling, they threw stones and struck
down the prince. They cut him and his
company in pieces, and cut off their heads,
and threw them to the people who were
outside.

17 Blessed be our God in all things, who
handed over those who had committed
impiety.

18 Since we are now about to cele-
brate the purification of the temple in the
month Chislev, on the twenty-fifth day, we
thought it necessary to notify you, so that
you may also keep a feast of tabernacles,
and remember the fire which was given
when Nehemiah offered sacrifices, after
he had built both the temple and the altar.

19 For indeed when our fathers were
about to be led into the land of Persia, the
godly priests of that time took some of the
fire of the altar, and hid it secretly in the
hollow of a well that was without water,
where they made sure that the place was
unknown to anyone.

20Nowaftermanyyears,when itpleased
God, Nehemiah, having received a charge
from the king of Persia, sent in quest of the
fire the descendants of the priests who hid
it. When they declared to us that they had
found no fire, but thick liquid,

21he commanded them to draw some of
it out and bring it to him. When the sac-
rifices had been offered, Nehemiah com-
manded the priests to sprinkle with that

† 1:8 Gr. loaves
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liquid both thewood and the things laid on
it.

22 When that was done and some time
had passed, and the sun shone out, which
before was hidden with clouds, a great
blaze was kindled, so that all men mar-
veled.

23 The priests made a prayer while the
sacrifice was being consumed—both the
priests andall theothers. Jonathan ledand
the rest responded, as Nehemiah did.

24 The prayer was like this: “O Lord,
LordGod, theCreator of all things,whoare
awesome, strong, righteous, and merciful,
who alone are King and gracious,

25 who alone supply every need, who
alone are righteous, almighty, and eternal,
you who save Israel out of all evil, who
chose the ancestors and sanctified them,

26accept the sacrifice for all your people
Israel, andpreserveyourownportion, and
consecrate it.

27Gather together our scattered people,
set at liberty those who are in bondage
among the heathen, look upon those who
are despised and abhorred, and let the
heathen know that you are our God.

28 Punish those who oppress us and in
arrogance shamefully entreat us.

29 Plant your people in your holy place,
even as Moses said.”

30Then the priests sang the hymns.
31As soonas the sacrificewas consumed,

then Nehemiah commanded that the rest
of the liquid be poured on large stones.

32When this was done, a flame was kin-
dled; but when the light from the altar
shone back, it went out.

33When the matter became known, and
it was told the king of the Persians that, in
the place where the priests who were led
away had hid the fire, the liquid appeared
whichNehemiahand thosewhowerewith
him purified the sacrifice,

34 then the king enclosed the place and
made it sacred after he had investigated
thematter.

35 When the king would show favor to
any, he would exchange many presents
and give them some of this liquid.

36 Nehemiah and those who were with
him called this thing “Nephthar”, which
is by interpretation, “Cleansing”; but most
men call it Nephthai.

2
1 It is also found in the records that

Jeremiah the prophet commanded those
whowere carried away to take some of the
fire, as has beenmentioned,

2 and how that the prophet charged
those who were carried away, having
given them the law, that they should not
forget the statutes of the Lord or be led
astray in their minds when they saw im-
ages of gold and silver, and their adorn-
ment.

3 With other such words exhorted he
them, that the law should not depart from
their hearts.

4 It was in the writing that the prophet,
being warned by God, commanded that
the tabernacle and the ark should follow
with him,†when he went out to the moun-
tain where Moses had gone up and saw
God’s inheritance.

5 Jeremiah came and found a cave, he
brought the tabernacle, the ark, and the
altar of incense into it; then he sealed the
entrance.

6 Some of those who followed with him
came there that they might mark the way,
and could not find it.

7But when Jeremiah learned about that,
he rebuked them, saying, “The place shall
be unknown until God gathers the people
together again and showsmercy.

8 Then the Lord will disclose these
things, and the glory of the Lord shall be
seen with the cloud, as it was also shown
to Moses, also as Solomon implored that
the place might be consecrated greatly,

9and itwas also declared that he, having
wisdom, offered a sacrifice of dedication,
and of the finishing of the temple.

10 As Moses prayed to the Lord and fire
came down out of heaven and consumed
the sacrifice, even so Solomon also prayed,
and the fire came down and consumed the
burnt offerings.

† 2:4 Gr. andwhen. The Greek text here is probably corrupt. ‡ 2:11 See Leviticus 10:16 and 9:24.
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11 ‡Moses said, ‘Because the sin offering
had not been eaten, it was consumed in
like manner.’

12 Likewise Solomon kept the eight
days.”

13 The same things were reported both
in the public archives and in Nehemiah’s
records, and also how he, founding a li-
brary, gathered together the books about
the kings and prophets, and the writings
of David, and letters of kings about sacred
gifts.

14 In like manner Judas also gathered
together for us all those books that had
been scattered by reason of the war, and
they are still with us.

15 If therefore you have need of them,
send some people to bring them to you.

16 Seeing then that we are about to cele-
brate thepurification,wewrite to you. You
will therefore do well if you celebrate the
days.

17 Now God, who saved all his people,
and restored the heritage to all, with the
kingdom, the priesthood, and the conse-
cration,

18evenashepromised through the law—
in God have we hope, that he will soon
have mercy upon us, and gather us to-
gether out of everywhere under heaven
into his holy place; for he delivered us out
of great evils, and purified the place.

———————
19Now the things concerning JudasMac-

cabaeus and his brothers, the purification
of the greatest temple, the dedication of
the altar,

20 and further the wars against Anti-
ochus Epiphanes and Eupator his son,

21 and the manifestations that came
fromheaven to thosewho fought with one
another in brave deeds for the religion of
the Jews; so that, being but a few, they
seized the whole country, chased the bar-
barous multitudes,

22recovered again the temple renowned
all the world over, freed the city, and re-
stored the laws which were about to be

overthrown, seeing the Lord became gra-
cious to themwith all kindness.

23 These things which have been de-
clared by Jason of Cyrene in five books, we
will attempt to abridge in one book.

24 For having in view the confused mass
of the numbers, and the§ difficulty which
awaits those who would enter into the
narratives of the history, by reason of the
abundance of thematter,

25wewere careful that thosewhochoose
to read may be attracted, and that those
whowish uswell may find it easy to recall,
and that all readers may benefit.

26Although to us, who have taken upon
ourselves the painful labor of the abridge-
ment, the task is not easy, but a matter of
sweat and sleeplessness,

27 even as it is no light thing to him who
prepares a banquet, and seeks the benefit
of others. Nevertheless, for the sake of
the gratitude of the many we will gladly
endure the painful labor,

28 leaving to the historian the exact han-
dling of every particular, and again having
no strength to fill in the outlines of our
abridgement.

29 For as the masterbuilder of a new
house must care for the whole structure,
and again he who undertakes to decorate
and paint it must seek out the things fit for
its adorning; even so I think it is also with
us.

30 To occupy the ground, and to indulge
in long discussions, and to be curious in
particulars, is fitting for the first author of
the history;

31 but to strive after brevity of expres-
sion, and to avoid a labored fullness in
the treatment, is to be granted to him who
would bring a writing into a new form.

32 Here then let’s begin the narration,
only adding this much to that which has
already been said; for it is a foolish thing
tomake a long prologue to the history, and
to abridge the history itself.

3
1When the holy city was inhabited with

unbroken peace and the laws were kept
§ 2:24Or, weariness
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verywell because of the godliness of Onias
the high priest and his hatred of wicked-
ness,

2 it came to pass that even the kings
themselves honored the place and glori-
fied the temple with the noblest presents,

3 so that even King Seleucus of Asia bore
all the costs belonging to the services of the
sacrifices out of his own revenues.

4But a man named Simon of the tribe of
Benjamin, having been made guardian of
the temple, disagreed with the high priest
about the ruling of themarket in the city.

5When he couldn’t overcome Onias, he
went to Apollonius of †Tarsus, who at
that time was governor of Coelesyria and
Phoenicia.

6 He brought him word how that the
treasury in Jerusalem was full of untold
sums of money, so that the multitude of
the funds was innumerable, and that they
didn’t pertain to the account of the sacri-
fices, but that it was possible that these
should fall under the king’s power.

7 When Apollonius met the king, he in-
formed him of the money about which
he had been told. So the king appointed
Heliodorus, who was his chancellor, and
sent him with a command to accomplish
the removal of the reportedmoney.

8 So Heliodorus set out on his journey
at once, ostensibly to visit the cities of
Coelesyria and Phoenicia, but in fact to
execute the king’s purpose.

9 When he had come to Jerusalem and
had been courteously received by the high
priest of the city, he told him about the
information which had been given, and
declared why he had come; and he in-
quired if in truth these things were so.

10 The high priest explained to him that
therewere in the treasury deposits of wid-
ows and orphans,

11andmoreover somemoney belonging
to Hyrcanus the son of Tobias, a man in
very high place, not as that impious Si-
mon falsely alleged; and that in all there
were four hundred talents of silver and
two hundred of gold,

12 and that it was altogether impossible
that wrong should be done to those who
had put trust in the holiness of the place,
and in the majesty and inviolable sanctity
of the temple, honored over all the world.

13 But Heliodorus, because of the king’s
command given him, said that in any case
this money must be confiscated for the
king’s treasury.

14 So having appointed a day, he entered
in to direct the inquiry concerning these
matters; and there was no small distress
throughout the whole city.

15 The priests, prostrating themselves
before the altar in their priestly garments,
and called toward heaven upon him who
gave the law concerning deposits, that he
should preserve these treasures safe for
those who had deposited them.

16 Whoever saw the appearance of the
high priest was wounded in mind; for his
countenance and the change of his color
betrayed the distress of his soul.

17 For a terror and a shuddering of the
body had come over the man, by which
the pain that was in his heart was plainly
shown to those who looked at him.

18Those who were in the houses rushed
out in crowds to make a universal sup-
plication, because the place was about to
come into dishonor.

19 The women, girded with sackcloth
under their breasts, thronged the streets.
The virgins who were kept indoors ran
together, some to the gates, others to the
walls, and some looked out through the
windows.

20All, stretching out their hands toward
heaven, made their solemn supplication.

21Then itwas pitiful to see themultitude
prostrating themselves all mixed together,
and the anxiety of the high priest in his
great distress.

22While therefore they called upon the
AlmightyLord tokeep the things entrusted
to them ‡ safeandsecure for thosewhohad
entrusted them,

23 Heliodorus went on to execute that
which had been decreed.

† 3:5 Greek Thraseas ‡ 3:22 Gr. safe with all security.
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24 But when he was already present
there with his guards near the treasury,
the Sovereign of spirits and of all author-
ity caused a great manifestation, so that
all who had presumed to come with him,
stricken with dismay at the power of God,
fainted in terror.

25 For they saw a horse with a fright-
ening rider, adorned with beautiful trap-
pings, and he rushed fiercely and struck
at Heliodorus with his forefeet. It seemed
like he who sat on the horse had complete
armor of gold.

26 Two others also appeared to him,
young men notable in their strength, and
beautiful in their glory, and splendid in
their apparel, who stood by him on either
side, and scourged him unceasingly, in-
flicting on himmany sore stripes.

27 When he had fallen suddenly to the
ground, andgreat darkness had comeover
him, his guards pickedhimupandput him
on a stretcher,

28 and carried him—this man who had
just now entered with a great retinue and
all his guard into the aforesaid treasury,
himself now brought to utter helpless-
ness, manifestly made to recognize the
sovereignty of God.

29 So, while he, through the working of
God, speechless and bereft of all hope and
deliverance, lay prostrate,

30 they blessed the Lord who acted mar-
velously for his own place. The temple,
which a little before was full of terror and
alarm, was filled with joy and gladness
after the Almighty Lord appeared.

31 But quickly some of Heliodorus’s fa-
miliar friends implored Onias to call upon
the Most High to grant life to him who lay
quite at the last gasp.

32 The high priest, secretly fearing lest
the king might come to think that some
treachery toward Heliodorus had been
perpetrated by the Jews, brought a sacri-
fice for the recovery of theman.

33But as the high priest was making the
atoning sacrifice, the same young men ap-

peared again to Heliodorus, arrayed in the
samegarments. They stoodand said, “Give
Onias the high priest great thanks, for for
his sake the Lord has granted you life.

34 See that you, since you have been
scourged fromheaven, proclaimtoallmen
the sovereign majesty of God.” When they
hadspoken thesewords, theyvanishedout
of sight.

35 So Heliodorus, having offered a sac-
rifice to the Lord and vowed §great vows
to him who had saved his life, and having
bidden Onias farewell, returned with his
army to the king.

36He testified to allmen theworks of the
greatest God, which he had seen with his
eyes.

37When the king askedHeliodoruswhat
sort ofmanwasfit tobe sent yet onceagain
to Jerusalem, he said,

38 “If you have any enemyor conspirator
against the state, send him there, and you
will receive him back well scourged, if he
even escapes with his life; because truly
there is some power of God in that place.

39For hewho has his dwelling in heaven
himself has his eyes on that place and
helps it. Those who come to hurt it, he
strikes and destroys.”

40Thiswas the history ofHeliodorus and
the keeping of the treasury.

4
1The previously mentioned Simon, who

had given information about the money
against his country, slandered Onias, say-
ing that it was he who had incited He-
liodorus and had been the real cause of
these evils.

2 He dared to call him a conspirator
against the state who was actually the
benefactor of the city, the guardian of his
fellow countrymen, and a zealot for the
laws.

3 When his hatred grew so great that
even murders were perpetrated through
one of Simon’s approved agents,

4 Onias, seeing the danger of the con-
tention, and that †Apollonius the son of

§ 3:35 Gr. greatest. † 4:4 Compare 2 Maccabees 4:21. See also 2 Maccabees 3:5. The Greek as commonly read
means Apollonius, as being the governor...Phoenicia, did rage, and increase etc.
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Menestheus, the governor of Coelesyria
and Phoenicia, was increasing Simon’s
malice,

5 appealed to the king, not to be an ac-
cuser of his fellow-citizens, but looking to
the good of all the‡ people, both public and
private;

6 for he saw that without the king’s in-
volvement it was impossible for the state
to obtain peace any more, and that Simon
would not cease from his madness.

7When Seleucus was deceased, and An-
tiochus, who was called Epiphanes, suc-
ceeded to the kingdom, Jason the brother
ofOnias supplantedhis brother in thehigh
priesthood,

8having promised to the king at an audi-
ence three hundred sixty talents of silver,
and out of another fund eighty talents.

9 In addition to this, he undertook to as-
sign one hundred fifty more, if it might be
allowed him §through the king’s authority
to set him up a gymnasium and a body of
youths to be trained in it, and to register
the inhabitants of Jerusalem as citizens of
Antioch.

10 When the king had assented, and Ja-
son had taken possession of the office, he
immediately shifted those of his own race
to the Greek way of life.

11 Setting aside the royal ordinances of
special favor to the Jews, granted by the
means of John the father of Eupolemus,
who went on the mission to the Romans
to establish friendship and alliance, and
seeking to overthrow the lawful ways of
living, he brought in new customs forbid-
den by the law.

12 For he eagerly established a gymna-
sium under the citadel itself, and caused
the noblest of the young men to wear the
Greek hat.

13 Thus there was an extreme of hell-
enization, and an advance of a foreign re-
ligion, by reason of the exceeding profane-
ness of Jason, who was an ungodly man
and not a high priest;

14 so that the priests had no more any
zeal for the servicesof thealtar; butdespis-

ing the sanctuary and neglecting the sac-
rifices, they hastened to enjoy that which
was unlawfully provided in the wrestling
arena, after the summons to the discus-
throwing.

15 They despised the honors of their
fathers, and valued the prestige of the
Greeks best of all.

16 For this reason, severe calamity over-
took them. The men whose ways of living
they earnestly followed, and towhom they
desired to be made like in all things, these
became their enemies and punished them.

17For it is not a light thing to show irrev-
erence to God’s laws, but later events will
make this clear.

18 Now when certain games that came
every fifth year were kept at Tyre, and the
king was present,

19 the vile Jason sent sacred envoys,† as
being Antiochians of Jerusalem, bearing
three hundred drachmas of silver to the
sacrifice of Hercules, which even the bear-
ers thereof thought not right to use for
any sacrifice, because it was not fit, but to
spend it for another purpose.

20Although the intended purpose of the
sender this money was for the sacrifice
of Hercules, yet on account of ‡present
circumstances it went to the construction
of triremewarships.

21 Now when Apollonius the son of
Menestheus was sent into Egypt for the
§ enthronement of Philometor as king,
Antiochus, learning that Philometor had
shown himself hostile toward the govern-
ment, took precautions for the security of
his realm. Therefore, going to Joppa, he
travelled on to Jerusalem.

22 Being magnificently received by Ja-
son and the city, he was brought in with
torches and shouting. Then he led his
army down into Phoenicia.

23Nowafter a space of three years, Jason
sent Menelaus, the previously mentioned
Simon’s brother, to carry the money to
the king, and to make reports concerning
some necessarymatters.

‡ 4:5 Gr. multitude. § 4:9 Gr. through his. † 4:19 See ver. 9. ‡ 4:20 Some authorities read the bearers.
§ 4:21 The exact meaning of the Greek word is uncertain.
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24 But he being commended to the king,
and having been glorified by the display of
his authority, secured the high priesthood
forhimself, outbidding Jasonby threehun-
dred talents of silver.

25After receiving the royalmandates, he
returned bringing nothing worthy of the
high priesthood, but having the passion
of a cruel tyrant and the rage of a savage
animal.

26So Jason, who had supplanted his own
brother, was supplanted by another and
driven as a fugitive into the country of the
Ammonites,

27Menelaus had possession of the office;
but of the money that had been promised
to the king nothing was regularly paid,
even though Sostratus the governor of the
citadel demanded it—

28 for his job was the gathering of the
revenues—so they were both called by the
king to his presence.

29 Menelaus left his own brother Lysi-
machus for his† deputy in the high priest-
hood; and Sostratus left Crates, who was
over the Cyprians.

30Nowwhile this was the state of things,
it came to pass that the people of Tarsus
and Mallus revolted because they were
to be given as a present to Antiochis, the
king’s concubine.

31 The king therefore quickly came to
settle matters, leaving for his ‡deputy An-
dronicus, a man of high rank.

32ThenMenelaus, supposing that hehad
gotten a favorable opportunity, presented
to Andronicus certain vessels of gold be-
longing to the temple, whichhehad stolen.
He had already sold others into Tyre and
the neighboring cities.

33 When Onias had sure knowledge of
this, he sharply reproved him, having
withdrawn himself into a sanctuary at
Daphne, that lies by Antioch.

34 Therefore Menelaus, taking Androni-
cus aside, asked him to kill Onias. Com-
ing to Onias, and being persuaded to use
treachery, and being received as a friend,
Andronicus gave him his right hand with
oaths and, though he was suspicious, per-

suaded him to come out of the sanctuary.
Then, with no regard for justice, he imme-
diately put him to death.

35 For this reason not only Jews, but
many also of the other nations, had indig-
nation and displeasure at the unjust mur-
der of theman.

36 And when the king had come back
from the places in Cilicia, the Jews who
were in the city appealed to him against
Andronicus (the Greeks also joining with
them in hatred of the wickedness), urging
that Onias had been wrongfully slain.

37 Antiochus therefore was heartily
sorry, and was moved to pity, and wept,
because of the sober and well ordered life
of himwhowas dead.

38 Being inflamed with anger, he imme-
diately stripped off Andronicus’s purple
robe, and tore off his under garments, and
when he had led him round through the
whole city to that very place where he
had committed the outrage against Onias,
there he put the murderer out of the way,
the Lord rendering to him the punishment
he had deserved.

39Now when many sacrileges had been
committed in the city by Lysimachus with
the consent of Menelaus, and when the
report of them had spread abroad outside,
the people gathered themselves together
against Lysimachus, after many vessels of
gold had already been stolen.

40 When the multitudes were rising
against him and were filled with anger,
Lysimachus armed about three thousand
men, andwithunrighteousviolencebegan
the attack under the leadership ofHauran,
a man far gone in years and no less also in
folly.

41Butwhen theyperceived the assault of
Lysimachus, some caught up stones, oth-
ers logs of wood, and some took handfuls
of the ashes that lay near, and they flung
them all in wild confusion at Lysimachus
and those whowere with him.

42 As a result, they wounded many of
them, they killed some, and they forced
the rest of them to flee, but the author of
the sacrilege himself they killed beside the

† 4:29 Gr. successor. ‡ 4:31 Gr. successor.
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treasury.
43But about these matters, there was an

accusation laid against Menelaus.
44When the king had come to Tyre, the

three men who were sent by the senate
pleaded the cause before him.

45But Menelaus, seeing himself now de-
feated, promised much money to Ptolemy
the son of Dorymenes, that he might win
over the king.

46 Therefore Ptolemy taking the king
aside into a cloister, as if to get some fresh
air, convinced him to change his mind.

47 He who was the cause of all the
evil, Menelaus, he discharged from the
accusations; but these hapless men, who,
if they had pleaded even before Scythi-
ans, would have been discharged uncon-
demned, them he sentenced to death.

48 Those who were spokesmen for the
city and the families of Israel and the
holy vessels soon suffered that unrigh-
teous penalty.

49 Therefore even certain Tyrians,
moved with hatred of the wickedness,
providedmagnificently for their burial.

50 But Menelaus, through the covetous
dealings of those who were in power,
remained still in his office, growing in
wickedness, establishedas a great conspir-
ator against his fellow-citizens.

5
1 Now about this time Antiochus made

his second invasion into Egypt.
2 It happened that throughout all the

city, for almost forty days, cavalry ap-
peared in the midst of the sky in swift
motion, wearing robes woven with gold
and carrying spears, equippedwith troops
for battle—

3 drawing swords, squadrons of cav-
alry in array, encounters and pursuits of
both armies, shaking shields, multitudes
of lances, throwing of missiles, flashing of
golden trappings, and putting on all sorts
of armor.

4 Therefore everyone prayed that the
manifestation might have been given for
good.

5 When a false rumor had arisen that
Antiochus was dead, Jason took not less
than a thousand men, and suddenly made
an assault upon the city. When those
who were on the wall were being routed,
and the city was at length nearly taken,
Menelaus took refuge in the citadel.

6But Jason slaughtered his own citizens
without mercy, not considering that good
success against kinsmen is the greatest
misfortune, but supposing himself to be
setting up trophies over enemies, and not
over fellow-countrymen.

7 He didn’t win control of the govern-
ment, but receiving shame as the result of
his conspiracy, he fled again as a fugitive
into the country of the Ammonites.

8 At last therefore he met with a miser-
able end. Having been imprisoned at the
court of Aretas the prince of the Arabians,
fleeing from city to city, pursued by all
men, hated as a rebel against the laws, and
abhorred as the executioner of his country
and his fellow citizens, he was cast ashore
in Egypt.

9 He who had driven many from their
own country into exile perished in exile,
having crossed the sea to the Lacedaemo-
nians, hoping to find shelter there because
they were† near of kin.

10 He who had thrown out a multitude
unburied had none to mourn for him. He
didn’t have any funeral at all and no place
in the tomb of his ancestors.

11Nowwhen news came to the king con-
cerning that which was done, he thought
that Judea was in revolt. So, setting out
from Egypt in a rage, he took the city by
force of weapons,

12 and commanded his soldiers to cut
down without mercy those who came in
their way, and to kill those who went into
their houses.

13 Then there was killing of young and
old, destruction of boys, women, and chil-
dren, and slaying of virgins and infants.

14 In a total of three days, eighty thou-
sand were destroyed, of which forty thou-
sand were slain in close combat, and no
fewer were sold into slavery than slain.

† 5:9 See 1Maccabees 12:7.
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15Not content with this, he presumed to
enter into the most holy temple of all the
earth, havingMenelaus for his guide (who
had proved himself a traitor both to the
laws and to his country),

16even taking the sacred vesselswith his
polluted hands, and dragging down with
his profane hands the offerings that had
been dedicated by other kings to enhance
the glory and honor of the place.

17 Antiochus was lifted up in mind, not
seeing thatbecauseof the sinsof thosewho
lived in the city the Sovereign Lord had
been provoked to anger a little while, and
therefore his eye was turned away from
the place.

18 But had it not been so that they
were already bound by many sins, this
man, even as Heliodorus who was sent by
King Seleucus to view the treasury, would,
as soon as he came forward, have been
scourged and turned back from his daring
deed.

19 However the Lord didn’t choose the
nation for theplace’s sake, but theplace for
the nation’s sake.

20 Therefore also the place itself, having
shared in the calamities that happened to
the nation, did afterward share in its ben-
efits; and the place which was forsaken in
the wrath of the Almighty was, at the rec-
onciliationof the great Sovereign, restored
again with all glory.

21 As for Antiochus, when he had car-
ried away out of the temple one thousand
eight hundred talents, he hurried away to
Antioch, thinking in his arrogance that he
could sail on land and walk on the sea,
because his heart was lifted up.

22 Moreover he left governors to afflict
the race: at Jerusalem, Philip, by race
a Phrygian, and in character more bar-
barous than himwho set him there;

23 and at Gerizim, Andronicus; and be-
sides these, Menelaus, who worse than all
the rest, exalted himself against his fellow-
citizens. Having amaliciousmind‡ toward
the Jews§ whom he hadmade his citizens,

24 he sent that† lord of pollutions Apol-
lonius with an army of twenty-two thou-
sand, commanding him to kill all those
whowereof full age, and to sell thewomen
and the boys as slaves.

25He came to Jerusalem, and pretending
to be a man of peace, waited till the holy
day of the Sabbath, and finding the Jews at
rest fromwork, he commanded hismen to
parade fully armed.

26 He put to the sword all those who
cameout to the spectacle. Running into the
city with the armed men, he killed great
multitudes.

27 But Judas, who is also called Mac-
cabaeus,withaboutnineothers,withdrew
himself, and with his company kept him-
self alive in the mountains like wild ani-
mals do. They continued feeding on what
grew wild, that they might not be partak-
ers of the defilement.

6
1Not long after this, the king sent out †an

old man of Athens to compel the Jews to
depart from the laws of their fathers and
not to live by the laws of God,

2 and also to pollute the sanctuary in
Jerusalem and to call it by the name of
OlympianZeus, and tocall the sanctuary in
Gerizim by the name of Zeus the Protector
of foreigners, even as the peoplewho lived
in that place did.

3Thevisitationof this evilwasharshand
utterly grievous.

4For the templewasfilledwith debauch-
ery and reveling by the heathen,who ‡dal-
lied with prostitutes, and had intercourse
with women within the sacred precincts,
and moreover brought inside things that
were not appropriate.

5 The altar was filled with those abom-
inable things which had been prohibited
by the laws.

6Aman could neither keep the Sabbath,
nor observe the feasts of their ancestors,
nor somuch as confess himself to be a Jew.

‡ 5:23Someauthorities read toward the Jews, he sent. TheGreek text of this sentence isuncertain. § 5:23Compare
2 Maccabees 4:9, 19; 9:19. † 5:24 Gr. Μυσάρχην,which also maymean ruler of theMysians. † 6:1 Or, Geron an
Athenian ‡ 6:4Or, idled with their fellows
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7 On the day of the king’s birth every
month, they were led along with bitter
constraint to eat of the sacrifices. When
the feast of Dionysia came, theywere com-
pelled to go in procession in honor of
Dionysus, wearing wreaths of ivy.

8 A decree went out to the neighboring
Greek cities, by the suggestion of Ptolemy,
that they should observe the same conduct
against the Jews, and should make them
eat of the sacrifices,

9 and that they should kill those who
didn’t choose to go over to the Greek rites.
So the present misery was for all to see.

10 For example, two women were
brought in for having circumcised their
children. These, when they had led them
publicly around the city with the babes
hung from their breasts, they threw down
headlong from the wall.

11Others who had run together into the
caves nearby to keep the seventh day se-
cretly,were betrayed to Philip andwere all
burned together, because their piety kept
them from defending themselves, in view
of the honor of that most solemn day.

12 I urge those who read this book to
not be discouraged because of the calami-
ties, but recognize that these punishments
were not for the destruction, but for the
chastening of our race.

13 For indeed it is a sign of great kind-
ness that those who act impiously are not
let alone for a long time, but immediately
meet with retribution.

14For in the case of the other nations, the
Sovereign Lord waits patiently to punish
them until they have attained to the full
measure of their sins; but not with us,

15 that he may not take vengeance on us
afterward,§ when we have come to the†
height of our sins.

16 Therefore he never withdraws his
mercy from us; but though he chastens
with calamity, he doesn’t forsake his own
people.

17 However let this that we have spo-
ken suffice to remind you; but after a few

words, wemust come to the narrative.
18Eleazar, one of the principal scribes, a

man already well advanced in years, and
of a noble countenance, was compelled to
open his mouth to eat swine’s flesh.

19 But he, welcoming death with honor
rather than lifewith defilement, advanced
of his own accord to the instrument of
torture, but first spat out the flesh,

20asmenought to comewhoareresolute
to repel such things as not even for the
natural love of life is it lawful to taste.

21 But those who had the charge of that
forbidden sacrificial feast took the man
aside, for the acquaintance which of old
times they had with him, and privately
implored him to bring flesh of his own
providing, such as was proper for him to
use, and to make as if he did eat of the
flesh from the sacrifice, as had been com-
manded by the king;

22 that by so doing hemight be delivered
from death, and so his ancient friendship
with themmight be treated kindly.

23 But he, having formed a high resolve,
and one that became his years, the dignity
of old age, and the gray hairs‡ which he
had reached with honor, and his excel-
lent§ education from a child, or rather the
holy laws† of God’s ordaining, declared his
mind accordingly, bidding them to quickly
send him to Hades.

24“For it doesn’t becomeour years to dis-
semble,” he said, “that many of the young
should suppose that Eleazar, the man of
ninety years, had gone over to an alien
religion;

25 and so they, by reason of my decep-
tion, and for the sake of this brief and mo-
mentary life, would be led astray because
of me, and I defile and disgrace myself in
my old age.

26Foreven if for thepresent time Iwould
remove from me the punishment of men,
yet whether I live or die, I wouldn’t escape
the hands of the Almighty.

27Therefore, by bravely partingwithmy
life now, I will show myself worthy of my

§ 6:15Or,when our sins have come to their height † 6:15 Gr. end. ‡ 6:23 The Greek text appears to be corrupt.
§ 6:23 Some authorities readmanner of life. † 6:23 Gr. legislation. ‡ 6:28 Gr. one that has left behind.
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old age,
28 and ‡leave behind a noble example

to the young to die willingly and nobly a
glorious death for the revered and holy
laws.”
When he had said these words, he went

immediately to the instrument of torture.
29 § When they changed the good will

they bore toward him a little before into
ill will because these words of his were, as
they thought, sheer madness,

30 and when he was at the point to die
with the† blows, he groaned aloud and
said, “To theLord,whohas theholy knowl-
edge, it ismanifest that, while Imight have
been delivered from death, I endure se-
vere pains in my body by being scourged;
but in soul I gladly suffer these things be-
cause of my fear of him.”

31 So this man also died like this, leaving
his death for an example of nobleness and
amemorial of virtue, not only to the young
but also to the great body of his nation.

7
1 It came to pass that seven brothers

and their mother were at the king’s com-
mand taken and shamefully handled with
scourges and cords, to compel them to
taste of the abominable swine’s flesh.

2 One of them made himself the
spokesmanand said, “Whatwould you ask
and learn from us? For we are ready to
die rather than transgress the laws of our
ancestors.”

3 The king fell into a rage, and com-
manded that pans and caldrons be heated.

4When these were immediately heated,
he gave orders to cut out the tongue of
him who had been their spokesman, and
to scalp him, and to cut off his extremi-
ties, with the rest of his brothers and his
mother looking on.

5Andwhen he was utterly†maimed, the
king gave orders to bring him to the fire,
being yet alive, and to fry him in the pan.
And as the smoke from the pan spread far,
they and their mother also exhorted one
another to die nobly, saying this:

6 “The Lord God sees, and in truth is‡
entreated for us, as Moses declared in §his
song, which witnesses against the people
to their faces, saying, ‘And he will have
compassion on his servants.’ ”

7 And when the first had died like this,
they brought the second to the mocking;
and they pulled off the skin of his head
with the hair and asked him, “Will you
eat, before your body is punished in every
limb?”

8But he answered in the language of his
ancestors and said to them, “No.” There-
fore he also underwent the next torture in
succession, as the first had done.

9When he was at the last gasp, he said,
“You, miscreant, release us out of this
present life, but the King of the world will
raiseuswhohavedied forhis lawsup toan
everlasting renewal of life.”

10 After him, the third was made a vic-
tim of their mocking. When he was re-
quired, he quickly put out his tongue, and
stretched out his hands courageously,

11 and nobly said, “I got these from
heaven. For his laws’ sake I treat these
with contempt. From him, I hope to re-
ceive these back again.”

12As a result, the king himself and those
who were with him were astonished at
the young man’s soul, for he regarded the
pains as nothing.

13 When he too was dead, they shame-
fully handled and tortured the fourth in
the sameway.

14 Being near to death he said this: “It is
good to die at the hands of men and look
for the hopewhich is given byGod, thatwe
will be raised up again by him. For as for
you, you will have no resurrection to life.”

15Next after him, they brought the fifth
and shamefully handled him.

16 But he looked toward †the king and
said, “Because you have authority among
men, though you are corruptible, you do
what you please. But don’t think that our
race has been forsaken by God.

§ 6:29 The Greek text of this verse is uncertain. † 6:30 Or, blows † 7:5 Gr. useless. ‡ 7:6 Or, comforted in
§ 7:6 See Deuteronomy 31:21 and 32:36. † 7:16 Gr. him.
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17But hold on to yourways, and see how
his sovereignmajesty will torture you and
your descendants!”

18 After him they brought the sixth.
When he was about to die, he said, “Don’t
be vainly deceived, for we suffer these
things for our own doings, as sinning
against our own God. Astounding things
have come to pass;

19 but don’t think you that you will be
unpunished, having tried to fight against
God!”

20 But above all, the mother was mar-
velous and worthy of honorable memory;
for when she watched seven sons perish-
ing within the space of one day, she bore
the sight with a good courage because of
her hope in the Lord.

21 She exhorted each one of them in
the language of their fathers, filled with a
noble spirit and stirring up her woman’s
thoughts with manly courage, saying to
them,

22 “I don’t know how you came into my
womb. It wasn’t I who gave you your
‡spirit and your life. It wasn’t I who
brought into order the first elements of
each one of you.

23 Therefore the Creator of the world,
who shaped the first origin ofman and de-
vised the first origin of all things, in mercy
gives back to you again both your §spirit
and your life, as you now treat yourselves
with contempt for his laws’ sake.”

24 But Antiochus, thinking himself to be
despised, and suspecting the reproachful
voice, while the youngest was yet alive
didn’t only make his appeal to him by
words, but also at the same time promised
with oaths that he would enrich him and†
raise him to high honor if he would turn
from theways of his ancestors, and that he
would take him for his ‡friend and entrust
himwith public affairs.

25 But when the young man would in
no way listen, the king called to him his
mother, and urged her to advise the youth
to save himself.

26 When he had urged her with many
words, she undertook to persuade her son.

27But bending toward him, laughing the
cruel tyrant to scorn, she spoke this in the
languageofher fathers: “Myson, havepity
upon me who carried you nine months in
my womb, and nursed you three years,
and nourished and brought you up to this
age, and sustained you.

28 I beg you, my child, to lift your eyes to
the sky and the earth, and to see all things
that are in it, and thus to recognize that
God made them not of things that were,
and that the race ofmen in this way comes
into being.

29 Don’t be afraid of this butcher, but,
proving yourself worthy of your brothers,
accept your death, that in God’s mercy I
may receive you again with your broth-
ers.”

30But before she had finished speaking,
the young man said, “What are you all
waiting for? I don’t obey the command-
ment of the king, but I listen to the com-
mandment of the law thatwas given to our
fathers throughMoses.

31 But you, who have devised all kinds
of evil against the Hebrews, will in no way
escape God’s hands.

32 For we are suffering because of our
own sins.

33 If for rebuke and chastening, our liv-
ing Lord has been angered a little while,
yet he will again be reconciled with his
own servants.

34But you, O unholyman and of all most
vile, don’t be vainly lifted up in your wild
pride with uncertain hopes, raising your
hand against the heavenly children.

35For you have not yet escaped the judg-
ment of the Almighty God who sees all
things.

36 For these our brothers, having en-
dured a § short pain that brings ever-
lasting life, have now † died under God’s
covenant. But you, through God’s judg-
ment, will receive in just measure the

‡ 7:22 Or, breath § 7:23 Or, breath † 7:24 Gr. make him one that is counted happy. ‡ 7:24 See 2 Maccabees
8:9. § 7:36 Gr. short pain of ever-flowing life. † 7:36 Gr. fallen. By the omission of one Greek letter the words
would signify having endured a short pain, have now drunk of ever-flowing life under God’s covenant.
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penalties of your arrogance.
37 But I, as my brothers, give up both

body and soul for the laws of our fathers,
calling upon God that he may speedily be-
come ‡gracious to the nation, and that you,
amidst trials andplagues,mayconfess that
he alone is God,

38 and that in me and my brothers §
you may bring to an end the wrath of the
Almighty which has been justly brought
upon our whole race.”

39 But the king, falling into a rage, han-
dled him worse than all the rest, being
exasperated at his mocking.

40So he also died pure, putting hiswhole
trust in the Lord.

41 Last of all, after her sons, the mother
died.

42 Let it then suffice to have said thus
much concerning the sacrificial feasts and
the extreme tortures.

8
1 But Judas, who is also called Mac-

cabaeus, and those who were with him,
making theirway secretly into the villages,
called together their kindred. Enlisting
those who had continued in the Jews’ re-
ligion, they gathered together about six
thousand.

2 They called upon the Lord to look at
the peoplewhowere oppressed by all, and
to have compassion on the sanctuary that
had been profaned by the ungodly men,

3 and to have pity on the city that was
suffering ruin and ready to be leveled to
the ground, and to listen to the blood that
cried out to him,

4 and to remember the lawless destruc-
tion of the innocent infants, and concern-
ing the blasphemies that had been com-
mitted against his name, and to show his
hatred of wickedness.

5WhenMaccabaeushad trainedhismen
for service, the heathen at once found him
irresistible, for the wrath of the Lord was
turned into mercy.

6 †Comingwithoutwarning, he set fire to
cities and villages. And in winning back

the most important positions, putting to
flight no small number of the enemies,

7 he especially took advantage of the
nights for such assaults. His courage was
loudly talked of everywhere.

8 But when Philip saw the man gain-
ing ground little by little, and increasing
more and more in his success, he wrote
to Ptolemy, the governor of Coelesyria
and Phoenicia, that he should support the
king’s cause.

9Ptolemyquickly appointedNicanor the
son of Patroclus, one of the king’s ‡ chief
friends, and sent him, in command of no
fewer than twenty thousand of all nations,
to destroy the whole race of Judea. With
him he joined Gorgias also, a captain and
onewho had experience inmatters ofwar.

10 Nicanor resolved by the sale of the
captive Jews to make up for the king the
tribute of two thousand talents which he
was to pay to the Romans.

11 Immediately he sent to the cities upon
the sea coast, inviting them to buy Jew-
ish §slaves, promising to deliver seventy
†slaves for a talent, not expecting the judg-
ment that was to overtake him from the
Almighty.

12 News came to Judas concerning
Nicanor’s invasion. When he communi-
cated to those who were with him the
presence of the army,

13 those who were cowardly and dis-
trustful of God’s judgment ‡ran away and
left the country.

14Others soldall that theyhad left, andat
the same time implored theLord to deliver
those who had been sold as slaves by the
impious Nicanor before he evermet them,

15 if not for their own sakes, then for the
covenants made with their ancestors, and
becausehehadcalled thembyhisholy and
glorious name.

16 So Maccabaeus gathered his men to-
gether, six thousand in number, and ex-
horted them not to be frightened by the
enemy, nor to fear the great multitude of

‡ 7:37 Gr. propitious. § 7:38 Some authorities read may be stayed. † 8:6 The Greek text of verses 6 and 7 is
uncertain. ‡ 8:9 See 1Maccabees 10:65. Compare 2Maccabees 1:14; 7:24; 10:13; 14:11; 1Maccabees 2:18. § 8:11
Gr. bodies. † 8:11 Gr. bodies. ‡ 8:13 The Greek text here is uncertain.



2Maccabees 8:17 1138 2Maccabees 8:33

the heathen who camewrongfully against
them, but to fight nobly,

17 setting before their eyes the outrage
that had been lawlessly perpetrated upon
the holy place, and the torture of the city
that had been turned to mockery, and
further the overthrow of the way of life
received from their ancestors.

18 “For they,” he said, “trust their
weapons and daring deeds, but we trust in
the almighty God, since he is able at a nod
to cast down thosewhoare coming against
us, and even the whole world.”

19 Moreover, he recounted to them the
help given from time to time in the days
of their ancestors, both in the days of Sen-
nacherib, when one hundred eighty-five
thousand perished,

20 and in the land of Babylon, in the
battle that was fought against the§ Gauls,
how they came to the battle with eight
thousand in all, with four thousand Mace-
donians, and how, the Macedonians being
hard pressed, the †six thousand destroyed
thehundredand twenty thousandbecause
of the help which they had from heaven,
and took a great deal of plunder.

21 And when he had with these words
filled them with courage and made them
ready to die for the laws and their country,
he divided his army into four parts.

22 He appointed his brothers, Simon,
Joseph, and Jonathan, to be leaders of the
divisions with him, giving each the com-
mand of one thousand five hundredmen.

23 Moreover Eleazer also, having read
aloud the sacredbook, andhaving givenas
watchword, “THE HELP OF GOD”, leading
the first band himself, joined battle with
Nicanor.

24 Since the Almighty fought on their
side, they killed more than nine thousand
of the enemy, and wounded and‡ disabled
most of Nicanor’s army, and compelled
them all to flee.

25 They took the money of those who
had come there to buy them as slaves.
After they had pursued them for some
§distance, they returned, being con-
strained by the time of the day;

26 for it was the day before the Sabbath,
and for this reason they made no effort to
chase them far.

27 † When they had gathered ‡the
weapons of the enemy together, and had
stripped off their spoils, they kept the
Sabbath, greatly blessing and thanking
the Lord who had saved them to this day,
because he had begun to show mercy to
them.

28 After the Sabbath, when they had
given some of the spoils to the § maimed,
and to the widows and orphans, they dis-
tributed the rest among themselves and
their children.

29 When they had accomplished these
things and had made a common supplica-
tion, they implored themerciful Lord to be
wholly reconciled with his servants.

30 Having had an encounter with the
forces of Timotheus and Bacchides, they
killedmore than twenty thousandof them,
and made themselves masters of exceed-
ingly high strongholds, and divided very
much plunder, giving the †maimed, or-
phans, widows, and the aged an equal
share with themselves.

31 ‡ When they had gathered the
weapons § of the enemy together, they
stored them all up carefully in the most
strategic positions, and they carried the
rest of the spoils to Jerusalem.

32 They killed the †phylarch of Timo-
theus’s forces, amost unholyman, andone
who had done the Jewsmuch harm.

33 ‡As they celebrated the feast of victory
in the § city of their fathers, they burned
thosewhohad set the sacred †gates onfire,
including Callisthenes, who had fled into

§ 8:20 Gr. Galatians. † 8:20 Some authorities read eight. ‡ 8:24 Gr. disabled in their limbs. § 8:25Or,while
† 8:27 The exact meaning of this clause is uncertain. ‡ 8:27 Gr. their weapons...the spoils of the enemy. § 8:28
Or, wounded Gr. shamefully handled. † 8:30 Or, wounded Gr. shamefully handled. ‡ 8:31 The exact meaning of
this clause is uncertain. § 8:31 Gr. of them. † 8:32 That is, probably, the captain of an irregular auxiliary force.
Some write Phylarches, as a proper name. ‡ 8:33 The Greek text here is perhaps corrupt. § 8:33 Or, country
† 8:33Or, porches ‡ 8:33Or, a solitary hut
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‡a little house. So they received the proper
reward for their impiety.

34The thrice-accursed Nicanor, who had
brought the thousand merchants to buy
the Jews as slaves,

35 being through the help of the Lord
humbled by them who in his eyes were
held to be of least account, took off his
glorious apparel, and passing through the
country, §shunning all company like a
fugitive slave, arrived at Antioch, † having,
as he thought, had the greatest possible
good fortune, though his army was de-
stroyed.

36 He who had taken upon himself to
make tribute sure for the Romans by the
captivity of the men of Jerusalem pub-
lished abroad that the Jews had One who
fought for them, and that ‡because thiswas
so, the Jews were invulnerable, because
they followed the laws ordained by him.

9
1 Now about that time, Antiochus re-

treated †in disorder from the region of Per-
sia.

2 For he had entered into the city called
Persepolis, andhe attempted to rob ‡a tem-
ple and to control the city. Therefore the
multitudes rushed in and the people of
the country turned to defend themselves
with weapons; and it came to pass that
Antiochus was put to flight by the people
of the country and broke his camp with
disgrace.

3 While he was at Ecbatana, news was
brought to him about what had happened
to Nicanor and the forces of Timotheus.

4 Being overcome by his anger, he
planned to make the Jews suffer for the
evil deeds of those who had put him to
flight. Therefore, with judgment from
heaven even now accompanying him, he
ordered his charioteer to drive without
ceasing until he completed the journey;
for he arrogantly said this: “I will make
Jerusalem a common graveyard of Jews
when I come there.”

5 But the All-seeing Lord, the God of Is-
rael, struck himwith a §fatal and invisible
stroke. As soonashehadfinishedspeaking
this word, an incurable pain of the bowels
seized him, with bitter torments of the
inner parts—

6 and that most justly, for he had tor-
mented other men’s bowels with many
and strange sufferings.

7But he in no way ceased from his rude
insolence. No, he was filled with even
more arrogance, breathing fire in his pas-
sion against the Jews, and giving orders to
hasten the journey. But it came to pass
moreover that he fell from his chariot as
it rushed along, and having a grievous fall
was tortured in all of the members of his
body.

8 He who had just supposed himself to
have the waves of the sea at his bidding
because he was so superhumanly arro-
gant, andwho thought toweigh theheights
of the mountains in a balance, was now
brought to the ground and carried in a
litter, †showing to all that the power was
obviously God’s,

9 so that worms swarmed out of the im-
pious man’s body, and while he was still
living in anguish and pains, his flesh fell
off, and by reason of the stench all the
army turned with loathing from his decay.

10 The man who a little before supposed
himself to touch the stars of heaven, no
one could endure to carry because of his
intolerable stench.

11 Therefore he began in great part to
cease from his arrogance, being broken in
spirit, and to come to knowledgeunder the
scourge of God, his pains increasing every
moment.

12When he himself could not stand his
own smell, he said these words: “It is right
to be subject to God, and that one who is
mortal should not think they are equal to
God.”

13 The vile man vowed to the sovereign
Lord, who now no more would have pity
upon him, saying

§ 8:35 Gr. having made himself solitary. † 8:35 Or, having won the greatest possible favor by reason of the
destruction of his army ‡ 8:36 Or, because of this their way of life Gr. because of this manner. † 9:1 Or, with
dishonor ‡ 9:2Or, temples § 9:5 Gr. remediless. † 9:8Or, showingmanifestly to all the power of God
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14 that the holy city, to which he was go-
ing in haste to lay it even with the ground
and to ‡make it a common graveyard, he
would declare free.

15 Concerning the Jews, whom he had
decidednot even to countworthyofburial,
but to cast them out to the animals with
their infants for the birds to devour, he
would make them all equal to citizens of
Athens.

16 The holy sanctuary, which before he
had plundered, he would adorn with best
offerings, and would restore all the sa-
cred vessels many times multiplied, and
out of his own revenues would defray the
charges that were required for the sacri-
fices.

17 Beside all this, he said that he would
becomea Jewandwould visit every inhab-
ited place, proclaiming the power of God.

18But when his sufferings did in no way
cease, for the judgment of God had come
upon him in righteousness, having given
up all hope for himself, he wrote to the
Jews the letter written below, having the
nature of a supplication, to this effect:

19 “To the worthy Jewish citizens, Anti-
ochus, king and general, wishes much joy
and health and prosperity.

20May you and your children fare well,
and may your affairs be as you wish. Hav-
ingmy hope in heaven,

21 I remembered with affection your
honor and good will. Returning out of the
region of Persia, and being taken with an
annoying sickness, I deemed it necessary
to take thought for the common safety of
all,

22 not despairing of myself, but having
great hope to escape from the sickness.

23 But considering that my father also,
at the time he led an army into the upper
country, appointed his successor,

24 to the end that, if anything fell out
contrary to expectation, or if any unwel-
come tidings were brought, the people in
the country, knowing to whom the state
had been left, might not be troubled,

25 and, moreover, observing how the
princes who are along the borders and

neighbors to my kingdom watch for op-
portunities and look for the future event,
I have appointed my son Antiochus to be
king, whom I often entrusted and com-
mended to most of you when I was hurry-
ing to the upper provinces. I have written
to himwhat is written below.

26 I therefore urge you and beg you,
having in your remembrance the benefits
done to you in common and severally, to
preserve your present good will, each of
you, towardme andmy son.

27 For I am persuaded that he in gentle-
ness and kindness will follow my purpose
and treat you with moderation and kind-
ness.

28So themurderer andblasphemer, hav-
ing endured the most intense sufferings,
even as he had dealt with other men,
ended his life among the mountains by a
most piteous fate in a strange land.

29Philip his foster brother took the body
home and then, fearing the son of An-
tiochus, he withdrew himself to Ptolemy
Philometor in Egypt.

10
1ThenMaccabaeus and those who were

with him, the Lord leading themon, recov-
ered the temple and the city.

2 They pulled down the altars that had
been built in the marketplace by the for-
eigners, and also the sacred enclosures.

3 Having cleansed the sanctuary, they
made another altar of sacrifice. †Striking
flint and starting a fire, they offered sacri-
fices after they had ceased for two years,
burned incense, lit lamps, and set out the
show bread.

4When they had done these things, they
fell prostrate and implored the Lord that
they might fall no more into such evils;
but that, if they ever did sin, they might
be chastened by him with forbearance,
and not be delivered to blaspheming and
barbarous heathen.

5 Now on the same day that the sanctu-
ary was profaned by foreigners, upon that
very day it came to pass that the sanctuary

‡ 9:14 Gr. build. † 10:3 Gr. firing.
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was cleansed, even on the twenty-fifth day
of the samemonth, which is Chislev.

6 They observed eight days with glad-
ness in themanner of the feast of taberna-
cles, remembering how ‡not long before,
during the feast of tabernacles, they were
wandering in the mountains and in the
caves like wild animals.

7 Therefore carrying wands wreathed
with leaves, and beautiful branches, and
palm fronds also, they offereduphymnsof
thanksgiving to him who had successfully
brought to pass the cleansing of his own
place.

8 They ordained also with a public
statute and decree, for all the nation of the
Jews, that they should observe these days
every year.

9 Such were the events of the end of
Antiochus, who was called Epiphanes.

10Nowwewill declarewhat came topass
under Antiochus §Eupator, who proved
himself a sonof thatungodlyman, andwill
summarize themain evils of the wars.

11 For this man, when he succeeded
to the kingdom, appointed one Lysias to
be chancellor and supreme governor of
Coelesyria and Phoenicia.

12 For Ptolemy who was called Macron,
setting an example of observing justice to-
ward the Jews because of the wrong that
hadbeendone to them, endeavored todeal
with them on peaceful terms.

13 Whereupon being accused by the
king’s †friends before Eupator, and hear-
ing himself called traitor at every turn
because he had abandoned Cyprus which
Philometor had entrusted to him, and
had withdrawn himself to Antiochus
Epiphanes, and ‡ failing to uphold the
honor of his office, he took poison and did
awaywith himself.

14Butwhen Gorgiaswasmade governor
of the district, he maintained a force of
mercenaries, and at every turn kept up
war with the Jews.

15 Together with him the Idumaeans
also, being masters of important
strongholds, harassed the Jews; and

received those who had taken refuge from
Jerusalem, they endeavored to keep up the
war.

16 But Maccabaeus and his men, having
made solemn supplication and having im-
plored God to fight on their side, rushed
upon the strongholds of the Idumaeans.

17Assaulting them vigorously, they took
control of the positions, and kept off all
who fought upon thewall, and killed those
whom they encountered, killing no fewer
than twenty thousand.

18Because no fewer than nine thousand
had fled into two very strong towers hav-
ing everything needed for a seige,

19 Maccabaeus, having left Simon and
Joseph, and also Zacchaeus and those who
werewith him, a force sufficient to besiege
them, departed himself to placeswhere he
wasmost needed.

20 But Simon and those who were with
him, yielding to covetousness,werebribed
by some of those who were in the towers,
and receiving seventy thousand drach-
mas, let some of them slip away.

21 But when word was brought to Mac-
cabaeus of what was done, he gathered
the leaders of the people together, and
accused thosemenofhaving sold theirkin-
dred for money by setting their enemies
free to fight against them.

22 So he killed these men for having
turned traitors, and immediately took pos-
session of the two towers.

23 Prospering with his weapons in
everything he undertook, he destroyed
more than twenty thousand in the two
strongholds.

24 Now Timotheus, who had been de-
feated by the Jews before, having gath-
ered together foreign forces in great mul-
titudes, and having collected the cavalry
which belonged to Asia, not a few, came
as though he would take Judea by force of
weapons.

25But as he drew near, Maccabaeus and
his men sprinkled dirt on their heads and
girded their loinswith sackcloth, in suppli-
cation to God,

‡ 10:6 Or, not long before they kept the feast of tabernacles by wandering § 10:10 That is, son of a good father.
† 10:13 See 2Maccabees 8:9 ‡ 10:13 The Greek text here is corrupt.
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26 and falling down upon the step in
front of the altar, implored him to become
§gracious to them, and †be an enemy to
their enemies and an adversary to their
adversaries, as the law declares.

27 Rising from their prayer they took up
their weapons, and advanced some dis-
tance from the city. When they had come
near to their enemies, they‡ halted.

28 When the dawn was now breaking,
the two armies joined in battle, the one
part having this, beside virtue, for a pledge
of success and victory, that they had fled
to the Lord for refuge, the others making
their passion their leader in the fight.

29When the battle became strong, there
appeared out of heaven to their adver-
saries five splendid men on horses with
bridles of gold, §and two of them, leading
on the Jews,

30 and taking Maccabaeus in the midst
of them, and covering him with their
own armor, guarded him from wounds,
while they shot arrows and thunderbolts
at the enemies. For this reason, they were
blinded and thrown into confusion, and
were cut to pieces, filled with bewilder-
ment.

31 Twenty thousand five hundred were
slain, beside six hundred cavalry.

32 Timotheus himself fled into a
stronghold called Gazara, a fortress of
great strength, †where Chaereas was in
command.

33 Then Maccabaeus and his men were
glad and laid siege to the fortress for four
days.

34Thosewhowerewithin, trusting in the
strength of the place, blasphemed exceed-
ingly, and hurled out impious words.

35 But at dawn of the fifth day, certain
young men of Maccabaeus’ company, in-
flamed with anger because of the blas-
phemies, assaulted the wall with mascu-
line force and with ‡furious anger, and cut
downwhoever came in their way.

36 Others climbing up in the same way,
while the enemies were distracted with
those who had made their way within, set
fire to the towers, and kindled fires that
burned the blasphemers alive, while oth-
ersbrokeopen thegates, and, havinggiven
entrance to the rest of the band, occupied
the city.

37 They killed Timotheus, who was hid-
den in a cistern, and his brother Chaereas,
and Apollophanes.

38 When they had accomplished these
things, they blessed the Lord with hymns
and thanksgiving, blessing him who pro-
vides great benefits to Israel and gives
them the victory.

11
1Now after a very little time, Lysias, the

king’s guardian, kinsman, and chancellor,
beingverydispleasedabout the things that
had happened,

2 collected about eighty thousand in-
fantry andall his cavalry and cameagainst
the Jews, planing to make the city a home
for Greeks,

3and to levy tribute on the temple, as †on
the other sacred places of the nations, and
toputup thehighpriesthood for sale every
year.

4He took no account of God’s power, but
was puffed up with his ten thousands of
infantry, his thousands of cavalry, and his
eighty elephants.

5 Coming into Judea and approaching
Bethsuron, which was a strong place and
aboutfive stadia‡away fromJerusalem, he
pressed it hard.

6 When Maccabaeus and his men
learned that he was besieging the
strongholds, they and all the people with
lamentations and tears made supplication
to the Lord to send a good angel to save
Israel.

7Maccabaeus himself took up weapons
first, and exhorted the others to put them-
selves in jeopardy together with him and

§ 10:26 Gr. propitious. † 10:26 See Exodus 23:22. ‡ 10:27 Gr. were by themselves. § 10:29 Some authorities
read and leading on the Jews; who also, taking. † 10:32 See ver. 37. ‡ 10:35 Gr. passion as of wild animals.
† 11:3 Or, on all the sacred places of the heathen ‡ 11:5 One stadia was roughly 189 meters or 618 feet, so 5 stadia
was about a little less than 1 km or a little more than half a mile.
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help their kindred; and theywent outwith
him very willingly.

8As they were there, close to Jerusalem,
a horseman appeared at their head in
white apparel, brandishing§ weapons of
gold.

9 They all together praised the merciful
God, and were yet more strengthened in
heart, being ready to †assail not only men
but the wildest animals and walls of iron,

10 they advanced in array, having him
who is in heaven to fight on their side, for
the Lord hadmercy on them.

11 Hurling themselves like lions against
the enemy, they killed eleven thousand
infantry and one thousand six hundred
cavalry, and forced all the rest to flee.

12 Most of them escaped wounded and
naked. Lysias himself also escaped by
shameful flight.

13 But as he was a man not void of un-
derstanding, pondering the defeat which
had befallen him, and considering that the
Hebrews could not be overcome because
the Almighty God fought on their side, he
sent again

14 and persuaded them to come to terms
on condition that all their rights were ac-
knowledged, and ‡promised that hewould
also persuade the king to become their
friend.

15Maccabaeus gave consent upon all the
conditions which Lysias proposed to him,
being careful of the common good; for
whatever requests Maccabaeus delivered
in writing to Lysias concerning the Jews
the king allowed.

16 The letter written to the Jews from
Lysias was to this effect:

“Lysias to the §people of the Jews, greet-
ings.

17 John and Absalom, who were sent
from you, having delivered the document
written below, made request concerning
the things written therein.

18Whatever things therefore needed to
be brought before the king I declared to

him, and what things were possible he
allowed.

19 If then youwill all preserve your good
will toward the government, I will also en-
deavor in the future to contribute to your
good.

20Concerning this, I have given order in
detail, both to these men and to those who
are sent fromme, to confer with you.

21 Farewell. Written in the one hundred
forty-eighth year, on the twenty-fourth
day of themonth †Dioscorinthius.”

22 And the king’s letter contained these
words:

“King Antiochus to his brother Lysias,
greetings.

23 Seeing that our father passed to the
gods having the wish that the subjects of
his kingdom ‡should be undisturbed and
give themselves to the care of their own
affairs,

24 we, having heard that the Jews do
not consent to our father’s purpose to turn
them to the customs of the Greeks, but
choose rather their ownway of living, and
make request that the customs of their law
be allowed to them—

25 choosing therefore that this nation
also should be free from disturbance, we
determine that their temple is to be re-
stored to them, and that they live accord-
ing to the customs that were in the days of
their ancestors.

26Youwill therefore dowell to sendmes-
sengers to them and give them the right
hand of friendship, that they, knowing our
mind, may be of good heart, and gladly oc-
cupy themselves with the conduct of their
own affairs.”

27And to the nation, the king’s letterwas
as follows:

“KingAntiochus to the senate of the Jews
and to the other Jews, greetings.

28 If youare allwell, it is aswedesire. We
ourselves also are in good health.

29 Menelaus informed us that your de-
sire was to return home and follow your
own business.

§ 11:8 Gr. a panoply. † 11:9 Gr. wound. ‡ 11:14 The Greek text here is corrupt. § 11:16 Gr. multitude.
† 11:21 This month name is not found elsewhere, and is perhaps corrupt. ‡ 11:23Or, should not be disquieted but
§ 11:30 Gr. right hand.
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30 They therefore who depart home up
to the thirtieth day of Xanthicus shall have
our §friendship, with full permission

31 that the Jews use their own foods and
observe their own laws, even as formerly.
None of them shall be in anywaymolested
for the things that have been done in igno-
rance.

32 Moreover I have sent Menelaus also,
that hemay encourage you.

33 Farewell. Written in the one hundred
forty-eighth year, on the fifteenth day of
Xanthicus.”

34 The Romans also sent to them a letter
in these words:

“Quintus Memmius and Titus Manius,
ambassadors of the Romans, to the people
of the Jews, greetings.

35 In regard to the things which Lysias
the king’s kinsman granted you, we also
give consent.

36 But as for the things which he judged
should be referred to the king, send some-
one promptly, after you have considered
them, thatwemay publish such decrees as
are appropriate for your case; for we are
on our way to Antioch.

37 Therefore send someone with speed,
that we also may learn what is yourmind.

38 †Farewell. Written in the one hundred
forty-eighth year, on the fifteenth day of
Xanthicus.

12
1 So when this agreement had been

made, Lysias departed to the king, and the
Jews went about their farming.

2 But some of the governors of dis-
tricts, Timotheus and Apollonius the son
of Gennaeus, and also Hieronymus and
Demophon, and beside them Nicanor the
governor of Cyprus, would not allow them
to enjoy tranquillity and live in peace.

3 Men of Joppa perpetrated this great
impiety: they invited the Jews who lived
among them to go with their wives and
children into the boats which they had
provided, as though they had no ill will
toward them.

4When† the Jews,‡ relying on the public
vote of the city, accepted the invitation,
as men desiring to live in peace and sus-
pecting nothing, they took them out to sea
and drowned not less than two hundred of
them.

5When Judas heard of the cruelty done
to his fellow-countrymen, giving com-
mand to themen that were with him

6 and calling upon God the righteous
Judge, he came against the murderers of
his kindred, and set the harbor on fire at
night, burned the boats, and put to the
sword those who had fled there.

7 But when the town gates were closed,
he withdrew, intending to come again to
root out the whole community of the men
of Joppa.

8 But learning that the men of Jamnia
intended to do the same thing to the Jews
who lived among them,

9 he attacked the Jamnites at night, and
set fire to the harbor together with the
fleet, so that the glare of the light was seen
at Jerusalem, two hundred forty furlongs§
distant.

10 Now when they had drawn off nine
furlongs† from there, as they marched
against Timotheus, an army of Arabians
attacked him, no fewer than five thousand
infantry and five hundred cavalry.

11 And when a hard battle had been
fought, and Judas and his company, by the
help of God, had good success, the nomads
being overcome implored Judas to grant
them friendship, promising to give him
livestock, and to help ‡his people in all
other ways.

12 So Judas, thinking that they would in-
deed be profitable in many things, agreed
to live in peace with them; and receiv-
ing pledges of friendship they departed to
their tents.

13He also attacked a certain city, strong
and fenced with earthworks and walls,
and inhabited by a mixed multitude of
various nations. It was named Caspin.

14 Those who were within, trusting in
† 11:38 Gr. Be in good health. † 12:4 Gr. they also. ‡ 12:4 Gr. after. § 12:9 a furlong is about 201 meters
or 220 yards, so 240 furlongs is about 48 km. or 30 miles † 12:10 a furlong is about 201 meters or 220 yards, so 9
furlongs is about 1.8 km. or 1 1/8 miles ‡ 12:11 Gr. them.
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the strength of the walls and their store of
provisions, behaved themselves rudely to-
ward Judas and those who were with him,
railing, and furthermoreblasphemingand
speaking impious words.

15 But Judas and his company, calling
upon thegreatSovereignof theworld,who
without rams and cunning engines of war
hurleddownJericho in the timesof Joshua,
rushed wildly against the wall.

16 Having taken the city by the will of
God, they made unspeakable slaughter, so
much that the adjoining lake, which was
two furlongs§ broad, appeared to be filled
with the deluge of blood.

17 When they had gone seven hundred
fifty furlongs† from there, they made their
way to Charax, to the Jews that are called
‡Tubieni.

18They didn’t find Timotheus in that dis-
trict, for he had by then departed from the
district without accomplishing anything,
but had left behind a very strong garrison
in one place.

19 But Dositheus and Sosipater, who
were captains under Maccabaeus, went
out and destroyed those who had been left
byTimotheus in the stronghold,more than
ten thousandmen.

20Maccabaeus, arranging his own army
in divisions, set §these two over the bands,
and marched in haste against Timotheus,
who had with him one hundred twenty
thousand infantry and two thousand five
hundred cavalry.

21 When Timotheus heard of the ap-
proach of Judas, he at once sent away the
women and the children with the baggage
into the fortress called †Carnion; for the
place was hard to besiege and difficult of
access by reason of the narrowness of the
approaches on all sides.

22When the band of Judas, who led the

first division, appeared in sight, and when
terror and fear came upon the enemy, be-
cause the manifestation of him who sees
all things came upon them, they fled in
every direction, carried this way and that,
so that they were often injured by their
own men, and pierced with the points of
their own swords.

23 Judas continued the pursuit more vig-
orously, putting the wicked wretches to
the sword, and he destroyed as many as
thirty thousandmen.

24 Timotheus himself, falling in with the
company of Dositheus and Sosipater, im-
plored them with much crafty guile to let
him go with his life, because he had in his
power theparents ofmanyof themand the
kindred of some. ‡ “Otherwise, he said,
little regard will § be shown to these.”

25 So when he had with many words
confirmed the agreement to restore them
without harm, they let him go that they
might save their kindred.

26 Then Judas, marching against
†Carnion and the temple of Atergatis,
killed twenty-five thousand people.

27After he had put these to flight and de-
stroyed them, he marched against Ephron
also, a strong city, ‡wherein were multi-
tudes of people of all nations. Stalwart
young men placed §on the walls made a
vigorous defense. There were great stores
of war engines and darts there.

28 But calling upon the Sovereign who
with might shatters the †strength of ‡the
enemy, they took the city into their hands,
and killed as many as twenty-five thou-
sand of those whowere in it.

29 Setting out from there, they marched
in haste against Scythopolis, which is six
hundred furlongs§ away from Jerusalem.

30 But when the Jews who were settled
there testified of the good will that the

§ 12:16 a furlong is about 201meters or 220 yards, so 2 furlongs is about 402meters or 1/4mile † 12:17 a furlong
is about 201meters or 220 yards, so 750 furlongs is about 151 km. or 94miles ‡ 12:17That is,menofTob: see Judges
11:3, 2 Samuel 10:6, and compare 1 Maccabees 5:13. § 12:20 Gr. them. † 12:21 Compare Carnain,1Maccabees
5:26, 43, 44. ‡ 12:24 Gr. and the result will be that these be disregarded. The Greek text here is perhaps corrupt.
§ 12:24 Or, have been shown † 12:26 Compare Carnain, 1 Maccabees 5:26, 43, 44. ‡ 12:27 The Greek text here
is perhaps corrupt. § 12:27 Gr. in front of. † 12:28 Some authorities read weight. ‡ 12:28 Or, his enemies
§ 12:29 a furlong is about 201meters or 220 yards, so 600 furlongs is about 121 km. or 75miles
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Scythopolitans had shown toward them,
and of their kind treatment of them in the
times of their misfortune,

31 they gave thanks, and further ex-
horted them to remain well disposed to-
ward the race for the future. Then they
went up to Jerusalem, the feast of weeks
being close at hand.

32 But after the feast called Pentecost,
they marched in haste against Gorgias the
governor of Idumaea.

33 He came out with three thousand in-
fantry and four hundred cavalry.

34 When they had set themselves in ar-
ray, it came to pass that a few of the Jews
fell.

35A certain Dositheus, one † of Bacenor’s
company, who was on horseback and was
a strong man, pressed hard on Gorgias,
and taking hold of his cloke dragged him
along by main force. While he planned
to take the accursed man alive, one of the
Thracian cavalry bore down on him and
disabled his shoulder, and so Gorgias es-
caped to ‡Marisa.

36When thosewhowerewith Esdris had
been fighting long and were weary, Ju-
das called upon the Lord to show himself,
fighting on their side and leading in the
battle.

37 Then in the language of his ancestors
he raised the battle cry joinedwith hymns.
Then he rushed against Gorgias’ troops
when they were not expecting it, and put
them to flight.

38 Judas gathered his army and came to
the city of §Adullam. As the seventh day
was coming on, they purified themselves
according to the custom, and kept the Sab-
bath there.

39 On the following day, †when it had
become necessary, Judas and his company
came to take up the bodies of those who
had fallen, ‡and in company with their
kinsmen to bring them back to the sepul-
chres of their ancestors.

40But under the garments of each one of
the dead they found §consecrated tokens

of the idols of Jamnia, which the law for-
bids the Jews to have anything to do with.
It became clear to all that it was for this
cause that they had fallen.

41 All therefore, blessing the ways of
the Lord, the righteous Judge, who makes
manifest the things that are hidden,

42 turned themselves to supplication,
praying that the sin committed might be
wholly blotted out. The noble Judas ex-
horted the multitude to keep themselves
from sin, for they had seen with their own
eyes what happened because of the sin of
those who had fallen.

43 When he had made a collection man
byman to the sum of two thousand drach-
mas of silver, he sent to Jerusalem to offer
a sacrifice for sin, doing very well and
honorably in this, in that he took thought
for the resurrection.

44 For if he wasn’t expecting that those
who had fallen would rise again, it would
be superfluous and idle to pray for the
dead.

45 But if he was looking forward to an
honorable memorial of gratitude laid up
for those who †die ‡in godliness, then the
thought was holy and godly. Therefore he
made the atoning sacrifice for those who
had died, that theymight be released from
their sin.

13
1 In the one hundred forty-ninth year,

news was brought to Judas and his com-
pany that Antiochus Eupator was coming
withmultitudes against Judea,

2 and with him Lysias his guardian and
chancellor, each having a Greek force of
one hundred ten thousand infantry, five
thousand three hundred cavalry, twenty-
twoelephants, and threehundred chariots
armedwith scythes.

3AndMenelaus also joined himself with
them, and with great hypocrisy encour-
aged Antiochus, not for the saving of his
country, but because he thought that he
would be set over the government.

† 12:35 The Greek text is uncertain. ‡ 12:35 Compare 1 Maccabees 5:65. § 12:38 Gr. Odollam. † 12:39 The
Greek text here is uncertain. ‡ 12:39Or, and to bring themback to bewith their kinsmen in the sepulchres § 12:40
Perhaps these were consecrated images of the idols. † 12:45 Gr. fall asleep. ‡ 12:45Or, on the side of godliness
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4 But the King of kings stirred up the
anger of Antiochus against the wicked
wretch. When Lysias informed him that
this man was the cause of all the evils, the
king commanded to bring him to Beroea,
and to put him to death in theway custom-
ary in that place.

5Now there is in that place a tower that
is fifty cubits high, full of ashes, and it had
all around it a †circular rim sloping steeply
on every side into the ashes.

6 Here one who is guilty of sacrilege or
notorious for other crimes is pushed down
to destruction.

7 By such a fate it happened that the
breaker of the law, Menelaus, died, with-
out obtaining so much as a grave in the
earth, and that justly;

8 for inasmuch as he had perpetrated
many sins ‡ against the altar, whose fire
and whose ashes were holy, he received
his death in ashes.

9Now the king,§ infuriated in spirit, was
coming with intent to inflict on the Jews
the very worst of the sufferings that had
been done in his father’s time.

10But when Judas heard of these things,
he commanded the multitude to call upon
the Lord day and night, if ever at any other
time, so now to help thosewhowere at the
point of being deprived of the law, their
country, and the holy temple,

11 and not to allow the people who had
just begun to be revived to fall into the
hands of those profane heathen.

12 So when they had all done the same
thing together, † begging themerciful Lord
withweeping and fastings and prostration
for three days without ceasing, Judas ex-
horted them and commanded they should
join him.

13 Having consulted privately with the
elders, he resolved that before the king’s
army entered into Judea and made them-
selves masters of the city, they should go

out and decide the matter by the help of
‡God.

14 And committing the decision to the
§Lord of the world, and exhorting those
whowere with him to contend nobly even
to death for laws, temple, city, country,
and way of life, he pitched his camp by
Modin.

15Hegaveout tohismen thewatchword,
“VICTORY ISGOD’S”, with a chosen force of
the bravest young men he attacked by the
king’s pavilion by night, and killed of his
army as many as two thousand men, and
†brought down the leading elephant with
himwhowas in the ‡tower on him.

16At last theyfilled the§armywith terror
and alarm, and departed with good suc-
cess.

17 This had been accomplished when
the day was just dawning, because of the
Lord’s protection that gave †Judas help.

18 But the king, having had a taste of
the exceeding boldness of the Jews, made
strategic attacks on their positions,

19 and on a strong fortress of the Jews at
Bethsura. He advanced, was turned back,
failed, and was defeated.

20 Judas sent the things that were neces-
sary to those whowere within.

21But Rhodocus, from the Jewish ranks,
made secrets known to the enemy. Hewas
sought out, arrested, and shutup inprison.

22Thekingnegotiatedwith theminBeth-
sura the second time, gave his hand, took
theirs, departed, attacked the forces of Ju-
das, was put to the worse,

23 heard that Philip who had been left
as chancellor in Antioch had become reck-
less, was confounded, made to the Jews
an overture of peace, submitted himself
and swore to acknowledge all their rights,
came to termswith themandoffered sacri-
fice, honored the sanctuary and the place,

24 showed kindness and graciously re-
ceivedMaccabaeus, leftHegemonides gov-
ernor from Ptolemais even to the ‡ Gerre-
nians,

† 13:5 Gr. contrivance or machine. ‡ 13:8 Gr. about. § 13:9 Some authorities read indignant. † 13:12 Gr.
and implored. ‡ 13:13 Some authorities read the Lord. § 13:14 Some authorities read Creator. † 13:15 The
Greek text here is probably corrupt. ‡ 13:15 Gr. house. § 13:16 Gr. camp. † 13:17 Gr. him. ‡ 13:24 The
form of this word is uncertain. Compare Girzites (or Gizrites), 1 Samuel 27:8. Onemanuscript reads Gerarenes.
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25 and came to Ptolemais. The men of
Ptolemais were displeased at the treaty,
for they had exceedingly great indignation
against the Jews. Theydesired to annul the
articles of the agreement.

26 Lysias §came forward to speak, made
the best defense that was possible, per-
suaded, pacified, gained their good will,
and departed to Antioch. This was the
issue of the attack and departure of the
king.

14
1 Three years later, news was brought

to Judas and his company that Demetrius
the son of Seleucus, having sailed into the
harbor of Tripolis with amighty army and
a fleet,

2 had taken possession of the country,
havingmade awaywith Antiochus and his
guardian Lysias.

3 But one Alcimus, who had formerly
been high priest, and had willfully pol-
luted himself in the times when there was
nominglingwith the Gentiles, considering
that there was no deliverance for him in
any way, nor any more access to the holy
altar,

4 came to King Demetrius in about the
one hundred fifty-first year, presenting to
himacrownof goldandapalm, andbeside
these some of the festal olive boughs of the
temple. For that day, he held his peace;

5 but having gotten opportunity to fur-
ther his own madness, being called by
Demetrius into a meeting of his council,
and asked how the Jews stood affected and
what they intended, he answered:

6 “Those of the Jews called †Hasidaeans,
whose leader is Judas Maccabaeus, keep
up war and are seditious, not allowing the
kingdom to find tranquillity.

7Therefore, having laid aside my ances-
tral glory—I mean the high priesthood—I
have now come ‡here,

8first for the genuine care I have for the
things that concern the king, and secondly

because I have regard also to my own fel-
low citizens. For through the unadvised
dealing of those of whom I spoke before,
our whole race is in no small misfortune.

9 O king, having informed yourself of
these things, take thought both for our
country and for our race, which is sur-
rounded by enemies, according to the gra-
cious kindness with which you receive all.

10 For as long as Judas remains alive, it
is impossible for the government to find
peace.

11 When he had spoken such words
as these, at once §the rest of the king’s
†friends, having ill will against Judas, in-
flamed Demetrius yet more.

12 He immediately appointed Nicanor,
whohadbeenmaster of the elephants, and
made him governor of Judea. He sent him
out,

13 giving him written instructions to kill
Judas himself and to scatter those who
were with him, and to set up Alcimus as
high priest of the ‡great temple.

14 Those in Judea who §had driven Ju-
das into exile thronged to Nicanor in
flocks, supposing that themisfortunes and
calamities of the Jews would be successes
to themselves.

15But when the Jews heard of Nicanor’s
advance and the assault of the heathen,
they sprinkled dirt on their heads and
made solemn prayers to him who had es-
tablished his own people for evermore,
and who always, making manifest his
presence, upholds those who are his own
heritage.

16 †When the leader had given orders, he
immediately set out from there and joined
battle with them at a village called Lessau.

17 But Simon, the brother of Judas, had
encountered Nicanor, yet not till late, hav-
ing been delayed by reason of the sudden
consternation caused by his adversaries.

18 Nevertheless Nicanor, hearing of the
valor of those who were with Judas, and
their courage in fighting for their country,

§ 13:26 Gr. came forward to the tribune or judgment seat. † 14:6 That is, Chasidim. ‡ 14:7 Some authorities
read a second time. § 14:11Or, the king’s friends likewise † 14:11 See 2Maccabees 8:9. ‡ 14:13 Gr. greatest.
§ 14:14 See 2Maccabees 5:27. † 14:16 The Greek text of this verse and the next is corrupt.
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shrank from bringing the matter to the
decision of the sword.

19 Therefore he sent Posidonius,
Theodotus, and Mattathias to give and
receive pledges of friendship.

20 So when these proposals had been
long considered, and the leader had made
the ‡troops acquainted with them, and it
appeared that they were all of like mind,
they consented to the covenants.

21 They appointed a day on which to
meet together by themselves. A chariot
came forward from each army. They set
up seats of honor.

22 Judas stationed armed men ready
in convenient places, lest perhaps there
should suddenly be treachery on the part
of the enemy. They held a conference as
was appropriate.

23 Nicanor waited in Jerusalem, and
did nothing to cause disturbance, but dis-
missed the flocks of people that had gath-
ered together.

24He kept Judas always in his presence.
He had gained a hearty affection for the
man.

25He urged him to marry and have chil-
dren. Hemarried, settled quietly, and took
part in common life.

26 But Alcimus, perceiving the good will
thatwasbetween them, §andhaving taken
possession of the covenants that had been
made, came to Demetrius and told him
that Nicanor was disloyal to the govern-
ment, for he had appointed that conspir-
ator against his kingdom, Judas, to be his
successor.

27 The king, falling into a rage, and be-
ing exasperated by the false accusations of
that most wicked man, wrote to Nicanor,
signifying that he was displeased at the
covenants, and commanding him to send
Maccabaeus prisoner to Antioch in all
haste.

28 When this message came to Nicanor,
hewasconfounded, andwasvery troubled
at the thought of annulling the articles that
had been agreed upon, the man having

done no wrong;
29but because therewasnoopposing the

king, he watched his time to execute this
purpose by strategy.

30 But Maccabaeus, when he perceived
that Nicanor was behaving more harshly
in his dealings with him, and that he had
become ruler in his customary bearing,
understanding that this harshness came
not of good, gathered together not a few
of his men, and concealed himself from
Nicanor.

31But the other,†whenhe became aware
that he had been bravely defeated by the
strategy of Judas,‡ came to the great§ and
holy temple, while the priests were offer-
ing the usual sacrifices, and commanded
them to hand over theman.

32 When they declared with oaths that
they had no knowledge where the man
was whom he sought,

33he stretched out his right hand toward
the sanctuary, and swore this oath: “If you
won’t deliver up to me Judas as a prisoner,
I will level this †temple of God even with
the ground, break down the altar, and I
will erect here a temple to Dionysus for all
to see.

34And having said this, he departed. But
the priests, stretching forth their hands to-
wardheaven, calleduponhimwhoalways
fights for our nation, in these words:

35 “You, O Lord of the universe, who in
yourself have need of nothing, were well
pleased that a sanctuary of your habita-
tion‡ should be set among us.

36 So now, O holy Lord of all holiness,
keep undefiled forever this house that has
been recently cleansed.”

37 Now information was given to
Nicanor against one Razis, an elder of
Jerusalem, whowas a lover of his country-
men and a man of very good report, and
one called Father of the Jews for his good
will.

38 For in the former times when there
was no mingling with the Gentiles, he had

‡ 14:20 Or, people Gr. multitudes. § 14:26 Or, and the covenants that had been made, took occasion and came
† 14:31Or, though hewas conscious that he had been nobly defeated by ‡ 14:31Gr. theman § 14:31Gr. greatest.

† 14:33Or, chapelGr. enclosure. ‡ 14:35 Gr. tabernacling.



2Maccabees 14:39 1150 2Maccabees 15:13

been accused of following the Jews’ reli-
gion, and had risked body and life with all
earnestness for the religion of the Jews.

39Nicanor, wishing to make evident the
ill will that he bore against the Jews, sent
above five hundred soldiers to seize him;

40 for he thought by seizing him to inflict
an injury on them.

41Butwhen the§troopswereat thepoint
of taking the tower, and were forcing the
doorof the court, andasked forfire toburn
the doors, he, being surrounded on every
side, fell upon his sword,

42 choosing rather to die nobly than to
fall into the hands of the wicked wretches,
and suffer outrage unworthy of his own
nobleness.

43But since hemissed his stroke through
the excitement of the struggle, and the
crowdswere now rushingwithin the door,
he ran bravely up to the wall and cast
himself down bravely among the crowds.

44But as they quickly gave back, a space
wasmade, and he fell on themiddle of †his
side.

45 Still having breath within him, and
being inflamedwith anger, he rose up, and
though his blood gushed out in streams
and his wounds were grievous, he ran
through the crowds, and standing upon a
steep rock,

46when as his blood was now well near
spent, he drew forth his bowels through
the wound, and taking them in both his
hands he shook them at the crowds. Call-
ing upon himwho is Lord of life and spirit
to restore him ‡these again, he died like
this.

15
1But Nicanor, hearing that Judas and his

company were in the region of Samaria,
resolved to attack them with complete
safety on the day of rest.

2When the Jews who were compelled to
followhim said, “Don’t destroy so savagely
and barbarously, but give due glory to the
day which he who sees all things has hon-
ored and hallowed above other days.”

3Then the thrice-accursed wretch asked
if there were a Sovereign in heaven who
had commanded to keep the Sabbath day.

4When theydeclared, “There is theLord,
livinghimself as Sovereign inheaven,who
told us observe the seventh day.”

5 He replied, “I also am a sovereign on
the earth, who commands you to take up
weapons and execute the king’s business.”
Nevertheless he didn’t prevail to execute
his cruel plan.

6And Nicanor, † in his utter boastfulness
and arrogance, had determined to set up a
monument of complete victory over Judas
and all those whowere with him.

7 But Maccabaeus still trusted unceas-
ingly, with all hope that he should obtain
help from the Lord.

8 He exhorted his company not to be
fearful at the assault of the heathen, but
keeping in mind the help which in for-
mer times they had often received from
heaven, so now also to look for the vic-
tory which would come to them from the
Almighty,

9 and encouraging them out of the law
and the prophets, and reminding them of
the conflicts that they had won, he made
themmore eager.

10 And when he had aroused their
courage, he gave them orders, at the same
time pointing out the faithlessness of the
heathen and their breach of their oaths.

11Arming each one of them, not somuch
with the sure defense of shields and spears
as with the encouragement of goodwords,
and moreover relating to them a dream
worthy to be believed, he made them all
exceedingly glad.

12 The vision of that dream was this:
Onias, he who had been high priest, a
noble and good man, modest in bearing,
yet gentle inmanner andwell-spoken, and
trained from a child in all points of virtue,
with outstretched hands invoking bless-
ings on the whole body of the Jews.

13 Then he saw a man appear, of ven-
erable age and exceeding glory, and the

§ 14:41 Or, peopleGr. multitudes. † 14:44 Or, the void place ‡ 14:46 Some authorities read the same. † 15:6
Gr. carrying his neck high.
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dignity around him was wonderful and
most majestic.

14Onias answered and said, “This is the
lover of the kindred, he who prays much
for the people and the holy city: Jeremiah
the prophet of God.

15 Jeremiah stretched out his right hand
anddelivered to Judas a gold sword, and in
giving it addressed him thus:

16 “Take this holy sword, a gift fromGod,
with which you shall strike down the ad-
versaries.”

17 Being encouraged by the words of Ju-
das, which were noble and effective, and
able to incite to virtue and to stir the souls
of the young to manly courage, they de-
termined not to carry on a campaign, but
nobly to bear down upon the enemy, and
fighting hand to hand with all courage
bring the matter to a conclusion, because
the city, the sanctuary, and the temple
were in danger.

18 For their fear for wives and children,
and furthermore for family and relatives,
was less important to them; but greatest
and firstwas their fear for the consecrated
sanctuary.

19Also thosewhowere shutup in the city
were in no light distress, being troubled
because of the encounter in the open coun-
try.

20 When all were now waiting for the
decisionof the issue, and theenemyhadal-
ready joinedbattle, and thearmyhadbeen
set in array, and the elephants‡ brought
back toa convenientpost,§ and the cavalry
deployed on the flanks,

21Maccabaeus, perceiving the presence
of the †troops, and the various weapons
with which they were equipped, and the
savageness of the ‡elephants, holding up
his hands to heaven called upon the Lord
whoworkswonders, knowing that success
comes not byweapons, but that, according
to how the Lord judges, he gains the vic-
tory for those who are worthy.

22 And calling upon God, he said this:
“You, O Sovereign Lord, sent your angel
in the time of King Hezekiah of Judea,

and he killed of the §army of Sennacherib
as many as one hundred eighty-five thou-
sand.

23 So now also, O Sovereign of the heav-
ens, send a good angel before us to bring
terror and trembling.

24Through the greatness of your arm let
them be stricken with dismay who with
blasphemy have come here against your
holy people.” As he finished these words,

25 Nicanor and his company advanced
with trumpets and victory songs;

26but Judas and his company joined bat-
tle with the enemy with invocation and
prayers.

27Fighting with their hands and praying
to God with their hearts, they killed no
less than thirty-five thousand men, being
made exceedingly glad by the manifesta-
tion of God.

28 When the engagement was over and
they were returning again with joy, they
recognized Nicanor lying dead in full ar-
mor.

29 Then there was shouting and noise,
and they blessed the Sovereign Lord in the
language of their ancestors.

30He who in all things was in body and
soul the foremost champion of his fellow-
citizens, he who kept through life the good
will of his youth toward his countrymen,
ordered that Nicanor’s head be cut off
with his hand and arm, and that they be
brought to Jerusalem.

31 When he had arrived there and had
called his countrymen together and set the
priests before the altar, he sent for those
whowere in the citadel.

32 Showing the head of the vile Nicanor
and the hand of that profane man, which
with proud brags he had stretched out
against the holy house of the Almighty,

33 and cutting out the tongue of the im-
pious Nicanor, he said that he would give
it in pieces to the birds, and hang up these
rewards of his folly near the sanctuary.

34They all, looking up to heaven, blessed
the Lordwho hadmanifested himself, say-
ing, “Blessed is he who has preserved his

‡ 15:20Gr. animals. § 15:20Or, stationed for convenient action † 15:21Gr. multitudes. ‡ 15:21Gr. animals.
§ 15:22 Gr. camp.
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own place undefiled!”
35He hung Nicanor’s head and shoulder

from the citadel, a clear sign evident to all
of the help of the Lord.

36 They all ordained with a common de-
cree to in no way let this day pass undis-
tinguished, but to mark with honor the
thirteenth day of the twelfth month (it is
called Adar in the Syrian language), the
day before the day of Mordecai.

37 This then having been the account
of the attempt of Nicanor, and the city
having from those times been held by the
Hebrews, I also will here make an end of
my book.

38 If I have written well and to the point
in my story, this is what I myself desired;
but if its poorly done and mediocre, this is
the best I could do.

39 For as it is †distasteful to drink wine
alone and likewise to drink water alone,
‡while the mingling of wine with water at
once gives full pleasantness to the flavor;
so also the fashioning of the language de-
lights the ears of those who read the story.
Here is the end.

† 15:39Or, hurtful ‡ 15:39 Gr. but even as.
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The First Book of Esdras
The First Book of Esdras is recognized

as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the
Greek Orthodox and Russian Orthodox
Churches. It is not recognized by the
Roman Catholic Church, but 1 Esdras is
placed as an appendix to the Latin Vulgate
Bible.

1 *Josias held the Passover in Jerusalem
to his Lord, and offered the Passover the
fourteenth day of the first month,

2having set the priests according to their
daily courses, being arrayed in their vest-
ments, in the Lord’s temple.

3 He spoke to the Levites, *the temple
servants of Israel, that they should make
themselves holy to the Lord, to set the holy
ark of the Lord in the house that King
Solomon the son of David had built.

4 He said, “You no longer need to carry
it on your shoulders. Now therefore serve
the Lord your God, and minister to his
people Israel, and prepare yourselves by
your fathers’ houses and kindred,

5 according to the writing of King David
of Israel, and according to the magnifi-
cence of Solomon his son. Stand in the
holy place according to the divisions of
your Levite families who minister in the
presence of your kindred the descendants
of Israel.

6 Offer the Passover in order, prepare
the sacrifices for your kindred, and keep
the Passover according to the Lord’s com-
mandment, which was given to Moses.

7 To the people which were present,
Josias gave thirty thousand lambs and
kids, and three thousand calves. These
things were given from the king’s posses-
sions, as he promised, to the people and to
the priests and Levites.

8 Helkias, Zacharias, and †Esyelus, the
rulers of the temple, gave to the priests
for thePassover two thousandsixhundred
sheep, and three hundred calves.

9 Jeconias, Samaias, Nathanael his
brother, Sabias, Ochielus, and Joram,

captains over thousands, gave to the
Levites for the Passover five thousand
sheep and seven hundred calves.

10 When these things were done, the
priests andLevites, having theunleavened
bread, stood in proper order according to
the kindred,

11 and according to the several divisions
by fathers’ houses, before the people, to
offer to the Lord as it is written in the book
of Moses. They did this in themorning.

12 They roasted the Passover lamb with
fire, as required. They boiled the sacrifices
in the brazen vessels and caldrons with a
pleasing smell,

13 and set them before all the people.
Afterward they prepared for themselves
and for their kindred the priests, the sons
of Aaron.

14 For the priests offered the fat until
night. The Levites prepared for them-
selves and for their kindred thepriests, the
sons of Aaron.

15 The holy singers also, the sons of As-
aph, were in their order, according to the
appointment of David: Asaph, Zacharias,
and Eddinus, who represented the king.

16Moreover the gatekeepers were at ev-
ery gate. No one needed to depart fromhis
daily duties, for their kindred the Levites
prepared for them.

17 So the things that belonged to the
Lord’s sacrifices were accomplished in
that day, in holding the Passover,

18 and offering sacrifices on the altar of
the Lord, according to the commandment
of King Josias.

19 So the children of Israel which were
present at that time held the Passover and
the feast of unleavened bread seven days.

20 Such a Passover had not been held
in Israel since the time of the prophet
Samuel.

21 Indeed, none of the kings of Israel held
such a Passover as Josias with the priests,
the Levites, and the Jews, held with all
Israel that were present in their dwelling
place at Jerusalem.

22 This Passover was held in the eigh-
teenth year of the reign of Josias.

* 1:1 2 Kings 23:21; 2 Chronicles 35:1 * 1:3Numbers 3:9 † 1:8 Jehiel, 2 Chronicles 35:8.
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23 The works of Josias were upright be-
fore his Lordwith a heart full of godliness.

24Moreover the things that came to pass
in his days have been written in times
past, concerning those who sinned and
did wickedly against the Lord more than
any other people or kingdom, and how
they grieved him ‡exceedingly, so that the
Lord’s words were confirmed against Is-
rael.

25 *Now after all these acts of Josias,
it came to pass that Pharaoh the king of
Egypt came tomakewar at Carchemish on
the Euphrates; and Josias went out against
him.

26But the king of Egypt sent to him, say-
ing, “What do I have to dowith you, O king
of Judea?

27 I wasn’t sent out from the Lord God
against you, for my war is against the Eu-
phrates. Now the Lord is with me, yes,
the Lord iswithmehasteningme forward.
Depart from me, and don’t be against the
Lord.”

28However, Josias didn’t turn back to his
chariot, but tried to fight with him, not
regarding thewords of theprophet Jeremy
from the Lord’s mouth,

29but joined battle with him in the plain
of Megiddo, and the commanders came
down against King Josias.

30 Then the king said to his servants,
“Carry me away out of the battle, for I
am very weak!” Immediately his servants
carried him away out of the army.

31 Then he got into his second chariot.
After hewas brought back to Jerusalemhe
died, and was buried in the tomb of his
ancestors.

32All Judea mourned for Josias. Jeremy
the prophet lamented for Josias, and the
chief menwith thewomenmade lamenta-
tion for him to this day. This was given out
for an ordinance to be done continually in
all the nation of Israel.

33 These things are written in the book
of the histories of the kings of Judea, and
every one of the acts that Josias did, and
his glory, and his understanding in the law

of the Lord, and the things that he had
done before, and the things now told, are
reported in the book of the kings of Israel
and Judah.

34 * The people took §Joachaz the son
of Josias, and made him king instead of
Josias his father, when he was twenty-
three years old.

35 He reigned in Judah and Jerusalem
for three months. Then the king of Egypt
deposed him from reigning in Jerusalem.

36 He set a tax upon the people of one
hundred talents of silver and one talent of
gold.

37 The king of Egypt also made King
Joakim his brother king of Judea and
Jerusalem.

38 And Joakim imprisoned the nobles
andapprehendedhis brotherZarakes, and
brought him up out of Egypt.

39 *Joakim was twenty-five years old
when he began to reign in Judea and
Jerusalem. He did that which was evil in
the sight of the Lord.

40 King Nabuchodonosor of Babylon
came up against him, bound him with a
chain of brass, and carriedhim toBabylon.

41Nabuchodonosoralso tooksomeof the
Lord’s holy vessels, carried them away,
andstored theminhisown templeatBaby-
lon.

42 But those things that are reported of
him, and of his uncleanness and impiety,
are written in the chronicles of the kings.

43 Then Joakim his son reigned in his
place. When he was made king, he was
eighteen years old.

44He reigned threemonths and ten days
in Jerusalem. He did that which was evil
before the Lord.

45 So after a year Nabuchodonosor sent
and caused him to be brought to Babylon
with the holy vessels of the Lord,

46 and made Sedekias king of Judea and
Jerusalem when he was twenty-one years
old. He reigned eleven years.

47 He also did that which was evil in
the sight of the Lord, and didn’t heed the

‡ 1:24 Or, sensibly Judges 16:17. * 1:25 2 Chronicles 35:20 * 1:34 2 Kings 23:30; 2 Chronicles 36:1 § 1:34
Another reading is, Jeconias. * 1:39 2 Chronicles 36:4-5
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words that were spoken by Jeremy the
prophet from the Lord’s mouth.

48AfterKingNabuchodonosorhadmade
him to swear by the name of the Lord, he
broke his oath and rebelled. Hardening
his neck and his heart, he transgressed the
laws of the Lord, the God of Israel.

49 Moreover the governors of the peo-
ple and of the priests did many things
wickedly, exceeding all the defilements of
all nations, and defiled the temple of the
Lord, which was sanctified in Jerusalem.

50 The God of their ancestors sent by
his messenger to call them back, because
he had compassion on them and on his
dwelling place.

51 But they mocked his messengers. In
the day when the Lord spoke, they scoffed
at his prophets

52 until he, being angry with his people
for their great ungodliness, commanded to
bringup thekings of theChaldeansagainst
them.

53 They killed their young men with
the sword around their holy temple,
and spared neither young man or young
woman, oldman or child; but he delivered
all of them into their hands.

54 They took all the holy vessels of the
Lord, both great and small, with the trea-
sure chests of the Lord’s ark and the king’s
treasures, and carried them away to Baby-
lon.

55 They burned the Lord’s house, broke
down Jerusalem’s walls, and burned its
towers with fire.

56As for her glorious things, they didn’t
stop until they had brought them all to
nothing. He carried the people who
weren’t slain with the sword to Babylon.

57 They were servants to him and to his
children until the Persians reigned, to ful-
fill the word of the Lord by the mouth of
Jeremy:

58 “Until the land has enjoyed its Sab-
baths, the whole time of her desolation
shall she keep Sabbath, to fulfill seventy
years.

2
1 In the *first year of King Cyrus of the

Persians, that the word of the Lord by the
mouth of Jeremymight be accomplished,

2 the Lord stirred up the spirit of King
Cyrus of the Persians, and he made a
proclamation throughout all his kingdom,
and also by writing,

3saying, “Cyruskingof thePersians says:
The Lord of Israel, theMost High Lord, has
mademe king of the whole world,

4 and commanded me to build him a
house at Jerusalem that is in Judea.

5 If therefore there are any of you that
are of his people, let the Lord, even his
Lord, be with him, and let him go up to
Jerusalem that is in Judea, and build the
house of the Lord of Israel. He is the Lord
who dwells in Jerusalem.

6 Therefore, of those who dwell in var-
ious places, let those who are in his own
place help each one with gold, with silver,

7 with gifts, with horses, and cattle, be-
side the other things which have been
added by vow for the temple of the Lord
which is in Jerusalem.

8 Then the chief of the families of Judah
and of the tribe of Benjamin stood up,with
thepriests, theLevites, andallwhose spirit
the Lord had stirred to go up, to build the
house for the Lord which is in Jerusalem.

9 Those who lived around them helped
theminall thingswith silverandgold,with
horses and cattle, andwith verymanygifts
thatwere vowed by a great numberwhose
minds were somoved.

10 King Cyrus also brought out the
holy vessels of the Lord, which Nabu-
chodonosor had carried away from
Jerusalem and had stored in his temple of
idols.

11Now when King Cyrus of the Persians
had brought them out, he delivered them
toMithradates his treasurer,

12 and by him they were delivered to
†Sanabassar the governor of Judea.

13 This was the number of them: one
thousand gold cups, one thousand silver
cups, twenty-nine silver censers, thirty
gold bowls, two thousand four hundred

* 2:1 2 Chronicles 36:22,23; Ezra 1:1 † 2:12 Another reading is, Simanassar.
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ten silver bowls, and one thousand other
vessels.

14 So all the vessels of gold and of silver
were brought up, even five thousand four
hundred seventy-nine,

15 and were carried back by Sanabassar,
together with the returning exiles, from
Babylon to Jerusalem.

16 *In the time of King Artaxerxes of the
Persians, Belemus, Mithradates, Tabellius,
‡Rathumus, Beeltethmus, and §Samellius
the scribe, with their other associates,
dwelling in Samaria and other places,
wrote to him against those who lived in
Judea and Jerusalem the following letter:

17 “To King Artaxerxes our Lord, from
your servants, Rathumus the recorder,
Samellius the scribe, and the rest of
their council, and the judges who are in
Coelesyria and Phoenicia:

18 Let it now be known to our lord the
king, that the Jews that have comeup from
you to us, having come to Jerusalem, are
building that rebellious and wicked city,
and are repairing its marketplaces and
walls, and are laying the foundation of a
temple.

19 Now if this city is built and its walls
are finished, they will not only refuse to
give tribute, butwill even stand up against
kings.

20Since the things pertaining to the tem-
ple are now in hand, we think it appropri-
ate not to neglect such amatter,

21 but to speak to our lord the king, to
the intent that, if it is your pleasure, search
may be made in the books of your ances-
tors.

22 You will find in the chronicles what is
written concerning these things, and will
understand that that city was rebellious,
troubling both kings and cities,

23and that the Jewswere rebellious, and
kept starting wars there in the past. For
this cause, this city was laid waste.

24Therefore nowwedodeclare to you, O
lord the king, that if this city is built again,
and its walls set up again, you will from
then on have no passage into Coelesyria
and Phoenicia.”

25 Then the king wrote back again to
Rathumus the recorder, Beeltethmus,
Samellius the scribe, and to the rest that
of their associates who lived in Samaria,
Syria, and Phoenicia, as follows:

26 “I have read the letter which you have
sent to me. Therefore I commanded to
make search, and it has been found that
that city of old time has fought against
kings,

27 and the men were given to rebellion
and war in it, and that mighty and fierce
kings were in Jerusalem, who reigned and
exacted tribute in Coelesyria and Phoeni-
cia.

28 Now therefore I have commanded to
prevent those men from building the city,
and heed to be taken that there be nothing
done contrary to this order,

29 and that those wicked doings proceed
no further to the annoyance of kings.”

30 Then King Artaxerxes, his letters be-
ing read, Rathumus, and Samellius the
scribe, and the rest of their associates,
went in haste to Jerusalem with cavalry
and a multitude of people in battle array,
and began to hinder the builders. So the
building of the temple in Jerusalem ceased
until the second year of the reign of King
Darius of the Persians.

3
1NowKing Dariusmade a great feast for

all his subjects, for allwhowereborn inhis
house, for all the princes of Media and of
Persia,

2and for all the local governors and cap-
tains and governors who were under him,
from India to Ethiopia, in the one hundred
twenty seven provinces.

3 They ate and drank, and when they
were satisfied went home. Then King Dar-
ius went into his bedchamber slept, but
awakened out of his sleep.

4Then the three youngmen of the body-
guard, who guarded the king, spoke one to
another:

5 “Let every one of us state what one
thing is strongest. King Darius will give
he whose statement seems wiser than the

* 2:16 Ezra 4:7 ‡ 2:16 Rehum, § 2:16 Shimshai.
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others great gifts andgreathonors in token
of victory.

6 He shall be clothed in purple, drink
from gold cups, sleep on a gold bed, and
have a chariot with bridles of gold, a fine
linen turban, and a chain around his neck.

7 He shall sit next to Darius because of
his wisdom, and shall be called cousin of
Darius.”

8 Then they each wrote his sentence,
sealed them, and laid them under King
Darius’ pillow,

9 and said, “When the king wakes up,
someone will give him the writing. Who-
ever the king and the three princes of Per-
sia judge that his sentence is the wisest,
to him shall the victory be given, as it is
written.”

10 The first wrote, “Wine is the
strongest.”

11 The second wrote, “The king is
strongest.”

12 The third wrote, “Women are
strongest, but above all things Truth is the
victor.”

13Nowwhen thekingwokeup, they took
thewriting and gave it to him, so he read it.

14 Sending out, he called all the princes
of Persia andofMedia, the local governors,
the captains, the governors, and the chief
officers

15and sat himself down in the royal seat
of judgment; and the writing was read
before them.

16He said, “Call the youngmen, and they
shall explain their own sentences. So they
were called and came in.

17 They said to them, “Explain what you
have written.”
Then the first, who had spoken of the

strength of wine, began
18and said this: “O sirs, how exceedingly

strongwine is! It causes allmenwhodrink
it to go astray.

19 It makes the mind of the king and of
the fatherless child tobe the same, likewise
of the bondman and of the freeman, of the
poorman and of the rich.

20 It also turns every thought into cheer
and mirth, so that a man remembers nei-
ther sorrow nor debt.

21 It makes every heart rich, so that a
man remembers neither king nor local
governor. It makes people say things in
large amounts.

22When they are in their cups, they for-
get their love both to friends and kindred,
and before long draw their swords.

23 But when they awake from their
wine, they don’t remember what they
have done.

24O sirs, isn’t wine the strongest, seeing
that it forces people to do this?” Andwhen
he had said this, he stopped speaking.

4
1Then the second,whohadspokenof the

strength of the king, began to say,
2“Osirs, don’tmenexcel in strengthwho

rule over the sea and land, and all things in
them?

3 But yet the king is stronger. He is
their lord and has dominion over them. In
whatever he commands them, they obey
him.

4 If he tells them to make war the one
against the other, they do it. If he sends
them out against the enemies, they go, and
conquermountains, walls, and towers.

5 They kill and are killed, and don’t dis-
obey the king’s commandment. If theywin
the victory, they bring everything to the
king—all the plunder and everything else.

6Likewise for thosewhoarenot soldiers,
and don’t have anything to do with wars,
but farm, when they have reaped again
thatwhich theyhad sown, theybring some
to the king and compel one another to pay
tribute to the king.

7 He is just one man! If he commands
people to kill, they kill. If he commands
them to spare, they spare.

8 If he commands them to strike, they
strike. If he commands them to make des-
olate, theymake desolate. If he commands
to build, they build.

9 If he commands them to cut down, they
cut down. If he commands them to plant,
they plant.

10 So all his people and his armies obey
him. Furthermore, he lies down, he eats
and drinks, and takes his rest;
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11 and these keep watch around him.
None of them may depart and do his own
business. They don’t disobey him in any-
thing.

12 O sirs, how could the king not be the
strongest, seeing that he is obeyed like
this?” Then he stopped talking.

13 Then the third, who had spoken of
women, and of truth, (this was Zorobabel)
began to speak:

14 “O sirs, isn’t the king great, and men
are many, and isn’t wine strong? Who is
it thenwho rules them, or has the lordship
over them? Aren’t they women?

15 Women have given birth to the king
and all the people who rule over sea and
land.

16 They came from women. Women
nourished up those who planted the vine-
yards, fromwhere the wine comes.

17Women also make garments for men.
Thesebringglory tomen. Withoutwomen,
men can’t exist.

18Yes, and ifmenhavegathered together
gold and silver and any other beautiful
thing, and see a woman who is lovely in
appearance and beauty,

19 they let all those things go and gape
at her, and with open mouth stare at her.
They all have more desire for her than for
gold, or silver, or any other beautiful thing.

20 A man leaves his own father who
brought him up, leaves his own country,
and joins with his wife.

21Withhiswife he ends his days,with no
thought for his father, mother, or country.

22 By this also you must know that
women have dominion over you. Don’t
you labor and toil, and bring it all to give
to women?

23 Yes, a man takes his sword and goes
out to travel, to rob, to steal, and to sail on
the sea and on rivers.

24He sees a lion and walks in the dark-
ness. When he has stolen, plundered, and
robbed, he brings it to thewomanhe loves.

25 Therefore a man loves his wife better
than father or mother.

26 Yes, there are many who have lost
theirminds forwomen, andbecomeslaves
for their sakes.

27Many also have perished, have stum-
bled, and sinned, for women.

28 Now don’t you believe me? Isn’t the
king great in his power? Don’t all regions
fear to touch him?

29 Yet I saw him and Apame the king’s
concubine, the daughter of the illustrious
Barticus, sitting at the right hand of the
king,

30 and taking the crown from the king’s
head, and setting it upon her own head.
Yes, she struck the king with her left hand.

31 At this, the king gaped and gazed at
her with openmouth. If she smiles at him,
he laughs. But if she takes any displeasure
at him, he flatters her, that she might be
reconciled to him again.

32 O sirs, how can it not be that women
are strong, seeing they do this?”

33 Then the king and the nobles looked
at one another. So he began to speak con-
cerning truth.

34 “O sirs, aren’t women strong? The
earth is great. The sky is high. The sun is
swift in its course, for it circles around the
sky, and returns on its course again in one
day.

35 Isn’t hewhomakes these things great?
Therefore the truth is great, and stronger
than all things.

36All the earth calls upon truth, and the
sky blesses truth. All works shake and
tremble, but with truth there is no unrigh-
teous thing.

37Wine is unrighteous. The king is un-
righteous. Women are unrighteous. All
the children of men are unrighteous, and
all their works are unrighteous. There is
no truth in them. They shall also perish in
their unrighteousness.

38 But truth remains, and is strong for-
ever. Truth lives and conquers forever-
more.

39 With truth there is no partiality to-
ward persons or rewards, but truth does
the things that are just, instead of any
unrighteous or wicked things. All men
approve truth’s works.

40 In truth’s judgment is not any unrigh-
teousness. Truth is the strength, the king-
dom, the power, and the majesty of all
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ages. Blessed be the God of truth!”
41With that, he stopped speaking. Then

all the people shouted and said, “Great is
truth, and strong above all things!”

42 Then the king said to him, “Ask what
you wish, even more than is appointed in
writing, andwewill give it to you, because
youare foundwisest. You shall sit nextme,
and shall be calledmy cousin.”

43 Then he said to the king, “Remem-
ber your vow, which you vowed to build
Jerusalem, in the day when you came to
your kingdom,

44 and to send back all the vessels that
were taken out of Jerusalem, which Cyrus
set apart when he vowed to destroy Baby-
lon, and vowed to send them back there.

45 You also vowed to build the temple
which the Edomites burned when Judea
wasmade desolate by the Chaldeans.

46Now, O lord the king, this is what I re-
quest, and what I desire of you, and this is
the princely generosity that may proceed
from you: I ask therefore that you make
good the vow, the performance of which
youhavevowed to theKingofHeavenwith
your ownmouth.”

47ThenKingDarius stoodup, kissedhim,
andwrote letters for him to all the treasur-
ers and governors and captains and local
governors, that they should safely bring
on their way both him, and all those who
would go up with him to build Jerusalem.

48He wrote letters also to all the gover-
nors who were in Coelesyria and Phoeni-
cia, and to them in Libanus, that they
should bring cedar wood from Libanus to
Jerusalem, and that they should help him
build the city.

49 Moreover he wrote for all the Jews
who would go out of his realm up into
Judea concerning their freedom, that no
officer, no governor, no local governor,
nor treasurer, should forcibly enter into
their doors,

50 and that all the country which they
occupied should be free to them without
tribute, and that the Edomites should give
up the villages of the Jewswhich they held
at that time,

51and that there should be given twenty
talents yearly toward the building of the
temple, until the time that it was built,

52 and another ten talents yearly for
burnt offerings to be presented upon the
altar every day, as they had a command-
ment to make seventeen offerings,

53 and that all those who would come
from Babylonia to build the city should
have their freedom—they and their de-
scendants, and all the priests that came.

54He wrote also to give them their sup-
port and the priests’ vestments in which
theyminister.

55 For the Levites he wrote that their
support shouldbe given themuntil the day
that the housewas finished and Jerusalem
built up.

56 He commanded that land and wages
shouldbe given to allwhoguarded the city.

57He also sent away all the vessels from
Babylon that Cyrus had set apart, and all
that Cyrus had given in commandment, he
commanded also to be done and to be sent
to Jerusalem.

58 Now when this young man had gone
out, he lifted up his face to heaven toward
Jerusalem, andpraised theKing of heaven,

59 and said, “From you comes victory.
From you comes wisdom. Yours is the
glory, and I am your servant.

60 Blessed are you, who have given me
wisdom. I give thanks to you, OLord of our
fathers.

61 So he took the letters, went out, came
to Babylon, and told it all his kindred.

62 They praised the God of their ances-
tors, because he had given them freedom
and liberty

63 to go up and to build Jerusalem and
the temple which is called by his name.
They feasted with instruments of music
and gladness seven days.

5
1After this, the chiefs of fathers’ houses

were chosen to go up according to their
tribes, with their wives, sons, and daugh-
ters, with their menservants andmaidser-
vants, and their livestock.
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2 Darius sent with them one thousand
cavalry to bring them back to Jerusalem
with peace, with musical instruments,
drums, and flutes.

3 All their kindred were making merry,
and he made them go up together with
them.

4 These are the names of the men who
wentup, according to their families among
their tribes, after their several divisions.

5 The priests, the sons of Phinees, the
sons of Aaron: Jesus the son of Josedek,
the son of Saraias, and Joakim the son
of Zorobabel, the son of Salathiel, of the
house of David, of the lineage of Phares, of
the tribe of Judah,

6 who spoke wise words before Darius
the king of Persia in the second year of his
reign, in themonthNisan,which is thefirst
month.

7*These are the of Judeanswho cameup
from the captivity, where they lived as for-
eigners, whom Nabuchodonosor the king
of Babylon had carried away to Babylon.

8 They returned to Jerusalem and to
the other parts of Judea, every man to
his own city, who came with Zorobabel,
with Jesus, Nehemias, † Zaraias, Resa-
ias,‡ Eneneus, Mardocheus, Beelsarus,§
Aspharsus,† Reelias, Roimus, and Baana,
their leaders.

9 The number of them of the nation and
their leaders: the sons of Phoros, two thou-
sand one hundred seventy two; the sons
of‡ Saphat, four hundred seventy two;

10 the sons of§ Ares, seven hundred fifty
six;

11 the sons of† Phaath Moab, of the sons
of Jesus and Joab, two thousand eight hun-
dred twelve;

12 the sons of Elam, one thousand two
hundred fifty four; the sons of‡ Zathui,
nine hundred forty five; the sons of§
Chorbe, seven hundred five; the sons of
Bani, six hundred forty eight;

13 the sons of Bebai, six hundred twenty
three; the sons of† Astad,‡ one thousand
three hundred twenty two;

14 the sons of Adonikam, six hundred
sixty seven; the sons of§ Bagoi, two thou-
sand sixty six; the sons of† Adinu, four
hundred fifty four;

15 the sons of‡ Ater, of Ezekias, ninety
two; the sons of Kilan and Azetas, sixty
seven; the sons of§ Azaru, four hundred
thirty two;

16 the sons of† Annis, one hundred one;
the sons of Arom, the sons of‡ Bassai, three
hundred twenty three; the sons of Arsi-
phurith, one hundred twelve;

17 the sons of Baiterus, three thousand
five; the sons of§ Bethlomon, one hundred
twenty three;

18 those from Netophas, fifty five; those
from Anathoth, one hundred fifty eight;
those from† Bethasmoth, forty two;

19 those from ‡ Kariathiarius, twenty
five: those fromCaphira andBeroth, seven
hundred forty three;

20 the Chadiasai and Ammidioi, four
hundred twenty two; those from §Kirama
and †Gabbe, six hundred twenty one;

21 those from ‡Macalon, one hundred
twenty two; those from §Betolion, fifty
two; the sons of †Niphis, one hundred fifty
six;

22 the sons of ‡Calamolalus and §Onus,
seven hundred twenty five; the sons of †

Jerechu, ‡three hundred forty five;
23 and the sons of §Sanaas, three thou-

sand three hundred thirty.
24 The priests: the sons of †Jeddu, the

son of Jesus, among the sons of Sanasib,
nine hundred seventy two; the sons of ‡

Emmeruth, one thousand fifty two;
25 the sons of §Phassurus, one thousand

two hundred forty seven; and the sons of
†Charme, one thousand seventeen.
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26 The Levites: the sons of Jesus, Kad-
miel, Bannas, and Sudias, seventy four.

27 The holy singers: the sons of Asaph,
one hundred twenty eight.

28 The gatekeepers: the sons of‡ Salum,
the sons of§ Atar, the sons of Tolman, the
sons of†Dacubi, the sons of‡Ateta, the sons
of§ Sabi, in all one hundred thirty nine.

29The temple servants: the sonsof†Esau,
the sons of‡ Asipha, the sons of Tabaoth,
the sons of§ Keras, the sons of† Sua, the
sons of‡ Phaleas, the sons of Labana, the
sons of§ Aggaba.

30 the sons of† Acud, the sons of Uta, the
sons of Ketab, the sons of‡Accaba, the sons
of§ Subai, the sons of† Anan, the sons of‡
Cathua, the sons of§ Geddur,

31 the sons of† Jairus, the sons of‡Daisan,
the sons of§ Noeba, the sons of Chaseba,
the sons of† Gazera, the sons of‡ Ozias, the
sons of§ Phinoe, the sons of Asara, the sons
of†Basthai, the sons of‡Asana, the sons of§
Maani, the sons of† Naphisi, the sons of‡
Acub, the sons of§ Achipha, the sons of†
Asur, the sons of Pharakim, the sons of‡
Basaloth,

32 the sonsof§Meedda, the sonsofCutha,
the sons of† Charea, the sons of‡ Barchus,
the sons of§ Serar, the sons of† Thomei, the
sons of‡Nasi, the sons of Atipha.

33 The sons of the servants of Solomon:
the sons of§ Assaphioth, the sons of† Phar-
ida, the sons of‡ Jeeli, the sons of§ Lozon,
the sons of† Isdael, the sons of‡ Saphuthi,

34 the sons of§ Agia, the sons of†
Phacareth, the sons of Sabie, the sons of
Sarothie, the sons of‡ Masias, the sons of
Gas, the sons of Addus, the sons of Subas,

the sons of Apherra, the sons of Barodis,
the sons of Saphat, the sons of Allon.

35All the temple-servants and the sons of
the servants of Solomon were three hun-
dred seventy two.

36 These came up from§ Thermeleth,
and† Thelersas,‡ Charaathalan leading
them, and Allar;

37and theycouldnot showtheir families,
nor their stock, how they were of Israel:
the sons of§Dalan the son of†Ban, the sons
of‡Nekodan, six hundred fifty two.

38 Of the priests, those who usurped
the office of the priesthood and were not
found: the sons of§ Obdia, the sons of†
Akkos, the sons of Jaddus, who married
Augia one of the daughters of‡ Zorzelleus,
and was called after his name.

39When thedescriptionof thekindredof
these men was sought in the register and
was not found, they were removed from
executing the office of the priesthood;

40 for Nehemias and Attharias told them
that they should not be partakers of the
holy things until a high priest wearing§
Urim and Thummim should arise.

41Soall thoseof Israel, fromtwelveyears
old and upward, beside menservants and
women servants, were in number forty
two thousand three hundred sixty.

42 Their menservants and handmaids
were seven thousand three hundred thirty
and seven; the minstrels and singers, two
hundred forty five;

43 four hundred thirty and five camels,
seven thousand thirty six horses, two hun-
dred forty five mules, and five thousand
five hundred twenty five beasts of burden.

44 And some of the chief men of their
families, when they came to the temple of

‡ 5:28 Shallum. § 5:28 Ater. † 5:28 Akkub. ‡ 5:28Hatita. § 5:28 Shobai. † 5:29 Ziha. ‡ 5:29Hasupha.
§ 5:29Keros. † 5:29 Siaha. ‡ 5:29 Padon. § 5:29Hagaba. † 5:30Akkub. ‡ 5:30Hagab. § 5:30 Shamlai.
† 5:30Hanan. ‡ 5:30Giddel. § 5:30Gahar † 5:31Reaiah. ‡ 5:31Rezin. § 5:31Nekoda. † 5:31Gazzam.
‡ 5:31Uzza. § 5:31Paseah. † 5:31Besai. ‡ 5:31Asnah. § 5:31Meunim. † 5:31Nephisim. ‡ 5:31Bakbuk.
According to other readings,Acum,orAcuph. § 5:31Hakupha. † 5:31Harhur. ‡ 5:31Bazluth. § 5:32Mehida.
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Hussophereth. † 5:33 Peruda. ‡ 5:33 Jaalah. § 5:33 Darkon. † 5:33 Giddel. ‡ 5:33 Shephatia. § 5:34
Hattil. † 5:34 Pochereth-haz-zebaim, Ezra 2:57. ‡ 5:34 Another reading is,Misaias. § 5:36 Telmelah. † 5:36
Telharsha. ‡ 5:36 Cherub. Addan. § 5:37Delaiah. Another reading is,Asan. † 5:37 TobiahAnother reading is,
Baenan. ‡ 5:37 Nekoda. § 5:38 Habaiah, or Hobaiah. † 5:38 Hakkoz. ‡ 5:38 Barzillai. Another reading is,
Phaezeldaeus. § 5:40 Gr. themanifestation and truth.
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God that is in Jerusalem, vowed to set up
the house again in its own place according
to their ability,

45and togive into theholy treasuryof the
works one thousand minas† of gold, five
thousand minas of silver, and one hun-
dred priestly vestments.

46 The priests and the Levites and some
of the people lived in Jerusalem and the
country. The holy singers also and the
gatekeepers and all Israel lived in their
villages.

47 But when the seventh month was at
hand, andwhen thechildrenof Israelwere
each in their own place, they all came
together with one purpose into the broad
place before the first porch which is to-
ward the east.

48 Then Jesus the son of Josedek, his
kindred the priests, Zorobabel the son of
Salathiel, and his kindred stood up and
made the altar of the God of Israel ready

49 to offer burned sacrifices upon it, in
accordancewith the express commands in
the book of Moses theman of God.

50 Some people joined them out of the
other nations of the land, and they erected
the altar upon its own place, because all
the nations of the land were hostile to
them and oppressed them; and they of-
fered sacrifices at the proper times and
burnt offerings to the Lord both morning
and evening.

51They also held the feast of tabernacles,
as it is commanded in the law, and offered
sacrifices daily, as appropriate.

52 After that, they offered the continual
oblations and the sacrifices of the Sab-
baths, of the new moons, and of all the
consecrated feasts.

53 All those who had made any vow to
God began to offer sacrifices to God from
the new moon of the seventh month, al-
though the temple of Godwas not yet built.

54 They gave money, food, and drink to
themasons and carpenters.

55 They also gave carts to the people of
Sidon and Tyre, that they should bring
cedar trees from Libanus, and convey

them in rafts to the harbor of Joppa, ac-
cording to the commandment which was
written for them by Cyrus king of the Per-
sians.

56 In the second year after his coming to
the temple of God at Jerusalem, in the sec-
ondmonth, Zorobabel the son of Salathiel,
Jesus the son of Josedek, their kindred, the
Levitical priests, and all those who had
come to Jerusalem out of the captivity be-
gan work.

57They laid the foundation of God’s tem-
ple on the newmoon of the secondmonth,
in the second year after they had come to
Judea and Jerusalem.

58*Theyappointed theLeviteswhowere
at least twenty years old over the Lord’s
works. Then Jesus, with his sons and
kindred, Kadmiel his brother, the sons of
Jesus, Emadabun, and the sons of Joda the
son of Iliadun, and their sons and kindred,
all the Levites, with one accord stood up
and started the business, laboring to ad-
vance theworks in thehouseofGod. So the
builders built the Lord’s temple.

59 The priests stood arrayed in their
vestments with musical instruments and
trumpets, and the Levites the sons of As-
aph with their cymbals,

60 singing songs of thanksgiving and
praising the Lord, according to the direc-
tions of King David of Israel.

61 They sang aloud, praising the Lord in
songs of thanksgiving, because his good-
ness and his glory are forever in all Israel.

62 All the people sounded trumpets and
shoutedwith a loud voice, singing songs of
thanksgiving to the Lord for the raising up
of the Lord’s house.

63 *Some of the Levitical priests and of
the heads of their families, the elderlywho
had seen the former house came to the
building of this one with lamentation and
great weeping.

64 But many with trumpets and joy
shouted with a loud voice,

65 so that the people couldn’t hear the
trumpets for the weeping of the people,

† 5:45 Amina is about 570 grams or 1.25 pounds. * 5:58 Ezra 3:8-9 * 5:63 Ezra 3:12-13 * 5:66 Ezra 4:1
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for the multitude sounded loudly, so that
it was heard far away.

66 * Therefore when the enemies of the
tribe of Judah and Benjamin heard it, they
came to knowwhat that noise of trumpets
meant.

67They learned that those who returned
from captivity built the temple for the
Lord, the God of Israel.

68 So they went to Zorobabel and Jesus,
and to the chief men of the families, and
said to them, “We will build together with
you.

69 For we, just like you, obey your Lord,
and sacrifice to him from the days of King
‡Asbasarethof theAssyrians,whobrought
us here.”

70 Then Zorobabel, Jesus and the chief
men of the families of Israel said to them,
“It is not for you to build the house for the
Lord our God.

71We ourselves alone will build for the
Lordof Israel, asKingCyrusof thePersians
has commanded us.”

72 But the heathen of the land pressed
hard upon the inhabitants of Judea, cut off
their supplies, and hindered their build-
ing.

73By their secret plots, and popular per-
suasions and commotions, they hindered
the finishing of the building all the time
that King Cyrus lived. So they were hin-
dered from building for two years, until
the reign of Darius.

6
1Now *in the second year of the reign of

Darius, Aggaeus and Zacharius the son of†
Addo, the prophets, prophesied to the Jews
in Judea and Jerusalem in the name of the
Lord, the God of Israel.

2 Then Zorobabel the son of Salathiel
and Jesus the son of Josedek stood up and
began to build the house of the Lord at
Jerusalem, the prophets of the Lord being
with them and helping them.

3 *At the same time ‡Sisinnes the gover-
nor of Syria and Phoenicia came to them,
with §Sathrabuzanes and his companions,
and said to them,

4 “By whose authority do you build this
house and this roof, and perform all the
other things? Whoare the builderswhodo
these things?”

5Nevertheless, the elders of the Jews ob-
tained favor, because the Lord had visited
the captives;

6and theywerenothindered frombuild-
ing until such time as communication was
made to Darius concerning them, and his
answer received.

7 A copy of the letter which Sisinnes,
governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and
Sathrabuzanes, with their companions,
the rulers in Syria and Phoenicia, wrote
and sent to Darius:

8 “To King Darius, greetings. Let it be
fully known to our lord the king, that hav-
ing come into the country of Judea, and en-
tered into the city of Jerusalem, we found
in the city of Jerusalem the elders of the
Jews that were of the captivity

9building a great newhouse for theLord
of hewnand costly stones,with timber laid
in the walls.

10Thoseworksarebeingdonewithgreat
speed. The work goes on prosperously in
their hands, and it is being accomplished
with all glory and diligence.

11 Then asked we these elders, saying,
‘By whose authority are you building this
house and laying the foundations of these
works?’

12Therefore, to the intent that we might
give knowledge to you by writing who
were the leaders,wequestioned them, and
we required of them the names in writing
of their principal men.

13 So they gave us this answer, ‘We are
the servants of the Lordwhomade heaven
and earth.

14 As for this house, it was built many
years ago by a great and strong king of
Israel, and was finished.

15 But when our fathers sinned against
the Lord of Israel who is in heaven, and
provoked him towrath, he gave themover
into the hands of King Nabuchodonosor of
Babylon, king of the Chaldeans.

‡ 5:69 Another reading is, Asbacaphath. * 6:1 Ezra 4:24; 5:1 † 6:1 Iddo. Another reading is, Eddin * 6:3 Ezra
5:3 ‡ 6:3 Tattenai. § 6:3 Shetharbozenai
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16 They pulled down the house, burned
it, and carried away the people captive to
Babylon.

17But in the first year that Cyrus reigned
over the country of Babylon, King Cyrus
wrote that this house should be rebuilt.

18 The holy vessels of gold and of silver
that Nabuchodonosor had carried away
out of the house at Jerusalem and had set
up in his own temple, those King Cyrus
brought out of the temple in Babylonia,
and they were delivered to Zorobabel and
to †Sanabassarus the governor,

19 with commandment that he should
carry away all these vessels, and put them
in the temple at Jerusalem, and that the
Lord’s temple should be built on its site.

20 Then Sanabassarus, having come
here, laid the foundations of the Lord’s
house which is in Jerusalem. From that
time to this we are still building. It is not
yet fully completed.’

21 Now therefore, if it seems good, O
king, let a search bemade among the royal
archives of our lord the king that are in
Babylon.

22 If it is found that the building of the
house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem
has been done with the consent of King
Cyrus, and it seems good to our lord the
king, let himsendusdirections concerning
these things.”

23 *Then King Darius commanded that a
search be made among the archives that
were laid up at Babylon. So at Ekbatana
the palace, which is in the country of Me-
dia, a scroll was found where these things
were recorded:

24 “In the first year of the reign of Cyrus,
King Cyrus commanded to build up the
house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem,
where they sacrifice with continual fire.

25 Its height shall be sixty cubits, and the
breadth sixty cubits, with three rows of
hewn stones, and one row of new wood
from that country. Its expenses are to be
given out of the house of King Cyrus.

26 The holy vessels of the house of
the Lord, both gold and silver, that

Nabuchodonosor took out of the house
at Jerusalem and carried away to Baby-
lon, should be restored to the house at
Jerusalem, and be set in the place where
they were before.”

27 Also he commanded that Sisinnes
the governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and
Sathrabuzanes, and their companions,
and those who were appointed rulers in
Syria and Phoenicia, should be careful
not to meddle with the place, but allow
Zorobabel, the servant of the Lord, and
governor of Judea, and the elders of the
Jews, to build that house of the Lord in its
place.

28 “I also command to have it built up
whole again; and that they look diligently
to help those who are of the captivity of
Judea, until the house of the Lord is fin-
ished,

29 and that out of the tribute of
Coelesyria and Phoenicia a portion shall
be carefully given to these men for the
sacrifices of the Lord, that is, to Zorobabel
the governor for bulls, rams, and lambs,

30 and also corn, salt, wine and oil, and
that continually every year without fur-
therquestion, accordingas thepriestswho
are in Jerusalem may direct to be daily
spent,

31 that drink offerings may be made to
the Most High God for the king and for his
children, and that they may pray for their
lives.”

32He commanded that whoever should
transgress, yes, or neglect anything writ-
ten here, a beam shall be taken out of his
own house, and he shall be hanged on it,
and all his goods seized for the king.

33“Thereforemay theLord,whosename
is called upon there, utterly destroy every
king andnation that stretches out his hand
to hinder or damage that house of the Lord
in Jerusalem.

34 I, King Darius have ordained that
these things be done with diligence.”

7
1 Then * Sisinnes the governor

of Coelesyria and Phoenicia, and
† 6:18 Another reading is, Sabunassarus. * 6:23 Ezra 6:1 * 7:1 Ezra 6:13
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Sathrabuzanes, with their companions,
following the commandments of King
Darius,

2 very carefully supervised the holy
work, assisting the elders of the Jews and
rulers of the temple.

3 So the holy work prospered, while Ag-
gaeus and Zacharias the prophets prophe-
sied.

4 They finished these things by the com-
mandment of the Lord, the God of Israel,
andwith the consent of Cyrus, Darius, and
Artaxerxes, kings of the Persians.

5 So the holy house was finished by the
twenty-third day of the month Adar, in the
sixth year of King Darius.

6 The children of Israel, the priests, the
Levites, and the otherswho returned from
captivity who joined them did what was
written in the book of Moses.

7For the dedication of the Lord’s temple,
they offered one hundred bulls, two hun-
dred rams, four hundred lambs,

8 and twelve male goats for the sin of
all Israel, according to the number of the
twelve princes of the tribes of Israel.

9 The priests and the Levites stood ar-
rayed in their vestments, according to
their kindred, for the services of the Lord,
the God of Israel, according to the book
of Moses. The gatekeepers were at every
gate.

10The children of Israelwho came out of
captivity held the Passover the fourteenth
day of the first month, when the priests
and the Levites were sanctified together,

11with all those who returned from cap-
tivity; for they were sanctified. For the
Levites were all sanctified together,

12 and they offered the Passover for all
who returned from captivity, for their kin-
dred the priests, and for themselves.

13The children of Israelwho came out of
the captivity ate, even all those who had
separated themselves from the abomina-
tionsof theheathenof the land, and sought
the Lord.

14 They kept the feast of unleavened
bread seven days, rejoicing before the

Lord,
15 because he had turned the counsel

of the king of Assyria toward them, to
strengthen their hands in the works of the
Lord, the God of Israel.

8
1 * After these things, when Artaxerxes

the king of the Persians reigned, Esdras
came,whowas the son ofAzaraias, the son
of Zechrias, the son of Helkias, the son of
Salem,

2 the sonof Sadduk, the sonofAhitob, the
son of Amarias, the son of Ozias,† the son
ofMemeroth, the son of Zaraias, the son of
Savias, the sonofBoccas, the sonofAbisne,
the son of Phinees, the son of Eleazar, the
son of Aaron, the chief priest.

3 This Esdras went up from Babylon as
a skilled scribe in the law of Moses, which
was given by the God of Israel.

4 The king honored him, for he found
favor in his sight in all his requests.

5 There went up with him also some of
the children of Israel, and of the priests,
Levites, holy singers, gatekeepers, and
temple servants to Jerusalem

6 in the seventh year of the reign of Ar-
taxerxes, in the fifth month (this was the
king’s seventh year); for they left Baby-
lon on the new moon of the first month
and came to Jerusalem, by the prosperous
journey which the Lord gave them‡ for his
sake.

7 For Esdras had very great skill, so that
he omitted nothing of the law and com-
mandments of the Lord, but taught all Is-
rael the ordinances and judgments.

8Now the commission, which was writ-
ten from King Artaxerxes, came to Esdras
thepriest andreaderof the lawof theLord,
was as follows:

9 “King Artaxerxes to Esdras the priest
and reader of the law of the Lord, greet-
ings.

10Having determined to deal graciously,
I have given orders that those of the nation
of the Jews, and of the priests and Levites,
and of those within our realm who are

* 8:1 Ezra 7:1 † 8:2 The VaticanMS. omits the son ofMemeroth, the son of Zaraias, the son of Savias. ‡ 8:6 Some
MSS. omit for his sake.
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willing and freely choose to, should go
with you to Jerusalem.

11As many therefore as are so disposed,
let them depart with you, as it has seemed
good both to me and my seven friends the
counselors,

12 that they may look to the affairs of
Judea and Jerusalem, in accordance with
what is in the Lord’s law,

13and carry the gifts to the Lord of Israel
to Jerusalem, which I andmy friends have
vowed, and that all the gold and silver that
can be found in the country of Babylonia
for the Lord in Jerusalem,

14 with that also which is given of the
people for the temple of the Lord their God
that is at Jerusalem, be collected: even the
gold and silver for bulls, rams, and lambs,
and what goes with them,

15 to the end that they may offer sacri-
fices to the Lord upon the altar of the Lord
their God, which is in Jerusalem.

16 Whatever you and your kindred de-
cide to do with gold and silver, do that
according to the will of your God.

17Theholy vessels of theLord,which are
given you for the use of the temple of your
God, which is in Jerusalem,

18 and whatever else you shall remem-
ber for the use of the temple of your God,
you shall give it out of the king’s treasury.

19 I, King Artaxerxes, have also com-
manded the keepers of the treasures in
Syria and Phoenicia, that whatever Esdras
the priest and reader of the lawof theMost
High God shall send for, they should give it
to himwith all diligence,

20 to the sum of one hundred talents of
silver, likewise also of wheat even to one
hundred cors§, and one hundred firkins†
of wine, and‡ salt in abundance.

21Let all things be performed after God’s
law diligently to the most high God, that
wrath come not upon the kingdom of the
king and his sons.

22 I command you also that no tax, nor
any other imposition, be laid upon any of

the priests, or Levites, or holy singers, or
gatekeepers, or temple servants, or any
that have employment in this temple, and
that no man has authority to impose any
tax on them.

23 You, Esdras, according to the wisdom
ofGod, ordain judges and justices that they
may judge in all Syria and Phoenicia all
those who know the law of your God; and
those who don’t know it, you shall teach.

24Whoever transgresses the law of your
God and of the king shall be punished dili-
gently, whether it be by death, or other
punishment, by penalty of money, or by
imprisonment.”

25 Then Esdras the scribe said, “Blessed
be the only Lord, the God of my fathers,
who has put these things into the heart
of the king, to glorify his house that is in
Jerusalem,

26and has honoredme in the sight of the
king, his counselors, andall his friendsand
nobles.

27 Therefore I was encouraged by the
help of the Lord my God, and gathered
togetheroutof Israelmen togoupwithme.

28 These are the chief according to their
families and their several divisions, who
wentupwithme fromBabylon in the reign
of King Artaxerxes:

29 of the sons of Phinees, Gerson; of the
sons of Ithamar, Gamael; of the sons of
David,§ Attus† the son of Sechenias;

30 of the sons of Phoros, Zacharais; and
with him were counted one hundred fifty
men;

31 of the sons of Phaath Moab, Eliaonias
the son of‡ Zaraias, andwith him two hun-
dredmen;

32 §of the sons of Zathoes, Sechenias the
sonof Jezelus, andwithhimthreehundred
men; of the sons of Adin, Obeth the son of
Jonathan, and with him two hundred fifty
men;

33of the sonsofElam, Jesias sonofGotho-
lias, and with him seventy men;

34of the sons of Saphatias, Zaraias son of
Michael, and with him seventy men;

§ 8:20 a cor is about 230 liters, so 100 cors is about 23 kiloliters or 652 bushels † 8:20 a firkin is about 41 liters
or 11 gallons. ‡ 8:20 So some authorities. See Ezra 7:22. The common reading is, other things. § 8:29 Hattush.
† 8:29 Ezra 8:3, of the sons of Shecaniah; of the sons of Parosh. ‡ 8:31 Zerehiah. § 8:32 Ezra 8:5, of the sons of
Shecaniah, the son of Jahaziel.
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35 of the sons of Joab, Abadias son of
Jehiel. Jezelus, and with him two hundred
twelvemen;

36 † of the sons of Banias, Salimoth son of
Josaphias, andwithhimonehundred sixty
men;

37 of the sons of Babi, Zacharias son of
Bebai, and with him twenty-eight men;

38 of the sons of Azgad: Astath, Joannes
son ofHakkatanAkatan, andwith himone
hundred tenmen;

39 of the sons of Adonikam, the last, and
these are the names of them, Eliphalat,
Jeuel, and Samaias, andwith them seventy
men;

40 of the sons of Bago, Uthi the son of
Istalcurus, and with him seventy men.

41 I gathered them together to the river
called Theras. There we pitched our tents
three days, and I inspected them.

42 When I had found there none of the
priests and Levites,

43 then sent I to Eleazar, Iduel, Maasmas,
44 Elnathan, Samaias, Joribus, Nathan,

Ennatan, Zacharias, and Mosollamus,
principal men andmen of understanding.

45 I asked them to go to Loddeus the cap-
tain, who was in the place of the treasury,

46 and commanded them that they
should speak to Loddeus, to his kindred,
and to the treasurers in that place, to send
us such men as might execute the priests’
office in our Lord’s house.

47 By the mighty hand of our Lord, they
brought to usmen of understanding of the
sons of‡ Mooli the son of Levi, the son of
Israel,§ Asebebias, and his sons, and his
kindred, whowere eighteen,

48 and† Asebias, Annuus, and Osaias his
brother, of the sons of Chanuneus, and
their sons were twentymen;

49 and of the temple servants whom
David and the principal men had ap-
pointed for the servants of the Levites, two
hundred twenty temple servants. The list
of all their names was reported.

50 There I vowed a fast for the young
men before our Lord, to seek from him a

prosperous journeyboth forus and for our
children and livestock that were with us;

51 for I was ashamed to ask of the king
infantry, cavalry, and an escort for protec-
tion against our adversaries.

52 For we had said to the king that the
power of our Lord would be with those
who seek him, to support them in all ways.

53 Again we prayed to our lord about
these things, and foundhim tobemerciful.

54 Then I set apart twelve men of the
chiefs of the priests,‡ Eserebias, Assamias,
and tenmen of their kindred with them.

55 I weighed out to them the silver, the
gold, and the holy vessels of the house of
our Lord, which the king, his counselors,
the nobles, and all Israel had given.

56When I had weighed it, I delivered to
them six hundred fifty talents of silver, sil-
ver vessels weighing one hundred talents,
one hundred talents of gold,

57 twenty golden vessels, and twelve ves-
sels of brass, even of fine brass, glittering
like gold.

58 I said to them, “You are holy to the
Lord, the vessels are holy, and the gold and
the silver are a vow to the Lord, the Lord of
our fathers.

59 Watch and keep them until you de-
liver them to the chiefs of the priests
and Levites, and to the principal men of
the families of Israel in Jerusalem, in the
chambers of our Lord’s house.

60 So the priests and the Levites who re-
ceived the silver, the gold, and the vessels
which were in Jerusalem, brought them
into the temple of the Lord.

61We left the river Theras on the twelfth
day of the first month. We came to
Jerusalem by the mighty hand of our Lord
whichwas upon us. The Lord delivered us
from fromevery enemy on theway, and so
we came to Jerusalem.

62When we had been there three days,
the silver and goldwasweighed and deliv-
ered in our Lord’s house on the fourth day
to§Marmoth the priest the son of† Urias.

† 8:36Ezra 8:10, of the sonsof Shelomith, the sonof Josiphiah. ‡ 8:47Mahli. § 8:47 Sherebiah. † 8:48Hashabiah.
‡ 8:54 Sherebiah, Hashabiah. § 8:62Meremoth. † 8:62 Uriah. ‡ 8:63Noadiah the son of Binnui.
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63With him was Eleazar the son of Phi-
nees, andwith themwere Josabdus the son
of Jesus and‡ Moeth the son of Sabannus,
the Levites. All was delivered to them by
number andweight.

64All theweight of themwas recorded at
the same hour.

65 Moreover those who had come out
of captivity offered sacrifices to the Lord,
the God of Israel, even twelve bulls for all
Israel, ninety-six rams,

66 seventy-two lambs, and twelve goats
for a peace offering—all of them a sacrifice
to the Lord.

67 They delivered the king’s command-
ments to the king’s stewards and to the
governors of Coelesyria and Phoenicia;
and they honored the people and the tem-
ple of the Lord.

68Nowwhen these thingsweredone, the
principal men came tome and said,

69 “The nation of Israel, the princes,
the priests, and the Levites haven’t put
away from themselves the foreign peo-
ple of the land nor the uncleannesses
of the Gentiles—the Canaanites, Hittites,
Pherezites, Jebusites, Moabites, Egyptians,
and Edomites.

70 For both they and their sons have
marriedwith their daughters, and theholy
seed is mixed with the foreign people of
the land. From the beginning of this mat-
ter the rulers and the nobles have been
partakers of this iniquity.”

71 And as soon as I had heard these
things, I tore my clothes and my holy gar-
ment, and plucked the hair from off my
head and beard, and sat down sad and full
of heaviness.

72 So all those who were moved at the
word of the Lord, the God of Israel, as-
sembled to me while I mourned for the
iniquity, but I sat still full of heavinessuntil
the evening sacrifice.

73 Then rising up from the fast with my
clothes and my holy garment torn, and
bowing my knees and stretching out my
hands to the Lord,

74 I said, “O Lord, I am ashamed and
confounded before your face,

75 for our sins are multiplied above our
heads, and our errors have reached up to

heaven
76 ever since the time of our fathers. We

are in great sin, even to this day.
77 For our sins and our fathers’ we with

our kindred, our kings, and our priests
were given up to the kings of the earth, to
the sword, and to captivity, and for a prey
with shame, to this day.

78Now in somemeasuremercy has been
shown to us from you, O Lord, that there
should be left us a root and a name in the
place of your sanctuary,

79 and to uncover a light in the house of
the Lord ourGod, and to give us food in the
time of our servitude.

80 Yes, when we were in bondage, we
werenot forsakenbyourLord, but he gave
us favor before the kings of Persia, so that
they gave us food,

81 glorified the temple of our Lord, and
raised up the desolate Zion, to give us a
sure dwelling in Judea and Jerusalem.

82 “Now, O Lord, what shall we say, hav-
ing these things? Forwehave transgressed
your commandments which you gave by
the hand of your servants the prophets,
saying,

83 ‘The land, which you enter into to pos-
sess as an inheritance, is a land polluted
with the pollutions of the foreigners of
the land, and they have filled it with their
uncleanness.

84Therefore now you shall not join your
daughters to their sons, neither shall you
take their daughters for your sons.

85 You shall never seek to have peace
with them, that you may be strong, and
eat the good things of the land, and that
youmay leave it for an inheritance to your
children for evermore.’

86All that has happened is done to us for
our wicked works and great sins, for you,
O Lord, made our sins light,

87andgave tous sucha root; butwehave
turned back again to transgress your law
in mingling ourselves with the unclean-
ness of the heathen of the land.

88 You weren’t angry with us to destroy
us until you had left us neither root, seed,
nor name.

89 O Lord of Israel, you are true, for we
are left a root this day.
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90Behold, now we are before you in our
iniquities, for we can’t stand any longer
before you because of these things.”

91 *As Esdras in his prayer made his
confession, weeping, and lying flat on the
ground before the temple, a very great
throng ofmen, women, and children gath-
ered to him from Jerusalem; for there was
great weeping among themultitude.

92 Then Jechonias the son of Jeelus, one
of the sons of Israel, called out, and said,
“OEsdras,wehave sinnedagainst theLord
God, we have married foreign women of
the heathen of the land, but there is still
hope for Israel.

93 Let’s make an oath to the Lord about
this, that we will put away all our foreign
wives with their children,

94 as seems good to you, and to as many
as obey the Lord’s Law.

95 Arise, and take action, for this is
your task, and we will be with you to do
valiantly.”

96SoEsdras arose, and tookanoath from
the chief of the priests and Levites of all
Israel to do these things; and they swore to
it.

9
1 * Then Esdras rose up from the court

of the temple and went to the chamber of
Jonas the son of Eliasib,

2and lodged there, and ate no bread and
drank no water, mourning for the great
iniquities of themultitude.

3 A proclamation was made in all Judea
and Jerusalem to all those who returned
from captivity, that they should be gath-
ered together at Jerusalem,

4 and that whoever didn’t meet there
within two or three days, in accordance
with the ruling of the elders, that their
livestockwould be seized for the use of the
temple, and they would be expelled from
the multitude of those who returned from
captivity.

5Within three days, all those of the tribe
of Judah and Benjamin gathered together

at Jerusalem. Thiswas theninthmonth, on
the twentieth day of themonth.

6All themultitude sat together shivering
in the broad place before the temple be-
cause of the present foul weather.

7 So Esdras arose up and said to them,
“You have transgressed the law and mar-
ried foreign wives, increasing the sins of
Israel.

8Nowmake confession and give glory to
the Lord, the God of our fathers,

9 and do his will, and separate your-
selves from the heathen of the land, and
from the foreign women.”

10 Then the whole multitude cried out,
and said with a loud voice, “Just as you
have spoken, so wewill do.

11Butbecause themultitude is great, and
it is foul weather, so that we can’t stand
outside, and this is not a work of one day
or two, seeing our sin in these things has
spread far,

12 therefore let the rulers of the multi-
tude stay, and let all those of our settle-
ments that have foreign wives come at the
time appointed,

13andwith them the rulers and judges of
every place, until we turn away the wrath
of the Lord from us for this matter.”

14 So Jonathan the son of Azael and†
Ezekias the son of Thocanus took the mat-
ter on themselves. Mosollamus and Levis
and Sabbateus were judges with them.

15 Those who returned from captivity
did according to all these things.

16 Esdras the priest chose for himself
principal men of their families, all by
name. On the new moon of the tenth
month they met together to examine the
matter.

17 So their cases of menwho had foreign
wives was brought to an end by the new
moon of the first month.

18Of the priests who had come together
and had foreign wives, there were found

19of the sons of Jesus the son of Josedek,
and his kindred,‡ Mathelas, Eleazar, and§
Joribus, and† Joadanus.

* 8:91 Ezra 10:1 * 9:1 Ezra 10:6 † 9:14 Another reading is, Ezias. ‡ 9:19Maaseiah. § 9:19 Jarib. † 9:19
Gedaliah
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20 They gave their hands to put away
their wives, and to offer rams to make
reconciliation for their error.

21 Of the sons of Emmer: Ananias,
Zabdeus, ‡Manes, §Sameus, †Hiereel, and
‡Azarias.

22Of the sons of §Phaisur: Elionas, Mas-
sias, Ishmael, Nathanael, †Ocidelus, and
‡Saloas.

23 Of the Levites: Jozabdus, Semeis,
§Colius who was called †Calitas, ‡Patheus,
Judas, and Jonas.

24 Of the holy singers: §Eliasibus and
Bacchurus.

25 Of the gatekeepers: Sallumus and†
Tolbanes.

26Of Israel, of the sons of Phoros:‡ Hier-
mas,§ Ieddias,†Melchias,Maelus,‡ Eleazar,
Asibas, § and Banneas.

27 Of the sons of Ela: Matthanias,
Zacharias, † Jezrielus, Oabdius, Hiere-
moth, and‡ Aedias.

28 Of the sons of §Zamoth: †Eliadas,
‡Eliasimus, §Othonias, Jarimoth, †Sabathus,
and‡ Zardeus.

29Of the sonsofBebai: Joannes, Ananias,
§Jozabdus, and †Ematheis.

30 Of the sons of ‡ Mani: §Olamus,
†Mamuchus, ‡Jedeus, Jasubas, § Jasaelus,
and Hieremoth.

31 Of the sons of Addi: Naathus, Moos-
sias, Laccunus, Naidus, Matthanias, Ses-
thel, Balnuus, andManasseas.

32 Of the sons of Annas: Elionas, Aseas,
Melchias, Sabbeus, andSimonChosameus.

33 Of the sons of Asom: †Maltanneus,
‡Mattathias, §Sabanneus, Eliphalat, Man-
asses, and Semei.

34 Of the sons of Baani: Jeremias,
Momdis, Ismaerus, Juel, Mamdai, Pedias,
Anos, Carabasion, Enasibus, Mamnita-
menus, Eliasis, Bannus, Eliali, Someis,
Selemias, and Nathanias. Of the sons
of Ezora: Sesis, Ezril, Azaelus, Samatus,
Zambri, and Josephus.

35 Of the sons of Nooma: Mazitias,
Zabadeas, Edos, Juel, and Banaias.

36All these had taken foreign wives, and
they put them awaywith their children.

37Thepriests andLevites, and thosewho
were of Israel, lived in Jerusalem and in
the country, on the new moon of the sev-
enth month, and the children of Israel in
their settlements.

38 *The whole multitude gathered to-
gether with one accord into the broad
place before the porch of the temple to-
ward the east.

39 They said to Esdras the priest and
reader, “Bring the law of Moses that was
given by the Lord, the God of Israel.”

40 So Esdras the chief priest brought the
law to the whole multitude both of men
and women, and to all the priests, to hear
the law on the new moon of the seventh
month.

41He read in the broad place before the
porch of the temple from morning until
midday, before bothmen andwomen; and
all the multitude gave attention to the law.

42Esdras the priest and reader of the law
stood up upon the pulpit of wood which
had been prepared.

43 Beside him stood Mattathias, Sam-
mus, Ananias, Azarias, Urias, †Ezekias,
and Baalsamus on the right hand,

44 and on his left hand, ‡Phaldeus, Mis-
ael, Melchias, §Lothasubus, Nabarias, and
Zacharias.

45 Then Esdras took the book of the law
before themultitude, and sat honorably in
the first place before all.

46 When he opened the law, they all
stood straight up. So Esdras blessed the
LordGodMostHigh, theGodof armies, the
Almighty.

47All the people answered, “Amen.” Lift-
ing up their hands, they fell to the ground
andworshiped the Lord.

‡ 9:21 Harim § 9:21Maaseiah. † 9:21 Jehiel. ‡ 9:21 Uzziah. § 9:22 Pashhur. † 9:22 Jozabad. ‡ 9:22
Elasah. § 9:23 Kelaiah. † 9:23 Kelita. ‡ 9:23 Pethahiah. § 9:24 Eliashib. † 9:25 Telem. ‡ 9:26 Parosh.
§ 9:26 Ramiah † 9:26 Izziah. Another reading is, Iezias ‡ 9:26Mijamin. § 9:26Malchijah. † 9:27 Jehiel.
‡ 9:27Abdi. § 9:28Zattu. † 9:28Elioenai. ‡ 9:28Eliashib. § 9:28Mattaniah. † 9:28Zabad. ‡ 9:28Aziza.
§ 9:29 Zabbai. † 9:29 Athlai. ‡ 9:30 Bani. § 9:30Meshullam. † 9:30Malluch. ‡ 9:30 Adaiah. § 9:30
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48 Also Jesus, Annus, Sarabias, Iadi-
nus, Jacubus, Sabateus, †Auteas, Maian-
nas, Calitas, Azarias, Jozabdus, Ananias,
and Phalias, the Levites, taught the law of
the Lord, ‡and read to the multitude the
law of the Lord, explainingwhatwas read.

49 Then Attharates said to Esdras the
chief priest and reader, and to the Levites
who taught themultitude, even to all,

50“This day is holy to theLord—now they
all wept when they heard the law—

51 go then, eat the fat, drink the sweet,
and send portions to thosewho have noth-
ing;

52 for the day is holy to the Lord. Don’t
be sorrowful, for the Lordwill bring you to
honor.”

53So theLevites commandedall things to
the people, saying, “This day is holy. Don’t
be sorrowful.”

54 Then they went their way, every one
to eat, drink, enjoy themselves, to give
portions to those who had nothing, and to
rejoice greatly,

55 because they §understood the words
they were instructed with, and for which
they had been assembled.

‡ 9:48 Some authorities omit and read...Lord. § 9:55Or,were inspired by
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The
Prayer of Manasses

King of Judah,
WhenHeWas Held Captive in

Babylon
The Prayer of Manasses is recognized

as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the
Greek Orthodox and Russian Orthodox
Churches. It is included in an appendix
to the Latin Vulgate Bible.

1OLORDAlmighty inheaven, Godof our
fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of
their righteous offspring,

2you who havemade heaven and earth,
with all their order,

3 who have bound the sea by the word
of your commandment, who have shut up
the deep, and sealed it by your terrible and
glorious name,

4whom all things fear, yes, tremble be-
fore your power,

5 for the majesty of your glory can’t be
borne, and the anger of your threatening
toward sinners is unbearable.

6 Your merciful promise is unmeasur-
able and unsearchable,

7 for you are the Lord Most High, of
great compassion, patient and abundant
inmercy, and relent at human suffering.

8 †You, O Lord, according to your great
goodness have promised repentance and
forgiveness to those who have sinned
against you. Of your infinite mercies,
youhave appointed repentance to sinners,
that they may be saved. You therefore, O
Lord, who are the God of the just, have
not appointed repentance to the just, to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, which have
not sinned against you, but you have ap-
pointed repentance to me, a sinner.

9 For I have sinned more than the num-
ber of the sands of the sea. My transgres-
sions are multiplied,‡ O Lord, my trans-
gressions aremultiplied, and I amnotwor-

thy to behold and see the height of heaven
for themultitude of my iniquities.

10 I am bowed down with many iron
bands, so that I can’t lift up my head by
reason of my sins,§ neither have I any
relief; for I haveprovokedyourwrath, and
done thatwhich is evil before you:† I didn’t
do your will, neither did I keep your com-
mandments. I have set up abominations,
and havemultiplied detestable things.

11 Now therefore I bow the knee of my
heart, asking you for grace.

12 I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned,
and I acknowledgemy iniquities;

13 but, I humbly ask you, forgive me, O
Lord, forgive me, and please don’t destroy
mewithmy iniquities. Don’t be angrywith
me forever, by reserving evil for me. Don’t
condemn me into the lower parts of the
earth. For you, OLord, are theGodof those
who repent.

14 Inmeyouwill showall your goodness,
for you will save me, even though I am
unworthy, according to your great mercy.

15 Then I will praise you forever all the
days of my life; for all the army of heaven
sings your praise, and yours is the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

† 1:8 The Alex. MS. omits You... saved. ‡ 1:9 The Alex. MS. omits O Lord... multiplied. § 1:10 Some authorities
omit by reason ofmy sins. † 1:10 The Alex. MS. omits I did... commandments.
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Psalm 151
Psalm 151 is recognized as Deutero-

canonical Scriptureby theGreekOrthodox
and Russian Orthodox Churches.
This Psalm is a genuine one of David,
though extra,† composed when he fought
in single combat with Goliath.
1 I was small amongmy brothers,

and youngest in my father’s house.
I tendedmy father’s sheep.

2My hands formed amusical instrument,
andmy fingers tuned a lyre.

3Who shall tell my Lord?
The Lord himself, he himself hears.

4He sent forth his angel and tookme from
my father’s sheep,

andheanointedmewithhis anointing
oil.

5My brothers were handsome and tall;
but the Lord didn’t take pleasure in
them.

6 I went out to meet the Philistine,
and he cursedme by his idols.

7But I drew his own sword and beheaded
him,

and removed reproach from the chil-
dren of Israel.

† 1: or, supernumerary
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The Third Book of the
Maccabees

The Third Book of the Maccabees is rec-
ognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by
theGreekOrthodox andRussianOrthodox
Churches. It is considered to be apocrypha
bymost other church traditions.

1 Now Philopater, on learning from
those who came back that Antiochus had
made himself master of the places which
belonged to himself, sent orders to all his
infantry and cavalry, took with him his
sister Arsinoe, and marched out as far as
the parts of Raphia, where Antiochus and
his forces encamped.

2And one Theodotus, intending to carry
out his design, took with him the bravest
of the armed men who had been before
committed to his trust by Ptolemy, and got
through at night to the tent of Ptolemy, to
kill him on his own responsibility, and so
to end the war.

3But Dositheus, called the son of Drimu-
lus, by birth a Jew, afterward a renegade
fromthe lawsandobservancesofhis coun-
try, conveyed Ptolemy away, and made an
obscure person lie down in his stead in the
tent. It turned out that this man received
the fate which wasmeant for the other.

4 A fierce battle then took place. The
men of Antiochus were prevailing. Ar-
sinoe continually went up and down the
ranks, and with dishevelled hair, with
tears and entreaties, begged the soldiers
to fight bravely for themselves, their chil-
dren, andwives, and promised that if they
proved conquerors, she would give them
each twominas of gold.

5 It thus fell out that their enemies were
defeated in hand-to-hand encounter, and
that many of themwere taken prisoners.

6 Having vanquished this attempt, the
king then decided to proceed to the neigh-
boring cities, and encourage them.

7Bydoing this, and bymaking donations
to their temples, he inspired his subjects
with confidence.

8 The Jews sent some of their council
and of their elders to him. The greetings,

welcoming gifts, and congratulations of
the past, given by them, filled himwith the
greater eagerness to visit their city.

9 Having arrived at Jerusalem, sacri-
ficed, and offered thank-offerings to the
Greatest God, and done whatever else was
suitable to the sanctity of the place, and
entered the inner court,

10he was so impressed with the magnif-
icence of the place, and so wondered at
the orderly arrangements of the temple,
that he considered entering the sanctuary
itself.

11 When they told him that this was
not permissible, none of the nation, not
even the priests in general, but only the
supreme high priest of all, and he only
once in a year, was allowed to go in, he
would by nomeans give way.

12 Then they read the law to him, but he
persisted in intruding, exclaiming that he
ought to be allowed. He said, “Even if they
were deprived of this honor, I shouldn’t
be.”

13He askedwhy, when he entered all the
other temples, did none of the priests who
were present forbid him.

14Hewas thoroughlyansweredbysome-
one, that he did wrong to boast of this.

15 “Well, since I have done this,” said he,
“be the cause what it may, shall I not enter
with or without your consent?”

16 When the priests fell down in their
sacred vestments imploring the Greatest
God to come and help in time of need, and
to avert the violence of the fierce aggres-
sor, and when they filled the temple with
lamentations and tears,

17 then those who had been left behind
in the city were scared, and rushed out,
uncertain of the event.

18Virgins, who had been shut up within
their chambers, came outwith theirmoth-
ers, scattering dust and ashes on their
heads, and filling the streets with outcries.

19 Women who had recently been ar-
rayed for marriage left their bridal cham-
bers, left the reserve that befitted them,
and ran around the city in a disorderly
manner.

20 New-born babes were deserted by
the mothers or nurses who waited upon
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them—some here, some there, in houses,
or in fields; these now, with an ardor
which could not be checked, swarmed into
theMost High temple.

21 Various prayers were offered up by
thosewho assembled in this place because
of the unholy attempt of the king.

22 Along with these there were some of
the citizens who took courage and would
not submit to his obstinacy and his inten-
tion of carrying out his purpose.

23Calling out to arms, and to die bravely
in defense of the law of their fathers, they
created a great uproar in the place, and
were with difficulty brought back by the
aged and the elders to the station of prayer
which they had occupied before.

24During this time, themultitudekepton
praying.

25 The elders who surrounded the king
tried in many ways to divert his arro-
gant mind from the design which he had
formed.

26He, in his hardened mood, insensible
to all persuasion, was going onward with
the view of carrying out this design.

27 Yet even his own officers, when they
saw this, joined the Jews in an appeal to
Himwhohasall power toaid in thepresent
crisis, and not wink at such haughty law-
lessness.

28 Such was the frequency and the vehe-
mence of the cry of the assembled crowd,
that an indescribable noise ensued.

29 Not the men only, but the very walls
and floor seemed to sound out, all things
preferring death rather than to see the
place defiled.

2
1 Now it was that the high priest Si-

mon bowed his knees near the holy place,
spreadout his hands in reverent form, and
uttered the following prayer:

2 “OLord, Lord, King of the heavens, and
Ruler of the whole creation, Holy among
the holy, sole Governor, Almighty, give ear
to us who are oppressed by a wicked and
profane one, who celebrates in his confi-
dence and strength.

3 It is you, the Creator of all, the Lord of
the universe, who are a righteous Gover-
nor, and judge all who act with pride and
insolence.

4 It was you who destroyed the for-
mer workers of unrighteousness, among
whomwere thegiants,who trusted in their
strength and daring, by covering them
with ameasureless flood.

5 It was you who made the Sodomites,
those workers of exceedingly iniquity,
men notorious for their vices, an example
to later generations, when you covered
themwith fire and brimstone†.

6 You made known your power when
you caused the bold Pharaoh, the enslaver
of your people, to pass through the ordeal
of many and diverse inflictions.

7 You rolled the depths of the sea over
him when he pursued with chariots and
with a multitude of followers, and gave a
safe passage to thosewho put their trust in
you, the Lord of the whole creation.

8 These saw and felt the works of your
hands, and praised you, the Almighty.

9 You, O King, when you created the im-
measurable and measureless earth, chose
this city. You made this place sacred to
yourname, even thoughyouneednothing.
You glorified it with your illustrious pres-
ence, after constructing it to the glory of
your great and honorable name.

10 You promised, out of love for the peo-
ple of Israel, that if we fall away from
you, become afflicted, and then come to
this house and pray, you would hear our
prayer.

11Truly you are faithful and true.
12 When you often aided our fathers

when hard pressed and humiliated, and
delivered them out of great dangers,

13 see now, holy King, how through our
many and great sins we are crushed and
made subject to our enemies, and have
becomeweak and powerless.

14 In our low condition, this bold and
profane man seeks to dishonor this your
holy place, consecrated out of the earth to
the name of yourMajesty.

15 Your dwelling place, the heaven of
† 2:5 or, sulfur
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heavens, is indeed unapproachable to
men.

16 But since it seemed good to you to ex-
hibit your glory among your people Israel,
you sanctified this place.

17 Don’t punish us by means of the un-
cleanness of their men, and don’t chastise
us by means of their profanity, lest the
lawless ones should boast in their rage,
and exult in exuberant pride of speech,
and say,

18 ‘We have trampled upon the holy
house, as idolatrous houses are trampled
upon.’

19 Blot out our iniquities, do away with
our errors, and show your compassion in
this hour.

20 Let your mercies quickly go before
us. Grant us peace, that the downcast and
broken hearted may praise you with their
mouth.”

21 At that time God, who sees all
things, who is beyond all Holy among
the holy, heard that prayer, so suitable,
and scourged the man who was greatly
uplifted with scorn and insolence.

22Shakinghimbackand forthasa reed is
shakenwith thewind, he threw him down
on the pavement, powerless, with limbs
paralyzed, and by a righteous judgment
deprived of the ability to speak.

23 His friends and bodyguards, seeing
the swift recompense which had suddenly
overtaken him, struck with exceeding ter-
ror, and fearing that hewoulddie, speedily
removed him.

24When in course of time he had come
to himself, this severe punishment caused
norepentancewithinhim,buthedeparted
with bitter threatenings.

25He proceeded to Egypt, grew worse in
wickedness through his previously men-
tioned companions inwine, whowere lost
to all goodness,

26andnot satisfiedwith countless acts of
impiety, his audacity so increased that he
raised evil reports there, and many of his
friends, watching his purpose attentively,
joined in furthering his will.

27 His purpose was to inflict a pub-
lic stigma upon our race. Therefore he
erected a stone pillar in the courtyard, and

caused the following inscription to be en-
graved upon it:

28 “Entrance to this temple is to be re-
fused to all those who would not sacrifice.
All the Jews were to be registered among
the slaves. Those who resisted are to be
forcibly seized and put to death.

29 Those who are thus registered are to
bemarked on their persons by the ivy-leaf
symbol of Dionysus, and to be reduced to
these limited rights.”

30 To do away with the appearance of
hating them all, he had it written under-
neath, that if any of them should elect to
enter the community of those initiated in
the rites, these should have equal rights
with the Alexandrians.

31 Some of those who were over the city,
therefore, abhorring any approach to the
city of piety, unhesitatingly gave in to the
king, and expected to derive some great
honor from a future connection with him.

32 A nobler spirit, however, prompted
the majority to cling to their religious ob-
servances, and by paying money that they
might live unmolested, these sought to es-
cape the registration,

33 cheerfully looking forward to future
aid, they abhorred their own apostates,
considering them to be national foes, and
depriving themof common fellowship and
mutual help.

3
1 On discovering this, so incensed was

thewickedking, thatheno longer confined
his rage to the Jews in Alexandria. Laying
his hand more heavily upon those who
lived in the country, he gave orders that
they should be quickly collected into one
place, and most cruelly deprived of their
lives.

2 While this was going on, a hostile ru-
mor was uttered abroad by men who had
banded together to injure the Jewish race.
The pretext of their charge was that the
Jews kept them away from the ordinances
of the law.

3 Now the Jews always maintained a
feeling of unwavering loyalty toward the
kings,
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4 yet, as they worshiped God and ob-
served his law, they made certain distinc-
tions, and avoided certain things. Hence
they appeared hateful to some people,

5although, as theyadorned their conver-
sation with works of righteousness, they
had established themselves in the good
opinion of the world.

6What all the rest of mankind said was,
however, disregarded by the foreigners,

7 who said much of the exclusiveness
of the Jews with regard to their worship
and meats. They alleged that they were
unsociable men, hostile to the king’s in-
terests, refusing to associate with him or
his troops. By this way of speaking, they
brought much hatred on them.

8 This unexpected uproar and sudden
gathering of people was observed by the
Greeks who lived in the city, concerning
men who had never harmed them. Yet to
aid them was not in their power, since all
was oppression around, but they encour-
aged them in their troubles, and expected
a favorable turn of affairs.

9He who knows all things will not, they
said, disregard so great a people.

10 Some of the neighbors, friends, and
business associates of the Jews even called
them secretly to an interview, pledged
them their assistance, and promised to do
their very utmost for them.

11Now the king, elated with his prosper-
ous fortune, and not regarding the supe-
rior power of God, but thinking to perse-
vere in his present purpose, wrote the fol-
lowing letter to the prejudice of the Jews:

12 “King Ptolemy Philopater, to the com-
manders and soldiers in Egypt, and in all
places, health and happiness!

13 I am doing well, and so, too, are my
affairs.

14 Since our Asiatic campaign, the par-
ticulars of which you know, and which
by the aid of the gods, not lightly given,
and by our own vigor, has been brought
to a successful conclusion according to our
expectation,

15 we resolved, not with strength of
spear, but with gentleness and much hu-
manity, as it were to nurse the inhabitants

of Coele-Syria and Phoenicia, and to be
their willing benefactors.

16 So, having bestowed considerable
sums of money upon the temples of the
several cities, we proceeded even as far as
Jerusalem, and went up to honor the tem-
ple of these wretched beings who never
cease from their folly.

17To outward appearance they received
us willingly, but belied that appearance by
their deeds. When we were eager to enter
their temple, and to honor it with themost
beautiful and exquisite gifts,

18 they were so carried away by their
old arrogance as to forbid us the entrance,
while we, out of our forbearance toward
all men, refrained from exercising our
power upon them.

19 Thus, exhibiting their enmity against
us, they alone among the nations lift up
their heads against kings and benefactors,
as men unwilling to submit to any reason-
able thing.

20We then, having endeavored to make
allowance for themadness of thesepeople,
and on our victorious return treating all
people in Egypt courteously, acted in a
manner which was befitting.

21Accordingly, bearing no ill will against
their kinsmen, but rather remembering
our connection with them, and the nu-
merous matters with sincere heart from
a remote period entrusted to them, we
wished toventurea total alterationof their
state, by giving them the rights of citizens
of Alexandria, and to admit them to the
everlasting rites of our solemnities.

22 All this, however, they have taken in
a very different spirit. With their innate
malignity, they have spurned the fair of-
fer, and constantly inclining to evil,

23 have rejected the inestimable rights.
Not only so, but by using speech, and by
refraining fromspeech, theyabhor the few
among themwho are heartily disposed to-
wardus, ever deeming that their infamous
wayof lifewill forceus todoawaywithour
reform.

24 Having then received certain proofs
that these Jewsbearus every sort of illwill,
we must look forward to the possibility
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of some sudden tumult among ourselves
when these impiousmenmay turn traitors
and barbarous enemies.

25 Therefore, as soon as the contents of
this letter become known to you, in that
same hour we order those Jews who dwell
among you, with wives and children, to be
sent to us, vilified and abused, in chains
of iron, to undergo a cruel and shameful
death, suitable to enemies.

26 For by the punishment of them in one
body we perceive that we have found the
only means of establishing our affairs for
the future on a firm and satisfactory basis.

27Whoever protects a Jew, whether it be
old man, child, or nursing baby, shall with
his whole house be tortured to death.

28Whoever informs against the Jews, be-
sides receiving the property of the person
charged, shall be presentedwith two thou-
sand drachmas† from the royal treasury,
shall be made free, and shall be crowned.

29 Whatever place shelters a Jew shall
be made unapproachable and shall be put
under the ban of fire, and be forever ren-
dered useless to every living being for all
time to come.”

30 The king’s letter was written in the
above form.

4
1Wherever this decreewas received, the

people kept up a revelry of joy and shout-
ing, as if their long-pent-up, hardened ha-
tred would now show itself openly.

2 The Jews suffered great throes of sor-
row and wept much, while their hearts,
all things around being lamentable, were
set on fire as they bewailed the sudden de-
structionwhichwasdecreedagainst them.

3 What home, or city, or any inhabited
place, or what streets were there, which
their condition didn’t fill with wailing and
lamentation?

4 They were sent out unanimously by
the generals in various cities, with such
stern and pitiless feeling that the excep-
tional nature of the infliction moved even
some of their enemies. These, influenced
by sentiments of common humanity, and

reflecting upon the uncertain issue of life,
shed tears at their miserable expulsion.

5 A multitude of aged hoary-haired old
menwere driven along with halting bend-
ing feet, urged onward by the impulse of a
violent, shameless force to quick speed.

6Girlswhohad entered the bridal cham-
ber quite lately, to enjoy the partnership of
marriage, exchanged pleasure for misery;
andwith dust scattered upon their myrrh-
anointed heads, were hurried along un-
veiled; and, in the midst of outlandish in-
sults, set up with one accord a lamentable
cry instead of themarriage hymn.

7Boundand exposed to public gaze, they
were hurried violently on board ship.

8 The husbands of these, in the prime
of their youthful vigor, instead of crowns,
wore ropes round their necks. Instead
of feasting and youthful celebration, they
spent the rest of their nuptial days in wail-
ing, and saw only the grave at hand.

9Theyweredraggedalongbyunyielding
chains, like wild animals. Of these, some
had their necks thrust into the benches of
the rowers, while the feet of others were
enclosed in hard fetters.

10 The planks of the deck above them
blocked out the light and shut out the day
on every side, so that theymight be treated
like traitors during the whole voyage.

11They were carried like this in this ves-
sel, and at the end of it arrived at Sche-
dia. The king had ordered them to be cast
into the vast hippodrome, which was built
in front of the city. This place was well
adapted by its situation to expose them to
the gaze of all comers into the city, and
of those who went from the city into the
country. Thus they could hold no com-
munication with his forces. They weren’t
deemedworthy of any civilized accommo-
dation.

12When this was done, the king, hearing
that theirkindred in thecityoftenwentout
and lamented the melancholy distress of
these victims,

13was full of rage, and commanded that
they should be carefully subjected to the
same—and not one bit milder—treatment.

† 3:28 a drachmawas about a day’s pay for an agricultural laborer
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14Thewhole nationwas now to be regis-
tered. Every individualwas to be specified
by name, not for that hard servitude of
labor which we have a little before men-
tioned, but that he might expose them
to the before-mentioned tortures; and fi-
nally, in the short space of a day, might
exterminate them by his cruelties.

15 The registering of these men was car-
ried on cruelly, zealously, assiduously,
fromthe risingof the sun to its goingdown,
and was not brought to an end in forty
days.

16 The king was filled with great and
constant joy, and celebrated banquets be-
fore the temple idols. His erring heart,
far from the truth, and his profane mouth
gave glory to idols, deaf and incapable of
speaking or aiding, and uttered unworthy
speech against the Greatest God.

17At the end of the above-mentioned in-
terval of time, the registrars brought word
to the king that the multitude of the Jews
was too great for registration,

18 inasmuch as thereweremany still left
in the land, of whom some were in in-
habited houses, and others were scattered
about in various places, so that all the com-
manders in Egypt were insufficient for the
work.

19 The king threatened them, and
charged them with taking bribes, in order
to contrive the escape of the Jews, but was
clearly convinced of the truth of what had
been said.

20They said, and proved, that paper and
pens had failed them for the carrying out
of their purpose.

21 Now this was an active interference
of the unconquerable Providence which
assisted the Jews from heaven.

5
1 Then he called Hermon, who had

charge of the elephants. Full of rage, alto-
gether fixed in his furious design,

2 he commanded him, with a quantity
of unmixed wine with handfuls of incense
infused, to drug the elephants early on
the following day. These five hundred
elephants were, when infuriated by the

copious drinks of frankincense, to be led
up to the execution of deathupon the Jews.

3 The king, after issuing these orders,
went to his feasting, and gathered together
all those of his friends andof the armywho
hated the Jews themost.

4 The master of the elephants, Hermon,
fulfilled his commission punctually.

5 The servants appointed for the pur-
pose went out about evening and bound
the hands of the miserable victims, and
took other precautions for their security at
night, thinking that the whole race would
perish together.

6 The heathen believed the Jews to
be destitute of all protection, for chains
bound them.

7 They invoked the Almighty Lord, and
ceaselessly implored with tears their mer-
ciful God and Father, Ruler of all, Lord of
every power,

8 to overthrow the evil purpose which
had gone out against them, and to de-
liver thembyextraordinarymanifestation
from that death which was in store for
them.

9 Their earnest entreaty went up to
heaven.

10ThenHermon, who had filled hismer-
ciless elephants with copious drinks of
mixed wine and frankincense, came early
to the palace to report on these prepara-
tions.

11 He, however, who has sent his good
creature sleep from all time by night or
by day thus gratifying whom he wills, dif-
fused a portion of it now upon the king.

12 By this sweet and profound influence
of the Lord, he was held fast, and thus his
unjust purpose was quite frustrated, and
his unflinching resolve greatly falsified.

13But the Jews, having escaped the hour
which had been fixed, praised their holy
God, and again prayed him who is easily
reconciled to display the power of his pow-
erful hand to the arrogant Gentiles.

14 The middle of the tenth hour had
nearly arrived, when the person who sent
invitations, seeing the guests who were
invited present, came and shook the king.

15He gained his attentionwith difficulty,
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and hinting that the mealtime was getting
past, talked thematter over with him.

16 The king listened to this, and then
turning aside to his drinking, commanded
the guests to sit down before him.

17 This done, he asked them to enjoy
themselves, and to indulge in mirth at this
somewhat late hour of the banquet.

18 Conversation grew on, and the king
sent for Hermon, and inquired of him,
with fierce denunciations, why the Jews
had been allowed to outlive that day.

19 Hermon explained that he had done
his bidding over night; and in this he was
confirmed by his friends.

20 The king, then, with a barbarity ex-
ceeding that of Phalaris, said, “They might
thank his sleep of that day. Lose no time,
and get ready the elephants against tomor-
row, as you did before, for the destruction
of these accursed Jews.”

21When the king said this, the company
present were glad, and approved. Then
eachmanwent to his own home.

22 They didn’t employ the night in sleep,
but in contriving cruelmockeries for those
deemedmiserable.

23 The morning cock had just crowed,
andHermon, havingharnessed thebrutes,
was stimulating them in the great colon-
nade.

24 The city crowds were collected to-
gether to see the hideous spectacle, and
waited impatiently for the dawn.

25 The Jews, breathless with momen-
tary suspense, stretched out their hands
and prayed the Greatest God, in mournful
strains, again to help them speedily.

26 The sun’s rays were not yet shining
and the king was waiting for his friends
when Hermon came to him, calling him
out, and saying that his desires could now
be realized.

27 The king, receiving him, was aston-
ished at his unusual invitation. Over-
whelmed with a spirit of oblivion about
everything, inquired about the object of
this earnest preparation.

28 But this was the working of that
AlmightyGodwhohadmadehimforget all
his purpose.

29Hermonandallhis friendspointedout
the preparation of the animals. They are
ready, O king, according to your own strict
injunction.

30 The king was filled with fierce anger
at these words, for, by the Providence of
God regarding these things, his mind had
become entirely confused. He looked hard
atHermon, and threatenedhimas follows:

31 “Your parents, or your children, were
they here, would have given a large meal
to these wild animals, not these innocent
Jews, who have loyally served me and my
forefathers.

32 Had it not been for familiar friend-
ship, and the claimsof youroffice, your life
should have gone for theirs.”

33Hermon, being threatened in this un-
expected and alarming manner, was trou-
bled in his eyes, and his face fell.

34 The friends, too, stole out one by one,
and dismissed the assembled multitudes
to their respective occupations.

35 The Jews, having heard of these
events, praised the glorious God and King
of kings, because they had obtained this
help, too, from him.

36 Now the king arranged another ban-
quet in the same way, and proclaimed an
invitation to mirth.

37 He summoned Hermon to his pres-
ence, and said, with threats, “How often,
O wretch, must I repeat my orders to you
about these same persons?

38Once more, arm the elephants for the
extermination of the Jews tomorrow!”

39His kinsmen, whowere recliningwith
him, wondered at his instability, and thus
expressed themselves:

40 “O king, how long do you test us, as of
menbereft of reason? This is the third time
that you have ordered their destruction.
When the thing is to be done, you change
yourmind, and recall your instructions.

41Because of this, the feeling of expecta-
tion causes tumult in the city. It swarms
with factions, and is continually on the
point of being plundered.”

42 The king, just like another Phalaris, a
prey to thoughtlessness, made no account
of the changes which his own mind had



3Maccabees 5:43 1181 3Maccabees 6:9

undergone, issuing in the deliverance of
the Jews. He swore a fruitless oath, and
determined immediately to send them to
hades, crushed by the knees and feet of the
elephants.

43 He would also invade Judea, level its
townswithfireand the sword, destroy that
templewhich the heathenmight not enter,
and prevent sacrifices ever after being of-
fered up there.

44 Joyfully his friends broke up, together
with his kinsmen; and, trusting in his
determination, arranged their forces in
guard at themost convenient places of the
city.

45 The master of the elephants urged
the animals into an almost maniacal state,
drenched them with incense and wine,
and decked themwith frightful devices.

46 About early morning, when the city
was filled with an immense number of
people at the hippodrome, he entered the
palace and called the king to the business
in hand.

47The king’s heart teemed with impious
rage; and he rushed forth with the mass,
alongwith the elephants. Withunsoftened
feelings andpitiless eyes, he longed to gaze
at the hard andwretched doom of the pre-
viously mentioned Jews.

48But the Jews,when the elephantswent
out at the gate, followed by the armed
force. When they saw the dust raised by
the throng, and heard the loud cries of the
crowd,

49 thought that they had come to the
last moment of their lives, to the end of
what they had tremblingly expected. They
gave way, therefore, to lamentations and
moans. They kissed each other. Those
nearest of kin to each other hung around
oneanother’snecks—fathershugging their
sons and mothers their daughters. Other
women held their infants to their breasts,
which drewwhat seemed their last milk.

50 Nevertheless, when they reflected
upon the help previously granted them
from heaven, they prostrated themselves
with one accord, removed even the suck-
ing children from the breasts, and

51 sent up an exceedingly great cry ask-

ing the Lord of all power to reveal himself,
and have mercy upon those who now lay
at the gates of hades.

6
1 Then Eleazar, an illustrious priest of

the country, who had attained to length
of days, and whose life had been adorned
with virtue, caused the elders who were
around him to cease to cry out to the holy
God, and prayed this:

2 “O king, mighty in power, most high,
Almighty God, who regulates the whole
creation with your tender mercy,

3 look at the seed of Abraham, at the
children of the sanctified Jacob, your sanc-
tified inheritance, O Father, now being
wrongfully destroyed as foreigners in a
foreign land.

4 You destroyed Pharaoh with his army
of chariots when that lord of this same
Egypt was uplifted with lawless daring
and loud-sounding tongue. Shedding the
beams of your mercy upon the race of Is-
rael, you overwhelmed him and his proud
army.

5When Sennacherim, the grievous king
of the Assyrians, exulting in his countless
army, had subdued the whole land with
his spear and was lifting himself against
your holy city with boastings grievous to
be endured, you, O Lord, demolished him
anddisplayedyourmight tomanynations.

6 When the three friends in the land of
Babylon of their own will exposed their
lives to the fire rather than serve vain
things, you sent a moist coolness through
the fiery furnace, and brought the fire on
all their adversaries.

7 It was you who, when Daniel was
hurled, through slander and envy, as a
prey to lions down below, brought him
back again unharmed to light.

8 When Jonah was pining away in the
belly of the sea-born monster, you looked
at him, O Father, and recovered him to the
sight of his own.

9Now, you who hate insolence, you who
abound in mercy, you who are the protec-
tor of all things, appear quickly to those
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of the race of Israel, who are insulted by
abhorred, lawless gentiles.

10 If our life during our exile has been
stained with iniquity, deliver us from the
hand of the enemy, and destroy us, O Lord,
by the death which you prefer.

11 Don’t let the vain-minded congratu-
late vain idols at the destruction of your
beloved, saying, ‘Their god didn’t deliver
them.’

12 You who are All-powerful and
Almighty, O Eternal One, behold! Have
mercy on us who are being withdrawn
from life, like traitors, by the unreasoning
insolence of lawless men.

13Let the heathen cower before your in-
vincible might today, O glorious One, who
have all power to save the race of Jacob.

14 The whole band of infants and their
parents ask you with tears.

15 Let it be shown to all the nations that
you are with us, O Lord, and have not
turned your face away from us, but as you
said that you would not forget them even
in the land of their enemies, so fulfill this
saying, O Lord.”

16 Now, at the time that Eleazar had
ended his prayer, the king came along to
the hippodrome with the wild animals,
and with his tumultuous power.

17When the Jews saw this, they uttered a
loud cry to heaven so that the adjacent val-
leys resounded and caused an irrepress-
ible lamentation throughout the army.

18 Then the all-glorious, all-powerful,
and true God, displayed his holy counte-
nance, and opened the gates of heaven,
from which two angels, dreadful of form,
came down and were visible to all but the
Jews.

19Theystoodopposite, andfilled theene-
mies’ armywith confusion and cowardice,
and bound them with immoveable shack-
les.

20A cold shudder came over the person
of the king, and oblivion paralyzed the
vehemence of his spirit.

21 They turned back the animals on the
armed forces who followed them; and
the animals trampled them and destroyed
them.

22 The king’s wrath was converted into
compassion; and he wept at the things he
had devised.

23 For when he heard the cry, and saw
them all on the verge of destruction, with
tears he angrily threatened his friends,
saying,

24 “You have governed badly, and have
exceeded tyrants in cruelty. You have
labored to deprive me, your benefactor,
at once of my dominion and my life, by
secretlydevisingmeasures injurious to the
kingdom.

25Whohas gathered here, unreasonably
removing each from his home, those who,
in fidelity to us, had held the fortresses of
the country?

26Whohas consigned to unmerited pun-
ishments those who in good will toward
us from the beginning have in all things
surpassed all nations, and who often have
engaged in the most dangerous undertak-
ings?

27 Loose, loose the unjust bonds! Send
them to their homes in peace, begging par-
don for what has been done.

28Release the sons of the almighty living
God of heaven, who from our ancestors’
times until nowhas granted a glorious and
uninterrupted prosperity to our affairs.”

29 He said these things, and they, re-
leased the same moment, having now es-
capeddeath, praisedGod their holy Savior.

30The king then departed to the city, and
called his financier to himself, and asked
himprovide a sevendays’quantity ofwine
and other materials for feasting for the
Jews. He decided that they should keep a
cheerful festival of deliverance in the very
place in which they expected to meet with
their destruction.

31 Then they who were before despised
and near to hades, yes, rather advanced
into it, partook of the cup of salvation, in-
stead of a grievous and lamentable death.
Full of exultation, they apportioned the
place intended for their fall andburial into
banqueting booths.

32 Ceasing their miserable strain of
woe, they took up the subject of their
fatherland, singing in praise to God their
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wonder-working Savior. All groans and
all wailing were laid aside. They formed
dances as a sign of peaceful joy.

33 So the king also collected a number of
guests for the occasion, and returned un-
ceasing thanks with much magnificence
for the unexpected deliverance afforded
him.

34Thosewhohadmarked themoutas for
death and for carrion, and had registered
them with joy, howled aloud, and were
clothed with shame, and had the fire of
their rage ingloriously put out.

35But the Jews, aswe just said, instituted
a dance, and then gave themselves up to
feasting, glad thanksgiving, and psalms.

36Theymade a public ordinance to com-
memorate these things for generations to
come, as longas they shouldbe sojourners.
They thus established these days as days of
mirth, not for the purpose of drinking or
luxury, but because God had saved them.

37 They requested the king to send them
back to their homes.

38 They were being enrolled from the
twenty-fifth of Pachon to the fourth of
Epiphi, a period of forty days. The mea-
sures taken for their destruction lasted
fromthefifthofEpiphi till the seventh, that
is, three days.

39 The Ruler over all during this time
manifested his mercy gloriously, and de-
livered them all together unharmed.

40They feastedupon theking’s provision
up to the fourteenth day, then asked to be
sent away.

41Theking commended them, andwrote
the following letter, of magnanimous im-
port for them, to the commanders of every
city:

7
1 “King Ptolemy Philopator to the com-

manders throughout Egypt, and to all who
are set over affairs, joy and strength.

2We, too, and our children arewell. God
has directed our affairs as we wish.

3 Certain of our friends out of malice
vehemently urged us to punish the Jews of
our realm in a body, with the infliction of a
monstrous punishment.

4 They pretended that our affairs would
never be in a good state till this took place.
Such, they said, was the hatred borne by
the Jews to all other people.

5Theybrought them fettered in grievous
chains as slaves, no, as traitors. Without
enquiry or examination they endeavored
to annihilate them. They buckled them-
selves with a savage cruelty, worse than
Scythian custom.

6 For this cause we severely threatened
them; yet, with the clemency which we
usually extend to all men, we at length
permitted them to live. Finding that the
God of heaven cast a shield of protection
over the Jews so as to preserve them, and
that he fought for them as a father always
fights for his sons,

7 and taking into consideration their
constancy and fidelity toward us and to-
ward our ancestors, we have, as we ought,
acquitted them of every sort of charge.

8 We have dismissed them to their sev-
eral homes, telling all men everywhere to
do themnowrong, or unrighteously revile
them about the past.

9For know this, that should we conceive
any evil design, or in any way aggrieve
them, we shall ever have as our adver-
sary, not man, but the highest God, the
ruler of all might. From Him there will be
no escape, as the avenger of such deeds.
Farewell.”

10 When they had received this letter,
they didn’t hurry to depart immediately.
They petitioned the king to be allowed to
inflict fitting punishment upon those of
their race who had willingly transgressed
the holy god, and the law of God.

11 They alleged that men who had for
their bellies’ sake transgressed the ordi-
nances of God, would never be faithful to
the interests of the king.

12 The king admitted the truth of this
reasoning, and commended them. Full
powerwasgiven them,withoutwarrantor
special commission, to destroy those who
had transgressed the law of God boldly in
every part of the king’s dominions.

13Their priests, then, as it was appropri-
ate, saluted him with good wishes, and all
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the people echoed with the “Hallelujah!”
Then they joyfully departed.

14 Then they punished and shamefully
destroyed every polluted Jew that fell in
their way,

15 slaying this way, in that day, more
than three hundred men, and esteeming
this destruction of the wicked a season of
joy.

16 They themselves having held closely
to their God to death, and having enjoyed
a full deliverance, departed from the city
garlanded with sweet-flowered wreaths
of every kind. Uttering exclamations of
joy, with songs of praise, and melodious
hymns, they thanked the God of their fa-
thers, the eternal Savior of Israel.

17 Having arrived at Ptolemais, called
from the specialty of that district “Rose-
bearing”, where the fleet, in accordance
with the general wish, waited for them
seven days,

18 they partook of a banquet of deliver-
ance, for thekinggenerouslygranted them
all the means of securing a return home.

19 They were accordingly brought back
in peace, while they gave utterance to ap-
propriate thanks; and they determined to
observe these days during their sojourn as
days of joyfulness.

20These they registered as sacredupona
pillar, when they had dedicated the place
of their festivity to be one of prayer. They
departed unharmed, free, abundant in joy,
preservedby the king’s command, by land,
by sea, and by river, each to his own home.

21 They had more weight than before
among their enemies, and were honored
and feared. No one in any way robbed
them of their goods.

22Every man received back his own, ac-
cording to inventory, those who had ob-
tained their goods, giving themupwith the
greatest terror. For the greatest God made
perfect wonders for their salvation.

23Blessed be the Redeemer of Israel for-
ever! Amen.
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The Second Book of
Esdras

The Second Book of Esdras is included
in the Slavonic Bible as 3 Esdras, but is
not found in the Greek Septuagint. It is
included in the Appendix to the Latin Vul-
gate Bible as 4 Esdras. It is considered to
be Apocrypha by most church traditions.
It is preserved here for its supplementary
historical value.

1The second book of the prophet Esdras,
the son of Saraias, the son of Azaraias, the
son of Helkias, the son of Salemas, the son
of Sadoc, the son of Ahitob,

2 the son of Achias, the son of Phinees,
the son of Heli, the son of Amarias, the son
of Aziei, the son of Marimoth, the son of
Arna, the son of Ozias, the son of Borith,
the son of Abissei, the son of Phinees, the
son of Eleazar,

3 the son of Aaron, of the tribe of Levi,
who was captive in the land of the Medes,
in the reign of Artaxerxes king of the Per-
sians.

4The Lord’s word came tome, saying,
5 “Go your way and show my people

their sinful deeds, and their children their
wickedness which they have done against
me, that theymay tell their children’s chil-
dren,

6 because the sins of their fathers have
increased in them, for they have forgotten
me, and have offered sacrifices to foreign
gods.

7 Didn’t I bring them out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage? But
they have provokedme to wrath and have
despisedmy counsels.

8 So pull out the hair of your head and
cast all evils upon them, for they have not
been obedient to my law, but they are a
rebellious people.

9How long shall I endure them, towhom
I have done somuch good?

10 I have overthrown many kings for
their sakes. I have struck down Pharoah
with his servants and all his army.

11 I have destroyed all the nations before
them. In the east, I have scattered the

people of two provinces, even of Tyre and
Sidon, and have slain all their adversaries.

12 Speak therefore to them, saying:
13 “The Lord says, truly I brought you

through the sea, and where there was no
path I made highways for you. I gave you
Moses for a leader and Aaron for a priest.

14 I gave you light in a pillar of fire. I
have done great wonders among you, yet
you have forgottenme, says the Lord.

15 “The Lord Almighty says: The quails
were for a token to you. I gave you a camp
for your protection, but you complained
there.

16 You didn’t celebrate in my name for
the destruction of your enemies, but even
to this day you still complain.

17 Where are the benefits that I have
given you? When you were hungry and
thirsty in the wilderness, didn’t you cry to
me,

18 saying, ‘Why have you brought us into
this wilderness to kill us? It would have
been better for us to have served the Egyp-
tians than to die in this wilderness.’

19 I had pity on yourmourning and gave
youmanna for food. You ate angels’ bread.

20 When you were thirsty, didn’t I split
the rock, and water flowed out in abun-
dance? Because of the heat, I covered you
with the leaves of the trees.

21 I divided fruitful lands among you. I
drove out the Canaanites, the Pherezites,
and the Philistines before you. Whatmore
shall I do for you?” says the Lord.

22 The Lord Almighty says, “When you
were in the wilderness, at the bitter
stream, being thirsty and blasphemingmy
name,

23 I gave you not fire for your blas-
phemies, but threwa tree in thewater, and
made the river sweet.

24What shall I do to you, O Jacob? You,
Judah, would not obey me. I will turn
myself to other nations, and I will give
my name to them, that they may keep my
statutes.

25 Since you have forsaken me, I also
will forsake you. When you ask me to be
merciful to you, I will have nomercy upon
you.
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26 Whenever you call upon me, I will
not hear you, for you have defiled your
hands with blood, and your feet are swift
to commit murder.

27 It is not as though you have forsaken
me, but your own selves,” says the Lord.

28 The Lord Almighty says, “Haven’t I
asked you as a father his sons, as a mother
her daughters, and a nurse her young ba-
bies,

29 that you would be my people, and I
would be your God, that you would be my
children, and I would be your father?

30 I gathered you together, as a hen gath-
ers her chicks under her wings. But now,
what should I do to you? I will cast you out
frommy presence.

31 When you offer burnt sacrifices to
me, I will turn my face from you, for I
have rejected your solemn feast days, your
newmoons, and your circumcisions of the
flesh.

32 I sent to youmy servants the prophets,
whom you have taken and slain, and torn
their bodies in pieces, whose blood I will
require from you,” says the Lord.

33 The Lord Almighty says, “Your house
is desolate. I will cast you out as the wind
blows stubble.

34 Your children won’t be fruitful, for
they have neglected my commandment to
you, and done thatwhich is evil beforeme.

35 I will give your houses to a people
that will come, which not having heard
of me yet believe me. Those to whom I
have shown no signs will do what I have
commanded.

36 They have seen no prophets, yet they
will remember their former condition.

37 I call to witness the gratitude of the
people who will come, whose little ones
rejoice with gladness. Although they see
me not with bodily eyes, yet in spirit they
will believe what I say.”

38 And now, father, behold with glory,
and see thepeople that come fromtheeast:

39 to whom I will give for leaders, Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, Oseas, Amos, and
Micheas, Joel, Abdias, and Jonas,

40 Nahum, and Abacuc, Sophonias, Ag-
gaeus, Zachary, and Malachy, who is also

called the Lord’s messenger.

2
1 The Lord says, “I brought this people

out of bondage. I gave them my com-
mandments by my servants the prophets,
whom they would not listen to, but made
my counsels void.

2 The mother who bore them says to
them, ‘Go your way, my children, for I am
awidow and forsaken.

3 I brought you up with gladness, and I
have lost you with sorrow and heaviness,
for you have sinned before the Lord God,
and done that which is evil before me.

4Butnowwhat can I do for you? For I am
a widow and forsaken. Go your way, my
children, andask formercy fromtheLord.’

5As forme, O father, I call upon you for a
witness in addition to the mother of these
children, because they would not keep my
covenant,

6 that you may bring them to confusion,
and their mother to ruin, that they may
have no offspring.

7 Let them be scattered abroad among
the heathen. Let their names be blotted
out of the earth, for they have despisedmy
covenant.

8 Woe to you, Assur, you who hide the
unrighteous with you! You wicked nation,
remember what I did to Sodom and Go-
morrah,

9 whose land lies in lumps of pitch and
heaps of ashes. That is what I will also do
to thosewho have not listened tome,” says
the Lord Almighty.

10 The Lord says to Esdras, “Tell my peo-
ple that I will give them the kingdom of
Jerusalem, which I would have given to
Israel.

11 I will also take their glory back to my-
self, and give these the everlasting taber-
nacles which I had prepared for them.

12 They will have the tree of life for fra-
grant perfume. Theywill neither labornor
be weary.

13 Ask, and you will receive. Pray that
your days may be few, that they may be
shortened. The kingdom is already pre-
pared for you. Watch!



2 Esdras 2:14 1187 2 Esdras 2:43

14Call heaven and earth to witness. Call
them towitness, for I have left out evil, and
created the good, for I live, says the Lord.

15 “Mother, embrace your children. Iwill
bring them out with gladness like a dove
does. Establish their feet, for I have chosen
you, says the Lord.

16 I will raise those who are dead up
again from their places, and bring them
out from their tombs, for I recognize my
name in them.

17 Don’t be afraid, you mother of chil-
dren, for I have chosen you, says the Lord.

18 For your help, I will send my servants
Esaias and Jeremy, after whose counsel
I have sanctified and prepared for you
twelve trees laden with various fruits,

19andasmanyspringsflowingwithmilk
and honey, and seven mighty mountains,
onwhich roses and lilies grow, withwhich
I will fill your children with joy.

20 Do right to the widow. Secure justice
for the fatherless. Give to the poor. Defend
the orphan. Clothe the naked.

21Heal the broken and the weak. Don’t
laugh a lame man to scorn. Defend the
maimed. Let the blind man have a vision
of my glory.

22Protect the old and youngwithin your
walls.

23Wherever you find the dead, set a sign
upon them and commit them to the grave,
and I will give you the first place in my
resurrection.

24 Stay still, my people, and take your
rest, for your rest will come.

25 Nourish your children, good nurse,
and establish their feet.

26As for the servants whom I have given
you, not one of them will perish, for I will
require them from among your number.

27Don’t be anxious, for when the day of
suffering and anguish comes, others will
weep and be sorrowful, but you will re-
joice and have abundance.

28 The nations will envy you, but they
will be able to do nothing against you, says
the Lord.

29My hands will cover you, so that your
children don’t see Gehenna.†

30 Be joyful, mother, with your children,
for I will deliver you, says the Lord.

31 Remember your children who sleep,
for Iwill bring themoutof the secretplaces
of the earth and showmercy to them, for I
ammerciful, says the Lord Almighty.

32 Embrace your children until I come,
and proclaim mercy to them, for my wells
run over, andmy grace won’t fail.”

33 I, Esdras, received a command from
the Lord on Mount Horeb to go to Israel,
but when I came to them, they rejectedme
and rejected the Lord’s commandment.

34 Therefore I say to you, O nations that
hear andunderstand, “Look for your shep-
herd. He will give you everlasting rest, for
he is near at handwhowill comeat the end
of the age.

35 Be ready for the rewards of the king-
dom, for the everlasting light will shine on
you forevermore.

36Flee the shadow of this world, receive
the joy of your glory. I call to witness my
savior openly.

37 Receive that which is given to you by
the Lord, and be joyful, giving thanks to
him who has called you to heavenly king-
doms.

38 Arise and stand up, and see the num-
ber of those who have been sealed at the
Lord’s feast.

39Thosewhowithdrew themselves from
the shadow of the world have received
glorious garments from the Lord.

40 Take again your full number, O Zion,
and make up the reckoning of those of
yours who are clothed in white, which
have fulfilled the law of the Lord.

41 The number of your children, whom
you long for, is fulfilled. Ask the power
of the Lord, that your people, which have
been called from the beginning, may be
made holy.”

42 I, Esdras, sawuponMount Zion a great
multitude, whom I could not number, and
they all praised the Lord with songs.

43 In the midst of them, there was a
youngman of a high stature, taller than all
the rest, and upon every one of their heads
he set crowns, and he was more exalted
than they were. I marveled greatly at this.

† 2:29 or,Hell.
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44 So I asked the angel, and said, “What
are these, my Lord?”

45 He answered and said to me, “These
are those who have put off the mortal
clothing, and put on the immortal, and
have confessed the name of God. Now are
they crowned, and receive palms.”

46 Then said I to the angel, “Who is the
young man who sets crowns on them, and
gives them palms in their hands?”

47 So he answered and said to me, “He is
the Son of God, whom they have confessed
in the world.”
Then I began to praise those who stood

so valiantly for the name of the Lord.
48 Then the angel said to me, “Go your

way, and tell my people what kind of
things, and how great wonders of the Lord
God you have seen.”

3
1 In the thirtieth year after the ruin of

the city, I Salathiel, also called Esdras, was
in Babylon, and lay troubled uponmy bed,
andmy thoughts came up over my heart,

2 for I saw the desolation of Zion and the
wealth of those who lived at Babylon.

3 My spirit was very agitated, so that I
began to speak words full of fear to the
Most High, and said,

4 “O sovereign Lord, didn’t you speak
at the beginning when you formed the
earth—and that yourself alone—and com-
manded the dust

5 and it gave you Adam, a body without
a soul? Yet it was the workmanship of
yourhands, and youbreathed into him the
breath of life, and he was made alive in
your presence.

6You ledhim into the gardenwhich your
right hand planted before the earth ap-
peared.

7You gave himyour one commandment,
which he transgressed, and immediately
you appointed death for him and his de-
scendants. From him were born nations,
tribes, peoples, and kindred without num-
ber.

8 Every nation walked after their own
will, did ungodly things in your sight, and
despised your commandments, and you
didn’t hinder them.

9Nevertheless, again in process of time,
you brought the flood on those who lived
in the world and destroyed them.

10 It came to pass that the same thing
happened to them. Just as death came to
Adam, so was the flood to these.

11 Nevertheless, you left one of them,
Noah with his household, and all the righ-
teous menwho descended from him.

12 “It came to pass that when those who
lived upon the earth began to multiply,
they alsomultiplied children, peoples, and
many nations, and began again to bemore
ungodly than their ancestors.

13 It came to pass, when they did
wickedly before you, you chose one from
among them, whose namewas Abraham.

14You loved, and tohimonlyyoushowed
the end of the times secretly by night,

15 and made an everlasting covenant
with him, promising him that you would
never forsake his descendants. To him,
you gave Isaac, and to Isaac you gave Jacob
and Esau.

16 You set apart Jacob for yourself, but
rejected Esau. Jacob became a great mul-
titude.

17 It came to pass that when you led
his descendants out of Egypt, you brought
them up toMount Sinai.

18Youbowed theheavensalso, shook the
earth, moved the whole world, made the
depths tremble, and troubled the age.

19Your glorywent through four gates, of
fire, of earthquake, ofwind, andof ice, that
you might give the law to the descendants
of Jacob, and the commandment to the
descendants of Israel.

20 “Yet you didn’t take away from them
their wicked heart, that your law might
produce fruit in them.

21 For the first Adam, burdened with a
wicked heart transgressed and was over-
come, as were all who are descended from
him.

22 Thus disease was made permanent.
The law was in the heart of the people
along with the wickedness of the root. So
the good departed away and that which
was wicked remained.
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23 So the times passed away, and the
years were brought to an end. Then you
raised up a servant, called David,

24whom you commanded to build a city
to your name, and to offer burnt offerings
to you in it fromwhat is yours.

25When this was donemany years, then
those who inhabited the city did evil,

26 in all things doing as Adam and all his
generations had done, for they also had a
wicked heart.

27 So you gave your city over into the
hands of your enemies.

28 “Then I said in my heart, ‘Are their
deeds of those who inhabit Babylon any
better? Is that why it gained dominion
over Zion?’

29 For it came to pass when I came here,
that I also saw impieties without number,
andmy soul sawmany sinners in this thir-
tieth year, so that my heart failedme.

30 For I have seen how you endure them
sinning, and have spared those who act
ungodly, and have destroyed your people,
and have preserved your enemies;

31 and you have not shown how your
waymay be comprehended. Are the deeds
of Babylon better than those of Zion?

32 Or is there any other nation that
knows you beside Israel? Or what tribes
have so believed your covenants as these
tribes of Jacob?

33 Yet their reward doesn’t appear, and
their labor has no fruit, for I have gone
here and there through the nations, and I
see that they abound in wealth, and don’t
think about your commandments.

34Weigh therefore our iniquities now in
the balance, and theirs also who dwell in
the world, and so will it be found which
way the scale inclines.

35 Or when was it that they who dwell
on the earth have not sinned in your sight?
Or what nation has kept your command-
ments so well?

36 You will find some men by name who
have kept your precepts, but you won’t
find nations.”

4
1 The angel who was sent to me, whose

namewas Uriel, gaveme an answer,
2 and said to me, “Your understanding

hasutterly failedyou regarding thisworld.
Do you think you can comprehend theway
of theMost High?”

3Then I said, “Yes, my Lord.”
He answered me, “I have been sent to

showyou threeways, and to set before you
three problems.

4 If you can solve one for me, I also
will show you the way that you desire to
see, and I will teach you why the heart is
wicked.”

5 I said, “Say on, my Lord.”
Then said he to me, “Go, weigh for me

the weight of fire, or measure for me blast
of wind, or call back for me the day that is
past.”

6Then answered I and said, “Who of the
sons of men is able to do this, that you
should askme about such things?”

7He said tome, “If I had asked you, ‘How
many dwellings are there in the heart of
the sea? Or how many springs are there
at the fountain head of the deep? Or how
many streams are above the firmament?
Or which are the exits †of hell? Or which
are the entrances of paradise?’

8 perhaps you would say to me, ‘I never
wentdown into thedeep, orasyet intohell,
neither did I ever climb up into heaven.’

9 Nevertheless now I have only asked
you about the fire, wind, and the day,
things which you have experienced, and
fromwhichyoucan’t be separated, andyet
haveyougivenmenoanswerabout them.”

10 He said moreover to me, “You can’t
understandyourown things that yougrew
upwith.

11How then can yourmind comprehend
thewayof theMostHigh? Howcanhewho
is already worn out with the corrupted
world understand incorruption?”

‡When I heard these things, I fell on my
face

12 and said to him, “It would have been
better if we weren’t here at all, than that

† 4:7 So the Syriac. The Latin omits of hell? orwhich are the paths. ‡ 4:11 So the Syriac and Aethiopic. The Latin is
corrupt.
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we should come here and live in the midst
of ungodliness, and suffer, and not know
why.”

13He answered me, and said, §“A forest
of the trees of the field went out, and took
counsel together,

14 and said, ‘Come! Let’s go and make
war against the sea, that it may depart
away before us, and that we may make
ourselves more forests.’

15 The waves of the sea also in like man-
ner took counsel together, and said, ‘Come!
Let’s go up and subdue the forest of the
plain, that there also we may gain more
territory.’

16 The counsel of the wood was in vain,
for the fire came and consumed it.

17Likewise also the counsel of thewaves
of the sea, for the sand stood up and
stopped them.

18 If you were judge now between these
two, which would you justify, or which
would you condemn?”

19 I answered and said, “It is a foolish
counsel that they both have taken, for the
ground is given to the wood, and the place
of the sea is given to bear its waves.”

20 Then answered he me, and said, “You
have given a right judgment. Why don’t
you judge your own case?

21 For just as the ground is given to the
wood, and the sea to its waves, even so
those who dwell upon the earth may un-
derstand nothing but what is upon the
earth. Only hewho dwells above the heav-
ens understands the things that are above
the height of the heavens.”

22 Then answered I and said, “I beg you,
O Lord, why has the power of understand-
ing been given to me?

23For itwasnot inmymind to be curious
of the ways above, but of such things as
pass by us daily, because Israel is given up
as a reproach to the heathen. The people
whom you have loved have been given
over to ungodly nations. The law of our
forefathers is made of no effect, and the
written covenants are nowhere regarded.

24 We pass away out of the world like
locusts. Our life is like a vapor, and we
aren’t worthy to obtainmercy.

25What will he then do for his name by
which we are called? I have asked about
these things.”

26 Then he answered me, and said, “If
you are alive you will see, and if you live
long, you will marvel, for the world has-
tens quickly to pass away.

27For it is not able to bear the things that
are promised to the righteous in the times
to come; for this world is full of sadness
and infirmities.

28 For the evil† about which you asked
me has been sown, but its harvest hasn’t
yet come.

29 If therefore that which is sown isn’t
reaped, and if the place where the evil is
sown doesn’t pass away, the field where
the good is sownwon’t come.

30 For a grain of evil seed was sown in
the heart of Adam from the beginning, and
how much wickedness it has produced to
this time! How much more it will yet
produce until the time of threshing comes!

31 Ponder now by yourself, how much
fruit of wickedness a grain of evil seed has
produced.

32 When the grains which are without
number are sown, how great a threshing
floor they will fill!”

33 Then I answered and said, ‡“How
long? Whenwill these things come topass?
Why are our years few and evil?”

34 He answered me, and said, “Don’t
hurry faster than the Most High; for your
haste is§ for your own self, but he who is
above hurries on behalf of many.

35 Didn’t the souls of the righteous ask
question of these things in their chambers,
saying, ‘How long †will we be here? When
does the fruit of the threshing floor come?’

36 To them, Jeremiel the archangel an-
swered, ‘When the number is fulfilled of
thosewhoare like you. Forhehasweighed
the world in the balance.

§ 4:13 So the Oriental versions. The Latin is corrupt. See Judges 9:8. † 4:28 so the Syriac and Aethiopic. ‡ 4:33
So the chief oriental versions. § 4:34 So the Syriac. The Latin is corrupt. † 4:35 So the Syriac. The Latin has
shall I hope on this fashion? ‡ 4:37 Syr. rest.
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37 By measure, he has measured the
times. By number, he has counted the
seasons. Hewon’t ‡move or stir them until
that measure is fulfilled.’ ”

38 Then I answered, “O sovereign Lord,
all of us are full of ungodliness.

39 Perhaps it is for our sakes that the
threshing time of the righteous is kept
back—because of the sins of those who
dwell on the earth.”

40 So he answered me, “Go your way
to a woman with child, and ask of her
when she has fulfilled her nine months, if
her womb may keep the baby any longer
within her.”

41Then I said, “No, Lord, that can it not.”
He said to me, “In Hades, the chambers

of souls are like the womb.
42For just like a woman in labor hurries

to escape the anguish of the labor pains,
even so these places hurry to deliver those
things thatarecommitted to themfromthe
beginning.

43 Then you will be shown those things
which you desire to see.”

44 Then I answered, “If I have found fa-
vor in your sight, and if it is possible, and if
I amworthy,

45 show me this also, whether there is
more to come than is past, or whether the
greater part has gone over us.

46 For what is gone I know, but I don’t
knowwhat is to come.”

47He said to me, “Stand up on my right
side, and Iwill explain the parable to you.”

48So I stood, looked, and saw a hot burn-
ing ovenpassedbybeforeme. It happened
that when the flame had gone by I looked,
and saw that the smoke remained.

49 After this, a watery cloud passed in
front ofme, and sent downmuch rainwith
a storm. When the stormy rain was past,
the drops still remained in it.”

50 Then said he to me, “Consider with
yourself; as the rain is more than the
drops, and the fire is greater than the
smoke, so the quantity which is past was
far greater; but the drops and the smoke
still remained.”

51Then I prayed, and said, “Do you think
that I will live until that time? Or who will
be alive in those days?”

52He answeredme, “As for the signs you
asked me about, I may tell you of them in
part; but I wasn’t sent to tell you about
your life, for I don’t know.

5
1 “Nevertheless, concerning the signs,

behold, the days will come when those
who dwell on earth will be taken †with
greatamazement, and thewayof truthwill
be hidden, and the land will be barren of
faith.

2 Iniquity will be increased above what
now you see, and beyond what you have
heard long ago.

3 The land that you now see ruling will
be a trackless waste, and men will see it
desolate.

4 But if the Most High grants you to live,
you will see what is after the third period
will be troubled. The sun will suddenly
shine in thenight, and themoon in the day.

5 Blood will drop out of wood, and the
stone will utter its voice. The peoples will
be troubled, and the stars will fall.

6He will rule whom those who dwell on
the earth don’t expect, and the birds will
fly away together.

7The Sodomite seawill cast out fish, and
make a noise in the night, which many
have not known; but all will hear its voice.

8Therewill alsobe chaos inmanyplaces.
Fires will break out often, and thewild an-
imalswill change their places, andwomen
will bring forthmonsters.

9 Salt waters will be found in the sweet,
and all friends will destroy one another.
Then reason will hide itself, and under-
standing withdraw itself into its chamber.

10 It will be sought by many, and won’t
be found. Unrighteousness and lack of
restraint will be multiplied on earth.

11 One country will ask another, ‘Has
righteousness, or a man that does righ-
teousness, gone through you?’ And it will
say, ‘No.’

12 It will come to pass at that time that
menwill hope, but won’t obtain. They will
labor, but their ways won’t prosper.

13 I ampermitted to showyou such signs.
If you will pray again, and weep as now,

† 5:1 So the syriac.
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and fast seven days, you will hear yet
greater things than these.”

14Then I woke up, and an extreme trem-
blingwent throughmybody, andmymind
was so troubled that it fainted.

15So the angelwhohad come to talkwith
me held me, comforted me, and set me on
my feet.

16 In the secondnight, it came topass that
‡Phaltiel the captain of the people came to
me, saying, “Where have you been? Why
is your face sad?

17Or don’t you know that Israel is com-
mitted to you in the land of their captivity?

18 Get up then, and eat some bread,
and don’t forsake us, like a shepherd who
leaves the flock in the power of cruel
wolves.”

19Then said I to him, “Go away fromme
and don’t come near me for seven days,
and then you shall come to me.” He heard
what I said and left me.

20 So I fasted seven days, mourning and
weeping, like Uriel the angel had com-
mandedme.

21 After seven days, the thoughts of my
heart were very grievous to me again,

22andmy soul recovered the spirit of un-
derstanding, and I began to speak words
before theMost High again.

23 I said, “O sovereign Lord of all the
woods of the earth, and of all the trees
thereof, you have chosen one vine for
yourself.

24Of all the lands of the world you have
chosen one §country for yourself. Of all
the flowers of the world, you have chosen
one lily for yourself.

25 Of all the depths of the sea, you have
filled one river for yourself. Of all built
cities, you have consecrated Zion for your-
self.

26 Of all the birds that are created you
have named for yourself one dove. Of all
the livestock that have been made, you
have provided for yourself one sheep.

27 Among all the multitudes of peoples
you have gotten yourself one people. To

this people, whom you loved, you gave a
law that is approved by all.

28 Now, O Lord, why have you given
this one people over to many, and †have
dishonored the one root above others,
and have scattered your only one among
many?

29 Those who opposed your promises
have trampled down those who believed
your covenants.

30 If you really do hate your people so
much, they should be punished with your
own hands.”

31Now when I had spoken these words,
the angel that came to me the night before
was sent to me,

32 and said to me, “Hear me, and I will
instruct you. Listen to me, and I will tell
youmore.”

33 I said, “Speak on, my Lord.”
Then said he to me, “You are very trou-

bled in mind for Israel’s sake. Do you
love that people more than he who made
them?”

34 I said, “No, Lord; but I have spoken
out of grief; for my heart is in agony every
hour while I labor to comprehend the way
of theMostHigh, and to seek out part of his
judgment.”

35He said to me, “You can’t.”
And I said, “Why, Lord? Whywas I born?

Why wasn’t my mother’s wombmy grave,
that I might not have seen the travail of
Jacob, and thewearisome toil of thepeople
of Israel?”

36Hesaid tome, “Count forme thosewho
haven’t yet come. Gather together for me
the drops that are scattered abroad, and
make thewitheredflowers green again for
me.

37 Open for me the chambers that are
closed, and bring out thewinds forme that
are shut up in them. Or showme the image
of a voice. Then I will declare to you the
travail that you asked to see.”

38 And I said, “O sovereign Lord, who
may know these things except he who
doesn’t have his dwelling withmen?

‡ 5:16 The Syriac has Psaltiel. § 5:24 After the Oriental versions. The Latin has pit. † 5:28 After the Oriental
versions. The Latin reads have prepared.



2 Esdras 5:39 1193 2 Esdras 6:7

39 As for me, I lack wisdom. How can I
then speak of these things you asked me
about?”

40Then said he tome, “Just as you can do
none of these things that I have spoken of,
even so you can’t find outmy judgment, or
the end of the love that I have promised to
my people.”

41 I said, “But, behold, O Lord, you have
made the promise to those who are alive
at the end. What should they do who have
been before us, or we ourselves, or those
whowill come after us?”

42 He said to me, “I will compare my
judgment to a ring. Just as there is no
slowness of those who are last, even so
there is no swiftness of thosewho be first.”

43 So I answered, “Couldn’t you make
them all at once that have beenmade, and
that are now, and that are yet to come, that
youmight show your judgment sooner?”

44 Then he answered me, “The creature
may not move faster than the creator, nor
can the world hold them at once who will
be created in it.”

45And I said, “Howhave you said to your
servant, that ‡youwill surelymake alive at
once the creature that you have created?
§If therefore theywill be alive at once, and
the creation will sustain them, even so it
might nowalso support them tobepresent
at once.”

46 And he said to me, “Ask the womb
of a woman, and say to her, ‘If you bear
ten children, why do you it at different
times? Ask her therefore to give birth to
ten children at once.”

47 I said, “She can’t, butmust do it each in
their own time.”

48 Then said he to me, “Even so, I have
given the womb of the earth to those who
are sown in it in their own times.

49 For just as a young child may not give
birth, neither she who has grown old any
more, even so have I organized the world
which I created.”

50 I asked, “Seeing that you have now
shownme theway, I will speak before you.
Is our mother, of whom you have told me,
still young? Or does she now draw near to
old age?”

51He answered me, “Ask a woman who
bears children, and she will tell you.

52 Say to her, ‘Why aren’t they whom
youhavenowbrought forth like thosewho
were before, but smaller in stature?’

53 She also will answer you, ‘Those who
areborn in the strengthof youtharediffer-
ent from those who are born in the time of
old age, when the womb fails.’

54 Consider therefore you also, how you
are shorter than those who were before
you.

55 So are those who come after you
smaller than you, as born of the creature
which nowbegins to be old, and is past the
strength of youth.”

56 Then I said, “Lord, I implore you, if I
have found favor in your sight, show your
servant by whom you visit your creation.”

6
1He said to me, “In the beginning, when

the earth was made, before the portals of
the world were fixed and before the gath-
erings of the winds blew,

2 before the voices of the thunder
sounded and before the flashes of the
lightning shone, before the foundations of
paradise were laid,

3 before the fair flowers were seen, be-
fore the powers of the earthquake were
established, before the innumerable army
of angels were gathered together,

4before the heights of the air were lifted
up, before the measures of the firmament
were named, before the footstool of Zion
†was established,

5 before the present years were reck-
oned, before the imaginations of those
who now sin were estranged, and before
they were sealed who have gathered faith
for a treasure—

6 then I considered these things, and they
all were made through me alone, and not
through another; just as by me also they
will be ended, and not by another.”

7 Then I answered, “What will be the
dividing of the times? Or when will be the
endof thefirst and thebeginningof theage
that follows?”

‡ 5:45 So the Syriac. § 5:45 The Latin omits If...alive at once. † 6:4 So the Syriac.
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8He said tome, “FromAbraham to Isaac,
because Jacob and Esau were born to him,
for Jacob’s hand held Esau’s heel from the
beginning.

9ForEsau is theendof thisage, and Jacob
is the beginning of the one that follows.

10 ‡The beginning of a man is his hand,
and the end of aman is his heel. Seek noth-
ing else between the heel and the hand,
Esdras!”

11Then I answered, “O sovereign Lord, if
I have found favor in your sight,

12 I begyou, showyourservant theendof
your signswhich you showedme part on a
previous night.”

13 So he answered, “Stand up upon your
feet, and you will hear a mighty sounding
voice.

14 If the place you stand on is greatly
moved

15when it speaks don’t be afraid, for the
word is of the end, and the foundations of
the earth will understand

16 that the speech is about them. They
will tremble and be moved, for they know
that their endmust be changed.”

17 It happened that when I had heard
it, I stood up on my feet, and listened,
and, behold, there was a voice that spoke,
and its sound was like the sound of many
waters.

18 It said, “Behold, the days come when
I draw near to visit those who dwell upon
the earth,

19andwhen I investigate thosewhohave
caused harm unjustly with their unrigh-
teousness, and when the affliction of Zion
is complete,

20andwhen the sealwill be set on theage
that is to pass away, then I will show these
signs: the books will be opened before the
firmament, and all will see together.

21 The children a year old will speak
with their voices. The women with child
will deliver premature children at three or
four months, and they will live and dance.

22 Suddenly the sown places will appear
unsown. The full storehouses will sud-
denly be found empty.

23 The trumpet will give a sound which
when everyman hears, theywill suddenly
be afraid.

24 At that time friends will make war
against one another like enemies. The
earth will stand in fear with those who
dwell in it. The springs of the fountains
will stand still, so that for three hours they
won’t flow.

25 “It will be that whoever remains after
all these things that I have told you of, he
will be saved and will see my salvation,
and the end of myworld.

26 They will see the men who have been
taken up, who have not tasted death from
their birth. The heart of the inhabitants
will be changedand turned into adifferent
spirit.

27 For evil will be blotted out and deceit
will be quenched.

28 Faith will flourish. Corruption will be
overcome, and the truth, which has been
so long without fruit, will be declared.”

29When he talkedwithme, behold, little
by little, the place I stood on §rocked back
and forth.

30 He said to me, “I came to show you
these things †tonight.

31 If therefore you will pray yet again,
and fast seven more days, I will ‡again tell
you greater things than these.

32 For your voice has surely been heard
before the Most High. For the Mighty has
seen your righteousness. He has also seen
your purity, which you have maintained
ever since your youth.

33Therefore he has sent me to show you
all these things, and to say to you, ‘Believe,
and don’t be afraid!

34 Don’t be hasty to think vain things
about the former times, that you may not
hasten in the latter times.’ ”

35 It came to pass after this, that I wept
again, and fasted seven days in like man-
ner, that I might fulfill the three weeks
which he told me.

36 On the eighth night, my heart was
troubled within me again, and I began to
speak in the presence of the Most High.

‡ 6:10 So the Syriac, etc. The Latin is defective. § 6:29After the Oriental versions. The Latin is corrupt. † 6:30
So the Syriac. The Latin is corrupt. ‡ 6:31 The Latin has tell you by day.
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37Formy spirit was greatly aroused, and
my soul was in distress.

38 I said, “O Lord, truly you spoke at the
beginning of the creation, on the first day,
and said this: ‘Let heaven and earth be
made,’ and your word perfected the work.

39 Then the spirit was hovering, and
darkness and silence were on every side.
The sound of man’s voice was not yet
there.§

40 Then you commanded a ray of light
to be brought out of your treasuries, that
your works might then appear.

41 “On the second day, again you made
the spirit of the firmament and com-
manded it to divide and to separate the
waters, that the one part might go up, and
the other remain beneath.

42 “On the third day, you commanded
that the waters should be gathered to-
gether in the seventh part of the earth.
You dried up six parts and kept them, to
the intent that of these some being both
planted and tilledmight serve before you.

43For as soon as yourwordwent out, the
work was done.

44 Immediately, great and innumerable
fruit grew, with many pleasant tastes, and
flowers of inimitable color, and fragrances
of most exquisite smell. This was done the
third day.

45 “On the fourth day, you commanded
that the sun should shine, themoongive its
light, and the stars shouldbe in theirorder;

46 and gave them a command to serve
mankind, whowas to bemade.

47 “On the fifth day, you said to the
seventh part, where the water was gath-
ered together, that it should produce living
creatures, fowls and fishes; and so it came
to pass

48 that the mute and lifeless water pro-
duced living things as it was told, that the
nations might therefore praise your won-
drous works.

49 “Then you preserved two living crea-
tures. The one you called Behemoth, and
the other you called Leviathan.

50You separated the one from the other;
for the seventh part, namely, where the
water was gathered together, might not
hold them both.

51 To Behemoth, you gave one part,
which was dried up on the third day, that
he should dwell in it, in which are a thou-
sand hills;

52but to Leviathan you gave the seventh
part, namely, the watery part. You have
kept them to be devoured by whom you
wish, when youwish.

53 “But on the sixth day, you commanded
the earth to produce before you cattle, an-
imals, and creeping things.

54 Over these, you ordained Adam as
ruler over all the works that you have
made. Of him came all of us, the people
whom you have chosen.

55 “All this have I spoken before you, O
Lord, because you have said that for our
sakes youmade †this world.

56 As for the other nations, which also
come from Adam, you have said that they
are nothing, and are like spittle. You have
likened the abundance of them to a drop
that falls from a bucket.

57 Now, O Lord, behold these nations,
which are reputed as nothing, being rulers
over us and devouring us.

58 But we your people, whom you have
called your firstborn, your only children,
and your fervent lover, are given into their
hands.

59Now if theworld ismade for our sakes,
why don’t we possess our world for an
inheritance? How long will this endure?”

7
1 When I had finished speaking these

words, the angel which had been sent to
me the nights before was sent to me.

2He said to me, “Rise, Esdras, and hear
the words that I have come to tell you.”

3 I said, “Speak on, my Lord.”
Then he said to me, “There is a sea set in

a wide place, that it might be †broad and
vast,

4but its entrance is set in a narrow place
so as to be like a river.

§ 6:39TheLatin adds fromyou. † 6:55 So the Syriac. TheLatinhas thefirstbornworld. † 7:3 So the chiefOriental
versions. The Latin MSS. have deep.
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5 Whoever desires to go into the sea to
look at it, or to rule it, if he didn’t go
through the narrow entrance, how could
he come into the broad part?

6Another thing also: There is a city built
and set in a plain country, and full of all
good things,

7but its entrance is narrow, and is set in
adangerousplace to fall, havingfireon the
right hand, and deep water on the left.

8 There is one only path between them
both, even between the fire and the water,
so that only one person can go there at
once.

9 If this city is now given to a man for
an inheritance, if the heir doesn’t pass the
danger before him, howwill he receive his
inheritance?”

10 I said, “That is so, Lord.”
Then said he to me, “Even so also is

Israel’s portion.
11 Imade theworld for their sakes. What

is now done was decreed when Adam
transgressedmy statutes.

12Then the entrances of this world were
made narrow, sorrowful, and toilsome.
Theyarebut fewandevil, full of perils, and
involved in great toils.

13For the entrances of the greater world
are wide and safe, and produce fruit of
immortality.

14 So if those who live don’t enter these
difficult and vain things, they can never
receive those that are reserved for them.

15Now thereforewhy are you disturbed,
seeing you are but a corruptible man?
Why are youmoved, since you aremortal?

16 Why haven’t you considered in your
mind that which is to come, rather than
that which is present?”

17 Then I answered and said, “O
sovereign Lord, behold, you have or-
dained in your law that the righteous will
inherit these things, but that the ungodly
will perish.

18The righteous thereforewill suffer dif-
ficult things, and hope for easier things,
but those who have done wickedly have
suffered the difficult things, and yet will
not see the easier things.”

19 He said to me, “You are not a judge
above God, neither do you have more un-
derstanding than theMost High.

20 Yes, let many perish who now live,
rather than that the lawofGodwhich is set
before them be despised.

21 For God strictly commanded those
who came, even as they came, what they
should do to live, and what they should
observe to avoid punishment.

22Nevertheless, theyweren’t obedient to
him, but spoke against him and imagined
for themselves vain things.

23 They made cunning plans of wicked-
ness, and said moreover of the Most High
that he doesn’t exist, and they didn’t know
his ways.

24 They despised his law and denied his
covenants. They haven’t been faithful to
his statutes, and haven’t performed his
works.

25 Therefore, Esdras, for the empty are
empty things, and for the full are the full
things.

26 For behold, the time will come, and
it will be, when these signs of which I
told you before will come to pass, that the
bride will appear, even the city coming
forth, and she will be seen who now is
withdrawn from the earth.

27 Whoever is delivered from the fore-
told evils will see mywonders.

28Formy son Jesuswill be revealedwith
those who are with him, and those who
remain will rejoice four hundred years.

29 After these years my son Christ‡ will
die, along with all of those who have the
breath of life§.

30Then theworld will be turned into the
old silence seven days, like as in the first
beginning, so that no humanwill remain.

31After seven days the world that is not
yet awake will be raised up, and what is
corruptible will die.

32 The earth will restore those who are
asleep in it, and the dust those who dwell
in it in silence, and the †secret places will
deliver those souls thatwere committed to
them.

‡ 7:29 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. § 7:29 Lat. man † 7:32 Or, chambers See 2 Esdras 4:35. ‡ 7:33 The
Syriac adds and the endwill come.
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33The Most High will be revealed on the
judgment seat, ‡ and compassion will pass
away, and patience will be withdrawn.

34Only judgmentwill remain. Truthwill
stand. Faith will grow strong.

35 Recompense will follow. The reward
will be shown. Gooddeedswill awake, and
wicked deeds won’t sleep.§

36 The †pit of torment will appear, and
near itwill be theplaceof rest. The furnace
of hell‡ will be shown, and near it the
paradise of delight.

37Then the Most High will say to the na-
tions that are raised from the dead, ‘Look
and understand whom you have denied,
whom you haven’t served, whose com-
mandments you have despised.

38 Look on this side and on that. Here
is delight and rest, and there fire and tor-
ments.’ Thus §he will speak to them in the
day of judgment.

39 This is a day that has neither sun, nor
moon, nor stars,

40 neither cloud, nor thunder, nor light-
ning, neither wind, nor water, nor air, nei-
ther darkness, nor evening, nor morning,

41neither summer, nor spring, nor heat,
nor† winter, neither frost, nor cold, nor
hail, nor rain, nor dew,

42 neither noon, nor night, nor dawn,
neither shining, nor brightness, nor light,
except only the splendor of the glory of the
Most High, by which all will see the things
that are set before them.

43 Itwill endure as though itwere aweek
of years.

44This ismy judgment and its prescribed
order; but I have only shown these things
to you.”

45 I answered, “I said then, O Lord, and
I say now: Blessed are those who are now
alive and keep your commandments!

46 But what about those for whom I
prayed? For who is there of those who are
alive who has not sinned, and who of the
children of men hasn’t transgressed your
covenant?

47Now I see that the world to come will
bring delight to few, but torments tomany.

48 For an evil heart has grown up in
us, which has led us astray from these
commandments and has brought us into
corruption and into the ways of death. It
has shown us the paths of perdition and
removed us far from life—and that, not a
few only, but nearly all who have been
created.”

49He answered me, “Listen to me, and I
will instruct you. I will admonish you yet
again.

50For this reason, the Most High has not
made one world, but two.

51For because youhave said that the just
are not many, but few, and the ungodly
abound, hear the explanation.

52 If you have just a few precious stones,
will you add them to lead and clay?”

53 I said, “Lord, how could that be?”
54He said to me, “Not only that, but ask

the earth, and she will tell you. Defer to
her, and she will declare it to you.

55 Say to her, ‘You produce gold, silver,
and brass, and also iron, lead, and clay;

56but silver ismore abundant than gold,
and brass than silver, and iron than brass,
and lead than iron, and clay than lead.’

57 Judge therefore which things are pre-
cious and to be desired, what is abundant
or what is rare?”

58 I said, “O sovereign Lord, thatwhich is
plentiful is of less worth, for that which is
more rare is more precious.”

59He answeredme, “Weighwithin your-
self the things that you have thought, for
he who has what is hard to get rejoices
over himwho has what is plentiful.

60 So also is the judgment which I have
promised; for I will rejoice over the few
that will be saved, because these are those
who have made my glory to prevail now,
and through them, my name is now hon-
ored.

61 I won’t grieve over the multitude of
those who perish; for these are those who
are now like mist, and have become like

§ 7:35 The passage from verse [36] to verse [105], formerlymissing, has been restored to the text. See Preface, page
ix. † 7:36 So the chief Oriental versions. The LatinMSS. have place. ‡ 7:36 Lat. Gehenna. § 7:38 So the chief
Oriental versions. The Latin haswill you speak. † 7:41Or, storm
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flame and smoke; they are set on fire and
burn hotly, and are extinguished.”

62 I answered, “O earth, why have you
produced, if the mind is made out of dust,
like all other created things?

63 For it would have been better that the
dust itself had been unborn, so that the
mindmight not have beenmade from it.

64But now the mind grows with us, and
because of this we are tormented, because
we perish and we know it.

65 Let the race of men lament and the
animals of the field be glad. Let all who
are born lament, but let the four-footed
animals and the livestock rejoice.

66For it is far betterwith them thanwith
us; for they don’t look forward to judg-
ment, neither do they know of torments or
of salvation promised to them after death.

67For what does it profit us, that we will
bepreservedalive, but yetbeafflictedwith
torment?

68 For all who are born are defiled with
iniquities, and are full of sins and laden
with transgressions.

69 If after death we were not to come
into judgment, perhaps itwouldhavebeen
better for us.”

70 He answered me, “When the Most
High made the world and Adam and all
those who came from him, he first pre-
pared the judgment and the things that
pertain to the judgment.

71 Now understand from your own
words, for you have said that the mind
grows with us.

72They thereforewhodwell on the earth
will be tormented for this reason, that hav-
ing understanding they have committed
iniquity, and receiving commandments
have not kept them, and having obtained a
law theydealt unfaithfullywith thatwhich
they received.

73What then will they have to say in the
judgment, or how will they answer in the
last times?

74For how long a time has theMost High
been patient with those who inhabit the
world, and not for their sakes, but because
of the times which he has foreordained!”

75 I answered, “If I have found grace in
your sight, O Lord, show this also to your

servant, whether after death, even now
when every one of us gives up his soul,
we will be kept in rest until those times
come, in which you renew the creation,
or whether we will be tormented immedi-
ately.”

76He answeredme, “I will show you this
also; butdon’t joinyourselfwith thosewho
are scorners, nor countyourselfwith those
who are tormented.

77 For you have a treasure of works laid
up with the Most High, but it won’t be
shown you until the last times.

78 For concerning death the teaching is:
When the decisive sentence has gone out
from theMost High that aman shall die, as
the spirit leaves thebody to returnagain to
him who gave it, it adores the glory of the
Most High first of all.

79And if it is one of thosewho have been
scorners and have not kept the way of the
Most High, and that have despised his law,
and who hate those who fear God,

80 these spirits won’t enter into habita-
tions, but will wander and be in torments
immediately, ever grieving and sad, in
seven ways.

81 The first way, because they have de-
spised the law of theMost High.

82 The second way, because they can’t
now make a good repentance that they
may live.

83The thirdway, theywill see the reward
laid up for those who have believed the
covenants of the Most High.

84The fourth way, they will consider the
torment laid up for themselves in the last
days.

85 The fifth way, they will see the
dwelling places of the others guarded by
angels, with great quietness.

86 The sixth way, they will see how im-
mediately some of them will pass into tor-
ment.

87 The seventh way, which is more
grievous than all the aforesaid ways, be-
cause they will pine away in confusion
and be consumed with shame, and will
be withered up by fears, seeing the glory
of the Most High before whom they have
sinnedwhile living, andbeforewhomthey
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will be judged in the last times.
88 “Now this is the order of those who

have kept theways of theMost High, when
they will be separated from their mortal
body.

89 In the time that they lived in it, they
painfully served the Most High, and were
in jeopardy every hour, that they might
keep the law of the lawgiver perfectly.

90Therefore this is the teaching concern-
ing them:

91 First of all they will see with great joy
the glory of him who takes them up, for
they will have rest in seven orders.

92 The first order, because they have la-
bored with great effort to overcome the
evil thoughtwhichwas fashioned together
with them, that it might not lead them
astray from life into death.

93 The second order, because they see
the perplexity in which the souls of the
ungodly wander, and the punishment that
awaits them.

94The third order, they see the testimony
which he who fashioned them gives con-
cerning them, that while they lived they
kept the law which was given them in
trust.

95The fourth order, they understand the
rest which, being gathered in their cham-
bers, they now enjoy with great quiet-
ness, guarded by angels, and the glory that
awaits them in the last days.

96 The fifth order, they rejoice that they
have now escaped from that which is cor-
ruptible, and that they will inherit that
which is to come, while they see in addi-
tion the difficulty and the pain fromwhich
theyhavebeendelivered, and the spacious
liberty which they will receive with joy
and immortality.

97 The sixth order, when it is shown to
themhow their facewill shine like the sun,
and how they will be made like the light
of the stars, being incorruptible from then
on.

98 The seventh order, which is greater
than all the previously mentioned orders,
because they will rejoice with confidence,

and because theywill be boldwithout con-
fusion, and will be glad without fear, for
they hurry to see the face of him whom in
their lifetime they served, and fromwhom
they will receive their reward in glory.

99 This is the order of the souls of the
just, as from henceforth is announced to
them. Previously mentioned are the ways
of torturewhich thosewhowould not give
heed will suffer from after this.”

100 I answered, “Will time therefore be
given to the souls after they are separated
from the bodies, that they may see what
you have described to me?”

101 He said, “Their freedom will be for
seven days, that for seven days they may
see the things you have been told, and
afterwards they will be gathered together
in their habitations.”

102 I answered, “If I have found favor
in your sight, show further to me your
servant whether in the day of judgment
the just will be able to intercede for the
ungodly or to entreat the Most High for
them,

103whether fathers for children, or chil-
dren for parents, or kindred for kindred,
or kinsfolk for their next of kin, or friends
for those who aremost dear.”

104 He answered me, “Since you have
found favor in my sight, I will show you
this also. The day of judgment is‡ a day
of decision, and displays to all the seal of
truth. Even as now a father doesn’t send
his son, or a son his father, or a master his
slave, or a friendhim that ismost dear, that
in his place he may understand, or sleep,
or eat, or be healed,

105 so no one will ever pray for another
in that day, neither will one lay a bur-
den on another, for then everyone will
each bear his own righteousness or un-
righteousness.”

106 I answered, “How do we now find
thatfirstAbrahamprayed for thepeople of
Sodom, and Moses for the ancestors who
sinned in the wilderness,

107 and Joshua after him for Israel in the
days of *Achan,

‡ 7:104 The Latin has a bold day * 7:107 Joshua 7:1 § 7:108 So the Syriac and other versions. The Latin omits
in the days of Saul.
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108 and Samuel §in the days of Saul, and
David for the plague, and Solomon for
those who would worship in the sanctu-
ary,

109 and Elijah for those that received
rain, and for the dead, that hemight live,

110 and Hezekiah for the people in the
days of Sennacherib, and many others
prayed for many?

111 If therefore now, when corrup-
tion has grown and unrighteousness
increased, the righteous have prayed for
the ungodly, why will it not be so then
also?”

112Heansweredme, “This presentworld
is not the end. The full glory doesn’t re-
main in it. Therefore those who were able
prayed for the weak.

113 But the day of judgment will be the
end of this age, and the beginning of the
immortality to come, in which corruption
has passed away,

114 intemperance is at an end, infidelity
is cutoff, but righteousnesshasgrown, and
truth has sprung up.

115 Then no one will be able to have
mercy on him who is condemned in judg-
ment, nor to harm someonewho is victori-
ous.”

116 I answered then, “This is my first and
last saying, that it would have been better
if the earth had not produced Adam, or
else, when it had produced him, to have
restrained him from sinning.

117For what profit is it for all who are in
this present time to live in heaviness, and
after death to look for punishment?

118 O Adam, what have you done? For
though it was you who sinned, the evil
hasn’t fallen on you alone, but on all of us
who come from you.

119 For what profit is it to us, if an im-
mortal time is promised to us, but we have
done deeds that bring death?

120And that there ispromisedusanever-
lasting hope, but we have most miserably
failed?

121 And that there are reserved habita-
tions of health and safety, but we have
lived wickedly?

122 And that the glory of the Most High
will defend those who have led a pure life,
but we have walked in the most wicked
ways of all?

123And that a paradise will be revealed,
whose fruit endures without decay, in
which is abundance and healing, but we
won’t enter into it,

124 for we have lived in perverse ways?
125And that the faces of those who have

practiced self-controlwill shinemore than
the stars, but our faceswill be blacker than
darkness?

126Forwhile we lived and committed in-
iquity, we didn’t consider what we would
have to suffer after death.”

127Then he answered, “This is the signif-
icance of the battlewhich humans born on
the earth will fight:

128 if they are overcome, they will suffer
as you have said, but if they get the victory,
they will receive the thing that I say.

129For this is theway thatMoses spoke to
the people while he lived, saying, ‘Choose
life, that youmay live!’

130Nevertheless they didn’t believe him
or the prophets after him, not even me,
who have spoken to them.

131 Therefore there won’t be such heav-
iness in their destruction, as there will be
joy over those who are assured of salva-
tion.”

132 Then I answered, “I know, Lord, that
the Most High is now called merciful, in
that he has mercy upon those who have
not yet come into the world;

133 and compassionate, in that he has
compassion upon those who turn to his
law;

134 and patient, in that he is patient with
those who have sinned, since they are his
creatures;

135 and bountiful, in that he is ready to
give rather than to take away;

136 and very merciful, in that he multi-
pliesmore andmoremercies to those who
are present, and who are past, and also to
those who are to come—

137 for if he wasn’t merciful, the world
wouldn’t continuewith thosewhodwell in
it—

138 and one who forgives, for if he didn’t
forgive out of his goodness, that those
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who have committed iniquities might be
relieved of them, not even one ten thou-
sandth part of mankind would remain liv-
ing;

139 and a judge, for if he didn’t pardon
those who were created by his word, and
blot out themultitude of sins,

140 there would perhaps be very few left
of an innumerable multitude.”

8
1 He answered me, “The Most High has

made this world for many, but the world
to come for few.

2 Now I will tell you a parable, Esdras.
Just as when you ask the earth, it will say
to you that it gives very much clay from
which earthen vessels are made, but little
dust that gold comes from. Even so is the
course of the present world.

3Many have been created, but few will
be saved.”

4 I answered, “Drink your fill of under-
standing then, Omy soul, and let my heart
devour wisdom.

5 For you †have come here apart from
yourwill, and depart against yourwill, for
you have only been given a short time to
live.

6 O Lord over us, grant to your servant
that we may pray before you, and give us
seed for our heart and cultivation for our
understanding, that fruit may grow from
it, by which everyone who is corrupt, who
bears the ‡likeness of a man, may live.

7 For you alone exist, and we all one
workmanship of your hands, just as you
have said.

8 Because you give life to the body that
is now fashioned in the womb, and give
it members, your creature is preserved in
fire andwater, and yourworkmanship en-
dures ninemonths as your creationwhich
is created in it.

9But that which keeps and that which is
kept will both be kept §by your keeping.
When the womb gives up again what has
grown in it,

10 you have commanded that out of the
parts of the body, that is to say, out of the
breasts, be givenmilk, which is the fruit of
the breasts,

11 that the body that is fashionedmay be
nourished for a time, and afterwards you
guide it in yourmercy.

12 Yes, you have brought it up in your
righteousness, nurtured it in your law, and
corrected it with your judgment.

13 You put it to death as your creation,
andmake it live as your work.

14 If therefore you †lightly and suddenly
destroy himwhichwith so great laborwas
fashionedby your commandment, towhat
purpose was hemade?

15Nowtherefore Iwill speak. Aboutman
in general, you know best, but about your
people for whose sake I am sorry,

16 and for your inheritance, for whose
cause I mourn, for Israel, for whom I am
heavy, and for the seed of Jacob, for whose
sake I am troubled,

17 therefore I will begin to pray before
you for myself and for them; for I see the
failings of us who dwell in the land;

18 but I have heard the swiftness of the
judgment which is to come.

19 Therefore hear my voice, and under-
stand my saying, and I will speak before
you.”
The beginning of the words of Esdras,

before he was taken up. He said,
20 “O Lord, you who remain forever,

whose eyes are exalted, and whose cham-
bers are in the air,

21 whose throne is beyond measure,
whose glory is beyond comprehension, be-
fore whom the army of angels stand with
trembling,

22 ‡ atwhose bidding they are changed to
windandfire,whoseword is sure, and say-
ings constant, whose ordinance is strong,
and commandment fearful,

23 whose look dries up the depths, and
whose indignation makes the mountains
to melt away, and whose truth bears wit-
ness—

† 8:5 So the Syriac. The Latin is incorrect. ‡ 8:6 So the Syriac. The Latin has place. § 8:9 So the Syriac. The
Latin is imperfect. † 8:14 So the Syriac. The Latin is incorrect. ‡ 8:22 According to the chief Oriental versions.
The Latin has, even theywhose service takes the form of wind etc.
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24 hear, O Lord, the prayer of your ser-
vant, and give ear to the petition of your
handiwork.

25 Attend to my words, for as long as I
live, I will speak, and as long as I have
understanding, I will answer.

26 Don’t look at the sins of your people,
but on thosewhohave served you in truth.

27 Don’t regard the doings of those who
act wickedly, but of those who have kept
your covenants in affliction.

28 Don’t think about those who have
lived wickedly before you, but remember
thosewho havewillingly known your fear.

29Let it not be your will to destroy those
whohave lived like cattle, but look at those
who have §clearly taught your law.

30 Don’t be indignant at those who are
deemed worse than animals, but love
those who have always put their trust in
your glory.

31 For we and our fathers have †passed
our lives in ‡ways that bring death, but you
are calledmerciful because of us sinners.

32For if you have a desire to havemercy
upon us who have no works of righteous-
ness, then you will be calledmerciful.

33 For the just, which have many good
works laid up with you, will be rewarded
for their own deeds.

34 For what is man, that you should take
displeasure at him? Or what is a cor-
ruptible race, that you should be so bitter
toward it?

35 For in truth, there is no man among
those who are born who has not done
wickedly, and among those who have
lived, there is none which have not done
wrong.

36For in this, O Lord, your righteousness
and your goodness will be declared, if you
are merciful to those who have no store of
good works.”

37 Then he answered me, “Some things
youhave spokenrightly, and itwill happen
according to your words.

38 For indeed I will not think about the
fashioning of those who have sinned, or
about their death, their judgment, or their
destruction;

39 but I will rejoice over the creation of
the righteous and their pilgrimage, their
salvation, and the reward that they will
have.

40 Therefore as I have spoken, so it will
be.

41 For as the farmer sows many seeds in
the ground, and plantsmany trees, and yet
not all that is sown will §come up in due
season, neither will all that is planted take
root, even so those who are sown in the
world will not all be saved.”

42 Then I answered, “If I have found fa-
vor, let me speak before you.

43 If the farmer’s seed doesn’t come up
because it hasn’t received your rain in due
season, or if it is ruined by too much rain
and perishes,

44 likewise man, who is formed with
your hands and is called your own image,
because he is made like you, for whose
sake you have formed all things, even him
have youmade like the farmer’s seed.

45Don’t be angrywith us, but spare your
people and have mercy upon your inheri-
tance, for you have mercy upon your own
creation.”

46 Then he answered me, “Things
present are for those who live now, and
things to come for those who will live
hereafter.

47 For you come far short of being able
to love my creature more than I. But you
have compared yourself to the unrigh-
teous. Don’t do that!

48Yet in this will you be admirable to the
Most High,

49 in that you have humbled yourself,
as it becomes you, and have not judged
yourself among the righteous, so as to be
much glorified.

50Formanygrievousmiserieswill fall on
those who dwell in the world in the last
times, because they have walked in great
pride.

51 But understand for yourself, and for
those who inquire concerning the glory of
those like you,

§ 8:29 The Syriac has received the brightness of your law. † 8:31 So the Syriac and Aethiopic versions. ‡ 8:31
Lat. manners. § 8:41 Lat. be saved.
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52 because paradise is opened to you.
The tree of life is planted. The time to come
is prepared. Plenteousness is made ready.
A city is built. Rest is †allowed. Goodness is
perfected, andwisdomisperfectedbefore-
hand.

53 The root of evil is sealed up from you.
Weakness is done away from you, and
‡death is hidden. Hell and corruptionhave
fled into forgetfulness.

54 Sorrows have passed away, and in the
end, the treasure of immortality is shown.

55Therefore ask no more questions con-
cerning themultitude of thosewho perish.

56 For when they had received liberty,
they despised the Most High, scorned his
law, and forsook his ways.

57Moreover they have troddendownhis
righteous,

58 and said in their heart that there is no
God—even knowing that theymust die.

59 For as the things I have said will wel-
comeyou, so thirst andpainwhicharepre-
pared for them. For the Most High didn’t
intend that men should be destroyed,

60but those who are created have them-
selves defiled the name of him who made
them, and were unthankful to him who
prepared life for them.

61 Therefore my judgment is now at
hand,

62which I havenot shown to allmen, but
to you, and a few like you.”
Then I answered,
63 “Behold, O Lord, now you have shown

me the multitude of the wonders which
you will do in the last times, but you
haven’t shownmewhen.”

9
1 He answered me, “Measure diligently

within yourself. When you see that a cer-
tain part of the signs are past, which have
been told you beforehand,

2 then will you understand that it is the
very time in which theMost Highwill visit
the world which wasmade by him.

3When earthquakes, tumult of peoples,
plans of nations, wavering of leaders, and
confusion of princes are seen in theworld,

4 thenwill you understand that theMost
High spoke of these things from the days
that were of old, from the beginning.

5For just aswith everything that ismade
in theworld, the beginning †is evident and
the endmanifest,

6 so also are the times of the Most High:
the beginnings are manifest in wonders
and mighty works, and the end in effects
and signs.

7 Everyone who will be saved, and will
be able to escape by his works, or by faith
by which they have believed,

8will be preserved from the said perils,
and will see my salvation in my land and
withinmyborders,which I have sanctified
for myself from the beginning.

9 Then those who now have abused my
ways will be amazed. Those who have
cast them away despitefully will live in
torments.

10 For as many as in their life have re-
ceived benefits, and yet have not known
me,

11 and as many as have scorned my law,
while they still had liberty and when an
opportunity to repent was open to them,
didn’t understand, but despised ‡ it,

12must know §it in torment after death.
13Therefore don’t be curious any longer

how the ungodly will be punished, but
inquire how the righteous will be saved,
†those who the world belongs to, and for
whom the world was created.”

14 I answered,
15 “I have said before, and now speak,

and will say it again hereafter, that there
aremore of thosewho perish than of those
whowill be saved,

16 like a wave is greater than a drop.”
17He answered me, “Just as the field is,

so also the seed. As the flowers are, so are
the colors. As the work is, so also is the
‡judgment on it. As is the farmer, so also

† 8:52 The Syriac has established. ‡ 8:53 After the chief Oriental versions. † 9:5 So the Syriac. The Latin is
corrupt. ‡ 9:11 Or, me § 9:12 Or, me † 9:13 So the Syriac and other versions. The Latin has and whose...
created, andwhen. ‡ 9:17 So the Aethiopic and Arabic. The Latin has creation.
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is his threshing floor. For there was a time
in the world

18 when I was preparing for those who
now live, before the world was made for
them to dwell in. Then no one spoke
against me,

19 for §no one existed. But now those
who are created in this world that is pre-
pared, both †with a table that doesn’t fail
and a law which is unsearchable, are cor-
rupted in their ways.

20So I consideredmyworld, and behold,
it was destroyed, and my earth, and be-
hold, it was in peril, because of the plans
that had come into it.

21 I sawand spared them, but not greatly,
and saved myself a grape out of a cluster,
and a plant out of ‡a great forest.

22 Let the multitude perish then, which
were born in vain. Let my grape be saved,
andmyplant, for Ihavemade themperfect
with great labor.

23 Nevertheless, if you will wait seven
more days—however don’t fast in them,

24but go into a field of flowers, where no
house is built, andeat onlyof theflowersof
the field, and you shall taste no flesh, and
shall drink no wine, but shall eat flowers
only—

25and pray to theMost High continually,
then I will come and talk with you.”

26 So I went my way, just as he com-
manded me, into the field which is called
§Ardat. There I sat among the flowers, and
ate of the herbs of the field, and this food
satisfiedme.

27 It came to pass after seven days that
I lay on the grass, and my heart was trou-
bled again, like before.

28Mymouth was opened, and I began to
speak before the LordMost High, and said,

29 “O Lord, you showed yourself among
us, to our fathers in the wilderness, when
they went out of Egypt, and when they
came into the wilderness, where no man
treads and that bears no fruit.

30 You said, ‘Hear me, O Israel. Heed my
words, O seed of Jacob.

31 For behold, I sow my law in you, and
it will bring forth fruit in you, and youwill
be glorified in it forever.’

32 But our fathers, who received the
law, didn’t keep it, and didn’t observe the
statutes. The fruit of the law didn’t perish,
for it couldn’t, because it was yours.

33 Yet those who received it perished,
because theydidn’t keep the thing thatwas
sown in them.

34 Behold, it is a custom that when the
groundhas received seed, or the seaa ship,
or any vessel food or drink, and when it
comes to pass that that which is sown, or
that which is launched,

35 or the things which have been re-
ceived, should come to an end, these come
to an end, but the receptacles remain. Yet
with us, it doesn’t happen that way.

36Forwewho have received the lawwill
perish by sin, along with our heart which
received it.

37Notwithstanding the law doesn’t per-
ish, but remains in its honor.”

38When I spoke these things inmyheart,
I looked around me with my eyes, and
on my right side I saw a woman, and be-
hold, she mourned and wept with a loud
voice, andwasmuch grieved inmind. Her
clothes were torn, and she had ashes on
her head.

39 Then let I my thoughts go in which I
was occupied, and turnedmyself to her,

40 and said to her, “Why are you weep-
ing? Why are you grieved in yourmind?”

41 She said to me, “Leave me alone, my
Lord, that I may weep for myself and add
tomy sorrow, for I am very troubled inmy
mind, and brought very low.”

42 I said to her, “What ails you? Tell me.”
43 She said to me, “I, your servant, was

barren and had no child, though I had a
husband thirty years.

44Every hour and every day these thirty
years I made my prayer to the Most High
day and night.

45 It came to pass after thirty years that
God heard me, your handmaid, and saw
my low estate, and consideredmy trouble,

§ 9:19 So the Syriac. † 9:19 So the Syriac. ‡ 9:21 So the Syriac and other versions. The Latin has great tribes.
§ 9:26 The Syriac and Aethiopic have Arphad.
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and gave me a son. I rejoiced in him
greatly, I and my husband, and all my
†neighbors. We gave great honor to the
Mighty One.

46 I nourished himwith great care.
47Sowhenhegrewup, and I came to take

him awife, I made him a feast day.

10
1 “So it came to pass that when my son

was entered into his wedding chamber, he
fell down and died.

2 Then we all put out the lamps, and
all my †neighbors rose up to comfort me.
I remained quiet until the second day at
night.

3 It came to pass, when they had all
stopped consoling me, encouraging me to
be quiet, then rose I up by night, and fled,
and came here into this field, as you see.

4 Now I don’t intend to return into the
city, but to stay here, and not eat or drink,
but to continually mourn and fast until I
die.”

5Then I left the reflections Iwas engaged
in, and answered her in anger,

6“Youmost foolishwoman, don’t you see
our mourning, and what has happened to
us?

7 For Zion the mother of us all is full of
sorrow, andmuch humbled.

8 ‡It is right now to mourn deeply, since
we all mourn, and to be sorrowful, since
we are all in sorrow, but you aremourning
for one son.

9Ask the earth, and she will tell you that
it is shewhich ought tomourn for somany
that grow upon her.

10For out of her, all had their beginnings,
and others will come; and, behold, almost
all of them walk into destruction, and the
multitude of them is utterly doomed.

11 Who then should mourn more, §she
who has lost so great a multitude, or you,
who are grieved but for one?

12But if you say tome, ‘Mylamentation is
not like the earth’s, for I have lost the fruit
of my womb, which I brought forth with
pains, and bare with sorrows;’

13 but it is with the earth after the man-
ner of the earth. The multitude present in
it has gone as it came.

14 Then say I to you, ‘Just as you have
brought forth with sorrow, even so the
earth also has given her fruit, namely, peo-
ple, ever since the beginning to him who
made her.’

15 Now therefore keep your sorrow to
yourself, and bearwith a good courage the
adversities which have happened to you.

16For if youwill acknowledge the decree
ofGod tobe just, youwill both receive your
son in time, and will be praised among
women.

17Go your way then into the city to your
husband.”

18 She said to me, “I won’t do that. I will
not go into the city, but I will die here.”

19 So I proceeded to speak further to her,
and said,

20 “Don’t do so, but allow yourself to be
persuaded by reason of the adversities of
Zion; and be comforted by reason of the
sorrow of Jerusalem.

21 For you see that our sanctuary has
been laid waste, our altar broken down,
our temple destroyed,

22 our lute has been brought low, our
song is put to silence, our rejoicing is at
an end, the light of our candlestick is put
out, the ark of our covenant is plundered,
our holy things are defiled, and the name
that we are called is profaned. Our free
men are despitefully treated, our priests
are burned, our Levites have gone into
captivity, our virgins are defiled and our
wives ravished, our righteousmen carried
away, our little ones betrayed, our young
men are brought into bondage, and our
strongmen have becomeweak.

23What is more than all, the seal of Zion
has now lost the seal of her honor, and is
delivered into the hands of thosewho hate
us.

24 Therefore shake off your great heavi-
ness, and put away from yourself the mul-
titude of sorrows, that theMightyOnemay
be merciful to you again, and the Most

† 9:45 Lat. townsmen. † 10:2 Lat. townsmen. ‡ 10:8 See the Oriental versions. The Latin is corrupt. § 10:11
So the Syriac.
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High may give you rest, even ease from
your troubles.”

25 It came topasswhile Iwas talkingwith
her, behold, her face suddenly began to
shine exceedingly, and her countenance
glistered like lightning, so that I was very
afraid of her, and wondered what this
meant.

26 Behold, suddenly she made a great
and very fearful cry, so that the earth
shook at the noise.

27 I looked, and behold, the woman ap-
peared tome nomore, but therewas a city
built, and a place shown itself from large
foundations. Then I was afraid, and cried
with a loud voice,

28 “Where is Uriel the angel, who came
to me at the first? For he has caused me
to fall into this great trance, and my end
has turned into corruption, andmy prayer
a reproach!”

29As Iwas speaking thesewords, behold,
the angelwhohad come tomeatfirst came
tome, and he looked at me.

30 Behold, I lay as one who had been
dead, and my understanding was taken
from me. He took me by the right hand,
and comforted me, and set me on my feet,
and said to me,

31 “What ails you? Why are you so trou-
bled? Why is your understanding and the
thoughts of your heart troubled?”

32 I said, “Because you have forsaken
me; yet I did according to your words, and
went into the field, and, behold, I have
seen, and still see, that which I amnot able
to explain.”

33 He said to me, “Stand up like a man,
and I will instruct you.”

34 Then I said, “Speak on, my Lord; only
don’t forsakeme, lest I die beforemy time.

35 For I have seen what I didn’t know,
and hear what I don’t know.

36Or is my sense deceived, or my soul in
a dream?

37Now therefore I beg you to explain to
your servant what this visionmeans.”

38 He answered me, “Listen to me, and
I will inform you, and tell you about the

things you are afraid of, for the Most High
has revealedmany secret things to you.

39Hehas seen that yourway is righteous,
because you are continually sorry for your
people, and make great lamentation for
Zion.

40 This therefore is the meaning of the
vision.

41 The woman who appeared to you a
little while ago, whom you sawmourning,
and began to comfort her,

42but nowyouno longer see the likeness
of the woman, but a city under construc-
tion appeared to you,

43 and she told you of the death of her
son, this is the interpretation:

44 This woman, whom you saw, is Zion,†
whom you now see as a city being built.

45 She told you that she had been barren
for thirty years because there were three
thousandyears in theworld inwhich there
was no offering as yet offered in her.

46 And it came to pass after three thou-
sand years that Solomon built the city and
offered offerings. It was then that the
barren bore a son.

47 She told you that she nourished him
with great care. That was the dwelling in
Jerusalem.

48 When she said to you, ‘My son
died when he entered into his marriage
chamber, and that misfortune befell her,’
this was the destruction that came to
Jerusalem.

49Behold, you saw her likeness, how she
mourned for her son, and you began to
comfort her for what has happened to her.
These were the things to be opened to you.

50Fornow theMostHigh, seeing that you
are sincerely grieved and suffer fromyour
whole heart for her, has shown you the
brightness of her glory and the attractive-
ness of her beauty.

51Therefore I asked you to remain in the
field where no house was built,

52 for I knew that the Most High would
show this to you.

53 Therefore I commanded you to come
into the field, where no foundation of any

† 10:44 So the Syriac and other versions. The Latin is incorrect.
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building was.
54 For no human construction could

stand in the place in which the city of the
Most High was to be shown.

55 Therefore don’t be afraid nor let your
heart be terrified, but go your way in and
see the beauty and greatness of the build-
ing, as much as your eyes are able to see.

56 Then will you hear as much as your
ears may comprehend.

57 For you are more blessed than many,
and are called by name to bewith theMost
High, like only a few.

58 But tomorrow at night you shall re-
main here,

59 and so the Most High will show you
those visions in dreams of what the Most
High will do to those who live on the earth
in the last days.”
So I slept that night and another, as he

commandedme.

11
1 It came to pass the second night that I

saw a dream, and behold, an eagle which
had twelve feathered wings and three
heads came up from the sea.

2 I saw, andbehold, she spreadherwings
over all the earth, and all the winds of
heaven blew on her, †and the clouds were
gathered together against her.

3 I saw, and out of her wings there grew
other wings near them; and they became
little, tiny wings.

4 But her heads were at rest. The head
in the middle was larger than the other
heads, yet rested it with them.

5Moreover I saw, and behold, the eagle
flewwith herwings to reign over the earth
and over those who dwell therein.

6 I sawhowall thingsunderheavenwere
subject to her, and no one spoke against
her—no, not one creature on earth.

7 I saw, and behold, the eagle rose on her
talons, and uttered her voice to her wings,
saying,

8 “Don’t all watch at the same time. Let
each one sleep in his own place andwatch
in turn;

9 but let the heads be preserved for the
last.”

10 I saw, and behold, the voice didn’t
come out of her heads, but from the midst
of her body.

11 I counted ‡her wings that were near
the others, and behold, there were eight of
them.

12 I saw, andbehold, on the right side one
wing arose and reigned over all the earth.

13 When it reigned, the end of it came,
and it disappeared, so that its place ap-
peared no more. The next wing rose up
and reigned, and it ruled a long time.

14 It happened that when it reigned, its
end came also, so that it disappeared, like
the first.

15Behold, a voice came to it, and said,
16 “Listen, you who have ruled over the

earth all this time! I proclaim this to you,
before you disappear,

17none after youwill rule as long as you,
not even half as long.”

18 Then the third arose, and ruled as the
others before, and it also disappeared.

19 So it went with all the wings one after
another, as every one ruled, and then dis-
appeared.

20 I saw, and behold, in process of time
the §wings that followed were set up on
the †right side, that they might rule also.
Some of them ruled, but in a while they
disappeared.

21 Some of them also were set up, but
didn’t rule.

22After this I saw, andbehold, the twelve
wings disappeared, along with two of the
little wings.

23 There was no more left on the eagle’s
body, except the three heads that rested,
and six little wings.

24 I saw, and behold, two little wings
divided themselves from the six and re-
mained under the head that was on the
right side; but four remained in their
place.

25 I saw, and behold, these ‡under wings
planned to set themselves up and to rule.

† 11:2 So the chief Oriental versions. The Latin has only and were gathered together. ‡ 11:11 The Syriac has her
little wings, and, etc. § 11:20 The Syriac has little wings. † 11:20 The Aethiopic has left. ‡ 11:25 The Syriac
has little wings.
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26 I saw, and behold, there was one set
up, but in a while it disappeared.

27 A second also did so, and it disap-
peared faster than the first.

28 I saw, and behold, the two that re-
mained also planned between themselves
to reign.

29 While they thought about it, behold,
one of the heads that were at rest awak-
ened, the one that was in the middle, for
that was greater than the two other heads.

30 I sawhowit joined the twootherheads
with it.

31 Behold, the head turned with those
who were with it, and ate the two §under
wings that planned to reign.

32 But this head held the whole earth
in possession, and ruled over those who
dwell in it with much oppression. It had
stronger governance over the world than
all the wings that had gone before.

33After this I saw, and behold, the head
also thatwas in themiddle suddenlydisap-
peared, like the wings.

34 But the two heads remained, which
also reigned the same way over the earth
and over those who dwell in it.

35 I saw, and behold, the head on the
right sidedevoured theone thatwason the
left side.

36 Then I heard a voice, which said to
me, “Look in front of you, and consider the
thing that you see.”

37 I saw, and behold, something like a
lion roused out of the woods roaring. I
heard how he sent out aman’s voice to the
eagle, and spoke, saying,

38 “Listen and I will talk with you. The
Most High will say to you,

39 ‘Aren’t you the one that remains of
the four animals whom I made to reign in
my world, that the end of my times might
come through them?

40 The fourth came and overcame all
the animals that were past, and ruled the
worldwith great trembling, and thewhole
extent of the earth with grievous oppres-
sion. He livedon the earth sucha long time
with deceit.

41 You have judged the earth, but not
with truth.

42 For you have afflicted the meek, you
have hurt the peaceful, you have hated
those who speak truth, you have loved
liars, destroyed the dwellings of thosewho
produced fruit, and threw down the walls
of those who did you no harm.

43 Your insolence has come up to the
Most High, and your pride to theMighty.

44 The Most High also has looked at his
times, and behold, they are ended, and his
ages are fulfilled.

45 Therefore appear no more, you eagle,
nor your horrible wings, nor your evil lit-
tle wings, nor your cruel heads, nor your
hurtful talons, nor all yourworthless body,

46 that all the earth may be refreshed
and relieved, being delivered from your
violence, and that she may hope for the
judgment and mercy of him who made
her.’ ”

12
1 It came to pass, while the lion spoke

these words to the eagle, I saw,
2 and behold, the head that remained

disappeared, and †the two wings which
went over to it arose and set themselves up
to reign; and their kingdom was brief and
full of uproar.

3 I saw, and behold, they disappeared,
and the whole body of the eagle was
burned, so that the earth was in great fear.
Then Iwokeupbecauseof greatperplex-

ity of mind and great fear, and said to my
spirit,

4 “Behold, you have done this to me, be-
cause you search out the ways of the Most
High.

5 Behold, I am still weary in my mind,
and very weak in my spirit. There isn’t
even a little strength in me, because of
the great fear with which I was frightened
tonight.

6Therefore I will now ask the Most High
that he would strengthenme to the end.”

7Then I said, “O sovereign Lord, if I have
found favor in your sight, and if I am justi-
fied with youmore thanmany others, and

§ 11:31 The Syriac has little wings. † 12:2 So the chief Oriental versions.
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if my prayer has indeed come up before
your face,

8 strengthen me then, and show me,
your servant, the interpretation and plain
meaning of this fearful vision, that you
may fully comfort my soul.

9Foryouhave judgedmeworthy to show
me the end of time and the last events of
the times.”

10He said to me, “This is the interpreta-
tion of this vision which you saw:

11 The eagle, whom you saw come up
from the sea, is the fourth kingdomwhich
appeared in a vision to your brother
Daniel.

12 But it was not explained to him, as I
now explain it to you or have explained it.

13Behold, the days come that a kingdom
will rise up on earth, and it will be feared
more than all the kingdoms that were be-
fore it.

14Twelve kings will reign in it, one after
another.

15 Of those, the second will begin to
reign, and will reign a longer time than
others of the twelve.

16This is the interpretation of the twelve
wings which you saw.

17As for when you heard a voice which
spoke, not going out from the heads, but
from themidst of its body, this is the inter-
pretation:

18 That ‡after the time of that kingdom,
therewill arisenosmall contentions, and it
will stand in peril of falling. Nevertheless,
itwon’t fall then, butwill be restored again
to its former power.

19Yousawtheeightunderwings sticking
to her wings. This is the interpretation:

20That in it eight kings will arise, whose
times will be short and their years swift.

21Twoof themwill perishwhen themid-
dle time approaches. Four will be kept for
awhileuntil the timeof theendingof itwill
approach; but twowill be kept to the end.

22 You saw three heads resting. This is
the interpretation:

23 In its last days, the Most High will
raiseup three §kingdomsand renewmany
things in them. They will rule over the
earth,

24 and over those who dwell in it, with
much oppression,more than all thosewho
were before them. Therefore they are
called the heads of the eagle.

25 For these are those who will accom-
plish her wickedness, and who will finish
her last actions.

26 You saw that the great head disap-
peared. It signifies thatoneof themwilldie
on his bed, and yet with pain.

27 But for the two that remained, the
sword will devour them.

28 For the sword of the one will devour
him that waswith him, but hewill also fall
by the sword in the last days.

29 You saw two under wings passing
†over to the head that is on the right side.

30 This is the interpretation: These are
they whom the Most High has kept to his
end. This is the brief reign that was full of
trouble, as you saw.

31 “The lion, whomyou saw rising up out
of the forest, roaring, speaking to theeagle,
and rebukingher for her unrighteousness,
and all her words which you have heard,

32 this is the anointed one, whom the
Most High has kept to the end ‡[of days,
whowill springupout of the seedofDavid,
and he will come and speak] to them and
reprove them for their wickedness and
unrighteousness, andwill§ heapupbefore
them their contemptuous dealings.

33 For at first he will set them alive in
his judgment, and when he has reproved
them, he will destroy them.

34 For he will deliver the rest of my
people with mercy, those who have been
preserved throughout my borders, and he
will make them joyful until the coming of
the end, even the day of judgment, about
which Ihave spoken toyou fromthebegin-
ning.

35 This is the dream that you saw, and
this is its interpretation.

‡ 12:18 The Oriental versions havein the midst of. § 12:23 The Oriental versions have kings † 12:29 So the
Syriac. The Latin has over the head. ‡ 12:32 The words in brackets are added from the Syriac. § 12:32 The
Syriac has set in order.
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36 Only you have been worthy to know
the secret of the Most High.

37 Therefore write all these things that
you have seen in a book, and put it in a
secret place.

38 You shall teach them to the wise of
your people, whose hearts you know are
able to comprehend and keep these se-
crets.

39 But wait here yourself seven more
days, that you may be shown whatever it
pleases the Most High to show you.” Then
he departed fromme.

40 It came to pass, when all the people
†saw that the seven days were past, and
I had not come again into the city, they
all gathered together, from the least to the
greatest, and came tome, and spoke tome,
saying,

41 “How have we offended you? What
evil have we done against you, that you
have utterly forsaken us, and sit in this
place?

42 For of all the prophets, only you are
left to us, like a cluster of the vintage, and
like a lamp in a dark place, and like a
harbor for a ship saved from the tempest.

43Aren’t the evils which have come to us
sufficient?

44 If youwill forsakeus, howmuchbetter
had it been for us if we also had been
consumed in the burning of Zion!

45 For we are not better than those who
died there.” Then they wept with a loud
voice. I answered them,

46 “Take courage, O Israel! Don’t be sor-
rowful, you house of Jacob;

47 for theMostHigh remembersyou. The
Mighty has not forgotten you ‡forever.

48 As for me, I have not forsaken you.
I haven’t departed from you; but I have
come into this place to pray for the deso-
lation of Zion, and that I might seekmercy
for the humiliation of your sanctuary.

49 Now go your way, every man to his
ownhouse, andafter thesedays Iwill come
to you.”

50 So the people went their way into the
city, as I told them to do.

51But I sat in the field seven days, as the
angel commanded me. In those days, I ate
onlyof theflowersof thefield, andmy food
was from plants.

13
1 It came to pass after seven days, I

dreamed a dream by night.
2Behold, a wind arose from the sea that

moved all its waves.
3 I saw, and behold, †[this wind caused to

come up from the midst of the sea some-
thing like the appearance of a man. I
saw, and behold,] that man ‡flew with the
clouds of heaven. When he turned his face
to look, everything that he saw trembled.

4 Whenever the voice went out of his
mouth, allwhoheardhis voicemelted, like
the §waxmelts when it feels the fire.

5 After this I saw, and behold, an innu-
merablemultitude of peoplewas gathered
together from the four winds of heaven to
make war against the man who came out
of the sea.

6 I saw, and behold, he carved himself a
great mountain, and flew up onto it.

7 I tried to see the region or place from
which the mountain was carved, and I
couldn’t.

8 After this I saw, and behold, all those
who were gathered together to fight
against himwere very afraid, and yet they
dared to fight.

9 Behold, as he saw the assault of the
multitude that came, he didn’t lift up his
hand, or hold a spear or any weapon of
war;

10 but I saw only how he sent out of his
mouth something like a flood of fire, and
out of his lips a flaming breath, and out of
his tongue he shot out a storm of sparks.†

11 These were all mixed together: the
flood of fire, the flaming breath, and the
great storm, and fell upon the assault of
themultitudewhichwas prepared tofight,
and burned up every one of them, so that
all of a sudden an innumerable multitude

† 12:40 So the Syriac. The Latin has heard. ‡ 12:47 So the Syriac. † 13:3 Thewords in brackets are added from
the Syriac. ‡ 13:3 So the Syriac. The Latin has grew strong § 13:4 So the Syriac and other Oriental versions.
† 13:10 So the Syriac and Arabic.



2 Esdras 13:12 1211 2 Esdras 13:40

was seen to be nothing but dust of ashes
and smell of smoke. When I saw this, I was
amazed.

12Afterward, I saw the same man come
down from the mountain, and call to him-
self another multitude which was peace-
ful.

13 Many people came to him. Some of
them were glad. Some were sorry. Some
of them were bound, and some others
brought some of those as offerings. Then
through great fear Iwokeupandprayed to
theMost High, and said,

14 “You have shown your servant these
wonders from the beginning, and have
counted me worthy that you should re-
ceive my prayer.

15Now show me also the interpretation
of this dream.

16For as I conceive inmyunderstanding,
woe to thosewhowill be left in those days!
Muchmore woe to those who are not left!

17 For those who were not left will be in
heaviness,

18understanding the things that are laid
up in the latter days, but not attaining to
them.

19But woe to them also who are left, be-
cause they will see great perils and much
distress, like these dreams declare.

20 Yet is it ‡better for one to be in peril
and tocome into§these things, than topass
awayas a cloudout of theworld, andnot to
see the things that †will happen in the last
days.”
He answeredme,
21 “I will tell you the interpretation of

the vision, and I will also open to you the
things about which youmentioned.

22You have spoken of those who are left
behind. This is the interpretation:

23 He that will ‡endure the peril in that
time will protect those who fall into dan-
ger, even those who have works and faith
toward the Almighty.

24Knowtherefore that thosewhoare left
behind are more blessed than those who
are dead.

25 These are the interpretations of the
vision: Whereas you sawaman comingup
from themidst of the sea,

26 this is he whom the Most High has
been keeping for many ages, who by his
own self will deliver his creation. He will
direct those who are left behind.

27Whereasyousawthatoutofhismouth
camewind, fire, and storm,

28 and whereas he held neither spear,
nor any weapon of war, but destroyed the
assault of that multitude which came to
fight against him, this is the interpretation:

29Behold, the days come when the Most
Highwill begin to deliver thosewho are on
the earth.

30Astonishment ofmindwill come upon
those who dwell on the earth.

31 One will plan to make war against
another, city against city, place against
place, people against people, and kingdom
against kingdom.

32 It will be, when these things come to
pass, and the signshappenwhich I showed
you before, then my Son will be revealed,
whom you saw as aman ascending.

33 It will be, when all the nations hear
his voice, every man will leave his own
land and the battle they have against one
another.

34 An innumerable multitude will be
gathered together, as you saw, desiring to
come and to fight against him.

35 But he will stand on the top of Mount
Zion.

36 Zion will come, and will be shown to
all men, being prepared and built, like you
saw themountain carved without hands.

37My Son will rebuke the nations which
have come for their wickedness, with
plagues that are like a storm,

38andwill rebuke themto their facewith
their evil thoughts, and the torments with
which they will be tormented, which are
like a flame. He will destroy themwithout
labor by the law, which is like fire.

39Whereas you saw that he gathered to
himself anothermultitude that was peace-
ful,

40 these are the ten tribes which were
led away out of their own land in the time
of Osea the king, whom Salmananser the
kingof theAssyrians ledaway captive, and
he carried them beyond the River, and

‡ 13:20 Lat. easier. § 13:20 So the Syriac. † 13:20 So the Syriac. ‡ 13:23 So the Syriac.
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they were taken into another land.
41But they made this plan among them-

selves, that theywould leave themultitude
of the heathen, and go out into a more
distant region, where mankind had never
lived,

42 that there they might keep their
statutes which they had not kept in their
own land.

43 They entered by the narrow passages
of the river Euphrates.

44 For the Most High then did signs for
them, and stopped the springs of the River
until they had passed over.

45 For through that country there was a
longway to go, namely, of a year andahalf.
The same region is called §Arzareth.

46 Then they lived there until the latter
time. Nowwhen they begin to come again,

47 the Most High stops the springs of the
River again, that they may go through.
Therefore you saw themultitude gathered
together with peace.

48 But those who are left behind of your
people are those who are foundwithinmy
holy border.

49 It will be therefore when he will de-
stroy the multitude of the nations that are
gathered together, he will defend the peo-
ple who remain.

50 Then will he show them very many
wonders.”

51Then I said, “OsovereignLord, explain
this to me: Why have I seen the man com-
ing up from themidst of the sea?”

52He said to me, as no one can explore
or know what is in the depths of the sea,
even sonomanonearth can seemySon, or
thosewho arewith him, except in the time
of †his day.

53This is the interpretation of the dream
which you saw, and for this only you are
enlightened about this,

54 for you have forsaken your ownways,
and applied your diligence to mine, and
have searched out my law.

55 You have ordered your life in wis-
dom, and have called understanding your
mother.

56 Therefore I have shown you this, for
there is a reward laid up with the Most
High. It will be, after another three days I
will speak other things to you, and declare
to youmighty and wondrous things.”

57 Then I went out and passed into the
field, giving praise and thanks greatly to
the Most High because of his wonders,
which he did from time to time,

58 and because he governs the time, and
such things as happen in their seasons. So
I sat there three days.

14
1 It came to pass upon the third day, I sat

under an oak, and, behold, a voice came
out of a bush near me, and said, “Esdras,
Esdras!”

2 I said, “Here I am, Lord,” and I stood up
onmy feet.

3 Then he said to me, “I revealed myself
in a bush and talked with Moses when my
people were in bondage in Egypt.

4 I sent him, and † he led my people out
of Egypt. I brought him up to Mount Sinai,
where I kept himwithme for many days.

5 I told him many wondrous things, and
showed him the secrets of the times and
the end of the seasons. I commanded him,
saying,

6 ‘You shall publish these openly, and
these you shall hide.’

7Now I say to you:
8 Lay up in your heart the signs that I

have shown, the dreams that you have
seen, and the interpretations which you
have heard;

9 for you will be taken away from men,
and fromnowonyouwill livewithmy Son
and with those who are like you, until the
times have ended.

10 For the world has lost its youth, and
the times begin to grow old.

§ 13:45 That is, another land. See Deuteronomy 29:28. † 13:52 So the Oriental versions. The Latin omits his.
† 14:4 Another reading is. I. ‡ 14:11 Verses 11, 12 are omitted in the Syriac. The Aethiopic has For the age is

divided into ten parts, and is come to the tenth: and half of the tenth remains. Now etc. § 14:11 Lat. and.
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11 ‡For the age is divided into twelve
parts, and ten parts of it are already gone,
§even the half of the tenth part.

12 There remain of it two parts after the
middle of the tenth part.

13Now therefore set yourhouse in order,
reprove your people, comfort the lowly
among them, † and instruct those of them
who are wise, and now renounce the life
that is corruptible,

14 and let go of the mortal thoughts, cast
away fromyou the burdens ofman, put off
now your weak nature,

15 lay aside the thoughts that are most
grievous to you, and hurry to escape from
these times.

16 For worse evils than those which you
have seen happenwill be done after this.

17 For look how much the world will be
weaker through age, so much that more
evilswill increase on thosewho dwell in it.

18 For the truth will withdraw itself fur-
ther off, and falsehood will be near. For
now ‡the eagle which you saw in vision
hurries to come.”

19 Then I answered and said, §“Let me
speak in your presence, O Lord.

20 Behold, I will go, as you have com-
manded me, and reprove the people who
now live, butwhowillwarn thosewhowill
be born afterward? For the world is set
in darkness, and those who dwell in it are
without light.

21 For your law has been burned, there-
fore no one knows the things that are done
by you, or the works that will be done.

22 But if I have found favor before you,
send the Holy Spirit to me, and I will write
all that has been done in the world since
the beginning, even the things that were
written in your law, that men may be able
to find the path, and that those whowould
live in the latter days may live.”

23 He answered me and said, “Go your
way, gather the people together, and tell
them not to seek you for forty days.

24But prepare for yourselfmany tablets,
and take with you Sarea, Dabria, Selemia,
Ethanus, and Asiel, these five, which are
ready to write swiftly;

25 and come here, and I will light a lamp
of understanding in your heart which will
not be put out until the things have ended
about which you will write.

26When you are done, some things you
shall publish openly, and some things you
shall deliver in secret to the wise. Tomor-
row at this hour you will begin to write.”

27Thenwent Iout, ashecommandedme,
and gathered all the people together, and
said,

28 “Hear these words, O Israel!
29Our fathers at the beginning were for-

eigners in Egypt, and they were delivered
from there,

30 and received the law of life, which
they didn’t keep, which you also have
transgressed after them.

31Then the land of Zionwas given to you
for a possession; but you yourselves and
your ancestors have done unrighteous-
ness, andhavenot kept thewayswhich the
Most High commanded you.

32Because he is a righteous judge, in due
time, he took from you what he had given
you.

33 Now you are here, and your kindred
are among you.

34 Therefore if you will rule over your
own understanding and instruct your
hearts, you will be kept alive, and after
death you will obtainmercy.

35 For after death the judgment will
come, when we will live again. Then the
names of the righteous will become mani-
fest, and the works of the ungodly will be
declared.

36Let no one therefore come to me now,
nor seekme for forty days.”

37 So I took the five men, as he com-
mandedme, andwewentout into thefield,
and remained there.

38 It came to pass on the next day that,
behold, a voice called me, saying, “Esdras,
open your mouth, and drink what I give
you to drink.”

39Then opened I mymouth, and behold,
a full cup was handed to me. It was full of
something like water, but its color was like
fire.

† 14:13 The Latin alone omits and...wise. ‡ 14:18 So the Oriental versions. § 14:19 The Latin omits I will speak.
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40 I took it, and drank. When I had drunk
it, my heart uttered understanding, and
wisdom grew in my chest, for my spirit
retained its memory.

41 My mouth was opened, and shut no
more.

42 The Most High gave understanding to
the fivemen, and theywrote by course the
things that were told them, in †characters
which they didn’t know, and they sat forty
days. Now they wrote in the day-time, and
at night they ate bread.

43 As for me, I spoke in the day, and by
night I didn’t hold my tongue.

44 So in forty days, ninety-four books
were written.

45 It came to pass, when the forty days
were fulfilled, that the Most High spoke to
me, saying, “The first books that you have
written, publish openly, and let theworthy
and unworthy read them;

46but keep the last seventy, that youmay
deliver them to those who are wise among
your people;

47 for in them is the spring of under-
standing, the fountain of wisdom, and the
stream of knowledge.”

48 I did so.

15
1 “Behold, speak in the ears ofmy people

the words of prophecy which I will put in
yourmouth,” says the Lord.

2 “Cause them to bewritten on paper, for
they are faithful and true.

3 Don’t be afraid of their plots against
you. Don’t let the unbelief of those who
speak against you trouble you.

4 For all the unbelievers will die in their
unbelief.

5 “Behold,” says the Lord, “I bring evils
on the whole earth: sword, famine, death,
and destruction.

6 For wickedness has prevailed over ev-
ery land, and their hurtful works have
reached their limit.

7Therefore,” says the Lord,
8 “I will holdmy peace nomore concern-

ing theirwickednesswhich they profanely
commit, neither will I tolerate them in
these things,which theywickedlypractice.

Behold, the innocent and righteous blood
cries to me, and the souls of the righteous
cry out continually.

9 I will surely avenge them,” says the
Lord, “and will receive to me all the inno-
cent blood from among them.

10Behold, my people is led like a flock to
the slaughter. I will not allow them now to
dwell in the land of Egypt,

11but Iwill bring themoutwith amighty
hand and with a high arm, and will strike
Egypt with plagues, as before, and will
destroy all its land.”

12 Let Egypt and its foundations mourn,
for the plague of the chastisement and the
punishment that God will bring upon it.

13 Let the farmers that till the ground
mourn, for their seeds will fail and their
treeswill be ruined through the blight and
hail, and a terrible tempest.

14Woe to theworld and thosewho dwell
in it!

15 For the sword and their destruction
draws near, and nationwill rise up against
nation to battle with weapons in their
hands.

16For there will be sedition amongmen,
and growing strong against one another.
In their might, they won’t respect their
king or the chief of their great ones.

17 For a man will desire to go into a city,
and will not be able.

18 For because of their pride the cities
will be troubled, the houses will be de-
stroyed, andmenwill be afraid.

19A man will have no pity on his neigh-
bors, but will assault their houses with the
sword and plunder their goods, because of
the lack of bread, and for great suffering.

20 “Behold,” says God, “I call together all
the kings of the earth to stir up those who
are from the rising of the sun, from the
south, from the east, and Libanus, to turn
themselves one against another, and repay
the things that they have done to them.

21 Just as they do yet this day to my cho-
sen, so I will do also, and repay into their
bosom.” The Lord God says:

22 “My right hand won’t spare the sin-
ners, andmy swordwon’t cease over those

† 14:42 So the Oriental versions.
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who shed innocent blood on the earth.
23Afire has gone out fromhiswrath and

has consumed the foundations of the earth
and the sinners, like burnt straw.

24Woe to those who sin and don’t keep
my commandments!” says the Lord.

25 “I will not spare them. Go your way,
you rebellious children! Don’t defile my
sanctuary!”

26For the Lord knows all thosewho tres-
pass against him, therefore he will deliver
them to death and destruction.

27 For now evils have come upon the
whole earth, and you will remain in them;
for God will not deliver you, because you
have sinned against him.

28 Behold, a horrible sight appearing
from the east!

29 The nations of the dragons of Arabia
will come out with many chariots. From
the day that they set out, their hissing is
carried over the earth, so that all those
who will hear them may also fear and
tremble.

30Also the Carmonians, raging in wrath,
will go out like thewild boars of the forest.
They will come with great power and join
battle with them, and will devastate a por-
tion of the land of the Assyrians with their
teeth.

31 Then the dragons will have the upper
hand, remembering their nature. If they
will turn themselves, conspiring together
in great power to persecute them,

32 then these will be troubled, and keep
silence through their power, and will turn
and flee.

33 From the land of the Assyrians, an
enemy in ambush will attack them and
destroy one of them. Upon their army
will be fear and trembling, and indecision
upon their kings.

34Behold, clouds from the east, and from
the north to the south! They are very
horrible to look at, full ofwrath and storm.

35 They will clash against one another.
They will pour out a heavy storm on the
earth, even their own storm. There will be
blood from the sword to the horse’s belly,

36 and to the thigh of man, and to the
camel’s hock.

37 There will be fearfulness and great
trembling upon earth. They who see that
wrath will be afraid, and trembling will
seize them.

38After this, great storms will be stirred
up from the south, from the north, and
another part from the west.

39 Strong winds will arise from the east,
andwill shut it up, even the cloudwhichhe
raised up inwrath; and the storm that was
to cause destruction by the east wind will
be violently driven toward the south and
west.

40Great andmighty clouds, full ofwrath,
will be lifted up with the storm, that they
may destroy all the earth and those who
dwell in it. They will pour out over every
high and lofty one a terrible storm,

41 fire, hail, flying swords, and many
waters, that all plains may be full, and all
rivers, with the abundance of those wa-
ters.

42 They will break down the cities and
walls, mountains and hills, trees of the
forest, andgrass of themeadows, and their
grain.

43Theywill goonsteadily toBabylonand
destroy her.

44 They will come to it and surround it.
Theywill pour out the storm and all wrath
on her. Then the dust and smokewill go up
to the sky, and all those who are around it
will mourn for it.

45 Those who remain will serve those
who have destroyed it.

46 You, Asia, who are partaker in the
beauty of Babylon, and in the glory of her
person—

47woe to you, you wretch, because you
have made yourself like her. You have
decked out your daughters for prostitu-
tion, that they might please and glory in
your lovers, which have always lusted af-
ter you!

48 You have followed her who is hateful
in all herworks and inventions. Therefore
God says,

49 “I will send evils on you: widowhood,
poverty, famine, sword, and pestilence, to
lay waste your houses and bring you to
destruction and death.
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50 The glory of your power will be dried
up like a flower when the heat rises that is
sent over you.

51 You will be weakened like a poor
woman who is beaten and wounded, so
that you won’t be able to receive your
mighty ones and your lovers.

52Would I have dealt with youwith such
jealousy,” says the Lord,

53 “if you had not always slain my cho-
sen, exalting and clapping of your hands,
andsayingover theirdead,whenyouwere
drunk?

54 “Beautify your face!
55 The reward of a prostitute will be in

your bosom, therefore you will be repaid.
56 Just as you will do to my chosen,” says

the Lord, “even so God will do to you, and
will deliver you to your adversaries.

57 Your children will die of hunger. You
will fall by the sword. Your cities will be
broken down, and all your people in the
field will perish by the sword.

58 Those who are in the mountains will
die of hunger, eat their own flesh, and
drink their own blood, because of hunger
for bread and thirst for water.

59 You, unhappy above all others, will
come andwill again receive evils.

60 In the passage, they will rush on the
hateful city and will destroy some portion
of your land, and mar part of your glory,
and will return again to Babylon that was
destroyed.

61Youwill be cast down by them as stub-
ble, and they will be to you as fire.

62Theywill devour you, your cities, your
land, and your mountains. They will burn
all your forests andyour fruitful treeswith
fire.

63 They will carry your children away
captive, andwill plunder yourwealth, and
mar the glory of your face.”

16
1Woe to you, Babylon, and Asia! Woe to

you, Egypt and Syria!
2Put on sackcloth and garments of goats’

hair, wail for your children and lament;
for your destruction is at hand.

3 A sword has been sent upon you, and
who is there to turn it back?

4Afire has been sent upon you, andwho
is there to quench it?

5Calamities are sent upon you, and who
is there to drive them away?

6Canonedrive awayahungry lion in the
forest? Can one quench a fire in stubble,
once it has begun to burn?

7Can one turn back an arrow that is shot
by a strong archer?

8The Lord God sends the calamities, and
whowill drive them away?

9 A fire will go out from his wrath, and
whomay quench it?

10 He will flash lightning, and who will
not fear? He will thunder, and who
wouldn’t tremble?

11 The Lord will threaten, and who will
not be utterly broken in pieces at his pres-
ence?

12 The earth and its foundations quake.
The sea rises upwithwaves from the deep,
and its waves will be troubled, along with
the fish in them, at the presence of the
Lord, and before the glory of his power.

13 For his right hand that bends the bow
is strong, his arrows that he shoots are
sharp, and will not miss when they begin
to be shot into the ends of the world.

14 Behold, the calamities are sent out,
and will not return again until they come
upon the earth.

15 The fire is kindled and will not be put
out until it consumes the foundations of
the earth.

16 Just as an arrow which is shot by a
mighty archer doesn’t return backward,
even so the calamities that are sent out
upon earth won’t return again.

17 Woe is me! Woe is me! Who will
deliver me in those days?

18The beginning of sorrows, when there
will be great mourning; the beginning of
famine, and many will perish; the begin-
ning of wars, and the powers will stand in
fear; the beginning of calamities, and all
will tremble! What will they do when the
calamities come?

19 Behold, famine and plague, suffering
and anguish! They are sent as scourges for
correction.
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20 But for all these things they will not
turn them from their wickedness, nor be
alwaysmindful of the scourges.

21Behold, food will be so cheap on earth
that they will think themselves to be in
good condition, and even then calamities
will grow on earth: sword, famine, and
great confusion.

22For many of those who dwell on earth
will perish of famine; and others who es-
cape the famine, the sword will destroy.

23Thedeadwill becastout likedung, and
there will be no one to comfort them; for
the earthwill be left desolate, and its cities
will be cast down.

24 There will be no farmer left to culti-
vate the earth or to sow it.

25 The trees will give fruit, but who will
gather it?

26 The grapes will ripen, but who will
tread them? For in all places there will be
a great solitude;

27 for onemanwill desire to see another,
or to hear his voice.

28 For of a city there will be ten left, and
two of the field, who have hidden them-
selves in the thick groves, and in the clefts
of the rocks.

29As in an orchard of olives upon every
tree there may be left three or four olives,

30 or as when a vineyard is gathered,
there are some clusters left by those who
diligently search through the vineyard,

31 even so in those days, there will be
three or four left by thosewho search their
houses with the sword.

32 The earth will be left desolate, and its
fields will be for briers, and its roads and
all her paths will grow thorns, because no
sheep will pass along them.

33 The virgins will mourn, having no
bridegrooms. The women will mourn,
having no husbands. Their daughters will
mourn, having no helpers.

34 Their bridegrooms will be destroyed
in thewars, and their husbandswill perish
of famine.

35 Hear now these things, and under-
stand them, you servants of the Lord.

36 Behold, the Lord’s word: receive it.
Don’t doubt the things about which the
Lord speaks.

37Behold, the calamities draw near, and
are not delayed.

38 Just as a woman with child in the
ninth month, when the hour of her deliv-
ery draws near, within two or three hours
greatpains surroundherwomb, andwhen
the child comes out from the womb, there
will be no waiting for amoment,

39 even so the calamities won’t delay
coming upon the earth. The world will
groan, and sorrows will seize it on every
side.

40 “Omy people, hear my word: prepare
for battle, and in those calamities be like
strangers on the earth.

41Hewho sells, let himbeashewhoflees
away, and he who buys, as one who will
lose.

42Let hewhodoes business be as hewho
has noprofit by it, andhewhobuilds, as he
whowon’t dwell in it,

43 and he who sows, as if he wouldn’t
reap, so also he who prunes the vines, as
he whowon’t gather the grapes,

44 those who marry, as those who will
have no children, and those who don’t
marry, as the widowed.

45Because of this, thosewho labor, labor
in vain;

46 for foreigners will reap their fruits,
plunder their goods, overthrow their
houses, and take their children captive, for
in captivity and famine they will conceive
their children.

47 Those who conduct business, do so
only tobeplundered. Themore theyadorn
their cities, their houses, their possessions,
and their own persons,

48 the more I will hate them for their
sins,” says the Lord.

49 Just as a respectable and virtuous
woman hates a prostitute,

50 so will righteousness hate iniquity,
when she adorns herself, and will accuse
her to her face, when he comes who will
defend him who diligently searches out
every sin on earth.

51 Therefore don’t be like her or her
works.

52 For yet a little while, and iniquity will
be taken away out of the earth, and righ-
teousness will reign over us.
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53Don’t let the sinner say that he has not
sinned; for God will burn coals of fire on
the head of onewho says “I haven’t sinned
before God and his glory.”

54 Behold, the Lord knows all the works
ofmen, their imaginations, their thoughts,
and their hearts.

55He said, “Let the earth be made,” and
it was made, “Let the sky be made,” and it
wasmade.

56 At his word, the stars were estab-
lished, and he knows the number of the
stars.

57Hesearches thedeepand its treasures.
He has measured the sea and what it con-
tains.

58He has shut the sea in the midst of the
waters, and with his word, he hung the
earth over the waters.

59He has spread out the sky like a vault.
He has founded it over the waters.

60 He has made springs of water in the
desert and pools on the tops of the moun-
tains to send out rivers from the heights to
water the earth.

61He formedman, and put a heart in the
midst of the body, and gave him breath,
life, and understanding,

62yes, the spirit ofGodAlmighty. Hewho
made all things and searches out hidden
things in hidden places,

63 surely he knows your imagination,
and what you think in your hearts. Woe to
those who sin, and try to hide their sin!

64 Because the Lord will exactly investi-
gate all your works, and hewill put you all
to shame.

65Whenyoursinsarebroughtoutbefore
men, you will be ashamed, and your own
iniquities will stand as your accusers in
that day.

66 What will you do? Or how will you
hide your sins before God and his angels?

67 Behold, God is the judge. Fear him!
Stop sinning, and forget your iniquities, to
never again commit them. Sowill God lead
youout, anddeliver you fromall suffering.

68 For, behold, the burning wrath of a
great multitude is kindled over you, and
they will take away some of you, and feed
you with that which is sacrificed to idols.

69 Those who consent to them will be
held in derision and in contempt, and be
trodden under foot.

70 For there will be in various places,
and in the next cities, a great insurrection
against those who fear the Lord.

71 They will be like mad men, sparing
none, but spoiling and destroying those
who still fear the Lord.

72For theywill destroyandplunder their
goods, and throw themout of their houses.

73Then the trial ofmy elect will bemade
known, even as the gold that is tried in the
fire.

74 Hear, my elect ones, says the Lord:
“Behold, the days of suffering are at hand,
and I will deliver you from them.

75 Don’t be afraid, and don’t doubt, for
God is your guide.

76Youwhokeepmycommandments and
precepts,” says the Lord God, “don’t let
your sins weigh you down, and don’t let
your iniquities lift themselves up.”

77 Woe to those who are choked with
their sins and covered with their iniqui-
ties, like a field is choked with bushes, and
its path covered with thorns, that no one
may travel through!

78 It is shut off and given up to be con-
sumed by fire.
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The Fourth Book of the
Maccabees

The Fourth Book of the Maccabees ap-
pears in an appendix to the Greek Septu-
agint. It is considered to be apocrypha
by most church traditions. It is pre-
served here for its supplementary histor-
ical value.

1 As I am going to demonstrate a most
philosophical proposition, namely, that re-
ligious reasoning is absolute master of the
emotions. I would willingly advise you to
give the utmost heed to philosophy.

2For reason isnecessary toeveryoneasa
step to science. Inaddition, it embraces the
praise of self-control, the highest virtue.

3 If, then, reasoning appears to hold the
mastery over the emotions which stand in
the way of temperance, such as gluttony
and lust,

4 it surely also andmanifestly rules over
the affections which are contrary to jus-
tice, such as malice, and of those which
are hindrances to courage, such as wrath,
pain, and fear.

5Perhaps somemayask, “How is it, then,
that reasoning, if it rules the emotions,
isn’t alsomaster of forgetfulness and igno-
rance?” They attempt a ridiculous argu-
ment.

6 For reasoning does not rule over its
own emotions, but over those that are con-
trary to justice, courage, temperance, and
self-control; and yet over these, so as to
withstand, without destroying them.

7 I might prove to you from many other
considerations, that religious reasoning is
sole master of the emotions;

8but Iwill prove itwith thegreatest force
from the fortitude of Eleazar, and seven
kindred, and their mother, who suffered
death in defense of virtue.

9 For all these, treating pains with con-
tempt even to death, by this contempt,
demonstrated that reasoning has com-
mand over the emotions.

10 For their virtues, then, it is right that I
shouldcommendthosemenwhodiedwith

their mother at this time on behalf of no-
bility and goodness; and for their honors, I
may count them blessed.

11For they, winning admiration not only
from men in general, but even from the
persecutors, for their courage and en-
durance, became themeansof thedestruc-
tion of the tyranny against their nation,
having conquered the tyrant by their en-
durance, so that by them their countrywas
purified.

12 But we may now at once enter upon
the question, having commenced, as is our
custom, with laying down the doctrine,
and so proceed to the account of these
people, giving glory to the all-wise God.

13 Therefore the question whether rea-
soning is absolute master of the emotions.

14Let’s determine, then, what reasoning
is and what emotion is, and how many
forms of emotion there are, and whether
reasoning rules over all of these.

15Reasoning is intellect accompanied by
a life of righteousness, putting foremost
the consideration of wisdom.

16Wisdom is a knowledge of divine and
human things, and of their causes.

17 This is contained in the education of
the law, bymeansofwhichwe learndivine
things reverently and human things prof-
itably.

18 The forms of wisdom are self-control,
justice, courage, and temperance.

19The leadingoneof these is self-control,
by whose means, indeed, it is that reason-
ing rules over the emotions.

20 Of the emotions, pleasure and pain
are the twomost comprehensive; and they
also by nature refer to the soul.

21 There are many attendant affections
surrounding pleasure and pain.

22Before pleasure is lust; and after plea-
sure, joy.

23 Before pain is fear; and after pain is
sorrow.

24Wrath is anaffection, common toplea-
sure and to pain, if any one will pay atten-
tion when it comes upon him.

25 There exists in pleasure a malicious
disposition, which is the most complex of
all the affections.
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26 In the soul, it is arrogance, love of
money, thirst for honor, contention, faith-
lessness, and the evil eye.

27 In the body, it is greediness, indiscrim-
inate eating, and solitary gluttony.

28 As pleasure and pain are, therefore,
two growths out of the body and the soul,
so there are many offshoots of these emo-
tions.

29 Reasoning, the universal farmer,
purging and pruning each of these, tying
up, watering, and transplanting, in every
way improves the materials of the morals
and affections.

30 For reasoning is the leader of the
virtues, but it is the sole ruler of the emo-
tions.
Observe then first, through the very

things which stand in the way of temper-
ance, that reasoning is absolute ruler of
the emotions.

31 Now temperance consists of a com-
mand over the lusts.

32Butof the lusts, somebelong to the soul
and others to the body. Reasoning appears
to rule over both.

33Otherwise, how is it that when urged
on to forbiddenmeats,wereject thegratifi-
cationwhichwould come fromthem? Isn’t
it because reasoning is able to command
the appetites? I believe so.

34 Hence it is, then, that when craving
seafood, birds, four-footed animals, and
all kinds of foodwhich are forbidden to us
by the law, wewithhold ourselves through
themastery of reasoning.

35 For the affections of our appetites are
resisted by the temperate understanding,
and bent back again, and all the impulses
of the body are reined in by reasoning.

2
1 Is it anywonder? If the lusts of the soul,

after participation with what is beautiful,
are frustrated,

2 on this ground, therefore, the temper-
ate Joseph is praised in that by reasoning,
he subdued, on reflection, the indulgence
of the senses.

3For, althoughyoung, andripe for sexual
intercourse, he nullified by reasoning the
stimulus of his emotions.

4 It isn’t merely the stimulus of sensual
indulgence, but that of every desire, that
reasoning is able to master.

5 For instance, the law says, “You shall
not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor any-
thing that belongs to your neighbor.”

6Now, then, since it is the lawwhich has
forbidden us to desire, I shall much the
more easily persuade you, that reasoning
is able to govern our lusts, just as it does
the affections which are impediments to
justice.

7 Since in what way is a solitary eater, a
glutton, and a drunkard reclaimed, unless
it is clear that reasoning is lord of the emo-
tions?

8 Therefore, a man who regulates his
course by the law, even if he is a lover of
money, immediately puts pressure on his
own disposition by lending to the needy
without interest, and cancelling the debt
on the seventh year.

9 If a man is greedy, he is ruled by the
law acting through reasoning, so that he
doesn’t glean his harvest crops or vintage.
In reference to other points we may per-
ceive that it is reasoning that conquers his
emotions.

10 For the law conquers even affection
toward parents, not surrendering virtue
on their account.

11 It prevails over love for one’s wife,
rebuking her when she breaks the law.

12 It lords it over the love of parents to-
ward their children, for they punish them
for vice. It domineers over the intimacy of
friends, reproving themwhenwicked.

13 Don’t think it is a strange assertion
that reasoning can on behalf of the law
conquer even enmity.

14 It doesn’t allow cutting down the fruit
trees of an enemy, but preserves them
from the destroyers, and collects their
fallen ruins.

15 Reason appears to be master of the
moreviolent emotions, like love of empire,
empty boasting, and slander.

16 For the temperate understanding re-
pels all these malignant emotions, as it
does wrath; for it masters even this.

17 Thus Moses, when angered against
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DathanandAbiram, didnothing to themin
wrath, but regulated his anger by reason-
ing.

18 For the temperate mind is able, as I
said, to be superior to the emotions, and to
correct some and destroy others.

19 For why else did our most wise father
Jacob blame Simeon and Levi for having
irrationally slain thewhole raceof the She-
chemites, saying, “Cursedbe their anger!”?

20 For if reasoning didn’t possess the
power of subduing angry affections, he
would not have said this.

21For at the timewhenGod createdman,
he implantedwithin himhis emotions and
moral nature.

22 At that time he enthroned the mind
above all as the holy leader, through the
medium of the senses.

23 He gave a law to this mind, by living
according to which it will maintain a tem-
perate, just, good, and courageous reign.

24How, then, amanmaysay, if reasoning
is master of the emotions, has it no control
over forgetfulness and ignorance?

3
1 The argument is exceedingly ridicu-

lous, for reasoning doesn’t appear to rule
over its own affections, but over those of
the body,

2 in such a way as that any one of you
may not be able to root out desire, but
reasoning will enable you to avoid being
enslaved to it.

3One may not be able to root out anger
from the soul, but it is possible to with-
stand anger.

4 Any one of you may not be able to
eradicate malice, but reasoning has force
to work with you to prevent you yielding
to malice.

5 For reasoning is not an eradicator, but
an antagonist of the emotions.

6 This may be more clearly compre-
hended from the thirst of King David.

7 For after David had been attacking the
Philistines the whole day, he with the sol-
diers of his nation killedmany of them;

8 thenwhenevening came, sweatingand
very weary, he came to the royal tent,

around which the entire army of our an-
cestors was encamped.

9Nowall the rest of themwereat supper;
10 but the king, being very much thirsty,

although he had numerous springs, could
not by their means quench his thirst;

11but a certain irrational longing for the
water in the enemy’s camp grew stronger
and fiercer upon him, undid and con-
sumed him.

12 Therefore his bodyguards being trou-
bled at this longing of the king, two valiant
young soldiers, respecting the desire of the
king, fully armed themselves, and taking
a pitcher, got over the ramparts of the
enemies.

13 Unperceived by the guardians of the
gate, they went throughout the whole
camp of the enemy in quest.

14 Having boldly discovered the foun-
tain, they filled out of it the drink for the
king.

15 But he, though parched with thirst,
reasoned that a drink regarded of equal
value to blood would be terribly danger-
ous to his soul.

16Therefore, setting up reasoning in op-
position to his desire, he poured out the
drink to God.

17 For the temperate mind has power to
conquer the pressure of the emotions, to
quench the fires of excitement,

18 and to wrestle down the pains of the
body, however excessive, and through the
excellency of reasoning, to spurn all the
assaults of the emotions.

19 But the occasion now invites us to
give an illustrationof temperate reasoning
from history.

20For at a timewhen our fatherswere in
possession of undisturbed peace through
obedience to the lawandwereprosperous,
so that Seleucus Nicanor, the king of Asia,
both assigned them money for divine ser-
vice, and accepted their form of govern-
ment,

21 then certain people, bringing in new
things contrary to the public harmony, in
various ways fell into calamities.

4
1 For a certain man named Simon, who
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was in opposition to an honorable and
good man who once held the high priest-
hood for life, named Onias. After slander-
ing Onias in every way, Simon couldn’t in-
jure himwith the people, so he went away
as an exile, with the intention of betraying
his country.

2 When coming to Apollonius, the mili-
tary governor of Syria, Phoenicia, and Cili-
cia, he said,

3 “Having good will to the king’s affairs,
I have come to inform you that tens of
thousands in private wealth is laid up in
the treasuries of Jerusalem which do not
belong to the temple, but belong to King
Seleucus.”

4 Apollonius, acquainting himself with
the particulars of this, praised Simon for
his care of the king’s interests, and going
up to Seleucus informed him of the trea-
sure.

5Getting authority about it, and quickly
advancing into our country with the ac-
cursed Simon and a very heavy force,

6 he said that he came with the com-
mands of the king that he should take the
private money of the treasury.

7 The nation, indignant at this procla-
mation, and replying to the effect that it
was extremely unfair that those who had
committed deposits to the sacred treasury
should be deprived of them, resisted as
well as they could.

8ButAppoloniuswentawaywith threats
into the temple.

9 The priests, with the women and chil-
dren, asked God to throw his shield over
the holy, despised place,

10and Appolonius was going upwith his
armed force to seize the treasure, when
angels from heaven appeared riding on
horseback, all radiant in armor, filling
themwithmuch fear and trembling.

11Apollonius fell half dead on the court
which is open to all nations, and extended
his hands to heaven, and implored the
Hebrews, with tears, to pray for him, and
take away thewrath of the heavenly army.

12For he said that he had sinned, so as to
be consequently worthy of death, and that
if he were saved, he would proclaim to all

people the blessedness of the holy place.
13Onias thehighpriest, inducedby these

words, although for other reasons anxious
that King Seleucus wouldn’t suppose that
Apolloniuswas slain byhumandevice and
not byDivine punishment, prayed for him;

14andhebeing thusunexpectedly saved,
departed to report to the king what had
happened to him.

15But on the death of Seleucus the king,
his son Antiochus Epiphanes succeeded to
the kingdom—a terrible man of arrogant
pride.

16 He, having deposed Onias from the
high priesthood, appointed his brother Ja-
son to be high priest,

17whohadmade a covenant, if hewould
give him this authority, to pay yearly three
thousand six hundred and sixty talents.

18He committed to him the high priest-
hood and rulership over the nation.

19He both changed the manner of living
of the people, and perverted their civil
customs into all lawlessness.

20 So that he not only erected a gymna-
siumon thevery citadel of our country, but
neglected the guardianship of the temple.

21Because of that, Divine vengeancewas
grieved and instigated Antiochus himself
against them.

22 For being at war with Ptolemy in
Egypt, he heard that on a report of his
death being spread abroad, the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem had exceedingly re-
joiced, and he quickly marched against
them.

23Having subdued them, he established
adecree that if anyof them livedaccording
to the ancestral laws, he should die.

24 When he could by no means destroy
by his decrees the obedience to the law
of the nation, but saw all his threats and
punishments without effect,

25 for even women, because they con-
tinued to circumcise their children, were
flung down a precipice along with them,
knowing beforehand of the punishment.

26When, therefore, his decreeswere dis-
regarded by the people, he himself com-
pelled by means of tortures every one of
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this race, by tasting forbidden meats, to
renounce the Jewish religion.

5
1The tyrant Antiochus, therefore, sitting

in public state with his assessors upon a
certain lofty place, with his armed troops
standing in a circle around him,

2 commanded his spearbearers to seize
every one of the Hebrews, and to compel
them to taste swine’s flesh and things of-
fered to idols.

3 Should any of them be unwilling to eat
theaccursed food, theywere tobe tortured
on the wheel and so killed.

4 When many had been seized, a fore-
most man of the assembly, a Hebrew, by
nameEleazar, a priest by family, by profes-
sion a lawyer, and advanced in years, and
for this reasonknown tomanyof theking’s
followers, was brought near to him.

5Antiochus, seeing him, said,
6 “I would counsel you, old man, before

your tortures begin, to taste the swine’s
flesh, and save your life; for I feel respect
for your age and hoary head, which since
you have had so long, you appear to me to
be no philosopher in retaining the super-
stition of the Jews.

7 For therefore, since nature has con-
ferred upon you themost excellent flesh of
this animal, do you loathe it?

8 It seems senseless not to enjoy what
is pleasant, yet not disgraceful; and from
notions of sinfulness, to reject the gifts of
nature.

9 You will be acting, I think, still more
senselessly, if you follow vain conceits
about the truth.

10Youwill, moreover, be despisingme to
your own punishment.

11 Won’t you awake from your trifling
philosophy, give up the folly of your no-
tions, and regaining understanding wor-
thy of your age, search into the truth of an
expedient course?

12Won’t you respect my kindly admoni-
tion and have pity on your own years?

13 For bear in mind that if there is any
power which watches over this religion

of yours, it will pardon you for all trans-
gressions of the law which you commit
through compulsion.”

14 While the tyrant incited him in this
manner to the unlawful eating of meat,
Eleazar begged permission to speak.

15Having received permission to speak,
he began to address the people as follows:

16 “We, O Antiochus, who are persuaded
that we live under a divine law, consider
no compulsion to be so forcible as obedi-
ence to that law.

17 Therefore we consider that we ought
not to transgress the law in any way.

18 Indeed, were our law (as you suppose)
not truly divine, and if we wrongly think
it divine, we would have no right even in
that case to destroy our sense of religion.

19Don’t think that eatinguncleanmeat is
a trifling offense.

20 For transgression of the law, whether
in small or greatmatters, is of equal impor-
tance;

21 for in either case the law is equally
slighted.

22 But you deride our philosophy, as
though we lived in it irrationally.

23 Yet it instructs us in self-control, so
that we are superior to all pleasures and
lusts; and it trains us in courage, so thatwe
cheerfully undergo every grievance.

24 It instructs us in justice, so that in all
ourdealingswegivewhat isdue. It teaches
us piety, so that we properly worship the
one and only God.

25 That is why we don’t eat the unclean;
for believing that the law was established
by God, we are convinced that the Creator
of the world, in giving his laws, sympa-
thizes with our nature.

26 Those things which are suitable for
our souls, he has directed us to eat; but
those which are not, he has forbidden.

27 But, tyrant-like, you not only force us
to break the law, but also to eat, that you
may ridicule us as we thus profanely eat.

28But youwon’t have this causeof laugh-
ter against me,

29 nor will I transgress the sacred oaths
of my forefathers to keep the law.
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30No, not if you pluck out my eyes, and
consumemy entrails.

31 I am not so old, and void of courage as
to not be youthful in reason and in defense
of my religion.

32 Now then, prepare your wheels, and
kindle a fiercer flame.

33 I will not so pity my old age, as on my
account to break the law of my country.

34 I will not play false to you, O law, my
instructor, or forsake you, O beloved self-
control!

35 I will not put you to shame, O philoso-
pher Reason, or deny you, O honored
priesthood and knowledge of the law.

36 Mouth! You shall not pollute my old
age, nor the full stature of a perfect life.

37My ancestors will receive me as pure,
not having feared your compulsion, even
to death.

38 For you will rule like a tyrant over
the ungodly, but you will not lord it over
my thoughts about religion, either by your
arguments, or through deeds.”

6
1When Eleazar had in this manner an-

swered the exhortations of the tyrant, the
spearbearers cameup, andrudelydragged
Eleazar to the instruments of torture.

2 First, they stripped the old man,
adornedashewaswith thebeauty of piety.

3 Then tying back his arms and hands,
they disdainfully flogged him.

4 A herald opposite cried out, “Obey the
commands of the king!”

5 But the high-minded and truly noble
Eleazar, as one tortured in a dream, ig-
nored it.

6But raising his eyes on high to heaven,
the old man’s flesh was stripped off by the
scourges, and his blood streamed down,
and his sides were pierced through.

7 Falling on the ground from his body
having no power to endure the pains, he
still kept his reasoning upright and un-
bending.

8 Then one of the harsh spearbearers
rushed at him and began to kick him in the
side to force him to get up again after he
fell.

9But he endured the pains, despised the
cruelty, and persevered through the indig-
nities.

10 Like a noble athlete, the old man,
when struck, vanquished his torturers.

11His face sweating, and he panting for
breath, hewas admired evenby the tortur-
ers for his courage.

12 Therefore, partly in pity for his old
age,

13 partly from the sympathy of acquain-
tance, and partly in admiration of his en-
durance, someof theattendantsof theking
said,

14 “Why do you unreasonably destroy
yourself, O Eleazar, with these miseries?

15We will bring you some meat cooked
by yourself, and you can save yourself by
pretending that you have eaten swine’s
flesh.”

16 Eleazar, as though the advice more
painfully tortured him, cried out,

17 “Let us who are children of Abraham
not be so evil advised as by giving way to
make use of an unbecoming pretense.

18 For it would be irrational, if having
lived up to old age in all truth, and having
scrupulously guarded our character for it,
we would now turn back

19 and ourselves become a pattern of
impiety to the young, as being an example
of eating pollution.

20 It would be disgraceful if we would
live on some short time, and that scorned
by all men for cowardice,

21 and be condemned by the tyrant for
cowardice by not contending to the death
for our divine law.

22 Therefore you, O children of Abra-
ham, die nobly for your religion.

23You spearbearers of the tyrant,whydo
you linger?”

24Beholdinghimsohigh-mindedagainst
misery, and not changing at their pity, they
led him to the fire.

25 Then with their wickedly contrived
instruments they burned him on the fire,
and poured stinking fluids down into his
nostrils.

26Hebeing at length burned down to the
bones, and about to expire, raised his eyes
Godward, and said,



4Maccabees 6:27 1225 4Maccabees 7:20

27 “You know, O God, that when I might
have been saved, I am slain for the sake of
the law by tortures of fire.

28 Be merciful to your people, and be
satisfied with the punishment of me on
their account.

29 Let my blood be a purification for
them, and take my life in exchange for
theirs.”

30Thus speaking, theholymandeparted,
noble in his torments, and even to the
agonies of death resisted in his reasoning
for the sake of the law.

31 Confessedly, therefore, religious rea-
soning is master of the emotions.

32 For had the emotions been superior
to reasoning, I would have given them the
witness of this mastery.

33 But now, since reasoning conquered
the emotions, we befittingly award it the
authority of first place.

34 It is only fair thatwe should allow that
the power belongs to reasoning, since it
masters external miseries.

35 It would be ridiculous if it weren’t
so. I prove that reasoning has not only
mastered pains, but that it is also superior
to the pleasures, and withstands them.

7
1 The reasoning of our father Eleazar,

like a first-rate pilot, steering the vessel of
piety in the sea of emotions,

2and flouted by the threats of the tyrant,
and overwhelmed with the breakers of
torture,

3 in no way shifted the rudder of piety
until it sailed into the harbor of victory
over death.

4 No besieged city has ever held out
against many and various war machines
as that holy man did when his pious
soul was tried with the fiery trial of tor-
tures and rackings and moved his be-
siegers through the religious reasoning
that shielded him.

5 For father Eleazar, projecting his dis-
position, broke the raging waves of the
emotions as with a jutting cliff.

6 O priest worthy of the priesthood!
You didn’t pollute your sacred teeth, nor

makeyour appetite,whichhadalways em-
braced the clean and lawful, a partaker of
profanity.

7 O harmonizer with the law, and sage
devoted to a divine life!

8 Of such a character ought those to be
who perform the duties of the law at the
risk of their own blood, and defend it
with generous sweat by sufferings even to
death.

9You, father, have gloriously established
our right government by your endurance;
and making of much account our past
service, prevented its destruction, and by
your deeds, havemade credible the words
of philosophy.

10 O aged man of more power than tor-
tures, eldermore vigorous than fire, great-
est king over the emotions, Eleazar!

11 For as father Aaron, armed with a
censer, hastening through the consuming
fire, vanquished the flame-bearing angel,

12 so, Eleazar, the descendant of Aaron,
wasted away by the fire, didn’t give up his
reasoning.

13What ismostwonderful is that though
he was an old man, though the labors of
his bodywerenowspent, hismuscleswere
relaxed, and his sinews worn out, he re-
covered youth.

14 By the spirit of reasoning, and the
reasoning of Isaac, he rendered powerless
themany-headed rack.

15O blessed old age, and reverend hoar
head, and life obedient to the law, which
the faithful seal of death perfected.

16 If, then, an old man, through religion,
despised tortures even to death, then cer-
tainly religious reasoning is ruler of the
emotions.

17 But perhaps some might say, “It is
not all who conquer emotions, as not all
possess wise reasoning.”

18 But those who have meditated upon
religion with their whole heart, these
alone canmaster the emotions of the flesh:

19 they who believe that to God they
don’t die; for, as our forefathers, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, they live to God.

20 This circumstance, then, is by no
means an objection, that some who have



4Maccabees 7:21 1226 4Maccabees 7:20

weak reasoning are governed by their
emotions,

21sincewhatperson,walking religiously
by the whole rule of philosophy, and be-
lieving in God,

22 and knowing that it is a blessed thing
to endure all kinds of hardships for virtue,
would not, for the sake of religion, master
his emotion?

23 For only the wise and brave man is
lord over his emotions.

24This iswhyevenboys, trainedwith the
philosophy of religious reasoning, have
conquered still more bitter tortures;

25 for when the tyrant was manifestly
vanquished in his first attempt, in being
unable to force the old man to eat the
unclean thing,

8
1 then, indeed, vehemently swayed with

emotion, he commanded to bring others of
the adultHebrews, and if theywould eat of
theunclean thing, to let themgowhen they
had eaten; but if they objected, to torment
themmore grievously.

2 The tyrant having given this charge,
seven kindred were brought into his pres-
ence, along with their aged mother. They
were handsome, modest, well-born, and
altogether comely.

3 When the tyrant saw them encircling
their mother as in a dance, he was pleased
with them. Being struckwith their becom-
ing and innocent manner, smiled at them,
and calling them near, said,

4 “O youths, with favorable feelings, I
admire the beauty of each of you. Greatly
honouring sonumerousabandofkindred,
I not only counsel you not to share the
madness of the old man who has been
tortured before,

5 but I beg you to yield, and to enjoy my
friendship; for I possess the power, not
only of punishing those who disobey my
commands, but of doing good to thosewho
obey them.

6 Put confidence in me, then, and you
will receive places of authority in my gov-
ernment, if you forsake your national way
of life,

7 and, conforming to the Greek way of
life, alter your rule and revel in youth’s
delights.

8For if youprovokemebyyourdisobedi-
ence, you will compel me to destroy every
one of you with terrible punishments by
tortures.

9 Have mercy, then, upon your own
selves, whom I, although an enemy, am
compassionate for your age and attractive
appearance.

10 Won’t you consider this: that if you
disobey, there will be nothing left for you
but to die in torture?”

11When he had said this, he ordered the
instruments of torture to be brought for-
ward, that fearmight prevail upon them to
eat uncleanmeat.

12When the spearman brought forward
thewheels, the racks, the hooks, racks, cal-
drons, pans, finger-racks, iron hands and
wedges, andbellows, the tyrant continued:

13 “Fear, young men, and the righteous-
ness which you worship will be merciful
to you if you transgressbecauseof compul-
sion.”

14 Now they having listened to these
words of persuasion, and seeing the fear-
ful instruments, not only were not afraid,
but even answered the arguments of the
tyrant, and through their good reasoning
destroyed his power.

15Now let’s consider thematter. Hadany
of them been weak-spirited and cowardly
among them, what reasoning would they
have employed but these?

16 “O wretched that we are, and exceed-
ingly senseless! When the king exhorts us,
and calls us to his bounty, should we not
obey him?

17Why do we cheer ourselves with vain
counsels, and venture upon a disobedi-
ence bringing death?

18 Shall we not fear, O kindred, the in-
struments of torture andweigh the threat-
enings of torment and shun this vain-glory
and destructive pride?

19 Let’s have compassion upon our age
and relent over the years of our mother.

20 Let’s bear in mind that we will be
dying as rebels.
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21Divine Justicewill pardonus ifwe fear
the king through necessity.

22Whywithdraw ourselves from amost
sweet life, and deprive ourselves of this
pleasant world?

23 Let’s not oppose necessity, nor seek
vain-glory by our own torture.

24The law itself wouldn’t arbitrarily put
us to death because we dread torture.

25 Why has such angry zeal taken root
in us, and such fatal obstinacy approved
itself tous,whenwemight liveunmolested
by the king?”

26But the young men didn’t say or think
anything of this kind when about to be
tortured.

27For theywerewell aware of the suffer-
ings, andmasters of the pains.

28-29 So that as soon as the tyrant had
ceased counselling them to eat the un-
clean, they all with one voice, as from the
same heart said,

9
1 “Why do you delay, O tyrant? For we

are more ready to die than to transgress
the injunctions of our fathers.

2We would be disgracing our fathers if
we didn’t obey the law, and take knowl-
edge for our guide.

3O tyrant, counselor of law-breaking, do
not, hating us as you do, pity us more than
we pity ourselves.

4 For we consider your escape to be
worse than death.

5 You try to scare us by threatening us
with death by tortures, as though you had
learned nothing by the death of Eleazar.

6 But if aged men of the Hebrews have
died in the cause of religion after enduring
torture, more rightly should we younger
men die, scorning your cruel tortures,
which our aged instructor overcame.

7Make the attempt, then, O tyrant. If you
put us to death for our religion, don’t think
that you harm us by torturing us.

8 For we through this ill-treatment and
endurance will gain the rewards of virtue.

9 But you, for the wicked and despotic
slaughter of us, will, from the Divine
vengeance, endureeternal torturebyfire.”

10 When they had said this, the tyrant
was not only exasperated against them for
being disobedient, but enraged with them
for being ungrateful.

11 So, at his bidding, the torturers
brought the oldest of them, and tearing
through his tunic, bound his hands and
arms on each side with straps.

12When they had labored hard without
effect in scourging him, they hurled him
on the wheel.

13 The noble youth, extended upon this,
became dislocated.

14With every member disjointed, he de-
nounced the tyrant, saying,

15“Omost accursed tyrant, andenemyof
heavenly justice, and cruel-hearted, I am
nomurderer, nor sacrilegiousman, whom
you torture, but a defender of the Divine
law.”

16 And when the spearmen said, “Con-
sent to eat, that you may be released from
your tortures,”

17 he answered, “Not so powerful, O ac-
cursed lackeys, is your wheel, as to stifle
my reasoning. Cut my limbs, and burn my
flesh, and twist my joints.

18 For through all my torments I will
convince you that the children of the He-
brews are alone unconquered on behalf of
virtue.”

19While he was saying this, they heaped
up fuel, and setting fire to it, strained him
on the wheel still more.

20 The wheel was defiled all over with
blood. Thehotasheswerequenchedby the
droppings of gore, and pieces of fleshwere
scattered about the axles of themachine.

21Although the framework of his bones
was now destroyed, the high-minded and
Abrahamic youth didn’t groan.

22But, as though transformedbyfire into
immortality, he nobly endured the rack-
ings, saying,

23 “Imitate me, O kindred. Never desert
your station, nor renounce my brother-
hood in courage. Fight the holy and hon-
orable fight of religion,

24by whichmeans our just and paternal
Providence, becoming merciful to the na-
tion, will punish the pestilent tyrant.”
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25 Saying this, the revered youth
abruptly closed his life.

26 When all admired his courageous
soul, the spearmen brought forward him
who was second oldest, and having put
on iron gauntlets with sharp hooks, bound
him to the rack.

27 When, on enquiring whether he
would eat before he was tortured, they
heard his noble sentiment.

28After they with the iron gauntlets had
violently dragged all the flesh from the
neck to the chin, the panther-like animals
tore off the very skin of his head, but he,
bearing with firmness this misery, said,

29 “How sweet is every form of death for
the religion of our fathers!” Then he said
to the tyrant,

30 “Don’t you think, most cruel of all
tyrants, that you are now tortured more
than I, finding your arrogant conceptionof
tyrannyconqueredbyourperseverance in
behalf of our religion?

31 For I lighten my suffering by the plea-
sures which are connected with virtue.

32 But you are tortured with threaten-
ings for impiety. You won’t escape, most
corrupt tyrant, the vengeance of Divine
wrath.”

10
1 Now this one endured this praisewor-

thy death. The third was brought along,
and exhortedbymany to taste and savehis
life.

2 But he cried out and said, “Don’t you
know that the father of thosewhoare dead
ismy fatheralso, and that the samemother
bore me, and that I was brought up in the
sameway?

3 I don’t renounce the noble relationship
of my kindred.

4 Now then, whatever instrument of
vengeance you have, apply it to my body,
for you aren’t able to touch my soul, even
if you want to.”

5 But they, highly incensed at his bold-
ness of speech, dislocated his hands and
feet with racking engines, and wrench-
ing them from their sockets, dismembered
him.

6 They dragged around his fingers, his
arms, his legs, and his ankles.

7Notbeingablebyanymeans to strangle
him, they tore off his skin, together with
the extreme tips of his fingers, and then
dragged him to the wheel,

8aroundwhich his vertebral joints were
loosened, and he saw his own flesh torn to
shreds, and streams of blood flowing from
his entrails.

9When about to die, he said,
10 “We, O accursed tyrant, suffer this for

the sake of Divine education and virtue.
11 But you, for your impiety and blood

shedding, will endure unceasing tor-
ments.”

12 Thus having died worthily of his kin-
dred, they dragged forward the fourth,
saying,

13 “Don’t share the madness of your kin-
dred, but respect the king and save your-
self.”

14 But he said to them, “You don’t have
a fire so scorching as to make me play the
coward.

15 By the blessed death of my kindred,
and the eternal punishment of the tyrant,
and the glorious life of the pious, I will not
repudiate the noble brotherhood.

16 Invent, O tyrant, tortures, that you
may learn, even through them, that I am
the brother of those tormented before.”

17 When he had said this, the blood-
thirsty, murderous, and unholy Antiochus
ordered his tongue to be cut out.

18But he said, “Even if you take away the
organ of speech, God still hears the silent.

19 Behold, my tongue is extended, cut it
off; for in spiteof thatyouwon’t silenceour
reasoning.

20We gladly lose our limbs on behalf of
God.

21 But God will speedily find you, since
you cut off the tongue, the instrument of
divinemelody.”

11
1 When he had died, disfigured in his

torments, the fifth leaped forward, and
said,
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2 “I don’t intend, O tyrant, to get excused
from the torment which is on behalf of
virtue.

3 But I have come of my own accord,
that by my death you may owe heav-
enly vengeance and punishment for more
crimes.

4O you hater of virtue and of men, what
have we done that you thus revel in our
blood?

5Does it seemevil toyou thatweworship
the Founder of all things, and live accord-
ing to his surpassing law?

6 But this is worthy of honors, not tor-
ments,

7 if you had been capable of the higher
feelings of men, and possessed the hope of
salvation from God.

8Behold now, being alien from God, you
make war against those who are religious
toward God.”

9As he said this, the spearbearers bound
him and drew him to the rack,

10 to which binding him at his knees,
and fastening them with iron fetters, they
bent down his loins upon the wedge of the
wheel; and his body was then dismem-
bered, scorpion-fashion.

11With his breath thus confined, and his
body strangled, he said,

12 “A great favor you bestow upon us,
O tyrant, by enabling us to manifest our
adherence to the law by means of nobler
sufferings.”

13 He also being dead, the sixth, quite
a youth, was brought out. On the tyrant
asking him whether he would eat and be
delivered, he said,

14 “I am indeed younger than my broth-
ers, but in understanding I am as old;

15 forhavingbeenbornandreared to the
same end. We are bound to die also on
behalf of the same cause.

16 So that if you think it is proper to
torment us fornot eating theunclean, then
torment!”

17Ashe said this, theybrought him to the
wheel.

18Extendedupon this, with limbs racked
and dislocated, he was gradually roasted
from beneath.

19 Having heated sharp spits, they ap-
proached them to his back; and having

transfixed his sides, they burned away his
entrails.

20 He, while tormented, said, “O good
and holy contest, in which for the sake
of religion, we kindred have been called
to the arena of pain, and have not been
conquered.

21For religious understanding, O tyrant,
is unconquered.

22Armed with upright virtue, I also will
depart withmy kindred.

23 I, too, bearingwithmeagreat avenger,
O inventor of tortures, and enemy of the
truly pious.

24 We six youths have destroyed your
tyranny.

25For isn’t your inability to overrule our
reasoning, and to compel us to eat the
unclean, your destruction?

26 Your fire is cold to us. Your racks are
painless, and your violence harmless.

27 For the guards not of a tyrant but of
a divine law are our defenders. Through
thiswe keep our reasoning unconquered.”

12
1When he, too, had undergone blessed

martyrdom, and died in the cauldron into
which he had been thrown, the seventh,
the youngest of all, came forward,

2 whom the tyrant pitying, though he
had been dreadfully reproached by his
kindred,

3 seeing him already encompassed with
chains, had him brought nearer, and en-
deavored to counsel him, saying,

4 “You see the end of the madness of
your kindred, for they have died in tor-
ture through disobedience. You, if disobe-
dient, having been miserably tormented,
will yourself perish prematurely.

5 But if you obey, you will be my friend,
and have a charge over the affairs of the
kingdom.”

6Having thus exhorted him, he sent for
the boy’s mother, that, by showing com-
passion to her for the loss of somany sons,
he might incline her, through the hope of
safety, to make the survivor obedient.
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7He, after his mother had urged him on
in the Hebrew tongue, (as we will soon
relate) said,

8“Releaseme that Imayspeak to theking
and all his friends.”

9 They, rejoicing exceedingly at the
promise of the youth, quickly let him go.

10He, running up to the pans, said,
11 “Impious tyrant, and most blasphe-

mousman, were you not ashamed, having
received prosperity and a kingdom from
God, to kill His servants, and to rack the
doers of godliness?

12 Therefore the divine vengeance is re-
serving you for eternal fire and torments,
which will cling to you for all time.

13Weren’t you ashamed,manas youare,
yet most savage, to cut out the tongues of
men of like feeling and origin, and having
thus abused to torture them?

14 But they, bravely dying, fulfilled their
religion toward God.

15 But you will groan as you deserve for
having slain without cause the champions
of virtue.

16 Therefore,” he continued, “I myself,
being about to die,

17will not forsakemy kindred.
18 I call upon the God of my fathers to be

merciful to my race.
19 But you, both living and dead, he will

punish.”
20Thushavingprayed, hehurledhimself

into the pans; and so expired.

13
1 If then, the seven kindred despised

troubles even to death, it is admitted on all
sides that righteous reasoning is absolute
master over the emotions.

2 For just as if they had eaten of the
unholyas slaves to theemotions,wewould
have said that theyhadbeen conqueredby
them.

3 Now it is not so. But by means of the
reasoning which is praised by God, they
mastered their emotions.

4 It is impossible to overlook the leader-
ship of reflection, for it gained the victory
over both emotions and troubles.

5 How, then, can we avoid according to
these men mastery of emotion through

right reasoning, since they didn’t with-
draw from the pains of fire?

6 For just as by means of towers pro-
jecting in front of harbors men break the
threatening waves, and thus assure a still
course to vessels entering port,

7 so that seven-towered right-reasoning
of the young men, securing the harbour
of religion, conquered the tempest of emo-
tions.

8 For having arranged a holy choir of
piety, they encouraged one another, say-
ing,

9 “Brothers,maywedie brotherly for the
law. Let us imitate the three youngmen in
Assyriawhodespised the equally afflicting
furnace.

10Let’s not be cowards in the manifesta-
tion of piety.”

11 One said, “Courage, brother!” and
another, “Nobly endure!”

12 Another said, “Remember of what
stock you are;” and by the hand of our
father Isaac endured to be slain for the
sake of piety.

13 One and all, looking at each other
serene and confident, said, “Let’s sacrifice
with all our heart our souls to God who
gave them, and employ our bodies for the
keeping of the law.

14Let’s not fear himwho thinks he kills;
15 for great is the trial of soul and danger

of eternal torment laid up for those who
transgress the commandment of God.

16 Let’s arm ourselves, therefore, in the
self-control, which is divine reasoning.

17 If we suffer like this, Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob will receive us, and all the fa-
thers will commend us.

18As each one of the kindredwas hauled
away, the rest exclaimed, “Don’t disgrace
us, O brother, nor falsify those who died
before you!”

19Nowyouarenot ignorant of the charm
of brotherhood, which the Divine and all
wise Providence has imparted through
fathers to children, and has engendered
through themother’s womb.

20 In which these brothers having re-
mained an equal time, and having been
formed for the same period, and been in-
creased by the same blood, and having
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beenperfected through the sameprinciple
of life,

21 and having been brought forth at
equal intervals, and having sucked milk
from the same springs, hence their broth-
erly souls are reared up lovingly together,

22 and increase the more powerfully by
reason of this simultaneous rearing, and
by daily companionship, and by other ed-
ucation, and exercise in the law of God.

23Brotherly love being thus sympatheti-
cally constituted, the seven kindred had a
more sympathetic mutual harmony.

24 For being educated in the same law,
and practicing the same virtues, and
reared up in a just course of life, they
increased this harmonywith each other.

25 For the same ardor for what is right
and honorable increased their goodwill
and harmony toward each other.

26For it acting alongwith religion, made
their brotherly feeling more desirable to
them.

27And yet, although nature, companion-
ship, and virtuous morals increased their
brotherly love, those who were left en-
dured to see their kindred, who were mis-
treated for their religion, tortured even to
death.

14
1 More that this, they even urged them

on to this mistreatment; so that they not
only despised pains themselves, but they
even got the better of their affections of
brotherly love.

2 Reasoning is more royal than a king,
and freer than freemen!

3What a sacredandharmonious concert
of the seven kindred as concerning piety!

4None of the seven youths turned cow-
ardly or shrank back from death.

5 But all of them, as though running the
road to immortality, hastened on to death
through tortures.

6 For just as hands and feet are moved
sympathetically with the directions of the
soul, so those holy youths agreed to death
for religion’s sake, as through the immor-
tal soul of religion.

7 O holy seven of harmonious kindred!
For as the seven days of creation, about
religion,

8 so the youths, circling around the num-
ber seven, annulled the fear of torments.

9 We now shudder at the recital of the
affliction of those youngmen; but they not
only saw, and not only heard the immedi-
ate executionof the threat, but undergoing
it, persevered; and that through the pains
of fire.

10 What could be more painful? For
the power of fire, being sharp and quick,
speedily dissolved their bodies.

11 Don’t think it wonderful that reason-
ing ruled over those men in their tor-
ments, when even a woman’s mind de-
spisedmoremanifold pains.

12 For the mother of those seven youths
endured the rackings of each of her chil-
dren.

13 Consider how comprehensive is the
loveofoffspring,whichdrawseveryone to
sympathy of affection,

14 where irrational animals possess a
similar sympathy and love for their off-
spring withmen.

15 The tame birds frequenting the roofs
of our houses defend their fledglings.

16 Others build their nests, and hatch
their young, on the tops of mountains and
in the precipices of valleys, and the holes
and tops of trees, and keep away the in-
truder.

17 If not able to do this, they fly circling
round them in agony of affection, calling
out in their own note, and save their off-
spring in whatever manner they are able.

18 But why should we point attention to
the sympathy toward children shown by
irrational animals?

19 Even bees, at the season of honey-
making, attack all who approach, and
pierce with their sting, as with a sword,
those who draw near their hive, and repel
them even to death.

20But sympathywith her children didn’t
turn away the mother of the young men,
whohad a spirit kindredwith that of Abra-
ham.
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15
1 O reasoning of the sons, lord over the

emotions, and religionmore desirable to a
mother than children!

2 The mother, when two things were set
before her, religion and the safety of her
seven sons for a time, on the conditional
promise of a tyrant,

3 rather elected the religion which ac-
cording to God preserves to eternal life.

4 In what way can I describe ethically
the affections of parents toward their chil-
dren, the resemblance of soul and of form
impressed into the small type of a child in
a wonderful manner, especially through
the greater sympathy of mothers with the
feelings of those born of them!

5 For by how much mothers are by na-
ture weak in disposition and prolific in
offspring, by so much the fonder they are
of children.

6Of all mothers, themother of the seven
was the fondest of children, who in seven
childbirths had deeply engendered love
toward them.

7Through hermany pains undergone in
connection with each one, she was com-
pelled to feel sympathy with them;

8 yet, through fear of God, she neglected
the temporary salvation of her children.

9 Not only so, but on account of the ex-
cellent disposition to the law, hermaternal
affection toward themwas increased.

10 For they were both just and temper-
ate, and courageous, high-minded, fond of
their kindred, and so fond of their mother
that even to death they obeyed her by ob-
serving the law.

11 Yet, though there were so many cir-
cumstances connected with love of chil-
dren to draw on a mother to sympathy, in
the case of none of them were the various
tortures able to pervert her principle.

12 But she inclined each one separately
and all together to death for religion.

13 O holy nature and parental feeling,
and reward of bringing up children, and
unconquerable maternal affection!

14 At the racking and roasting of each
one of them, the observant mother was
prevented by religion from changing.

15 She saw her children’s flesh dissolv-
ing around the fire, and their extremities
quivering on the ground, and the flesh
of their heads dropped forward down to
their beards, like masks.

16 O you mother, who was tried at this
time with bitterer pangs than those at
birth!

17 O you only woman who have pro-
duced perfect holiness!

18 Your firstborn, expiring, didn’t turn
you, nor the second, looking miserable in
his torments, nor the third, breathing out
his soul.

19You didn’t weepwhen you saw each of
their eyes looking sternly at their tortures,
and their nostrils foreboding death!

20Whenyou saw children’s fleshheaped
upon children’s flesh that had been torn
off, heads decapitated upon heads, dead
falling upon the dead, and a choir of chil-
dren turned through torture into a bury-
ing ground, you didn’t lament.

21 Not so do siren melodies or songs of
swans attract the hearers to listening, O
voices of children calling on your mother
in themidst of torments!

22 With what and what manner of tor-
ments was the mother herself tortured, as
her sons were undergoing the wheel and
the fires!

23 But religious reasoning, having
strengthened her courage in the midst of
sufferings, enabled her to forego, for the
time, parental love.

24 Although seeing the destruction of
seven children, the noble mother, after
one embrace, stripped off her feelings
through faith in God.

25For just as in a council room, seeing in
herownsoul vehement counselors, nature
and parentage and love of her children,
and the racking of her children,

26 she holding two votes, one for the
death, the other for thepreservationof her
children,

27 didn’t lean to that which would have
saved her children for the safety of a brief
space.

28But this daughter of Abraham remem-
bered his holy fortitude.
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29O holy mother of a nation, avenger of
the law, defender of religion, and prime
bearer in the battle of the affections!

30Oyounobler inendurance thanmales,
and more courageous than men in perse-
verance!

31For likeNoah’s ship, bearing theworld
in the world-filling flood, bore up against
the waves,

32 so you, the guardian of the law, when
surrounded on every side by the flood of
emotions, and assaulted by violent storms
whichwere the torments of your children,
bore up nobly against the storms against
religion.

16
1 If, then, even a woman, and that an

aged one, and the mother of seven chil-
dren, endured to see her children’s tor-
ments even to death, it must be admitted
that religious reasoning is master even of
the emotions.

2 I have proved, then, that not only men
have obtained the mastery of their emo-
tions, but also that a woman despised the
greatest torments.

3 The lions around Daniel were not so
fierce, nor the furnace of Misael burning
with most vehement fires as that natural
love of children burned within her, when
she saw her seven sons tortured.

4 But with the reasoning of religion the
mother quenched emotions so great and
powerful.

5 For we must consider also this: that,
had the woman been faint hearted, as
being their mother, she would have
lamented over them, and perhaps might
have spoken thus:

6 “Ah! I am wretched and many times
miserable, who having born seven sons,
have become themother of none.

7O seven useless childbirths, and seven
profitless periods of labor, and fruitless
givings of suck, and miserable nursings at
the breast.

8Vainly, for your sakes, O sons, have I en-
dured many pangs, and the more difficult
anxieties of rearing.

9 Alas, of my children, some of you un-
married, and some who have married to

no profit, I will not see your children, nor
have the joy of being a grandmother.

10 Ah, that I who had many and fair
children, should be a lone widow full of
sorrows!

11 Nor, should I die, will I have a son to
bury me.” But with such a lament as this,
the holy and God-fearing mother wept for
none of them.

12 Nor did she divert any of them from
death, nor grieve for them as for the dead.

13But as one possessedwith an adamant
mind, and as one bringing forth again her
full number of sons to immortality, she
rather urged them to death on behalf of
religion.

14O woman, soldier of God for religion,
you, aged and a female, have conquered
through endurance even a tyrant; and
even though weak, have been foundmore
powerful in deeds and words.

15 For when you were seized along with
your children, you stood lookingatEleazar
in torture, and said to your sons in the
Hebrew tongue,

16 “O sons, the contest is noble, to which
you being called as a witness for the na-
tion, strive zealously for the laws of your
country.

17 For it would be disgraceful if this old
man endured pains for the sake of righ-
teousness, and that you who are younger
would be afraid of the tortures.

18 Remember that through God, you ob-
tained existence and have enjoyed it.

19 Therefore, you ought to bear every
affliction because of God.

20 For him also our father Abraham was
zealous to sacrifice Isaac our progenitor,
and didn’t shudder at the sight of his own
paternal hand descending down with the
sword upon him.

21 The righteous Daniel was cast to the
lions; and Ananias, Azarias, and Misael
were hurled into a fiery furnace, yet they
endured through God.

22 You, then, having the same faith to-
ward God, don’t be troubled.

23 For it is unreasonable that they who
know religion wouldn’t stand up against
troubles.
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24With these arguments, the mother of
seven, exhorting each of her sons, encour-
agedandpersuaded themnot to transgress
God’s commandment.

25 They saw this, too, that those who die
for God, live to God, like Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, and all the patriarchs.

17
1 Some of the spearbearers said that

when she herself was about to be seized
for the purpose of being put to death, she
threw herself on the pile, rather than let
them touch her body.

2Oyoumother, who togetherwith seven
children destroyed the violence of the
tyrant, and rendered void his wicked in-
tentions, and exhibited the nobleness of
faith!

3 For you, like a house bravely built on
the pillar of your children, bore the shock
of tortures without swaying.

4 Cheer up, therefore, O holy-minded
mother! Hold the firm hope of your stead-
fastness with God.

5Not so gracious does the moon appear
with the stars in heaven, as you are es-
tablished as honorable before God, and
fixed in the sky with your sons whom you
illuminated with religion to the stars.

6 For your bearing of children was after
themanner of a child of Abraham.

7 If it were lawful for us to paint as
on a tablet the religion of your story, the
spectators wouldn’t shudder at seeing the
mother of seven children enduring for the
sake of religion various tortures even to
death.

8 It would have been a worthwhile thing
to have inscribed on the tomb itself these
words as amemorial to those of thenation,

9 “Here an aged priest, and an aged
woman, and seven sons, are buried
through the violence of a tyrant, who
wished to destroy the society of the
Hebrews.

10These also avenged their nation, look-
ing to God, and enduring torments to
death.”

11For it was truly a divine contest which
was carried through by them.

12 For at that time virtue presided over
the contest, approving the victory through
endurance, namely, immortality, eternal
life.

13 Eleazar was the first to contend. The
mother of the seven children entered the
contest, and the kindred contended.

14The tyrantwas the antagonist; and the
world and livingmenwere the spectators.

15 Reverence for God conquered, and
crowned her own athletes.

16 Who didn’t admire those champions
of true legislation? Whowerenot amazed?

17The tyrant himself, and all their coun-
cil, admired their endurance,

18 through which, they also now stand
beside the divine throne and live a blessed
life.

19 For Moses says, “All the saints are un-
der your hands.”

20 These, therefore, having been sancti-
fied through God, have been honored not
only with this honor, but that also by the
fact that because of them, the enemydidn’t
overcome our nation.

21 That tyrant was punished and their
country purified.

22For they became the ransom to the sin
of thenation. TheDivineProvidence saved
Israel, which was afflicted before, by the
blood of those pious ones and the death
that appeased wrath.

23 For the tyrant Antiochus, looking to
their courageous virtue and to their en-
durance in torture, proclaimed that en-
durance as an example to his soldiers.

24 They proved to be to him noble and
brave for land battles and for sieges; and
he conquered and stormed the towns of all
his enemies.

18
1O Israelite children, descendants of the

seed of Abraham, obey this law and in
every way be religious,

2 knowing that religious reasoning is
lord of the emotions, and those not only
inward but outward.

3 Therefore those people who gave up
theirbodies topains for the sakeof religion
were not only admired by men, but were
deemedworthy of a divine portion.
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4 The nation through them obtained
peace, and having renewed the obser-
vance of the law in their country, drove the
enemy out of the land.

5 The tyrant Antiochus was both pun-
ished on earth, and is punished now that
he is dead; for when he was quite unable
to compel the Israelites to adopt foreign
customs, and to desert the manner of life
of their fathers,

6 then, departing from Jerusalem, he
made war against the Persians.

7The righteousmother of the seven chil-
dren spoke also as follows to her offspring:
“I was a pure virgin, and didn’t go beyond
my father’s house, but I took care of the rib
fromwhich womanwasmade.

8 No destroyer of the desert or ravisher
of the plain injured me, nor did the de-
structive, deceitful snake make plunder of
my chaste virginity. I remained with my
husband during the time of mymaturity.

9 When these, my children, arrived
at maturity, their father died. He was
blessed! For having sought out a life of
fertility in children, he was not grieved
with a period of loss of children.

10 He used to teach you, when yet with
you, the law and the prophets.

11He used to read to you about the slay-
ing ofAbel byCain, the offeringupof Isaac,
and the imprisonment of Joseph.

12 He used to tell you of the zealous
Phinehas, and informed you of Ananias,
Azarias, andMisael in the fire.

13 He used to glorify Daniel, who was
in the den of lions, and pronounce him
blessed.

14Heused to remind you of the scripture
of Esaias, which says, “Even if you pass
through the fire, it won’t burn you.”

15 He chanted to you David, the hymn
writer, who says, “Many are the afflictions
of the just.”

16He declared the proverbs of Solomon,
who says, “He is a tree of life to all those
who do His will.”

17He used to confirm what Ezekiel said:
“Will these dry bones live?”

18 For he didn’t forget the song which
Moses taught, proclaiming, “I will kill, and

I will make alive.”
19 This is our life and the length of our

days.
20 O that bitter, and yet not bitter, day

when the bitter tyrant of the Greeks,
quenching fire with fire in his cruel cal-
drons, broughtwith boiling rage the seven
sons of the daughter of Abraham to the
rack, and to all his torments!

21He pierced the balls of their eyes, and
cut out their tongues, and put them to
death with varied tortures.

22 Therefore divine retribution pursued
andwill pursue the pestilent wretch.

23 But the children of Abraham, with
their victorious mother, are assembled to-
gether to the choir of their father, having
received pure and immortal souls from
God.

24 To him be glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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The Good News According to
Matthew

1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus
Christ,† the son of David, the son of Abra-
ham.

2 Abraham became the father of Isaac.
Isaac became the father of Jacob. Jacob be-
came the father of Judah and his brothers.

3 Judah became the father of Perez and
Zerah by Tamar. Perez became the father
of Hezron. Hezron became the father of
Ram.

4 Ram became the father of Ammi-
nadab. Amminadab became the father of
Nahshon. Nahshon became the father of
Salmon.

5 Salmon became the father of Boaz by
Rahab. Boaz became the father of Obed by
Ruth. Obed became the father of Jesse.

6 Jesse became the father of King David.
David the king‡ became the father of
Solomon by her who had been Uriah’s
wife.

7 Solomon became the father of Re-
hoboam. Rehoboam became the father of
Abijah. Abijah became the father of Asa.

8Asa became the father of Jehoshaphat.
Jehoshaphat became the father of Joram.
Joram became the father of Uzziah.

9 Uzziah became the father of Jotham.
Jotham became the father of Ahaz. Ahaz
became the father of Hezekiah.

10 Hezekiah became the father of Man-
asseh. Manasseh became the father of
Amon. Amon became the father of Josiah.

11 Josiah became the father of Jechoniah
and his brothers at the time of the exile to
Babylon.

12 After the exile to Babylon, Jechoniah
became the father of Shealtiel. Shealtiel
became the father of Zerubbabel.

13 Zerubbabel became the father of
Abiud. Abiud became the father of
Eliakim. Eliakim became the father of
Azor.

14 Azor became the father of Zadok.
Zadok became the father of Achim. Achim
became the father of Eliud.

15 Eliud became the father of Eleazar.
Eleazar became the father of Matthan.
Matthan became the father of Jacob.

16 Jacob became the father of Joseph, the
husband of Mary, from whom was born
Jesus,§ who is called Christ.

17 So all the generations from Abraham
to David are fourteen generations; from
David to the exile to Babylon fourteen gen-
erations; and from the carrying away to
Babylon to the Christ, fourteen genera-
tions.

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was like
this: After his mother, Mary, was engaged
to Joseph, before they came together, she
was found pregnant by the Holy Spirit.

19 Joseph, her husband, being a righ-
teous man, and not willing to make her a
public example, intended to put her away
secretly.

20 But when he thought about these
things, behold,† an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph,
son of David, don’t be afraid to take to
yourself Mary as your wife, for that which
is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.

21 She shall give birth to a son. You shall
name him Jesus,‡ for it is hewho shall save
his people from their sins.”

22 Now all this has happened that it
might be fulfilledwhichwas spoken by the
Lord through the prophet, saying,
23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child,

and shall give birth to a son.
They shall call his name Immanuel,”

which is, being interpreted, “Godwith
us.”*

24 Joseph arose fromhis sleep, and did as
theangel of theLordcommandedhim, and
took his wife to himself;

25and didn’t knowher sexually until she
had given birth to her firstborn son. He
named him Jesus.

† 1:1Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) bothmean “AnointedOne” ‡ 1:6NUomits “the king”. § 1:16 “Jesus”
means “Salvation”. † 1:20 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used
as an interjection. ‡ 1:21 “Jesus”means “Salvation”. * 1:23 Isaiah 7:14 † 2:1 Theword for “wisemen” (magoi)
can also mean teachers, scientists, physicians, astrologers, seers, interpreters of dreams, or sorcerers.
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2
1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethle-

hem of Judea in the days of King Herod,
behold, wise men† from the east came to
Jerusalem, saying,

2 “Where is he who is born King of the
Jews? For we saw his star in the east, and
have come to worship him.”

3WhenKingHerodheard it, hewas trou-
bled, and all Jerusalemwith him.

4Gathering together all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he asked them
where the Christ would be born.

5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea, for this is written through the
prophet,
6 ‘You Bethlehem, land of Judah,

are in no way least among the princes
of Judah;

for out of you shall come a governor
who shall shepherd my people, Is-
rael.’ ”*

7 Then Herod secretly called the wise
men, and learned from them exactly what
time the star appeared.

8 He sent them to Bethlehem, and said,
“Go and search diligently for the young
child. Whenyouhave foundhim, bringme
word, so that I alsomay come andworship
him.”

9They, having heard the king, went their
way; and behold, the star, which they saw
in the east, went before them until it came
and stood overwhere the young childwas.

10When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceedingly great joy.

11 They came into the house and saw
the young child with Mary, his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped him.
Opening their treasures, they offered to
him gifts: gold, frankincense, andmyrrh.

12Beingwarned in a dreamnot to return
to Herod, they went back to their own
country another way.

13Nowwhen they had departed, behold,
an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in
a dream, saying, “Arise and take the young
child and his mother, and flee into Egypt,

and stay there until I tell you, for Herod
will seek the young child to destroy him.”

14 He arose and took the young child
and hismother by night and departed into
Egypt,

15 and was there until the death of
Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the Lord through the prophet,
saying, “Out of Egypt I calledmy son.”*

16Then Herod, when he saw that he was
mocked by the wise men, was exceedingly
angry, and sent out and killed all the male
children who were in Bethlehem and in
all the surrounding countryside, from two
years old andunder, according to the exact
time which he had learned from the wise
men.

17 Then that which was spoken by
Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, saying,
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,

lamentation, weeping and great
mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children;
she wouldn’t be comforted,
because they are nomore.”*

19But when Herod was dead, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt, saying,

20“Ariseand take theyoungchildandhis
mother, and go into the land of Israel, for
thosewho sought the young child’s life are
dead.”

21 He arose and took the young child
and his mother, and came into the land of
Israel.

22Butwhenheheard thatArchelauswas
reigning over Judea in the place of his
father, Herod, he was afraid to go there.
Being warned in a dream, he withdrew
into the region of Galilee,

23 and came and lived in a city called
Nazareth; that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken through the prophets that he
will be called a Nazarene.

3
1 In those days, John the Baptizer came,

preaching in the wilderness of Judea, say-
ing,

2 “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is
at hand!”

* 2:6Micah 5:2 * 2:15Hosea 11:1 * 2:18 Jeremiah 31:15



Matthew 3:3 1238 Matthew 4:12

3 For this is he who was spoken of by
Isaiah the prophet, saying,
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness,

make the way of the Lord ready!
Make his paths straight!”*

4Now John himself wore clothing made
of camel’s hair with a leather belt around
his waist. His food was locusts and wild
honey.

5 Then people from Jerusalem, all of
Judea, andall theregionaround the Jordan
went out to him.

6 They were baptized by him in the Jor-
dan, confessing their sins.

7Butwhenhe sawmanyof the Pharisees
and Sadducees coming for his baptism,
he said to them, “You offspring of vipers,
who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come?

8 Therefore produce fruit worthy of re-
pentance!

9 Don’t think to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham for our father,’ for I tell you that
God is able to raiseupchildren toAbraham
from these stones.

10Even now the ax lies at the root of the
trees. Therefore every tree that doesn’t
produce good fruit is cut down, and cast
into the fire.

11 “I indeed baptize you in water for
repentance, but he who comes after me is
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not
worthy to carry. He will baptize you in the
Holy Spirit.†

12Hiswinnowing fork is in his hand, and
he will thoroughly cleanse his threshing
floor. He will gather his wheat into the
barn, but the chaff he will burn up with
unquenchable fire.”

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the
Jordan‡ to John, to be baptized by him.

14 But John would have hindered him,
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and
you come tome?”

15But Jesus, answering, said to him, “Al-
low it now, for this is the fitting way for
us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
allowed him.

16 Jesus, when he was baptized, went up
directly from the water: and behold, the
heavens were opened to him. He saw the
Spirit of God descending as a dove, and
coming on him.

17Behold, avoiceoutof theheavens said,
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am
well pleased.”

4
1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into

the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
2 When he had fasted forty days and

forty nights, he was hungry afterward.
3 The tempter came and said to him, “If

you are the Son of God, command that
these stones become bread.”

4 But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceeds out of God’smouth.’ ”*

5 Then the devil took him into the holy
city. He set him on the pinnacle of the
temple,

6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, throwyourself down, for it iswritten,
‘He will command his angels concerning

you,’ and,
‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you don’t dash your foot
against a stone.’ ”*

7 Jesus said to him, “Again, it is written,
‘You shall not test the Lord, your God.’ ”*

8Again, the devil took him to an exceed-
ingly high mountain, and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their glory.

9 He said to him, “I will give you all
of these things, if you will fall down and
worshipme.”

10 Then Jesus said to him, “Get behind
me,† Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall
worship the Lord your God, and you shall
serve him only.’ ” *

11 Then the devil left him, and behold,
angels came and served him.

12Now when Jesus heard that John was
delivered up, he withdrew into Galilee.

* 3:3 Isaiah 40:3 † 3:11 TR and NU add “and with fire” ‡ 3:13 i.e., the Jordan River * 4:4 Deuteronomy 8:3
* 4:6 Psalms 91:11-12 * 4:7 Deuteronomy 6:16 † 4:10 TR and NU read “Go away” instead of “Get behind me”
* 4:10 Deuteronomy 6:13
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13 Leaving Nazareth, he came and lived
in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the
region of Zebulun and Naphtali,

14 that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken through Isaiah theprophet, saying,
15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of

Naphtali,
toward the sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles,

16 the people who sat in darkness saw a
great light;

to those who sat in the region and
shadow of death,

to them light has dawned.”*
17From that time, Jesus began to preach,

and to say, “Repent! For the Kingdom of
Heaven is at hand.”

18Walking by the sea of Galilee, he‡ saw
two brothers: Simon, who is called Peter,
and Andrew, his brother, casting a net into
the sea; for they were fishermen.

19He said to them, “Come afterme, and I
will make you fishers for men.”

20 They immediately left their nets and
followed him.

21Going on from there, he saw two other
brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and
John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee
their father, mending their nets. He called
them.

22 They immediately left the boat and
their father, and followed him.

23 Jesus went about in all Galilee, teach-
ing in their synagogues, preaching the
Good News of the Kingdom, and healing
every disease and every sickness among
the people.

24The report about himwent out into all
Syria. They brought to him all who were
sick, afflicted with various diseases and
torments, possessed with demons, epilep-
tics, and paralytics; and he healed them.

25 Great multitudes from Galilee, De-
capolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from be-
yond the Jordan followed him.

5
1Seeing themultitudes, he went up onto

the mountain. When he had sat down, his
disciples came to him.

2He opened his mouth and taught them,
saying,
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.*
4Blessed are those whomourn,

for they shall be comforted.*
5Blessed are the gentle,

for they shall inherit the earth.†*
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst

for righteousness,
for they shall be filled.

7Blessed are themerciful,
for they shall obtainmercy.

8Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.

9Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called children of
God.

10Blessed are those who have been perse-
cuted for righteousness’ sake,

for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people re-

proach you, persecute you, and say all
kinds of evil against you falsely, for my
sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for
great is your reward in heaven. For that
is how they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if the
salt has lost its flavor, with what will it be
salted? It is then good for nothing, but to
be cast out and trodden under the feet of
men.

14 “You are the light of the world. A city
located on a hill can’t be hidden.

15Neither do you light a lamp and put it
under a measuring basket, but on a stand;
and it shines to all who are in the house.

16 Even so, let your light shine before
men, that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

17 “Don’t think that I came to destroy
the law or the prophets. I didn’t come to
destroy, but to fulfill.

* 4:16 Isaiah 9:1-2 ‡ 4:18 TR reads “Jesus” instead of “he” * 5:3 Isaiah 57:15; 66:2 * 5:4 Isaiah 61:2; 66:10,13
† 5:5 or, land. * 5:5 Psalms 37:11 ‡ 5:18 literally, iota § 5:18 or, serif
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18 For most certainly, I tell you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not even one
smallest letter‡ or one tiny pen stroke§
shall in any way pass away from the law,
until all things are accomplished.

19 Therefore, whoever shall break one
of these least commandments and teach
others to do so, shall be called least in the
Kingdom of Heaven; but whoever shall do
and teach them shall be called great in the
Kingdom of Heaven.

20 For I tell you that unless your righ-
teousness exceeds that of the scribes and
Pharisees, there is no way you will enter
into the Kingdom of Heaven.

21 “You have heard that it was said to the
ancient ones, ‘You shall not murder;’* and
‘Whoevermurderswill be in danger of the
judgment.’

22 But I tell you that everyone who is
angry with his brother without a cause †

will be in danger of the judgment. Who-
ever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ ‡ will be
in danger of the council. Whoever says,
‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of
Gehenna.§

23 “If therefore you are offering your gift
at the altar, and there remember that your
brother has anything against you,

24 leave your gift there before the altar,
and go your way. First be reconciled to
your brother, and then come and offer
your gift.

25 Agree with your adversary quickly
while you are with him on the way; lest
perhaps the prosecutor deliver you to the
judge, and the judge deliver you to the
officer, and you be cast into prison.

26Most certainly I tell you, you shall by
no means get out of there until you have
paid the last penny.†

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‡ ‘You
shall not commit adultery;’*

28but I tell you that everyone who gazes
at awoman to lust after her has committed

adultery with her already in his heart.
29 If your right eyecausesyou to stumble,

pluck it out and throw it away from you.
For it ismore profitable for you that one of
yourmembers shouldperish than for your
whole body to be cast into Gehenna.§

30 If your right hand causes you to stum-
ble, cut it off, and throw it away from you.
For it is more profitable for you that one
of your members should perish, than for
your whole body to be cast into Gehenna.†

31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever shall put
away his wife, let him give her awriting of
divorce,’*

32 but I tell you that whoever puts away
his wife, except for the cause of sexual
immorality, makes her an adulteress; and
whoevermarriesherwhenshe isputaway
commits adultery.

33 “Again you have heard that it was said
to the ancient ones, ‘You shall not make
false vows, but shall perform to the Lord
your vows,’*

34 but I tell you, don’t swear at all: nei-
ther by heaven, for it is the throne of God;

35 nor by the earth, for it is the footstool
of his feet; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the
city of the great King.

36Neither shall you swear by your head,
foryoucan’tmakeonehairwhiteorblack.

37But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and your ‘No’
be ‘No.’ Whatever is more than these is of
the evil one.

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’*

39 But I tell you, don’t resist him who is
evil; butwhoever strikes you on your right
cheek, turn to him the other also.

40 If anyone sues you to take away your
coat, let him have your cloak also.

41Whoever compels you to go one mile,
go with him two.

42 Give to him who asks you, and don’t
turn away him who desires to borrow

* 5:21 Exodus 20:13 † 5:22NU omits “without a cause”. ‡ 5:22 “Raca” is an Aramaic insult, related to the word
for “empty” and conveying the idea of empty-headedness. § 5:22 or, Hell † 5:26 literally, kodrantes. A kodrantes
was a small copper coin worth about 2 lepta (widow’s mites)—not enough to buy very much of anything. ‡ 5:27
TR adds “to the ancients”. * 5:27 Exodus 20:14 § 5:29 or, Hell † 5:30 or, Hell * 5:31 Deuteronomy 24:1
* 5:33 Numbers 30:2; Deuteronomy 23:21; Ecclesiastes 5:4 * 5:38 Exodus 21:24; Leviticus 24:20; Deuteronomy
19:21 * 5:43 Leviticus 19:18
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from you.
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You

shall love your neighbor * and hate your
enemy.’‡

44But I tell you, love your enemies, bless
thosewho curse you, do good to thosewho
hate you, and pray for those who mistreat
you and persecute you,

45 that you may be children of your Fa-
ther who is in heaven. For he makes his
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and
sends rain on the just and the unjust.

46 For if you love those who love you,
what reward do you have? Don’t even the
tax collectors do the same?

47 If you only greet your friends, what
more do you do than others? Don’t even
the tax collectors§ do the same?

48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as
your Father in heaven is perfect.

6
1 “Be careful that you don’t do your char-

itable giving† before men, to be seen by
them, or else you have no reward from
your Father who is in heaven.

2 Therefore, when you do merciful
deeds, don’t sound a trumpet before
yourself, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, that they
may get glory from men. Most certainly I
tell you, they have received their reward.

3But when you do merciful deeds, don’t
let your left hand know what your right
hand does,

4 so that your merciful deeds may be in
secret, then your Fatherwho sees in secret
will reward you openly.

5 “When you pray, you shall not be as
the hypocrites, for they love to stand and
pray in the synagogues and in the corners
of the streets, that they may be seen by
men. Most certainly, I tell you, they have
received their reward.

6But you,whenyoupray, enter into your
inner room, and having shut your door,
pray to your Father who is in secret; and

your Fatherwho sees in secretwill reward
you openly.

7 In praying, don’t use vain repetitions
as the Gentiles do; for they think that they
will be heard for their much speaking.

8 Therefore don’t be like them, for your
Father knowswhat things youneed before
you ask him.

9Pray like this:
“ ‘OurFather inheaven,mayyournamebe

kept holy.
10Let your Kingdom come.

Let your will be done on earth as it is
in heaven.

11Give us today our daily bread.
12Forgive us our debts,

as we also forgive our debtors.
13Bring us not into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.
For yours is the Kingdom, the power, and

the glory forever. Amen.’‡
14 “For if you forgive men their tres-

passes, your heavenly Father will also for-
give you.

15But if you don’t forgivemen their tres-
passes, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses.

16“Moreoverwhenyou fast, don’t be like
the hypocrites, with sad faces. For they
disfigure their faces that theymay be seen
by men to be fasting. Most certainly I tell
you, they have received their reward.

17 But you, when you fast, anoint your
head andwash your face,

18 so that you are not seen by men to be
fasting, but byyourFatherwho is in secret;
and your Father, who sees in secret, will
reward you.

19 “Don’t lay up treasures for yourselves
on the earth, where moth and rust con-
sume, and where thieves break through
and steal;

20 but lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
consume, and where thieves don’t break
through and steal;

21 for where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.

‡ 5:43 not in the Bible, but see Qumran Manual of Discipline Ix, 21-26 § 5:47 NU reads “Gentiles” instead of “tax
collectors”. † 6:1 NU reads “acts of righteousness” instead of “charitable giving” ‡ 6:13 NU omits “For yours is
the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.”
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22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If
therefore your eye is sound, your whole
body will be full of light.

23But if your eye is evil, yourwhole body
will be full of darkness. If therefore the
light that is in you is darkness, how great
is the darkness!

24 “No one can serve two masters, for
either he will hate the one and love the
other, or else hewill be devoted to one and
despise the other. You can’t serve both God
andMammon.

25 Therefore I tell you, don’t be anxious
foryour life: whatyouwill eat, orwhatyou
will drink; nor yet for your body, what you
willwear. Isn’t lifemore than food, and the
bodymore than clothing?

26See the birds of the sky, that they don’t
sow, neither do they reap, nor gather into
barns. Your heavenly Father feeds them.
Aren’t you of muchmore value than they?

27 “Which of you by being anxious, can
add onemoment§ to his lifespan?

28Why are you anxious about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow. They don’t toil, neither do they spin,

29 yet I tell you that even Solomon in all
his glorywasnot dressed like one of these.

30 But if God so clothes the grass of the
field, which today exists and tomorrow is
thrown into the oven,won’t hemuchmore
clothe you, you of little faith?

31 “Therefore don’t be anxious, saying,
‘What will we eat?’, ‘What will we drink?’
or, ‘With what will we be clothed?’

32 For the Gentiles seek after all these
things; for your heavenly Father knows
that you need all these things.

33 But seek first God’s Kingdom and his
righteousness; and all these things will be
given to you as well.

34Therefore don’t be anxious for tomor-
row, for tomorrow will be anxious for it-
self. Each day’s own evil is sufficient.

7
1 “Don’t judge, so that you won’t be

judged.
2Forwithwhatever judgment you judge,

you will be judged; and with whatever

measure youmeasure, it will bemeasured
to you.

3Whydoyou see the speck that is in your
brother’s eye, but don’t consider the beam
that is in your own eye?

4Or how will you tell your brother, ‘Let
me remove the speck from your eye,’ and
behold, the beam is in your own eye?

5 You hypocrite! First remove the beam
out of your own eye, and then you can see
clearly to remove the speck out of your
brother’s eye.

6 “Don’t give that which is holy to the
dogs, neither throw your pearls before the
pigs, lest perhaps they trample themunder
their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.

7 “Ask, and itwill be given you. Seek, and
you will find. Knock, and it will be opened
for you.

8 For everyone who asks receives. He
who seeks finds. To himwho knocks it will
be opened.

9Or who is there among you who, if his
son asks him for bread, will give him a
stone?

10 Or if he asks for a fish, who will give
him a serpent?

11 If you then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, howmuch
more will your Father who is in heaven
give good things to those who ask him!

12 Therefore, whatever you desire for
men to do to you, you shall also do to them;
for this is the law and the prophets.

13 “Enter in by the narrow gate; for the
gate iswideand theway is broad that leads
to destruction, and there are many who
enter in by it.

14How†narrow is the gate and theway is
restricted that leads to life! There are few
who find it.

15 “Beware of false prophets, who come
toyou in sheep’s clothing, but inwardlyare
ravening wolves.

16By their fruits youwill know them. Do
you gather grapes from thorns or figs from
thistles?

17 Even so, every good tree produces
good fruit, but the corrupt tree produces
evil fruit.

§ 6:27 literally, cubit † 7:14 TR reads “Because” instead of “How”



Matthew 7:18 1243 Matthew 8:18

18 A good tree can’t produce evil fruit,
neither can a corrupt tree produce good
fruit.

19Every tree that doesn’t growgood fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire.

20 Therefore by their fruits you will
know them.

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven, but he who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven.

22 Many will tell me in that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, in
your name cast out demons, and in your
name domanymighty works?’

23 Then I will tell them, ‘I never knew
you. Depart from me, you who work iniq-
uity.’

24 “Everyone therefore who hears these
words of mine and does them, I will liken
him to a wise man who built his house on
the rock.

25The rain came down, the floods came,
and thewindsblewandbeaton thathouse;
and it didn’t fall, for it was founded on the
rock.

26 Everyone who hears these words of
mine and doesn’t do them will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the
sand.

27The rain came down, the floods came,
and thewindsblewandbeaton thathouse;
and it fell—and its fall was great.”

28When Jesus had finished saying these
things, the multitudes were astonished at
his teaching,

29 for he taught themwith authority, and
not like the scribes.

8
1When he came down from the moun-

tain, great multitudes followed him.
2 Behold, a leper came to him and wor-

shiped him, saying, “Lord, if you want to,
you canmakeme clean.”

3 Jesus stretched out his hand and
touched him, saying, “I want to. Be made
clean.” Immediately his leprosy was
cleansed.

4 Jesus said to him, “See that you tell
nobody; but go, showyourself to thepriest,

and offer the gift that Moses commanded,
as a testimony to them.”

5When he came into Capernaum, a cen-
turion came to him, asking him for help,

6 saying, “Lord, my servant lies in the
house paralyzed, grievously tormented.”

7 Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal
him.”

8The centurionanswered, “Lord, I’mnot
worthy for you to come under my roof.
Just say the word, and my servant will be
healed.

9 For I am also a man under authority,
having under myself soldiers. I tell this
one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and tell another,
‘Come,’ and he comes; and tell my servant,
‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

10When Jesus heard it, hemarveled and
said to thosewho followed, “Most certainly
I tell you, I haven’t found so great a faith,
not even in Israel.

11 I tell you thatmanywill come from the
east and the west, and will sit down with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom
of Heaven,

12 but the children of the Kingdom will
be thrown out into the outer darkness.
There will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.”

13 Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your
way. Let it be done for you as you have
believed.” His servant was healed in that
hour.

14 When Jesus came into Peter’s house,
he saw his wife’s mother lying sick with a
fever.

15 He touched her hand, and the fever
left her. So she got up and served him.†

16When evening came, they brought to
himmany possessedwith demons. He cast
out the spirits with a word, and healed all
who were sick,

17 that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken through Isaiah theprophet, saying,
“He took our infirmities and bore our dis-
eases.”*

18Nowwhen Jesus saw great multitudes
around him, he gave the order to depart to
the other side.

† 8:15 TR reads “them” instead of “him” * 8:17 Isaiah 53:4



Matthew 8:19 1244 Matthew 9:15

19 A scribe came and said to him,
“Teacher, I will follow you wherever you
go.”

20 Jesus said to him, “The foxes have
holes and the birds of the sky have nests,
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his
head.”

21 Another of his disciples said to him,
“Lord, allow me first to go and bury my
father.”

22But Jesus said to him, “Followme, and
leave the dead to bury their own dead.”

23When he got into a boat, his disciples
followed him.

24 Behold, a violent storm came up on
the sea, somuch that the boat was covered
with the waves; but he was asleep.

25 The disciples came to him and woke
him up, saying, “Save us, Lord! We are
dying!”

26He said to them, “Why are you fearful,
O you of little faith?” Then he got up,
rebuked the wind and the sea, and there
was a great calm.

27 The men marveled, saying, “What
kind ofman is this, that even thewind and
the sea obey him?”

28When he came to the other side, into
the country of the Gergesenes,‡ two people
possessed by demons met him there, com-
ing out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so
that nobody could pass that way.

29 Behold, they cried out, saying, “What
do we have to do with you, Jesus, Son of
God? Have you come here to torment us
before the time?”

30 Now there was a herd of many pigs
feeding far away from them.

31 The demons begged him, saying, “If
you cast us out, permit us to go away into
the herd of pigs.”

32He said to them, “Go!”
They came out and went into the herd

of pigs; and behold, the whole herd of pigs
rushed down the cliff into the sea and died
in the water.

33 Those who fed them fled and went
away into the city and told everything, in-
cludingwhat happened to thosewhowere
possessed with demons.

34 Behold, all the city came out to meet
Jesus. When they saw him, they begged
that he would depart from their borders.

9
1 He entered into a boat and crossed

over, and came into his own city.
2Behold, theybrought to himamanwho

was paralyzed, lying on a bed. Jesus, see-
ing their faith, said to the paralytic, “Son,
cheer up! Your sins are forgiven you.”

3 Behold, some of the scribes said to
themselves, “This man blasphemes.”

4 Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said,
“Why do you think evil in your hearts?

5Forwhich is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are
forgiven;’ or to say, ‘Get up, and walk’?

6 But that you may know that the Son
of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins—” (then he said to the paralytic), “Get
up, and take up your mat, and go to your
house.”

7He arose and departed to his house.
8 But when the multitudes saw it, they

marveled and glorified God, who had
given such authority to men.

9 As Jesus passed by from there, he saw
a man called Matthew sitting at the tax
collection office. He said to him, “Follow
me.” He got up and followed him.

10 As he sat in the house, behold, many
tax collectors and sinners came and sat
downwith Jesus and his disciples.

11When thePharisees saw it, they said to
his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat
with tax collectors and sinners?”

12When Jesus heard it, he said to them,
“Thosewho are healthy have no need for a
physician, but those who are sick do.

13But you go and learnwhat thismeans:
‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,’* for I
came not to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance.”†

14 Then John’s disciples came to him,
saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast
often, but your disciples don’t fast?”

15 Jesus said to them, “Can the friends
of the bridegroom mourn as long as the
bridegroomiswith them? But thedayswill

‡ 8:28NU reads “Gadarenes” * 9:13Hosea 6:6 † 9:13NU omits “to repentance”.
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come when the bridegroom will be taken
away from them, and then they will fast.

16No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth
on an old garment; for the patch would
tear away from the garment, and a worse
hole is made.

17 Neither do people put new wine into
old wineskins, or else the skins would
burst, and the wine be spilled, and the
skins ruined. No, they put new wine into
fresh wineskins, and both are preserved.”

18 While he told these things to them,
behold, a ruler came and worshiped him,
saying, “My daughter has just died, but
come and lay your hand on her, and she
will live.”

19 Jesus got up and followed him, as did
his disciples.

20Behold, awomanwhohad a discharge
of blood for twelve years came behind
him, and touched the fringe‡ of his gar-
ment;

21 for she said within herself, “If I just
touch his garment, I will be made well.”

22 But Jesus, turning around and seeing
her, said, “Daughter, cheer up! Your faith
has made you well.” And the woman was
made well from that hour.

23 When Jesus came into the ruler’s
house and saw the flute players and the
crowd in noisy disorder,

24he said to them, “Make room, because
the girl isn’t dead, but sleeping.”
They were ridiculing him.
25 But when the crowd was sent out, he

entered in, took her by the hand, and the
girl arose.

26The report of thiswent out into all that
land.

27 As Jesus passed by from there, two
blind men followed him, calling out and
saying, “Havemercy on us, son of David!”

28When he had come into the house, the
blindmen came to him. Jesus said to them,
“Do you believe that I am able to do this?”
They told him, “Yes, Lord.”
29 Then he touched their eyes, saying,

“According to your faith be it done to you.”

30 Then their eyes were opened. Je-
sus strictly commanded them, saying, “See
that no one knows about this.”

31 But they went out and spread abroad
his fame in all that land.

32As they went out, behold, a mute man
whowas demon possessed was brought to
him.

33 When the demon was cast out, the
mute man spoke. The multitudes mar-
veled, saying, “Nothing like this has ever
been seen in Israel!”

34 But the Pharisees said, “By the prince
of the demons, he casts out demons.”

35 Jesus went about all the cities and the
villages, teaching in their synagogues and
preaching the Good News of the Kingdom,
and healing every disease and every sick-
ness among the people.

36 But when he saw the multitudes, he
was moved with compassion for them be-
cause they were harassed§ and scattered,
like sheep without a shepherd.

37Then he said to his disciples, “The har-
vest indeed is plentiful, but the laborers
are few.

38 Pray therefore that the Lord of the
harvest will send out laborers into his har-
vest.”

10
1 He called to himself his twelve disci-

ples, and gave them authority over un-
clean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal
every disease and every sickness.

2 Now the names of the twelve apostles
are these. The first, Simon, who is called
Peter; Andrew, his brother; James the son
of Zebedee; John, his brother;

3 Philip; Bartholomew; Thomas;
Matthew the tax collector; James the sonof
Alphaeus; Lebbaeus, who was also called†
Thaddaeus;

4 Simon the Zealot; and Judas Iscariot,
who also betrayed him.

5 Jesus sent these twelve out and com-
manded them, saying, “Don’t go among the
Gentiles, and don’t enter into any city of
the Samaritans.

‡ 9:20 or, tassel § 9:36TR reads “weary” instead of “harassed” † 10:3NUomits “Lebbaeus, whowas also called”



Matthew 10:6 1246 Matthew 10:37

6Rather, go to the lost sheep of the house
of Israel.

7 As you go, preach, saying, ‘The King-
dom of Heaven is at hand!’

8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers,‡ and
cast out demons. Freely you received, so
freely give.

9 Don’t take any gold, silver, or brass in
yourmoney belts.

10 Take no bag for your journey, neither
two coats, nor sandals, nor staff: for the
laborer is worthy of his food.

11 Intowhatever city or village you enter,
find out who in it is worthy, and stay there
until you go on.

12As you enter into the household, greet
it.

13 If the household is worthy, let your
peace come on it, but if it isn’t worthy, let
your peace return to you.

14Whoever doesn’t receive you or hear
your words, as you go out of that house or
that city, shake the dust off your feet.

15 Most certainly I tell you, it will be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom and
Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for
that city.

16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep
among wolves. Therefore be wise as ser-
pents and harmless as doves.

17 But beware of men, for they will de-
liver you up to councils, and in their syn-
agogues they will scourge you.

18 Yes, and you will be brought before
governors and kings for my sake, for a
testimony to them and to the nations.

19 But when they deliver you up, don’t
be anxious how or what you will say, for
it will be given you in that hour what you
will say.

20 For it is not you who speak, but the
Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.

21 “Brother will deliver up brother to
death, and the father his child. Children
will rise up against parents and cause
them to be put to death.

22 You will be hated by all men for my
name’s sake, but he who endures to the

end will be saved.
23 But when they persecute you in this

city, flee into the next, for most certainly
I tell you, you will not have gone through
the cities of Israel until the Son of Man has
come.

24 “A disciple is not above his teacher,
nor a servant above his lord.

25 It is enough for the disciple that he be
like his teacher, and the servant like his
lord. If they have called the master of the
house Beelzebul,§ how much more those
of his household!

26 Therefore don’t be afraid of them, for
there is nothing covered thatwill not be re-
vealed, or hidden that will not be known.

27What I tell you in the darkness, speak
in the light; and what you hear whispered
in the ear, proclaim on the housetops.

28 Don’t be afraid of those who kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul.
Rather, fear him who is able to destroy
both soul and body in Gehenna.†

29 “Aren’t two sparrows sold for an as-
sarion coin?‡ Not one of them falls to the
ground apart from your Father’s will.

30But the very hairs of your head are all
numbered.

31 Therefore don’t be afraid. You are of
more value thanmany sparrows.

32Everyone thereforewho confessesme
before men, I will also confess him before
my Father who is in heaven.

33But whoever denies me before men, I
will also denyhimbeforemyFatherwho is
in heaven.

34 “Don’t think that I came to send peace
on the earth. I didn’t come to send peace,
but a sword.

35For I came to set aman at odds against
his father, and a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law.

36 A man’s foes will be those of his own
household.*

37 He who loves father or mother more
than me is not worthy of me; and he who
loves son or daughter more than me isn’t
worthy of me.

‡ 10:8 TR adds “raise the dead,” § 10:25 Literally, Lord of the Flies, or the devil † 10:28 or, Hell. ‡ 10:29 An
assarion is a small coin worth one tenth of a drachma or a sixteenth of a denarius. An assarion is approximately the
wages of one half hour of agricultural labor. * 10:36Micah 7:6
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38He who doesn’t take his cross and fol-
low after me isn’t worthy of me.

39He who seeks his life will lose it; and
he who loses his life for my sake will find
it.

40“Hewhoreceivesyoureceivesme, and
hewho receivesme receives himwho sent
me.

41Hewhoreceivesaprophet in thename
of a prophet will receive a prophet’s re-
ward. He who receives a righteousman in
the name of a righteousmanwill receive a
righteous man’s reward.

42Whoever gives one of these little ones
just a cup of cold water to drink in the
nameof adisciple,most certainly I tell you,
he will in no way lose his reward.”

11
1When Jesus had finished directing his

twelve disciples, he departed from there to
teach and preach in their cities.

2Nowwhen Johnheard in the prison the
works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples

3 and said to him, “Are you he who
comes, or should we look for another?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John
the things which you hear and see:

5 the blind receive their sight, the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear,* the dead are raised up, and the poor
have good news preached to them.*

6Blessed is he who finds no occasion for
stumbling inme.”

7 As these went their way, Jesus began
to say to the multitudes concerning John,
“What did you go out into the wilderness
to see? A reed shaken by the wind?

8But what did you go out to see? A man
in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear
soft clothing are in kings’ houses.

9 But why did you go out? To see a
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more
than a prophet.

10 For this is he, of whom it is written,
‘Behold, I send my messenger before your
face, who will prepare your way before
you.’*

11Most certainly I tell you, among those
who are born of women there has not
arisen anyone greater than John the Bap-
tizer; yet he who is least in the Kingdom of
Heaven is greater than he.

12 From the days of John the Baptizer
until now, the Kingdom of Heaven suffers
violence, and the violent take it by force.†

13Forall theprophetsand the lawproph-
esied until John.

14 If you are willing to receive it, this is
Elijah, who is to come.

15Hewho has ears to hear, let him hear.
16 “But to what shall I compare this gen-

eration? It is like children sitting in the
marketplaces, who call to their compan-
ions

17 and say, ‘We played the flute for you,
and you didn’t dance. We mourned for
you, and you didn’t lament.’

18 For John came neither eating nor
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’

19 The Son of Man came eating and
drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a glut-
tonous man and a drunkard, a friend of
tax collectors and sinners!’ But wisdom is
justified by her children.”‡

20 Then he began to denounce the cities
in which most of his mighty works had
been done, because they didn’t repent.

21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,
Bethsaida! For if the mighty works had
been done in Tyre and Sidon which were
done in you, they would have repented
long ago in sackcloth and ashes.

22But I tell you, it will be more tolerable
for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment
than for you.

23 You, Capernaum, who are exalted to
heaven, youwill go down toHades. § For if
themightyworks had been done in Sodom
which were done in you, it would have
remained until today.

24 But I tell you that it will be more tol-
erable for the land of Sodom on the day of
judgment, than for you.”

25At that time, Jesus answered, “I thank
you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,

* 11:5 Isaiah 35:5 * 11:5 Isaiah 61:1-4 * 11:10 Malachi 3:1 † 11:12 or, plunder it. ‡ 11:19 NU reads
“actions” instead of “children” § 11:23 or, Hell
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that you hid these things from the wise
and understanding, and revealed them to
infants.

26 Yes, Father, for so it was well-pleasing
in your sight.

27 All things have been delivered to me
by my Father. No one knows the Son, ex-
cept the Father; neither does anyone know
the Father, except the Son and he to whom
the Son desires to reveal him.

28“Cometome, all youwho laborandare
heavily burdened, and Iwill give you rest.

29 Take my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart; andyouwill findrest for your souls.

30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.”

12
1At that time, Jesus went on the Sabbath

day through the grain fields. His disciples
were hungry and began to pluck heads of
grain and to eat.

2 But the Pharisees, when they saw it,
said to him, “Behold, your disciples do
what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath.”

3But he said to them, “Haven’t you read
what David did when he was hungry, and
those whowere with him:

4 how he entered into God’s house and
ate the show bread, which was not lawful
for him to eat, nor for thosewhowerewith
him, but only for the priests?*

5Or have you not read in the law that on
the Sabbath day the priests in the temple
profane the Sabbath and are guiltless?

6 But I tell you that one greater than the
temple is here.

7But if you had knownwhat this means,
‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,’* you
wouldn’t have condemned the guiltless.

8 For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sab-
bath.”

9He departed from there and went into
their synagogue.

10 And behold, there was a man with
a withered hand. They asked him, “Is it
lawful to heal on the Sabbath day?” so that
theymight accuse him.

11 He said to them, “What man is there
among you who has one sheep, and if this
one falls into a pit on the Sabbath day,
won’t he grab on to it and lift it out?

12Ofhowmuchmorevalue then isaman
than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do
good on the Sabbath day.”

13 Then he told the man, “Stretch out
your hand.” He stretched it out; and it was
restored whole, just like the other.

14 But the Pharisees went out and con-
spired against him, how they might de-
stroy him.

15 Jesus, perceiving that, withdrew from
there. Great multitudes followed him; and
he healed them all,

16 and commanded them that they
should not make him known,

17 that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken through Isaiah theprophet, saying,
18 “Behold, my servant whom I have cho-

sen,
my beloved in whom my soul is well
pleased.

I will put my Spirit on him.
Hewill proclaim justice to the nations.

19Hewill not strive, nor shout,
neither will anyone hear his voice in
the streets.

20Hewon’t break a bruised reed.
He won’t quench a smoking flax,

until he leads justice to victory.
21 In his name, the nationswill hope.”*

22Then one possessed by a demon, blind
and mute, was brought to him; and he
healed him, so that the blind and mute
man both spoke and saw.

23 All the multitudes were amazed, and
said, “Can this be the son of David?”

24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they
said, “This man does not cast out demons
except by Beelzebul, the prince of the
demons.”

25 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said
to them, “Every kingdom divided against
itself is brought to desolation, and every
city or house divided against itself will not
stand.

26 If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided
against himself. How then will his king-
dom stand?

* 12:4 1 Samuel 21:3-6 * 12:7Hosea 6:6 * 12:21 Isaiah 42:1-4
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27 If I by Beelzebul cast out demons, by
whom do your children cast them out?
Therefore they will be your judges.

28 But if I by the Spirit of God cast out
demons, then God’s Kingdom has come
upon you.

29 Or how can one enter into the house
of the strong man and plunder his goods,
unless he first bind the strong man? Then
he will plunder his house.

30 “He who is not with me is against
me, and he who doesn’t gather with me,
scatters.

31 Therefore I tell you, every sin and
blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be
forgivenmen.

32 Whoever speaks a word against the
Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it
will not be forgiven him, either in this age,
or in that which is to come.

33“Eithermake the tree goodand its fruit
good, ormake the tree corrupt and its fruit
corrupt; for the tree is known by its fruit.

34 You offspring of vipers, how can you,
being evil, speak good things? For out
of the abundance of the heart, the mouth
speaks.

35 The good man out of his good trea-
sure† brings out good things, and the evil
man out of his evil treasure brings out evil
things.

36 I tell you that every idleword thatmen
speak, theywill giveaccountof it in theday
of judgment.

37 For by your words you will be justi-
fied, and by your words you will be con-
demned.”

38 Then certain of the scribes and Phar-
isees answered, “Teacher, wewant to see a
sign from you.”

39 But he answered them, “An evil and
adulterous generation seeks after a sign,
but no sign will be given to it but the sign
of Jonah the prophet.

40For as Jonah was three days and three
nights in the belly of the huge fish, so will
the Son of Man be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth.

41 The men of Nineveh will stand up
in the judgment with this generation and
will condemn it, for they repented at the
preaching of Jonah; and behold, someone
greater than Jonah is here.

42 The Queen of the South will rise up
in the judgment with this generation and
will condemn it, for she came from the
ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon; and behold, someone greater
than Solomon is here.

43 “When an unclean spirit has gone out
of a man, he passes through waterless
places seeking rest, and doesn’t find it.

44 Then he says, ‘I will return into my
house from which I came;’ and when he
has come back, he finds it empty, swept,
and put in order.

45 Then he goes and takes with himself
seven other spirits more evil than he is,
and they enter in and dwell there. The
last state of that man becomes worse than
the first. Even so will it be also to this evil
generation.”

46While he was yet speaking to the mul-
titudes, behold, his mother and his broth-
ers stood outside, seeking to speak to him.

47One said to him, “Behold, yourmother
and your brothers stand outside, seeking
to speak to you.”

48 But he answered him who spoke to
him, “Who is my mother? Who are my
brothers?”

49He stretched out his hand toward his
disciples, and said, “Behold, my mother
andmy brothers!

50Forwhoeverdoes thewill ofmyFather
who is in heaven, he is my brother, and
sister, andmother.”

13
1On that day Jesuswent out of the house

and sat by the seaside.
2 Great multitudes gathered to him, so

that he entered into a boat and sat; and all
the multitude stood on the beach.

3He spoke to themmany things in para-
bles, saying, “Behold, a farmer went out to
sow.

† 12:35 TR adds “of the heart”
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4 As he sowed, some seeds fell by the
roadside, and the birds came and de-
voured them.

5 Others fell on rocky ground, where
they didn’t have much soil, and immedi-
ately they sprang up, because they had no
depth of earth.

6 When the sun had risen, they were
scorched. Because they had no root, they
withered away.

7 Others fell among thorns. The thorns
grew up and choked them.

8 Others fell on good soil and yielded
fruit: some one hundred times as much,
some sixty, and some thirty.

9Hewho has ears to hear, let him hear.”
10 The disciples came, and said to him,

“Why do you speak to them in parables?”
11He answered them, “To you it is given

to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of
Heaven, but it is not given to them.

12For whoever has, to himwill be given,
and he will have abundance; but whoever
doesn’t have, from himwill be taken away
even that which he has.

13Therefore I speak to them in parables,
because seeing theydon’t see, andhearing,
they don’t hear, neither do they under-
stand.

14 In them the prophecy of Isaiah is ful-
filled, which says,
‘By hearing you will hear,

and will in no way understand;
Seeing you will see,

and will in no way perceive;
15 for this people’s heart has growncallous,

their ears are dull of hearing,
and they have closed their eyes;

or else perhaps they might perceive with
their eyes,

hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,

and would turn again,
and I would heal them.’*

16 “But blessed are your eyes, for they
see; and your ears, for they hear.

17Formost certainly I tell you thatmany
prophets and righteousmen desired to see
the things which you see, and didn’t see

them; and to hear the things which you
hear, and didn’t hear them.

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the farmer.
19 When anyone hears the word of the

Kingdom and doesn’t understand it, the
evil one comes and snatches away that
which has been sown in his heart. This is
what was sown by the roadside.

20 What was sown on the rocky places,
this is he who hears the word and imme-
diately with joy receives it;

21 yet he has no root in himself, but en-
dures for a while. When oppression or
persecution arises because of the word,
immediately he stumbles.

22Whatwas sownamong the thorns, this
is he who hears the word, but the cares
of this age and the deceitfulness of riches
choke the word, and he becomes unfruit-
ful.

23 What was sown on the good ground,
this is he who hears the word and under-
stands it, who most certainly bears fruit
and produces, some one hundred times as
much, some sixty, and some thirty.”

24 He set another parable before them,
saying, “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a
manwho sowed good seed in his field,

25 but while people slept, his enemy
came and sowed darnel weeds† also
among the wheat, and went away.

26 But when the blade sprang up and
produced grain, then the darnel weeds ap-
peared also.

27The servants of the householder came
and said to him, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good
seed in your field? Where did these darnel
weeds come from?’

28 “He said to them, ‘An enemy has done
this.’

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want
us to go and gather them up?’

29 “But he said, ‘No, lest perhaps while
you gather up the darnel weeds, you root
up the wheat with them.

30 Let both grow together until the har-
vest, and in the harvest time I will tell
the reapers, “First, gather up the dar-
nel weeds, and bind them in bundles to

* 13:15 Isaiah 6:9-10 † 13:25 darnel is a weed grass (probably bearded darnel or lolium temulentum) that looks
verymuch like wheat until it is mature, when the difference becomes very apparent.
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burn them; but gather the wheat into my
barn.” ’ ”

31 He set another parable before them,
saying, “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a
grain of mustard seed which a man took,
and sowed in his field,

32which indeed is smaller than all seeds.
But when it is grown, it is greater than the
herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds
of the air come and lodge in its branches.”

33 He spoke another parable to them.
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like yeast
which awoman took andhid in threemea-
sures‡ of meal, until it was all leavened.”

34 Jesus spoke all these things in parables
to the multitudes; and without a parable,
he didn’t speak to them,

35 that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken through the prophet, saying,
“I will openmymouth in parables;

I will utter things hidden from the
foundation of the world.”*

36 Then Jesus sent the multitudes away,
and went into the house. His disciples
came to him, saying, “Explain to us the
parable of the darnel weeds of the field.”

37He answered them, “He who sows the
good seed is the Son of Man,

38 the field is the world, the good seeds
are the children of the Kingdom, and the
darnel weeds are the children of the evil
one.

39 The enemy who sowed them is the
devil. Theharvest is the endof the age, and
the reapers are angels.

40 As therefore the darnel weeds are
gathered up and burned with fire; so will
it be at the end of this age.

41 The Son of Man will send out his an-
gels, and they will gather out of his King-
dom all things that cause stumbling and
those who do iniquity,

42 and will cast them into the furnace of
fire. There will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.

43 Then the righteous will shine like the
sun in the Kingdom of their Father. He
who has ears to hear, let him hear.

44 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like
treasure hidden in the field, which a man

found and hid. In his joy, he goes and sells
all that he has and buys that field.

45 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like
a man who is a merchant seeking fine
pearls,

46who having found one pearl of great
price, he went and sold all that he had and
bought it.

47 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like
a dragnet that was cast into the sea and
gathered some fish of every kind,

48 which, when it was filled, fishermen
drew up on the beach. They sat down and
gathered the good into containers, but the
bad they threw away.

49 So it will be in the end of the world.§
The angels will come and separate the
wicked from among the righteous,

50 and will cast them into the furnace of
fire. There will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.”

51 Jesus said to them, “Have you under-
stood all these things?”
They answered him, “Yes, Lord.”
52 He said to them, “Therefore every

scribe who has been made a disciple in
the Kingdom of Heaven is like a man who
is a householder, who brings out of his
treasure new and old things.”

53 When Jesus had finished these para-
bles, he departed from there.

54 Coming into his own country, he
taught them in their synagogue, so that
theywere astonishedand said, “Wheredid
thisman get thiswisdomand thesemighty
works?

55 Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t
his mother called Mary, and his brothers
James, Joses, Simon, and Judas?†

56Aren’t all of his sisterswith us? Where
then did this man get all of these things?”

57They were offended by him.
But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not

without honor, except in his own country
and in his own house.”

58Hedidn’t domanymightyworks there
because of their unbelief.

‡ 13:33 literally, three sata. Three sata is about 39 liters or a bitmore than a bushel * 13:35 Psalms 78:2 § 13:49
or, end of the age. † 13:55 or, Judah
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14
1At that time, Herod the tetrarch heard

the report concerning Jesus,
2 and said to his servants, “This is John

the Baptizer. He is risen from the dead.
That is why these powers work in him.”

3 For Herod had arrested John, bound
him, and put him in prison for the sake of
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife.

4For John said tohim, “It is not lawful for
you to have her.”

5When he would have put him to death,
he feared the multitude, because they
counted him as a prophet.

6 But when Herod’s birthday came, the
daughter of Herodias danced among them
and pleased Herod.

7Therefore he promised with an oath to
give her whatever she should ask.

8 She, being prompted by her mother,
said, “Give me here on a platter the head
of John the Baptizer.”

9 The king was grieved, but for the sake
of his oaths and of those who sat at the
table with him, he commanded it to be
given,

10 and he sent and beheaded John in the
prison.

11His headwas brought on a platter and
given to the young lady; and she brought it
to her mother.

12His disciples came, took the body, and
buried it. Then they went and told Jesus.

13 Now when Jesus heard this, he with-
drew from there in a boat to a deserted
place apart. When themultitudes heard it,
they followed him on foot from the cities.

14 Jesus went out, and he saw a great
multitude. He had compassion on them
and healed their sick.

15When evening had come, his disciples
came to him, saying, “This place is de-
serted, and the hour is already late. Send
themultitudes away, that theymay go into
the villages, and buy themselves food.”

16 But Jesus said to them, “They don’t
need to go away. You give them something
to eat.”

17They told him, “Weonlyhaveherefive
loaves and two fish.”

18He said, “Bring them here to me.”
19 He commanded the multitudes to sit

down on the grass; and he took the five
loaves and the two fish, and looking up
to heaven, he blessed, broke and gave the
loaves to the disciples; and the disciples
gave to themultitudes.

20 They all ate and were filled. They
took up twelve baskets full of that which
remained left over from thebrokenpieces.

21 Those who ate were about five thou-
sand men, in addition to women and chil-
dren.

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples
get into the boat and go ahead of him to
theother side,whilehe sent themultitudes
away.

23After he had sent themultitudes away,
he went up into the mountain by himself
to pray. When evening had come, he was
there alone.

24 But the boat was now in the middle
of the sea, distressed by the waves, for the
wind was contrary.

25 In the fourthwatch of the night,† Jesus
came to them, walking on the sea.*

26 When the disciples saw him walking
on the sea, theywere troubled, saying, “It’s
a ghost!” and they cried out for fear.

27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “Cheer up! It is I! ‡Don’t be afraid.”

28Peter answered himand said, “Lord, if
it is you, command me to come to you on
the waters.”

29He said, “Come!”
Peter stepped down from the boat and

walked on the waters to come to Jesus.
30 But when he saw that the wind was

strong, he was afraid, and beginning to
sink, he cried out, saying, “Lord, saveme!”

31 Immediately Jesus stretched out his
hand, took hold of him, and said to him,
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?”

32 When they got up into the boat, the
wind ceased.

33Those who were in the boat came and
worshiped him, saying, “You are truly the
Son of God!”

† 14:25 The night was equally divided into four watches, so the fourth watch is approximately 3:00 a.m. to sunrise.
* 14:25 See Job 9:8 ‡ 14:27 or, I AM!
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34 When they had crossed over, they
came to the land of Gennesaret.

35When the people of that place recog-
nizedhim, they sent into all that surround-
ing region and brought to him all who
were sick;

36 and they begged him that they might
just touch the fringe§ of his garment. As
many as touched it weremade whole.

15
1 Then Pharisees and scribes came to

Jesus from Jerusalem, saying,
2 “Why do your disciples disobey the tra-

dition of the elders? For they don’t wash
their hands when they eat bread.”

3 He answered them, “Why do you also
disobey thecommandmentofGodbecause
of your tradition?

4 For God commanded, ‘Honor your fa-
ther and your mother,’* and, ‘He who
speaks evil of father or mother, let him be
put to death.’*

5 But you say, ‘Whoever may tell his fa-
ther or his mother, “Whatever help you
might otherwise have gotten from me is a
gift devoted to God,”

6he shall not honorhis father ormother.’
You have made the commandment of God
void because of your tradition.

7You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah proph-
esy of you, saying,
8 ‘These people draw near tomewith their

mouth,
and honormewith their lips;
but their heart is far fromme.

9And they worshipme in vain,
teaching as doctrine rules made by
men.’ ”*

10He summoned themultitude, and said
to them, “Hear, and understand.

11 That which enters into the mouth
doesn’t defile theman; but that which pro-
ceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the
man.”

12 Then the disciples came and said to
him, “Doyouknowthat thePhariseeswere
offended when they heard this saying?”

13 But he answered, “Every plant which
my heavenly Father didn’t plant will be
uprooted.

14 Leave them alone. They are blind
guides of the blind. If the blind guide the
blind, both will fall into a pit.”

15 Peter answered him, “Explain the
parable to us.”

16 So Jesus said, “Do you also still not
understand?

17 Don’t you understand that whatever
goes into the mouth passes into the belly
and then out of the body?

18 But the things which proceed out of
the mouth come out of the heart, and they
defile theman.

19 For out of the heart come evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual sins,
thefts, false testimony, and blasphemies.

20 These are the things which defile the
man; but to eat with unwashed hands
doesn’t defile theman.”

21 Jesus went out from there and with-
drew into the region of Tyre and Sidon.

22 Behold, a Canaanite woman came
out from those borders and cried, saying,
“Have mercy on me, Lord, you son of
David! My daughter is severely possessed
by a demon!”

23But he answered her not a word.
His disciples came and begged him, say-

ing, “Send her away; for she cries after us.”
24 But he answered, “I wasn’t sent to

anyone but the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.”

25But she came andworshiped him, say-
ing, “Lord, help me.”

26Butheanswered, “It is not appropriate
to take the children’s bread and throw it to
the dogs.”

27 But she said, “Yes, Lord, but even the
dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their
masters’ table.”

28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman,
great is your faith! Be it done to you even
as you desire.” And her daughter was
healed from that hour.

29 Jesus departed from there and came
near to the sea of Galilee; and he went up
on themountain and sat there.

§ 14:36 or, tassel * 15:4 Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16 * 15:4 Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9 * 15:9 Isaiah
29:13
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30Great multitudes came to him, having
with them the lame, blind, mute, maimed,
andmany others, and they put themdown
at his feet. He healed them,

31 so that the multitude wondered when
they saw the mute speaking, the injured
healed, the lame walking, and the blind
seeing—and they glorified the God of Is-
rael.

32 Jesus summoned his disciples and
said, “I have compassion on themultitude,
because they have continuedwithmenow
three days and have nothing to eat. I don’t
want to send them away fasting, or they
might faint on the way.”

33 The disciples said to him, “Where
could we get so many loaves in a deserted
place as to satisfy so great a multitude?”

34 Jesus said to them, “Howmany loaves
do you have?”
They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.”
35 He commanded the multitude to sit

down on the ground;
36 and he took the seven loaves and the

fish. He gave thanks and broke them, and
gave to the disciples, and the disciples to
themultitudes.

37They all ate andwere filled. They took
up seven baskets full of the broken pieces
that were left over.

38 Those who ate were four thousand
men, in addition to women and children.

39Then he sent away the multitudes, got
into the boat, and came into the borders of
Magdala.

16
1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came,

and testing him, asked him to show them
a sign from heaven.

2 But he answered them, “When it is
evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather,
for the sky is red.’

3 In the morning, ‘It will be foul weather
today, for the sky is red and threatening.’
Hypocrites! You know how to discern the
appearance of the sky, but you can’t dis-
cern the signs of the times!

4 An evil and adulterous generation
seeks after a sign, and therewill be no sign

given to it, except the sign of the prophet
Jonah.”
He left them and departed.
5Thedisciples came to theother side and

had forgotten to take bread.
6 Jesus said to them, “Take heed and

beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.”

7They reasoned among themselves, say-
ing, “We brought no bread.”

8 Jesus, perceiving it, said, “Why do
you reason among yourselves, you of lit-
tle faith, because you have brought no
bread?

9 Don’t you yet perceive or remember
the five loaves for the five thousand, and
howmany baskets you took up,

10 or the seven loaves for the four thou-
sand, and howmany baskets you took up?

11How is it that you don’t perceive that I
didn’t speak to you concerning bread? But
beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.”

12 Then they understood that he didn’t
tell them to beware of the yeast of bread,
but of the teaching of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.

13 Now when Jesus came into the parts
of CaesareaPhilippi, heaskedhis disciples,
saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of
Man, am?”

14 They said, “Some say John the Bap-
tizer, some, Elijah, and others, Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.”

15He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?”

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.”

17 Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you,
Simon Bar Jonah, for flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but my Father
who is in heaven.

18 I also tell you that you are Peter,† and
on this rock ‡ I will buildmy assembly, and
the gates ofHades§will not prevail against
it.

19 I will give to you the keys of the King-
domofHeaven, andwhatever you bind on
earthwill havebeenbound inheaven; and

† 16:18 Peter’s name, Petros in Greek, is the word for a specific rock or stone. ‡ 16:18Greek, petra, a rockmass or
bedrock. § 16:18 or, Hell
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whatever you release on earth will have
been released in heaven.”

20Thenhe commanded thedisciples that
they should tell no one that he was Jesus
the Christ.

21 From that time, Jesus began to show
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and suffer many things from the elders,
chief priests, and scribes, and be killed,
and the third day be raised up.

22 Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you,
Lord! This will never be done to you.”

23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling
block to me, for you are not setting your
mind on the things of God, but on the
things of men.”

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If
anyone desires to come after me, let him
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow
me.

25 For whoever desires to save his life
will lose it, and whoever will lose his life
for my sake will find it.

26Forwhatwill it profit aman if he gains
the whole world and forfeits his life? Or
what will a man give in exchange for his
life?

27 For the Son of Man will come in the
glory of his Father with his angels, and
then he will give to everyone according to
his deeds.

28 Most certainly I tell you, there are
some standing here who will in no way
taste of death until they see the Son ofMan
coming in his Kingdom.”

17
1 After six days, Jesus took with him

Peter, James, and John his brother, and
brought them up into a high mountain by
themselves.

2 He was changed† before them. His
face shone like the sun, and his garments
became as white as the light.

3 Behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to
them talking with him.

4 Peter answered and said to Jesus,
“Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you

want, let’s make three tents here: one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

5While he was still speaking, behold, a
bright cloud overshadowed them. Behold,
a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. Listen to him.”

6When the disciples heard it, they fell on
their faces, and were very afraid.

7 Jesus came and touched them and said,
“Get up, and don’t be afraid.”

8 Lifting up their eyes, they saw no one,
except Jesus alone.

9 As they were coming down from the
mountain, Jesus commanded them, say-
ing, “Don’t tell anyone what you saw, until
the Son of Man has risen from the dead.”

10His disciples asked him, saying, “Then
why do the scribes say that Elijah must
come first?”

11 Jesus answered them, “Elijah indeed
comes first, and will restore all things;

12 but I tell you that Elijah has come
already, and theydidn’t recognizehim, but
did to him whatever they wanted to. Even
so the Son ofManwill also suffer by them.”

13 Then the disciples understood that he
spoke to them of John the Baptizer.

14 When they came to the multitude, a
man came to him, kneeling down to him
and saying,

15 “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he
is epileptic and suffers grievously; for he
often falls into the fire, and often into the
water.

16So I brought him to your disciples, and
they could not cure him.”

17 Jesus answered, “Faithless and per-
verse generation! How long will I be with
you? How long will I bear with you? Bring
him here to me.”

18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and it went
out of him, and the boy was cured from
that hour.

19 Then the disciples came to Jesus pri-
vately, and said, “Why weren’t we able to
cast it out?”

20He said to them, “Because of your un-
belief. For most certainly I tell you, if you
have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you

† 17:2 or, transfigured



Matthew 17:21 1256 Matthew 18:17

will tell this mountain, ‘Move from here to
there,’ and it will move; and nothing will
be impossible for you.

21 But this kind doesn’t go out except by
prayer and fasting.” ‡

22While they were staying in Galilee, Je-
sus said to them, “The Son of Man is about
to be delivered up into the hands of men,

23 and they will kill him, and the third
day he will be raised up.”
They were exceedingly sorry.
24 When they had come to Capernaum,

those who collected the didrachma coins§
came to Peter, and said, “Doesn’t your
teacher pay the didrachma?”

25He said, “Yes.”
When he came into the house, Jesus an-

ticipated him, saying, “What do you think,
Simon? From whom do the kings of the
earth receive toll or tribute? From their
children, or from strangers?”

26Peter said to him, “From strangers.”
Jesus said to him, “Therefore the chil-

dren are exempt.
27But, lest we cause them to stumble, go

to the sea, cast a hook, and take up the first
fish that comesup. Whenyouhaveopened
itsmouth, youwill find a stater coin.† Take
that, and give it to them for me and you.”

18
1 In that hour the disciples came to Jesus,

saying, “Who then is greatest in the King-
dom of Heaven?”

2 Jesus called a little child to himself, and
set him in themiddle of them

3 and said, “Most certainly I tell you, un-
less you turn andbecomeas little children,
you will in no way enter into the Kingdom
of Heaven.

4Whoever therefore humbles himself as
this little child is the greatest in the King-
dom of Heaven.

5Whoever receives one such little child
inmy name receives me,

6 but whoever causes one of these lit-
tle ones who believe in me to stumble, it
would be better for him if a hugemillstone
were hung around his neck and that he
were sunk in the depths of the sea.

7 “Woe to theworld because of occasions
of stumbling! For it must be that the occa-
sions come, butwoe to thatperson through
whom the occasion comes!

8 If your hand or your foot causes you to
stumble, cut it off and cast it from you. It is
better for you to enter into life maimed or
crippled, rather than having two hands or
two feet to be cast into the eternal fire.

9 If your eye causes you to stumble, pluck
it out and cast it from you. It is better for
you to enter into life with one eye, rather
than having two eyes to be cast into the
Gehenna† of fire.

10See that you don’t despise one of these
little ones, for I tell you that inheaven their
angels always see the face of my Father
who is in heaven.

11 For the Son of Man came to save that
which was lost.‡

12 “What do you think? If a man has
one hundred sheep, and one of them goes
astray, doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine, go
to the mountains, and seek that which has
gone astray?

13 If he finds it, most certainly I tell you,
he rejoices over it more than over the
ninety-nine which have not gone astray.

14Even so it is not thewill of your Father
who is in heaven that one of these little
ones should perish.

15 “If your brother sins against you, go,
show him his fault between you and him
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained
back your brother.

16 But if he doesn’t listen, take one or
two more with you, that at the mouth of
two or three witnesses every wordmay be
established.*

17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it
to the assembly. If he refuses to hear the

‡ 17:21 NU omits verse 21. § 17:24 A didrachma is a Greek silver coin worth 2 drachmas, about as much as 2
Roman denarii, or about 2 days’wages. It was commonly used to pay the half-shekel temple tax, because 2 drachmas
wereworthonehalf shekel of silver. A shekel is about 10 gramsor about 0.35 ounces. † 17:27Astater is a silver coin
equivalent to fourAttic or twoAlexandriandrachmas, or a Jewish shekel: just exactly enough to cover thehalf-shekel
temple tax for twopeople. Ashekel is about10gramsorabout0.35ounces, usually in the formofasilver coin. † 18:9
or, Hell ‡ 18:11NU omits verse 11. * 18:16 Deuteronomy 19:15
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assemblyalso, lethimbe toyouasaGentile
or a tax collector.

18 Most certainly I tell you, whatever
things you bind on earth will have been
bound inheaven, andwhatever things you
release on earthwill have been released in
heaven.

19Again, assuredly I tell you, that if two
of youwill agree on earth concerning any-
thing that they will ask, it will be done for
them bymy Father who is in heaven.

20 For where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there I am in the
middle of them.”

21 Then Peter came and said to him,
“Lord, how often shall my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? Until seven
times?”

22 Jesus said to him, “I don’t tell you
until seven times, but, until seventy times
seven.

23 Therefore the Kingdom of Heaven is
like a certain king who wanted to settle
accounts with his servants.

24When he had begun to settle, one was
brought to him who owed him ten thou-
sand talents.§

25 But because he couldn’t pay, his lord
commanded him to be sold, with his wife,
his children, and all that he had, and pay-
ment to bemade.

26 The servant therefore fell down and
knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, have pa-
tience withme, and I will repay you all!’

27 The lord of that servant, being moved
with compassion, released him and for-
gave him the debt.

28 “But that servant went out and found
one of his fellow servants who owed him
onehundreddenarii,† andhe grabbedhim
and tookhimby the throat, saying, ‘Payme
what you owe!’

29 “So his fellow servant fell down at
his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have pa-
tience withme, and I will repay you!’

30He would not, but went and cast him
into prison until he should pay back that
which was due.

31 So when his fellow servants sawwhat
was done, they were exceedingly sorry,
and came and told their lord all that was
done.

32Then his lord called him in and said to
him, ‘Youwicked servant! I forgave you all
that debt because you beggedme.

33Shouldn’t you also have hadmercy on
your fellow servant, even as I had mercy
on you?’

34His lord was angry, and delivered him
to the tormentors until he should pay all
that was due to him.

35 So my heavenly Father will also do to
you, if you don’t each forgive your brother
from your hearts for his misdeeds.”

19
1When Jesus had finished these words,

he departed from Galilee and came into
the borders of Judea beyond the Jordan.

2Great multitudes followed him, and he
healed them there.

3Pharisees came to him, testing him and
saying, “Is it lawful for aman todivorcehis
wife for any reason?”

4Heanswered, “Haven’t youread thathe
whomade them from the beginningmade
themmale and female,*

5 and said, ‘For this cause a man shall
leave his father and mother, and shall be
joined to his wife; and the two shall be-
come one flesh’?*

6 So that they are no more two, but one
flesh. What therefore God has joined to-
gether, don’t let man tear apart.”

7 They asked him, “Why then did Moses
command us to give her a certificate of
divorce and divorce her?”

8He said to them, “Moses, because of the
hardness of your hearts, allowed you to di-
vorce your wives, but from the beginning
it has not been so.

9 I tell you that whoever divorces his
wife, except for sexual immorality, and
marries another, commits adultery; and
he who marries her when she is divorced
commits adultery.”

§ 18:24 Ten thousand talents (about 300 metric tons of silver) represents an extremely large sum of money,
equivalent to about 60,000,000 denarii, where one denarius was typical of one day’s wages for agricultural labor.
† 18:28 100 denarii was about one sixtieth of a talent, or about 500 grams (1.1 pounds) of silver. * 19:4 Genesis
1:27 * 19:5 Genesis 2:24
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10 His disciples said to him, “If this is
the case of the man with his wife, it is not
expedient to marry.”

11 But he said to them, “Not all men can
receive this saying, but those to whom it is
given.

12For there are eunuchs who were born
that way from their mother’s womb, and
there are eunuchs who were made eu-
nuchs bymen; and there are eunuchswho
made themselves eunuchs for the King-
dom of Heaven’s sake. He who is able to
receive it, let him receive it.”

13 Then little children were brought to
him that he should lay his hands on them
and pray; and the disciples rebuked them.

14 But Jesus said, “Allow the little chil-
dren, and don’t forbid them to come tome;
for theKingdomofHeavenbelongs to ones
like these.”

15 He laid his hands on them, and de-
parted from there.

16 Behold, one came to him and said,
“Good teacher, what good thing shall I do,
that I may have eternal life?”

17 He said to him, “Why do you call me
good?† No one is good but one, that is, God.
But if you want to enter into life, keep the
commandments.”

18He said to him, “Which ones?”
Jesus said, “ ‘You shall not murder.’ ‘You

shall not commit adultery.’ ‘You shall not
steal.’ ‘You shall not offer false testimony.’

19 ‘Honor your father and yourmother.’*
And, ‘You shall love yourneighbor as your-
self.’ ”*

20The young man said to him, “All these
things I have observed from my youth.
What do I still lack?”

21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be
perfect, go, sell what you have, and give
to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; and come, followme.”

22 But when the young man heard this,
hewent away sad, for hewas onewho had
great possessions.

23 Jesus said to his disciples, “Most cer-
tainly I say to you, a rich man will enter
into the Kingdom of Heaven with diffi-
culty.

24Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel
to go through a needle’s eye than for a rich
man to enter into God’s Kingdom.”

25When the disciples heard it, theywere
exceedinglyastonished, saying, “Whothen
can be saved?”

26 Looking at them, Jesus said, “With
men this is impossible, but with God all
things are possible.”

27 Then Peter answered, “Behold, we
have left everything and followed you.
What then will we have?”

28 Jesus said to them, “Most certainly I
tell you that youwho have followedme, in
the regenerationwhen the Son ofManwill
sit on the throne of his glory, you also will
sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel.

29 Everyone who has left houses, or
brothers, or sisters, or father, ormother, or
wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s
sake, will receive one hundred times, and
will inherit eternal life.

30Butmanywill be lastwhoarefirst, and
first who are last.

20
1 “For the Kingdom of Heaven is like a

man who was the master of a household,
who went out early in the morning to hire
laborers for his vineyard.

2When he had agreed with the laborers
for a denarius† a day, he sent them into his
vineyard.

3He went out about the third hour,‡ and
saw others standing idle in the market-
place.

4 He said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard, and whatever is right I will give
you.’ So they went their way.

5Again he went out about the sixth and
the ninth hour,§ and did likewise.

† 19:17 SoMT and TR. NU reads “Whydo you askme aboutwhat is good?” * 19:19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy
5:16-20 * 19:19 Leviticus 19:18 † 20:2 A denarius is a silver Roman coin worth 1/25th of a Roman aureus. This
was a commonwage for a day of farm labor. ‡ 20:3 Time was measured from sunrise to sunset, so the third hour
would be about 9:00 a.m. § 20:5 noon and 3:00 p.m. † 20:6 5:00 p.m.
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6 About the eleventh hour† he went out
and found others standing idle. He said to
them, ‘Whydoyoustandhereall day idle?’

7 “They said to him, ‘Because no one has
hired us.’

“He said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard, and youwill receivewhatever is
right.’

8 “When evening had come, the lord of
the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the
laborers and pay them their wages, begin-
ning from the last to the first.’

9 “When those who were hired at about
the eleventh hour came, they each re-
ceived a denarius.

10 When the first came, they supposed
that they would receive more; and they
likewise each received a denarius.

11 When they received it, they mur-
mured against the master of the house-
hold,

12 saying, ‘These last have spent one
hour, and you havemade them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the day and
the scorching heat!’

13“Butheansweredoneof them, ‘Friend,
I amdoing you nowrong. Didn’t you agree
withme for a denarius?

14 Take that which is yours, and go your
way. It is my desire to give to this last just
as much as to you.

15 Isn’t it lawful forme to dowhat I want
to with what I own? Or is your eye evil,
because I am good?’

16 So the last will be first, and the first
last. For many are called, but few are
chosen.”

17As Jesuswas going up to Jerusalem, he
took the twelve disciples aside, and on the
way he said to them,

18 “Behold,we are going up to Jerusalem,
and the Son of Man will be delivered to
the chief priests and scribes, and they will
condemn him to death,

19andwill hand him over to the Gentiles
tomock, to scourge, and to crucify; and the
third day he will be raised up.”

20 Then the mother of the sons of
Zebedee came to him with her sons,
kneeling and asking a certain thing of him.

21He said to her, “What do you want?”

She said to him, “Command that these,
my two sons, may sit, one on your right
hand and one on your left hand, in your
Kingdom.”

22 But Jesus answered, “You don’t know
what you are asking. Are you able to drink
the cup that I am about to drink, and be
baptized with the baptism that I am bap-
tized with?”
They said to him, “We are able.”
23Hesaid to them, “Youwill indeeddrink

my cup, and be baptized with the baptism
that I am baptized with; but to sit on my
right hand and onmy left hand is notmine
to give, but it is for whom it has been
prepared bymy Father.”

24 When the ten heard it, they were in-
dignant with the two brothers.

25 But Jesus summoned them, and said,
“You know that the rulers of the nations
lord it over them, and their great ones
exercise authority over them.

26 It shall not be so among you; but who-
ever desires to become great among you
shall be‡ your servant.

27Whoever desires to befirst among you
shall be your bondservant,

28 even as the Son of Man came not to be
served, but to serve, and to give his life as
a ransom for many.”

29As they went out from Jericho, a great
multitude followed him.

30 Behold, two blind men sitting by the
road,when theyheard that Jesuswaspass-
ing by, cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us,
you son of David!”

31 The multitude rebuked them, telling
them that they should be quiet, but they
cried out evenmore, “Lord, havemercy on
us, you son of David!”

32 Jesus stood still and called them, and
asked, “What do you want me to do for
you?”

33 They told him, “Lord, that our eyes
may be opened.”

34 Jesus, being moved with compassion,
touched their eyes; and immediately their
eyes received their sight, and they fol-
lowed him.

‡ 20:26 TR reads “let him be” instead of “shall be”
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21
1 When they came near to Jerusalem

and came to Bethsphage,† to the Mount of
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples,

2 saying to them, “Go into the village that
is opposite you, and immediately you will
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her.
Untie them and bring them tome.

3 If anyone says anything to you, you
shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and im-
mediately he will send them.”

4 All this was done that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken through the
prophet, saying,
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,

behold, your King comes to you,
humble, and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”*

6The disciples went and did just as Jesus
commanded them,

7 and brought the donkey and the colt
and laid their clothes on them; and he sat
on them.

8 A very great multitude spread their
clothes on the road. Others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the
road.

9 The multitudes who went in front of
him, and those who followed, kept shout-
ing, “Hosanna‡ to the sonofDavid! Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!” *

10When he had come into Jerusalem, all
the city was stirred up, saying, “Who is
this?”

11 The multitudes said, “This is the
prophet, Jesus, fromNazareth of Galilee.”

12 Jesus entered into the temple of God
and drove out all of those who sold and
bought in the temple, and overthrew the
money changers’ tables and the seats of
those who sold the doves.

13 He said to them, “It is written, ‘My
house shall be called a house of prayer,’*
but you havemade it a den of robbers!”*

14The lame and the blind came to him in
the temple, and he healed them.

15 But when the chief priests and the
scribes saw the wonderful things that he

did, and the children who were crying in
the templeand saying, “Hosanna to the son
of David!” they were indignant,

16 and said to him, “Do you hear what
these are saying?”
Jesus said to them, “Yes. Did you

never read, ‘Out of the mouth of children
and nursing babies, you have perfected
praise’?”*

17He left themandwent out of the city to
Bethany, and camped there.

18Now in themorning, as he returned to
the city, he was hungry.

19 Seeing a fig tree by the road, he came
to it and found nothing on it but leaves. He
said to it, “Let there be no fruit from you
forever!”
Immediately the fig tree withered away.
20 When the disciples saw it, they mar-

veled, saying, “How did the fig tree imme-
diately wither away?”

21 Jesus answered them, “Most certainly
I tell you, if you have faith and don’t doubt,
you will not only do what was done to the
fig tree, but even if you told thismountain,
‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ it would
be done.

22All things, whatever you ask in prayer,
believing, you will receive.”

23Whenhehadcome into the temple, the
chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching, and said,
“Bywhat authority do youdo these things?
Who gave you this authority?”

24 Jesus answered them, “I also will ask
you one question, which if you tell me, I
likewisewill tell youbywhat authority I do
these things.

25 The baptism of John, where was it
from? From heaven or frommen?”
They reasoned with themselves, saying,

“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask us,
‘Why then did you not believe him?’

26But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the
multitude, for all hold John as a prophet.”

27 They answered Jesus, and said, “We
don’t know.”

† 21:1 TR &NU read “Bethphage” instead of “Bethsphage” * 21:5 Zechariah 9:9 ‡ 21:9 “Hosanna”means “save
us” or “help us, we pray”. * 21:9 Psalms 118:26 * 21:13 Isaiah 56:7 * 21:13 Jeremiah 7:11 * 21:16 Psalms
8:2
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He also said to them, “Neither will I tell
you by what authority I do these things.

28 But what do you think? A man had
two sons, andhe came to thefirst, and said,
‘Son, go work today inmy vineyard.’

29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but after-
ward he changed his mind, and went.

30 He came to the second, and said the
same thing. He answered, ‘I’m going, sir,’
but he didn’t go.

31 Which of the two did the will of his
father?”
They said to him, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Most certainly I tell

you that the tax collectors and the pros-
titutes are entering into God’s Kingdom
before you.

32 For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you didn’t believe him;
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him. When you saw it, you didn’t
even repent afterward, that you might be-
lieve him.

33 “Hear another parable. There was a
manwhowasamaster of ahouseholdwho
planted a vineyard, set a hedge about it,
dug a wine press in it, built a tower, leased
it out to farmers, and went into another
country.

34 When the season for the fruit came
near, he sent his servants to the farmers to
receive his fruit.

35 The farmers took his servants, beat
one, killed another, and stoned another.

36 Again, he sent other servants more
than the first; and they treated them the
sameway.

37But afterward he sent to them his son,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’

38 But the farmers, when they saw the
son, said among themselves, ‘This is the
heir. Come, let’s kill him and seize his
inheritance.’

39So they took him and threwhim out of
the vineyard, then killed him.

40 When therefore the lord of the vine-
yard comes, what will he do to those farm-
ers?”

41 They told him, “He will miserably de-
stroy those miserable men, and will lease
out the vineyard to other farmerswhowill
give him the fruit in its season.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Didyounever read
in the Scriptures,
‘The stone which the builders rejected

wasmade the head of the corner.
This was from the Lord.

It is marvelous in our eyes’?*
43 “Therefore I tell you, God’s Kingdom

will be taken away from you and will be
given to a nation producing its fruit.

44He who falls on this stone will be bro-
ken to pieces, but on whomever it will fall,
it will scatter him as dust.”

45When the chief priests and the Phar-
isees heard his parables, they perceived
that he spoke about them.

46 When they sought to seize him, they
feared the multitudes, because they con-
sidered him to be a prophet.

22
1 Jesus answered and spoke to them

again in parables, saying,
2 “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a cer-

tain king, who made a wedding feast for
his son,

3 and sent out his servants to call those
whowere invited to thewedding feast, but
they would not come.

4 Again he sent out other servants, say-
ing, ‘Tell those who are invited, “Behold, I
have prepared my dinner. My cattle and
my fatlings are killed, and all things are
ready. Come to the wedding feast!” ’

5But theymade light of it, andwent their
ways, one to his own farm, another to his
merchandise;

6 and the rest grabbed his servants,
treated them shamefully, and killed them.

7When the king heard that, he was an-
gry, and sent his armies, destroyed those
murderers, and burned their city.

8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘Thewed-
ding is ready, but those who were invited
weren’t worthy.

9Go therefore to the intersections of the
highways, and as many as you may find,
invite to the wedding feast.’

10Those servants went out into the high-
ways and gathered together as many as

* 21:42 Psalms 118:22-23
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they found, both bad and good. The wed-
ding was filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in to see the
guests, he sawthereamanwhodidn’t have
on wedding clothing,

12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did
you come in here not wearing wedding
clothing?’ Hewas speechless.

13 Then the king said to the servants,
‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away,
and throw him into the outer darkness.
That is where theweeping and grinding of
teeth will be.’

14Formany are called, but few chosen.”
15 Then the Pharisees went and took

counsel how they might entrap him in his
talk.

16They sent their disciples to him, along
with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that you are honest, and teach the
way of God in truth, no matter whom you
teach; for you aren’t partial to anyone.

17 Tell us therefore, what do you think?
Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”

18But Jesus perceived their wickedness,
and said, “Why do you test me, you hyp-
ocrites?

19 Showme the taxmoney.”
They brought to him a denarius.
20He asked them, “Whose is this image

and inscription?”
21They said to him, “Caesar’s.”
Then he said to them, “Give therefore to

Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to
God the things that are God’s.”

22 When they heard it, they marveled,
and left him andwent away.

23On that day Sadducees (those who say
that there is no resurrection) came to him.
They asked him,

24 saying, “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a man
dies, having no children, his brother shall
marry his wife and raise up offspring† for
his brother.’

25Now there were with us seven broth-
ers. Thefirstmarriedanddied, andhaving
no offspring left his wife to his brother.

26 In the same way, the second also, and
the third, to the seventh.

27After them all, the woman died.

28 In the resurrection therefore, whose
wife will she be of the seven? For they all
had her.”

29 But Jesus answered them, “You are
mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures, nor
the power of God.

30 For in the resurrection they neither
marry nor are given in marriage, but are
like God’s angels in heaven.

31But concerning the resurrection of the
dead, haven’t you read that which was
spoken to you by God, saying,

32 ‘I am theGod of Abraham, and theGod
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?* God is not
the God of the dead, but of the living.”

33 When the multitudes heard it, they
were astonished at his teaching.

34 But the Pharisees, when they heard
that he had silenced the Sadducees, gath-
ered themselves together.

35 One of them, a lawyer, asked him a
question, testing him.

36 “Teacher, which is the greatest com-
mandment in the law?”

37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the
Lord your Godwith all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all yourmind.’*

38 This is the first and great command-
ment.

39 A second likewise is this, ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.’*

40 The whole law and the prophets de-
pend on these two commandments.”

41 Now while the Pharisees were gath-
ered together, Jesus asked themaquestion,

42 saying, “What do you think of the
Christ? Whose son is he?”
They said to him, “Of David.”
43Hesaid to them, “HowthendoesDavid

in the Spirit call him Lord, saying,
44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord,

sit onmy right hand,
until I make your enemies a footstool
for your feet’?*

45 “If then David calls him Lord, how is
he his son?”

46Noonewasable toanswerhimaword,
neither did any man dare ask him any
more questions from that day forward.

† 22:24 or, seed * 22:32Exodus 3:6 * 22:37Deuteronomy 6:5 * 22:39Leviticus 19:18 * 22:44 Psalms 110:1
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23
1Then Jesus spoke to themultitudes and

to his disciples,
2 saying, “The scribes and the Pharisees

sit onMoses’ seat.
3All things therefore whatever they tell

you to observe, observe and do, but don’t
do their works; for they say, and don’t do.

4 For they bind heavy burdens that are
grievous to be borne, and lay them on
men’s shoulders; but they themselves will
not lift a finger to help them.

5But theydo all theirworks to be seenby
men. Theymake their phylacteries† broad
andenlarge the fringes‡of their garments,

6and love theplaceofhonorat feasts, the
best seats in the synagogues,

7 the salutations in the marketplaces,
and to be called ‘Rabbi, Rabbi’§ bymen.

8But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi’, for
one is your teacher, the Christ, and all of
you are brothers.

9 Call no man on the earth your fa-
ther, for one is your Father, he who is in
heaven.

10 Neither be called masters, for one is
yourmaster, the Christ.

11But he who is greatest among you will
be your servant.

12Whoever exalts himself will be hum-
bled, and whoever humbles himself will
be exalted.

13 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you devour widows’
houses, and as a pretense you make
long prayers. Therefore you will receive
greater condemnation.

14“Butwoe toyou, scribesandPharisees,
hypocrites! Because you shut up the King-
dom of Heaven against men; for you don’t
enter in yourselves, neither do you allow
those who are entering in to enter.†

15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you travel around by sea
and land tomake one proselyte; andwhen

he becomes one, you make him twice as
much a son of Gehenna‡ as yourselves.

16 “Woe to you, you blind guides, who
say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is
nothing; but whoever swears by the gold
of the temple, he is obligated.’

17 You blind fools! For which is greater,
the gold or the temple that sanctifies the
gold?

18 And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, it
is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift
that is on it, he is obligated.’

19 You blind fools! For which is greater,
the gift, or the altar that sanctifies the gift?

20He therefore who swears by the altar,
swears by it and by everything on it.

21He who swears by the temple, swears
by it andbyhimwhohasbeen living§ in it.

22He who swears by heaven, swears by
the throne of God and by him who sits on
it.

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and
cumin,† and have left undone the weight-
ier matters of the law: justice, mercy, and
faith. But you ought to have done these,
and not to have left the other undone.

24 You blind guides, who strain out a
gnat, and swallow a camel!

25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you clean the outside of
the cup and of the platter, but within they
are full of extortion and unrighteousness.‡

26 You blind Pharisee, first clean the in-
side of the cup and of the platter, that its
outside may become clean also.

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you are like whitened
tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful,
but inwardly are full of dead men’s bones
and of all uncleanness.

28 Even so you also outwardly appear
righteous tomen, but inwardlyyouare full
of hypocrisy and iniquity.

† 23:5 phylacteries (tefillin in Hebrew) are small leather pouches that some Jewishmenwear on their forehead and
arm in prayer. They are used to carry a small scroll with some Scripture in it. See Deuteronomy 6:8. ‡ 23:5 or,
tassels § 23:7 NU omits the second “Rabbi”. † 23:14 Some Greek texts reverse the order of verses 13 and 14,
and some omit verse 13, numbering verse 14 as 13. NU omits verse 14. ‡ 23:15 or, Hell § 23:21NU reads “lives”
† 23:23 cumin is an aromatic seed from Cuminum cyminum, resembling caraway in flavor and appearance. It is
used as a spice. ‡ 23:25 TR reads “self-indulgence” instead of “unrighteousness”
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29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you build the tombs of
the prophets anddecorate the tombs of the
righteous,

30 and say, ‘If we had lived in the days
of our fathers, we wouldn’t have been
partakers with them in the blood of the
prophets.’

31 Therefore you testify to yourselves
that you are children of those who killed
the prophets.

32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fa-
thers.

33 You serpents, you offspring of vipers,
how will you escape the judgment of
Gehenna?§

34 Therefore, behold, I send to you
prophets, wise men, and scribes. Some of
themyouwill kill and crucify; and some of
them you will scourge in your synagogues
and persecute from city to city,

35 that onyoumay comeall the righteous
blood shed on the earth, from the blood of
righteous Abel to the blood of Zachariah
son of Barachiah, whom you killed be-
tween the sanctuary and the altar.

36 Most certainly I tell you, all these
things will come upon this generation.

37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent
to her! How often I would have gathered
your children together, even as a hen gath-
ers her chicks under her wings, and you
would not!

38Behold, your house is left to you deso-
late.

39For I tell you, youwill not seeme from
now on, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”*

24
1 Jesus went out from the temple, and

was going on his way. His disciples came
to him to show him the buildings of the
temple.

2 But he answered them, “You see all of
these things, don’t you? Most certainly
I tell you, there will not be left here one
stone on another, that will not be thrown
down.”

3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the
disciples came to him privately, saying,
“Tell us, when will these things be? What
is the sign of your coming, and of the end
of the age?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Be careful that
no one leads you astray.

5 For many will come in my name, say-
ing, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will lead many
astray.

6 You will hear of wars and rumors of
wars. See that you aren’t troubled, for all
this must happen, but the end is not yet.

7For nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom; and there will
be famines, plagues, and earthquakes in
various places.

8But all these things are the beginning of
birth pains.

9 “Then they will deliver you up to op-
pression and will kill you. You will be
hated by all of the nations for my name’s
sake.

10 Then many will stumble, and will de-
liver up one another, and will hate one
another.

11Many falseprophetswill arise andwill
leadmany astray.

12 Because iniquity will be multiplied,
the love of manywill grow cold.

13But he who endures to the end will be
saved.

14 This Good News of the Kingdom will
be preached in the whole world for a tes-
timony to all the nations, and then the end
will come.

15 “When, therefore, you see the abom-
ination of desolation,* which was spoken
of through Daniel the prophet, standing in
the holy place (let the reader understand),

16 then let those who are in Judea flee to
themountains.

17Let himwho is on the housetop not go
down to take out the things that are in his
house.

18 Let him who is in the field not return
back to get his clothes.

19 But woe to those who are with child
and to nursingmothers in those days!

§ 23:33 or, Hell * 23:39 Psalms 118:26 * 24:15 Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11
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20 Pray that your flight will not be in the
winter nor on a Sabbath,

21 for then there will be great suffering,†
such as has not been from the beginning of
the world until now, no, nor ever will be.

22Unless those days hadbeen shortened,
no flesh would have been saved. But for
the sake of the chosen ones, those dayswill
be shortened.

23 “Then if any man tells you, ‘Behold,
here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There!’ don’t be-
lieve it.

24 For false christs and false prophets
will arise, and they will show great signs
and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possi-
ble, even the chosen ones.

25 “Behold, I have told you beforehand.
26 “If therefore they tell you, ‘Behold,

he is in the wilderness,’ don’t go out; or
‘Behold, he is in the inner rooms,’ don’t
believe it.

27 For as the lightning flashes from the
east, and is seen even to the west, so will
the coming of the Son of Man be.

28 For wherever the carcass is, that is
where the vultures‡ gather together.

29 “But immediately after the suffering§
of those days, the sunwill be darkened, the
moon will not give its light, the stars will
fall from the sky, and the powers of the
heavens will be shaken;*

30 and then the sign of the Son of Man
will appear in the sky. Then all the tribes
of the earth will mourn, and they will see
the Son ofMan coming on the clouds of the
sky with power and great glory.

31Hewill sendouthis angelswith a great
sound of a trumpet, and they will gather
together his chosen ones from the four
winds, fromone endof the sky to the other.

32 “Now from the fig tree learn this para-
ble: When its branch has now become
tender and produces its leaves, you know
that the summer is near.

33 Even so you also, when you see all
these things, know that he is near, even at
the doors.

34 Most certainly I tell you, this gener-
ation† will not pass away until all these
things are accomplished.

35Heaven and earth will pass away, but
mywords will not pass away.

36 “But no one knows of that day and
hour, not even the angels of heaven,‡ but
my Father only.

37 As the days of Noah were, so will the
coming of the Son of Man be.

38For as in thosedayswhichwerebefore
the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving inmarriage, until the
day that Noah entered into the ship,

39 and they didn’t know until the flood
came and took them all away, so will the
coming of the Son of Man be.

40Then twomen will be in the field: one
will be taken and one will be left.

41 Two women will be grinding at the
mill: onewill be taken and onewill be left.

42Watch therefore, foryoudon’t knowin
what hour your Lord comes.

43 But know this, that if the master of
the house had known inwhat watch of the
night the thief was coming, he would have
watched, and would not have allowed his
house to be broken into.

44Therefore also be ready, for in anhour
that you don’t expect, the Son of Man will
come.

45 “Who then is the faithful and wise
servant, whom his lord has set over his
household, to give them their food in due
season?

46 Blessed is that servant whom his lord
finds doing so when he comes.

47Most certainly I tell you that hewill set
him over all that he has.

48But if that evil servant should say inhis
heart, ‘My lord is delaying his coming,’

49and begins to beat his fellow servants,
and eat and drink with the drunkards,

50 the lord of that servant will come in
a day when he doesn’t expect it and in an
hour when he doesn’t know it,

51andwill cut him in pieces and appoint
his portion with the hypocrites. That is
where the weeping and grinding of teeth
will be.

† 24:21 or, oppression ‡ 24:28 or, eagles § 24:29 or, oppression * 24:29 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4 † 24:34 The
word for “generation” (genea) can also be translated as “race.” ‡ 24:36NU adds “nor the son”
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25
1 “Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be

like ten virgins who took their lamps and
went out to meet the bridegroom.

2 Five of them were foolish, and five
were wise.

3 Those who were foolish, when they
took their lamps, took no oil with them,

4 but the wise took oil in their vessels
with their lamps.

5 Now while the bridegroom delayed,
they all slumbered and slept.

6 But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Be-
hold! The bridegroom is coming! Come
out to meet him!’

7 Then all those virgins arose, and
trimmed their lamps.†

8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us
some of your oil, for our lamps are going
out.’

9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘What
if there isn’t enough for us and you? You
go rather to those who sell, and buy for
yourselves.’

10 While they went away to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those who were
ready went in with him to the wedding
feast, and the door was shut.

11Afterward the other virgins also came,
saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us.’

12But he answered, ‘Most certainly I tell
you, I don’t know you.’

13 Watch therefore, for you don’t know
the day nor the hour in which the Son of
Man is coming.

14 “For it is like aman going into another
country, who called his own servants and
entrusted his goods to them.

15To one he gave five talents,‡ to another
two, to another one, to each according
to his own ability. Then he went on his
journey.

16 Immediately he who received the five
talents went and traded with them, and
made another five talents.

17 In the same way, he also who got the
two gained another two.

18 But he who received the one talent
went awayanddug in the earth andhidhis
lord’s money.

19“Nowaftera long time the lordof those
servants came, and settled accounts with
them.

20Hewho received the five talents came
and brought another five talents, saying,
‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents.
Behold, I have gained another five talents
in addition to them.’

21 “His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant. You have been faith-
ful over a few things, I will set you over
many things. Enter into the joy of your
lord.’

22 “He also who got the two talents came
and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two
talents. Behold, I have gained another two
talents in addition to them.’

23 “His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant. You have been faith-
ful over a few things. I will set you over
many things. Enter into the joy of your
lord.’

24 “He also who had received the one
talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you
that you are a hard man, reaping where
you didn’t sow, and gathering where you
didn’t scatter.

25 I was afraid, and went away and hid
your talent in the earth. Behold, you have
what is yours.’

26 “But his lord answered him, ‘You
wicked and slothful servant. You knew
that I reap where I didn’t sow, and gather
where I didn’t scatter.

27You ought therefore to have deposited
my money with the bankers, and at my
coming I should have received back my
ownwith interest.

28 Take away therefore the talent from
him and give it to him who has the ten
talents.

29For to everyonewho haswill be given,
and hewill have abundance, but fromhim
who doesn’t have, even that which he has
will be taken away.

† 25:7 The end of the wick of an oil lamp needs to be cut off periodically to avoid having it become clogged with
carbon deposits. The wick height is also adjusted so that the flame burns evenly and gives good light without
producing a lot of smoke. ‡ 25:15 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds (usually used to weigh silver unless
otherwise specified)
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30 Throw out the unprofitable servant
into the outer darkness, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

31 “But when the Son of Man comes in
his glory, and all the holy angels with him,
then he will sit on the throne of his glory.

32Before himall the nationswill be gath-
ered, and he will separate them one from
another, as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats.

33Hewill set the sheep onhis right hand,
but the goats on the left.

34 Then the King will tell those on his
right hand, ‘Come, blessed ofmyFather, in-
herit the Kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world;

35 for Iwashungryandyougaveme food
to eat. Iwas thirsty andyou gavemedrink.
I was a stranger and you tookme in.

36 I was naked and you clothedme. I was
sick and you visited me. I was in prison
and you came tome.’

37 “Then the righteous will answer him,
saying, ‘Lord, when didwe see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you a
drink?

38Whendidwe see youas a stranger and
take you in, or naked and clothe you?

39When did we see you sick or in prison
and come to you?’

40 “The King will answer them, ‘Most
certainly I tell you, because you did it to
one of the least of these my brothers,§ you
did it to me.’

41 Then he will say also to those on the
left hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed,
into the eternal fire which is prepared for
the devil and his angels;

42 for I was hungry, and you didn’t give
me food to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave
me no drink;

43 I was a stranger, and you didn’t take
me in; naked, and you didn’t clothe me;
sick, and inprison, andyoudidn’t visitme.’

44 “Then they will also answer, saying,
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry, or
thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or
in prison, and didn’t help you?’

45 “Then he will answer them, saying,
‘Most certainly I tell you, because you
didn’t do it to one of the least of these, you
didn’t do it to me.’

46 These will go away into eternal pun-
ishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.”

26
1 When Jesus had finished all these

words, he said to his disciples,
2 “You know that after two days the

Passover is coming, and the Son of Man
will be delivered up to be crucified.”

3 Then the chief priests, the scribes, and
the elders of the people were gathered to-
gether in the court of the high priest, who
was called Caiaphas.

4 They took counsel together that they
might take Jesus by deceit and kill him.

5But they said, “Not during the feast, lest
a riot occur among the people.”

6Nowwhen Jesus was in Bethany, in the
house of Simon the leper,

7 a woman came to him having an al-
abaster jar of very expensive ointment,
and she poured it on his head as he sat at
the table.

8 But when his disciples saw this, they
were indignant, saying, “Why this waste?

9For this ointmentmight have been sold
for much and given to the poor.”

10 However, knowing this, Jesus said to
them, “Why do you trouble the woman?
She has done a good work for me.

11 For you always have the poor with
you, but you don’t always haveme.

12 For in pouring this ointment on my
body, she did it to prepareme for burial.

13Most certainly I tell you,wherever this
GoodNews ispreached in thewholeworld,
what this woman has done will also be
spoken of as amemorial of her.”

14Thenoneof the twelve,whowascalled
Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests

15 and said, “What are you willing to
give me if I deliver him to you?” So they
weighed out for him thirty pieces of silver.

§ 25:40 The word for “brothers” heremay be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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16From that time he sought opportunity
to betray him.

17 Now on the first day of unleavened
bread, the disciples came to Jesus, saying
to him, “Where do you want us to prepare
for you to eat the Passover?”

18 He said, “Go into the city to a cer-
tain person, and tell him, ‘The Teacher
says, “My time is at hand. I will keep
the Passover at your house with my disci-
ples.” ’ ”

19The disciples did as Jesus commanded
them, and they prepared the Passover.

20Now when evening had come, he was
reclining at the tablewith the twelve disci-
ples.

21 As they were eating, he said, “Most
certainly I tell you that one of you will
betrayme.”

22Theywere exceedingly sorrowful, and
each began to ask him, “It isn’t me, is it,
Lord?”

23 He answered, “He who dipped his
handwithme in the dish will betrayme.

24The Son of Man goes even as it is writ-
ten of him, but woe to that man through
whomtheSonofMan is betrayed! Itwould
be better for that man if he had not been
born.”

25 Judas, who betrayed him, answered,
“It isn’t me, is it, Rabbi?”
He said to him, “You said it.”
26As they were eating, Jesus took bread,

gave thanks for† it, and broke it. He gave to
the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this ismy
body.”

27He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave
to them, saying, “All of you drink it,

28 for this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for many
for the remission of sins.

29But I tell you that Iwill not drinkof this
fruit of the vine from now on, until that
day when I drink it anew with you in my
Father’s Kingdom.”

30 When they had sung a hymn, they
went out to theMount of Olives.

31 Then Jesus said to them, “All of you
will be made to stumble because of me
tonight, for it is written, ‘I will strike the

shepherd, and the sheepof theflockwill be
scattered.’*

32 But after I am raised up, I will go
before you into Galilee.”

33 But Peter answered him, “Even if all
will be made to stumble because of you, I
will never bemade to stumble.”

34 Jesus said to him, “Most certainly I tell
you that tonight, before the rooster crows,
you will denyme three times.”

35 Peter said to him, “Even if I must die
with you, I will not deny you.” All of the
disciples also said likewise.

36 Then Jesus came with them to a place
called Gethsemane, and said to his disci-
ples, “Sit here, while I go there and pray.”

37 He took with him Peter and the two
sonsofZebedee, andbegan tobe sorrowful
and severely troubled.

38 Then Jesus said to them, “My soul is
exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay
here and watch withme.”

39 He went forward a little, fell on his
face, and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it
is possible, let this cup pass away fromme;
nevertheless, not what I desire, but what
you desire.”

40 He came to the disciples and found
them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What,
couldn’t youwatchwithme for one hour?

41Watch and pray, that you don’t enter
into temptation. The spirit indeed is will-
ing, but the flesh is weak.”

42 Again, a second time he went away
and prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cup
can’t pass away from me unless I drink it,
your desire be done.”

43He came again and found them sleep-
ing, for their eyes were heavy.

44 He left them again, went away, and
prayed a third time, saying the same
words.

45Then he came to his disciples and said
to them, “Are you still sleeping and rest-
ing? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the
Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of
sinners.

46 Arise, let’s be going. Behold, he who
betrays me is at hand.”

† 26:26 TR reads “blessed” instead of “gave thanks for” * 26:31 Zechariah 13:7
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47 While he was still speaking, behold,
Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with
him a great multitude with swords and
clubs, from the chief priests and elders of
the people.

48Now he who betrayed him had given
them a sign, saying, “Whoever I kiss, he is
the one. Seize him.”

49 Immediately he came to Jesus, and
said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.

50 Jesus said tohim, “Friend,whyare you
here?”
Then they came and laid hands on Jesus,

and took him.
51 Behold, one of those who were with

Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his
sword, and struck the servant of the high
priest, and cut off his ear.

52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your
sword back into its place, for all thosewho
take the sword will die by the sword.

53Or do you think that I couldn’t ask my
Father, and he would even now send me
more than twelve legions of angels?

54How thenwould the Scriptures be ful-
filled that it must be so?”

55 In that hour Jesus said to the multi-
tudes, “Have you come out as against a
robberwith swords and clubs to seizeme?
I sat daily in the temple teaching, and you
didn’t arrest me.

56 But all this has happened that the
Scriptures of the prophets might be ful-
filled.”
Then all the disciples left him and fled.
57 Those who had taken Jesus led him

away to Caiaphas the high priest, where
the scribes and the elders were gathered
together.

58 But Peter followed him from a dis-
tance to the court of the high priest, and
entered in and sat with the officers, to see
the end.

59Now the chief priests, the elders, and
the whole council sought false testimony
against Jesus, that they might put him to
death,

60 and they found none. Even though
many false witnesses came forward, they
found none. But at last two false witnesses
came forward

61 and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to
destroy the temple ofGod, and tobuild it in
three days.’ ”

62 The high priest stood up and said to
him, “Have you no answer? What is this
that these testify against you?”

63But Jesus stayed silent. The high priest
answered him, “I adjure you by the living
God that you tell us whether you are the
Christ, the Son of God.”

64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so.
Nevertheless, I tell you, after this you will
see the Son ofMan sitting at the right hand
of Power, and coming on the clouds of the
sky.”

65 Then the high priest tore his clothing,
saying, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why
do we need any more witnesses? Behold,
now you have heard his blasphemy.

66What do you think?”
They answered, “He isworthy of death!”
67Then they spat inhis face andbeathim

with their fists, and some slapped him,
68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ!

Who hit you?”
69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the

court, and a maid came to him, saying,
“Youwere also with Jesus, the Galilean!”

70 But he denied it before them all, say-
ing, “I don’t know what you are talking
about.”

71When he had gone out onto the porch,
someone else saw him and said to those
who were there, “This man also was with
Jesus of Nazareth.”

72 Again he denied it with an oath, “I
don’t know theman.”

73After a little while those who stood by
came and said to Peter, “Surely you are
also one of them, for your speech makes
you known.”

74 Then he began to curse and to swear,
“I don’t know theman!”
Immediately the rooster crowed.
75 Peter remembered the word which

Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster
crows, you will deny me three times.”
Then he went out and wept bitterly.
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27
1 Now when morning had come, all the

chief priests and the elders of the people
took counsel against Jesus to put him to
death.

2 They bound him, led him away, and
deliveredhimup to Pontius Pilate, the gov-
ernor.

3 Then Judas, who betrayed him, when
he saw that Jesus was condemned, felt re-
morse, and brought back the thirty pieces
of silver to the chief priests and elders,

4saying, “I have sinned in that I betrayed
innocent blood.”
But theysaid, “What is that tous? Yousee

to it.”
5 He threw down the pieces of silver in

the sanctuary and departed. Then hewent
away and hanged himself.

6 The chief priests took the pieces of sil-
ver and said, “It’s not lawful to put them
into the treasury, since it is the price of
blood.”

7They took counsel, and bought the pot-
ter’s field with them to bury strangers in.

8 Therefore that field has been called
“The Field of Blood” to this day.

9 Then that which was spoken through
Jeremiah† the prophet was fulfilled, say-
ing,
“They took the thirty pieces of silver,

the price of him upon whom a price
had been set,

whom some of the children of Israel
priced,

10and they gave them for the potter’s field,
as the Lord commandedme.”*

11Now Jesus stood before the governor;
and the governor asked him, saying, “Are
you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus said to him, “So you say.”
12 When he was accused by the chief

priests and elders, he answered nothing.
13 Then Pilate said to him, “Don’t you

hear howmany things they testify against
you?”

14 He gave him no answer, not even
one word, so that the governor marveled
greatly.

15 Now at the feast the governor was
accustomed to release to themultitudeone
prisoner whom they desired.

16 They had then a notable prisoner
called Barabbas.

17 When therefore they were gathered
together, Pilate said to them, “Whom do
you want me to release to you? Barabbas,
or Jesus who is called Christ?”

18For he knew that because of envy they
had delivered him up.

19While he was sitting on the judgment
seat, his wife sent to him, saying, “Have
nothing to do with that righteous man, for
I have suffered many things today in a
dream because of him.”

20 Now the chief priests and the elders
persuaded themultitudes to ask for Barab-
bas and destroy Jesus.

21 But the governor answered them,
“Which of the two do you want me to re-
lease to you?”
They said, “Barabbas!”
22 Pilate said to them, “What then shall I

do to Jesus who is called Christ?”
They all said to him, “Let him be cruci-

fied!”
23 But the governor said, “Why? What

evil has he done?”
But they cried out exceedingly, saying,

“Let him be crucified!”
24 So when Pilate saw that nothing was

being gained, but rather that adisturbance
was starting, he took water and washed
his hands before the multitude, saying, “I
am innocent of the blood of this righteous
person. You see to it.”

25 All the people answered, “May his
blood be on us and on our children!”

26 Then he released Barabbas to them,
but Jesus he flogged and delivered to be
crucified.

27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Je-
sus into the Praetorium, and gathered the
whole garrison together against him.

28 They stripped him and put a scarlet
robe on him.

29 They braided a crown of thorns and
put it on his head, and a reed in his right
hand; and they kneeled down before him

† 27:9 somemanuscripts omit “Jeremiah” * 27:10 Zechariah 11:12-13; Jeremiah 19:1-13; 32:6-9
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andmocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!”

30 They spat on him, and took the reed
and struck him on the head.

31When theyhadmockedhim, they took
the robe off him, and put his clothes on
him, and led him away to crucify him.

32 As they came out, they found a man
of Cyrene, Simon by name, and they com-
pelled him to go with them, that he might
carry his cross.

33When they came to a place called “Gol-
gotha”, that is to say, “The place of a skull,”

34 they gave him sour wine‡ to drink
mixed with gall.§ When he had tasted it,
he would not drink.

35 When they had crucified him, they
divided his clothing among them, casting
lots,†

36and they sat and watched him there.
37 They set up over his head the accusa-

tion against him written, “THIS IS JESUS,
THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

38Then therewere tworobbers crucified
with him, one onhis right hand andone on
the left.

39 Those who passed by blasphemed
him, wagging their heads

40and saying, “Youwho destroy the tem-
ple and build it in three days, save your-
self! If you are the Son of God, come down
from the cross!”

41 Likewise the chief priests also mock-
ing with the scribes, the Pharisees,‡ and
the elders, said,

42 “He saved others, but he can’t save
himself. If he is the King of Israel, let him
come down from the cross now, and we
will believe in him.

43He trusts in God. Let God deliver him
now, if he wants him; for he said, ‘I am the
Son of God.’ ”

44 The robbers also who were crucified
with him cast on him the same reproach.

45 Now from the sixth hour§ there was
darkness over all the land until the ninth
hour.†

46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried
with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lima‡
sabachthani?” That is, “My God, my God,
why have you forsakenme?”*

47 Some of them who stood there, when
they heard it, said, “This man is calling
Elijah.”

48 Immediately one of them ran and took
a sponge, filled it with vinegar, put it on a
reed, and gave him a drink.

49 The rest said, “Let him be. Let’s see
whether Elijah comes to save him.”

50 Jesus cried again with a loud voice,
and yielded up his spirit.

51Behold, the veil of the templewas torn
in two from the top to the bottom. The
earth quaked and the rocks were split.

52 The tombs were opened, and many
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep
were raised;

53 and coming out of the tombs after his
resurrection, they entered into the holy
city and appeared to many.

54 Now the centurion and those who
were with him watching Jesus, when they
saw the earthquake and the things that
were done, were terrified, saying, “Truly
this was the Son of God!”

55 Many women were there watching
from afar, who had followed Jesus from
Galilee, serving him.

56 Among them were Mary Magdalene,
Mary the mother of James and Joses, and
themother of the sons of Zebedee.

57When evening had come, a rich man
fromArimathaeanamed Joseph,whohim-
self was also Jesus’ disciple, came.

58This man went to Pilate and asked for
Jesus’ body. Then Pilate commanded the
body to be given up.

59 Joseph took the body and wrapped it
in a clean linen cloth

60and laid it in his ownnew tomb,which
he had cut out in the rock. Then he rolled
a large stone against the door of the tomb,
and departed.

‡ 27:34 or, vinegar § 27:34 Gall is a bitter-tasting, dark green oil from a wormwood plant that is alcoholic in
its effect. † 27:35 TR adds “that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: ‘They dividedmy garments
among them, and formyclothing theycast lots;’ ” [seePsalms22:18and John19:24] ‡ 27:41TRomits “thePharisees”
§ 27:45 noon † 27:45 3:00 p.m. ‡ 27:46 TR reads “lama” instead of “lima” * 27:46 Psalms 22:1
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61 Mary Magdalene was there, and the
other Mary, sitting opposite the tomb.

62 Now on the next day, which was the
day after the Preparation Day, the chief
priests and the Pharisees were gathered
together to Pilate,

63 saying, “Sir, we remember what that
deceiver said while he was still alive: ‘Af-
ter three days I will rise again.’

64 Command therefore that the tomb be
made secure until the third day, lest per-
haps his disciples come at night and steal
him away, and tell the people, ‘He is risen
from the dead;’ and the last deception will
be worse than the first.”

65Pilate said to them, “You have a guard.
Go, make it as secure as you can.”

66So theywentwith the guard andmade
the tomb secure, sealing the stone.

28
1 Now after the Sabbath, as it began to

dawn on the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the otherMary came to see
the tomb.

2 Behold, there was a great earthquake,
for an angel of the Lord descended from
the sky and came and rolled away the
stone from the door and sat on it.

3His appearance was like lightning, and
his clothing white as snow.

4 For fear of him, the guards shook, and
became like deadmen.

5The angel answered thewomen, “Don’t
be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus,
who has been crucified.

6 He is not here, for he has risen, just
like he said. Come, see the placewhere the
Lord was lying.

7Goquickly and tell his disciples, ‘Hehas
risen from the dead, and behold, he goes
before you into Galilee; there you will see
him.’ Behold, I have told you.”

8 They departed quickly from the tomb
with fear andgreat joy, and ran tobringhis
disciples word.

9 As they went to tell his disciples, be-
hold, Jesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!”
They came and took hold of his feet, and

worshiped him.

10 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t be
afraid. Go tell my brothers † that they
should go into Galilee, and there they will
see me.”

11 Now while they were going, behold,
some of the guards came into the city and
told the chief priests all the things that had
happened.

12 When they were assembled with the
elders and had taken counsel, they gave a
large amount of silver to the soldiers,

13 saying, “Say that his disciples came by
night and stole him awaywhile we slept.

14 If this comes to the governor’s ears,we
will persuade him and make you free of
worry.”

15So they took themoneyanddid as they
were told. This saying was spread abroad
among the Jews, and continues until today.

16 But the eleven disciples went into
Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had
sent them.

17When they sawhim, theyboweddown
to him; but some doubted.

18 Jesus came to themand spoke to them,
saying, “All authority has been given tome
in heaven and on earth.

19Go‡ and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

20 teaching them to observe all things
that I commanded you. Behold, I am with
you always, even to the end of the age.”
Amen.

† 28:10 Theword for “brothers” heremay be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 28:19
TR and NU add “therefore”
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The Good News According to
Mark

1 The beginning of the Good News of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

2As it is written in the prophets,
“Behold,† I sendmymessengerbeforeyour

face,
who will prepare your way before
you:*

3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness,
‘Make ready the way of the Lord!
Make his paths straight!’ ”*

4 John came baptizing‡ in thewilderness
and preaching the baptism of repentance
for forgiveness of sins.

5All the country of Judea and all those of
Jerusalemwentout tohim. Theywerebap-
tized byhim in the Jordan river, confessing
their sins.

6 Johnwas clothedwith camel’s hair and
a leather belt around his waist. He ate
locusts and wild honey.

7He preached, saying, “After me comes
he who is mightier than I, the strap of
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop
down and loosen.

8 I baptized you in§ water, but he will
baptize you in the Holy Spirit.”

9 In those days, Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by
John in the Jordan.

10 Immediately coming up from the wa-
ter, he saw the heavens parting and the
Spirit descending on him like a dove.

11 A voice came out of the sky, “You
are my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.”

12 Immediately the Spirit drove him out
into the wilderness.

13 He was there in the wilderness forty
days, tempted by Satan. He was with the
wild animals; and the angels were serving
him.

14 Now after John was taken into cus-
tody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching
the Good News of God’s Kingdom,

15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and
God’s Kingdom is at hand! Repent, and
believe in the Good News.”

16 Passing along by the sea of Galilee,
he saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of
Simon, casting a net into the sea, for they
were fishermen.

17 Jesus said to them, “Come after me,
and I will make you into fishers for men.”

18 Immediately they left their nets, and
followed him.

19Going on a little further from there, he
saw James the son of Zebedee, and John
his brother, who were also in the boat
mending the nets.

20 Immediately he called them, and they
left their father, Zebedee, in the boat with
the hired servants, and went after him.

21 They went into Capernaum, and im-
mediately on the Sabbath day he entered
into the synagogue and taught.

22 They were astonished at his teaching,
for he taught them as having authority,
and not as the scribes.

23 Immediately there was in their syna-
gogueamanwith anunclean spirit, andhe
cried out,

24 saying, “Ha! What do we have to do
with you, Jesus, you Nazarene? Have you
come to destroy us? I know who you are:
the Holy One of God!”

25 Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet,
and come out of him!”

26 The unclean spirit, convulsing him
and crying with a loud voice, came out of
him.

27 They were all amazed, so that they
questioned among themselves, saying,
“What is this? A new teaching? For with
authority he commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey him!”

28 The report of him went out imme-
diately everywhere into all the region of
Galilee and its surrounding area.

† 1:2 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
* 1:2Malachi 3:1 * 1:3 Isaiah 40:3 ‡ 1:4 or, immersing § 1:8 The Greek word (en) translated here as “in”
could also be translated as “with” in some contexts.
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29 Immediately, when they had come out
of the synagogue, they came into thehouse
of Simon and Andrew, with James and
John.

30 Now Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick
with a fever, and immediately they told
him about her.

31He came and took her by the hand and
raised her up. The fever left her immedi-
ately,† and she served them.

32At evening, when the sun had set, they
brought tohimallwhowere sick and those
whowere possessed by demons.

33 All the city was gathered together at
the door.

34 He healed many who were sick
with various diseases and cast out many
demons. He didn’t allow the demons to
speak, because they knew him.

35 Early in the morning, while it was
still dark, he rose up and went out, and
departed into a deserted place, and prayed
there.

36 Simon and those who were with him
searched for him.

37They found him and told him, “Every-
one is looking for you.”

38 He said to them, “Let’s go elsewhere
into the next towns, that I may preach
there also, because I came out for this rea-
son.”

39 He went into their synagogues
throughout all Galilee, preaching and
casting out demons.

40 A leper came to him, begging him,
kneeling down to him, and saying to him,
“If you want to, you canmakeme clean.”

41 Being moved with compassion, he
stretched out his hand, and touched him,
andsaid tohim, “Iwant to. Bemadeclean.”

42 When he had said this, immediately
the leprosy departed fromhim and hewas
made clean.

43 He strictly warned him and immedi-
ately sent him out,

44 and said to him, “See that you say
nothing to anybody, but go show yourself
to the priest and offer for your cleansing
the things whichMoses commanded, for a
testimony to them.”

45 But he went out, and began to pro-
claim it much, and to spread about the
matter, so that Jesus could nomore openly
enter into a city, but was outside in desert
places. People came to him from every-
where.

2
1 When he entered again into Caper-

naumafter somedays, itwas heard that he
was at home.

2 Immediately many were gathered to-
gether, so that there was no more room,
not even around the door; and he spoke
the word to them.

3 Four people came, carrying a paralytic
to him.

4 When they could not come near to
him for the crowd, they removed the roof
where he was. When they had broken it
up, they let down themat that theparalytic
was lying on.

5 Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the par-
alytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.”

6 But there were some of the scribes sit-
ting there and reasoning in their hearts,

7“Whydoes thisman speakblasphemies
like that? Who can forgive sins but God
alone?”

8 Immediately Jesus, perceiving in his
spirit that they so reasoned within them-
selves, said to them, “Why do you reason
these things in your hearts?

9 Which is easier, to tell the paralytic,
‘Your sins are forgiven;’ or to say, ‘Arise,
and take up your bed, and walk’?

10 But that you may know that the Son
of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins”—he said to the paralytic—

11 “I tell you, arise, take up yourmat, and
go to your house.”

12Hearose, and immediately tookup the
mat and went out in front of them all, so
that they were all amazed and glorified
God, saying, “We never saw anything like
this!”

13He went out again by the seaside. All
the multitude came to him, and he taught
them.

14 As he passed by, he saw Levi the son
of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office. He

† 1:31NU omits “immediately”.
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said to him, “Followme.” Andhe arose and
followed him.

15 He was reclining at the table in his
house, and many tax collectors and sin-
ners sat downwith Jesus and his disciples,
for there were many, and they followed
him.

16 The scribes and the Pharisees, when
they saw that he was eating with the sin-
ners and tax collectors, said to his disci-
ples, “Why is it that he eats anddrinkswith
tax collectors and sinners?”

17When Jesus heard it, he said to them,
“Thosewho are healthy have no need for a
physician, but those who are sick. I came
not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.”

18 John’s disciples and the Pharisees
were fasting, and they came and asked
him, “Why do John’s disciples and the dis-
ciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disci-
ples don’t fast?”

19 Jesus said to them, “Can the grooms-
men fast while the bridegroom is with
them? As long as they have the bride-
groomwith them, they can’t fast.

20But thedayswill comewhen thebride-
groom will be taken away from them, and
then they will fast in that day.

21 No one sews a piece of unshrunk
cloth on an old garment, or else the patch
shrinks and the new tears away from the
old, and a worse hole is made.

22 No one puts new wine into old wine-
skins; or else the new wine will burst the
skins, and the wine pours out, and the
skins will be destroyed; but they put new
wine into fresh wineskins.”

23 He was going on the Sabbath day
through the grain fields; and his disciples
began, as they went, to pluck the ears of
grain.

24 The Pharisees said to him, “Behold,
why do they do that which is not lawful on
the Sabbath day?”

25He said to them, “Did you never read
what David did when he had need and
was hungry—he, and those whowere with
him?

26 How he entered into God’s house at
the time of Abiathar the high priest, and
ate the show bread, which is not lawful to

eat except for the priests, and gave also to
those whowere with him?”

27 He said to them, “The Sabbath was
made for man, not man for the Sabbath.

28Therefore the Son of Man is lord even
of the Sabbath.”

3
1 He entered again into the synagogue,

and there was a man there whose hand
was withered.

2 They watched him, whether he would
heal him on the Sabbath day, that they
might accuse him.

3 He said to the man whose hand was
withered, “Stand up.”

4 He said to them, “Is it lawful on the
Sabbath day to do good or to do harm? To
save a life or to kill?” But they were silent.

5 When he had looked around at them
with anger, being grieved at the hardening
of their hearts, he said to theman, “Stretch
out your hand.” He stretched it out, and
his hand was restored as healthy as the
other.

6 The Pharisees went out, and imme-
diately conspired with the Herodians
against him, how theymight destroy him.

7 Jesus withdrew to the sea with his dis-
ciples; and a great multitude followed him
from Galilee, from Judea,

8 from Jerusalem, from Idumaea, be-
yond the Jordan, and those from around
TyreandSidon. Agreatmultitude, hearing
what great things he did, came to him.

9 He spoke to his disciples that a little
boat should stay near him because of the
crowd, so that theywouldn’t press on him.

10 For he had healed many, so that as
many as had diseases pressed on him that
theymight touch him.

11 The unclean spirits, whenever they
saw him, fell down before him and cried,
“You are the Son of God!”

12 He sternly warned them that they
should not make him known.

13 He went up into the mountain and
called to himself those whom he wanted,
and they went to him.

14He appointed twelve, that they might
be with him, and that he might send them
out to preach
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15 and to have authority to heal sick-
nesses and to cast out demons:

16 Simon (to whom he gave the name
Peter);

17 James the son of Zebedee; and John,
the brother of James, (whom he called
Boanerges, which means, Sons of Thun-
der);

18 Andrew; Philip; Bartholomew;
Matthew; Thomas; James, the son of
Alphaeus; Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot;

19 and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed
him.
Then he came into a house.
20Themultitude came together again, so

that they could not so much as eat bread.
21When his friends heard it, they went

out to seize him; for they said, “He is in-
sane.”

22 The scribes who came down from
Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul,” and,
“By the prince of the demons he casts out
the demons.”

23He summoned them and said to them
in parables, “How can Satan cast out Sa-
tan?

24 If a kingdom is divided against itself,
that kingdom cannot stand.

25 If a house is divided against itself, that
house cannot stand.

26 If Satan has risen up against himself,
and is divided, he can’t stand, but has an
end.

27But no one can enter into the house of
the strong man to plunder unless he first
binds the strongman; thenhewill plunder
his house.

28 “Most certainly I tell you, all sins of
the descendants of man will be forgiven,
including their blasphemies with which
theymay blaspheme;

29 but whoever may blaspheme against
the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but
is subject to eternal condemnation.”†

30 —because they said, “He has an un-
clean spirit.”

31Hismotherandhisbrothers came, and
standing outside, they sent to him, calling
him.

32 A multitude was sitting around him,
and they told him, “Behold, your mother,

your brothers, and your sisters‡ are out-
side looking for you.”

33 He answered them, “Who are my
mother andmy brothers?”

34 Looking around at those who sat
around him, he said, “Behold, my mother
andmy brothers!

35Forwhoever does thewill of God ismy
brother, my sister, andmother.”

4
1Again he began to teach by the seaside.

A great multitude was gathered to him, so
that he entered into a boat in the sea and
sat down. All the multitude were on the
land by the sea.

2 He taught them many things in para-
bles, and told them in his teaching,

3 “Listen! Behold, the farmerwent out to
sow.

4Ashe sowed, some seed fell by the road,
and the birds† came and devoured it.

5Others fell on the rocky ground, where
it had little soil, and immediately it sprang
up, because it had no depth of soil.

6 When the sun had risen, it was
scorched; and because it had no root, it
withered away.

7 Others fell among the thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked it, and it
yielded no fruit.

8 Others fell into the good ground and
yielded fruit, growing up and increasing.
Some produced thirty times, some sixty
times, and some one hundred times as
much.”

9He said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let
him hear.”

10When he was alone, those who were
around him with the twelve asked him
about the parables.

11 He said to them, “To you is given the
mystery of God’s Kingdom, but to those
who are outside, all things are done in
parables,

12 that ‘seeing they may see and not per-
ceive, and hearing they may hear and not
understand, lest perhaps they should turn
again, and their sins should be forgiven
them.’ ”*

† 3:29NU reads, guilty of an eternal sin. ‡ 3:32 TR omits “your sisters” † 4:4 TR adds “of the air” * 4:12 Isaiah
6:9-10
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13 He said to them, “Don’t you under-
stand this parable? How will you under-
stand all of the parables?

14The farmer sows the word.
15 The ones by the road are the ones

where the word is sown; and when they
have heard, immediately Satan comes and
takes away thewordwhich has been sown
in them.

16 These in the same way are those who
are sown on the rocky places, who, when
they have heard the word, immediately
receive it with joy.

17 They have no root in themselves, but
are short-lived. When oppression or per-
secutionarisesbecauseof theword, imme-
diately they stumble.

18Others are thosewho are sown among
the thorns. These are those who have
heard the word,

19 and the cares of this age, and the de-
ceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other
things entering in choke the word, and it
becomes unfruitful.

20 Those which were sown on the good
ground are those who hear the word, ac-
cept it, and bear fruit, some thirty times,
some sixty times, and some one hundred
times.”

21He said to them, “Is a lamp brought to
be put under a basket ‡ or under a bed?
Isn’t it put on a stand?

22For there isnothinghiddenexcept that
it shouldbemadeknown, neitherwas any-
thing made secret but that it should come
to light.

23 If any man has ears to hear, let him
hear.”

24He said to them, “Take heed what you
hear. With whatever measure you mea-
sure, it will be measured to you; andmore
will be given to you who hear.

25 For whoever has, to him more will
be given; and he who doesn’t have, even
that which he has will be taken away from
him.”

26He said, “God’s Kingdom is as if a man
should cast seed on the earth,

27 and should sleep and rise night and
day, and the seed should spring up and

grow, though he doesn’t know how.
28For the earth bears fruit by itself: first

the blade, then the ear, then the full grain
in the ear.

29Butwhen the fruit is ripe, immediately
he puts in the sickle, because the harvest
has come.”

30 He said, “How will we liken God’s
Kingdom? Or with what parable will we
illustrate it?

31 It’s like a grainofmustard seed,which,
when it is sown in the earth, though it is
less thanall the seeds that areon theearth,

32 yet when it is sown, grows up and
becomes greater than all the herbs, and
puts out great branches, so that the birds
of the sky can lodge under its shadow.”

33Withmany such parables he spoke the
word to them, as they were able to hear it.

34 Without a parable he didn’t speak to
them; but privately to his own disciples he
explained everything.

35On that day, when evening had come,
he said to them, “Let’s go over to the other
side.”

36 Leaving the multitude, they took him
with them, even as he was, in the boat.
Other small boats were also with him.

37Abigwind stormarose, and thewaves
beat into the boat, so much that the boat
was already filled.

38He himself was in the stern, asleep on
the cushion; and they woke him up and
asked him, “Teacher, don’t you care that
we are dying?”

39He awoke and rebuked the wind, and
said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” The wind
ceased and there was a great calm.

40 He said to them, “Why are you so
afraid? How is it that you have no faith?”

41 They were greatly afraid and said to
one another, “Who then is this, that even
the wind and the sea obey him?”

5
1 They came to the other side of the sea,

into the country of the Gadarenes.
2 When he had come out of the boat,

immediately a man with an unclean spirit
met him out of the tombs.

‡ 4:21 literally, a modion, a drymeasuring basket containing about a peck (about 9 liters)
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3 He lived in the tombs. Nobody could
bind him anymore, not even with chains,

4because he had been often bound with
fetters and chains, and the chains had
been torn apart by him, and the fetters
broken in pieces. Nobody had the strength
to tame him.

5Always, night andday, in the tombsand
in the mountains, he was crying out, and
cutting himself with stones.

6 When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran
and bowed down to him,

7 and crying out with a loud voice, he
said, “What have I to do with you, Jesus,
youSonof theMostHighGod? I adjure you
by God, don’t torment me.”

8 For he said to him, “Come out of the
man, you unclean spirit!”

9He asked him, “What is your name?”
He said to him, “My name is Legion, for

we aremany.”
10 He begged him much that he would

not send them away out of the country.
11Now on themountainside there was a

great herd of pigs feeding.
12 All the demons begged him, saying,

“Send us into the pigs, that we may enter
into them.”

13 At once Jesus gave them permission.
The unclean spirits came out and entered
into the pigs. The herd of about two thou-
sand rushed down the steep bank into the
sea, and they were drowned in the sea.

14Thosewho fed the pigs fled, and told it
in the city and in the country.
The people came to see what it was that

had happened.
15They came to Jesus, and saw him who

had been possessed by demons sitting,
clothed, and in his right mind, even him
who had the legion; and they were afraid.

16 Those who saw it declared to them
what happened to himwhowas possessed
by demons, and about the pigs.

17They began to beg him to depart from
their region.

18 As he was entering into the boat,
he who had been possessed by demons
begged him that hemight be with him.

19 He didn’t allow him, but said to him,
“Go to your house, to your friends, and tell

them what great things the Lord has done
for you and how he hadmercy on you.”

20 He went his way, and began to pro-
claim in Decapolis how Jesus had done
great things for him, and everyone mar-
veled.

21When Jesus had crossed back over in
theboat to theother side, a greatmultitude
was gathered to him; and he was by the
sea.

22 Behold, one of the rulers of the syna-
gogue, Jairus by name, came; and seeing
him, he fell at his feet

23and begged himmuch, saying, “My lit-
tle daughter is at the point of death. Please
come and lay your hands on her, that she
may bemade healthy, and live.”

24He went with him, and a great multi-
tude followed him, and they pressed upon
him on all sides.

25A certainwomanwhohad a discharge
of blood for twelve years,

26 and had suffered many things by
many physicians, and had spent all that
she had, and was no better, but rather
grewworse,

27 having heard the things concerning
Jesus, came up behind him in the crowd
and touched his clothes.

28For she said, “If I just touch his clothes,
I will be made well.”

29 Immediately theflowof her bloodwas
dried up, and she felt in her body that she
was healed of her affliction.

30 Immediately Jesus, perceiving in him-
self that the power had gone out fromhim,
turned around in the crowd and asked,
“Who touchedmy clothes?”

31His disciples said to him, “You see the
multitude pressing against you, and you
say, ‘Who touchedme?’ ”

32He looked around to see her who had
done this thing.

33 But the woman, fearing and trem-
bling, knowingwhat had been done to her,
came and fell down before him, and told
him all the truth.

34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith
has made you well. Go in peace, and be
cured of your disease.”

35 While he was still speaking, people
came from the synagogue ruler’s house,
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saying, “Your daughter is dead. Why
bother the Teacher anymore?”

36But Jesus, when he heard themessage
spoken, immediately said to the ruler of
the synagogue, “Don’t be afraid, only be-
lieve.”

37 He allowed no one to follow him ex-
cept Peter, James, and John the brother of
James.

38 He came to the synagogue ruler’s
house, and he saw an uproar, weeping,
and great wailing.

39 When he had entered in, he said to
them, “Why do you make an uproar and
weep? The child is not dead, but is asleep.”

40They ridiculedhim. But he, havingput
them all out, took the father of the child,
hermother, and thosewhowerewith him,
and went in where the child was lying.

41Taking the childby thehand, he said to
her, “Talitha cumi!” which means, being
interpreted, “Girl, I tell you, get up!”

42 Immediately the girl rose up and
walked, for shewas twelve years old. They
were amazed with great amazement.

43 He strictly ordered them that no one
should know this, and commanded that
something should be given to her to eat.

6
1He went out from there. He came into

his owncountry, andhis disciples followed
him.

2When the Sabbath had come, he began
to teach in the synagogue, andmany hear-
ing him were astonished, saying, “Where
did thisman get these things?” and, “What
is the wisdom that is given to this man,
that suchmighty works come about by his
hands?

3 Isn’t this the carpenter, the son of Mary
and brother of James, Joses, Judah, and
Simon? Aren’t his sisters herewith us?” So
they were offended at him.

4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not
without honor, except in his own country,
and among his own relatives, and in his
own house.”

5 He could do no mighty work there,
except that he laid his hands on a few sick
people and healed them.

6Hemarveled because of their unbelief.

He went around the villages teaching.
7 He called to himself the twelve, and

began to send them out two by two; and
he gave them authority over the unclean
spirits.

8He commanded them that they should
take nothing for their journey, except a
staff only: no bread, no wallet, no money
in their purse,

9but towear sandals, and not put on two
tunics.

10He said to them, “Wherever you enter
into a house, stay there until you depart
from there.

11Whoeverwill not receive younorhear
you, asyoudepart fromthere, shakeoffthe
dust that is under your feet for a testimony
against them. Assuredly, I tell you, it will
be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomor-
rah in the day of judgment than for that
city!”

12They went out and preached that peo-
ple should repent.

13 They cast out many demons, and
anointedmanywith oil whowere sick and
healed them.

14 King Herod heard this, for his name
had become known, and he said, “John
the Baptizer has risen from the dead, and
therefore these powers are at work in
him.”

15 But others said, “He is Elijah.” Others
said, “He is a prophet, or like one of the
prophets.”

16 But Herod, when he heard this, said,
“This is John, whom I beheaded. He has
risen from the dead.”

17 For Herod himself had sent out and
arrested John and bound him in prison for
the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s
wife, for he hadmarried her.

18 For John had said to Herod, “It is not
lawful foryou tohaveyourbrother’swife.”

19 Herodias set herself against him and
desired to kill him, but she couldn’t,

20 for Herod feared John, knowing that
hewas a righteous and holyman, and kept
himsafe. Whenheheardhim, hedidmany
things, and he heard him gladly.

21 Then a convenient day came when
Herod on his birthday made a supper for
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his nobles, the high officers, and the chief
men of Galilee.

22 When the daughter of Herodias her-
self came in and danced, she pleased
Herod and those sittingwith him. The king
said to the young lady, “Ask me whatever
you want, and I will give it to you.”

23 He swore to her, “Whatever you ask
of me, I will give you, up to half of my
kingdom.”

24 She went out and said to her mother,
“What shall I ask?”
She said, “The head of John the Bap-

tizer.”
25She came in immediatelywithhaste to

the king and requested, “I want you to give
me right now thehead of John theBaptizer
on a platter.”

26 The king was exceedingly sorry, but
for the sake of his oaths and of his dinner
guests, he didn’t wish to refuse her.

27 Immediately the king sent out a sol-
dier of his guard and commanded to bring
John’s head; and he went and beheaded
him in the prison,

28and brought his head on a platter, and
gave it to the young lady; and the young
lady gave it to her mother.

29 When his disciples heard this, they
came and took up his corpse and laid it in
a tomb.

30 The apostles gathered themselves to-
gether to Jesus, and they told him all
things, whatever theyhaddone, andwhat-
ever they had taught.

31 He said to them, “Come away into a
deserted place, and rest awhile.” For there
were many coming and going, and they
had no leisure somuch as to eat.

32 They went away in the boat to a de-
serted place by themselves.

33 They† saw them going, and many rec-
ognized him and ran there on foot from all
the cities. They arrived before them and
came together to him.

34 Jesus came out, saw a greatmultitude,
and he had compassion on them because
they were like sheep without a shepherd;
and he began to teach themmany things.

35When it was late in the day, his disci-
ples came to him and said, “This place is
deserted, and it is late in the day.

36 Send them away, that they may go
into the surrounding country and villages
and buy themselves bread, for they have
nothing to eat.”

37But he answered them, “Yougive them
something to eat.”
They asked him, “Shall we go and buy

two hundred denarii‡ worth of bread and
give them something to eat?”

38He said to them, “Howmany loaves do
you have? Go see.”
When they knew, they said, “Five, and

two fish.”
39 He commanded them that everyone

should sit down in groups on the green
grass.

40 They sat down in ranks, by hundreds
and by fifties.

41 He took the five loaves and the two
fish; and looking up to heaven, he blessed
and broke the loaves, and he gave to his
disciples to setbefore them, andhedivided
the two fish among them all.

42They all ate and were filled.
43 They took up twelve baskets full of

broken pieces and also of the fish.
44 Those who ate the loaves were§ five

thousandmen.
45 Immediately hemade his disciples get

into the boat and go ahead to the other
side, to Bethsaida, while he himself sent
themultitude away.

46 After he had taken leave of them, he
went up themountain to pray.

47When evening had come, the boatwas
in the middle of the sea, and he was alone
on the land.

48 Seeing them distressed in rowing, for
the wind was contrary to them, about the
fourthwatch of the night he came to them,
walking on the sea; * and he would have
passed by them,

49 but they, when they saw him walking
on the sea, supposed that it was a ghost,
and cried out;

† 6:33 TR reads “The multitudes” instead of “They” ‡ 6:37 200 denarii was about 7 or 8 months wages for an
agricultural laborer. § 6:44 TR adds “about” * 6:48 See Job 9:8
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50 for they all saw him and were trou-
bled. But he immediately spokewith them
and said to them, “Cheer up! It is I!† Don’t
be afraid.”

51Hegot into theboatwith them; and the
wind ceased, and they were very amazed
among themselves, andmarveled;

52 for they hadn’t understood about the
loaves, but their hearts were hardened.

53 When they had crossed over, they
came to land at Gennesaret andmoored to
the shore.

54When they had come out of the boat,
immediately the people recognized him,

55andranaround thatwhole region, and
began to bring those who were sick on
their mats to where they heard he was.

56Whereverhe entered—into villages, or
into cities, or into the country—they laid
the sick in the marketplaces and begged
him that they might just touch the fringe‡
of his garment; and as many as touched
himweremade well.

7
1 Then the Pharisees and some of the

scribes gathered together to him, having
come from Jerusalem.

2 Now when they saw some of his dis-
ciples eating bread with defiled, that is
unwashed, hands, they found fault.

3 (For thePharisees andall the Jewsdon’t
eat unless they wash their hands and fore-
arms, holding to the tradition of the elders.

4 They don’t eat when they come from
the marketplace unless they bathe them-
selves, and there are many other things
which they have received to hold to: wash-
ings of cups, pitchers, bronze vessels, and
couches.)

5 The Pharisees and the scribes asked
him, “Why don’t your disciples walk ac-
cording to the tradition of the elders, but
eat their bread with unwashed hands?”

6 He answered them, “Well did Isaiah
prophesy of youhypocrites, as it iswritten,
‘This people honors mewith their lips,

but their heart is far fromme.

7They worshipme in vain,
teaching as doctrines the command-
ments of men.’*

8 “For you set aside the commandment
of God, and hold tightly to the tradition
of men—the washing of pitchers and cups,
and you domany other such things.”

9He said to them, “Fullwell do you reject
the commandment of God, that you may
keep your tradition.

10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father
and your mother;’* and, ‘He who speaks
evil of father or mother, let him be put to
death.’*

11 But you say, ‘If a man tells his father
or his mother, “Whatever profit youmight
have received fromme is Corban,” ’ ”† that
is to say, given to God,

12 “then you no longer allow him to do
anything for his father or his mother,

13making void the word of God by your
tradition which you have handed down.
You domany things like this.”

14He called all the multitude to himself
and said to them, “Hearme, all of you, and
understand.

15 There is nothing from outside of the
man that going intohimcandefilehim; but
the things which proceed out of the man
are those that defile theman.

16 If anyone has ears to hear, let him
hear!”‡

17 When he had entered into a house
away from the multitude, his disciples
asked him about the parable.

18He said to them, “Are you alsowithout
understanding? Don’t you perceive that
whatever goes into the man from outside
can’t defile him,

19 because it doesn’t go into his heart,
but into his stomach, then into the latrine,
making all foods clean?”§

20He said, “That which proceeds out of
theman, that defiles theman.

21 For from within, out of the hearts
of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries,
sexual sins, murders, thefts,

† 6:50 or, “I AM!” ‡ 6:56 or, tassel * 7:7 Isaiah 29:13 * 7:10 Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16 * 7:10 Exodus
21:17; Leviticus 20:9 † 7:11 Corban is a Hebrewword for an offering devoted to God. ‡ 7:16NU omits verse 16.
§ 7:19 NU ends Jesus’ direct quote and question after “latrine”, ending the verse with “Thus he declared all foods
clean.
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22 covetings, wickedness, deceit, lustful
desires, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, and
foolishness.

23All these evil things come fromwithin
and defile theman.”

24 From there he arose and went away
into the borders of Tyre and Sidon. He en-
tered into a house and didn’t want anyone
to know it, but he couldn’t escape notice.

25 For a woman whose little daughter
hadanuncleanspirit, havingheardofhim,
came and fell down at his feet.

26 Now the woman was a Greek, a Sy-
rophoenician by race. She begged him
that he would cast the demon out of her
daughter.

27But Jesus said to her, “Let the children
be filled first, for it is not appropriate to
take the children’s bread and throw it to
the dogs.”

28But she answered him, “Yes, Lord. Yet
even the dogs under the table eat the chil-
dren’s crumbs.”

29 He said to her, “For this saying, go
yourway. The demon has gone out of your
daughter.”

30 She went away to her house, and
found the child having been laid on the
bed, with the demon gone out.

31 Again he departed from the borders
of Tyre and Sidon, and came to the sea of
Galilee through themiddle of the region of
Decapolis.

32 They brought to him one who was
deaf andhad an impediment in his speech.
They begged him to lay his hand on him.

33He took him aside from the multitude
privately and put his fingers into his ears;
and he spat and touched his tongue.

34 Looking up to heaven, he sighed, and
said to him, “Ephphatha!” that is, “Be
opened!”

35 Immediately his ears were opened,
and the impediment of his tongue was re-
leased, and he spoke clearly.

36He commanded them that they should
tell no one, but the more he commanded
them, so much the more widely they pro-
claimed it.

37 They were astonished beyond mea-
sure, saying, “He has done all things well.
Hemakes even the deaf hear and themute
speak!”

8
1 In those days, when there was a very

great multitude, and they had nothing to
eat, Jesus calledhisdisciples tohimself and
said to them,

2 “I have compassion on the multitude,
because they have stayed with me now
three days and have nothing to eat.

3 If I send them away fasting to their
home, they will faint on the way, for some
of them have come a long way.”

4 His disciples answered him, “From
where could one satisfy these people with
bread here in a deserted place?”

5He asked them, “How many loaves do
you have?”
They said, “Seven.”
6 He commanded the multitude to sit

downon the ground, andhe took the seven
loaves. Having given thanks, he broke
them and gave them to his disciples to
serve, and they served themultitude.

7 They also had a few small fish. Having
blessed them, he said to serve these also.

8 They ate and were filled. They took up
seven baskets of broken pieces that were
left over.

9 Those who had eaten were about four
thousand. Then he sent them away.

10 Immediately he entered into the boat
with his disciples and came into the region
of Dalmanutha.

11 The Pharisees came out and began
to question him, seeking from him a sign
from heaven and testing him.

12He sighed deeply in his spirit and said,
“Why does this generation† seek a sign?
Most certainly I tell you, no sign will be
given to this generation.”

13He left them, and again entering into
the boat, departed to the other side.

14 They forgot to take bread; and they
didn’t have more than one loaf in the boat
with them.

† 8:12 The word translated “generation” here (genea) could also be translated “people”, “race”, or “family”.
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15He warned them, saying, “Take heed:
beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and
the yeast of Herod.”

16 They reasoned with one another, say-
ing, “It’s because we have no bread.”

17 Jesus, perceiving it, said to them, “Why
do you reason that it’s because you have
nobread? Don’t youperceive yet orunder-
stand? Is your heart still hardened?

18 Having eyes, don’t you see? Having
ears, don’t you hear? Don’t you remem-
ber?

19 When I broke the five loaves among
the five thousand, how many baskets full
of broken pieces did you take up?”
They told him, “Twelve.”
20 “When the seven loaves fed the four

thousand, how many baskets full of bro-
ken pieces did you take up?”
They told him, “Seven.”
21Heasked them, “Don’t youunderstand

yet?”
22He came to Bethsaida. They brought a

blindman to him and begged him to touch
him.

23He took hold of the blind man by the
hand, and brought him out of the village.
When he had spat on his eyes, and laid
his hands on him, he asked him if he saw
anything.

24He looked up, and said, “I seemen, but
I see them like walking trees.”

25 Then again he laid his hands on his
eyes. He looked intently, andwas restored,
and saw everyone clearly.

26He sent him away to his house, saying,
“Don’t enter into the village, nor tell any-
one in the village.”

27 Jesus went out, with his disciples, into
the villages of Caesarea Philippi. On the
way he asked his disciples, “Who do men
say that I am?”

28They told him, “John the Baptizer, and
others say Elijah, but others, one of the
prophets.”

29He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the Christ.”
30He commanded them that they should

tell no one about him.

31 He began to teach them that the Son
of Man must suffer many things, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests,
and the scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again.

32 He spoke to them openly. Peter took
him and began to rebuke him.

33But he, turning around and seeing his
disciples, rebuked Peter, and said, “Get be-
hind me, Satan! For you have in mind not
the things of God, but the things of men.”

34Hecalled themultitude tohimselfwith
his disciples and said to them, “Whoever
wants to come after me, let him deny him-
self, and take up his cross, and followme.

35Forwhoeverwants to save his life will
lose it; and whoever will lose his life for
mysakeand the sakeof theGoodNewswill
save it.

36 For what does it profit a man to gain
the whole world and forfeit his life?

37 For what will a man give in exchange
for his life?

38 For whoever will be ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, the Son of Man also will
be ashamed of him when he comes in his
Father’s glory with the holy angels.”

9
1 He said to them, “Most certainly I tell

you, thereare somestandingherewhowill
in no way taste death until they see God’s
Kingdom comewith power.”

2After six days Jesus tookwithhimPeter,
James, and John, and brought them up
onto a high mountain privately by them-
selves, and he was changed into another
form in front of them.

3His clothingbecameglistening, exceed-
ingly white, like snow, such as no laun-
derer on earth can whiten them.

4 Elijah and Moses appeared to them,
and they were talking with Jesus.

5Peter answered Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good
for us to be here. Let’s make three tents:
one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.”

6For he didn’t knowwhat to say, for they
were very afraid.



Mark 9:7 1284 Mark 9:37

7 A cloud came, overshadowing them,
and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is
my beloved Son. Listen to him.”

8 Suddenly looking around, they saw no
onewith themanymore, except Jesus only.

9 As they were coming down from the
mountain, he commanded them that they
should tell no one what things they had
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen
from the dead.

10 They kept this saying to themselves,
questioning what the “rising from the
dead”meant.

11 They asked him, saying, “Why do the
scribes say that Elijahmust come first?”

12He said to them, “Elijah indeed comes
first, and restores all things. How is it writ-
ten about the Son of Man, that he should
suffermany things and be despised?

13But I tell you that Elijah has come, and
they have also done to him whatever they
wanted to, even as it iswritten about him.”

14Coming to the disciples, he saw a great
multitude around them, and scribes ques-
tioning them.

15 Immediately all the multitude, when
they saw him, were greatly amazed, and
running to him, greeted him.

16 He asked the scribes, “What are you
asking them?”

17 One of the multitude answered,
“Teacher, I brought to you my son, who
has amute spirit;

18 and wherever it seizes him, it throws
him down; and he foams at the mouth,
grinds his teeth, and becomes rigid. I
asked your disciples to cast it out, and they
weren’t able.”

19 He answered him, “Unbelieving gen-
eration, how long shall I bewith you? How
long shall I bear with you? Bring him to
me.”

20Theybroughthimtohim, andwhenhe
sawhim, immediately the spirit convulsed
him and he fell on the ground, wallowing
and foaming at themouth.

21 He asked his father, “How long has
it been since this has been happening to
him?”
He said, “From childhood.
22Often it has cast him both into the fire

and into the water to destroy him. But if

you can do anything, have compassion on
us and help us.”

23 Jesus said to him, “If you can believe,
all things are possible to him who be-
lieves.”

24 Immediately the father of the child
cried out with tears, “I believe. Help my
unbelief!”

25When Jesus saw that amultitude came
running together, he rebuked the unclean
spirit, saying to him, “You mute and deaf
spirit, I command you, come out of him,
and never enter him again!”

26 After crying out and convulsing him
greatly, it came out of him. The boy be-
came like one dead, so much that most of
them said, “He is dead.”

27 But Jesus took him by the hand and
raised him up; and he arose.

28 When he had come into the house,
his disciples asked him privately, “Why
couldn’t we cast it out?”

29He said to them, “This kind can come
out by nothing but by prayer and fasting.”

30 They went out from there and passed
through Galilee. He didn’t want anyone to
know it,

31 for he was teaching his disciples, and
said to them, “The Son of Man is being
handed over to the hands ofmen, and they
will kill him; and when he is killed, on the
third day he will rise again.”

32But they didn’t understand the saying,
and were afraid to ask him.

33He came to Capernaum, and when he
was in the house he asked them, “What
were you arguing among yourselves on
the way?”

34But they were silent, for they had dis-
puted with one another on the way about
whowas the greatest.

35Hesatdownandcalled the twelve; and
he said to them, “If any man wants to be
first, he shall be last of all, and servant of
all.”

36He took a little child and set him in the
middle of them. Takinghim inhis arms, he
said to them,

37 “Whoever receives one such little
child in my name receives me; and who-
ever receives me, doesn’t receive me, but
himwho sent me.”
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38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw
someonewhodoesn’t followus casting out
demons in your name; and we forbade
him, because he doesn’t follow us.”

39 But Jesus said, “Don’t forbid him, for
there is no one who will do a mighty work
in my name and be able quickly to speak
evil of me.

40Forwhoever is not against us is on our
side.

41 For whoever will give you a cup of
water todrink inmynamebecauseyouare
Christ’s, most certainly I tell you, he will in
no way lose his reward.

42 “Whoever will cause one of these lit-
tle ones who believe in me to stumble, it
would be better for him if he were thrown
into the sea with a millstone hung around
his neck.

43 If your hand causes you to stumble,
cut it off. It is better for you to enter
into life maimed, rather than having your
two hands to go into Gehenna, † into the
unquenchable fire,

44 ‘where theirwormdoesn’t die, and the
fire is not quenched.’ *‡

45 If your foot causes you to stumble, cut
it off. It is better for you to enter into life
lame, rather than having your two feet to
be cast into Gehenna, § into the fire that
will never be quenched—

46 ‘where theirwormdoesn’t die, and the
fire is not quenched.’ †

47 If your eye causes you to stumble,
throw it out. It is better for you to enter
into God’s Kingdom with one eye, rather
than having two eyes to be cast into the
Gehenna‡ of fire,

48 ‘where theirwormdoesn’t die, and the
fire is not quenched.’ *

49 For everyone will be salted with fire,
and every sacrifice will be seasoned with
salt.

50 Salt is good, but if the salt has lost
its saltiness, with what will you season it?
Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace
with one another.”

10
1He arose from there and came into the

borders of Judea and beyond the Jordan.
Multitudes came together to him again.
As he usually did, he was again teaching
them.

2Pharisees came to him testing him, and
askedhim, “Is it lawful foraman todivorce
his wife?”

3 He answered, “What did Moses com-
mand you?”

4They said, “Moses allowed a certificate
of divorce to be written, and to divorce
her.”

5But Jesus said to them, “For your hard-
ness of heart, hewrote you this command-
ment.

6But from the beginning of the creation,
Godmade themmale and female.*

7 For this cause a man will leave his fa-
ther andmother, and will join to his wife,

8 and the two will become one flesh,* so
that they are no longer two, but one flesh.

9 What therefore God has joined to-
gether, let noman separate.”

10 In the house, his disciples asked him
again about the samematter.

11 He said to them, “Whoever divorces
his wife and marries another commits
adultery against her.

12 If a woman herself divorces her hus-
band and marries another, she commits
adultery.”

13 They were bringing to him little chil-
dren, that he should touch them, but the
disciples rebuked those who were bring-
ing them.

14 But when Jesus saw it, he was moved
with indignation and said to them, “Allow
the little children to come to me! Don’t
forbid them, for God’s Kingdom belongs to
such as these.

15 Most certainly I tell you, whoever
will not receive God’s Kingdom like a little
child, he will in no way enter into it.”

16He took them in his arms and blessed
them, laying his hands on them.

17As he was going out into the way, one
ran to him, knelt before him, and asked

† 9:43 or, Hell * 9:44 Isaiah 66:24 ‡ 9:44 NU omits verse 44. § 9:45 or, Hell † 9:46 NU omits verse 46.
‡ 9:47 or, Hell * 9:48 Isaiah 66:24 * 10:6 Genesis 1:27 * 10:8 Genesis 2:24
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him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I
may inherit eternal life?”

18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me
good? No one is good except one—God.

19 You know the commandments: ‘Do
not murder,’ ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do
not steal,’ ‘Do not give false testimony,’
‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and
mother.’ ”*

20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have ob-
served all these things frommy youth.”

21 Jesus looking at him loved him, and
said to him, “One thing you lack. Go, sell
whatever you have and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven; and
come, followme, taking up the cross.”

22 But his face fell at that saying, and he
went away sorrowful, for he was one who
had great possessions.

23 Jesus looked around and said to his
disciples, “How difficult it is for those who
have riches to enter into God’s Kingdom!”

24 The disciples were amazed at his
words. But Jesus answered again, “Chil-
dren, how hard it is for those who trust in
riches to enter into God’s Kingdom!

25 It is easier for a camel to go through a
needle’s eye than for a rich man to enter
into God’s Kingdom.”

26 They were exceedingly astonished,
saying to him, “Thenwho can be saved?”

27 Jesus, lookingat them, said, “Withmen
it is impossible, but not with God, for all
things are possible with God.”

28 Peter began to tell him, “Behold, we
have left all and have followed you.”

29 Jesus said, “Most certainly I tell you,
there is no one who has left house, or
brothers, or sisters, or father, ormother, or
wife, or children, or land, formy sake, and
for the sake of the Good News,

30but he will receive one hundred times
more now in this time: houses, brothers,
sisters, mothers, children, and land, with
persecutions; and in the age to come eter-
nal life.

31Butmanywhoarefirstwill be last, and
the last first.”

32 They were on the way, going up to
Jerusalem; and Jesus was going in front of

them, and they were amazed; and those
who followed were afraid. He again took
the twelve, and began to tell them the
things that were going to happen to him.

33 “Behold,we are going up to Jerusalem.
The Son of Man will be delivered to the
chief priests and the scribes. They will
condemn him to death, and will deliver
him to the Gentiles.

34 They will mock him, spit on him,
scourgehim, andkill him. On the third day
he will rise again.”

35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
came near to him, saying, “Teacher, we
want you to do for us whatever we will
ask.”

36 He said to them, “What do you want
me to do for you?”

37 They said to him, “Grant to us that we
may sit, one at your right hand and one at
your left hand, in your glory.”

38 But Jesus said to them, “You don’t
know what you are asking. Are you able
to drink the cup that I drink, and to be bap-
tized with the baptism that I am baptized
with?”

39They said to him, “We are able.”
Jesus said to them, “You shall indeed

drink the cup that I drink, and you shall
be baptized with the baptism that I am
baptized with;

40 but to sit at my right hand and at my
left hand is notmine to give, but for whom
it has been prepared.”

41When the ten heard it, they began to
be indignant toward James and John.

42 Jesus summoned them and said to
them, “You know that they who are rec-
ognized as rulers over the nations lord it
over them, and their great ones exercise
authority over them.

43 But it shall not be so among you, but
whoever wants to become great among
you shall be your servant.

44Whoever of you wants to become first
among you shall be bondservant of all.

45For the Son ofMan also came not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.”

* 10:19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20
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46 They came to Jericho. As he went
out from Jericho with his disciples and a
great multitude, the son of Timaeus, Bar-
timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the
road.

47 When he heard that it was Jesus the
Nazarene, he began to cry out and say,
“Jesus, you son of David, have mercy on
me!”

48Many rebuked him, that he should be
quiet, but he cried out much more, “You
son of David, havemercy onme!”

49 Jesus stood still and said, “Call him.”
Theycalled theblindman, saying tohim,

“Cheer up! Get up. He is calling you!”
50He, casting away his cloak, sprang up,

and came to Jesus.
51 Jesus asked him, “What do you want

me to do for you?”
The blind man said to him, “Rabboni,†

that I may see again.”
52 Jesus said to him, “Go your way. Your

faith has made you well.” Immediately
he received his sight and followed Jesus on
the way.

11
1When they came near to Jerusalem, to

Bethsphage† and Bethany, at the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of his disciples

2and said to them, “Go yourway into the
village that is opposite you. Immediately
as you enter into it, you will find a young
donkey tied, onwhichnoonehas sat. Untie
him and bring him.

3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing
this?’ say, ‘TheLordneedshim;’ and imme-
diately he will send him back here.”

4 They went away, and found a young
donkey tied at the door outside in the open
street, and they untied him.

5 Some of those who stood there asked
them, “What are you doing, untying the
young donkey?”

6They said to them just as Jesus had said,
and they let them go.

7 They brought the young donkey to Je-
sus and threw their garments on it, and
Jesus sat on it.

8 Many spread their garments on the
way, and others were cutting down
branches from the trees and spreading
them on the road.

9Thosewhowent in front and thosewho
followed cried out, “Hosanna!‡ Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord!*

10 Blessed is the kingdom of our father
David that is coming in the name of the
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”

11 Jesus entered into the temple in
Jerusalem. When he had looked around at
everything, it being now evening, he went
out to Bethany with the twelve.

12The next day, when they had come out
from Bethany, he was hungry.

13Seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves,
he came to see if perhaps he might find
anything on it. When he came to it, he
foundnothing but leaves, for itwas not the
season for figs.

14 Jesus told it, “Mayno one ever eat fruit
from you again!” and his disciples heard
it.

15They came to Jerusalem, and Jesus en-
tered into the temple and began to throw
out those who sold and those who bought
in the temple, and overthrew the money
changers’ tables and the seats of thosewho
sold the doves.

16He would not allow anyone to carry a
container through the temple.

17 He taught, saying to them, “Isn’t it
written, ‘Myhousewill be called ahouse of
prayer for all the nations’?* But you have
made it a den of robbers!”*

18The chief priests and the scribes heard
it, and sought how theymight destroy him.
For they feared him, because all the multi-
tude was astonished at his teaching.

19 When evening came, he went out of
the city.

20As they passed by in themorning, they
saw the fig tree withered away from the
roots.

† 10:51 Rabboni is a transliteration of the Hebrew word for “great teacher.” † 11:1 TR & NU read “Bethphage”
instead of “Bethsphage” ‡ 11:9 “Hosanna” means “save us” or “help us, we pray”. * 11:9 Psalms 118:25-26
* 11:17 Isaiah 56:7 * 11:17 Jeremiah 7:11
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21 Peter, remembering, said to him,
“Rabbi, look! Thefig treewhichyoucursed
has withered away.”

22 Jesus answered them, “Have faith in
God.

23 For most certainly I tell you, whoever
may tell this mountain, ‘Be taken up and
cast into the sea,’ and doesn’t doubt in
his heart, but believes that what he says
is happening, he shall have whatever he
says.

24 Therefore I tell you, all things what-
ever you pray and ask for, believe that you
have received them, and you shall have
them.

25Whenever you stand praying, forgive,
if you have anything against anyone; so
that your Father, who is in heaven, may
also forgive you your transgressions.

26 But if you do not forgive, neither will
your Father in heaven forgive your trans-
gressions.”§

27 They came again to Jerusalem, and as
he was walking in the temple, the chief
priests, the scribes, and the elders came to
him,

28 and they began saying to him, “By
what authority do you do these things? Or
who gave you this authority to do these
things?”

29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one
question. Answerme, and Iwill tell you by
what authority I do these things.

30 The baptism of John—was it from
heaven, or frommen? Answerme.”

31 They reasoned with themselves, say-
ing, “If we should say, ‘From heaven;’ he
will say, ‘Why then did you not believe
him?’

32 If we should say, ‘From men’ ”—they
feared thepeople, forall held John to really
be a prophet.

33 They answered Jesus, “We don’t
know.”
Jesus said to them, “Neitherwill I tell you

by what authority I do these things.”

12
1He began to speak to them in parables.

“A man planted a vineyard, put a hedge

around it, dugapit for thewinepress, built
a tower, rented it out to a farmer, andwent
into another country.

2When it was time, he sent a servant to
the farmer to get from the farmerhis share
of the fruit of the vineyard.

3 They took him, beat him, and sent him
away empty.

4Again, he sent another servant to them;
and they threw stones at him, wounded
himin thehead, andsenthimawayshame-
fully treated.

5 Again he sent another, and they killed
him, and many others, beating some, and
killing some.

6 Therefore still having one, his beloved
son, he sent him last to them, saying, ‘They
will respect my son.’

7 But those farmers said among them-
selves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him,
and the inheritance will be ours.’

8They took him, killed him, and cast him
out of the vineyard.

9 What therefore will the lord of the
vineyard do? He will come and destroy
the farmers, and will give the vineyard to
others.

10Haven’t you even read this Scripture:
‘The stone which the builders rejected

wasmade the head of the corner.
11This was from the Lord.

It is marvelous in our eyes’?”*
12They tried to seizehim, but they feared

the multitude; for they perceived that he
spoke the parable against them. They left
him andwent away.

13 They sent some of the Pharisees and
the Herodians to him, that theymight trap
himwith words.

14When they had come, they asked him,
“Teacher, we know that you are honest,
and don’t defer to anyone; for you aren’t
partial to anyone, but truly teach the way
of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar,
or not?

15 Shall we give, or shall we not give?”
But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said to

them, “Why do you test me? Bring me a
denarius, that I may see it.”

16They brought it.
§ 11:26NU omits verse 26. * 12:11 Psalms 118:22-23
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He said to them, “Whose is this image
and inscription?”
They said to him, “Caesar’s.”
17 Jesus answered them, “Give to Caesar

the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s.”
Theymarveled greatly at him.
18Some Sadducees, who say that there is

no resurrection, came to him. They asked
him, saying,

19“Teacher,Moseswrote tous, ‘If aman’s
brother dies and leaves awife behind him,
and leaves no children, that his brother
should take his wife and raise up offspring
for his brother.’

20 There were seven brothers. The first
took a wife, and dying left no offspring.

21The second took her, and died, leaving
no children behind him. The third like-
wise;

22 and the seven took her and left no
children. Last of all the woman also died.

23 In the resurrection, when they rise,
whose wife will she be of them? For the
seven had her as a wife.”

24 Jesus answered them, “Isn’t this be-
cause you are mistaken, not knowing the
Scriptures nor the power of God?

25For when theywill rise from the dead,
they neither marry nor are given in mar-
riage, but are like angels in heaven.

26 But about the dead, that they are
raised, haven’t you read in the book of
Moses about the Bush, how God spoke to
him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?*

27He is not theGodof thedead, but of the
living. You are therefore badly mistaken.”

28 One of the scribes came and heard
them questioning together, and knowing
that he had answered them well, asked
him, “Whichcommandment is thegreatest
of all?”

29 Jesus answered, “The greatest is:
‘Hear, Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord
is one.

30You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, with all

your mind, and with all your strength.’*
This is the first commandment.

31 The second is like this: ‘You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.’* There is no
other commandment greater than these.”

32The scribe said to him, “Truly, teacher,
youhave saidwell that he is one, and there
is none other but he;

33and to lovehimwith all the heart, with
all the understanding, all the soul, and
with all the strength, and to love his neigh-
bor as himself, is more important than all
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

34 When Jesus saw that he answered
wisely, he said to him, “You are not far
from God’s Kingdom.”
Noone dared ask himany question after

that.
35 Jesus responded, as he taught in the

temple, “How is it that the scribes say that
the Christ is the son of David?

36 For David himself said in the Holy
Spirit,
‘The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies the foot-
stool of your feet.” ’*

37 Therefore David himself calls him
Lord, so how can he be his son?”
The common people heard him gladly.
38 In his teaching he said to them, “Be-

ware of the scribes, who like to walk in
long robes, and to get greetings in themar-
ketplaces,

39 and to get the best seats in the syna-
gogues and the best places at feasts,

40 those who devour widows’ houses,
and for a pretense make long prayers.
Thesewill receive greater condemnation.”

41 Jesus sat down opposite the treasury
and saw how the multitude cast money
into the treasury. Manywhowere rich cast
in much.

42 A poor widow came and she cast
in two small brass coins,† which equal a
quadrans coin.‡

* 12:26 Exodus 3:6 * 12:30 Deuteronomy 6:4-5 * 12:31 Leviticus 19:18 * 12:36 Psalms 110:1 † 12:42
literally, lepta (or widow’smites). Lepta are very small brass coins worth half a quadrans each, which is a quarter of
the copper assarion. Lepta are worth less than 1% of an agricultural worker’s daily wages. ‡ 12:42 A quadrans is
a coin worth about 1/64 of a denarius. A denarius is about one day’s wages for an agricultural laborer.
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43He called his disciples to himself and
said to them, “Most certainly I tell you, this
poor widow gave more than all those who
are giving into the treasury,

44 for they all gave out of their abun-
dance, but she, out of her poverty, gave all
that she had to live on.”

13
1As hewent out of the temple, one of his

disciples said to him, “Teacher, see what
kindof stones andwhat kindof buildings!”

2 Jesus said to him, “Do you see these
great buildings? Therewill not be left here
one stone on another, which will not be
thrown down.”

3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives op-
posite the temple, Peter, James, John, and
Andrew asked him privately,

4 “Tell us, when will these things be?
What is the sign that these things are all
about to be fulfilled?”

5 Jesus, answering, began to tell them,
“Be careful that no one leads you astray.

6 For many will come in my name, say-
ing, ‘I am he!’† andwill leadmany astray.

7 “When you hear of wars and rumors
of wars, don’t be troubled. For those must
happen, but the end is not yet.

8For nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. There will be
earthquakes in various places. There will
be famines and troubles. These things are
the beginning of birth pains.

9 “But watch yourselves, for they will
deliver you up to councils. You will be
beaten in synagogues. You will stand be-
fore rulers and kings for my sake, for a
testimony to them.

10TheGoodNewsmust first be preached
to all the nations.

11When they lead you away and deliver
you up, don’t be anxious beforehand or
premeditate what you will say, but say
whatever will be given you in that hour.
For it is not you who speak, but the Holy
Spirit.

12 “Brother will deliver up brother to
death, and the father his child. Children

will rise up against parents and cause
them to be put to death.

13 You will be hated by all men for my
name’s sake, but he who endures to the
end will be saved.

14 “But when you see the abomination
of desolation,* spoken of by Daniel the
prophet, standing where it ought not” (let
the reader understand), “then let those
who are in Judea flee to themountains,

15and let himwho is on the housetopnot
go down, nor enter in, to take anything out
of his house.

16 Let him who is in the field not return
back to take his cloak.

17 But woe to those who are with child
and to those who nurse babies in those
days!

18 Pray that your flight won’t be in the
winter.

19For in those days there will be oppres-
sion, such as there has not been the like
from the beginning of the creation which
God created until now, and never will be.

20 Unless the Lord had shortened the
days, no flesh would have been saved; but
for the sake of the chosen ones, whom he
picked out, he shortened the days.

21Then if anyone tells you, ‘Look, here is
the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, there!’ don’t believe
it.

22 For false christs and false prophets
will arise and will show signs and won-
ders, that they may lead astray, if possible,
even the chosen ones.

23But you watch.
“Behold, I have told you all things be-

forehand.
24 But in those days, after that oppres-

sion, the sun will be darkened, the moon
will not give its light,

25 the stars will be falling from the sky,
and thepowers that are in theheavenswill
be shaken.*

26 Then they will see the Son of Man
coming in clouds with great power and
glory.

27 Then he will send out his angels, and
will gather together his chosen ones from
the four winds, from the ends of the earth
to the ends of the sky.

† 13:6 or, “I AM!” * 13:14 Daniel 9:17; 11:31; 12:11 * 13:25 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4
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28 “Now from thefig tree, learn this para-
ble. When the branch has now become
tender and produces its leaves, you know
that the summer is near;

29 even so you also, when you see these
things coming to pass, know that it is near,
at the doors.

30 Most certainly I say to you, this gen-
eration‡ will not pass away until all these
things happen.

31Heaven and earth will pass away, but
mywords will not pass away.

32 “But of that day or that hour no one
knows—not even the angels in heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father.

33 Watch, keep alert, and pray; for you
don’t knowwhen the time is.

34 “It is like a man traveling to another
country, having left his house and given
authority to his servants, and to each one
his work, and also commanded the door-
keeper to keep watch.

35 Watch therefore, for you don’t know
when the lord of the house is coming—
whether at evening, or at midnight, or
when the rooster crows, or in the morn-
ing;

36 lest, coming suddenly, he might find
you sleeping.

37What I tell you, I tell all: Watch!”

14
1 It was now two days before the

Passover and the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, and the chief priests and the scribes
sought how they might seize him by
deception and kill him.

2 For they said, “Not during the feast,
because there might be a riot among the
people.”

3While he was at Bethany, in the house
of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table,
a woman came having an alabaster jar of
ointment of pure nard—very costly. She
broke the jar and poured it over his head.

4 But there were some who were indig-
nant among themselves, saying, “Why has
this ointment been wasted?

5For this might have been sold for more
than three hundred denarii† and given to
the poor.” So they grumbled against her.

6 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why
do you trouble her? She has done a good
work for me.

7For you always have the poorwith you,
and whenever you want to, you can do
them good; but you will not always have
me.

8 She has done what she could. She
has anointed my body beforehand for the
burying.

9Most certainly I tell you, wherever this
Good News may be preached throughout
the whole world, that which this woman
hasdonewill alsobe spokenof foramemo-
rial of her.”

10 Judas Iscariot, who was one of the
twelve, went away to the chief priests, that
hemight deliver him to them.

11 They, when they heard it, were glad,
and promised to give him money. He
sought how hemight conveniently deliver
him.

12On the first day of unleavened bread,
when they sacrificed the Passover, his dis-
ciples asked him, “Where do you want us
to go and prepare that you may eat the
Passover?”

13 He sent two of his disciples and said
to them, “Go into the city, and there a man
carrying a pitcher of water will meet you.
Follow him,

14 and wherever he enters in, tell the
master of the house, ‘The Teacher says,
“Where is the guest room, where Imay eat
the Passover withmy disciples?” ’

15Hewill himself showyoua largeupper
room furnished and ready. Get ready for
us there.”

16His disciples went out, and came into
the city, and found things as he had said to
them, and they prepared the Passover.

17When itwas evening he camewith the
twelve.

18As they sat andwere eating, Jesus said,
“Most certainly I tell you, one of you will
betrayme—he who eats withme.”

‡ 13:30 Theword translated “generation” (genea) could also be translated “race”, “family”, or “people”. † 14:5 300
denarii was about a year’s wages for an agricultural laborer.
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19 They began to be sorrowful, and to
ask him one by one, “Surely not I?” And
another said, “Surely not I?”

20 He answered them, “It is one of the
twelve, he who dips withme in the dish.

21For the Son ofMan goes as it is written
about him, but woe to that man by whom
the Son of Man is betrayed! It would be
better for that man if he had not been
born.”

22As they were eating, Jesus took bread,
andwhenhehadblessed it, he broke it and
gave to them, and said, “Take, eat. This is
my body.”

23 He took the cup, and when he had
given thanks, he gave to them. They all
drank of it.

24He said to them, “This is my blood of
the new covenant, which is poured out for
many.

25Most certainly I tell you, Iwill nomore
drink of the fruit of the vine until that day
when I drink it anew in God’s Kingdom.”

26 When they had sung a hymn, they
went out to theMount of Olives.

27 Jesus said to them, “All of you will be
made to stumblebecauseofme tonight, for
it iswritten, ‘Iwill strike the shepherd, and
the sheep will be scattered.’*

28However, after I am raised up, I will go
before you into Galilee.”

29 But Peter said to him, “Although all
will be offended, yet I will not.”

30 Jesus said to him, “Most certainly I tell
you that you today, even this night, before
the rooster crows twice, you will deny me
three times.”

31Buthe spokeall themore, “If Imust die
with you, Iwill not denyyou.” Theyall said
the same thing.

32 They came to a place which was
named Gethsemane. He said to his disci-
ples, “Sit here while I pray.”

33 He took with him Peter, James, and
John, and began to be greatly troubled and
distressed.

34 He said to them, “My soul is exceed-
ingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here
and watch.”

35 He went forward a little, and fell on
the ground, and prayed that if it were pos-
sible, the hourmight pass away from him.

36He said, “Abba,‡ Father, all things are
possible to you. Please remove this cup
from me. However, not what I desire, but
what you desire.”

37Hecameand found themsleeping, and
said to Peter, “Simon, are you sleeping?
Couldn’t you watch one hour?

38 Watch and pray, that you may not
enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak.”

39Again he went away and prayed, say-
ing the samewords.

40 Again he returned and found them
sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy;
and they didn’t knowwhat to answer him.

41 He came the third time and said to
them, “Sleep on now, and take your rest.
It is enough. The hour has come. Behold,
the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands
of sinners.

42Arise! Let’s get going. Behold, he who
betrays me is at hand.”

43 Immediately, while he was still speak-
ing, Judas, one of the twelve, came—and
with him a multitude with swords and
clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes,
and the elders.

44Now he who betrayed him had given
thema sign, saying, “Whomever Iwill kiss,
that is he. Seize him, and lead him away
safely.”

45 When he had come, immediately he
came to him and said, “Rabbi! Rabbi!” and
kissed him.

46 They laid their hands on him and
seized him.

47 But a certain one of those who stood
by drew his sword and struck the servant
of the high priest, and cut off his ear.

48 Jesus answered them, “Haveyou come
out, as against a robber, with swords and
clubs to seize me?

49 I was daily with you in the temple
teaching, andyoudidn’t arrestme. But this
is so that the Scripturesmight be fulfilled.”

50They all left him, and fled.
* 14:27 Zechariah 13:7 ‡ 14:36 Abba is a Greek spelling for the Aramaic word for “Father” or “Daddy” used in a
familiar, respectful, and loving way.
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51 A certain young man followed him,
having a linen cloth thrown around him-
self over his naked body. The young men
grabbed him,

52buthe left the linenclothandfled from
them naked.

53They led Jesus away to the high priest.
All the chief priests, the elders, and the
scribes came together with him.

54 Peter had followed him from a dis-
tance, until he came into the court of the
high priest. He was sitting with the offi-
cers, and warming himself in the light of
the fire.

55 Now the chief priests and the whole
council sought witnesses against Jesus to
put him to death, and found none.

56Formany gave false testimony against
him, and their testimony didn’t agree with
each other.

57 Some stood up and gave false testi-
mony against him, saying,

58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this
temple that is made with hands, and in
three days I will build another made with-
out hands.’ ”

59Even so, their testimony didn’t agree.
60The high priest stood up in themiddle,

and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer?
What is it which these testify against you?”

61 But he stayed quiet, and answered
nothing. Again the high priest asked
him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the
Blessed?”

62 Jesus said, “I am. You will see the Son
of Man sitting at the right hand of Power,
and coming with the clouds of the sky.”

63 The high priest tore his clothes and
said, “What further need have we of wit-
nesses?

64You have heard the blasphemy! What
do you think?” They all condemned him to
be worthy of death.

65 Some began to spit on him, and to
cover his face, and to beat him with fists,
and to tell him, “Prophesy!” The officers
struck himwith the palms of their hands.

66 As Peter was in the courtyard below,
one of themaids of the high priest came,

67andseeingPeterwarminghimself, she
looked at him and said, “You were also
with the Nazarene, Jesus!”

68 But he denied it, saying, “I neither
know nor understand what you are say-
ing.” He went out on the porch, and the
rooster crowed.

69 The maid saw him and began again
to tell those who stood by, “This is one of
them.”

70 But he again denied it. After a little
while again those who stood by said to
Peter, “You truly are one of them, for you
are a Galilean, and your speech shows it.”

71But he began to curse and to swear, “I
don’t know this man of whom you speak!”

72 The rooster crowed the second time.
Peter remembered the words that Jesus
said to him, “Before the rooster crows
twice, you will deny me three times.”
When he thought about that, he wept.

15
1 Immediately in the morning the chief

priests, with the elders, scribes, and the
whole council, held a consultation, bound
Jesus, carried him away, and delivered
him up to Pilate.

2 Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?”
He answered, “So you say.”
3 The chief priests accused him of many

things.
4 Pilate again asked him, “Have you no

answer? See howmany things they testify
against you!”

5 But Jesus made no further answer, so
that Pilate marveled.

6 Now at the feast he used to release to
them one prisoner, whomever they asked
of him.

7There was one called Barabbas, bound
with his fellow insurgents, menwho in the
insurrection had committedmurder.

8 The multitude, crying aloud, began to
ask him to do as he always did for them.

9 Pilate answered them, saying, “Do you
want me to release to you the King of the
Jews?”

10 For he perceived that for envy the
chief priests had delivered him up.

11 But the chief priests stirred up the
multitude, thatheshouldreleaseBarabbas
to them instead.
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12 Pilate again asked them, “What then
should I do to himwhom you call the King
of the Jews?”

13They cried out again, “Crucify him!”
14 Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil

has he done?”
But they cried out exceedingly, “Crucify

him!”
15Pilate,wishing toplease themultitude,

released Barabbas to them, and handed
over Jesus, when he had flogged him, to be
crucified.

16 The soldiers led him away within the
court, which is the Praetorium; and they
called together the whole cohort.

17 They clothed him with purple; and
weaving a crown of thorns, they put it on
him.

18 They began to salute him, “Hail, King
of the Jews!”

19 They struck his head with a reed and
spat on him, and bowing their knees, did
homage to him.

20When theyhadmockedhim, they took
the purple cloak off him, and put his own
garments on him. They led him out to
crucify him.

21 They compelled one passing by, com-
ing from the country, Simon of Cyrene, the
father of Alexander and Rufus, to go with
them that hemight bear his cross.

22 They brought him to the place called
Golgotha,which is, being interpreted, “The
place of a skull.”

23 They offered him wine mixed with
myrrh to drink, but he didn’t take it.

24 Crucifying him, they parted his gar-
ments among them, casting lots on them,
what each should take.

25 It was the third hour† when they cru-
cified him.

26 The superscription of his accusation
was written over him: “THE KING OF THE
JEWS.”

27With him they crucified two robbers,
one on his right hand, and one on his left.

28The Scripturewas fulfilledwhich says,
“Hewas counted with transgressors.”‡

29 Those who passed by blasphemed
him, wagging their heads and saying, “Ha!
Youwho destroy the temple and build it in
three days,

30 save yourself, and come down from
the cross!”

31 Likewise, also the chief priests mock-
ing among themselves with the scribes
said, “He saved others. He can’t save him-
self.

32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, now
come down from the cross, that we may
see and believe him.”§ Those who were
crucified with him also insulted him.

33When the sixth hour† had come, there
wasdarkness over thewhole landuntil the
ninth hour.‡

34 At the ninth hour Jesus cried with
a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani?” which is, being interpreted,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” *

35 Some of those who stood by, when
they heard it, said, “Behold, he is calling
Elijah.”

36 One ran, and filling a sponge full of
vinegar, put it on a reed and gave it to him
to drink, saying, “Let him be. Let’s see
whether Elijah comes to take him down.”

37 Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and
gave up the spirit.

38The veil of the temple was torn in two
from the top to the bottom.

39 When the centurion, who stood by
oppositehim, sawthathecriedout like this
and breathed his last, he said, “Truly this
manwas the Son of God!”

40 There were also women watching
from afar, among whom were both Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of James
the less and of Joses, and Salome;

41 who, when he was in Galilee, fol-
lowed him and served him; and many
other women who came up with him to
Jerusalem.

42 When evening had now come, be-
cause it was the Preparation Day, that is,
the day before the Sabbath,

43 Joseph of Arimathaea, a prominent
council member who also himself was

† 15:25 9:00 a.m. ‡ 15:28 NU omits verse 28. § 15:32 TR omits “him” † 15:33 or, noon ‡ 15:33 3:00 p.m.
* 15:34 Psalms 22:1
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looking for God’s Kingdom, came. He
boldly went in to Pilate, and asked for
Jesus’ body.

44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he
was already dead; and summoning the
centurion, he asked him whether he had
been dead long.

45 When he found out from the centu-
rion, he granted the body to Joseph.

46 He bought a linen cloth, and taking
him down, wound him in the linen cloth
and laid him in a tombwhich had been cut
out of a rock. He rolled a stone against the
door of the tomb.

47MaryMagdaleneandMary themother
of Joses, sawwhere he was laid.

16
1When the Sabbathwas past,MaryMag-

dalene, and Mary the mother of James,
and Salome bought spices, that theymight
come and anoint him.

2Very early on the first day of the week,
they came to the tomb when the sun had
risen.

3 They were saying among themselves,
“Who will roll away the stone from the
door of the tomb for us?”

4 for it was very big. Looking up, they
saw that the stone was rolled back.

5 Entering into the tomb, they saw
a young man sitting on the right side,
dressed in a white robe; and they were
amazed.

6He said to them, “Don’t be amazed. You
seek Jesus, the Nazarene, who has been
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See
the place where they laid him!

7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He
goes before you into Galilee. There you
will see him, as he said to you.’ ”

8Theywent out,† andfled fromthe tomb,
for trembling and astonishment had come
on them. They said nothing to anyone; for
they were afraid.‡

9 §Now when he had risen early on the
first day of the week, he appeared first to
Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast
out seven demons.

10Shewent and told thosewho had been
with him, as theymourned andwept.

11When theyheard thathewasaliveand
had been seen by her, they disbelieved.

12 After these things he was revealed
in another form to two of them as they
walked, on their way into the country.

13They went away and told it to the rest.
They didn’t believe them, either.

14 Afterward he was revealed to the
eleven themselves as they sat at the table;
and he rebuked them for their unbelief
and hardness of heart, because they didn’t
believe those who had seen him after he
had risen.

15He said to them, “Go into all the world
and preach the Good News to the whole
creation.

16 He who believes and is baptized will
be saved; but he who disbelieves will be
condemned.

17These signswill accompany thosewho
believe: in my name they will cast out
demons; they will speak with new lan-
guages;

18 they will take up serpents; and if they
drink any deadly thing, it will in no way
hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick,
and they will recover.”

19So then the Lord,† after he had spoken
to them, was received up into heaven and
sat down at the right hand of God.

20 They went out and preached every-
where, the Lord working with them and
confirming the word by the signs that fol-
lowed. Amen.

† 16:8 TR adds “quickly” ‡ 16:8One isolatedmanuscript omits verses 9-20 but adds this “short ending ofMark” to
the end of verse 8: They told all that had been commanded them briefly to those around Peter. After that, Jesus himself
sent them out, from east to west, with the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation. § 16:9 NU
includes the text of verses 9-20, but mentions in a footnote that a few manuscripts omitted it. The translators of
the World English Bible regard Mark 16:9-20 as reliable based on an overwhelming majority of textual evidence,
includingnotonly theauthoritativeGreekMajorityTextNewTestament, butalso theTRandmanyof themanuscripts
cited in the NU text. † 16:19NU adds “Jesus”
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The Good News According to
Luke

1 Since many have undertaken to set in
order a narrative concerning those mat-
ters which have been fulfilled among us,

2 even as those who from the begin-
ning were eyewitnesses and servants of
the word delivered them to us,

3 it seemed good to me also, having
traced the course of all things accurately
from thefirst, towrite to you in order,most
excellent Theophilus;

4 that youmight know the certainty con-
cerning the things in which you were in-
structed.

5Therewas in thedaysofHerod, theking
of Judea, a certain priest namedZacharias,
of the priestly division of Abijah. He had
a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her
namewas Elizabeth.

6 They were both righteous before God,
walking blamelessly in all the command-
ments and ordinances of the Lord.

7 But they had no child, because Eliza-
beth was barren, and they both were well
advanced in years.

8Now while he executed the priest’s of-
fice before God in the order of his division

9 according to the custom of the priest’s
office, his lot was to enter into the temple
of the Lord and burn incense.

10 The whole multitude of the people
were praying outside at the hour of in-
cense.

11An angel of the Lord appeared to him,
standing on the right side of the altar of
incense.

12 Zacharias was troubled when he saw
him, and fear fell upon him.

13 But the angel said to him, “Don’t be
afraid, Zacharias, because your request
has been heard. Your wife, Elizabeth, will
bear you a son, and you shall call his name
John.

14 You will have joy and gladness, and
manywill rejoice at his birth.

15 For he will be great in the sight of the
Lord, and hewill drink nowine nor strong
drink. Hewill befilledwith theHoly Spirit,
even from his mother’s womb.

16 He will turn many of the children of
Israel to the Lord their God.

17 He will go before him in the spirit
and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children,’* and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to
prepare a people prepared for the Lord.”

18 Zacharias said to the angel, “How can
I be sure of this? For I am an old man, and
mywife is well advanced in years.”

19 The angel answered him, “I am
Gabriel,whostands in thepresenceofGod.
I was sent to speak to you and to bring you
this good news.

20Behold,† youwill be silent andnot able
to speak until the day that these things
will happen, because you didn’t believe
my words, which will be fulfilled in their
proper time.”

21 The people were waiting for
Zacharias, and they marveled that he
delayed in the temple.

22When he came out, he could not speak
to them. They perceived that he had seen a
vision in the temple. He continuedmaking
signs to them, and remainedmute.

23 When the days of his service were
fulfilled, he departed to his house.

24 After these days Elizabeth his wife
conceived, and she hid herself five
months, saying,

25 “Thus has the Lord done to me in the
days in which he looked at me, to take
awaymy reproach amongmen.”

26 Now in the sixth month, the angel
Gabriel was sent from God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth,

27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a
man whose name was Joseph, of David’s
house. The virgin’s namewasMary.

28Having come in, the angel said to her,
“Rejoice, you highly favored one! The
Lord is with you. Blessed are you among
women!”

* 1:17Malachi 4:6 † 1:20 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used
as an interjection.
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29Butwhenshe sawhim, shewasgreatly
troubled at the saying, and considered
what kind of salutation this might be.

30The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God.

31 Behold, you will conceive in your
womb and give birth to a son, and shall
name him ‘Jesus.’

32He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will
give him the throne of his father David,

33 and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever. There will be no end to his
Kingdom.”

34Mary said to the angel, “How can this
be, seeing I am a virgin?”

35 The angel answered her, “The Holy
Spirit will come on you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you.
Therefore also the holy one who is born
from youwill be called the Son of God.

36 Behold, Elizabeth your relative also
has conceived a son inher old age; and this
is the sixthmonthwith herwhowas called
barren.

37For nothing spoken by God is impossi-
ble.”‡

38Mary said, “Behold, the servant of the
Lord; let it be done tomeaccording to your
word.”
Then the angel departed from her.
39 Mary arose in those days and went

into the hill country with haste, into a city
of Judah,

40 and entered into the house of
Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.

41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greet-
ing, the baby leaped in her womb; and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.

42 She called out with a loud voice and
said, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb!

43Why am I so favored, that the mother
of my Lord should come tome?

44 For behold, when the voice of your
greeting came into my ears, the baby
leaped inmywomb for joy!

45Blessed is she who believed, for there
will be a fulfillment of the things which
have been spoken to her from the Lord!”

46Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord.

47 My spirit has rejoiced in God my
Savior,

48 forhehas lookedat thehumble state
of his servant.

For behold, from now on, all generations
will call me blessed.

49For hewho ismighty has done great
things for me.

Holy is his name.
50 His mercy is for generations and
generations on those who fear him.

51He has shown strength with his arm.
He has scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts.

52 He has put down princes from their
thrones,

and has exalted the lowly.
53 He has filled the hungry with good

things.
He has sent the rich away empty.

54He has given help to Israel, his servant,
that hemight remembermercy,

55as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and his offspring§ for-
ever.”

56 Mary stayed with her about three
months, and then returned to her house.

57 Now the time that Elizabeth should
give birth was fulfilled, and she gave birth
to a son.

58Her neighbors andher relatives heard
that the Lord had magnified his mercy
toward her, and they rejoiced with her.

59 On the eighth day, they came to cir-
cumcise the child; and they would have
called him Zacharias, after the name of his
father.

60His mother answered, “Not so; but he
will be called John.”

61 They said to her, “There is no one
among your relatives who is called by this
name.”

62Theymade signs to his father, what he
would have him called.

63 He asked for a writing tablet, and
wrote, “His name is John.”
They all marveled.

‡ 1:37 or, “For everything spoken by God is possible.” § 1:55 or, seed
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64 His mouth was opened immediately
and his tongue freed, and he spoke, bless-
ing God.

65 Fear came on all who lived around
them, and all these sayings were talked
about throughout all the hill country of
Judea.

66 All who heard them laid them up in
their heart, saying, “What then will this
child be?” The hand of the Lord was with
him.

67 His father Zacharias was filled with
the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying,
68 “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his
people;

69and has raised up a horn of salvation for
us in the house of his servant David

70 (as he spoke by the mouth of his
holy prophets who have been from
of old),

71 salvation from our enemies and
from the hand of all who hate us;

72 to showmercy toward our fathers,
to remember his holy covenant,

73 the oathwhichhe swore toAbrahamour
father,

74 to grant to us that we, being deliv-
ered out of the hand of our enemies,

should serve himwithout fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness be-
fore him all the days of our life.

76 And you, child, will be called a prophet
of the Most High;

for you will go before the face of the
Lord to prepare his ways,

77 to give knowledge of salvation to his
peopleby the remissionof their sins,

78because of the tender mercy of our God,
by which the dawn from on high will
visit us,

79 to shineon thosewho sit indarkness
and the shadow of death;

to guide our feet into the way of
peace.”

80 The child was growing and becoming
strong in spirit, andwas in the desert until
the day of his public appearance to Israel.

2
1 Now in those days, a decree went out

from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be enrolled.

2 This was the first enrollment made
when Quirinius was governor of Syria.

3Allwent to enroll themselves, everyone
to his own city.

4 Josephalsowent up fromGalilee, out of
the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to David’s
city,which is calledBethlehem, becausehe
was of the house and family of David,

5 to enroll himself with Mary, who was
pledged tobemarried tohimaswife, being
pregnant.

6 While they were there, the day had
come for her to give birth.

7She gave birth to her firstborn son. She
wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid
him ina feeding trough, because therewas
no room for them in the inn.

8 There were shepherds in the same
country staying in the field, and keeping
watch by night over their flock.

9 Behold, an angel of the Lord stood by
them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified.

10 The angel said to them, “Don’t be
afraid, for behold, I bring you good news
of great joy which will be to all the people.

11 For there is born to you today, in
David’s city, a Savior, who is Christ† the
Lord.

12 This is the sign to you: you will find a
baby wrapped in strips of cloth, lying in a
feeding trough.”

13 Suddenly, there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly army praising
God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest,

on earth peace, good will toward
men.”

15 When the angels went away from
them into the sky, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem,
now, and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has made known to us.”

16They came with haste and found both
Mary and Joseph, and the baby was lying
in the feeding trough.

† 2:11 “Christ”means “Anointed One”.
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17 When they saw it, they publicized
widely the saying which was spoken to
them about this child.

18 All who heard it wondered at the
things which were spoken to them by the
shepherds.

19 But Mary kept all these sayings, pon-
dering them in her heart.

20 The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all the things that
they had heard and seen, just as it was told
them.

21When eight days were fulfilled for the
circumcision of the child, his name was
called Jesus, which was given by the angel
before he was conceived in the womb.

22 When the days of their purification
according to the law of Moses were ful-
filled, they brought him up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord

23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord,
“Everymale who opens the womb shall be
called holy to the Lord”),*

24 and to offer a sacrifice according to
that which is said in the law of the Lord,
“A pair of turtledoves, or two young pi-
geons.”*

25Behold, there was a man in Jerusalem
whose name was Simeon. This man was
righteous and devout, looking for the con-
solation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was
on him.

26 It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he should not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.‡

27He came in the Spirit into the temple.
When the parents brought in the child,
Jesus, that they might do concerning him
according to the custom of the law,

28 thenhereceivedhimintohisarmsand
blessed God, and said,
29 “Now you are releasing your servant,

Master,
according to your word, in peace;

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31whichyouhavepreparedbefore the
face of all peoples;

32a light for revelation to the nations,
and the glory of your people Israel.”

33 Joseph and his mother were mar-
veling at the things which were spoken
concerning him.

34 Simeon blessed them, and said to
Mary, his mother, “Behold, this child is
appointed for the falling and the rising of
many in Israel, and for a sign which is
spoken against.

35 Yes, a sword will pierce through your
own soul, that the thoughts ofmanyhearts
may be revealed.”

36Therewas oneAnna, a prophetess, the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher
(shewas of a great age, having livedwith a
husband seven years from her virginity,

37 and she had been a widow for about
eighty-four years), who didn’t depart from
the temple, worshiping with fastings and
petitions night and day.

38Coming up at that very hour, she gave
thanks to the Lord, and spoke of him to all
those whowere looking for redemption in
Jerusalem.

39 When they had accomplished all
things thatwereaccording to the lawof the
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their
own city, Nazareth.

40 The child was growing, and was be-
coming strong in spirit, being filled with
wisdom, and the grace of God was upon
him.

41 His parents went every year to
Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover.

42 When he was twelve years old, they
went up to Jerusalem according to the cus-
tom of the feast;

43 and when they had fulfilled the days,
as they were returning, the boy Jesus
stayedbehind in Jerusalem. Josephandhis
mother didn’t know it,

44 but supposing him to be in the com-
pany, they went a day’s journey; and they
looked for him among their relatives and
acquaintances.

45 When they didn’t find him, they re-
turned to Jerusalem, looking for him.

46 After three days they found him in
the temple, sitting in the middle of the

* 2:23 Exodus 13:2,12 * 2:24 Leviticus 12:8 ‡ 2:26 “Christ” (Greek) and “Messiah” (Hebrew) both mean
“Anointed One”
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teachers, both listening to themandasking
them questions.

47Allwho heard himwere amazed at his
understanding and his answers.

48When they saw him, they were aston-
ished; and his mother said to him, “Son,
why have you treated us thisway? Behold,
your father and I were anxiously looking
for you.”

49He said to them, “Why were you look-
ing forme? Didn’t you know that Imust be
inmy Father’s house?”

50 They didn’t understand the saying
which he spoke to them.

51 And he went down with them and
came to Nazareth. Hewas subject to them,
andhismotherkept all these sayings inher
heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God andmen.

3
1Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of

Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being gov-
ernor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch
of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch
of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis,
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene,

2 during the high priesthood of Annas
and Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilder-
ness.

3He came into all the region around the
Jordan, preaching the baptism of repen-
tance for remission of sins.

4As it is written in the book of thewords
of Isaiah the prophet,
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness,

‘Make ready the way of the Lord.
Make his paths straight.

5Every valley will be filled.
Every mountain and hill will be brought

low.
The crooked will become straight,
and the rough ways smooth.

6All flesh will see God’s salvation.’ ”*
7Hesaid therefore to themultitudeswho

went out to be baptized by him, “You off-
spring of vipers, who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come?

8 Therefore produce fruits worthy of re-
pentance, and don’t begin to say among
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our fa-
ther;’ for I tell you that God is able to raise
up children toAbrahamfromthese stones!

9 Even now the ax also lies at the root of
the trees. Every tree therefore that doesn’t
produce good fruit is cut downand thrown
into the fire.”

10Themultitudes askedhim, “What then
must we do?”

11He answered them, “He who has two
coats, let himgive tohimwhohasnone. He
who has food, let him do likewise.”

12 Tax collectors also came to be bap-
tized, and they said to him, “Teacher, what
must we do?”

13He said to them, “Collect nomore than
that which is appointed to you.”

14Soldiers also asked him, saying, “What
about us? What must we do?”
He said to them, “Extort from no one

by violence, neither accuse anyonewrong-
fully. Be content with your wages.”

15 As the people were in expectation,
and all men reasoned in their hearts con-
cerning John, whether perhaps he was the
Christ,

16 Johnanswered themall, “I indeedbap-
tize you with water, but he comes who is
mightier than I, the strap ofwhose sandals
I am not worthy to loosen. He will baptize
you in the Holy Spirit and fire.

17His winnowing fan is in his hand, and
he will thoroughly cleanse his threshing
floor, and will gather the wheat into his
barn; but he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.”

18Thenwithmanyother exhortationshe
preached good news to the people,

19 but Herod the tetrarch,† being re-
proved by him for Herodias, his brother’s‡
wife, and for all the evil things which
Herod had done,

20added this also to themall, that he shut
up John in prison.

21 Now when all the people were bap-
tized, Jesus also had been baptized and
was praying. The sky was opened,

* 3:6 Isaiah 40:3-5 † 3:19 a tetrarch is one of four governors of a province ‡ 3:19 TR reads “brother Philip’s”
instead of “brother’s”
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22 and the Holy Spirit descended in a
bodily form like a dove onhim; and a voice
came out of the sky, saying “You are my
beloved Son. In you I amwell pleased.”

23 Jesus himself, when he began to teach,
was about thirty years old, being the son
(as was supposed) of Joseph, the son of
Heli,

24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the
son of Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of
Joseph,

25 the son ofMattathias, the son of Amos,
the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son
of Naggai,

26 the son of Maath, the son of Mat-
tathias, the son of Semein, the son of
Joseph, the son of Judah,

27 the sonof Joanan, the sonof Rhesa, the
son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the
son of Neri,

28 the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the
son of Cosam, the son of Elmodam, the son
of Er,

29 the son of Jose, the son of Eliezer, the
son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of
Levi,

30 the sonofSimeon, the sonof Judah, the
son of Joseph, the son of Jonan, the son of
Eliakim,

31 the sonofMelea, the sonofMenan, the
son ofMattatha, the son of Nathan, the son
of David,

32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the
son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of
Nahshon,

33 the son of Amminadab, the son of
Aram,§ the son ofHezron, the son of Perez,
the son of Judah,

34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the
son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son
of Nahor,

35 the sonofSerug, the sonofReu, the son
of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah,

36 the sonofCainan, the sonofArphaxad,
the sonof Shem, the sonofNoah, the sonof
Lamech,

37 the son of Methuselah, the son of
Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Maha-
laleel, the son of Cainan,

38 the sonof Enos, the sonof Seth, the son
of Adam, the son of God.

4
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned

from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit
into the wilderness

2 for forty days, being tempted by the
devil. He ate nothing in those days. After-
ward, when they were completed, he was
hungry.

3 The devil said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, command this stone to become
bread.”

4 Jesus answered him, saying, “It is writ-
ten, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but
by every word of God.’ ”*

5 The devil, leading him up on a high
mountain, showedhimall the kingdomsof
the world in amoment of time.

6 The devil said to him, “I will give you
all this authority and their glory, for it
has been delivered to me, and I give it to
whomever I want.

7 If you therefore will worship before
me, it will all be yours.”

8 Jesus answered him, “Get behind me,
Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship
theLordyourGod, andyou shall servehim
only.’ ”*

9He led him to Jerusalem and set him on
thepinnacle of the temple, and said tohim,
“If you are the Son of God, cast yourself
down from here,

10 for it is written,
‘He will put his angels in charge of you, to

guard you;’
11and,

‘On their hands they will bear you up,
lest perhaps you dash your foot
against a stone.’ ”*

12 Jesus answering, said to him, “It has
been said, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord
your God.’ ”*

13When the devil had completed every
temptation, he departed from him until
another time.

§ 3:33 NU reads “Admin, the son of Arni” instead of “Aram” * 4:4 Deuteronomy 8:3 * 4:8 Deuteronomy 6:13
* 4:11 Psalms 91:11-12 * 4:12 Deuteronomy 6:16
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14 Jesus returned in the power of the
Spirit into Galilee, and news about him
spread through all the surrounding area.

15 He taught in their synagogues, being
glorified by all.

16 He came to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up. He entered, as was his
custom, into the synagogue on the Sabbath
day, and stood up to read.

17 The book of the prophet Isaiah was
handed to him. He opened the book, and
found the place where it was written,
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is onme,

because he has anointedme to preach
good news to the poor.

Hehas sentme toheal thebrokenhearted,†
to proclaim release to the captives,
recovering of sight to the blind,
to deliver those who are crushed,
19and to proclaim the acceptable year
of the Lord.”*

20He closed the book, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in
the synagogue were fastened on him.

21 He began to tell them, “Today, this
Scripture has been fulfilled in your hear-
ing.”

22All testified about him and wondered
at the gracious words which proceeded
out of his mouth; and they said, “Isn’t this
Joseph’s son?”

23 He said to them, “Doubtless you will
tell me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal your-
self! Whatever we have heard done at
Capernaum, do also here in your home-
town.’ ”

24He said, “Most certainly I tell you, no
prophet is acceptable in his hometown.

25 But truly I tell you, there were many
widows in Israel in thedaysofElijah,when
the sky was shut up three years and six
months,whenagreat faminecameoverall
the land.

26Elijahwas sent tononeof them, except
to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a
womanwhowas a widow.

27 There were many lepers in Israel in
the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one
of themwas cleansed, except Naaman, the
Syrian.”

28 They were all filled with wrath in the
synagogue as they heard these things.

29 They rose up, threw him out of the
city, and led him to the brow of the hill
that their citywas built on, that theymight
throw him off the cliff.

30But he, passing through the middle of
them, went his way.

31 He came down to Capernaum, a city
of Galilee. He was teaching them on the
Sabbath day,

32and theywere astonished at his teach-
ing, for his word was with authority.

33 In the synagogue therewasamanwho
had a spirit of an unclean demon; and he
cried out with a loud voice,

34 saying, “Ah! what have we to do with
you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to
destroy us? I know who you are: the Holy
One of God!”

35 Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent
and come out of him!” When the demon
had thrown him down in the middle of
them,hecameoutofhim,havingdonehim
no harm.

36 Amazement came on all and they
spoke together, one with another, saying,
“What is thisword? Forwithauthority and
power he commands the unclean spirits,
and they come out!”

37 News about him went out into every
place of the surrounding region.

38Heroseup fromthesynagogueanden-
tered into Simon’s house. Simon’s mother-
in-lawwas afflictedwith a great fever, and
they begged him to help her.

39 He stood over her and rebuked the
fever, and it left her. Immediately she rose
up and served them.

40 When the sun was setting, all those
who had any sick with various diseases
brought them tohim; andhe laidhis hands
on every one of them, and healed them.

41Demons also came out ofmany, crying
out and saying, “You are the Christ, the Son
of God!” Rebuking them, he didn’t allow
them to speak, because they knew that he
was the Christ.

42 When it was day, he departed and
went into an uninhabited place and the

† 4:18NU omits “to heal the broken hearted” * 4:19 Isaiah 61:1-2
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multitudes looked for him, and came to
him, and held on to him, so that he
wouldn’t go away from them.

43But he said to them, “Imust preach the
good news of God’s Kingdom to the other
cities also. For this reason I have been
sent.”

44Hewaspreaching in the synagoguesof
Galilee.

5
1 Now while the multitude pressed on

him and heard the word of God, he was
standing by the lake of Gennesaret.

2He saw two boats standing by the lake,
but the fishermen had gone out of them
andwere washing their nets.

3He entered into one of the boats, which
was Simon’s, and asked him to put out
a little from the land. He sat down and
taught themultitudes from the boat.

4Whenhehadfinished speaking, he said
to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let
down your nets for a catch.”

5 Simon answered him, “Master, we
worked all night and caught nothing; but
at your word I will let down the net.”

6When they had done this, they caught
a greatmultitude of fish, and their net was
breaking.

7 They beckoned to their partners in the
other boat, that they should comeandhelp
them. They came and filled both boats, so
that they began to sink.

8 But Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man, Lord.”

9 For he was amazed, and all who were
with him, at the catch of fish which they
had caught;

10and so also were James and John, sons
of Zebedee, who were partners with Si-
mon.
Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid.

From now on you will be catching people
alive.”

11 When they had brought their boats
to land, they left everything, and followed
him.

12 While he was in one of the cities,
behold, there was a man full of leprosy.
When he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and

begged him, saying, “Lord, if you want to,
you canmakeme clean.”

13He stretched out his handand touched
him, saying, “I want to. Bemade clean.”
Immediately the leprosy left him.
14 He commanded him to tell no one,

“But go your way and show yourself to
the priest, and offer for your cleansing
according to what Moses commanded, for
a testimony to them.”

15But the report concerning him spread
much more, and great multitudes came
together to hear and to be healed by him
of their infirmities.

16 But he withdrew himself into the
desert and prayed.

17 On one of those days, he was teach-
ing; and there were Pharisees and teach-
ers of the law sitting by who had come
out of every village of Galilee, Judea, and
Jerusalem. Thepowerof theLordwaswith
him to heal them.

18Behold,menbrought a paralyzedman
on a cot, and they sought to bring him in to
lay before Jesus.

19 Not finding a way to bring him in
because of the multitude, they went up to
the housetop and let him down through
the tileswith his cot into themiddle before
Jesus.

20 Seeing their faith, he said to him,
“Man, your sins are forgiven you.”

21 The scribes and the Pharisees began
to reason, saying, “Who is this who speaks
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but
God alone?”

22 But Jesus, perceiving their thoughts,
answered them, “Why are you reasoning
so in your hearts?

23 Which is easier to say, ‘Your sins are
forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’?

24 But that you may know that the Son
of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins,” he said to the paralyzed man, “I tell
you, arise, take up your cot, and go to your
house.”

25 Immediately he rose up before them,
and took up that which he was laying on,
and departed to his house, glorifying God.

26Amazement took hold on all, and they
glorified God. They were filled with fear,
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saying, “We have seen strange things to-
day.”

27After these things hewent out and saw
a tax collector namedLevi sitting at the tax
office, and said to him, “Followme!”

28 He left everything, and rose up and
followed him.

29 Levi made a great feast for him in his
house. There was a great crowd of tax
collectors and others who were reclining
with them.

30 Their scribes and the Pharisees mur-
mured against his disciples, saying, “Why
doyoueat anddrinkwith the tax collectors
and sinners?”

31 Jesus answered them, “Those who are
healthy have no need for a physician, but
those who are sick do.

32 I have not come to call the righteous,
but sinners, to repentance.”

33 They said to him, “Why do John’s dis-
ciples often fast and pray, likewise also the
disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat
and drink?”

34 He said to them, “Can you make the
friends of the bridegroom fast while the
bridegroom is with them?

35But thedayswill comewhen thebride-
groom will be taken away from them.
Then they will fast in those days.”

36Healso told aparable to them. “Noone
puts a piece from a new garment on an old
garment, or else he will tear the new, and
also the piece from the newwill notmatch
the old.

37 No one puts new wine into old wine-
skins, or else the new wine will burst the
skins, and it will be spilled and the skins
will be destroyed.

38 But new wine must be put into fresh
wineskins, and both are preserved.

39Noman having drunk oldwine imme-
diately desires new, for he says, ‘The old is
better.’ ”

6
1 Now on the second Sabbath after the

first, hewas going through the grain fields.
His disciples plucked the heads of grain
and ate, rubbing them in their hands.

2But some of the Pharisees said to them,
“Why do you do that which is not lawful to
do on the Sabbath day?”

3 Jesus, answering them, said, “Haven’t
you read what David did when he was
hungry, he and those whowere with him,

4 how he entered into God’s house, and
took and ate the showbread, and gave also
to those who were with him, which is not
lawful to eat except for the priests alone?”

5He said to them, “The SonofMan is lord
of the Sabbath.”

6 It also happened on another Sabbath
that he entered into the synagogue and
taught. There was a man there, and his
right handwas withered.

7The scribes and the Pharisees watched
him, to see whether he would heal on the
Sabbath, that they might find an accusa-
tion against him.

8Butheknew their thoughts; andhe said
to the man who had the withered hand,
“Riseupandstand in themiddle.” Hearose
and stood.

9Then Jesus said to them, “I will ask you
something: Is it lawful on the Sabbath to
do good, or to do harm? To save a life, or to
kill?”

10He looked around at themall, and said
to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He
did, and his handwas restored as sound as
the other.

11 But they were filled with rage, and
talked with one another about what they
might do to Jesus.

12 In thesedays, hewentout to themoun-
tain to pray, and he continued all night in
prayer to God.

13 When it was day, he called his dis-
ciples, and from them he chose twelve,
whom he also named apostles:

14 Simon, whom he also named Peter;
Andrew, his brother; James; John; Philip;
Bartholomew;

15Matthew; Thomas; James the sonofAl-
phaeus; Simonwhowas called the Zealot;

16 Judas the son of James; and Judas Is-
cariot, who also became a traitor.

17Hecamedownwith themandstoodon
a level place, with a crowd of his disciples
and a great number of the people from all
Judea and Jerusalem and the sea coast of
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Tyre and Sidon,who came to hear himand
to be healed of their diseases,

18 as well as those who were troubled
by unclean spirits; and they were being
healed.

19All the multitude sought to touch him,
for power came out of him and healed
them all.

20 He lifted up his eyes to his disciples,
and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,

for God’s Kingdom is yours.
21Blessed are you who hunger now,

for you will be filled.
Blessed are you whoweep now,

for you will laugh.
22Blessed are youwhenmenhate you, and

when they exclude and mock you,
and throwout yournameas evil, for
the Son of Man’s sake.

23 Rejoice in that day and leap for
joy, for behold, your reward is great
in heaven, for their fathers did the
same thing to the prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich!
For you have received your consola-
tion.

25Woe to you, you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.

Woe to you who laugh now,
for you will mourn andweep.

26Woe,†when‡men speak well of you,
for their fathers did the same thing to
the false prophets.

27 “But I tell you who hear: love your
enemies, do good to those who hate you,

28 bless those who curse you, and pray
for those whomistreat you.

29 To him who strikes you on the cheek,
offer also the other; and from him who
takes away your cloak, don’t withhold
your coat also.

30 Give to everyone who asks you, and
don’t ask him who takes away your goods
to give them back again.

31 “As youwould like people to do to you,
do exactly so to them.

32 “If you love those who love you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them.

33 If you do good to those who do good to
you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners do the same.

34 If you lend to those from whom you
hope to receive, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive
back as much.

35 But love your enemies, and do good,
and lend, expecting nothing back; and
your reward will be great, and you will be
children of the Most High; for he is kind
toward the unthankful and evil.
36 “Therefore bemerciful,

even as your Father is also merciful.
37Don’t judge,

and you won’t be judged.
Don’t condemn,

and youwon’t be condemned.
Set free,

and you will be set free.
38 “Give, and it will be given to you: good

measure, pressed down, shaken together,
and running over, will be given to you.§
Forwith the samemeasure youmeasure it
will be measured back to you.”

39He spoke a parable to them. “Can the
blind guide the blind? Won’t they both fall
into a pit?

40A disciple is not above his teacher, but
everyone when he is fully trained will be
like his teacher.

41Why do you see the speck of chaff that
is in your brother’s eye, but don’t consider
the beam that is in your own eye?

42 Or how can you tell your brother,
‘Brother, let me remove the speck of chaff
that is in your eye,’ when you yourself
don’t see the beam that is in your own eye?
You hypocrite! First remove the beam
from your own eye, and then you can see
clearly to remove the speck of chaff that is
in your brother’s eye.

43 “For there is no good tree that pro-
duces rotten fruit, nor again a rotten tree
that produces good fruit.

44For each tree is knownby its own fruit.
For people don’t gather figs from thorns,

† 6:26 TR adds “to you” ‡ 6:26 TR adds “all” § 6:38 literally, into your bosom.
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nor do they gather grapes from a bramble
bush.

45The goodman out of the good treasure
of his heart brings out that which is good,
and the evil man out of the evil treasure
of his heart brings out that which is evil,
for out of the abundance of the heart, his
mouth speaks.

46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and
don’t do the things which I say?

47Everyonewho comes tome, and hears
my words and does them, I will show you
who he is like.

48He is like aman building a house, who
dug and went deep and laid a foundation
on the rock. When a flood arose, the
streambrokeagainst thathouse, andcould
not shake it, because it was founded on the
rock.

49 But he who hears and doesn’t do, is
like a man who built a house on the earth
without a foundation, against which the
stream broke, and immediately it fell; and
the ruin of that house was great.”

7
1 After he had finished speaking in the

hearing of the people, he entered into Ca-
pernaum.

2A certain centurion’s servant, whowas
dear to him, was sick and at the point of
death.

3When he heard about Jesus, he sent to
him elders of the Jews, asking him to come
and save his servant.

4When they came to Jesus, they begged
him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy for
you to do this for him,

5 for he loves ournation, andhebuilt our
synagogue for us.”

6 Jesus went with them. When he was
now not far from the house, the centurion
sent friends to him, saying to him, “Lord,
don’t trouble yourself, for I am not worthy
for you to come undermy roof.

7 Therefore I didn’t even think myself
worthy to come to you; but say the word,
andmy servant will be healed.

8 For I also am a man placed under au-
thority, having undermyself soldiers. I tell

this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes; and to another,
‘Come!’ and he comes; and to my servant,
‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

9When Jesus heard these things, hemar-
veled at him, and turned and said to the
multitude who followed him, “I tell you, I
have not found such great faith, no, not in
Israel.”

10Those whowere sent, returning to the
house, found that the servant who had
been sick was well.

11 Soon afterwards, he went to a city
called Nain. Many of his disciples, along
with a great multitude, went with him.

12 Now when he came near to the gate
of the city, behold, one who was dead
was carried out, the only born† son of his
mother, and she was a widow. Many peo-
ple of the city were with her.

13When the Lord saw her, he had com-
passion on her and said to her, “Don’t cry.”

14He came near and touched the coffin,
and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young
man, I tell you, arise!”

15He who was dead sat up and began to
speak. Then he gave him to his mother.

16Fear tookhold of all, and they glorified
God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen
among us!” and, “God has visited his peo-
ple!”

17 This report went out concerning him
in the whole of Judea and in all the sur-
rounding region.

18Thedisciples of John toldhimabout all
these things.

19 John, calling to himself two of his dis-
ciples, sent them to Jesus, saying, “Are you
the one who is coming, or should we look
for another?”

20When the men had come to him, they
said, “John the Baptizer has sent us to you,
saying, ‘Are you he who comes, or should
we look for another?’ ”

21 In that hourhe curedmanyof diseases
and plagues and evil spirits; and to many
whowere blind he gave sight.

22 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell
John the things which you have seen and
heard: that the blind receive their sight,

† 7:12 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or
“one and only”.
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the lamewalk, the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the
poor have good news preached to them.

23Blessed is hewhofindsnooccasion for
stumbling inme.”

24 When John’s messengers had de-
parted, he began to tell the multitudes
about John, “What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the
wind?

25But what did you go out to see? Aman
clothed in soft clothing? Behold, thosewho
are gorgeously dressed and live delicately
are in kings’ courts.

26 But what did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more
than a prophet.

27This is he of whom it is written,
‘Behold, I send my messenger before your

face,
who will prepare your way before
you.’*

28 “For I tell you, among those who are
born of women there is not a greater
prophet than John theBaptizer; yethewho
is least in God’s Kingdom is greater than
he.”

29 When all the people and the tax col-
lectors heard this, they declared God to
be just, having been baptized with John’s
baptism.

30 But the Pharisees and the lawyers re-
jected the counsel of God, not being bap-
tized by him themselves.

31 ‡ “To what then should I compare the
people of this generation? What are they
like?

32 They are like children who sit in the
marketplace and call to one another, say-
ing, ‘Wepiped toyou, andyoudidn’t dance.
Wemourned, and you didn’t weep.’

33 For John the Baptizer came neither
eating bread nor drinking wine, and you
say, ‘He has a demon.’

34 The Son of Man has come eating and
drinking, and you say, ‘Behold, a glutton
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors
and sinners!’

35 Wisdom is justified by all her chil-
dren.”

36One of the Pharisees invited him to eat
with him. He entered into the Pharisee’s
house and sat at the table.

37 Behold, a woman in the city who was
a sinner, when she knew that he was re-
clining in the Pharisee’s house, brought an
alabaster jar of ointment.

38 Standing behind at his feet weeping,
she began to wet his feet with her tears,
and she wiped them with the hair of her
head, kissed his feet, and anointed them
with the ointment.

39 Now when the Pharisee who had in-
vited him saw it, he said to himself, “This
man, if hewere aprophet,wouldhaveper-
ceivedwhoandwhatkindofwoman this is
who touches him, that she is a sinner.”

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have
something to tell you.”
He said, “Teacher, say on.”
41“Acertain lenderhad twodebtors. The

one owed five hundred denarii, and the
other fifty.

42 When they couldn’t pay, he forgave
them both. Which of them therefore will
love himmost?”

43 Simon answered, “He, I suppose, to
whom he forgave themost.”
He said to him, “You have judged cor-

rectly.”
44 Turning to the woman, he said to Si-

mon, “Do you see this woman? I entered
into yourhouse, andyougavemenowater
for my feet, but she has wet my feet with
her tears, and wiped themwith the hair of
her head.

45You gaveme no kiss, but she, since the
time I came in, has not ceased to kiss my
feet.

46Youdidn’t anointmyheadwith oil, but
she has anointedmy feet with ointment.

47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which
are many, are forgiven, for she loved
much. But one to whom little is forgiven,
loves little.”

48 He said to her, “Your sins are for-
given.”

49 Those who sat at the table with him
began to say to themselves, “Who is this
who even forgives sins?”

50He said to the woman, “Your faith has
saved you. Go in peace.”

* 7:27Malachi 3:1 ‡ 7:31 TR adds “But the Lord said,”
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8
1 Soon afterwards, he went about

through cities and villages, preaching and
bringing the good news of God’s Kingdom.
With himwere the twelve,

2 and certain women who had been
healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary
who was called Magdalene, from whom
seven demons had gone out;

3and Joanna, thewife of Chuzas, Herod’s
steward; Susanna; and many others who
served them† from their possessions.

4When a great multitude came together
andpeople fromevery citywere coming to
him, he spoke by a parable:

5 “The farmer went out to sow his seed.
As he sowed, some fell along the road, and
it was trampled under foot, and the birds
of the sky devoured it.

6Other seed fell on the rock, and as soon
as it grew, it withered away, because it had
nomoisture.

7 Other fell amid the thorns, and the
thorns grewwith it and choked it.

8 Other fell into the good ground and
grew and produced one hundred times as
much fruit.” As he said these things, he
called out, “He who has ears to hear, let
him hear!”

9 Then his disciples asked him, “What
does this parable mean?”

10 He said, “To you it is given to know
themysteries of God’s Kingdom, but to the
rest it is given in parables, that ‘seeing they
may not see, and hearing they may not
understand.’*

11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is
the word of God.

12 Those along the road are those who
hear; then the devil comes and takes away
the word from their heart, that they may
not believe and be saved.

13Those on the rock are they who, when
they hear, receive the word with joy; but
these have no root. They believe for a
while, then fall away in time of tempta-
tion.

14What fell among the thorns, these are
those who have heard, and as they go
on their way they are choked with cares,

riches, and pleasures of life; and they
bring no fruit to maturity.

15 Those in the good ground, these are
those who with an honest and good heart,
having heard the word, hold it tightly, and
produce fruit with perseverance.

16“Noone,whenhehas lit a lamp, covers
it with a container or puts it under a bed;
but puts it on a stand, that thosewho enter
inmay see the light.

17 For nothing is hidden that will not be
revealed, nor anything secret that will not
be known and come to light.

18 Be careful therefore how you hear.
For whoever has, to himwill be given; and
whoever doesn’t have, from him will be
taken away even that which he thinks he
has.”

19Hismother and brothers came to him,
and they could not come near him for the
crowd.

20 Some people told him, “Your mother
and your brothers stand outside, desiring
to see you.”

21 But he answered them, “My mother
and my brothers are these who hear the
word of God and do it.”

22Now on one of those days, he entered
into a boat, himself and his disciples, and
he said to them, “Let’s go over to the other
side of the lake.” So they launched out.

23 But as they sailed, he fell asleep. A
wind storm came down on the lake, and
theywere taking ondangerous amounts of
water.

24 They came to him and awoke him,
saying, “Master, Master, we are dying!”
He awoke and rebuked the wind and the
raging of the water; then they ceased, and
it was calm.*

25Hesaid to them, “Where is your faith?”
Being afraid, they marveled, saying to one
another, “Who is this then, that he com-
mands even the winds and the water, and
they obey him?”

26Then they arrived at the country of the
Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee.

27When Jesus stepped ashore, a certain
man out of the city who had demons for

† 8:3 TR reads “him” instead of “them” * 8:10 Isaiah 6:9 * 8:24 See Psalms 107:29
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a long time met him. He wore no clothes,
and didn’t live in a house, but in the tombs.

28When he saw Jesus, he cried out and
fell downbeforehim, andwitha loudvoice
said, “What do I have to dowith you, Jesus,
you Son of the Most High God? I beg you,
don’t torment me!”

29 For Jesus was commanding the un-
clean spirit to come out of theman. For the
unclean spirit had often seized the man.
He was kept under guard and bound with
chains and fetters. Breaking the bonds
apart, hewas drivenby the demon into the
desert.

30 Jesusaskedhim, “What is yourname?”
He said, “Legion,” for many demons had

entered into him.
31 They begged him that he would not

command them to go into the abyss.
32 Now there was there a herd of many

pigs feeding on the mountain, and they
begged him that he would allow them to
enter into those. Then he allowed them.

33 The demons came out of the man and
entered into the pigs, and the herd rushed
down the steep bank into the lake and
were drowned.

34 When those who fed them saw what
had happened, they fled and told it in the
city and in the country.

35 People went out to see what had hap-
pened. They came to Jesus and found the
man fromwhomthedemonshadgoneout,
sittingat Jesus’ feet, clothedand inhis right
mind; and they were afraid.

36 Those who saw it told them how he
who had been possessed by demons was
healed.

37 All the people of the surrounding
country of the Gadarenes asked him to de-
part from them, for they were very much
afraid. Then he entered into the boat and
returned.

38 But the man from whom the demons
had gone out begged him that he might go
with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying,

39 “Return to your house, and declare
what great things God has done for you.”
He went his way, proclaiming throughout

the whole city what great things Jesus had
done for him.

40 When Jesus returned, the multitude
welcomed him, for they were all waiting
for him.

41Behold, a man named Jairus came. He
was a ruler of the synagogue. He fell down
at Jesus’ feet and begged him to come into
his house,

42 for he had an only born‡ daughter,
about twelve years of age, and she was dy-
ing. But as hewent, themultitudes pressed
against him.

43A woman who had a flow of blood for
twelve years, who had spent all her living
on physicians and could not be healed by
any,

44 came behind him and touched the
fringe§ of his cloak. Immediately the flow
of her blood stopped.

45 Jesus said, “Who touchedme?”
When all denied it, Peter and those with

him said, “Master, the multitudes press
and jostle you, and you say, ‘Who touched
me?’”

46 But Jesus said, “Someone did touch
me, for Iperceived thatpowerhasgoneout
of me.”

47When thewomansawthat shewasnot
hidden, she came trembling; and falling
down before him declared to him in the
presence of all the people the reason why
she had touched him, and how she was
healed immediately.

48 He said to her, “Daughter, cheer up.
Your faithhasmadeyouwell. Go inpeace.”

49Whilehe still spoke, one fromthe ruler
of the synagogue’s house came, saying to
him, “Your daughter is dead. Don’t trouble
the Teacher.”

50 But Jesus hearing it, answered him,
“Don’t be afraid. Only believe, and shewill
be healed.”

51When he came to the house, he didn’t
allow anyone to enter in, except Peter,
John, James, the fatherof the child, andher
mother.

52 All were weeping and mourning her,
but he said, “Don’t weep. She isn’t dead,
but sleeping.”

‡ 8:42 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or
“one and only”. § 8:44 or, tassel
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53 They were ridiculing him, knowing
that she was dead.

54But he put themall outside, and taking
her by the hand, he called, saying, “Child,
arise!”

55 Her spirit returned, and she rose up
immediately. He commanded that some-
thing be given to her to eat.

56Herparentswereamazed, buthe com-
manded them to tell no onewhat had been
done.

9
1 He called the twelve† together and

gave them power and authority over all
demons, and to cure diseases.

2He sent them out to preach God’s King-
dom and to heal the sick.

3He said to them, “Take nothing for your
journey—no staffs, nor wallet, nor bread,
nor money. Don’t have two tunics each.

4 Into whatever house you enter, stay
there, and depart from there.

5Asmanyasdon’t receiveyou,whenyou
depart from that city, shake off even the
dust fromyour feet for a testimony against
them.”

6 They departed and went throughout
the villages, preaching the Good News and
healing everywhere.

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all
that was done by him; and he was very
perplexed, because it was said by some
that John had risen from the dead,

8 and by some that Elijah had appeared,
and by others that one of the old prophets
had risen again.

9Herod said, “I beheaded John, but who
is this aboutwhom I hear such things?” He
sought to see him.

10The apostles, when they had returned,
told himwhat things they had done.
He took them and withdrew apart to a

desert region of‡ a city called Bethsaida.
11 But the multitudes, perceiving it, fol-

lowed him. He welcomed them, spoke
to them of God’s Kingdom, and he cured
those who needed healing.

12 The day began to wear away; and the
twelve came and said to him, “Send the

multitude away, that they may go into the
surrounding villages and farms and lodge
and get food, for we are here in a deserted
place.”

13 But he said to them, “You give them
something to eat.”
They said, “We have no more than five

loaves and two fish, unless we should go
and buy food for all these people.”

14 For they were about five thousand
men.
He said to his disciples, “Make them sit

down in groups of about fifty each.”
15 They did so, and made them all sit

down.
16 He took the five loaves and the two

fish, and looking up to the sky, he blessed
them, broke them, and gave them to the
disciples to set before themultitude.

17Theyate andwereall filled. They gath-
ered up twelve baskets of broken pieces
that were left over.

18As he was praying alone, the disciples
were near him, and he asked them, “Who
do themultitudes say that I am?”

19 They answered, “ ‘John the Baptizer,’
but others say, ‘Elijah,’ and others, that one
of the old prophets has risen again.”

20He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?”
Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”
21But he warned them and commanded

them to tell this to no one,
22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer

many things, and be rejected by the elders,
chief priests, and scribes, and be killed,
and the third day be raised up.”

23 He said to all, “If anyone desires to
come after me, let him deny himself, take
up his cross,§ and followme.

24 For whoever desires to save his life
will lose it, butwhoeverwill losehis life for
my sake will save it.

25 For what does it profit a man if he
gains thewholeworld, and loses or forfeits
his own self?

26 For whoever will be ashamed of me
and of my words, of him will the Son of
Man be ashamed when he comes in his

† 9:1 TR reads “his twelve disciples” instead of “the twelve” ‡ 9:10NU omits “a desert region of”. § 9:23 TR, NU
add “daily”
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glory, and the glory of the Father, and of
the holy angels.

27 But I tell you the truth: There are
some of those who stand here who will in
no way taste of death until they see God’s
Kingdom.”

28 About eight days after these sayings,
he took with him Peter, John, and James,
and went up onto themountain to pray.

29 As he was praying, the appearance
of his face was altered, and his clothing
becamewhite and dazzling.

30 Behold, two men were talking with
him, whowereMoses and Elijah,

31 who appeared in glory and spoke of
his departure,† which he was about to ac-
complish at Jerusalem.

32 Now Peter and those who were with
himwere heavywith sleep, but when they
were fully awake, they saw his glory, and
the twomenwho stood with him.

33As they were parting from him, Peter
said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to
be here. Let’s make three tents: one for
you, one forMoses, and one for Elijah,”not
knowing what he said.

34 While he said these things, a cloud
came and overshadowed them, and they
were afraid as they entered into the cloud.

35A voice came out of the cloud, saying,
“This is my beloved Son. Listen to him!”

36When the voice came, Jesuswas found
alone. They were silent, and told no one
in those days any of the things which they
had seen.

37On the next day, when they had come
down from the mountain, a great multi-
tudemet him.

38 Behold, a man from the crowd called
out, saying, “Teacher, I beg you to look at
my son, for he is my only born‡ child.

39Behold, a spirit takes him, he suddenly
cries out, and it convulses him so that he
foams; and it hardly departs from him,
bruising him severely.

40 I begged your disciples to cast it out,
and they couldn’t.”

41 Jesus answered, “Faithless and per-
verse generation, how long shall I be with

you and bear with you? Bring your son
here.”

42While he was still coming, the demon
threw him down and convulsed him vi-
olently. But Jesus rebuked the unclean
spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back
to his father.

43 They were all astonished at the
majesty of God.
But while all were marveling at all the

things which Jesus did, he said to his dis-
ciples,

44 “Let these words sink into your ears,
for the SonofManwill bedeliveredup into
the hands of men.”

45 But they didn’t understand this say-
ing. It was concealed from them, that
they should not perceive it, and they were
afraid to ask him about this saying.

46Anargument aroseamong themabout
which of themwas the greatest.

47 Jesus, perceiving the reasoning of
their hearts, took a little child, and set him
by his side,

48 and said to them, “Whoever receives
this little child in my name receives me.
Whoever receives me receives him who
sent me. For whoever is least among you
all, this one will be great.”

49 John answered, “Master, we saw
someone casting out demons in your
name, and we forbade him, because he
doesn’t followwith us.”

50 Jesus said to him, “Don’t forbid him,
for he who is not against us is for us.”

51 It came to pass, when the days were
near that he should be taken up, he in-
tently set his face to go to Jerusalem

52 and sent messengers before his face.
Theywent and entered into a village of the
Samaritans, so as to prepare for him.

53 They didn’t receive him, because he
was traveling with his face set toward
Jerusalem.

54 When his disciples, James and John,
saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us
to command fire to come down from the
sky and destroy them, just as Elijah did?”

† 9:31 literally, “exodus” ‡ 9:38 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes
translated “only begotten” or “one and only”.
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55But he turned and rebuked them, “You
don’t know of what kind of spirit you are.

56 For the Son of Man didn’t come to
destroymen’s lives, but to save them.”
They went to another village.
57As theywent on theway, a certainman

said tohim, “Iwant to followyouwherever
you go, Lord.”

58 Jesus said to him, “The foxes have
holes and the birds of the sky have nests,
but the Son of Man has no place to lay his
head.”

59He said to another, “Followme!”
But he said, “Lord, allow me first to go

and burymy father.”
60But Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead

to bury their own dead, but you go and
announce God’s Kingdom.”

61 Another also said, “I want to follow
you, Lord, but first allow me to say good-
bye to those who are at my house.”

62But Jesus said to him, “No one, having
put his hand to the plow and looking back,
is fit for God’s Kingdom.”

10
1 Now after these things, the Lord also

appointed seventy others, and sent them
two by two ahead of him† into every city
and place where he was about to come.

2 Then he said to them, “The harvest is
indeed plentiful, but the laborers are few.
Pray therefore to the Lord of the harvest,
that hemay send out laborers into his har-
vest.

3Go yourways. Behold, I send you out as
lambs among wolves.

4Carrynopurse, norwallet, nor sandals.
Greet no one on the way.

5 Into whatever house you enter, first
say, ‘Peace be to this house.’

6 If a sonofpeace is there, yourpeacewill
rest onhim; but if not, itwill return to you.

7Remain in that same house, eating and
drinking the things they give, for the la-
borer isworthyofhiswages. Don’t go from
house to house.

8 Into whatever city you enter and they
receive you, eat the things that are set
before you.

9 Heal the sick who are there and tell
them, ‘God’s Kingdom has come near to
you.’

10 But into whatever city you enter and
they don’t receive you, go out into its
streets and say,

11 ‘Even the dust from your city that
clings to us, we wipe off against you. Nev-
ertheless know this, that God’s Kingdom
has come near to you.’

12 I tell you, it will be more tolerable in
that day for Sodom than for that city.

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,
Bethsaida! For if the mighty works had
been done in Tyre and Sidon which were
done in you, they would have repented
long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.

14 But it will be more tolerable for Tyre
and Sidon in the judgment than for you.

15 You, Capernaum, who are exalted to
heaven, will be brought down to Hades. ‡

16Whoever listens to you listens to me,
and whoever rejects you rejects me. Who-
ever rejects me rejects himwho sent me.”

17The seventy returned with joy, saying,
“Lord, even thedemons are subject to us in
your name!”

18He said to them, “I saw Satan having
fallen like lightning from heaven.

19 Behold, I give you authority to tread
on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy. Nothing will in any
way hurt you.

20Nevertheless, don’t rejoice in this, that
the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice
that your names are written in heaven.”

21 In that same hour, Jesus rejoiced in
the Holy Spirit, and said, “I thank you, O
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you
have hidden these things from the wise
and understanding, and revealed them to
little children. Yes, Father, for so it was
well-pleasing in your sight.”

22 Turning to the disciples, he said, “All
things have been delivered to me by my
Father. No one knows who the Son is,
except the Father, and who the Father is,
except the Son, and he to whomever the
Son desires to reveal him.”

† 10:1 literally, “before his face” ‡ 10:15Hades is the lower realm of the dead, or Hell.
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23 Turning to the disciples, he said pri-
vately, “Blessed are the eyes which see the
things that you see,

24 for I tell you that many prophets and
kings desired to see the things which you
see, and didn’t see them, and to hear the
things which you hear, and didn’t hear
them.”

25Behold, a certain lawyer stood up and
tested him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I
do to inherit eternal life?”

26He said to him, “What is written in the
law? How do you read it?”

27He answered, “You shall love the Lord
your Godwith all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your strength, and with all
your mind;* and your neighbor as your-
self.”*

28 He said to him, “You have answered
correctly. Do this, and you will live.”

29 But he, desiring to justify himself,
asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?”

30 Jesus answered, “A certain man was
goingdown from Jerusalem to Jericho, and
he fell among robbers, who both stripped
him and beat him, and departed, leaving
him half dead.

31 By chance a certain priest was going
down that way. When he saw him, he
passed by on the other side.

32 In the samewayaLevite also,whenhe
came to the place and saw him, passed by
on the other side.

33 But a certain Samaritan, as he trav-
eled, came where he was. When he saw
him, he wasmoved with compassion,

34 came to him, and bound up his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. He set
him on his own animal, brought him to an
inn, and took care of him.

35 On the next day, when he departed,
he took out two denarii, gave them to the
host, and said to him, ‘Take care of him.
Whatever you spend beyond that, I will
repay you when I return.’

36Nowwhich of these three do you think
seemed to be a neighbor to him who fell
among the robbers?”

37 He said, “He who showed mercy on
him.”

Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do like-
wise.”

38 As they went on their way, he en-
tered into a certain village, and a certain
woman named Martha received him into
her house.

39 She had a sister called Mary, who also
sat at Jesus’ feet and heard his word.

40But Martha was distracted with much
serving, and she came up to him, and said,
“Lord, don’t you care thatmy sister left me
to serve alone? Ask her therefore to help
me.”

41 Jesus answered her, “Martha, Martha,
you are anxious and troubled about many
things,

42 but one thing is needed. Mary has
chosen the good part, which will not be
taken away from her.”

11
1When he finished praying in a certain

place, one of his disciples said to him,
“Lord, teach us to pray, just as John also
taught his disciples.”

2He said to them, “When you pray, say,
‘Our Father in heaven,

may your name be kept holy.
May your Kingdom come.

May yourwill be done on earth, as it is
in heaven.

3Give us day by day our daily bread.
4Forgive us our sins,

forweourselvesalso forgiveeveryone
who is indebted to us.

Bring us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.’ ”

5He said to them, “Which of you, if you
go to a friend at midnight and tell him,
‘Friend, lendme three loaves of bread,

6 for a friend of mine has come to me
from a journey, and I have nothing to set
before him,’

7 and he from within will answer and
say, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is now
shut, and my children are with me in bed.
I can’t get up and give it to you’?

8 I tell you, although he will not rise and
give it to him because he is his friend, yet
because of his persistence, he will get up
and give him asmany as he needs.

* 10:27 Deuteronomy 6:5 * 10:27 Leviticus 19:18
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9 “I tell you, keep asking, and it will be
given you. Keep seeking, and youwill find.
Keep knocking, and it will be opened to
you.

10 For everyone who asks receives. He
who seeks finds. To himwho knocks it will
be opened.

11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks
for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he
asks for a fish, he won’t give him a snake
instead of a fish, will he?

12Or if he asks for an egg, he won’t give
him a scorpion, will he?

13 If you then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, howmuch
more will your heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask him?”

14 He was casting out a demon, and it
was mute. When the demon had gone out,
the mute man spoke; and the multitudes
marveled.

15 But some of them said, “He casts out
demons by Beelzebul, the prince of the
demons.”

16Others, testing him, sought fromhima
sign from heaven.

17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said
to them, “Every kingdom divided against
itself is brought to desolation. A house
divided against itself falls.

18 If Satanalso is dividedagainst himself,
how will his kingdom stand? For you say
that I cast out demons by Beelzebul.

19 But if I cast out demons by Beelzebul,
by whom do your children cast them out?
Therefore they will be your judges.

20But if IbyGod’sfingercastoutdemons,
then God’s Kingdom has come to you.

21 “When the strong man, fully armed,
guards his own dwelling, his goods are
safe.

22 But when someone stronger attacks
him and overcomes him, he takes from
him his whole armor in which he trusted,
and divides his plunder.

23 “He who is not with me is against me.
He who doesn’t gather withme scatters.

24 The unclean spirit, when he has gone
out of the man, passes through dry places,
seeking rest; and finding none, he says, ‘I

will turn back to my house from which I
came out.’

25Whenhe returns, hefinds it swept and
put in order.

26 Then he goes and takes seven other
spirits more evil than himself, and they
enter in and dwell there. The last state of
that man becomes worse than the first.”

27 It came to pass, as he said these things,
a certainwomanoutof themultitude lifted
up her voice and said to him, “Blessed is
the womb that bore you, and the breasts
which nursed you!”

28 But he said, “On the contrary, blessed
are those who hear the word of God, and
keep it.”

29When the multitudes were gathering
together to him, he began to say, “This is
an evil generation. It seeks after a sign. No
signwill be given to it but the sign of Jonah
the prophet.

30For even as Jonah became a sign to the
Ninevites, so the Son of Manwill also be to
this generation.

31 The Queen of the South will rise up
in the judgment with the men of this gen-
eration and will condemn them, for she
came from the ends of the earth to hear
the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, one
greater than Solomon is here.

32 The men of Nineveh will stand up in
the judgment with this generation, and
will condemn it, for they repented at
the preaching of Jonah; and behold, one
greater than Jonah is here.

33 “Noone,whenhe has lit a lamp, puts it
ina cellarorunderabasket, butona stand,
that those who come inmay see the light.

34The lampof the body is the eye. There-
fore when your eye is good, your whole
body is also full of light; but when it is evil,
your body also is full of darkness.

35Therefore seewhether the light that is
in you isn’t darkness.

36 If therefore your whole body is full
of light, having no part dark, it will be
wholly full of light, as when the lampwith
its bright shining gives you light.”

37 Now as he spoke, a certain Pharisee
asked him to dine with him. He went in
and sat at the table.
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38WhenthePharisee sawit, hemarveled
that hehadnotfirstwashedhimself before
dinner.

39 The Lord said to him, “Now you Phar-
isees cleanse the outside of the cup and of
the platter, but your inward part is full of
extortion andwickedness.

40 You foolish ones, didn’t he who made
the outside make the inside also?

41 But give for gifts to the needy those
things which are within, and behold, all
things will be clean to you.

42 But woe to you Pharisees! For you
tithemint and rue and every herb, but you
bypass justice andGod’s love. You ought to
have done these, and not to have left the
other undone.

43 Woe to you Pharisees! For you love
the best seats in the synagogues and the
greetings in themarketplaces.

44 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For youare like hidden graves,
and the men who walk over them don’t
know it.”

45 One of the lawyers answered him,
“Teacher, in saying this you insult us also.”

46 He said, “Woe to you lawyers also!
For you load men with burdens that are
difficult to carry, and you yourselveswon’t
even lift one finger to help carry those
burdens.

47Woe to you! For you build the tombs
of the prophets, and your fathers killed
them.

48Soyou testify and consent to theworks
of your fathers. For they killed them, and
you build their tombs.

49Thereforealso thewisdomofGodsaid,
‘I will send to them prophets and apostles;
and some of them they will kill and perse-
cute,

50 that the blood of all the prophets,
whichwas shed from the foundationof the
world,maybe required of this generation,

51 from the blood of Abel to the blood
of Zachariah, who perished between the
altar and the sanctuary.’ Yes, I tell you, it
will be required of this generation.

52 Woe to you lawyers! For you took
away the key of knowledge. You didn’t

enter in yourselves, and those who were
entering in, you hindered.”

53 As he said these things to them, the
scribes and the Pharisees began to be ter-
ribly angry, and to draw many things out
of him,

54 lying in wait for him, and seeking to
catch him in something he might say, that
theymight accuse him.

12
1Meanwhile, when amultitude of many

thousands had gathered together, somuch
so that they trampled on each other, he
began to tell his disciples first of all, “Be-
ware of the yeast of the Pharisees, which
is hypocrisy.

2 But there is nothing covered up that
will not be revealed, nor hidden that will
not be known.

3 Therefore whatever you have said in
the darkness will be heard in the light.
What you have spoken in the ear in the
inner rooms will be proclaimed on the
housetops.

4 “I tell you,my friends, don’t be afraid of
thosewhokill thebody, andafter that have
nomore that they can do.

5 But I will warn you whom you should
fear. Fear him who after he has killed, has
power to cast intoGehenna.† Yes, I tell you,
fear him.

6 “Aren’t five sparrows sold for two as-
saria coins‡? Not one of them is forgotten
by God.

7 But the very hairs of your head are all
counted. Therefore don’t be afraid. You
are of more value thanmany sparrows.

8 “I tell you, everyone who confesses me
before men, the Son of Man will also con-
fess before the angels of God;

9buthewhodeniesme in thepresenceof
menwill bedenied in thepresenceofGod’s
angels.

10 Everyone who speaks a word against
the Son of Man will be forgiven, but those
whoblasphemeagainst theHoly Spiritwill
not be forgiven.

† 12:5 or, Hell ‡ 12:6An assarionwas a small copper coinworth about an hour’swages for an agricultural laborer.
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11When they bring you before the syn-
agogues, the rulers, and the authorities,
don’t be anxious how or what you will
answer or what you will say;

12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in
that same hour what youmust say.”

13 One of the multitude said to him,
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the in-
heritance withme.”

14 But he said to him, “Man, who made
me a judge or an arbitrator over you?”

15He said to them, “Beware! Keep your-
selves from covetousness, for a man’s life
doesn’t consist of the abundance of the
things which he possesses.”

16 He spoke a parable to them, saying,
“The ground of a certain rich man pro-
duced abundantly.

17 He reasoned within himself, saying,
‘What will I do, because I don’t have room
to store my crops?’

18He said, ‘This is what I will do. I will
pull down my barns, build bigger ones,
and there I will store all my grain and my
goods.

19 I will tell my soul, “Soul, you have
many goods laid up for many years. Take
your ease, eat, drink, and bemerry.” ’

20 “But God said to him, ‘You foolish one,
tonight your soul is required of you. The
things which you have prepared—whose
will they be?’

21 So is he who lays up treasure for him-
self, and is not rich toward God.”

22 He said to his disciples, “Therefore
I tell you, don’t be anxious for your life,
what you will eat, nor yet for your body,
what you will wear.

23Life is more than food, and the body is
more than clothing.

24 Consider the ravens: they don’t sow,
they don’t reap, they have no warehouse
or barn, and God feeds them. How much
more valuable are you than birds!

25 Which of you by being anxious can
add a cubit§ to his height?

26 If then you aren’t able to do even the
least things,whyareyouanxiousabout the
rest?

27 Consider the lilies, how they grow.
They don’t toil, neither do they spin; yet I
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these.

28But if this is howGod clothes the grass
in the field, which today exists and tomor-
row is cast into the oven, how much more
will he clothe you, O you of little faith?

29 “Don’t seek what you will eat or what
you will drink; neither be anxious.

30For the nations of the world seek after
all of these things, but your Father knows
that you need these things.

31But seek God’s Kingdom, and all these
things will be added to you.

32 “Don’t be afraid, little flock, for it is
your Father’s goodpleasure to give you the
Kingdom.

33 Sell what you have and give gifts to
the needy. Make for yourselves purses
which don’t grow old, a treasure in the
heavens that doesn’t fail, where no thief
approaches and nomoth destroys.

34 For where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also.

35 “Let your waist be dressed and your
lamps burning.

36 Be like men watching for their lord
when he returns from the wedding feast,
that when he comes and knocks, they may
immediately open to him.

37 Blessed are those servants whom the
lord will find watching when he comes.
Most certainly I tell you that he will dress
himself, make them recline, andwill come
and serve them.

38Theywill be blessed if he comes in the
second or third watch and finds them so.

39But know this, that if themaster of the
house had known in what hour the thief
was coming, he would have watched and
not allowed his house to be broken into.

40Therefore be ready also, for the Son of
Man is coming in an hour that you don’t
expect him.”

41Peter said tohim, “Lord, areyou telling
this parable to us, or to everybody?”

42 The Lord said, “Who then is the faith-
ful and wise steward, whom his lord will

§ 12:25 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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set over his household, to give them their
portion of food at the right times?

43 Blessed is that servant whom his lord
will find doing so when he comes.

44Truly I tell you thathewill sethimover
all that he has.

45 But if that servant says in his heart,
‘My lord delays his coming,’ and begins
to beat the menservants and the maid-
servants, and to eat and drink and to be
drunken,

46 then the lord of that servant will come
inadaywhenhe isn’t expectinghimand in
an hour that he doesn’t know, and will cut
him in two, and place his portion with the
unfaithful.

47That servant who knew his lord’s will,
anddidn’t preparenordowhat hewanted,
will be beaten withmany stripes,

48buthewhodidn’t know, anddid things
worthy of stripes, will be beaten with few
stripes. To whomever much is given, of
him will much be required; and to whom
much was entrusted, of him more will be
asked.

49 “I came to throw fire on the earth. I
wish it were already kindled.

50 But I have a baptism to be baptized
with, and how distressed I am until it is
accomplished!

51Do you think that I have come to give
peace in the earth? I tell you, no, but rather
division.

52 For from now on, there will be five in
one house divided, three against two, and
two against three.

53 They will be divided, father against
son, and son against father; mother
against daughter, and daughter against
her mother; mother-in-law against her
daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law.” *

54He said to the multitudes also, “When
youseeacloudrising fromthewest, imme-
diately you say, ‘A shower is coming,’ and
so it happens.

55 When a south wind blows, you say,
‘There will be a scorching heat,’ and it
happens.

56 You hypocrites! You know how to in-
terpret theappearanceof theearthand the
sky, but how is it that you don’t interpret
this time?

57 “Why don’t you judge for yourselves
what is right?

58 For when you are going with your
adversary before the magistrate, try dili-
gently on theway to be released fromhim,
lest perhaps he drag you to the judge, and
the judge deliver you to the officer, and the
officer throw you into prison.

59 I tell you, youwill by nomeans get out
of there until you have paid the very last
penny.†”

13
1 Now there were some present at

the same time who told him about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed
with their sacrifices.

2 Jesus answered them, “Do you think
that these Galileans were worse sinners
than all the other Galileans, because they
suffered such things?

3 I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you
will all perish in the sameway.

4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower
in Siloam fell and killed them—do you
think that they were worse offenders than
all the menwho dwell in Jerusalem?

5 I tell you, no, but, unless you repent,
you will all perish in the sameway.”

6He spoke this parable. “A certain man
had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and
he came seeking fruit on it and found
none.

7 He said to the vine dresser, ‘Behold,
these three years I have come looking for
fruit on this fig tree, and found none. Cut it
down! Why does it waste the soil?’

8He answered, ‘Lord, leave it alone this
year also, until I dig around it and fertilize
it.

9 If it bears fruit, fine; but if not, after
that, you can cut it down.’ ”

10 He was teaching in one of the syna-
gogues on the Sabbath day.

* 12:53Micah 7:6 † 12:59 literally, lepton. A lepton is a very small brass Jewish coinworth half a Romanquadrans
each, which isworth a quarter of the copper assarion. Lepta areworth less than 1%of an agricultural worker’s daily
wages.
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11Behold, therewas awomanwhohad a
spirit of infirmity eighteen years. She was
bent over and could in no way straighten
herself up.

12When Jesus saw her, he called her and
said to her, “Woman, you are freed from
your infirmity.”

13 He laid his hands on her, and imme-
diately she stood up straight and glorified
God.

14 The ruler of the synagogue, being in-
dignant because Jesus had healed on the
Sabbath, said to the multitude, “There are
six days in which men ought to work.
Therefore come on those days and be
healed, and not on the Sabbath day!”

15 Therefore the Lord answered him,
“You hypocrites! Doesn’t each one of you
free his ox or his donkey from the stall on
the Sabbath and lead him away to water?

16Ought not this woman, being a daugh-
ter of Abraham whom Satan had bound
eighteen long years, be freed from this
bondage on the Sabbath day?”

17 As he said these things, all his adver-
saries were disappointed; and all the mul-
titude rejoiced for all the glorious things
that were done by him.

18He said, “What is God’s Kingdom like?
To what shall I compare it?

19 It is like a grain ofmustard seedwhich
a man took and put in his own garden.
It grew and became a large tree, and the
birds of the sky live in its branches.”

20 Again he said, “To what shall I com-
pare God’s Kingdom?

21 It is like yeast, which a woman took
and hid in three measures † of flour, until
it was all leavened.”

22 He went on his way through cities
and villages, teaching, and traveling on to
Jerusalem.

23 One said to him, “Lord, are they few
who are saved?”
He said to them,
24 “Strive to enter in by the narrow door,

for many, I tell you, will seek to enter in
and will not be able.

25 When once the master of the house
has risenupandhas shut thedoor, andyou

begin to stand outside and to knock at the
door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ then
he will answer and tell you, ‘I don’t know
you or where you come from.’

26Then youwill begin to say, ‘Weate and
drank in your presence, and you taught in
our streets.’

27 He will say, ‘I tell you, I don’t know
where you come from. Depart fromme, all
you workers of iniquity.’

28Therewill beweeping andgnashing of
teethwhen you see Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
andall theprophets inGod’sKingdom, and
yourselves being thrown outside.

29 They will come from the east, west,
north, andsouth, andwill sit down inGod’s
Kingdom.

30 Behold, there are some who are last
who will be first, and there are some who
are first whowill be last.”

31 On that same day, some Pharisees
came, saying to him, “Get out of here and
go away, for Herod wants to kill you.”

32He said to them, “Go and tell that fox,
‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform
cures today and tomorrow, and the third
day I complete mymission.

33 Nevertheless I must go on my way
today and tomorrow and the next day, for
it can’t be that a prophet would perish
outside of Jerusalem.’

34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kills
the prophets and stones those who are
sent to her! How often I wanted to gather
your children together, like a hen gathers
her own brood under her wings, and you
refused!

35Behold, your house is left to you deso-
late. I tell you, youwill not seemeuntil you
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord!’ ” *

14
1When he went into the house of one of

the rulers of the Pharisees on a Sabbath to
eat bread, they were watching him.

2Behold, a certain man who had dropsy
was in front of him.

† 13:21 literally, three sata. 3 sata is about 39 liters or a bit more than a bushel. * 13:35 Psalms 118:26
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3 Jesus, answering, spoke to the lawyers
and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal
on the Sabbath?”

4But they were silent.
He tookhim, andhealedhim, and lethim

go.
5 He answered them, “Which of you, if

your son† or an ox fell into awell, wouldn’t
immediately pull him out on a Sabbath
day?”

6 They couldn’t answer him regarding
these things.

7He spoke a parable to those who were
invited, when he noticed how they chose
the best seats, and said to them,

8 “When you are invited by anyone to
a wedding feast, don’t sit in the best seat,
since perhaps someone more honorable
than youmight be invited by him,

9 and he who invited both of you would
come and tell you, ‘Make room for this per-
son.’ Then you would begin, with shame,
to take the lowest place.

10 But when you are invited, go and sit
in the lowest place, so that when he who
invitedyoucomes, hemay tell you, ‘Friend,
moveuphigher.’ Thenyouwill behonored
in the presence of all who sit at the table
with you.

11 For everyone who exalts himself will
be humbled, and whoever humbles him-
self will be exalted.”

12Healso said to theonewhohad invited
him, “When you make a dinner or a sup-
per, don’t call your friends, nor your broth-
ers, nor your kinsmen, nor rich neighbors,
or perhaps they might also return the fa-
vor, and pay you back.

13 But when you make a feast, ask the
poor, the maimed, the lame, or the blind;

14 and you will be blessed, because they
don’t have the resources to repay you. For
you will be repaid in the resurrection of
the righteous.”

15When one of thosewho sat at the table
with him heard these things, he said to
him, “Blessed is he who will feast in God’s
Kingdom!”

16 But he said to him, “A certain man
made a great supper, and he invited many
people.

17He sent out his servant at supper time
to tell those who were invited, ‘Come, for
everything is ready now.’

18They all as one began tomake excuses.
“The first said to him, ‘I have bought a

field, and I must go and see it. Please have
me excused.’

19 “Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke
of oxen, and Imust go try them out. Please
haveme excused.’

20 “Another said, ‘I have married a wife,
and therefore I can’t come.’

21 “That servant came, and told his lord
these things. Then themaster of the house,
being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out
quickly into the streets and lanes of the
city, and bring in the poor, maimed, blind,
and lame.’

22 “The servant said, ‘Lord, it is done as
you commanded, and there is still room.’

23 “The lord said to the servant, ‘Go out
into the highways and hedges, and compel
them to come in, that my house may be
filled.

24 For I tell you that none of those men
who were invited will taste of my supper.
Formanyare called, but feware chosen.‡’ ”

25Nowgreatmultitudeswere goingwith
him. He turned and said to them,

26 “If anyone comes to me, and doesn’t
disregard§ his own father, mother, wife,
children, brothers, and sisters, yes, andhis
own life also, he can’t be my disciple.

27 Whoever doesn’t bear his own cross
and come after me, can’t be my disciple.

28 For which of you, desiring to build a
tower, doesn’t first sit down and count the
cost, to see if hehas enough to complete it?

29Or perhaps, when he has laid a foun-
dation and isn’t able to finish, everyone
who sees begins to mock him,

30 saying, ‘This man began to build and
wasn’t able to finish.’

31Or what king, as he goes to encounter
another king in war, will not sit down first
and consider whether he is able with ten

† 14:5 TR reads “donkey” instead of “son” ‡ 14:24 RPMT includes the last sentence. TR, NU, and FHMT omit: For
many are called, but few are chosen. § 14:26 or, hate
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thousand to meet him who comes against
himwith twenty thousand?

32 Or else, while the other is yet a great
way off, he sends an envoy and asks for
conditions of peace.

33 So therefore, whoever of you who
doesn’t renounce all that he has, he can’t
be my disciple.

34 “Salt is good, but if the salt becomes
flat and tasteless, withwhat do you season
it?

35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the
manure pile. It is thrown out. He who has
ears to hear, let him hear.”

15
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners

were coming close to him to hear him.
2 The Pharisees and the scribes mur-

mured, saying, “This man welcomes sin-
ners, and eats with them.”

3He told them this parable:
4“Whichof youmen, if youhadonehun-

dred sheep and lost one of them, wouldn’t
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness
and go after the one that was lost, until he
found it?

5When he has found it, he carries it on
his shoulders, rejoicing.

6Whenhe comeshome, he calls together
his friends and his neighbors, saying to
them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found
my sheep which was lost!’

7 I tell you that even so there will be
more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents, than over ninety-nine righteous
people who need no repentance.

8 “Or what woman, if she had ten
drachma† coins, if she lost one drachma
coin, wouldn’t light a lamp, sweep the
house, and seek diligently until she found
it?

9 When she has found it, she calls to-
gether her friends and neighbors, saying,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the
drachmawhich I had lost!’

10 Even so, I tell you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one
sinner repenting.”

11He said, “A certainman had two sons.

12The younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me my share of your prop-
erty.’ So he divided his livelihood between
them.

13Not many days after, the younger son
gathered all of this together and traveled
into a far country. There he wasted his
property with riotous living.

14Whenhehad spent all of it, therearose
a severe famine in that country, and he
began to be in need.

15He went and joined himself to one of
the citizens of that country, and he sent
him into his fields to feed pigs.

16 He wanted to fill his belly with the
pods that the pigs ate, but no one gave him
any.

17But when he came to himself, he said,
‘How many hired servants of my father’s
have bread enough to spare, and I’mdying
with hunger!

18 I will get up and go to my father, and
will tell him, “Father, I have sinned against
heaven and in your sight.

19 I am nomoreworthy to be called your
son. Make me as one of your hired ser-
vants.” ’

20 “He arose and came to his father. But
whilehewas still faroff, his father sawhim
andwasmovedwith compassion, and ran,
fell on his neck, and kissed him.

21 The son said to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and in your sight. I
amno longerworthy tobe calledyour son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him.
Put a ring on his hand and sandals on his
feet.

23Bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let’s
eat and celebrate;

24 for this, my son, was dead and is alive
again. Hewas lost and is found.’ Then they
began to celebrate.

25 “Now his elder sonwas in the field. As
he came near to the house, he heardmusic
and dancing.

26 He called one of the servants to him
and asked what was going on.

27 He said to him, ‘Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the fat-

† 15:8 A drachma coin was worth about a days wages for an agricultural laborer.
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tened calf, because he has received him
back safe and healthy.’

28But hewas angry andwould not go in.
Therefore his father came out and begged
him.

29 But he answered his father, ‘Behold,
these many years I have served you, and
I never disobeyed a commandment of
yours, but you never gave me a goat, that
I might celebrate withmy friends.

30Butwhen this your son came, who has
devoured your livingwith prostitutes, you
killed the fattened calf for him.’

31 “He said to him, ‘Son, you are always
withme, and all that is mine is yours.

32But itwasappropriate to celebrateand
be glad, for this, your brother, was dead,
and is alive again. He was lost, and is
found.’ ”

16
1He also said to his disciples, “Therewas

a certain richmanwho had amanager. An
accusation was made to him that this man
was wasting his possessions.

2He called him, and said to him, ‘What
is this that I hear about you? Give an
accounting of your management, for you
can no longer bemanager.’

3 “The manager said within himself,
‘What will I do, seeing that my lord is tak-
ing away the management position from
me? I don’t have strength to dig. I am
ashamed to beg.

4 I know what I will do, so that when I
am removed frommanagement, theymay
receive me into their houses.’

5Calling each one of his lord’s debtors to
him, he said to the first, ‘Howmuch do you
owe tomy lord?’

6 He said, ‘A hundred batos† of oil.’ He
said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down
quickly and write fifty.’

7 Then he said to another, ‘How much
do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred cors‡ of
wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and
write eighty.’

8 “His lord commended the dishonest
manager because he had done wisely, for
the children of this world are, in their own

generation, wiser than the children of the
light.

9 I tell you, make for yourselves friends
bymeans of unrighteousmammon, so that
when you fail, they may receive you into
the eternal tents.

10 He who is faithful in a very little is
faithful also in much. He who is dishonest
in a very little is also dishonest in much.

11 If therefore you have not been faith-
ful in the unrighteous mammon, who will
commit to your trust the true riches?

12 If you have not been faithful in that
which is another’s, who will give you that
which is your own?

13No servant can serve two masters, for
either he will hate the one and love the
other; or else he will hold to one and de-
spise the other. You aren’t able to serve
God andMammon.”§

14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of
money, also heard all these things, and
they scoffed at him.

15 He said to them, “You are those who
justify yourselves in the sight of men, but
God knows your hearts. For that which is
exalted among men is an abomination in
the sight of God.

16 “The law and the prophets were until
John. From that time the Good News of
God’s Kingdom is preached, and everyone
is forcing his way into it.

17But it is easier for heaven and earth to
pass away than for one tiny stroke of a pen
in the law to fall.

18 “Everyone who divorces his wife and
marries another commits adultery. He
who marries one who is divorced from a
husband commits adultery.

19 “Now there was a certain rich man,
and he was clothed in purple and fine
linen, living in luxury every day.

20A certain beggar, named Lazarus, was
taken to his gate, full of sores,

21anddesiring to be fedwith the crumbs
that fell from the rich man’s table. Yes,
even the dogs came and licked his sores.

† 16:6 100 batos is about 395 liters or 104U. S. gallons. ‡ 16:7 100 cors = about 2,110 liters or 600 bushels. § 16:13
“Mammon” refers to riches or a false god of wealth.
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22 The beggar died, and he was carried
away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom.
The richman also died andwas buried.

23 In Hades,† he lifted up his eyes, being
in torment, and saw Abraham far off, and
Lazarus at his bosom.

24 He cried and said, ‘Father Abraham,
havemercy onme, and send Lazarus, that
hemaydip the tipofhisfinger inwaterand
coolmy tongue! For I am in anguish in this
flame.’

25 “But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember
that you, in your lifetime, received your
good things, and Lazarus, in the sameway,
bad things. But here he is now comforted
and you are in anguish.

26 Besides all this, between us and you
there is a great gulf fixed, that those who
want to pass fromhere to you are not able,
and that no onemay cross over from there
to us.’

27 “He said, ‘I ask you therefore, father,
that you would send him to my father’s
house—

28 for I have five brothers—that he may
testify to them, so they won’t also come
into this place of torment.’

29 “But Abraham said to him, ‘They have
Moses and the prophets. Let them listen to
them.’

30 “He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if
one goes to them from the dead, they will
repent.’

31 “He said to him, ‘If they don’t listen to
Moses and the prophets, neither will they
be persuaded if one rises from the dead.’ ”

17
1He said to the disciples, “It is impossi-

ble that no occasions of stumbling should
come, but woe to him through whom they
come!

2 It would be better for him if amillstone
were hung around his neck, and he were
thrown into the sea, rather than that he
should cause one of these little ones to
stumble.

3Be careful. If your brother sins against
you, rebuke him. If he repents, forgive
him.

4 If he sins against you seven times in
the day, and seven times returns, saying, ‘I
repent,’ you shall forgive him.”

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase
our faith.”

6 The Lord said, “If you had faith like
a grain of mustard seed, you would tell
this sycamore tree, ‘Be uprooted and be
planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.

7 But who is there among you, having
a servant plowing or keeping sheep, that
will say when he comes in from the field,
‘Come immediately and sit down at the
table’?

8 Wouldn’t he rather tell him, ‘Prepare
my supper, clothe yourself properly, and
serve me while I eat and drink. Afterward
you shall eat and drink’?

9Does he thank that servant because he
did the things that were commanded? I
think not.

10Even so you also, when you have done
all the things that are commanded you,
say, ‘We are unworthy servants. We have
done our duty.’ ”

11As he was on his way to Jerusalem, he
was passing along the borders of Samaria
and Galilee.

12Asheentered intoa certainvillage, ten
men who were lepers met him, who stood
at a distance.

13They lifted up their voices, saying, “Je-
sus, Master, havemercy on us!”

14 When he saw them, he said to them,
“Goandshowyourselves to thepriests.” As
they went, they were cleansed.

15One of them, when he saw that hewas
healed, turned back, glorifying God with a
loud voice.

16He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving
him thanks; and he was a Samaritan.

17 Jesus answered, “Weren’t the ten
cleansed? But where are the nine?

18Were there none found who returned
to give glory toGod, except this foreigner?”

19 Then he said to him, “Get up, and go
your way. Your faith has healed you.”

20 Being asked by the Pharisees when
God’s Kingdom would come, he answered
them, “God’s Kingdom doesn’t come with
observation;

† 16:23 or, Hell
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21 neither will they say, ‘Look, here!’ or,
‘Look, there!’ for behold, God’s Kingdom is
within you.”

22He said to the disciples, “The days will
comewhenyouwill desire to seeoneof the
daysof the SonofMan, andyouwill not see
it.

23 They will tell you, ‘Look, here!’ or
‘Look, there!’ Don’t go away or follow after
them,

24 for as the lightning, when it flashes
out of one part under the sky, shines to
another part under the sky, so will the Son
of Man be in his day.

25 But first, he must suffer many things
and be rejected by this generation.

26As itwas in the days ofNoah, even so it
will also be in the days of the Son of Man.

27 They ate, they drank, they married,
and they were given in marriage until the
day that Noah entered into the ship, and
the flood came and destroyed them all.

28Likewise, even as it was in the days of
Lot: theyate, theydrank, theybought, they
sold, they planted, they built;

29 but in the day that Lot went out from
Sodom, it rained fire and sulfur from the
sky and destroyed them all.

30 It will be the same way in the day that
the Son of Man is revealed.

31 In that day, he who will be on the
housetop and his goods in the house, let
him not go down to take them away. Let
him who is in the field likewise not turn
back.

32Remember Lot’s wife!
33Whoever seeks to save his life loses it,

but whoever loses his life preserves it.
34 I tell you, in thatnight therewill be two

people in one bed. One will be taken and
the other will be left.

35 There will be two grinding grain to-
gether. Onewill be takenand theotherwill
be left.”

36 †
37 They, answering, asked him, “Where,

Lord?”
He said to them, “Where the body is,

there the vultures will also be gathered
together.”

18
1 He also spoke a parable to them that

theymust always pray and not give up,
2 saying, “There was a judge in a certain

citywho didn’t fear God and didn’t respect
man.

3Awidowwas in that city, and she often
came to him, saying, ‘Defend me from my
adversary!’

4He wouldn’t for a while; but afterward
he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear
God nor respect man,

5 yet because this widow bothers me, I
will defend her, or else she will wear me
out by her continual coming.’ ”

6 The Lord said, “Listen to what the un-
righteous judge says.

7Won’t God avenge his chosen oneswho
are crying out to him day and night, and
yet he exercises patience with them?

8 I tell you that he will avenge them
quickly. Nevertheless, when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on the
earth?”

9 He also spoke this parable to certain
people who were convinced of their own
righteousness, and who despised all oth-
ers:

10 “Two men went up into the temple to
pray; one was a Pharisee, and the other
was a tax collector.

11ThePharisee stoodandprayedbyhim-
self like this: ‘God, I thank you that I am
not like the rest of men: extortionists, un-
righteous, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector.

12 I fast twice a week. I give tithes of all
that I get.’

13 But the tax collector, standing far
away, wouldn’t even lift up his eyes to
heaven, but beat his chest, saying, ‘God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!’

14 I tell you, this man went down to his
house justified rather than the other; for
everyone who exalts himself will be hum-
bled, but he who humbles himself will be
exalted.”

15 They were also bringing their babies
to him, that he might touch them. But
when the disciples saw it, they rebuked
them.

† 17:36 Some Greekmanuscripts add: “Twowill be in the field: the one taken, and the other left.”
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16 Jesus summoned them, saying, “Allow
the little children to come tome, and don’t
hinder them, forGod’sKingdombelongs to
such as these.

17 Most certainly, I tell you, whoever
doesn’t receive God’s Kingdom like a little
child, he will in no way enter into it.”

18 A certain ruler asked him, saying,
“Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?”

19 Jesus asked him, “Why do you call me
good? No one is good, except one: God.

20 You know the commandments: ‘Don’t
commit adultery,’ ‘Don’t murder,’ ‘Don’t
steal,’ ‘Don’t give false testimony,’ ‘Honor
your father and yourmother.’ ”*

21 He said, “I have observed all these
things frommy youth up.”

22When Jesusheard these things, he said
to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell all
that you have and distribute it to the poor.
Then you will have treasure in heaven;
then come, followme.”

23 But when he heard these things, he
became very sad, for he was very rich.

24 Jesus, seeing that he became very sad,
said, “How hard it is for those who have
riches to enter into God’s Kingdom!

25 For it is easier for a camel to enter in
through a needle’s eye than for a richman
to enter into God’s Kingdom.”

26 Those who heard it said, “Then who
can be saved?”

27But he said, “The things which are im-
possible withmen are possible with God.”

28 Peter said, “Look, we have left every-
thing and followed you.”

29He said to them, “Most certainly I tell
you, there is no one who has left house, or
wife, or brothers, or parents, or children,
for God’s Kingdom’s sake,

30whowill not receivemany timesmore
in this time, and in the world to come,
eternal life.”

31 He took the twelve aside and said
to them, “Behold, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and all the things that are writ-
ten through the prophets concerning the
Son of Manwill be completed.

32For he will be delivered up to the Gen-
tiles, will be mocked, treated shamefully,
and spit on.

33They will scourge and kill him. On the
third day, he will rise again.”

34They understood none of these things.
This saying was hidden from them, and
they didn’t understand the things that
were said.

35 As he came near Jericho, a certain
blindman sat by the road, begging.

36 Hearing a multitude going by, he
asked what this meant.

37 They told him that Jesus of Nazareth
was passing by.

38He cried out, “Jesus, you son of David,
havemercy onme!”

39 Those who led the way rebuked him,
that he should be quiet; but he cried out all
the more, “You son of David, have mercy
onme!”

40 Standing still, Jesus commanded him
to be brought to him. When he had come
near, he asked him,

41 “What do you want me to do?”
He said, “Lord, that I may see again.”
42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight.

Your faith has healed you.”
43 Immediately he received his sight and

followed him, glorifying God. All the peo-
ple, when they saw it, praised God.

19
1 He entered and was passing through

Jericho.
2Therewas amannamedZacchaeus. He

was a chief tax collector, and he was rich.
3Hewas trying to seewho Jesuswas, and

couldn’t because of the crowd, because he
was short.

4He ran on ahead and climbed up into a
sycamore tree to see him, for he was going
to pass that way.

5 When Jesus came to the place, he
looked up and saw him, and said to him,
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for
today I must stay at your house.”

6He hurried, came down, and received
him joyfully.

* 18:20 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20
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7When they saw it, they all murmured,
saying, “Hehas gone in to lodgewith aman
who is a sinner.”

8 Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord,
“Behold, Lord, half of my goods I give to
the poor. If I have wrongfully exacted
anything of anyone, I restore four times as
much.”

9 Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation has
come to this house, because he also is a son
of Abraham.

10For the Son ofMan came to seek and to
save that which was lost.”

11As they heard these things, hewent on
and told a parable, because he was near
Jerusalem, and they supposed that God’s
Kingdomwould be revealed immediately.

12 He said therefore, “A certain noble-
man went into a far country to receive for
himself a kingdom and to return.

13He called ten servants of his and gave
them tenmina coins, † and told them, ‘Con-
duct business until I come.’

14 But his citizens hated him, and sent
an envoy after him, saying, ‘Wedon’t want
this man to reign over us.’

15 “When he had come back again, hav-
ing received the kingdom, he commanded
these servants, to whom he had given the
money, to be called to him, that he might
knowwhat they had gained by conducting
business.

16 The first came before him, saying,
‘Lord, your mina has made ten more mi-
nas.’

17 “He said to him, ‘Well done, you good
servant! Because you were found faithful
with very little, you shall have authority
over ten cities.’

18 “The second came, saying, ‘Yourmina,
Lord, has made fiveminas.’

19 “So he said to him, ‘And you are to be
over five cities.’

20 Another came, saying, ‘Lord, behold,
your mina, which I kept laid away in a
handkerchief,

21 for I feared you, because you are an
exacting man. You take up that which you
didn’t lay down, and reap that which you
didn’t sow.’

22 “He said to him, ‘Out of your own
mouth I will judge you, you wicked ser-
vant! You knew that I aman exactingman,
taking up that which I didn’t lay down and
reaping that which I didn’t sow.

23 Then why didn’t you deposit my
money in the bank, and at my coming, I
might have earned interest on it?’

24 He said to those who stood by, ‘Take
themina away fromhim and give it to him
who has the tenminas.’

25 “They said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten
minas!’

26 ‘For I tell you that to everyone who
has, will more be given; but from himwho
doesn’t have, even that which he has will
be taken away from him.

27 But bring those enemies of mine who
didn’t want me to reign over them here,
and kill them before me.’ ”

28Having said these things, he went on
ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

29 When he came near to Bethsphage‡
and Bethany, at themountain that is called
Olivet, he sent two of his disciples,

30 saying, “Go your way into the village
on the other side, in which, as you enter,
you will find a colt tied, which noman has
ever sat upon. Untie it and bring it.

31 If anyone asks you, ‘Whyare youunty-
ing it?’ say to him: ‘The Lord needs it.’ ”

32 Those who were sent went away and
found things just as he had told them.

33As they were untying the colt, its own-
ers said to them, “Why are you untying the
colt?”

34They said, “The Lord needs it.”
35 Then they brought it to Jesus. They

threw their cloaks on the colt and sat Jesus
on them.

36Ashewent, they spread their cloakson
the road.

37 As he was now getting near, at the
descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole
multitude of the disciples began to rejoice
and praise Godwith a loud voice for all the
mighty works which they had seen,

† 19:1310minaswasmore than3years’wages for anagricultural laborer. ‡ 19:29TR,NUread “Bethpage” instead
of “Bethsphage” * 19:38 Psalms 118:26
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38saying, “Blessed is theKingwho comes
in thenameof theLord! * Peace inheaven,
and glory in the highest!”

39 Some of the Pharisees from the mul-
titude said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your
disciples!”

40 He answered them, “I tell you that
if these were silent, the stones would cry
out.”

41 When he came near, he saw the city
and wept over it,

42 saying, “If you, even you, had known
today the things which belong to your
peace! Butnow, theyarehidden fromyour
eyes.

43 For the days will come on you when
your enemies will throw up a barricade
against you, surround you, hem you in on
every side,

44 and will dash you and your children
within you to the ground. They will not
leave in you one stone on another, because
you didn’t know the time of your visita-
tion.”

45He entered into the temple and began
to drive out those who bought and sold in
it,

46 saying to them, “It is written, ‘My
house is a house of prayer,’ * but you have
made it a ‘den of robbers’!” *

47 He was teaching daily in the temple,
but the chief priests, the scribes, and the
leading men among the people sought to
destroy him.

48They couldn’t findwhat theymight do,
for all the people hung on to every word
that he said.

20
1On one of those days, as he was teach-

ing the people in the temple andpreaching
the Good News, the† priests and scribes
came to himwith the elders.

2 They asked him, “Tell us: by what au-
thority do you do these things? Or who is
giving you this authority?”

3He answered them, “I also will ask you
one question. Tell me:

4 the baptism of John, was it from
heaven, or frommen?”

5 They reasoned with themselves, say-
ing, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say,
‘Why didn’t you believe him?’

6But if we say, ‘Frommen,’ all the people
will stone us, for they are persuaded that
John was a prophet.”

7 They answered that they didn’t know
where it was from.

8 Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell
you by what authority I do these things.”

9Hebegan to tell the people this parable:
“A ‡ man planted a vineyard and rented
it out to some farmers, and went into an-
other country for a long time.

10At the proper season, he sent a servant
to the farmers to collect his share of the
fruit of the vineyard. But the farmers beat
him and sent him away empty.

11He sent yet another servant, and they
also beat him and treated him shamefully,
and sent him away empty.

12 He sent yet a third, and they also
wounded him and threw him out.

13 The lord of the vineyard said, ‘What
shall I do? I will send my beloved son. It
may be that seeing him, they will respect
him.’

14 “But when the farmers saw him, they
reasoned among themselves, saying, ‘This
is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, that the
inheritancemay be ours.’

15 Then they threw him out of the vine-
yard and killed him. What therefore will
the lord of the vineyard do to them?

16He will come and destroy these farm-
ers, and will give the vineyard to others.”
When they heard that, they said, “May

that never be!”
17But he looked at them and said, “Then

what is this that is written,
‘The stone which the builders rejected

wasmade the chief cornerstone’?*
18Everyone who falls on that stone will be

broken to pieces,
but it will crush whomever it falls on
to dust.”

19 The chief priests and the scribes
sought to lay hands on him that very hour,

* 19:46 Isaiah 56:7 * 19:46 Jeremiah 7:11 † 20:1 TR adds “chief” ‡ 20:9NU (in brackets) and TR add “certain”
* 20:17 Psalms 118:22
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but they feared the people—for they knew
he had spoken this parable against them.

20 They watched him and sent out spies,
who pretended to be righteous, that they
might trap him in something he said, so
as to deliver him up to the power and
authority of the governor.

21 They asked him, “Teacher, we know
that you say and teach what is right, and
aren’t partial to anyone, but truly teach the
way of God.

22 Is it lawful forus topay taxes toCaesar,
or not?”

23But he perceived their craftiness, and
said to them, “Why do you test me?

24 Show me a denarius. Whose image
and inscription are on it?”
They answered, “Caesar’s.”
25He said to them, “Then give to Caesar

the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s.”

26 They weren’t able to trap him in his
words before the people. They marveled
at his answer andwere silent.

27 Some of the Sadducees came to him,
those who deny that there is a resurrec-
tion.

28 They asked him, “Teacher, Moses
wrote tous that if aman’sbrotherdieshav-
ing a wife, and he is childless, his brother
should take the wife and raise up children
for his brother.

29 There were therefore seven brothers.
The first took a wife, and died childless.

30 The second took her as wife, and he
died childless.

31 The third took her, and likewise the
seven all left no children, and died.

32Afterward the woman also died.
33 Therefore in the resurrection whose

wife of themwill shebe? For the sevenhad
her as a wife.”

34 Jesus said to them, “The children of
this agemarry and are given inmarriage.

35But those who are considered worthy
to attain to that age and the resurrection
from the deadneithermarry nor are given
inmarriage.

36 For they can’t die any more, for they
are like the angels and are children of God,
being children of the resurrection.

37 But that the dead are raised, even
Moses showed at the bush, when he called
the Lord ‘The God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ *

38Now he is not the God of the dead, but
of the living, for all are alive to him.”

39 Some of the scribes answered,
“Teacher, you speak well.”

40 They didn’t dare to ask him any more
questions.

41He said to them, “Whydo they say that
the Christ is David’s son?

42 David himself says in the book of
Psalms,
‘The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand,
43 until I make your enemies the foot-
stool of your feet.” ’ *

44 “David therefore calls him Lord, so
how is he his son?”

45 In the hearing of all the people, he said
to his disciples,

46 “Beware of those scribes who like to
walk in long robes, and love greetings in
themarketplaces, the best seats in the syn-
agogues, and the best places at feasts;

47who devour widows’ houses, and for
a pretense make long prayers. These will
receive greater condemnation.”

21
1He looked up and saw the rich people

who were putting their gifts into the trea-
sury.

2He saw a certain poorwidow casting in
two small brass coins.†

3 He said, “Truly I tell you, this poor
widow put inmore than all of them,

4 for all these put in gifts for God from
their abundance, but she, out of her
poverty, put in all that she had to live on.”

5As somewere talking about the temple
and how it was decorated with beautiful
stones and gifts, he said,

6 “As for these things which you see, the
days will come in which there will not be

* 20:37 Exodus 3:6 * 20:43 Psalms 110:1 † 21:2 literally, “two lepta.” 2 lepta was about 1% of a day’s wages for
an agricultural laborer.
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left here one stone on another thatwill not
be thrown down.”

7They asked him, “Teacher, sowhenwill
these things be? What is the sign that these
things are about to happen?”

8He said, “Watch out that you don’t get
led astray, formanywill come inmyname,
saying, ‘I amhe‡,’ and, ‘The time is at hand.’
Therefore don’t follow them.

9 When you hear of wars and distur-
bances, don’t be terrified, for these things
must happen first, but the end won’t come
immediately.”

10 Then he said to them, “Nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom.

11 There will be great earthquakes,
famines, and plagues in various places.
There will be terrors and great signs from
heaven.

12 But before all these things, they will
lay their hands on you and will persecute
you, delivering you up to synagogues and
prisons, bringing you before kings and
governors for my name’s sake.

13 It will turn out as a testimony for you.
14Settle it therefore in your hearts not to

meditate beforehand how to answer,
15 for Iwill giveyouamouthandwisdom

which all your adversaries will not be able
to withstand or to contradict.

16 You will be handed over even by par-
ents, brothers, relatives, and friends. They
will cause some of you to be put to death.

17 You will be hated by all men for my
name’s sake.

18Andnotahairofyourheadwill perish.
19 “By your endurance youwill win your

lives.
20 “But when you see Jerusalem sur-

rounded by armies, then know that its des-
olation is at hand.

21Then let those who are in Judea flee to
the mountains. Let those who are in the
middle of her depart. Let those who are in
the country not enter therein.

22 For these are days of vengeance, that
all things which are written may be ful-
filled.

23Woe to those who are pregnant and to
those who nurse infants in those days! For

there will be great distress in the land and
wrath to this people.

24Theywill fall by the edge of the sword,
and will be led captive into all the nations.
Jerusalem will be trampled down by the
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are
fulfilled.

25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon,
and stars; and on the earth anxiety of na-
tions, in perplexity for the roaring of the
sea and the waves;

26men fainting for fear and for expecta-
tion of the things which are coming on the
world, for the powers of the heavens will
be shaken.

27 Then they will see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud with power and great
glory.

28 But when these things begin to hap-
pen, look up and lift up your heads, be-
cause your redemption is near.”

29 He told them a parable. “See the fig
tree and all the trees.

30When they are already budding, you
see it andknowbyyourownselves that the
summer is already near.

31 Even so you also, when you see these
things happening, know that God’s King-
dom is near.

32Most certainly I tell you, this genera-
tion will not pass away until all things are
accomplished.

33Heaven and earth will pass away, but
mywords will by nomeans pass away.

34 “So be careful, or your hearts will
be loaded down with carousing, drunken-
ness, andcares of this life, and thatdaywill
come on you suddenly.

35For itwill come likea snareonall those
who dwell on the surface of all the earth.

36 Therefore be watchful all the time,
praying that you may be counted worthy
to escape all these things that will happen,
and to stand before the Son of Man.”

37 Every day Jesus was teaching in the
temple, and every night he would go out
and spend the night on the mountain that
is called Olivet.

38All the people came early in themorn-
ing to him in the temple to hear him.

‡ 21:8 or, I AM



Luke 22:1 1329 Luke 22:33

22
1 Now the feast of unleavened bread,

which is called the Passover, was ap-
proaching.

2The chief priests and the scribes sought
how they might put him to death, for they
feared the people.

3 Satan entered into Judas, whowas also
called Iscariot, who was counted with the
twelve.

4Hewent away and talkedwith the chief
priests and captains about how he might
deliver him to them.

5Theywere glad, and agreed to give him
money.

6 He consented and sought an opportu-
nity to deliver him to them in the absence
of themultitude.

7The day of unleavened bread came, on
which the Passover must be sacrificed.

8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go
and prepare the Passover for us, that we
may eat.”

9 They said to him, “Where do you want
us to prepare?”

10 He said to them, “Behold, when you
have entered into the city, a man carrying
a pitcher of water will meet you. Follow
him into the house which he enters.

11 Tell the master of the house, ‘The
Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest
room, where I may eat the Passover with
my disciples?” ’

12 He will show you a large, furnished
upper room. Make preparations there.”

13 They went, found things as Jesus had
told them, and they prepared the Passover.

14When the hour had come, he sat down
with the twelve apostles.

15He said to them, “I have earnestly de-
sired to eat this Passover with you before I
suffer,

16 for I tell you, I will no longer by any
means eat of it until it is fulfilled in God’s
Kingdom.”

17 He received a cup, and when he had
given thanks, he said, “Take this and share
it among yourselves,

18 for I tell you, I will not drink at all
again from the fruit of the vine, until God’s
Kingdom comes.”

19He took bread, andwhenhe had given
thanks, he broke and gave it to them, say-
ing, “This is my body which is given for
you. Do this in memory of me.”

20Likewise, he took the cup after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, which is poured out for you.

21 But behold, the hand of him who be-
trays me is withme on the table.

22 The Son of Man indeed goes as it has
been determined, but woe to that man
through whom he is betrayed!”

23 They began to question among them-
selves which of them it was who would do
this thing.

24 A dispute also arose among them,
which of themwas considered to be great-
est.

25 He said to them, “The kings of the
nations lord it over them, and those who
have authority over them are called ‘bene-
factors.’

26 But not so with you. Rather, the one
who is greater among you, let him become
as the younger, and one who is governing,
as one who serves.

27 For who is greater, one who sits at the
table, or one who serves? Isn’t it he who
sits at the table? But I amamongyouasone
who serves.

28 “But you are those who have contin-
ued withme inmy trials.

29 I confer on you a kingdom, even asmy
Father conferred onme,

30 that youmay eat and drink atmy table
in my Kingdom. You will sit on thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

31The Lord said, “Simon, Simon, behold,
Satan asked to have all of you, that he
might sift you as wheat,

32 but I prayed for you, that your faith
wouldn’t fail. You, when once you have
turned again, establish your brothers.”†

33He said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go
with you both to prison and to death!”

† 22:32 The word for “brothers” heremay be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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34 He said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster
will by no means crow today until you
deny that you knowme three times.”

35He said to them, “When I sent you out
without purse, bag, and sandals, did you
lack anything?”
They said, “Nothing.”
36 Then he said to them, “But now, who-

ever has a purse, let him take it, and like-
wise a bag. Whoever has none, let him sell
his cloak, and buy a sword.

37 For I tell you that this which is writ-
ten must still be fulfilled in me: ‘He was
counted with transgressors.’* For that
which concerns me is being fulfilled.”

38They said, “Lord, behold, here are two
swords.”
He said to them, “That is enough.”
39He came out and went, as his custom

was, to the Mount of Olives. His disciples
also followed him.

40 When he was at the place, he said
to them, “Pray that you don’t enter into
temptation.”

41 He was withdrawn from them about
a stone’s throw, and he knelt down and
prayed,

42 saying, “Father, if you are willing, re-
move this cup from me. Nevertheless, not
mywill, but yours, be done.”

43 An angel from heaven appeared to
him, strengthening him.

44 Being in agony, he prayed more
earnestly. His sweat became like great
drops of blood falling downon the ground.

45 When he rose up from his prayer,
he came to the disciples and found them
sleeping because of grief,

46 and said to them, “Why do you sleep?
Rise and pray that you may not enter into
temptation.”

47 While he was still speaking, a crowd
appeared. He who was called Judas, one
of the twelve, was leading them. He came
near to Jesus to kiss him.

48 But Jesus said to him, “Judas, do you
betray the Son of Manwith a kiss?”

49 When those who were around him
saw what was about to happen, they said

to him, “Lord, shall we strike with the
sword?”

50 A certain one of them struck the ser-
vant of the high priest, and cut off his right
ear.

51But Jesus answered, “Letmeat least do
this”—and he touched his ear and healed
him.

52 Jesus said to the chief priests, captains
of the temple, and elders, who had come
againsthim, “Haveyoucomeoutasagainst
a robber, with swords and clubs?

53 When I was with you in the temple
daily, you didn’t stretch out your hands
against me. But this is your hour, and the
power of darkness.”

54 They seized him and led him away,
and brought him into the high priest’s
house. But Peter followed from a distance.

55 When they had kindled a fire in the
middle of the courtyard and had sat down
together, Peter sat among them.

56 A certain servant girl saw him as he
sat in the light, and looking intently at him,
said, “This man also was with him.”

57 He denied Jesus, saying, “Woman, I
don’t know him.”

58 After a little while someone else saw
him and said, “You also are one of them!”
But Peter answered, “Man, I am not!”
59 After about one hour passed, an-

other confidently affirmed, saying, “Truly
this man also was with him, for he is a
Galilean!”

60 But Peter said, “Man, I don’t know
what you are talking about!” Immedi-
ately, while hewas still speaking, a rooster
crowed.

61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter.
Then Peter remembered the Lord’s word,
how he said to him, “Before the rooster
crows you will denyme three times.”

62Hewent out, and wept bitterly.
63 The men who held Jesus mocked him

and beat him.
64 Having blindfolded him, they struck

himon the face and asked him, “Prophesy!
Who is the one who struck you?”

65They spoke many other things against
him, insulting him.

66 As soon as it was day, the assembly
of the elders of the people were gathered

* 22:37 Isaiah 53:12



Luke 22:67 1331 Luke 23:26

together, both chief priests and scribes,
and they led him away into their council,
saying,

67 “If you are the Christ, tell us.”
But he said to them, “If I tell you, you

won’t believe,
68and if I ask, youwill in noway answer

me or let me go.
69 From now on, the Son of Man will be

seated at the right hand of the power of
God.”

70They all said, “Are you then the Son of
God?”
He said to them, “You say it, because I

am.”
71They said, “Why dowe need anymore

witness? For we ourselves have heard
from his ownmouth!”

23
1 The whole company of them rose up

and brought him before Pilate.
2 They began to accuse him, saying, “We

found this man perverting the nation, for-
bidding paying taxes to Caesar, and saying
that he himself is Christ, a king.”

3 Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?”
He answered him, “So you say.”
4 Pilate said to the chief priests and the

multitudes, “I find no basis for a charge
against this man.”

5 But they insisted, saying, “He stirs up
the people, teaching throughout all Judea,
beginning fromGalilee even to this place.”

6 But when Pilate heard Galilee men-
tioned, he asked if themanwas a Galilean.

7 When he found out that he was in
Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod,
who was also in Jerusalem during those
days.

8 Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was
exceedingly glad, for he hadwanted to see
him for a long time, because he had heard
many things about him. He hoped to see
somemiracle done by him.

9 He questioned him with many words,
but he gave no answers.

10The chief priests and the scribes stood,
vehemently accusing him.

11 Herod with his soldiers humiliated
him and mocked him. Dressing him in
luxurious clothing, they sent him back to
Pilate.

12Herod and Pilate became friends with
each other that very day, for before that
they were enemies with each other.

13Pilate called together the chief priests,
the rulers, and the people,

14 and said to them, “You brought this
man tome as one that perverts the people,
and behold, having examined him before
you, I found no basis for a charge against
thisman concerning those things of which
you accuse him.

15 Neither has Herod, for I sent you to
him, and see, nothing worthy of death has
been done by him.

16 I will therefore chastise him and re-
lease him.”

17Now he had to release one prisoner to
them at the feast.†

18But they all cried out together, saying,
“Awaywith this man! Release to us Barab-
bas!”—

19 one who was thrown into prison for a
certain revolt in the city, and for murder.

20ThenPilate spoke to themagain,want-
ing to release Jesus,

21 but they shouted, saying, “Crucify!
Crucify him!”

22He said to them the third time, “Why?
What evil has thisman done? I have found
no capital crime in him. I will therefore
chastise him and release him.”

23But theywere urgentwith loud voices,
asking that he might be crucified. Their
voices and the voices of the chief priests
prevailed.

24Pilatedecreed thatwhat theyasked for
should be done.

25Hereleasedhimwhohadbeen thrown
into prison for insurrection and murder,
for whom they asked, but he delivered
Jesus up to their will.

26 When they led him away, they
grabbed one Simon of Cyrene, coming
from the country, and laid the cross onhim
to carry it after Jesus.

† 23:17NU omits verse 17.
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27 A great multitude of the people fol-
lowed him, including women who also
mourned and lamented him.

28 But Jesus, turning to them, said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, don’t weep for
me, but weep for yourselves and for your
children.

29 For behold, the days are coming in
which they will say, ‘Blessed are the bar-
ren, the wombs that never bore, and the
breasts that never nursed.’

30 Then they will begin to tell the moun-
tains, ‘Fall on us!’ and tell the hills, ‘Cover
us.’*

31For if they do these things in the green
tree, what will be done in the dry?”

32Therewere also others, two criminals,
led with him to be put to death.

33 When they came to the place that is
called “TheSkull”, they crucifiedhim there
with the criminals, oneon the right and the
other on the left.

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for
they don’t knowwhat they are doing.”
Dividinghis garments among them, they

cast lots.
35The people stoodwatching. The rulers

with them also scoffed at him, saying, “He
saved others. Let him save himself, if this
is the Christ of God, his chosen one!”

36The soldiers alsomocked him, coming
to him and offering him vinegar,

37 and saying, “If you are the King of the
Jews, save yourself!”

38 An inscription was also written over
him in letters of Greek, Latin, andHebrew:
“THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

39One of the criminals who was hanged
insulted him, saying, “If you are the Christ,
save yourself and us!”

40But the other answered, and rebuking
him said, “Don’t you even fear God, seeing
you are under the same condemnation?

41 And we indeed justly, for we receive
the due reward for our deeds, but thisman
has done nothing wrong.”

42He said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me
when you come into your Kingdom.”

43 Jesus said to him, “Assuredly I tell you,
today you will be withme in Paradise.”

44 It was now about the sixth hour,‡ and
darkness came over the whole land until
the ninth hour.§

45The sun was darkened, and the veil of
the temple was torn in two.

46 Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said,
“Father, into your hands I commit my
spirit!” Having said this, he breathed his
last.

47 When the centurion saw what was
done, he glorified God, saying, “Certainly
this was a righteous man.”

48All the multitudes that came together
to see this, when they saw the things that
were done, returned home beating their
chests.

49All his acquaintances and the women
who followed with him from Galilee stood
at a distance, watching these things.

50 Behold, there was a man named
Joseph, who was a member of the council,
a good and righteous man

51 (he had not consented to their counsel
and deed), from Arimathaea, a city of the
Jews, whowas also waiting for God’s King-
dom.

52Thismanwent to Pilate, and asked for
Jesus’ body.

53 He took it down and wrapped it in a
linen cloth, and laidhim ina tomb thatwas
cut in stone, where no one had ever been
laid.

54 It was the day of the Preparation, and
the Sabbath was drawing near.

55 The women who had come with him
out of Galilee followed after, and saw the
tomb and how his body was laid.

56 They returned and prepared spices
andointments. On the Sabbath they rested
according to the commandment.

24
1But on the first day of theweek, at early

dawn, they and some others came to the
tomb, bringing the spices which they had
prepared.

2They found the stone rolled away from
the tomb.

3 They entered in, and didn’t find the
Lord Jesus’ body.

* 23:30Hosea 10:8 ‡ 23:44 Timewas counted from sunrise, so the sixth hourwas about noon. § 23:44 3:00 p.m.
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4 While they were greatly perplexed
about this, behold, twomen stood by them
in dazzling clothing.

5 Becoming terrified, they bowed their
faces down to the earth.
Themen said to them, “Why do you seek

the living among the dead?
6He isn’t here, but is risen. Remember

what he told you when he was still in
Galilee,

7 saying that the Son of Man must be
delivered up into the hands of sinful men
and be crucified, and the third day rise
again?”

8They remembered his words,
9 returned from the tomb, and told all

these things to the eleven and to all the
rest.

10 Now they were Mary Magdalene,
Joanna, and Mary the mother of James.
The other women with them told these
things to the apostles.

11 These words seemed to them to be
nonsense, and they didn’t believe them.

12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb.
Stooping and looking in, he saw the strips
of linen lying by themselves, and he de-
parted to his home, wondering what had
happened.

13 Behold, two of them were going that
very day to a village named Emmaus,
which was sixty stadia† from Jerusalem.

14 They talked with each other about all
of these things which had happened.

15While they talked and questioned to-
gether, Jesus himself came near, and went
with them.

16 But their eyes were kept from recog-
nizing him.

17He said to them, “What are you talking
about as you walk, and are sad?”

18 One of them, named Cleopas, an-
swered him, “Are you the only stranger
in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things
which have happened there in these
days?”

19He said to them, “What things?”
They said tohim, “The things concerning

Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet

mighty in deed and word before God and
all the people;

20 and how the chief priests and our
rulers delivered him up to be condemned
to death, and crucified him.

21Butwewere hoping that itwas hewho
would redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all
this, it is now the third day since these
things happened.

22 Also, certain women of our company
amazed us, having arrived early at the
tomb;

23 and when they didn’t find his body,
they came saying that they had also seen a
visionofangels,whosaid thathewasalive.

24Someofuswent to the tomband found
it just like the women had said, but they
didn’t see him.”

25He said to them, “Foolish people, and
slow of heart to believe in all that the
prophets have spoken!

26 Didn’t the Christ have to suffer these
things and to enter into his glory?”

27 Beginning from Moses and from all
the prophets, he explained to them in all
the Scriptures the things concerning him-
self.

28 They came near to the village where
they were going, and he acted like he
would go further.

29 They urged him, saying, “Stay with
us, for it is almost evening, and the day is
almost over.”
Hewent in to stay with them.
30 When he had sat down at the table

with them, he took the bread and gave
thanks. Breaking it, he gave it to them.

31 Their eyes were opened and they rec-
ognized him; then he vanished out of their
sight.

32They said to one another, “Weren’t our
hearts burningwithin uswhile he spoke to
us along the way, and while he opened the
Scriptures to us?”

33They rose up that very hour, returned
to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gath-
ered together, and those who were with
them,

34 saying, “The Lord is risen indeed, and
has appeared to Simon!”

† 24:13 60 stadia = about 11 kilometers or about 7 miles.
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35They related the things that happened
along theway, and howhewas recognized
by them in the breaking of the bread.

36 As they said these things, Jesus him-
self stood among them, and said to them,
“Peace be to you.”

37But they were terrified and filled with
fear, and supposed that they had seen a
spirit.

38 He said to them, “Why are you trou-
bled? Whydodoubts arise in your hearts?

39 See my hands and my feet, that it is
truly me. Touch me and see, for a spirit
doesn’t have flesh and bones, as you see
that I have.”

40 When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his feet.

41While they still didn’t believe for joy,
and wondered, he said to them, “Do you
have anything here to eat?”

42They gave him a piece of a broiled fish
and some honeycomb.

43He took them, and ate in front of them.
44Hesaid to them, “This iswhat I toldyou

while I was still with you, that all things
which are written in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms concerning me
must be fulfilled.”

45Then he opened theirminds, that they
might understand the Scriptures.

46 He said to them, “Thus it is written,
and thus it was necessary for the Christ to
suffer and to rise from the dead the third
day,

47 and that repentance and remission of
sins should be preached in his name to all
the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

48You are witnesses of these things.
49 Behold, I send out the promise of

my Father on you. But wait in the city
of Jerusalem until you are clothed with
power from on high.”

50He led them out as far as Bethany, and
he lifted up his hands and blessed them.

51 While he blessed them, he with-
drew from them and was carried up into
heaven.

52 They worshiped him and returned to
Jerusalemwith great joy,

53 and were continually in the temple,
praising and blessing God. Amen.
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The Good News According to
John

1 In the beginning was the Word, and
theWordwaswith God, and theWordwas
God.

2 The same was in the beginning with
God.

3 All things were made through him.
Without him, nothing was made that has
beenmade.

4 In him was life, and the life was the
light of men.

5 The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness hasn’t overcome† it.

6 There came a man sent from God,
whose namewas John.

7 The same came as a witness, that he
might testify about the light, that all might
believe through him.

8He was not the light, but was sent that
hemight testify about the light.

9The true light that enlightens everyone
was coming into the world.

10 He was in the world, and the world
was made through him, and the world
didn’t recognize him.

11 He came to his own, and those who
were his own didn’t receive him.

12But as many as received him, to them
hegave the right to becomeGod’s children,
to those who believe in his name:

13whowereborn, notofblood, norof the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God.

14 The Word became flesh and lived
among us. We saw his glory, such glory as
of the only born‡ Son of the Father, full of
grace and truth.

15 John testified about him. He cried out,
saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He
who comes afterme has surpassedme, for
he was before me.’ ”

16Fromhis fullnessweall receivedgrace
upon grace.

17 For the law was given through Moses.
Grace and truth were realized through Je-
sus Christ.§

18No one has seen God at any time. The
only born† Son,‡who is in the bosomof the
Father, has declared him.

19 This is John’s testimony, when
the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”

20 He declared, and didn’t deny, but he
declared, “I am not the Christ.”

21They asked him, “What then? Are you
Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
22 They said therefore to him, “Who are

you? Give us an answer to take back to
those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?”

23He said, “I am the voice of one crying
in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way
of the Lord,’* as Isaiah the prophet said.”

24 The ones who had been sent were
from the Pharisees.

25 They asked him, “Why then do you
baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah,
nor the prophet?”

26 John answered them, “I baptize in wa-
ter, but among you stands one whom you
don’t know.

27He is the onewho comes afterme,who
is preferredbeforeme,whose sandal strap
I’mnot worthy to loosen.”

28 These things were done in Bethany
beyond the Jordan,where Johnwasbaptiz-
ing.

29 The next day, he saw Jesus coming to
him, and said, “Behold,§ the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!

30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me
comes a man who is preferred before me,
for he was before me.’

† 1:5 The word translated “overcome” (κατέλαβεν) can also be translated “comprehended.” It refers to getting a grip
onanenemy todefeat him. ‡ 1:14Thephrase “onlyborn” is from theGreekword “μονογενους”, which is sometimes
translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. § 1:17 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. † 1:18 The phrase “only
born” is from the Greekword “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. ‡ 1:18
NU reads “God” * 1:23 Isaiah 40:3 § 1:29 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze
at. It is often used as an interjection.
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31 I didn’t knowhim, but for this reason I
came baptizing in water, that he would be
revealed to Israel.”

32 John testified, saying, “I have seen
the Spirit descending like a dove out of
heaven, and it remained on him.

33 I didn’t recognize him, but he who
sent me to baptize in water said to me,
‘On whomever you will see the Spirit de-
scending and remaining on him is he who
baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’

34 I have seen and have testified that this
is the Son of God.”

35Again, the next day, Johnwas standing
with two of his disciples,

36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked,
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”

37 The two disciples heard him speak,
and they followed Jesus.

38 Jesus turned and saw them following,
and said to them, “What are you looking
for?”
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which is to

say, being interpreted, Teacher), “where
are you staying?”

39He said to them, “Come and see.”
They came and saw where he was stay-

ing, and they stayed with him that day. It
was about the tenth hour.†

40 One of the two who heard John and
followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother.

41 He first found his own brother, Si-
mon, and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah!” (which is, being interpreted,
Christ‡).

42He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked
at him and said, “You are Simon the son of
Jonah. You shall be called Cephas” (which
is by interpretation, Peter).§

43 On the next day, he was determined
to go out into Galilee, and he found Philip.
Jesus said to him, “Followme.”

44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the
city of Andrew and Peter.

45 Philip found Nathanael, and said to
him, “We have found him of whomMoses
in the law and also the prophets, wrote:
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

46Nathanael said to him, “Can any good
thing come out of Nazareth?”
Philip said to him, “Come and see.”
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him,

and said about him, “Behold, an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no deceit!”

48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you
knowme?”
Jesus answered him, “Before Philip

called you, when you were under the fig
tree, I saw you.”

49Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you
are the Son of God! You are King of Israel!”

50 Jesus answered him, “Because I told
you, ‘I saw you underneath the fig tree,’ do
you believe? You will see greater things
than these!”

51 He said to him, “Most certainly, I
tell you all, hereafter you will see heaven
opened, and the angels of God ascending
and descending on the Son of Man.”

2
1 The third day, there was a wedding in

Cana of Galilee. Jesus’mother was there.
2 Jesus also was invited, with his disci-

ples, to the wedding.
3When the wine ran out, Jesus’ mother

said to him, “They have no wine.”
4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does

that have to dowith you andme? My hour
has not yet come.”

5Hismother said to the servants, “What-
ever he says to you, do it.”

6Now there were six water pots of stone
set there after the Jews’ way of purifying,
containing two or threemetretes† apiece.

7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the water pots
with water.” So they filled them up to the
brim.

8He said to them, “Now draw some out,
and take it to the ruler of the feast.” So they
took it.

9When the ruler of the feast tasted the
water now become wine, and didn’t know
where it came from (but the servants who
had drawn the water knew), the ruler of
the feast called the bridegroom

† 1:39 4:00 p.m. ‡ 1:41 “Messiah” (Hebrew) and “Christ” (Greek) both mean “Anointed One”. § 1:42 “Cephas”
(Aramaic) and “Peter” (Greek) both mean “Rock”. † 2:6 2 to 3 metretes is about 20 to 30 U. S. Gallons, or 75 to 115
liters.
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10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the
good wine first, and when the guests have
drunk freely, then thatwhich isworse. You
have kept the good wine until now!”

11 This beginning of his signs Jesus did
in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory;
and his disciples believed in him.

12 After this, he went down to Caper-
naum, he, and his mother, his brothers,
and his disciples; and they stayed there a
few days.

13The Passover of the Jews was at hand,
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

14He found in the temple thosewho sold
oxen, sheep, and doves, and the changers
of money sitting.

15 He made a whip of cords and drove
all out of the temple, both the sheep and
the oxen; and he poured out the changers’
money and overthrew their tables.

16 To those who sold the doves, he said,
“Take these things out of here! Don’t make
my Father’s house amarketplace!”

17His disciples remembered that it was
written, “Zeal for your house will eat me
up.”*

18 The Jews therefore answered him,
“What signdoyou showus, seeing that you
do these things?”

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this
temple, and in three days Iwill raise it up.”

20The Jews therefore said, “It took forty-
six years to build this temple! Will you
raise it up in three days?”

21But he spoke of the temple of his body.
22 When therefore he was raised from

thedead, his disciples remembered thathe
said this, and they believed the Scripture
and the word which Jesus had said.

23Now when he was in Jerusalem at the
Passover, during the feast, many believed
in his name, observing his signs which he
did.

24 But Jesus didn’t entrust himself to
them, because he knew everyone,

25andbecause hedidn’t need for anyone
to testify concerning man; for he himself
knewwhat was inman.

3
1Now there was a man of the Pharisees

named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
2 He came to Jesus by night and said

to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God, for no one can do
these signs that you do, unless God is with
him.”

3 Jesus answered him, “Most certainly I
tell you, unless one is born anew, † he can’t
see God’s Kingdom.”

4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a
man be born when he is old? Can he enter
a second time into his mother’s womb and
be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most certainly I tell
you, unless one is born ofwater and Spirit,
he can’t enter into God’s Kingdom.

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh.
That which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Don’t marvel that I said to you, ‘You
must be born anew.’

8Thewind‡ blowswhere itwants to, and
you hear its sound, but don’t know where
it comes from and where it is going. So is
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus answered him, “How can
these things be?”

10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the
teacher of Israel, and don’t understand
these things?

11Most certainly I tell you, we speak that
which we know and testify of that which
we have seen, and you don’t receive our
witness.

12 If I told you earthly things and you
don’t believe, how will you believe if I tell
you heavenly things?

13No one has ascended into heaven but
he who descended out of heaven, the Son
of Man, who is in heaven.

14 As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man
be lifted up,

* 2:17 Psalms 69:9 † 3:3 Theword translated “anew” here and in John 3:7 (ἄνωθεν) alsomeans “again” and “from
above”. ‡ 3:8 The same Greek word (πνεῦμα) means wind, breath, and spirit. § 3:16 The phrase “only born” is
from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”.
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15 that whoever believes in him should
not perish, but have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only born§ Son, that whoever
believes inhimshouldnotperish, buthave
eternal life.

17 For God didn’t send his Son into the
world to judge the world, but that the
world should be saved through him.

18He who believes in him is not judged.
He who doesn’t believe has been judged
already, because he has not believed in the
name of the only born Son of God.

19This is the judgment, that the light has
come into the world, and men loved the
darkness rather than the light, for their
works were evil.

20 For everyone who does evil hates the
light and doesn’t come to the light, lest his
works would be exposed.

21But hewhodoes the truth comes to the
light, that his works may be revealed, that
they have been done in God.”

22After these things, Jesus camewith his
disciples into the land of Judea. He stayed
there with them and baptized.

23 John also was baptizing in Enon near
Salim, because there was much water
there. They came andwere baptized;

24 for John was not yet thrown into
prison.

25 Therefore a dispute arose on the part
of John’s disciples with some Jews about
purification.

26 They came to John and said to him,
“Rabbi, he who was with you beyond the
Jordan, to whom you have testified, be-
hold, he baptizes, and everyone is coming
to him.”

27 John answered, “A man can receive
nothing unless it has been given him from
heaven.

28You yourselves testify that I said, ‘I am
not theChrist,’but, ‘I havebeensentbefore
him.’

29 He who has the bride is the bride-
groom; but the friend of the bridegroom,
who stands andhears him, rejoices greatly
because of the bridegroom’s voice. There-
fore my joy is made full.

30Hemust increase, but Imust decrease.
31 “He who comes from above is above

all. He who is from the earth belongs to
the earth and speaks of the earth. He who
comes from heaven is above all.

32What hehas seen andheard, of that he
testifies; and no one receives his witness.

33 He who has received his witness has
set his seal to this, that God is true.

34 For he whom God has sent speaks the
words ofGod; forGod gives the Spiritwith-
out measure.

35 The Father loves the Son, and has
given all things into his hand.

36One who believes in the Son has eter-
nal life, but one who disobeys† the Son
won’t see life, but the wrath of God re-
mains on him.”

4
1 Therefore when the Lord knew that

the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was
making and baptizing more disciples than
John

2 (although Jesus himself didn’t baptize,
but his disciples),

3he left Judea and departed into Galilee.
4He needed to pass through Samaria.
5 So he came to a city of Samaria called

Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Ja-
cob gave to his son Joseph.

6 Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore,
being tired from his journey, sat down by
the well. It was about the sixth hour.†

7 A woman of Samaria came to draw
water. Jesus said to her, “Giveme a drink.”

8Forhis disciples hadgoneaway into the
city to buy food.

9 The Samaritan woman therefore said
to him, “How is it that you, being a Jew, ask
for adrink fromme, a Samaritanwoman?”
(For Jews have no dealings with Samari-
tans.)

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the
gift of God, and who it is who says to you,
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked
him, and he would have given you living
water.”

11Thewoman said to him, “Sir, you have
nothing to drawwith, and thewell is deep.
So where do you get that living water?

† 3:36 The sameword can be translated “disobeys” or “disbelieves” in this context. † 4:6 noon
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12Are you greater than our father Jacob,
who gave us the well and drank from it
himself, as did his children and his live-
stock?”

13 Jesus answered her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will thirst again,

14 but whoever drinks of the water that
I will give him will never thirst again; but
the water that I will give him will become
in him a well of water springing up to
eternal life.”

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give
me this water, so that I don’t get thirsty,
neither come all the way here to draw.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your hus-
band, and come here.”

17Thewoman answered, “I have no hus-
band.”
Jesus said to her, “You said well, ‘I have

no husband,’
18 for you have had five husbands; and

he whom you now have is not your hus-
band. This you have said truly.”

19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I per-
ceive that you are a prophet.

20 Our fathers worshiped in this moun-
tain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is
the place where people ought to worship.”

21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe
me, the hour is coming when neither in
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you
worship the Father.

22 You worship that which you don’t
know. We worship that which we know;
for salvation is from the Jews.

23But the hour comes, and now is, when
the true worshipers will worship the Fa-
ther in spirit and truth, for theFather seeks
such to be his worshipers.

24 God is spirit, and those who worship
himmust worship in spirit and truth.”

25 The woman said to him, “I know that
Messiah is coming, hewho is calledChrist.‡
Whenhe has come, hewill declare to us all
things.”

26 Jesus said to her, “I amhe, the onewho
speaks to you.”

27 Just then, his disciples came. They
marveled that he was speaking with a
woman; yet no one said, “What are you

looking for?” or, “Why do you speak with
her?”

28So thewoman left her water pot, went
away into the city, and said to the people,

29 “Come, see a man who told me every-
thing that I have done. Can this be the
Christ?”

30 They went out of the city, and were
coming to him.

31 In the meanwhile, the disciples urged
him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”

32But he said to them, “I have food to eat
that you don’t know about.”

33 The disciples therefore said to one
another, “Has anyone brought him some-
thing to eat?”

34 Jesus said to them, “Myfood is todo the
will of himwho sentme and to accomplish
his work.

35 Don’t you say, ‘There are yet four
months until the harvest’? Behold, I tell
you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields,
that they are white for harvest already.

36 He who reaps receives wages and
gathers fruit to eternal life, that both he
who sows and he who reaps may rejoice
together.

37For in this the saying is true, ‘Onesows,
and another reaps.’

38 I sent you to reap that for which you
haven’t labored. Others have labored, and
you have entered into their labor.”

39From that citymany of the Samaritans
believed in him because of the word of the
woman, who testified, “He told me every-
thing that I have done.”

40 So when the Samaritans came to him,
they begged him to stay with them. He
stayed there two days.

41 Many more believed because of his
word.

42 They said to the woman, “Now we
believe, not because of your speaking; for
we have heard for ourselves, and know
that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of
the world.”

43 After the two days he went out from
there and went into Galilee.

44 For Jesus himself testified that a
prophet has no honor in his own country.

‡ 4:25 “Messiah” (Hebrew) and “Christ” (Greek) bothmean “Anointed One”.
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45 So when he came into Galilee, the
Galileans receivedhim, having seen all the
things that he did in Jerusalem at the feast,
for they also went to the feast.

46 Jesus came therefore again to Cana
of Galilee, where he made the water into
wine. There was a certain nobleman
whose son was sick at Capernaum.

47 When he heard that Jesus had come
out of Judea into Galilee, he went to him
and begged him that hewould come down
and heal his son, for he was at the point of
death.

48 Jesus therefore said to him, “Unless
you see signs and wonders, you will in no
way believe.”

49 The nobleman said to him, “Sir, come
down before my child dies.”

50 Jesus said to him, “Go your way. Your
son lives.” Themanbelieved theword that
Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way.

51 As he was going down, his servants
met him and reported, saying “Your child
lives!”

52So he inquired of them the hour when
he began to get better. They said therefore
to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour,§
the fever left him.”

53 So the father knew that it was at that
hour in which Jesus said to him, “Your son
lives.” Hebelieved, as did hiswhole house.

54This is again the second sign that Jesus
did, having come out of Judea into Galilee.

5
1After these things, there was a feast of

the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
2 Now in Jerusalem by the sheep gate,

there is a pool, which is called in Hebrew,
“Bethesda”, having five porches.

3 In these lay a great multitude of those
who were sick, blind, lame, or paralyzed,
waiting for themoving of the water;

4 for anangelwentdownat certain times
into the pool and stirred up the water.
Whoever stepped in first after the stirring
of the water was healed of whatever dis-
ease he had.†

5A certainmanwas therewho had been
sick for thirty-eight years.

6 When Jesus saw him lying there, and
knew that he had been sick for a long time,
he asked him, “Do you want to be made
well?”

7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I
have no one to put me into the pool when
the water is stirred up, but while I’m com-
ing, another steps down before me.”

8 Jesus said to him, “Arise, take up your
mat, and walk.”

9 Immediately, the man was made well,
and took up his mat and walked.
Now that day was a Sabbath.
10So the Jews said tohimwhowas cured,

“It is the Sabbath. It is not lawful for you to
carry themat.”

11He answered them, “Hewhomademe
well said to me, ‘Take up your mat and
walk.’ ”

12Then they asked him, “Who is theman
who said to you, ‘Take up your mat and
walk’?”

13 But he who was healed didn’t know
who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a
crowd being in the place.

14Afterward Jesus found him in the tem-
ple and said to him, “Behold, you aremade
well. Sin no more, so that nothing worse
happens to you.”

15Themanwent away, and told the Jews
that it was Jesus who hadmade himwell.

16 For this cause the Jews persecuted Je-
sus and sought to kill him, because he did
these things on the Sabbath.

17 But Jesus answered them, “My Father
is still working, so I amworking, too.”

18 For this cause therefore the Jews
sought all the more to kill him, because he
not only broke the Sabbath, but also called
God his own Father, making himself equal
with God.

19 Jesus therefore answered them, “Most
certainly, I tell you, the Son can do nothing
of himself, but what he sees the Father
doing. For whatever things he does, these
the Son also does likewise.

20 For the Father has affection for the
Son, and shows him all things that he him-
self does. He will show him greater works
than these, that youmaymarvel.

§ 4:52 1:00 p.m. † 5:4NU omits from “waiting” in verse 3 to the end of verse 4.
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21 For as the Father raises the dead and
gives them life, even so the Son also gives
life to whom he desires.

22 For the Father judges no one, but he
has given all judgment to the Son,

23 that all may honor the Son, even as
they honor the Father. He who doesn’t
honor the Son doesn’t honor the Father
who sent him.

24“Most certainly I tell you, hewhohears
my word and believes him who sent me
has eternal life, and doesn’t come into
judgment, but has passed out of death into
life.

25 Most certainly I tell you, the hour
comes, and now is, when the dead will
hear the Son of God’s voice; and thosewho
hear will live.

26 For as the Father has life in himself,
even so he gave to the Son also to have life
in himself.

27He also gave him authority to execute
judgment, because he is a son of man.

28 Don’t marvel at this, for the hour
comes in which all who are in the tombs
will hear his voice

29 and will come out; those who have
done good, to the resurrection of life; and
those who have done evil, to the resurrec-
tion of judgment.

30 I can of myself do nothing. As I hear,
I judge; and my judgment is righteous,
because I don’t seek my own will, but the
will of my Father who sent me.

31 “If I testify aboutmyself, mywitness is
not valid.

32 It is another who testifies about me. I
know that the testimonywhich he testifies
about me is true.

33 You have sent to John, and he has
testified to the truth.

34 But the testimony which I receive is
not fromman. However, I say these things
that youmay be saved.

35Hewas the burning and shining lamp,
and youwere willing to rejoice for a while
in his light.

36 But the testimony which I have is
greater than that of John; for the works
which the Father gave me to accomplish,

the very works that I do, testify about me,
that the Father has sent me.

37 The Father himself, who sent me, has
testified aboutme. Youhave neither heard
his voice at any time, nor seen his form.

38You don’t have his word living in you,
because you don’t believe him whom he
sent.

39 “You search the Scriptures, because
you think that in them you have eternal
life; and these are theywhich testify about
me.

40 Yet you will not come to me, that you
may have life.

41 I don’t receive glory frommen.
42 But I know you, that you don’t have

God’s love in yourselves.
43 I have come in my Father’s name, and

you don’t receive me. If another comes in
his own name, you will receive him.

44 How can you believe, who receive
glory fromone another, and youdon’t seek
the glory that comes from the only God?

45 “Don’t think that I will accuse you to
the Father. There is one who accuses you,
even Moses, on whom you have set your
hope.

46 For if you believed Moses, you would
believeme; for he wrote about me.

47 But if you don’t believe his writings,
howwill you believemywords?”

6
1 After these things, Jesus went away to

the other side of the sea of Galilee, which
is also called the Sea of Tiberias.

2 A great multitude followed him, be-
cause they saw his signs which he did on
those whowere sick.

3 Jesus went up into the mountain, and
he sat there with his disciples.

4Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews,
was at hand.

5 Jesus therefore, lifting up his eyes and
seeing that a great multitude was coming
tohim, said toPhilip, “Wherearewe tobuy
bread, that these may eat?”

6He said this to test him, for he himself
knewwhat he would do.

† 6:7 A denarius was a silver coin worth about a day’s wages for an agricultural laborer, so 200 denarii would be
between 6 and 7month’s pay.
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7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred
denarii†worth of bread is not sufficient for
them, that every one of them may receive
a little.”

8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother, said to him,

9“There is aboyherewhohasfivebarley
loaves and two fish, but what are these
among somany?”

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.”
Now there was much grass in that place.
So themen sat down, in number about five
thousand.

11 Jesus took the loaves, and having
given thanks, he distributed to the disci-
ples, and the disciples to those who were
sitting down, likewise also of the fish as
much as they desired.

12When they were filled, he said to his
disciples, “Gather up the broken pieces
which are left over, that nothing be lost.”

13 So they gathered them up, and filled
twelve baskets with broken pieces from
thefivebarley loaves,whichwere left over
by those who had eaten.

14 When therefore the people saw the
sign which Jesus did, they said, “This is
truly the prophet who comes into the
world.”

15 Jesus therefore, perceiving that they
were about to come and take him by force
to make him king, withdrew again to the
mountain by himself.

16 When evening came, his disciples
went down to the sea.

17 They entered into the boat, and were
going over the sea to Capernaum. It was
nowdark, and Jesus hadnot come to them.

18 The sea was tossed by a great wind
blowing.

19When therefore theyhad rowedabout
twenty-five or thirty stadia,‡ they saw Je-
sus walking on the sea* and drawing near
to the boat; and they were afraid.

20 But he said to them, “It is I.§ Don’t be
afraid.”

21Theywerewilling therefore to receive
him into the boat. Immediately the boat

was at the land where they were going.
22 On the next day, the multitude that

stood on the other side of the sea saw that
there was no other boat there, except the
one in which his disciples had embarked,
and that Jesus hadn’t entered with his dis-
ciples into the boat, but his disciples had
gone away alone.

23 However, boats from Tiberias came
near to the place where they ate the bread
after the Lord had given thanks.

24 When the multitude therefore saw
that Jesus wasn’t there, nor his disciples,
they themselves got into the boats and
came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus.

25 When they found him on the other
side of the sea, they asked him, “Rabbi,
when did you come here?”

26 Jesus answered them, “Most certainly
I tell you, you seek me, not because you
sawsigns, butbecauseyouateof the loaves
and were filled.

27 Don’t work for the food which per-
ishes, but for the food which remains to
eternal life, which the Son ofManwill give
to you. ForGod the Father has sealed him.”

28 They said therefore to him, “What
must we do, that we may work the works
of God?”

29 Jesus answered them, “This is the
workofGod, that youbelieve inhimwhom
he has sent.”

30 They said therefore to him, “What
then do you do for a sign, that we may see
and believe you? What work do you do?

31 Our fathers ate the manna in the
wilderness. As it is written, ‘He gave them
bread out of heaven† to eat.’ ”*

32 Jesus therefore said to them, “Most
certainly, I tell you, it wasn’t Moses who
gave you the bread out of heaven, but
my Father gives you the true bread out of
heaven.

33 For the bread of God is that which
comes downout of heaven and gives life to
the world.”

34 They said therefore to him, “Lord, al-
ways give us this bread.”

‡ 6:19 25 to 30 stadia is about 5 to 6 kilometers or about 3 to 4miles * 6:19 See Job 9:8 § 6:20 or, I AM † 6:31
Greek and Hebrew use the same word for “heaven”, “the heavens”, “the sky”, and “the air”. * 6:31 Exodus 16:4;
Nehemiah 9:15; Psalms 78:24-25
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35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread
of life. Whoever comes to me will not be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will
never be thirsty.

36 But I told you that you have seen me,
and yet you don’t believe.

37 All those whom the Father gives me
will come tome. Hewho comes tome Iwill
in no way throw out.

38 For I have come down from heaven,
not to do my own will, but the will of him
who sent me.

39 This is the will of my Father who sent
me, that of all he has given to me I should
losenothing, but should raisehimupat the
last day.

40 This is the will of the one who sent
me, that everyone who sees the Son and
believes in him should have eternal life;
and I will raise him up at the last day.”

41 The Jews therefore murmured con-
cerning him, because he said, “I am the
bread which came down out of heaven.”

42 They said, “Isn’t this Jesus, the son
of Joseph, whose father and mother we
know? How then does he say, ‘I have come
down out of heaven’?”

43 Therefore Jesus answered them,
“Don’t murmur among yourselves.

44 No one can come to me unless the
Father who sent me draws him; and I will
raise him up in the last day.

45 It is written in the prophets, ‘They
will all be taught by God.’ * Therefore
everyone who hears from the Father and
has learned, comes to me.

46 Not that anyone has seen the Father,
excepthewho is fromGod. Hehas seen the
Father.

47 Most certainly, I tell you, he who be-
lieves inme has eternal life.

48 I am the bread of life.
49 Your fathers ate the manna in the

wilderness and they died.
50 This is the bread which comes down

out of heaven, that anyone may eat of it
and not die.

51 I am the living bread which came
down out of heaven. If anyone eats of this
bread, he will live forever. Yes, the bread
which I will give for the life of the world is
my flesh.”

52 The Jews therefore contended with
one another, saying, “How can this man
give us his flesh to eat?”

53 Jesus therefore said to them, “Most
certainly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you
don’t have life in yourselves.

54 He who eats my flesh and drinks my
blood has eternal life, and I will raise him
up at the last day.

55 For my flesh is food indeed, and my
blood is drink indeed.

56 He who eats my flesh and drinks my
blood lives in me, and I in him.

57As the living Father sent me, and I live
because of the Father, so he who feeds on
mewill also live because of me.

58 This is the bread which came down
out of heaven—not as our fathers ate the
manna and died. He who eats this bread
will live forever.”

59He said these things in the synagogue,
as he taught in Capernaum.

60Thereforemany of his disciples, when
theyheard this, said, “This is ahard saying!
Who can listen to it?”

61 But Jesus knowing in himself that his
disciples murmured at this, said to them,
“Does this cause you to stumble?

62Then what if you would see the Son of
Man ascending to where he was before?

63 It is the spirit who gives life. The flesh
profits nothing. The words that I speak to
you are spirit, and are life.

64 But there are some of you who don’t
believe.” For Jesus knew from the begin-
ning who they were who didn’t believe,
and who it was whowould betray him.

65He said, “For this cause I have said to
you that no one can come to me, unless it
is given to him bymy Father.”

66At this,manyofhisdiscipleswentback
andwalked nomore with him.

67 Jesus said therefore to the twelve, “You
don’t also want to go away, do you?”

68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to
whom would we go? You have the words
of eternal life.

69 We have come to believe and know
that youare theChrist, the Sonof the living
God.”

* 6:45 Isaiah 54:13
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70 Jesus answered them, “Didn’t I choose
you, the twelve, and one of you is a devil?”

71 Now he spoke of Judas, the son of
Simon Iscariot, for it was he who would
betray him, being one of the twelve.

7
1 After these things, Jesus was walking

in Galilee, for he wouldn’t walk in Judea,
because the Jews sought to kill him.

2Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of
Booths, was at hand.

3His brothers therefore said to him, “De-
part fromhere and go into Judea, that your
disciples also may see your works which
you do.

4 For no one does anything in secret
while he seeks to be known openly. If
you do these things, reveal yourself to the
world.”

5 For even his brothers didn’t believe in
him.

6 Jesus therefore said to them, “My time
has not yet come, but your time is always
ready.

7 The world can’t hate you, but it hates
me, because I testify about it, that itsworks
are evil.

8Yougoup to the feast. I amnot yet going
up to this feast, because my time is not yet
fulfilled.”

9 Having said these things to them, he
stayed in Galilee.

10 But when his brothers had gone up
to the feast, then he also went up, not
publicly, but as it were in secret.

11 The Jews therefore sought him at the
feast, and said, “Where is he?”

12 There was much murmuring among
themultitudes concerninghim. Somesaid,
“He is a good man.” Others said, “Not so,
but he leads themultitude astray.”

13Yetnoone spokeopenlyofhim for fear
of the Jews.

14Butwhen it was now themiddle of the
feast, Jesus went up into the temple and
taught.

15 The Jews therefore marveled, saying,
“How does this man know letters, having
never been educated?”

16 Jesus therefore answered them, “My
teaching is notmine, but his who sentme.

17 If anyone desires to do his will, he
will knowabout the teaching, whether it is
fromGod or if I am speaking frommyself.

18Hewho speaks from himself seeks his
own glory, but he who seeks the glory of
him who sent him is true, and no unrigh-
teousness is in him.

19Didn’t Moses give you the law, and yet
none of you keeps the law? Why do you
seek to kill me?”

20 The multitude answered, “You have a
demon! Who seeks to kill you?”

21 Jesus answered them, “I did one work
and you all marvel because of it.

22Moseshas givenyou circumcision (not
that it is of Moses, but of the fathers), and
on the Sabbath you circumcise a boy.

23 If a boy receives circumcision on the
Sabbath, that the law of Moses may not be
broken, are you angry with me because
I made a man completely healthy on the
Sabbath?

24 Don’t judge according to appearance,
but judge righteous judgment.”

25 Therefore some of them of Jerusalem
said, “Isn’t this he whom they seek to kill?

26Behold, he speaks openly, and they say
nothing to him. Can it be that the rulers
indeed know that this is truly the Christ?

27 However, we know where this man
comes from, butwhen theChrist comes, no
one will knowwhere he comes from.”

28 Jesus therefore criedout in the temple,
teaching and saying, “You both know me,
and know where I am from. I have not
come ofmyself, but hewho sentme is true,
whom you don’t know.

29 I know him, because I am from him,
and he sent me.”

30They sought therefore to take him; but
no one laid a hand on him, because his
hour had not yet come.

31But of themultitude,many believed in
him. They said, “When the Christ comes,
he won’t do more signs than those which
this man has done, will he?”

32 The Pharisees heard the multitude
murmuring these things concerning him,
and thechiefpriests and thePharisees sent
officers to arrest him.
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33 Then Jesus said, “I will be with you a
little while longer, then I go to him who
sent me.

34 You will seek me and won’t find me.
You can’t comewhere I am.”

35 The Jews therefore said among them-
selves, “Where will this man go that we
won’t find him? Will he go to the Dis-
persion among the Greeks and teach the
Greeks?

36What is thisword thathesaid, ‘Youwill
seek me, and won’t find me;’ and ‘Where I
am, you can’t come’?”

37Nowon the last and greatest day of the
feast, Jesus stood and cried out, “If anyone
is thirsty, let him come tome and drink!

38 He who believes in me, as the Scrip-
ture has said, from within him will flow
rivers of living water.”

39But he said this about the Spirit, which
those believing in himwere to receive. For
the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because
Jesus wasn’t yet glorified.

40 Many of the multitude therefore,
when they heard these words, said, “This
is truly the prophet.”

41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” But
some said, “What, does the Christ comeout
of Galilee?

42 Hasn’t the Scripture said that the
Christ comes of the offspring† of David, *
and from Bethlehem,* the village where
David was?”

43 So a division arose in the multitude
because of him.

44 Some of them would have arrested
him, but no one laid hands on him.

45 The officers therefore came to the
chief priests and Pharisees; and they said
to them, “Why didn’t you bring him?”

46 The officers answered, “No man ever
spoke like this man!”

47 The Pharisees therefore answered
them, “You aren’t also led astray, are you?

48 Have any of the rulers or any of the
Pharisees believed in him?

49 But this multitude that doesn’t know
the law is cursed.”

50 Nicodemus (he who came to him by
night, being one of them) said to them,

51 “Does our law judge a man unless it
first hears fromhimpersonally andknows
what he does?”

52 They answered him, “Are you also
from Galilee? Search and see that no
prophet has arisen out of Galilee.”*

53Everyone went to his own house,

8
1but Jesus went to theMount of Olives.
2 Now very early in the morning, he

came again into the temple, and all the
people came to him. He sat down and
taught them.

3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought
awoman taken in adultery. Having set her
in themiddle,

4 they told him, “Teacher, we found this
woman in adultery, in the very act.

5Now in our law, Moses commanded us
to stone such women.* What then do you
say about her?”

6 They said this testing him, that they
might have something to accuse him of.
But Jesus stooped down and wrote on

the groundwith his finger.
7 But when they continued asking him,

he looked up and said to them, “He who is
without sin among you, let him throw the
first stone at her.”

8 Again he stooped down and wrote on
the groundwith his finger.

9 They, when they heard it, being con-
victedby their conscience,went out oneby
one, beginning from the oldest, even to the
last. Jesus was left alone with the woman
where she was, in themiddle.

10 Jesus, standing up, saw her and said,
“Woman,where are your accusers? Didno
one condemn you?”

11 She said, “No one, Lord.”
Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you.

Go your way. From now on, sin nomore.”†
12Again, therefore, Jesus spoke to them,

saying, “I am the light of the world.* He
who follows me will not walk in the dark-
ness, but will have the light of life.”

† 7:42 or, seed * 7:42 2 Samuel 7:12 * 7:42Micah 5:2 * 7:52 See Isaiah 9:1;Matthew4:13-16 * 8:5Leviticus
20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22 † 8:11NU includes John 7:53–John 8:11, but puts brackets around it to indicate that the
textual critics had less confidence that this was original. * 8:12 Isaiah 60:1
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13 The Pharisees therefore said to him,
“You testifyaboutyourself. Your testimony
is not valid.”

14 Jesus answered them, “Even if I testify
about myself, my testimony is true, for I
know where I came from, and where I am
going; but you don’t know where I came
from, or where I am going.

15 You judge according to the flesh. I
judge no one.

16Even if I do judge,my judgment is true,
for I amnot alone, but I amwith the Father
who sent me.

17 It’s also written in your law that the
testimony of two people is valid.*

18 I am one who testifies about myself,
and the Father who sentme testifies about
me.”

19 They said therefore to him, “Where is
your Father?”
Jesus answered, “You know neither me

normy Father. If you knewme, youwould
knowmy Father also.”

20 Jesus spoke these words in the trea-
sury, as he taught in the temple. Yet no one
arrested him, because his hour had not yet
come.

21 Jesus said therefore again to them, “I
am going away, and you will seek me, and
you will die in your sins. Where I go, you
can’t come.”

22 The Jews therefore said, “Will he kill
himself, because he says, ‘Where I am go-
ing, you can’t come’?”

23 He said to them, “You are from be-
neath. I am from above. You are of this
world. I am not of this world.

24 I said therefore to you that youwill die
in your sins; for unless you believe that I
am‡ he, you will die in your sins.”

25 They said therefore to him, “Who are
you?”
Jesus said to them, “Justwhat Ihavebeen

saying to you from the beginning.
26 I have many things to speak and to

judge concerning you. However, he who
sent me is true; and the things which I
heard from him, these I say to the world.”

27 They didn’t understand that he spoke
to them about the Father.

28 Jesus therefore said to them, “When
youhave liftedup theSonofMan, thenyou
will know that I am he, and I do nothing of
myself, but as my Father taught me, I say
these things.

29Hewho sentme iswithme. TheFather
hasn’t left me alone, for I always do the
things that are pleasing to him.”

30 As he spoke these things, many be-
lieved in him.

31 Jesus therefore said to those Jewswho
had believed him, “If you remain in my
word, then you are truly my disciples.

32You will know the truth, and the truth
will make you free.” *

33 They answered him, “We are Abra-
ham’s offspring, and have never been in
bondage to anyone. How do you say, ‘You
will be made free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Most certainly
I tell you, everyonewho commits sin is the
bondservant of sin.

35 A bondservant doesn’t live in the
house forever. A son remains forever.

36 If therefore the Son makes you free,
you will be free indeed.

37 I know that you are Abraham’s off-
spring, yet you seek to kill me, becausemy
word finds no place in you.

38 I say the things which I have seen
withmy Father; and you also do the things
which you have seen with your father.”

39 They answered him, “Our father is
Abraham.”
Jesus said to them, “If you were Abra-

ham’s children, youwould do theworks of
Abraham.

40Butnowyouseek tokillme, amanwho
has told you the truth which I heard from
God. Abraham didn’t do this.

41You do the works of your father.”
They said to him, “We were not born of

sexual immorality. We have one Father,
God.”

42 Therefore Jesus said to them, “If God
were your father, you would love me, for
I came out and have come from God. For I
haven’t come of myself, but he sent me.

43Whydon’t youunderstandmyspeech?
Because you can’t hear myword.

* 8:17 Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15 ‡ 8:24 or, I AM * 8:32 Psalms 119:45
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44 You are of your father the devil, and
you want to do the desires of your father.
He was a murderer from the beginning,
and doesn’t stand in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he speaks
a lie, he speaks on his own; for he is a liar,
and the father of lies.

45 But because I tell the truth, you don’t
believeme.

46Which of you convicts me of sin? If I
tell the truth, why do you not believeme?

47 He who is of God hears the words of
God. For this cause youdon’t hear, because
you are not of God.”

48 Then the Jews answered him, “Don’t
we say well that you are a Samaritan, and
have a demon?”

49 Jesusanswered, “I don’thaveademon,
but I honor my Father and you dishonor
me.

50But I don’t seekmy own glory. There is
one who seeks and judges.

51 Most certainly, I tell you, if a person
keeps myword, he will never see death.”

52 Then the Jews said to him, “Now we
know that you have a demon. Abraham
died, as did the prophets; and you say, ‘If
a man keeps my word, he will never taste
of death.’

53Are you greater than our father Abra-
ham, who died? The prophets died. Who
do youmake yourself out to be?”

54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself,
my glory is nothing. It is my Father who
glorifiesme, ofwhomyousay thathe is our
God.

55 You have not known him, but I know
him. If I said, ‘I don’t know him,’ I would
be like you, a liar. But I knowhimand keep
his word.

56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see
my day. He saw it and was glad.”

57 The Jews therefore said to him, “You
are not yet fifty years old! Have you seen
Abraham?”

58 Jesus said to them, “Most certainly, I
tell you, before Abraham came into exis-
tence, I AM.*”

59Therefore they tookupstones to throw
at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out

of the temple, having gone through the
middle of them, and so passed by.

9
1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind

from birth.
2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who

sinned, thismanorhisparents, thathewas
born blind?”

3 Jesus answered, “This man didn’t sin,
nor did his parents, but that the works of
Godmight be revealed in him.

4 I must work theworks of himwho sent
me while it is day. The night is coming,
when no one can work.

5While I am in the world, I am the light
of the world.”

6 When he had said this, he spat on
the ground, made mud with the saliva,
anointed the blind man’s eyes with the
mud,

7and said tohim, “Go,wash in thepool of
Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So he went
away, washed, and came back seeing.

8Therefore theneighbors and thosewho
saw that he was blind before said, “Isn’t
this he who sat and begged?”

9 Others were saying, “It is he.” Still
others were saying, “He looks like him.”
He said, “I am he.”
10They thereforewereaskinghim, “How

were your eyes opened?”
11 He answered, “A man called Jesus

made mud, anointed my eyes, and said to
me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam andwash.’ So
I went away and washed, and I received
sight.”

12Then they asked him, “Where is he?”
He said, “I don’t know.”
13They brought himwhohad been blind

to the Pharisees.
14 It was a Sabbath when Jesus made the

mud and opened his eyes.
15 Again therefore the Pharisees also

asked him how he received his sight. He
said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, I
washed, and I see.”

16 Some therefore of the Pharisees said,
“This man is not from God, because he
doesn’t keep the Sabbath.”

* 8:58 Exodus 3:14
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Others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner do such signs?” So there was divi-
sion among them.

17 Therefore they asked the blind man
again, “What do you say about him, be-
cause he opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.”
18The Jews therefore didn’t believe con-

cerning him, that he had been blind and
had received his sight, until they called the
parents of himwho had received his sight,

19 and asked them, “Is this your son,
whom you say was born blind? How then
does he now see?”

20 His parents answered them, “We
know that this is our son, and that he was
born blind;

21 but how he now sees, we don’t know;
or who opened his eyes, we don’t know.
He is of age. Ask him. He will speak for
himself.”

22His parents said these things because
they feared the Jews; for the Jews had
already agreed that if anymanwould con-
fess him as Christ, he would be put out of
the synagogue.

23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of
age. Ask him.”

24 So they called the man who was blind
a second time, and said to him, “Give glory
to God. We know that thisman is a sinner.”

25He therefore answered, “I don’t know
if he is a sinner. One thing I do know: that
though I was blind, now I see.”

26 They said to him again, “What did he
do to you? How did he open your eyes?”

27 He answered them, “I told you al-
ready, and you didn’t listen. Why do you
want to hear it again? You don’t also want
to become his disciples, do you?”

28 They insulted him and said, “You are
his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.

29 We know that God has spoken to
Moses. But as for this man, we don’t know
where he comes from.”

30Theman answered them, “Howamaz-
ing! Youdon’t knowwhere he comes from,
yet he openedmy eyes.

31 We know that God doesn’t listen to
sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of
God and does his will, he listens to him.*

32 Since the world began it has never
beenheard of that anyone opened the eyes
of someone born blind.

33 If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.”

34 They answered him, “You were alto-
gether born in sins, and do you teach us?”
Then they threw him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him
out, and finding him, he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of God?”

36He answered, “Who is he, Lord, that I
may believe in him?”

37 Jesus said to him, “You have both seen
him, and it is he who speaks with you.”

38 He said, “Lord, I believe!” and he
worshiped him.

39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for
judgment, that those who don’t see may
see; and that those who see may become
blind.”

40Those of the Pharisees who were with
him heard these things, and said to him,
“Are we also blind?”

41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind,
you would have no sin; but now you say,
‘We see.’ Therefore your sin remains.

10
1 “Most certainly, I tell you, one who

doesn’t enter by the door into the sheep
fold, but climbs up some other way, is a
thief and a robber.

2But onewho enters in by the door is the
shepherd of the sheep.

3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him,
and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls
his own sheep by name and leads them
out.

4Whenever hebrings out his own sheep,
he goes before them; and the sheep follow
him, for they know his voice.

5 They will by no means follow a
stranger, but will flee from him; for they
don’t know the voice of strangers.”

6 Jesus spoke this parable to them, but
theydidn’t understandwhat hewas telling
them.

* 9:31 Psalms 66:18; Proverbs 15:29; 28:9
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7 Jesus therefore said to them again,
“Most certainly, I tell you, I am the sheep’s
door.

8 All who came before me are thieves
and robbers, but the sheep didn’t listen to
them.

9 I am the door. If anyone enters in by
me, he will be saved, and will go in and go
out and will find pasture.

10 The thief only comes to steal, kill, and
destroy. I came that they may have life,
andmay have it abundantly.

11 “I am the good shepherd.* The good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

12Hewho isahiredhand, andnota shep-
herd, who doesn’t own the sheep, sees the
wolf coming, leaves the sheep, and flees.
The wolf snatches the sheep and scatters
them.

13 The hired hand flees because he is a
hired hand and doesn’t care for the sheep.

14 I am the good shepherd. I know my
own, and I’mknown bymy own;

15 even as the Father knows me, and I
know the Father. I lay downmy life for the
sheep.

16 I have other sheep which are not of
this fold.* Imust bring themalso, and they
will hear my voice. They will become one
flock with one shepherd.

17 Therefore the Father loves me, be-
cause I lay down my life, * that I may take
it again.

18 No one takes it away from me, but I
lay it down by myself. I have power to
lay it down, and I have power to take it
again. I received this commandment from
my Father.”

19 Therefore a division arose again
among the Jews because of these words.

20Many of them said, “He has a demon
and is insane! Why do you listen to him?”

21Others said, “These are not the sayings
of one possessed by a demon. It isn’t pos-
sible for a demon to open the eyes of the
blind, is it?”*

22 It was the Feast of the Dedication† at
Jerusalem.

23 It was winter, and Jesus was walking
in the temple, in Solomon’s porch.

24 The Jews therefore came around him
and said to him, “How long will you hold
us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell
us plainly.”

25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and
you don’t believe. The works that I do in
my Father’s name, these testify about me.

26But you don’t believe, because you are
not of my sheep, as I told you.

27My sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they followme.

28 I give eternal life to them. They will
never perish, and no one will snatch them
out of my hand.

29My Father who has given them to me
is greater than all. No one is able to snatch
them out of my Father’s hand.

30 I and the Father are one.”
31 Therefore the Jews took up stones

again to stone him.
32 Jesus answered them, “I have shown

youmany goodworks frommy Father. For
which of those works do you stoneme?”

33 The Jews answered him, “We don’t
stone you for a good work, but for blas-
phemy, because you, being a man, make
yourself God.”

34 Jesus answered them, “Isn’t it written
in your law, ‘I said, you are gods’?*

35 If he called them gods, to whom the
word of God came (and the Scripture can’t
be broken),

36 do you say of him whom the Father
sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You
blaspheme,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of
God’?

37 If I don’t do the works of my Father,
don’t believeme.

38 But if I do them, though you don’t
believe me, believe the works, that you
may know and believe that the Father is in
me, and I in the Father.”

39They sought again to seize him, and he
went out of their hand.

* 10:11 Isaiah 40:11; Ezekiel 34:11-12,15,22 * 10:16 Isaiah 56:8 * 10:17 Isaiah 53:7-8 * 10:21 Exodus 4:11
† 10:22 The “Feast of the Dedication” is the Greek name for “Hanukkah”, a celebration of the rededication of the
Temple. * 10:34 Psalms 82:6
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40 He went away again beyond the Jor-
dan into the place where John was baptiz-
ing at first, and he stayed there.

41 Many came to him. They said, “John
indeed did no sign, but everything that
John said about this man is true.”

42Many believed in him there.

11
1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus

from Bethany, of the village of Mary and
her sister, Martha.

2 It was that Mary who had anointed
the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet
with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was
sick.

3 The sisters therefore sent to him, say-
ing, “Lord, behold, he for whom you have
great affection is sick.”

4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This
sickness is not to death, but for the glory of
God, that God’s Sonmay be glorified by it.”

5Now Jesus lovedMartha, and her sister,
and Lazarus.

6When therefore he heard that he was
sick, he stayed two days in the placewhere
he was.

7 Then after this he said to the disciples,
“Let’s go into Judea again.”

8 The disciples asked him, “Rabbi, the
Jewswere just trying to stone you. Are you
going there again?”

9 Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve
hours of daylight? If a man walks in the
day, he doesn’t stumble, because he sees
the light of this world.

10 But if a man walks in the night, he
stumbles, because the light isn’t in him.”

11 He said these things, and after that,
he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has
fallen asleep, but I am going so that I may
awake him out of sleep.”

12 The disciples therefore said, “Lord, if
he has fallen asleep, he will recover.”

13NowJesushad spokenofhis death, but
they thought that he spoke of taking rest in
sleep.

14 So Jesus said to them plainly then,
“Lazarus is dead.

15 I am glad for your sakes that I was not
there, so that you may believe. Neverthe-
less, let’s go to him.”

16Thomas therefore, who is called Didy-
mus,† said tohis fellowdisciples, “Let’salso
go, that wemay die with him.”

17 So when Jesus came, he found that he
had been in the tomb four days already.

18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem,
about fifteen stadia‡ away.

19 Many of the Jews had joined the
women around Martha and Mary, to con-
sole them concerning their brother.

20 Then when Martha heard that Jesus
was coming, she went and met him, but
Mary stayed in the house.

21ThereforeMartha said to Jesus, “Lord,
if you would have been here, my brother
wouldn’t have died.

22 Even now I know that whatever you
ask of God, God will give you.”

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will
rise again.”

24 Martha said to him, “I know that he
will rise again in the resurrection at the
last day.”

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrec-
tion and the life. He who believes in me
will still live, even if he dies.

26Whoever lives and believes in mewill
never die. Do you believe this?”

27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have
come to believe that you are the Christ,
God’s Son, he who comes into the world.”

28Whenshehadsaid this, shewentaway
and called Mary, her sister, secretly, say-
ing, “The Teacher is here and is calling
you.”

29 When she heard this, she arose
quickly and went to him.

30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the
village, but was in the placewhereMartha
met him.

31 Then the Jews who were with her in
the house and were consoling her, when
they saw Mary, that she rose up quickly
and went out, followed her, saying, “She is
going to the tomb to weep there.”

32 Therefore when Mary came to where
Jesus was and saw him, she fell down at

† 11:16 “Didymus”means “Twin”. ‡ 11:18 15 stadia is about 2.8 kilometers or 1.7 miles
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his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you would
have been here,mybrotherwouldn’t have
died.”

33 When Jesus therefore saw her weep-
ing, and the Jews weeping who came with
her, he groaned in the spirit and was trou-
bled,

34and said, “Where have you laid him?”
They told him, “Lord, come and see.”
35 Jesus wept.
36 The Jews therefore said, “See how

much affection he had for him!”
37Some of them said, “Couldn’t thisman,

who opened the eyes of him who was
blind, have also kept this man from dy-
ing?”

38 Jesus therefore, again groaning in
himself, came to the tomb. Now it was a
cave, and a stone lay against it.

39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of himwho was dead,

said to him, “Lord, by this time there is a
stench, for he has been dead four days.”

40 Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you
that if you believed, you would see God’s
glory?”

41 So they took away the stone from the
place where the dead man was lying.§ Je-
sus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I
thank you that you listened to me.

42 I know that you always listen to me,
but because of the multitude standing
around I said this, that they may believe
that you sent me.”

43When he had said this, he cried with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”

44 He who was dead came out, bound
handand footwithwrappings, andhis face
was wrapped aroundwith a cloth.
Jesus said to them, “Freehim, and lethim

go.”
45Thereforemany of the Jewswho came

toMaryand sawwhat Jesusdidbelieved in
him.

46 But some of them went away to the
Pharisees and told them the things which
Jesus had done.

47 The chief priests therefore and the
Pharisees gathered a council, and said,

“What are we doing? For this man does
many signs.

48 If we leave him alone like this, every-
one will believe in him, and the Romans
will come and take away both our place
and our nation.”

49 But a certain one of them, Caiaphas,
being high priest that year, said to them,
“You know nothing at all,

50nor do you consider that it is advanta-
geous for us that one man should die for
the people, and that the whole nation not
perish.”

51Now he didn’t say this of himself, but
being high priest that year, he prophesied
that Jesus would die for the nation,

52 and not for the nation only, but that
he might also gather together into one the
children of God who are scattered abroad.

53 So from that day forward they took
counsel that theymight put him to death.

54 Jesus therefore walked no more
openly among the Jews, but departed from
there into the countrynear thewilderness,
to a city called Ephraim. He stayed there
with his disciples.

55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at
hand. Many went up from the country to
Jerusalem before the Passover, to purify
themselves.

56 Then they sought for Jesus and spoke
with one another as they stood in the tem-
ple, “What do you think—that he isn’t com-
ing to the feast at all?”

57 Now the chief priests and the Phar-
isees had commanded that if anyone knew
wherehewas, he shouldreport it, that they
might seize him.

12
1 Then, six days before the Passover, Je-

sus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was,
who had been dead, whom he raised from
the dead.

2 So they made him a supper there.
Martha served, but Lazarus was one of
those who sat at the table with him.

3 Therefore Mary took a pound† of oint-
ment of pure nard, very precious, and
anointed Jesus’ feetandwipedhis feetwith

§ 11:41 NU omits “from the place where the dead man was lying.” † 12:3 a Roman pound of 12 ounces, or about
340 grams
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her hair. The house was filled with the
fragrance of the ointment.

4Then Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, one of
his disciples, who would betray him, said,

5 “Why wasn’t this ointment sold for
three hundred denarii‡ and given to the
poor?”

6Now he said this, not because he cared
for the poor, but because he was a thief,
and having the money box, used to steal
what was put into it.

7 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She
has kept this for the day of my burial.

8For you always have the poorwith you,
but you don’t always haveme.”

9 A large crowd therefore of the Jews
learned that he was there; and they came,
not for Jesus’ sake only, but that theymight
seeLazarusalso,whomhehadraised from
the dead.

10 But the chief priests conspired to put
Lazarus to death also,

11becauseonaccountofhimmanyof the
Jews went away and believed in Jesus.

12On the next day a great multitude had
come to the feast. When they heard that
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,

13 they took the branches of the palm
trees and went out to meet him, and cried
out, “Hosanna!§ Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord,* the King of Is-
rael!”

14 Jesus, having found a young donkey,
sat on it. As it is written,

15 “Don’t be afraid, daughter of Zion. Be-
hold, your King comes, sitting on a don-
key’s colt.”*

16 His disciples didn’t understand these
things at first, but when Jesus was glo-
rified, then they remembered that these
things were written about him, and that
they had done these things to him.

17Themultitude therefore thatwaswith
him when he called Lazarus out of the
tomb and raised him from the dead was
testifying about it.

18For this cause also themultitude went
and met him, because they heard that he
had done this sign.

19 The Pharisees therefore said among
themselves, “See how you accomplish
nothing. Behold, the world has gone after
him.”

20Nowtherewere certainGreeks among
those whowent up to worship at the feast.

21 Therefore, these came to Philip, who
was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked
him, saying, “Sir, we want to see Jesus.”

22 Philip came and told Andrew, and in
turn, Andrew came with Philip, and they
told Jesus.

23 Jesus answered them, “The time has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified.

24Most certainly I tell you, unless a grain
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it
remains by itself alone. But if it dies, it
bears much fruit.

25 He who loves his life will lose it. He
who hates his life in this world will keep it
to eternal life.

26 If anyoneservesme, lethimfollowme.
Where I am, there my servant will also be.
If anyone serves me, the Father will honor
him.

27 “Nowmy soul is troubled. What shall I
say? ‘Father, save me from this time’? But
I came to this time for this cause.

28Father, glorify your name!”
Then a voice came out of the sky, saying,

“I have both glorified it and will glorify it
again.”

29Therefore themultitude who stood by
and heard it said that it had thundered.
Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”

30 Jesus answered, “This voice hasn’t
come for my sake, but for your sakes.

31 Now is the judgment of this world.
Now the prince of this world will be cast
out.

32And I, if I am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all people to myself.”

33 But he said this, signifying by what
kind of death he should die.

34 The multitude answered him, “We
have heard out of the law that the Christ
remains forever.* How do you say, ‘The
Son of Manmust be lifted up’? Who is this
Son of Man?”

‡ 12:5 300 denarii was about a year’s wages for an agricultural laborer. § 12:13 “Hosanna” means “save us” or
“help us, we pray”. * 12:13 Psalms 118:25-26 * 12:15 Zechariah 9:9 * 12:34 Isaiah 9:7; Daniel 2:44; See Isaiah
53:8
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35 Jesus therefore said to them, “Yet a
little while the light is with you. Walk
while you have the light, that darkness
doesn’t overtake you. He whowalks in the
darkness doesn’t knowwhere he is going.

36 While you have the light, believe in
the light, that you may become children
of light.” Jesus said these things, and he
departed and hid himself from them.

37But though he had done somany signs
before them, yet theydidn’t believe inhim,

38 that the word of Isaiah the prophet
might be fulfilled, which he spoke:
“Lord, who has believed our report?

Towhomhas the armof the Lord been
revealed?”*

39 For this cause they couldn’t believe,
for Isaiah said again:
40 “He has blinded their eyes and he hard-

ened their heart,
lest they should see with their eyes,
and perceive with their heart,
and would turn,
and I would heal them.”*

41 Isaiah said these things when he saw
his glory, and spoke of him. *

42Nevertheless, evenmany of the rulers
believed in him, but because of the Phar-
isees they didn’t confess it, so that they
wouldn’t be put out of the synagogue,

43 for they lovedmen’s praisemore than
God’s praise.

44 Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever
believes in me, believes not in me, but in
himwho sent me.

45 He who sees me sees him who sent
me.

46 I have come as a light into the world,
that whoever believes in me may not re-
main in the darkness.

47 If anyone listens to my sayings and
doesn’t believe, I don’t judge him. For I
camenot to judge theworld, but to save the
world.

48Hewhorejectsme, anddoesn’t receive
my sayings, has one who judges him. The
word that I spokewill judge him in the last
day.

49 For I spoke not from myself, but the
Father who sent me gave me a command-
ment, what I should say andwhat I should
speak.

50 I know that his commandment is eter-
nal life. The things therefore which I
speak, even as the Father has said tome, so
I speak.”

13
1 Now before the feast of the Passover,

Jesus, knowing that his timehad come that
he would depart from this world to the
Father, having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end.

2 During supper, the devil having al-
ready put into the heart of Judas Iscariot,
Simon’s son, to betray him,

3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had
given all things into his hands, and that he
came from God andwas going to God,

4 arose from supper, and laid aside his
outer garments. He took a towel and
wrapped a towel around his waist.

5 Then he poured water into the basin,
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and
to wipe them with the towel that was
wrapped around him.

6 Then he came to Simon Peter. He said
to him, “Lord, do you washmy feet?”

7 Jesus answered him, “You don’t know
what I am doing now, but you will under-
stand later.”

8Peter said to him, “Youwill never wash
my feet!”
Jesusansweredhim, “If I don’twashyou,

you have no part withme.”
9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my

feet only, but alsomyhands andmyhead!”
10 Jesus said to him, “Someone who has

bathed only needs to have his feetwashed,
but is completely clean. You are clean, but
not all of you.”

11 For he knew him who would betray
him; therefore he said, “You are not all
clean.”

12Sowhen he hadwashed their feet, put
his outer garment back on, and sat down
again, he said to them, “Do you knowwhat
I have done to you?

* 12:38 Isaiah 53:1 * 12:40 Isaiah 6:10 * 12:41 Isaiah 6:1
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13 You call me, ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord.’ You
say so correctly, for so I am.

14 If I then, the Lord and the Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to
wash one another’s feet.

15 For I have given you an example, that
you should also do as I have done to you.

16 Most certainly I tell you, a servant is
not greater than his lord, neither is one
who is sent greater than hewho sent him.

17 If you know these things, blessed are
you if you do them.

18 I don’t speak concerning all of you.
I know whom I have chosen; but that
the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who
eats bread with me has lifted up his heel
against me.’*

19 From now on, I tell you before it hap-
pens, that when it happens, you may be-
lieve that I am he.

20 Most certainly I tell you, he who re-
ceives whomever I send, receives me; and
hewhoreceivesme, receiveshimwhosent
me.”

21When Jesus had said this, hewas trou-
bled in spirit, and testified, “Most certainly
I tell you that one of you will betrayme.”

22 The disciples looked at one another,
perplexed about whom he spoke.

23Oneofhis disciples,whomJesus loved,
was at the table, leaning against Jesus’
chest.

24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to
him, and said to him, “Tell us who it is of
whom he speaks.”

25He, leaning back, as he was, on Jesus’
chest, asked him, “Lord, who is it?”

26 Jesus therefore answered, “It is he to
whom I will give this piece of bread when
I have dipped it.” So when he had dipped
the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the
son of Simon Iscariot.

27 After the piece of bread, then Satan
entered into him.
Then Jesus said to him, “What you do, do

quickly.”
28Nownobody at the table knewwhy he

said this to him.
29 For some thought, because Judas had

themoneybox, that Jesus said to him, “Buy

what things we need for the feast,” or that
he should give something to the poor.

30 Therefore having received that
morsel, he went out immediately. It was
night.

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said,
“Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him.

32 If God has been glorified in him, God
will also glorify him in himself, and hewill
glorify him immediately.

33 Little children, I will be with you a
little while longer. You will seek me, and
as I said to the Jews, ‘Where I amgoing, you
can’t come,’ so now I tell you.

34 A new commandment I give to you,
that you love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also love one another.

35 By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.”

36Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where
are you going?”
Jesus answered, “Where I am going, you

can’t follow now, but you will follow after-
wards.”

37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can’t I
follow you now? Iwill lay downmy life for
you.”

38 Jesus answered him, “Will you lay
downyour life forme? Most certainly I tell
you, the rooster won’t crow until you have
deniedme three times.

14
1 “Don’t let your heart be troubled. Be-

lieve in God. Believe also inme.
2 In my Father’s house are many homes.

If it weren’t so, I would have told you. I am
going to prepare a place for you.

3 If I go andprepare a place for you, Iwill
come again andwill receive you tomyself;
that where I am, youmay be there also.

4Youknowwhere I go, andyouknow the
way.”

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t
know where you are going. How can we
know the way?”

* 13:18 Psalms 41:9
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6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father, except throughme.

7 If you had known me, you would have
known my Father also. From now on, you
know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the
Father, and that will be enough for us.”

9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with
you such a long time, and do you not know
me, Philip? He who has seen me has seen
the Father. How do you say, ‘Show us the
Father’?

10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Fa-
ther, and the Father inme? Thewords that
I tell you, I speak not from myself; but the
Father who lives in me does his works.

11Believeme that I am in the Father, and
the Father inme; or else believeme for the
very works’ sake.

12 Most certainly I tell you, he who be-
lieves in me, the works that I do, he will
do also; and he will do greater works than
these, because I am going to my Father.

13Whatever you will ask in my name, I
will do it, that the Father may be glorified
in the Son.

14 If you will ask anything in my name, I
will do it.

15 If you love me, keep my command-
ments.

16 I will pray to the Father, and he will
give you another Counselor, † that he may
be with you forever:

17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world
can’t receive, for it doesn’t see him and
doesn’t know him. You know him, for he
lives with you andwill be in you.

18 I will not leave you orphans. I will
come to you.

19Yet a littlewhile, and theworldwill see
me no more; but you will see me. Because
I live, you will live also.

20 In that day you will know that I am in
my Father, and you inme, and I in you.

21One who has my commandments and
keeps them, that person is one who loves
me. Onewho lovesmewill be loved bymy
Father, and I will love him, and will reveal
myself to him.”

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord,
what has happened that you are about
to reveal yourself to us, and not to the
world?”

23 Jesus answered him, “If a man loves
me, he will keep my word. My Father will
love him, and we will come to him and
make our homewith him.

24He who doesn’t love me doesn’t keep
my words. The word which you hear isn’t
mine, but the Father’s who sent me.

25 “I have said these things to you while
still living with you.

26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you all things, and will remind
you of all that I said to you.

27Peace I leavewith you. Mypeace I give
to you; not as theworld gives, I give to you.
Don’t let yourheart be troubled, neither let
it be fearful.

28 You heard how I told you, ‘I am going
away, and I will come back to you.’ If
you loved me, you would have rejoiced
because I said ‘I amgoing tomyFather;’ for
the Father is greater than I.

29Now I have told you before it happens
so that when it happens, youmay believe.

30 I will no more speak much with you,
for the prince of the world comes, and he
has nothing inme.

31 But that the world may know that I
love the Father, and as the Father com-
manded me, even so I do. Arise, let’s go
from here.

15
1“I am the truevine, andmyFather is the

farmer.
2 Every branch in me that doesn’t bear

fruit, he takes away. Every branch that
bears fruit, he prunes, that it may bear
more fruit.

3 You are already pruned clean because
of the word which I have spoken to you.

4 Remain in me, and I in you. As the
branch can’t bear fruit by itself unless it
remains in the vine, so neither can you,
unless you remain inme.

† 14:16 Greek παρακλητον: Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, and Comforter.
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5 I am the vine. You are the branches.
He who remains in me and I in him bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing.

6 If a man doesn’t remain in me, he is
thrown out as a branch and is withered;
and they gather them, throw them into the
fire, and they are burned.

7 If you remain in me, and my words
remain in you, you will ask whatever you
desire, and it will be done for you.

8 “In this my Father is glorified, that you
bear much fruit; and so you will be my
disciples.

9Even as the Father has loved me, I also
have loved you. Remain inmy love.

10 If you keep my commandments, you
will remain inmy love, even as I have kept
my Father’s commandments and remain
in his love.

11 I have spoken these things to you, that
my joy may remain in you, and that your
joymay bemade full.

12 “This is my commandment, that you
love one another, even as I have loved
you.

13Greater love has no one than this, that
someone lay down his life for his friends.

14You aremy friends if you dowhatever
I command you.

15 No longer do I call you servants, for
the servant doesn’t know what his lord
does. But I have called you friends, for
everything that I heard from my Father, I
havemade known to you.

16 You didn’t choose me, but I chose you
and appointed you, that you should go
and bear fruit, and that your fruit should
remain; that whatever you will ask of the
Father inmy name, hemay give it to you.

17 “I command these things to you, that
youmay love one another.

18 If the world hates you, you know that
it has hatedme before it hated you.

19 If you were of the world, the world
would love its own. But because you are
not of the world, since I chose you out of
the world, therefore the world hates you.

20Remember theword that I said to you:
‘A servant is not greater than his lord.’* If
they persecuted me, they will also perse-
cute you. If they kept my word, they will
also keep yours.

21But they will do all these things to you
for my name’s sake, because they don’t
know himwho sent me.

22 If I had not come and spoken to them,
theywould not have had sin; but now they
have no excuse for their sin.

23 He who hates me, hates my Father
also.

24 If I hadn’t done among them theworks
which no one else did, they wouldn’t have
had sin. But now they have seen and also
hated bothme andmy Father.

25 But this happened so that the word
maybe fulfilledwhichwaswritten in their
law, ‘They hatedmewithout a cause.’*

26 “When the Counselor† has come,
whom I will send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the
Father, he will testify about me.

27You will also testify, because you have
been withme from the beginning.

16
1 “I have said these things to you so that

you wouldn’t be caused to stumble.
2Theywill putyououtof the synagogues.

Yes, the time is coming that whoever kills
you will think that he offers service to
God.

3Theywill do these things† because they
have not known the Father norme.

4But I have told you these things so that
when the time comes, you may remember
that I told you about them. I didn’t tell you
these things from the beginning, because I
was with you.

5Butnow Iamgoing tohimwho sentme,
and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you
going?’

6 But because I have told you these
things, sorrow has filled your heart.

7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is to
your advantage that I go away; for if I don’t

* 15:20 John 13:16 * 15:25 Psalms 35:19; 69:4 † 15:26 Greek Parakletos: Counselor, Helper, Advocate,
Intercessor, and Comforter. † 16:3 TR adds “to you”
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go away, the Counselor won’t come to you.
But if I go, I will send him to you.

8When he has come, he will convict the
world about sin, about righteousness, and
about judgment;

9about sin, because they don’t believe in
me;

10 about righteousness, because I am go-
ing tomy Father, and youwon’t seeme any
more;

11about judgment, because the prince of
this world has been judged.

12“I still havemany things to tell you, but
you can’t bear them now.

13However, when he, the Spirit of truth,
has come, he will guide you into all truth,
for he will not speak from himself; but
whatever he hears, he will speak. He will
declare to you things that are coming.

14 He will glorify me, for he will take
from what is mine and will declare it to
you.

15All things that theFatherhas aremine;
therefore I said that he takes‡ of mine and
will declare it to you.

16 “A littlewhile, and youwill not seeme.
Again a little while, and you will see me.”

17 Some of his disciples therefore said to
one another, “What is this that he says to
us, ‘A little while, and you won’t see me,
and again a little while, and you will see
me;’ and, ‘Because I go to the Father’?”

18They said therefore, “What is this that
he says, ‘A little while’? We don’t know
what he is saying.”

19 Therefore Jesus perceived that they
wanted to ask him, and he said to them,
“Do you inquire among yourselves con-
cerning this, that I said, ‘A little while, and
you won’t see me, and again a little while,
and you will see me’?

20Most certainly I tell you that you will
weep and lament, but the world will re-
joice. You will be sorrowful, but your
sorrowwill be turned into joy.

21 A woman, when she gives birth, has
sorrow because her time has come. But
when she has delivered the child, she
doesn’t remember the anguish any more,

for the joy that a human being is born into
the world.

22 Therefore you now have sorrow, but
I will see you again, and your heart will
rejoice, and no onewill take your joy away
from you.

23 “In that day you will ask me no ques-
tions. Most certainly I tell you, whatever
you may ask of the Father in my name, he
will give it to you.

24Until now, you have asked nothing in
my name. Ask, and you will receive, that
your joymay bemade full.

25 “I have spoken these things to you in
figures of speech. But the time is coming
when Iwill nomore speak to you infigures
of speech, but will tell you plainly about
the Father.

26 In that day you will ask in my name;
and I don’t say to you that I will pray to the
Father for you,

27 for the Father himself loves you, be-
cause you have loved me, and have be-
lieved that I came from God.

28 I came from the Father and have come
into the world. Again, I leave the world
and go to the Father.”

29His disciples said to him, “Behold, now
you are speaking plainly, and using no
figures of speech.

30 Now we know that you know all
things, and don’t need for anyone to ques-
tion you. By this we believe that you came
from God.”

31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now
believe?

32 Behold, the time is coming, yes, and
has now come, that you will be scattered,
everyone to his own place, and you will
leavemealone. Yet I amnotalone, because
the Father is withme.

33 I have told you these things, that in
me you may have peace. In the world
you have trouble; but cheer up! I have
overcome the world.”

17
1 Jesus said these things, then lifting up

his eyes to heaven, he said, “Father, the
time has come. Glorify your Son, that your
Sonmay also glorify you;

‡ 16:15 TR reads “will take” instead of “takes”
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2 even as you gave him authority over
all flesh, so he will give eternal life to all
whom you have given him.

3 This is eternal life, that they should
know you, the only true God, and him
whom you sent, Jesus Christ.

4 I glorified you on the earth. I have
accomplished the work which you have
givenme to do.

5Now, Father, glorify me with your own
self with the glory which I had with you
before the world existed.

6 “I revealed your name to the people
whomyou have givenme out of theworld.
Theywere yours, andyouhave given them
tome. They have kept your word.

7 Now they have known that all things
whateveryouhavegivenmeare fromyou,

8 for thewordswhich youhave givenme
I have given to them; and they received
them, and knew for sure that I came from
you. They have believed that you sentme.

9 I pray for them. I don’t pray for the
world, but for those whom you have given
me, for they are yours.

10All things that aremine are yours, and
yoursaremine, and Iamglorified in them.

11 I am no more in the world, but these
are in the world, and I am coming to
you. Holy Father, keep them through your
name which you have given me, that they
may be one, even as we are.

12While I was with them in the world, I
kept them in your name. I have kept those
whom you have givenme. None of them is
lost except the son of destruction, that the
Scripture might be fulfilled.

13But now I come to you, and I say these
things in theworld, that theymay havemy
joymade full in themselves.

14 I have given them your word. The
world hated them because they are not of
the world, even as I am not of the world.

15 I pray not that you would take them
from the world, but that you would keep
them from the evil one.

16They are not of theworld, even as I am
not of the world.

17 Sanctify them in your truth. Your
word is truth.*

18As you sentme into theworld, even so
I have sent them into the world.

19 For their sakes I sanctify myself, that
they themselves also may be sanctified in
truth.

20 “Not for these only do I pray, but for
those also who will believe in me through
their word,

21 that they may all be one; even as you,
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they
also may be one in us; that the world may
believe that you sent me.

22 The glory which you have given me, I
have given to them, that they may be one,
even as we are one,

23 I in them, andyou inme, that theymay
be perfected into one, that the world may
know that you sent me and loved them,
even as you lovedme.

24 Father, I desire that they also whom
you have given me be with me where I
am, that they may see my glory which you
havegivenme, for you lovedmebefore the
foundation of the world.

25 Righteous Father, the world hasn’t
known you, but I knew you; and these
knew that you sent me.

26 I made known to them your name,
and will make it known; that the love with
which you lovedmemay be in them, and I
in them.”

18
1When Jesushadspoken thesewords, he

went out with his disciples over the brook
Kidron, where there was a garden, into
which he and his disciples entered.

2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also
knew the place, for Jesus often met there
with his disciples.

3 Judas then, having taken a detach-
ment of soldiers andofficers fromthe chief
priests and the Pharisees, came there with
lanterns, torches, and weapons.

4 Jesus therefore, knowing all the things
that were happening to him, went out and
said to them, “Who are you looking for?”

5 They answered him, “Jesus of
Nazareth.”
Jesus said to them, “I am he.”

* 17:17 Psalms 119:142
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Judas also, who betrayed him, was
standing with them.

6When therefore he said to them, “I am
he,” they went backward and fell to the
ground.

7 Again therefore he asked them, “Who
are you looking for?”
They said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I amhe.

If therefore you seek me, let these go their
way,”

9 that the word might be fulfilled which
he spoke, “Of those whom you have given
me, I have lost none.”*

10 Simon Peter therefore, having a
sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s
servant, and cut off his right ear. The
servant’s namewasMalchus.

11 Jesus therefore said to Peter, “Put the
sword into its sheath. The cup which the
Father has given me, shall I not surely
drink it?”

12 So the detachment, the commanding
officer, and the officers of the Jews seized
Jesus and bound him,

13 and led him to Annas first, for he was
father-in-law to Caiaphas, who was high
priest that year.

14Now it was Caiaphas who advised the
Jews that it was expedient that one man
should perish for the people.

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, as did
another disciple. Now that disciple was
known to the high priest, and entered in
with Jesus into the court of the high priest;

16but Peterwas standing at the door out-
side. So the other disciple,whowas known
to the high priest, went out and spoke to
her who kept the door, and brought in
Peter.

17Then the maid who kept the door said
to Peter, “Are you also one of this man’s
disciples?”
He said, “I am not.”
18 Now the servants and the officers

were standing there, havingmade a fire of
coals, for it was cold. They were warming
themselves. Peterwaswith them, standing
andwarming himself.

19 The high priest therefore asked Jesus
about his disciples and about his teaching.

20 Jesusansweredhim, “I spokeopenly to
the world. I always taught in synagogues
and in the temple, where the Jews always
meet. I said nothing in secret.

21 Why do you ask me? Ask those who
haveheardmewhat I said to them. Behold,
they know the things which I said.”

22 When he had said this, one of the
officers standing by slapped Jesus with his
hand, saying, “Do you answer the high
priest like that?”

23 Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken
evil, testify of the evil; but if well, why do
you beat me?”

24Annas senthimbound toCaiaphas, the
high priest.

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and
warming himself. They said therefore to
him, “You aren’t also one of his disciples,
are you?”
He denied it and said, “I am not.”
26One of the servants of the high priest,

beingarelativeofhimwhoseearPeterhad
cut off, said, “Didn’t I see you in the garden
with him?”

27 Peter therefore denied it again, and
immediately the rooster crowed.

28 They led Jesus therefore from Ca-
iaphas into the Praetorium. It was early,
and they themselves didn’t enter into the
Praetorium, that theymight not be defiled,
but might eat the Passover.

29 Pilate therefore went out to them
and said, “What accusation do you bring
against this man?”

30 They answered him, “If this man
weren’t an evildoer, we wouldn’t have de-
livered him up to you.”

31 Pilate therefore said to them, “Take
him yourselves, and judge him according
to your law.”
Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is

illegal for us to put anyone to death,”
32 that the word of Jesus might be ful-

filled, which he spoke, signifying by what
kind of death he should die.

* 18:9 John 6:39
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33Pilate therefore entered again into the
Praetorium, called Jesus, and said to him,
“Are you the King of the Jews?”

34 Jesus answered him, “Do you say this
by yourself, or did others tell you about
me?”

35 Pilate answered, “I’m not a Jew, am I?
Your own nation and the chief priests de-
livered you tome. What have you done?”

36 Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not
of this world. If my Kingdom were of this
world, thenmy servantswould fight, that I
wouldn’t be delivered to the Jews. But now
my Kingdom is not from here.”

37 Pilate therefore said to him, “Are you
a king then?”
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a

king. For this reason I have beenborn, and
for this reason I have come into the world,
that I should testify to the truth. Everyone
who is of the truth listens to my voice.”

38Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”
Whenhehad said this, hewent out again

to the Jews, and said to them, “I find no
basis for a charge against him.

39 But you have a custom that I should
release someone to you at the Passover.
Therefore, do you want me to release to
you the King of the Jews?”

40 Then they all shouted again, saying,
“Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barab-
bas was a robber.

19
1 So Pilate then took Jesus and flogged

him.
2 The soldiers twisted thorns into a

crown and put it on his head, and dressed
him in a purple garment.

3 They kept saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” and they kept slapping him.

4Then Pilate went out again, and said to
them, “Behold, I bring him out to you, that
you may know that I find no basis for a
charge against him.”

5 Jesus therefore came out, wearing the
crown of thorns and the purple garment.
Pilate said to them, “Behold, the man!”

6 When therefore the chief priests and
the officers saw him, they shouted, saying,
“Crucify! Crucify!”
Pilate said to them, “Takehimyourselves

and crucify him, for I find no basis for a
charge against him.”

7 The Jews answered him, “We have a
law, and by our law he ought to die, be-
cause hemade himself the Son of God.”

8 When therefore Pilate heard this say-
ing, he wasmore afraid.

9He entered into the Praetorium again,
and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?”
But Jesus gave him no answer.

10 Pilate therefore said to him, “Aren’t
you speaking tome? Don’t you know that I
havepower to release youandhavepower
to crucify you?”

11 Jesus answered, “You would have no
power at all against me, unless it were
given to you from above. Therefore he
who deliveredme to you has greater sin.”

12 At this, Pilate was seeking to release
him, but the Jews cried out, saying, “If
you release this man, you aren’t Caesar’s
friend! Everyone who makes himself a
king speaks against Caesar!”

13 When Pilate therefore heard these
words, he brought Jesus out and sat down
on the judgment seat at a place called “The
Pavement”, but in Hebrew, “Gabbatha.”

14Now it was the Preparation Day of the
Passover, at about the sixth hour.† He said
to the Jews, “Behold, your King!”

15They cried out, “Awaywith him! Away
with him! Crucify him!”
Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your

King?”
The chief priests answered, “Wehave no

king but Caesar!”
16So then he delivered him to them to be

crucified. So they took Jesus and led him
away.

17He went out, bearing his cross, to the
place called “The Place of a Skull”, which is
called in Hebrew, “Golgotha”,

18 where they crucified him, and with
him two others, on either side one, and
Jesus in themiddle.

† 19:14 “the sixth hour” would have been 6:00 a.m. according to the Roman timekeeping system, or noon for the
Jewish timekeeping system in use, then.
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19 Pilate wrote a title also, and put it on
the cross. There was written, “JESUS OF
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

20 Therefore many of the Jews read this
title, for the place where Jesus was cruci-
fied was near the city; and it was written
in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek.

21The chief priests of the Jews therefore
said to Pilate, “Don’t write, ‘The King of
the Jews,’ but, ‘he said, “I am King of the
Jews.” ’ ”

22Pilate answered, “What Ihavewritten,
I have written.”

23Then the soldiers, when they had cru-
cified Jesus, took his garments and made
four parts, to every soldier a part; and
also the tunic. Now the tunic was without
seam, woven from the top throughout.

24 Then they said to one another, “Let’s
not tear it, but cast lots for it to decide
whose it will be,” that the Scripture might
be fulfilled, which says,
“They partedmy garments among them.

They cast lots for my clothing.”*
Therefore the soldiers did these things.

25 But standing by Jesus’ cross were his
mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife
of Clopas, andMaryMagdalene.

26Therefore when Jesus saw his mother,
and the disciple whom he loved standing
there, he said to his mother, “Woman, be-
hold, your son!”

27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold,
yourmother!” From that hour, the disciple
took her to his own home.

28After this, Jesus, seeing‡ that all things
were now finished, that the Scripture
might be fulfilled, said, “I am thirsty!”

29 Now a vessel full of vinegar was set
there; so they put a sponge full of the vine-
gar on hyssop, and held it at his mouth.

30 When Jesus therefore had received
the vinegar, he said, “It is finished!” Then
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

31 Therefore the Jews, because it was
the Preparation Day, so that the bodies
wouldn’t remain on the cross on the Sab-
bath (for that Sabbath was a special one),

asked of Pilate that their legs might be
broken and that theymight be taken away.

32Therefore the soldiers cameandbroke
the legs of the first and of the other who
was crucified with him;

33 but when they came to Jesus and saw
thathewasalreadydead, theydidn’t break
his legs.

34 However, one of the soldiers pierced
his side with a spear, and immediately
blood andwater came out.

35He who has seen has testified, and his
testimony is true. He knows that he tells
the truth, that youmay believe.

36 For these things happened that the
Scripturemightbe fulfilled, “Aboneofhim
will not be broken.”*

37 Again another Scripture says, “They
will look on himwhom they pierced.”*

38After these things, Joseph of Arimath-
aea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly
for fear of the Jews, asked of Pilate that he
might take away Jesus’ body. Pilate gave
him permission. He came therefore and
took away his body.

39Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus
by night, also came bringing a mixture of
myrrh and aloes, about a hundred Roman
pounds.§

40 So they took Jesus’ body, and bound
it in linen cloths with the spices, as the
custom of the Jews is to bury.

41Now in the place where he was cruci-
fied therewas a garden. In the gardenwas
a new tomb in which no man had ever yet
been laid.

42Then, becauseof the Jews’Preparation
Day (for the tomb was near at hand), they
laid Jesus there.

20
1Now on the first day of the week, Mary

Magdalene went early, while it was still
dark, to the tomb, and saw that the stone
had been taken away from the tomb.

2 Therefore she ran and came to Simon
Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus
loved, and said to them, “They have taken

* 19:24 Psalms 22:18 ‡ 19:28NU, TR read “knowing” instead of “seeing” * 19:36 Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12;
Psalms 34:20 * 19:37 Zechariah 12:10 § 19:39 100 Roman pounds of 12 ounces each, or about 72 pounds, or 33
Kilograms.
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away the Lord out of the tomb, and we
don’t knowwhere they have laid him!”

3 Therefore Peter and the other disciple
went out, and they went toward the tomb.

4Theyboth ran together. The other disci-
pleoutranPeterandcame to the tombfirst.

5 Stooping and looking in, he saw the
linen cloths lying there; yet he didn’t enter
in.

6Then SimonPeter came, following him,
and entered into the tomb. He saw the
linen cloths lying,

7and the cloth that hadbeenonhis head,
not lying with the linen cloths, but rolled
up in a place by itself.

8 So then the other disciple who came
first to the tomb also entered in, and he
saw and believed.

9 For as yet they didn’t know the Scrip-
ture, that hemust rise from the dead.

10 So the disciples went away again to
their own homes.

11 But Mary was standing outside at the
tombweeping. So as shewept, she stooped
and looked into the tomb,

12 and she saw two angels in white sit-
ting, one at the head and one at the feet,
where the body of Jesus had lain.

13They asked her, “Woman, why are you
weeping?”
She said to them, “Because they have

taken away my Lord, and I don’t know
where they have laid him.”

14 When she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing, and didn’t
know that it was Jesus.

15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are
you weeping? Who are you looking for?”
She, supposing him to be the gardener,

said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have laid him,
and I will take him away.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned and said to him, “Rabboni!”†

which is to say, “Teacher!”‡
17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold me, for

I haven’t yet ascended to my Father; but
go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am

ascending tomy Father and your Father, to
my God and your God.’ ”

18 Mary Magdalene came and told the
disciples that she had seen the Lord, and
that he had said these things to her.

19When therefore itwas evening on that
day, the first day of the week, and when
the doors were locked where the disciples
were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood in the middle and said to
them, “Peace be to you.”

20 When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. The disciples
therefore were glad when they saw the
Lord.

21 Jesus therefore said to them again,
“Peacebe toyou. As theFatherhas sentme,
even so I send you.”

22Whenhe had said this, he breathed on
them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit!

23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, they have
been forgiven them. If you retain anyone’s
sins, they have been retained.”

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called
Didymus,§ wasn’t with them when Jesus
came.

25 The other disciples therefore said to
him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see in his

hands the print of the nails, put my finger
into the print of the nails, and putmyhand
into his side, I will not believe.”

26 After eight days, again his disciples
were inside and Thomas was with them.
Jesus came, the doors being locked, and
stood in the middle, and said, “Peace be to
you.”

27 Then he said to Thomas, “Reach here
your finger, and seemy hands. Reach here
yourhand, andput it intomyside. Don’t be
unbelieving, but believing.”

28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and
my God!”

29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have
seen me,† you have believed. Blessed are
those who have not seen and have be-
lieved.”

† 20:16 Rabboni is a transliteration of the Hebrewword for “great teacher.” ‡ 20:16 or, Master § 20:24 or, Twin
† 20:29 TR adds “Thomas,”
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30 Therefore Jesus did many other signs
in the presence of his disciples, which are
not written in this book;

31 but these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that believing you may have life
in his name.

21
1After these things, Jesus revealed him-

self again to the disciples at the sea of
Tiberias. He revealed himself this way.

2 Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus,†
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons
of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples
were together.

3 Simon Peter said to them, “I’m going
fishing.”
They told him, “Weare also comingwith

you.” They immediately went out and en-
tered into the boat. That night, they caught
nothing.

4But when day had already come, Jesus
stood on the beach; yet the disciples didn’t
know that it was Jesus.

5 Jesus therefore said to them, “Children,
have you anything to eat?”
They answered him, “No.”
6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the

right side of the boat, and you will find
some.”
They cast it therefore, and now they

weren’t able to draw it in for themultitude
of fish.

7 That disciple therefore whom Jesus
loved said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!”
So when Simon Peter heard that it was

the Lord, hewrappedhis coat aroundhim-
self (for he was naked), and threw himself
into the sea.

8 But the other disciples came in the
little boat (for they were not far from
the land, but about two hundred cubits‡
away), dragging the net full of fish.

9 So when they got out on the land, they
saw a fire of coals there, with fish and
bread laid on it.

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the
fish which you have just caught.”

11 Simon Peter went up, and drew the
net to land, full of one hundred fifty-three

great fish. Even though there were so
many, the net wasn’t torn.

12 Jesus said to them, “Come and eat
breakfast!”
None of the disciples dared inquire of

him, “Who are you?” knowing that it was
the Lord.

13 Then Jesus came and took the bread,
gave it to them, and the fish likewise.

14 This is now the third time that Jesus
was revealed to his disciples after he had
risen from the dead.

15 So when they had eaten their break-
fast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son
of Jonah, doyou lovememore than these?”
Hesaid tohim, “Yes, Lord; youknow that

I have affection for you.”
He said to him, “Feedmy lambs.”
16 He said to him again a second time,

“Simon, son of Jonah, do you loveme?”
Hesaid tohim, “Yes, Lord; youknow that

I have affection for you.”
He said to him, “Tendmy sheep.”
17He said to him the third time, “Simon,

son of Jonah, do you have affection for
me?”
Peter was grieved because he asked him

the third time, “Do you have affection for
me?” He said to him, “Lord, you know
everything. You know that I have affection
for you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feedmy sheep.
18 Most certainly I tell you, when you

were young, you dressed yourself and
walked where you wanted to. But when
you are old, you will stretch out your
hands, and another will dress you and
carry you where you don’t want to go.”

19 Now he said this, signifying by what
kind of death he would glorify God. When
he had said this, he said to him, “Follow
me.”

20 Then Peter, turning around, saw a
disciple following. This was the disciple
whom Jesus loved, the one who had also
leaned on Jesus’ chest at the supper and
asked, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”

21 Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “Lord,
what about this man?”

† 21:2 or, Twin ‡ 21:8 200 cubits is about 100 yards or about 91meters
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22 Jesus said to him, “If I desire that he
stay until I come, what is that to you? You
followme.”

23This saying therefore went out among
the brothers§ that this disciple wouldn’t
die. Yet Jesus didn’t say to him that he
wouldn’t die, but, “If I desire that he stay
until I come, what is that to you?”

24This is the disciple who testifies about
these things, and wrote these things. We
know that his witness is true.

25 There are also many other things
which Jesus did, which if they would all
be written, I suppose that even the world
itself wouldn’t have room for the books
that would be written.

§ 21:23 The word for “brothers” heremay be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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The Acts of the Apostles
1The first book I wrote, Theophilus, con-

cerned all that Jesus began both to do and
to teach,

2 until the day in which he was re-
ceived up, after he had given command-
ment through the Holy Spirit to the apos-
tles whom he had chosen.

3 To these he also showed himself alive
after he suffered, by many proofs, appear-
ing to them over a period of forty days and
speaking about God’s Kingdom.

4 Being assembled together with them,
he commanded them, “Don’t depart from
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the
Father, which you heard fromme.

5 For John indeed baptized in water, but
you will be baptized in the Holy Spirit not
many days from now.”

6 Therefore, when they had come to-
gether, they asked him, “Lord, are younow
restoring the kingdom to Israel?”

7Hesaid to them, “It isn’t for you toknow
times or seasons which the Father has set
within his own authority.

8 But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has comeupon you. Youwill be
witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of
the earth.”

9When he had said these things, as they
were looking, hewas takenup, and a cloud
received him out of their sight.

10 While they were looking steadfastly
into the sky as he went, behold,† two men
stood by them in white clothing,

11 who also said, “You men of Galilee,
why do you stand looking into the sky?
This Jesus, who was received up from you
into the sky, will come back in the same
way as you saw him going into the sky.”

12Then they returned to Jerusalem from
the mountain called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.

13 When they had come in, they went
up into the upper room where they were

staying, that is Peter, John, James, Andrew,
Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew,
James the son of Alphaeus, Simon the
Zealot, and Judas the son of James.

14 All these with one accord contin-
ued steadfastly in prayer and supplica-
tion, along with the women and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

15 In these days, Peter stood up in the
middle of the disciples (and the number
of names was about one hundred twenty),
and said,

16 “Brothers, it was necessary that this
Scripture should be fulfilled, which the
Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of
David concerning Judas, whowas guide to
those who took Jesus.

17 For he was counted with us, and re-
ceived his portion in this ministry.

18 Now this man obtained a field with
the reward for his wickedness; and falling
headlong, his body burst open and all his
intestines gushed out.

19 It became known to everyone who
lived in Jerusalem that in their language
that field was called ‘Akeldama,’ that is,
‘The field of blood.’

20For it is written in the book of Psalms,
‘Let his habitation bemade desolate.

Let no one dwell in it;’*
and,

‘Let another take his office.’*
21 “Of the men therefore who have ac-

companied us all the time that the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us,

22beginning from the baptism of John to
the day that hewas received up fromus, of
these one must become a witness with us
of his resurrection.”

23 They put forward two: Joseph called
Barsabbas,whowas also called Justus, and
Matthias.

24They prayed and said, “You, Lord, who
know the hearts of all men, show which
one of these two you have chosen

25 to take part in this ministry and apos-
tleship fromwhich Judas fell away, that he
might go to his own place.”

† 1:10 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
* 1:20 Psalms 69:25 * 1:20 Psalms 109:8
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26 They drew lots for them, and the lot
fell on Matthias; and he was counted with
the eleven apostles.

2
1 Now when the day of Pentecost had

come, theywere all with one accord in one
place.

2 Suddenly there came from the sky a
sound like the rushing of a mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where they were
sitting.

3 Tongues like fire appeared and were
distributed to them, and one sat on each of
them.

4Theywere all filledwith theHoly Spirit
and began to speak with other languages,
as the Spirit gave them the ability to speak.

5Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem
Jews, devout men, from every nation un-
der the sky.

6When this sound was heard, the multi-
tude came together and were bewildered,
because everyone heard them speaking in
his own language.

7 They were all amazed and marveled,
saying to one another, “Behold, aren’t all
these who speak Galileans?

8How do we hear, everyone in our own
native language?

9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and peo-
ple fromMesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia,
Pontus, Asia,

10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, the parts
of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes,

11 Cretans and Arabians—we hear them
speaking in our languages the mighty
works of God!”

12 They were all amazed and were per-
plexed, saying to one another, “What does
this mean?”

13Others, mocking, said, “They are filled
with newwine.”

14But Peter, standing upwith the eleven,
lifted up his voice and spoke out to them,
“You men of Judea and all you who dwell
at Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and
listen to mywords.

15 For these aren’t drunken, as you sup-
pose, seeing it is only the third hour of the
day.†

16 But this is what has been spoken
through the prophet Joel:
17 ‘It will be in the last days, says God,

that I will pour out my Spirit on all
flesh.

Your sons and your daughters will proph-
esy.

Your youngmenwill see visions.
Your old menwill dream dreams.

18Yes, andonmyservantsandonmyhand-
maidens in those days,

I will pour out my Spirit, and they will
prophesy.

19 I will showwonders in the sky above,
and signs on the earth beneath:
blood, and fire, and billows of smoke.

20The sunwill be turned into darkness,
and themoon into blood,
before the great and glorious day of
the Lord comes.

21 It will be that whoever will call on the
name of the Lord will be saved.’*

22“Menof Israel, hear thesewords! Jesus
ofNazareth, amanapprovedbyGod toyou
by mighty works and wonders and signs
which God did by him among you, even as
you yourselves know,

23 him, being delivered up by the deter-
mined counsel and foreknowledge of God,
youhave takenby thehandof lawlessmen,
crucified and killed;

24 whom God raised up, having freed
him from the agony of death, because it
was not possible that he should be held by
it.

25For David says concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before my face,

for he is on my right hand, that I
should not bemoved.

26 Therefore my heart was glad, and my
tongue rejoiced.

Moreover my flesh also will dwell in
hope,

27 because you will not leave my soul in
Hades,‡

neither will you allow your Holy One
to see decay.

† 2:15 about 9:00 a.m. * 2:21 Joel 2:28-32 ‡ 2:27 or, Hell * 2:28 Psalms 16:8-11
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28Youmade known tome the ways of life.
Youwillmakeme full of gladnesswith
your presence.’*

29 “Brothers, I may tell you freely of the
patriarchDavid, that he both died andwas
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.

30Therefore, being aprophet, andknow-
ing thatGodhadswornwithanoath tohim
that of the fruit of his body, according to
the flesh, he would raise up the Christ§ to
sit on his throne,

31 he foreseeing this, spoke about the
resurrection of the Christ, that his soul
wasn’t left in Hades,† and his flesh didn’t
see decay.

32 This Jesus God raised up, to which we
all are witnesses.

33 Being therefore exalted by the right
handofGod, andhaving received from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he
haspouredout thiswhichyounowseeand
hear.

34For David didn’t ascend into the heav-
ens, but he says himself,
‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit by my right

hand
35 until I make your enemies a foot-
stool for your feet.” ’*

36 “Let all the house of Israel therefore
know certainly that God has made him
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you
crucified.”

37Now when they heard this, they were
cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall
we do?”

38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized, every one of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

39 For the promise is to you and to your
children, and to all who are far off, even
as many as the Lord our God will call to
himself.”

40 With many other words he testified
and exhorted them, saying, “Save your-
selves from this crooked generation!”

41 Then those who gladly received his
word were baptized. There were added
that day about three thousand souls.

42 They continued steadfastly in the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and prayer.

43 Fear came on every soul, and many
wonders and signs were done through the
apostles.

44 All who believed were together, and
had all things in common.

45They sold their possessions and goods,
and distributed them to all, according as
anyone had need.

46 Day by day, continuing steadfastly
with one accord in the temple, and break-
ing bread at home, they took their food
with gladness and singleness of heart,

47 praising God and having favor with
all the people. The Lord added to the
assemblydaybyday thosewhowerebeing
saved.

3
1 Peter and John were going up into the

temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth
hour.†

2A certain man who was lame from his
mother’s womb was being carried, whom
they laid daily at the door of the temple
which is called Beautiful, to ask gifts for
the needy of those who entered into the
temple.

3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into
the temple, he asked to receive gifts for the
needy.

4 Peter, fastening his eyes on him, with
John, said, “Look at us.”

5 He listened to them, expecting to re-
ceive something from them.

6But Peter said, “I have no silver or gold,
but what I have, that I give you. In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up
andwalk!”

7 He took him by the right hand and
raised him up. Immediately his feet and
his ankle bones received strength.

8Leapingup, hestoodandbegan towalk.
He entered with them into the temple,
walking, leaping, and praising God.

9 All the people saw him walking and
praising God.

§ 2:30 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. † 2:31 or, Hell * 2:35 Psalms 110:1 † 3:1 3:00 p.m.
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10 They recognized him, that it was he
who used to sit begging for gifts for the
needy at the Beautiful Gate of the temple.
They were filled with wonder and amaze-
ment at what had happened to him.

11As the lamemanwhowas healed held
on to Peter and John, all the people ran
together to them in the porch that is called
Solomon’s, greatly wondering.

12 When Peter saw it, he responded to
the people, “You men of Israel, why do
you marvel at this man? Why do you
fasten your eyes on us, as though by our
own power or godliness we hadmade him
walk?

13TheGod of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
the God of our fathers, has glorified his
Servant Jesus, whomyoudelivered up and
denied in the presence of Pilate, when he
had determined to release him.

14 But you denied the Holy and Righ-
teous One and asked for a murderer to be
granted to you,

15 and killed the Prince of life, whom
God raised from the dead, to which we are
witnesses.

16 By faith in his name, his name has
made this man strong, whom you see and
know. Yes, the faith which is through him
hasgivenhimthisperfect soundness in the
presence of you all.

17 “Now, brothers,‡ I know that you did
this in ignorance, as did also your rulers.

18 But the things which God announced
by themouthof all hisprophets, thatChrist
should suffer, he thus fulfilled.

19 “Repent therefore, and turn again,
that your sins may be blotted out, so that
there may come times of refreshing from
the presence of the Lord,

20and thathemaysendChrist Jesus,who
was ordained for you before,

21 whom heaven must receive until the
times of restoration of all things, which
God spoke long ago by the mouth of his
holy prophets.

22 For Moses indeed said to the fathers,
‘The Lord God will raise up a prophet for
you from among your brothers, like me.

You shall listen to him in all things what-
ever he says to you.

23 It will be that every soul that will not
listen to that prophet will be utterly de-
stroyed from among the people.’*

24Yes, and all the prophets from Samuel
and those who followed after, as many as
have spoken, also told of these days.

25 You are the children of the prophets,
and of the covenant which God made
with our fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘All
the families of the earth will be blessed
through your offspring.’§*

26 God, having raised up his servant Je-
sus, sent him to you first to bless you, in
turning away every one of you from your
wickedness.”

4
1As they spoke to the people, the priests

and the captain of the temple and the Sad-
ducees came to them,

2 being upset because they taught the
people and proclaimed in Jesus the resur-
rection from the dead.

3They laid hands on them, and put them
in custody until the next day, for it was
now evening.

4Butmany of those who heard the word
believed, and the number of themen came
to be about five thousand.

5 In the morning, their rulers, elders,
and scribes were gathered together in
Jerusalem.

6 Annas the high priest was there, with
Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and asmany as
were relatives of the high priest.

7 When they had stood Peter and John
in the middle of them, they inquired, “By
what power, or in what name, have you
done this?”

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit,
said to them, “You rulers of the people and
elders of Israel,

9 if we are examined today concerning a
good deed done to a crippledman, bywhat
means this man has been healed,

10may it be known to you all, and to all
the people of Israel, that in the name of

‡ 3:17 The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” * 3:23
Deuteronomy 18:15,18-19 § 3:25 or, seed * 3:25 Genesis 22:18; 26:4
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Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you cruci-
fied, whom God raised from the dead, this
man stands here before you whole in him.

11He is ‘the stonewhichwas regarded as
worthless by you, the builders, which has
become the head of the corner.’*

12 There is salvation in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven that
is given amongmen, by which wemust be
saved!”

13 Now when they saw the boldness of
Peter and John, and had perceived that
they were unlearned and ignorant men,
they marveled. They recognized that they
had been with Jesus.

14Seeing themanwhowashealed stand-
ing with them, they could say nothing
against it.

15But when they had commanded them
to go aside out of the council, they con-
ferred among themselves,

16 saying, “What shall we do to these
men? Because indeed a notable miracle
has been done through them, as can be
plainly seen by all who dwell in Jerusalem,
and we can’t deny it.

17 But so that this spreads no further
among thepeople, let’s threaten them, that
fromnowon they don’t speak to anyone in
this name.”

18 They called them, and commanded
them not to speak at all nor teach in the
name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John answered them,
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to
listen to you rather than to God, judge for
yourselves,

20 for we can’t help telling the things
which we saw and heard.”

21 When they had further threatened
them, they let them go, finding no way to
punish them, because of the people; for
everyone glorified God for that which was
done.

22 For the man on whom this miracle
of healing was performed was more than
forty years old.

23 Being let go, they came to their own
company and reported all that the chief

priests and the elders had said to them.
24Whentheyheard it, they liftedup their

voice to God with one accord and said, “O
Lord, you are God, who made the heaven,
the earth, the sea, and all that is in them;

25 who by the mouth of your servant
David, said,
‘Why do the nations rage,

and the peoples plot a vain thing?
26The kings of the earth take a stand,

and the rulers plot together,
against the Lord, and against his
Christ.’†*

27 “For truly,‡ bothHerod and Pontius Pi-
late, with the Gentiles and the people of Is-
rael, were gathered together against your
holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,

28 to do whatever your hand and your
counsel foreordained to happen.

29 Now, Lord, look at their threats, and
grant to your servants to speak your word
with all boldness,

30 while you stretch out your hand to
heal; and that signs and wonders may be
done through the name of your holy Ser-
vant Jesus.”

31 When they had prayed, the place
was shaken where they were gathered to-
gether. They were all filled with the Holy
Spirit, and they spoke thewordofGodwith
boldness.

32 The multitude of those who believed
were of one heart and soul. Not one of
them claimed that anything of the things
which he possessed was his own, but they
had all things in common.

33 With great power, the apostles gave
their testimony of the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus. Great grace was on them all.

34Forneitherwas thereamong themany
who lacked, for asmany aswere owners of
landsorhouses sold them, andbrought the
proceeds of the things that were sold,

35and laid themat the apostles’ feet; and
distribution was made to each, according
as anyone had need.

36 Joses, who by the apostles was also
called Barnabas (which is, being inter-

* 4:11 Psalms 118:22 † 4:26Christ (Greek) andMessiah (Hebrew) bothmeanAnointedOne. * 4:26 Psalms 2:1-2
‡ 4:27 nu adds “in this city,”
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preted, Son of Encouragement), a Levite, a
man of Cyprus by race,

37 having a field, sold it and brought the
money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

5
1But a certainmannamedAnanias,with

Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,
2 and kept back part of the price, his

wife also being aware of it, then brought a
certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

3But Peter said, “Ananias,whyhas Satan
filledyourheart to lie to theHolySpirit and
to keep back part of the price of the land?

4While you kept it, didn’t it remain your
own? After it was sold, wasn’t it in your
power? How is it that you have conceived
this thing in your heart? You haven’t lied
to men, but to God.”

5 Ananias, hearing these words, fell
downanddied. Great fear cameonallwho
heard these things.

6Theyoungmenaroseandwrappedhim
up, and they carried him out and buried
him.

7 About three hours later, his wife, not
knowing what had happened, came in.

8 Peter answered her, “Tell me whether
you sold the land for somuch.”
She said, “Yes, for so much.”
9But Peter asked her, “How is it that you

have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of
the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who
have buried your husband are at the door,
and they will carry you out.”

10 She fell down immediately at his feet
and died. The young men came in and
found her dead, and they carried her out
and buried her by her husband.

11 Great fear came on the whole assem-
bly, and on all who heard these things.

12 By the hands of the apostles many
signs and wonders were done among the
people. They were all with one accord in
Solomon’s porch.

13 None of the rest dared to join them;
however, the people honored them.

14 More believers were added to the
Lord, multitudes of bothmen andwomen.

15 They even carried out the sick into
the streets and laid them on cots and mat-
tresses, so that as Peter cameby, at least his
shadowmight overshadow some of them.

16 The multitude also came together
from the cities around Jerusalem, bring-
ing sick people and those who were tor-
mented by unclean spirits; and they were
all healed.

17 But the high priest rose up, and all
those who were with him (which is the
sect of the Sadducees), and theywerefilled
with jealousy

18 and laid hands on the apostles, then
put them in public custody.

19 But an angel of the Lord opened the
prison doors by night, and brought them
out and said,

20 “Go stand and speak in the temple to
the people all the words of this life.”

21 When they heard this, they entered
into the temple about daybreak and
taught. But the high priest and those who
werewithhimcameand called the council
together, with all the senate of the children
of Israel, and sent to the prison to have
them brought.

22 But the officers who came didn’t find
them in the prison. They returned and
reported,

23 “We found the prison shut and locked,
and the guards standing before the doors,
but when we opened them, we found no
one inside!”

24Nowwhen the high priest, the captain
of the temple, and the chief priests heard
these words, they were very perplexed
about them and what might become of
this.

25One came and told them, “Behold, the
men whom you put in prison are in the
temple, standing and teaching the people.”

26 Then the captain went with the offi-
cers, and brought them without violence,
for they were afraid that the people might
stone them.

27When they had brought them, they set
them before the council. The high priest
questioned them,

28 saying, “Didn’t we strictly command
you not to teach in this name? Behold, you
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching,
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and intend to bring this man’s blood on
us.”

29 But Peter and the apostles answered,
“Wemust obey God rather thanmen.

30TheGod of our fathers raised up Jesus,
whom you killed, hanging him on a tree.

31 God exalted him with his right hand
to be a Prince and a Savior, to give repen-
tance to Israel, and remission of sins.

32 We are his witnesses of these things;
and so also is the Holy Spirit, whom God
has given to those who obey him.”

33 But they, when they heard this, were
cut to the heart, and were determined to
kill them.

34 But one stood up in the council, a
Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the
law, honored by all the people, and com-
manded to put the apostles out for a little
while.

35 He said to them, “You men of Israel,
be careful concerning thesemen,whatyou
are about to do.

36 For before these days Theudas rose
up, making himself out to be somebody; to
whom a number of men, about four hun-
dred, joined themselves. Hewas slain; and
all, asmanyasobeyedhim,weredispersed
and came to nothing.

37 After this man, Judas of Galilee rose
up in the days of the enrollment, and drew
away some people after him. He also per-
ished, and all, as many as obeyed him,
were scattered abroad.

38 Now I tell you, withdraw from these
men and leave them alone. For if this
counsel or this work is of men, it will be
overthrown.

39 But if it is of God, you will not be able
to overthrow it, and you would be found
even to be fighting against God!”

40 They agreed with him. Summoning
the apostles, they beat them and com-
manded them not to speak in the name of
Jesus, and let them go.

41 They therefore departed from the
presence of the council, rejoicing that they
were counted worthy to suffer dishonor
for Jesus’ name.

42Every day, in the temple and at home,
they never stopped teaching and preach-
ing Jesus, the Christ.

6
1 Now in those days, when the number

of the disciples was multiplying, a com-
plaint arose from the Hellenists† against
the Hebrews, because their widows were
neglected in the daily service.

2The twelve summoned themultitude of
the disciples and said, “It is not appropri-
ate for us to forsake the word of God and
serve tables.

3 Therefore, select from among you,
brothers, sevenmen of good report, full of
the Holy Spirit and of wisdom, whom we
may appoint over this business.

4 But we will continue steadfastly in
prayer and in theministry of the word.”

5 These words pleased the whole multi-
tude. They chose Stephen, a man full of
faith and of the Holy Spirit, Philip, Pro-
chorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch,

6 whom they set before the apostles.
When they had prayed, they laid their
hands on them.

7 The word of God increased and the
number of the disciples greatly multiplied
in Jerusalem. A great company of the
priests were obedient to the faith.

8 Stephen, full of faith and power, per-
formed great wonders and signs among
the people.

9 But some of those who were of the
synagogue called “The Libertines”, and of
the Cyrenians, of the Alexandrians, and of
those of Cilicia and Asia arose, disputing
with Stephen.

10 They weren’t able to withstand the
wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke.

11Then they secretly inducedmen to say,
“We have heard him speak blasphemous
words against Moses and God.”

12They stirred up the people, the elders,
and the scribes, and came against him and
seized him, then brought him in to the
council,

† 6:1 The Hellenists used Greek language and culture, even though they were also of Hebrew descent.
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13 and set up false witnesses who said,
“This man never stops speaking blasphe-
mouswords against this holyplace and the
law.

14 For we have heard him say that this
Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place,
and will change the customs which Moses
delivered to us.”

15 All who sat in the council, fastening
their eyes on him, saw his face like it was
the face of an angel.

7
1 The high priest said, “Are these things

so?”
2 He said, “Brothers and fathers, listen.

The God of glory appeared to our father
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia,
before he lived in Haran,

3 and said to him, ‘Get out of your land
and away from your relatives, and come
into a land which I will show you.’*

4 Then he came out of the land of the
Chaldaeans and lived in Haran. From
there, when his father was dead, God
moved him into this land where you are
now living.

5 He gave him no inheritance in it, no,
not so much as to set his foot on. He
promised that hewould give it to him for a
possession, and to his offspring after him,
when he still had no child.

6 God spoke in this way: that his off-
spring would live as aliens in a strange
land, and that theywould be enslaved and
mistreated for four hundred years.

7 ‘I will judge the nation to which they
will be in bondage,’ said God, ‘and after
that theywill comeoutandserveme in this
place.’*

8 He gave him the covenant of circum-
cision. So Abraham became the father of
Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day.
Isaacbecame the fatherof Jacob, and Jacob
became the fatherof the twelvepatriarchs.

9 “The patriarchs, moved with jealousy
against Joseph, sold him into Egypt. God
was with him

10 and delivered him out of all his af-
flictions, and gave him favor and wisdom

before Pharaoh, king of Egypt. He made
himgovernor over Egypt and all his house.

11Now a famine came over all the land
of Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction.
Our fathers found no food.

12 But when Jacob heard that there was
grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers the
first time.

13On the second time Joseph was made
known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family
was revealed to Pharaoh.

14 Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his
father and all his relatives, seventy-five
souls.

15 Jacob went down into Egypt and he
died, himself and our fathers;

16 and they were brought back to
Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abra-
ham bought for a price in silver from the
children of Hamor of Shechem.

17 “But as the time of the promise came
close which God had sworn to Abraham,
the people grew andmultiplied in Egypt,

18 until there arose a different king who
didn’t know Joseph.

19 The same took advantage of our race
and mistreated our fathers, and forced
them to abandon their babies, so that they
wouldn’t stay alive.

20 At that time Moses was born, and
was exceedingly handsome to God. He
wasnourished threemonths inhis father’s
house.

21 When he was abandoned, Pharaoh’s
daughter took him up and reared him as
her own son.

22 Moses was instructed in all the wis-
domof theEgyptians. Hewasmighty inhis
words and works.

23 But when he was forty years old, it
came into his heart to visit his brothers,†
the children of Israel.

24 Seeing one of them suffer wrong, he
defended him and avenged him who was
oppressed, striking the Egyptian.

25He supposed that his brothers under-
stood that God, by his hand, was giving
them deliverance; but they didn’t under-
stand.

26 “The day following, he appeared to
them as they fought, and urged them to be

* 7:3 Genesis 12:1 * 7:7 Genesis 15:13-14 † 7:23 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows
may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”



Acts 7:27 1373 Acts 7:52

at peace again, saying, ‘Sirs, you are broth-
ers. Why do youwrong one another?’

27 But he who did his neighbor wrong
pushed him away, saying, ‘Who made you
a ruler and a judge over us?

28Doyouwant to killmeas youkilled the
Egyptian yesterday?’*

29Moses fled at this saying, and became
a stranger in the land of Midian, where he
became the father of two sons.

30 “When forty years were fulfilled, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in the
wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of
fire in a bush.

31 When Moses saw it, he wondered at
the sight. As he came close to see, the voice
of the Lord came to him,

32 ‘I am the God of your fathers: the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob.’* Moses trembled and dared not
look.

33 The Lord said to him, ‘Take off your
sandals, for the place where you stand is
holy ground.

34 I have surely seen the affliction of my
people who are in Egypt, and have heard
their groaning. I have come down to de-
liver them. Now come, I will send you into
Egypt.’*

35 “This Moses whom they refused, say-
ing, ‘Whomade you a ruler and a judge?’—
God has sent him as both a ruler and a
deliverer by the hand of the angel who
appeared to him in the bush.

36Thisman led themout, havingworked
wonders and signs in Egypt, in theRed Sea,
and in the wilderness for forty years.

37 This is that Moses who said to the
children of Israel, ‘The Lord our God will
raise up a prophet for you from among
your brothers, like me.’‡*

38 This is he who was in the assembly in
thewildernesswith the angel that spoke to
him onMount Sinai, and with our fathers,
who received living revelations to give to
us,

39 to whom our fathers wouldn’t be obe-
dient, but rejected him and turned back in

their hearts to Egypt,
40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make us gods that

will go before us, for as for this Moses who
led us out of the land of Egypt, we don’t
knowwhat has become of him.’*

41 They made a calf in those days, and
brought a sacrifice to the idol, and rejoiced
in the works of their hands.

42 But God turned away and gave them
up to serve the army of the sky,§ as it is
written in the book of the prophets,
‘Did you offer to me slain animals and

sacrifices
forty years in the wilderness, O house
of Israel?

43You took up the tabernacle of Moloch,
the star of your god Rephan,

the figures which youmade to worship,
so Iwill carryyouaway*beyondBaby-
lon.’

44 “Our fathers had the tabernacle of the
testimony in the wilderness, even as he
who spoke to Moses commanded him to
make it according to the pattern that he
had seen;

45 which also our fathers, in their turn,
brought inwith Joshuawhen they entered
into the possession of the nations whom
God drove out before the face of our fa-
thers to the days of David,

46 who found favor in the sight of God,
and asked to find a habitation for the God
of Jacob.

47But Solomon built him a house.
48However, the Most High doesn’t dwell

in temples made with hands, as the
prophet says,
49 ‘heaven is my throne,

and the earth a footstool for my feet.
What kind of house will you build me?’

says the Lord.
‘Orwhat is the place of my rest?

50Didn’t my handmake all these things?’*
51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised

in heart and ears, you always resist the
Holy Spirit! As your fathers did, so you do.

52Which of the prophets didn’t your fa-
thers persecute? They killed those who

* 7:28 Exodus 2:14 * 7:32 Exodus 3:6 * 7:34 Exodus 3:5,7-8,10 ‡ 7:37 TR adds “You shall listen to him.”
* 7:37 Deuteronomy 18:15 * 7:40 Exodus 32:1 § 7:42 This idiom could also be translated “host of heaven”, or
“angelic beings”, or “heavenly bodies.” * 7:43 Amos 5:25-27 * 7:50 Isaiah 66:1-2
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foretold the coming of the Righteous One,
of whom you have now become betrayers
andmurderers.

53 You received the law as it was or-
dained by angels, and didn’t keep it!”

54 Now when they heard these things,
they were cut to the heart, and they
gnashed at himwith their teeth.

55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit,
looked up steadfastly into heaven and saw
the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the
right hand of God,

56 and said, “Behold, I see the heavens
opened and the Son ofMan standing at the
right hand of God!”

57 But they cried out with a loud voice
and stopped their ears, then rushed at him
with one accord.

58 They threw him out of the city and
stoned him. The witnesses placed their
garmentsat the feet of ayoungmannamed
Saul.

59 They stoned Stephen as he called out,
saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!”

60 He kneeled down and cried with
a loud voice, “Lord, don’t hold this sin
against them!” When he had said this, he
fell asleep.

8
1 Saul was consenting to his death. A

great persecution arose against the assem-
bly which was in Jerusalem in that day.
Theywereall scatteredabroad throughout
the regions of Judea and Samaria, except
for the apostles.

2 Devout men buried Stephen and
lamented greatly over him.

3 But Saul ravaged the assembly, enter-
ing into every house and dragged both
men andwomen off to prison.

4 Therefore those who were scattered
abroad went around preaching the word.

5Philipwent down to the city of Samaria
and proclaimed to them the Christ.

6 The multitudes listened with one ac-
cord to the things that were spoken by
Philip when they heard and saw the signs
which he did.

7 For unclean spirits came out of many
of those who had them. They came out,

crying with a loud voice. Many who had
been paralyzed and lamewere healed.

8There was great joy in that city.
9 But there was a certain man, Simon

by name, who used to practice sorcery in
the city andamazed thepeople of Samaria,
making himself out to be some great one,

10 to whom they all listened, from the
least to the greatest, saying, “This man is
that great power of God.”

11 They listened to him because for a
long time he had amazed them with his
sorceries.

12Butwhen they believed Philip preach-
ing good news concerning God’s Kingdom
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, bothmen andwomen.

13 Simon himself also believed. Being
baptized, he continued with Philip. Seeing
signs and greatmiracles occurring, hewas
amazed.

14 Now when the apostles who were
at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had re-
ceived thewordofGod, they sentPeterand
John to them,

15 who, when they had come down,
prayed for them, that they might receive
the Holy Spirit;

16 for as yet he had fallen on none of
them. They had only been baptized in the
name of Christ Jesus.

17 Then they laid their hands on them,
and they received the Holy Spirit.

18 Now when Simon saw that the Holy
Spirit was given through the laying on
of the apostles’ hands, he offered them
money,

19 saying, “Give me also this power, that
whomever I lay my hands on may receive
the Holy Spirit.”

20But Peter said to him, “May your silver
perish with you, because you thought you
could obtain the gift of God withmoney!

21 You have neither part nor lot in this
matter, for your heart isn’t right before
God.

22Repent therefore of this, your wicked-
ness, and askGod if perhaps the thought of
your heart may be forgiven you.

23 For I see that you are in the poison of
bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity.”
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24 Simon answered, “Pray for me to the
Lord, that none of the things which you
have spoken happen tome.”

25 They therefore, when they had tes-
tified and spoken the word of the Lord,
returned to Jerusalem, and preached the
Good News to many villages of the Samar-
itans.

26 Then an angel of the Lord spoke to
Philip, saying, “Arise, and go toward the
south to the way that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza. This is a desert.”

27He arose and went; and behold, there
was a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great
authority under Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, who was over all her treasure,
who had come to Jerusalem to worship.

28 He was returning and sitting in his
chariot, and was reading the prophet Isa-
iah.

29The Spirit said to Philip, “Go near, and
join yourself to this chariot.”

30Philip ran to him, and heard him read-
ing Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you
understand what you are reading?”

31 He said, “How can I, unless someone
explains it to me?” He begged Philip to
come up and sit with him.

32 Now the passage of the Scripture
which he was reading was this,
“Hewas led as a sheep to the slaughter.

As a lamb before his shearer is silent,
so he doesn’t open his mouth.

33 In his humiliation, his judgment was
taken away.

Whowill declare His generation?
For his life is taken from the earth.”*

34 The eunuch answered Philip, “Who is
the prophet talking about? About himself,
or about someone else?”

35 Philip opened his mouth, and begin-
ning from this Scripture, preached to him
about Jesus.

36As they went on the way, they came to
somewater; and the eunuch said, “Behold,
here is water. What is keeping me from
being baptized?”

37 †

38 He commanded the chariot to stand
still, and they both went down into the
water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he
baptized him.

39When they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away,
and the eunuch didn’t see him any more,
for he went on his way rejoicing.

40 But Philip was found at Azotus. Pass-
ing through, hepreached theGoodNews to
all the cities until he came to Caesarea.

9
1 But Saul, still breathing threats and

slaughter against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest

2 and asked for letters from him to the
synagogues of Damascus, that if he found
any who were of the Way, whether men
or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem.

3 As he traveled, he got close to Dam-
ascus, and suddenly a light from the sky
shone around him.

4He fell on the earth, and heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?”

5He said, “Who are you, Lord?”
TheLordsaid, “I amJesus,whomyouare

persecuting.†
6But‡ rise up and enter into the city, then

you will be told what youmust do.”
7 The men who traveled with him stood

speechless, hearing the sound, but seeing
no one.

8 Saul arose from the ground, and when
his eyeswere opened, he sawno one. They
led him by the hand and brought him into
Damascus.

9 He was without sight for three days,
and neither ate nor drank.

10 Now there was a certain disciple at
Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said
to him in a vision, “Ananias!”
He said, “Behold, it’s me, Lord.”
11 The Lord said to him, “Arise and go

to the street which is called Straight, and
inquire in the house of Judah§ for one

* 8:33 Isaiah 53:7,8 † 8:37 TR adds Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, youmay.” He answered, “I believe
that Jesus Christ is the SonofGod.” † 9:5 TR adds “It’s hard for you to kick against the cattle prods.” ‡ 9:6 TR omits
“But” § 9:11 or, Judas
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named Saul, a man of Tarsus. For behold,
he is praying,

12 and in a vision he has seen a man
named Ananias coming in and laying his
hands on him, that he might receive his
sight.”

13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I
have heard from many about this man,
how much evil he did to your saints at
Jerusalem.

14 Here he has authority from the chief
priests to bind all who call on your name.”

15 But the Lord said to him, “Go your
way, for he is my chosen vessel to bear my
namebefore thenationsandkings, and the
children of Israel.

16 For I will show him how many things
hemust suffer for my name’s sake.”

17Ananiasdepartedandentered into the
house. Laying his hands on him, he said,
“Brother Saul, the Lord, who appeared to
you on the road by which you came, has
sent me that you may receive your sight
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

18 Immediately something like scales fell
fromhis eyes, andhe receivedhis sight. He
arose and was baptized.

19He took food andwas strengthened.
Saul stayed several days with the disci-

ples whowere at Damascus.
20 Immediately in the synagogueshepro-

claimed the Christ, that he is the Son of
God.

21All who heard him were amazed, and
said, “Isn’t this he who in Jerusalem made
havoc of those who called on this name?
And he had come here intending to bring
them bound before the chief priests!”

22 But Saul increased more in strength,
and confounded the Jews who lived at
Damascus, proving that this is the Christ.

23 When many days were fulfilled, the
Jews conspired together to kill him,

24 but their plot became known to Saul.
Theywatched the gates both day andnight
that theymight kill him,

25but his disciples took himbynight and
let him down through the wall, lowering
him in a basket.

26When Saul had come to Jerusalem, he
tried to join himself to the disciples; but
they were all afraid of him, not believing
that he was a disciple.

27 But Barnabas took him and brought
him to the apostles, and declared to them
how he had seen the Lord on the way, and
that he had spoken to him, and how at
Damascus he had preached boldly in the
name of Jesus.

28 He was with them entering into†
Jerusalem,

29 preaching boldly in the name of the
Lord Jesus.‡ Hespokeanddisputedagainst
the Hellenists,§ but they were seeking to
kill him.

30 When the brothers† knew it, they
brought him down to Caesarea and sent
him off to Tarsus.

31 So the assemblies throughout all
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace
and were built up. They were multiplied,
walking in the fear of the Lord and in the
comfort of the Holy Spirit.

32 As Peter went throughout all those
parts, he came down also to the saintswho
lived at Lydda.

33 There he found a certain man named
Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight
years because he was paralyzed.

34Peter said tohim, “Aeneas, JesusChrist
heals you. Get up and make your bed!”
Immediately he arose.

35 All who lived at Lydda and in Sharon
saw him, and they turned to the Lord.

36Now therewas at Joppa a certain disci-
plenamedTabitha,whichwhen translated
means Dorcas.‡ This woman was full of
good works and acts of mercy which she
did.

37 In those days, she became sick and
died. When they hadwashed her, they laid
her in an upper room.

† 9:28 TR and NU add “and going out” ‡ 9:29 TR and NU omit “Jesus” and reverse the order of verses 28 & 29.
§ 9:29 The Hellenists were Hebrews who used Greek language and culture. † 9:30 The word for “brothers” here
andwhere the context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 9:36 “Dorcas”
is Greek for “Gazelle.” § 9:38 Reading fromNU, TR; MT omits “twomen”
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38 As Lydda was near Joppa, the disci-
ples, hearing that Peterwas there, sent two
men§ to him, imploring himnot to delay in
coming to them.

39 Peter got up and went with them.
When he had come, they brought him into
the upper room. All the widows stood by
him weeping, and showing the tunics and
other garments which Dorcas had made
while she was with them.

40 Peter sent them all out, and knelt
down and prayed. Turning to the body,
he said, “Tabitha, get up!” She opened her
eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up.

41 He gave her his hand and raised her
up. Calling the saints and widows, he
presented her alive.

42 This became known throughout all
Joppa, andmany believed in the Lord.

43He stayed many days in Joppa with a
tanner named Simon.

10
1 Now there was a certain man in Cae-

sarea, Cornelius by name, a centurion of
what was called the Italian Regiment,

2 a devout man, and one who feared
God with all his house, who gave gifts for
the needy generously to the people, and
always prayed to God.

3At about the ninth hour of the day,† he
clearly sawinavisionanangelofGodcom-
ing to him and saying to him, “Cornelius!”

4He, fasteninghis eyes onhimandbeing
frightened, said, “What is it, Lord?”
He said to him, “Your prayers and your

gifts to theneedyhavegoneup foramemo-
rial before God.

5Now sendmen to Joppa, and get Simon,
who is also called Peter.

6 He is staying with a tanner named Si-
mon, whose house is by the seaside.‡

7 When the angel who spoke to him
had departed, Cornelius called two of his
household servants andadevout soldier of
those whowaited on him continually.

8Having explained everything to them,
he sent them to Joppa.

9 Now on the next day as they were on
their journeyandgot close to the city, Peter
went up on the housetop to pray at about
noon.

10He became hungry and desired to eat,
but while they were preparing, he fell into
a trance.

11He saw heaven opened and a certain
container descending to him, like a great
sheet let down by four corners on the
earth,

12 in which were all kinds of four-footed
animals of the earth, wild animals, rep-
tiles, and birds of the sky.

13 A voice came to him, “Rise, Peter, kill
and eat!”

14But Peter said, “Not so, Lord; for I have
never eaten anything that is common or
unclean.”

15A voice came to him again the second
time, “What God has cleansed, you must
not call unclean.”

16 This was done three times, and im-
mediately the thing was received up into
heaven.

17 Now while Peter was very perplexed
in himself what the vision which he had
seen might mean, behold, the men who
were sent by Cornelius, having made in-
quiry for Simon’s house, stood before the
gate,

18 and called and asked whether Simon,
who was also called Peter, was lodging
there.

19While Peter was pondering the vision,
the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three§men
seek you.

20But arise, get down, and gowith them,
doubting nothing; for I have sent them.”

21Peter went down to themen, and said,
“Behold, I am he whom you seek. Why
have you come?”

22 They said, “Cornelius, a centurion, a
righteousmanandonewho fearsGod, and
well spoken of by all the nation of the Jews,
was directed by a holy angel to invite you
to his house, and to listen towhat you say.”

23 So he called them in and provided a
place to stay.

† 10:3 3:00 p.m. ‡ 10:6 TR adds “This onewill tell youwhat it is necessary for you to do.” § 10:19 Reading from
TR and NU. MT omits “three”
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OnthenextdayPeteraroseandwentout
with them, and some of the brothers from
Joppa accompanied him.

24On the next day they entered into Cae-
sarea. Cornelius was waiting for them,
having called togetherhis relatives andhis
near friends.

25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met
him, fell down at his feet, and worshiped
him.

26ButPeter raisedhimup, saying, “Stand
up! I myself am also aman.”

27As he talked with him, he went in and
foundmany gathered together.

28Hesaid to them, “Youyourselves know
how it is an unlawful thing for a man who
is a Jew to join himself or come to one
of another nation, but God has shown me
that I shouldn’t call any man unholy or
unclean.

29 Therefore I also came without com-
plaint when I was sent for. I ask therefore,
why did you send for me?”

30 Cornelius said, “Four days ago, I was
fasting until this hour; and at the ninth
hour,† I prayed in my house, and behold,
a man stood before me in bright clothing

31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer is
heard, and your gifts to the needy are re-
membered in the sight of God.

32 Send therefore to Joppa and summon
Simon, who is also called Peter. He is
staying in the house of a tanner named
Simon, by the seaside. When he comes, he
will speak to you.’

33 Therefore I sent to you at once, and
it was good of you to come. Now there-
fore we are all here present in the sight
of God to hear all things that have been
commanded you by God.”

34 Peter opened his mouth and said,
“Truly I perceive that God doesn’t show
favoritism;

35 but in every nation he who fears him
and works righteousness is acceptable to
him.

36Thewordwhichhesent to thechildren
of Israel, preaching good news of peace by
Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all—

37you yourselves knowwhat happened,
which was proclaimed throughout all
Judea, beginning from Galilee, after the
baptismwhich John preached;

38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power, who
wentaboutdoinggoodandhealingallwho
were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him.

39We are witnesses of everything he did
both in the country of the Jews and in
Jerusalem; whom they also‡ killed, hang-
ing him on a tree.

40 God raised him up the third day and
gave him to be revealed,

41 not to all the people, but to witnesses
whowere chosenbeforebyGod, tous,who
ate and drank with him after he rose from
the dead.

42 He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that this is he who is
appointed by God as the Judge of the living
and the dead.

43All the prophets testify about him, that
through his name everyone who believes
in himwill receive remission of sins.”

44 While Peter was still speaking these
words, the Holy Spirit fell on all those who
heard the word.

45Theyof the circumcisionwhobelieved
were amazed, asmany as camewith Peter,
because the gift of the Holy Spirit was also
poured out on the Gentiles.

46For they heard them speaking in other
languages andmagnifying God.
Then Peter answered,
47 “Can anyone forbid these people from

being baptized with water? They have
received the Holy Spirit just like us.”

48Hecommanded them tobebaptized in
the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked
him to stay some days.

11
1 Now the apostles and the brothers†

who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles
had also received the word of God.

2When Peter had come up to Jerusalem,
those who were of the circumcision con-
tended with him,

† 10:30 3:00 p.m. ‡ 10:39 TR omits “also” † 11:1 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may
also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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3 saying, “You went in to uncircumcised
men and ate with them!”

4But Peter began, and explained to them
in order, saying,

5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and
in a trance I saw a vision: a certain con-
tainer descending, like it was a great sheet
let down from heaven by four corners. It
came as far as me.

6When I had looked intently at it, I con-
sidered, and saw the four-footed animals
of the earth, wild animals, creeping things,
and birds of the sky.

7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise,
Peter, kill and eat!’

8 But I said, ‘Not so, Lord, for nothing
unholy or unclean has ever entered into
mymouth.’

9 But a voice answered me the sec-
ond time out of heaven, ‘What God has
cleansed, don’t you call unclean.’

10 This was done three times, and all
were drawn up again into heaven.

11Behold, immediately three men stood
before the housewhere Iwas, having been
sent from Caesarea to me.

12 The Spirit told me to go with them
without discriminating. These six broth-
ers also accompanied me, and we entered
into theman’s house.

13He told us how he had seen the angel
standing in his house and saying to him,
‘Send to Joppa and get Simon,who is called
Peter,

14whowill speak to youwords bywhich
you will be saved, you and all your house.’

15As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell
on them, even as on us at the beginning.

16 I remembered the word of the Lord,
how he said, ‘John indeed baptized in wa-
ter, but you will be baptized in the Holy
Spirit.’

17 If then God gave to them the same gift
as us when we believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ, who was I, that I could withstand
God?”

18 When they heard these things, they
held their peace and glorified God, saying,
“Then God has also granted to the Gentiles
repentance to life!”

19 They therefore who were scattered
abroad by the oppression that arose about
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia,
Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word
to no one except to Jews only.

20 But there were some of them, men of
Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had
come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists,‡
preaching the Lord Jesus.

21 The hand of the Lord was with them,
andagreatnumberbelievedand turned to
the Lord.

22 The report concerning them came to
the ears of the assembly which was in
Jerusalem. They sent out Barnabas to go as
far as Antioch,

23who,whenhe had come, and had seen
the grace of God, was glad. He exhorted
them all, that with purpose of heart they
should remain near to the Lord.

24For he was a goodman, and full of the
Holy Spirit and of faith, and many people
were added to the Lord.

25 Barnabas went out to Tarsus to look
for Saul.

26When he had found him, he brought
himtoAntioch. Forawholeyear theywere
gathered together with the assembly, and
taught many people. The disciples were
first called Christians in Antioch.

27 Now in these days, prophets came
down from Jerusalem to Antioch.

28 One of them named Agabus stood
up and indicated by the Spirit that there
should be a great famine all over the
world, which also happened in the days of
Claudius.

29Asanyof thedisciples hadplenty, each
determined to send relief to the brothers
who lived in Judea;

30which they also did, sending it to the
elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

12
1 Now about that time, King Herod

stretched out his hands to oppress some of
the assembly.

2 He killed James, the brother of John,
with the sword.

‡ 11:20 AHellenist is someone who keeps Greek customs and culture.
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3When he saw that it pleased the Jews,
he proceeded to seize Peter also. This was
during the days of unleavened bread.

4When he had arrested him, he put him
in prison anddelivered him to four squads
of four soldiers each to guard him, intend-
ing to bring him out to the people after the
Passover.

5 Peter therefore was kept in the prison,
but constant prayer was made by the as-
sembly to God for him.

6The same night whenHerodwas about
to bring him out, Peter was sleeping
between two soldiers, bound with two
chains. Guards in front of the door kept
the prison.

7And behold, an angel of the Lord stood
by him, and a light shone in the cell. He
struck Peter on the side and woke him up,
saying, “Stand up quickly!” His chains fell
off his hands.

8The angel said to him, “Get dressed and
put on your sandals.” He did so. He said to
him, “Put on your cloak and followme.”

9And he went out and followed him. He
didn’t know that what was being done by
the angel was real, but thought he saw a
vision.

10When they were past the first and the
second guard, they came to the iron gate
that leads into the city, which opened to
them by itself. They went out and went
down one street, and immediately the an-
gel departed from him.

11 When Peter had come to himself, he
said, “Now I truly know that the Lord has
sent out his angel and delivered me out of
the hand of Herod, and from everything
the Jewish people were expecting.”

12 Thinking about that, he came to the
house of Mary, the mother of John who
was called Mark, where many were gath-
ered together and were praying.

13When Peter knocked at the door of the
gate, a servant girl named Rhoda came to
answer.

14 When she recognized Peter’s voice,
she didn’t open the gate for joy, but ran
in and reported that Peter was standing in
front of the gate.

15 They said to her, “You are crazy!” But
she insisted that it was so. They said, “It is
his angel.”

16 But Peter continued knocking. When
they had opened, they saw him and were
amazed.

17 But he, beckoning to them with his
hand tobe silent, declared to themhow the
Lordhadbroughthimoutof theprison. He
said, “Tell these things to James and to the
brothers.” Then he departed and went to
another place.

18 Now as soon as it was day, there was
no small stir among the soldiers about
what had become of Peter.

19When Herod had sought for him and
didn’t find him, he examined the guards,
then commanded that they should be put
to death. He went down from Judea to
Caesarea, and stayed there.

20 Now Herod was very angry with the
people of Tyre and Sidon. They came with
one accord to him and, having made Blas-
tus, the king’s personal aide, their friend,
they asked for peace, because their coun-
try depended on the king’s country for
food.

21 On an appointed day, Herod dressed
himself in royal clothing, sat on the throne,
and gave a speech to them.

22 The people shouted, “The voice of a
god, and not of a man!”

23 Immediately an angel of the Lord
struck him, because he didn’t give God the
glory. Then he was eaten by worms and
died.

24 But the word of God grew and multi-
plied.

25 Barnabas and Saul returned to†
Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their
service, also taking with them John who
was calledMark.

13
1Now in the assembly that was at Anti-

och there were some prophets and teach-
ers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen the foster
brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.

2As they served the Lord and fasted, the
Holy Spirit said, “Separate Barnabas and

† 12:25 TR reads “from” instead of “to”
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Saul for me, for the work to which I have
called them.”

3Then,when theyhad fasted andprayed
and laid their hands on them, they sent
them away.

4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit,
they went down to Seleucia. From there
they sailed to Cyprus.

5When they were at Salamis, they pro-
claimed God’s word in the Jewish syna-
gogues. They also had John as their atten-
dant.

6When theyhadgone through the island
to Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a
false prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar
Jesus,

7 who was with the proconsul, Sergius
Paulus, aman of understanding. Thisman
summonedBarnabas andSaul, and sought
to hear the word of God.

8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his
name by interpretation) withstood them,
seeking to turn the proconsul away from
the faith.

9 But Saul, who is also called Paul, filled
with the Holy Spirit, fastened his eyes on
him

10 and said, “You son of the devil, full
of all deceit and all cunning, you enemy
of all righteousness, will you not cease to
pervert the right ways of the Lord?

11Now,behold, thehandof theLord is on
you, and you will be blind, not seeing the
sun for a season!”
Immediately amist and darkness fell on

him. He went around seeking someone to
lead him by the hand.

12 Then the proconsul, when he saw
whatwasdone, believed, being astonished
at the teaching of the Lord.

13 Now Paul and his company set sail
from Paphos and came to Perga in Pam-
phylia. John departed from them and re-
turned to Jerusalem.

14But they, passing on from Perga, came
to Antioch of Pisidia. They went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day and sat
down.

15 After the reading of the law and the
prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent

to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any
wordof exhortation for thepeople, speak.”

16 Paul stood up, and gesturing with his
hand said, “Men of Israel, and you who
fear God, listen.

17 The God of this people† chose our fa-
thers, and exalted the people when they
stayed as aliens in the land of Egypt, and
with an uplifted arm, he led them out of it.

18Foraperiodof about fortyyearsheput
up with them in the wilderness.

19When he had destroyed seven nations
in the land of Canaan, he gave them their
land for an inheritance for about fourhun-
dred fifty years.

20 After these things, he gave them
judges until Samuel the prophet.

21 Afterward they asked for a king, and
God gave to them Saul the son of Kish,
a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty
years.

22When he had removed him, he raised
up David to be their king, to whom he also
testified, ‘I have found David the son of
Jesse, aman aftermyheart, whowill do all
mywill.’

23 From this man’s offspring, God has
brought salvation‡ to Israel according to
his promise,

24 before his coming, when John had
first preached the baptism of repentance
to Israel.§

25 As John was fulfilling his course, he
said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am
nothe. Butbehold, one comesafterme, the
sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to
untie.’

26 “Brothers, children of the stock of
Abraham, and those among you who fear
God, the word of this salvation is sent out
to you.

27For thosewho dwell in Jerusalem, and
their rulers, because theydidn’t knowhim,
nor the voices of the prophets which are
read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by con-
demning him.

28Though they foundno cause for death,
they still asked Pilate to have him killed.

† 13:17 TR, NU add “Israel” ‡ 13:23 TR, NU read “a Savior, Jesus” instead of “salvation” § 13:24 TR, NU read “to
all the people of Israel” instead of “to Israel”
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29When they had fulfilled all things that
were written about him, they took him
down from the tree and laid him in a tomb.

30But God raised him from the dead,
31 and he was seen for many days by

those who came up with him from Galilee
to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses to the
people.

32 We bring you good news of the
promise made to the fathers,

33 that God has fulfilled this to us, their
children, in that he raised up Jesus. As it is
also written in the second psalm,
‘You aremy Son.

Today I have become your father.’*
34 “Concerning that he raised him up

from the dead, now no more to return to
corruption, he has spoken thus: ‘I will give
you the holy and sure blessings of David.’*

35 Therefore he says also in another
psalm, ‘You will not allow your Holy One
to see decay.’*

36 For David, after he had in his own
generation served the counsel of God, fell
asleep, was laid with his fathers, and saw
decay.

37 But he whom God raised up saw no
decay.

38 Be it known to you therefore, broth-
ers,† that through this man is proclaimed
to you remission of sins;

39 and by him everyone who believes is
justified from all things, from which you
could not be justified by the law of Moses.

40 Beware therefore, lest that come on
youwhich is spoken in the prophets:
41 ‘Behold, you scoffers!

Wonder and perish,
for I work a work in your days,
a work which you will in no way be-
lieve, if one declares it to you.’ ” *

42 So when the Jews went out of the
synagogue, the Gentiles begged that these
wordsmight be preached to them the next
Sabbath.

43 Now when the synagogue broke up,
many of the Jews and of the devout pros-
elytes followed Paul and Barnabas; who,
speaking to them, urged them to continue
in the grace of God.

44 The next Sabbath, almost the whole
city was gathered together to hear the
word of God.

45Butwhen the Jews saw themultitudes,
they were filled with jealousy, and contra-
dicted the things which were spoken by
Paul, and blasphemed.

46 Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly,
andsaid, “Itwasnecessary thatGod’sword
should be spoken to you first. Since in-
deed you thrust it from yourselves, and
judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life,
behold, we turn to the Gentiles.

47 For so has the Lord commanded us,
saying,
‘I have set you as a light for the Gentiles,

that you should bring salvation to the
uttermost parts of the earth.’ ” *

48 As the Gentiles heard this, they were
glad and glorified the word of God. As
many as were appointed to eternal life
believed.

49 The Lord’s word was spread abroad
throughout all the region.

50 But the Jews stirred up the devout
and prominent women and the chief men
of the city, and stirred up a persecution
against Paul and Barnabas, and threw
them out of their borders.

51But they shook off the dust of their feet
against them, and came to Iconium.

52 The disciples were filled with joy and
with the Holy Spirit.

14
1 In Iconium, they entered together into

the synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke
that a great multitude both of Jews and of
Greeks believed.

2 But the disbelieving† Jews stirred up
and embittered the souls of the Gentiles
against the brothers.

* 13:33 Psalms 2:7 * 13:34 Isaiah 55:3 * 13:35 Psalms 16:10 † 13:38 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere
the context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” * 13:41 Habakkuk 1:5
* 13:47 Isaiah 49:6 † 14:2 or, disobedient
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3Therefore theystayed therea long time,
speaking boldly in the Lord, who testified
to theword of his grace, granting signs and
wonders to be done by their hands.

4 But the multitude of the city was di-
vided. Part sided with the Jews and part
with the apostles.

5 When some of both the Gentiles and
the Jews, with their rulers, made a violent
attempt to mistreat and stone them,

6 they became aware of it and fled to the
cities of Lycaonia, Lystra, Derbe, and the
surrounding region.

7There they preached the Good News.
8At Lystra a certainman sat, impotent in

his feet, a cripple fromhismother’swomb,
who never had walked.

9Hewas listening to Paul speaking, who,
fastening eyes on him and seeing that he
had faith to bemade whole,

10 said with a loud voice, “Stand upright
on your feet!” He leaped up andwalked.

11 When the multitude saw what Paul
had done, they lifted up their voice, saying
in the language of Lycaonia, “The gods
have come down to us in the likeness of
men!”

12 They called Barnabas “Jupiter”, and
Paul “Mercury”, because he was the chief
speaker.

13 The priest of Jupiter, whose temple
was in front of their city, brought oxen
and garlands to the gates, and would have
madea sacrificealongwith themultitudes.

14 But when the apostles, Barnabas and
Paul, heardof it, they tore their clothes and
sprang into themultitude, crying out,

15 “Men,why are youdoing these things?
Wealso aremenof the samenature as you,
and bring you good news, that you should
turn from these vain things to the living
God, who made the sky, the earth, the sea,
and all that is in them;

16 who in the generations gone by al-
lowed all the nations to walk in their own
ways.

17 Yet he didn’t leave himself without
witness, in that he did good and gave you‡

rains from the sky and fruitful seasons,
filling our hearts with food and gladness.”

18 Even saying these things, they hardly
stopped themultitudes frommaking a sac-
rifice to them.

19 But some Jews from Antioch and
Iconium came there, and having per-
suaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul
and dragged him out of the city, supposing
that he was dead.

20But as the disciples stood around him,
he rose up, and entered into the city. On
the next day he went out with Barnabas to
Derbe.

21 When they had preached the Good
News to that cityandhadmademanydisci-
ples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and
Antioch,

22 strengthening the souls of the disci-
ples, exhorting them to continue in the
faith, and that throughmanyafflictionswe
must enter into God’s Kingdom.

23 When they had appointed elders for
them in every assembly, and had prayed
with fasting, they commended them to the
Lord onwhom they had believed.

24They passed through Pisidia and came
to Pamphylia.

25 When they had spoken the word in
Perga, they went down to Attalia.

26 From there they sailed to Antioch,
from where they had been committed to
the grace of God for the work which they
had fulfilled.

27When they had arrived and had gath-
ered the assembly together, they reported
all the things thatGodhaddonewith them,
and that he had opened a door of faith to
the nations.

28 They stayed there with the disciples
for a long time.

15
1 Somemen came down from Judea and

taught the brothers,† “Unless you are cir-
cumcised after the custom of Moses, you
can’t be saved.”

2 Therefore when Paul and Barnabas
had no small discord and discussion with
them, they appointed Paul, Barnabas, and

‡ 14:17 TR reads “us” instead of “you” † 15:1 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere the context allowsmay also
be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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some others of them to go up to Jerusalem
to the apostles and elders about this ques-
tion.

3 They, being sent on their way by the
assembly, passed through both Phoenicia
and Samaria, declaring the conversion of
the Gentiles. They caused great joy to all
the brothers.

4When theyhadcome to Jerusalem, they
were received by the assembly and the
apostles and the elders, and they reported
everything that God had done with them.

5 But some of the sect of the Pharisees
who believed rose up, saying, “It is neces-
sary to circumcise them, and to command
them to keep the law of Moses.”

6 The apostles and the elders were gath-
ered together to see about this matter.

7When there hadbeenmuchdiscussion,
Peter rose up and said to them, “Brothers,
you know that a good while ago Godmade
a choice among you that by my mouth the
nations should hear the word of the Good
News and believe.

8 God, who knows the heart, testified
about them, giving them the Holy Spirit,
just like he did to us.

9Hemadenodistinctionbetweenus and
them, cleansing their hearts by faith.

10Now thereforewhy do you tempt God,
that you should put a yoke on the neck of
the discipleswhichneither our fathers nor
wewere able to bear?

11 But we believe that we are saved
through the grace of theLord Jesus,‡ just as
they are.”

12 All the multitude kept silence, and
they listened to Barnabas and Paul report-
ing what signs andwonders God had done
among the nations through them.

13 After they were silent, James an-
swered, “Brothers, listen to me.

14 Simeon has reported how God first
visited the nations to take out of them a
people for his name.

15 This agrees with the words of the
prophets. As it is written,
16 ‘After these things I will return.
I will again build the tabernacle of David,

which has fallen.

I will again build its ruins.
I will set it up
17 that the rest of men may seek after the
Lord:
all theGentileswhoare calledbymyname,
says the Lord, who does all these things.’*

18 “All of God’s works are known to him
from eternity.

19 Therefore my judgment is that we
don’t trouble those from among the Gen-
tiles who turn to God,

20 but that we write to them that they
abstain from the pollution of idols, from
sexual immorality, fromwhat is strangled,
and from blood.

21ForMoses from generations of old has
in every city those who preach him, being
read in the synagogues every Sabbath.”

22 Then it seemed good to the apostles
and the elders, with the whole assembly,
to choose men out of their company, and
send them to Antioch with Paul and Barn-
abas: Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas,
chief men among the brothers.§

23Theywrote these things by their hand:
“The apostles, the elders, and the broth-

ers, to the brothers who are of the Gentiles
in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: greetings.

24Becausewehaveheard that somewho
went out from us have troubled you with
words, unsettling your souls, saying, ‘You
must be circumcised and keep the law,’ to
whomwe gave no commandment;

25 it seemed good to us, having come to
one accord, to choose out men and send
them to you with our beloved Barnabas
and Paul,

26 men who have risked their lives for
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

27 We have sent therefore Judas and
Silas, who themselves will also tell you the
same things by word of mouth.

28 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit,
and to us, to lay no greater burden on you
than these necessary things:

29 that youabstain from things sacrificed
to idols, fromblood, from things strangled,
and from sexual immorality, from which

‡ 15:11 TR adds “Christ” * 15:17 Amos 9:11-12 § 15:22 The word for “brothers” here and where the context
allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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if you keep yourselves, it will be well with
you. Farewell.”

30So,when theywere sent off, they came
to Antioch. Having gathered themultitude
together, they delivered the letter.

31 When they had read it, they rejoiced
over the encouragement.

32 Judas and Silas, also being prophets
themselves, encouraged the brothers with
manywords and strengthened them.

33After they had spent some time there,
they were dismissed in peace from the
brothers to the apostles.

34 †
35 But Paul and Barnabas stayed in An-

tioch, teaching and preaching the word of
the Lord, withmany others also.

36After somedays Paul said toBarnabas,
“Let’s return now and visit our brothers
in every city in which we proclaimed the
word of the Lord, to see how they are
doing.”

37 Barnabas planned to take John, who
was calledMark, with them also.

38But Paul didn’t think that it was a good
idea to take with them someone who had
withdrawn from them in Pamphylia, and
didn’t go with them to do the work.

39 Then the contention grew so sharp
that they separated from each other. Barn-
abas took Mark with him and sailed away
to Cyprus,

40 but Paul chose Silas and went out,
being commended by the brothers to the
grace of God.

41 He went through Syria and Cilicia,
strengthening the assemblies.

16
1He came to Derbe and Lystra; and be-

hold, a certain disciple was there, named
Timothy, the son of a Jewess who believed,
but his father was a Greek.

2 The brothers who were at Lystra and
Iconium gave a good testimony about him.

3 Paul wanted to have him go out with
him, and he took and circumcised him
because of the Jews who were in those
parts, for they all knew that his father was
a Greek.

4 As they went on their way through
the cities, they delivered the decrees to
them to keep which had been ordained
by the apostles and elders who were at
Jerusalem.

5So the assemblieswere strengthened in
the faith, and increased in number daily.

6 When they had gone through the re-
gion of Phrygia and Galatia, theywere for-
biddenby theHolySpirit to speak theword
in Asia.

7 When they had come opposite Mysia,
they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit
didn’t allow them.

8 Passing by Mysia, they came down to
Troas.

9A vision appeared to Paul in the night.
There was a man of Macedonia standing,
begging him and saying, “Come over into
Macedonia and help us.”

10 When he had seen the vision, imme-
diately we sought to go out to Macedonia,
concluding that the Lord had called us to
preach the Good News to them.

11 Setting sail therefore from Troas, we
made a straight course to Samothrace, and
the day following to Neapolis;

12 and from there to Philippi, which is
a city of Macedonia, the foremost of the
district, a Roman colony. We were staying
some days in this city.

13On the Sabbathdaywewent outside of
the city by a riverside, wherewe supposed
there was a place of prayer, and we sat
down and spoke to the women who had
come together.

14 A certain woman named Lydia, a
seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, one
who worshiped God, heard us. The Lord
opened her heart to listen to the things
which were spoken by Paul.

15 When she and her household were
baptized, she begged us, saying, “If you
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord,
come into my house and stay.” So she
persuaded us.

16 As we were going to prayer, a certain
girl having a spirit of divination met us,
who brought her masters much gain by
fortune telling.

† 15:34 Somemanuscripts add: But it seemed good to Silas to stay there.
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17 Following Paul and us, she cried out,
“These men are servants of the Most High
God, who proclaim to us a way of salva-
tion!”

18 She was doing this for many days.
But Paul, becoming greatly annoyed,

turned and said to the spirit, “I command
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out
of her!” It came out that very hour.

19 But when her masters saw that the
hope of their gain was gone, they seized
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the
marketplace before the rulers.

20 When they had brought them to the
magistrates, they said, “These men, being
Jews, are agitating our city

21 and advocate customs which it is not
lawful for us to accept or to observe, being
Romans.”

22 The multitude rose up together
against them and the magistrates tore
their clothes from them, then commanded
them to be beaten with rods.

23 When they had laid many stripes on
them, they threw them into prison, charg-
ing the jailer to keep them safely.

24Having received such a command, he
threw them into the inner prison and se-
cured their feet in the stocks.

25 But about midnight Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to God,
and the prisoners were listening to them.

26 Suddenly there was a great earth-
quake, so that the foundations of the
prison were shaken; and immediately all
the doors were opened, and everyone’s
bonds were loosened.

27 The jailer, being roused out of sleep
and seeing the prison doors open, drew
his sword and was about to kill himself,
supposing that the prisoners had escaped.

28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, say-
ing, “Don’t harm yourself, for we are all
here!”

29 He called for lights, sprang in, fell
down trembling before Paul and Silas,

30 brought them out, and said, “Sirs,
what must I do to be saved?”

31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ, andyouwill be saved, youandyour
household.”

32 They spoke the word of the Lord to
him, and to all who were in his house.

33 He took them the same hour of the
night and washed their stripes, and was
immediately baptized, he and all his
household.

34Hebrought themup intohishouseand
set food before them, and rejoiced greatly
with all his household, having believed in
God.

35 But when it was day, the magistrates
sent the sergeants, saying, “Let those men
go.”

36 The jailer reported these words to
Paul, saying, “Themagistrates have sent to
let you go; now therefore come out and go
in peace.”

37 But Paul said to them, “They have
beaten us publicly without a trial, men
who are Romans, and have cast us into
prison! Do they now release us secretly?
No, most certainly, but let them come
themselves and bring us out!”

38 The sergeants reported these words
to the magistrates, and they were afraid
when they heard that they were Romans,

39 and they came and begged them.
When they had brought them out, they
asked them to depart from the city.

40 They went out of the prison and en-
tered into Lydia’s house. When they had
seen the brothers, they encouraged them,
then departed.

17
1 Now when they had passed through

Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish
synagogue.

2 Paul, as was his custom, went in to
them; and for three Sabbath days rea-
soned with them from the Scriptures,

3 explaining and demonstrating that the
Christ had to suffer and rise again from
the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I
proclaim to you, is the Christ.”

4 Some of them were persuaded and
joined Paul and Silas: of the devout Greeks
agreatmultitude, andnota fewof thechief
women.
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5 But the unpersuaded Jews took along†
some wicked men from the marketplace
and gathering a crowd, set the city in an
uproar. Assaulting the house of Jason, they
sought to bring them out to the people.

6 When they didn’t find them, they
dragged Jason and certain brothers‡ be-
fore the rulers of the city, crying, “These
who have turned the world upside down
have come here also,

7whom Jason has received. These all act
contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying
that there is another king, Jesus!”

8 The multitude and the rulers of the
city were troubled when they heard these
things.

9 When they had taken security from
Jason and the rest, they let them go.

10 The brothers immediately sent Paul
and Silas away by night to Beroea. When
they arrived, they went into the Jewish
synagogue.

11 Now these were more noble than
those inThessalonica, in that theyreceived
thewordwith all readiness ofmind, exam-
ining the Scriptures daily to see whether
these things were so.

12Many of them therefore believed; also
of the prominent Greek women, and not a
fewmen.

13Butwhen the JewsofThessalonicahad
knowledge that the word of God was pro-
claimed by Paul at Beroea also, they came
there likewise, agitating themultitudes.

14 Then the brothers immediately sent
out Paul to go as far as to the sea, and Silas
and Timothy still stayed there.

15 But those who escorted Paul brought
him as far as Athens. Receiving a com-
mandment to Silas and Timothy that they
should come to him very quickly, they de-
parted.

16 Now while Paul waited for them at
Athens, his spiritwasprovokedwithinhim
as he saw the city full of idols.

17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with
the Jewsand thedevoutpersons, and in the

marketplaceeverydaywith thosewhomet
him.

18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers also§ were conversing with
him. Some said, “What does this babbler
want to say?”
Others said, “He seems to be advocating

foreign deities,” because he preached Je-
sus and the resurrection.

19 They took hold of him and brought
him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we
knowwhat this new teaching is,whichyou
are speaking about?

20For you bring certain strange things to
our ears. Wewant to know thereforewhat
these things mean.”

21 Now all the Athenians and the
strangers living there spent their time in
nothing else, but either to tell or to hear
some new thing.

22 Paul stood in the middle of the Are-
opagus and said, “You men of Athens, I
perceive that you are very religious in all
things.

23 For as I passed along and observed
the objects of your worship, I also found
an altar with this inscription: ‘TO AN UN-
KNOWN GOD.’ What therefore you wor-
ship in ignorance, I announce to you.

24 The God who made the world and all
things in it, he, being Lord of heaven and
earth, doesn’t dwell in temples made with
hands.

25 He isn’t served by men’s hands, as
thoughheneededanything, seeinghehim-
self gives to all life and breath and all
things.

26 He made from one blood every na-
tion of men to dwell on all the sur-
face of the earth, having determined ap-
pointed seasons and the boundaries of
their dwellings,

27 that they should seek the Lord, if per-
haps theymight reach out for himandfind
him, though he is not far from each one of
us.

28 ‘For in him we live, move, and have
our being.’ As some of your own poets
have said, ‘For we are also his offspring.’

† 17:5 TR reads “And the Jews who were unpersuaded, becoming envious and taking along” instead of “But the
unpersuaded Jews took along” ‡ 17:6 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may be also
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 17:18 TR omits “also”
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29 Being then the offspring of God, we
ought not to think that the Divine Nature
is like gold, or silver, or stone, engraved by
art and design of man.

30 The times of ignorance therefore God
overlooked. Butnowhecommands that all
people everywhere should repent,

31 because he has appointed a day in
whichhewill judge theworld in righteous-
ness by themanwhomhe has ordained; of
which he has given assurance to all men,
in that he has raised him from the dead.”

32Nowwhen they heard of the resurrec-
tion of the dead, some mocked; but others
said, “Wewant to hear you again concern-
ing this.”

33Thus Paulwent out fromamong them.
34 But certain men joined with him

and believed, including Dionysius the Are-
opagite, and a woman named Damaris,
and others with them.

18
1 After these things Paul departed from

Athens and came to Corinth.
2He found a certain Jew named Aquila,

a man of Pontus by race, who had recently
come from Italy with his wife Priscilla,
because Claudius had commanded all the
Jews to depart from Rome. He came to
them,

3 and because he practiced the same
trade, he lived with them and worked, for
by trade they were tent makers.

4 He reasoned in the synagogue every
Sabbath and persuaded Jews and Greeks.

5 When Silas and Timothy came down
from Macedonia, Paul was compelled by
the Spirit, testifying to the Jews that Jesus
was the Christ.

6 When they opposed him and blas-
phemed, he shook out his clothing and
said to them, “Your blood be on your own
heads! I am clean. From now on, I will go
to the Gentiles!”

7 He departed there and went into the
house of a certain man named Justus, one
who worshiped God, whose house was
next door to the synagogue.

8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue,
believed in the Lord with all his house.
Manyof theCorinthians,when theyheard,
believed andwere baptized.

9 The Lord said to Paul in the night by
a vision, “Don’t be afraid, but speak and
don’t be silent;

10 for I am with you, and no one will
attack you to harm you, for I have many
people in this city.”

11He lived there a year and six months,
teaching the word of God among them.

12 But when Gallio was proconsul of
Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up
against Paul and brought him before the
judgment seat,

13 saying, “This man persuades men to
worship God contrary to the law.”

14 But when Paul was about to open his
mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If indeed
it were a matter of wrong or of wicked
crime, you Jews, it would be reasonable
that I should bear with you;

15 but if they are questions about words
and names and your own law, look to it
yourselves. For I don’t want to be a judge
of these matters.”

16 So he drove them from the judgment
seat.

17 Then all the Greeks seized Sosthenes,
the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him
before the judgment seat. Gallio didn’t
care about any of these things.

18 Paul, having stayed after this many
more days, took his leave of the brothers,†
and sailed from there for Syria, together
with Priscilla and Aquila. He shaved his
head in Cenchreae, for he had a vow.

19He came to Ephesus, and he left them
there; but he himself entered into the syn-
agogue and reasoned with the Jews.

20 When they asked him to stay with
them a longer time, he declined;

21but taking his leave of them, he said, “I
mustbyallmeanskeep this coming feast in
Jerusalem, but I will return again to you if
God wills.” Then he set sail from Ephesus.

† 18:18 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and
sisters” or “siblings.”
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22 When he had landed at Caesarea, he
went up and greeted the assembly, and
went down to Antioch.

23Having spent some time there, he de-
parted and went through the region of
Galatia and Phrygia, in order, establishing
all the disciples.

24Now a certain Jew named Apollos, an
Alexandrian by race, an eloquent man,
came to Ephesus. He was mighty in the
Scriptures.

25 This man had been instructed in the
way of the Lord; and being fervent in
spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the
things concerning Jesus, althoughheknew
only the baptism of John.

26 He began to speak boldly in the syn-
agogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila
heard him, they took him aside, and ex-
plained to him the way of God more accu-
rately.

27When he had determined to pass over
into Achaia, the brothers encouraged him;
and wrote to the disciples to receive him.
When he had come, he greatly helped
those who had believed through grace;

28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews,
publicly showing by the Scriptures that
Jesus was the Christ.

19
1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul,

having passed through the upper country,
came to Ephesus and found certain disci-
ples.

2 He said to them, “Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you believed?”
They said to him, “No, we haven’t even

heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
3He said, “Into what thenwere you bap-

tized?”
They said, “Into John’s baptism.”
4 Paul said, “John indeed baptized with

the baptism of repentance, saying to the
people that they should believe in the one
who would come after him, that is, in
Christ Jesus.”†

5When they heard this, they were bap-
tized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

6When Paul had laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came on them and they
spoke with other languages and prophe-
sied.

7They were about twelvemen in all.
8 He entered into the synagogue and

spoke boldly for a period of three months,
reasoning and persuading about the
things concerning God’s Kingdom.

9Butwhen somewerehardenedanddis-
obedient, speaking evil of the Way before
themultitude, he departed from them and
separated the disciples, reasoning daily in
the school of Tyrannus.

10 This continued for two years, so that
all those who lived in Asia heard the word
of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.

11 God worked special miracles by the
hands of Paul,

12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons
were carried away from his body to the
sick, and the diseases departed from them,
and the evil spirits went out.

13 But some of the itinerant Jews, exor-
cists, took on themselves to invoke over
those who had the evil spirits the name of
the Lord Jesus, saying, “We adjure you by
Jesus whom Paul preaches.”

14There were seven sons of one Sceva, a
Jewish chief priest, who did this.

15 The evil spirit answered, “Jesus I
know, and Paul I know, but who are you?”

16 The man in whom the evil spirit was
leaped on them, overpowered them, and
prevailed against them, so that they fled
out of that house naked andwounded.

17 This became known to all, both Jews
andGreeks,who lived at Ephesus. Fear fell
on themall, and thenameof theLord Jesus
wasmagnified.

18 Many also of those who had be-
lieved came, confessing and declaring
their deeds.

19 Many of those who practiced magi-
cal arts brought their books together and
burned them in the sight of all. They
counted their price, and found it to be fifty
thousand pieces of silver.‡

† 19:4 NU omits Christ. ‡ 19:19 The 50,000 pieces of silver here probably referred to 50,000 drachmas. If so, the
value of the burned books was equivalent to about 160man-years of wages for agricultural laborers
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20 So the word of the Lord was growing
and becomingmighty.

21 Now after these things had ended,
Paul determined in the Spirit, whenhehad
passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to
go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been
there, I must also see Rome.”

22 Having sent into Macedonia two of
those who served him, Timothy and Eras-
tus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while.

23 About that time there arose no small
disturbance concerning theWay.

24 For a certain man named Demetrius,
a silversmith who made silver shrines of
Artemis, brought no little business to the
craftsmen,

25 whom he gathered together with the
workmen of like occupation, and said,
“Sirs, you know that by this business we
have our wealth.

26 You see and hear that not at Eph-
esus alone, but almost throughout all Asia,
this Paul has persuaded and turned away
many people, saying that they are no gods
that are made with hands.

27Not only is there danger that this our
trade come into disrepute, but also that
the temple of the great goddess Artemis
will be countedasnothing andhermajesty
destroyed, whom all Asia and the world
worships.”

28When they heard this they were filled
with anger, and cried out, saying, “Great is
Artemis of the Ephesians!”

29 The whole city was filled with con-
fusion, and they rushed with one accord
into the theater, having seized Gaius and
Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, Paul’s
companions in travel.

30 When Paul wanted to enter in to the
people, the disciples didn’t allow him.

31 Certain also of the Asiarchs, being his
friends, sent to him and begged him not to
venture into the theater.

32 Some therefore cried one thing, and
some another, for the assembly was in
confusion. Most of them didn’t know why
they had come together.

33 They brought Alexander out of the
multitude, the Jews putting him forward.

Alexander beckoned with his hand, and
would havemade a defense to the people.

34Butwhen they perceived that hewas a
Jew, all with one voice for a time of about
two hours cried out, “Great is Artemis of
the Ephesians!”

35When the town clerk had quieted the
multitude, he said, “You men of Ephesus,
what man is there who doesn’t know that
the city of the Ephesians is temple keeper
of the great goddess Artemis, and of the
image which fell down from Zeus?

36 Seeing then that these things can’t be
denied, you ought to be quiet and to do
nothing rash.

37For you have brought thesemen here,
who are neither robbers of temples nor
blasphemers of your goddess.

38 If therefore Demetrius and the crafts-
men who are with him have a matter
against anyone, the courts are open and
there are proconsuls. Let them press
charges against one another.

39 But if you seek anything about other
matters, it will be settled in the regular
assembly.

40 For indeed we are in danger of being
accused concerning today’s riot, there be-
ing no cause. Concerning it, we wouldn’t
be able to give an account of this commo-
tion.”

41 When he had thus spoken, he dis-
missed the assembly.

20
1After the uproar had ceased, Paul sent

for the disciples, took leave of them, and
departed to go into Macedonia.

2When he had gone through those parts
and had encouraged them with many
words, he came into Greece.

3Whenhehad spent threemonths there,
and a plot was made against him by Jews
as he was about to set sail for Syria, he
determined to return throughMacedonia.

4 These accompanied him as far as Asia:
Sopater of Beroea, Aristarchus and Secun-
dus of the Thessalonians, Gaius of Derbe,
Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus of
Asia.
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5 But these had gone ahead, and were
waiting for us at Troas.

6 We sailed away from Philippi after
the days of Unleavened Bread, and came
to them at Troas in five days, where we
stayed seven days.

7On the first day of the week, when the
disciples were gathered together to break
bread, Paul talked with them, intending to
depart on the next day; and continued his
speech until midnight.

8 There were many lights in the upper
roomwhere we†were gathered together.

9A certain young man named Eutychus
sat in the window, weighed down with
deep sleep. As Paul spoke still longer,
being weighed down by his sleep, he fell
down from the third floor and was taken
up dead.

10 Paul went down and fell upon him,
and embracing him said, “Don’t be trou-
bled, for his life is in him.”

11 When he had gone up, had broken
breadandeaten, andhad talkedwith them
a long while, even until break of day, he
departed.

12 They brought the boy in alive, and
were greatly comforted.

13Butwe, going ahead to the ship, set sail
for Assos, intending to take Paul aboard
there; for he had so arranged, intending
himself to go by land.

14When hemet us at Assos, we took him
aboard and came toMitylene.

15 Sailing from there, we came the fol-
lowing day opposite Chios. The next day
we touched at Samos and stayed at Trogyl-
lium, and theday afterwe came toMiletus.

16 For Paul had determined to sail past
Ephesus, that he might not have to spend
time in Asia; for he was hastening, if it
were possible for him, to be in Jerusalem
on the day of Pentecost.

17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and
called to himself the elders of the assem-
bly.

18When they had come to him, he said to
them, “You yourselves know, from the first

day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with
you all the time,

19 serving the Lord with all humility,
with many tears, and with trials which
happened tome by the plots of the Jews;

20 how I didn’t shrink from declaring to
you anything that was profitable, teaching
you publicly and from house to house,

21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks
repentance toward God and faith toward
our Lord Jesus.‡

22Now,behold, I goboundby theSpirit to
Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen
tome there;

23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies in
every city, saying that bonds and afflic-
tions wait for me.

24 But these things don’t count; nor do I
hold my life dear to myself, so that I may
finish my race with joy, and the ministry
which I received from the Lord Jesus, to
fully testify to the Good News of the grace
of God.

25 “Now, behold, I know that you all,
among whom I went about preaching
God’s Kingdom, will see my face nomore.

26 Therefore I testify to you today that I
am clean from the blood of all men,

27 for I didn’t shrink from declaring to
you the whole counsel of God.

28 Take heed, therefore, to yourselves
and to all theflock, inwhich theHoly Spirit
has made you overseers, to shepherd the
assembly of the Lord and§ God which he
purchased with his own blood.

29 For I know that after my departure,
vicious wolves will enter in among you,
not sparing the flock.

30Men will arise from among your own
selves, speaking perverse things, to draw
away the disciples after them.

31 Therefore watch, remembering that
for a period of three years I didn’t cease
to admonish everyone night and day with
tears.

32 Now, brothers,† I entrust you to God
and to the word of his grace, which is able

† 20:8 TR reads “they” instead of “we” ‡ 20:21 TR adds “Christ” § 20:28 TR, NU omit “the Lord and” † 20:32
The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.”
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to build up and to give you the inheritance
among all those who are sanctified.

33 I coveted no one’s silver, gold, or cloth-
ing.

34You yourselves know that these hands
servedmynecessities, and thosewhowere
withme.

35 In all things I gave you an example,
that so laboring you ought to help the
weak, and to remember the words of the
Lord Jesus, that he himself said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

36When he had spoken these things, he
knelt down and prayed with them all.

37They all wept freely, and fell on Paul’s
neck and kissed him,

38 sorrowing most of all because of the
word which he had spoken, that they
should see his face no more. Then they
accompanied him to the ship.

21
1Whenwe had departed from them and

had set sail, we camewith a straight course
to Cos, and the next day to Rhodes, and
from there to Patara.

2 Having found a ship crossing over to
Phoenicia, we went aboard and set sail.

3When we had come in sight of Cyprus,
leaving it on the left hand, we sailed to
Syria and landed at Tyre, for the ship was
there to unload her cargo.

4 Having found disciples, we stayed
there seven days. These said to Paul
through the Spirit that he should not go up
to Jerusalem.

5 When those days were over, we de-
parted and went on our journey. They all,
withwivesandchildren, broughtusonour
way until wewere out of the city. Kneeling
down on the beach, we prayed.

6After saying goodbye to each other, we
went on board the ship, and they returned
home again.

7Whenwehad finished the voyage from
Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais. We greeted
the brothers and stayed with them one
day.

8 On the next day, we who were Paul’s
companions departed and came to Cae-
sarea.

We entered into the house of Philip the
evangelist, who was one of the seven, and
stayed with him.

9 Now this man had four virgin daugh-
ters who prophesied.

10 As we stayed there some days, a cer-
tain prophet named Agabus came down
from Judea.

11 Coming to us and taking Paul’s belt,
he bound his own feet and hands, and
said, “The Holy Spirit says: ‘So the Jews at
Jerusalemwillbind themanwhoowns this
belt, andwill deliver him into the hands of
the Gentiles.’ ”

12When we heard these things, both we
and the people of that place begged him
not to go up to Jerusalem.

13 Then Paul answered, “What are you
doing, weeping and breaking my heart?
For I am ready not only to be bound, but
also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the
Lord Jesus.”

14When he would not be persuaded, we
ceased, saying, “The Lord’s will be done.”

15 After these days we took up our bag-
gage and went up to Jerusalem.

16 Some of the disciples from Caesarea
also went with us, bringing oneMnason of
Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we
would stay.

17When we had come to Jerusalem, the
brothers received us gladly.

18 The day following, Paul went in with
us to James; and all the elders were
present.

19 When he had greeted them, he re-
ported one by one the things which God
had worked among the Gentiles through
his ministry.

20 They, when they heard it, glorified
God. They said to him, “You see, brother,
howmany thousands there are among the
Jews of those who have believed, and they
are all zealous for the law.

21 They have been informed about you,
that you teach all the Jews who are among
the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them
not to circumcise their children and not to
walk after the customs.
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22 What then? The assembly must cer-
tainly meet, for they will hear that you
have come.

23 Therefore do what we tell you. We
have fourmenwho have taken a vow.

24 Take them and purify yourself with
them, and pay their expenses for them,
that they may shave their heads. Then
all will know that there is no truth in the
things that they have been informed about
you, but that you yourself also walk keep-
ing the law.

25 But concerning the Gentiles who be-
lieve, we have written our decision that
they should observe no such thing, ex-
cept that they should keep themselves
from food offered to idols, from blood,
from strangled things, and from sexual
immorality.”

26 Then Paul took the men, and the next
day purified himself and went with them
into the temple, declaring the fulfillment
of the days of purification, until the offer-
ing was offered for every one of them.

27 When the seven days were almost
completed, the Jews from Asia, when they
saw him in the temple, stirred up all the
multitude and laid hands on him,

28crying out, “Menof Israel, help! This is
the man who teaches all men everywhere
against the people, and the law, and this
place. Moreover, he also brought Greeks
into the temple and has defiled this holy
place!”

29For they had seen Trophimus the Eph-
esian, with him in the city, and they sup-
posed that Paul had brought him into the
temple.

30 All the city was moved and the peo-
ple ran together. They seized Paul and
dragged him out of the temple. Immedi-
ately the doors were shut.

31 As they were trying to kill him, news
came up to the commanding officer of the
regiment that all Jerusalem was in an up-
roar.

32 Immediately he took soldiers and cen-
turions and ran down to them. They, when
they saw the chief captain and the soldiers,
stopped beating Paul.

33 Then the commanding officer came
near, arrested him, commanded him to be
bound with two chains, and inquired who
he was andwhat he had done.

34 Some shouted one thing and some an-
other, among the crowd. Whenhe couldn’t
find out the truth because of the noise, he
commanded him to be brought into the
barracks.

35 When he came to the stairs, he was
carried by the soldiers because of the vio-
lence of the crowd;

36 for the multitude of the people fol-
lowed after, crying out, “Awaywith him!”

37 As Paul was about to be brought into
the barracks, he asked the commanding
officer, “May I speak to you?”
He said, “Do you know Greek?
38Aren’t you then the Egyptian who be-

fore these days stirred up to sedition and
led out into the wilderness the four thou-
sandmen of the Assassins?”

39But Paul said, “I am a Jew from Tarsus
in Cilicia, a citizen of no insignificant city.
I beg you, allowme to speak to the people.”

40 When he had given him permission,
Paul, standing on the stairs, beckonedwith
his hand to the people. When there was
a great silence, he spoke to them in the
Hebrew language, saying,

22
1 “Brothers and fathers, listen to the de-

fense which I nowmake to you.”
2When they heard that he spoke to them

in the Hebrew language, they were even
more quiet.
He said,
3 “I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of

Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the
feet of Gamaliel, instructed according to
the strict traditionof the lawofour fathers,
being zealous for God, even as you all are
today.

4 I persecuted this Way to the death,
binding and delivering into prisons both
men andwomen,

5as also the high priest and all the coun-
cil of the elders testify, from whom also I
received letters to the brothers, and trav-
eled to Damascus to bring them also who
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were there to Jerusalem in bonds to be
punished.

6 “As I made my journey and came close
to Damascus, about noon suddenly a great
light shone aroundme from the sky.

7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice
saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you per-
secutingme?’

8 I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ He
said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom
you persecute.’

9 “Those who were with me indeed saw
the light and were afraid, but they didn’t
understand the voice of him who spoke to
me.

10 I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ TheLord
said to me, ‘Arise, and go into Damascus.
There you will be told about all things
which are appointed for you to do.’

11 When I couldn’t see for the glory of
that light, being led by the hand of those
whowere withme, I came into Damascus.

12 “One Ananias, a devout man accord-
ing to the law, well reported of by all the
Jews who lived in Damascus,

13 came to me, and standing by me said
tome, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ In
that very hour I looked up at him.

14 He said, ‘The God of our fathers has
appointed you to know his will, and to
see the Righteous One, and to hear a voice
from his mouth.

15For youwill be a witness for him to all
men of what you have seen and heard.

16Now why do you wait? Arise, be bap-
tized, and wash away your sins, calling on
the name of the Lord.’

17 “When I had returned to Jerusalem
andwhile I prayed in the temple, I fell into
a trance

18and saw him saying to me, ‘Hurry and
get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they
will not receive testimony concerning me
from you.’

19 I said, ‘Lord, they themselves know
that I imprisoned and beat in every syna-
gogue those who believed in you.

20When the blood of Stephen, your wit-
ness, was shed, I also was standing by,
consenting to his death, and guarding the
cloaks of those who killed him.’

21 “He said to me, ‘Depart, for I will send
you out far from here to the Gentiles.’ ”

22They listened to himuntil he said that;
then they lifted up their voice and said,
“Rid the earth of this fellow, for he isn’t fit
to live!”

23 As they cried out, threw off their
cloaks, and threw dust into the air,

24 the commanding officer commanded
him to be brought into the barracks, or-
dering him to be examined by scourging,
that he might know for what crime they
shouted against him like that.

25 When they had tied him up with
straps, Paul asked the centurionwho stood
by, “Is it lawful for you to scourge a man
who is a Roman, and not found guilty?”

26When the centurion heard it, he went
to the commanding officer and told him,
“Watch what you are about to do, for this
man is a Roman!”

27 The commanding officer came and
asked him, “Tell me, are you a Roman?”
He said, “Yes.”
28The commanding officer answered, “I

bought my citizenship for a great price.”
Paul said, “But I was born a Roman.”
29 Immediately those who were about to

examine him departed from him, and the
commanding officer also was afraid when
he realized that he was a Roman, because
he had bound him.

30 But on the next day, desiring to know
the truth about why he was accused by
the Jews, he freed him from the bonds and
commanded the chief priests and all the
council to come together, andbrought Paul
down and set him before them.

23
1Paul, looking steadfastly at the council,

said, “Brothers, I have lived before God in
all good conscience until today.”

2 The high priest, Ananias, commanded
thosewhostoodbyhimtostrikehimon the
mouth.

3 Then Paul said to him, “God will strike
you, you whitewashed wall! Do you sit to
judge me according to the law, and com-
mandme tobe struck contrary to the law?”

4 Those who stood by said, “Do you ma-
lign God’s high priest?”
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5Paul said, “I didn’t know, brothers, that
he was high priest. For it is written, ‘You
shall not speak evil of a ruler of your peo-
ple.’ ”*

6 But when Paul perceived that the one
part were Sadducees and the other Phar-
isees, he cried out in the council, “Men
and brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of
Pharisees. Concerning the hope and resur-
rection of the dead I am being judged!”

7 When he had said this, an argument
arose between the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees, and the crowdwas divided.

8 For the Sadducees say that there is no
resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit; but the
Pharisees confess all of these.

9 A great clamor arose, and some of the
scribes of the Pharisees’ part stood up, and
contended, saying, “We find no evil in this
man. But if a spirit or angel has spoken to
him, let’s not fight against God!”

10 When a great argument arose, the
commanding officer, fearing that Paul
would be torn in pieces by them, com-
manded the soldiers to go down and take
him by force from among them and bring
him into the barracks.

11The following night, the Lord stood by
him and said, “Cheer up, Paul, for as you
have testified about me at Jerusalem, so
youmust testify also at Rome.”

12 When it was day, some of the Jews
banded together and bound themselves
under a curse, saying that they would nei-
ther eat nor drink until they had killed
Paul.

13 There were more than forty people
who hadmade this conspiracy.

14 They came to the chief priests and
the elders, and said, “We have bound our-
selves under a great curse to taste nothing
until we have killed Paul.

15 Now therefore, you with the council
inform the commanding officer that he
should bring him down to you tomorrow,
as though youwere going to judge his case
more exactly. We are ready to kill him
before he comes near.”

16But Paul’s sister’s son heard theywere
lying inwait, andhecameandentered into
the barracks and told Paul.

17Paul summoned one of the centurions
and said, “Bring this young man to the
commanding officer, for he has something
to tell him.”

18 So he took him and brought him to
the commanding officer and said, “Paul,
the prisoner, summonedme and askedme
to bring this young man to you. He has
something to tell you.”

19 The commanding officer took him by
the hand, and going aside, asked him pri-
vately, “What is it that youhave to tellme?”

20 He said, “The Jews have agreed to
ask you to bring Paul down to the coun-
cil tomorrow, as though intending to in-
quire somewhatmore accurately concern-
ing him.

21 Therefore don’t yield to them, for
more than forty men lie in wait for him,
whohavebound themselves under a curse
to neither eat nor drink until they have
killedhim. Now they are ready, looking for
the promise from you.”

22 So the commanding officer let the
young man go, charging him, “Tell no one
that youhave revealed these things tome.”

23He called to himself two of the centu-
rions, and said, “Prepare two hundred sol-
diers to go as far as Caesarea, with seventy
horsemen and two hundred men armed
withspears, at the thirdhourof thenight.”†

24Heasked themtoprovidemounts, that
they might set Paul on one, and bring him
safely to Felix the governor.

25Hewrote a letter like this:
26 “Claudius Lysias to the most excellent

governor Felix: Greetings.
27 “Thismanwas seized by the Jews, and

was about to be killed by them when I
came with the soldiers and rescued him,
having learned that he was a Roman.

28 Desiring to know the cause why they
accused him, I brought him down to their
council.

29 I found him to be accused about ques-
tions of their law, but not to be charged

* 23:5 Exodus 22:28 † 23:23 about 9:00 p.m.
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with anything worthy of death or of im-
prisonment.

30 When I was told that the Jews lay in
wait for the man, I sent him to you imme-
diately, charging his accusers also to bring
their accusations against him before you.
Farewell.”

31 So the soldiers, carrying out their or-
ders, took Paul and brought him by night
to Antipatris.

32But on the next day they left the horse-
men to go with him, and returned to the
barracks.

33When they came to Caesarea and de-
livered the letter to the governor, they also
presented Paul to him.

34 When the governor had read it, he
asked what province he was from. When
he understood that he was from Cilicia, he
said,

35 “I will hear you fully when your ac-
cusers also arrive.” He commanded that
he be kept in Herod’s palace.

24
1Afterfivedays, thehighpriest, Ananias,

came down with certain elders and an
orator, one Tertullus. They informed the
governor against Paul.

2When hewas called, Tertullus began to
accuse him, saying, “Seeing that by youwe
enjoy much peace, and that prosperity is
coming to this nation by your foresight,

3weaccept it in allways and inall places,
most excellent Felix, with all thankfulness.

4But that I don’t delay you, I entreat you
to bear with us and hear a fewwords.

5 For we have found this man to be
a plague, an instigator of insurrections
among all the Jews throughout the world,
and a ringleader of the sect of the
Nazarenes.

6 He even tried to profane the temple,
and we arrested him.†

7 ‡
8 §By examining him yourself you may

ascertain all these things of which we ac-
cuse him.”

9 The Jews also joined in the attack, af-
firming that these things were so.

10 When the governor had beckoned to
him to speak, Paul answered, “Because I
know that you have been a judge of this
nation for many years, I cheerfully make
my defense,

11 seeing that you can verify that it is not
more than twelve days since I went up to
worship at Jerusalem.

12 In the temple they didn’t find me dis-
putingwith anyone or stirring up a crowd,
either in the synagogues or in the city.

13Nor can they prove to you the things of
which they now accuseme.

14But this I confess toyou, thataccording
to theWay,which they call a sect, so I serve
the God of our fathers, believing all things
which are according to the law, andwhich
are written in the prophets;

15having hope toward God, which these
also themselves look for, that there will be
a resurrection of the dead, both of the just
and unjust.

16 In this I also practice always having a
conscience void of offense towardGodand
men.

17Now after some years, I came to bring
gifts for the needy to my nation, and offer-
ings;

18 amid which certain Jews from Asia
found me purified in the temple, not with
amob, nor with turmoil.

19 They ought to have been here before
you and to make accusation if they had
anything against me.

20 Or else let these men themselves say
what injustice they found in me when I
stood before the council,

21 unless it is for this one thing that I
cried standing among them, ‘Concerning
the resurrection of the dead I am being
judged before you today!’ ”

22 But Felix, having more exact knowl-
edge concerning the Way, deferred them,
saying, “When Lysias, the commanding of-
ficer, comes down, I will decide your case.”

23 He ordered the centurion that Paul
should be kept in custody and should have

† 24:6TRadds “Wewanted to judgehimaccording to our law,” ‡ 24:7TRadds “but the commanding officer, Lysias,
came by and with great violence took him out of our hands,” § 24:8 TR adds “commanding his accusers to come
to you.”
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some privileges, and not to forbid any of
his friends to serve him or to visit him.

24 After some days, Felix came with
Drusilla his wife, who was a Jewess, and
sent for Paul and heard him concerning
the faith in Christ Jesus.

25 As he reasoned about righteousness,
self-control, and the judgment to come, Fe-
lix was terrified, and answered, “Go your
way for this time, and when it is conve-
nient for me, I will summon you.”

26Meanwhile, he also hoped that money
would be given to him by Paul, that he
might release him. Therefore also he sent
for himmore often and talked with him.

27 But when two years were fulfilled,
Felixwas succeededbyPorcius Festus, and
desiring to gain favor with the Jews, Felix
left Paul in bonds.

25
1 Festus therefore, having come into

the province, after three days went up to
Jerusalem from Caesarea.

2 Then the high priest and the princi-
pal men of the Jews informed him against
Paul, and they begged him,

3 asking a favor against him, that he
would summon him to Jerusalem, plotting
to kill him on the way.

4 However Festus answered that Paul
should be kept in custody at Caesarea,
and that he himself was about to depart
shortly.

5 “Let them therefore”, he said, “that are
inpoweramongyougodownwithme, and
if there is anything wrong in the man, let
them accuse him.”

6Whenhe had stayed among themmore
than ten days, he went down to Caesarea,
and on the next day he sat on the judgment
seat, and commanded Paul to be brought.

7 When he had come, the Jews who
had come down from Jerusalem stood
around him, bringing against him many
andgrievous chargeswhich they couldnot
prove,

8 while he said in his defense, “Neither
against the law of the Jews, nor against the
temple, nor against Caesar, have I sinned
at all.”

9 But Festus, desiring to gain favor with
the Jews, answeredPaul and said, “Areyou
willing to goup to Jerusalemandbe judged
byme there concerning these things?”

10 But Paul said, “I am standing before
Caesar’s judgment seat,where Iought tobe
tried. I have done no wrong to the Jews, as
you also know very well.

11 For if I have done wrong and have
committed anything worthy of death, I
don’t refuse to die; but if none of those
things is true that they accuse me of, no
one can give me up to them. I appeal to
Caesar!”

12 Then Festus, when he had conferred
with the council, answered, “You have ap-
pealed to Caesar. To Caesar you shall go.”

13 Now when some days had passed,
King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at Cae-
sarea and greeted Festus.

14 As he stayed there many days, Festus
laid Paul’s case before the king, saying,
“There is a certain man left a prisoner by
Felix;

15aboutwhom,when Iwas at Jerusalem,
the chief priests and the elders of the Jews
informedme, asking fora sentenceagainst
him.

16 I answered them that it is not the cus-
tom of the Romans to give up any man to
destructionbefore the accusedhasmet the
accusers face to face and has had oppor-
tunity to make his defense concerning the
matter laid against him.

17 When therefore they had come to-
gether here, I didn’t delay, but on the next
day sat on the judgment seat and com-
manded theman to be brought.

18 When the accusers stood up, they
brought no charges against him of such
things as I supposed;

19but had certain questions against him
about their own religion and about one
Jesus, who was dead, whom Paul affirmed
to be alive.

20 Being perplexed how to inquire con-
cerning these things, I asked whether he
waswilling to go to Jerusalemand there be
judged concerning these matters.

21ButwhenPaul hadappealed tobekept
for the decision of the emperor, I com-
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manded him to be kept until I could send
him to Caesar.”

22 Agrippa said to Festus, “I also would
like to hear themanmyself.”

“Tomorrow,” he said, “you shall hear
him.”

23 So on the next day, when Agrippa and
Bernice had come with great pomp, and
they had entered into the place of hear-
ing with the commanding officers and the
principal men of the city, at the command
of Festus, Paul was brought in.

24Festus said, “KingAgrippa, andallmen
who are here present with us, you see this
man about whom all the multitude of the
Jews petitionedme, both at Jerusalem and
here, crying that he ought not to live any
longer.

25 But when I found that he had com-
mitted nothing worthy of death, and as he
himself appealed to the emperor, I deter-
mined to send him,

26 of whom I have no certain thing to
write tomy lord. Therefore I have brought
him out before you, and especially before
you, King Agrippa, that, after examination
I may have something to write.

27 For it seems to me unreasonable, in
sending a prisoner, not to also specify the
charges against him.”

26
1 Agrippa said to Paul, “You may speak

for yourself.”
Then Paul stretched out his hand, and

made his defense.
2 “I think myself happy, King Agrippa,

that I am to make my defense before you
today concerning all the things that I am
accused by the Jews,

3especially because you are expert in all
customs and questions which are among
the Jews. Therefore I beg you to hear me
patiently.

4 “Indeed, all the Jews know my way of
life frommyyouth up, whichwas from the
beginning among my own nation and at
Jerusalem;

5having knownme from the first, if they
are willing to testify, that after the strictest
sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.

6 Now I stand here to be judged for the
hope of the promise made by God to our
fathers,

7whichour twelve tribes, earnestly serv-
ing night and day, hope to attain. Concern-
ing this hope I am accused by the Jews,
King Agrippa!

8Why is it judged incredible with you if
God does raise the dead?

9 “I myself most certainly thought that
I ought to do many things contrary to the
name of Jesus of Nazareth.

10 I also did this in Jerusalem. I both shut
up many of the saints in prisons, having
received authority from the chief priests;
andwhen theywere put to death I gavemy
vote against them.

11 Punishing them often in all the syna-
gogues, I tried to make them blaspheme.
Being exceedingly enraged against them, I
persecuted them even to foreign cities.

12 “Whereupon as I traveled to Damas-
cus with the authority and commission
from the chief priests,

13 at noon, O king, I saw on the way a
light from the sky, brighter than the sun,
shiningaroundmeand thosewho traveled
withme.

14When we had all fallen to the earth, I
heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew
language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you perse-
cutingme? It is hard for you to kick against
the goads.’

15 “I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’
“He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are

persecuting.
16But arise, and stand on your feet, for I

have appeared to you for this purpose: to
appoint you a servant and a witness both
of the things which you have seen and of
the things which I will reveal to you;

17 delivering you from the people and
from the Gentiles, to whom I send you,

18 to open their eyes, that they may turn
fromdarkness to light and from the power
of Satan to God, that they may receive re-
mission of sins and an inheritance among
those who are sanctified by faith inme.’

19 “Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not
disobedient to the heavenly vision,
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20 but declared first to them of Damas-
cus, at Jerusalem, and throughout all the
country of Judea, and also to the Gentiles,
that they should repent and turn to God,
doing works worthy of repentance.

21 For this reason the Jews seized me in
the temple and tried to kill me.

22 Having therefore obtained the help
that is from God, I stand to this day testi-
fying both to small and great, saying noth-
ing but what the prophets and Moses said
would happen,

23 how the Christ must suffer, and how,
by the resurrection of the dead, he would
be first to proclaim light both to these peo-
ple and to the Gentiles.”

24 As he thus made his defense, Festus
saidwitha loudvoice, “Paul, youarecrazy!
Your great learning is driving you insane!”

25 But he said, “I am not crazy, most
excellent Festus, but boldly declare words
of truth and reasonableness.

26 For the king knows of these things, to
whom also I speak freely. For I am per-
suaded that none of these things is hidden
from him, for this has not been done in a
corner.

27 King Agrippa, do you believe the
prophets? I know that you believe.”

28 Agrippa said to Paul, “With a little
persuasion are you trying to make me a
Christian?”

29Paul said, “I pray to God, that whether
with little or with much, not only you, but
also all that hear me today, might become
such as I am, except for these bonds.”

30 The king rose up with the governor
and Bernice, and thosewho sat with them.

31Whentheyhadwithdrawn, they spoke
to one another, saying, “This man does
nothing worthy of death or of bonds.”

32 Agrippa said to Festus, “This man
might have been set free if he had not
appealed to Caesar.”

27
1 When it was determined that we

should sail for Italy, they delivered Paul
and certain other prisoners to a centurion
named Julius, of the Augustan band.

2 Embarking in a ship of Adramyttium,
which was about to sail to places on the
coast of Asia, we put to sea, Aristarchus,
a Macedonian of Thessalonica being with
us.

3 The next day, we touched at Sidon.
Julius treated Paul kindly and gave him
permission to go to his friends and refresh
himself.

4 Putting to sea from there, we sailed
under the lee of Cyprus, because thewinds
were contrary.

5 When we had sailed across the sea
which is off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we
came toMyra, a city of Lycia.

6 There the centurion found a ship of
Alexandria sailing for Italy, and he put us
on board.

7Whenwe had sailed slowlymany days,
and had come with difficulty opposite
Cnidus, the wind not allowing us further,
we sailed under the lee of Crete, opposite
Salmone.

8With difficulty sailing along it we came
to a certain place called Fair Havens, near
the city of Lasea.

9 When much time had passed and the
voyage was now dangerous because the
Fast had now already gone by, Paul ad-
monished them

10 and said to them, “Sirs, I perceive that
the voyage will be with injury and much
loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but
also of our lives.”

11 But the centurion gave more heed to
the master and to the owner of the ship
than to those thingswhichwere spoken by
Paul.

12 Because the haven was not suitable
to winter in, the majority advised going to
sea from there, if by anymeans they could
reach Phoenix and winter there, which
is a port of Crete, looking southwest and
northwest.

13 When the south wind blew softly,
supposing that they had obtained their
purpose, they weighed anchor and sailed
along Crete, close to shore.

14 But before long, a stormy wind beat
down from shore, which is called Euro-
clydon.†

† 27:14Or, “a northeaster”.



Acts 27:15 1400 Acts 27:43

15 When the ship was caught and
couldn’t face the wind, we gave way to it
and were driven along.

16Runningunder the leeofa small island
called Clauda, we were able, with diffi-
culty, to secure the boat.

17After they had hoisted it up, they used
cables to help reinforce the ship. Fearing
that they would run aground on the Syrtis
sand bars, they lowered the sea anchor,
and so were driven along.

18 As we labored exceedingly with the
storm, the next day they began to throw
things overboard.

19 On the third day, they threw out the
ship’s tackle with their own hands.

20When neither sun nor stars shone on
us for many days, and no small storm
pressed on us, all hope that we would be
saved was now taken away.

21 When they had been long without
food, Paul stood up in the middle of them
and said, “Sirs, you should have listened to
me, and not have set sail from Crete and
have gotten this injury and loss.

22NowI exhort you to cheerup, for there
will be no loss of life among you, but only
of the ship.

23 For there stood by me this night an
angel, belonging to theGodwhose Iamand
whom I serve,

24 saying, ‘Don’t be afraid, Paul. You
must stand before Caesar. Behold, God has
granted you all those who sail with you.’

25Therefore, sirs, cheer up! For I believe
God, that it will be just as it has been spo-
ken to me.

26But wemust run aground on a certain
island.”

27 But when the fourteenth night had
come, as we were driven back and forth
in the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the
sailors surmised that they were drawing
near to some land.

28 They took soundings and found
twenty fathoms.‡ After a little while, they
took soundings again, and found fifteen
fathoms.§

29 Fearing that we would run aground
on rocky ground, they let go four anchors
from the stern, and wished for daylight.

30 As the sailors were trying to flee out
of the ship and had lowered the boat into
the sea, pretending that theywould lay out
anchors from the bow,

31 Paul said to the centurion and to the
soldiers, “Unless these stay in the ship, you
can’t be saved.”

32Then the soldiers cut away the ropesof
the boat and let it fall off.

33 While the day was coming on, Paul
begged them all to take some food, saying,
“Today is the fourteenth day that you wait
and continue fasting, having taken noth-
ing.

34Therefore I beg you to take some food,
for this is for your safety; for not a hairwill
perish from any of your heads.”

35When he had said this and had taken
bread, he gave thanks to God in the pres-
ence of all; then he broke it and began to
eat.

36Then theyall cheeredup, and theyalso
took food.

37 In all, we were two hundred seventy-
six souls on the ship.

38 When they had eaten enough, they
lightened the ship, throwing out thewheat
into the sea.

39When itwas day, they didn’t recognize
the land, but they noticed a certain bay
with a beach, and they decided to try to
drive the ship onto it.

40Casting off the anchors, they left them
in the sea, at the same time untying the
rudder ropes. Hoisting up the foresail to
the wind, theymade for the beach.

41 But coming to a place where two seas
met, they ran the vessel aground. The bow
struck and remained immovable, but the
stern began to break up by the violence of
the waves.

42 The soldiers’ counsel was to kill the
prisoners, so that none of them would
swim out and escape.

43 But the centurion, desiring to save
Paul, stopped them from their purpose,
and commanded that those who could

‡ 27:28 20 fathoms = 120 feet = 36.6 meters § 27:28 15 fathoms = 90 feet = 27.4 meters
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swim should throw themselves overboard
first to go toward the land;

44 and the rest should follow, some on
planks and some on other things from the
ship. So they all escaped safely to the land.

28
1 When we had escaped, then they†

learned that the island was calledMalta.
2 The natives showed us uncommon

kindness; for they kindled a fire and re-
ceived us all, because of the present rain
and because of the cold.

3 But when Paul had gathered a bundle
of sticks and laid them on the fire, a viper
came out because of the heat and fastened
on his hand.

4 When the natives saw the creature
hanging from his hand, they said to one
another, “No doubt thisman is amurderer,
whom, though he has escaped from the
sea, yet Justice has not allowed to live.”

5However he shook off the creature into
the fire, and wasn’t harmed.

6 But they expected that he would have
swollen or fallen down dead suddenly,
but when they watched for a long time
and saw nothing bad happen to him, they
changed their minds and said that he was
a god.

7Now in the neighborhood of that place
were lands belonging to the chief man
of the island, named Publius, who re-
ceived us and courteously entertained us
for three days.

8 The father of Publius lay sick of fever
and dysentery. Paul entered in to him,
prayed, and laying his hands on him,
healed him.

9Then when this was done, the rest also
who had diseases in the island came and
were cured.

10They also honored us with many hon-
ors; andwhenwe sailed, theyput onboard
the things that we needed.

11 After three months, we set sail in a
ship of Alexandria which had wintered
in the island, whose figurehead was “The
Twin Brothers.”

12Touching at Syracuse, we stayed there
three days.

13 From there we circled around and
arrived at Rhegium. After one day, a south
wind sprang up, and on the second daywe
came to Puteoli,

14where we found brothers,‡ and were
entreated to staywith them for sevendays.
So we came to Rome.

15 From there the brothers, when they
heard of us, came to meet us as far as The
Market of Appius and The Three Taverns.
When Paul saw them, he thanked God and
took courage.

16When we entered into Rome, the cen-
turion delivered the prisoners to the cap-
tain of the guard, but Paul was allowed
to stay by himself with the soldier who
guarded him.

17 After three days Paul called together
those who were the leaders of the Jews.
When they had come together, he said
to them, “I, brothers, though I had done
nothing against the people or the customs
of our fathers, still was delivered prisoner
from Jerusalem into the hands of the Ro-
mans,

18 who, when they had examined me,
desired to set me free, because there was
no cause of death inme.

19 But when the Jews spoke against it, I
was constrained to appeal to Caesar, not
that I had anything about which to accuse
my nation.

20 For this cause therefore I asked to see
you and to speak with you. For because
of the hope of Israel I am bound with this
chain.”

21They said tohim, “Weneither received
letters from Judea concerning you, nor did
any of the brothers come here and report
or speak any evil of you.

22 But we desire to hear from you what
you think. For, as concerning this sect, it is
known to us that everywhere it is spoken
against.”

23When they had appointed him a day,
many people came to him at his lodging.
He explained to them, testifying about
God’s Kingdom, and persuading them con-
cerning Jesus, both from the law of Moses

† 28:1 NU reads “we” ‡ 28:14 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly
translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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and fromtheprophets, frommorninguntil
evening.

24 Some believed the things which were
spoken, and some disbelieved.

25When they didn’t agree among them-
selves, they departed after Paul had spo-
ken one message: “The Holy Spirit spoke
rightly through Isaiah the prophet to our
fathers,

26 saying,
‘Go to this people and say,
in hearing, you will hear,

but will in no way understand.
In seeing, you will see,

but will in no way perceive.
27 For this people’s heart has grown cal-

lous.
Their ears are dull of hearing.
Their eyes they have closed.

Lest they should see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,
and would turn again,
then I would heal them.’*

28 “Be it known therefore to you that the
salvation of God is sent to the nations, and
they will listen.”

29 When he had said these words, the
Jews departed, having a great dispute
among themselves.§

30 Paul stayed two whole years in his
own rented house and received all who
were coming to him,

31 preaching God’s Kingdom and teach-
ing the things concerning the Lord Je-
sus Christ with all boldness, without hin-
drance.

* 28:27 Isaiah 6:9-10 § 28:29NU omits verse 29.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Romans

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ,† called to
be an apostle, set apart for the Good News
of God,

2which he promised before through his
prophets in the holy Scriptures,

3 concerning his Son, who was born of
the offspring‡ of David according to the
flesh,

4who was declared to be the Son of God
with power according to the Spirit of ho-
liness, by the resurrection from the dead,
Jesus Christ our Lord,

5 through whom we received grace and
apostleship for obedience of faith among
all the nations for his name’s sake;

6 among whom you are also called to
belong to Jesus Christ;

7 to all who are in Rome, beloved of God,
called to be saints: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus
Christ for all of you, that your faith is pro-
claimed throughout the whole world.

9For God is mywitness, whom I serve in
my spirit in the GoodNews of his Son, how
unceasingly Imakemention of you always
inmy prayers,

10requesting, if byanymeansnowat last
I may be prospered by the will of God to
come to you.

11For I long to see you, that Imay impart
to you some spiritual gift, to the end that
youmay be established;

12 that is, that I with youmay be encour-
aged in you, each of us by the other’s faith,
both yours andmine.

13 Now I don’t desire to have you un-
aware, brothers, that I often planned to
come toyou (andwashindered so far), that
I might have some fruit among you also,
even as among the rest of the Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to Greeks and to for-
eigners, both to thewise and to the foolish.

15 So as much as is in me, I am eager to
preach the Good News to you also who are
in Rome.

16 For I am not ashamed of the Good
News of Christ, because it is the power of
God for salvation for everyone who be-
lieves, for the Jew first, and also for the
Greek.

17 For in it is revealed God’s righteous-
ness from faith to faith. As it is written,
“But the righteous shall live by faith.”*

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and un-
righteousness of men who suppress the
truth in unrighteousness,

19 because that which is known of God
is revealed in them, for God revealed it to
them.

20 For the invisible things of him since
the creation of the world are clearly seen,
being perceived through the things that
are made, even his everlasting power and
divinity, that theymay be without excuse.

21Because knowing God, they didn’t glo-
rify himasGod, anddidn’t give thanks, but
became vain in their reasoning, and their
senseless heart was darkened.

22Professing themselves to bewise, they
became fools,

23 and traded the glory of the incorrupt-
ible God for the likeness of an image of
corruptible man, and of birds, four-footed
animals, and creeping things.

24 Therefore God also gave them up in
the lusts of their hearts to uncleanness,
that their bodies should be dishonored
among themselves;

25who exchanged the truth of God for a
lie, andworshipedand served the creature
rather than the Creator, who is blessed
forever. Amen.

26 For this reason, God gave them up to
vile passions. For their women changed
the natural function into that which is
against nature.

27 Likewise also the men, leaving the
natural function of the woman, burned in
their lust toward one another, men doing
what is inappropriate with men, and re-
ceiving in themselves the due penalty of
their error.

† 1:1 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:3 or, seed * 1:17Habakkuk 2:4
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28 Even as they refused to have God in
their knowledge, God gave them up to a
reprobate mind, to do those things which
are not fitting;

29 being filled with all unrighteousness,
sexual immorality, wickedness, covetous-
ness, malice; full of envy, murder, strife,
deceit, evil habits, secret slanderers,

30 backbiters, hateful to God, insolent,
arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents,

31 without understanding, covenant
breakers,without natural affection, unfor-
giving, unmerciful;

32 who, knowing the ordinance of God,
that those who practice such things are
worthy of death, not only do the same, but
also approve of those who practice them.

2
1 Therefore you are without excuse, O

man, whoever you are who judge. For in
that which you judge another, you con-
demnyourself. For youwho judgepractice
the same things.

2 We know that the judgment of God is
according to truth against those who prac-
tice such things.

3 Do you think this, O man who judges
those who practice such things, and do the
same, that youwill escape the judgment of
God?

4 Or do you despise the riches of his
goodness, forbearance, and patience, not
knowing that the goodness of God leads
you to repentance?

5 But according to your hardness and
unrepentant heart you are treasuring up
for yourself wrath in the day of wrath,
revelation, and of the righteous judgment
of God,

6who “will pay back to everyone accord-
ing to their works:”*

7 to those who by perseverance in well-
doing seek for glory, honor, and incorrupt-
ibility, eternal life;

8 but to those who are self-seeking and
don’t obey the truth, butobeyunrighteous-
ness, will be wrath, indignation,

9 oppression, and anguish on every soul
of man who does evil, to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek.

10But glory, honor, and peace go to every
man who does good, to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek.

11For there is no partiality with God.
12 For as many as have sinned without

the lawwill also perishwithout the law. As
many as have sinned under the lawwill be
judged by the law.

13 For it isn’t the hearers of the law who
are righteous before God, but the doers of
the lawwill be justified

14 (for when Gentiles who don’t have the
law do by nature the things of the law,
these, not having the law, are a law to
themselves,

15 in that they show the work of the law
written in their hearts, their conscience
testifying with them, and their thoughts
among themselves accusing or else excus-
ing them)

16 in the day when God will judge the se-
crets of men, according to my Good News,
by Jesus Christ.

17 Indeed you bear the name of a Jew,
rest on the law, glory in God,

18 know his will, and approve the things
that are excellent, being instructed out of
the law,

19 and are confident that you yourself
areaguideof theblind, a light to thosewho
are in darkness,

20 a corrector of the foolish, a teacher
of babies, having in the law the form of
knowledge and of the truth.

21 You therefore who teach another,
don’t you teach yourself? You who preach
that a man shouldn’t steal, do you steal?

22 You who say a man shouldn’t commit
adultery, do you commit adultery? You
who abhor idols, do you rob temples?

23 You who glory in the law, do you dis-
honor God by disobeying the law?

24 For “the name of God is blasphemed
among the Gentiles because of you,” * just
as it is written.

25For circumcision indeed profits, if you
are a doer of the law, but if you are a

* 2:6 Psalms 62:12; Proverbs 24:12 * 2:24 Isaiah 52:5; Ezekiel 36:22
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transgressor of the law, your circumcision
has become uncircumcision.

26 If therefore the uncircumcised keep
the ordinances of the law, won’t his uncir-
cumcision be accounted as circumcision?

27Won’t those who are physically uncir-
cumcised, but fulfill the law, judge you,
whowith the letter and circumcision are a
transgressor of the law?

28 For he is not a Jew who is one out-
wardly, neither is that circumcisionwhich
is outward in the flesh;

29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly,
and circumcision is that of the heart, in the
spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not
frommen, but from God.

3
1 Then what advantage does the Jew

have? Or what is the profit of circumci-
sion?

2Much in everyway! Because first of all,
they were entrusted with the revelations
of God.

3 For what if some were without faith?
Will their lack of faith nullify the faithful-
ness of God?

4May it never be! Yes, let God be found
true, but everyman a liar. As it is written,
“that youmight be justified in your words,

andmightprevailwhenyoucome into
judgment.”*

5 But if our unrighteousness commends
the righteousness of God, what will we
say? Is God unrighteous who inflicts
wrath? I speak like men do.

6May it never be! For then howwill God
judge the world?

7 For if the truth of God through my lie
abounded to his glory, why am I also still
judged as a sinner?

8 Why not (as we are slanderously re-
ported, and as some affirm that we say),
“Let’s do evil, that goodmay come?” Those
who say so are justly condemned.

9 What then? Are we better than they?
No, in no way. For we previously warned
both Jews and Greeks that they are all un-
der sin.

10As it is written,
“There is no one righteous;

no, not one.
11There is no one who understands.

There is no one who seeks after God.
12They have all turned away.

They have together become unprof-
itable.

There is no one who does good,
no, not so much as one.”*

13 “Their throat is an open tomb.
With their tongues they have used de-
ceit.”*

“The poison of vipers is under their lips.”*
14 “Their mouth is full of cursing and
bitterness.”*

15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood.
16Destruction and misery are in their
ways.

17 The way of peace, they haven’t
known.”*

18 “There is no fear of God before their
eyes.”*

19 Now we know that whatever things
the law says, it speaks to those who are
under the law, that every mouth may be
closed, and all the world may be brought
under the judgment of God.

20 Because by the works of the law, no
flesh will be justified in his sight; for
through the law comes the knowledge of
sin.

21 But now apart from the law, a righ-
teousness of God has been revealed, being
testified by the law and the prophets;

22even the righteousness ofGod through
faith in Jesus Christ to all and on all those
who believe. For there is no distinction,

23 forall have sinned, and fall shortof the
glory of God;

24 being justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus,

25 whom God sent to be an atoning
sacrifice† through faith in his blood, for
a demonstration of his righteousness
through the passing over of prior sins, in
God’s forbearance;

* 3:4Psalms51:4 * 3:12Psalms14:1-3; 53:1-3; Ecclesiastes 7:20 * 3:13Psalms5:9 * 3:13Psalms140:3 * 3:14
Psalms 10:7 * 3:17 Isaiah 59:7-8 * 3:18 Psalms 36:1 † 3:25 or, a propitiation
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26 to demonstrate his righteousness at
this present time, that hemight himself be
just and the justifier of him who has faith
in Jesus.

27 Where then is the boasting? It is ex-
cluded. By what kind of law? Of works?
No, but by a law of faith.

28 We maintain therefore that a man is
justified by faith apart from the works of
the law.

29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Isn’t
he theGodofGentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles
also,

30 since indeed there is one Godwhowill
justify the circumcised by faith and the
uncircumcised through faith.

31 Do we then nullify the law through
faith? May itneverbe! No,weestablish the
law.

4
1 What then will we say that Abraham,

our forefather, has found according to the
flesh?

2For if Abrahamwas justified by works,
he has something to boast about, but not
toward God.

3Forwhatdoes theScripture say? “Abra-
hambelievedGod, and itwas accounted to
him for righteousness.”*

4 Now to him who works, the reward
is not counted as grace, but as something
owed.

5 But to him who doesn’t work, but be-
lieves in himwho justifies the ungodly, his
faith is accounted for righteousness.

6 Even as David also pronounces bless-
ing on the man to whom God counts righ-
teousness apart fromworks:
7 “Blessed are they whose iniquities are

forgiven,
whose sins are covered.

8Blessed is themanwhom the Lordwill by
nomeans charge with sin.” *

9 Is this blessing then pronounced only
on the circumcised, or on the uncircum-
cised also? For we say that faith was ac-
counted to Abraham for righteousness.

10 How then was it counted? When
he was in circumcision, or in uncircumci-
sion? Not in circumcision, but in uncir-
cumcision.

11He received the sign of circumcision, a
seal of the righteousness of the faithwhich
he had while he was in uncircumcision,
that hemight be the father of all thosewho
believe, though they might be in uncir-
cumcision, that righteousness might also
be accounted to them.

12 He is the father of circumcision to
thosewhonot only areof the circumcision,
but who also walk in the steps of that faith
of our father Abraham, which he had in
uncircumcision.

13 For the promise to Abraham and to
his offspring that he would be heir of the
worldwasn’t through the law, but through
the righteousness of faith.

14 For if those who are of the law are
heirs, faith is made void, and the promise
is made of no effect.

15For the lawproduceswrath; forwhere
there is no law, neither is there disobedi-
ence.

16 For this cause it is of faith, that it may
be according to grace, to the end that the
promise may be sure to all the offspring,
not to that only which is of the law, but to
that also which is of the faith of Abraham,
who is the father of us all.

17 As it is written, “I have made you a
father of many nations.”* This is in the
presence of him whom he believed: God,
who gives life to the dead, and calls the
things that are not, as though they were.

18 Against hope, Abraham in hope be-
lieved, to the end that he might become a
father of many nations, according to that
which had been spoken, “So will your off-
spring be.”*

19 Without being weakened in faith, he
didn’t consider his own body, already hav-
ing been worn out, (he being about a
hundred years old), and the deadness of
Sarah’s womb.

20 Yet, looking to the promise of God, he
didn’t waver through unbelief, but grew
strong through faith, giving glory to God,

* 4:3 Genesis 15:6 * 4:8 Psalms 32:1-2 * 4:17 Genesis 17:5 * 4:18 Genesis 15:5 * 4:22 Genesis 15:6
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21 and being fully assured that what he
hadpromised, hewasalso able toperform.

22Therefore it also was “credited to him
for righteousness.”*

23 Now it was not written that it was
accounted to him for his sake alone,

24but forour sakealso, towhomitwill be
accounted, who believe in himwho raised
Jesus our Lord from the dead,

25 who was delivered up for our tres-
passes, andwasraised forour justification.

5
1 Being therefore justified by faith, we

have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ;

2 throughwhomwe also have our access
by faith into this grace in which we stand.
We rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

3 Not only this, but we also rejoice in
our sufferings, knowing that sufferingpro-
duces perseverance;

4 and perseverance, proven character;
and proven character, hope;

5 and hope doesn’t disappoint us, be-
cause God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who was
given to us.

6Forwhilewewereyetweak, at the right
time Christ died for the ungodly.

7 For one will hardly die for a righteous
man. Yet perhaps for a good person some-
one would even dare to die.

8 But God commends his own love to-
ward us, in thatwhilewewere yet sinners,
Christ died for us.

9 Much more then, being now justified
by his blood, we will be saved from God’s
wrath through him.

10For ifwhilewewereenemies,wewere
reconciled to God through the death of his
Son, muchmore, being reconciled, wewill
be saved by his life.

11Not only so, but we also rejoice in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whomwe have now received the reconcil-
iation.

12 Therefore, as sin entered into the
world through one man, and death
through sin, so death passed to all men
because all sinned.

13For until the law, sin was in theworld;
but sin is not chargedwhen there is no law.

14 Nevertheless death reigned from
Adam until Moses, even over those whose
sins weren’t like Adam’s disobedience,
who is a foreshadowing of him who was
to come.

15But the free gift isn’t like the trespass.
For if by the trespass of the one the many
died, much more did the grace of God and
the gift by the grace of the one man, Jesus
Christ, abound to themany.

16 The gift is not as through one who
sinned; for the judgment came by one to
condemnation, but the free gift followed
many trespasses to justification.

17For if by the trespass of the one, death
reigned through the one; so much more
will those who receive the abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteousness reign
in life through the one, Jesus Christ.

18 So then as through one trespass, all
men were condemned; even so through
one act of righteousness, all menwere jus-
tified to life.

19 For as through the one man’s disobe-
dience many were made sinners, even so
through the obedience of the one, many
will be made righteous.

20 The law came in that the trespass
might abound; but where sin abounded,
grace aboundedmore exceedingly,

21 that as sin reigned in death, even so
grace might reign through righteousness
to eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

6
1What shall we say then? Shall we con-

tinue in sin, that grace may abound?
2 May it never be! We who died to sin,

how could we live in it any longer?
3 Or don’t you know that all of us who

were baptized into Christ Jesus were bap-
tized into his death?

4 We were buried therefore with him
through baptism into death, that just as
Christ was raised from the dead through
the glory of the Father, so we also might
walk in newness of life.
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5For if we have become unitedwith him
in the likeness of his death, we will also be
part of his resurrection;

6 knowing this, that our old man was
crucified with him, that the body of sin
mightbedoneawaywith, so thatwewould
no longer be in bondage to sin.

7 For he who has died has been freed
from sin.

8 But if we died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with him,

9knowing that Christ, being raised from
the dead, dies no more. Death no longer
has dominion over him!

10 For the death that he died, he died to
sin one time; but the life that he lives, he
lives to God.

11 Thus consider yourselves also to be
dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

12 Therefore don’t let sin reign in your
mortal body, that you should obey it in its
lusts.

13Also, do not present your members to
sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but
present yourselves toGodasalive fromthe
dead, andyourmembersas instruments of
righteousness to God.

14 For sin will not have dominion over
you, for you are not under law, but under
grace.

15What then? Shall we sin because we
are not under law but under grace? May it
never be!

16Don’t youknow thatwhenyoupresent
yourselves as servants and obey someone,
you are the servants of whomever you
obey, whether of sin to death, or of obedi-
ence to righteousness?

17 But thanks be to God that, whereas
youwere bondservants of sin, you became
obedient from the heart to that form of
teaching to which you were delivered.

18Beingmade free from sin, you became
bondservants of righteousness.

19 I speak in human terms because of
the weakness of your flesh; for as you pre-
sented your members as servants to un-
cleanness and towickedness uponwicked-
ness, even so now present your members

as servants to righteousness for sanctifica-
tion.

20 For when you were servants of sin,
you were free from righteousness.

21 What fruit then did you have at that
time in the things of which you are now
ashamed? For the end of those things is
death.

22Butnow, beingmade free fromsin and
having become servants of God, you have
your fruit of sanctificationand theresult of
eternal life.

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

7
1 Or don’t you know, brothers† (for I

speak to men who know the law), that the
law has dominion over a man for as long
as he lives?

2 For the woman that has a husband is
bound by law to the husband while he
lives, but if the husband dies, she is dis-
charged from the law of the husband.

3 So then if, while the husband lives, she
is joined to another man, she would be
called an adulteress. But if the husband
dies, she is free from the law, so that she
is no adulteress, though she is joined to
another man.

4 Therefore, my brothers, you also were
made dead to the law through the body
of Christ, that you would be joined to an-
other, to him who was raised from the
dead, that wemight produce fruit to God.

5 For when we were in the flesh, the
sinful passions which were through the
law worked in our members to bring out
fruit to death.

6Butnowwehavebeendischarged from
the law, having died to that in which we
were held; so that we serve in newness of
the spirit, and not in oldness of the letter.

7What shall we say then? Is the law sin?
May it never be! However, I wouldn’t have
known sin except through the law. For I
wouldn’t have known coveting unless the
law had said, “You shall not covet.”*

† 7:1 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.” * 7:7 Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21
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8 But sin, finding occasion through the
commandment, produced in me all kinds
of coveting. For apart from the law, sin is
dead.

9 I was alive apart from the law once,
but when the commandment came, sin
revived and I died.

10The commandmentwhichwas for life,
this I found to be for death;

11 for sin, finding occasion through the
commandment, deceivedme, and through
it killedme.

12 Therefore the law indeed is holy, and
the commandment holy, righteous, and
good.

13 Did then that which is good become
death tome? May it never be! But sin, that
itmight be shown to be sin, was producing
death in me through that which is good;
that through the commandment sin might
become exceedingly sinful.

14 For we know that the law is spiritual,
but I am fleshly, sold under sin.

15 For I don’t understand what I am do-
ing. For I don’t practicewhat I desire to do;
but what I hate, that I do.

16 But if what I don’t desire, that I do, I
consent to the law that it is good.

17So now it is nomore I that do it, but sin
which dwells in me.

18 For I know that in me, that is, in my
flesh, dwells no good thing. For desire is
present with me, but I don’t find it doing
that which is good.

19 For the good which I desire, I don’t
do; but the evil which I don’t desire, that I
practice.

20But if what I don’t desire, that I do, it is
nomore I that do it, but sinwhichdwells in
me.

21 I find then the law that, while I desire
to do good, evil is present.

22 For I delight in God’s law after the
inward person,

23 but I see a different law in my mem-
bers, warring against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captivity under the
law of sin which is in mymembers.

24What a wretched man I am! Who will
deliver me out of the body of this death?

25 I thank God through Jesus Christ, our
Lord! So thenwith themind, Imyself serve
God’s law, but with the flesh, sin’s law.

8
1 There is therefore now no condemna-

tion to those who are in Christ Jesus, who
don’t walk according to the flesh, but ac-
cording to the Spirit.†

2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesusmademe free from the lawof sin and
of death.

3 For what the law couldn’t do, in that it
wasweak through the flesh, God did, send-
ing his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the
flesh,

4 that the ordinance of the law might be
fulfilled in us who don’t walk according to
the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

5 For those who live according to the
flesh set their minds on the things of the
flesh, but those who live according to the
Spirit, the things of the Spirit.

6 For the mind of the flesh is death, but
themind of the Spirit is life and peace;

7because the mind of the flesh is hostile
toward God, for it is not subject to God’s
law, neither indeed can it be.

8 Those who are in the flesh can’t please
God.

9 But you are not in the flesh but in the
Spirit, if it is so that the Spirit of God dwells
in you. But if any man doesn’t have the
Spirit of Christ, he is not his.

10 If Christ is in you, the body is dead be-
cause of sin, but the spirit is alive because
of righteousness.

11 But if the Spirit of him who raised up
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised up Christ Jesus from the dead will
also give life to yourmortal bodies through
his Spirit who dwells in you.

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not
to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

13For if you live after the flesh, youmust
die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live.

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of
God, these are children of God.

† 8:1NU omits “who don’t walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit”
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15 For you didn’t receive the spirit of
bondage again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry,
“Abba!‡ Father!”

16 The Spirit himself testifies with our
spirit that we are children of God;

17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of
God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed
we suffer with him, that we may also be
glorified with him.

18 For I consider that the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which will be
revealed toward us.

19 For the creation waits with eager ex-
pectation for the children of God to be
revealed.

20For the creation was subjected to van-
ity, not of its own will, but because of him
who subjected it, in hope

21 that the creation itself also will be
delivered from the bondage of decay into
the liberty of the glory of the children of
God.

22 For we know that the whole creation
groans and travails in pain together until
now.

23 Not only so, but ourselves also, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting
for adoption, the redemption of our body.

24 For we were saved in hope, but hope
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
that which he sees?

25But if we hope for that whichwe don’t
see, we wait for it with patience.

26 In the same way, the Spirit also helps
ourweaknesses, for we don’t knowhow to
pray as we ought. But the Spirit himself
makes intercession for us with groanings
which can’t be uttered.

27 He who searches the hearts knows
what is on the Spirit’s mind, because he
makes intercession for the saints accord-
ing to God.

28Weknow that all thingswork together
for good for those who love God, for those
who are called according to his purpose.

29 For whom he foreknew, he also pre-
destined to be conformed to the image of
his Son, that he might be the firstborn
amongmany brothers.§

30 Whom he predestined, those he also
called. Whom he called, those he also
justified. Whom he justified, those he also
glorified.

31 What then shall we say about these
things? If God is for us, who can be against
us?

32He who didn’t spare his own Son, but
delivered him up for us all, how would he
not also with him freely give us all things?

33 Who could bring a charge against
God’s chosen ones? It is God who justifies.

34Who is he who condemns? It is Christ
who died, yes rather, whowas raised from
the dead, who is at the right hand of God,
who also makes intercession for us.

35Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Could oppression, or anguish, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword?

36Even as it is written,
“For your sake we are killed all day long.

We were accounted as sheep for the
slaughter.”*

37No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through himwho loved us.
38 For I am persuaded that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor
powers,
39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other
created thing will be able to separate us
fromGod’s lovewhich is inChrist Jesusour
Lord.

9
1 I tell the truth in Christ. I am not lying,

my conscience testifying with me in the
Holy Spirit

2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing
pain inmy heart.

3 For I could wish that I myself were ac-
cursed from Christ for my brothers’ sake,
my relatives according to the flesh

‡ 8:15Abba is anAramaicword for “Father” or “Daddy”, which can be used affectionately and respectfully in prayer
to our Father in heaven. § 8:29 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly
translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” * 8:36 Psalms 44:22
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4who are Israelites; whose is the adop-
tion, the glory, the covenants, the giving of
the law, the service, and the promises;

5 of whom are the fathers, and from
whom is Christ as concerning the flesh,
who is over all, God, blessed forever.
Amen.

6But it is not as though the word of God
has come to nothing. For they are not all
Israel that are of Israel.

7 Neither, because they are Abraham’s
offspring, are they all children. But,
“your offspring will be accounted as from
Isaac.”*

8That is, it is not the children of the flesh
who are children of God, but the children
of the promise are counted as heirs.

9 For this is a word of promise: “At the
appointed time I will come, and Sarah will
have a son.”*

10 Not only so, but Rebekah also con-
ceived by one, by our father Isaac.

11 For being not yet born, neither hav-
ing done anything good or bad, that the
purposeofGodaccording toelectionmight
stand, not of works, but of himwho calls,†

12 it was said to her, “The elderwill serve
the younger.”*

13Evenas it iswritten, “Jacob I loved, but
Esau I hated.”*

14What shall we say then? Is there un-
righteousness with God? May it never be!

15 For he said to Moses, “I will have
mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will
have compassion onwhom Ihave compas-
sion.”*

16So then it isnotofhimwhowills, norof
himwho runs, but of God who hasmercy.

17For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For
this very purpose I caused you to be raised
up, that Imight show inyoumypower, and
that my name might be proclaimed in all
the earth.”*

18 So then, he has mercy on whom he
desires, and he hardens whom he desires.

19 You will say then to me, “Why does
he still find fault? For who withstands his

will?”
20 But indeed, O man, who are you to

reply against God? Will the thing formed
askhimwho formed it, “Whydidyoumake
me like this?”*

21 Or hasn’t the potter a right over the
clay, from the same lump to make one
part a vessel for honor, and another for
dishonor?

22What if God, willing to showhis wrath
and to make his power known, endured
with much patience vessels of wrath pre-
pared for destruction,

23 and that he might make known the
riches of his glory on vessels of mercy,
which he prepared beforehand for glory—

24 us, whom he also called, not from the
Jews only, but also from the Gentiles?

25As he says also in Hosea,
“I will call them ‘my people,’ which were

not my people;
and her ‘beloved,’ who was not
beloved.”*

26 “It will be that in the place where it
was said to them, ‘You are not my
people,’

there they will be called ‘children of
the living God.’ ”*

27 Isaiah cries concerning Israel,
“If the number of the children of Israel are

as the sand of the sea,
it is the remnant whowill be saved;

28 forhewillfinish theworkandcut it short
in righteousness,

because the Lord will make a short
work upon the earth.”*

29As Isaiah has said before,
“Unless the Lord of Armies‡ had left us a

seed,
we would have become like Sodom,
and would have been made like Go-
morrah.”*

30 What shall we say then? That the
Gentiles,whodidn’t followafter righteous-
ness, attained to righteousness, even the
righteousness which is of faith;

* 9:7Genesis 21:12 * 9:9Genesis 18:10,14 † 9:11NUputs the phrase “not of works, but of himwho calls” at the
beginning of verse 12 instead of the end of verse 11. * 9:12Genesis 25:23 * 9:13Malachi 1:2-3 * 9:15 Exodus
33:19 * 9:17 Exodus 9:16 * 9:20 Isaiah 29:16; 45:9 * 9:25 Hosea 2:23 * 9:26 Hosea 1:10 * 9:28 Isaiah
10:22-23 ‡ 9:29 Greek: Sabaoth (or Hebrew: Tze’va’ot) * 9:29 Isaiah 1:9
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31 but Israel, following after a law of
righteousness, didn’t arrive at the law of
righteousness.

32 Why? Because they didn’t seek it by
faith, but as it were by works of the law.
They stumbled over the stumbling stone,

33 even as it is written,
“Behold,§ I lay in Zion a stumbling stone

and a rock of offense;
andnoonewhobelieves inhimwill be
disappointed.”*

10
1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and my

prayer toGod is for Israel, that theymaybe
saved.

2 For I testify about them that they have
a zeal for God, but not according to knowl-
edge.

3 For being ignorant of God’s righteous-
ness, and seeking to establish their own
righteousness, they didn’t subject them-
selves to the righteousness of God.

4 For Christ is the fulfillment† of the
law for righteousness to everyonewho be-
lieves.

5 For Moses writes about the righteous-
ness of the law, “The one who does them
will live by them.”*

6 But the righteousness which is of faith
says this, “Don’t say in your heart, ‘Who
will ascend into heaven?’* (that is, to bring
Christ down);

7 or, ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’*
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead.)”

8Butwhat does it say? “Theword is near
you, in your mouth and in your heart;”*
that is, the word of faith which we preach:

9 that if youwill confesswithyourmouth
that Jesus is Lord andbelieve in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved.

10For with the heart one believes result-
ing in righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made resulting in salvation.

11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever be-
lieves in himwill not be disappointed.”*

12 For there is no distinction between
Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord
of all, and is rich to all who call on him.

13For, “Whoever will call on the name of
the Lord will be saved.”*

14 How then will they call on him in
whom they have not believed? How will
they believe in him whom they have not
heard? How will they hear without a
preacher?

15And how will they preach unless they
are sent? As it is written:
“How beautiful are the feet of those who

preach the Good News of peace,
who bring glad tidings of good
things!”*

16 But they didn’t all listen to the glad
news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has
believed our report?”*

17So faithcomesbyhearing, andhearing
by the word of God.

18 But I say, didn’t they hear? Yes, most
certainly,
“Their soundwent out into all the earth,

their words to the ends of theworld.”*
19 But I ask, didn’t Israel know? First

Moses says,
“I will provoke you to jealousy with that

which is no nation.
I will make you angry with a nation
void of understanding.”*

20 Isaiah is very bold and says,
“I was found by those who didn’t seekme.

I was revealed to those who didn’t ask
for me.”*

21But about Israel he says, “All day long
I stretched out my hands to a disobedient
and contrary people.”*

11
1 I ask then, did God reject his people?

May it never be! For I also am an Israelite,
a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of
Benjamin.

§ 9:33 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
* 9:33 Isaiah 8:14; 28:16 † 10:4 or, completion, or end * 10:5 Leviticus 18:5 * 10:6 Deuteronomy 30:12
* 10:7Deuteronomy 30:13 * 10:8Deuteronomy 30:14 * 10:11 Isaiah 28:16 * 10:13 Joel 2:32 * 10:15 Isaiah
52:7 * 10:16 Isaiah 53:1 * 10:18 Psalms 19:4 * 10:19 Deuteronomy 32:21 * 10:20 Isaiah 65:1 * 10:21
Isaiah 65:2
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2 God didn’t reject his people, whom
he foreknew. Or don’t you know what
the Scripture says about Elijah? How he
pleads with God against Israel:

3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets.
They have broken down your altars. I am
left alone, and they seekmy life.”*

4But how does God answer him? “I have
reserved for myself seven thousand men
who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”*

5 Even so too at this present time also
there is a remnant according to the elec-
tion of grace.

6 And if by grace, then it is no longer of
works; otherwise grace is no longer grace.
But if it is of works, it is no longer grace;
otherwise work is no longer work.

7What then? Thatwhich Israel seeks for,
that he didn’t obtain, but the chosen ones
obtained it, and the rest were hardened.

8 According as it is written, “God gave
them a spirit of stupor, eyes that they
should not see, and ears that they should
not hear, to this very day.” *

9David says,
“Let their table bemade a snare, a trap,

a stumbling block, and a retribution to
them.

10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they
may not see.

Always keep their backs bent.”*
11 I ask then, did they stumble that they

might fall? May it never be! But by their
fall salvation has come to the Gentiles, to
provoke them to jealousy.

12 Now if their fall is the riches of the
world, and their loss the riches of the Gen-
tiles, howmuchmore their fullness!

13 For I speak to you who are Gentiles.
Since then as I am an apostle to Gentiles, I
glorify myministry,

14 if by any means I may provoke to jeal-
ousy thosewhoaremyflesh, andmay save
some of them.

15 For if the rejection of them is the rec-
onciling of the world, what would their
acceptance be, but life from the dead?

16 If the first fruit is holy, so is the lump.
If the root is holy, so are the branches.

17But if some of the branches were bro-
ken off, and you, being a wild olive, were
grafted in among them and became par-
taker with them of the root and of the
richness of the olive tree,

18 don’t boast over the branches. But if
you boast, remember that it is not youwho
support the root, but the root supports you.

19Youwill say then, “Brancheswere bro-
ken off, that I might be grafted in.”

20True; by their unbelief they were bro-
ken off, and you stand by your faith. Don’t
be conceited, but fear;

21 for if God didn’t spare the natural
branches, neither will he spare you.

22 See then the goodness and severity of
God. Toward those who fell, severity; but
toward you, goodness, if you continue in
his goodness; otherwise you also will be
cut off.

23 They also, if they don’t continue in
their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is
able to graft them in again.

24 For if you were cut out of that which
is by nature a wild olive tree, and were
grafted contrary tonature intoagoodolive
tree, howmuchmorewill these, which are
the natural branches, be grafted into their
own olive tree?

25 For I don’t desire you to be ignorant,
brothers,† of this mystery, so that you
won’t be wise in your own conceits, that a
partial hardening has happened to Israel,
until the fullness of the Gentiles has come
in,

26and so all Israel will be saved. Even as
it is written,
“There will come out of Zion the Deliverer,

and he will turn away ungodliness
from Jacob.

27This is my covenant with them,
when I will take away their sins.”*

28 Concerning the Good News, they are
enemies for your sake. But concerning the
election, they are beloved for the fathers’
sake.

* 11:3 1 Kings 19:10,14 * 11:4 1 Kings 19:18 * 11:8Deuteronomy 29:4; Isaiah 29:10 * 11:10 Psalms 69:22,23
† 11:25 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and
sisters” or “siblings.” * 11:27 Isaiah 59:20-21; 27:9; Jeremiah 31:33-34
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29For the gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable.

30For as you in time past were disobedi-
ent to God, but now have obtained mercy
by their disobedience,

31 even so these also have now been dis-
obedient, that by the mercy shown to you
theymay also obtainmercy.

32ForGodhas boundall to disobedience,
that hemight havemercy on all.

33Oh the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and the knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments, and his
ways past tracing out!
34 “For who has known the mind of the

Lord?
Or who has been his counselor?”*

35 “Orwho has first given to him,
and it will be repaid to him again?”*

36Forofhimand throughhimand tohim
are all things. To him be the glory for ever!
Amen.

12
1 Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the

mercies of God, to present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service.

2 Don’t be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, so that you may prove what is the
good, well-pleasing, and perfect will of
God.

3 For I say through the grace that was
given me, to everyone who is among you,
not to think of yourself more highly than
you ought to think; but to think reason-
ably, as God has apportioned to each per-
son ameasure of faith.

4For even as we havemanymembers in
one body, and all the members don’t have
the same function,

5 so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually members of one
another,

6 having gifts differing according to the
grace that was given to us: if prophecy,
let’s prophesy according to the proportion
of our faith;

7 or service, let’s give ourselves to ser-
vice; or he who teaches, to his teaching;

8 or he who exhorts, to his exhorting; he
who gives, let himdo it with generosity; he
who rules, with diligence; he who shows
mercy, with cheerfulness.

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor
that which is evil. Cling to that which is
good.

10 In love of the brothers be tenderly af-
fectionate to one another; in honor prefer
one another,

11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in
spirit, serving the Lord,

12 rejoicing in hope, enduring in trou-
bles, continuing steadfastly in prayer,

13 contributing to the needs of the saints,
and given to hospitality.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless,
and don’t curse.

15 Rejoice with those who rejoice. Weep
with those whoweep.

16 Be of the same mind one toward an-
other. Don’t set your mind on high things,
but associate with the humble. Don’t be
wise in your own conceits.

17 Repay no one evil for evil. Respect
what is honorable in the sight of all men.

18 If it is possible, as much as it is up to
you, be at peace with all men.

19 Don’t seek revenge yourselves,
beloved, but give place to God’s wrath. For
it is written, “Vengeance belongs to me; I
will repay, says the Lord.” *

20Therefore
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him.

If he is thirsty, give him a drink;
for in doing so, you will heap coals of
fire on his head.”*

21 Don’t be overcome by evil, but over-
come evil with good.

13
1 Let every soul be in subjection to the

higher authorities, for there is no author-
ity except from God, and those who exist
are ordained by God.

2 Therefore he who resists the author-
ity withstands the ordinance of God; and

* 11:34 Isaiah 40:13 * 11:35 Job 41:11 * 12:19 Deuteronomy 32:35 * 12:20 Proverbs 25:21-22
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those who withstand will receive to them-
selves judgment.

3 For rulers are not a terror to the good
work, but to the evil. Do you desire to have
no fear of the authority? Do that which
is good, and you will have praise from the
authority,

4 for he is a servant of God to you for
good. But if you do that which is evil, be
afraid, for he doesn’t bear the sword in
vain; for he is a servant of God, an avenger
for wrath to himwho does evil.

5Therefore you need to be in subjection,
not only because of the wrath, but also for
conscience’ sake.

6 For this reason you also pay taxes, for
they are servants of God’s service, contin-
ually doing this very thing.

7Thereforegiveeveryonewhatyouowe:
if you owe taxes, pay taxes; if customs,
then customs; if respect, then respect; if
honor, then honor.

8 Owe no one anything, except to love
oneanother; for hewho loveshis neighbor
has fulfilled the law.

9 For the commandments, “You shall
not commit adultery,” “You shall not mur-
der,” “You shall not steal,”† “You shall not
covet,” * and whatever other command-
ments there are, are all summed up in
this saying, namely, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.”*

10 Love doesn’t harm a neighbor. Love
therefore is the fulfillment of the law.

11 Do this, knowing the time, that it is
already time for you to awaken out of
sleep, for salvation is now nearer to us
than whenwe first believed.

12 The night is far gone, and the day is
near. Let’s therefore throw off the deeds
of darkness, and let’s put on the armor of
light.

13 Let’s walk properly, as in the day; not
in reveling anddrunkenness, not in sexual
promiscuity and lustful acts, and not in
strife and jealousy.

14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, for its
lusts.

14
1 Now accept one who is weak in faith,

but not for disputes over opinions.
2One man has faith to eat all things, but

he who is weak eats only vegetables.
3Don’t let himwhoeats despise himwho

doesn’t eat. Don’t let him who doesn’t eat
judge him who eats, for God has accepted
him.

4Who are you who judge another’s ser-
vant? To his own lord he stands or falls.
Yes, he will be made to stand, for God has
power to make him stand.

5One man esteems one day as more im-
portant. Another esteems every day alike.
Let each man be fully assured in his own
mind.

6Hewho observes the day, observes it to
the Lord; and hewho does not observe the
day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He
who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God
thanks. He who doesn’t eat, to the Lord he
doesn’t eat, and gives God thanks.

7 For none of us lives to himself, and
none dies to himself.

8 For if we live, we live to the Lord. Or if
we die, we die to the Lord. If therefore we
live or die, we are the Lord’s.

9 For to this end Christ died, rose, and
lived again, that he might be Lord of both
the dead and the living.

10 But you, why do you judge your
brother? Or you again,whydo youdespise
your brother? For we will all stand before
the judgment seat of Christ.

11For it is written,
“ ‘As I live,’ says theLord, ‘tomeeveryknee

will bow.
Every tongue will confess to God.’ ”*

12 So then each one of us will give ac-
count of himself to God.

13 Therefore let’s not judge one another
any more, but judge this rather, that no
man put a stumbling block in his brother’s
way, or an occasion for falling.

14 I know and am persuaded in the Lord
Jesus that nothing is unclean of itself; ex-
cept that to himwho considers anything to
be unclean, to him it is unclean.

† 13:9 TR adds “You shall not give false testimony,” * 13:9 Exodus 20:13-15,17; Deuteronomy 5:17-19,21 * 13:9
Leviticus 19:18 * 14:11 Isaiah 45:23
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15 Yet if because of food your brother is
grieved, you walk no longer in love. Don’t
destroy with your food him for whom
Christ died.

16Then don’t let your good be slandered,
17 for God’s Kingdom is not eating and

drinking, but righteousness, peace, and joy
in the Holy Spirit.

18 For he who serves Christ in these
things is acceptable to God and approved
bymen.

19So then, let’s follow after things which
make for peace, and things by which we
may build one another up.

20Don’t overthrowGod’swork for food’s
sake. All things indeed are clean, however
it is evil for that man who creates a stum-
bling block by eating.

21 It is good to not eat meat, drink wine,
nor do anything by which your brother
stumbles, is offended, or is made weak.

22Do you have faith? Have it to yourself
before God. Happy is hewho doesn’t judge
himself in that which he approves.

23But he who doubts is condemned if he
eats, because it isn’t of faith; andwhatever
is not of faith is sin.

24 Now to him who is able to establish
you according to my Good News and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery which has been
kept secret through long ages,

25 but now is revealed, and by the Scrip-
tures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the eternal God, ismade
known for obedience of faith to all the
nations;

26 to the only wise God, through Je-
sus Christ, to whom be the glory forever!
Amen.†

15
1Now we who are strong ought to bear

the weaknesses of the weak, and not to
please ourselves.

2 Let each one of us please his neighbor
for that which is good, to be building him
up.

3 For even Christ didn’t please himself.
But, as it is written, “The reproaches of
those who reproached you fell onme.”*

4 For whatever things were written be-
fore were written for our learning, that
through perseverance and through en-
couragement of the Scriptures we might
have hope.

5 Now the God of perseverance and of
encouragementgrantyou tobeof the same
mindwith one another according to Christ
Jesus,

6 that with one accord youmaywith one
mouth glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Therefore accept one another, even as
Christ also accepted you,† to the glory of
God.

8Now I say that Christ has been made a
servant of the circumcision for the truth of
God, that he might confirm the promises
given to the fathers,

9and that the Gentiles might glorify God
for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will give praise to you among

the Gentiles
and sing to your name.”*

10Again he says,
“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”*

11Again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles!

Let all the peoples praise him.”*
12Again, Isaiah says,

“There will be the root of Jesse,
hewhoarises to rule over theGentiles;
in him the Gentiles will hope.”*

13Nowmay the God of hope fill youwith
all joy andpeace inbelieving, that youmay
abound in hope in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

14 Imyself am also persuaded about you,
my brothers,‡ that you yourselves are full
of goodness, filledwith all knowledge, able
also to admonish others.

† 14:26 TR places verses 24-26 after Romans 16:24 as verses 25-27. * 15:3 Psalms 69:9 † 15:7 TR reads “us”
instead of “you” * 15:9 2 Samuel 22:50; Psalms 18:49 * 15:10 Deuteronomy 32:43 * 15:11 Psalms 117:1
* 15:12 Isaiah 11:10 ‡ 15:14 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly
translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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15 But I write the more boldly to you
in part as reminding you, because of the
grace that was given to me by God,

16 that I should be a servant of Christ
Jesus to the Gentiles, serving as a priest of
the Good News of God, that the offering up
of the Gentiles might be made acceptable,
sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

17 I have therefore my boasting in Christ
Jesus in things pertaining to God.

18 For I will not dare to speak of any
things except those which Christ worked
through me for the obedience of the Gen-
tiles, by word and deed,

19 in the power of signs and wonders,
in the power of God’s Spirit; so that from
Jerusalem and around as far as to Il-
lyricum, I have fully preached the Good
News of Christ;

20 yes, making it my aim to preach the
Good News, not where Christ was already
named, that I might not build on another’s
foundation.

21But, as it is written,
“They will see, to whom no news of him

came.
They who haven’t heard will under-
stand.”*

22 Therefore also I was hindered these
many times from coming to you,

23 but now, no longer having any place
in these regions, and having these many
years a longing to come to you,

24whenever I travel to Spain, I will come
to you. For I hope to see youonmy journey,
and tobehelpedonmyway therebyyou, if
first Imay enjoy your company for awhile.

25But now, I say, I amgoing to Jerusalem,
serving the saints.

26 For it has been the good pleasure of
Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain
contribution for the poor among the saints
who are at Jerusalem.

27 Yes, it has been their good pleasure,
and they are their debtors. For if the Gen-
tiles have been made partakers of their
spiritual things, they owe it to them also to
serve them inmaterial things.

28When therefore I have accomplished
this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I

will go on by way of you to Spain.
29 I know that when I come to you, I will

come in the fullness of the blessing of the
Good News of Christ.

30Now I beg you, brothers, by our Lord
Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit,
that you strive together with me in your
prayers to God for me,

31 that I may be delivered from those
who are disobedient in Judea, and that my
service which I have for Jerusalemmay be
acceptable to the saints,

32 that I may come to you in joy through
thewill of God, and togetherwith you, find
rest.

33Now the God of peace be with you all.
Amen.

16
1 I commend to you Phoebe, our sister,

who is a servant† of the assembly that is at
Cenchreae,

2 that you receive her in the Lord in a
way worthy of the saints, and that you as-
sist her in whatever matter she may need
from you, for she herself also has been a
helper of many, and of my own self.

3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow
workers in Christ Jesus,

4who risked their own necks formy life,
towhomnot only I give thanks, but also all
the assemblies of the Gentiles.

5 Greet the assembly that is in their
house. Greet Epaenetus, my beloved, who
is the first fruits of Achaia to Christ.

6Greet Mary, who laboredmuch for us.
7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my rel-

atives and my fellow prisoners, who are
notable among theapostles,whowerealso
in Christ before me.

8Greet Amplias, my beloved in the Lord.
9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in

Christ, and Stachys, my beloved.
10Greet Apelles, the approved in Christ.

Greet those who are of the household of
Aristobulus.

11 Greet Herodion, my kinsman. Greet
them of the household of Narcissus, who
are in the Lord.

* 15:21 Isaiah 52:15 † 16:1 or, deacon
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12 Greet Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who
labor in the Lord. Greet Persis, the
beloved, who laboredmuch in the Lord.

13 Greet Rufus, the chosen in the Lord,
and his mother andmine.

14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes,
Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers‡ who
are with them.

15Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and
his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints
who are with them.

16 Greet one another with a holy kiss.
The assemblies of Christ greet you.

17Now I beg you, brothers, look out for
thosewhoarecausing thedivisionsandoc-
casions of stumbling, contrary to the doc-
trine which you learned, and turn away
from them.

18For thosewhoare suchdon’t serve our
Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and
by their smooth and flattering speech they
deceive the hearts of the innocent.

19 For your obedience has become
known to all. I rejoice therefore over you.
But I desire to have youwise in that which
is good, but innocent in that which is evil.

20 And the God of peace will quickly
crush Satan under your feet.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be

with you.
21 Timothy, my fellow worker, greets

you, as do Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my
relatives.

22 I, Tertius, who write the letter, greet
you in the Lord.

23 Gaius, my host and host of the whole
assembly, greets you. Erastus, the trea-
surer of the city, greets you, as does Quar-
tus, the brother.

24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all! Amen.

25 §

‡ 16:14 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and
sisters” or “siblings.” § 16:25 TR places Romans 14:24-26 at the end of Romans instead of at the end of chapter
14, and numbers these verses 16:25-27.
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Paul’s First Letter to the
Corinthians

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus
Christ† through the will of God, and our
brother Sosthenes,

2 to the assembly of God which is at
Corinth—thosewhoare sanctified inChrist
Jesus, called saints, with all who call on
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every
place, both theirs and ours:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I always thankmy God concerning you
for the grace of God which was given you
in Christ Jesus,

5 that ineverythingyouwereenriched in
him, in all speech and all knowledge—

6 even as the testimony of Christ was
confirmed in you—

7 so that you come behind in no gift,
waiting for the revelationof ourLord Jesus
Christ,

8 who will also confirm you until the
end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

9 God is faithful, through whom you
were called into the fellowship of his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

10Now I beg you, brothers,‡ through the
name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, that you
all speak the same thing, and that there be
no divisions among you, but that you be
perfected together in the samemindand in
the same judgment.

11 For it has been reported to me con-
cerning you, my brothers, by those who
are from Chloe’s household, that there are
contentions among you.

12Now I mean this, that each one of you
says, “I follow Paul,” “I follow Apollos,” “I
follow Cephas,” and, “I follow Christ.”

13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified
for you? Or were you baptized into the
name of Paul?

14 I thankGod that I baptizednoneof you
except Crispus and Gaius,

15 so that no one should say that I had
baptized you into my own name.

16 (I also baptized the household of
Stephanas; besides them, I don’t know
whether I baptized any other.)

17ForChrist sentmenot tobaptize, but to
preach the Good News—not in wisdom of
words, so that the cross of Christ wouldn’t
be made void.

18For theword of the cross is foolishness
to those who are dying, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God.

19For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise.

I will bring the discernment of the dis-
cerning to nothing.”*

20 Where is the wise? Where is the
scribe? Where is the debater of this age?
Hasn’tGodmade foolish thewisdomof this
world?

21 For seeing that in the wisdom of God,
the world through its wisdom didn’t know
God, it was God’s good pleasure through
the foolishness of the preaching to save
those who believe.

22 For Jews ask for signs, Greeks seek
after wisdom,

23butwepreachChrist crucified, a stum-
bling block to Jews and foolishness to
Greeks,

24but to those who are called, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and
the wisdom of God;

25because the foolishness ofGod iswiser
than men, and the weakness of God is
stronger thanmen.

26For you see your calling, brothers, that
not many are wise according to the flesh,
not manymighty, and not many noble;

27but God chose the foolish things of the
world that he might put to shame those
who are wise. God chose the weak things
of theworld that hemight put to shame the
things that are strong.

28 God chose the lowly things of the
world, and the things that are despised,
and the things that don’t exist, that he
might bring to nothing the things that ex-
ist,

† 1:1 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:10 The word for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” * 1:19 Isaiah 29:14
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29 that no flesh should boast before God.
30Becauseofhim, youare inChrist Jesus,

who was made to us wisdom from God,
and righteousness and sanctification, and
redemption,

31 that, as it is written, “He who boasts,
let him boast in the Lord.”*

2
1When I came to you, brothers, I didn’t

come with excellence of speech or of wis-
dom, proclaiming to you the testimony of
God.

2For I determined not to know anything
among you except Jesus Christ and him
crucified.

3 Iwaswith you inweakness, in fear, and
inmuch trembling.

4My speech and my preaching were not
in persuasive words of human wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of
power,

5 that your faith wouldn’t stand in the
wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

6 We speak wisdom, however, among
thosewhoare full grown, yet awisdomnot
of this world nor of the rulers of this world
who are coming to nothing.

7 But we speak God’s wisdom in a mys-
tery, the wisdom that has been hidden,
whichGod foreordainedbefore theworlds
for our glory,

8which none of the rulers of this world
has known. For had they known it, they
wouldn’t have crucified the Lord of glory.

9But as it is written,
“Thingswhichaneyedidn’t see, andanear

didn’t hear,
which didn’t enter into the heart of
man,

these God has prepared for those who
love him.”*

10But to us, God revealed them through
theSpirit. For theSpirit searchesall things,
yes, the deep things of God.

11Forwho amongmen knows the things
of amanexcept the spirit of themanwhich
is inhim? Evenso, nooneknows the things
of God except God’s Spirit.

12 But we received not the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit which is from God,

that we might know the things that were
freely given to us by God.

13 We also speak these things, not in
words which man’s wisdom teaches but
which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing
spiritual things with spiritual things.

14 Now the natural man doesn’t receive
the things of God’s Spirit, for they are fool-
ishness to him; and he can’t know them,
because they are spiritually discerned.

15 But he who is spiritual discerns all
things, andhe himself is to be judged byno
one.

16 “For who has known the mind of the
Lord that he should instruct him?” * But
we have Christ’s mind.

3
1 Brothers, I couldn’t speak to you as to

spiritual, but as to fleshly, as to babies in
Christ.

2 I fed youwithmilk, not with solid food,
for you weren’t yet ready. Indeed, you
aren’t ready even now,

3 for you are still fleshly. For insofar
as there is jealousy, strife, and factions
among you, aren’t you fleshly, and don’t
you walk in the ways of men?

4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,”
and another, “I follow Apollos,” aren’t you
fleshly?

5Who then is Apollos, and who is Paul,
but servants through whom you believed,
and each as the Lord gave to him?

6 I planted. Apollos watered. But God
gave the increase.

7 So then neither he who plants is any-
thing, nor he who waters, but God who
gives the increase.

8Now he who plants and he who waters
are the same, but eachwill receive his own
reward according to his own labor.

9 For we are God’s fellow workers. You
are God’s farming, God’s building.

10 According to the grace of God which
was given tome, as awisemaster builder I
laid a foundation, and another builds on it.
But let each man be careful how he builds
on it.

* 1:31 Jeremiah 9:24 * 2:9 Isaiah 64:4 * 2:16 Isaiah 40:13
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11 For no one can lay any other founda-
tion than that which has been laid, which
is Jesus Christ.

12But if anyone builds on the foundation
with gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay,
or straw,

13 eachman’s work will be revealed. For
the Day will declare it, because it is re-
vealed in fire; and the fire itself will test
what sort of work eachman’s work is.

14 If any man’s work remains which he
built on it, he will receive a reward.

15 If any man’s work is burned, he will
suffer loss, but he himself will be saved,
but as through fire.

16 Don’t you know that you are God’s
temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?

17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God
will destroy him; for God’s temple is holy,
which you are.

18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone
thinks that he is wise among you in this
world, let him become a fool that he may
becomewise.

19 For the wisdom of this world is fool-
ishness with God. For it is written, “He has
taken the wise in their craftiness.”*

20 And again, “The Lord knows the rea-
soning of the wise, that it is worthless.”*

21Therefore let no one boast inmen. For
all things are yours,

22 whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas,
or the world, or life, or death, or things
present, or things to come. All are yours,

23 and you are Christ’s, and Christ is
God’s.

4
1 So let a man think of us as Christ’s

servants and stewards of God’s mysteries.
2Here, moreover, it is required of stew-

ards that they be found faithful.
3But withme it is a very small thing that

I should be judged by you, or by a human
court. Yes, I don’t even judgemy own self.

4For I knownothing againstmyself. Yet I
am not justified by this, but he who judges
me is the Lord.

5 Therefore judge nothing before the
time, until the Lord comes, who will both
bring to light thehidden thingsofdarkness

and reveal the counsels of thehearts. Then
eachmanwill get his praise from God.

6 Now these things, brothers, I have in
a figure transferred to myself and Apollos
for your sakes, that in us you might learn
not to think beyond the things which are
written, that none of you be puffed up
against one another.

7 For who makes you different? And
what do you have that you didn’t receive?
But if you did receive it, why do you boast
as if you had not received it?

8 You are already filled. You have al-
readybecomerich. Youhavecome to reign
without us. Yes, and I wish that you did
reign, that we also might reign with you!

9 For I think that God has displayed us,
the apostles, last of all, like men sentenced
to death. For we are made a spectacle to
the world, both to angels andmen.

10We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you
are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you
are strong. You have honor, but we have
dishonor.

11 Even to this present hour we hunger,
thirst, are naked, are beaten, and have no
certain dwelling place.

12We toil, working with our own hands.
When people curse us, we bless. Being
persecuted, we endure.

13 Being defamed, we entreat. We are
made as the filth of the world, the dirt
wiped off by all, even until now.

14 I don’t write these things to shame
you, but to admonish you as my beloved
children.

15 For though you have ten thousand tu-
tors inChrist, youdon’t havemany fathers.
For in Christ Jesus, I became your father
through the Good News.

16 I beg you therefore, be imitators ofme.
17Because of this I have sent Timothy to

you, who is my beloved and faithful child
in the Lord, who will remind you of my
ways which are in Christ, even as I teach
everywhere in every assembly.

18 Now some are puffed up, as though I
were not coming to you.

19 But I will come to you shortly, if the
Lord is willing. And I will know, not the

* 3:19 Job 5:13 * 3:20 Psalms 94:11
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word of those who are puffed up, but the
power.

20For God’s Kingdom is not in word, but
in power.

21 What do you want? Shall I come to
you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of
gentleness?

5
1 It is actually reported that there is

sexual immorality among you, and such
sexual immorality as is not even named
among the Gentiles, that one has his fa-
ther’s wife.

2 You are arrogant, and didn’t mourn
instead, that he who had done this deed
might be removed from among you.

3 For I most certainly, as being absent in
body but present in spirit, have already,
as though I were present, judged him who
has done this thing.

4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
when you are gathered together with my
spirit with the power of our Lord Jesus
Christ,

5 you are to deliver such a one to Satan
for the destruction of the flesh, that the
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord
Jesus.

6 Your boasting is not good. Don’t you
know that a little yeast leavens the whole
lump?

7Purge out the old yeast, that youmaybe
a new lump, even as you are unleavened.
For indeed Christ, our Passover, has been
sacrificed in our place.

8 Therefore let’s keep the feast, not with
old yeast, neither with the yeast of malice
and wickedness, but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth.

9 I wrote to you in my letter to have no
companywith sexual sinners;

10 yet not at all meaning with the sexual
sinners of this world, or with the covetous
and extortionists, or with idolaters, for
then you would have to leave the world.

11 But as it is, I wrote to you not to asso-
ciate with anyone who is called a brother
who is a sexual sinner, or covetous, or an
idolater, or a slanderer, or a drunkard, or

an extortionist. Don’t even eat with such a
person.

12 For what do I have to do with also
judging those who are outside? Don’t you
judge those who are within?

13But thosewho are outside, God judges.
“Put away the wicked man from among
yourselves.”*

6
1 Dare any of you, having a matter

against his neighbor, go to law before the
unrighteous, and not before the saints?

2 Don’t you know that the saints will
judge theworld? And if theworld is judged
by you, are you unworthy to judge the
smallest matters?

3Don’t you know that we will judge an-
gels? Howmuchmore, things that pertain
to this life?

4 If thenyouhave to judge thingspertain-
ing to this life, doyouset themto judgewho
are of no account in the assembly?

5 I say this to move you to shame. Isn’t
there even one wise man among you who
wouldbe able to decide betweenhis broth-
ers?

6 But brother goes to law with brother,
and that before unbelievers!

7 Therefore it is already altogether a de-
fect in you that you have lawsuits onewith
another. Why not rather be wronged?
Why not rather be defrauded?

8 No, but you yourselves do wrong and
defraud, and that against your brothers.

9Ordon’t youknow that theunrighteous
will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Don’t be
deceived. Neither the sexually immoral,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor male
prostitutes, nor homosexuals,

10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk-
ards, nor slanderers, norextortionists,will
inherit God’s Kingdom.

11 Some of you were such, but you were
washed. You were sanctified. You were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and
in the Spirit of our God.

12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not
all things are expedient. “All things are
lawful for me,” but I will not be brought
under the power of anything.

* 5:13 Deuteronomy 17:7; 19:19; 21:21; 22:21; 24:7
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13 “Foods for the belly, and the belly for
foods,” but God will bring to nothing both
it and them. But the body is not for sexual
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord
for the body.

14Now God raised up the Lord, and will
also raise us up by his power.

15 Don’t you know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Shall I then take the
members of Christ and make them mem-
bers of a prostitute? May it never be!

16 Or don’t you know that he who is
joined to a prostitute is one body? For,
“The two”, he says, “will become one
flesh.”*

17But he who is joined to the Lord is one
spirit.

18 Flee sexual immorality! “Every sin
that a man does is outside the body,” but
he who commits sexual immorality sins
against his own body.

19 Or don’t you know that your body is
a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God? You are not
your own,

20 for you were bought with a price.
Therefore glorify God in your body and in
your spirit, which are God’s.

7
1 Now concerning the things about

whichyouwrote tome: it is good for aman
not to touch a woman.

2But, because of sexual immoralities, let
each man have his own wife, and let each
woman have her own husband.

3Let the husband give his wife the affec-
tion owed her,† and likewise also the wife
her husband.

4 The wife doesn’t have authority over
her own body, but the husband does. Like-
wise also the husband doesn’t have au-
thority over his own body, but the wife
does.

5 Don’t deprive one another, unless it is
by consent for a season, that you may give
yourselves to fasting and prayer, and may
be together again, that Satandoesn’t tempt
you because of your lack of self-control.

6But this I say by way of concession, not
of commandment.

7 Yet I wish that all men were like me.
However, each man has his own gift from
God, one of this kind, and another of that
kind.

8 But I say to the unmarried and to wid-
ows, it is good for them if they remain even
as I am.

9 But if they don’t have self-control, let
them marry. For it’s better to marry than
to burn with passion.

10 But to the married I command—not I,
but the Lord—that the wife not leave her
husband

11 (but if she departs, let her remain
unmarried, or else be reconciled to her
husband), and that the husband not leave
his wife.

12 But to the rest I—not the Lord—say, if
any brother has an unbelieving wife, and
she is content to live with him, let him not
leave her.

13 The woman who has an unbelieving
husband, and he is content to livewith her,
let her not leave her husband.

14For the unbelieving husband is sancti-
fied in thewife, and theunbelievingwife is
sanctified in the husband. Otherwise your
children would be unclean, but now they
are holy.

15Yet if the unbeliever departs, let there
be separation. The brother or the sister is
not under bondage in such cases, but God
has called us in peace.

16 For how do you know, wife, whether
you will save your husband? Or how do
you know, husband,whether youwill save
your wife?

17 Only, as the Lord has distributed to
each man, as God has called each, so let
him walk. So I command in all the assem-
blies.

18 Was anyone called having been cir-
cumcised? Let him not become uncircum-
cised. Has anyone been called in uncir-
cumcision? Let him not be circumcised.

19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncir-
cumcision is nothing, but what matters is
keeping God’s commandments.

* 6:16 Genesis 2:24 † 7:3NU and TR have “what is owed her” instead of “the affection owed her”.
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20 Let each man stay in that calling in
which he was called.

21Were you called being a bondservant?
Don’t let that bother you, but if you get an
opportunity to become free, use it.

22 For he who was called in the Lord
beingabondservant is theLord’s freeman.
Likewise he who was called being free is
Christ’s bondservant.

23 You were bought with a price. Don’t
become bondservants of men.

24 Brothers, let each man, in whatever
condition hewas called, stay in that condi-
tion with God.

25 Now concerning virgins, I have no
commandment from the Lord, but I give
my judgment as one who has obtained
mercy from the Lord to be trustworthy.

26 Therefore I think that because of the
distress that is on us, it’s good for a man to
remain as he is.

27Are you bound to awife? Don’t seek to
be freed. Are you free from a wife? Don’t
seek a wife.

28But if youmarry, you have not sinned.
If a virgin marries, she has not sinned. Yet
suchwill have oppression in the flesh, and
I want to spare you.

29 But I say this, brothers: the time is
short. From now on, both those who have
wives may be as though they had none;

30 and those who weep, as though they
didn’t weep; and those who rejoice, as
though they didn’t rejoice; and those who
buy, as though they didn’t possess;

31 and those who use the world, as not
using it to the fullest. For the mode of this
world passes away.

32But I desire to have you to be free from
cares. He who is unmarried is concerned
for the things of the Lord, how he may
please the Lord;

33 but he who is married is concerned
about the things of the world, how hemay
please his wife.

34 There is also a difference between a
wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman
cares about the things of the Lord, that she
may be holy both in body and in spirit.
But she who is married cares about the
things of the world—how she may please
her husband.

35 This I say for your own benefit, not
that I may ensnare you, but for that which
is appropriate, and that youmay attend to
the Lord without distraction.

36But if anyman thinks that he is behav-
ing inappropriately toward his virgin, if
she ispast theflowerofherage, and ifneed
so requires, let him dowhat he desires. He
doesn’t sin. Let themmarry.

37 But he who stands steadfast in his
heart, having no urgency, but has power
over his own will, and has determined in
his own heart to keep his own virgin, does
well.

38 So then both he who gives his own
virgin in marriage does well, and he who
doesn’t give her inmarriage does better.

39 A wife is bound by law for as long
as her husband lives; but if the husband
is dead, she is free to be married to
whomever she desires, only in the Lord.

40But she is happier if she stays as she is,
inmy judgment, and I think that I alsohave
God’s Spirit.

8
1 Now concerning things sacrificed to

idols: We know that we all have knowl-
edge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds
up.

2 But if anyone thinks that he knows
anything, he doesn’t yet know as he ought
to know.

3But anyonewho loves God is known by
him.

4 Therefore concerning the eating of
things sacrificed to idols, we know that no
idol is anything in theworld, and that there
is no other God but one.

5 For though there are things that are
called “gods”, whether in the heavens or
on earth—as there are many “gods” and
many “lords”—

6yet to us there is one God, the Father, of
whom are all things, and we for him; and
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are
all things, and we live through him.

7 However, that knowledge isn’t in all
men. But some, with consciousness of an
idol until now, eat as of a thing sacrificed to
an idol, and their conscience, being weak,
is defiled.
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8 But food will not commend us to God.
For neither, if we don’t eat are we the
worse, nor if we eat are we the better.

9 But be careful that by no means does
this liberty of yours become a stumbling
block to the weak.

10For if aman sees youwhohave knowl-
edge sitting in an idol’s temple, won’t his
conscience, if he is weak, be emboldened
to eat things sacrificed to idols?

11And through your knowledge, he who
is weak perishes, the brother for whose
sake Christ died.

12 Thus, sinning against the brothers,
and wounding their conscience when it is
weak, you sin against Christ.

13Therefore, if foodcausesmybrother to
stumble, I will eat no meat forever more,
that I don’t cause my brother to stumble.

9
1 Am I not free? Am I not an apos-

tle? Haven’t I seen Jesus Christ, our Lord?
Aren’t youmywork in the Lord?

2 If to others I am not an apostle, yet at
least I am to you; for you are the seal ofmy
apostleship in the Lord.

3Mydefense to thosewhoexamineme is
this:

4Have we no right to eat and to drink?
5 Have we no right to take along a wife

who is a believer, even as the rest of the
apostles, and the brothers of the Lord, and
Cephas?

6Or have only Barnabas and I no right to
not work?

7What soldier ever serves at his own ex-
pense? Whoplants avineyard, anddoesn’t
eat of its fruit? Or who feeds a flock, and
doesn’t drink from the flock’s milk?

8Do I speak these things according to the
ways of men? Or doesn’t the law also say
the same thing?

9 For it is written in the law of Moses,
“You shall not muzzle an oxwhile it treads
out the grain.”* Is it for the oxen that God
cares,

10 or does he say it assuredly for our
sake? Yes, it was written for our sake,
because he who plows ought to plow in

hope, and he who threshes in hope should
partake of his hope.

11 Ifwe sowed to you spiritual things, is it
a great thing ifwe reapyourfleshly things?

12 If others partake of this right over you,
don’t we yet more?
Neverthelesswedidn’t use this right, but

we bear all things, that we may cause no
hindrance to the Good News of Christ.

13Don’t you know that those who serve
around sacred things eat from the things
of the temple, and those who wait on the
altar have their portion with the altar?

14 Even so the Lord ordained that those
who proclaim the Good News should live
from the Good News.

15 But I have used none of these things,
and I don’twrite these things that itmaybe
done so in my case; for I would rather die,
than that anyone should make my boast-
ing void.

16 For if I preach the Good News, I have
nothing to boast about, for necessity is laid
onme; butwoe is tome if I don’t preach the
Good News.

17For if I do this of my ownwill, I have a
reward. But if not of my ownwill, I have a
stewardship entrusted to me.

18What then is my reward? That when I
preach the Good News, I may present the
Good News of Christ without charge, so
as not to abuse my authority in the Good
News.

19 For though I was free from all, I
brought myself under bondage to all, that
I might gain themore.

20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, that I
might gain Jews; to those who are under
the law, as under the law,† that Imight gain
those who are under the law;

21 to those who are without law, as with-
out law (not being without law toward
God, but under law toward Christ), that I
might win those who are without law.

22 To the weak I became as weak, that I
might gain the weak. I have become all
things to all men, that I may by all means
save some.

23Now I do this for the sake of the Good
News, that I may be a joint partaker of it.

* 9:9 Deuteronomy 25:4 † 9:20NU adds: though I myself am not under the law
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24Don’t you know that those who run in
a race all run, but one receives the prize?
Run like that, so that youmaywin.

25 Every man who strives in the games
exercises self-control in all things. Now
they do it to receive a corruptible crown,
but we an incorruptible.

26 I therefore run like that, not aimlessly.
I fight like that, not beating the air,

27 but I beat my body and bring it into
submission, lest by anymeans, after I have
preached to others, I myself should be dis-
qualified.

10
1 Now I would not have you ignorant,

brothers, that our fathers were all under
the cloud, and all passed through the sea;

2andwere all baptized intoMoses in the
cloud and in the sea;

3and all ate the same spiritual food;
4 and all drank the same spiritual drink.

For they drank of a spiritual rock that fol-
lowed them, and the rock was Christ.

5However with most of them, God was
not well pleased, for they were over-
thrown in the wilderness.

6 Now these things were our examples,
to the intent we should not lust after evil
things as they also lusted.

7 Don’t be idolaters, as some of them
were. As it iswritten, “Thepeople satdown
to eat and drink, and rose up to play.”*

8 Let’s not commit sexual immorality, as
some of them committed, and in one day
twenty-three thousand fell.

9 Let’s not test Christ,† as some of them
tested, and perished by the serpents.

10 Don’t grumble, as some of them also
grumbled, and perished by the destroyer.

11Nowall these thingshappened to them
by way of example, and they were written
for our admonition, on whom the ends of
the ages have come.

12 Therefore let him who thinks he
stands be careful that he doesn’t fall.

13 No temptation has taken you except
what is common to man. God is faith-
ful, who will not allow you to be tempted
above what you are able, but will with the

temptation also make the way of escape,
that youmay be able to endure it.

14Therefore, my beloved, flee from idol-
atry.

15 I speak as to wise men. Judge what I
say.

16 The cup of blessing which we bless,
isn’t it a sharing of the blood of Christ? The
bread which we break, isn’t it a sharing of
the body of Christ?

17Because there is one loaf of bread, we,
who are many, are one body; for we all
partake of the one loaf of bread.

18 Consider Israel according to the flesh.
Don’t those who eat the sacrifices partici-
pate in the altar?

19What am I saying then? That a thing
sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an
idol is anything?

20 But I say that the things which the
Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons
and not to God, and I don’t desire that you
would have fellowship with demons.

21 You can’t both drink the cup of the
Lordand thecupofdemons. Youcan’t both
partake of the table of the Lord and of the
table of demons.

22Ordoweprovoke theLord to jealousy?
Are we stronger than he?

23 “All things are lawful for me,” but not
all things are profitable. “All things are
lawful for me,” but not all things build up.

24Let no one seek his own, but each one
his neighbor’s good.

25Whatever is sold in the butcher shop,
eat, asking no question for the sake of con-
science,

26 for “the earth is the Lord’s, and its
fullness.”*

27 But if one of those who don’t believe
invites you to ameal, and you are inclined
togo, eatwhatever is setbeforeyou, asking
no questions for the sake of conscience.

28 But if anyone says to you, “This was
offered to idols,” don’t eat it for the sake
of the one who told you, and for the sake
of conscience. For “the earth is the Lord’s,
with all its fullness.”

* 10:7 Exodus 32:6 † 10:9NU reads “the Lord” instead of “Christ”. * 10:26 Psalms 24:1
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29 Conscience, I say, not your own, but
the other’s conscience. For why is my
liberty judged by another conscience?

30 If I partakewith thankfulness,whyam
I denounced for something I give thanks
for?

31Whether therefore youeat ordrink, or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

32 Give no occasion for stumbling,
whether to Jews, to Greeks, or to the
assembly of God;

33 even as I also please all men in all
things, not seeking my own profit, but the
profit of themany, that theymay be saved.

11
1Be imitators of me, even as I also am of

Christ.
2 Now I praise you, brothers, that you

remember me in all things, and hold firm
the traditions, even as I delivered them to
you.

3 But I would have you know that the
head† of everyman is Christ, and the head‡
of the woman is man, and the head§ of
Christ is God.

4 Every man praying or prophesying,
having his head covered, dishonors his
head.

5 But every woman praying or proph-
esyingwithherheaduncovereddishonors
her head. For it is one and the same thing
as if she were shaved.

6 For if a woman is not covered, let her
hair also be cut off. But if it is shameful
for a woman to have her hair cut off or be
shaved, let her be covered.

7For aman indeed ought not to have his
head covered, because he is the image and
glory of God, but the woman is the glory of
theman.

8 For man is not from woman, but
woman fromman;

9 formanwasn’t created for the woman,
but woman for theman.

10 For this cause the woman ought to
have authority over her own head, be-
cause of the angels.

11 Nevertheless, neither is the woman
independent of the man, nor the man in-
dependent of the woman, in the Lord.

12 For as woman came from man, so a
man also comes through a woman; but all
things are from God.

13 Judge for yourselves. Is it appropriate
that a woman pray to God unveiled?

14 Doesn’t even nature itself teach you
that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor
to him?

15 But if a woman has long hair, it is a
glory to her, for her hair is given to her for
a covering.

16 But if any man seems to be con-
tentious, we have no such custom, neither
do God’s assemblies.

17But in giving you this command I don’t
praise you, because you come together not
for the better but for the worse.

18 For first of all, when you come to-
gether in the assembly, I hear that divi-
sions exist among you, and I partly believe
it.

19For there alsomust be factions among
you, that those who are approved may be
revealed among you.

20 When therefore you assemble your-
selves together, it is not the Lord’s supper
that you eat.

21 For in your eating each one takes his
own supper first. One is hungry, and an-
other is drunken.

22What, don’t youhavehouses toeat and
to drink in? Or do you despise God’s as-
sembly and put them to shame who don’t
have enough? What shall I tell you? Shall I
praise you? In this I don’t praise you.

23 For I received from the Lord that
which also I delivered to you, that the
Lord Jesus on the night in which he was
betrayed took bread.

24Whenhe had given thanks, he broke it
and said, “Take, eat. This ismybody,which
is broken for you. Do this in memory of
me.”

25 In the same way he also took the cup
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as
you drink, in memory of me.”

26 For as often as you eat this bread and
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

† 11:3 or, origin ‡ 11:3 or, origin § 11:3 or, origin
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27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or
drinks the Lord’s cup in awayunworthy of
the Lord will be guilty of the body and the
blood of the Lord.

28But let a man examine himself, and so
let him eat of the bread and drink of the
cup.

29 For he who eats and drinks in an
unworthy way eats and drinks judgment
to himself if he doesn’t discern the Lord’s
body.

30 For this cause many among you are
weak and sickly, and not a few sleep.

31 For if we discerned ourselves, we
wouldn’t be judged.

32 But when we are judged, we are dis-
ciplined by the Lord, that we may not be
condemnedwith the world.

33 Therefore, my brothers, when you
come together to eat, wait for one another.

34 But if anyone is hungry, let him eat
at home, lest your coming together be for
judgment. Therest Iwill set inorderwhen-
ever I come.

12
1 Now concerning spiritual things,

brothers, I don’t want you to be ignorant.
2 You know that when you were hea-

then,† you were led away to those mute
idols, however youmight be led.

3Therefore Imake known to you that no
man speakingbyGod’s Spirit says, “Jesus is
accursed.” No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,”
but by the Holy Spirit.

4 Now there are various kinds of gifts,
but the same Spirit.

5There are various kinds of service, and
the same Lord.

6 There are various kinds of workings,
but the same God who works all things in
all.

7But to each one is given the manifesta-
tion of the Spirit for the profit of all.

8 For to one is given through the Spirit
the word of wisdom, and to another the
word of knowledge according to the same
Spirit,

9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and
to another gifts of healings by the same
Spirit,

10 and to another workings of miracles,
and to another prophecy, and to another
discerning of spirits, to another different
kinds of languages, and to another the in-
terpretation of languages.

11 But the one and the same Spirit pro-
duces all of these, distributing to each one
separately as he desires.

12 For as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the
body, being many, are one body; so also is
Christ.

13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body, whether Jews or Greeks,
whether bond or free; and were all given
to drink into one Spirit.

14 For the body is not one member, but
many.

15 If the foot would say, “Because I’mnot
the hand, I’mnot part of the body,” it is not
therefore not part of the body.

16 If the ear would say, “Because I’m not
the eye, I’m not part of the body,” it’s not
therefore not part of the body.

17 If the whole body were an eye, where
would the hearing be? If the whole were
hearing, where would the smelling be?

18 But now God has set the members,
each one of them, in the body, just as he
desired.

19 If they were all one member, where
would the body be?

20But now they are many members, but
one body.

21 The eye can’t tell the hand, “I have no
need for you,” or again the head to the feet,
“I have no need for you.”

22 No, much rather, those members of
the body which seem to be weaker are
necessary.

23 Those parts of the body which we
think to be less honorable, on those we
bestow more abundant honor; and our
unpresentable parts have more abundant
modesty,

24 while our presentable parts have no
such need. But God composed the body
together, giving more abundant honor to
the inferior part,

† 12:2 or Gentiles
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25 that there should be no division in the
body, but that the members should have
the same care for one another.

26 When one member suffers, all the
members suffer with it. When one mem-
ber is honored, all the members rejoice
with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and
members individually.

28Godhas set some in the assembly: first
apostles, second prophets, third teach-
ers, then miracle workers, then gifts of
healings, helps, governments, and various
kinds of languages.

29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are
all teachers? Are all miracle workers?

30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all
speak with various languages? Do all in-
terpret?

31 But earnestly desire the best gifts.
Moreover, I show a most excellent way to
you.

13
1 If I speak with the languages of men

and of angels, but don’t have love, I have
become sounding brass or a clanging cym-
bal.

2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I
have all faith, so as to remove mountains,
but don’t have love, I am nothing.

3 If I give away all my goods to feed the
poor, and if I give my body to be burned,
but don’t have love, it profits me nothing.

4 Love is patient and is kind. Love
doesn’t envy. Love doesn’t brag, is not
proud,

5 doesn’t behave itself inappropriately,
doesn’t seek its own way, is not provoked,
takes no account of evil;

6doesn’t rejoice in unrighteousness, but
rejoices with the truth;

7 bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, and endures all things.

8 Love never fails. But where there are
prophecies, they will be done away with.
Where there are various languages, they
will cease. Where there is knowledge, it
will be done away with.

9 For we know in part and we prophesy
in part;

10 but when that which is complete has
come, then that which is partial will be
done away with.

11When I was a child, I spoke as a child,
I felt as a child, I thought as a child. Now
that I have become aman, I have put away
childish things.

12For nowwe see in a mirror, dimly, but
then face to face. Now I know in part, but
then I will know fully, even as I was also
fully known.

13Butnow faith, hope, and love remain—
these three. The greatest of these is love.

14
1 Follow after love and earnestly desire

spiritual gifts, but especially that you may
prophesy.

2For hewho speaks in another language
speaks not to men, but to God, for no one
understands, but in the Spirit he speaks
mysteries.

3 But he who prophesies speaks to men
for their edification, exhortation, and con-
solation.

4Hewho speaks in another language ed-
ifieshimself, buthewhoprophesies edifies
the assembly.

5Now I desire to have you all speakwith
other languages, but even more that you
would prophesy. For he is greater who
prophesies than hewho speaks with other
languages, unless he interprets, that the
assemblymay be built up.

6 But now, brothers,† if I come to you
speaking with other languages, what
would I profit you unless I speak to you ei-
ther bywayof revelation, or of knowledge,
or of prophesying, or of teaching?

7Even lifeless things that make a sound,
whether pipe or harp, if they didn’t give a
distinction in the sounds, how would it be
knownwhat is piped or harped?

8 For if the trumpet gave an uncertain
sound, who would prepare himself for
war?

† 14:6Theword for “brothers”hereandwhere context allowsmayalsobe correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.”
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9 So also you, unless you uttered by the
tongue words easy to understand, how
would itbeknownwhat is spoken? Foryou
would be speaking into the air.

10There are, it may be, so many kinds of
languages in the world, and none of them
is without meaning.

11 If then I don’t know themeaning of the
language, I would be to him who speaks a
foreigner, and he who speaks would be a
foreigner to me.

12 So also you, since you are zealous for
spiritual gifts, seek that youmayabound to
the building up of the assembly.

13 Therefore let him who speaks in an-
other language pray that hemay interpret.

14 For if I pray in another language, my
spirit prays, but my understanding is un-
fruitful.

15What should I do? I will pray with the
spirit, and Iwill praywith the understand-
ingalso. Iwill singwith the spirit, and Iwill
sing with the understanding also.

16Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit,
how will he who fills the place of the un-
learned say the “Amen” at your giving of
thanks, seeing he doesn’t know what you
say?

17 For you most certainly give thanks
well, but the other person is not built up.

18 I thank my God, I speak with other
languages more than you all.

19 However, in the assembly I would
rather speak five words with my under-
standing, that I might instruct others also,
than ten thousand words in another lan-
guage.

20 Brothers, don’t be children in
thoughts, yet in malice be babies, but in
thoughts bemature.

21 In the law it is written, “By men
of strange languages and by the lips of
strangers I will speak to this people. They
won’t even listen to me that way, says the
Lord.”*

22 Therefore other languages are for a
sign, not to those who believe, but to the
unbelieving; but prophesying is for a sign,

not to the unbelieving, but to those who
believe.

23 If therefore the whole assembly is as-
sembled together and all speak with other
languages, and unlearned or unbelieving
people come in,won’t they say that youare
crazy?

24 But if all prophesy, and someone un-
believing or unlearned comes in, he is re-
proved by all, and he is judged by all.

25 And thus the secrets of his heart are
revealed. So he will fall down on his face
and worship God, declaring that God is
among you indeed.

26 What is it then, brothers? When
you come together, each one of you has
a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation,
has another language, or has an interpre-
tation. Let all things be done to build each
other up.

27 If any man speaks in another lan-
guage, let there be two, or at the most
three, and in turn; and let one interpret.

28 But if there is no interpreter, let him
keep silent in the assembly, and let him
speak to himself and to God.

29Let two or three of the prophets speak,
and let the others discern.

30 But if a revelation is made to another
sitting by, let the first keep silent.

31 For you all can prophesy one by one,
that allmay learn and allmay be exhorted.

32The spirits of the prophets are subject
to the prophets,

33 forGod is not aGodof confusionbut of
peace, as in all the assemblies of the saints.

34 Let the wives be quiet in the assem-
blies, for it has not been permitted for
them to be talking except in submission, as
the law also says,*

35 if they desire to learn anything. “Let
them ask their own husbands at home, for
it is shameful for awife to be talking in the
assembly.”

36What!? Was it from you that the word
of God went out? Or did it come to you
alone?

37 If any man thinks himself to be a
prophet or spiritual, let him recognize the

* 14:21 Isaiah 28:11-12 * 14:34 Deuteronomy 27:9
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things which I write to you, that they are
the commandment of the Lord.

38 But if anyone is ignorant, let him be
ignorant.

39 Therefore, brothers, desire earnestly
to prophesy, and don’t forbid speaking
with other languages.

40 Let all things be done decently and in
order.

15
1 Now I declare to you, brothers, the

GoodNewswhich Ipreached toyou,which
also you received, inwhich you also stand,

2bywhich also youare saved, if youhold
firmly the word which I preached to you—
unless you believed in vain.

3 For I delivered to you first of all that
which I also received: that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures,

4 that he was buried, that he was raised
on the third day according to the Scrip-
tures,

5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to
the twelve.

6 Then he appeared to over five hun-
dred brothers at once, most of whom re-
main until now, but some have also fallen
asleep.

7 Then he appeared to James, then to all
the apostles,

8and last of all, as to the child born at the
wrong time, he appeared to me also.

9For I am the least of the apostles, who is
notworthy to be called an apostle, because
I persecuted the assembly of God.

10But by the grace ofGod I amwhat I am.
His grace which was given to me was not
futile, but I worked more than all of them;
yet not I, but the grace of God which was
withme.

11 Whether then it is I or they, so we
preach, and so you believed.

12Now if Christ is preached, that he has
been raised from the dead, how do some
among you say that there is no resurrec-
tion of the dead?

13 But if there is no resurrection of the
dead, neither has Christ been raised.

14 If Christ has not been raised, then our
preaching is in vain and your faith also is
in vain.

15 Yes, we are also found false witnesses
ofGod, becausewe testifiedaboutGod that
he raised up Christ, whom he didn’t raise
up if it is true that the dead are not raised.

16 For if the dead aren’t raised, neither
has Christ been raised.

17 If Christ hasnotbeenraised, your faith
is vain; you are still in your sins.

18Then theyalsowhoare fallenasleep in
Christ have perished.

19 If we have only hoped in Christ in this
life, we are of all menmost pitiable.

20 But now Christ has been raised from
the dead. He became the first fruit of those
who are asleep.

21 For since death came by man, the res-
urrection of the dead also came byman.

22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ
all will be made alive.

23 But each in his own order: Christ the
first fruits, then those who are Christ’s at
his coming.

24 Then the end comes, when he will
deliver up the Kingdom to God the Father,
when he will have abolished all rule and
all authority and power.

25 For he must reign until he has put all
his enemies under his feet.

26 The last enemy that will be abolished
is death.

27 For, “He put all things in subjection
under his feet.”* But when he says, “All
things are put in subjection”, it is evident
thathe is exceptedwhosubjectedall things
to him.

28When all things have been subjected
to him, then the Son will also himself be
subjected to him who subjected all things
to him, that Godmay be all in all.

29 Or else what will they do who are
baptized for the dead? If the dead aren’t
raised at all, why then are they baptized
for the dead?

30 Why do we also stand in jeopardy
every hour?

31 I affirm, by the boasting in you which
I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.

* 15:27 Psalms 8:6 * 15:32 Isaiah 22:13
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32 If I fought with animals at Ephesus for
humanpurposes,whatdoes it profitme? If
the dead are not raised, then “let’s eat and
drink, for tomorrowwe die.”*

33 Don’t be deceived! “Evil companion-
ships corrupt goodmorals.”

34Wake up righteously and don’t sin, for
some have no knowledge of God. I say this
to your shame.

35 But someone will say, “How are the
dead raised?” and, “With what kind of
body do they come?”

36 You foolish one, that which you your-
self sow is not made alive unless it dies.

37Thatwhich you sow, you don’t sow the
body that will be, but a bare grain, maybe
of wheat, or of some other kind.

38 But God gives it a body even as it
pleased him, and to each seed a body of its
own.

39 All flesh is not the same flesh, but
there is one flesh of men, another flesh of
animals, another of fish, and another of
birds.

40There are also celestial bodies and ter-
restrialbodies; but thegloryof thecelestial
differs from that of the terrestrial.

41 There is one glory of the sun, another
glory of themoon, and another glory of the
stars; for one star differs fromanother star
in glory.

42 So also is the resurrection of the dead.
The body is sown perishable; it is raised
imperishable.

43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in
glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised
in power.

44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a
spiritual body. There is a natural body and
there is also a spiritual body.

45 So also it is written, “The first man
Adam became a living soul.” * The last
Adam became a life-giving spirit.

46 However, that which is spiritual isn’t
first, but that which is natural, then that
which is spiritual.

47 The first man is of the earth, made of
dust. The second man is the Lord from
heaven.

48 As is the one made of dust, such are
those who are also made of dust; and as is
the heavenly, such are they also that are
heavenly.

49 As we have borne the image of those
made of dust, let’s† also bear the image of
the heavenly.

50 Now I say this, brothers,‡ that flesh
and blood can’t inherit God’s Kingdom;
neither does the perishable inherit imper-
ishable.

51 Behold,§ I tell you a mystery. We will
not all sleep, but we will all be changed,

52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound and the dead will be raised
incorruptible, and wewill be changed.

53For this perishable bodymust become
imperishable, and this mortal must put on
immortality.

54 But when this perishable body will
have become imperishable, and this mor-
talwill have put on immortality, thenwhat
is written will happen: “Death is swal-
lowed up in victory.”*
55 “Death, where is your sting?

Hades,†where is your victory?”*
56The stingof death is sin, and thepower

of sin is the law.
57But thanks be to God, who gives us the

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be

steadfast, immovable, always abounding
in the Lord’s work, because you know that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

16
1 Now concerning the collection for the

saints: as I commanded the assemblies of
Galatia, you do likewise.

2On the first day of every week, let each
one of you save as he may prosper, that no
collections are made when I come.

* 15:45 Genesis 2:7 † 15:49 NU, TR read “we will” instead of “let’s” ‡ 15:50 The word for “brothers” here and
where context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 15:51 “Behold”, from
“ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. * 15:54 Isaiah 25:8
† 15:55 or, Hell * 15:55 See Hosea 13:14
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3When I arrive, I will sendwhoever you
approvewith letters to carryyour gracious
gift to Jerusalem.

4 If it is appropriate for me to go also,
they will go withme.

5 I will come to you when I have passed
through Macedonia, for I am passing
throughMacedonia.

6 But with you it may be that I will stay
withyou, or evenwinterwithyou, that you
may sendmeonmy journeywherever I go.

7 For I do not wish to see you now in
passing, but I hope to stayawhilewithyou,
if the Lord permits.

8 But I will stay at Ephesus until Pente-
cost,

9 for a great and effective door has
opened to me, and there are many adver-
saries.

10 Now if Timothy comes, see that he is
with youwithout fear, for hedoes thework
of the Lord, as I also do.

11 Therefore let no one despise him. But
set him forward on his journey in peace,
that he may come to me; for I expect him
with the brothers.

12Now concerning Apollos the brother, I
strongly urgedhim to come to youwith the
brothers, but it was not at all his desire to
come now; but he will come when he has
an opportunity.

13 Watch! Stand firm in the faith! Be
courageous! Be strong!

14Let all that you do be done in love.
15 Now I beg you, brothers—you know

the house of Stephanas, that it is the first
fruits of Achaia, and that they have set
themselves to serve the saints—

16 that you also be in subjection to such,
and toeveryonewhohelps in theworkand
labors.

17 I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas,
Fortunatus, and Achaicus; for that which
was lacking on your part, they supplied.

18 For they refreshed my spirit and
yours. Therefore acknowledge those who
are like that.

19 The assemblies of Asia greet you.
Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in

the Lord, together with the assembly that
is in their house.

20 All the brothers greet you. Greet one
another with a holy kiss.

21 This greeting is by me, Paul, with my
own hand.

22 If anyman doesn’t love the Lord Jesus
Christ, let him be cursed.† Come, Lord!‡

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be
with you.

24 My love to all of you in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

† 16:22 Greek: anathema. ‡ 16:22 Aramaic: Maranatha!
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Paul’s Second Letter to
the Corinthians

1Paul, anapostleofChrist† Jesus through
the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
to the assembly of Godwhich is at Corinth,
with all the saints who are in the whole of
Achaia:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
and God of all comfort,

4 who comforts us in all our affliction,
that we may be able to comfort those who
are in any affliction, through the comfort
withwhichwe ourselves are comforted by
God.

5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound
to us, even so our comfort also abounds
through Christ.

6But ifweareafflicted, it is for your com-
fort and salvation. If we are comforted,
it is for your comfort, which produces in
you the patient enduring of the same suf-
ferings which we also suffer.

7Our hope for you is steadfast, knowing
that, since you are partakers of the suffer-
ings, so you are also of the comfort.

8 For we don’t desire to have you unin-
formed, brothers,‡ concerning our afflic-
tionwhich happened to us in Asia: that we
were weighed down exceedingly, beyond
our power, so much that we despaired
even of life.

9 Yes, we ourselves have had the sen-
tence of death within ourselves, that we
should not trust in ourselves, but in God
who raises the dead,

10 who delivered us out of so great a
death, and does deliver, onwhomwe have
set our hope that he will also still deliver
us,

11 you also helping together on our be-
half by your supplication; that, for the gift
given to us by means of many, thanks may
be given bymany persons on your behalf.

12For our boasting is this: the testimony
of our conscience that in holiness and sin-
cerity of God, not in fleshly wisdom but in
the grace of God, we behaved ourselves in
the world, and more abundantly toward
you.

13 For we write no other things to you
than what you read or even acknowledge,
and I hope you will acknowledge to the
end—

14 as also you acknowledged us in part—
thatwe are your boasting, even as you also
are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus.

15 In this confidence, I was determined
to come first to you, that you might have a
second benefit,

16 and by you to pass into Macedonia,
and again fromMacedonia to come to you,
and to be sent forward by you on my jour-
ney to Judea.

17 When I therefore planned this, did I
show fickleness? Or the things that I plan,
do I plan according to the flesh, that with
me there should be the “Yes, yes” and the
“No, no?”

18But asGod is faithful, ourword toward
you was not “Yes and no.”

19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who
was preached among you by us—by me,
Silvanus, and Timothy—was not “Yes and
no,” but in him is “Yes.”

20 For however many are the promises
of God, in him is the “Yes.” Therefore also
through him is the “Amen”, to the glory of
God through us.

21Nowhewho establishes uswith you in
Christ and anointed us is God,

22 who also sealed us and gave us the
down payment of the Spirit in our hearts.

23But I call God for a witness to my soul,
that to spare you, I didn’t come to Corinth.

24 We don’t control your faith, but are
fellow workers with you for your joy. For
you stand firm in faith.

2
1But I determined this for myself, that I

would not come to you again in sorrow.
† 1:1 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:8 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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2 For if I make you grieve, then who will
makemegladbut hewho ismade to grieve
byme?

3 And I wrote this very thing to you, so
that when I came, I wouldn’t have sorrow
from them of whom I ought to rejoice;
having confidence in you all that my joy
would be shared by all of you.

4 For out of much affliction and anguish
of heart I wrote to you with many tears,
not that you should be made to grieve, but
that youmight know the love that I have so
abundantly for you.

5 But if any has caused sorrow, he has
caused sorrownot tome, but in part (that I
not press too heavily) to you all.

6 This punishment which was inflicted
by themany is sufficient for such a one;

7 so that, on the contrary, you should
rather forgive him and comfort him, lest
by any means such a one should be swal-
lowed upwith his excessive sorrow.

8 Therefore I beg you to confirm your
love toward him.

9For to this end I alsowrote, that I might
know the proof of you, whether you are
obedient in all things.

10Now I also forgive whomever you for-
give anything. For if indeed I have for-
given anything, I have forgiven that one
for your sakes in the presence of Christ,

11 that no advantagemay be gained over
us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his
schemes.

12 Now when I came to Troas for the
GoodNews of Christ, andwhen a doorwas
opened tome in the Lord,

13 I had no relief for my spirit, because I
didn’t find Titusmy brother, but takingmy
leave of them, I went out into Macedonia.

14 Now thanks be to God who always
leads us in triumph in Christ, and reveals
through us the sweet aroma of his knowl-
edge in every place.

15 For we are a sweet aroma of Christ to
God in those who are saved and in those
who perish:

16 to the one a stench from death to
death, to the other a sweet aroma from life
to life. Who is sufficient for these things?

17 For we are not as so many, peddling
the word of God. But as of sincerity, but
as of God, in the sight of God, we speak in
Christ.

3
1 Are we beginning again to commend

ourselves? Or do we need, as do some,
letters of commendation to you or from
you?

2Youare our letter,written in ourhearts,
known and read by all men,

3 being revealed that you are a letter of
Christ, served by us, written not with ink,
but with the Spirit of the living God; not
in tablets of stone, but in tablets that are
hearts of flesh.

4 Such confidence we have through
Christ toward God,

5 not that we are sufficient of ourselves
to account anything as fromourselves; but
our sufficiency is from God,

6whoalsomade us sufficient as servants
of a new covenant, not of the letter but of
the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit
gives life.

7 But if the service of death, written en-
graved on stones, came with glory, so that
the children of Israel could not look stead-
fastly on the face of Moses for the glory of
his face, which was passing away,

8won’t service of the Spirit bewithmuch
more glory?

9 For if the service of condemnation has
glory, the service of righteousness exceeds
muchmore in glory.

10Formost certainly thatwhichhasbeen
made glorious has not beenmade glorious
in this respect, by reason of the glory that
surpasses.

11For if thatwhichpasses awaywaswith
glory, muchmore that which remains is in
glory.

12Having therefore such a hope, we use
great boldness of speech,

13andnot asMoses, who put a veil on his
face so that the children of Israel wouldn’t
look steadfastly on the end of that which
was passing away.

14 But their minds were hardened, for
until this very day at the reading of the old
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covenant the same veil remains, because
in Christ it passes away.

15 But to this day, when Moses is read, a
veil lies on their heart.

16 But whenever someone turns to the
Lord, the veil is taken away.

17Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

18 But we all, with unveiled face seeing
the glory of the Lord as in a mirror, are
transformed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as from the Lord, the
Spirit.

4
1 Therefore, seeing we have this min-

istry, even as we obtained mercy, we don’t
faint.

2 But we have renounced the hidden
things of shame, not walking in craftiness
nor handling the word of God deceitfully,
but by the manifestation of the truth com-
mending ourselves to every man’s con-
science in the sight of God.

3 Even if our Good News is veiled, it is
veiled in those who are dying,

4 in whom the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that
the light of the Good News of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God, should not
dawn on them.

5 For we don’t preach ourselves, but
Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your
servants for Jesus’ sake,

6 seeing it is God who said, “Light will
shine out of darkness,”* who has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the knowl-
edge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.

7 But we have this treasure in clay ves-
sels, that the exceeding greatness of the
power may be of God and not from our-
selves.

8 We are pressed on every side, yet not
crushed; perplexed, yet not to despair;

9 pursued, yet not forsaken; struck
down, yet not destroyed;

10 always carrying in the body the
putting to death of the Lord Jesus, that the

life of Jesus may also be revealed in our
body.

11 For we who live are always delivered
to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of
Jesus may be revealed in ourmortal flesh.

12 So then death works in us, but life in
you.

13 But having the same spirit of faith,
according to that which is written, “I be-
lieved, and therefore I spoke.”* We also
believe, and therefore we also speak,

14 knowing that he who raised the Lord
Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will
present us with you.

15 For all things are for your sakes,
that the grace, being multiplied through
the many, may cause the thanksgiving to
abound to the glory of God.

16 Therefore we don’t faint, but though
our outward person is decaying, yet our
inward person is renewed day by day.

17 For our light affliction, which is for
the moment, works for us more and more
exceedingly an eternal weight of glory,

18whilewedon’t lookat the thingswhich
are seen, but at the things which are not
seen. For the things which are seen are
temporal, but the things which are not
seen are eternal.

5
1 For we know that if the earthly house

of our tent is dissolved, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands,
eternal, in the heavens.

2 For most certainly in this we groan,
longing to be clothed with our habitation
which is from heaven,

3 if indeed being clothed, we will not be
found naked.

4 For indeed we who are in this tent do
groan, being burdened, not that we desire
to be unclothed, but that we desire to be
clothed, that what is mortal may be swal-
lowed up by life.

5 Now he who made us for this very
thing is God, who also gave to us the down
payment of the Spirit.

* 4:6 Genesis 1:3 * 4:13 Psalms 116:10
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6Thereforewe are always confident and
know that while we are at home in the
body, we are absent from the Lord;

7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.
8We are courageous, I say, and are will-

ing rather to be absent from the body and
to be at homewith the Lord.

9 Therefore also we make it our aim,
whether at home or absent, to be well
pleasing to him.

10Forwemust all be revealed before the
judgment seat of Christ that each one may
receive the things in the body according to
what he has done, whether good or bad.

11 Knowing therefore the fear of the
Lord, we persuade men, but we are re-
vealed to God, and I hope that we are re-
vealed also in your consciences.

12Forwe are not commending ourselves
to you again, but speak as giving you oc-
casion of boasting on our behalf, that you
may have something to answer those who
boast in appearance and not in heart.

13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for
God. Or if we are of sober mind, it is for
you.

14 For the love of Christ compels us; be-
cause we judge thus: that one died for all,
therefore all died.

15 He died for all, that those who live
should no longer live to themselves, but
to him who for their sakes died and rose
again.

16 Therefore we know no one according
to the flesh from now on. Even though we
have known Christ according to the flesh,
yet nowwe know him so nomore.

17Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation. The old things have passed
away. Behold,† all things have become
new.

18 But all things are of God, who recon-
ciled us to himself through Jesus Christ,
and gave to us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion;

19 namely, that God was in Christ recon-
ciling the world to himself, not reckoning
to them their trespasses, and having com-
mitted to us the word of reconciliation.

20We are therefore ambassadors on be-
half of Christ, as though Godwere entreat-
ing by us: we beg you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God.

21 For him who knew no sin he made to
be sin on our behalf, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.

6
1Working together, we entreat also that

youdonot receive the grace of God in vain.
2For he says,

“At an acceptable time I listened to you.
In a day of salvation I helped you.”*
Behold, now is the acceptable time. Be-

hold, now is the day of salvation.
3 We give no occasion of stumbling in

anything, that our service may not be
blamed,

4 but in everything commending our-
selves as servants of God: in great en-
durance, in afflictions, in hardships, in
distresses,

5 in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots,
in labors, in watchings, in fastings,

6 in pureness, in knowledge, in perse-
verance, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in
sincere love,

7 in the word of truth, in the power of
God, by the armor of righteousness on the
right hand and on the left,

8 by glory and dishonor, by evil report
and good report, as deceivers and yet true,

9 as unknown and yet well known, as
dying and behold—we live, as punished
and not killed,

10 as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as
poor yet making many rich, as having
nothing and yet possessing all things.

11Ourmouth is open toyou, Corinthians.
Our heart is enlarged.

12 You are not restricted by us, but you
are restricted by your own affections.

13 Now in return—I speak as to my chil-
dren—you also open your hearts.

14 Don’t be unequally yoked with unbe-
lievers, for what fellowship do righteous-
ness and iniquity have? Or what fellow-
ship does light have with darkness?

† 5:17 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
* 6:2 Isaiah 49:8
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15 What agreement does Christ have
with Belial? Or what portion does a be-
liever have with an unbeliever?

16What agreement does a temple of God
have with idols? For you are a temple of
the living God. Even as God said, “I will
dwell in them and walk in them. I will be
their God and they will be my people.”*

17Therefore
“ ‘Come out from among them,

and be separate,’ says the Lord.
‘Touch no unclean thing.

I will receive you.*
18 I will be to you a Father.

Youwill be tome sons and daughters,’
says the Lord Almighty.”*

7
1 Having therefore these promises,

beloved, let’s cleanse ourselves from all
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.

2 Open your hearts to us. We wronged
no one. We corrupted no one. We took
advantage of no one.

3 I say this not to condemnyou, for I have
saidbefore that youare in ourhearts to die
together and live together.

4Great is my boldness of speech toward
you. Great ismy boasting on your behalf. I
amfilledwith comfort. I overflowwith joy
in all our affliction.

5For evenwhenwehad come intoMace-
donia, our flesh had no relief, but wewere
afflicted on every side. Fightings were
outside. Fear was inside.

6 Nevertheless, he who comforts the
lowly, God, comforted us by the coming of
Titus,

7 and not by his coming only, but also by
the comfort with which he was comforted
in you while he told us of your longing,
your mourning, and your zeal for me, so
that I rejoiced still more.

8For though I grieved youwithmy letter,
I donot regret it, though Idid regret it. For I
see thatmy lettermade you grieve, though
just for a while.

9 I now rejoice, not that you were
grieved, but that you were grieved to

repentance. For you were grieved in a
godly way, that you might suffer loss by
us in nothing.

10 For godly sorrow produces repen-
tance leading to salvation, which brings
no regret. But the sorrow of the world
produces death.

11 For behold, this same thing, that you
were grieved in a godly way, what earnest
care it worked in you. Yes, what defense,
indignation, fear, longing, zeal, and vindi-
cation! In everything you demonstrated
yourselves to be pure in thematter.

12So although I wrote to you, I wrote not
for his cause that did the wrong, nor for
his cause that suffered the wrong, but that
your earnest care for usmight be revealed
in you in the sight of God.

13Thereforewehavebeen comforted. In
our comfort we rejoiced the more exceed-
ingly for the joy of Titus, because his spirit
has been refreshed by you all.

14For if inanything Ihaveboasted tohim
onyourbehalf, Iwasnotdisappointed. But
aswespokeall things toyou in truth, soour
glorying also which I made before Titus
was found to be truth.

15 His affection is more abundantly to-
ward you, while he remembers all of your
obedience, how with fear and trembling
you received him.

16 I rejoice that in everything I am confi-
dent concerning you.

8
1Moreover, brothers, wemake known to

you the grace of Godwhich has been given
in the assemblies of Macedonia,

2 how in a severe ordeal of affliction,
the abundance of their joy and their deep
poverty abounded to the riches of their
generosity.

3 For according to their power, I testify,
yes and beyond their power, they gave of
their own accord,

4 begging us with much entreaty to re-
ceive this grace and the fellowship in the
service to the saints.

* 6:16 Leviticus 26:12; Jeremiah 32:38; Ezekiel 37:27 * 6:17 Isaiah 52:11; Ezekiel 20:34,41 * 6:18 2 Samuel 7:14;
7:8
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5 This was not as we had expected, but
first they gave their own selves to theLord,
and to us through the will of God.

6 So we urged Titus, that as he hadmade
a beginning before, so he would also com-
plete in you this grace.

7 But as you abound in everything—in
faith, utterance, knowledge, all earnest-
ness, and in your love to us—see that you
also abound in this grace.

8 I speak not by way of commandment,
but as proving through the earnestness of
others the sincerity also of your love.

9 For you know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet
for your sakes he became poor, that you
through his poverty might become rich.

10 I give advice in this: it is expedient for
you who were the first to start a year ago,
not only to do, but also to be willing.

11But now complete the doing also, that
as there was the readiness to be willing,
so there may be the completion also out of
your ability.

12 For if the readiness is there, it is ac-
ceptable according to what you have, not
according to what you don’t have.

13For this is not that othersmaybe eased
and you distressed,

14 but for equality. Your abundance at
this present time supplies their lack, that
their abundance also may become a sup-
ply for your lack, that there may be equal-
ity.

15 As it is written, “He who gathered
much had nothing left over, and he who
gathered little had no lack.”*

16 But thanks be to God, who puts the
same earnest care for you into the heart of
Titus.

17 For he indeed accepted our exhorta-
tion, but being himself very earnest, he
went out to you of his own accord.

18 We have sent together with him the
brother whose praise in the Good News is
known throughout all the assemblies.

19Not only so, but hewas also appointed
by the assemblies to travel with us in this
grace, which is served by us to the glory of

the Lord himself, and to show our readi-
ness.

20 We are avoiding this, that any man
should blame us concerning this abun-
dance which is administered by us.

21 Having regard for honorable things,
not only in the sight of the Lord, but also
in the sight of men.

22 We have sent with them our brother
whomwehavemany timesprovedearnest
in many things, but now much more
earnest, by reason of the great confidence
which he has in you.

23 As for Titus, he is my partner and
fellowworker for you. As for our brothers,
they are the apostles of the assemblies, the
glory of Christ.

24Therefore show the proof of your love
to them before the assemblies, and of our
boasting on your behalf.

9
1 It is indeedunnecessary forme towrite

to you concerning the service to the saints,
2 for I know your readiness, of which I

boast on your behalf to those of Macedo-
nia, that Achaia has been prepared for the
past year. Your zeal has stirred up very
many of them.

3But I have sent the brothers so that our
boasting on your behalfmaynot be in vain
in this respect, that, just as I said, you may
be prepared,

4 lest by any means, if anyone from
Macedonia comes there withme and finds
youunprepared,we (to saynothingof you)
would be disappointed in this confident
boasting.

5 I thought it necessary therefore to en-
treat the brothers that they would go be-
fore to you and arrange ahead of time the
generous gift that you promised before,
that the same might be ready as a matter
of generosity, and not of greediness.

6Remember this: hewho sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly. He who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully.

7 Let each man give according as he has
determined in his heart, not grudgingly or

* 8:15 Exodus 16:18
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under compulsion, for God loves a cheer-
ful giver.

8 And God is able to make all grace
abound to you, that you, always having all
sufficiency in everything, may abound to
every good work.

9As it is written,
“He has scattered abroad. He has given to

the poor.
His righteousness remains forever.”*

10Now may he who supplies seed to the
sower and bread for food, supply andmul-
tiply your seed for sowing, and increase
the fruits of your righteousness,

11 you being enriched in everything for
all generosity, which produces thanksgiv-
ing to God through us.

12For this service of giving that you per-
form not only makes up for lack among
the saints, but abounds also throughmuch
giving of thanks to God,

13 seeing that through the proof given
by this service, they glorify God for the
obedience of your confession to the Good
News of Christ and for the generosity of
your contribution to them and to all,

14while they themselves also, with sup-
plication on your behalf, yearn for you by
reason of the exceeding grace of God in
you.

15Now thanks be to God for his unspeak-
able gift!

10
1Now I Paul, myself, entreat you by the

humility and gentleness of Christ, I who in
your presence am lowly among you, but
being absent am bold toward you.

2 Yes, I beg you that I may not, when
present, showcouragewith the confidence
with which I intend to be bold against
some, who consider us to be walking ac-
cording to the flesh.

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we
don’t wage war according to the flesh;

4 for the weapons of our warfare are not
of the flesh, but mighty before God to the
throwing down of strongholds,

5 throwing down imaginations and ev-
ery high thing that is exalted against the
knowledge of God and bringing every
thought into captivity to the obedience of
Christ,

6andbeing in readiness toavengeall dis-
obedience when your obedience is made
full.

7 Do you look at things only as they
appear in front of your face? If anyone
trusts in himself that he is Christ’s, let him
consider this againwith himself, that even
as he is Christ’s, so we also are Christ’s.

8 For even if I boast somewhat abun-
dantly concerning our authority, which
the Lord gave for building you up and
not for casting you down, I will not be
ashamed,

9 that I may not seem as if I desire to
terrify you bymy letters.

10 For, “His letters”, they say, “are
weighty and strong, but his bodily pres-
ence is weak, and his speech is despised.”

11 Let such a person consider this, that
what we are in word by letters when we
are absent, such are we also in deed when
we are present.

12Forwe are not bold to number or com-
pare ourselves with some of those who
commend themselves. But they them-
selves, measuring themselves by them-
selves, and comparing themselves with
themselves, are without understanding.

13 But we will not boast beyond proper
limits, but within the boundaries with
which God appointed to us, which reach
even to you.

14 For we don’t stretch ourselves too
much, as though we didn’t reach to you.
For we came even as far as to you with the
Good News of Christ,

15 not boasting beyond proper limits in
other men’s labors, but having hope that
as your faith grows, wewill be abundantly
enlargedbyyou inour sphere of influence,

16 so as to preach the Good News even to
the parts beyond you, not to boast in what
someone else has already done.

17But “hewhoboasts, lethimboast in the
Lord.”*

* 9:9 Psalms 112:9 * 10:17 Jeremiah 9:24
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18 For it isn’t he who commends himself
who is approved, but whom the Lord com-
mends.

11
1 I wish that you would bear with me in

a little foolishness, but indeed you do bear
withme.

2 For I am jealous over you with a godly
jealousy. For I promised you in marriage
to one husband, that I might present you
as a pure virgin to Christ.

3 But I am afraid that somehow, as the
serpent deceived Eve in his craftiness, so
your minds might be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ.

4 For if he who comes preaches another
Jesus whom we didn’t preach, or if you
receive a different spirit which you didn’t
receive, or a different “good news” which
youdidn’t accept, youputupwith thatwell
enough.

5 For I reckon that I am not at all behind
the very best apostles.

6But though Iamunskilled in speech, yet
I am not unskilled in knowledge. No, in
everywaywehavebeen revealed to you in
all things.

7Or did I commit a sin in humbling my-
self that you might be exalted, because I
preached to you God’s Good News free of
charge?

8 I robbed other assemblies, taking
wages from them that I might serve you.

9When I was present with you and was
in need, I wasn’t a burden on anyone, for
the brothers, when they came fromMace-
donia, supplied the measure of my need.
In everything I kept myself from being
burdensome to you, and I will continue to
do so.

10 As the truth of Christ is in me, no
one will stop me from this boasting in the
regions of Achaia.

11Why? Because I don’t love you? God
knows.

12Butwhat Ido, that Iwill continue todo,
that I may cut off opportunity from those
who desire an opportunity, that in which
they boast, they may be recognized just
like us.

13 For such men are false apostles, de-
ceitful workers, masquerading as Christ’s
apostles.

14 And no wonder, for even Satan mas-
querades as an angel of light.

15 It is no great thing therefore if his
servants also masquerade as servants of
righteousness, whose end will be accord-
ing to their works.

16 I say again, let no one thinkme foolish.
But if so, yet receive me as foolish, that I
also may boast a little.

17 That which I speak, I don’t speak ac-
cording to the Lord, but as in foolishness,
in this confidence of boasting.

18Seeing thatmany boast after the flesh,
I will also boast.

19 For you bear with the foolish gladly,
being wise.

20 For you bear with a man if he brings
you into bondage, if he devours you, if he
takes you captive, if he exalts himself, or if
he strikes you on the face.

21Tomyshame, I speakas thoughwehad
beenweak. Yet in whatever way anyone is
bold (I speak in foolishness), I amboldalso.

22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they
Israelites? So am I. Are they the offspring†
of Abraham? So am I.

23 Are they servants of Christ? (I speak
as one beside himself.) I am more so: in
labors more abundantly, in prisons more
abundantly, in stripes abovemeasure, and
in deaths often.

24 Five times I received forty stripes mi-
nus one from the Jews.

25 Three times I was beaten with rods.
Once I was stoned. Three times I suffered
shipwreck. I have been a night and a day
in the deep.

26 I have been in travels often, perils of
rivers, perils of robbers, perils from my
countrymen, perils from the Gentiles, per-
ils in the city, perils in the wilderness, per-
ils in the sea, perils among false brothers;

27 in labor and travail, in watchings of-
ten, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often,
and in cold and nakedness.

28 Besides those things that are outside,
there is that which presses on me daily:

† 11:22 or, seed
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anxiety for all the assemblies.
29Who isweak, and I amnotweak? Who

is caused to stumble, and I don’t burnwith
indignation?

30 If Imust boast, Iwill boast of the things
that concernmyweakness.

31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus
Christ, he who is blessed forever more,
knows that I don’t lie.

32 In Damascus the governor under King
Aretas guarded the Damascenes’ city, de-
siring to arrest me.

33 I was let down in a basket through
a window by the wall, and escaped his
hands.

12
1 It is doubtless not profitable for me

to boast, but I will come to visions and
revelations of the Lord.

2 I know aman in Christ whowas caught
up into the third heaven fourteen years
ago—whether in the body, I don’t know, or
whether out of the body, I don’t know; God
knows.

3 I know such a man (whether in the
body, or outside of the body, I don’t know;
God knows),

4 how he was caught up into Paradise
and heard unspeakable words, which it is
not lawful for a man to utter.

5On behalf of such a one I will boast, but
on my own behalf I will not boast, except
in myweaknesses.

6 For if I would desire to boast, I will not
be foolish; for I will speak the truth. But I
refrain, so that no manmay think more of
me than that which he sees in me or hears
fromme.

7By reason of the exceeding greatness of
therevelations, that I shouldnotbeexalted
excessively, a thorn in the flesh was given
tome: amessengerof Satan to tormentme,
that I should not be exalted excessively.

8 Concerning this thing, I begged the
Lord three times that it might depart from
me.

9 He has said to me, “My grace is suffi-
cient for you, formypower ismadeperfect
in weakness.” Most gladly therefore I will
rather glory in my weaknesses, that the
power of Christ may rest onme.

10 Therefore I take pleasure in weak-
nesses, in injuries, in necessities, in perse-
cutions, and in distresses, for Christ’s sake.
For when I amweak, then am I strong.

11 I have become foolish in boasting. You
compelled me, for I ought to have been
commended by you, for I am in no way
inferior to the very best apostles, though I
am nothing.

12 Truly the signs of an apostle were
worked among you in all perseverance, in
signs and wonders andmighty works.

13 For what is there in which you were
made inferior to the rest of the assemblies,
unless it is that I myself was not a burden
to you? Forgive me this wrong!

14 Behold, this is the third time I am
ready to come to you, and I will not be a
burden to you; for I seek not your posses-
sions, but you. For the children ought not
to save up for the parents, but the parents
for the children.

15 I will most gladly spend and be spent
for your souls. If I love you more abun-
dantly, am I loved the less?

16 Even so, I myself didn’t burden you.
But you might say that being crafty, I
caught you with deception.

17Did I take advantage of you by anyone
of those whom I have sent to you?

18 I exhorted Titus, and I sent the brother
with him. Did Titus take any advantage of
you? Didn’t we walk in the same spirit?
Didn’t we walk in the same steps?

19Again, do you think that we are excus-
ingourselves to you? In the sight ofGodwe
speak in Christ. But all things, beloved, are
for your edifying.

20 For I am afraid that perhaps when
I come, I might find you not the way I
want to, and that I might be found by
you as you don’t desire, that perhaps
there would be strife, jealousy, outbursts
of anger, factions, slander, whisperings,
proud thoughts, or riots,

21 that againwhen I comemyGodwould
humblemebeforeyou, and Iwouldmourn
for many of those who have sinned before
now, and not repented of the uncleanness,
sexual immorality, and lustfulness which
they committed.
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13
1 This is the third time I am coming to

you. “At the mouth of two or three wit-
nesses shall every word be established.”*

2 I have warned previously, and I warn
again, as when I was present the second
time, so now, being absent, I write to those
who have sinned before now and to all the
rest that if I come again, I will not spare,

3 seeing that you seek a proof of Christ
who speaks in me who is not weak, but is
powerful in you.

4Forhewascrucified throughweakness,
yet he lives through the power of God. For
we also are weak in him, but we will live
withhimthrough thepowerofGod toward
you.

5Examine your own selves,whether you
are in the faith. Test your own selves. Or
don’t you know about your own selves,
that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed
you are disqualified.

6 But I hope that you will know that we
aren’t disqualified.

7Now I pray to God that you do no evil;
not that we may appear approved, but
that you may do that which is honorable,
though wemay seem to have failed.

8Forwecandonothingagainst the truth,
but for the truth.

9 For we rejoice when we are weak and
you are strong. We also pray for this: your
becoming perfect.

10 For this cause I write these things
while absent, that I may not deal sharply
when present, according to the authority
which the Lord gave me for building up
and not for tearing down.

11 Finally, brothers, rejoice! Be per-
fected. Be comforted. Be of the samemind.
Live in peace, and the God of love and
peace will be with you.

12Greet one another with a holy kiss.
13All the saints greet you.
14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,

God’s love, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. Amen.

* 13:1 Deuteronomy 19:15
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Paul’s Letter to the
Galatians

1 Paul, an apostle—not from men, nor
through man, but through Jesus Christ,†
and God the Father, who raised him from
the dead—

2 and all the brothers‡who are with me,
to the assemblies of Galatia:

3 Grace to you and peace from God the
Father and our Lord Jesus Christ,

4who gave himself for our sins, that he
might deliver us out of this present evil
age, according to the will of our God and
Father—

5 to whom be the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

6 I marvel that you are so quickly de-
serting him who called you in the grace of
Christ to a different “good news”,

7 but there isn’t another “good news.”
Only there are some who trouble you and
want to pervert the Good News of Christ.

8 But even though we, or an angel from
heaven, should preach to you any “good
news” other than that which we preached
to you, let him be cursed.

9 As we have said before, so I now say
again: if any man preaches to you any
“good news” other than that which you
received, let him be cursed.

10For am Inowseeking the favor ofmen,
or of God? Or am I striving to please men?
For if I were still pleasing men, I wouldn’t
be a servant of Christ.

11 But I make known to you, brothers,
concerning the Good News which was
preached by me, that it is not according to
man.

12 For I didn’t receive it from man, nor
was I taught it, but it came to me through
revelation of Jesus Christ.

13For youhaveheardofmywayof living
in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that
beyond measure I persecuted the assem-
bly of God and ravaged it.

14 I advanced in the Jews’ religion be-
yondmanyofmyownageamongmycoun-
trymen, being more exceedingly zealous
for the traditions of my fathers.

15 But when it was the good pleasure of
God, who separated me frommymother’s
womb and calledme through his grace,

16 to reveal his Son in me, that I might
preach him among the Gentiles, I didn’t
immediately confer with flesh and blood,

17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those
who were apostles before me, but I went
away into Arabia. Then I returned to Dam-
ascus.

18 Then after three years I went up to
Jerusalem to visit Peter, and stayed with
him fifteen days.

19But of the other apostles I saw no one
except James, the Lord’s brother.

20Now about the things which I write to
you, behold,§ before God, I’mnot lying.

21Then I came to the regions of Syria and
Cilicia.

22 I was still unknown by face to the
assemblies of Judea which were in Christ,

23 but they only heard, “He who once
persecuted us now preaches the faith that
he once tried to destroy.”

24 So they glorified God inme.

2
1 Then after a period of fourteen years I

wentupagain to JerusalemwithBarnabas,
taking Titus also withme.

2 I went up by revelation, and I laid be-
fore them the Good News which I preach
among the Gentiles, but privately before
those who were respected, for fear that I
might be running, or had run, in vain.

3 But not even Titus, who was with me,
being a Greek, was compelled to be cir-
cumcised.

4 This was because of the false brothers
secretly brought in, who stole in to spy out
our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus,
that theymight bring us into bondage,

† 1:1 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:2 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 1:20 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice,
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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5 towhomwegavenoplace in theway of
subjection, not for an hour, that the truth
of theGoodNewsmight continuewithyou.

6But from thosewhowere reputed to be
important—whatever they were, it makes
no difference to me; God doesn’t show
partiality to man—they, I say, who were
respected imparted nothing to me,

7but to the contrary, when they saw that
I had been entrusted with the Good News
for the uncircumcised, even as Peter with
the Good News for the circumcised—

8 for he who worked through Peter in
the apostleship with the circumcised also
worked throughmewith the Gentiles—

9andwhen theyperceived the grace that
was given to me, James and Cephas and
John, thosewhowere reputed to be pillars,
gave to Barnabas and me the right hand
of fellowship, that we should go to the
Gentiles, and they to the circumcision.

10 They only asked us to remember the
poor—which very thing I was also zealous
to do.

11 But when Peter came to Antioch, I
resisted him to his face, because he stood
condemned.

12 For before some people came from
James, he ate with the Gentiles. But when
they came, he drew back and separated
himself, fearing those who were of the
circumcision.

13And the rest of the Jews joined him in
his hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was
carried awaywith their hypocrisy.

14 But when I saw that they didn’t walk
uprightly according to the truth of the
Good News, I said to Peter before them all,
“If you, being a Jew, live as the Gentiles do,
and not as the Jews do, why do you compel
the Gentiles to live as the Jews do?

15 “We, being Jews by nature and not
Gentile sinners,

16yet knowing that aman is not justified
by the works of the law but through faith
in Jesus Christ, even we believed in Christ
Jesus, that we might be justified by faith
in Christ and not by the works of the law,
because no flesh will be justified by the
works of the law.

17But ifwhilewe sought to be justified in
Christ, we ourselves also were found sin-
ners, is Christ a servant of sin? Certainly
not!

18 For if I build up again those things
which I destroyed, I prove myself a law-
breaker.

19 For I through the law died to the law,
that I might live to God.

20 I have been crucified with Christ, and
it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in
me. That life which I now live in the flesh,
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself up for me.

21 I don’t reject the grace of God. For
if righteousness is through the law, then
Christ died for nothing!”

3
1 Foolish Galatians, who has bewitched

you not to obey the truth, before whose
eyes Jesus Christ was openly portrayed
among you as crucified?

2 I just want to learn this from you: Did
you receive the Spirit by the works of the
law, or by hearing of faith?

3Areyouso foolish? Havingbegun in the
Spirit, are you now completed in the flesh?

4Did you suffer so many things in vain,
if it is indeed in vain?

5He therefore who supplies the Spirit to
you and doesmiracles among you, does he
do it by theworks of the law, or by hearing
of faith?

6Even so, Abraham “believedGod, and it
was counted to him for righteousness.”*

7 Know therefore that those who are of
faith are children of Abraham.

8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God
would justify the Gentiles by faith,
preached the Good News beforehand to
Abraham, saying, “In you all the nations
will be blessed.”*

9 So then, those who are of faith are
blessed with the faithful Abraham.

10For as many as are of the works of the
law are under a curse. For it is written,
“Cursed is everyone who doesn’t continue
in all things that are written in the book of
the law, to do them.”*

* 3:6 Genesis 15:6 * 3:8 Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 22:18 * 3:10 Deuteronomy 27:26
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11Now that noman is justifiedby the law
before God is evident, for, “The righteous
will live by faith.”*

12 The law is not of faith, but, “The man
who does themwill live by them.”*

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of
the law, having become a curse for us.
For it is written, “Cursed is everyone who
hangs on a tree,”*

14 that the blessing of Abraham might
come on the Gentiles through Christ Jesus,
that we might receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith.

15 Brothers, speaking of human terms,
though it is only a man’s covenant, yet
when it has been confirmed, no onemakes
it void or adds to it.

16 Now the promises were spoken to
Abraham and to his offspring.† He doesn’t
say, “To descendants‡”, as of many, but
as of one, “To your offspring”,* which is
Christ.

17Now I say this: A covenant confirmed
beforehand by God in Christ, the law,
which came four hundred thirty years af-
ter, does not annul, so as to make the
promise of no effect.

18For if the inheritance is of the law, it is
nomore of promise; but Godhas granted it
to Abraham by promise.

19 Then why is there the law? It was
added because of transgressions, until
the offspring should come to whom the
promise has been made. It was ordained
through angels by the hand of a mediator.

20 Now a mediator is not between one,
but God is one.

21 Is the law then against the promises of
God? Certainly not! For if there had been
a law given which could make alive, most
certainly righteousness would have been
of the law.

22 But the Scripture imprisoned all
things under sin, that the promise by faith
in Jesus Christmight be given to thosewho
believe.

23 But before faith came, we were kept
in custody under the law, confined for

the faith which should afterwards be re-
vealed.

24 So that the law has become our tutor
to bring us to Christ, that we might be
justified by faith.

25But now that faith has come,weareno
longer under a tutor.

26 For you are all children of God,
through faith in Christ Jesus.

27 For as many of you as were baptized
into Christ have put on Christ.

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither slave nor free man, there is nei-
thermale nor female; for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.

29 If you are Christ’s, then you are Abra-
ham’s offspring and heirs according to
promise.

4
1 But I say that so long as the heir is a

child, he is no different from a bondser-
vant, though he is lord of all,

2 but is under guardians and stewards
until the day appointed by the father.

3 So we also, when we were children,
were held in bondage under the elemental
principles of the world.

4Butwhen the fullness of the time came,
God sent out his Son, born to a woman,
born under the law,

5 that he might redeem those who were
under the law, that we might receive the
adoption as children.

6Andbecause youare children, God sent
out the Spirit of his Son into your hearts,
crying, “Abba,† Father!”

7Soyouareno longerabondservant, but
a son; and if a son, then an heir of God
through Christ.

8 However at that time, not knowing
God, you were in bondage to those who by
nature are not gods.

9 But now that you have come to know
God, or rather to be known by God, why
do you turn back again to the weak and
miserable elemental principles, to which
you desire to be in bondage all over again?

* 3:11 Habakkuk 2:4 * 3:12 Leviticus 18:5 * 3:13 Deuteronomy 21:23 † 3:16 or, seed ‡ 3:16 or, seeds
* 3:16 Genesis 12:7; 13:15; 24:7 † 4:6 Abba is a Greek spelling for the Aramaic word for “Father” or “Daddy” used
in a familiar, respectful, and loving way.
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10 You observe days, months, seasons,
and years.

11 I am afraid for you, that I might have
wastedmy labor for you.

12 I begyou, brothers, becomeas Iam, for
I also have become as you are. You did me
nowrong,

13 but you know that because of weak-
ness in the flesh I preached the GoodNews
to you the first time.

14That whichwas a temptation to you in
my flesh, you didn’t despise nor reject; but
you received me as an angel of God, even
as Christ Jesus.

15 What was the blessing you enjoyed?
For I testify to you that, if possible, you
would have plucked out your eyes and
given them tome.

16So then, have I become your enemy by
telling you the truth?

17 They zealously seek you in no good
way. No, they desire to alienate you, that
youmay seek them.

18 But it is always good to be zealous
in a good cause, and not only when I am
present with you.

19My little children, of whom I am again
in travail until Christ is formed in you—

20 but I could wish to be present with
you now, and to change my tone, for I am
perplexed about you.

21Tellme, you that desire to beunder the
law, don’t you listen to the law?

22For it is written that Abrahamhad two
sons, one by the servant, and one by the
free woman.

23 However, the son by the servant was
born according to the flesh, but the son
by the free woman was born through
promise.

24 These things contain an allegory, for
these are two covenants. One is from
Mount Sinai, bearing children to bondage,
which is Hagar.

25 For this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Ara-
bia, and answers to the Jerusalem that
exists now, for she is in bondage with her
children.

26But the Jerusalem that is above is free,
which is themother of us all.

27For it is written,
“Rejoice, you barren who don’t bear.

Break out and shout, you who don’t
travail.

For the desolate women have more
children than her who has a hus-
band.” *

28 Now we, brothers, as Isaac was, are
children of promise.

29But as then, he who was born accord-
ing to the flesh persecuted him who was
born according to the Spirit, so also it is
now.

30However,what does the Scripture say?
“Throwout the servant andher son, for the
son of the servant will not inherit with the
son of the free woman.”*

31 So then, brothers, we are not children
of a servant, but of the free woman.

5
1 Stand firm therefore in the liberty by

which Christ has made us free, and don’t
be entangledagainwithayokeofbondage.

2 Behold, I, Paul, tell you that if you re-
ceive circumcision, Christ will profit you
nothing.

3 Yes, I testify again to every man who
receives circumcision that he is a debtor to
do the whole law.

4You are alienated from Christ, youwho
desire to be justified by the law. You have
fallen away from grace.

5For we through the Spirit, by faith wait
for the hope of righteousness.

6For inChrist Jesusneither circumcision
nor uncircumcision amounts to anything,
but faith working through love.

7 You were running well! Who inter-
fered with you that you should not obey
the truth?

8 This persuasion is not from him who
calls you.

9 A little yeast grows through the whole
lump.

10 I have confidence toward you in the
Lord that you will think no other way. But
he who troubles you will bear his judg-
ment, whoever he is.

11But I, brothers, if I still preach circum-
cision, why am I still persecuted? Then

* 4:27 Isaiah 54:1 * 4:30 Genesis 21:10
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the stumbling block of the cross has been
removed.

12 I wish that those who disturb you
would cut themselves off.

13For you, brothers,were called for free-
dom. Only don’t use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love
be servants to one another.

14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one
word, in this: “You shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself.”*

15 But if you bite and devour one an-
other, be careful that you don’t consume
one another.

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you
won’t fulfill the lust of the flesh.

17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh; and these
are contrary to one another, that you may
not do the things that you desire.

18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are
not under the law.

19Nowthedeedsof thefleshareobvious,
which are: adultery, sexual immorality,
uncleanness, lustfulness,

20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, strife, jeal-
ousies, outbursts of anger, rivalries, divi-
sions, heresies,

21 envy, murders, drunkenness, orgies,
and things like these; of which I forewarn
you, even as I also forewarned you, that
those who practice such things will not
inherit God’s Kingdom.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faith,†

23 gentleness, and self-control. Against
such things there is no law.

24 Those who belong to Christ have cru-
cified the flesh with its passions and lusts.

25 If we live by the Spirit, let’s also walk
by the Spirit.

26Let’s not become conceited, provoking
one another, and envying one another.

6
1 Brothers, even if a man is caught in

some fault, you who are spiritual must
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness,

looking to yourself so that you also aren’t
tempted.

2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so
fulfill the law of Christ.

3For if a man thinks himself to be some-
thingwhen he is nothing, he deceives him-
self.

4 But let each man examine his own
work, and then he will have reason to
boast in himself, and not in someone else.

5Foreachmanwill bearhis ownburden.
6 But let him who is taught in the

word share all good things with him who
teaches.

7Don’t be deceived. God is not mocked,
for whatever a man sows, that he will also
reap.

8 For he who sows to his own flesh will
fromtheflesh reapcorruption. Buthewho
sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap
eternal life.

9Let’s not beweary indoing good, forwe
will reap in due season if we don’t give up.

10 So then, as we have opportunity, let’s
do what is good toward all men, and espe-
cially toward those who are of the house-
hold of the faith.

11 See with what large letters I write to
you withmy own hand.

12 As many as desire to make a good
impression in the flesh compel you to be
circumcised, just so they may not be per-
secuted for the cross of Christ.

13 For even they who receive circumci-
sion don’t keep the law themselves, but
they desire to have you circumcised, so
that theymay boast in your flesh.

14But far be it fromme to boast except in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through
which the world has been crucified to me,
and I to the world.

15 For in Christ Jesus neither is circum-
cision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a
new creation.

16 As many as walk by this rule, peace
andmercybe on them, andonGod’s Israel.

17Fromnow on, let no one causeme any
trouble, for I bear the marks of the Lord
Jesus branded onmy body.

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit, brothers. Amen.

* 5:14 Leviticus 19:18 † 5:22 or, faithfulness
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Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians

1Paul, anapostleofChrist† Jesus through
the will of God, to the saints who are at
Ephesus, and the faithful in Christ Jesus:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places in Christ,

4 even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we would be
holyandwithoutdefect beforehim in love,

5 having predestined us for adoption as
children through Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good pleasure of his de-
sire,

6 to the praise of the glory of his grace,
by which he freely gave us favor in the
Beloved.

7 In him we have our redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace

8which hemade to abound toward us in
all wisdom and prudence,

9making known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure which
he purposed in him

10 to an administration of the fullness of
the times, to sumupall things in Christ, the
things in the heavens and the things on the
earth, in him.

11Wewere also assigned an inheritance
in him, having been foreordained accord-
ing to the purpose of him who does all
things after the counsel of his will,

12 to the end that we should be to the
praise of his glory, we who had before
hoped in Christ.

13 In him you also, having heard the
word of the truth, the Good News of your
salvation—in whom, having also believed,
you were sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit,

14who is a pledge of our inheritance, to
the redemption of God’s own possession,
to the praise of his glory.

15 For this cause I also, having heard of
the faith in the Lord Jesus which is among
you and the love which you have toward
all the saints,

16 don’t cease to give thanks for you,
makingmention of you inmy prayers,

17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowl-
edge of him,

18 having the eyes of your hearts‡ en-
lightened, that you may know what is the
hope of his calling, andwhat are the riches
of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

19andwhat is the exceeding greatness of
his power toward us who believe, accord-
ing to that working of the strength of his
might

20 which he worked in Christ when he
raised him from the dead andmade him to
sit at his right hand in the heavenly places,

21 far above all rule, authority, power,
dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in this age, but also in that which
is to come.

22 He put all things in subjection under
his feet, and gave him to be head over all
things for the assembly,

23which is his body, the fullness of him
who fills all in all.

2
1 You were made alive when you were

dead in transgressions and sins,
2 in which you once walked according

to the course of this world, according to
the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit who now works in the children of
disobedience.

3 We also all once lived among them in
the lusts of our flesh, doing the desires of
the flesh and of the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

4 But God, being rich in mercy, for his
great love with which he loved us,

† 1:1 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:18 TR reads “understanding” instead of “hearts”
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5 even when we were dead through our
trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved—

6 and raised us up with him, and made
us to sit with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus,

7 that in the ages to come hemight show
the exceeding riches of his grace in kind-
ness toward us in Christ Jesus;

8 for by grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God,

9not of works, that no one would boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, created

in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared before that we would walk in
them.

11 Therefore remember that once you,
the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called
“uncircumcision” by that which is called
“circumcision” (in the flesh, made by
hands),

12 that you were at that time separate
from Christ, alienated from the common-
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the
covenants of the promise, having no hope
andwithout God in the world.

13But now in Christ Jesus you who once
were far off are made near in the blood of
Christ.

14 For he is our peace, who made both
one, and broke down the middle wall of
separation,

15havingabolished inhisflesh thehostil-
ity, the law of commandments contained
in ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new man of the two, making
peace,

16 and might reconcile them both in one
body to God through the cross, having
killed the hostility through it.

17 He came and preached peace to you
who were far off and to those who were
near.

18 For through him we both have our
access in one Spirit to the Father.

19 So then you are no longer strangers
and foreigners, but you are fellow citizens
with the saints and of the household of
God,

20 being built on the foundation of the
apostles andprophets, Christ Jesushimself
being the chief cornerstone;

21 in whom the whole building, fitted
together, grows into a holy temple in the
Lord;

22 inwhomyoualsoarebuilt together for
a habitation of God in the Spirit.

3
1 For this cause I, Paul, am the prisoner

of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles,
2 if it is so that you have heard of the

administration of that grace of God which
was givenme toward you,

3how that by revelation themysterywas
made known to me, as I wrote before in
fewwords,

4by which, when you read, you can per-
ceive my understanding in the mystery of
Christ,

5 which in other generations was not
made known to the children of men, as it
has nowbeen revealed to his holy apostles
and prophets in the Spirit,

6 that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and
fellow members of the body, and fellow
partakers of his promise in Christ Jesus
through the Good News,

7 of which I was made a servant accord-
ing to the gift of that grace of God which
was given me according to the working of
his power.

8 To me, the very least of all saints, was
this grace given, to preach to the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ,

9 and to make all men see what is the
administration† of the mystery which for
ages has been hidden in God, who created
all things through Jesus Christ,

10 to the intent that now through the as-
sembly themanifoldwisdomof Godmight
be made known to the principalities and
the powers in the heavenly places,

11 according to the eternal purpose
which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

12 In himwehave boldness and access in
confidence through our faith in him.

† 3:9 TR reads “fellowship” instead of “administration”
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13 Therefore I ask that you may not lose
heart at my troubles for you, which are
your glory.

14 For this cause, I bow my knees to the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

15 from whom every family in heaven
and on earth is named,

16 that he would grant you, according
to the riches of his glory, that you may
be strengthened with power through his
Spirit in the inner person,

17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith, to the end that you, being
rooted and grounded in love,

18may be strengthened to comprehend
with all the saints what is the width and
length and height and depth,

19 and to know Christ’s love which sur-
passes knowledge, that you may be filled
with all the fullness of God.

20Now to him who is able to do exceed-
ingly abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to thepower thatworks in
us,

21 tohimbe theglory in theassemblyand
in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever
and ever. Amen.

4
1 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord,

begyou towalkworthilyof the callingwith
which you were called,

2 with all lowliness and humility, with
patience, bearingwithoneanother in love,

3 being eager to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.

4 There is one body and one Spirit, even
as you alsowere called in one hope of your
calling,

5one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 one God and Father of all, who is over

all and through all and in us all.
7 But to each one of us, the grace was

given according to the measure of the gift
of Christ.

8Therefore he says,
“When he ascended on high,

he led captivity captive,
and gave gifts to people.”*

9 Now this, “He ascended”, what is it but
that he also first descended into the lower
parts of the earth?
10 He who descended is the one who also
ascended far aboveall theheavens, that he
might fill all things.

11 He gave some to be apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, shepherds† and teachers;

12 for the perfecting of the saints, to the
work of serving, to the building up of the
body of Christ,

13 until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to a full grown man, to the measure
of the stature of the fullness of Christ,

14 that we may no longer be children,
tossed back and forth and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trick-
ery of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of
error;

15 but speaking truth in love, we may
grow up in all things into him who is the
head, Christ,

16 from whom all the body, being fitted
and knit together through that which ev-
ery joint supplies, according to the work-
ing in measure of each individual part,
makes the body increase to the buildingup
of itself in love.

17 This I say therefore, and testify in the
Lord, that you no longer walk as the rest
of the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of
their mind,

18 being darkened in their understand-
ing, alienated from the life of God because
of the ignorance that is in them, because of
the hardening of their hearts.

19 They, having become callous, gave
themselves up to lust, to work all unclean-
ness with greediness.

20But you didn’t learn Christ that way,
21 if indeed you heard him and were

taught in him, even as truth is in Jesus:
22 that you put away, as concerning your

former way of life, the old man that grows
corrupt after the lusts of deceit,

23 and that you be renewed in the spirit
of yourmind,

* 4:8 Psalms 68:18 † 4:11 or, pastors
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24 and put on the new man, who in the
likeness of God has been created in righ-
teousness and holiness of truth.

25 Therefore, putting away falsehood,
speak truth each onewith his neighbor, for
we aremembers of one another.

26“Beangry, anddon’t sin.”* Don’t let the
sun go down on your wrath,

27and don’t give place‡ to the devil.
28 Let him who stole steal no more; but

rather let him labor, producing with his
hands something that is good, that he may
have something to give to him who has
need.

29 Let no corrupt speech proceed out of
your mouth, but only what is good for
building others upas theneedmaybe, that
it may give grace to those who hear.

30 Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit of God,
in whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.

31Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, outcry,
and slander be put away fromyou,with all
malice.

32 And be kind to one another, tender
hearted, forgiving each other, just as God
also in Christ forgave you.

5
1 Be therefore imitators of God, as

beloved children.
2Walk in love, even as Christ also loved

us and gave himself up for us, an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling
fragrance.

3But sexual immorality, and all unclean-
ness or covetousness, let it not even be
mentioned among you, as becomes saints;

4 nor filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor
jesting, which are not appropriate, but
rather giving of thanks.

5 Know this for sure, that no sexually
immoral person, nor unclean person, nor
covetousman (who is an idolater), has any
inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ and
God.

6 Let no one deceive you with empty
words, for because of these things the
wrath of God comes on the children of
disobedience.

7 Therefore don’t be partakers with
them.

8 For you were once darkness, but are
now light in the Lord. Walk as children of
light,

9 for the fruit of the Spirit is in all good-
ness and righteousness and truth,

10 proving what is well pleasing to the
Lord.

11Haveno fellowshipwith theunfruitful
deedsofdarkness, but ratherevenreprove
them.

12 For it is a shame even to speak of the
things which are done by them in secret.

13Butall things,when theyare reproved,
are revealed by the light, for everything
that reveals is light.

14 Therefore he says, “Awake, you who
sleep, and arise from the dead, and Christ
will shine on you.”

15 Therefore watch carefully how you
walk, not as unwise, but as wise,

16 redeeming the time, because the days
are evil.

17Therefore, don’t be foolish, but under-
stand what the will of the Lord is.

18Don’t be drunken with wine, in which
is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,

19 speaking to one another in psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs; singing and
makingmelody in your heart to the Lord;

20 giving thanks always concerning all
things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to God, even the Father;

21 subjecting yourselves to one another
in the fear of Christ.

22 Wives, be subject to your own hus-
bands, as to the Lord.

23For thehusband is theheadof thewife,
as Christ also is the head of the assembly,
being himself the savior of the body.

24But as theassembly is subject toChrist,
so let the wives also be to their own hus-
bands in everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as
Christ also loved the assembly and gave
himself up for her,

26 that he might sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the washing of water with
the word,

* 4:26 Psalms 4:4 ‡ 4:27 or, opportunity
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27 that he might present the assembly
to himself gloriously, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she
should be holy and without defect.

28 Even so husbands also ought to love
their own wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his ownwife loves himself.

29 For no man ever hated his own flesh,
but nourishes and cherishes it, even as the
Lord also does the assembly,

30 because we are members of his body,
of his flesh and bones.

31 “For this cause a man will leave his
father and mother and will be joined to
his wife. Then the two will become one
flesh.”*

32 This mystery is great, but I speak con-
cerning Christ and the assembly.

33 Nevertheless each of you must also
love his own wife even as himself; and let
thewife see that she respects her husband.

6
1 Children, obey your parents in the

Lord, for this is right.
2 “Honor your father and mother,”

which is the first commandment with a
promise:

3 “that it may be well with you, and you
may live long on the earth.” *

4 You fathers, don’t provoke your chil-
dren to wrath, but nurture them in the
discipline and instruction of the Lord.

5 Servants, be obedient to those who ac-
cording to the flesh are yourmasters, with
fear and trembling, in singleness of your
heart, as to Christ,

6 not in the way of service only when
eyes are on you, as men pleasers, but as
servants of Christ, doing the will of God
from the heart,

7 with good will doing service as to the
Lord and not to men,

8 knowing that whatever good thing
each one does, he will receive the same
good again from the Lord, whether he is
bound or free.

9 You masters, do the same things to
them, and give up threatening, knowing
that hewho is both theirMaster and yours

is in heaven, and there is no partialitywith
him.

10Finally, be strong in theLordand in the
strength of his might.

11 Put on the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil.

12 For our wrestling is not against flesh
and blood, but against the principalities,
against the powers, against the world’s
rulers of the darkness of this age, and
against the spiritual forces of wickedness
in the heavenly places.

13 Therefore put on the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

14Stand therefore, having the utility belt
of truth buckled around your waist, and
having put on the breastplate of righteous-
ness,

15 and having fitted your feet with the
preparation of the Good News of peace,

16above all, taking up the shield of faith,
with which you will be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the evil one.

17And take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word†
of God;

18with all prayer and requests, praying
at all times in the Spirit, and being watch-
ful to this end in all perseverance and re-
quests for all the saints.

19 Pray for me, that utterance may be
given tome in openingmymouth, tomake
known with boldness the mystery of the
Good News,

20 for which I am an ambassador in
chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I
ought to speak.

21But that youalsomayknowmyaffairs,
how I am doing, Tychicus, the beloved
brother and faithful servant in the Lord,
will make known to you all things.

22 I have sent him to you for this very
purpose, that youmay know our state and
that hemay comfort your hearts.

23Peace be to the brothers, and lovewith
faith, from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

* 5:31Genesis 2:24 * 6:3Deuteronomy5:16 † 6:17 from theGreek “ῥῆμα” (rhema), whichmeans “spokenword”
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24 Grace be with all those who love our
Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible love.
Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Philippians

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus
Christ,† to all the saints in Christ Jesus who
are at Philippi, with the overseers‡ and
servants:§

2 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 I thank my God whenever I remember
you,

4 always in every request of mine on
behalf of you all, makingmy requests with
joy,

5 for your partnership† in furtherance
of the Good News from the first day until
now;

6 being confident of this very thing, that
he who began a good work in you will
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.

7 It is even right for me to think this way
on behalf of all of you, because I have you
in my heart, because both in my bonds
and in the defense and confirmation of the
Good News, you all are partakers with me
of grace.

8For God is my witness, how I long after
all of you in the tender mercies of Christ
Jesus.

9This I pray, that your love may abound
yet more and more in knowledge and all
discernment,

10 so that you may approve the things
that are excellent, that youmay be sincere
and without offense to the day of Christ,

11 being filled with the fruits of righ-
teousness which are through Jesus Christ,
to the glory and praise of God.

12Now I desire to have you know, broth-
ers,‡ that the thingswhich happened tome
have turned out rather to the progress of
the Good News,

13 so that it became evident to the whole
palace§ guard, and to all the rest, that my
bonds are in Christ,

14 and that most of the brothers in the
Lord, being confident through my bonds,
are more abundantly bold to speak the
word of God without fear.

15Some indeedpreach Christ even out of
envy and strife, and some also out of good
will.

16 The former insincerely preach Christ
from selfish ambition, thinking that they
add affliction to my chains;

17but the latter out of love, knowing that
I am appointed for the defense of the Good
News.

18 What does it matter? Only that in
everyway,whether in pretense or in truth,
Christ is proclaimed. I rejoice in this, yes,
and will rejoice.

19 For I know that this will turn out to
mysalvation throughyourprayers and the
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,

20 according to my earnest expectation
and hope, that I will in no way be disap-
pointed, but with all boldness, as always,
now also Christ will be magnified in my
body, whether by life or by death.

21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain.

22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will
bring fruit frommywork; yet I don’t know
what I will choose.

23 But I am hard pressed between the
two, having the desire to depart and be
with Christ, which is far better.

24Yet to remain in theflesh ismoreneed-
ful for your sake.

25Having this confidence, I know that I
will remain, yes, and remain with you all
for your progress and joy in the faith,

26 that your boasting† may abound in
Christ Jesus in me through my presence
with you again.

27Only let your way of life be worthy of
the Good News of Christ, that whether I
comeand see you or amabsent, Imayhear
of your state, that you stand firm in one
spirit, with one soul striving for the faith of
the Good News;

† 1:1 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:1 or, superintendents, or bishops § 1:1Or, deacons † 1:5 Theword
translated “partnership” (κοινωνίᾳ) alsomeans “fellowship”and “sharing”. ‡ 1:12Theword for “brothers”hereand
where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 1:13 or, praetorian
† 1:26 or, rejoicing
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28 and in nothing frightened by the ad-
versaries, which is for them a proof of
destruction, but to you of salvation, and
that from God.

29Because it has been granted to you on
behalf of Christ, not only to believe in him,
but also to suffer on his behalf,

30 having the same conflict which you
saw inme and now hear is in me.

2
1 If therefore there is any exhortation in

Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fel-
lowship of the Spirit, if any tendermercies
and compassion,

2makemy joy full by being like-minded,
having the same love, being of one accord,
of onemind;

3 doing nothing through rivalry or
through conceit, but in humility, each
counting others better than himself;

4 each of you not just looking to his own
things, but each of you also to the things of
others.

5Have this in yourmind, whichwas also
in Christ Jesus,

6who, existing in the form of God, didn’t
consider equality with God a thing to be
grasped,

7 but emptied himself, taking the form
of a servant, being made in the likeness of
men.

8 And being found in human form, he
humbled himself, becoming obedient to
the point of death, yes, the death of the
cross.

9Therefore God also highly exalted him,
and gave to him the name which is above
every name,

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of those in heaven, those on
earth, and those under the earth,

11 and that every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.

12So then, my beloved, even as you have
always obeyed, not only in my presence,
but now much more in my absence, work
outyourownsalvationwith fearand trem-
bling.

13For it is God who works in you both to
will and to work for his good pleasure.

14Do all thingswithout complaining and
arguing,

15 that you may become blameless and
harmless, children of God without defect
in the middle of a crooked and perverse
generation, among whom you are seen as
lights in the world,

16 holding up the word of life, that I
may have something to boast in the day of
Christ that I didn’t run in vain nor labor in
vain.

17 Yes, and if I am poured out on the
sacrifice and service of your faith, I am
glad and rejoice with you all.

18 In the same way, you also should be
glad and rejoice withme.

19 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send
Timothy to you soon, that I also may be
cheered up when I know how you are do-
ing.

20 For I have no one else like-minded,
whowill truly care about you.

21 For they all seek their own, not the
things of Jesus Christ.

22But you know that he has proved him-
self. As a child serves a father, so he served
withme in furtherance of the Good News.

23 Therefore I hope to send him at once,
as soon as I see how it will go withme.

24But I trust in theLord that Imyself also
will come shortly.

25 But I thought it necessary to send
to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow
worker, fellow soldier, and your apostle
and servant of my need,

26 since he longed for you all, and was
very troubled because you had heard that
he was sick.

27For indeedhewas sicknearly to death,
but Godhadmercy onhim, andnot onhim
only, but on me also, that I might not have
sorrow on sorrow.

28 I have sent him therefore the more
diligently, that when you see him again,
youmay rejoice, and that I may be the less
sorrowful.

29Receivehimtherefore in theLordwith
all joy, and hold such people in honor,

30because for theworkof Christ he came
near to death, risking his life to supply that
which was lacking in your service toward
me.
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3
1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the

Lord! To write the same things to you, to
me indeed is not tiresome, but for you it is
safe.

2 Beware of the dogs; beware of the evil
workers; beware of the false circumcision.

3 For we are the circumcision, who wor-
ship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh;

4 though I myself might have confidence
even in the flesh. If any other man thinks
that he has confidence in the flesh, I yet
more:

5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a He-
brew of Hebrews; concerning the law, a
Pharisee;

6 concerning zeal, persecuting the
assembly; concerning the righteousness
which is in the law, found blameless.

7 However, I consider those things that
were gain to me as a loss for Christ.

8 Yes most certainly, and I count all
things to be a loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord, for
whom I suffered the loss of all things, and
count them nothing but refuse, that I may
gain Christ

9 and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own, that which is of
the law, but that which is through faith
in Christ, the righteousness which is from
God by faith,

10 that I may know him and the power
of his resurrection, and the fellowship of
his sufferings, becoming conformed to his
death,

11 if by any means I may attain to the
resurrection from the dead.

12 Not that I have already obtained, or
am already made perfect; but I press on,
that I may take hold of that for which also
I was taken hold of by Christ Jesus.

13 Brothers, I don’t regard myself as yet
having taken hold, but one thing I do: for-
getting the things which are behind and
stretching forward to the things which are
before,

14 I press on toward the goal for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

15 Let us therefore, as many as are per-
fect, think this way. If in anything you
think otherwise, God will also reveal that
to you.

16 Nevertheless, to the extent that we
have already attained, let’s walk by the
same rule. Let’s be of the samemind.

17Brothers, be imitators together of me,
and note those who walk this way, even as
you have us for an example.

18 For many walk, of whom I told you
often, and now tell you even weeping, as
the enemies of the cross of Christ,

19 whose end is destruction, whose god
is the belly, and whose glory is in their
shame, who think about earthly things.

20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from
where we also wait for a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ,

21 who will change the body of our hu-
miliation to be conformed to the body of
his glory, according to the working by
which he is able even to subject all things
to himself.

4
1 Therefore, my brothers, beloved and

longed for, my joy and crown, stand firm
in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

2 I exhort Euodia, and I exhort Syntyche,
to think the sameway in the Lord.

3 Yes, I beg you also, true partner, help
these women, for they labored with me in
the Good News with Clement also, and the
rest of my fellow workers, whose names
are in the book of life.

4Rejoice in the Lord always! Again I will
say, “Rejoice!”

5 Let your gentleness be known to all
men. The Lord is at hand.

6 In nothing be anxious, but in every-
thing, by prayer and petition with thanks-
giving, let your requests bemadeknown to
God.

7And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers, whatever things
are true, whatever things are honorable,
whatever things are just, whatever things
are pure, whatever things are lovely,
whatever things are of good report: if
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there is any virtue and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things.

9 Do the things which you learned, re-
ceived, heard, and saw inme, and the God
of peace will be with you.

10 But I rejoice in the Lord greatly that
now at length you have revived your
thought for me; in which you did indeed
take thought, but you lacked opportunity.

11Not that I speak because of lack, for I
have learned in whatever state I am, to be
content in it.

12 I know how to be humbled, and I
also know how to abound. In any and all
circumstances I have learned the secret
both to be filled and to be hungry, both to
abound and to be in need.

13 I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.

14However you didwell that you shared
inmy affliction.

15 You yourselves also know, you Philip-
pians, that in the beginning of the Good
News, when I departed from Macedonia,
no assembly shared with me in the matter
of giving and receiving but you only.

16Foreven inThessalonicayousentonce
and again to my need.

17Not that I seek for thegift, but I seek for
the fruit that increases to your account.

18 But I have all things and abound.
I am filled, having received from Epa-
phroditus the things that came from you,
a sweet-smelling fragrance, an acceptable
and well-pleasing sacrifice to God.

19 My God will supply every need of
yours according to his riches in glory in
Christ Jesus.

20 Now to our God and Father be the
glory forever and ever! Amen.

21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The
brothers who are withme greet you.

22 All the saints greet you, especially
those who are of Caesar’s household.

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Colossians

1Paul, anapostleofChrist† Jesus through
the will of God, and Timothy our brother,

2 to the saints and faithful brothers‡ in
Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

3Wegive thanks to God the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,

4having heard of your faith in Christ Je-
sus and of the lovewhich you have toward
all the saints,

5 because of the hope which is laid up
for you in the heavens, ofwhich you heard
before in the word of the truth of the Good
News

6 which has come to you, even as it is
in all the world and is bearing fruit and
growing, as it does in you also, since the
day you heard and knew the grace of God
in truth,

7evenas you learned fromEpaphras our
beloved fellow servant, who is a faithful
servant of Christ on your§ behalf,

8whoalso declared to us your love in the
Spirit.

9 For this cause, we also, since the day
we heard this, don’t cease praying and
making requests for you, that you may be
filled with the knowledge of his will in all
spiritual wisdom and understanding,

10 that you may walk worthily of the
Lord, to please him in all respects, bearing
fruit in every goodwork and increasing in
the knowledge of God,

11 strengthened with all power, accord-
ing to the might of his glory, for all en-
durance and perseverance with joy,

12giving thanks to the Father, whomade
us fit to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saints in light,

13who delivered us out of the power of
darkness, and translated us into the King-
dom of the Son of his love,

14 in whom we have our redemption,†
the forgiveness of our sins.

15 He is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of all creation.

16 For by him all things were created
in the heavens and on the earth, visi-
ble things and invisible things, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or
powers. All things have been created
through him and for him.

17He is before all things, and in him all
things are held together.

18 He is the head of the body, the as-
sembly, who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in all things he might
have the preeminence.

19 For all the fullness was pleased to
dwell in him,

20and throughhimtoreconcile all things
to himself by him, whether things on the
earth or things in the heavens, having
made peace through the blood of his cross.

21You, being in past times alienated and
enemies in yourmind in your evil deeds,

22 yet now he has reconciled in the body
of his flesh through death, to present you
holy and without defect and blameless be-
fore him,

23 if it is so that you continue in the faith,
grounded and steadfast, and not moved
away from the hope of the Good News
which you heard, which was proclaimed
in all creation under heaven, of which I,
Paul, was made a servant.

24Now I rejoice inmy sufferings for your
sake, and fill up on my part that which is
lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my
flesh for his body’s sake, which is the as-
sembly,

25of which I wasmade a servant accord-
ing to the stewardship of God which was
given me toward you to fulfill the word of
God,

26 the mystery which has been hidden
for ages and generations. But now it has
been revealed to his saints,

27 to whom God was pleased to make
known what are the riches of the glory of

† 1:1 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:2 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 1:7NU reads our † 1:14 TR adds “through his blood,”
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this mystery among the Gentiles, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory.

28 We proclaim him, admonishing ev-
ery man and teaching every man in all
wisdom, that we may present every man
perfect in Christ Jesus;

29 for which I also labor, striving accord-
ing to his working, which works in me
mightily.

2
1 For I desire to have you know how

greatly I struggle for you and for those at
Laodicea, and for asmanyashavenot seen
my face in the flesh;

2 that their hearts may be comforted,
they being knit together in love, and gain-
ingall richesof the full assuranceofunder-
standing, that they may know the mystery
of God, both of the Father and of Christ,

3 in whom all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge are hidden.

4Now I say this that no one may delude
you with persuasiveness of speech.

5For though I am absent in the flesh, yet
I am with you in the spirit, rejoicing and
seeing your order, and the steadfastness of
your faith in Christ.

6 As therefore you received Christ Jesus
the Lord, walk in him,

7 rooted and built up in him and estab-
lished in the faith, evenasyouwere taught,
abounding in it in thanksgiving.

8 Be careful that you don’t let anyone
rob you through his philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men, after
the elemental spirits of the world, and not
after Christ.

9 For in him all the fullness of the Deity
dwells bodily,

10 and in him you are made full, who is
the head of all principality and power.

11 Inhimyouwerealso circumcisedwith
acircumcisionnotmadewithhands, in the
putting off of the body of the sins of the
flesh, in the circumcision of Christ,

12 having been buried with him in bap-
tism, in which you were also raised with
him through faith in the working of God,
who raised him from the dead.

13 You were dead through your tres-
passes and the uncircumcision of your
flesh. He made you alive together with
him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,

14 wiping out the handwriting in ordi-
nanceswhichwas against us. Hehas taken
it out of the way, nailing it to the cross.

15Having stripped the principalities and
the powers, he made a show of them
openly, triumphing over them in it.

16 Let no one therefore judge you in eat-
ing or drinking, or with respect to a feast
day or a newmoon or a Sabbath day,

17 which are a shadow of the things to
come; but the body is Christ’s.

18 Let no one rob you of your prize by
self-abasement and worshiping of the an-
gels, dwelling in the things which he has
not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly
mind,

19 and not holding firmly to the Head,
from whom all the body, being supplied
and knit together through the joints and
ligaments, grows with God’s growth.

20 If you died with Christ from the ele-
mental spirits of theworld, why, as though
living in the world, do you subject your-
selves to ordinances,

21 “Don’t handle, nor taste, nor touch”
22 (all of which perish with use), accord-

ing to the precepts and doctrines of men?
23 These things indeed appear like wis-

dom in self-imposed worship, humility,
and severity to the body, but aren’t of any
value against the indulgence of the flesh.

3
1 If then you were raised together with

Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated on the right hand of
God.

2 Set your mind on the things that are
above, not on the things that are on the
earth.

3 For you died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God.

4When Christ, our life, is revealed, then
youwill also be revealedwith him in glory.

5 Put to death therefore your members
which are on the earth: sexual immorality,
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uncleanness, depraved passion, evil de-
sire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

6For these things’ sake the wrath of God
comes on the children of disobedience.

7 You also once walked in those, when
you lived in them,

8 but now you must put them all away:
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and shame-
ful speaking out of yourmouth.

9Don’t lie to one another, seeing that you
have put off the oldmanwith his doings,

10 and have put on the new man, who
is being renewed in knowledge after the
image of his Creator,

11 where there can’t be Greek and Jew,
circumcision and uncircumcision, barbar-
ian, Scythian, bondservant, or free person;
but Christ is all, and in all.

12Put on therefore, asGod’s chosenones,
holy and beloved, a heart of compassion,
kindness, lowliness, humility, and perse-
verance;

13 bearing with one another, and forgiv-
ing each other, if any man has a complaint
against any; even as Christ forgave you, so
you also do.

14 Above all these things, walk in love,
which is the bond of perfection.

15 And let the peace of God rule in your
hearts, to which also you were called in
one body, and be thankful.

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly; in all wisdom teaching and admon-
ishing one another with psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in
your heart to the Lord.

17Whatever you do, in word or in deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

18 Wives, be in subjection to your hus-
bands, as is fitting in the Lord.

19Husbands, love your wives, and don’t
be bitter against them.

20 Children, obey your parents in all
things, for this pleases the Lord.

21 Fathers, don’t provoke your children,
so that they won’t be discouraged.

22 Servants, obey in all things those who
are your masters according to the flesh,
not just when they are looking, as men

pleasers, but in singleness of heart, fearing
God.

23 And whatever you do, work heartily,
as for the Lord and not for men,

24 knowing that from the Lord you will
receive the reward of the inheritance; for
you serve the Lord Christ.

25 But he who does wrong will receive
again for the wrong that he has done, and
there is no partiality.

4
1 Masters, give to your servants that

which is just and equal, knowing that you
also have aMaster in heaven.

2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, watch-
ing in it with thanksgiving,

3 praying together for us also, that God
may open to us a door for the word, to
speak themystery of Christ, forwhich I am
also in bonds,

4 that I may reveal it as I ought to speak.
5Walk in wisdom toward those who are

outside, redeeming the time.
6 Let your speech always be with grace,

seasoned with salt, that you may know
how you ought to answer each one.

7 All my affairs will be made known
to you by Tychicus, the beloved brother,
faithful servant, and fellow bondservant
in the Lord.

8 I am sending him to you for this very
purpose, that he may know your circum-
stances and comfort your hearts,

9 together with Onesimus, the faithful
and beloved brother, who is one of you.
They will make known to you everything
that is going on here.

10 Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner,
greets you, and Mark the cousin of
Barnabas (concerningwhomyou received
instructions, “if he comes to you, receive
him”),

11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These
aremy only fellowworkers for God’s King-
dom who are of the circumcision, men
who have been a comfort to me.

12Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant
of Christ, salutes you, always striving for
you in his prayers, that you may stand
perfect and complete in all the will of God.
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13For I testifyabouthimthathehasgreat
zeal for you, and for those inLaodicea, and
for those in Hierapolis.

14 Luke the beloved physician and De-
mas greet you.

15 Greet the brothers who are in
Laodicea,withNymphas and the assembly
that is in his house.

16When this letter has been read among
you, cause it tobe readalso in theassembly
of the Laodiceans, and that you also read
the letter from Laodicea.

17Tell Archippus, “Take heed to themin-
istry which you have received in the Lord,
that you fulfill it.”

18 I, Paul, write this greeting with my
own hand. Remember my chains. Grace
be with you. Amen.
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Paul’s First Letter to the
Thessalonians

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the
assembly of the Thessalonians in God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:† Grace
to you and peace fromGod our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

2We always give thanks to God for all of
you, mentioning you in our prayers,

3 remembering without ceasing your
work of faith and labor of love and perse-
verance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ,
before our God and Father.

4We know, brothers‡ loved by God, that
you are chosen,

5 and that our Good News came to you
not in word only, but also in power, and in
the Holy Spirit and with much assurance.
You know what kind of men we showed
ourselves to be among you for your sake.

6 You became imitators of us and of the
Lord, having received the word in much
affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit,

7 so that you became an example to all
who believe inMacedonia and in Achaia.

8 For from you the word of the Lord has
been declared, not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but also in every place your faith
toward God has gone out, so that we need
not to say anything.

9For they themselves report concerning
us what kind of a reception we had from
you, andhowyou turned toGod from idols
to serve a living and true God,

10 and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whomhe raised from the dead: Jesus, who
delivers us from the wrath to come.

2
1For you yourselves know, brothers, our

visit to you wasn’t in vain,
2 but having suffered before and been

shamefully treated, as you know, at
Philippi, we grew bold in our God to
tell you the Good News of God in much
conflict.

3 For our exhortation is not of error, nor
of uncleanness, nor in deception.

4But even as we have been approved by
God to be entrusted with the Good News,
sowe speak—not as pleasingmen, butGod,
who tests our hearts.

5 For neither were we at any time found
using words of flattery, as you know, nor a
cloak of covetousness (God is witness),

6 nor seeking glory from men (neither
from you nor from others), when we
might have claimed authority as apostles
of Christ.

7 But we were gentle among you, like
a nursing mother cherishes her own chil-
dren.

8Even so, affectionately longing for you,
we were well pleased to impart to you not
the Good News of God only, but also our
own souls, because you had become very
dear to us.

9For you remember, brothers, our labor
and travail; for working night and day,
that we might not burden any of you, we
preached to you the Good News of God.

10 You are witnesses with God how holy,
righteously, and blamelessly we behaved
ourselves toward you who believe.

11As you know,we exhorted, comforted,
and implored every one of you, as a father
does his own children,

12 to the end that you should walk
worthily ofGod,whocalls you intohis own
Kingdom and glory.

13For this causewe also thank Godwith-
out ceasing that when you received from
us the word of the message of God, you
accepted it not as the word of men, but as
it is in truth, God’s word, which alsoworks
in you who believe.

14For you, brothers, became imitators of
the assemblies of God which are in Judea
in Christ Jesus; for you also suffered the
same things from your own countrymen,
even as they did from the Jews

15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and
their own prophets, and drove us out, and
don’t please God, and are contrary to all
men,

† 1:1 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:4 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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16 forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles
that they may be saved, to fill up their sins
always. Butwrathhas comeon them to the
uttermost.

17 But we, brothers, being bereaved of
you for a short season in presence, not in
heart, tried even harder to see your face
with great desire,

18 because we wanted to come to you—
indeed, I, Paul, once and again—but Satan
hindered us.

19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown
of rejoicing? Isn’t it even you, before our
Lord Jesus† at his coming?

20For you are our glory and our joy.

3
1 Therefore when we couldn’t stand it

any longer, we thought it good to be left
behind at Athens alone,

2 and sent Timothy, our brother and
God’s servant in the Good News of Christ,
to establish you and to comfort you con-
cerning your faith,

3 that no one would be moved by these
afflictions. For you know that we are ap-
pointed to this task.

4Formost certainly, whenwewere with
you,we told youbeforehand thatwe are to
suffer affliction, even as it happened, and
you know.

5 For this cause I also, when I couldn’t
stand it any longer, sent that I might know
your faith, for fear that by any means the
tempter had tempted you, and our labor
would have been in vain.

6 But Timothy has just now come to us
from you, and brought us glad news of
your faith and love, and that you have
goodmemories of us always, longing to see
us, even as we also long to see you.

7 For this cause, brothers, we were com-
forted over you in all our distress and af-
fliction through your faith.

8For nowwe live, if you stand fast in the
Lord.

9 For what thanksgiving can we give
again to God for you, for all the joy with
whichwe rejoice for your sakes before our
God,

10 night and day praying exceedingly
thatwemay see your face andmay perfect
that which is lacking in your faith?

11Nowmay our God and Father himself,
and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way
to you.

12 May the Lord make you to increase
and abound in love toward one another
and toward all men, even as we also do
toward you,

13 to the end he may establish your
hearts blameless in holiness before our
God and Father at the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all his saints.

4
1 Finally then, brothers, we beg and ex-

hort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you
received from us how you ought to walk
and to please God, that you abound more
andmore.

2 For you know what instructions we
gave you through the Lord Jesus.

3 For this is the will of God: your sancti-
fication, that you abstain from sexual im-
morality,

4 that each one of you know how to con-
trol his own body† in sanctification and
honor,

5 not in the passion of lust, even as the
Gentiles who don’t know God,

6 that no one should take advantage of
and wrong a brother or sister in this mat-
ter; because the Lord is an avenger in all
these things, as also we forewarned you
and testified.

7 For God called us not for uncleanness,
but in sanctification.

8 Therefore he who rejects this doesn’t
rejectman, butGod,whohas also givenhis
Holy Spirit to you.

9 But concerning brotherly love, you
havenoneed thatonewrite toyou. Foryou
yourselves are taught by God to love one
another,

10 for indeed you do it toward all the
brothers who are in all Macedonia. But
we exhort you, brothers, that you abound
more andmore;

† 2:19 TR adds “Christ” † 4:4 literally, possess his own vessel
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11and that youmake it your ambition to
lead a quiet life, and to do your own busi-
ness, and to work with your own hands,
even as we instructed you,

12 that you may walk properly toward
thosewho are outside, andmay have need
of nothing.

13 But we don’t want you to be igno-
rant, brothers, concerning thosewho have
fallen asleep, so that you don’t grieve like
the rest, who have no hope.

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and
roseagain, even soGodwill bringwithhim
those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.

15 For this we tell you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left
until the coming of the Lord,will in noway
precede those who have fallen asleep.

16For theLordhimselfwill descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel and with God’s trumpet. The
dead in Christ will rise first,

17 then we who are alive, who are left,
will be caught up togetherwith them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. So we
will be with the Lord forever.

18 Therefore comfort one another with
these words.

5
1 But concerning the times and the sea-

sons, brothers, you have no need that any-
thing be written to you.

2 For you yourselves know well that the
day of the Lord comes like a thief in the
night.

3 For when they are saying, “Peace and
safety,” then sudden destructionwill come
on them, like birth pains on a pregnant
woman. Then they will in no way escape.

4 But you, brothers, aren’t in darkness,
that the day should overtake you like a
thief.

5 You are all children of light and chil-
dren of the day. We don’t belong to the
night, nor to darkness,

6so then let’s not sleep, as the rest do, but
let’s watch and be sober.

7For those who sleep, sleep in the night;
and those who are drunk are drunk in the
night.

8 But since we belong to the day, let’s be
sober, putting on the breastplate of faith
and love, and for a helmet, the hope of
salvation.

9For God didn’t appoint us to wrath, but
to the obtaining of salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ,

10 who died for us, that, whether we
wakeor sleep,weshould live togetherwith
him.

11 Therefore exhort one another, and
build each other up, even as you also do.

12 But we beg you, brothers, to know
those who labor among you, and are over
you in the Lord and admonish you,

13and to respect and honor them in love
for their work’s sake.
Be at peace among yourselves.
14 We exhort you, brothers: Admon-

ish the disorderly; encourage the faint-
hearted; support the weak; be patient to-
ward all.

15 See that no one returns evil for evil to
anyone, but always followafter thatwhich
is good for one another and for all.

16Always rejoice.
17Pray without ceasing.
18 In everything give thanks, for this is

the will of God in Christ Jesus toward you.
19Don’t quench the Spirit.
20Don’t despise prophecies.
21 Test all things, and hold firmly that

which is good.
22Abstain from every form of evil.
23May the God of peace himself sanctify

you completely. May your whole spirit,
soul, and body be preserved blameless at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

24He who calls you is faithful, who will
also do it.

25Brothers, pray for us.
26Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss.
27 I solemnly command you by the Lord

that this letter be read to all the holy broth-
ers.

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you. Amen.
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Paul’s Second Letter to
the Thessalonians

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the as-
sembly of the Thessalonians in God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 We are bound to always give thanks
to God for you, brothers,† even as it is
appropriate, because your faith grows ex-
ceedingly, and the love of each and every
one of you toward one another abounds,

4 so that we ourselves boast about you in
the assemblies of God for your persever-
ance and faith in all your persecutions and
in the afflictions which you endure.

5This is an obvious sign of the righteous
judgment of God, to the end that you may
be counted worthy of God’s Kingdom, for
which you also suffer.

6 For it is a righteous thing with God to
repay affliction to those who afflict you,

7 and to give relief to you who are af-
flicted with us when the Lord Jesus is re-
vealed fromheavenwithhismightyangels
in flaming fire,

8 punishing those who don’t know God,
and to those who don’t obey the Good
News of our Lord Jesus,

9 who will pay the penalty: eternal de-
struction from the face of the Lord and
from the glory of his might,

10when he comes in that day to be glori-
fied in his saints and to be admired among
all those who have believed, because our
testimony to you was believed.

11To this endwealsoprayalways foryou
thatourGodmaycountyouworthyofyour
calling, and fulfill every desire of goodness
and work of faith with power,

12 that the name of our Lord Jesus‡ may
be glorified in you, and you in him, accord-
ing to the grace of our God and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

2
1Now, brothers, concerning the coming

of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering
together to him, we ask you

2 not to be quickly shaken in your mind
or troubled, either by spirit or by word or
by letter as if from us, saying that the day
of Christ has already come.

3Let no one deceive you in any way. For
it will not be unless the rebellion† comes
first, and themanof sin is revealed, the son
of destruction.

4He opposes and exalts himself against
all that is called God or that is worshiped,
so that he sits as God in the temple of God,
setting himself up as God.

5 Don’t you remember that when I was
still with you, I told you these things?

6Nowyouknowwhat is restraininghim,
to the end that he may be revealed in his
own season.

7For the mystery of lawlessness already
works. Only there is one who restrains
now, until he is taken out of the way.

8 Then the lawless one will be revealed,
whom the Lord will kill with the breath of
his mouth and destroy by the manifesta-
tion of his coming;

9 even he whose coming is according to
the working of Satan with all power and
signs and lying wonders,

10 and with all deception of wickedness
for those who are being lost, because they
didn’t receive the love of the truth, that
theymight be saved.

11Becauseof this, God sends themapow-
erful delusion, that they should believe a
lie,

12 that they all might be judged who
didn’t believe the truth, but had pleasure
in unrighteousness.

13 But we are bound to always give
thanks to God for you, brothers loved by
the Lord, because God chose you from the
beginning for salvation throughsanctifica-
tion of the Spirit and belief in the truth,

14 to which he called you through our
Good News, for the obtaining of the glory
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

† 1:3 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.” ‡ 1:12 TR adds “Christ” † 2:3 or, falling away, or, defection
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15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold
the traditions which you were taught by
us, whether by word or by letter.

16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself,
andGodour Father,who lovedus and gave
us eternal comfort and good hope through
grace,

17 comfort your hearts and establish you
in every good work andword.

3
1 Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the

word of the Lord may spread rapidly and
be glorified, even as also with you,

2and that wemay be delivered from un-
reasonable and evil men; for not all have
faith.

3But the Lord is faithful, who will estab-
lish you and guard you from the evil one.

4 We have confidence in the Lord con-
cerning you, that you both do and will do
the things we command.

5 May the Lord direct your hearts into
God’s love and into the perseverance of
Christ.

6Nowwecommandyou, brothers, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
withdraw yourselves from every brother
who walks in rebellion and not after the
tradition which they received from us.

7For you knowhowyou ought to imitate
us. For we didn’t behave ourselves rebel-
liously among you,

8neither didwe eat bread fromanyone’s
hand without paying for it, but in labor
and travail worked night and day, that we
might not burden any of you.

9Thiswas not becausewe don’t have the
right, but tomake ourselves an example to
you, that you should imitate us.

10 For even when we were with you, we
commanded you this: “If anyone is not
willing to work, don’t let him eat.”

11For we hear of somewhowalk among
you in rebellion, who don’t work at all, but
are busybodies.

12Now those who are that way, we com-
mand and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ,
that theyworkwithquietness andeat their
own bread.

13 But you, brothers, don’t be weary in
doing what is right.

14 If any man doesn’t obey our word
in this letter, note that man and have no
company with him, to the end that he may
be ashamed.

15Don’t count him as an enemy, but ad-
monish him as a brother.

16 Now may the Lord of peace himself
give you peace at all times in all ways. The
Lord be with you all.

17 I, Paul, write this greeting with my
ownhand, which is the sign in every letter.
This is how I write.

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s First Letter to
Timothy

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ accord-
ing to thecommandmentofGodourSavior
and the Lord Jesus Christ† our hope,

2 to Timothy, my true child in faith:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God our
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

3 As I urged you when I was going into
Macedonia, stay at Ephesus that youmight
command certain men not to teach a dif-
ferent doctrine,

4 and not to pay attention to myths and
endless genealogies, which cause disputes
rather than God’s stewardship, which is in
faith.

5 But the goal of this command is love
from a pure heart, a good conscience, and
sincere faith,

6 from which things some, having
missed themark, have turnedaway tovain
talking,

7 desiring to be teachers of the law,
though theyunderstandneitherwhat they
say nor about what they strongly affirm.

8 But we know that the law is good if a
person uses it lawfully,

9 as knowing this, that law is not made
for a righteous person, but for the lawless
and insubordinate, for the ungodly and
sinners, for the unholy and profane, for
murderers of fathers and murderers of
mothers, for manslayers,

10 for the sexually immoral, for homo-
sexuals, for slave-traders, for liars, for per-
jurers, and for any other thing contrary to
the sound doctrine,

11 according to the Good News of the
glory of the blessed God, which was com-
mitted to my trust.

12 I thank him who enabled me, Christ
Jesus our Lord, because he counted me
faithful, appointingme to service,

13 although I used to be a blasphemer,
a persecutor, and insolent. However, I
obtainedmercy because I did it ignorantly
in unbelief.

14 The grace of our Lord abounded ex-
ceedingly with faith and love which is in
Christ Jesus.

15The saying is faithful andworthy of all
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.

16 However, for this cause I obtained
mercy, that in me first, Jesus Christ might
display all his patience for an example of
thosewhowere going to believe in him for
eternal life.

17Now to the King eternal, immortal, in-
visible, to Godwho alone is wise, be honor
and glory forever and ever. Amen.

18 I commit this instruction to you, my
child Timothy, according to the prophecies
which were given to you before, that by
them youmaywage the good warfare,

19 holding faith and a good conscience,
which some having thrust away made a
shipwreck concerning the faith,

20 of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexan-
der, whom I delivered to Satan that they
might be taught not to blaspheme.

2
1 I exhort therefore, first of all, that pe-

titions, prayers, intercessions, and givings
of thanks bemade for all men,

2 for kings and allwho are inhighplaces,
that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life
in all godliness and reverence.

3 For this is good and acceptable in the
sight of God our Savior,

4who desires all people to be saved and
come to full knowledge of the truth.

5 For there is one God and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus,

6 who gave himself as a ransom for all,
the testimony at the proper time,

7 to which I was appointed a preacher
and an apostle—I am telling the truth in
Christ, not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles
in faith and truth.

8 I desire therefore that themen in every
place pray, lifting up holy hands without
anger and doubting.

9 In the same way, that women also
adorn themselves in decent clothing, with

† 1:1NU reads Christ Jesus and omits the Lord.
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modesty and propriety, not† with braided
hair, gold, pearls, or expensive clothing,

10 but with good works, which is appro-
priate for women professing godliness.

11 Let a woman learn in quietness with
full submission.

12 But I don’t permit a woman to teach,
nor to exercise authority over a man, but
to be in quietness.

13For Adamwas formed first, then Eve.
14 Adam wasn’t deceived, but the

woman, being deceived, has fallen into
disobedience;

15 but she will be saved through her
childbearing, if they continue in faith,
love, and holiness with sobriety.

3
1 This is a faithful saying: someone who

seeks to be an overseer† desires a good
work.

2 The overseer therefore must be with-
out reproach, the husband of one wife,
temperate, sensible, modest, hospitable,
good at teaching;

3 not a drinker, not violent, not greedy
for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome,
not covetous;

4onewho rules his own housewell, hav-
ing children in subjection with all rever-
ence;

5 (for how could someone who doesn’t
know how to rule his own house take care
of God’s assembly?)

6not a new convert, lest being puffed up
he fall into the same condemnation as the
devil.

7 Moreover he must have good testi-
mony from thosewho are outside, to avoid
falling into reproach and the snare of the
devil.

8 Servants,‡ in the same way, must
be reverent, not double-tongued, not
addicted to much wine, not greedy for
money,

9 holding the mystery of the faith in a
pure conscience.

10 Let them also first be tested; then let
them serve§ if they are blameless.

11 Their wives in the same way must be
reverent, not slanderers, temperate, and
faithful in all things.

12Let servants† be husbands of onewife,
ruling their children and their ownhouses
well.

13 For those who have served well‡ gain
for themselves a good standing and great
boldness in the faith which is in Christ
Jesus.

14 These things I write to you, hoping to
come to you shortly,

15 but if I wait long, that you may know
how men ought to behave themselves in
God’s house, which is the assembly of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth.

16 Without controversy, the mystery of
godliness is great:
God§ was revealed in the flesh,
justified in the spirit,
seen by angels,
preached among the nations,
believed on in the world,
and received up in glory.

4
1 But the Spirit says expressly that in

later times some will fall away from the
faith, paying attention to seducing spirits
and doctrines of demons,

2 through the hypocrisy of men who
speak lies, branded in their own con-
science as with a hot iron,

3 forbidding marriage and commanding
to abstain from foods which God created
to be received with thanksgiving by those
who believe and know the truth.

4 For every creature of God is good, and
nothing is to be rejected if it is received
with thanksgiving.

5 For it is sanctified through the word of
God and prayer.

6 If you instruct the brothers of these
things, youwill be a good servant of Christ

† 2:9 The word for “not” is the negative particle “μη” which denies an expected idea, as opposed to the usual word
for “not” (ου) which denies a fact. Thus “μη” in this context is denying an expected idea (that women can be properly
dressedwithout goodworks). † 3:1 or, superintendent, or bishop ‡ 3:8 or, Deacons. § 3:10 or, serve as deacons
† 3:12 or, deacons ‡ 3:13 or, served well as deacons § 3:16NU replaces “God”with “who”
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Jesus, nourished in the words of the faith
and of the good doctrine which you have
followed.

7 But refuse profane and old wives’ fa-
bles. Exercise yourself toward godliness.

8For bodily exercise has some value, but
godliness has value in all things, having
the promise of the life which is now and of
that which is to come.

9This saying is faithful andworthy of all
acceptance.

10 For to this end we both labor and
suffer reproach, because we have set our
trust in the living God, who is the Savior of
all men, especially of those who believe.

11Command and teach these things.
12Let noman despise your youth; but be

an example to those who believe, in word,
inyourwayof life, in love, in spirit, in faith,
and in purity.

13Until I come, pay attention to reading,
to exhortation, and to teaching.

14 Don’t neglect the gift that is in you,
which was given to you by prophecy with
the laying on of the hands of the elders.

15Be diligent in these things. Give your-
self wholly to them, that your progress
may be revealed to all.

16 Pay attention to yourself and to your
teaching. Continue in these things, for in
doing this you will save both yourself and
those who hear you.

5
1Don’t rebuke an older man, but exhort

him as a father; the youngermen as broth-
ers;

2 the elder women as mothers; the
younger as sisters, in all purity.

3Honorwidowswhoarewidows indeed.
4But if anywidowhas childrenor grand-

children, let them learn first to show piety
toward their own family and to repay their
parents, for this is† acceptable in the sight
of God.

5 Now she who is a widow indeed and
desolate, has her hope set on God and con-
tinues in petitions and prayers night and
day.

6But shewho gives herself to pleasure is
dead while she lives.

7 Also command these things, that they
may be without reproach.

8 But if anyone doesn’t provide for his
own, and especially his ownhousehold, he
has denied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever.

9 Let no one be enrolled as a widow
under sixty years old, havingbeen thewife
of oneman,

10 being approved by good works, if she
has brought up children, if she has been
hospitable to strangers, if she has washed
the saints’ feet, if she has relieved the af-
flicted, and if she has diligently followed
every good work.

11But refuse younger widows, for when
they have grown wanton against Christ,
they desire to marry,

12 having condemnation, because they
have rejected their first pledge.

13 Besides, they also learn to be idle,
going about from house to house. Not
only idle, but also gossips and busybodies,
saying things which they ought not.

14 I desire therefore that the younger
widows marry, bear children, rule the
household, and give no occasion to the
adversary for insulting.

15 For already some have turned away
after Satan.

16 If anymanorwomanwhobelieveshas
widows, let them relieve them, and don’t
let the assembly be burdened, that itmight
relieve those who are widows indeed.

17 Let the elders who rule well be
counted worthy of double honor, espe-
cially those who labor in the word and in
teaching.

18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not
muzzle the ox when it treads out the
grain.”* And, “The laborer is worthy of his
wages.”*

19Don’t receive an accusation against an
elder except at the word of two or three
witnesses.

20 Those who sin, reprove in the sight of
all, that the rest also may be in fear.

† 5:4 TR adds “good and” * 5:18 Deuteronomy 25:4 * 5:18 Luke 10:7; Leviticus 19:13



1 Timothy 5:21 1471 1 Timothy 6:21

21 I commandyou in the sight ofGod, and
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the chosen an-
gels, that you observe these thingswithout
prejudice, doing nothing by partiality.

22 Lay hands hastily on no one. Don’t be
a participant in other people’s sins. Keep
yourself pure.

23 Be no longer a drinker of water only,
but use a little wine for your stomach’s
sake and your frequent infirmities.

24 Some men’s sins are evident, preced-
ing them to judgment, and some also fol-
low later.

25 In the same way also there are good
works that are obvious, and those that are
otherwise can’t be hidden.

6
1Let asmany as are bondservants under

the yoke count their own masters worthy
of all honor, that the name of God and the
doctrine not be blasphemed.

2 Those who have believing masters, let
them not despise them because they are
brothers, but rather let them serve them,
because those who partake of the benefit
are believing and beloved. Teach and ex-
hort these things.

3 If anyone teaches a different doctrine
and doesn’t consent to sound words, the
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the
doctrine which is according to godliness,

4 he is conceited, knowing nothing, but
obsessed with arguments, disputes, and
word battles, from which come envy,
strife, insulting, evil suspicions,

5 constant friction of people of corrupt
minds and destitute of the truth, who sup-
pose that godliness is a means of gain.
Withdraw yourself from such.†

6Butgodlinesswith contentment is great
gain.

7For we brought nothing into the world,
and we certainly can’t carry anything out.

8 But having food and clothing, we will
be content with that.

9 But those who are determined to be
rich fall into a temptation, a snare, and
many foolish and harmful lusts, such as
drownmen in ruin and destruction.

10 For the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evil. Some have been led astray
from the faith in their greed, and have
pierced themselves through with many
sorrows.

11But you, man of God, flee these things,
and follow after righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness.

12Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold
of the eternal life towhichyouwere called,
and you confessed the good confession in
the sight of manywitnesses.

13 I command you before God who gives
life to all things, and before Christ Je-
sus who before Pontius Pilate testified the
good confession,

14 that you keep the commandment
without spot, blameless until the appear-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ,

15which at the right time he will show,
who is the blessed and only Ruler, the King
of kings and Lord of lords.

16He alone has immortality, dwelling in
unapproachable light, whom no man has
seen nor can see, to whom be honor and
eternal power. Amen.

17 Charge those who are rich in this
present age that they not be arrogant, nor
have their hope set on the uncertainty of
riches, but on the living God, who richly
provides us with everything to enjoy;

18 that they do good, that they be rich
in good works, that they be ready to dis-
tribute, willing to share;

19 laying up in store for themselves a
good foundation against the time to come,
that theymay lay hold of eternal life.

20 Timothy, guard that which is commit-
ted to you, turning away from the empty
chatter and oppositions of what is falsely
called knowledge,

21 which some profess, and thus have
wandered from the faith.
Grace be with you. Amen.

† 6:5NU omits “Withdraw yourself from such.”



2 Timothy 1:1 1472 2 Timothy 2:12

Paul’s Second Letter to
Timothy

1Paul, anapostleof JesusChrist† through
thewill of God, according to the promise of
the life which is in Christ Jesus,

2 to Timothy, my beloved child: Grace,
mercy, andpeace, fromGod theFather and
Christ Jesus our Lord.

3 I thank God, whom I serve as my fore-
fathers did, with a pure conscience. How
unceasing is my memory of you in my
petitions, night and day

4 longing to see you, remembering your
tears, that I may be filled with joy;

5 having been reminded of the sincere
faith that is in you,which livedfirst in your
grandmotherLoisandyourmotherEunice
and, I am persuaded, in you also.

6 For this cause, I remind you that you
should stir up the gift of God which is in
you through the laying on of my hands.

7 For God didn’t give us a spirit of fear,
but of power, love, and self-control.

8 Therefore don’t be ashamed of the tes-
timonyof our Lord, nor ofmehis prisoner;
but endure hardship for the Good News
according to the power of God,

9who saved us and called us with a holy
calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace,
which was given to us in Christ Jesus be-
fore times eternal,

10 but has now been revealed by the ap-
pearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who
abolished death, and brought life and im-
mortality to light through the Good News.

11For this I was appointed as a preacher,
an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.

12For this cause I also suffer these things.
Yet I am not ashamed, for I know him

whomIhavebelieved, and I ampersuaded
that he is able to guard that which I have
committed to him against that day.

13 Hold the pattern of sound words
which you have heard from me, in faith
and love which is in Christ Jesus.

14That good thingwhichwas committed
to you, guard through the Holy Spirit who
dwells in us.

15 This you know, that all who are in
Asia turned away from me, of whom are
Phygelus and Hermogenes.

16May theLord grantmercy to thehouse
of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshedme,
and was not ashamed of my chain,

17 but when he was in Rome, he sought
me diligently and foundme

18 (the Lord grant to him to find the
Lord’s mercy in that day); and in how
many things he served at Ephesus, you
know very well.

2
1 You therefore, my child, be strength-

ened in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
2The things which you have heard from

me among many witnesses, commit the
same things to faithful men who will be
able to teach others also.

3You thereforemust endure hardship as
a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

4No soldier on duty entangles himself in
the affairs of life, that he may please him
who enrolled him as a soldier.

5Also, if anyonecompetes inathletics, he
isn’t crowned unless he has competed by
the rules.

6The farmerwho laborsmust be thefirst
to get a share of the crops.

7 Consider what I say, and may the Lord
give you understanding in all things.

8Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the
dead, of the offspring† of David, according
to my Good News,

9 in which I suffer hardship to the point
of chains as a criminal. But God’s word
isn’t chained.

10 Therefore I endure all things for the
chosen ones’ sake, that they also may ob-
tain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus
with eternal glory.

11This saying is trustworthy:
“For if we died with him,

we will also live with him.
12 If we endure,

we will also reign with him.
If we deny him,

† 1:1 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. † 2:8 or, seed
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he also will deny us.
13 If we are faithless,

he remains faithful;
for he can’t deny himself.”

14Remind themof these things, charging
them in the sight of the Lord that they
don’t argue aboutwords to no profit, to the
subverting of those who hear.

15Give diligence to present yourself ap-
proved by God, a workman who doesn’t
need tobeashamed, properlyhandling the
Word of Truth.

16 But shun empty chatter, for it will go
further in ungodliness,

17 and those words will consume like
gangrene, of whom is Hymenaeus and
Philetus:

18 men who have erred concerning the
truth, saying that the resurrection is al-
ready past, and overthrowing the faith of
some.

19 However, God’s firm foundation
stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows
those who are his,”* and, “Let every one
who names the name of the Lord‡ depart
from unrighteousness.”

20 Now in a large house there are not
only vessels of gold and of silver, but also
of wood and of clay. Some are for honor
and some for dishonor.

21 If anyone therefore purges himself
from these, he will be a vessel for honor,
sanctified, and suitable for the master’s
use, prepared for every good work.

22 Flee from youthful lusts; but pursue
righteousness, faith, love, and peace with
those who call on the Lord out of a pure
heart.

23 But refuse foolish and ignorant
questionings, knowing that they generate
strife.

24 The Lord’s servant must not quarrel,
but be gentle toward all, able to teach,
patient,

25 in gentleness correcting thosewho op-
pose him. Perhaps God may give them
repentance leading to a full knowledge of
the truth,

26 and they may recover themselves out
of the devil’s snare, having been taken
captive by him to do his will.

3
1 But know this: that in the last days,

grievous times will come.
2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of

money, boastful, arrogant, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, un-
holy,

3without natural affection, unforgiving,
slanderers,without self-control, fierce, not
lovers of good,

4 traitors, headstrong, conceited, lovers
of pleasure rather than lovers of God,

5holding a form of godliness but having
denied its power. Turn away from these,
also.

6 For some of these are people who
creep into houses and take captive gullible
women loaded down with sins, led away
by various lusts,

7always learningandneverable to come
to the knowledge of the truth.

8 Even as Jannes and Jambres opposed
Moses, so these also oppose the truth, men
corrupted in mind, who concerning the
faith are rejected.

9 But they will proceed no further. For
their folly will be evident to all men, as
theirs also came to be.

10 But you followed my teaching, con-
duct, purpose, faith, patience, love, stead-
fastness,

11 persecutions, and sufferings—those
things that happened to me at Antioch,
Iconium, and Lystra. I endured those per-
secutions. The Lord delivered me out of
them all.

12Yes, and all who desire to live godly in
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

13But evil men and impostors will grow
worse and worse, deceiving and being de-
ceived.

14 But you remain in the things which
you have learned and have been assured
of, knowing fromwhom you have learned
them.

* 2:19Numbers 16:5 ‡ 2:19 TR reads “Christ” instead of “the Lord”
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15 From infancy, you have known the
holyScriptureswhichareable tomakeyou
wise for salvation through faithwhich is in
Christ Jesus.

16 Every Scripture is God-breathed and†
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for instruction in righ-
teousness,

17 that each person who belongs to God
maybe complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work.

4
1 I command you therefore before God

and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge
the living and the dead at his appearing
and his Kingdom:

2 preach the word; be urgent in season
and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and
exhort with all patience and teaching.

3 For the time will come when they will
not listen to the sounddoctrine, but having
itching ears, will heap up for themselves
teachers after their own lusts,

4 and will turn away their ears from the
truth, and turn away to fables.

5 But you be sober in all things, suffer
hardship, do the work of an evangelist,
and fulfill yourministry.

6For I am already being offered, and the
time of my departure has come.

7 I have fought the good fight. I have
finished the course. I have kept the faith.

8 From now on, the crown of righteous-
ness is stored up for me, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, will give tome on that
day; andnot tomeonly, but also to all those
who have loved his appearing.

9Be diligent to come tome soon,
10 for Demas left me, having loved this

present world, and went to Thessalonica;
Crescens to Galatia; and Titus to Dalmatia.

11Only Luke is with me. Take Mark and
bring him with you, for he is useful to me
for service.

12But I sent Tychicus to Ephesus.
13Bring the cloak that I left at Troaswith

Carpus when you come—and the books,
especially the parchments.

14Alexander the coppersmith did much
evil tome. TheLordwill repayhimaccord-
ing to his deeds.

15Beware of him, for he greatly opposed
our words.

16 At my first defense, no one came to
help me, but all left me. May it not be held
against them.

17But theLord stoodbymeand strength-
ened me, that through me the message
might be fully proclaimed, and that all the
Gentilesmight hear. So Iwas delivered out
of themouth of the lion.

18 And the Lord will deliver me from
every evil work and will preserve me for
his heavenlyKingdom. Tohimbe the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

19Greet Prisca andAquila, and thehouse
of Onesiphorus.

20Erastus remained at Corinth, but I left
Trophimus at Miletus sick.

21Be diligent to come before winter. Eu-
bulus salutes you, as do Pudens, Linus,
Claudia, and all the brothers.

22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.

† 3:16 or, Every writing inspired by God is
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Paul’s Letter to Titus
1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle

of Jesus Christ,† according to the faith of
God’s chosen ones and the knowledge of
the truth which is according to godliness,

2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who
can’t lie, promised before time began;

3 but in his own time revealed his word
in themessagewithwhich I was entrusted
according to thecommandmentofGodour
Savior,

4 to Titus, my true child according to a
common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ our Savior.

5 I left you in Crete for this reason, that
youwould set in order the things thatwere
lacking and appoint elders in every city, as
I directed you—

6 if anyone is blameless, the husband
of one wife, having children who believe,
who are not accused of loose or unruly
behavior.

7 For the overseer must be blameless, as
God’s steward, not self-pleasing, not easily
angered, not given towine, not violent, not
greedy for dishonest gain;

8but given to hospitality, a lover of good,
sober minded, fair, holy, self-controlled,

9 holding to the faithful word which is
according to the teaching, that he may be
able to exhort in the sound doctrine, and
to convict those who contradict him.

10 For there are also many unruly men,
vain talkers and deceivers, especially
those of the circumcision,

11whose mouths must be stopped: men
who overthrow whole houses, teaching
things which they ought not, for dishonest
gain’s sake.

12 One of them, a prophet of their own,
said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts,
and idle gluttons.”

13 This testimony is true. For this cause,
reprove them sharply, that they may be
sound in the faith,

14 not paying attention to Jewish fables
and commandments of men who turn
away from the truth.

15 To the pure, all things are pure, but
to those who are defiled and unbelieving,
nothing is pure; but both their mind and
their conscience are defiled.

16 They profess that they know God, but
by their deeds they deny him, being abom-
inable, disobedient, and unfit for any good
work.

2
1But say the things which fit sound doc-

trine,
2 that older men should be temperate,

sensible, sober minded, sound in faith, in
love, and in perseverance,

3 and that older women likewise be rev-
erent in behavior, not slanderers nor en-
slaved to much wine, teachers of that
which is good,

4 that they may train the young wives to
love their husbands, to love their children,

5 to be sober minded, chaste, workers
at home, kind, being in subjection to their
ownhusbands, thatGod’swordmaynotbe
blasphemed.

6Likewise, exhort the youngermen tobe
sober minded.

7 In all things show yourself an example
of good works. In your teaching, show
integrity, seriousness, incorruptibility,

8 and soundness of speech that can’t be
condemned, that hewho opposes youmay
be ashamed, having no evil thing to say
about us.

9 Exhort servants to be in subjection to
their own masters and to be well-pleasing
in all things, not contradicting,

10 not stealing, but showing all good fi-
delity, that they may adorn the doctrine of
God, our Savior, in all things.

11 For the grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation to all men,

12 instructing us to the intent that, deny-
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
would live soberly, righteously, and godly
in this present age;

† 1:1 “Christ”means “Anointed One”.
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13 looking for the blessed hope and ap-
pearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ,

14who gave himself for us, that hemight
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for
himself a people for his own possession,
zealous for good works.

15 Say these things and exhort and re-
prove with all authority. Let no one de-
spise you.

3
1 Remind them to be in subjection to

rulers and to authorities, to be obedient, to
be ready for every good work,

2 to speak evil of no one, not to be con-
tentious, to be gentle, showing all humility
toward all men.

3 For we were also once foolish, disobe-
dient, deceived, serving various lusts and
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hate-
ful, and hating one another.

4 But when the kindness of God our
Savior and his love toward mankind ap-
peared,

5 not by works of righteousness which
we did ourselves, but according to his
mercy, he saved us through the washing
of regeneration and renewing by the Holy
Spirit,

6 whom he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior;

7 that being justified by his grace, we
might bemade heirs according to the hope
of eternal life.

8 This saying is faithful, and concern-
ing these things I desire that you insist
confidently, so that those who have be-
lieved God may be careful to maintain
good works. These things are good and
profitable to men;

9but shun foolish questionings, genealo-
gies, strife, and disputes about the law; for
they are unprofitable and vain.

10 Avoid a factious man after a first and
second warning,

11 knowing that such a one is perverted
and sinful, being self-condemned.

12When I send Artemas to you, or Tychi-
cus, be diligent to come tome to Nicopolis,
for I have determined to winter there.

13 Send Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on
their journey speedily, that nothing may
be lacking for them.

14 Let our people also learn to maintain
good works to meet necessary needs, that
theymay not be unfruitful.

15All who are with me greet you. Greet
those who love us in faith.
Grace be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to Philemon
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ† Jesus, and

Timothy our brother, to Philemon, our
beloved fellowworker,

2 to the beloved Apphia, to Archippus
our fellow soldier, and to the assembly in
your house:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I thank my God always, making men-
tion of you inmy prayers,

5 hearing of your love and of the faith
which you have toward the Lord Jesus and
toward all the saints,

6 that the fellowship of your faith may
become effective in the knowledge of ev-
ery good thing which is in us in Christ
Jesus.

7 For we have much joy and comfort in
your love, because the hearts of the saints
have been refreshed through you, brother.

8 Therefore though I have all boldness
in Christ to command you that which is
appropriate,

9 yet for love’s sake I rather appeal to
you, being such a one as Paul, the aged, but
also a prisoner of Jesus Christ.

10 I appeal to you formy child Onesimus,
whom I have become the father of in my
chains,‡

11who once was useless to you, but now
is useful to you and tome.

12 I am sending him back. Therefore
receive him, that is, my own heart,

13whom I desired to keep with me, that
on your behalf he might serve me in my
chains for the Good News.

14But Iwaswilling todonothingwithout
your consent, that your goodness would
not be as of necessity, but of free will.

15 For perhaps he was therefore sepa-
rated from you for a while that you would
have him forever,

16 no longer as a slave, but more than a
slave, a beloved brother—especially tome,
but how much rather to you, both in the
flesh and in the Lord.

17 If then you countmeapartner, receive
him as you would receive me.

18 But if he has wronged you at all or
owes you anything, put that tomyaccount.

19 I, Paul, write this withmy own hand: I
will repay it (not tomention toyou that you
owe tome even your own self besides).

20Yes, brother, let me have joy from you
in the Lord. Refreshmy heart in the Lord.

21Having confidence in your obedience,
I write to you, knowing that you will do
even beyondwhat I say.

22Also, prepare a guest room for me, for
I hope that through your prayers I will be
restored to you.

23Epaphras,my fellowprisoner inChrist
Jesus, greets you,

24 as do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and
Luke, my fellowworkers.

25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit. Amen.

† 1:1 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:10Onesimusmeans “useful”.
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The Letter to the
Hebrews

1God, having in thepast spoken to the fa-
thers through the prophets at many times
and in various ways,

2 has at the end of these days spoken to
us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of
all things, throughwhomalso hemade the
worlds.

3His Son is the radiance of his glory, the
very image of his substance, and uphold-
ing all things by the word of his power,
who, when he had by himself purified us
of our sins, sat down on the right hand of
theMajesty on high,

4having becomeasmuchbetter than the
angels as the more excellent name he has
inherited is better than theirs.

5For to which of the angels did he say at
any time,
“You aremy Son.

Today I have become your father?”*
and again,
“I will be to him a Father,

and he will be to me a Son?”*
6When he again brings in the firstborn

into the world he says, “Let all the angels
of God worship him.”*

7Of the angels he says,
“Hemakes his angels winds,

and his servants a flame of fire.”*
8But of the Son he says,

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.
The scepter of uprightness is the
scepter of your Kingdom.

9 You have loved righteousness and hated
iniquity;

thereforeGod, yourGod, has anointed
you with the oil of gladness above
your fellows.”*

10And,
“You, Lord, in the beginning, laid the foun-

dation of the earth.
The heavens are the works of your
hands.

11They will perish, but you continue.
They all will grow old like a garment
does.

12Youwill roll them up like amantle,
and they will be changed;
but you are the same.
Your years won’t fail.”*

13 But which of the angels has he told at
any time,
“Sit at my right hand,

until I make your enemies the foot-
stool of your feet?”*

14Aren’t they all serving spirits, sent out
to do service for the sake of those whowill
inherit salvation?

2
1 Therefore we ought to pay greater at-

tention to the things that were heard, lest
perhaps we drift away.

2 For if the word spoken through angels
proved steadfast, and every transgression
and disobedience received a just penalty,

3 how will we escape if we neglect so
great a salvation—which at the first having
been spoken through the Lord, was con-
firmed to us by those who heard,

4 God also testifying with them, both by
signs and wonders, by various works of
power, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, ac-
cording to his ownwill?

5For he didn’t subject theworld to come,
of which we speak, to angels.

6 But one has somewhere testified, say-
ing,
“What is man, that you think of him?

Or the son of man, that you care for
him?

7 You made him a little lower than the
angels.

You crowned him with glory and
honor.†

8 You have put all things in subjection
under his feet.”*

For in that he subjected all things to him,
he left nothing that is not subject to him.
But now we don’t yet see all things sub-
jected to him.

* 1:5 Psalms 2:7 * 1:5 2 Samuel 7:14; 1 Chronicles 17:13 * 1:6 Deuteronomy 32:43 LXX * 1:7 Psalms 104:4
* 1:9 Psalms 45:6-7 * 1:12 Psalms 102:25-27 * 1:13 Psalms 110:1 † 2:7 TR adds “and set him over the works
of your hands” * 2:8 Psalms 8:4-6
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9 But we see him who has been made a
little lower than the angels, Jesus, because
of the suffering of death crowned with
glory and honor, that by the grace of God
he should taste of death for everyone.

10 For it became him, for whom are all
things and through whom are all things,
in bringing many children to glory, to
make the author of their salvation perfect
through sufferings.

11 For both he who sanctifies and those
who are sanctified are all from one, for
which causehe is not ashamed to call them
brothers,‡

12 saying,
“I will declare your name tomy brothers.

Among the congregation I will sing
your praise.”*

13 Again, “I will put my trust in him.”
Again, “Behold, here I amwith thechildren
whomGod has givenme.”*

14Since then the children have shared in
fleshandblood, healsohimself in the same
way partook of the same, that through
death he might bring to nothing him who
had the power of death, that is, the devil,

15 and might deliver all of them who
through fear of death were all their life-
time subject to bondage.

16 For most certainly, he doesn’t give
help to angels, but he gives help to the
offspring§ of Abraham.

17 Therefore he was obligated in all
things to bemade like his brothers, that he
might become amerciful and faithful high
priest in things pertaining to God, to make
atonement for the sins of the people.

18 For in that he himself has suffered
being tempted, he is able to help thosewho
are tempted.

3
1Therefore, holybrothers, partakersof a

heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and
High Priest of our confession: Jesus,

2whowas faithful to himwhoappointed
him, as also Moses was in all his house.

3 For he has been counted worthy of
more glory than Moses, because he who
built the house has more honor than the
house.

4 For every house is built by someone;
but he who built all things is God.

5 Moses indeed was faithful in all his
house as a servant, for a testimonyof those
thingswhichwere afterward to be spoken,

6 but Christ† is faithful as a Son over his
house. Wearehishouse, ifwehold fast our
confidence and the glorying of our hope
firm to the end.

7Therefore, even as the Holy Spirit says,
“Today if you will hear his voice,

8 don’t harden your hearts as in the
rebellion,

in thedayof the trial in thewilderness,
9 where your fathers tested me and
triedme,

and sawmy deeds for forty years.
10 Therefore I was displeased with that

generation,
and said, ‘They always err in their
heart,

but they didn’t knowmyways.’
11As I swore inmywrath,

‘They will not enter into my rest.’ ”*
12 Beware, brothers, lest perhaps there

might be in any one of you an evil heart
of unbelief, in falling away from the living
God;

13 but exhort one another day by day, so
long as it is called “today”, lest any one of
you be hardened by the deceitfulness of
sin.

14 For we have become partakers of
Christ, if we hold the beginning of our
confidence firm to the end,

15while it is said,
“Today if you will hear his voice,

don’t harden your hearts, as in the
rebellion.”*

16 For who, when they heard, rebelled?
Wasn’t it all those who came out of Egypt
led byMoses?

‡ 2:11Theword for “brothers”hereandwhere context allowsmayalsobe correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.” * 2:12 Psalms 22:22 * 2:13 Isaiah 8:18 § 2:16 or, seed † 3:6 “Christ”means “Anointed One”.
* 3:11 Psalms 95:7-11 * 3:15 Psalms 95:7-8
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17 With whom was he displeased forty
years? Wasn’t it with those who sinned,
whose bodies fell in the wilderness?

18 To whom did he swear that they
wouldn’t enter into his rest, but to those
whowere disobedient?

19We see that they weren’t able to enter
in because of unbelief.

4
1 Let’s fear therefore, lest perhaps any-

one of you should seem tohave come short
of a promise of entering into his rest.

2 For indeed we have had good news
preached to us, even as they also did, but
the word they heard didn’t profit them,
because itwasn’tmixedwith faithby those
who heard.

3Forwewhohave believed do enter into
that rest, even as he has said, “As I swore
in my wrath, they will not enter into my
rest;”* although the works were finished
from the foundation of the world.

4 For he has said this somewhere about
the seventh day, “God rested on the sev-
enth day from all his works;”*

5 and in this place again, “They will not
enter into my rest.”*

6 Seeing therefore it remains that some
should enter into it, and they to whom the
good news was preached before failed to
enter in because of disobedience,

7he again defines a certain day, “today”,
saying through David so long a time after-
ward (just as has been said),
“Today if you will hear his voice,

don’t harden your hearts.”*
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, he

would not have spoken afterward of an-
other day.

9There remains therefore a Sabbath rest
for the people of God.

10 For he who has entered into his rest
has himself also rested from his works, as
God did from his.

11 Let’s therefore give diligence to enter
into that rest, lest anyone fall after the
same example of disobedience.

12 For the word of God is living and
active, and sharper than any two-edged

sword, piercing even to the dividing of
soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow,
and is able to discern the thoughts and
intentions of the heart.

13 There is no creature that is hidden
fromhis sight, but all things are naked and
laid open before the eyes of him to whom
wemust give an account.

14 Having then a great high priest who
has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the
Son of God, let’s hold tightly to our confes-
sion.

15 For we don’t have a high priest who
can’t be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities, but one who has been in all
points tempted likeweare, yetwithout sin.

16 Let’s therefore draw near with bold-
ness to the throne of grace, that we may
receivemercy andmay find grace for help
in time of need.

5
1For every high priest, being taken from

amongmen, is appointed formen in things
pertaining to God, that he may offer both
gifts and sacrifices for sins.

2 The high priest can deal gently with
those who are ignorant and going astray,
because he himself is also surrounded
with weakness.

3Because of this, hemust offer sacrifices
for sins for the people, as well as for him-
self.

4 Nobody takes this honor on himself,
but he is called byGod, just likeAaronwas.

5 So also Christ didn’t glorify himself to
be made a high priest, but it was he who
said to him,
“You aremy Son.

Today I have become your father.”*
6As he says also in another place,

“You are a priest forever,
after the order of Melchizedek.”*

7He, in the days of his flesh, having of-
fered up prayers and petitions with strong
crying and tears to him who was able to
save him from death, and having been
heard for his godly fear,

8 thoughhewas a Son, yet learnedobedi-
ence by the things which he suffered.

* 4:3 Psalms 95:11 * 4:4 Genesis 2:2 * 4:5 Psalms 95:11 * 4:7 Psalms 95:7-8 * 5:5 Psalms 2:7 * 5:6
Psalms 110:4
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9Having been made perfect, he became
to all of those who obey him the author of
eternal salvation,

10 named by God a high priest after the
order of Melchizedek.

11 About him we have many words to
say, and hard to interpret, seeing you have
become dull of hearing.

12 For although by this time you should
be teachers, you again need to have some-
one teach you the rudiments of the first
principles of the revelations of God. You
have come toneedmilk, andnot solid food.

13 For everyone who lives on milk is not
experienced in the word of righteousness,
for he is a baby.

14But solid food is for those who are full
grown, who by reason of use have their
senses exercised to discern good and evil.

6
1 Therefore leaving the teaching of the

first principles of Christ, let’s press on to
perfection—not laying again a foundation
of repentance from dead works, of faith
toward God,

2of the teachingof baptisms, of layingon
of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and
of eternal judgment.

3This will we do, if God permits.
4 For concerning those who were once

enlightened and tasted of the heavenly
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy
Spirit,

5 and tasted the good word of God and
the powers of the age to come,

6 and then fell away, it is impossible to
renew them again to repentance; seeing
they crucify the Son of God for themselves
again, and put him to open shame.

7 For the land which has drunk the rain
that comes often on it and produces a crop
suitable for them for whose sake it is also
tilled, receives blessing from God;

8 but if it bears thorns and thistles, it is
rejected andnear being cursed,whose end
is to be burned.

9 But, beloved, we are persuaded of bet-
ter things for you, and things that accom-

pany salvation, even though we speak like
this.

10ForGod isnotunrighteous, so as to for-
get your work and the labor of love which
you showed toward his name, in that you
served the saints, and still do serve them.

11 We desire that each one of you may
show the same diligence to the fullness of
hope even to the end,

12 that you won’t be sluggish, but imita-
tors of those who through faith and perse-
verance inherited the promises.

13 For when God made a promise to
Abraham, since he could swear by no one
greater, he swore by himself,

14 saying, “Surely blessing I will bless
you, andmultiplying I will multiply you.”*

15 Thus, having patiently endured, he
obtained the promise.

16 For men indeed swear by a greater
one, and in every dispute of theirs the oath
is final for confirmation.

17 In this way God, being determined to
show more abundantly to the heirs of the
promise the immutability of his counsel,
interposed with an oath,

18 that by two immutable things, in
which it is impossible for God to lie, we
may have a strong encouragement, who
havefled for refuge to takeholdof thehope
set before us.

19This hopewe have as an anchor of the
soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and
entering into that which is within the veil,

20 where as a forerunner Jesus entered
forus, havingbecomeahighpriest forever
after the order of Melchizedek.

7
1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem,

priest of God Most High, who met Abra-
ham returning from the slaughter of the
kings and blessed him,

2 to whom also Abraham divided a tenth
part of all (being first, by interpretation,
“king of righteousness”, and then also
“king of Salem”, which means “king of
peace”,

3 without father, without mother, with-
out genealogy, having neither beginning

* 6:14 Genesis 22:17
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of days nor end of life, but made like the
Son of God), remains a priest continually.

4Now consider how great this man was,
towhomevenAbrahamthepatriarchgave
a tenth out of the best plunder.

5They indeed of the sons of Levi who re-
ceive the priest’s office have a command-
ment to take tithes from thepeople accord-
ing to the law, that is, of their brothers,
though these have come out of the body of
Abraham,

6but he whose genealogy is not counted
from them has accepted tithes from Abra-
ham, and has blessed him who has the
promises.

7 But without any dispute the lesser is
blessed by the greater.

8Here people who die receive tithes, but
there one receives tithes of whom it is
testified that he lives.

9Wecan say that throughAbrahameven
Levi, who receives tithes, has paid tithes,

10 for hewas yet in the body of his father
whenMelchizedekmet him.

11 Now if perfection was through the
Levitical priesthood (for under it the peo-
ple have received the law), what further
need was there for another priest to arise
after the order of Melchizedek, and not be
called after the order of Aaron?

12 For the priesthood being changed,
there is of necessity a changemade also in
the law.

13 For he of whom these things are said
belongs to another tribe, from which no
one has officiated at the altar.

14 For it is evident that our Lord has
sprung out of Judah, about which tribe
Moses spoke nothing concerning priest-
hood.

15 This is yet more abundantly evident,
if after the likeness of Melchizedek there
arises another priest,

16who has been made, not after the law
of a fleshly commandment, but after the
power of an endless life;

17 for it is testified,
“You are a priest forever,

according to theorderofMelchizedek.”*

18For there is anannullingof a foregoing
commandment because of its weakness
and uselessness

19 (for the law made nothing perfect),
and a bringing in of a better hope, through
which we draw near to God.

20 Inasmuch as he was not made priest
without the taking of an oath

21 (for they indeed have been made
priests without an oath), but he with an
oath by him that says of him,
“The Lord swore and will not change his

mind,
‘You are a priest forever,
according to theorderofMelchizedek.’ ”*

22 By so much, Jesus has become the
guarantee of a better covenant.

23Many, indeed, havebeenmadepriests,
because they are hindered from continu-
ing by death.

24 But he, because he lives forever, has
his priesthood unchangeable.

25 Therefore he is also able to save to
the uttermost those who draw near to God
throughhim, seeing thathe lives forever to
make intercession for them.

26 For such a high priest was fitting for
us: holy, guiltless, undefiled, separated
from sinners, and made higher than the
heavens;

27 who doesn’t need, like those high
priests, to offer up sacrifices daily, first for
his own sins, and then for the sins of the
people. For he did this once for all, when
he offered up himself.

28 For the law appoints men as high
priests who have weakness, but the word
of the oath, which came after the law,
appoints a Son forever who has been per-
fected.

8
1Now in the things whichwe are saying,

themain point is this: we have such a high
priest, who sat down on the right hand of
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,

2 a servant of the sanctuary and of the
true tabernacle which the Lord pitched,
not man.

3 For every high priest is appointed to
offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it

* 7:17 Psalms 110:4 * 7:21 Psalms 110:4
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is necessary that this high priest also have
something to offer.

4For if hewere onearth, hewouldnot be
a priest at all, seeing there are priests who
offer the gifts according to the law,

5 who serve a copy and shadow of
the heavenly things, even as Moses was
warned by God when he was about to
make the tabernacle, for he said, “See,
you shall make everything according to
the pattern that was shown to you on the
mountain.”*

6But now he has obtained a more excel-
lent ministry, by as much as he is also the
mediator of a better covenant, which on
better promises has been given as law.

7For if thatfirst covenanthadbeen fault-
less, thennoplacewouldhavebeen sought
for a second.

8For finding fault with them, he said,
“Behold,† the days are coming”, says the

Lord,
“that I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah;

9not according to the covenant that Imade
with their fathers

in the day that I took themby the hand
to lead themout of the landof Egypt;

for they didn’t continue inmy covenant,
and I disregarded them,” says the
Lord.

10 “For this is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel

after those days,” says the Lord:
“I will put my laws into their mind;

I will also write them on their heart.
I will be their God,

and they will be my people.
11Theywill not teach everyman his fellow

citizen‡
and every man his brother, saying,

‘Know the Lord,’
for all will knowme,
from their least to their greatest.

12 For I will be merciful to their unrigh-
teousness.

I will remember their sins and lawless
deeds nomore.”*

13 In that he says, “A new covenant”, he
hasmade the first obsolete. But thatwhich
is becoming obsolete and grows aged is
near to vanishing away.

9
1 Now indeed even the first† covenant

had ordinances of divine service and an
earthly sanctuary.

2 For a tabernacle was prepared. In the
first part were the lamp stand, the table,
and the show bread, which is called the
Holy Place.

3 After the second veil was the taberna-
cle which is called the Holy of Holies,

4havingagoldenaltarof incenseand the
ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides
with gold, in which was a golden pot hold-
ing the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded,
and the tablets of the covenant;

5 and above it cherubim of glory over-
shadowing themercy seat, ofwhich things
we can’t speak now in detail.

6Now these things having been thus pre-
pared, the priests go in continually into
thefirst tabernacle, accomplishing the ser-
vices,

7 but into the second the high priest
alone, once in the year, not without blood,
which he offers for himself and for the
errors of the people.

8 The Holy Spirit is indicating this, that
the way into the Holy Place wasn’t yet re-
vealed while the first tabernacle was still
standing.

9 This is a symbol of the present age,
where gifts and sacrifices are offered that
are incapable, concerning the conscience,
of making the worshiper perfect,

10being only (with foods and drinks and
various washings) fleshly ordinances, im-
posed until a time of reformation.

11ButChrist having comeas ahighpriest
of the coming good things, through the
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not
made with hands, that is to say, not of this
creation,

12nor yet through the blood of goats and
calves, but through his ownblood, entered

* 8:5 Exodus 25:40 † 8:8 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used
as an interjection. ‡ 8:11 TR reads “neighbor” instead of “fellow citizen” * 8:12 Jeremiah 31:31-34 † 9:1 TR
adds “tabernacle”
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in once for all into the Holy Place, having
obtained eternal redemption.

13For if the blood of goats and bulls, and
the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who
have been defiled, sanctify to the clean-
ness of the flesh,

14 how much more will the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without defect to God,
cleanse your conscience from dead works
to serve the living God?

15 For this reason he is the mediator of a
new covenant, since a death has occurred
for the redemption of the transgressions
that were under the first covenant, that
those who have been called may receive
the promise of the eternal inheritance.

16For where a last will and testament is,
theremust of necessity be the death of him
whomade it.

17 For a will is in force where there has
been death, for it is never in forcewhile he
whomade it lives.

18 Therefore even the first covenant has
not been dedicated without blood.

19 For when every commandment had
been spoken by Moses to all the people
according to the law, he took the blood of
the calves and the goats, with water and
scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled
both the book itself and all the people,

20 saying, “This is the blood of the
covenant which God has commanded
you.”*

21Hesprinkled the tabernacleandall the
vessels of the ministry in the same way
with the blood.

22 According to the law, nearly every-
thing is cleansed with blood, and apart
from shedding of blood there is no remis-
sion.

23 It was necessary therefore that the
copies of the things in the heavens should
be cleansed with these, but the heavenly
things themselves with better sacrifices
than these.

24 For Christ hasn’t entered into holy
places made with hands, which are rep-
resentations of the true, but into heaven
itself, now toappear in thepresenceofGod
for us;

25 nor yet that he should offer himself
often, as thehighpriest enters into theholy
place year by year with blood not his own,

26 or else he must have suffered often
since the foundation of theworld. But now
once at the end of the ages, he has been
revealed to put away sin by the sacrifice of
himself.

27 Inasmuch as it is appointed formen to
die once, and after this, judgment,

28 so Christ also, having been offered
once to bear the sins of many, will appear
a second time, not to deal with sin, but
to save those who are eagerly waiting for
him.

10
1 For the law, having a shadow of the

good to come, not the very image of the
things, can never with the same sacrifices
year by year, which they offer continually,
make perfect those who draw near.

2Or elsewouldn’t they have ceased to be
offered, because the worshipers, having
been once cleansed, would have had no
more consciousness of sins?

3But in those sacrifices there is a yearly
reminder of sins.

4 For it is impossible that the blood of
bulls and goats should take away sins.

5 Therefore when he comes into the
world, he says,
“You didn’t desire sacrifice and offering,

but you prepared a body for me.
6Youhadnopleasure inwhole burnt offer-

ings and sacrifices for sin.
7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come (in
the scroll of the book it is written of
me)

to do your will, O God.’ ”*
8 Previously saying, “Sacrifices and of-

ferings andwhole burnt offerings and sac-
rifices for sinyoudidn’t desire, neitherhad
pleasure in them” (thosewhich are offered
according to the law),

9 then he has said, “Behold, I have come
to do your will.” He takes away the first,
that hemay establish the second,

10bywhich will we have been sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.

* 9:20 Exodus 24:8 * 10:7 Psalms 40:6-8
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11Every priest indeed stands day by day
serving and offering often the same sacri-
fices, which can never take away sins,

12but he, when he had offered one sacri-
fice for sins forever, sat down on the right
hand of God,

13 from that time waiting until his ene-
mies are made the footstool of his feet.

14 For by one offering he has perfected
forever those who are being sanctified.

15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for
after saying,
16 “This is the covenant that I will make

with them
after those days,” says the Lord,

“I will put my laws on their heart,
I will also write them on their mind;”*

then he says,
17 “I will remember their sins and their

iniquities nomore.”*
18Nowwhere remissionof these is, there

is nomore offering for sin.
19 Having therefore, brothers, boldness

to enter into the holy place by the blood of
Jesus,

20by the way which he dedicated for us,
anewand livingway, through theveil, that
is to say, his flesh,

21 and having a great priest over God’s
house,

22 let’s draw near with a true heart in
fullness of faith, having our hearts sprin-
kled from an evil conscience and having
our body washed with pure water,

23 let’s hold fast the confession of our
hope without wavering; for he who
promised is faithful.

24Let’s consider how to provoke one an-
other to love and good works,

25 not forsaking our own assembling
together, as the custom of some is, but
exhorting one another, and so much the
more as you see the Day approaching.

26 For if we sin willfully after we have
received the knowledge of the truth, there
remains nomore a sacrifice for sins,

27 but a certain fearful expectation of
judgment, and a fierceness of fire which
will devour the adversaries.

28AmanwhodisregardsMoses’ lawdies
without compassion on theword of two or
three witnesses.

29Howmuch worse punishment do you
think he will be judged worthy of who has
trodden under foot the Son of God, and
has counted thebloodof the covenantwith
which he was sanctified an unholy thing,
and has insulted the Spirit of grace?

30 For we know him who said,
“Vengeance belongs to me. I will repay,”
says the Lord.* Again, “The Lordwill judge
his people.”*

31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.

32 But remember the former days, in
which, after you were enlightened, you
endured a great struggle with sufferings:

33 partly, being exposed to both re-
proaches and oppressions, and partly, be-
coming partakers with those who were
treated so.

34For youbothhad compassion onme in
my chains and joyfully accepted the plun-
dering of your possessions, knowing that
you have for yourselves a better posses-
sion and an enduring one in the heavens.

35 Therefore don’t throw away your
boldness, which has a great reward.

36 For you need endurance so that, hav-
ing done the will of God, you may receive
the promise.
37 “In a very little while,

he who comes will come and will not
wait.

38But the righteous one will live by faith.
If he shrinks back, my soul has no
pleasure in him.”*

39 But we are not of those who shrink
back to destruction, but of those who have
faith to the saving of the soul.

11
1Now faith is assurance of things hoped

for, proof of things not seen.
2 For by this, the elders obtained ap-

proval.
3 By faith we understand that the uni-

verse has been framed by theword of God,
* 10:16 Jeremiah 31:33 * 10:17 Jeremiah 31:34 * 10:30 Deuteronomy 32:35 * 10:30 Deuteronomy 32:36;
Psalms 135:14 * 10:38Habakkuk 2:3-4
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so that what is seen has not beenmade out
of things which are visible.

4By faith Abel offered to God a more ex-
cellent sacrifice than Cain, through which
he had testimony given to him that he was
righteous, God testifying with respect to
his gifts; and through it he, being dead, still
speaks.

5By faith Enoch was taken away, so that
he wouldn’t see death, and he was not
found, because God translated him. For he
has had testimony given to him that before
his translation he had been well pleasing
to God.

6Without faith it is impossible to bewell
pleasing to him, for he who comes to God
must believe that he exists, and that he is a
rewarder of those who seek him.

7 By faith Noah, being warned about
things not yet seen, moved with godly
fear,† prepared a ship for the saving of his
house, through which he condemned the
world and became heir of the righteous-
ness which is according to faith.

8By faith Abraham, when he was called,
obeyed to go out to the place which hewas
to receive for an inheritance. Hewent out,
not knowing where he went.

9 By faith he lived as an alien in the
land of promise, as in a land not his own,
dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the
heirs with him of the same promise.

10 For he was looking for the city which
has foundations,whosebuilderandmaker
is God.

11 By faith even Sarah herself received
power to conceive, and she bore a child
when she was past age, since she counted
him faithful who had promised.

12 Therefore as many as the stars of the
sky in multitude, and as innumerable as
the sand which is by the sea shore, were
fathered by one man, and him as good as
dead.

13 These all died in faith, not having
received the promises, but having seen‡
them and embraced them from afar, and
having confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrims on the earth.

14 For those who say such things make
it clear that they are seeking a country of
their own.

15 If indeed they had been thinking of
that country from which they went out,
they would have had enough time to re-
turn.

16 But now they desire a better country,
that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is
not ashamed of them, to be called their
God, for he has prepared a city for them.

17 By faith, Abraham, being tested, of-
fered up Isaac. Yes, he who had gladly
received the promises was offering up his
only born§ son,

18 to whom it was said, “Your offspring
will be accounted as from Isaac,” *

19 concluding that God is able to raise up
even from the dead. Figuratively speak-
ing, he also did receive him back from the
dead.

20By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau,
even concerning things to come.

21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying,
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and
worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.

22 By faith Joseph, when his end was
near, made mention of the departure of
the children of Israel, and gave instruc-
tions concerning his bones.

23By faithMoses,whenhewasborn,was
hidden for three months by his parents,
because they saw that he was a beautiful
child; and theywerenotafraidof theking’s
commandment.

24 By faith Moses, when he had grown
up, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter,

25 choosing rather to share ill treatment
with God’s people than to enjoy the plea-
sures of sin for a time,

26 considering the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures of Egypt;
for he looked to the reward.

27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the
wrathof theking; forheendured, as seeing
himwho is invisible.

† 11:7 or, reverence ‡ 11:13TR adds “andbeing convinced of” § 11:17The phrase “only born” is from theGreek
word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. * 11:18 Genesis 21:12
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28 By faith he kept the Passover and the
sprinkling of the blood, that the destroyer
of the firstborn should not touch them.

29 By faith they passed through the Red
Sea as on dry land. When the Egyptians
tried to do so, they were swallowed up.

30By faith the walls of Jericho fell down
after they had been encircled for seven
days.

31 By faith Rahab the prostitute didn’t
perish with those who were disobedient,
having received the spies in peace.

32 What more shall I say? For the time
would fail me if I told of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the
prophets—

33 who through faith subdued king-
doms, worked out righteousness, obtained
promises, stopped themouths of lions,*

34 quenched the power of fire,* escaped
the edge of the sword,* from weakness
were made strong, grew mighty in war,
and caused foreign armies to flee.

35Women received their dead by resur-
rection.* Others were tortured, not ac-
cepting their deliverance, that they might
obtain a better resurrection.

36 Others were tried by mocking and
scourging, yes, moreover by bonds and
imprisonment.

37 They were stoned.* They were sawn
apart. They were tempted. They were
slain with the sword.* They went around
in sheep skins and in goat skins; being
destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—

38 of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering in deserts, mountains, caves,
and the holes of the earth.

39Theseall, havingbeencommended for
their faith, didn’t receive the promise,

40 God having provided some better
thing concerning us, so that apart from us
they should not bemade perfect.

12
1 Therefore let’s also, seeing we are sur-

rounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,

lay aside every weight and the sin which
so easily entangles us, and let’s run with
perseverance the race that is set before us,

2 looking to Jesus, the author and per-
fecter of faith, who for the joy that was set
beforehimendured the cross, despising its
shame, and has sat down at the right hand
of the throne of God.

3 For consider him who has endured
such contradiction of sinners against him-
self, that you don’t growweary, fainting in
your souls.

4Youhavenot yet resisted toblood, striv-
ing against sin.

5 You have forgotten the exhortation
which reasons with you as with children,
“My son, don’t take lightly the chastening

of the Lord,
nor faint when you are reproved by
him;

6 for whom the Lord loves, he disci-
plines,

and chastises every son whom he re-
ceives.”*

7 It is for discipline that you endure. God
deals with you as with children, for what
son is there whom his father doesn’t disci-
pline?

8 But if you are without discipline, of
which all have been made partakers, then
you are illegitimate, and not children.

9 Furthermore, we had the fathers of
our flesh to chasten us, and we paid them
respect. Shall we not much rather be in
subjection to the Father of spirits and live?

10 For they indeed for a few days disci-
plined us as seemed good to them, but he
for our profit, that wemay be partakers of
his holiness.

11All chastening seems for thepresent to
be not joyous but grievous; yet afterward
it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness
to those who have been trained by it.

12 Therefore lift up the hands that hang
down and the feeble knees, *

13andmake straight paths for your feet,*
so what is lamemay not be dislocated, but
rather be healed.

* 11:33Daniel 6:22-23 * 11:34Daniel 3:1-30 * 11:341Kings19:1-3; 2Kings6:31—7:20 * 11:351Kings17:17-23;
2Kings 4:32-37 * 11:37 2Chronicles 24:20-21 * 11:37 Jeremiah26:20-23; 1Kings 19:10 * 12:6Proverbs 3:11-12
* 12:12 Isaiah 35:3 * 12:13 Proverbs 4:26
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14 Follow after peace with all men, and
the sanctification without which no man
will see the Lord,

15 lookingcarefully lest therebeanyman
who falls short of the grace of God, lest any
root of bitterness springing up trouble you
andmany be defiled by it,

16 lest there be any sexually immoral
person or profane person, like Esau, who
sold his birthright for onemeal.

17 For you know that even when he af-
terward desired to inherit the blessing, he
was rejected, for he found no place for a
change of mind though he sought it dili-
gently with tears.

18 For you have not come to a mountain
that might be touched and that burned
with fire, and to blackness, darkness,
storm,

19 the sound of a trumpet, and the voice
ofwords;which thosewhoheard it begged
that not one more word should be spoken
to them,

20 for they could not stand that which
was commanded, “If even an animal
touches themountain, it shall be stoned”.†*

21 So fearful was the appearance that
Moses said, “I am terrified and trem-
bling.”*

22But you have come to Mount Zion and
to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to innumerablemultitudes
of angels,

23 to the festal gathering and assembly of
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven,
to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just
menmade perfect,

24 to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant,* and to the blood of sprinkling
that speaks better than that of Abel.

25 See that you don’t refuse him who
speaks. For if theydidn’t escapewhen they
refused him who warned on the earth,
how much more will we not escape who
turn away from him who warns from
heaven,

26whose voice shook the earth then, but
now he has promised, saying, “Yet once

more I will shake not only the earth, but
also the heavens.”*

27 This phrase, “Yet once more” signi-
fies the removing of those things that are
shaken, as of things that have been made,
that those things which are not shaken
may remain.

28 Therefore, receiving a Kingdom that
can’t be shaken, let’s have grace, through
which we serve God acceptably, with rev-
erence and awe,

29 for our God is a consuming fire.*

13
1Let brotherly love continue.
2 Don’t forget to show hospitality to

strangers, for indoing so, somehaveenter-
tained angels without knowing it.

3 Remember those who are in bonds, as
bound with them, and those who are ill-
treated, since you are also in the body.

4 Let marriage be held in honor among
all, and let the bed be undefiled; but God
will judge the sexually immoral and adul-
terers.

5Be free from the love ofmoney, content
with such things as you have, for he has
said, “I will in no way leave you, neither
will I in any way forsake you.”*

6 So that with good courage we say,
“The Lord is my helper. I will not fear.

What canman do tome?”*
7 Remember your leaders, men who

spoke to you the word of God, and consid-
ering the results of their conduct, imitate
their faith.

8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to-
day, and forever.

9 Don’t be carried away by various and
strange teachings, for it is good that the
heart be establishedby grace, not by foods,
through which those who were so occu-
pied were not benefited.

10 We have an altar from which those
who serve the holy tabernacle have no
right to eat.

11For the bodies of those animals, whose
blood is brought into the holy place by

† 12:20TRadds “or shotwith anarrow” * 12:20Exodus 19:12-13 * 12:21Deuteronomy9:19 * 12:24 Jeremiah
31:31 * 12:26 Haggai 2:6 * 12:29 Deuteronomy 4:24 * 13:5 Deuteronomy 31:6 * 13:6 Psalms 118:6-7
* 13:11 Leviticus 16:27
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the high priest as an offering for sin, are
burned outside of the camp.*

12 Therefore Jesus also, that he might
sanctify the people through his ownblood,
suffered outside of the gate.

13Let’s therefore go out to himoutside of
the camp, bearing his reproach.

14 For we don’t have here an enduring
city, but we seek that which is to come.

15Through him, then, let’s offer up a sac-
rifice of praise to God * continually, that is,
the fruit of lips which proclaim allegiance
to his name.

16 But don’t forget to be doing good and
sharing, forwith suchsacrificesGod iswell
pleased.

17Obeyyour leaders andsubmit to them,
for they watch on behalf of your souls, as
thosewhowill give account, that theymay
do this with joy and not with groaning, for
that would be unprofitable for you.

18Pray for us, for we are persuaded that
wehave a good conscience, desiring to live
honorably in all things.

19 I strongly urge you to do this, that I
may be restored to you sooner.

20 Now may the God of peace, who
brought again from the dead the great
shepherd of the sheepwith the blood of an
eternal covenant, our Lord Jesus,

21 make you complete in every good
work to do his will, working in you that
which is well pleasing in his sight, through
Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

22But I exhort you, brothers, endure the
word of exhortation, for I have written to
you in fewwords.

23 Know that our brother Timothy has
been freed, with whom, if he comes
shortly, I will see you.

24 Greet all of your leaders and all the
saints. The Italians greet you.

25Grace be with you all. Amen.

* 13:15 Psalms 50:23
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The Letter from James
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord

JesusChrist,† to the twelve tribeswhichare
in the Dispersion: Greetings.

2Count it all joy,my brothers,‡when you
fall into various temptations,

3 knowing that the testing of your faith
produces endurance.

4 Let endurance have its perfect work,
that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing.

5But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him
ask of God, who gives to all liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to
him.

6 But let him ask in faith, without any
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave
of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed.

7 For that man shouldn’t think that he
will receive anything from the Lord.

8He isadouble-mindedman, unstable in
all his ways.

9 Let the brother in humble circum-
stances glory in his high position;

10 and the rich, in that he is made hum-
ble, because like the flower in the grass, he
will pass away.

11 For the sun arises with the scorching
wind andwithers the grass; and theflower
in it falls, and the beauty of its appearance
perishes. So the rich man will also fade
away in his pursuits.

12Blessed is a personwhoendures temp-
tation, for when he has been approved, he
will receive the crown of life which the
Lord promised to those who love him.

13 Let no man say when he is tempted,
“I am tempted by God,” for God can’t be
tempted by evil, and he himself tempts no
one.

14 But each one is tempted when he is
drawn away by his own lust and enticed.

15 Then the lust, when it has conceived,
bears sin. The sin, when it is full grown,
produces death.

16Don’t be deceived, my beloved broth-
ers.

17Everygoodgift andeveryperfect gift is
from above, coming down from the Father
of lights, with whom can be no variation
nor turning shadow.

18Of his own will he gave birth to us by
theword of truth, that we should be a kind
of first fruits of his creatures.

19 So, then, my beloved brothers, let ev-
ery man be swift to hear, slow to speak,
and slow to anger;

20 for the anger of man doesn’t produce
the righteousness of God.

21 Therefore, putting away all filthiness
and overflowing of wickedness, receive
with humility the implanted word, which
is able to save your souls.§

22But be doers of the word, and not only
hearers, deluding your own selves.

23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word
and not a doer, he is like a man looking at
his natural face in amirror;

24 for he sees himself, and goes away,
and immediately forgetswhat kind ofman
he was.

25 But he who looks into the perfect law
of freedom and continues, not being a
hearer who forgets but a doer of the work,
this manwill be blessed in what he does.

26 If anyone among you thinks himself
to be religious while he doesn’t bridle his
tongue, but deceives his heart, this man’s
religion is worthless.

27Pure religionandundefiledbeforeour
God and Father is this: to visit the father-
less and widows in their affliction, and to
keep oneself unstained by the world.

2
1My brothers, don’t hold the faith of our

glorious Lord Jesus Christ with partiality.
2 For if a man with a gold ring, in fine

clothing, comes into your synagogue,† and
a poorman infilthy clothing also comes in,

3 and you pay special attention to him
who wears the fine clothing and say, “Sit
here in a good place;” and you tell the poor
man, “Stand there,” or “Sit bymy footstool”

† 1:1 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:2 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 1:21 or, preserve your life. † 2:2 or, meeting
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4 haven’t you shown partiality among
yourselves, and become judges with evil
thoughts?

5 Listen, my beloved brothers. Didn’t
God choose those who are poor in this
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the
Kingdomwhich he promised to those who
love him?

6But youhavedishonored thepoorman.
Don’t the rich oppress you and personally
drag you before the courts?

7 Don’t they blaspheme the honorable
name by which you are called?

8 However, if you fulfill the royal law
according to the Scripture, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself,”* you do well.

9 But if you show partiality, you commit
sin, being convicted by the law as trans-
gressors.

10Forwhoever keeps thewhole law, and
yet stumbles in one point, he has become
guilty of all.

11For hewho said, “Do not commit adul-
tery,”* also said, “Do not commit mur-
der.”* Now if you do not commit adultery
but do murder, you have become a trans-
gressor of the law.

12 So speak and so do as men who are to
be judged by the law of freedom.

13For judgment is without mercy to him
whohas shownnomercy. Mercy triumphs
over judgment.

14What good is it, my brothers, if a man
says he has faith, but has no works? Can
faith save him?

15And if a brother or sister is naked and
in lack of daily food,

16andoneofyou tells them, “Go inpeace.
Be warmed and filled;” yet you didn’t give
them the things the body needs, what good
is it?

17Even so faith, if it hasnoworks, is dead
in itself.

18 Yes, a man will say, “You have faith,
and I have works.” Show me your faith
without works, and I will show you my
faith bymyworks.

19 You believe that God is one. You do
well. The demons also believe—and shud-
der.

20 But do you want to know, vain man,
that faith apart fromworks is dead?

21 Wasn’t Abraham our father justified
by works, in that he offered up Isaac his
son on the altar?

22 You see that faith worked with his
works, and by works faith was perfected.

23 So the Scripture was fulfilled which
says, “Abraham believed God, and it was
accounted to him as righteousness,”* and
he was called the friend of God.

24 You see then that by works a man is
justified, and not only by faith.

25 In the same way, wasn’t Rahab the
prostitute also justifiedbyworkswhen she
received the messengers and sent them
out another way?

26 For as the body apart from the spirit
is dead, even so faith apart from works is
dead.

3
1 Let not many of you be teachers, my

brothers, knowing that we will receive
heavier judgment.

2 For we all stumble in many things.
Anyone who doesn’t stumble in word is
a perfect person, able to bridle the whole
body also.

3 Indeed, we put bits into the horses’
mouths so that they may obey us, and we
guide their whole body.

4Behold,† the ships also, though they are
so big and are driven by fierce winds, are
yet guided by a very small rudder, wher-
ever the pilot desires.

5 So the tongue is also a little member,
and boasts great things. See how a small
fire can spread to a large forest!

6And the tongue isafire. Theworldof in-
iquity among our members is the tongue,
which defiles the whole body, and sets on
fire the course of nature, and is set on fire
by Gehenna.‡

* 2:8Leviticus 19:18 * 2:11Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy5:18 * 2:11Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17 * 2:23
Genesis 15:6 † 3:4 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. ‡ 3:6 or, Hell
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7Foreverykindofanimal, bird, creeping
thing, and sea creature is tamed, and has
been tamed bymankind;

8but nobody can tame the tongue. It is a
restless evil, full of deadly poison.

9 With it we bless our God and Father,
andwith it we cursemenwho aremade in
the image of God.

10Out of the samemouth comes blessing
and cursing. My brothers, these things
ought not to be so.

11Does a spring send out from the same
opening fresh and bitter water?

12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, yield
olives, or a vine figs? Thus no spring yields
both salt water and fresh water.

13 Who is wise and understanding
among you? Let him showbyhis good con-
duct that his deeds are done in gentleness
of wisdom.

14 But if you have bitter jealousy and
selfish ambition in your heart, don’t boast
and don’t lie against the truth.

15 This wisdom is not that which comes
down from above, but is earthly, sensual,
and demonic.

16 For where jealousy and selfish ambi-
tion are, there is confusion and every evil
deed.

17 But the wisdom that is from above is
first pure, then peaceful, gentle, reason-
able, full ofmercy and good fruits, without
partiality, and without hypocrisy.

18Now the fruit of righteousness is sown
in peace by those whomake peace.

4
1 Where do wars and fightings among

you come from? Don’t they come from
your pleasures thatwar in yourmembers?

2 You lust, and don’t have. You murder
and covet, and can’t obtain. You fight and
make war. You don’t have, because you
don’t ask.

3You ask, and don’t receive, because you
ask with wrong motives, so that you may
spend it on your pleasures.

4 You adulterers and adulteresses, don’t
you know that friendshipwith theworld is
hostility toward God? Whoever therefore

wants to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God.

5Or do you think that the Scripture says
in vain, “The Spirit who lives in us yearns
jealously”?

6 But he gives more grace. Therefore
it says, “God resists the proud, but gives
grace to the humble.”*

7 Be subject therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you.

8 Draw near to God, and he will draw
near to you. Cleanse your hands, you
sinners. Purify your hearts, you double-
minded.

9 Lament, mourn, and weep. Let your
laughter be turned to mourning and your
joy to gloom.

10Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and he will exalt you.

11 Don’t speak against one another,
brothers. Hewho speaks against a brother
and judges his brother, speaks against the
law and judges the law. But if you judge
the law, you are not a doer of the law but a
judge.

12 Only one is the lawgiver, who is able
to save and to destroy. But who are you to
judge another?

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or
tomorrow let’s go into this city and spend
a year there, trade, andmake a profit.”

14Yet you don’t knowwhat your life will
be like tomorrow. For what is your life?
For you are a vapor that appears for a little
time and then vanishes away.

15For you ought to say, “If the Lordwills,
we will both live, and do this or that.”

16 But now you glory in your boasting.
All such boasting is evil.

17 To him therefore who knows to do
good and doesn’t do it, to him it is sin.

5
1Comenow, you rich,weep andhowl for

yourmiseries that are coming on you.
2 Your riches are corrupted and your

garments are moth-eaten.
3Your gold and your silver are corroded,

and their corrosionwill be for a testimony
against you andwill eat yourflesh likefire.

* 4:6 Proverbs 3:34
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You have laid up your treasure in the last
days.

4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who
mowed your fields, which you have kept
back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of
those who reaped have entered into the
ears of the Lord of Armies.†

5 You have lived in luxury on the earth,
and taken your pleasure. You have nour-
ished your hearts as in a day of slaughter.

6 You have condemned and you have
murdered the righteous one. He doesn’t
resist you.

7Bepatient therefore, brothers, until the
coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer
waits for the precious fruit of the earth,
being patient over it, until it receives the
early and late rain.

8 You also be patient. Establish your
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at
hand.

9 Don’t grumble, brothers, against one
another, so that you won’t be judged. Be-
hold, the judge stands at the door.

10 Take, brothers, for an example of suf-
fering and of perseverance, the prophets
who spoke in the name of the Lord.

11 Behold, we call them blessed who en-
dured. You have heard of the persever-
ance of Job and have seen the Lord in
the outcome, and how the Lord is full of
compassion andmercy.

12 But above all things, my brothers,
don’t swear—not by heaven, or by the
earth, or by any other oath; but let your
“yes” be “yes”, and your “no”, “no”, so that
you don’t fall into hypocrisy.‡

13 Is any among you suffering? Let him
pray. Is any cheerful? Let him sing praises.

14 Is any among you sick? Let him call
for the elders of the assembly, and let them
pray over him, anointing him with oil in
the name of the Lord;

15 and the prayer of faith will heal him
who is sick, and the Lord will raise him
up. If he has committed sins, he will be
forgiven.

16 Confess your sins to one another and
pray for one another, that you may be

healed. The insistent prayer of a righteous
person is powerfully effective.

17 Elijah was a man with a nature like
ours, and he prayed earnestly that itmight
not rain, and it didn’t rain on the earth for
three years and six months.

18 He prayed again, and the sky gave
rain, and the earth produced its fruit.

19 Brothers, if any among you wanders
from the truth and someone turns him
back,

20 let him know that he who turns a
sinner from the error of hiswaywill save a
soul fromdeath andwill cover amultitude
of sins.

† 5:4 Greek: Sabaoth (or Hebrew: Tze’va’ot) ‡ 5:12 TR reads “under judgment” instead of “into hypocrisy”
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Peter’s First Letter
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,† to the

chosen ones who are living as foreigners
in the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cap-
padocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

2according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit,
that you may obey Jesus Christ and be
sprinkledwith his blood: Grace to you and
peace bemultiplied.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his
great mercy caused us to be born again to
a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead,

4 to an incorruptible and undefiled in-
heritance that doesn’t fade away, reserved
in Heaven for you,

5who by the power of God are guarded
through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now
for a little while, if need be, you have been
grieved in various trials,

7 that the proof of your faith, which
is more precious than gold that perishes,
even though it is tested by fire, may be
found to result in praise, glory, and honor
at the revelation of Jesus Christ—

8whom, not having known, you love. In
him, though now you don’t see him, yet
believing, you rejoice greatly with joy that
is unspeakable and full of glory,

9 receiving the result of your faith, the
salvation of your souls.

10 Concerning this salvation, the
prophets sought and searched diligently.
They prophesied of the grace that would
come to you,

11 searching for who or what kind of
time the Spirit of Christ whichwas in them
pointed to when he predicted the suffer-
ings of Christ and the glories that would
follow them.

12 To them it was revealed that they
served not themselves, but you, in these

things, which now have been announced
to you through those who preached the
Good News to you by the Holy Spirit sent
out from heaven; which things angels de-
sire to look into.

13 Therefore prepare your minds for ac-
tion.‡ Be sober, and set your hope fully on
the grace that will be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ—

14as childrenof obedience, not conform-
ing yourselves according to your former
lusts as in your ignorance,

15 but just as he who called you is holy,
you yourselves also be holy in all of your
behavior,

16 because it is written, “You shall be
holy, for I am holy.”*

17 If you call on him as Father, who with-
out respect of persons judges according to
each man’s work, pass the time of your
living as foreigners here in reverent fear,

18knowing that youwere redeemed, not
with corruptible things like silver or gold,
from the useless way of life handed down
from your fathers,

19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb
without blemish or spot, the blood of
Christ,

20whowas foreknown indeedbefore the
foundation of the world, but was revealed
in this last age for your sake,

21who throughhimare believers inGod,
who raised him from the dead and gave
him glory, so that your faith and hope
might be in God.

22 Seeing you have purified your souls
in your obedience to the truth through the
Spirit in sincere brotherly affection, love
one another from the heart fervently,

23 having been born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
through the word of God, which lives and
remains forever.

24For,
“All flesh is like grass,

andall ofman’s glory like theflower in
the grass.

The grass withers, and its flower falls;
† 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:13 literally, “gird up the waist of your mind” or “put on the belt of the
waist of yourmind” * 1:16 Leviticus 11:44-45 * 1:25 Isaiah 40:6-8
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25 but the Lord’s word endures for-
ever.”*

This is the word of Good News which
was preached to you.

2
1Putting away therefore all wickedness,

all deceit, hypocrisies, envies, and all evil
speaking,

2 as newborn babies, long for the pure
spiritual milk, that with it youmay grow,

3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord
is gracious.

4Come to him, a living stone, rejected in-
deed bymen, but chosen by God, precious.

5You also as living stones are built up as
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ.

6Because it is contained in Scripture,
“Behold,† I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone,

chosen and precious.
He who believes in him will not be
disappointed.”*

7 For you who believe therefore is the
honor, but for those who are disobedient,
“The stone which the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone,”*
8and,

“a stumbling stone and a rock of offense.”*
For they stumble at the word, being

disobedient, to which also they were ap-
pointed.

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
God’s own possession, that you may pro-
claim the excellence of himwho called you
out of darkness into his marvelous light.

10 In the past, you were not a people,
but now are God’s people, who had not
obtained mercy, but now have obtained
mercy.

11 Beloved, I beg you as foreigners and
pilgrims to abstain from fleshly lusts
which war against the soul,

12 having good behavior among the na-
tions, so in thatofwhich they speakagainst

you as evildoers, they may see your good
works and glorify God in the day of visita-
tion.

13 Therefore subject yourselves to ev-
ery ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake:
whether to the king, as supreme,

14 or to governors, as sent by him for
vengeance on evildoers and for praise to
those who do well.

15 For this is the will of God, that by
well-doing you should put to silence the
ignorance of foolishmen.

16Live as free people, yet not using your
freedom for a cloak of wickedness, but as
bondservants of God.

17Honor all men. Love the brotherhood.
Fear God. Honor the king.

18Servants, be in subjection to yourmas-
ters with all respect, not only to the good
and gentle, but also to the wicked.

19 For it is commendable if someone en-
dures pain, suffering unjustly, because of
conscience toward God.

20 For what glory is it if, when you sin,
you patiently endure beating? But if when
you do well, you patiently endure suffer-
ing, this is commendable with God.

21 For you were called to this, because
Christ also suffered for us, leaving you‡ an
example, that you should follow his steps,

22 who didn’t sin, “neither was deceit
found in his mouth.”*

23 When he was cursed, he didn’t
curse back. When he suffered, he didn’t
threaten, but committed himself to him
who judges righteously.

24Hehimself boreour sins inhis bodyon
the tree, thatwe, having died to sins,might
live to righteousness. You were healed by
his wounds.§

25 For you were going astray like sheep;
but now you have returned to the Shep-
herd and Overseer† of your souls.

3
1 In the sameway,wives, be in subjection

to your own husbands, so that, even if any
don’t obey the Word, they may be won

† 2:6 “Behold”, from ”הִנֵּ͏ה“ or “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. * 2:6 Isaiah 28:16 * 2:7 Psalms 118:22 * 2:8 Isaiah 8:14 ‡ 2:21 TR reads “us” instead of
“you” * 2:22 Isaiah 53:9 § 2:24 or, stripes † 2:25 “Overseer” is from the Greek ἐπίσκοπον, which can mean
overseer, curator, guardian, or superintendent.
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by the behavior of their wives without a
word,

2 seeing your pure behavior in fear.
3Let your beauty come not from the out-

ward adorning of braiding your hair, and
ofwearinggoldornamentsorofputtingon
fine clothing,

4 but from the hidden person of the
heart, in the incorruptible adornment of
a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very
precious in God’s sight.

5 For this is how in the past the holy
women who hoped in God also adorned
themselves, being in subjection to their
own husbands.

6 So Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him
lord, whose children younoware if you do
well and are not put in fear by any terror.

7 You husbands, in the same way, live
with your wives according to knowledge,
giving honor to the woman as to the
weaker vessel, as also being joint heirs of
the grace of life, that your prayersmay not
be hindered.

8 Finally, all of you be like-minded, com-
passionate, loving as brothers, tender-
hearted, courteous,

9 not rendering evil for evil or insult
for insult; but instead blessing, knowing
that you were called to this, that you may
inherit a blessing.

10For,
“Hewhowould love life

and see good days,
let him keep his tongue from evil

and his lips from speaking deceit.
11Lethimturnaway fromevil anddogood.

Let him seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righ-

teous,
and his ears open to their prayer;
but the faceof theLord is against those
who do evil.”*

13Nowwhowill harmyou if you become
imitators of that which is good?

14But even if you should suffer for righ-
teousness’ sake, you are blessed. “Don’t
fear what they fear, neither be troubled.”*

15 But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts. Always be ready to give an an-
swer to everyone who asks you a reason
concerning the hope that is in you, with
humility and fear,

16having a good conscience. Thus, while
you are spoken against as evildoers, they
may be disappointedwho curse your good
way of life in Christ.

17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, that
you suffer for doing what is right than for
doing evil.

18 Because Christ also suffered for sins
once, the righteous for the unrighteous,
that he might bring you to God, being put
to death in the flesh, but made alive in the
Spirit,

19 inwhomhealsowent andpreached to
the spirits in prison,

20 who before were disobedient when
God waited patiently in the days of Noah
while the ship was being built. In it, few,
that is, eight souls, were saved through
water.

21 This is a symbol of baptism, which
now saves you—not the putting away of
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a
good conscience toward God—through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,

22who is at the right hand of God, having
gone into heaven, angels and authorities
and powers beingmade subject to him.

4
1 Therefore, since Christ suffered for us

in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the
samemind; for he who has suffered in the
flesh has ceased from sin,

2 that you no longer should live the rest
of your time in the flesh for the lusts of
men, but for the will of God.

3 For we have spent enough of our
past time doing the desire of the Gen-
tiles, andhavingwalked in lewdness, lusts,
drunken binges, orgies, carousings, and
abominable idolatries.

4 They think it is strange that you don’t
runwith them into the same excess of riot,
speaking evil of you.

5 They will give account to him who is
ready to judge the living and the dead.

* 3:12 Psalms 34:12-16 * 3:14 Isaiah 8:12
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6 For to this end the Good News was
preached even to the dead, that theymight
be judged indeed as men in the flesh, but
live as to God in the spirit.

7But the end of all things is near. There-
fore be of soundmind, self-controlled, and
sober in prayer.

8And above all things be earnest in your
love among yourselves, for love covers a
multitude of sins.

9 Be hospitable to one another without
grumbling.

10 As each has received a gift, employ it
in serving one another, as good managers
of the grace of God in its various forms.

11 If anyone speaks, let it be as it were
the very words of God. If anyone serves,
let it be as of the strength which God sup-
plies, that inall thingsGodmaybeglorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the
glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

12 Beloved, don’t be astonished at the
fiery trial which has come upon you to test
you, as thougha strange thinghappened to
you.

13 But because you are partakers of
Christ’s sufferings, rejoice, that at the rev-
elation of his glory you also may rejoice
with exceeding joy.

14 If you are insulted for the name of
Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit
of glory and of God rests on you. On their
part he is blasphemed, but on your part he
is glorified.

15 But let none of you suffer as a mur-
derer, or a thief, or an evil doer, or a
meddler in other men’s matters.

16 But if one of you suffers for being a
Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let
him glorify God in this matter.

17 For the time has come for judgment
to begin with the household of God. If it
begins first with us, what will happen to
those who don’t obey the Good News of
God?

18 “If it is hard for the righteous to be
saved, what will happen to the ungodly
and the sinner?”*

19 Therefore let them also who suffer
according to the will of God in doing good
entrust their souls to him, as to a faithful
Creator.

5
1 Therefore I exhort the elders among

you, as a fellow elder and a witness of
the sufferings of Christ, and who will also
share in the glory that will be revealed:

2 shepherd the flock of God which is
among you, exercising the oversight, not
under compulsion, but voluntarily; not for
dishonest gain, but willingly;

3 not as lording it over those entrusted
to you, butmaking yourselves examples to
the flock.

4 When the chief Shepherd is revealed,
you will receive the crown of glory that
doesn’t fade away.

5 Likewise, you younger ones, be sub-
ject to the elder. Yes, all of you clothe
yourselveswithhumilityandsubject your-
selves to one another; for “God resists the
proud, but gives grace to the humble.”*

6 Humble yourselves therefore under
the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt
you in due time,

7 casting all your worries on him, be-
cause he cares for you.

8Be sober and self-controlled. Bewatch-
ful. Your adversary, the devil, walks
around like a roaring lion, seeking whom
hemay devour.

9Withstand him steadfast in your faith,
knowing that your brotherswho are in the
world are undergoing the same sufferings.

10 But may the God of all grace, who
called you to his eternal glory by Christ
Jesus, after youhave suffered a littlewhile,
perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle
you.

11 To him be the glory and the power
forever and ever. Amen.

12 Through Silvanus, our faithful
brother, as I consider him, I have written
to youbriefly, exhorting and testifying that
this is the true grace of God in which you
stand.

* 4:18 Proverbs 11:31 * 5:5 Proverbs 3:34
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13Shewho is inBabylon, chosen together
with you, greets you. So does Mark, my
son.

14Greet one another with a kiss of love.
Peace be to all of you who are in Christ

Jesus. Amen.
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Peter’s Second Letter
1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of

Jesus Christ,† to thosewhohave obtained a
like precious faithwith us in the righteous-
ness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:

2 Grace to you and peace be multiplied
in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our
Lord,

3 seeing that his divine power has
granted to us all things that pertain to life
and godliness, through the knowledge of
him who called us by his own glory and
virtue,

4 by which he has granted to us his pre-
cious and exceedingly great promises; that
through these you may become partakers
of the divine nature, having escaped from
the corruption that is in the world by lust.

5 Yes, and for this very cause adding on
your part all diligence, in your faith supply
moral excellence; and inmoral excellence,
knowledge;

6 and in knowledge, self-control; and in
self-control, perseverance; and in perse-
verance, godliness;

7 and in godliness, brotherly affection;
and in brotherly affection, love.

8 For if these things are yours and
abound, they make you to not be idle or
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

9 For he who lacks these things is blind,
seeing only what is near, having forgotten
the cleansing from his old sins.

10Therefore, brothers,‡ bemore diligent
to make your calling and election sure.
For if you do these things, you will never
stumble.

11 For thus you will be richly supplied
with the entrance into the eternal King-
dom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

12Therefore I will not be negligent to re-
mindyouof these things, thoughyouknow
them and are established in the present
truth.

13 I think it right, as long as I am in this
tent, to stir you up by reminding you,

14 knowing that the putting off of my
tent comes swiftly, even as our Lord Jesus
Christ made clear to me.

15 Yes, I will make every effort that you
may always be able to remember these
things even after my departure.

16 For we didn’t follow cunningly de-
vised fables when we made known to you
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his
majesty.

17 For he received from God the Father
honor and glory when the voice came to
him from the Majestic Glory, “This is my
beloved Son, inwhom I amwell pleased.”*

18 We heard this voice come out of
heaven when we were with him on the
holy mountain.

19 We have the more sure word of
prophecy; and you do well that you heed
it as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until
the day dawns and themorning star arises
in your hearts,

20knowing this first, that no prophecy of
Scripture is of private interpretation.

21For no prophecy ever came by thewill
of man, but holy men of God spoke, being
moved by the Holy Spirit.

2
1 But false prophets also arose among

the people, as false teachers will also be
among you, who will secretly bring in de-
structive heresies, denying even the Mas-
ter who bought them, bringing on them-
selves swift destruction.

2Many will follow their immoral† ways,
and as a result, the way of the truth will be
maligned.

3 In covetousness they will exploit you
with deceptive words: whose sentence
now from of old doesn’t linger, and their
destruction will not slumber.

† 1:1 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:10 The word for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” * 1:17 Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35 † 2:2 TR
reads “destructive” instead of “immoral” ‡ 2:4 Tartarus is another name for Hell
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4 For if God didn’t spare angels when
they sinned, but cast them down to Tar-
tarus,‡ and committed them topits of dark-
ness to be reserved for judgment;

5 and didn’t spare the ancient world,
but preserved Noah with seven others,
a preacher of righteousness, when he
brought a flood on the world of the un-
godly,

6 and turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to
destruction, having made them an exam-
ple to those who would live in an ungodly
way,

7 and delivered righteous Lot, who was
very distressed by the lustful life of the
wicked

8 (for that righteous man dwelling
among them was tormented in his righ-
teous soul fromday to daywith seeing and
hearing lawless deeds),

9 then the Lord knows how to deliver the
godly out of temptation and to keep the
unrighteousunderpunishment for theday
of judgment,

10 but chiefly those who walk after the
flesh in the lust of defilement and despise
authority. Daring, self-willed, they are not
afraid to speak evil of dignitaries,

11 whereas angels, though greater in
might and power, don’t bring a slanderous
judgment against them before the Lord.

12 But these, as unreasoning creatures,
born natural animals to be taken and de-
stroyed, speaking evil in matters about
which they are ignorant, will in their de-
stroying surely be destroyed,

13 receiving the wages of unrighteous-
ness; peoplewho count it pleasure to revel
in the daytime, spots and defects, reveling
in their deceit while they feast with you;

14 having eyes full of adultery, and who
can’t cease from sin, enticing unsettled
souls, having a heart trained in greed, ac-
cursed children!

15 Forsaking the right way, they went
astray, having followed the way of Balaam
the son of Beor, who loved the wages of
wrongdoing;

16 but he was rebuked for his own dis-

obedience. A speechless donkey spoke
with a man’s voice and stopped the mad-
ness of the prophet.

17 These are wells without water, clouds
driven by a storm, forwhom the blackness
of darkness has been reserved forever.

18 For, uttering great swelling words of
emptiness, they entice in the lusts of the
flesh, by licentiousness, those who are in-
deed escaping from those who live in er-
ror;

19 promising them liberty, while they
themselves are bondservants of corrup-
tion; for a man is brought into bondage by
whoever overcomes him.

20 For if, after they have escaped the de-
filement of the world through the knowl-
edge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
they are again entangled in it and over-
come, the last state has become worse for
them than the first.

21 For it would be better for them not
to have known the way of righteousness,
than after knowing it, to turn back from
theholy commandment delivered to them.

22But it has happened to themaccording
to the true proverb, “The dog turns to his
own vomit again,”* and “the sow that has
washed to wallowing in themire.”

3
1 This is now, beloved, the second letter

that I have written to you; and in both
of them I stir up your sincere mind by
reminding you

2 that you should remember the words
which were spoken before by the holy
prophets and the commandment of us, the
apostles of the Lord and Savior,

3 knowing this first, that in the last days
mockers will come, walking after their
own lusts

4 and saying, “Where is the promise of
his coming? For, from the day that the fa-
thers fell asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of the creation.”

5For theywillfully forget that therewere
heavens from of old, and an earth formed
out of water and amid water by the word
of God,

* 2:22 Proverbs 26:11
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6by which means the world that existed
then, being overflowed with water, per-
ished.

7But the heavens that exist now and the
earth, by the same word have been stored
up for fire, being reserved against the day
of judgment and destruction of ungodly
men.

8But don’t forget this one thing, beloved,
that one day iswith the Lord as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day.

9 The Lord is not slow concerning his
promise, as some count slowness; but he
is patient with us, not wishing that anyone
should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come as
a thief in the night, in which the heavens
will pass away with a great noise, and the
elements will be dissolved with fervent
heat; and the earth and the works that are
in it will be burned up.

11 Therefore, since all these things will
be destroyed like this, what kind of people
ought you to be in holy living and godli-
ness,

12 looking for and earnestly desiring the
coming of the day of God, whichwill cause
the burning heavens to be dissolved, and
the elements will melt with fervent heat?

13But, according to his promise, we look
fornewheavens andanewearth, inwhich
righteousness dwells.

14 Therefore, beloved, seeing that you
look for these things, be diligent to be
found in peace, without defect and blame-
less in his sight.

15Regard the patience of our Lord as sal-
vation; even as our beloved brother Paul
also, according to thewisdomgiven tohim,
wrote to you,

16 as also in all of his letters, speaking in
them of these things. In those, there are
some things that are hard to understand,
which the ignorant and unsettled twist, as
theyalsodo to theother Scriptures, to their
own destruction.

17You therefore, beloved, knowing these
things beforehand, beware, lest being car-
riedawaywith theerrorof thewicked, you
fall from your own steadfastness.

18 But grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him
be the glory both now and forever. Amen.



1 John 1:1 1502 1 John 2:16

John’s First Letter
1 That which was from the beginning,

that which we have heard, that which we
have seen with our eyes, that which we
saw, and our hands touched, concerning
theWord of life

2 (and the lifewas revealed, andwehave
seen, and testify, and declare to you the
life, the eternal life, which was with the
Father, and was revealed to us);

3 that which we have seen and heard
we declare to you, that you also may have
fellowshipwithus. Yes, andour fellowship
is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus
Christ.†

4 And we write these things to you, that
our joymay be fulfilled.

5 This is the message which we have
heard fromhim and announce to you, that
God is light, and in him is no darkness at
all.

6 If we say that we have fellowship with
him and walk in the darkness, we lie and
don’t tell the truth.

7 But if we walk in the light as he is
in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son, cleanses us from all sin.

8 If we say that we have no sin, we de-
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and righteous to forgive us the sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

10 If we say that we haven’t sinned, we
make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

2
1My little children, I write these things

to you so that you may not sin. If anyone
sins, we have a Counselor†with the Father,
Jesus Christ, the righteous.

2And he is the atoning sacrifice‡ for our
sins, and not for ours only, but also for the
whole world.

3This ishowweknowthatweknowhim:
if we keep his commandments.

4 One who says, “I know him,” and
doesn’t keep his commandments, is a liar,
and the truth isn’t in him.

5But God’s love has most certainly been
perfected inwhoever keeps his word. This
is howwe know that we are in him:

6 he who says he remains in him ought
himself also to walk just like he walked.

7 Brothers, I write no new command-
ment to you, but an old commandment
which you had from the beginning. The
old commandment is the word which you
heard from the beginning.

8 Again, I write a new commandment
to you, which is true in him and in you,
because the darkness is passing away and
the true light already shines.

9Hewho says he is in the light and hates
his brother is in the darkness even until
now.

10 He who loves his brother remains in
the light, and there is nooccasion for stum-
bling in him.

11But he who hates his brother is in the
darkness, and walks in the darkness, and
doesn’t know where he is going, because
the darkness has blinded his eyes.

12 I write to you, little children, because
your sins are forgiven you for his name’s
sake.

13 I write to you, fathers, because you
know himwho is from the beginning.
I write to you, young men, because you

have overcome the evil one.
I write to you, little children, because

you know the Father.
14 I havewritten to you, fathers, because

you know himwho is from the beginning.
I have written to you, young men, be-

cause you are strong, and the word of God
remains in you, and you have overcome
the evil one.

15Don’t love the world or the things that
are in theworld. If anyone loves theworld,
the Father’s love isn’t in him.

16 For all that is in the world—the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life—isn’t the Father’s, but is theworld’s.

† 1:3 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 2:1 Greek παρακλητον: Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, and
Comforter. ‡ 2:2 “atoning sacrifice” is from the Greek “ιλασμος”, an appeasing, propitiating, or the means of
appeasement or propitiation—the sacrifice that turns away God’s wrath because of our sin.
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17 The world is passing away with its
lusts, but he who does God’s will remains
forever.

18Little children, theseare theend times,
and as you heard that the Antichrist is
coming, even now many antichrists have
arisen. By this we know that it is the final
hour.

19Theywent out fromus, but they didn’t
belong to us; for if they had belonged to us,
they would have continued with us. But
they left, that they might be revealed that
none of them belong to us.

20 You have an anointing from the Holy
One, and you all have knowledge.§

21 I have not written to you because you
don’t know the truth, but because you
know it, and because no lie is of the truth.

22Who is the liar but he who denies that
Jesus is the Christ? This is the Antichrist,
he who denies the Father and the Son.

23Whoever denies the Son doesn’t have
the Father. He who confesses the Son has
the Father also.†

24 Therefore, as for you, let that remain
in you which you heard from the begin-
ning. If that which you heard from the
beginning remains in you, you also will
remain in the Son, and in the Father.

25This is the promisewhichhepromised
us, the eternal life.

26These things I havewritten to you con-
cerning those whowould lead you astray.

27As for you, theanointingwhichyou re-
ceived from him remains in you, and you
don’t need for anyone to teach you. But
ashis anointing teachesyouconcerningall
things, and is true, and is no lie, and even
as it taught you, you will remain in him.

28 Now, little children, remain in him,
that when he appears, we may have bold-
ness and not be ashamed before him at his
coming.

29 If you know that he is righteous, you
know that everyone who practices righ-
teousness has been born of him.

3
1 See how great a love the Father has

given to us, that we should be called chil-

dren of God! For this cause the world
doesn’t know us, because it didn’t know
him.

2Beloved, nowweare children of God. It
is not yet revealedwhat wewill be; but we
know that when he is revealed, we will be
like him, for we will see him just as he is.

3Everyonewho has this hope set on him
purifies himself, even as he is pure.

4 Everyone who sins also commits law-
lessness. Sin is lawlessness.

5 You know that he was revealed to take
away our sins, and no sin is in him.

6 Whoever remains in him doesn’t sin.
Whoever sins hasn’t seen him and doesn’t
know him.

7 Little children, let no one lead you
astray. He who does righteousness is righ-
teous, even as he is righteous.

8Hewho sins is of the devil, for the devil
has been sinning from the beginning. To
this end the Son of God was revealed: that
hemight destroy the works of the devil.

9Whoever is bornofGoddoesn’t commit
sin, because his seed remains in him, and
he can’t sin, because he is born of God.

10 In this the children of God are re-
vealed, and the children of the devil. Who-
everdoesn’t do righteousness isnot ofGod,
neither is he who doesn’t love his brother.

11 For this is the message which you
heard from the beginning, that we should
love one another—

12 unlike Cain, who was of the evil one
and killed his brother. Why did he kill
him? Because his deeds were evil, and his
brother’s righteous.

13Don’t be surprised, my brothers, if the
world hates you.

14We know that we have passed out of
death into life, because we love the broth-
ers. He who doesn’t love his brother re-
mains in death.

15 Whoever hates his brother is a mur-
derer, and you know that nomurderer has
eternal life remaining in him.

16By this we know love, because he laid
down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for the brothers.

17 But whoever has the world’s goods
and sees his brother in need, then closes

§ 2:20 Or, “know what is true”, or, “know all things” † 2:23MT omits: He who confesses the Son has the Father
also.
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his heart of compassion against him, how
does God’s love remain in him?

18 My little children, let’s not love in
word only, or with the tongue only, but in
deed and truth.

19Andby thiswe know thatwe are of the
truth and persuade our hearts before him,

20because if ourheart condemnsus, God
is greater than our heart, and knows all
things.

21 Beloved, if our hearts don’t condemn
us, we have boldness toward God;

22 so whatever we ask, we receive from
him, because we keep his commandments
and do the things that are pleasing in his
sight.

23 This is his commandment, that we
shouldbelieve in thenameofhis Son, Jesus
Christ, and love one another, even as he
commanded.

24He who keeps his commandments re-
mains in him, and he in him. By this we
know that he remains in us, by the Spirit
which he gave us.

4
1Beloved, don’t believe every spirit, but

test the spirits, whether they are of God,
because many false prophets have gone
out into the world.

2 By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spiritwhoconfesses that JesusChrist
has come in the flesh is of God,

3 and every spirit who doesn’t confess
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is
not of God; and this is the spirit of the
Antichrist, of whom you have heard that it
comes. Now it is in the world already.

4You are of God, little children, andhave
overcome them, because greater is hewho
is in you than he who is in the world.

5 They are of the world. Therefore they
speak of the world, and the world hears
them.

6 We are of God. He who knows God
listens to us. He who is not of God doesn’t
listen to us. By this we know the spirit of
truth, and the spirit of error.

7Beloved, let’s love one another, for love
is of God; and everyone who loves has
been born of God and knows God.

8Hewho doesn’t love doesn’t knowGod,
for God is love.

9 By this God’s love was revealed in us,
that God has sent his only born† Son into
the world that wemight live through him.

10 In this is love, not that we loved God,
but that he lovedus, and sent his Sonas the
atoning sacrifice‡ for our sins.

11Beloved, ifGod lovedus in thisway,we
also ought to love one another.

12No one has seen God at any time. If we
love one another, God remains in us, and
his love has been perfected in us.

13By thisweknowthatweremain inhim
andhe in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit.

14We have seen and testify that the Fa-
ther has sent the Son as the Savior of the
world.

15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the
Son of God, God remains in him, and he in
God.

16We know and have believed the love
which God has for us. God is love, and he
who remains in love remains in God, and
God remains in him.

17 In this, love has been made perfect
among us, that we may have boldness in
the day of judgment, because as he is, even
so we are in this world.

18 There is no fear in love; but perfect
love casts out fear, because fear has pun-
ishment. He who fears is not made perfect
in love.

19 We love him,§ because he first loved
us.

20 If a man says, “I love God,” and hates
his brother, he is a liar; for he who doesn’t
love his brother whom he has seen, how
can he love Godwhom he has not seen?

21 This commandment we have from
him, that he who loves God should also
love his brother.

5
1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the

Christ has been born of God. Whoever
† 4:9 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or
“one and only”. ‡ 4:10 “atoning sacrifice” is from the Greek “ιλασμος”, an appeasing, propitiating, or the means
of appeasement or propitiation—the sacrifice that turns away God’s wrath because of our sin. § 4:19 NU omits
“him”.
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loves the Father also loves the child who is
born of him.

2 By this we know that we love the chil-
dren of God, when we love God and keep
his commandments.

3 For this is loving God, that we keep his
commandments. His commandments are
not grievous.

4Forwhatever is born of God overcomes
the world. This is the victory that has
overcome the world: your faith.

5 Who is he who overcomes the world,
but hewho believes that Jesus is the Son of
God?

6 This is he who came by water and
blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water
only, butwith thewater and the blood. It is
the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit
is the truth.

7For there are three who testify:†
8 the Spirit, thewater, and the blood; and

the three agree as one.
9 If we receive the witness of men, the

witness of God is greater; for this is God’s
testimony which he has testified concern-
ing his Son.

10Hewho believes in the Son of God has
the testimony in himself. He who doesn’t
believe God has made him a liar, because
he has not believed in the testimony that
God has given concerning his Son.

11The testimony is this: that God gave to
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.

12 He who has the Son has the life. He
who doesn’t have God’s Son doesn’t have
the life.

13These things I havewritten to youwho
believe in the name of the Son of God, that
you may know that you have eternal life,
and that youmaycontinue tobelieve in the
name of the Son of God.

14 This is the boldness which we have
toward him, that if we ask anything ac-
cording to his will, he listens to us.

15 And if we know that he listens to us,
whatever we ask, we know that we have
the petitions which we have asked of him.

16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a
sin not leading to death, he shall ask, and
Godwill give him life for thosewho sin not
leading to death. There is sin leading to

death. I don’t say that he should make a
request concerning this.

17All unrighteousness is sin, and there is
sin not leading to death.

18We know that whoever is born of God
doesn’t sin, but he who was born of God
keeps himself, and the evil one doesn’t
touch him.

19We know that we are of God, and the
whole world lies in the power of the evil
one.

20Weknow that the Son of Godhas come
and has given us an understanding, that
we know him who is true; and we are in
him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ.
This is the true God and eternal life.

21 Little children, keep yourselves from
idols.

† 5:7 Only a few recent manuscripts add “in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are
one. And there are three that testify on earth:”
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John’s Second Letter
1 The elder, to the chosen lady and her

children, whom I love in truth, and not I
only, but also all thosewhoknow the truth,

2 for the truth’s sake, which remains in
us, and it will be with us forever:

3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with
us, fromGod the Father and from the Lord
Jesus Christ,† the Son of the Father, in truth
and love.

4 I rejoice greatly that I have found some
of your children walking in truth, even as
we have been commanded by the Father.

5Now I beg you, dear lady, not as though
I wrote to you a new commandment, but
that which we had from the beginning,
that we love one another.

6 This is love, that we should walk ac-
cording to his commandments. This is the
commandment, even as you heard from
the beginning, that you should walk in it.

7For many deceivers have gone out into
the world, those who don’t confess that
Jesus Christ came in the flesh. This is the
deceiver and the Antichrist.

8 Watch yourselves, that we don’t lose
the things which we have accomplished,
but that we receive a full reward.

9 Whoever transgresses and doesn’t re-
main in the teaching of Christ doesn’t have
God. He who remains in the teaching has
both the Father and the Son.

10 If anyone comes to you and doesn’t
bring this teaching, don’t receive him into
your house, and don’t welcome him,

11 for hewhowelcomes himparticipates
in his evil deeds.

12Having many things to write to you, I
don’t want to do sowith paper and ink, but
I hope to come to you and to speak face to
face, that our joymay bemade full.

13 The children of your chosen sister
greet you. Amen.

† 1:3 “Christ”means “Anointed One”.
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John’s Third Letter
1The elder to Gaius the beloved, whom I

love in truth.
2Beloved, I pray that youmayprosper in

all things and be healthy, even as your soul
prospers.

3 For I rejoiced greatly when brothers
came and testified about your truth, even
as you walk in truth.

4 I have no greater joy than this: to hear
about my children walking in truth.

5 Beloved, you do a faithful work in
whatever you accomplish for those who
are brothers and strangers.

6 They have testified about your love
before the assembly. You will do well to
send them forward on their journey in a
wayworthy of God,

7 because for the sake of the Name they
wentout, takingnothing fromtheGentiles.

8 We therefore ought to receive such,
that we may be fellow workers for the
truth.

9 Iwrote to the assembly, butDiotrephes,
who loves to be first among them, doesn’t
accept what we say.

10 Therefore, if I come, I will call at-
tention to his deeds which he does, un-
justly accusing us with wicked words. Not
content with this, he doesn’t receive the
brothers himself, and thosewhowould, he
forbids and throws out of the assembly.

11 Beloved, don’t imitate that which is
evil, but that which is good. He who does
good is of God. He who does evil hasn’t
seen God.

12 Demetrius has the testimony of all,
and of the truth itself; yes, we also testify,
and you know that our testimony is true.

13 I had many things to write to you, but
I amunwilling towrite to youwith ink and
pen;

14 but I hope to see you soon. Then we
will speak face to face.
Peace be to you. The friends greet you.

Greet the friends by name.
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The Letter from Jude
1 Jude,† a servant of Jesus Christ,‡ and

brother of James, to those who are called,
sanctified by God the Father, and kept for
Jesus Christ:

2 May mercy, peace, and love be multi-
plied to you.

3Beloved,while Iwasveryeager towrite
to you about our common salvation, I was
constrained to write to you exhorting you
to contend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all delivered to the saints.

4 For there are certain men who crept
in secretly, even those who were long ago
written about for this condemnation: un-
godly men, turning the grace of our God
into indecency, and denying our onlyMas-
ter, God, and Lord, Jesus Christ.

5NowIdesire to remindyou, thoughyou
already know this, that the Lord, having
saved a people out of the land of Egypt,
afterward destroyed those who didn’t be-
lieve.

6 Angels who didn’t keep their first do-
main, but deserted their own dwelling
place, he has kept in everlasting bonds
under darkness for the judgment of the
great day.

7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrah and the
cities around them, having in the same
way as these given themselves over to
sexual immorality and gone after strange
flesh, are shown as an example, suffering
the punishment of eternal fire.

8 Yet in the same way, these also in their
dreaming defile the flesh, despise author-
ity, and slander celestial beings.

9 But Michael, the archangel, when con-
tending with the devil and arguing about
the body ofMoses, dared not bring against
him an abusive condemnation, but said,
“May the Lord rebuke you!”

10 But these speak evil of whatever
things they don’t know. They are de-
stroyed in these things that they under-

stand naturally, like the creatures without
reason.

11Woe to them! For theywent in theway
of Cain, and ran riotously in the error of
Balaam for hire, and perished in Korah’s
rebellion.

12 These are hidden rocky reefs in your
love feasts when they feast with you, shep-
herds who without fear feed themselves;
clouds without water, carried along by
winds; autumn trees without fruit, twice
dead, plucked up by the roots;

13 wild waves of the sea, foaming out
their own shame; wandering stars, for
whom the blackness of darkness has been
reserved forever.

14 About these also Enoch, the seventh
from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold,§
the Lord came with ten thousands of his
holy ones,

15 to execute judgment on all, and to con-
vict all the ungodly of all theirworks of un-
godliness which they have done in an un-
godlyway, and of all the hard thingswhich
ungodly sinnershavespokenagainsthim.”

16 These are murmurers and complain-
ers, walking after their lusts—and their
mouth speaks proud things—showing re-
spect of persons to gain advantage.

17 But you, beloved, remember the
words which have been spoken before by
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.

18They said to you, “In the last time there
will be mockers, walking after their own
ungodly lusts.”

19 These are those who cause divisions
and are sensual, not having the Spirit.

20 But you, beloved, keep building up
yourselves on your most holy faith, pray-
ing in the Holy Spirit.

21Keep yourselves in God’s love, looking
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to
eternal life.

22 On some have compassion, making a
distinction,

23 and some save, snatching them out of
the fire with fear, hating even the clothing
stained by the flesh.

† 1:1 or, Judah ‡ 1:1 “Christ”means “Anointed One”. § 1:14 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice,
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 1:24 TR and NU read “you”
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24Now to him who is able to keep them†

from stumbling, and to present you fault-
less before the presence of his glory in
great joy,

25 to God our Savior, who alone is
wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and forever. Amen.
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The Revelation to John
1 This is the Revelation of Jesus Christ,†

which God gave him to show to his ser-
vants the things which must happen soon,
which he sent and made known by his
angel‡ to his servant, John,

2who testified to God’s word and of the
testimonyof JesusChrist, abouteverything
that he saw.

3Blessed is he who reads and those who
hear the words of the prophecy, and keep
the things that arewritten in it, for the time
is near.

4 John, to the seven assemblies that are
in Asia: Grace to you and peace from God,
who is and who was and who is to come;
and from the seven Spirits who are before
his throne;

5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful wit-
ness, the firstborn of the dead, and the
ruler of the kings of the earth. To himwho
loves us, and washed us from our sins by
his blood—

6 and he made us to be a Kingdom,
priests* to his God and Father—to him be
the glory and the dominion forever and
ever. Amen.

7 Behold,§ he is coming with the clouds,
andevery eyewill seehim, including those
whopiercedhim. All the tribes of the earth
will mourn over him. Even so, Amen.

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,†” says
the Lord God,‡ “who is and who was and
who is to come, the Almighty.”

9 I John, your brother and partner with
you in the oppression, Kingdom, and per-
severance in Christ Jesus, was on the isle
that is called Patmos because of God’s
Word and the testimony of Jesus Christ.

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,
and I heard behind me a loud voice, like a
trumpet

11 saying,§ “What you see, write in a
book and send to the seven assemblies:†

to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira,
Sardis, Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.”

12 I turned to see the voice that spoke
with me. Having turned, I saw seven
golden lamp stands.

13 And among the lamp stands was one
like a son of man,* clothed with a robe
reaching down to his feet, and with a
golden sash around his chest.

14 His head and his hair were white as
white wool, like snow. His eyes were like
a flame of fire.

15His feet were like burnished brass, as
if it had been refined in a furnace. His
voice was like the voice of many waters.

16 He had seven stars in his right hand.
Out of his mouth proceeded a sharp two-
edged sword. His face was like the sun
shining at its brightest.

17When I saw him, I fell at his feet like a
deadman.
He laid his right hand on me, saying,

“Don’t be afraid. I am the first and the last,
18 and the Living one. I was dead, and

behold, I am alive forever and ever. Amen.
I have the keys of Death and of Hades.‡

19Write therefore the things which you
have seen, and the things which are, and
the things which will happen hereafter.

20 The mystery of the seven stars which
you saw in my right hand, and the seven
golden lamp stands is this: The seven stars
are the angels§ of the seven assemblies.
The seven lamp stands are seven assem-
blies.

2
1 “To the angel of the assembly in Eph-

esus write:
“He who holds the seven stars in his

right hand, hewhowalks among the seven
golden lamp stands says these things:

2 “I know your works, and your toil and
perseverance, and that you can’t tolerate
evil men, and have tested those who call
themselves apostles, and they are not, and
found them false.

† 1:1 “Christ”means “AnointedOne”. ‡ 1:1 or,messenger (here andwherever angel ismentioned) * 1:6Exodus
19:6; Isaiah 61:6 § 1:7 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used
as an interjection. † 1:8 TR adds “the Beginning and the End” ‡ 1:8 TR omits “God” § 1:11 TR adds “I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last.” † 1:11 TR adds “which are in Asia” * 1:13 Daniel 7:13 ‡ 1:18
or, Hell § 1:20 or, messengers (here and wherever angels are mentioned)
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3 You have perseverance and have en-
dured for my name’s sake, and have † not
grownweary.

4But I have this against you, that you left
your first love.

5 Remember therefore from where you
have fallen, and repent and do the first
works; or else I am coming to you swiftly,
and will move your lamp stand out of its
place, unless you repent.

6 But this you have, that you hate the
works of the Nicolaitans, which I also
hate.

7He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him
who overcomes I will give to eat from the
tree of life, which is in the Paradise of my
God.

8“To theangel of theassembly inSmyrna
write:

“The first and the last, who was dead,
and has come to life says these things:

9 “I know your works, oppression, and
your poverty (but you are rich), and the
blasphemy of thosewho say they are Jews,
and they are not, but are a synagogue of
Satan.

10Don’t be afraid of the thingswhich you
are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is
about to throw some of you into prison,
that you may be tested; and you will have
oppression for ten days. Be faithful to
death, and Iwill give you the crownof life.

11He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the assemblies. He who
overcomeswon’t be harmed by the second
death.

12 “To the angel of the assembly in Perga-
mumwrite:

“Hewho has the sharp two-edged sword
says these things:

13 “I know your works and where you
dwell, where Satan’s throne is. You hold
firmly to my name, and didn’t deny my
faith in the days of Antipasmywitness, my
faithful one, who was killed among you,
where Satan dwells.

14 But I have a few things against you,
because youhave there somewhohold the

teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to
throw a stumbling block before the chil-
dren of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to
idols, and to commit sexual immorality.

15 So also you likewise have some who
hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.‡

16Repent therefore, or else I am coming
to you quickly and I will makewar against
themwith the sword of mymouth.

17He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him
who overcomes, to him I will give of the
hidden manna, § and I will give him a
white stone, and on the stone a new name
written which no one knows but he who
receives it.

18 “To the angel of the assembly in Thy-
atira write:

“The Son of God, who has his eyes like
a flame of fire, and his feet are like bur-
nished brass, says these things:

19 “I know your works, your love, faith,
service, patient endurance, and that your
last works are more than the first.

20 But I have this against you, that you
tolerate your† woman Jezebel, who calls
herself a prophetess. She teaches and se-
duces my servants to commit sexual im-
morality and to eat things sacrificed to
idols.

21 I gave her time to repent, but she re-
fuses to repent of her sexual immorality.

22Behold, Iwill throwher and thosewho
commit adultery with her into a bed of
great oppression, unless they repent of her
works.

23 I will kill her childrenwith Death, and
all the assemblies will know that I am he
who searches the minds and hearts. I will
give to each one of you according to your
deeds.

24 But to you I say, to the rest who are
in Thyatira—as many as don’t have this
teaching, who don’t know what some call
‘the deep things of Satan’—to you I say, I am
not putting any other burden on you.

25 Nevertheless, hold that which you
have firmly until I come.

† 2:3 TR adds “have labored and” ‡ 2:15 TR reads “which I hate” instead of “likewise” § 2:17 Manna is
supernatural food, named after the Hebrew for “What is it?”. See Exodus 11:7-9. † 2:20 TR, NU read “that” instead
of “your”
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26Hewho overcomes, and hewho keeps
my works to the end, to him I will give
authority over the nations.

27 He will rule them with a rod of iron,
shattering them like clay pots,* as I also
have received of my Father;

28and I will give him themorning star.
29He who has an ear, let him hear what

the Spirit says to the assemblies.

3
1 “And to the angel of the assembly in

Sardis write:
“Hewhohas the seven Spirits ofGodand

the seven stars says these things:
“I knowyourworks, that youhave a rep-

utation of being alive, but you are dead.
2Wakeup and strengthen the things that

remain, which you were about to throw
away,† for I have found no works of yours
perfected before my God.

3Remember therefore how you have re-
ceived and heard. Keep it and repent. If
therefore youwon’t watch, Iwill come as a
thief, and youwon’t knowwhat hour Iwill
come upon you.

4 Nevertheless you have a few names
in Sardis that didn’t defile their garments.
They will walk with me in white, for they
are worthy.

5 He who overcomes will be arrayed in
white garments, and I will in no way blot
his name out of the book of life, and I will
confess his name before my Father, and
before his angels.

6He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the assemblies.

7 “To the angel of the assembly in
Philadelphia write:

“He who is holy, he who is true, he who
has the key of David, he who opens and no
one can shut, and who shuts and no one
opens, says these things:

8 “I know your works (behold, I have set
before you anopendoor,whichno one can
shut), that youhave a little power, andkept
myword, and didn’t denymy name.

9 Behold, I make some of the synagogue
of Satan, of those who say they are Jews,

and they are not, but lie—behold, I will
make them to come and worship before
your feet, and to know that I have loved
you.

10Because you kept my command to en-
dure, I also will keep you from the hour
of testing which is to come on the whole
world, to test those who dwell on the
earth.

11 I am coming quickly! Hold firmly that
which you have, so that no one takes your
crown.

12 He who overcomes, I will make him
a pillar in the temple of my God, and he
will go out from there nomore. I will write
on him the name of my God and the name
of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem,
which comes down out of heaven frommy
God, andmy own new name.

13He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the assemblies.

14 “To the angel of the assembly in
Laodicea write:

“The Amen, the Faithful and True Wit-
ness, theBeginning‡ofGod’s creation, says
these things:

15 “I know your works, that you are nei-
ther cold nor hot. I wish you were cold or
hot.

16 So, because you are lukewarm, and
neither hot nor cold, I will vomit you out
of mymouth.

17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, and have
gotten riches, and have need of nothing,’
and don’t know that you are the wretched
one, miserable, poor, blind, and naked;

18 I counsel you to buy from me gold
refined by fire, that you may become
rich; and white garments, that you may
clothe yourself, and that the shameof your
nakedness may not be revealed; and eye
salve to anoint your eyes, that you may
see.

19As many as I love, I reprove and chas-
ten. Be zealous therefore, and repent.

20Behold, I stand at the door and knock.
If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, then I will come in to him and will
dine with him, and he withme.

* 2:27 Psalms 2:9 † 3:2NU&TR read “whichwere about to die” instead of “which youwere about to throwaway”.
‡ 3:14 or, Source, or Head
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21He who overcomes, I will give to him
to sit downwithme onmy throne, as I also
overcame and sat downwithmyFather on
his throne.

22He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the assemblies.”

4
1 After these things I looked and saw a

door opened in heaven; and the first voice
that I heard, like a trumpet speaking with
me, was one saying, “Come up here, and
I will show you the things which must
happen after this.”

2 Immediately Iwas in the Spirit. Behold,
there was a throne set in heaven, and one
sitting on the throne

3 that looked like a jasper stone and a
sardius. There was a rainbow around the
throne, like an emerald to look at.

4 Around the throne were twenty-four
thrones. On the thrones were twenty-four
elders sitting, dressed in white garments,
with crowns of gold on their heads.

5 Out of the throne proceed lightnings,
sounds, and thunders. There were seven
lamps of fire burning before his throne,
which are the seven Spirits of God.

6Before the thronewas something like a
sea of glass, similar to crystal. In the mid-
dle of the throne, and around the throne
were four living creatures full of eyes be-
fore and behind.

7 The first creature was like a lion, the
second creature like a calf, the third crea-
ture had a face like a man, and the fourth
was like a flying eagle.

8 The four living creatures, each one of
them having six wings, are full of eyes
around and within. They have no rest day
and night, saying, “Holy, holy, holy† is the
Lord God, the Almighty, whowas andwho
is and who is to come!”

9 When the living creatures give glory,
honor, and thanks to him who sits on the
throne, to himwho lives forever and ever,

10 the twenty-four elders fall down be-
fore him who sits on the throne and wor-
ship him who lives forever and ever, and

throw their crowns before the throne, say-
ing,

11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
the Holy One,‡ to receive the glory, the
honor, and the power, for you created all
things, and because of your desire they
existed andwere created!”

5
1 I saw, in the right hand of him who sat

on the throne, a book written inside and
outside, sealed shut with seven seals.

2 I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with
a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the
book, and to break its seals?”

3 No one in heaven above, or on the
earth, or under the earth, was able to open
the book or to look in it.

4Then I weptmuch, because no onewas
found worthy to open the book or to look
in it.

5 One of the elders said to me, “Don’t
weep. Behold, the Lion who is of the tribe
of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome:
hewhoopens thebookand its sevenseals.”

6 I saw in themiddle of the throne and of
the four living creatures, and in themiddle
of the elders, a Lamb standing, as though
it had been slain, having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of
God, sent out into all the earth.

7Then he came, and he took it out of the
right hand of himwho sat on the throne.

8Now when he had taken the book, the
four living creatures and the twenty-four
elders fell down before the Lamb, each
one having a harp, and golden bowls full
of incense, which are the prayers of the
saints.

9They sang a new song, saying,
“You are worthy to take the book

and to open its seals,
for you were killed,

andbought us forGodwith yourblood
out of every tribe, language, people,
and nation,

10 and made us kings and priests to our
God;

and wewill reign on the earth.”
† 4:8Hodges/FarstadMT reads “holy” 9 times instead of 3. ‡ 4:11 TR omits “and God, the Holy One,”
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11 I looked, and I heard something like a
voice of many angels around the throne,
the living creatures, and the elders. The
number of them was ten thousands of ten
thousands, and thousands of thousands,

12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy
is the Lamb who has been killed to re-
ceive the power, wealth, wisdom, strength,
honor, glory, and blessing!”

13 I heard every created thing which is
in heaven, on the earth, under the earth,
on the sea, and everything in them, saying,
“To him who sits on the throne and to
the Lamb be the blessing, the honor, the
glory, and the dominion, forever and ever!
Amen!”†

14 The four living creatures said,
“Amen!” Then the‡ elders fell down and
worshiped.§

6
1 I saw that the Lamb opened one of the

seven seals, and I heard one of the four
living creatures saying, as with a voice of
thunder, “Come and see!”

2 Then a white horse appeared, and he
whosat on it hadabow. Acrownwasgiven
tohim, andhecameout conquering, and to
conquer.

3 When he opened the second seal, I
heard the second living creature saying,
“Come!”

4 Another came out, a red horse. To
him who sat on it was given power to take
peace from the earth, and that they should
kill one another. There was given to him a
great sword.

5When he opened the third seal, I heard
the third living creature saying, “Comeand
see!” And behold, a black horse, and he
who sat on it had a balance in his hand.

6 I heard a voice in the middle of the
four living creatures saying, “Achoenix†of
wheat for a denarius, and three choenix of
barley for adenarius! Don’t damage theoil
and the wine!”

7 When he opened the fourth seal, I
heard the fourth living creature saying,
“Come and see!”

8Andbehold, a pale horse, and the name
of he who sat on it was Death. Hades‡
followed with him. Authority over one
fourth of the earth, to kill with the sword,
with famine, with death, and by the wild
animals of the earth was given to him.

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw
underneath the altar the souls of those
who had been killed for the Word of God,
and for the testimony of the Lamb which
they had.

10 They cried with a loud voice, saying,
“How long, Master, the holy and true, until
you judge and avenge our blood on those
who dwell on the earth?”

11A longwhite robewas given to each of
them. Theywere told that they should rest
yet for a while, until their fellow servants
and their brothers,§ who would also be
killed even as they were, should complete
their course.

12 I saw when he opened the sixth seal,
and therewas a great earthquake. The sun
became black as sackcloth made of hair,
and the whole moon became as blood.

13 The stars of the sky fell to the earth,
like afig tree dropping its unripefigswhen
it is shaken by a great wind.

14 The sky was removed like a scroll
when it is rolled up. Every mountain and
island wasmoved out of its place.

15The kings of the earth, the princes, the
commanding officers, the rich, the strong,
and every slave and free person, hid them-
selves in the caves and in the rocks of the
mountains.

16They told themountainsand therocks,
“Fall on us, and hide us from the face of
him who sits on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb,

17 for the great day of his wrath has
come, and who is able to stand?”

7
1After this, I saw four angels standing at

the four corners of the earth, holding the
four winds of the earth, so that no wind
would blow on the earth, or on the sea, or
on any tree.

† 5:13TRomits “Amen!” ‡ 5:14TRadds “twenty-four” § 5:14TRadds “the one living forever andever” † 6:6A
choenix is a dry volumemeasure that is a littlemore than a liter (a littlemore than a quart). ‡ 6:8 or, Hell § 6:11
The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.”



Revelation 7:2 1515 Revelation 8:10

2 I saw another angel ascend from the
sunrise, having the seal of the living God.
He cried with a loud voice to the four
angels to whom it was given to harm the
earth and the sea,

3 saying, “Don’t harm the earth, the sea,
or the trees, untilwehave sealed the bond-
servants of our God on their foreheads!”

4 I heard the number of those who were
sealed, one hundred forty-four thousand,
sealed out of every tribe of the children of
Israel:
5 of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand

were sealed,
of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand,
6of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand,
7of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand,
8of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, and
of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand

were sealed.
9After these things I looked, and behold,

a great multitude which no man could
count, out of every nation and of all tribes,
peoples, and languages, standing before
the throneandbefore theLamb, dressed in
white robes, with palm branches in their
hands.

10 They cried with a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation be to our God, who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb!”

11 All the angels were standing around
the throne, the elders, and the four living
creatures; and they fell on their faces be-
fore his throne, and worshiped God,

12 saying, “Amen! Blessing, glory, wis-
dom, thanksgiving, honor, power, and
might, be to our God forever and ever!
Amen.”

13One of the elders answered, saying to
me, “These who are arrayed in the white
robes, who are they, and where did they
come from?”

14 I told him, “My lord, you know.”
He said to me, “These are those who

came out of the great suffering.† They

washed their robes and made them white
in the Lamb’s blood.

15 Therefore they are before the throne
ofGod, and they servehimdayandnight in
his temple. He who sits on the throne will
spread his tabernacle over them.

16 They will never be hungry or thirsty
anymore. The sunwon’t beat on them, nor
any heat;

17 for the Lamb who is in the middle of
the throne shepherds themand leads them
to springs of life-giving waters. And God
willwipeawayevery tear from their eyes.”

8
1 When he opened the seventh seal,

there was silence in heaven for about half
an hour.

2 I saw the seven angels who stand be-
fore God, and seven trumpets were given
to them.

3 Another angel came and stood over
the altar, having a golden censer. Much
incense was given to him, that he should
add it to the prayers of all the saints on the
golden altar which was before the throne.

4 The smoke of the incense, with the
prayers of the saints, went up before God
out of the angel’s hand.

5The angel took the censer, and he filled
it with the fire of the altar, then threw it on
the earth. Thunders, sounds, lightnings,
and an earthquake followed.

6 The seven angels who had the seven
trumpets prepared themselves to sound.

7 The first sounded, and there followed
hail and fire, mixed with blood, and they
were thrown to the earth. One third of the
earthwas burned up,† and one third of the
trees were burned up, and all green grass
was burned up.

8 The second angel sounded, and some-
thing like a great burning mountain was
thrown into the sea. One third of the sea
became blood,

9 and one third of the living creatures
which were in the sea died. One third of
the ships were destroyed.

10 The third angel sounded, and a great
star fell from the sky, burning like a torch,

† 7:14 or, oppression † 8:7 TR omits “One third of the earth was burned up”
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and it fell on one third of the rivers, and on
the springs of water.

11 The name of the star is “Wormwood.”
One third of the waters became worm-
wood. Many people died from the waters,
because they weremade bitter.

12 The fourth angel sounded, and one
third of the sun was struck, and one third
of the moon, and one third of the stars, so
that one third of themwould be darkened;
and the daywouldn’t shine for one third of
it, and the night in the sameway.

13 I saw, and I heard an eagle,‡ flying
in mid heaven, saying with a loud voice,
“Woe! Woe! Woe to those who dwell on
the earth, because of the other blasts of the
trumpetsof the threeangels,whoareyet to
sound!”

9
1 The fifth angel sounded, and I saw a

star from the sky which had fallen to the
earth. The key to the pit of the abyss was
given to him.

2 He opened the pit of the abyss, and
smoke went up out of the pit, like the
smoke from a† burning furnace. The sun
and the air were darkened because of the
smoke from the pit.

3Then out of the smoke came locusts on
the earth, and powerwas given to them, as
the scorpions of the earth have power.

4 They were told that they should not
hurt the grass of the earth, neither any
green thing, neither any tree, but only
those people who don’t have God’s seal on
their foreheads.

5 They were given power, not to kill
them, but to torment them forfivemonths.
Their torment was like the torment of a
scorpion when it strikes a person.

6 In those days people will seek death,
and will in no way find it. They will desire
to die, and death will flee from them.

7 The shapes of the locusts were like
horses prepared for war. On their heads
were something like golden crowns, and
their faces were like people’s faces.

8 They had hair like women’s hair, and
their teeth were like those of lions.

9They had breastplates like breastplates
of iron. The sound of their wings was
like the soundofmany chariots andhorses
rushing to war.

10 They have tails like those of scorpi-
ons, with stingers. In their tails they have
power to harmmen for fivemonths.

11 They have over them as king the an-
gel of the abyss. His name in Hebrew is
“Abaddon”,‡ but in Greek, he has the name
“Apollyon”.§

12The first woe is past. Behold, there are
still two woes coming after this.

13 The sixth angel sounded. I heard a
voice from the horns of the golden altar
which is before God,

14 saying to the sixth angel who had the
trumpet, “Free the four angels who are
bound at the great river Euphrates!”

15 The four angels were freed who had
been prepared for that hour and day and
month and year, so that theymight kill one
third of mankind.

16Thenumberof thearmiesof thehorse-
menwas twohundredmillion.† Iheard the
number of them.

17 Thus I saw the horses in the vision
and those who sat on them, having breast-
plates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sul-
fur yellow; and the horses’ heads resem-
bled lions’ heads. Out of their mouths
proceed fire, smoke, and sulfur.

18 By these three plagues, one third of
mankindwaskilled: by thefire, the smoke,
and the sulfur, which proceeded out of
their mouths.

19 For the power of the horses is in their
mouths and in their tails. For their tails are
like serpents, and have heads; and with
them they harm.

20 The rest of mankind, who were not
killed with these plagues, didn’t repent
of the works of their hands, that they
wouldn’t worship demons, and the idols
of gold, and of silver, and of brass, and of
stone, and of wood, which can’t see, hear,
or walk.

‡ 8:13 TR reads “angel” instead of “eagle” † 9:2 TR adds “great” ‡ 9:11 “Abaddon” is a Hebrewword thatmeans
“ruin”, “destruction”, or “the place of destruction” § 9:11 “Apollyon”means “Destroyer”. † 9:16 literally, “ten
thousands of ten thousands”
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21 They didn’t repent of their murders,
their sorceries,‡ their sexual immorality,
or their thefts.

10
1 I saw a mighty angel coming down out

of the sky, clothedwith a cloud. A rainbow
was on his head. His face was like the sun,
and his feet like pillars of fire.

2He had in his hand a little open book.
He set his right foot on the sea, and his left
on the land.

3 He cried with a loud voice, as a lion
roars. When he cried, the seven thunders
uttered their voices.

4 When the seven thunders sounded, I
was about to write; but I heard a voice
from the sky saying, “Seal up the things
which the seven thunders said, and don’t
write them.”

5 The angel whom I saw standing on the
sea and on the land lifted up his right hand
to the sky

6 and swore by him who lives forever
and ever, who created heaven and the
things that are in it, the earth and the
things that are in it, and the sea and the
things that are in it, that there will no
longer be delay,

7 but in the days of the voice of the sev-
enth angel, when he is about to sound,
then the mystery of God is finished, as he
declared to his servants the prophets.

8 The voice which I heard from heaven,
again speakingwithme, said, “Go, take the
bookwhich is open in thehandof theangel
who stands on the sea and on the land.”

9 I went to the angel, telling him to give
me the little book.
He said to me, “Take it and eat it. It

will make your stomach bitter, but in your
mouth it will be as sweet as honey.”

10 I took the little book out of the angel’s
hand, and ate it. It was as sweet as honey
in my mouth. When I had eaten it, my
stomach wasmade bitter.

11 They† told me, “You must prophesy
again over many peoples, nations, lan-
guages, and kings.”

11
1Areed likearodwasgiven tome. Some-

one said, “Rise and measure God’s temple,
and the altar, and those whoworship in it.

2 Leave out the court which is outside
of the temple, and don’t measure it, for it
has been given to the nations. They will
tread the holy city under foot for forty-two
months.

3 I will give power to my two witnesses,
and they will prophesy one thousand two
hundred sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.”

4 These are the two olive trees and the
two lamp stands, standing before the Lord
of the earth.

5 If anyone desires to harm them, fire
proceeds out of their mouth and devours
their enemies. If anyone desires to harm
them, hemust be killed in this way.

6 These have the power to shut up the
sky, that it may not rain during the days
of their prophecy. They have power over
the waters, to turn them into blood, and to
strike the earthwith every plague, as often
as they desire.

7 When they have finished their testi-
mony, the beast that comes up out of the
abyss will make war with them, and over-
come them, and kill them.

8 Their dead bodies will be in the street
of the great city, which spiritually is called
Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord
was crucified.

9 From among the peoples, tribes, lan-
guages, and nations, people will look at
their dead bodies for three and a half days,
and will not allow their dead bodies to be
laid in a tomb.

10 Those who dwell on the earth will
rejoice over them, and they will be glad.
Theywill give gifts to one another, because
these two prophets tormented those who
dwell on the earth.

11 After the three and a half days, the
breath of life from God entered into them,
and they stood on their feet. Great fear fell
on those who saw them.

12 I heard a loud voice from heaven say-
ing to them, “Comeuphere!” Theywentup
into heaven in a cloud, and their enemies
saw them.

‡ 9:21 Theword for “sorceries” (pharmakeia) also implies the use of potions, poisons, and drugs † 10:11 TR reads
“He” instead of “They”
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13 In that day there was a great earth-
quake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven
thousand people were killed in the earth-
quake, and the restwere terrifiedandgave
glory to the God of heaven.

14 The second woe is past. Behold, the
third woe comes quickly.

15The seventh angel sounded, and great
voices in heaven followed, saying, “The
kingdom of the world has become the
Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ. He
will reign forever and ever!”

16 The twenty-four elders, who sit on
their thrones before God’s throne, fell on
their faces and worshiped God,

17 saying: “We give you thanks, Lord
God, the Almighty, the onewho is andwho
was,† because you have taken your great
power and reigned.

18 The nations were angry, and your
wrath came, as did the time for the dead to
be judged, and to give your bondservants
the prophets, their reward, as well as to
the saints and those who fear your name,
to the small and the great, and to destroy
those who destroy the earth.”

19 God’s temple that is in heaven was
opened, and the ark of the Lord’s covenant
was seen in his temple. Lightnings,
sounds, thunders, an earthquake, and
great hail followed.

12
1 A great sign was seen in heaven: a

woman clothed with the sun, and the
moon under her feet, and on her head a
crown of twelve stars.

2 She was with child. She cried out in
pain, laboring to give birth.

3 Another sign was seen in heaven. Be-
hold, a great red dragon, having seven
heads and ten horns, and on his heads
seven crowns.

4 His tail drew one third of the stars of
the sky, and threw them to the earth. The
dragon stood before the woman who was
about to give birth, so that when she gave
birth hemight devour her child.

5 She gave birth to a son, a male child,
who is to rule all the nations with a rod of

iron. Her child was caught up to God and
to his throne.

6 The woman fled into the wilderness,
where she has a place prepared by God,
that there they may nourish her one thou-
sand two hundred sixty days.

7 There was war in the sky. Michael and
his angels made war on the dragon. The
dragon and his angels made war.

8Theydidn’t prevail. Noplacewas found
for them anymore in heaven.

9 The great dragon was thrown down,
the old serpent, he who is called the devil
andSatan, thedeceiverof thewholeworld.
He was thrown down to the earth, and his
angels were thrown downwith him.

10 I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying,
“Now the salvation, the power, and the
Kingdom of our God, and the authority of
his Christ has come; for the accuser of our
brothers has been thrown down, who ac-
cuses them before our God day and night.

11 They overcame him because of the
Lamb’s blood, and because of the word of
their testimony. They didn’t love their life,
even to death.

12 Therefore rejoice, heavens, and you
whodwell in them. Woe to the earth and to
the sea, because thedevil has gonedown to
you, having great wrath, knowing that he
has but a short time.”

13 When the dragon saw that he was
thrown down to the earth, he persecuted
the woman who gave birth to the male
child.

14 Two wings of the great eagle were
given to thewoman, that shemight fly into
the wilderness to her place, so that she
might be nourished for a time, times, and
half a time, from the face of the serpent.

15 The serpent spewed water out of his
mouth after thewoman like a river, that he
might cause her to be carried away by the
stream.

16 The earth helped the woman, and the
earth opened its mouth and swallowed up
the river which the dragon spewed out of
his mouth.

17 The dragon grew angry with the
woman, and went away to make war
with the rest of her offspring,† who keep

† 11:17 TR adds “andwho is coming” † 12:17 or, seed
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God’s commandments and hold Jesus’ tes-
timony.

13
1 Then I stood† on the sand of the sea.

I saw a beast coming up out of the sea,
having ten horns and seven heads. On his
horns were ten crowns, and on his heads,
blasphemous names.

2 The beast which I saw was like a leop-
ard, and his feet were like those of a bear,
andhismouth like themouth of a lion. The
dragon gave him his power, his throne,
and great authority.

3One of his heads looked like it had been
wounded fatally. His fatal wound was
healed, and the whole earth marveled at
the beast.

4Theyworshiped the dragon because he
gave his authority to the beast; and they
worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like
the beast? Who is able to make war with
him?”

5 A mouth speaking great things and
blasphemy was given to him. Authority to
make war for forty-two months was given
to him.

6 He opened his mouth for blasphemy
against God, to blaspheme his name, his
dwelling, and those who dwell in heaven.

7 It was given to him to make war with
the saints and to overcome them. Author-
ity over every tribe, people, language, and
nation was given to him.

8Allwhodwell on the earthwillworship
him, everyone whose name has not been
written from the foundation of the world
in the book of life of the Lamb who has
been killed.

9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear.
10 If anyone is to go into captivity, hewill

go into captivity. If anyone is to be killed
with the sword, hemust be killed.‡ Here is
the endurance and the faith of the saints.

11 I saw another beast coming up out of
the earth. He had two horns like a lamb
and it spoke like a dragon.

12 He exercises all the authority of the
first beast in his presence. He makes the
earth and those who dwell in it to worship

the first beast, whose fatal wound was
healed.

13He performs great signs, evenmaking
fire come down out of the sky to the earth
in the sight of people.

14 He deceives my own§ people who
dwell on the earth because of the signs he
was granted to do in front of the beast,
saying to thosewhodwell on the earth that
they should make an image to the beast
who had the sword wound and lived.

15 It was given to him to give breath to
the image of the beast, that the image of
the beast should both speak, and cause as
manyaswouldn’tworship the imageof the
beast to be killed.

16He causes all, the small and the great,
the rich and the poor, and the free and
the slave, to be given marks on their right
hands or on their foreheads;

17 and that no one would be able to buy
or to sell unless he has that mark, which is
the name of the beast or the number of his
name.

18 Here is wisdom. He who has under-
standing, let him calculate the number of
the beast, for it is the number of aman. His
number is six hundred sixty-six.

14
1 I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing

on Mount Zion, and with him a number,
one hundred forty-four thousand, having
his name and the name of his Father writ-
ten on their foreheads.

2 I heard a sound from heaven like the
sound of many waters and like the sound
of a great thunder. The sound which I
heard was like that of harpists playing on
their harps.

3They sing a new song before the throne
and before the four living creatures and
the elders. No one could learn the song ex-
cept the one hundred forty-four thousand,
those who had been redeemed out of the
earth.

4 These are those who were not defiled
with women, for they are virgins. These
are those who follow the Lamb wherever

† 13:1NU reads he stood ‡ 13:10 TR reads “If anyone leads into captivity, into captivity he goes. If anyonewill kill
with the sword, hemust be killed with a sword.” instead of “If anyone is to go into captivity, he will go into captivity.
If anyone is to be killed with the sword, hemust be killed.” § 13:14NU omits “my own”
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he goes. These were redeemed by Jesus
from among men, the first fruits to God
and to the Lamb.

5 In their mouth was found no lie, for
they are blameless.†

6 I saw an angel flying in mid heaven,
having an eternal Good News to proclaim
to those who dwell on the earth—to every
nation, tribe, language, and people.

7 He said with a loud voice, “Fear the
Lord, and give him glory, for the hour of
his judgment has come. Worship himwho
made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and
the springs of waters!”

8Another, a second angel, followed, say-
ing, “Babylon the great has fallen, which
has made all the nations to drink of the
wine of the wrath of her sexual immoral-
ity.”

9Another angel, a third, followed them,
saying with a great voice, “If anyone wor-
ships the beast andhis image, and receives
amark on his forehead or on his hand,

10 he also will drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is prepared unmixed
in the cup of his anger. He will be tor-
mented with fire and sulfur in the pres-
ence of the holy angels and in the presence
of the Lamb.

11 The smoke of their torment goes up
forever and ever. They have no rest day
and night, those who worship the beast
and his image, and whoever receives the
mark of his name.

12Here is the perseverance of the saints,
thosewhokeep thecommandmentsofGod
and the faith of Jesus.”

13 I heard a voice from heaven saying,
“Write, ‘Blessedare thedeadwhodie in the
Lord from now on.’ ”

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that theymay rest
from their labors, for their works follow
with them.”

14 I looked, and saw a white cloud, and
on the cloud one sitting like a son of man,*
having on his head a golden crown, and in
his hand a sharp sickle.

15Another angel came out of the temple,
crying with a loud voice to himwho sat on
the cloud, “Send your sickle and reap, for

the hour to reap has come; for the harvest
of the earth is ripe!”

16 He who sat on the cloud thrust his
sickle on the earth, and the earth was
reaped.

17Another angel came out of the temple
which is in heaven. He also had a sharp
sickle.

18 Another angel came out from the al-
tar, he who has power over fire, and he
called with a great voice to him who had
the sharp sickle, saying, “Send your sharp
sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of
the earth, for the earth’s grapes are fully
ripe!”

19 The angel thrust his sickle into the
earth, and gathered the vintage of the
earthand threwit into thegreatwinepress
of the wrath of God.

20Thewine presswas trodden outside of
the city, and blood came out of the wine
press, up to the bridles of the horses, as far
as one thousand six hundred stadia.‡

15
1 I sawanother great andmarvelous sign

in the sky: seven angels having the seven
last plagues, for in them God’s wrath is
finished.

2 I saw something like a sea of glass
mixed with fire, and those who overcame
the beast, his image,† and the number of
his name, standing on the sea of glass,
having harps of God.

3 They sang the song of Moses, the ser-
vant of God, and the song of the Lamb,
saying,
“Great and marvelous are your works,

Lord God, the Almighty!
Righteous and true are yourways, you
King of the nations.

4Whowouldn’t fear you, Lord,
and glorify your name?

For you only are holy.
For all the nations will come and wor-
ship before you.

For your righteous acts have been re-
vealed.”

† 14:5 TR adds “before the throne of God” * 14:14Daniel 7:13 ‡ 14:20 1600 stadia = 296 kilometers or 184miles
† 15:2 TR adds “his mark,”
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5 After these things I looked, and the
temple of the tabernacle of the testimony
in heaven was opened.

6 The seven angels who had the seven
plagues came out, clothed with pure,
bright linen, and wearing golden sashes
around their chests.

7One of the four living creatures gave to
the seven angels seven golden bowls full
of the wrath of God, who lives forever and
ever.

8The temple was filled with smoke from
the glory of God and from his power. No
one was able to enter into the temple un-
til the seven plagues of the seven angels
would be finished.

16
1 I heard a loud voice out of the temple,

saying to the seven angels, “Go and pour
out the seven bowls of thewrath of God on
the earth!”

2The firstwent, and poured out his bowl
into the earth, and it became a harmful
andpainful soreon thepeoplewhohad the
mark of the beast, and who worshiped his
image.

3 The second angel poured out his bowl
into the sea, and it became blood as of a
dead man. Every living thing in the sea
died.

4 The third poured out his bowl into the
rivers and springs of water, and they be-
came blood.

5 I heard the angel of the waters saying,
“Youare righteous,whoareandwhowere,
OHolyOne, becauseyouhave judged these
things.

6For they poured out the blood of saints
and prophets, and you have given them
blood to drink. They deserve this.”

7 I heard the altar saying, “Yes, Lord God,
the Almighty, true and righteous are your
judgments.”

8 The fourth poured out his bowl on the
sun, and it was given to him to scorchmen
with fire.

9 People were scorched with great heat,
and people blasphemed the name of God
who has the power over these plagues.
They didn’t repent and give him glory.

10 The fifth poured out his bowl on the
throne of the beast, and his kingdom was
darkened. They gnawed their tongues be-
cause of the pain,

11 and they blasphemed the God of
heaven because of their pains and their
sores. They still didn’t repent of their
works.

12 The sixth poured out his bowl on the
great river, the Euphrates. Its water was
dried up, that the way might be prepared
for the kings that come from the sunrise.†

13 I saw coming out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast,
and out of the mouth of the false prophet,
threeunclean spirits, something like frogs;

14 for they are spirits of demons, per-
forming signs, which go out to the kings of
the whole inhabited earth, to gather them
together for the war of that great day of
God the Almighty.

15 “Behold, I come like a thief. Blessed is
he who watches, and keeps his clothes, so
that he doesn’t walk naked, and they see
his shame.”

16 He gathered them together into the
place which is called in Hebrew, “Har-
magedon”.

17 The seventh poured out his bowl into
the air. A loudvoice cameout of the temple
of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is
done!”

18 There were lightnings, sounds, and
thunders; and there was a great earth-
quake such as has not happened since
there were men on the earth—so great an
earthquake and somighty.

19 The great city was divided into three
parts, and the cities of the nations fell.
Babylon the great was remembered in the
sight of God, to give to her the cup of the
wine of the fierceness of his wrath.

20Every island fled away, and themoun-
tains were not found.

21 Great hailstones, about the weight of
a talent,‡ came down out of the sky on
people. People blasphemed God because
of theplagueof thehail, for thisplaguewas
exceedingly severe.

† 16:12 or, east ‡ 16:21 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds.
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17
1 One of the seven angels who had the

seven bowls came and spoke with me,
saying, “Come here. I will show you the
judgment of the great prostitute who sits
onmanywaters,

2with whom the kings of the earth com-
mitted sexual immorality. Those who
dwell in the earth were made drunken
with the wine of her sexual immorality.”

3 He carried me away in the Spirit into
a wilderness. I saw a woman sitting on a
scarlet-colored beast, full of blasphemous
names, having seven heads and ten horns.

4The woman was dressed in purple and
scarlet, and deckedwith gold and precious
stones and pearls, having in her hand a
golden cup full of abominations and the
impurities of the sexual immorality of the
earth.

5And on her forehead a name was writ-
ten, “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF THE PROSTITUTES AND
OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”

6 I saw the woman drunken with the
blood of the saints and with the blood of
the martyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, I
wondered with great amazement.

7 The angel said to me, “Why do you
wonder? I will tell you the mystery of the
woman and of the beast that carries her,
which has the seven heads and the ten
horns.

8The beast that you sawwas, and is not;
and is about to come up out of the abyss
and to go into destruction. Those who
dwell on the earth and whose names have
not been written in the book of life from
the foundation of the world will marvel
when they see that the beast was, and is
not, and shall be present.†

9 Here is the mind that has wisdom.
The seven heads are seven mountains on
which the woman sits.

10They are sevenkings. Fivehave fallen,
the one is, and the other has not yet come.
When he comes, he must continue a little
while.

11 The beast that was, and is not, is him-
self also an eighth, and is of the seven; and
he goes to destruction.

12 The ten horns that you saw are ten
kings who have received no kingdom as
yet, but they receive authority as kings
with the beast for one hour.

13 These have one mind, and they give
their power and authority to the beast.

14 These will war against the Lamb, and
the Lamb will overcome them, for he is
Lord of lords and King of kings; and those
who are with him are called, chosen, and
faithful.”

15He said to me, “The waters which you
saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples,
multitudes, nations, and languages.

16The tenhornswhichyou saw, theyand
thebeastwill hate theprostitute,willmake
her desolate, will strip her naked, will eat
her flesh, and will burn her utterly with
fire.

17 For God has put in their hearts to do
whathehas inmind, tobeofonemind, and
to give their kingdom to the beast, until the
words of God should be accomplished.

18Thewomanwhomyousaw is thegreat
city which reigns over the kings of the
earth.”

18
1After these things, I saw another angel

coming down out of the sky, having great
authority. The earth was illuminated with
his glory.

2 He cried with a mighty voice, saying,
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, and
she has become a habitation of demons, a
prisonof everyuncleanspirit, andaprison
of every unclean and hated bird!

3 For all the nations have drunk of the
wine of the wrath of her sexual immoral-
ity, the kings of the earth committed sexual
immorality with her, and themerchants of
the earth grew rich from the abundance of
her luxury.”

4 I heard another voice from heaven,
saying, “Come out of her, my people, that
you have no participation in her sins, and
that you don’t receive of her plagues,

5 for her sins have reached to the sky,
and God has remembered her iniquities.

6Return to her just as she returned, and
repayher double as she did, and according

† 17:8 TR reads “yet is” instead of “shall be present”
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to her works. In the cup which she mixed,
mix to her double.

7 However much she glorified herself
and grew wanton, so much give her of
torment andmourning. For she says inher
heart, ‘I sit a queen, and amnowidow, and
will in no way seemourning.’

8 Therefore in one day her plagues will
come: death, mourning, and famine; and
shewill be utterly burnedwith fire, for the
Lord Godwho has judged her is strong.

9 The kings of the earth who commit-
ted sexual immorality and lived wantonly
with her will weep and wail over her,
when they look at the smoke of her burn-
ing,

10 standing far away for the fear of her
torment, saying, ‘Woe, woe, the great city,
Babylon, the strong city! For your judg-
ment has come in one hour.’

11 The merchants of the earth weep and
mourn over her, for no one buys their
merchandise anymore:

12 merchandise of gold, silver, precious
stones, pearls, fine linen, purple, silk, scar-
let, all expensive wood, every vessel of
ivory, every vessel made of most precious
wood, and of brass, and iron, andmarble;

13 and cinnamon, incense, perfume,
frankincense, wine, olive oil, fine flour,
wheat, cattle, sheep, horses, chariots, and
people’s bodies and souls.

14The fruitswhich your soul lusted after
have been lost to you. All things that were
dainty and sumptuoushaveperished from
you, and youwill find them nomore at all.

15 The merchants of these things, who
weremade rich by her, will stand far away
for the fear of her torment, weeping and
mourning,

16 saying, ‘Woe, woe, the great city, she
whowas dressed in fine linen, purple, and
scarlet, and deckedwith gold and precious
stones and pearls!

17 For in an hour such great riches are
made desolate.’ Every shipmaster, and ev-
eryonewho sails anywhere, andmariners,
and as many as gain their living by sea,
stood far away,

18 and cried out as they looked at the
smoke of her burning, saying, ‘What is like

the great city?’
19 They cast dust on their heads, and

cried, weeping and mourning, saying,
‘Woe, woe, the great city, in which all who
had their ships in the sea were made rich
by reason of her great wealth!’ For she is
made desolate in one hour.

20 “Rejoice over her, O heaven, you
saints, apostles, and prophets, for God has
judged your judgment on her.”

21 A mighty angel took up a stone like
a great millstone and cast it into the sea,
saying, “Thus with violence will Babylon,
the great city, be thrown down, andwill be
found nomore at all.

22 The voice of harpists, minstrels, flute
players, and trumpeters will be heard no
more at all in you. No craftsman of what-
ever craft will be found any more at all in
you. The sound of a mill will be heard no
more at all in you.

23The light of a lamp will shine no more
at all in you. The voice of the bridegroom
and of the bride will be heard no more at
all in you, for your merchants were the
princes of the earth; for with your sorcery
all the nations were deceived.

24 Inherwas found thebloodofprophets
and of saints, and of all who have been
slain on the earth.”

19
1 After these things I heard something

like a loud voice of a great multitude in
heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation,
power, and glory belong to our God;

2 for his judgments are true and righ-
teous. For he has judged the great pros-
titute who corrupted the earth with her
sexual immorality, and he has avenged the
blood of his servants at her hand.”

3A second said, “Hallelujah! Her smoke
goes up forever and ever.”

4 The twenty-four elders and the four
living creatures fell down and worshiped
Godwho sits on the throne, saying, “Amen!
Hallelujah!”

5 A voice came from the throne, saying,
“Give praise to our God, all you his ser-
vants, youwho fear him, the small and the
great!”
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6 I heard something like the voice of a
greatmultitude, and like the voice ofmany
waters, and like the voice of mighty thun-
ders, saying, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our
God, the Almighty, reigns!

7 Let’s rejoice and be exceedingly glad,
and let’s give the glory to him. For the
wedding of the Lamb has come, and his
wife has made herself ready.”

8 Itwas given to her that shewould array
herself in bright, pure, fine linen, for the
fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.

9Hesaid tome, “Write, ‘Blessedare those
who are invited to the wedding supper of
the Lamb.’ ”He said tome, “These are true
words of God.”

10 I fell down before his feet to worship
him. He said to me, “Look! Don’t do it!
I am a fellow bondservant with you and
withyourbrotherswhohold the testimony
of Jesus. Worship God, for the testimony of
Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy.”

11 I saw the heaven opened, and behold,
awhite horse, andhewho sat on it is called
Faithful and True. In righteousness he
judges andmakes war.

12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on
his head are many crowns. He has names
written and a name written which no one
knows but he himself.

13 He is clothed in a garment sprinkled
with blood. His name is called “The Word
of God.”

14 The armies which are in heaven,
clothed inwhite, pure, fine linen, followed
him onwhite horses.

15 Out of his mouth proceeds a sharp,
double-edged sword that with it he should
strike the nations. He will rule them with
an iron rod.* He treads the wine press
of the fierceness of the wrath of God, the
Almighty.

16Hehasonhis garment andonhis thigh
a name written, “KING OF KINGS AND
LORD OF LORDS.”

17 I saw an angel standing in the sun.
He cried with a loud voice, saying to all
the birds that fly in the sky, “Come! Be
gathered together to the great supper of
God,†

18 that youmay eat the flesh of kings, the
flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men,
and the flesh of horses and of thosewho sit
on them, and the flesh of allmen, both free
and slave, small and great.”

19 I saw the beast, the kings of the earth,
and their armies, gathered together to
makewaragainsthimwhosaton thehorse
and against his army.

20The beast was taken, andwith him the
false prophet who worked the signs in his
sight, with which he deceived those who
had received the mark of the beast and
thosewhoworshipedhis image. These two
were thrown alive into the lake of fire that
burns with sulfur.

21The rest were killed with the sword of
himwho sat on the horse, the swordwhich
came out of his mouth. So all the birds
were filled with their flesh.

20
1 I saw an angel coming down out of

heaven, having the key of the abyss and a
great chain in his hand.

2He seized the dragon, the old serpent,
who is the devil and Satan, who deceives
the whole inhabited earth,† and bound
him for a thousand years,

3 and cast him into the abyss, and shut
it and sealed it over him, that he should
deceive thenationsnomoreuntil the thou-
sand years were finished. After this, he
must be freed for a short time.

4 I saw thrones, and they sat on them,
and judgment was given to them. I saw
the souls of those who had been beheaded
for the testimony of Jesus and for theword
of God, and such as didn’t worship the
beast nor his image, and didn’t receive the
mark on their forehead and on their hand.
They lived and reigned with Christ for a
thousand years.

5The rest of the dead didn’t live until the
thousand years were finished. This is the
first resurrection.

6 Blessed and holy is he who has part
in the first resurrection. Over these, the
second death has no power, but they will
be priests of God and of Christ, and will
reign with him one thousand years.

* 19:15 Psalms 2:9 † 19:17 TR reads “supper of the great God” instead of “great supper of God” † 20:2 TR and
NU omit “who deceives the whole inhabited earth”.
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7 And after the thousand years, Satan
will be released from his prison

8 and he will come out to deceive the
nations which are in the four corners of
the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them
together to the war, whose number is as
the sand of the sea.

9 They went up over the width of the
earth and surrounded the camp of the
saints and the beloved city. Fire came
down out of heaven from God and de-
voured them.

10 The devil who deceived them was
thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur,
where the beast and the false prophet are
also. Theywill be tormented day andnight
forever and ever.

11 I saw a great white throne and him
who sat on it, from whose face the earth
and the heaven fled away. There was
found no place for them.

12 I saw the dead, the great and the
small, standingbefore the throne, and they
opened books. Another book was opened,
which is the book of life. The dead were
judged out of the things which were writ-
ten in the books, according to their works.

13The sea gave up the dead whowere in
it. Death andHades‡ gave up the deadwho
were in them. Theywere judged, each one
according to his works.

14 Death and Hades§ were thrown into
the lake of fire. This is the second death,
the lake of fire.

15 If anyonewas not foundwritten in the
bookof life, hewas cast into the lakeoffire.

21
1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth,

for thefirst heavenand thefirst earthhave
passed away, and the sea is nomore.

2 I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared like a bride adorned for her hus-
band.

3 I heard a loud voice out of heaven say-
ing, “Behold, God’sdwelling iswithpeople;
and he will dwell with them, and they will
be his people, andGodhimselfwill bewith
them as their God.

4Hewillwipeawayevery tear fromtheir
eyes. Death will be no more; neither will
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain
any more. The first things have passed
away.”

5Hewho sits on the throne said, “Behold,
I am making all things new.” He said,
“Write, for these words of God are faithful
and true.”

6He said to me, “I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will
give freely to him who is thirsty from the
spring of the water of life.

7 He who overcomes, I will give him
these things. I will be his God, and he will
be my son.

8 But for the cowardly, unbelieving,
sinners,† abominable, murderers, sexu-
ally immoral, sorcerers,‡ idolaters, and all
liars, their part is in the lake that burns
with fire and sulfur, which is the second
death.”

9 One of the seven angels who had the
seven bowls which were loaded with the
seven last plagues came, andhe spokewith
me, saying, “Come here. I will show you
the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”

10He carried me away in the Spirit to a
great and high mountain, and showed me
the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God,

11having the glory of God. Her light was
like a most precious stone, like a jasper
stone, clear as crystal;

12 having a great and high wall with
twelve gates, and at the gates twelve an-
gels, and names written on them, which
are the names of the twelve tribes of the
children of Israel.

13 On the east were three gates, and on
the north three gates, and on the south
three gates, and on the west three gates.

14 The wall of the city had twelve foun-
dations, and on them twelve names of the
twelve Apostles of the Lamb.

15He who spoke with me had for a mea-
sure a golden reed to measure the city, its
gates, and its walls.

16The city is square. Its length is as great
as its width. Hemeasured the citywith the

‡ 20:13 or, Hell § 20:14 or, Hell † 21:8 TR and NU omit “sinners” ‡ 21:8 The word for “sorcerers” here also
includes users of potions and drugs.
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reed: twelve thousand twelve stadia.§ Its
length, width, and height are equal.

17 Its wall is one hundred forty-four cu-
bits,† by the measure of a man, that is, of
an angel.

18The construction of itswallwas jasper.
The city was pure gold, like pure glass.

19The foundations of the city’swallwere
adorned with all kinds of precious stones.
Thefirst foundationwas jasper, the second
sapphire;‡ the third chalcedony, the fourth
emerald,

20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius,
the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl,
the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the
eleventh jacinth, and the twelfthamethyst.

21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls.
Each one of the gates was made of one
pearl. The street of the city was pure gold,
like transparent glass.

22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God
the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

23 The city has no need for the sun or
moon to shine, for the very glory of God
illuminated it and its lamp is the Lamb.

24 The nations will walk in its light. The
kings of the earth bring the glory and
honor of the nations into it.

25 Its gates will in no way be shut by day
(for there will be no night there),

26 and they shall bring the glory and the
honor of the nations into it so that they
may enter.

27 There will in no way enter into it
anything profane, or one who causes an
abomination or a lie, but only those who
are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

22
1 He showed me a† river of water of

life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb,

2 in the middle of its street. On this side
of the river and on that was the tree of life,
bearing twelve kinds of fruits, yielding its
fruit every month. The leaves of the tree
were for the healing of the nations.

3 There will be no curse any more. The
throne of God and of the Lambwill be in it,
and his servants will serve him.

4Theywill seehis face, andhisnamewill
be on their foreheads.

5 There will be no night, and they need
no lamp light or sun light; for the Lord
God will illuminate them. They will reign
forever and ever.

6Hesaid tome, “Thesewordsare faithful
and true. The Lord God of the spirits of
the prophets sent his angel to show to his
bondservants the things which must hap-
pen soon.”

7 “Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is
hewho keeps thewords of the prophecy of
this book.”

8Now I, John, am the onewho heard and
saw these things. When I heard and saw, I
fell down to worship before the feet of the
angel who had shownme these things.

9 He said to me, “You must not do that!
I am a fellow bondservant with you and
with your brothers, the prophets, andwith
those who keep the words of this book.
Worship God.”

10He said tome, “Don’t seal up thewords
of the prophecy of this book, for the time is
at hand.

11 He who acts unjustly, let him act un-
justly still. He who is filthy, let him be
filthy still. He who is righteous, let him do
righteousness still. He who is holy, let him
be holy still.”

12 “Behold, I am coming soon! My re-
ward is with me, to repay to each man
according to his work.

13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
First and the Last, the Beginning and the
End.

14 Blessed are those who do his com-
mandments,‡ that they may have the right
to the tree of life, and may enter in by the
gates into the city.

15 Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers,
the sexually immoral, the murderers, the
idolaters, and everyone who loves and
practices falsehood.

§ 21:16 12,012 stadia = 2,221 kilometers or 1,380miles. TR reads 12,000 stadia instead of 12,012 stadia. † 21:17 144
cubits is about 65.8 meters or 216 feet ‡ 21:19 or, lapis lazuli † 22:1 TR adds “pure” ‡ 22:14 NU reads “wash
their robes” instead of “do his commandments”.
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16 I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify
these things to you for the assemblies. I
am the root and the offspring of David, the
Bright andMorning Star.”

17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”
Hewhohears, let himsay, “Come!” Hewho
is thirsty, let him come. Hewho desires, let
him take the water of life freely.

18 I testify to everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this book: if
anyone adds to them, God will add to him
the plagueswhich arewritten in this book.

19 If anyone takes away from the words
of the book of this prophecy, God will take
awayhis part from the tree§of life, andout
of the holy city, which are written in this
book.

20Hewho testifies these things says, “Yes,
I am coming soon.”
Amen! Yes, come, Lord Jesus!
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be

with all the saints. Amen.

§ 22:19 TR reads “Book” instead of “tree”
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World English Bible
Glossary

The following words used in the World
English Bible (WEB) are not very com-
mon, either because they refer to ancient
weights, measures, or money, or because
they are in someway unique to the Bible.
Abaddon Abaddon is Hebrew for de-
struction.

Abba Abba is a Chaldee word for father,
used in a respectful, affectionate, and
familiar way, like papa, dad, or daddy.
Often used in prayer to refer to our
Father in Heaven.

adultery Adultery is having sexual in-
tercourse with someone besides your
own husband orwife. In the Bible, the
only legitimate sexual intercourse is
between aman and awomanwho are
married to each other.

alpha Alpha is the first letter of the
Greek alphabet. It is sometimes used
to mean the beginning or the first.

amen Amen means “So be it” or “I be-
lieve it is certainly so.”

angel “Angel” literally means “messen-
ger” or “envoy,” and is usually used to
refer to spiritual beingswho normally
are invisible to us, but can also appear
as exceedingly strong creatures or as
humans.

Apollyon Apollyon is Greek for de-
stroyer.

apostle “Apostle” means a delegate,
messenger, or one sent forth with or-
ders. This term is applied in the New
Testament inboth a general sense con-
nected with a ministry of establish-
ing and strengthening church fellow-
ships, as well as in a specific sense to
“The 12 Apostles of the Lamb” (Reve-
lation 21:14). The former category ap-
plies to a specificministry that contin-
ues in the Church (Ephesians 4:11-13)
and which includes many more than
12 people, while the latter refers to
the apostles named inMatthew10:2-4,
except with Judas Iscariot replaced by
Matthias (Acts 1:26).

Armageddon See Har-magedon.
assarion An assarion is a small Ro-
man copper coin worth one tenth of a
drachma, or about anhour’swages for
an agricultural laborer.

aureus An aureus is a Roman gold coin,
worth 25 silver denarii. An aureus
weighed from115 to 126.3 grains (7.45
to 8.18 grams).

baptize Baptize means to immerse in,
or wash with something, usually wa-
ter. Baptism in the Holy Spirit, fire,
the Body of Christ, and suffering are
alsomentioned in theNewTestament,
along with baptism in water. Baptism
is not just to cleanse the body, but as
anoutward signof an inward spiritual
cleansing and commitment. Baptism
is a sign of repentance, as practiced by
John the Baptizer, and of faith in Jesus
Christ, as practiced by Jesus’ disciples.

bathA bath is a liquidmeasure of about
22 liters, 5.8 U. S. gallons, or 4.8 impe-
rial gallons.

batos A batos is a liquid measure of
about 39.5 liters, 10.4 U. S. gallons, or
8.7 imperial gallons.

Beelzebul literally, lord of the flies. A
name used for the devil.

Beersheba Beersheba is Hebrew for
“well of the oath” or “well of the
seven.” A city in Israel.

behold Look! See! Wow! Notice this!
Lo!

cherub A cherub is a kind of angel
with wings and hands that is associ-
ated with the throne room of God and
guardian duty. See Ezekiel 10.

cherubim Cherubim means more than
one cherub or amighty cherub.

choenixA choenix is a dry volumemea-
sure that is a little more than a liter
(which is a little more than a quart). A
choenix was the daily ration of grain
for a soldier in some armies.

concubine a woman who is united to
a man for the purpose of providing
him with sexual pleasure and chil-
dren, but not being honored as a full
partner in marriage; a second-class
wife. In Old Testament times (and
in some places now), it was the cus-
tom of middle-eastern kings, chiefs,
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and wealthy men to marry multiple
wives and concubines, but God com-
manded the Kings of Israel not to
do so (Deuteronomy 17:17) and Je-
sus encouraged people to either re-
main single ormarry asGodoriginally
intended: one man married to one
woman (Matthew 19:3-12; 1 Corinthi-
ans 7:1-13).

cor A cor is a dry measure of about 391
liters, 103 U. S. gallons, or 86 imperial
gallons.

corban Corban is a Hebrewword for an
offering devoted to God.

crucify Crucify means to execute
someone by nailing them to a cross
with metal spikes. Their hands are
stretched out on the crossbeam with
spikes driven through their wrists
or hands. Their feet or ankles are
attached to a cross with a metal spike.
The weight of the victim’s body tends
to force the air out of his lungs. To
rise up to breathe, the victim has to
put weight on the wounds, and use a
lot of strength. The victim is nailed
to the cross while the cross is on the
ground, then the cross is raised up
and dropped into a hole, thus jarring
the wounds. Before crucifixion, the
victim was usually whipped with a
Roman cat of nine tails, whichhadbits
of glass andmetal tied to its ends. This
caused chunks of flesh to be removed
and openwounds to be placed against
the raw wood of the cross. The
victim was made to carry the heavy
crossbeam of his cross from the place
of judgment to theplace of crucifixion,
but often was physically unable after
the scourging, so another person
would be pressed into involuntary
service to carry the cross for him.
Roman crucifixion was generally
done totally naked to maximize both
shame and discomfort. Eventually,
the pain, weakness, dehydration, and
exhaustion of the muscles needed to
breathe make breathing impossible,
and the victim suffocates.

cubitA cubit is a unit of linearmeasure,
from the elbow to the tip of the longest

finger of aman. This unit is commonly
converted to 0.46 meters or 18 inches,
although that varieswith height of the
man doing the measurement. There
is also a “long” cubit that is longer
thana regular cubit byahandbreadth.
(Ezekiel 43:13)

cummin Cummin is an aromatic seed
fromCuminum cyminum, resembling
caraway in flavor and appearance. It
is used as a spice.

darnel Darnel is a weed grass (proba-
bly bearded darnel or Lolium temu-
lentum) that looks very much like
wheat until it is mature, when the
seeds reveal a great difference. Darnel
seeds aren’t good for much except as
chicken feed or to burn to prevent the
spread of this weed.

denarii denarii: plural form of denar-
ius, a silver Roman coin worth about
a day’s wages for a laborer.

denarius A denarius is a silver Roman
coin worth about a day’s wages for an
agricultural laborer. A denarius was
worth 1/25th of a Roman aureus.

devil The word “devil” comes from the
Greek “diabolos,” which means “one
prone to slander; a liar.” “Devil” is
used to refer to a fallen angel, also
called “Satan,”whoworks to steal, kill,
destroy, and do evil. The devil’s doom
is certain, and it is only a matter of
time before he is thrown into the Lake
of Fire, never to escape.

didrachma A didrachma is a Greek sil-
ver coin worth 2 drachmas, about as
much as 2 Roman denarii, or about 2
days wages. It was commonly used to
pay the half-shekel temple tax.

disciplea studentwho followsa teacher
to learn both by precept and example.

distaff part of a spinningwheel used for
twisting threads.

drachma A drachma is a Greek silver
coin worth about one Roman denar-
ius, or about a day’s wages for an agri-
cultural laborer.

El-Elohe-Israel El-Elohe-Israel means
“God, the God of Israel” or “The God of
Israel is mighty.”

ephahAn ephah is ameasure of volume
of about 22 liters, 5.8 U. S. gallons, 4.8
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imperial gallons, or a bit more than
half a bushel.

GehennaGehenna is one word used for
Hell. It comes from the Hebrew Gey-
Hinnom, literally “valley of Hinnom.”
Thiswordoriginated as thename for a
place south of the old city of Jerusalem
where the city’s rubbish was burned.
At one time, live babies were thrown
crying into the fire under the arms of
the idol, Moloch, to die there. This
place was so despised by the people
after the righteous King Josiah abol-
ished this hideous practice that it was
made into a garbage heap. Bodies of
diseased animals and executed crimi-
nals were thrown there and burned.

gittith Gittith is a musical term possibly
meaning “an instrument of Gath.”

goad a sharp, pointed prodding device
used to motivate reluctant animals
(such as oxen and mules) to move in
the right direction.

gospel Gospel means “good news” or
“glad tidings,” specifically the Good
News of Jesus’ life, death, and res-
urrection for our salvation, healing,
and provision; and the hope of eternal
life that Jesus made available to us by
God’s grace.

Hades Hades: The nether realm of the
disembodied spirits. Also known as
“hell.” See also “Sheol”.

Har-magedon Har-magedon, also
called Armegeddon, is most likely a
reference to hill (“har”) of Megiddo,
near the Carmel Range in Israel.
This area has a large valley plain
with plenty of room for armies to
maneuver.

hin A hin is a measure of volume of
about about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons.

homerOnehomer is about220 liters, 6.2
U. S. bushels, 6.1 imperial bushels, 58
U. S. gallons, or 48.4 imperial gallons.

hypocrite a stage actor; someone who
pretends to be someone other than
who they really are; a pretender; a
dissembler

Ishmael Ishmael is the son of Abraham
and Hagar. Ishmael literally means,
“God hears.”

Jehovah See “Yahweh.”

Jesus “Jesus” is Greek for the Hebrew
name “Yeshua,” which is a short ver-
sion of “Yehoshua,”which comes from
“Yoshia,”whichmeans “Hewill save.”

kodrantes A kodrantes is a small coin
worth one half of an Attic chalcus or
two lepta. It is worth less than 2%
of a day’s wages for an agricultural
laborer.

leptaLepta are very small, brass, Jewish
coins worth half a Roman quadrans
each, which is worth a quarter of the
copper assarion. Lepta are worth less
than 1% of an agricultural worker’s
daily wages.

leviathan Leviathan is a poetic name
for a large aquatic creature, possibly a
crocodile or a dinosaur.

mahalath Mahalath is the name of a
tune or amusical term.

manna Name for the food that God
miraculously provided to the Is-
raelites while theywerewandering in
thewilderness between Egypt and the
promised land. FromHebrewman-hu
(What is that?) ormanan (to allot). See
Exodus 16:14-35.

marriage the union of a husband and a
wife for the purpose of cohabitation,
procreation, and to enjoy each other’s
company. God’s plan for marriage
is between one man and one woman
(Mark 10:6-9; 1 Corinthians 7). Al-
though there are many cases of a man
marrying more than one woman in
the Old Testament, being married to
one wife is a requirement to serve in
certain church leadership positions (1
Timothy 3:2,12; Titus 1:5-6).

maschil Maschil is a musical and liter-
ary term for “contemplation”or “med-
itative psalm.”

michtam Amichtam is a poem.
mina A mina is a Greek coin worth
100 Greek drachmas (or 100 Roman
denarii), or about 100 day’s wages for
an agricultural laborer.

myrrh Myrrh is the fragrant substance
that oozes out of the stems and
branches of the low, shrubby tree
commiphora myrrha or commiphora
kataf native to the Arabian deserts
and parts of Africa. The fragrant gum
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drops to the ground and hardens into
an oily yellowish-brown resin. Myrrh
was highly valued as a perfume, and
as an ingredient in medicinal and
ceremonial ointments.

Nicolaitans Nicolaitans were most
likely Gnostics who taught the de-
testable lie that the physical and spir-
itual realms were entirely separate
and that immorality in the physical
realm wouldn’t harm your spiritual
health.

omega Omega is the last letter of the
Greek alphabet. It is sometimes used
to mean the last or the end.

Peniel Peniel is Hebrew for “face of
God.”

phylactery a leather container for hold-
ing a small scroll containing impor-
tant Scripturepassages that iswornon
the arm or forehead in prayer. These
phylacteries (tefillin in Hebrew) are
still used by orthodox Jewishmen. See
Deuteronomy 6:8.

Praetorium Praetorium: the Roman
governor’s residence and office build-
ing, and those whowork there.

quadrans A quadrans is a Roman coin
worth about 1/64 of a denarius. A
denarius is about one day’s wages for
an agricultural laborer.

rabbi Rabbi is a transliteration of the
Hebrew word for “my teacher,” used
as a title of respect for Jewish teachers.

Rahab Rahab is either (1) The prosti-
tute who hid Joshua’s 2 spies in Jeri-
cho (Joshua 2,6) and later became an
ancestor of Jesus (Matthew 1:5) and
an example of faith (Hebrews 11:31;
James 2:25); or (2) Literally, “pride” or
“arrogance”—possibly a reference to a
large aquatic creature (Job 9:13; 26:12;
Isaiah 51:9) or symbolically referring
to Egypt (Psalms 87:4; 89:10; Isaiah
30:7).

repent to change one’smind; turn away
from sin and turn toward God; to ab-
hor one’s past sins and determine to
follow God.

Rhabboni Rhabboni: a translitera-
tion of the Hebrew word for “great
teacher.”

Sabbath The seventh day of the week,
set aside by God for man to rest.

saints The Greekword for “saints” liter-
allymeans “holyones.” Saints arepeo-
ple set apart for service to God as holy
and separate, living in righteousness.
Used in the Bible to refer to all Chris-
tians and to all of those who worship
Yahweh in Old Testament times.

Samaritan A Samaritan is a resident of
Samaria. TheSamaritansand the Jews
generally detested each other during
the time that Jesus walked among us.

sanctify To declare or set apart some-
thing as holy. To purify and separate
a person from sin.

sata A sata is a dry measure of capacity
approximately equal to 13 liters or 1.5
pecks.

Satan Satan means “accuser.” This is
one name for the devil, an enemy of
God and God’s people.

scribe A scribe is one who copies God’s
law. They were often respected as
teachers and authorities on God’s law.

selah Selah is a musical term indicating
a pause or instrumental interlude for
reflection.

seraphim Seraphim are 6-winged an-
gels. See Isaiah 6:2-6.

sexual immorality The term “sexual
immorality” in the New Testament
comes from the Greek “porneia,”
which refers to any sexual activity
besides that between a husband and
his wife. In other words, prostitution
(male or female), bestiality, homosex-
ual activity, any sexual intercourse
outside of marriage, and the produc-
tion and consumption of pornography
all are included in this term.

shekel A measure of weight, and when
referring to that weight in gold, silver,
or brass, of money. A shekel is ap-
proximately 16 grams, about a half an
ounce, or 20 gerahs (Ezekiel 45:12).

Sheol Sheol is the place of the dead. See
also “Hades”.

Shibah Shibah is Hebrew for “oath” or
“seven.” See Beersheba.

shigionoth Victorious music.
soul “Soul” refers to the emotions and
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intellect of a living person, as well as
that person’s very life. It is distin-
guished in the Bible from a person’s
spirit and body. (1 Thessalonians 5:23,
Hebrews 4:12)

span A span is the length from the tip
of a man’s thumb to the tip of his little
finger when his hand is stretched out
(about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8
cm.)

spirit Spirit, breath, and wind all de-
rive from the sameHebrewandGreek
words. A person’s spirit is the very
essence of that person’s life, which
comes from God, who is a Spirit be-
ing (John 4:24, Genesis 1:2; 2:7). The
Bible distinguishes between a per-
son’s spirit, soul, and body (1 Thessa-
lonians 5:23, Hebrews 4:12). Some be-
ings may exist as spirits without nec-
essarily having a visible body, such as
angels and demons (Luke 9:39, 1 John
4:1-3).

stadia Stadia is plural for “stadion,” a
linear measure of about 184.9 meters
or 606.6 feet (the length of the race
course at Olympia).

stater A stater is a Greek silver coin
equivalent to fourAttic or twoAlexan-
drian drachmas, or a Jewish shekel:
just exactly enough to cover the half-
shekel Temple Tax for two people.

tabernacle a dwelling place or place of
worship, usually a tent.

talent A measure of weight or mass of
3000 shekels.

TartarusTartarus is theGreekname for
an underworld for the wicked dead;
another name for Gehenna or Hell.

teraphim Teraphim are household
idols that may have been associated
with inheritance rights to the house-
hold property.

Yah “Yah” is a shortened form of “Yah-
weh,” which is God’s proper name.
This form is used occasionally in the

Old Testament, mostly in the Psalms.
See “Yahweh.”

Yahweh “Yahweh” is God’s proper
name. InHebrew, the four consonants
roughly equivalent to YHWH were
considered too holy to pronounce, so
the Hebrew word for “Lord” (Adonai)
was substituted when reading it
aloud. Whenvowelpointswereadded
to the Hebrew Old Testament, the
vowel points for “Adonai”weremixed
with the consonants for “Yahweh,”
which if you pronounced it literally as
written, would be pronounced “Yeho-
vah” or “Jehovah.” When the Old
Testament was translated to Greek,
the tradition of substituting “Lord”
for God’s proper name continued
in the translation of God’s name
to “Lord” (Kurios). Some English
Bibles translate God’s proper name
to “LORD” or “GOD” (usually with
small capital letters), based on that
same tradition. This can get really
confusing, since two other words
(“Adonai” and “Elohim”) translate
to “Lord” and “God,” and they are
sometimes used together. The ASV
of 1901 (and some other translations)
render YHWH as “Jehovah.” The
most probable pronunciation of God’s
proper name is “Yahweh.” In Hebrew,
the name “Yahweh” is related to the
active declaration “I AM.” See Exodus
3:13-14. Since Hebrew has no tenses,
the declaration “I AM” can also be
interpreted as “I WAS” and “I WILL
BE.” Compare Revelation 1:8.

Zion Zion is a name which originally
referred one of the mountains of
Jerusalem. It became a term synony-
mous with Jerusalem itself. The term
“Heavenly Zion” is also used to refer
the future dwelling place of God’s
people.
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